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As has been the practice of the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi the Chief Ministers of the Congress 
ruled states were called in a conclave at Delhi. These have always proven useful in the past. They serve as 
a means to decide strategy about taking forward the pro poor agenda of the Congress and to collectively 

take a view about how to work towards achieving the objectives of the party. The incumbent NDA Government 
has taken some steps which are extremely detrimental to many sections of society. All Congress ruled states 

would take a collective approach to face the onslaught of the Modi Government. They have taken a step motherly treatment 
especially to the North Eastern States.The edifice of the welfare state built over decades is being slowly demolished. The Congress 
President discussed the road map of the various agendas that need to be vigorously taken up. 

Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi expressed his concern that the UPA programs which transferred power from bureaucrats 
to the people like the rights based paradigms are being systematically attacked. Speaking on the occasion Former PM Dr. 
Manmohan Singh said we must not be defensive about the two dispension of the UPA as we achieved much and transformed 
India in many ways. He said the Government was hoodwinking the people on Growth data by giving doctored numbers and 
already experts within and outside the government were questioning them. Many UPA programs like the GST could not be 
implemented due to the obstructionist BJP. The BJP has now started viewing this UPA program as a game changer. Terming 
Prime Minister Modi as an adept Salesman, Event manager and communicator he is still thriving on the achievements made by 
the UPA Government. If a record 22,500 MW of power capacity has got commissioned during the first year of the NDA the credit 
accrues to UPA who had conceived and implemented these projects which have now got commissioned. It is not something 
which can be achieved in one year. The NDA having given very alluring slogans like Acche Din, and Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas, the 
Government has only remained a suit boot government, working for a few crony capitalists. The Congress Party called upon the 
people to unite and stand in steadfast opposition to a regressive, retrograde and anti poor government that only trade in clichés 
and sells lies.

The BJP always shouted themselves hoarse took to streets and obstructed the functioning of the parliament against false cases of 
purported misdemeanor of leaders of UPA. None of which has been proven to be correct till so far. They would settle for nothing 
less than the resignation of UPA Ministers to allow the country to function. In the matters related to their leaders Sushma Swaraj, 
Vasundhra Raje and Dushyant Singh there are open and shut cases of violations of protocol and aiding and abetting the case of a 
fugitive from Indian Government. Favours were taken from this person and there are proven financial dealings between the son 
of the Rajasthan CM and this fugitive. The Congress party demands that the BJP should waste no further time and dismiss these 
people from office.  Not only that, but proper legal proceedings have be initiated to bring these people to task. Instead of doing 
what is the right and decent thing the BJP is trying to create diversion by suddenly pouncing on Congress Leaders. Such actions 
will not pull wool over the eyes of the nation which can clearly see through the BJP’s designs and ill intentions. The Government 
is answerable for the acts of their Ministers and leaders and has to initiate action against them for their acts of violating laws. They 
cannot keep on hiding behind fig leafs.

The tussle between the AAP and The BJP Government at Delhi has taken alarming proportions. All this, of course, at the cost of 
the aam aadmi. So much for the Swatch Bharat abhiyan! The fight between the two parties has become a comic opera. Every other 
day there are two different officers posted to the same position?  Even the bureaucrats don’t really know whom to obey. The people 
of Delhi are really suffering as there is nothing called a government either in Delhi or its Municipal Corporation. Something must 
be done or the capital city will lose its charm forever. AAP party which really functions like an NGO has no clue about governance 
and keeps on taking confrontationist stances to acquire greater power. Before asking for more power let them at least gainfully 
utilize the powers already vested in them to fulfill the tall promises made to the people. Earlier Chief Ministers have achieved 
much with the same limitations. Even the BJP Government at the centre has no clue as to how to deal with such a situation.

The Congress is making preparedness for celebrating the 125th Birth anniversary of Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar in a grand 
way. To launch the anniversary celebrations Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi went to Mhow the birthplace of Babasaheb. 
Speaking to a large gathering he recounted the principles of Dr. Ambedkar and said true homage would only be paid if we really 
develop into a classless, casteless society. Something that Babasaheb always aspired for.He said that his services and that of his 
party were always available 24 x 7 for the poor, backwards and the downtrodden or anyone who needed his support to fight for 
their rights.

The visits of Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi, to various parts of the country to espouse the causes of people have 
invigorated the rank and file of Congress. He has galvanized the party which is now raring to take on the likes of the ruling party 
and not to tolerate the ill designs of the BJP. We in the Sandesh wish him a very happy 45th Birthday and feel confident that the 
party will grow from place to place under his leadership. v
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The strange case of the External Affairs Minister, a senior BJP leader, having 
held posts as a minister and a chief minister and Leader of opposition has 
thrown all propriety to wind to help a crony (family friend). She took it 
upon herself to override every other department including her own to offer 
her unequivocal support to a fugitive from justice. This incident which has 
come to light is just one more example about how the NDA Government 
functions. The Suit Boot Government which decided to offer support to a 
high profile socialite and former IPL Commissioner and gave her certificate 
of no objection on so called humanitarian grounds reeks of the culture of 
crony capitalism that is prevalent in the Modi Government. The external 
affairs minister took it upon herself to help an old crony, while writing on 
behalf of the nation to a foreign Government, over riding the written stance 
taken earlier in the same context with the same foreign Government. This 
Crony Capitalist really has a long line of supporters in the BJP beginning 
with PM Modi, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj,  Her husband and 
daughter, Chief Minister of Rajasthan Vasundhra Raje and now Dushyant 
Singh a BJP MP and son of CM Vasundhra Raje. The matter of the CM 
Vasundhra Raje is even more peculiar since she asks of a foreign country to 
keep her affidavit a secret from her own country. Clearly she always knew 
what she was doing was undesirable. FM Jaitley was right in naming this 
government as a suitcase government as bags full of money have rolled 
into the accounts of BJP MP Dushyant Singh son of CM Raje. A clear case 
of ‘round tripping’. A dummy company manages to sell shares valued at 
Rs. 10 at many times premium at Rs. 96,180 per share even while doing 
no business. An obvious quid pro quo. And here was the Prime Minister 
promising from the ramparts of Red Fort to bring back Black Money. 
How? By supporting a crony capitalist, who is the epitome of black money 
laundering, a fugitive from justice and a violator of finance laws?

A party which shouted from roof tops about propriety and integrity 
and nations pride is suddenly found not only lacking, but shirking its 
responsibility to the nation, by not initiating action against proven cases 
of indiscretion and removing them from office. The nation wants answers 
Mr. Prime Minister. At least a tweet Mr. PM as is your practice on all even 
trivial matters.
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I welcome all of you 
to this meeting 

of Congress Chief 
Ministers. 

Such conclaves have 
proved very useful in 
the past. I recall now 
how it was at a similar 
session at Guwahati 
way back in April 
2002 when we were in 
the Opposition at the 
Centre that the idea of 
RTI and MGNREGA first took shape and became part of our 
Party’s agenda.  

The new government took over at the Centre a little over a 
year ago.  Both its substance and style are now all-too-evident. 
Both are cause of great concern. They raise many disturbing 
questions. They should make us pause, reflect and give an 
appropriate response. 

In terms of substance, there are systematic attempts being 
made to dismantle the edifice of the welfare state built up over 
the decades by successive Congress governments, a state which 
promoted economic growth for the betterment of everybody 
but especially to meet the objectives of social justice and equity. 

Budgetary allocations in key areas like education, health, 
drinking water and sanitation, rural roads and livelihoods, 
women and child development and welfare of scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes have been slashed. This is clearly part 
of a new philosophy which abdicates the essential role of the 
Central government in social and human development and in 
strengthening local self-government institutions in rural and 
urban India.

Eleven states especially   of whom seven are represented here 
today have been dealt a grievous blow by the abolition of the 
Planning Commission and of the grouping called “special 
category states”. In the guise of giving more untied funds to 
states, the Centre has ended up imposing additional burdens 
on all of them. New fiscal architecture is all very well but at 
what cost and whose cost needs to be examined carefully. And 

OnE Of ThE LEssOns wE hAvE LEARnED fROm ThE LAsT 
ELECTIOn Is ThAT wE nEED TO vAsTLy ImpROvE OuR 

COmmunICATIOns AnD mARkETIng skILLs pARTICuLARLy In 
An ERA Of RApIDLy ChAngIng TEChnOLOgy : sonia gandhi

Speech of Congress President Smt Sonia Gandhi at the CM’s Conclave on 9th June 2015 at AICC Headquarters

what is the justification 
for giving huge tax 
cut bonanzas to the 
corporate sector while 
drastically cutting 
public expenditures 
for vital social sector 
programmes?

In terms of style, there 
is unprecedented 
centralisation of power 
and authority, the 
deliberate by-passing 

of Parliamentary procedures and practices, threats to civil 
society and warnings to the judiciary. The Prime Minister has 
broken with tradition and taken domestic politics to audiences 
abroad. Boastful claims, exaggerations and downright 
falsehoods characterise most of his statements. His election 
promises are now being dismissed, in the words of one of his 
own key colleagues, as “chunavi jumlas”. 

And of course, on a number of important issues the Prime 
Minister has made a U-turn on his earlier positions. On some, 
like the GST and UID, he seems to have discovered their virtues. 
But on other turnabouts, like on the 2013 land acquisition law 
and on the National Food Security Act, he has  to be strongly 
opposed. It is alarming that the coverage under the National 
Food Security Act is proposed to be reduced from 67% to 40% 
and the entire system of food procurement including MSP is 
under assault.  

There is another aspect of both substance and style that I should 
mention and this relates to a dangerous duplicitous game that 
is being played out. On the one hand, the Prime Minister wants 
to project himself as the great champion of good governance 
and Constitutional values while on the other he allows many of 
his colleagues to make vile statements and  foment communal 
polarisation. This has already damaged our secular fabric. 
An atmosphere of fear and foreboding has been deliberately 
created.  

Friends, as Chief Ministers you must work with the Centre 
in the best interests of your state even as you express your 

Chief Minister’s ConClave
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views frankly. But at the same time we as Congressmen and 
women have to confront the Modi Government and engage in 
agitations against it when it works against the public interest. I 
should also  make it absolutely clear: It is the responsibility of 
the Central Government to create and maintain an atmosphere 
conducive for cooperation and consensus.

Each Chief Minister faces different challenges. You would 
undoubtedly be interacting with the Central government in 
this regard. But today, we are meeting as a collective forum to 
formulate a common position in key areas in keeping with our 
Party’s priorities and policies. That is how the day’s discussion 

has been structured and I would like our chief ministers to tell 
us what we should be doing as a Party even as you keep your 
state’s own special needs in mind.

Three areas invite our immediate and focussed attention: first, 
the manner in which the UPA’s flagship programmes are now 
being implemented by the Centre and the impact that the 
change is having; second, the manner in which some of the 
UPA’s key pro-poor policies are being diluted; and third, the 
new schemes introduced by the Centre and how the Congress-
ruled states are geared to implement them. 

Some of the states represented here today will face elections 
in the next year.  While our main purpose is to discuss the 
Centre’s policies, we should also spend some time talking 
about the implementation of  the state-level manifestos. How 
far have we been able to fulfill the pledges we made and what 
are the important unfinished tasks? Do we need the Centre’s 
assistance/cooperation in this regard and if we do what should 
be our approach? I have been told by some of you that many key 

areas like rural roads for instance have been badly hit because 
of cuts in budgetary allocations. How do we deal with such 
situations? 

One of the lessons we have learned from the last election 
is that we need to vastly improve our communications and 
marketing skills particularly in an era of rapidly changing 
technology. We can have great accomplishments but they have 
to reach the people. The Party organisation of course is the 
primary instrument for such dissemination and propagation. 
Your administration and the Party organisation have to work 
cohesively with each other. As Chief Ministers you have a 
special responsibility to ensure that Party workers are motivated 
and enthused to become champions of the achievements of the 
governments you run. 

Friends, you are all aware that we have been commemorating 
the 125th birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru and have 
recently launched the 125th birth anniversary celebrations 
of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. Jawaharlal Nehru is now under 
sustained assault by forces that guide the ruling establishment. 
His fundamental contributions are being belittled. His legacy 
which has enabled our country to flourish an as open, liberal 

democracy rejoicing in its diversity 
is being threatened.This must be 
stoutly resisted.  As Chief Ministers, 
you ought to counter this assault by 
arranging appropriate programmes 
commemorating his birth anniversary in 
the coming months and culminating on 
the 14th of November. 

Even today we fail to fully appreciate the 
remarkable scale of what Dr BR Ambedkar accompalished.  
His faith in democracy which he shared with Nehru and all 
the stalwards of the Freedom movement is one of his proud 
legacies to our country. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was the main 
architect of our Constitution, a role he was enabled to play by 
the Congress Party because of his outstanding capabilities. 
Rahulji has launched the celebrations for his 125th Birth 
Anniversary in Mhow recently.  A number of programmes are 
being planned but I believe that the best tribute we can pay him 
is by ensuring each Congress-ruled state gives statutory status 
to implementing the scheduled caste plan and tribal sub-plan. 
Our UPA government had finalised legislation in this regard. 
Our states should now take it forward. 

We have a packed agenda ahead of us. I would request you to 
be pointed in your interventions so that we can cover all the 
ground we have laid out before us.

Thank you. I will now request Dr. Manmohan Singh to share 
his views with us. v

Chief Minister’s ConClave

Budgetary allocations in key areas like education, 
health, drinking water and sanitation, rural roads 
and livelihoods, women and child development and 
welfare of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes have 
been slashed.
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wE AChIEvED muCh AnD TRAnsfORmED 
InDIA In mAny wAys. mAny Of OuR 
InITIATIvEs ARE bEIng REpACkAgED AnD 
ARE bEIng AggREssIvELy mARkETED As 
sOmEThIng nEw, I hAvE TO ACknOwLEDgE 
ThAT my suCCEssOR hAs bEEn A mORE 
ADEpT sALEsmAn, EvEnT mAnAgER AnD 
COmmunICATOR ThAn mE: Dr. manmohan singh

Speech of Dr. Manmohan Singh on the occasion of Chief Ministers’ Conclave, 9th June, 2015

Respected Sonia Gandhiji, Shri Rahul Gandhi, and 
Dear Colleagues, I would like to make a couple of 
observations on the issues which are being discussed 

at our meeting.

There is somewhat of an euphoria that our GDP growth since 
2014-15 has started accelerating once again. But doubts have 
been expressed both within and outside Government about 
the validity of new GDP numbers. This controversy has to be 
resolved without any loss of further time. I hope that we set 
aside politics for this purpose. This CSO is a fine organization 
and we have produced some of the finest statisticians of the 
world. I do hope that we will be able to settle this controversy 
on GDP number soon. Whatever the Prime Minister and 
Finance Minister might say, our credibility is under question 
and doubt. And I certainly hope that they respect the autonomy 
of institutions that have stood us in good stead like the RBI of 
which Indiraji had made me Governor over thirty years ago.

I am all for greater untied funds being made available to 
state governments. But I am concerned that the Planning 
Commission that helped weaker states and poorer regions 
has been abolished hastily. Also, the Central government has 
a fundamental responsibility in social sectors that it simply 
cannot escape. It is the Centre’s funding for elementary and 
secondary education from the mid-1990s that has made a huge 
difference and we were beginning to do so in health as well 
when we were in power. But the 2015/16 Budget has been a big 
setback for Central allocations for essential social and human 
development programmes and I do not see all states being in 
a position to compensate for these cuts. We should ask the 
Government to come out with a paper on the impact of budget 
proposals of 2015-16 on the combined public sector spending  
Centre and States  on essential social sectors, particularly 
education and health. I would also like to suggest that this 
is the time for states to strengthen their own planning and 
evaluation capabilities so that the extra resources are deployed 
in the best manner possible.

We made every effort to make GST a reality but we were up 
against an obstructionist BJP. Now of course, the BJP has 
become the greatest champion of GST but I am not sure that 
the legislation we are presently considering is the best route 
forward. It helps neither the Centre nor does it help states, a 
least the majority of them. And if the revenue-neutral GST 
rate is in excess of those prevailing elsewhere then we may 
not be able to derive adequate benefit from GST. As it is there 
are far too many exemptions and some provisions that were 
there in our Bill have been dropped. The provision regarding 
the imposition of one percent additional levy on supply of 
goods which, unlike the GST, is an origin based and not a 
consumption based taxation, also needs a fresh look. There 
is also merit in the demand of States for a full 100 percent 
compensation for revenue losses in the first 5 years unlike the 
provision in the present bill for 100 percent compensation in 
the first three years, 75% in the fourth year and 50% in the 
fifth year. This is because all States may not be able to put in 
place the implementation architecture of the GST in a shorter 
period.

The prospects for this year’s monsoon look uncertain. I am 
sure our Chief Ministers have started taking preparatory action 
to deal with the situation that is likely to arise. Programmes 
like MGNREGA especially have an important role to play in 
alleviating distress. We should not wait for the Centre to move 
but should be proactive seeking Central assistance wherever 
necessary. I also think that Congress-ruled states should be 
setting the pace in the implementation of the National Food 
Security Act. I should also mention here that I worry at the 
cavalier manner in which the Centre is dealing with issues 
relating to MSP and foodgrain procurement. The Congress 
President has drawn our attention to this in her opening 
remarks as well.

Right now, the land acquisition law is the subject of intense 
political debate. That is because of the insensitive manner in 
which the Centre has tried to force through its amendments. 

continued on page 9
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But this is not the only area of concern. Legislation that we 
introduced for the welfare of tribal communities, for the 
protection of the environment and forests, for empowering 
gram panchayats and for bringing in transparency and 
accountability in administration are all being diluted in their 
implementation. I am all for facilitating ease of doing business. 
India’s pressing social welfare objectives cannot be met unless 
in the decade 2004-14. And this was real, not just statistical 
growth I might add.
We must not be defensive about the two UPA administrations 
which I was privileged to head. We achieved much and 
transformed India in many ways. Many of our initiatives 

OuR sTATEs musT ALsO fOCus 
CLEARLy On OnE OR TwO 
pROgRAmmEs AnD shOwCAsE 
ThEm As ThE bEsT In ThE COunTRy 
Remarks of Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi at 
CMs Meeting held on 9th June 2015 at the AICC Headquarters

•	 I	think	the	biggest	issue	facing	our	country	today	is	that	a	lot	
of work that UPA did over the last ten years that transferred 
power from bureaucratic systems to the people- like our 
rights based paradigms- Right to Work, Right to Information, 
Right to Food etc are being systematically attacked.

•	We	are	discussing	whether	the	amount	of	money	has	been	
reduced in social welfare schemes but the real issue is not 
that the money has been reduced but the fact that the nature 
of the programmes has been questioned, challenged and is 
being systematically destroyed. MNREGA is a right based 
programme, RTI is a right based programme- that means if 
somebody demands it, the government has to give it. I think 
this is certainly being questioned. So whenever we see that, 
we must defend it. 

•	 I	believe	that	the	most	powerful	asset	that	this	country	has	
is the genius and the capability of our people and the more 
power we give to them, in whatever way, the better India will 
do. This is fundamentally different from what our opposition 
believes. Our opposition believes in centralizing power and 
ensuring that one or two people run our country. If you look 
at all the successes of the Congress Party whether it is Green 
Revolution, White Revolution, Telecom Revolution, Bank 
Nationalization etc: all these programmes in one way or 
another, empowered people in large numbers.

•	The	 BJP	 and	 the	 Prime	 Minister	 simplify	 MNREGA	 to	
say that we are simply giving free jobs to people. In fact, 
MNREGA completely transformed the rural economy over 
the last 5-7 years. A lot of the economic benefits that  came 
from MNREGA, the benefits that came from creating a 
minimum wage have been simply ignored by them. 

•	 So	 one	 aspect	 is	 that	 we	 have	 to	 defend	 the	 right	 based	
paradigm, we have to defend decentralization. Second thing 
is in the states where we are in power, we demonstrate that 
we are following the basic Congress thought pattern, which 
is: we are decentralizing power, pushing power down to 
Panchayats, empowering people. 

•	We	must	also	maintain	a	minimum	level	of	performance.	It	
should be felt that the nine Congress State Governments are 
the best performing Governments in the country. 

•	 Over	the	last	ten	years,	we	developed	a	paradigm	which	was	
quite successful. The people benefited from it. Now we have 
to evolve this paradigm into a new set of ideas and large 
number of those ideas are going to come from our State 
Governments. They are going to come from the work that 
you are doing. So I think, it is important that we face the next 
election, with a new model, a new way of thinking about the 
future and I think the state Governments have a big role to 
play. 

•	 Our	states	must	also	focus	clearly	on	one	or	two	programmes	
and showcase them as the best in the Country. Whether it is 
Education, PDS, or any other issue, everybody should say: 
yes the Government of Karnataka or the Government of 
Kerala is the best in this. 

•	 I	 think	 the	 Chief	 Ministers	 here	 have	 great	 amount	 of	
wisdom, great amount of experience and they can guide us 
in developing such a paradigm. So I am looking forward to 
hearing what they have to say. v

are being repackaged and are being aggressively marketed as 
something new, I have to acknowledge that my successor has 
been a more adept salesman, event manager and communicator 
than me. But the UPA story should not get lost and its solid 
accomplishments should not be forgotten. If the Power 
Minister of the Modi Government can claim that a record 
22,500 megawatt of power capacity has got commissioned in 
the first year of Mr. Modi, it is because projects conceived by 
the UPA and executed in its tenure have got commissioned 
now. If the Communications Minister can claim that India 
is connected today, it is because 3 crore Indians had mobile 
phones in 2004 and over 80 crore in 2014. v

continued from page 8
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COngREss pREsIDEnT ExpREssEs shOCk 
OvER mILITAnTs ATTACk On ARmy 
COnvOy In mAnIpuR
20 soldiers killed in Manipur ambush in 
deadliest attack on army in 33 years

new Delhi: At least 20 soldiers were 
killed and over a dozen injured in a well-
planned and clinically executed militant 
ambush in Manipur’s Chandel district on 
4th June 2015 morning   the deadliest such blow to the Army 
since 1982 when 20 jawans were killed in the state leading to 
escalation of militancy for years to come.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed shock 
at the attack over an army convoy in Manipur leading to 
the death and injury of several Armymen. Describing 
the ambush attack by militants as dastardly and cowardly, 
Smt. Gandhi hoped that the killers of the vanguards of our 
National Integrity will be brought to the book at the earliest.

Extending her condolences to the family members of the 
martyrs, Smt. Gandhi said that the Congress Party as indeed 
the entire nation stood indebted once again to the brave sons 
of India. v

This meeting of Chief Ministers of Congress-ruled states 
chaired by the Congress President

Deplores the deliberate attempts being made by certain 
sections of the ruling establishment to disturb social peace 
and communal harmony and resolves to resist these attempts 
forcefully;

Rejects the boastful claims, exaggerations and downright 
falsehoods of the Central Government on its achievements 
over the past year and its systematic efforts to deny the UPA 
government rightful credit for the undoubted progress made 
by the country during 2004-14;

Expresses grave concern over the Central Government 
abdicating its primary responsibility in human and social 
development and the substantial cuts in the Centre’s allocations 
for essential programmes in areas like education, health, women 
and child development, drinking water and sanitation, rural 
roads and livelihoods and agriculture and cooperation and 
calls upon the Central Government to restore the allocations to 
these critical programmes; 

Reiterates its opposition to the hasty and ill-considered abolition 
of the Planning Commission and to the manner in which the 
distinction between special category and non special category 
states has been done away with thereby adversely affecting the 
eight northeastern states, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Jammu and Kashmir as also the new state of Andhra Pradesh; 
and demands the restoration of special category status to these 
states.

Recalls that it was the UPA government that first introduced 
legislation for GST in March 2011 but which was not allowed 
to be taken forward by the BJP and points out that the present 
Constitution (122nd Amendment) Bill to allow for GST has 
several shortcomings that need to be addressed before it finally 
becomes law.

Rejects the proposed amendments to the Right to Fair 
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 and also the 
recommended dilutions in the National Food Securit Act, 2013;

Opposes in the strongest possible terms the Centre’s moveses 
to dilute RTI, MGNREGA, the Forest Rights Act, 2006, labour 
laws and laws related to the protection of environment and 
forests;

Resolves to pass state-level legislation to give statutory status 
to the Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan and the Tribal Sub-Plan 
(TSP) and demands that the Centre do the same along the 

REsOLuTIOn

lines proposed by the UPA government and for which draft 
legislation was prepared. This would be the best tribute to the 
memory of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar on the occasion of his 
125th birth anniversary; and

Condemns the despicable efforts being made by the ruling 
establishment to denigrate and destroy the multi-faceted legacy 
of Jawaharlal Nehru the architect of the modern Indian nation-
state and resolves to uphold his vision at all times.

The meeting also

Demands that the Central government continue with the 
North-East Industrial and Investment Promotion Policy 2007 
that was unilaterally scrapped in December 2014; and

Calls upon the Centre to work with the State governments in 
the north-east on matters of internal security, foreign policy 
and on tackling problems arising out of porous International 
borders. v



Congress sandesh | 11 |  JUne 2015

Chief Minister’s ConClave

new Delhi: A day-long conclave of its nine party Chief 
Ministers to step up campaign against the Modi government 
was held on 9th June, 2015 at AICC Headquarters. 
Challenging the Centre’s boast of implementing “cooperative 
federalism”, it accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi of 
centralising power and riding roughshod over the States.

Earlier,the BJP-led NDA government decreased Central 
allocations for critical social welfare programmes and 
ended the concept of special category status States, the last 
affecting seven of the 11 States ruled by the Congress.

Congress vice-president Shri Rahul Gandhi later said: “This 
government is giving with one hand, and taking away with 
the other”   a reference to the States getting a greater share 
of taxes but losing more through the “restructuring” of 
Central social welfare programmes.

The meeting discussed and resolved to make good the 

A REpORT

COngREss 
DECEnTRALIzED 
pOwER TO 
EmpOwER 
COmmOn mAn 
buT mODI Is 
CEnTRALIsIng 
pOwER

shortfall in spending in five key areas in their States   health, 
education, agriculture, women and child development, 
drinking water and cleanliness.

In the opening speech, Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi urged the Chief Ministers to resort to agitations 
when the Centre worked against the public interest   even 
while working with it to serve the interest of their States.

Congress President also asked the north-eastern Chief 
Ministers to once again seek a meeting with the Prime 
Minister to urge him to work with them on matters of 
internal security, foreign policy and on tackling problems 
arising out of porous international borders.

Simultaneously, Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
told them that they must demand that the Centre revive the 
North East Industrial and  Investment  Policy of 2007 that 
it had unilaterally scrapped in December 2014  this finds 
mention in the resolution the conclave passed.

The PM was systematically dismantling the welfare state, 
she charged.

The Meeting was chaired by Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi.  The Meeting was attended by AICC Vice 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi, former Prime Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, Shri A.K. Antony. Shri Motilal Vora, 
Shri Ahmed Patel, Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, Shri Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, Shri P. Chidambaram, Shri M. Veerappa Moily, 
Shri Anand Sharma, Shri Jairam Ramesh, Shri K. Raju, with 
the all the nine Congress Ruled Chief Ministers and AICC 
General Secretaries. v
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new Delhi:  Congress President, Smt.  Sonia Gandhi has urged 
Prime Minister to bring the SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities 
(Amendment) Bill to Parliament in the monsoon session. Ms. 
Gandhi pointed out that the previous UPA government had 
promulgated an Ordinance shortly before demitting office last 
year in order to strengthen the implementation of the original 
Act.

The context for her letter arose due to a recent spate of atrocities 
against Dalits, the most chilling being the one that took place 
on May 14 in Rajasthan’s Nagaur district where a long-standing 
land dispute led to killing of 17 Dalits.

The text of the letter wrote to Prime Minister on 1st Jun2, 2015, 
is as follows:-

“I want to bring to your attention the distressing rise in the 
incidence of atrocities against Dalits across the country. In 
Nagaur district of Rajasthan, 17 Dalits were mowed down by a 
tractor by members of another community over a longstanding 
land dispute. 4 Dalits have died while another is critical. Three 
months earlier, 3 Dalits were burned alive in the same district. 
Rajasthan is not an isolated State; other States have witnessed 
brutal assaults on Dalits such as the shocking instance of a Dalit 
youth being murdered in Shirdi, Maharashtra  a stone’s throw 
away from the local police station  for having an Ambedkar 
ring-tone on his mobile phone.

It is important for the ends of justice to ensure that a fair and 
impartial inquiry is conducted in these cases and the guilty are 

punished as per law. However, it is equally important to ensure 
that the institutional machinery charged with the welfare and 
protection of Dalits is strengthened and made accountable so 
that all Dalits are able to access justice as a matter of right. It 
is with this intention that the UPA-2 Government brought in 
the SC/ST [Prevention of Atrocities] Amendment Ordinance 
2014, which among other things sought to strengthen the 
implementation of the SCs and STs [Prevention of Atrocities] 
Act, 1989. It is a matter of disappointment that NDA government 
allowed the Ordinance to lapse by sending it to the Standing 
Committee. Even though the Standing Committee submitted its 
report in December 2014, Government did not bring it to the 
Parliament for passage in the budget session.

I therefore urge you to bring the Bill for passage in the upcoming 
Monsoon Session.”

The letter came on the heels of Ms. Gandhi directing all 
Congress units to organise commemorative functions through 
the year to honour the Dalit icon. For the Congress, Mhow’s 
significance lies not just in it being Ambedkar’s birthplace but 
also because it is one of the three places associated with the Dalit 
icon that the government is planning to develop as part of the 
slew of activities under consideration for the anniversary.On 1st 
June 2015, Smt. Sonia Gandhi convened a meeting of the Dr. 
Ambedkar 125th Birth Anniversary Celebrations Committee   
attended by the party’s senior-most leaders including former 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. v

letter to the PriMe Minister

Congress president urges the prime minister to bring the  
‘sC/sT pREvEnTIOn Of ATROCITIEs (AmEnDmEnT) bILL’  

to parliament in the monsoon session

smT. shEILA kAuL pAssEs AwAy
Ghaziabad: Former Union Minister Sheila Kaul, sister-in-
law of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and oldest surviving former 
parliamentarian, died after a brief illness in a hospital in 
Ghaziabad, UP on 14th June, 2015. She was 100.

A former Himachal Pradesh Governor, Smt. Kaul had been 
unwell for the past few days and was admitted to the hospital 
in the evening of 13th June, 2015, where she breathed her last 
at 8 p.m.

A five-time MP, Smt. Shiela Kaul was born on February 7th, 
1915. She was an arts graduate from Lahore Women’s College 
and had a degree in teaching from Sir Ganga Ram Training 
College, Lahore. She was married to renowned Botanist 
Kailash Nath Kaul. Smt. Kaul is survived by sons Gautam 
Kaul, a retired IPS officer, and Vikram Kaul, an international 
sports administrator, besides daughter Deepa Kaul, a former 
Information Minister in U.P.She was an Urban Development 
Minister in the Narasimha Rao Cabinet.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed deep 
sadness at the passing away of veteran party leader Smt. 

Sheila Kaul. Extending 
her condolences to the 
friends and family of 
Smt. Kaul, Smt. Gandhi 
eulogised her role as 
an MP, Union Minister 
and Governor in public 
career extending over 5 
decades. Smt. Gandhi 
said that her absence 
will be felt by the Congress party for a long time to come.
In a condolence message Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said ‘deeply saddened at the passing away of Smt. Sheila 
Kaul. A veteran Congress leader she served the party and the 
people of the country with dedication. My condolences to her 
family and friends’.
smt sonia Gandhi attends funeral
Her mortal remains were consigned to flames at 4.30 p.m. 
in the presence of Congress president Sonia Gandhi, former 
Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit and several other party 
leaders.  v
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125th Birth anniversary

Today we have gathered here to honour a great person of 
the country.

Babasaheb Ambedkar brought light in the lives of Dalit and 
weaker sections. By his thought he struck a big blow on the 
thousand year old wall of casteism. His message of ‘get educated’, 
‘struggle, stay organized’, still echoes today.

The contributions of Babasaheb cannot be restricted in the 
limitations by restricting in the boundaries of the country and 
caste. Babasaheb has done lot of work for the Dalits. He was not 
only for the Dalits. His valuable contribution was to get women 
empowerment, right for the labourers and in the establishment 
of Reserve Bank of India.

Babasaheb was a symbol against atrocities. He was not only for 
country but for the entire world.

He laid the foundation of our country alongwith Gandhiji, 
Nehruji, Sardar Patel and Maulana Azad.

Today, we can see the effect of this thought all around us.

The right of ‘one man one vote’ derived from the Indian 
Constitution altogether changed the image of the society. 
Gandhiji, Nehruji and Ambedkar ji jointly completed this 
work. No single person could have done this work.

Today, the voice of all sections of the society can be heard in 
Panchayats, in Assemblies and in the Parliament.

But, despite so much progress in the country, the dream of the 
people. The dream of Babasaheb is still incomplete.

In Ahmednagar, Sagar Sejwal was murdered for putting 
Babasaheb’s ring tone in his phone. This incident shows that 
social equality has not come in our country.

When Zeshan Ali, despite his talent, does not get the job 
because of his name shows that the economic opportunities are 
not equally distributed in the country.

When the voice of some students of IIT Madras is suppressed, 
just because they are connected with the Ambedkar  Periyar 
Study Circle. Then this incident shows that rights of some 

people are still being snatched today.

When Babasaheb talked about ending casteism it was not an 
impossibility. There should not be any disparity on the basis of 
caste or religion. In our Constitution all Indians are equal, all 
Indians have equal rights and right to opportunities.

Babasaheb’s dream to wipe out casteism the dream of 
Annihilation of Caste is still incomplete. Even today, caste is 
given importance in our country.

It is 65 years now since the implementation of the Constitution, 
but casteism is still deep-rooted in our politics, our schools and 
in our minds.

Caste may probably not stop you from going ahead in politics, 
but can stop you in getting a job. In this country today, maybe 
you may not be stopped to obtain justice in the court because 
of casteism but it can stop you from getting good education in 
schools.

The truth is that even today nobody in India can stay aloof 
from casteism.

We have to uproot casteism at the grass-root. If casteism means 
giving rights to few and denying rights to others, then our fight 
is to give equal rights to all.

Land Redistribution, Bank Nationalization and NREGA were a 
few steps taken by the Congress Government. We did not give 
the right to education and food to any particular caste, but they 

whEnEvER ThERE Is 
InjusTICE, whEThER 
hE Is A DALIT, ADIvAsI, 
wOmEn OR A pERsOn Of 
Any RELIgIOn, COngREss 
pARTy wILL bE sEEn 
sTAnDIng wITh ThEm: 
Rahul gandhi

Rahul Gandhi’s Speech at the launch of Babasaheb Ambedkar’s 125th Anniversary celebration  
at Mhow, Indore on 2nd June, 2015
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aMBeDkar’s 125th Birth anniversary

were implemented for all Indians.

While celebrating the 125th Anniversary programmes of Babasaheb 
we have to remember that for whom did he fight the battle. With 
whom will the Congress Party stand, with whom will it continue to 
stand. Whenever there is injustice, whether he is a Dalit, Adivasi, 
Women or a person of any religion, Congress Party will be seen 
standing with them.

During the past few years there was lot of economic development in 
India. What all is required for the development of India?

Some say that we require infrastructure. Some say that we need roads 
and rail lines. Other say that we require employment.

All these things are very necessary. But as long as few people are 
denied their rights, till then India will not attain its full capability.

I want that whatever economic growth has taken place in the past 
ten years, all should move ahead by taking advantage of that. Every 
person of this country should get the benefit of it. Boys and girls from 
all classes should not only get government jobs but should also get 
private jobs. People of all religion and all class should get a chance 
to become entrepreneurs, to become CEO in big-big companies, and 
work on high government posts.

There can never be two opinions on it.

Casteism is a reality and to remove this we all have the responsibility 
to fulfill that great mission of Babasaheb.

This is a difficult job. We should not feel that India does not have 
any danger from these thoughts, which show one person lower from 
another. We have to make efforts every moment to make those powers 
and the walls, for which Babasaheb fought all his life. Such thinking of 
making one fight against another makes all of us weak. Centralization 
of power makes casteism strong and decentralization of power 
weakens casteism. Ambedkarji also spoke about it.

To fight against these beliefs is not easy. But the life of Babasaheb 
teaches us that change does not come easily. He too knew about it that 
the old walls created over  thousands of years to suppress the weak 
will not be demolished in a night. And we have to make a continuous 
effort in this regard.

We can claim an achievement if a woman, without any fear travels in 
a bus.

Our second victory will be if an entrepreneur from Jhabua or a college 
student of Aligarh will get the opportunity to walk ahead inclusively 
in this economy.

With every victory this wall will be brought down.

But I want to remind that to fulfill the dreams of Babasaheb and his 
mission, the full responsibility is mine, of the Congress Party and 
every citizen of this country.

All have to come forward and take full responsibility in defeating the 
issue of casteism.

Today, I appeal to all the youths that they should not keep quite so that 
slowly those walls are brought down which are keeping us away from 
the dreams of Babasaheb Ambedkar.v

COngREss TAkEs CAmpAIgn TO mhOw

COngREss pREsIDEnT shRI 
RAhuL gAnDhI pAys TRIbuTE TO 
AmbEDkAR AT hIs bIRThpLACE
Mhow (Madhya Pradesh): Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi launched Congress party’s year 
long celebrations of the 125th birth anniversary of 
Babasaheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar next April 14 from 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambekdar’s birth place Mhow. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi in a day-long visit here on 2nd June, 
2015 visited the birth place of Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar, 
the chief architect of Indian Constitution, and paid rich 
floral tributes at the grand memorial of the Dalit icon.

Today also marks the centenary of Ambedkar’s 
graduation from Columbia University in the USA.

Mhow, earlier known as Military Head Quarter of War 
(Mhow), was in 2003 re-christened as Dr. Ambedkar 
Nagar.

Soon after landing in Indore, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
drove to this cantonment town where the memorial to 
Ambedkar is located.

The Congress Vice President was accompanied by 
party General Secretary Shri Digvijay Singh and former 
Union Minister Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde, Madhya 
Pradesh, AICC SC Department’s Chairman, Shri K. 
Raju, PCC President, Shri Arun Yadav and other senior 
leaders.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi’s outreach 
campaign includes addressing a public meeting and 
interaction with Dalit leaders and activists later in the 
day.

After paying tributes at the statue of Ambedkar 
memorial in Kali Paltan area, Shri Gandhi meditated 
for nearly five minutes.

“He asked me, ‘kya, meditation kare?’ Hum baithe 
(we sat). Soon, he was so immersed that he had to be 
gently shaken (when it was time to leave),’’ president 
of Babasaheb Ambedkar Memorial Society Bhante 
Sanghsheel said.

The monk was impressed by Rahul’s grasp of Vipassana. 
“I wanted to help him but he knew the technique, he is 
trained. I’m sure he practises it daily. The moment I saw 
the abha (glow) on his face, I realised he is a vipasi”.

He also had a close look at the Dalit icon’s photos 
displayed at the memorial. v
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CoMMent

The Congress Party under the leadership of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi decided to go for yearlong celebrations to 
commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of one 

of our nation’s most inspirational leaders, Babasaheb Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar. In many ways, the decision was historic. 
For the party, the yearlong celebrations present an historic 
opportunity to celebrate the vast achievements of Babasaheb 
and reaffirm its commitment to its core constituents, the poor 
and marginalized of India.

On June 2nd, Congress Vice-President Shri. Rahul Gandhi 
launched the yearlong celebrations in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, 
the birthplace of Babasaheb, The date is significant for it also 
marks the centenary anniversary of Babasaheb’s graduation 
from Columbia University.

Though the yearlong celebrations are intended to celebrate 
Babasaheb and his life’s work, they are not limited to only that. 
The Congress Party also perceives the yearlong celebrations 
as an opportunity for honest engagement with the Indian 
public, and Dalits in particular, regarding the party’s greatly 
misunderstood relationship with Babasaheb. The party 
believes this is especially necessary because some political 
parties opposed to the Congress Party have spread malicious 
lies about the Congress Party and Babasaheb for their own 
political gains. Dalit parties have purposely presented a 
distorted picture of the Congress Party and Babasaheb 
Ambedkar as adversaries, the former constricting 
and suppressing the latter, rather t h a n 
uplifting and supporting him. Of late, 
in a blatant attempt to gain Dalit vote 
share, the BJP and RSS too have intensified 
this malicious campaign against the Congress 
Party. 

In order to deceive the public, these organisations have 
engaged in a systematic misinformation campaign 
repudiating the extensive instances of collaboration and 
consensus between the Congress Party and Babasaheb 
Ambedkar, and exaggerating the areas where the two 
disagreed. The Congress Party was the target of this libel 
and malevolent propaganda for decades. The yearlong 
celebrations are meant to shed light on the real nature of 
the relationship, and settle once and for all the accusations 
heaped on the party by these vested interest groups.

The main messages that will be used to dispel the 

bAbAsAhEb DR. b.R. AmbEDkAR’s  
125Th bIRTh AnnIvERsARy CELEbRATIOns

misconceptions about the Congress and 
Babasaheb Ambedkar are:

1. The RSS and the BJP are built on an 
ideology that is profoundly antithetical 
to the political and social views of 
Babasaheb Ambedkar.

The primary struggle of Ambedkar 
was against caste-based hierarchical 
social order that relegated the Dalits as 
slaves for thousands years. The RSS was 
created to preserve that order. While Babasaheb strongly 
advocated reservations for SC/STs, the BJP was born from a 
movement against reservation for SC/STs, which later grew to 
become a movement against reservations for OBCs after the 
implementation of the Mandal Commission Report.

In fact, Babasaheb’s writings, including Annihilation of Caste 
and Riddles in Hinduism both target the hierarchies espoused 
by Hinduism as the reason for Dalit’s oppression in society. 

Electorally, Babasaheb was also firmly against aligning with 
parties from the Hindu right. In India’s first general election 
in 1952, Dr. Ambedkar’s Scheduled Caste Federation (SCF), 
in alliance with the Praja Socialist Party led by Jayaprakash 
Narayan, ruled out an “alliance with any reactionary party such 
as Hindu Mahasabha and Jan Sangh as communal parties”. 

The RSS has always failed to acknowledge the 
authority of the Constitution of India. 

In fact, the first NDA government 
under Vajpayee set up a commission to 
arbitrarily “review” the Constitution.

The current BJP government has also 
failed to show any special interest in 

uplifting the Dalit community. The BJP 
has allowed the SC/ST (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Amendment Ordinance to 
lapse, despite the growing number of 
atrocities across the country. As a response 
to the government’s indifference to the 
rising atrocities, the Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi wrote a letter on 1st June, 
2015 to the Prime Minister calling on him to 

k raju
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introduce and pass the bill in the upcoming monsoon session.

Furthermore, in its national budget, the BJP has allocated 
around 60% less than the norms prescribed in the SC/ST 
sub-plans. In light of its overt disinterest in supporting pro-
Dalit and Adivasi legislation, the BJP’s attempts to appropriate 
Babasaheb as its own icon are disingenuous and opportunistic.

2. The Congress Party and Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
were in strong agreement on the need for Dalit upliftment and 
worked actively towards achieving it.

When vested interests attempt to present the Congress Party 
as adversarial to Babasaheb Ambedkar, they often point to 
the Poona Pact, and use it to paint the two as irreconcilably 
opposed. It is true that the members of the Congress Party and 
Babasaheb Ambedkar disagreed on certain occasions. But their 
fundamental agreement on issues and ideology overshadowed 
all else, and allowed a partnership to exist.

It is important to remember the many fundamental and crucial 
aspects on which they firmly stood together. The Gandhi-
led Congress and Ambedkar agreed on many critical issues, 
including political reservation for Dalits/Tribals, temple entry, 
inter-caste dining and marriages, eradication of untouchability, 
and giving new employment opportunities. This is much 
farther than any group in the Hindu right was willing to go for 
the Dalit and Tribal community.

In its 1917 session, the Congress Party was the first party in 
India to publicly repudiate Untouchability and call for its 
removal in the country.

3. As Chairman of the Drafting Committee, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
worked in close partnership with the Congress Party in shaping 
and drafting the Constitution of India.

While Babasaheb Ambedkar is recognized as the Father of the 
Indian Constitution, little emphasis is given to the collaboration 
between the Congress Party and Babasaheb Ambedkar that 
went behind it. From the very beginning, the Congress Party 
aspired to give Babasaheb a chief role in planning and drafting 
the Constitution. 

Though Ambedkar entered the Constituent Assembly in 1946 
from East Bengal, he lost his seat following Partition. It was 
the Congress Party, realizing Ambedkar was too valuable to 
lose, that pushed for his reentry into the Constituent Assembly 
by requesting him to occupy M.R. Jayakar’s seat following his 
resignation, instead of G.V. Mavlankar, who himself went on to 
become the Speaker of the first Lok Sabha. Indeed, the effort to 
retain Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly was supported 
actively by Pandit Nehru, Rajendra Prasad and Sardar Patel.

Furthermore, though an overwhelming majority of the 
Constituent Assembly was composed of Congress members, 
the Congress leaders acknowledged that Babasaheb’s vision 
of a society without hierarchies was in consonance with their 

own. As a result, the Congress Party conferred the tremendous 
task of drafting the Constitution to Babasaheb Ambedkar by 
making him Chairman of the Drafting Committee.

The collaborative spirit between the Congress and Babasaheb 
was so deep that Babasaheb later publicly acknowledged 
and appreciated the support given to him by the Congress 
Party in drafting the Constitution. In a famous speech to the 
Constituent Assembly on November 25, 1949, Babasaheb 
stated that

“It is because of the discipline of the Congress Party that the 
Drafting Committee was able to pilot the Constitution in the 
Assembly with the sure knowledge as to the fate of each article 
and amendment. The Congress Party is, therefore, entitled to 
all the credit for the smooth sailing of the Draft Constitution 
in the Assembly.”

The final product is thus a reflection of both the genius of 
Babasaheb and the impetus given by the Congress that allowed 
that genius to find expression.

4. As independent India’s first Law Minister, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
collaborated closely with Prime Minister Nehru in fighting 
against oppressive social hierarchies in Indian society.

The tradition of collaboration between the Congress Party and 
Babasaheb continued beyond the drafting of the Constitution 
as well, when Prime Minister Nehru inducted Dr. Ambedkar 
as independent India’s first Law Minister.

As India’s first Law Minister, Dr. Ambedkar worked with 
Prime Minister to empower Hindu women. The two worked 
in concert with each other and brought to fore the Hindu Code 
Bill, which contained major progressive reforms relating to 
inheritance, property, and marriage laws for Hindu women.

Though critics point out that Babasaheb resigned from Nehru’s 
cabinet in frustration when the Bill failed to pass, it is false 
to assert that the Congress Party was in any way content with 
closing the book on the Bill. Indeed, between 1955 and 1956, 
Prime Minister Nehru again pushed for the passage of the 
Hindu Code Bill, and with tremendous political will, was able 
to get it passed as two separate legislations.

There are many more instances of Babasaheb’s life vis-à-vis the 
Congress Party that are victim to falsehoods spread by other 
organizations and people. Through these yearlong celebrations, 
the Congress Party hopes to communicate to the Dalits, and all 
of India, that it has always stood for the upliftment of the poor, 
and pledges to do so in the future as well. 

By the end of the celebrations, we expect everyone to know 
that the Congress Party is the only party in India that has truly 
upheld the political and social legacy of Babasaheb Ambedkar. 
Jai Bhim and Jai Congress. v

Author is a Chairman, SC Dept AICC and Chaitanya

CoMMent
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ConGress viCe PresiDent’s visit - kerala

kozhikode: Hitting out at Modi government over the land 
acquisition bill, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
on 26th May, 2015 termed as the 'biggest lie' that non-
availability of land was a major impediment for undertaking 
development projects.

"The government is linking the land to 'Make-in-India' 
programme," he said addressing a huge rally of Youth Congress 
workers at Kozhikode beach.

Shri Rahul Gandhi alleged that the NDA government 'due to 
some reason' was in a hurry to bring in the Land Acquisition 
bill by making drastic changes in the legislation brought by 
the previous UPA Government. The logic put forward by the 
government was 'confusing'.

He also attacked the government's claim of eliminating 
corruption in the last one year, saying that the main 
institutions that expose corruption-- RTI and Central 
Vigilance Commission were 'headless'.

He said their argument was that they want to give jobs to 
youngsters and that the land law needs to be changed for that 
purpose. They had also said that the single biggest impediment 
for the 'Make-in-India' campaign is the land bill.

"So they are saying to youths, farmers and labourers let us take 
away your land from you. When you give us your land, we 
will give you jobs in return", he said. The NDA government's 
argument that non-availability of land was the main 
impediment for implementation of projects under the Make-
in-India Campaign 'is the biggest lie' being told to youths, 
farmers and labourers in the country, he said.

Going into it in detail, he said actually as per RTI information 
from the Finance Ministry, only eight per cent of the projects 
had been blocked because of land related issues. "So the 
argument that non-availability of land is the hurdle for 
development projects for job creation is the biggest lie", he 

said.

"In the new bill, consent of farmers was not needed for 
acquisition, he said. Similarly, the provision to have Social 
Impact Study of the land taken had also been removed, he 
said.

Changes in the provision that land should be returned to 
farmers if the project was not started in five years 'clearly 
showed the intention' of the NDA government', he added.

'happy Birthday to 'suit-Boot' sarkar'

"On behalf of the Congress party, I would like to officially 
wish the 'suit-boot sarkar' a happy birthday," Shri Gandhi said 
at a public rally in Kerala's Kozhikode. He then launched an 
attack on Prime Minister Narendra Modi centred around the 
'name-striped' suit he had worn in January this year, when US 
President Barack Obama visited India.

Shri Gandhi said he apologised for breaking his promise to 
BJP lawmakers that he would not bring up the suit again. "But 
with their permission I would like to use it in this speech," 
Shri Gandhi told the crowd with the aid of a translator.

"The first reason for this government being a 'suit-boot 
sarkar' is our PM's fascination for clothes. He has been called 
a fashion icon and I think that's a good thing. What many 
people did not like was that, for possibly the first time, a PM 
wore a suit worth 10 lakh rupees," Shri Gandhi said.

 The suit, he alleged, "showed a certain insensitivity towards 
the poor people of this country," and added, "People genuinely 
felt uncomfortable that here is a country where people are 
working day in day out on MNREGA and the PM wears such 
a suit."

The Congress Vice President also attacked the Prime Minister 
Shri Modi again for his foreign visits He also said that the PM 
does not seem to care about the poor. "He has been all over 

RAhuL gAnDhI 
ACCusEs mODI 
gOvT. Of ‘LyIng’ TO 
ThE nATIOn OvER 
LAnD bILL
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the world but has not gone even once to the houses of poor 
people," said Rahul Gandhi.

I wILL sTAnD wITh fIshERmAn In ThEIR 
fIghT & wILL nOT LET ThE gOvERnmEnT 
TAkE AwAy ThEIR sEA: RAhuL gAnDhI
sea is mother to fishermen. now, the BJP-govt. wants to 
take away their mother: rahul Gandhi

at the fishermen Convention: Addressing a fishermen’s 
convention in Thrissur, Kerala, Shri Rahul Gandhi said like 
land is mother to the farmers of India, similarly the sea is 
mother to the fishermen. “They (the BJP-government) want 
to take your mother away from you and give it to someone 
else. I read reports that they are taking this sea away from 
you and have said ‘the fishermen are not efficient’.”

He said, the question is not whether they are efficient or 
not. “The question is for whom are they being efficient. For 
their families the fishermen are very very efficient. But of 
course, for giving money to Shri Modi’s friends fishermen 
are not very efficient. For that purpose big businessmen are 
much more efficient,” Rahul Gandhi said. 

The Congress Vice President said the best way to move 
forward is to empower the people of this country. “(But) 
The NDA government has a completely different viewpoint. 
For some reason they are convinced that they can develop 
the country by weakening the vast majority of people of this 
country.”

Shri Rahul Gandhi said he has met farmers from different 
states, including Telangana & Maharashtra. “The farmer is 
asking me, why is the NDA government 
bent on destroying us? Why are they not 
giving us the correct MSP, why are they 
removing our bonus, why is it that they 
are not compensating us when rain and 
hail is destroying our crops.”

“And the biggest question the farmer is 
struggling with is: why are they taking 
away our land without asking us. The 
value of land is rising very fast as cities 
grow. Land has become GOLD in India. 
They (Modi-government) want to give 
this gold to their friends. They don’t 
want to leave this gold in the hands of 
farmers.”

“The Narendra Modi government 
does not understand who they are 
confronting. They think farmers are 

weak, fishermen are weak, labourers are weak and they can 
be pushed aside. But I am telling them that they should be 
very careful with whom they pick a fight with,” said Rahul 
Gandhi.

Attacking the BJP government he said, “They are not picking 
a fight with poor farmers, they are not picking a fight with 
Tribals, they are picking a fight with the soul of the country 
and nobody has ever won a fight against the soul of the 
country.  It is important for me as an opposition leader to 
tell them who they are facing & who they are challenging, 
because consequences will not be good.”

Promising to fight for the fisherman, the Congress Vice 
President said, “We are going to fight for farmers, fishermen, 
labourers and for every single person who feels oppressed 
and are weak in this country. We are not scared of Narendra 
Modi and his 5 or 6 friends in suits.” v

ConGress viCe PresiDent’s visit - kerala
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ConGress viCe PresiDent’s visit - kerala

RAhuL gAnDhI’s vIsIT hAs EnThusED 
kERALA COngREssmEn: v.m. suDhEERAn
Kerala  Congress  president  V.M. Sudheeran  on 26th May, 2015 
said the party rank and file were quite gungho over the two-day 
visit of party vice president Rahul Gandhi  to the southern state 
starting Tuesday.

“All top leaders have arrived here to be with Rahul Gandhi 
during his meetings with a cross-section of people, including 
representatives of farmers and fishermen,” said Shri Sudheeran.

Shri Sudheeran said the ‘Rahul effect’ seen at the Kissan rally 
in Delhi last month has certainly given the Congress the much-
needed impetus, after its poor performance in the last Lok Sabha 
elections.

“Not only has he been at his best since his return, be it in parliament 
or taking up a wide range of issues, but also the confidence level 
of an average Congress worker has gone up by leaps and bounds. 
This is visible in Kerala too, not only among the rank and file but 
also across all levels in our party,” said Shri Sudheeran, who was 
handpicked by Rahul Gandhi last year to head the state party unit.

Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi arrived here later in 
the day and addressed a rally organised by the Youth Congress. 
On Wednesday morning, he addressed fisherfolk at the Chavakad 
beach in Thrissur district.

“We see his address to the fisherfolk as very crucial since this 
particular community has moved slightly away from us for some 
reasons. We are confident that we will be able to prevail upon 
this community to support us. We have already taken them into 
confidence, and the party has been working towards this end 
under party MLA T.N. Prathapan,” added Sudheeran.

Asked to comment on Rahul Gandhi’s upcoming address, one in 
a group of fishermen at Chavakad beach said, “We are delighted 
that a national leader is coming to speak to us and hear us.”

Rahul Gandhi is also slated to hold discussions on Wednesday 
with leaders of various farmer organisations, especially rubber 
cultivators from near Kochi.

The Chief Minister of Kerala Shri Oommen Chandy, Former Union 
Defence Minister Shri AK Antony, Shri Ramesh Chennithala, PCC 
President Shri VM Sudheeran and other senior leaders of the state 
would accompany Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi. v

Rahul gandhi visits family of punjab 
farmer who Committed suicide

fatehgarh sahib, Punjab:  Congress Vice President, 
Rahul Gandhi visited the family of a farmer in Punjab 
on 18th June, 2015, who committed suicide last week.  
Barely a month ago he had met Congress Vice President 
and briefed him on the distress caused by crop loss due 
to unseasonal rain.

Shri Rahul Gandhii, who arrived at Dadu Majra village 
in the Fatehgarh Sahib district early this morning, was 
seen consoling the grieving family of 60-year-old Surjit 
Singh who killed himself on June 10 by consuming 
poison after his wheat crop was destroyed by unseasonal 
rain. Late Shri Surjit Singh had a loan of Rs. seven lakh 
that he was unable to repay due to mounting losses.

Congress Vice President assured the family that he 
would do his best to get farmers’ loans waived off.

On April 28, Mr Singh,  was seen explaining the troubles 
of Punjab’s farmers to Shri Rahul Gandhi, when the 
Congress Vice President had visited Sirhind on his day-
long tour of markets in Punjab as part of his visits to 
several states where farmers are in distress.

“If the farmers’ issues remain unresolved, many farmers 
might commit suicide,” Surjit Singh had told Shri Rahul 
Gandhi.

Though the Centre has announced higher compensation 
to the farmers who have suffered losses in unseasonal 
rain and hailstorms in March and April, Punjab farmers 
say they have received no such money so far.  The 
promises continue to remain only in news reports and 
no money has actually been paid

In Punjab, crop in about seven lakh acres of land was 
affected. v
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ConGress viCe PresiDent’s visit - West BenGal

RAhuL gAnDhI 
quEsTIOns  
mAmATA-mODI 
bOnhOmIE

Questioning the new-found 
bonhomie between West Bengal 

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Congress vice-president Rahul 
Gandhi on 6th June, 2015 flagged the 
Chief Minister’s refusal in the past to 
accompany former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh to Bangladesh.

“It was aekla cholo re then,” Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said referring to Rabindranath 
Tagore’s song, which means walk alone.

“Now with Modiji, there is no aekla 
cholo re. They are going together… 
why is this happening, why is this 
bonhomie, you know it better,” 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said addressing 
Congress workers at the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium in the city.

Many Congress leaders alleged that 
there was a tacit understanding 
between the Trinamool Congress and 
the BJP that has resulted in Saradha 
scam probe losing steam. Congress 
Vice President said both ShriModi and 
Mamata Banerjee have made promises 
to the people but were not bothered to 
fulfil them. “As per government records, 
there are one crore unemployed in the 
State,” he said.

Mamata Banerjee has taken the 
same path followed by the Left Front 
government and has implemented the 
previous government policies more 

forcefully.

Reaching out to workers of a jute mill 
in West Bengal’s Hooghly district, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi asserted his commitment 
towards weaker sections of society.

“I am with you all… Wherever you 
will see weak people you will find 
Rahul Gandhi standing beside them,” 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said interacting 
with them at the Wellington Jute Mill 
complex.

First the Left Front put the brakes on 
the development on Bengal and when 
people replaced it with Trinamool 
Congress hoping that it will accelerate 
growth, the party has applied brakes 
more forcefully.

Earlier, when Congress vice president 
Rahul Gandhi visited the Wellington 
jute mill in Hooghly and addressed 
the workers promising to take up their 
cause, there was hope. But in a radius of 
12 Km lie three other jute mills where 
despair looms large.These three jute 
mills in Hooghly -North Brook, India 
and Hastings Jute Mill put up stop 
work notices within 24 hours of Shri 
Gandhi's visit in the area rendering 
12,000-odd employees jobless. 

The reasons given vary from labour 
unrest, unavailability of raw material 
or even lack of requisite orders. Over 
the last couple of months, at least 18 
jute mills faced closure. At present, 

there are 64 jute mills registered with 
the government. On an average, these 
jute mills have around 4000 labourers 
each. With this consistency in putting 
up `suspension of work' notices in the 
last two months, at least 50,000 jute 
workers are currently unemployed. 
The cause for closure as is mentioned 
in the official notices includes "non-
conducive environment, surplus labour 
and lack of demand". 

The jute millers often claim they do 
not get sufficient order required to run 
the mills. The West Bengal government 
on the other hand shifts the blame to 
the Centre stating it does not follow 
the jute procurement policy. However, 
the statistic of jute procurement by 
the jute corporation reveals that the 
procurement has almost been doubled 
in the last ten years.

Interestingly, at least nine states 
procure jute bags for supplying to 
their respective PDS system, while 
West Bengal did not procure it for 
long. However, in a meeting that took 
place at Nabanna last week, the GoM 
decided to procure 1 lakh bale during 
the lean period to support the industry. 

Dola Sen, president, INTUC said, " The 
millers try to find excuses to shut the 
units and put the blame on the union 
and the workers. This is their escape 
route."  v
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Drishtikon - nsUi

Rss ImpOsIng 
ITs DOCTRInE: 
RAhuL gAnDhI

new Delhi: Addressing the national 
convention of NSUI on 28th May, 2015, 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi attacked RSS for murdering 
individuality. "RSS does not allow debate 
or dialogue. Discipline is used as excuse 
to suppress individuality. The BJP wants 
to run India like an RSS shakha. RSS 
ideology is ruining the country. Similar 
to Hitler’s experiment in Nazi Germany. 
Even as Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
was being forced to take lessons in how 
to run the country’s economy from his 
predecessor he said.

In a speech to party workers on the second day of the 
National Students Union of India (NSUI) convention here 
on 28th May, 2015, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “The RSS 
doesn’t allow debate or dialogue. Discipline is used as an 
excuse to murder individuality and an excuse to silence 
lakhs of people.”

Earlier, Shri Gandhi exhorted the NSUI to fight the RSS’ bid 
to impose its ideology in educational institutions.

‘BJP trying to stop all dialogue’

Stressing that all Indians 
have minds of their own, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said, “Those 
belonging to the shakhas don’t 
understand [that] every person 
has knowledge, and knows 
what’s good for him.”

The Congress, he said, was 
characterized by internal 
dialogue, something missing 

in the BJP. Worse, he alleged, the ruling party “was trying to 
stop the internal dialogue of the entire country.”

Exhorting the NSUI to fight the RSS ideologically, he said, 
“Wherever the RSS tries to impose its thought processes, 
stop them.

Talking about former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
being invited by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to discuss 
the economy, he said, "After Manmohanji said yesterday that 

the economy is going down, 
the PM invited him for an 
hour-long pathshala. Perhaps, 
he tried to understand how the 
economy runs."

He said the BJP has been 
making mistake after mistake. 
"Make in India will amount to 
zero...why wait five years, see 
their record of the past one 
year," said Rahul Gandhi. v
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new Delhi: As the ruling BJP confronts a raging controversy 
over Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj helping former IPL boss 
Lalit Modi obtain British travel papers in July last year when his 
passport was held by Indian authorities, has raised questions.

Mr Modi, who moved from India to London in 2010 after 
being named in corruption cases, had done a sweetheart deal 
with Mrs Raje’s son.Tainted cricket honcho Lalit Modi did have 
also extensive business dealings with the son of Chief Minister 
Vasundhra Raje Shri Dushyant Singh, BJP-MP, her party 
admitted, while insisting that the transactions were legitimate 
and that all due taxes were paid. Chief Minister Vasundra Raje 
also sent a letter for the travel document separately in which 
she said that her involvement should be kept secret. We are 
publishing here Congress Party allegation which needs to be 
addressed.

sushma swaraj’s Conduct raises several 
Questions, says Chidambaram
I wish to make a brief statement on the controversy surrounding 
Mr Lalit Modi that has been highlighted in the media during 
the last few days.

In or about 2010, the Enforcement Directorate was investigating 
certain matters concerning Mr Lalit Modi. At the request of the 
ED, Mr Lalit Modi’s passport was cancelled in or about 2011.

I returned as Minister of Finance on 1-8-2012.

During a routine briefing, I was briefed about the cases being 
investigated by the ED, including the case concerning Mr Lalit 
Modi. ED reported that Mr Lalit Modi had left India and was, at 
that time, in the United Kingdom without a valid passport. ED 
had issued show cause notices and summons to appear to Mr 
Lalit Modi, but he had not appeared in person. ED, therefore, 
requested that I may take up the matter with my counterpart, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr George Osborne.

After due consultations within the government, it was decided 
that I may take up the matter with the UK Chancellor.

Mr Osborne and I discussed the matter at a bilateral meeting. I 
wrote a letter to Mr Osborne to which Mr Osborne replied. In 
response, I wrote another letter to Mr Osborne.

You will kindly appreciate that I am recalling the events from 
memory. The letters exchanged between Mr Osborne and me 
are the best evidence. Both the context and the contents will 
be known if the letters are made public. The gist of the letters 
was – and I speak from memory – that Mr Lalit Modi was 

LALITAsAn: A TROubLED pOsTuRE fOR bjp

fRAuD AnD COLLusIOns Of 
sushmA, vAsunDhARA AnD mODI 

being investigated under the laws of India; that his passport 
had been cancelled and he had no right to travel outside India 
or to remain in the UK; and that the UK government may take 
steps to send him back to India.

I understand that Mr Lalit Modi has made some charges 
against the UPA government. The charges are laughable and 
do not deserve a reply. The complete answer to the charges 
can be found in the letters exchanged between Mr Osborne 
and me.  In a way, Mr Arun Jaitley, the Finance Minister, has 
repelled the charges by confirming that the ED was indeed 
investigating 16 cases against Mr Lalit Modi and had issued 
show cause notices to him in 15 of those 16 cases. However, the 
matter does not end there.    

The conduct of Ms Sushma Swaraj, the External Affairs 
Minister, in facilitating the issue of a travel document to 
Mr Lalit Modi when his passport stood cancelled and he 
was avoiding an enquiry by the ED also raises a number of 
important questions.

Since the matter involves the credibility and reputation of a 
Minister of the Government of India, I shall be very careful in 
the choice of words in framing my questions;

Why is the Government, despite repeated demands, not 
releasing the letters exchanged between the Finance Minister, 
India and the Chancellor of Exchequer, UK?

If the EAM was inclined to facilitate Mr Lalit Modi’s travel to 
Portugal on humanitarian grounds, why did she not advise 
Mr Lalit Modi to apply to the Indian High Commission in 
London for a temporary travel document to enable him to 
visit Portugal alone for a limited period? Why did she feel 
that Mr Lalit Modi, an Indian citizen, should have a UK travel 

MoDi Govt eXPoseD
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document rather than an Indian travel document?

Why did the EAM not insist that Mr Lalit Modi should first 
return to India as a condition for issue of a temporary travel 
document on humanitarian grounds?

When the Division Bench of the High Court set aside the 
cancellation of Mr Lalit Modi’s passport, who took the decision 
not to file an appeal to the Supreme Court? Was the ED, at 
whose instance the passport had been cancelled, consulted 
in the matter? Furthermore, who took the decision to issue a 
fresh passport to Mr Lalit Modi? Will the Government make 
public the file notings on the subject?

A passport is a document to travel.  To stay in a foreign 
country, one requires a visa or a permit from that country. Has 
the Government of India lodged with the UK government its 
objections to the grant of a long term visa or residency permit 
to Mr Lalit Modi who has refused to appear before the ED?

Mr Lalit Modi now has an Indian passport. He is an Indian 
citizen subject to Indian laws. What steps has the Government 
taken since the issue of a fresh passport to enforce the summons 
issued by the ED?

What is Government’s answer to Mr Lalit Modi’s wild charge 
that his life will be in danger if he returned to India? Is the 
NDA government incapable of protecting an Indian citizen 
who is required by the ED to appear for an enquiry?

U.k. confirms Chidambaram’s claim
In yet another twist in the Lalit Modi saga, the U.K. government 
now confirms that the previous Congress-led government in 
India did, through official channels, raise the question of Mr. 
Modi’s resident status in the U.K.

“We can confirm that in 2013, Mr. Chidambaram, the then 
Indian FinanceMinister, raised the question of Mr. Lalit Modi’s 
resident status with [his counterpart] Mr. [George] Osborne 
[Chancellor of the Exchequer]. The Minister made sure that 
he passed on the details to the relevant departments for 
further action,” was the cryptic reply of a spokesperson from 
the Treasury office to The Hindu. The “relevant departments” 
could only have been those of Home and the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office.

Mr. Chidambaram had recently called for the Indian 
government to release the official correspondence between him 
and Mr. Osborne in which he had urged the British government 
to send Mr. Modi back to India to face investigations in the 
16 cases the Enforcement Directorate had filed against him. 
Mr. Modi’s passport had been impounded by the Indian 
government in 2011.

Mr. Modi claimed that the former minister had “illegally” 
revoked his passport.

Modi Gate scandal 
Shri RS Surjewala, In-charge communication, AICC, Shri 

Gurudas Kamath, G.S. AICC, Shri Sachin Pilot, President 
Rajasthan PCC and Shri Rameshwar Dudi addressed the 
media on `17th June, 2015. 

 “In last few days ‘Modi Gate Scandal’ exposed murky dealings, 
willful lies, unearthing of secret documents, non-disclosure 
of personal and business interests as also conflict of interest 
involving the top most BJP leadership. All this was done with 
a view to dupe and deceive Indian authorities including ED 
– DRI – Income Tax to help a fugitive, black money operator 
and money-launderer with active complicity of India’s Foreign 
Minister, Smt. Sushma Swaraj as also Rajasthan Chief Minister, 
Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia. Double speak of BJP leadership 
in defending the indefensible as also entire web of deceit now 
stands uncovered before the Nation to see, judge and decide.

Unmistakable Conclusions - smt. sushma swaraj 
and lalit Modi
Admittedly and as per facts now released by Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) and Finance Ministry, Lalit Modi is accused 
of FEMA violations as also money-laundering estimated at 
nearly Rs.1,700 crore. There are as many as 16 cases with ED 
pending against him.

On 16th June, 2015; Shri Arun Jaitley and Shri Rajnath Singh 
held a press conference. Shri Arun Jaitley clearly stated that – 
(a) Lalit Modi is wanted by the law. Indian authorities would 
arrest him and (b) A light blue corner notice has been issued 
against Lalit Modi by Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) at the instance of ED and it is in operation.

Shri Mohd. Abdi, Attorney & Counsel for Lalit Modi released 
documents running into 250 pages on 15th June, 2015 followed 
by Shri Abdi’s interview with a prominent TV channel. Lalit 
Modi himself gave a comprehensive interview on 16th  June, 
2015 to another prominent TV channel. Pursuant to release of 
documents and video interviews, following 10 unmistakable 
conclusions stand out:-

(i)  Smt. Sushma Swaraj was maintaining a family relationship 
with a fugitive of law, a FEMA violator and a money-
launderer for last over 20 years, both as a Leader of 
Opposition with Cabinet status and then as Union 
External Affairs Minister.

(ii) Smt. Sushma Swaraj’s husband and daughter were lawyers 
for Lalit Modi for over 20 years and four years respectively 
with full knowledge that she (Smt. Sushma Swaraj) was 
holding a Ministry dealing with the case of Lalit Modi.

(iii) Smt. Sushma Swaraj never disclosed this relationship with 
Lalit Modi either to the Ethics Committee of Parliament 
or to GOI in terms of Rules of Business governing the 
conduct of Ministers.

(iv) Smt. Sushma Swaraj received telephonic calls in July 2014 
as Foreign Minister to help a fugitive i.e. Lalit Modi, 
who, according to Indian Finance Minister, was guilty 
of money-laundering and was liable to be arrested in 

MoDi Govt eXPoseD
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pursuance of a blue corner notice issued by DRI. Lalit 
Modi states that by helping him, Smt. Sushma Swaraj was 
righting a wrong committed by UPA. Lalit Modi says, 
“She (Smt. Sushma Swaraj) obliges me rightfully so……”.

(v)  In July, 2014 itself, Smt. Sushma Swaraj herself spoke to 
British Envoy, Sir James Bevan to help such a fugitive 
get travel documents from UK Government. She, in the 
process, over-ruled all objections of Government of India 
qua repatriation of Lalit Modi to face prosecution in India.

 She did not consult even the then Foreign Secretary, Ms 
Sujata Singh or her own Ministry. She also chose not to 
consult Finance Ministry or ED or DRI before overruling 
the objections originally raised and communicated to UK 
Government by Finance Ministry.

(vi) Smt. Sushma Swaraj also recommended the case of Lalit 
Modi to Chairman, Home Affairs Committee, House of 
Commons, UK – Shri Keith Vaz to grant travel documents 
to Lalit Modi.

(vii) On grant of travel documents, Lalit Modi sent a ‘thank 
you’ e-mail to husband and daughter of Smt. Sushma 
Swaraj.

(viii)  Smt. Sushma Swaraj or her Foreign Ministry did not 
appeal against the Division Bench judgment dated 
27.08.2014 overturning the Single Bench Judgment qua 
confiscation of passport of Lalit Modi.

Incidentally her daughter was counsel for Lalit Modi in this 
case before the Division Bench when it was decided against 
decision of Foreign Ministry confiscating the passport.
Smt. Sushma Swaraj or her Foreign Ministry never took 
opinion of counsel for Foreign Ministry, Shri Rajiv Mehra, who 
appeared before Single and Division Bench qua filing of appeal 
in Supreme Court. Shri Rajiv Mehra now states that, “It (appeal 
to the Supreme Court) should have been done. Normally, it is 
automatically done…..”.
Finance Minister, Shri Arun Jaitley also stated on 16th June, 
2015 that, “Decision to appeal against Delhi High Court’s 
order is the concern of Foreign Ministry”.
Thus, Smt. Sushma Swaraj helped attain the High Court order 
in favour of Lalit Modi. An appeal to Supreme Court could 
possibly have led to re-confiscation of Lalit Modi’s passport.
(ix) Smt. Sushma Swaraj, by her humanitarian gesture’ (as she 

says), has permitted a fugitive and money-launderer not 
only to travel from UK to Portugal but has also facilitated 
his travel for holidays resort town of Ibiza (4th August, 
2014) and back to his hideout in UK to escape the Indian 
law and authorities, who, according to Finance Minister, 
were chasing him for arrest.

(x) Smt. Sushma Swaraj could not have done all this without, 
as Shri Jaitley says, collective responsibility of the Cabinet. 
Responsibility and knowledge of Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi is, thus, writ large.

smt. vasundhara raje scindia and lalit Modi
Shocking revelations by Lalit Modi and his counsel-cum-
attorney, Shri Mohd. Abdi backed by a string of documentary 
evidence reflect Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia’s criminal 
complicity in promoting, protecting and shielding a fugitive 
of law besides gross misconduct and quid pro quo on her part. 
Following may be perused:-

(i)  Relationship between Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia and 
Lalit Modi goes back to nearly 30 years as admitted by 
both of them.

(ii) Documents released by Lalit Modi’s counsel, Shri Mohd. 
Abdi on 15th June, 2015 contain:-

(a)  An application/representation dated 25th  August, 2011 
made by Shri Roger Gherson (Modi’s socilitor) seeking 
permission to remain in UK. This is duly signed by 
the solicitor. First para of the application states that 
application is supported by four persons including Smt. 
Vasundhara Raje Scindia.

(b)  A partial statement dated 18th August, 2011 (without last 
few pages containing signatures) of Smt. Vasundhara Raje 
Scindia is attached to the aforesaid application wherein 
Smt. Scindia had stated that she is making this statement 
on the strict condition that  ‘her assistance will not be 
known to Indian authorities’.

(iii)  Lalit Modi in a video statement dated 16th  June, 2015 
unequivocally states that a signed statement was, indeed, 
given by Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia.

(iv) An e-mail dated 3rd February, 2013 purported to emanate 
(subject to further verification) from Smt. Vasundhara 
Raje Scindia’s account addressed to Shri Roger Gherson 
(solicitor for Lalit Modi) states that she was ready to give 
evidence before the Tribunal in UK but for her appointment 
as President of Rajasthan BJP on 2nd February, 2013 to 
lead the Rajasthan Assembly elections for BJP requiring 
her to stay in India. She further points out that, “looking 
to the confidentiality and sensitivity of the matter, I am 
advised that appearing on video link to give evidence 
would be a risk that I should avoid. However, I reconfirm 
the contents of the statement signed by me and also filed 
with the FTT and I ask that you explain my position to 
the FTT”.

(v)  Lalit Modi appears to confirm this sequence of events 
when he (in his interview dated 16th June, 2015) points 
out that, “by the time case went to trial, she (Smt. Scindia) 
was already Chief Minister, she did not come to become 
a witness”. The statements she gave (all) are on the record 
of the case”.

(vi) Lalit Modi further points out that Smt. Vasundhara Raje 
Scindia  accompanied Lalit Modi’s wife Menal Modi to 
Portugal twice in the years 2012 and 2013 as he could not 
travel on account of embargo on his travel at that time.

MoDi Govt eXPoseD
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(vii) Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia does not deny either the 
documents released by Shri Mohd. Abdi or the e-mails or 
Lalit Modi’s assertions. She merely states, “I don’t know 
the documents you are talking about”. This evasive answer 
is a clear admission of facts on her part.

(viii)  Lalit Modi’s company Anand’s Heritage Hotels Private 
Limited received a big amount of Rs.21 crore from Vilton 
Investment Limited i.e. a Mauritius based unknown entity.

 In an apparent act of collusion, Lalit Modi’s company i.e. 
Anand Heritage extended a unsecured loan of Rs.3.80 
crore and purchased 815 shares of Rs.10 each at a premium 
of Rs.96,190 per share i.e. for a total of Rs.7.80 crore in 
Niyant Heritage Hotels Private Limited – a company 
owned by Smt. Vasundhara Raje’s son Dushyant and his 
wife Niharika. Incidentally, total paid up capital of this 
company is only Rs.10 lakh.

This by itself speaks volume about relationship and complicity.

(ix)  Lalit Modi and his wife visit Lisbon, Portugal based 
‘Champalimaud Foundation’, Lisbon, Portugal between 
1st and 4th August, 2014 allegedly for her treatment.

Coincidentally, Rajasthan BJP Government headed by 
Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia entered into a MOU with 
same ‘Champalimaud Foundation, Lisbon, Portugal’ on 
2nd October, 2014 i.e. after 58 days to set up an institution in 
Jaipur, Rajasthan. This institution was allocated 35000 square 
metres prime land (8.6 acres) worth several hundred crores. 
Although full facts are to be disclosed but as it has come out 
(subject to full verification) that Government of Rajasthan has 
committed an aid amount of Rs.30 crore to this Foundation.

Prima facie, no due process involving tendering etc. has 
been followed in providing this huge out-of-turn favour to 
an institution whose claim and credence appears to be that 
it treated Lalit Modi’s wife. Going by the nature of pecuniary 
relationship between Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia and Lalit 
Modi, this entire deal is shrouded in mystery and smacks of 
wrongdoing.

Constitutional impropriety, Misuse of office 
and Criminal Culpability
Aforesaid clinching facts demonstrate that both the Union 
External Affairs Minister, Smt. Sushma Swaraj and BJP Chief 
Minister of Rajasthan,  Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia have 
committed gross Constitutional impropriety, have blatantly 
misused their offices - both as Leaders of Opposition (in Lok 
Sabha and Rajasthan Assembly) and later as Union Minister 
and Rajasthan Chief Minister. They both need to be sacked 
without delay by BJP leadership instead of defending the 
indefensible.

Besides the above, there is a clear-cut culpability on part of 
both the Union External Affairs Minister and Rajasthan Chief 
Minister under Sections 107, 120-B, 166A, 172, 173, 177, 217 
and 221 of Indian Penal Code. Smt. Vasundhara Raje Scindia 

also needs to be prima facie investigated for offences under 
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Shri C.P. Joshi, General Secretary, AICC and Senior 
Spokesperson, AICC has issued the following statement to the 
Press on 18th June, 2015 :-

“Unholy nexus, criminal intent and rampant corruption 
between BJP leadership and black money-launderer, Lalit 
Modi is being witnessed by the entire Nation through a series 
of documents, e-mails, video statements and facts. Clear-cut 
offences under Prevention of Corruption Act, Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act, Foreign Exchange Management Act, 
Indian Penal Code are made out against External Affairs 
Minister, Smt. Sushma Swaraj as also Rajasthan Chief Minister, 
Smt. Vasundhara Raje.

Facts now clearly establish the murky dealings, round tripping 
of ill-gotten money and exchange of mutual benefits between 
Lalit Modi and Rajasthan Chief Minister, Smt. Vasundhara 
Raje. It is not just a monetary relationship where Lalit Modi’s 
Black Money is being made ‘White’ by Smt. Raje and her kins 
(son and daughter-in-law) but also a political relationship that 
stood for decades. Mutual pecuniary and political interests of 
Lalit Modi and Raje bonded them together.

If we go through Page Nos. 13 (Paras-42, 43); Page No. 23 (Para-
75); Page No. 33 (Para-88) of the Affidavit/Statement dated 
25.08.2011 submitted by Lalit Modi before UK Border Agency, 
we easily come to the conclusion about his political leanings 
and outstandingly close relationship with the Rajasthan Chief 
Minister. It not only establishes the fact that they were working 
in tandem in committing blatant illegalities but also rubbishes 
Smt. Raje’s claim of ‘not being aware of any documents’.

These signed documents submitted and circulated by Lalit 
Modi, not only blast Smt. Raje’s claims but also directly 
establish the close, criminally symbiotic and therefore 
questionable relationship between them. It also proves beyond 
doubt that the Congress Government in the state and the UPA 
government at the centre did the rightful act of unearthing 
this corrupt nexus of Lalit Modi pursuant to which, he fled the 
country and which prompted his benefactors in the BJP- Smt. 
Sushma Swaraj and Smt. Vasundhara Raje into protecting, 
promoting and shielding him. 

Some excerpts of the Modi Statement/Affidavit dated 
25.08.2011 submitted to UK Border Agency
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Page 13 (Para-42)
“I discussed my idea with many people including with my old 
family friend, Vasundhara Raje. Vasundhara’s family and my 
family have been close for many years. My grandmother and 
Vasundhara’s mother were very close friends… … … ”

Page 23 (Para-75)
“In the campaigning for the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, I 
openly pledged my support for Vasundhara Raje. By this point 
my close association with Vasundhara was a matter of public 
record… … … ”

Page 33 (Para-88)
“… … … At this point, I refer to the statement provided by 
Vasundhara Raje in support of my application - she very 
lucidly explains the linkage between State level and Central 
Government politics in India… … … ”

smt. vasundhara raje and lalit Modi were, thus, 
in direct collusion in –
1. Creation of black money through corrupt dubious means;
2.  Secondly, converting the black money thus created into 

white through the Mauritius route, and
3. Thirdly, pumping it back into India, where Lalit Modi 

pumped back investments into family companies of Smt. 
Raje owned by her son and daughter-in-law; and

4. Smt. Vasundhara Raje submitted a statement before UK 
Border Agency supporting the case of Lalit Modi – a 
fugitive and asking the UK authorities to not disclose the 
statement to Indian authorities.

Mentioned below are the details of the complaint that forms 
the basis of a  writ petition, which was decided by Division 
Bench of Delhi High Court in CWP No. 7544 of 2013 on 
6th January, 2015 on the undertaking of Additional Solicitor 
General of India to take action. No action has, however, been 
taken till today. Proving active complicity of Government 
of India including Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi in 
helping Smt. Vasundhara Raje.

round tripping of funds- how Black Money was 
created into White:
That the details of M/s Wilton Investment Ltd. are that it is a 
Mauritius-based fictitious company, whose address is - “Wilton 
Investment Ltd. 4th Floor, Ebene Skies, Rude, institute Eben, 
Mauritius”.

That ananda heritage hotels Private limited 
(ahhPl) of lalit Modi acquired funds fictitiously 
as under:-
(i) It invited fictitious share applications and on the basis 

of such share applications a sum of Rs.10,33,15,733/- 
was shown to be deposited. Since the shareholders were 
fictitious, balance amount of shares was not deposited and 
therefore a sum of Rs.10,33,15,733/- which was fictitiously 

deposited was forfeited earning the company this money.

(ii) The Mauritius-based Wilton Investment Limited was 
shown to have purchased 2,10,83,348 shares of Rs.10/- per 
share of AHHPL @ Rs.10/- per share and in this manner, 
a sum of Rs.21,08,33,480/- was diverted from Mauritius-
based company to AHHPL i.e. Lalit Modi’s company.

How the loot was transferred to Smt. Vasundhara Raje:
That AHHPL of Lalit Modi diverted funds to Niyant Heritage 
Hotels Private Limited (NHHPL) of Smt. Vasundhara Raje’s 
family as under:-
(i) AHHPL gave unsecured loan to NHHPL amounting to 

Rs.3,80,00,000/- although there was hardly any business 
activity of NHHPL.

(ii) AHHPL of Lalit Modi purchased on 1.4.2008, 395 shares 
of NHHPL of Rs.10/- per share @ Rs.96,190/- per share 
and in this manner diverted Rs.3,79,99,000/- to NHHPL 
further on 21.9.2009 it again purchased 420 shares of 
Rs.10/- per share @ 96,190/- per share and in this manner 
diverted Rs.4,03,99,800/-.

(iii) That Directors of NHHPL are Dushyant Raje (having 
5000 shares of Rs.10/- per share i.e. a total investment 
of Rs.50,000/) and Smt. Niharika Raje, wife of Dushyant 
Raje (having 5000 shares of Rs.10/- per share i.e. a total 
investment of Rs.50,000/). Shri Dushyant Raje is son of 
Smt. Vasundhara Raje. Even the total authorized capital of 
this company was Rs.10,00,000/-.

From the above, it is crystal clear that in the first instance, 
money was brought in the company of Lalit Modi i.e. AHHPL 
though the route of fictitious share applications and through 
Mauritius-based company and thereafter AHHPL of Lalit 
Modi gave loan to NHHPL of Smt. Vasundhara Raje and 
also purchased 815 shares of Rs.10/- each at a premium of 
Rs.96,190/- i.e. for a total amount of Rs.7,80,00,000/-.
What could be more direct and substantive indictment of the 
Chief Minister of Rajasthan? With all this in public domain, 
the Congress Party reiterates its demand for immediate 
resignation of Smt. Sushma Swaraj and Smt. Vasundhara Raje 
and demands a thorough and impartial probe by a Supreme 
Court monitored SIT.” 

Pseudo nationalism, false Patriotism
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi promised a corruption-
free government, an accountable and transparent government 
and a government that would bring back black money. 
Presently, Prime Minister and his government are proving 
to be the biggest benefactors and protectors of those of black 
money hoarderers, money-launderers and fugitives. Indian 
National Congress wants to ask – Is this BJP’s false patriotism? 
Is this BJP’s sudo nationalism? Are these ‘Achhe Din’?”
Clear-cut offences under Prevention of Corruption Act, 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, Foreign Exchange 
Management Act. v

MoDi Govt eXPoseD
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One year ago, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi took oath 

of office at the forecourts of the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan and the ‘mega 
event’ was perhaps on indicator of 
things to come. One year later, the 
nation has been a series of ‘headline 
managing events’ and little else.

Shri Narendra Modi alongwith BJP-
RSS combine captured power by 
using all tactics and tools including 
derailing the pro-people legislative 
agenda of Congress led UPA 
government and a targeted campaign 
to spread innuendos and untruths. 
He undertook the most expensive 
campaign ever in the history of 
democratic India supported by big 
money.

A year later, as India awaits ‘Achche Din’ repeatedly touted 
by the Modi government, one year is a good time to recount 
what the government has done over last one year.

The first year of Modi government has been a complete 
disaster for the Indian farmer. With a 26% jump in farmer 
suicides, the farmers have been clearly abandoned by Modi 
government. Faced with inclement weather, rain and hail 
storms; the farmer was hoping that government would stand 
alongside him, provide succour, compensation and hope for 
future. Shri Narendra Modi, however, as other ideas being 

pre-occupied with ‘managing events’ 
in foreign lands.

During the election campaign, Shri 
Modi had promised 50% profit over 
input costs to the Indian farmer. 
Farmers justifiably hoped for a market 
driven increase in the Minimum 
Support Price for their crops but all 
they got was a 4% hike in wheat and 
paddy and a dismal 1% hike in the 
MSP of cotton. This is the lowest MSP 
growth India has seen in the last 38 
years.

Result is that the agricultural growth 
has come down dramatically from 
4.7% in 2013-14 to 1.1% in 2014-15. 

Modi government does not seem 
to have a plan in place to revive 

agriculture and it has clearly failed to understand that the 
growth of the Indian economy and the well-being of people 
is dependent on the revival of Indian agriculture that 
supports 62.5% of India’s population.

Though Modi government promised ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas,’ slogan is clearly ‘Kuchka Sath  Khudka Vikas’. Modi 
government appears determined to snatch the gullible 
farmer’s land and livelihood to enrich its select crony 
capitalist friends in an apparent quid pro quo for 2014 Lok 
Sabha elections.

Shri Modi ran a vicious 
campaign and made a 

series of tall promises to 
the people of the nation. 
One year later, the BJP 
itself has branded some 
of the most important 

promises as ‘jumlas’ (or 
political slogans). BJP 

government has clearly 
stated that it has no 

intention of fulfilling its 
promises.

Congress sandesh is publishing the “report Card” on “ek saal Desh Badhaal”  
released by aiCC on 26th May 2015 on completetion of one year of Modi Government.

this will be published in two parts the first part is going in this issue.
- editor
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land acquisition ordinance, 2015 of Modi government 
has actually become life acquisition ordinance for the 
india’s farming community.

Congress Party enacted the Right to Fair Compensation 
Act, 2013 to make tiller of land a justifiable partner in 
the developmental process. Modi Act, 2013 to make tiller 
of land a justifiable partner in the developmental process. 
Modi government seeks to kill its soul and spirit. BJP’s 
argument that the proposed amendment will pave way 
for fast development by unlocking blocked projects is a 
deliberate falsehood in as much as only 8% projects in India 
are delayed on account of land acquisition. Indian farmer 
and common man knows the stark truth - that this is truly 
a ‘Suit Boot ki Sarkar’. 

Social Welfare schemes have come under biggest attack 
from Modi government with brazen cuts running into over 
1,75,000 crores and reckless disowning of the States’ time 
honoured responsibility for social justice. This would not 
only hit the poorest sections of the society in the short-
term, its long term consequences would be disastrous for a 
country which is trying to empower its citizens to achieve 
their true potential. 

Indian industry was hoping for a ‘miracle’ in the Indian 
economy. One year later, they are beginning to see the 
writing on the wall. 8-core sectors have seen a steep fall in 
industrial growth which is at a 5-year low. Exports are down 
by 11%. Debt equity ratio is down, industrial as also rural 
credit are also down, agricultural production and agriculture 
exports are also down. The Government is being openly 
questioned for tax terrorism. Industry is now demanding 
real time delivery than dialogue and sloganeering from 
Modi government.

Indian middle-class has been hit the hardest by Modi 
government in the last one year. The prices of essential 

commodities are galloping while incomes are growing at a 
snail’s pace. Prices of pulses, for example, have gone up 63% 
in one year while the MSP has been increased by 1-2%, a 
clear indicator as to how middle-men are making a killing 
at the expense of the common man. 

Profiteering at the expense of the common man is perhaps 
a trick that the Modi government has mastered. The prices 
of crude oil have gone down by nearly 40% since May 2014 
but only but the prices of petrol have been reduced by 7% 
only. Tax collections from petrol-diesel went up by about 
Rs. 75000 crore in 2014-15 over the previous year. The 
common man paid the price. 

Finance Minister, Shri Arun Jaitley, now says that the middle 
class needs to fend for itself and the Indian middle class is 
wondering what else the government has in store for them. 

Bringing back black money was the BJP’s key election 
plank. Shri Narendra Modi had said in an election rally that 
such was the quantum of black money stashed in foreign 
accounts that every family will get Rs 15 lakh in their bank 
accounts when they are able to bring this money back. 

One year later, people of India have started asking questions. 
While BJP president Shri Amit Shah tries to dismiss this 
promise of depositing Rs 15 lakhs’ as an election Jumla, 
Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley has gone on record 
to say that neither does the government know about the 
quantum of money stashed abroad nor can a timeline be 
put for bringing it back. Government has now brought in 
the ‘Black Money Bill’ as a face saver.

Few issues expose the Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
event management skills like the much touted Jan Dhan 
Y ojna, being marketed as the biggest success of the 
Modi government. From domestic to international arena, 
ShriModi has tried to sell this as the biggest achievement of 
his government. 

Jan Dhan Yojana is based on the financial inclusion scheme 
launched by the UP A and its performance is a true indicator 
of how Shri Modi has performed. Only 8,000 account 
holders have availed of the overdraft (OD) facility under 
the Jan DhanYojana. A total of 108 people have availed 
of the accidental insurance cover, while another 152 have 
taken the life insurance cover provided by the scheme. 75% 
of the 14 crore accounts opened by the Government have 
zero balance.

Prime Minister projects himself as extremely efficient but 
media reports indicate that over 6000 files are pending in 
PMO. He tells the world that he is a visionary but institutions 
like NITI Aayog are still struggling to find out why they 
were created in the first place while institutions like the 

Shri Modi had promised jobs to 
every Indian youth in his election 
campaign and said 10 crore new 

jobs would be created, i.e. 2 crore 
job every year. Data from the 

government, however, indicates that 
job growth is at the lowest levels in 
a decade and the government needs 
to explain how it plans to achieve its 

targets.

rePort CarD
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Planning Commission were destroyed under his orders. 

Another poll promise of the BJP was to deliver transparent 
governance. But the NDA government has shown 
utter disrespect to institutions. An indefinite delay in 
appointments to vital constitutional and statutory bodies 
like the Central Information Commission, Central 
Vigilance Commission, Chief Election Commission by the 
government shows excessive centralization of power by the 
Modi government.

It has also become a norm with this government to not make 
appointments to crucial institutional positions, to dilute acts 
like the RTI by devious means and to fiscally emasculate 
autonomous organizations. Clearly, Modi government is 
doing all this to serve its crony capitalist friends at the cost 
of the ordinary Indians with impunity. 

This document aims to expose the true track record of the 
Modi government. It reveals the reality behind the mask of 

lies and false promises. It explores the performance of the 
BJP-led NDA government across key sectors during its first 
year of government. Based on the sector-wise analysis, we 
find that the Acche Din promised by the Modi government 
is only a mirage that has cheated the citizens and left the 
country in jeopardy.

kisaan viroDhi, narenDra MoDi!

naMo PoliCy  no aGriCUltUre-
MalGovernanCe only!

In the mid-1960s, on the eve of the Green Revolution, 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri proudly proclaimed: 
“Jai Jawan, Jai kisan.” In just 50 years, the BJP-led 
NDA government has cruelly cast aside this slogan. To 
paraphrase the BJP MP from Akola, Shri Sanjay Dhotre, 
Modi government’s motto is “Mar kisan (Let Kisan Die).” 

Prices of all agricultural crops are witnessing a free fall. 
Government is unwilling to fix a fair, ‘Minimum Support 
Price’ (MSP) for crops. Non-availability and rampant black-
marketing of Urea/DAP fertilizers/seeds are the accepted 

norm. burden of unseasonal rains/hailstorms leading to 
destruction of over 200 lakh hectares (494 lakh acres) of 
Rabi crops is driving the farmer to suicide and bankruptcy. 
Extension of agricultural credit to farmers stands slashed 
by banks/financial institutions.

Agricultural exports have dipped substantially and 
suddenly. Area under agricultural production has fallen. 
All this symbolizes the mal-governance of agriculture in 
one year by Modi Government.

Arrogance of power and inhumane remarks of BJP’s 
senior leaders add insult to injury worsening the miseries 
of farming community. Former BJP President and senior 
Cabinet Minister, Shri Nitin Gadkari tells farmers to not 
depend upon ‘God or Government’. BJP’s ex-National Kisan 
Morcha President and Haryana Agriculture Minister, O.P. 
Dhankar shamelessly calls debt-ridden farmers driven to 
suicides as ‘cowards’. Prominent BJP MP Sanjay Dhotre 
from Akola says “Let these farmers fed for themselves. If 
crop fails, they will figure out what to do. And if they die, 
led them die”. Sadly, ‘Suit Boot Ki Sarkar’ has failed even in 
performing its primary duty as Government. 

To top it all, catering to the needs of a few crony capitalist 
friends, Shri Narendra Modi is hell bent upon grabbing 
the Farmer’s most prized and primary possession  his land. 
Modi’s ‘Land Acquisition Ordinance, 2015’, that seeks to 
kill the ‘heart and soul’ of Right to Fair Compensation Act, 

2013, is actually a ‘Life Acquisition Ordinance’ for farmers.

Growing rural distress and apathy of 
Government can be enumerated 

1. Cost + 50% Profit  a tale of Broken ProMises

In the run-up to 2014 Parliamentary elections, the most 
important big ticket promise (other than bringing back 

What we have seen instead is 365 
days riddled with lies, misgovernance 

and broken promises. Keeping this 
in mind, the first year of the BJP-
led NDA government can be best 

summarized as  
ek saal  Desh Badhaal!

This epidemic catastrophe arises out 
of intentional indifference and cruel 

mal-governance of BJP-led NDA 
Government, which is deaf to the 

agony, anguish and request for help 
from the Indian farmer. “Anna Daata” 
(food provider) of the nation is facing 

an existential crises of survival. In 
fact, Modi Government follows a 

“NAMO” POLICY i.e.
no agriculture - Mal Governance
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black-money) made by Shri Narendra Modi was to ensure 
“remunerative prices for farmers by adding 50% profit into 
the peasant’s input cost” (Rally at Pathankot, Punjab on 
April 24, 2014). He repeated it across the country to woo the 
farmers and made a written promise in BJP’s 2014 Election 
Manifesto (Page-44).

Once in power, this solemn promise of Shri Modi to over 
60% of India’s population was buried at the bottom of ‘false 
promises dustbin’. Shockingly, Modi Government filed 
an affidavit dated 6th February, 2015 in Supreme Court 
describing ‘cost + 50%’ formula as a distortion. Having 
been cheated and short changed, India’s farmer stands at 

cross roads today.

Modi Government’s procurement agencies like FCI, CCI 
etc. are refusing to purchase farmer’s crop even at MSP 
beyond the PDS quota fixed for each State. To top it, 
Shri Narendra Modi has banned the BJP ruled States of 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan to give the 
already announced bonus to paddy and wheat farmers.

To add insult to injury, Modi Government has increased MSP 
of various corps for 2014-15 in negligible spurts of Rs. 50/- 
per quintal per crop unlike the unprecedented protective 
umbrella and fair market prices given by Congress Party 
between 2004-05 and 2013-14.

sr. no. name of Crop Congress Government (2004-05 to 
2013-14)

Modi Government (2014-15)

MSP Increase MSP Increase
1 Wheat 640 to 1400 760 1400 to 1450 50 only
2 Paddy (Rice

(a) Normal

(b) Grade-A 

560 to 1310

590 to 1345

750

755

1310 to 
13601345 to 
1400

50 only55 only

3 (a) Cotton Desi

(Medium Staple)

(b) Cotton American

(Long Staple)

1700 to 3700

1960 to 4000

2000

2040

3700 to 3750

4000 to 4050

50 only

50 only

4 Sugarcane 73.50 to 220 
Given on 
10.02.2014

146.50 220 to 230 10 only 
(proposed for 
2014-15)

5 TUR (ARHAR) 1390 to 4300 2910 4300 to 4350 50 only
6 MUNG 1410 to 4500 3090 4500 to 4600 100 only
7 Barley (JAUN) 540 to 1100 560 1100 to 1150 50 only
8 Maize (MAKEE) 525 to 1310 785 1310 No Increase
9 Millet (BAJRA) 515 to 1250 735 1250 No Increase
10 Soybean YellowSoybean Black 1000 to 2560

900 to 2500

15601600 25602500 No IncreaseNo 
Increase

11 Groundnut 1500 to 4000 2500 4000 No Increase

a bare book at the understated figures clearly reflects the intent of Congress and BJP vis-à-vis farmer’s welfare.

2. FAIR MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE (MSP)  AN ELUSIVE MIRAGE

rePort CarD
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3. CRAsh In mARkET pRICE Of EvEn 
nOn-msp CROps
Even Market-price of Non-MSP corps like Rice i.e. Basmati, 
1121, 1509; Cotton i.e. J-45 Hybrid and others as also Rubber 
etc. have witnessed a free fall in last three months. Basmati 
Rice alone has fallen from Rs. 6000-6500 in 2014-15 to Rs. 
3200-3300 per quintal in this season (100% drop). Basmati-
like Rice varieties of 1121 and 1509, which were sold for 
Rs. 4400-4800 last year, are being sold in distress sale at 
Rs. 2400-2800 per quintal this season. Cotton variety J-45 
Hybrid or even J-34 Regular, which was sold at Rs. 5300-
5500 last year, is being sold at Rs. 3800-4000 per quintal this 
season  even below MSP. A similar tale is being witnessed 
by distressed rubber farmers who have seen reduction in 
prices from Rs. 175-200 per kg last year to under Rs. 120 
per kg this season.

Question is what is BJP government doing after promising 
the moon?

4. gROwTh DOwn, pRODuCTIOn DOwn, 
ExpORTs DOwn, CROp AREA DOwn
Agricultural growth has gone down from 4.7% in 2013-14 
to 1.1% in 2014-15 under Modi Government (Economic 
Survey 2015). Total grain output is likely to go down from 
2650 lakh metric tons in 2013-14 to less than 2500 lakh 
metric tons in 2014-15.

Agricultural exports had jumped from USD 7.5 billion 
in 2003-04 to $42.6 billion in 2013-14 when Congress 
government demitted office. On the contrary, Modi 
government’s inaction and indifference is likely to lead to 
a decrease of nearly 29% in the exports of three crops alone 
i.e. wheat, rice and corn in 2014-15 itself i.e. over 135 lakh 
tons. Latest data of Agricultural Ministry reflects that area 
under cultivation has been reduced by 33.22 lakh hectares 
in 2014-15. Resultant effect would be negative growth of 
farm sector in 2014-15 for the first time after a decade of 
Congress rule.

5. unpRECEDEnTED uREA fERTILIzER 
CRIsIs
Last Rabi season witnessed blatant sale of Urea in black 
market, police lathi-charge on helpless farmers, looting of 
Urea stocks by mobs and distribution of Urea in police stations 
in different States. Reason was reckless mismanagement. 
Modi Government imported only 17.37 lakh tons of Urea in 
the crucial period of June-October, 2014, which was 1/3rd 
of last year’s import i.e. 2013 import of 43.82 lakh tons. On 

top of it, Modi Government failed to pay Rs. 40,000 crore 
of subsidy amount to domestic Urea manufacturers. For the 
year 2015-16, Modi Government has kept Fertilizer subsidy 
at Rs. 72,968 crore. This, however, includes outstanding 
dues of Rs. 40,000 crore as per Fertilizer Association of 
India. Hence, effective Fertilizer subsidy is only Rs. 32,968 
crore, which is 50% reduction.

6. DEsTRuCTIOn Of CROps  nEIThER 
COmpEnsATIOn nOR RELAxATIOn In 
pROCuREmEnT nORms.
Unseasonal rains and hailstorms damaged nearly 200 lakh 
hectares (494 lakh acres) of Rabi corps driving the farmer 
to abject penury, indebtedness and finally suicide. Vide a 
dictatorial order dated 8th April, 2015, Modi Government 
refused to grant relaxation beyond 14% in moisture norms. 
Only after Shri Rahul Gandhi’s visits to grain markets 
of Punjab on 30th April, 2015 followed by an effective 
intervention by him in Parliament on 1st May, 2015 did 
the Modi Government decided to relax moisture norms. 
No instructions have, however, been issued till today. Even 
the compensation announced came to a pittance of Rs. 
2750 per acre for rain fed area and Rs. 5465 per acre for 
assured irrigation areas. Till date, farmers have not even 
received this compensation. As a result, there has been a 
26% increase in suicides by farmers over the past year.

7. COnCERTED ATTEmpT TO kILL 
mgnREgA
Prime Minister Modi call MGNREGA as an ‘epitome of 
Congress’ failure’. Union Minister, Shri Nitin Gadkari 
slams MGNREGA in an internal note. Modi Government 
proceeds to kill the soul and spirit of NREGA by withholding 
payments to States for NREGA works. In 2014-15 alone, 
Government of India did not make payment of Rs. 6000 
crore to States for already executed MGNREGA works.

Although MGNREGA programme guarantees 100 days 
of employment, yet in 2014-15, people seeking work were 
offered a job for only 30/40 days. Less working days would 
imply lower income thereby adding to the financial burden 
faced by poorest of the poor in the country. No wonder 
that lack of availability of work under MGNREGA has 
led to increase in farmer’s suicides in vulnerable areas like 
Vidharba, Maharashtra.

This sordid saga of policy failures and mal-intent exposes 
the anti-poor, anti-farmer and anti-agriculture face of the 
Modi Government.”
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8. LAnD ACquIsITIOn ORDInAnCE Of 
mODI gOvERnmEnT Is LIfE ACquIsITIOn 
ORDInAnCE
Congress made valuable amendments to the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894 through the amending Act of 1984. 
Finally, Congress abolished the Land Acquisition Act, 
1894 and enacted the pro-farmer, pro-landless Right to 
Fair Compensation Act, 2013 in order to ensure that tiller 

of the land becomes a stakeholder in the developmental 
process of the country. The 2013 Act was based on complete 
political unanimity and was enacted after over 2 years of 
deliberations with all stake holders, including BJP. Within 
months of coming into power and in order to help some 
crony capitalists, Modi government decided to kill the 
soul and spirit of 2013 Act by bringing in an ordinance. 
Following table reflects the broad contours of amending 
ordinance:-

s. no. issue 2013 Congress law 2015 Modi Government’s ordinance

1 Consent

80 per cent mandatory consent required for 
acquisition for private companies and 70 
per cent consent needed for acquisition for 
Public Private Partnerships.

Requirement for consent removed in 
virtually all cases.

2 Social Impact 
Assessment

To determine the reason for acquisition, 
the Government was responsible for the 
execution of the Social Impact Assessment 
process.

The requirement for the Social Impact 
Assessment has been down away with. Now 
the reason for which land is being taken 
away from farmers to be handed over to 
industrialists need not be explained.

3 Return of Land

If a farmer had not accepted compensation 
or not parted with the physical possession 
of his land, then the acquisition would be 
set aside and the land would be returned.

Additional conditions have been imposed 
which make return of land much harder for 
poor farmers.

4 Multi-crop and 
agricultural land

Specific restrictions were imposed to 
prevent the arbitrary acquisition of multi-
crop and agricultural land and only as a last 
resort.

These restrictions have been done away 
with.

5 Protection to 
Officers

If any officer violated the law, the Act 
provided for immediate and swift 
prosecution.

Additional protections have been given to 
officers before they can be prosecuted even 
if they have violated the law.

6
Employment 
for Farmers and 
Landless Labour

Affected families would benefit not just 
from alternative land but also jobs and a 
home where necessary.

In complete ignorance of these detailed 
provisions, the BJP’s amendments only 
promises a job to farm labourers.

7
Acquisition 
for Industrial 
Corridors

Acquisition for industrial corridors had to 
first satisfy the requirement of consent and 
Social Impact Assessment in addition to 
this only the bare minimum extent of land 
could be acquired.

The BJP’s amendments do away with 
these safeguards. In addition to this, the 
amendments allow acquisition of an extra 
one kilometer of land along the entire 
length of the industrial corridor.

Despite the fact that entire country, including his own Party, is up in arms against this anti-farmer, anti-poor ordinance of 
Shri Narendra Modi and Government has not been able to get it passed through Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha, it seeks to issue 
the ordinance a third time in utter disregard of Parliamentary democracy. v
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upA bEquEAThED A RECOvERIng ECOnOmy, 
nDA’s DEfICIT hAwks hAvE RuInED IT

Are you confused by India’s 
economic trajectory? You just 
heard that India’s economy 

outpaced China in the last quarter 
(January-March 2015). According to 
international financial institutions, 
India will become the fastest growing 
major economy this year.

Government of India has announced 
major initiatives such as Make in 
India. Surely, acche din are here. 
Right? Yet, something bothers you 
deep down inside. You hear a lot about 
rural distress and farmer suicides.

Despite talk of job creation, young 
people aren’t finding job opportunities. 
Exports are doing horribly, and small 
and medium businesses aren’t exactly 
humming with activity. Yes, it would 
be nice to conduct business more 
smoothly but there doesn’t seem to be 
that much business to conduct! Quite 
simply, you don’t know what to make 
of these conflicting signals.

Fear not, you are not alone. This 
confusion is not limited to aam admi. 
Even experts are confused by the 
disconnect between headline growth 
numbers and reports of stagnant 
economic activity.

The Central Statistical Office (CSO) 
revised its methodology for estimating 
India’s gross domestic product. The 
new growth numbers surprised 
everybody. The government’s chief 

economic adviser and the chairman 
of the Reserve Bank of India have cast 
doubt on the new CSO data.

But what is not in doubt is that 
agricultural growth rate has declined, 
industrial activity is uneven, job 
growth is anaemic, exports have 
declined and investments haven’t 
picked up.

The economy that had started 
recovery prior to the elections has 
hit a speed breaker. With predictions 
of yet another monsoon shortfall, 
the economy could be in trouble. It 
needn’t have come to this.

The faltering economic recovery has 
a lot to do with the government’s 
hubris, arrogance and over-reliance 
on the advice of deficit hawks who 
have promoted an excessive fiscal 
consolidation policy at exactly the 
wrong time.

After the NDA government was sworn 
in, the incoming finance minister took 
on the fiscal deficit target set by his 
predecessor as a personal challenge. 
That was wrong. Instead, he should 
have used it as an opportunity to 
reassess the economic landscape at 
that particular moment in time.

In his budget speech, Arun Jaitley 
talked about the importance of fiscal 
prudence and intergenerational 
equity, meaning we should not burden 
tomorrow’s citizens by spending 

beyond our means 
today. Jaitley was 
well aware at 
that time that we 
had an incipient 
recovery on our 
hands and that 
global economic 
c o n d i t i o n s , 
despite a drop in 
crude prices, were not at their rosiest.

Demand remained weak, both abroad 
and at home. Private investment was 
weaker than it had been just a few years 
earlier. Therefore, the need was for the 
government to nurture the recovery 
and to participate in economic activity 
in a bigger way.

Some independent observers had 
asked the finance minister to relax the 
fiscal deficit target in 2014-15 so as to 
boost public investments in order to 
create a bridge to a future where private 
investors would be back in investment 
mode. But, those were the days when 
the new government was flying high. 
Magic was in the air; opposing views 
were brushed aside.

As global commodity prices and 
inflation started falling, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s naseeb 
(good fortune) was extolled as a virtue. 
The new government was engaged in a 
frenetic announcement-a-day mode – 
from Swachh Bharat to Beti Bachao to 
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Make in India.

A sense of complacency set in and 
warnings of a deficient monsoon for 
2014 appear to have been ignored. 
A government wanting to burnish 
its fiscal responsibility credentials 
revelled in the announcement of 
holding down minimum support 
prices for farmers. Surjit Bhalla, a right 
wing economist, sounded positively 
giddy over the first MSP announced 
by the Modi government: -0.3% 
change, among the lowest in almost 
four decades.

Just a year earlier, a poll bound Modi 
had promised farmers a 50% profit 
margin. In this context, a deficient 
monsoon and unseasonal rains played 
havoc with the rural economy. To 
worsen matters, the government 

all but sabotaged implementation 
of MGNREGA, a scheme that puts 
additional purchasing power in the 
hands of rural labour.

Even as the economy was experiencing 
green shoots of recovery, demand was 
still subdued and private investment 
was not forthcoming. This situation 
called for the government to step 
up. Independent experts suggested 
increase in public investments as a way 
to bolster the economy.

BJP routinely accused UPA of 
inadequate public investments in 
agriculture. Here was an opportunity 
for BJP to do what it had long talked 
about. Alas, that was not to be. Not 
only did the new government cut 
spending at the wrong time, it did 
so by cutting plan (investment) 

expenditures, something that it, again, 
routinely accused UPA of doing.

An enhanced service tax or increased 
excise taxes on fuel can improve the 
government’s finances, but force 
consumers to curtail their spending. 
With the finance minister cutting plan 
expenditures for 2015-16 as well, you 
have to wonder where the spending is 
going to come from and in what form.

If year two of the Modi government is a 
repetition of the first year, the economy 
will be in trouble. Unfortunately, the 
consequences of the government’s 
failures will be disproportionately 
borne by those who have little voice in 
this debate. v

(The author, formerly with the World 
Bank, is a spokesperson of Congress)

Courtesy: TOI

22 DEAD AfTER vAn fALLs In 
DOwLEswARAm bARRAgE In AnDhRA 
pRADEsh
new Delhi: Twenty-two people including 10 women and 
six children died in an accident which happened at the 
Dowleshwaram Barrage near Rajamundhary in Andhra 
Pradesh.  The family was returning from a pilgrimage to 
Tirupati.

They were travelling in the Toofan Jeep which rammed 
into the railing on Dowleshwaram Barrage and fell into 
the reservoir early morning on 12th June, 2015. 23 persons 
— all family members and relatives of Eegala Appa Rao 
of Achutapuram village near Vizag and his sons — were 
crammed inside the vehicle, besides the driver.

The sole survivor is a 10-year-old grandson of Appa Rao. 

In a condolence message Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has extended her condolences to the family members 
of the deceased, killed in a road accident in Rajamundhary, 
Andhra Pradesh. Saddened at the unfortunate incident, 
Smt. Gandhi hoped that requisite relief and rehabilitation 
measures were being taken by authorities concerned. AICC 
Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi extremely saddened 
to learn of the accident at Dowleswaram barrage near 
Rajamundhry, AP. My deepest condolences to the families. v

15 kILLED AfTER hIgh-TEnsIOn wIRE 
fALLs On bus In RAjAsThAn
new Delhi: Tragedy struck a marriage party when 15 of 
its members, including eight minors, were electrocuted to 
death after the bus they were travelling in came in contact 
with a live wire in Rajasthan’s Tonk district on 13th June, 
2015.

Twenty-six people were also injured in the incident that 
took place in Pachewar area of Malpura town on Tonk-
Ajmer district border, nearly 90 km from the state capital.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed grief 
at the tragic incident of deaths in Tonk, Rajasthan due to 
high tension live wire which came in contact with a bus. 
Extending her condolences to the family of the deceased, 
Smt. Gandhi hoped that immediate relief and compensation 
is being provided. Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said ‘Very sad to hear about the tragedy in Tonk, 
Rajasthan. My condolences to the families who lost their 
loved ones in this incident’. 

Congress has demanded that a murder case be registered 
against power department officials responsible for the 
accident. The party has also demanded a high-level probe 
into the tragedy besides seeking more compensation and 
government jobs to one member of the families of the 
deceased. v
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I
I welcome all of you, especially the newly-
elected delegates, to this 83rd Plenary 
session of the Indian National Congress. 
Today, we are also concluding the 125th 
anniversary celebrations of our Party.
And what a century and a quarter it has 
been. 
From the time of its founding, generation 
upon generation of Congressmen and 
women have left their mark on our nation’s 
history.
Mahatma Gandhi gave a new philosophy 
and direction to the Congress, inspiring 
millions to join him in winning Freedom.
Under the far-sighted leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
foundations of the modern Indian nation-state were laid, resting 
on a profound commitment to parliamentary democracy, 
secularism, planning and science and technology. The first steps 
to industrialise India were taken. The first initiatives to liberate 
ourselves from poverty, ignorance, discrimination and disease 
were launched. The first measures to empower the weaker 
sections were introduced. 
Lal Bahadur Shastri’s Jai Jawan Jai Kisan still resonates 
throughout the country today.
Indira Gandhi gave our Party a bold new thrust with her deep 
concern for the poor and the under-privileged. Her leadership 
gave us pride and self-confidence. Her courage and conviction 
continue to sustain us.
Rajiv Gandhi was with us only for a brief while but in that 
eventful time, he set our country firmly on the path to entering 
the 21st century from a position of strength.
PV Narasimha Rao gave fresh impetus to the process of 
economic reforms.
Over the past century and more, our Party has seen many 
victories and defeats, confronted many obstacles, overcome 

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress Presidents who have placed their vision  

and opinion for building the destiny of India.

Congress Plenary session

18-20 December 2010: Burari [Delhi]

wE ARE ThE pARTy Of ThE fuTuRE, IT Is fOR us TO EnsuRE 
ThAT IT hOLDs OuT hOpE fOR EACh AnD EvERy InDIAn. ThAT 

Is OuR CALLIng AnD OuR ObLIgATIOn: sonia gandhi

many challenges. Throughout, it has always shown great 
resilience and a will to face the future.
It is natural for us to look back with pride. 
We are privileged to be inheritors of a legacy, a legacy of vision 
and values, of commitment and concern.
But it is important for us to reflect to what extent we have stood 
steadfast to the rich legacy bequeathed to us. 
That is the purpose of this Plenary.
We meet not just to celebrate our past.
We assemble here to make a fresh resolve, a resolve of service 
and of renewal. This resolve is not just a Party calling, it a vital 
national need.
II 
You have all entrusted me with the stewardship of this great 
organization for a little over twelve years. It is your support, your 
hard work which have made possible all that we have achieved 
during this period.
We are a unique Party for more than one reason, not least 
because we embody the very idea of India in all its diversity. 
We are the nation’s pre-eminent political party, the only one 
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with a truly pan-Indian presence and strength. We have lakhs of 
dedicated workers, like you, throughout the country. They, like 
you, are the pillars of our organisation.
We are the only party that derives its support from all sections 
of our society. The only one that puts the welfare of the poor, 
the deprived and disadvantaged at the very core of its agenda. 
There is vast reservoir of goodwill for our Party amongst the 
people.
We must consolidate these unique assets.
But we must also candidly address weaknesses that have 
manifested themselves.
We must be more than a giant election machine. 
Our doors must remain open to people from all walks of life, 
from all sections of society. Grand Old Party the Congress may 
be but it must be more than a party of age and experience. It 
must also be a party of youthful energy and vitality. We therefore 
welcome the entry of more and more young people into our 
ranks. The Youth Congress and the NSUI have launched a 
major campaign for enrolment in a democratic, systematic, 
and professional manner. These efforts are already beginning to 
show results.
Throughout its history, the Congress has been a party of ideas, 
responding to changing political and economic circumstances. I 
firmly believe that we must periodically introspect together, and 
if necessary, reassess our position on critical issues to keep pace 
with the times. That is why in the past we held the Pachmarhi 
Vichar Manthan Shivir and the Shimla Chintan Shivir.
In the coming months, we will hold a similar conclave. This 
will give us an opportunity to refresh our perspectives on 
crucial national issues and also review the functioning of our 
organisation. It will be an occasion to hear the voices of our 
colleagues, particularly younger ones, to bring new energy to 
our thinking.
I am only too aware of how much work we need to do in some 
states. The recent lection in Bihar has demonstrated that there is 
no alternative to earnestly beginning the process of reviving the 
party organisation from the grassroots. There are no shortcuts. 

The road ahead will be long and arduous but we will persevere 
and we will succeed. This is no time for despondency. This is a 
time for constructive action, including in those states where we 
are in coalition. 
Where we are in office, whether at the Centre or in the states, 
let it not be forgotten that it is the Party that has made the 
government. It is the primary responsibility of those in office to 
be sensitive to the voices coming from the Party organisation 
and ranks. Party workers must be seriously heard and listened 
to. We must not forget that it is the ordinary worker who is our 
ear on the ground, our hand on the pulse of the common man.
In those states where we are not in office, a new situation has 
arisen. The Congress-led UPA government is transferring 
unprecedented funds to all states without any discrimination. 
Our party workers have a special role in remaining vigilant and 
ensuring that these funds reach their intended beneficiaries. 
They must create an awareness of the role of the our government 
in creating and funding these schemes. They must counter any 
effort by the opposition to take credit for them and mislead the 
people.
In addition, many party workers in non-Congress states have 
complained to me that our own ministers at the Centre do 
not fully appreciate their concerns. They make a valid point. 
Such neglect is demoralizing for our workers who function 
in a hostile environment. Central ministers must engage with 
the local Congress leadership and workers particularly during 
their visits.
Our Party must also engage with civil society and with 
professional experts from different disciplines in a regular and 
systematic manner.. I do think it is now necessary to create a 
professional party think-tank to be run on institutional lines. 
We will take up this subject in the forthcoming conclave.
III 
The Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi imparted political 
and practical meaning to non-violence. It is, therefore, all the 
more troubling to see the growing spiral of violence in our 
country. 
We are confronted with terrorist groups in Jammu and Kashmir. 
In a number of states, Naxalites are using violent methods to 
undermine the basis of the democratic system. In parts of the 
north-east militant groups disrupt peace and normalcy and 
have turned extortionist. We would not be serving the national 
interest if we ignored the true nature and character of those 
who use violence as an instrument. These elements have to be 
combated with all the means at our command.
Yet, in the troubled parts of our country, the door of dialogue 
has to be kept open, the prospect of political accommodation 
kept alive. That is how over two and a half decades ago, Rajivji 
brought peace back in Punjab, Assam, Mizoram, Tripura and 
Darjeeling. This is the only way to reconciliation and enduring 
peace.
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To make this approach truly meaningful we must be sensitive 
to understanding what causes this violence and keeps it going. 
In some areas, long-unresolved socio-economic issues provide 
a fertile ground for anti-national forces to operate and generate 
sympathy. 
In Jammu and Kashmir we must address the alienation of a 
whole new generation of youth that has known nothing but 
conflict. Our security forces are facing a difficult situation with 
courage and fortitude. At the same time, the political process 
must get new energy and focus. That is what our government 
has sought to do by appointing interlocutors. 
In the areas affected by Naxalite activity, we have to resolve 
issues of daily concern to tribal communities particularly 
the loss of land and livelihoods and the absence of even the 
minimum basic services. This must go hand-in-hand with 
upgrading police capabilities and effectiveness.
The recent bomb blast in Varanasi is a reminded that we can 
never relax our vigil. Let there be absolutely no doubt about our 
determination to confront those elements and organisations 
who operate from across the border and seek to spread terror, 
to destroy our social fabric and weaken us economically.
IV 
India is defined by its deep and abiding commitment to 
secularism. It is a value ingrained in our ethos and culture. 
For us, secularism is not a denial of religion. Respect for other 
religions, tolerance and celebration of ‘other’s faiths and beliefs 
is our tradition.
The Congress Party has always fought against all forms of 
communalism, regardless of their source. 
What is communalism?
It is the abuse of religion for narrow political purposes. It is the 
abuse of religion and to spread hatred and bigotry. It is the abuse 
of religion to polarise our society and to divide us.
We cannot ignore the pernicious impact of individuals, 
institutions and ideologies that distort our history, that thrive on 
spreading religious prejudice and that incite people to violence 
using religion as a cover. 
The Congress Party makes no distinction between organisations 
of the majority and of the minority communities who indulge 
in communalism and related acts of terrorism. They are all 
dangerous, they must all be defeated.

An India that loses its secular moorings no longer remains the 
India our founding fathers and great leaders fought for and even 
gave their lives for.
As Congressmen and women, it is our sacred duty to honour, 
protect and promote the secular ideal and always fearlessly 
practice it.
V 
There is no doubt that corruption at all levels has become 
a disease spreading throughout our society. The poor pay 
the heaviest price for it, bear its greatest burden. The RTI 
legislation is bringing about a new culture of transparency 
and accountability. The Lok Pal Bill awaiting introduction in 
Parliament will strengthen this process.
There should be no tolerance for corruption or misconduct. 
We have demonstrated this through our actions. Even when 
no charge has been established, we have asked ministers and 
chief ministers to step down, pending inquiry. How many other 
parties can make such a claim? Can the BJP do so in regard to 
Karnataka where corruption is rampant or other states? Can 
the Left parties do so in regard to states where they are ruling? 
Can anything possibly justify bringing Parliament to a halt? 
Can the Opposition justify undermining the norms on which a 
parliamentary democracy functions? Surely, Parliament cannot 
be held hostage to political expediency. Parliament itself is the 
forum to discuss and resolve contentious issues.
In this context, I want to say something about our Prime 
Minister. He is the embodiment of sobriety, dignity and integrity. 
The BJP’s personal attack on him is downright despicable. On 
your behalf, I want to compliment him for his wise leadership, 
for remaining calm amidst the storm and for his unwavering 
devotion to the progress and prosperity of the nation. The Party 
stands solidly with him.
I believe that both as a party and as a government we must 
confront corruption head-on. State funding of elections has 
been talked about in different forums from time to time. We 
should now consider how best to take this proposal forward 
decisively. Beyond this, here is how I believe we can intensify 
our battle against corruption.
First, there is merit in instituting a new system of fast-tracking 
all cases that concern corruption by public servants, including 
politicians. Such cases drag on interminably and undermine 
public confidence and trust. Why can’t we put in place systems 
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that bring corruption cases to closure in 
a defined time-frame? This would bring 
the guilty to book quickly and clear those 
unfairly charged.
Second, we must ensure, through 
legislation and clear procedures, full 
transparency in public procurement 
and contracts. It is the duty of the 
administration to ensure that there is no 
subversion of due process. And should 
it come to pass, whistle blowers must be 
protected.
Third, we have ample evidence that all 
discretionary powers, particularly in 
land allocation breed corruption. I would 
like all Congress chief ministers and 
Ministers at both the Centre and states, 
to set an example by reviewing and 
relinquishing such powers.
Fourth, we need an open, competitive 
system of exploiting natural resources. 
This is something we promised in our 
2009 election manifesto and it has now 
assumed much greater urgency. 
Congressmen and women holding office 
must not allow any doubt about their 
probity and integrity. It ill becomes 
representatives of a Party claiming to 
speak for the poor to indulge in greed, 
extravagance and luxury. Simplicity, 
restraint and austerity must be our 
chosen way. We cannot make this a law. 
But in a country where poverty is still 
widespread, let us at least have the moral 
sensibility to avoid vulgar displays of 
wealth and waste.
VI
Since May 2004 under our Prime 
Minister’s leadership, the economy has 
moved on to a much higher growth path. 
His stewardship through the global crisis 
is acknowledged universally. It is this 
high economic growth that has enabled 
us to fund our social welfare programmes 
and schemes. It has also enabled our 
government to transfer unprecedented 
financial resources to all the states.
As we sustain the momentum of high 
economic growth, we face some crucial 
challenges.  
Prices of essential commodities 
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particularly must always be kept at 
affordable levels and inflation kept in 
check. 
Our environment, forests and biodiversity 
must be protected and regenerated.
The benefits of growth must be shared 
equitably with the weaker sections of 
society.
Our government is dealing with these 
challenges. The inflation rate has 
declined considerably in recent months. 
Allocations for our flagship schemes 
have increased enormously. But merely 
spending more money or attaining 
expanded numerical targets is not 
enough.
Subsidies meant for the poor must reach 
the poor and the poor alone. Subsidies 
enjoyed by the relatively well-off must be 
redirected to those in need. It is essential 
that the quality of public education 
and health care is vastly improved. 
These are vital building-blocks of an 
inclusive society. This is how equality 
of opportunity and social mobility will 
reach everybody. 
It is here that all of you can play a 
valuable and constructive role by acting 
as watchdogs at local levels. You must 
mobilise and organize beneficiaries, 
make sure that job cards are given, 
due wages paid, ration shops function, 
primary health centres run properly and 
teachers report for work in schools.
VII 
Before I end, let me say that our future 
will be shaped not by a magic wand or 
by any single individual. Our future will 
depend on our party’s capacity to work 
together as a team and to ensure that our 
organization does not pull in different 
directions. There are always personal 
disappointments in politics as in other 
walks of life. I can understand individual 
ambitions but when they are not fulfilled, 
the party’s cohesion should not be 
jeopardised. The party must always come 
before the individual.
Friends, there is a new aspiration in our 
country. The Congress must recognise 
this and make itself the instrument of its 

fulfilment. It can only do so by mobilising 
its collective political will. 
We are a party with a glorious past.
We are the party of the future, It is for us 
to ensure that it holds out hope for each 
and every Indian. That is our calling and 
our obligation. 
Let the message go forth from this Plenary 
that the Congress is aware of its strengths, 
conscious of its responsibilities.
Together we will build on our strengths.
Together we will honour our 
responsibilities.
We will strive our utmost to prove 
worthy of the trust and confidence that 
the people continue to repose in us. Jai 
Hind. v
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Q. When and how did you get initiated in the Gandhian 
and Congress principles?

A. Since childhood. My father, Shri P.N. Parikkar, 
was a Gandhian. During the independence 
struggle, he publicly preached these tenets, and 
organized groups for propagating the Congress 
work. His brother was a freedom fighter who was 
jailed. My father believed that literacy was the 
key to awareness, which is mandatory for social 
change and development. Starting from small 
village reading centres where he read out the news 
to the illiterate villagers daily, he started teaching them and 
then developed village libraries. The movement caught on 
and gradually Kerala has become the first fully literate state 
in India. He is known as the “Father of literacy in Kerala”.

Q. When did you get involved in Congress work?

A. During student life. My father often repeated Gandhiji’s 
words, “only a good social worker can become a good 
politician and only a good politician can become a good 
administrator.” I found social work most satisfying. Through 
P.N. Parikkar foundation this work is being continued.

Q. Who is your ideal person?

A. Mahatma Gandhi, because of his vision and his 
philosophy. Even as the world is facing more and more 
difficult times, his philosophy is becoming more and more 
relevant. Also, without following his democratic style of 
functioning, we cannot survive.

Q. What according to you is the role of Congress in nation-
Building?

A. The most important and basic role was that of the 
Congress. We joined to become a united nation, not only 
politically, but in our minds, emotions, and our loyalties 
became one. Mahatmaji educated all Indians no matter how 
unaware he or she had been, in democracy. Democracy 
is what has made us strong and started us on the path of 
development. The vision and 5-year plans of the Congress 
governments have brought the country to the level not ever 
dreamt of earlier.

Q. What difference do you find in the Congress now since the 
earlier times?

A. The history of Congress is full of sacrifices. Right from 
the start, Congress activities have shown exemplary selfless 

service to the national cause, not caring about 
their personal loss. This was the strength of 
the Congress. Congress governments gave 
good administration because their political 
cadre had come up doing social work, loving 
their fellowmen. It saddens us to see that now 
personal interests have crept in. 

Also, in the present times of fast news and 
social media, when all information travels 
fast, we ignored advertising the good work 
Congress did. Our rebels used the same media 

to talk about our-mistakes, and to misguide the populace 
by showing good work done by the Congress as work done 
by them.

Q. What needs to be done for Congress to regain its strength?

A. Congress is definitely going to regain its lost foothold. 
But a lot of hard work is needed. Already the morale of the 
activists that had gone down, is coming up and an upsurge 
is showing. As Gandhiji said, only a good social worker can 
be a good politician. Congress people should not only get 
more and more involved with social work at the grass-root 
level, but this should also be more visible. People need to 
see that Congress activists go with the common man. The 
previous UPA Government did bring some revolutionary 
Bills and Amendments through the Parliament, even 
though the then opposition tried very hard to delay it 
by stalling the Parliament. These Bills were most needed 
and very farsighted, that would help the common man. 
Unfortunately the present party in power is taking credit 
for all of them, just by changing their names and making 
other small changes not beneficial for the common people. 
A concentrated awareness campaign is the need, more 
through the social media, because democratization of 
information appears to be less. 

Panchayat Shakti-dals in gram-sabhas and similar 
institutions need to be strengthened with much more 
participation by Congress activities.

Q. how to increase the participation of the youth?

A. at school level itself, children should know about our 
freedom-struggle and history and sacrifices of the great 
Congress leaders. Children’s books, documentaries etc. reach 
and affect them a lot. These are more necessary to be used, 

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the grass-root workers of the 
Congress Party. The first such interview was published in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

InTERvIEw wITh A DEDICATED COngREsspERsOn
Born in Ambalapura (Kerala) on 22nd March, 1949 in a known Congress family, Shri N. Balagopal has been 
continuing with the social literacy movement started by his father. He is at present residing at Trivandrum.

- Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla

continued on page 58
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representative Prof. Balraj Thakur, 
former district president, Ghanshyam 
Upadhaya, Shri Triveni Prasad Singh 
said that Dr. Hardikar was a strong pillar 
in the independence movement and was 
a true well-wisher of the poor and the 
downtrodden. Dr. Hardikar founded 
the Sewa Dal in 1923 and thereafter 
jumped in the freedom movement and 
gave momentum to it.

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
ara: The Congressmen, led by senior 
Congress leader, Dr. Shashi Kumar 
Singh, paid tributes to former prime 
minister and Bharat Ratna, Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi on his 24th death anniversary 
here on 21st May, 2015.

The Congressmen took out a ‘prabhat 
pheri’ in the morning from Vir Kunwar 
Singh University gate till the lepers’ 
colony near the station where clothes 
and fruit were distributed. 

Dr. Shashi Kumar Singh addressed the 
gathering and spoke about the life and 
history of Rajiv Gandhi.

Others who addressed were Dr. Nirmal 
Kumar Singh, Ashok Kumar Singh, 
Shashi Kant Tiwari, Dr. Manoj Dwivedi, 
Gunjan Kumar, Prof. Arun Kumar 
Singh, Kishore Kesri, Ajay Kumar, 
Shanker Soni and others.

and Veteran leader of the Congress 
Party, Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi on 
21st May, 2015. A modern-minded, 
decisive but undemonstrative man, 
Rajiv ji once summed up his vision of 
India in these words: "Development 
is about people. The goal is material, 
cultural and spiritual fulfillment for 
the people. The Human Factor is of 
supreme value in development." He will 
always be the guiding light, not just for 
the Congress party, but for millions of 
Indians and admirers across the world.

The speech of Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister, Nabam Tuki began with a two 
minutes silence to observe the death 
anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi and also 
to show solidarity to Tarik Rabha, ex-
MLA who had died recently, A.T Kullo, 
former Congress leader who also passed 
away recently, four female members 
who died because of electrocution 
three days ago and victims of the Nepal 
Earthquake.

BIHAR
Tributes paid to Dr. Hardikar
ara: The Bhojpur District Congress 
Sewa Dal paid tributes to the founder of 
Sewa Dal Dr. Narayan Rao Hardikar on 
his 127th birth anniversary here on 7th 
May, 2015. A debate was also organized 
and former Pradesh chief organizer Shri 
Pramod Rai was the chief guest who said 
that Dr. Hardikar was the leading leader 
in the freedom movement and was a 
good administrator and a social worker 
in the cause of humanity.

Inaugurating the debate, Pradesh 

ANDAMAN AND 
NICOBAR ISLANDS

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
Port Blair: To pay homage to Party's 
beloved leader and former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his 24th 
Martyrdom anniversary, the PCC 
President Kuldeep Rai Sharma paid 

tributes by garlanding the portrait of 
Rajiv Gandhi followed by floral tribute 
by other senior leaders and supporter 
of the Party at Gandhi Bhavan on 21st 
May, 2015. Kuldeep briefed about 
Rajiv Gandhi's contributions to the 
Nation and administered pledge on 
non-violence to the gathering. The 
Dist President RV Reddy, Chairperson 
SWB Ratna Kannan, PBMC Chairman 
Ar umugam,  PRI  members  chie f 
spokesperson K.  Ganeshan,  City 
Congress president Andan Selvam, G/s 
Manikkam, Secretary Alima Bibi were 
present among others.

ARUNACHAL 
PRADESH

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
itanagar: The Arunachal Pradesh Youth 
Congress observed the 24th death 
anniversary of Former Prime Minister 

STATESWATCH
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CHANDIGARH
Congress pays  

tribute to Nehru
Chandigarh: The Chandigarh Congress 
on  2 7 t h  May,  2 0 1 5  We d ne s d ay 
remembered Jawaharlal Nehru former 
prime minister on his 51st death 
anniversary. Pawan Kumar Bansal 
former Union Minister and Pardeep 
Chhabra  pres ident ,  Chandigarh 
Congress paid homage to him at a 
function held at the Dadumajra.   

While addressing a gathering Shri 
Bansal said that the modern, secular 
and strong India is the result of the 
visionary thoughts of Nehru who always 
stood for a progressive nation. He said 
that Nehru played an important role 
in the development of the country.  
He said that we must pledge to follow 
the path shown by him to keep the 
nation intact. He said that Nehru laid 
strong foundation of the nation for the 
integrity and the unity of the country.  
He said that his thoughts are more 
relevant today when the BJP is trying 
to divide the nation in the name of 
religion.

Pardeep Chhara said the Chandigarh 
had special place in the mind of Nehru 
who was behind the origin of the city.  
The city owes lot to the visionary leader.  
While touching on the other issues, 
Chhara promised to solve the problems 
of the dumping ground at Daddumajra. 
He said that the issue will be taken up 
at the level of administration and the 
Municipal Corporation.

CHHATTISGARH
Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
raipur: The City Congress Committee 
paid floral tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
on his 24th death anniversary here on 
21 May, 2015.

Pradesh Congress Presdient, Shri 
Bhupesh Baghel and City Congress 
president, Shri Vikas Upadhaya paid 
tributes to Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi.

Jhiram Valley incident 
anniversary

raipur: The second anniversary of the 
Jhiram Valley incident was held at the 
Congress Bhawan here on 25th May, 
2015.

The City Congress paid tributes to 
the senior Congress leaders who were 
killed in Naxal attack in Jhiram Valley. 
Former Pradesh president and MLA, 
Shri Dhanendra Shahoo garlanded the 
photos of Shri Vidyacharan Shukla and 
Shri Nand Kumar Patel, Shri Mahendra 
Karma, Shri Uday Mudaliar, Shri 
Yogendra Sharma, Shri Deepak Patel 
and on the photos of security personnel.

They said that the Naxal attacks were 
increasing and the main reason is the 
Raman Singh led BJP. Mahila Congress 
president, Smt. Shobha Ojha, former 
chief minister Ajit Jogi, general secretary 
Girish Devgun, Smt. Anita Ravate, 
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi, Vikas Upadhaya, 
Narayan Kure, Ashok Raj Ahuja, Mayor 
Pramod Dubey, Indrachand Dhaliwal, 
Chaya Varma, SrikumaMenon, Daulat 
Rohada, Sanjay Pathak, Ajay Sahoo, Shiv 
Singh Thakur, Sushil Anand Shukla, 
Divyakishore Niyal, Dinesh Futar, 
Sarak Raees Khan, Mahesh Soni, Badal 
Bhardwaj, Rahul Jain, Yogesh Tiwari, 
Pankaj Thakur, Nitish Gaekwad, MD 
Tariq Khan, Md Bilal and others paid 
floral tributes to the leaders.

DELHI
Tributes paid to  
Rajiv Gandhiji

new Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
C o m m i t t e e  ( D P C C )  o r g a n i s e d 
a function to mark the 24th death 
anniversary of former Prime Minister, 
Bharat Ratna Shri Rajiv Gandhi, the 
architect of computer revolution and 
modern development in India, at Rajiv 
Bhawan, the DPCC office, here on 21st 
May, 2015. 

Thousands of Congress workers and 
senior leaders of the Congress party 
gathered to pay homage. After two 
minute silence floral tributes were 
paid at the portrait of Rajivji. DPCC 
President Shri Ajay Maken said Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi,  with his foresight, 
fortitude and imagination, had taken 
India to the heights of a modern world 
power, and also gave a new direction 
and hope to the youth and women of the 
country, for which the country would be 
eternally grateful to him.

Besides DPCC president  Shri Ajay 
Maken, prominent others who paid 
homage to Shri Rajiv Gandhi were AICC 
secretary Shri Naseeb Singh, ex-MLAs 
S/Shri Harishankar Gupta, Kunwar 
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Karan Singh, Brahm Yadav, Chattar 
Singh, Dr. Naresh Kumar, DPCC 
Minority Cell chairman Ali Mehndi, 
Opposition leaders in MCD Mukesh 
Goel and Varyam Kaur, Duli Chand 
Lohia, Gurcharan Singh Raju, Rattan 
Singh Panwar, Advocate Sunil Kumar, 
chief organizer of Seva Dal Dineshwar 
Tyagi, Nehru Brigade chairman Ramesh 
Dutta  and thousands of Congress 
workers.  

Shri Ajay Maken said Rajivji gave a 
new direction to the country, and it 
was due to his farsightedness and vision 
that India was on the road to major 
development and progress. He said Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi was always concerned with 
the welfare of the people, particularly 
the poor, downtrodden and women for 
building the future of the country, and 
initiated many welfare schemes for the 
upliftment of the poor, Dalits, women, 
old people and the villagers.  

DPCC pays tributes to  
Pt. Nehru

new Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) president Shri Ajay 
Maken said the steps taken by former 
Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
for the all-round development of the 
country with foresight and fortitude 
were now bearing fruits as whatever 
developments that have been witnessed 
in the country were the result of Nehru 
Ji’s vision. Addressing the Congress 
workers and leaders on the occasion 
of Pandit Nehru’s death anniversary at 
the DPCC office, Rajiv Bhawan, here 

on 27th May, 2015. Shri Ajay Maken 
said it was Nehru’s great vision and 
fortitude that helped India overcome 
the teething troubles following the hard 
won freedom struggle and move towards 
development, progress, prosperity and 
self-reliance. A two-minute silence was 
observed to pay homage to Pt. Nehru’s 
memory. 

Besides Shri Ajay Maken, others who 
offered floral tribute on Nehru Ji’s 
portrait were AICC Secretary Shri 
Kuljeet Singh Nagra, Ex MLAs Kunwar 
Karan Singh, Hari Shankar Gupta, Vijay 
Lochav, Veer Singh Dhingan and Brahm 
Pal, Brahm Yadav, Chattar Singh, Rajesh 
Chauhan, DPMC President Onika 
Mehrotra and DPCC Sewa Dal Chief 
Organiser Dineshwar Tyagi. 

DPCC president Shri Ajay Maken 
said the Congress party not only won 
freedom for the country, but also put the 
country on the road to development and 
progress after independence by taking 
effective measures to tackle poverty, 
housing, universal education, industrial 
development and friendly relations with 
foreign countries which also helped the 
country benefit in myriad ways for its 
developments. 

Shri Ajay Maken said people should 
take inspiration from the life of Pt. 
Nehru to take the country to a higher 
level of development and progress with 
discipline, dedication and commitment, 
which were the hallmark of Panditji’s 
life and work. 

Tributes paid to Dr. Hardikar
new Delhi: All India Congress Seva Dal 
organised a programme on 7th May, 
2015, the Birth Anniversary of Founder 
of Congress Seva Dal Dr. N.S. Hardikar 
at the office of All India Congress Seva 
Dal, 26, Akbar Road, New Delhi.

Well known Gandhian and former 
Assistant Organiser of  Al l  India 

Congress Seva Dal Dr. S.N. Subbarao 
was the Chief Guest.

Political Secretary to Congress President 
Shri Ahmed Patel, General Secretaries 
Digvijay Singh, Oscar Fernandes, Mukul 
Wasnik, B.K. Hariprasad, P.C. Chacko, 
Ex. Congress Seva Dal Chairman Shri 
Suresh Pachauri, Secretaries Jai Kumar, 
Subhankar Sarkar, Youth Congress 
President, Shri Amrinder Singh Barar 
"Raja" N.S.U.I. President Shri Rozy 
John, addressed the gathering.

Speakers on the occasion remembered 
the great contribution of Dr. Hardikar in 
the Freedom movement and in unifying 
the different voluntary organisations 
and equipping the volunteers with the 
unique Gandhian armaments of Ahimsa 
& Satyagraha. That effort by him, which 
was blessed by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, 
paved the way to the decisive victory 
against the foreign rulers and ultimately 
India attained the freedom.

All India Office Bearers and more than 
500 Seva Dal workers of Haryana & 
Delhi participated in the programme.

GUJARAT
Tributes paid to Nehruji

ahmedabad: The Gujarat Pradesh 
C ongress  C ommittee,  led by its 
President, Shri Bharat Sinh Solanki, 
paid floral tributes to the Architect 
of Modern India and the first Prime 
Minister of India, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
on his death anniversary here on 27th 
May, 2015.

Shri Bharat Solanki garlanded the photo 
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Advocate Ex. Distt. President NSUI 
Faridabad, Mayank Chaudhary Ex. Gen. 
Sec, Ravi Chandila Ex. Gen. Sec NSUI, 
along with all Distt. Presidents and state 
Office Bearer. 

Labourers honoured on  
May Day

Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 
spokesperson, Shri Khazan Singh 
celebrated May Day by honouring 
labourers. 

Those who were honoured included 
Shri Meena Singh, PushpaDhankhad, 
Yogesh Sharma, Subedar Bijendra Singh 
Thakran, Uttar Singh Sandhu, Kuldeep 
Janghu, Satish Maratha, Prof. Bhim 
Sen, Ravi Kalra, Sami Ahlawat, Meena 
Kumari, Meenu Sharma, Usha Sharma, 
Satbir,  Santosh, Lata Chaudhar y, 
Upendra Rai, Suresh Yadav, Mahesh 
Kumar, Lalit Sharma, P.P. Sharma, 
Vinod Yadav, Sudeep Rathi and Manju 
Yadav.

Shri Singh said that labourers gave 
valuable contribution in nation building.

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
rewari: Congressmen here paid tributes 
to the former Prime Minister Rajiv 

of Pt. Nehru and also spoke on his life 
history.

HARYANA
Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
57-sWharJ: faridabad: The Rajiv 
Gandhi Study circle paid tributes to 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on 
his 24th death anniversary here on 21st 
May, 2015. Congressmen garlanded the 
statue of Rajiv Gandhi at old Faridabad.

Pradesh president, Shri Vikas Verma 
said that Rajiv Gandhi was not only a 
great personality but was a person full 
of energy and farsightedness. He said 
that Rajiv Gandhi wanted to make a 
modern India that would be greatest in 
the world.

Also present were District Congress 
president, Shri B.R. Ojha, Shri Lalit 
Nagar, MLA, former MLA, Anand 
Kaushik, Gulshan Bagga, Shri Vikas 
Verma, Pradesh Minority Department 
president, Abdul Gaffar Qureshi, Satbir 
Dagar, Baljit Kaushik, Youth Congress 
president, Rinku Chandila, Ramjilal, 
Dharampal Bhadana, Vikas Chaudhary 
with others.

Haryana NSUI executive 
meeting held

far i d ab a d :  T he  N SU I  Har y ana 
Executive meeting was held in Faridabad 
on 17th May, 2015. Newly Elected State 
President Intzar Hussain Chaudhary, 
Amit Singh National Secretary and 
Haryana Incharge NSUI, Rahul Rao 
Ex. State President NSUI HR, Vikas 
Verma State President Rajiv Gandhi 
Study Circle Haryana, Rajesh Khatana 

Gandhi on his death anniversary on 
21st May, 2015.

Senior office-bearers of the party 
paid tributes to Rajivji who brought 
information technology in the country 
because of which the country is making 
progress. With computerization and 
telecom technology, he took the country 
into the 21st century and because of this 
people, rich and poor, are using mobile 
phones today. The majority of youth are 
finding employment because of this. 
Rajivji gave the youth the chance to 
make our democracy strong by giving 
then voting rights at the age of 18.

Tributes paid to  
Pandit Jawahalal

re w ar i :  T he  D is t r i c t  C ong re ss 
Committee led by former minister Capt. 
Ajay Singh Yadav paid tributes to the 
first prime minister Pandit Jawaharlal 
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Nehru on his death anniversary here 
on 27 May, 2015.

Pandit Nehru was the architect of the 
modern India and made India self 
dependent said Capt. Ajay Singh.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Debate on women power

shimla: Himachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee paid tributes to former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his 
death anniversary here at the party 
headquarter on 21st May, 2015.

The function was presided over by 
Pradesh Congress president, Thakur 
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu. On the 
occasion a debate on ‘Nari Shakti’, 
was held in which Mahila Congress 
president, Dr. Shobha Ojha was the 
chief guest.

Also present were AICC Vichar Vibhag 
president,  Dr. Girija Vyas, AICC 
secretary and joint incharge, Raja 
Rampal, chief minister, Virbhadra 
Singh, Irrigation and Public Health 
Minister, Vidya Stokes, Health Minister, 
Kaul Singh Thakur, Viplov Thakur, MP, 
former MP, Pratibha Singh, former 
MLA, Anita Verma, Maj Krishna 
Mahini, Pradesh Mahila Congress 
president, Maubhani Devi, Pradesh 
C ong ress  v ice-pres ident ,  G e et a 
Negi, general secretary Harbhajan 
Singh Bhaggi, Sushil Negi, Pradesh 
treasurer, Surendra Chauhan, chief 
spokesperson Naresh Chauhan, Sanjay 
Singh Chauhan, Executive Committee 
Member, Mahendra Chauhan Niseema 
Begum, Chandra Prabha Negi, Anita 
Thakur, Anita Verma, Raj Kumari Soni, 
Kusum Verma, Janev Chandralekha, 
Satya Parmar.

The seminar was addressed mostly by 
the Pradesh Mahila representatives. 
AICCMC president, Shobha Ojha 
said that because of Congress Party’s 

farsightedness we today have important 
laws and projects.

Pradesh Health minister Kaul Singh 
Thakur said that many projects are 
being run for women and the state 
government is concerned about the 
welfare and security of the women.

Pradesh president, Thakur Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu said that women are an 
important part of the society.

Dr. Girija Vyas spoke about the role of 
women in the society.

Chief Minister, Virbhadra Singh thanked 
the party workers for successfully 
organizing the seminar. 

Mahila Convention held
shimla: Himachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee President Thakur 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on 21st 
May, 2015 said that women are the 
integral part of the society and they 
are increasingly taking part in all the 
activities, the credit for which goes to 
successive Congress governments at 
Centre and state. He was addressing 
one day Mahila Convention at Rajiv 
Bhawan, Shimla here in  which over 
500 women delegates, 5-7 delegates 
each from Congress block participated.

Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said 
that it was due to the futuristic thinking 
of the former Prime Minister of India 
Rajiv Gandhi due to which 50 percent 
reservation was provided to women 
in Panchayati Raj Institutions. “There 
is need for increased participation of 
women in politics and Himachal has 
emerged as role model for other states 

as more than 56 percent women had 
contested and won in Panchayati Raj 
Institution elections,” he said.

AICC Intellectual Department 
Chairperson Dr. Girija Vyas raised 
the issue of gender discrimination on 
social and religious lines and called for 
strict measures to end female foeticide 
in the country.

While addressing women delegates, 
Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh 
congratulated PCC President 
Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu for 
organising Mahila Convention and 
called for increased participation of 
women in the party organisation. 
“Women in Himachal is far more aware 
as compared to their counterparts in 
other states and they should spread 
awareness about the policies and 
programs of the Congress in their 
respective areas which would lead to 
further strengthening of organisation 
in the state,” Singh said. 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Glowing tributes paid to  

Rajiv Gandhi
srinagar: On the Occasion of 24th 
Death Anniversary of Former Prime 
Minister of India Late. Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi, Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee organized a 
massive Blood Donation Camps both in 
Srinagar and Jammu on 21st May, 2015. 
Senior Party Functionaries and workers 
from all ten district of Kashmir donated 
blood and paid glowing tributes to late. 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi.  167 prominent 
leaders and workers donated blood 
in Srinagar. In Jammu, 90 leaders and 
activists donated blood on this occasion.

The Camp was inaugurated by Pradesh 
Congress Committee President and 
Former Minister G.A. Mir.

He (G.A. Mir) recalled the supreme 
sacrifice of Late Rajiv Gandhi for the 
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unity and integrity of the country. He 
was assassinated on this day at a young 
age and the country was deprived of a 
dynamic leader. He was the architect of 
the 21st century India who brought the 
revolution in the field of Information 
Technology. Today India is leader in 
computer and IT in the World due 
to the vision of Rajiv Gandhi. While 
paying floral tributes to Late. Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi on his 24th Death Anniversary 
and remembered the sacrifices made 
by the Gandhi Family for the integrity 
and sovereignty of the Country, he 
said they sacrificed everything for the 
country and its people. They worked for 
the development, peace, progress and 
prosperity of the Country and never 
compromised on their principles. Rajiv 
Gandhi was a man of commitment and 
conviction who always worked very 
sincerely for upliftment of poor and 
down trodden sections of the country 
and wanted people of country to prosper 
and develop.

BJP’s 365 days in office:  
A complete failure - Mir

srinagar: Pradesh Congress Committee 
held a one day political convention of 
Party Functionaries, Senior Leaders, 
Block Presidents,  etc of  Distr ict 
Anantnag on 26th May, 2015.

The convention was presided over 
by Former Minister & President J&K 

Pradesh Congress Committee G.A. Mir.

Speaking on the occasion Congress 
President G.A. Mir expressed concern 
over the political instability in Jammu 
and Kashmir State arising due to anti 
people policies of J&K Coalition Govt. 
He said from the day one PDP BJP 
coalition came into existence, it seems 
Jammu and Kashmir State has lost its 
identity and continuous controversial  
statements by BJP leaders regarding 
the Jammu and Kashmir State have 
disturbed the socio political scenario  

of  the State, because of PDP only.  He 
said people of Jammu and Kashmir 
have never in the history, experienced 
such a Government. Despite passing 
through the turmoil, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir have whole-heartedly 
exercised their franchise during the past  
and recent elections,  they have always 
reposed faith in Electoral Process every 
time, but the present regime of PDP-BJP 
Coalition have disappointed  them to a 
large extent, whereby people have lost 
faith in the present regime and I can say 
it with full confidence that people want 
change in Jammu and Kashmir. The day 
is not far, when PDP-BJP Coalition will 
be forced  by the people to step down, 
G.A. Mir said.

Referring to the NDA Govt’s one year 
in office, he said NDA Government led 
by Narendra Modi has made the lives of 
Farmers miserable and are putting them 
deliberately to a great loss to benefit 
the Corporate Houses, he termed 
BJP Government anti people and Pro 
Corporate. Today they are celebrating 
one year in office. It is just to portray 
these 365 days in office “of development 

and success”   BJP want to show the 
people that they have brought stars 
down on earth from the Sky for them 
(People) and Country during these 365 
days, but the fact is that Narendra Modi 
Government has lost credibility among 
the masses.

Tributes paid to  
Rajiv Gandhi.  

Blood donation camp held
Jammu: Rich tributes were paid to 
former Prime Minister Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi on his 24th Death Anniversary 
on 21st May, 2015. The main function 
was held here at JK Resorts-Marble 
Market Jammu. A Blood Donation 
Camp was also organized at the venue, 
in which Mahila workers in large 
numbers gathered at JK Resorts where 
function to pay homage & Shradanjli to 
Lt. Sh. Rajiv Gandhi Ji was organized. 
President Mahila Congress Smt. Indu 
Pawar along with other Mahila workers 
donated Blood.

Amongst others who Donated Blood 
are Ms. Reeta, Urvashi, Sushma, Geeta 
Dogra, Suman Lata, Surya Slathia & 
others.

The function was presided over by the 
Senior Vice President PCC Shri Sham 
Lal Sharma and attended by CLP leader 
Shri N. Rigzin Zora; Former MP Shri 
Madan Lal Sharma; Vice Presidents 
PCC Shri Mula Ram, Raman Bhalla, 
Smt. Kanta Bhan.

The speakers recalled the supreme 
sacrifice of Late Rajiv Gandhi for the 
unity and integrity of the country. 
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KARNATAKA
Rajiv Jyoti Yatra

Bengaluru: Rajiv Jyoti Yatra which 
is being taken out for the last 24 
years starting from Bangalore reached 
Sriperambadur on 21st May, 2015 to pay 
homage to the departed leader. Rajiv Jyoti 
Yatra, which started from Bangalore, 
passed through Ramanagaram, Mandya, 
Mysore and Chamarajanagar districts.

Rajiv Jyoti Yatra was flagged of by Dr. 
G. Parameshwara, President, KPCC 
at KPCC Office, Queen’s Road on 
15th May, 2015 at 10.15 a.m. and also 
present in this programmes were Shri 
Siddaramaiah, Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Shri M.V. Rajashekharan, MLC, Shri 
M. Krishnappa, MLA, Shri K.J. George, 
Minister, Shri H.C. Mahadevappa, 
Minister,  Shri  Ramalinga Reddy, 
Minister and Vice President, KPCC, 
Shri Krishne Byregowda, Minister and 
Shri Rizwan Arshad, KPYCC President 
and KPCC Office Bearers and other 
senior leaders and workers were present.

Rajiv Jyoti Yatra is organized by the 
Labour Department of Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Committee under 
the leadership of its Chairman Shri S.S. 
Prakasam to spread the message and life 
of Rajiv Gandhiji.

On 21st May, 2015, Shri E.V.K.S. 
Elangovan,  Hon’ble President of 
Tamilnadu Congress Committee, Dr. 
G. Parameshwara, Shri P. Sudhakar 
Reddy, MLC and Local MLAs, Shri 

D.K. Shivakumar, Minister and Shri 
Priya Krishna, MLA, received the Rajiv 
Jyoti Yatra at Sriperambadur and placed 
before the Samadhi of Rajiv Gandhi 
after a candle light parade.

MADHYA PRADESH
Rise in petrol/diesel prices 

condemned
Bhopal:  Pradesh Congress Chief 
Spokesperson K.K. Mishra termed 
the election day of Modi government 
on 16th May, 2015 as the ‘Black Day’ 
for increasing the prices of petrol and 
diesel by Rs. 3.13 and 2.71 per litre 
respectively. He asked the State BJP 
government and Modi followers that 
after coming to power where was the 
Modiji’s promise of ‘acche din’. Now 
with the rising prices, what would be 
their slogan.

In a statement issued on 16th May, 
2015 Shri Mishra said that in the past 
12 months the Modi government has 
proven unsuccessful on all fronts. His 
failure to control price rise is beyond 
ones’ understanding. Maybe, the Modi 
government feels that the hunger of the 
people will be satisfied by the speeches 
of the Prime Minister and his foreign 
visits.

Acid attack on  
women condemned

Bhopal: Former leader of the opposition, 
Shri Ajay Singh has condemned the acid 
attack on a girl in the open in the state 
capital as a black spot on the Shivraj 
Singh administration that they had 
promised protection to women in their 
manifesto but nobody, be hit man or 
women, are safe in the rule of Shivraj 
Singh.

In a statement issued on 22 May, 2015, 
Shri Ajay Singh said that the culprits 
are boldly acting under the rule of 
Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan who used 

Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru
Jammu: Congress paid rich tributes 
to first Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru on his 51st death anniversary on 
27th May, 2015.

In a function held at PCC headquarter 
here the Senior Congress leaders paid 
rich tributes to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru the 
first Prime Minister of the county and 
recalled his great contribution in the 
freedom struggle of the county to shape 
up the future policies of the modern 
India on all fronts.

The function was presided over by 
Senior Vice President of the PCC 
Shri Sham Lal Sharma and attended 
by senior leaders. Prominent among 
them were S/Shri Vice President PCC 
Raman Bhalla; General Secretaries PCC 
Dr. Manohar Lal Sharma and Vikram 
Malhotra; President DCC Jammu (U) 
Anil Chopra; Secretary PCC Neeraj 
Gupta; Salman Nizami, Sanjeev Sharma 
and functionaries DCC, leader of 
Frontal Organizations, Block Presidents 
paid floral tributes to Pt. Nahru and 
described him as a great visionary 

leader who laid sound policies for the 
future of great nation. The policies 
which were framed by Pt. Nehru’s 
stewardship are the guiding principles 
for this country on all important 
fields. They said Nehru laid the sound 
foundation of independent India as 
a first Prime Minister. He was one of 
the tallest leaders of the World under 
whose stewardship India progressed on 
all fronts and play a very important role 
in the affairs of the World.
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to promise safety of women has been 
exposed. He said the situation in the 
state can be gauged by this incident in 
the state capital.

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
Gwalior: City Congress Committee 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister 
Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi on his 
24th death anniversary here on 21st 
May, 2015. The function was presided 
over by City Congress President, Dr. 
Darshan Singh Advocate while General 
Secretary Latif Khan Mallu conducted 
the function.

Floral tributes were paid by garlanding 
the photograph of Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
by Dr. Darshan Singh and thereafter 
the Congressmen offered floral tributes.

Also present were MPCC General 
Secretary, Shri Ramesh Aggarwal, 
former president, Shri Ashok Sharma, 
Shri  Prakash Khendelwal ,  Chief 
Spokesperson, Shri Balkhande and Shri 
Amar Singh Mahar.

Demonstration held
Gwalior: City Congress Committee, led 
by its president, Dr. Darshan Singh took 
out a protest ox-cart demonstration 
from Capt. Roop Singh Stadium and 
concluded at the Collector’s office on 
22nd May, 2015.

The protest was against the Prime 
Minister who assured of ‘acche din’ but 
brought instead inflation and price rise, 
with the increase in electricity charges 
and Vat by State Chief Minister Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan and increase of 

House Tax by the City Mayor.

D r.  D arshan  S i ng h ,  a d d re ss i ng 
the demonstrators in front of the 
Collectors’ office handed over separate 
memorandum for the President of India 
and the State Governor respectively 
to the Collector Shri Sanjya Goel and 
narrated the feelings of the people who 
were fed-up by the rising prices. He 
said that the BJP Prime Minister who 
assured of good days has brought only 
rising prices. He toured 17 countries and 
spent around Rs. 1700 crores travelling 
in costly cars. He has instead brought 
good days for himself rather there for 
the common man. After becoming 
Prime Minister Modiji has increased 
the rate of rail freight and initiated 
price rise, imposes service tax, tax on 
manufacture, petrol, diesel, cooking gas. 
In these 12 months has made life of the 
people miserable.

Effigy burnt
Gwalior: The City Congress Committee 
burnt the effigy of City Corporation 
minister Kailash Vijayvargya and the 
City Mayor here on 25th May, 2015.

City Congress president, Dr. Darshan 
Singh said that the then Union Minister 
Shri Jyotiraditya Siendia had got Rs 110 
crore sanctioned from the centre which 
was paid to the state BJP government 

for the drinking water project in the 
city. The project was supposed to be 
completed in the year 2006 but till date 
it is still incomplete. 

The protest programme was conducted 
by Shri Dharmendra Sharma. 

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
indore: Tributes was paid to former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his 
24th martyrdom day here on 21 May, 
2015.

A sadbhavna meeting was organized by 
the Indore City Congress Committee 
and many Congressmen took part 
in the meeting. City president, Shri 
Pramod Tandon offered floral tributes 
at the Rajiv stambh alongwith Bhanwar 
Sharma, Vijay Kumar Mehra, Mehmood 
Qureshi and Johar Manpurwala and 
thereafter Sadbhavna award was given 
to former Chief organizer of Sewa Dal, 
Shri Onkar Yadav.

Shri Tandon and Shri Mehra said that 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi was the source of 
inspiration for the youth and he started 
many welfare schemes for the youth 
and started the Panchayti Raj System 
and Congressmen should follow his 
footsteps.

Rise in petrol, diesel price 
opposed

Jabalpur: The City Congress Committee 
on 13 May, 2015 opposed the rise in 
price of petrol and diesel in a novel way.

The Congressmen took out a rally of 
bullock-cart and donkeys and gave a 
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message to the BJP that by the rise in 
price of petrol and diesel, the old times 
of bullock-cart and donkeys have came 
back.

The rally passed through the main 
roads of Andherdev, Tularam Chowk, 
Badi Omti and reached Ghanta Ghar 
where a memorandum addressed to the 
governor was given to the SDM.

City Congress president, Shri Dinesh 
Yadav said that the Modi government 
has increased almost Rs 4 on petrol and 
Rs 2.50 on diesel and with 31% Vat on 
petrol and 27% Vat on diesel, the price 
of petrol in the state has increased by 
almost Rs 5.84 and diesel by Rs 3. With 
the increase in prices of petrol and 
diesel, the prices of other commodities 
will also rise which will also increase the 
burden of the people and the farmers.

MAHARASHTRA 
Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
nagpur: The City Youth Congress paid 
tributes to former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi on his 24th death anniversary 
here on 21st May, 2015.

Shri Dhiraj Pandey, Assad Khan, Satish 
Pali,  Maharashtra Pradesh Youth 
Congress general secretary, Shri Kunal 
Raut, Ajit Singh, Tanvir Ahmad Vidrohi, 

Shikant Dholke, city district NSUI 
president, Aamir Noori, City Youth 
Congress vice president, Madhuritai 
Sonetakke, general secretary, Nilesh 
Khabergade, Shahid Khan, Fahim 
Ansari, Mujaid Khan, Mukesh Gajbhiy, 
Aashish Varjurakar, Pradit  Jabhure 
Gajabhiy, Shrikant Nayar, Sonu Raut, 
Al im Bafat i ,  Sagar  Uike,  Pankaj 
Sabarkar, Imran Khan, Dinesh Yadav, 
Baba Ahmad, Abhilash Sirsat, Nitin 
Dhosadkar, Chetan Tarare, Prateek 
Shode others.

Cycle rally protest
nagpur: The Youth Congress took out 
a cycle rally here on 26th May, 2015 
against the rising prices.

Those prominently present in the rally 
were former Maharashtra minister, Dr. 
Nitin Raut and former minister, Dr. 
Anees Ahmad, AICC Youth Congress 
secretary, Ritraviji Joshi, Maharashtra 
Pradesh Youth Congress general 
secretary, Kunal Raut, Ajit Singh, Tanvir 
Ahmad Vidrohi, Dhiraj Pandey, Assad 
Khan, Nilesh Khobergade, Aline Bafati, 
Imran Khan, Dinesh Yadav with other 
office bearers and workers.

ODISHA
86 Students get Rajiv Gandhi 

Prativa Puraskar 
Bhubaneswar :  The Odisha Rajiv 
Gandhi Students’ Forum in association 
with the Rajiv Gandhi Study Circle 
observed the 24th Death Anniversary 

of former Prime Minister of India at 
Jayadev Bhawan, Bhubaneswar on 21st 
May 2015. A total of 86 meritorious 
students excelled in social service, 
science, arts, sports, painting, Odissi 
Dance, literature, folk dance, NCC, 
Scout & Guides, NSS Volunteers, Youth 
& Junior Redcross volunteers and 
acting from the state were felicitated 
with the Rajiv Gandhi Prativa Puraskar 
‐2015 on the occasion. Attending as 
Chief Guest of the function, Pradesh 
Congress Committee President Prasad 
Harichandan said Rajiv Gandhi’s 
contribution in education, health, 
science and Panchayati Raj System of 
the country is incomparable.

Students’ Forum president Satyabrata 
Nayak, who had presided over the event, 
said Rajiv Gandhi’s dream of making 
India a powerful country is eventually 
gaining success.

PUNJAB
Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
Chandigarh: To commemorate the 
24th Martyrdom Day of former Prime 
Minister of India Bharat Ratna Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi, a prayer meeting was 
observed at Punjab Congress Bhawan, 
Chandigarh on 21st May, 2015.  Floral 
tributes were offered at the portrait of 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi by senior Congress 
leaders.

Congress leaders said that late Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi was a visionary of 21st Century 
India who dreamt to steer the country 
into the new Century as a leader of the 
world in Computer and Information 
Technology. The rapid strides in these 
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fields by our scientists are examples of 
his great vision. 

Those who attended the prayer meeting 
were Shri Tarlochan Singh Soondh MLA 
& Vice President PPCC, Shri Fateh Jung 
Singh Bajwa General Secretary PPCC, 
Shri Ram Pal Dhaipi General Secretary 
PPCC, Shri Inderjit Singh Zira Ex-
Minister & Chairman Kisan & Khet 
Majdoor Cell, PPCC, Shri Rajpal Singh 
Executive Member PPCC, Shri Paramjit 
Singh Randhawa Secretary, PPCC, Shri 
Gurpartap Singh Mann Secretary PPCC, 
Shri Gurwinder Singh Bali Secretary 
PPCC, Dr. Ravinder Dewan Secretary, 
PPCC, Shri Amit Bawa Secretary PPCC, 
Shri Anoop Singh Bhullar, Shri Jang 
Bahadur Singh General Secretary SC 
Department PPCC, Shri Lakha Ram 
Davesar Chairman Bazigar Cell PPCC 
and a large number of Congress workers 
from adjoining Mohali and Zirakpur.

Suicide by family near Sunam 
blows the myth on  
Modi’s Land Act

Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President Shri Partap Singh Bajwa on 
26th May, 2015 described the suicide by 
a poor family resulting in the death of 
husband and wife   on the issue of land 
acquisition is a blot on the face of the 
Parkash Singh Badal government.

“Nothing can be more shocking than a 
labourer Satgur Singh and his wife and 
young daughter committing suicide 
following the eviction order issued 
to the family by the land acquisition 

officer as the land on which their small 
house stood at Mehal Kalan near Sunam 
was being acquired for the widening 
of the road. The irony is that you have 
been touting Punjab’s land acquisition 
legislation as a model one and the Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been 
defending the dilution of 2013 land 
acquisition legislation as being in the 
interest of the farmers. Both of you need 
to explain to the people as to how come 
then that the poor family was forced to 
commit suicide”, he asked Shri Badal.

Shri Bajwa said this unfortunate 
incident had shattered the myth being 
propagated by the Modi government 
that the amended land acquisition 
legislation was in the interest of land 
owners and it was the Akali Dal that 
had extended unqualified support to 
this amendment bill in the Lok Sabha.

He also took Shri Badal to task for 
showering praise on Shri Modi and 
asked the Chief Minister to give the 
example of even one good thing that 
had been done by the government at the 
centre to Punjab except inducting his 
daughter-in-law Smt. Harsimrat Kaur 
Badal as the Food Processing Minister.

He called upon Shri Badal to apologise 
for the suicide committed by the couple 
and extend all possible assistance to the 
daughter who had survived.

Mini-Secretariat blocked
l u d h i a n a :  I n  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t 
mobilization of Congress party workers 
ever witnessed in Ludhiana, Member 
of Parliament S. Ravneet Singh Bittu 
along with all local Congress MLA’s 
Shri Rakesh Pandey, Shri Surinder 
Dawar and Shri Bharat Bhushan Ashu, 
Shri Gurpreet Gogi, President, DCC 
(Urban), Smt. Leena Taparia, President, 
Mahila Congress (Urban) along with 
office-bearers of District Congress 
Committee (Urban) and thousands of 

Congress Party workers on 25th May, 
2015 entered the Mini-Secretariat 
Complex to lock the premises.

Though scores of congressmen were 
injured, when police resorted to heavy 
lathi-charge to disperse them, the 

protesters broke the three barricades 
erected by them and reached the main 
administrative building of the complex.

Congressmen started thronging the 
protest  site from early morning. 
They were demanding the immediate 
revocation of hike in the prices of petrol, 
diesel and electricity and clashed with 
the police when they were prevented 
from entering the building.

While speaking to the mammoth 
gathering S. Ravneet Singh Bittu accused 
the administration of implementing the 
anti-people policies of Akali-BJP led 
State Government. On the one hand 
the people are facing a lot of problems 
while getting their work done on the 
other hand the administration which is 
busy helping the Badal family by giving 
them bus permits and allotting them 
sand mines etc., he said.

Among those who took on the might of 
the administration were S. Iqbal Singh 
Grewal, President, NSUI, Punjab, S. 
Malkiat Singh Dakha, President, DCC 
(Rural), S. Jagpal Singh Khangura, 
S. Major Singh Bhaini, Shri Ashok 
Prashar Pappi,  S.  Kulwant Singh 
Sidhu, Shri Sanjay Sharma, President, 
Sewa Dal, Ludhiana (Rural), all block 
presidents and the councillors of the 
city participated in the dharna.
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RAJASTHAN
Rise in petrol, diesel price 

opposed
Jaipur: The City Congress Committee 
staged a protest demonstration at the 
Laxmi Mandir crossing here on 16th 
May, 2015 against the rise in the price 
of petrol and diesel.

Shri  Rahul Tanwar said that the 
Pradesh organizer of the Rajiv Gandhi 
Panchayati  Raj organization Shri 
Jaywant Gurjar, Malviya Nagar, Vidhan 
Sabha Youth Congress vice-president 
Suresh Kumawat, Youth dalit leader, 
R.S. Dev, Lalit Java, Sanjay Ghadiwal, 
Aashish Sharma and many people took 
part in the protest.

The price rise has affected the price 
of daily use items. It has happened 
first time in 60 years that petrol and 
diesel price have risen twice in 15 days. 
Shri Tanwar said that the price rise 
has affected the life of people and the 
government of the state is busy shouting 
slogans.

Unsuccessful year of  
Modi government

Pali:  The Pali  Distr ict  Congress 
Committee termed the one year 
completion of the Modi government 
as a failure.

The District Congress Committee 
president, Shri Aziz Dard led a Congress 
rally on 26th May, 2015 to the Collector’s 
office and handed over a memorandum 

to the District Collector in which 
the unsuccessful issues of the Modi 
government were given.

District Congress secretary, Ameen Ali 
Rangrez, Dilip Chaudhary, Khushvir 
Singh, former MLA, Bhimraj Bhiti, 
Munnidevi Godara, former speaker 
Kewal Chandra Gulacha, Pradeep 
Hingad, Congress vice president and 
district Sewa Dal chief Pratayshi, 
Ratan Janva, Durga Singh Rathod, 
Harishankar Mewada, Mahavir Singh 
Sankerlai, Ramzan Khod Bharatsinh 
Sardarpura along with others were also 
present. Sewa Dal workers were also 
present. 

Farmers’ problem being 
overlooked by centre 

Pali: Pali District Congress Committee 
secretary, Shri Ameen Ali criticized 
the Modi government for not showing 
seriousness towards the problem of the 
farmers.

He said that the suicides by farmers was 
not stopping and now the rise in petrol, 
and diesel prices. He said that Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi had 
rightly said that the Modi government is 
seated at the centre on the basis of false 
promises and false slogans. 80 percent 
of the people, farmers, labourers, Dalit 
and minorities however were fed-up 
with this government.

UTTAR PRADESH
Protest over Land Ordinance 

at District HQ
luck now :  On the  ca l l  g iven by 

P r a d e s h  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e 
President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri and 
AICC General Secretary Incharge Shri 
Madhusudan Mistri, the Congress held 
demonstration in all districts and 828 
Block headquarters on 12th May, 2015 
against the land acquisition ordinance.

Pradesh District Congress Committees 
and the City Congress held protest by 
burning the copies of the land ordinance 
and burning the effigy of Prime Minister 
Modi. They also demanded proper 
compensation to the family of those 
farmers who committed suicides due to 
destruction of their crops by unseasonal 
rains and hail-storms and the immediate 
release of arrears to the cane growers.

Dr. Nirmal Khatri participated in 
programmes held at  Kannauj  at 
Talgram Block and Farukhabad Block 

of Kamalganj. Dr. Khatri gave economic 
help of Rs. 25 thousand to the family 
of Subhash Chandra Mishra who 
committed suicide in Jaspura Pursariya 
of Block Jalalabad in Kannauj district.

AICC Secretary, Shri Naseeb Singh 
participated in two Blocks of Mathura 
of Hathras and Aligarh and at Mathura, 
leader of the opposition, Shri Pradeep 
Mathur and Shri Bansi Pahadia, MLA, 
participated with Naseeb Singh in the 
protest. AICC Secretary, Shri Rana 
Goswamy was present at the Jalalpur 
and Varanasi Block of Rajatalab. Also 
present with him was Pradesh Vice-
President, Shri Digvijay Singh, AICC 
Secretary, Shri Prakash Joshi was 
present at the protest at Sikandrabad 
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Block. AICC Secretary, Shri Zuber 
Khan and former Union Minister, Shri 
Pradeep Jain took part in Jhansi, former 
Union Minister, Shri Sreeprakash 
Jaiswal was at Kanpur, former MP, Smt. 
Annu Tandon in Unnao City, Congress 
leader Shri Naseeb Pathan and former 
Minister,  Shr i  Sat ish  Sharma at 
Muradabad City, former Minister, 
Shri Deepak Kumar at Bijnore, former 
MLA, Shri  Ramjiwa at  Bhairaich 
Town, Shri Pankaj Malik, MLA, at 
Khuriya and Arrea of Bulandshahar 
district, Former MP, Surendra Goel 
at Muradnagar of Hapur, MLA Shri 
Dilanvaj at Unchchagaon, former MLA 
Shri Vinod Chaudhary and Pradesh 
Vice-President Shri Ganesh Shanker 
Pandey at Chinhat and Bakshi ka Talab 
of Lucknow, Smt. Aaradhana Mishra, 
MLA, at Rampur Khas of Pratapgarh, 
former MLA, Shri Ishwar Chandra 
Shukla at  Gorakhpur,  Chargaon, 
former MLA, Shri  Shyam Kishre 
Shukla at Lakhimpur Town, former 
MLC, Shri Mani Shanker Pandey at 
Varanasi, former MP, Shri Jitender 
Singh at Maharajganj, Shri Dinesh 
Pratap Singh, MLC, at Raebareli Town, 
former Minister, Shri Shivganesh Lodhi 
at Siro Block of Raebareli, former 
MLA Shri Rajaram at Bachnava, Shri 
Gyanendra Pratap Singh at Faizabad 
Pura Bazar, former AICC Secretary, 
Shri abdul Mannan at Deowai Block 
of  Fathepur,  MLA, Shri  Gayadin 
Anuragi at Rath Block, Hamirpur, Shri 
Radheyshyam, MLA, at Jagdishpur of 
Amethi district.

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
lucknow: Tributes was paid to former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on 
his death anniversary here on 21 
May, 2015. On the occasion UPCC 
president Dr Nirmal Khatri said that 
by implementing the Panchayati Raj 
system, Shri Rajiv Gandhi had fulfilled 
the dreams of Mahatma Gandhi. To 

strengthen the democracy he gave 
the voting right to the youth from 
the age of 18 years and gave them the 
chance to participate in the democratic 
system. With information technology 
he brought India at par with leading 
countries. On this day we remember 
him and pay our tributes.

On this occasion various programmes 
were organized. UPCC president, Dr 
Nirmal Khatri, former MP, garlanded 
the statue of Rajiv Gandhi earlier in the 
morning on Kalidas Marg at the Rajiv 
Chowk-Mall Avenue crossing. All the 
senior leaders and Congress workers 
were present.

All religion prayer meeting was held at 
the Congress Headquarters in which 
chapters from Gita, Quaran, Bible and 
Guru Granth Sahib were read. The 
programme started by garlanding the 
photograph of Rajivji.

Former Pradesh president and MLA, 
Prof Rita Bahaguna Joshi said that Rajiv 
Gandhi was a visionary and gave his 
life for the unity and integrity of the 
country. Rajivji is known as the great 
architect of the 21st century and asked 
the youth to follow the path shown by 
him.

Others who spoke on the life of Rajivji 
were former minister, Shri Ramkrishna 
Dwivedi, Shri Satyadev Tripathi, former 
MLA, Shri Harish Bajpeyee and former 
MLC Shri Siraj Mehndi.

Others present were former MLA, Shri 
Satish Ajneani and Shri Shyamkishore 

Shukla, Shri Omkarnath Singh, Shri 
Pramod Singh, Shir Hanuman Tripathi, 
Shri Subodh Srivastav, Shri Abid 
Hussain, Ch. Satyavin Singh, Shri 
Sanjeev Singh, Shri Maruff Khan, Shri 
Girish Mishra, Smt. Prema Awasthi, 
Shri Ramesh Srivastav, Dr Jiyaram 
Varma with many others.

Protest against Land 
Ordinance to continue

lucknow: AICC general secretary 
and incharge of UP, Shri Madhusudan 
Mistri said that the protest of the 
Congress against the Land Acquisition 
ordinance shall continue.

In this regard a meeting of all district 
city and Block presidents was held 
from 26th to 28th May, 2015 by the UP 
Congress Committee. Shri Mistri said 
that the Congress is strongly opposing 
this ordinance in which changes have 
been made that are against the interest 
of the farmers. The preparations have 
been done till the Block level and 
now we have to take this down to the 
Panchayat level. For this all the workers 
from Panchayats coming under the 
Blocks have to be called. We have to 
strengthen them during this meeting 
and we have to take the Congress flag 
to each and every house in the village. 
This campaign shall start with the 
Panchayat elections which we have to 
contest and win.

Address ing  t he  meet ing ,  UPC C 
president, Dr Nirmal Khatri f irst 
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thanked the party workers for their 
success in the Congress programmes 
during the past four months. He said 
that there was valuable contribution of 
the lakhs of Congress workers in the 
success of these programmes. He said 
those who associated with the party 
programmes were the future leaders 
of the party. He said that 15th June is 
the last day for the membership drive 
and you all have the responsibility to 
join maximum number of people with 
the Congress.

Dr Khatri gave the details about the 
future course of action and said the 
protest against the anti farmer’s policy 
of the Modi government shall continue 
till 13th June at the district, Block and 
Panchayat and village level. Thereafter, 
to hold meetings at all Panchayat level 
till 30th June, 2015 and try to bring 
them together and make them strong. 
After that village level agitation would 
start from 22nd July, 2015, the details 
of which will be given soon. In this 
meeting 44 district presidents were 
present from district, city and Block.

Prominent ly  present  were AICC 
secretary, Shri Zuber Khan and Shri 
Prakash Joshi, leader of the Vidan 
Parishad, Shri Naseeb Pathan, former 
Minister, Shri Satyadev Tripathi, former 
MLA, Shri Harish Bajpayee, MLS, Shri 
Gayadin Anuragi and Smt. Aaradhana 
Mishra with others. 

Padyatra against  
Land Acquisition 

a l l a h a b a d :  T h e  C i t y  C ong re s s 
Committee workers took out a padyatra 
against the anti-people policies of the 
NDA government and the move to 
amend the UPA’s land acquisition law.

The partymen of city west led by UPCC 
executive member and spokesman 
Shri Kishore Varshney and Senior 
Corporator Taslimuddin assembled 
at katzu road at 12 noon and held the 
protest march to raise public awareness 
to defeat the Modi government’s 
design to promote divisions and social 
disharmony.

T h e  P a d y a t r a  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h 
Nakashkona, Khuldabad, Himmatganj 
and concluded at Karbala crossing 
where the partymen in the meeting 
pledged to fight against the NDA 
government’s anti people policies.

Shri Varshney said the land reforms 
bill is condemnable and not acceptable. 
Government failed on black money, 
pr i c e  h i ke ,  t e ns i on  on  b ord e rs 
and atrocities on women etc. Shri 
Taslimudding demanded compensation 
to the farmers where crops got destroyed 
by rains and hail-storms.

The meeting was conducted by media 
incharge Parvez Ahmed Siddiqui.

Among those who attended the padyatra 
and meeting were UPCC minority 
department convener Fuzail Hashmi, 
Jai Shanker Mishra, Md. Shahab, Dr. 
V.K. Dixit, Rajendra Agarwal, Md. 
Aslam, Anil Kushwaha, Ramender 
Ravi, Abhinn Varshney, Rajesh Pandey, 
Anil Srivastava, Gulam Rabbani, Ajay 
Srivastava, Rajat Arora, Virendra 
Sonker, Syed Shakkel Parvez, Mohd. 
Haseen, P.C. Pandey, Irfanul Haq, 
Ejajul Haq, Rakesh Srivastava, Satish 
Kesharwani and many others.

Tributes paid to Rajiv 
Gandhi

etah: Tributes were paid to former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his 
24th death anniversary here on 21st 
May, 2015.

Shri Shishu Pal Singh Yadav and Former 
MLA and engineer Surendra Kashyap 
first of all garlanded the statue of 
Rajiv Gandhi. Thereafter other Senior 
Congressmen offered floral tributes. A 
Shri Sishupal Singh Yadav addressed 
the gathering. He said that Rajiv Gandhi 
became Prime Minister at that time 
when Smt. Indira Gandhi was killed. 
Rajivji wanted to make the country self-
dependent and worked on that line. He 
had planned to crush extremism.

Shri Surendra Kashyap said that Rajiv 
Gandhi took many steps to join the 
youth with the mainstream of the 
country created job opportunities. 
Gave special economic package to 
extremist effected states. He felt that 
the development of the country will 
take place only when villages would 
develop. He made programmes for the 
villages and introduced new education 
policy. Under this thousands of Jawahar 
Navodya Schools were opened. Central 
Schools were increased. Technical 
schools were opened. Provision was 
a made to give low interest loans to 
farmers. Advance technology was used 
in agriculture. Loans were given to 
new government societies in villages. 
Houses were given to poor through 
the Indira Aawas Yojana. He gave the 
gift of computer. He ended the role of 
middlemen. Such a great man is not 
amongst us. His sacrifice should not 
be forgotten.

The debate was addressed by Pradeep 
Paliwal, Shri Brahm Shanker Sharma, 
Shri Rakesh Yadav, Mohmmed Ahmad, 
Shri Furasat Ali Lodi, Smt. Pushpa, Smt. 
Poornima Singh Rajput, Smt. Ajjo Devi, 
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WEST BENGAL
Meeting of INTUC held

kolkata: Meeting of INTUC and 
Congress was held on 31st May, 2015 
wherein Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, 
MP, and President-WBPCC and Shri 
Ramen Pandey, President-INTUC, 
West Bengal jointly addressed the 
meeting.

In the meeting it was resolved to make 
the visit of Shri Rahul Gandhi, MP and 
Vice-President AICC a huge success.

Also, it was decided to start movement 
against the whimsical acts of the Central 
Government and also to address the 
problems of the workers of Bengal to 
the State government.

The Jute Packaging Act, should be 
enforced in order to restore the Jute 
industry throughout the country, and 
the state government be pressurized 
to place orders for Jute products for 
packaging. More than 150 leaders of 
INTUC from across the state were 
present in the said meeting. v

Shri Rajnikant Sharma, Shri Rakesh 
Aggarwal, Shri Omprakash Kashyap.

Effigy of Modi burnt
lu c k n o w :  Ne w l y - e l e c t e d  Vi c e -
President, and former member of the 
Railway Consultation Committee, 
Shri Mehndi Hassan (Babloo) led the 
District Congress Committee and 
Congressmen against the Central 
government for increasing the price 
of diesel and petrol here on 16th May, 
2015 and burnt the effigy of the Prime 
Minister.

Congressmen termed this increase as 
anti-people, against the common man, 
labourers and they farmers and showed 
their rage in this way.

The Congress workers demanded that 
the Central government should roll 
back the increase in prices of diesel 
and petrol.

Prominently present were Subodh 
Srivastav, Anshi Roza, Sanna Mirza, 
Aaman Hussain, Safdar Hussain, Rohit 
Kumar, Kamlesh, Shamshad, Afroze 
Zaidi, Dhaniram, Sikanker Mirza, 
Manzoor Ali,  Amit Kumar, Ayub 
Siddiqui, Ali Agha, Sarita Sahoo, 
Shailendra Tripathi, Dr. Javed Masih, 
Parvez Masih, Javed Khan with others.

Tributes paid to  
Rajiv Gandhi

Unnao: Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi 
on his death anniversary by the District 

Congress Committee Off ice here 
on 21st May, 2015 in which all the 
officer-bearers of the District, City and 
all frontal organizations and senior 
Congress leaders were present. They 
all paid floral tributes to the photo of 
Rajiv Gandhi.

The function was addressed by District 
President, Shri Hassan Vasif, City 
Congress President, Shri Amit Shukla 
and Dr. Anwar Khursheed, Raj Kumar 
Lodhi, Jai Singh Rawat, Krishad Yadav, 
Ajay Srivastav, Dinesh Shukla and 
Puttilal Verma.

Also present on the occasion were 
Anoop Mehrotra,  Sanjay Nigam, 
yatendra Singh Munna, Dr. Satish 
Chandra Bharatiya,  Rajiv Rattan 
Rajvanshi, Ganesh Chandra, Shyam Lal 
Gama, Bodhraj Singh, Rakesh Dwivedi, 
Vijay Shanker Tripathi, Kripa Shanker 
Bajpayee, Md. Saleem, Ramkishore 
Pal, Munnilal Dubey, Pradeep Awasthi, 
Manoj Kumar Tripathi, Shyam Singh, 
Ashutosh Sharma, Ashok Singh, Prema, 
Subhash Singh and Kallu Singh with 
others.
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Interview with a dedicated Congressperson

because a planned misrepresentation 
of history, and untruths or half truths 
are being propagated. Youth grow up 
learning and believing these.

Youth camps and sports activities 
through Panchayats may be run 

by Congress organizations. Youth 
should be involved in development 
programmes through pro-congress 
NGOs. They should also help the 
youth in vocational training.

Q. What are your other interests?

A. I am keenly interested in enhancing 
literacy, so that one day India is 
100% literate. Right now, through the 
Parikkar foundation, we are enhancing 
digital literacy through Kerala and all 
my time is devoted to this.

As a youth, I played football and 
basketball.
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CaG inDiCts PUrti GroUP of  
nitin GaDkari

spokesperson: Shri Anand Sharma: He said that on Friday the 
Congress party and some other leaders in the opposition had 
raised the issue with regard to the CAG report, which has indicted 
Purti Group of Companies whose head was Shri Nitin Gadkari, 
currently  a Cabinet Minister. The CAG report has reference to 
irregularities, misrepresentation and the misuse of benefit of 
subsidies by the said group of companies. Therefore, demand was 
made that as per the precedents well established, there has to be 
detailed enquiry and when there is an enquiry, the concerned 
Minster should not occupy the post of the Cabinet Minister.

Shri Sharma said there other issues on which we have already 
made our stand clear i.e. amendments in the Land Acquisition Bill 
brought in the shape of Land Acquisition Ordinance. Since there 
was a national consensus in the 2013 Bill and we feel that there was 
no need for any amendment. The present day Government has not 
done justice by bringing Ordinances. There has to be a scrutiny in 
the Parliament. There have been many mis-representation from 
the side of the Government as under: That the Bill of 2013 would 
have hindrance in establishing Defence Establishments and Nuclear 
Establishments. This is altogether incorrect. The 2013 Bill contains 
provision for establishing the same; secondly they have talked of 
the corridors - Delhi-Mumbai corridor, Amritsar-Kolkatta corridor, 
Chennai-Bengaluru Industrial corridor or Bengaluru-Mumbai 
Economic corridor. All these four corridors find a mention in 
our Bill of 2013; There also is a mention of irrigation policies. 
National Investment Manufacturing Zones are mentioned under 
the National Manufacturing Policy in the 2013 Bill; So, Nuclear and 
Defence Establishments, Industrial corridor, National Investment 
Manufacturing zones notified under the NMP i.e. 16 were notified, 
four were launched in Ujjain, Maharasthra, Dhulera in Gujarat 
are already there. Hence,   it is a false claim on the part of the 
Government that 2013 Act does not allow all these activities; Lastly, 
when it comes to Nuclear or Defence or any emergency or urgency, 
then clause 40 of the 2013 Act provides for that.

On the question of Land Acquisition Ordinance or the Bill, our 
position remains consistent and firm. We are opposed to any 
amendments. We remain opposed, we shall continue to remain 
opposed and our Members in the Committees will make their 
viewpoints very clear. Monday, 11th May, 2015.

PolitiCs of revenGe, venDetta 
spokesperson: Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala: He said that 
“Politics of revenge and vendetta has marked the one year of 
Modi Government. Government’s vindictive action in unilaterally 
cancelling the ‘Mega Food Park, Amethi’ i.e. Constituency of 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi, is an important 
instance of ill will and mal-intent of Government in settling petty 
political scores with people and farmers of 10 districts of Uttar 

Pradesh, particularly of Amethi Parliamentary Constituency.

Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi’s effective intervention, 
both inside and outside Parliament, has led to construction of a 
unified unshakable opinion against passing of Right to Fair 
Compensation Ordinance, 2015, so much so that Modi Government 
has been constrained to refer the 2015 Ordinance to a Joint 
Committee of both Houses of Parliament in view of overwhelming 
opposition from all political parties including from inside BJP.  Shri 
Rahul Gandhi’s steadfast opposition to Modi Government’s 
dilution of Real Estate Bill to help select crony builders lobby 
also led to reference of the Bill to the Select Committee of Rajya 
Sabha. Modi Government’s attempt to bulldoze through the GST 
Bill without appropriate discussion and consideration of opinion 
of all stakeholders has also led to reference of this legislation to 
a committee. BJP Government is now seeking to similarly dilute 
the Whistle Blowers Bill and is facing strident opposition from 
Congress Party. Tuesday, 12th May, 2015.

ProMise on BlaCk Money
spokesperson: Ms. Sushmita Dev: She said that a number of figures 
were advanced during the run up to Lok Sabha elections, with the 
now Prime Minister promising to bring back Black Money stashed 
abroad and deposit Rs 15 lakh in every Indian’s Bank account.

His senior colleagues who are in Government had put a deadline 
of 100 days for the same. However, the Black Money Bill being so 
hurriedly passed by this Government, has no provisions whatsoever 
to ensure bringing back the black money, supposedly stashed 
abroad, leave apart assuring deposits of Rs 15 lakh in our accounts. 

The bill has no mechanism to actually retrieve information on the 
defaulters, which requires agreements with foreign governments. 
There are several governments with which we had concluded 
agreements during the UPA regime.  Are there any new agreements 
that this government has come up with? Are there any other foreign 
governments that have come on board to give us information? How 
many governments are willing to cooperate with us in this effort? 
Wednesday, 13th May, 2015.

MoDi’s rain of ProMises
spokesperson: Shri Abhishek Manu Singhvi: He said that taking 
the BJP government to task for its failed promises, Singhvi said, 
in cricketing parlance, the BJP tried to play a T-20 like match in 
the last one year, fast paced,  raining  promises of fours and sixes 
and all very exciting, but their achievements were negligible.  In 
actual terms they could not play a test match. In fact it was more 
or less an abandoned test match. There were promises, speeches 
from Red Fort to China, but there was little substance in what they 
said and promised.

Hitting out at the BJP government for failing to fulfill the creation 
of 2 to 3 million jobs in the country. “In its manifesto for the Lok 
Sabha, the BJP promised to create 250 million jobs over the next 
10 years- which means 25 million jobs in a year. The plan for doing 
so was outlined as encouraging fresh investment, clearing pending 
projects and promoting skill development, among other things. 
However, the reality on ground is far from achieving even a fraction 
of the same,’’ said Singhvi.
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Singhvi pointed out to how  according to a recent survey by the 
Labour Bureau, just 1.17 lakh new jobs were created in 8 key sectors 
of the economy between October and December 2014-the lowest 
in 3 quarters. “The number of jobs created in last one year was 
way short of the promises made by the BJP. The government did 
nothing, but played with the hopes and expectations of the people 
this far. This has exposed the true colours of the BJP,’’ said Singhvi.

Pulling up the BJP government on the ‘Clean Ganga’ project, 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said one should not make false promises. 
He said one of the foremost promises made by the BJP was about 
cleaning the holy Ganga. Again the allegations were leveled against 
the previous government and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
promised that he will have the river cleaned within a year. On May 
26, Uma Bharti was made the Minister, Minister of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga rejuvenation.

Singhvi pointed out that while Modi government promised the 
nation that the Ganga will be cleaned within a year, Uma Bharti set 
her deadline for 3 years.  The Supreme Court in September 2014 
said that at this rate the government will not be able to clean the 
Ganga in even 200 years. There is no roadmap and no plan at place 
in the country. But there is confusion galore. In December   2014 
Uma Bhartisaid  the final plan to clear the Ganga is in 3 years. In 
February this year the Minister reduced this period to 2 years. But 
in January, the government has assured the SC that Ganga will be 
cleaned by 2018. The government is all confused on clean Ganga 
project, said Singhvi. Monday, 18th May, 2015.

Utter failUre of MoDi GovernMent
spokesperson: Shri Kapil Sibal: He said that he had never seen such 
low level and degraded politics in the country. “It is very painful that 
a Prime Minister should always talk sense. Achhe din nahi la sakte 
to kum se kum Sachhe din to lao, he remarked. No country’s Prime 
Minister would have notched up such fiascos. You should look at 
your own home before moving out. But our PM cares more for the 
NRIS than the Indians. Ab to janta bhi kahne lagi hai- ‘Suhana safar 
aur ye mausam hasin, hame da rhai hum kho na jayen kahin’, he said.

Shri Sibal said if one measures the performance of the Modi 
government in the last one year on the basis of the sound bites on TV 
channels, then this government and Modi may have been successful. 
But if you measure the performance in honouring their promises 
on the ground, the BJP government has been an utter failure. In 
every sector, be it education, health, women’s safety, economy and 
social welfare, the BJP had proved to be an utter failure, he said.

Kapil said before the elections Shri Narendra Modi used to criticize 
the government on its economic policy. In September 2013 when 
the Rupee had depreciated to around Rs 64 per dollar, Modi had 
said, “The failure of the Manmohan Singh has led to the economic 
situation to such a level that the Rupee has landed in hospital, where 
it is battling for life and death and is on a ventilator. I will bring it 
to up to Rs 58 per dollar ’’ Why then even after one year of the BJP 
rule the situation has not changed, he questioned.

Shri Sibal said, Modi used to claim he will bring back all the black 
money within 100 days. He claimed there will be Rs 15 lakh in each 
countryman’s bank account.

Later when it came to power the BJP said all these announcements 
were ‘chunavijumla’. Is it a joke or what with the countrymen? “I 
want to ask BJP how many more things that it promised were 
nothing else but chunavjumla?’’ said ShriKapilSibal. Tuesday, 19th 
May, 2015.

reDUCtion in eXPenDitUre
spokesperson: Shri A.K. Antony and Shri Jitender Singh: He said 
the present NDA government headed by Shri Narendra Modi is 
completing one year in another three days. During the election 
campaign, BJP’s as well as Shri Narendra Modi’s one of the main 
election plank was that UPA was neglecting national security, 
ignoring the security aspects and ultimately compromised national 
security.

After going through their performance and records, without any 
exaggeration and hesitancy, I would like to say that  the present 
Government has compromised our national security. They were 
criticizing us that we are not giving much attention to national 
security and we were not spending enough to strengthen our 
capability, we were not doing enough for the welfare of the jawans 
and ex-servicemen. What is their record within this one year?

In the area of performance in the defence sector, their Government 
is one of the worst the country has seen in the last few years.  As 
per the 6th Report of the Standing Committee presented in the 
Lok Sabha, NDA government spent the lowest amount in the 
area of defence during the last 6 years i.e. 2009 onwards. UPA was 
consistently increasing the defence expenditure every year - 10 to 
17%. But last year i.e. NDA period, expenditure utilization was 
reduced to 87% of the budget amount but in fact our Government 
spent 104% to 101%, 100.99%, 101% and even in the election year 
we spent 99.92% but the present Government spent only 87.21% 
in actual terms.  Even during the election year, we surrendered 
only Rs. 173 crores but BJP surrendered this year Rs. 29,000 crore.

According to 2014-15 budget, they spent less than Rs. 36,000 crore. 
The revised budget, if you compare, they spent less by Rs. 29,000 
crore Actually compared to our last year expenditure also, they 
spent less than  Rs. 10,000 crores.

They used to attack us during our years and used to tell that we are 
not giving everything to the armed forces. Our Government gave 
the maximum support to the armed forces in terms of weapons, 
ships, aircrafts and welfare measures. For the first time in the recent 
years, instead of increasing the expenditure, the BJP Government 
has reduced the expenditure i.e. total neglect. While in the area 
of Marketing they are No. 1 experts, in actual performance, they 
are worst in the recent years. This is a compromise of our national 
security and it is actually anti national activity. Saturday, 23rd 
May, 2015.

What is oUr eConoMiC aChieveMent?
spokesperson: Shri P. Chidambaram: He said that the BJP came 
to office with an absolute majority in the Lok Sabha with 282 seats 
- the first time that the Government had an absolute majority after 
30 years. They came on the promise of ‘Achhe din’.

As far as the economy was concerned, it meant development and 
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jobs. They have completed one year which is 20% of their term. So 
I think it is fair to ask a question what they have achieved in terms 
of development, in terms of creating jobs in the last one year. That 
is the question that I want to ask. My distinguished colleagues, have 
in the past few days, met you and spoke you about a number of 
issues i.e. Defence, Commerce, Trade, Foreign Affairs but I want 
to focus today on the Economy.

My worry is that whatever be the intentions of the Government 
and let me assume that the intentions are good. I do not see how 
the Economy would go forward and I do not see how that vision is 
being translated into specific policies. I also do not see how those 
policies are being broken down into specific programmes and being 
implemented. In fact, at the end of my column, which is where I 
wish to start today, I have listed issues which are worrying issues. 
My concern is that the Prime Minister, the Finance Minister and 
the Government are not reading it correctly.

I have listed five points but I can add more to that: 

· Credit Growth is sluggish. In fact the, lowest in many years
· Aggregate demand is low.
· The Core Sector is performing very poorly.
· A large number of projects, according to Dr. Rangarajan, this 

morning, 161 in the Public Sector and 585 in the Private Sector 
are stalled.

· FSLRC recommendations are not being implemented.
· The Direct Taxes Code is being dumped.

A number of other things which could have been done with 282 
have been put on the back burner. Add to this some other issues 
are being highlighted by other eminent columnists. It is being 
pointed that

· Oil prices are rising again
· Gold imports have surged that is going to upset the Current 

Account Deficit
· India will remain net importer of Coal despite your boast that 

the coal auctions were a great success.
· Exports, after many years, have shown negative growth in 2014-

15 and a number of other issues

I think it is time for the opposition to ask, for the media to ask and 
it is the obligation for the Government to answer how they read 
these worrying signals and what is the way forward. Monday, 25th 
May, 2015.

ek saal, Desh BaDhaal
spokesperson: Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, Shri Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala: Shri Surjewala said that today 
the Modi government has completed one year in office. The one 
year of Modi government can be described in four words; broken 
promises, boastful claims, shattered dreams and a nation betrayed. 
That is why the people of the country are saying: ‘Unchi dukan  pheke 
pakwan’ (Great cry  little wool) and because of this the country is 
asking that when will the good time come. Before our saying, ‘Achhe 
din kab aayenge’, a documentary video has been prepared by the 
Indian National Congress which will be shown to you.
After showing the video, Shri Surjewala said that we saw a small 
glimpse of one year of Modi government which was full of boostufl 
claims, making false promises, maybe that is why the people of the 
country are saying, ‘boi ped babool ke to aam khan se hoi’. (If you 
grow trees of thrones, how do you expect mangoes from them). 
This one year has be a government of self, selfies, and selfishness 
and that is why people say, “eik saal  desh badhaal’.
Now, I would request both the leaders of the opposition Shri Ghulam 
Nabi Azad and Shri Mallikarjun Kharge have letter captioned ‘ek 
saal desh badhaal’ by collecting facts and figures.
Shri Surjewala said the results of tenth and twelfth class are likely 
to come out soon and the Modi government is like a student sitting 
for class twelve exam and has fortunately failed which is shown 
in this ‘Report Card’. The Modi government has become an event  
Management Company before the world. The BJP and Modi are 
again trying to misguide the people of the country by their jumlas 
and branding.
If they had done some work then Modi would not have gone to 
Mathura, Cabinet Ministers to go all over the country and MPs to 
go in their constituencies and would not had to hold over 200 rallies 
and the work of Modi would have been self explanatory. There is a 
saying in Hindi, “thotha chana, baage ghana”, (empty vessels make 
much noise). With this saying Modiji is trying to impress the whole 
nation but the 125 crore people of the country have understood that 
they had under the influence of Modiji’s slogans had voted them.
Now they have come to the conclusion that “rope ped babool ka to 
aam kahan se hoye”.
Hon’ble Modiji who so talked about the farmers and the poor and 
what they think about Modiji and I would just read it out to you 
what they have written about him.
It is narrated in Hindi poem which is entitled “Haldhar ka Hind”. 
This is also printed on the back page of the Report Card. Tuesday, 
26th May, 2015. v
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ConGress viCe PresiDent’s ChhattisGarh visit

korBa (ChhattisGarh): Congress Vice President, 
Shri  Rahul Gandhi tried to strike a chord in the heartland 
of tribal Chhattisgarh on 15th June, 2015, where land 
acquisition is a burning issue.

During his first day of his two-day visit to the state, he spoke 
at length with forest dwellers who are bound to lose their 
land to at least a dozen coal mining projects and 30 new 
power plants coming up in the catchment areas of Hansdeo 
Bango dam.

"If you want to take over land from tribals, you have to 
seek their permission first. You can't snatch it without 
them agreeing to it," he told the people assembled from 
nearly 20 villages in tribal-dominated Korba. And then he 
admonished the crowd that was shouting slogans against 
the BJP - "We are not from the BJP, we don't say 'murdabad'. 
Please don't say that.  We are here for a cause."

The Congress, has been consistently opposing the amended 
land acquisition bill in Parliament, managing to stall it in 
the upper house of Parliament. In Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 
the party has held massive protests against the bill.

Around 20 villages in Korba and Janjgir-Champa districts 
in north Chhattisgath, where coal plants and power projects 
are coming up, have already passed a resolution rejecting the 
government's acquisition move. Activists say over 15,000 
villagers would be displaced by these projects without any 
compensation.

Slamming the land bill, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, "Near 
Delhi, in Noida, the government took away land belonging 
to farmers and have made a racing track. The farmers are 
in tears".

Shri Rahul Gandhi took on the development model of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi too, alleging that the tribals do 
not stand to benefit from it. "If development happens in the 
area, you have to ensure that our adivasi (tribal) brothers 
are a part of that journey," he said.

Rahul Gandhi Holds Padyatra for Tribals in Chhattisgarh

Later at Saradih Village Congress Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi began a padyatra or foot-march for tribals from 
Saradih village in Chhattisgarh's Janjgir-Champa district, 
where the state government is building seven barrages on 

Congress vice President rahul Gandhi addresses a crowd in korba.

‘wE’RE nOT fROm bjp, DOn’T sAy muRDAbAD,’ RAhuL 
gAnDhI TO TRIbALs In ChhATTIsgARh
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Mahanadi river.

Shri Rahul Gandhi, walked till Dabhra, covered a distance 
of about 10 kilometers. Marching along with him were 
farmers, party leaders and workers. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
addressed a public meeting in Dabhra before concluding 
his two-day visit to Chhattisgarh.

The state government has been constructing seven barrages 
on Mahanadi river in Janjgir-Champa and Korba districts of 
north Chhattisgarh, to supply water to over 40 power plants 
proposed to come up in the predominantly agricultural 
district.

As many as 10 villages are falling in the submergence area 
of these barrages, but so far local administration has neither 
informed villagers about it nor taken any step for their 
settlement, alleged by the Pradesh Congress Committee. v

ConGress viCe PresiDent’s ChhattisGarh visit


