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Just as the PM was touting that he has led a corruption free regime over the last one year the number of scandals 
and improprieties of the BJP led NDA Government which have recently been exposed is unimaginably large. 
The Vyapam Scandal which is the bloodiest and ugliest of them all has been going on for a long time right 

under the direct control of the Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan and his family. The blatant manner in which 
seats to technical courses and jobs, even at the lowest rung have been sold, by using all kinds of nefarious means 

is unequalled in the history of independent India. The MP Government has been playing with the lives and future of deserving 
children from the state. To cover up tracks more than 40 people have lost their lives. It is stretching imagination too far to believe 
that such large number of people, many young, have lost their lives under mysterious circumstances and all this is happening 
because of natural causes. For a party which has demanded resignations of chief ministers for matters far less serious, and not 
proven, only on mere suspicion, it is strange that no blame is being ascribed against the chief minister of MP. The entire BJP, touted 
as the party with a difference, is standing up to defend him.  The entire country, all political parties are up in arms against this 
horrendous crime against humanity. The BJP can still see no wrong. The Prime Minister has lost his voice and he has not spoken a 
word about something which distresses the entire media, political spectrum as well as the people on the streets. What is his ‘Man Ki 
Baat’ on this issue? The nation wants to know!

The External Affairs Minister after having been appointed to this sensitive post exercised her power breaking all norms and protocol 
expected of her sensitive post. She chose to write to a foreign Government without taking her Ministry in confidence and asked 
them to consider issuing a passport to her family friend Lalit Modi who uses her family members as retainers. Concerned about the 
wife of Lalit Modi, she saw compassion in the matter. She spoke to her contacts in England who have mentioned this in their mails. 
She however does not consider all this a serious impropriety. 

The arrogance with which orders for procurement have been placed by a Minister of the the BJP Government in Maharashtra in 
gross violation of laid down procedures, some even laid by their own Government is an exhibition of we don’t care who thinks what. 
The food items meant for small children have been found to be unfit for consumption and of the lowest standard. Yet, orders have 
been placed with favorites some of whom were also black listed. In the eyes of the PM this is not corruption as he has chosen not 
to take action against errant ministers.

The Chief Minister of Rajasthan Smt. Vasundhra Raje has displayed her blatant support for family friend and business partner Lalit 
Modi. The other Modi whom the Government wants for questioning by the ED for large number of financial improprieties has the 
unstinting support of the CM Rajasthan who offered her recommendation to the British Government, albeit with a secrecy clause 
so that people in India should not be privy to her support. The gentleman managed to get land and grant for a hospital where his 
wife is being treated with the goodwill of the CM. He also has invested in strange manner in companies of the son of the CM, a BJP 
MP, who has  have received huge amounts of money at inflated share price, probably in a quid pro quo! 

The manner in which important functionaries of IITs and IIMs are resigning and not wanting to continue their association is very 
alarming. These institutions have provided world leaders in the international corporate world. The RSS has gone to the extent of 
terming them anti Hindu. As if technical educational institutes are established on religious grounds. The urgency displayed by the 
BJP for the so called saffronisation of education and educational institutions is hitting at the roots of well nurtured and world class 
institutes. The Minister for HRD sees nothing wrong if people with established reputation want to leave such institutions. The case 
of FTII is another example of the BJPs indifference to the collective demand from the students and film fraternity for changing the 
Chairman. His only claim to fame is that he has acted in a TV serial Mahabharat and has fought election on BJP ticket.

The BJP is known for double standards and U turns. They have a different set of standards when it comes to their own. The 
manner, in which they held the nation to ransom on charges of mere suspicion when UPA Ministers were involved, is a case in 
point. Most of the charges leveled against the UPA Ministers were found to be false consequent to investigation. The BJP was 
not willing to wait even for a day till they were removed from office. The UPA conscious of principles of propriety asked their 
ministers to step down. But the arrogance of the BJP leadership is such that they have ridiculed the demand of the Congress and 
all other opposition parties saying that no BJP Minister will resign. And the Prime Minister who used to say that ‘na khayenge na 
khane denge’ is allowing his subordinates to make merry while he stands over them in protection. How much more must the country 
suffer such arrogance?

The vigorous manner in which Shri Rahul Gandhi is taking up these issues by traveling across the nation as well as in the Parliament 
is striking at the roots of the BJP government and galvanizing the cadre of the Congress. With the dynamic leadership of Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi, the Congress is out on streets taking up these peoples’ issues. v
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In the clamor for making up for the time when the he was not welcome to the 
countries of the developed world the Prime Minister is now overdoing his bid 
to be recognized as a world leader. It is all very well to make an easy visa regime 
wherever the PM goes but is it being reciprocated. And has tourism or trade 
increased thereafter? Grants are being assured to many countries while the much 
starved regions of our own country have been ignored.

The Prime Minister who boasted of a 56 inch chest and false bravado in the run 
up to elections is most confused especially vis a vis the policy towards Pakistan. 
It seems unclear whether he is doing certain things purely whimsically as a 
loner or does he have advice from the PMO or External Affairs Ministry. The 
External Affairs Minister, we are well aware, has to make do for remaining in news 
by helping the other Modi to get travel documents earlier withdrawn by the Indian 
Government, that too from another country, as she doesn’t have much to do or 
say in terms of foreign policy. Her benevolence has now been shown by granting a 
passport to a separatist Kashmiri leader who boldly says he is not an Indian, again 
on purported compassionate ground.

The Government has done so many flip flops that it appears like a soap opera. 
First, inviting Pakistani PM, for the swearing in ceremony. Thereafter, refusing to 
have secretary level talks, because the Pakistan High Commission chose to invite 
separatist leaders from Kashmir, before talks. Then after all the earlier bonhomie, 
the PM refuses even an eye contact while meeting Pakistan PM on foreign soil. 
And, now, lately, having a dialogue with the Pak PM on the side of BRICS summit. 
Of course all that was discussed and touted as great breakthrough was belied later 
on and denied by the Pak Government. 

What did we get in return? Consistent breach of cease fire on the line of control! 
In fact escalation of hostilities. Vitriolic speeches made by militant leaders, in 
Pakistan. Increased activity of separatist leaders, in Kashmir. Constant display and 
waving of the Pak and IS flag in a state where the PM runs a coalition government. 

One more U Turn by the PM who said no talks can take place while our borders 
are being bombed.

This is playing with the future of the country and lowering our image in the eyes of 
the World. The Nation wants to know what the foreign policy of this Government 
is.  PM should take the nation into confidence. Does it have a policy or is it just a 
PR exercise of the PM Modi?
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Hanumangarh:    Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi reached Suratgarh Airport on 16th July, 2015 on his 
two-day visit to Rajasthan. He was greeted and welcomed 
there by AICC General Secretary Incharge Shri Gurudas 
Kamath, Pradesh Congress President, Shri Sachin Pilot, 
Leader of the Opposition, Shri Rameshwar Dudi and former 
Chief Minister, Shri Ashok Gehlot with large number of 
Congress workers. Outside the airport, large number of 
Congress workers greeted him and garlanded him and 
shouted slogans to welcome him and flew party flags.

From here all the leaders reached the Suncity Resort in 
Suratgarh City where Shri Rahul Gandhi held talks with the 
Congress leaders of Ganganagar and Hanumangarh districts 
and heard their thoughts. In this meeting the position of 
the organization was discussed and also the activities and 
programmes after Shri Sachin Pilot became PCC President 
one and a half year ago, about Vidhan Sabha by elections 
and poor Panchayti Raj results. Free and open talks were 

RAhuL GAnDhI hOLDs PADyATRA In RAjAsThAn

held on the issues. Shri Rahul Gandhi talked about unity in 
the party at all levels and exhorted the Congress workers to 
oppose the anti-people policies of the BJP government in 
the state and the Congress to keep active the effective way 
of communicating with the people through mass contact 
programmes.

Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi vowed that the 
Congress will not allow the NDA government to acquire 
“even an inch of land” in the country as he stepped up 
his campaign on the land bill issue with a foot-march in 
Rajasthan.

Shri Rahul Gandhi, who reached out to farmers with 
a ‘padyatra’ in various parts of the country including 
Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh in recent months, also 
attacked the BJP governments over the issue of corruption.

“The Prime Minister had said he won’t allow corruption (na 
khaunga, na khane dunga). He never said that I will stay 

quiet,” Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said raising 
the issues of Vyapam 
scam and the Lalit 
Modi controversy.

In Rajasthan, 
corruption was at the 
Chief Minister’s level, 
he alleged.

Accusing the NDA 
government of 
denying rights to the 
poor, farmers and 
tribals, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said, “I want 
to assure you that the 
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VIcE PrEsIdEnt’s VIsIt

Congress will not let the NDA government have a single 
inch of land. We will not let them move forward.”

Will Give tickets to Ground Workers: congress 
Vice President rahul Gandhi
Hanumangarh:    Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
said the party will give tickets in the elections only to those 
who have worked on ground for the poor, farmers and 
labourers.

“Those who will be seen on road and field will contest 
the Lok Sabha or assembly polls, and those who fail to 
do so, party would not care for them,” Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said during his ‘Padyatra’ at meetings at Surawali and 
Amarsinghwal, 40 kms from Hanumangarh.

Hundreds of farmers and general public, who had come 
with their problems of water logging along the Indira 
Gandhi Canal Project (IGNP), attended the meetings.

Referring to water logging in the fields in Bikaner, 
Hanumangarh and Sriganganagar districts, he said, Pradesh 
Congress Committee President Shri Sachin Pilot and Leader 
of Opposition Shri Rameshwar Dudi will raise this issue in 
Vidhan Sabha and on roads, and try to resolve it before the 
next elections.

Congress would not wait for the next assembly polls. Our 
workers would work and fight for the labourers, farmers, 
and the poor, he added.

At Surawali, when farmers highlighted water logging in 

12 bigha of fields, and the ongoing agitation of Rajasthan 
Kisan Sangarh Samiti, led by Om Prakash Bhanu, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said, “If you call me any day, I will come, 
joining your agitation anywhere in these districts”.

“Congress party would not allow supply of polluted water 
from IGNP that is causing cancer in people”, he said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi termed PPP model as private-private-
partnership saying it was specially for maybe two or three 
industrialists.

“We are not against industrialists or businessmen, what 
we want is a balanced act in all fields, and priority of 
government should be on both sides, common men and 
industrialists”, he said.

Congress Vice President held a ‘public hearing’ in Khotawali 
village where farmers shared their grievances with him.

‘We Will not Let the BJP Proceed’: rahul Gandhi 
on Land Bill in Kothwali, rajasthan
Kothwali, rajasthan:    Congress vice president Rahul 
Gandhi was addressing a rally in Rajasthan’s Kothwali, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said, “We will not concede an inch of land to 
them. We will not let the BJP proceed; the BJP has given us 
many issues to fight for. The Congress leader highlighted 
the problems and grievances of farmers, labourers, tribals, 
and poor people related to irrigation, education, power, 
food security, employment, medical and health, and tribal 
welfare schemes which were either stopped by the BJP 
government or put on review.

He met veteran Congress leader 
Shyokaran Ram at his residence 
before commencing the eight-
kilometer march accompanied 
by former Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot, 
State Congress Committee 
President Shri Sachin Pilot 
and AICC General Secretary 
Gurudas Kamat and other senior 
leaders of the PCC.

The 8-km long ‘padyatra’ 
was slated to conclude at 
Amarsinghwala village where 
Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi interacted with 
farmers.

Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi had seized the 
farmers’ issues to attack the Modi 
government during the Budget 
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VIcE PrEsIdEnt’s VIsIt

Session, alleging that the “suit-boot ki sarkar” had neglected 
farmers and was only working for crony capitalists.

The Congress is opposing the government’s Land Bill, 
rallying the Opposition on the issue. The party has made it 
clear that it will not relent on it in the Monsoon Session of 
the Parliament which starts on July 21.

rajasthan Has a ‘Lalit Modi sarkaar’: rahul 
Gandhi slams PM, BJP
Jaipur:   On the second day of his visit, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
met the Congress office-bearers and representatives at the 
jam-packed Birla Auditorium at 11 a.m. and addressed 
the joint meeting. He said that the Congress Party should 
freely embrace the people of India, we have to come out of 
the closed doors and mingle with the people. In his open 
expression Shri Rahul Gandhi explained that there was a 
difference between listening to everyone and discipline “the 
Congress Party has to adopt discipline”. Talking about the 
importance of experience and energy Shri Rahul Gandhi 

pointing towards Shri Sachin Pilot said, “Shri Pilot has 
energy, and the experience of all the seniors present here 
should also not be wasted. Similarly, the seniors should not 
waste the energy of Sachin”. To work for the forthcoming 
corporation elections, Shri Rahul Gandhi later thanked the 
party workers for this two-day programme.

In Jaipur, rahul Gandhi Attacks ‘suit, Boot and 
Loot sarkar’
Jaipur:    Deriding what he called a “Suit, Boot and Loot 
Sarkar,” Rahul Gandhi, targeted Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government while touring Rajasthan, where the 
ruling BJP is caught in the Lalit Modi controversy.

The Congress Vice President took on PM Modi and his 
BJP over allegations that two leaders, including state Chief 
Minister Vasundhara Raje, had helped controversial cricket 
tycoon Lalit Modi. He also raised the Vyapam scam in 
Madhya Pradesh and controversies in other BJP-ruled states 
like Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh.

“The feedback is, that it is a suit boot and loot Sarkar,” 
Shri Gandhi said, adding, “The Prime Minister had said he 
won’t allow corruption (na khaunga, na khane dunga). I am 
asking him why he won’t speak on these issues.” Today the 
Rajasthan government’s remote control is in London. They 
press the button and she jumps. This is not a Vasundhara 
Raje government, it is a ‘Lalit Modi  sarkaar’. They are 
business partners. Your Chief Minister has signed and said 
I want to help a fugitive but don’t tell the people of India. 
She broke the law of this country, helped a wanted fugitive.

The Congress has said that Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj 
as well as Vasundhara Raje must resign for helping Lalit 
Modi with his travel papers in UK.

In Rajasthan, Shri Gandhi held a ‘public hearing’ at a village, 
urging farmers to share their grievances. As he took out an 8 
km-long padyatra or foot march, he declared that his party 
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would not allow the NDA government to acquire “even an 
inch of land.” I never understood the practical use of pagdi. 
After walking 10 km in Rajasthan, I have understood the 
importance of a pagdi. I liked the movie Lagaan about the 
poor of India, and tax being taken from farmers, and how 
they unite. In the end, the farmers win. In the movie, as also 
in real life.

Farmers have told me that someone has taken their land 
and that the issue is in court and that they are stuck. Ashok 
Gehlot government gave free medicine to all people. This 
government is closing down hospitals. Why is the PM silent, 
the senior Modi? Bring him (Lalit Modi) back. Remove his 
government. Bring the people’s government back. But after 
becoming PM, he has forgotten all this.

Shri Rahul Gandhi has earlier visited Punjab, Maharashtra 
and Telangana as part of his farmer outreach. The Congress 
has vowed to block the government’s land bill in the 
monsoon session of Parliament. 

What Modi says, the others should listen. Ministers are for 
show. The others are puppets. He is the only minister.

‘BJP Will ruin the nation Built in Last 60 Years’, 
says rahul Gandhi
Jaipur:    Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
attacked the BJP saying that the party will ruin the progress 
made by the country in the last 60 years. He went on to say 
that his party - The Congress, would not allow the BJP to 
do so.

This is not Rahul’s voice but the voice of the people of India. 
Land Acquisition Bill will not be passed in Parliament. We 
will not let up on even an inch of land. 56-inch chest will 
become 5.6 inch. Congress is the strength of this country, 

congress President, smt. sonia Gandhi has 
expressed deep concern over the suicide terror 
attack on Afghan Parliament
new delhi: Condemning the 
attack as another heinous attempt 
by fundamentalists to subvert 
democratic forces, Smt. Gandhi 
said that the Congress Party as 
indeed the entire Nation, stood by 
the people of Afghanistan. Smt. 
Gandhi stressed that such cowardly 
attacks by terrorists can never deter the resolute 
democratic traditions gaining strength the world over.

A huge explosion rocked the Afghanistan parliament in 
Kabul on 22nd June, 2015, triggering chaos in the smoke-
filled building. The Taliban has claimed responsibility 
for the attack which occurred as the Afghan president’s 
nominee for the crucial post of defence minister was to 
be introduced in parliament. v

said Shri Rahul Gandhi”.

“India was built in the last 60 years. During this period, 
it has progressed and all round development took place. 
These people (BJP) are going to ruin it, but we will not allow 
them to do so,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said addressing Pradesh 
Congress Committee functionaries during inauguration 
of 125th birth anniversary celebrations of Babasaheb Dr. 
Bhimrao Ambedkar.

“It is our (Congress) collective responsibility to save nation’s 
progress and development,” he exhorted.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also reiterated that the party would give 
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ticket for Lok Sabha and Assembly polls only to those people 
who would work on the ground and roads for farmers, 
labourers and poor.

Asking party leaders not to wait for three-and-a-half years, 
he said, everyone in the party should start work from today, 
whether it is a big or small leader, MLA, Pradhan or Parshad 
everyone has to fight for public cause.

Addressing the women present at the venue, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said the party was going to work specially for them, 
making place for them in the party to bring women in the 
mainstream.

There may be pulls and pushes from various factions, but 
we want to give a voice to all in this party. Congress Party 
wants a place for all. Congress has to embrace the people 
of this country, come out of closed doors and open doors 
to the people of India. Discipline also has to be followed. 
Gehlot represents experience. Age is not an issue, not a 
factor. Only rules. Those young at heart will find a place in 
the Congress. Sachin Pilot has energy, but not experience. 
We need Gehlot’s experience also and Sachin’s energy. 

Congress needs to merge youth and 
experience. We have more than other 
parties. Nobody should feel left out in 
the Congress.

He asked PCC functionaries and senior 
leaders to stay united against the rival 
BJP at all levels.

Shri Rahul Gandhi unveiled Babasaheb 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar’s portrait, 
recalling him as a great person who 
changed the life of poor and gave 
direction to the nation.

He asked party workers to take Dr. Ambedkar’s portrait or 
picture to each house and tell the people about his ideals 
and work.

Speaking on the occasion, PCC President Shri Sachin Pilot 
assured Rahul Gandhi that the workers would carry the 
message of Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar to every house, 
and make the failures of BJP government public.

“PCC will ensure victory on maximum seats in upcoming 
129 civic bodies’ polls slated for next month,” Shri Pilot said.

AICC General Secretary Incharge, Shri Gurudas Kamat, 
Shri Mohan Prakash, Shri Sachin Pilot, Shri C.P Joshi, Dr. 
Girija Vyas, former Rajasthan Chief Ministers Shri Ashok 
Gehlot and Shri Jagannath Paharia and leaders of Congress’ 
frontal organisations were also present at the function.

After the conclusion of the meeting, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
inter-acted with the journalists, delegation of the NSUI 
and intellectuals of the civil society. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
also inaugurated the 125th Anniversary annual function of 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar at the Pradesh Congress office. 
Shri Rahul Gandhi asked the Congressmen to take 
inspiration from the life of great leaders and take 
up the responsibility to increase the participation 
of women and youth in the Congress Party. On the 
working of the party, Shri Gandhi expressed his 
views and said, “all should cooperate and support 
Shri Sachin Pilot.” Reiterating his words that he 
spoke during the Ganganagar-Hanumangarh 
tour said that credit will be given to those who 
participated in the agitation on the roads and 
added that “they should express their views to Shri 
Sachin Pilot and Shri Gurudas Kamath, and I shall 
be with you in the agitation whenever I am told to 
come”.  v

VIcE PrEsIdEnt’s VIsIt
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MEEtInG WItH strEEt VEndOrs

new delhi: Congress vice president 
Rahul Gandhi on 13th July, 2015 
interacted and discussed problems 
faced on a day-to-day basis by them 
with street vendors in the national 
capital demanding the implementation 
of a law aimed to protect them from 
harassment.  He was accompanied 
by AICC Delhi-Incharge Shri P.C. 
Chacko and DPCC President Shri 
Ajay Maken.

“The vendors called me complaining 
about lack of proper facilities. The 
poor workers have not been given 
proper space in the city,” Shri Rahul 
Gandhi later told journalists, adding: 
“I have heard their grievances and will 
take it up with the authorities.”

  ”These people are oppressed. They 
are not given their proper space and 
so I have come to listen to them. There 
used to be sheds here which have been 
taken away from these people, so they 
called me to look into it,” Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said after meeting vendors 
in New Delhi’s Raghubir Nagar area.  
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi walked around Raghubir 
Nagar where the vendors sell a range 
of products, especially altered clothes, 
out of tiny sheds.

“The poor people here are being 
sidelined from the city and I will find 
a solution for these people,” he added.

Before meeting the vendors, Congress 
Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 

A report

RAhuL GAnDhI 
MEETs sTREET 
VEnDORs In DELhI, 
sAys POOR ARE 
nEGLECTED In DELhI

visited a nearby temple to pray.

The Street Vendors (Protection of 
Livelihood and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Bill was passed by both 
houses of Parliament last year. It 
was introduced in 2012 by our UPA 
government.

Shri Rahul Gandhi promised better 
facilities to street vendors and also 
assured them that his party would take 
up their cause in Parliament session.

The law aims to regulate street 
vending, protect the rights of vendors 
in cities, and prevent their harassment 
by police and civic authorities. It 
also has provisions for protecting 
livelihood rights and social security of 
vendors.

The Congress has said there has been 
an increase in cases of harassment of 
vendors in Delhi and demanded that 
the city’s AAP government should 
immediately implement the law.

“We hear that vendors are being fleeced 
more than earlier. This is because 
the act is not being implemented in 
Delhi. Vendors are being harassed, 
money is being charged from them. 
Police, corporation is fleecing them. 
Our demand is the Act should be 
implemented immediately in Delhi,” 
Delhi Congress chief Ajay Maken told 
the media.

DPCC President Shri Ajay Maken later 
pointed out that Shri Rahul Gandhi 
had facilitated the passage of the Street 
Vendors (Protection of Livelihood 
and Regulation of Street Vending) 
Bill, 2014, that aims to regulate street 
vending and protect the rights of 
urban vendors. It also protects them 
from harassment by the police and 
the civic authorities, while protecting 
their livelihood rights and providing 
social security.

The vendors Shri Rahul Gandhi met 
belong largely to Gujarat’s Vaghri 
community. Their leaders said some 
4,000 vendors do their business in the 
city and their demand was for more 
space

Under the law, vending certificates or 
licenses can be issued to up to 2.5% of 
a city’s population. Thus, Delhi can 
have about 500,000 vendors but the 
Congress claimed not a single vending 
certificate had been issued after the 
law was passed. v
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‘AAP KhAAnE Kyun DE RAhEy hAIn?’: 
RAhuL GAnDhI TAunTs PM MODI
new delhi:  AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi’s 
barbs at Prime Minister Narendra Modi today were 
served in the form of a sarcastic reminder of his 
comments on corruption last year - “Na khaoonga na 
khaney doonga  (I won’t be corrupt and won’t allow 
others to be).

Referring to the Vyapam and LalitModi controversies 
that have engulfed the BJP’s governments in Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, the Congress vice president 

questioned why PM Modi had allowed Chief Ministers 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Vasundhara Raje to 
continue in office.

“Prime Minister, your words should carry some 
weight.  Aap Rajasthan mein khaney kyun de rahey 
hain? (Why are you allowing corruption in Rajasthan?) 
Why are you not bringing back Lalit Modi?  Aap 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan ko Khaaney kyun de rahey 
hain? (Why are you allowing Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s 
corruption?),” Shri Rahul Gandhi Gandhi said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s dig came on a day the Supreme 
Court ordered a CBI investigation into the Vyapam 
admission and recruitment scam in Madhya Pradesh 
and the alarming number of deaths that the Congress 
alleges are proof of a brutal cover-up by the Madhya 
Pradesh chief Minister Shri Chouhan and his 
government.

The Congress party has raised demands for the 
removal of Shri Chouhan and also Vasundhara Raje, 
who has been attacked for helping disgraced cricket 
boss Lalit Modi at a time he was being investigated for 
corruption and his passport had been cancelled. v

25 WOMEn KILLED In AnDhRA 
sTAMPEDE On “MAhA PushKARALu”
rAJAHMUndrY:  At least 27 people, mostly women, 
were killed and several others injured in a stampede 
on the banks of the River Godavari in Andhra Pradesh 
on the first day of a major religious festival (Maha 
Kumbh).

The tragedy occurred at the 
same  ghat  or steps leading to the 
river in the Rajamundhry district. 
Pilgrims reportedly rushed towards 
one of the gates that allow access to 
the river banks; a group of women 
slipped, said officials, causing the 
stampede.

“The incident happened as the first set of worshippers 
was coming out of the river after taking a dip and then 
got in the way of others who wanted to be in the water 
at an auspicious time,”.

As many as 25 of those who died were women.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed 
shock at the unfortunate incident of lives being lost 
in a stampede at the Godavari Maha Pushkaram in 
Andhra Pradesh.

  Extending her condolences to the families of the 
deceased in the tragedy, she hoped that the injured 
are being provided immediate medical treatment 
and relief. Smt. Sonia Gandhi also said that the 
Government should take adequate steps to ensure that 
such incidents do not recur.

In another message, Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi was 
grieved to hear of the stampede in 
Rajahmundry that led to the death 
of several devotees. Rahulji said “My 
deepest condolences to the families. 
I hope adequate arrangements have 
been made to ensure the safety of all 

visiting pilgrims and devotees”.

“Maha Pushkaralu” is a religious festival that celebrates 
rivers and draws huge crowds in both Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh. It occurs once every 144 years, based 
on astronomical configurations; a smaller version or 
Pushkaralu is held once every 12 years. More than 10 
million people are expected to attend the festival over 
the next 12 days. v
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Mr. Modi sold promises and dreams 
during his campaign speeches but the 
reality has been vastly different.

Narendra Modi believes he has 
transformed India in the last one 

year. In his speeches abroad, especially 
to NRIs, he has repeatedly made this 
point, though he chooses not to do so 
in India. Mr. Modi catapulted to the 
position of Prime Minister by selling a 
dream of bringing succour to the lives 
of the marginalised millions. At the 
end of one year, we need to assess the 
transformation he promised.

Business as usual

Mr. Modi promised that when he 
comes to power, the economy would 
grow at 10 per cent or more. He 
promised to put in place procedures 
to ensure ease of doing business. 
After one year, it is business as usual. 
In fact, a recent study reveals that 
profitability of 2,941 major companies 
in the quarter ending December 2014 
declined by 16.9 per cent compared 
to the corresponding quarter of the 
previous year. Indeed, key drivers 
of corporate profitability, namely 
investment, household consumption 
and corporate dividends, continue to 
be weak. Many analysts have in fact 
downgraded the earnings forecast all 
the way till March 2016.

Latest figures from the Finance 
Ministry (March 2015) indicate that 
2,099 mega projects involving an 
outlay of 18.13 lakh crore are stalled 
with the Project Management Group 
directly under the control of the 
Prime Minister. The government’s 
claim about reversal in the economic 
fortunes of India is hollow. It is 
because of the abysmal performance 

of the corporate sector and the non-
professional way in which state owned 
banks give loans that PSU banks are 
deeply crisis ridden with bad loans and 
restricted assets reaching a gigantic 
Rs. 7,12,000 crore (13.2 per cent of 
total advances), a figure higher than 
our fiscal deficit.

Mr. Modi, instead of making 
outlandish statements beyond our 
borders, should focus on, or at least 
have his Finance Minister deal with, 
the reality of economic stagflation that 
is bleeding us.

Before the elections when inflation was 
a real problem, Mr. Modi continuously 
proclaimed that when in power, he 
would ensure inflation was controlled 
and households did not struggle. His 
government was fortunate to see the 
crude oil price fall. From $108 a barrel 
in May 2014, it is now $60. This helped 
the Finance Minister reduce the deficit 
and the wholesale price index came 
down. Unfortunately, the inflation 
that touches the aam aadmi was not 
addressed. The average price of select 
items consumed daily by people is 
higher today than a year ago. The price 
per kilo of wheat flour, pulses, milk, 
mustard oil, vanaspati, onions and 
potatoes has increased, in some cases 
by 10 -15 per cent. In September 2013, 
when the rupee depreciated to Rs. 66 
a dollar, Mr. Modi had said, “[Due to] 
the failure of Manmohan Singh, the 
rupee has landed in hospital, where it is 
battling for life on a ventilator.” Today, 
it continues to be on a ventilator, 
hovering around Rs. 64 to a dollar.

Mr. Modi made promises knowing that 
fulfilling them would be a tall order. 
Amit Shah has now admitted that the 
vow to bring back billions of dollars 

of black money 
was just a chunavi 
jumla (electoral 
g i m m i c k ) . 
S t a t e m e n t s 
like these 
shake people’s 
confidence in 
the credibility 
of politicians. 
There are huge procedural wrangles 
in bringing back black money. 
The promise to put Rs. 15 lakh in 
every citizen’s bank account from 
the recovered black money was an 
unethical and dishonest attempt 
to garner votes. Now that they are 
in government, both the Finance 
Minister and Mr. Modi realise the 
difficulties and no longer talk about it.

Mr. Modi also promised to remove 
corruption. On April 21, 2014, he 
said he would personally ensure the 
removal of criminals from Parliament. 
We are yet to see that happen. In fact, 
the Lokpal Bill, an emotive issue that 
caught the attention of the people, saw 
the BJP supporting the Aam Aadmi 
Party to up the ante against the United 
Progressive Alliance. Now, the Prime 
Minister appears to have forgotten 
about it and is even silent about its 
introduction in Parliament.

Foreign policy failures

Despite the hype, on  ground delivery 
is not visible here. Mr. Modi’s policy 
on Pakistan has been a failure; he does 
not know how to deal with Pakistan. 
He would have us believe that all is 
quiet despite the fact that incidences of 
cross  border intrusions have increased 
and Nawaz Sharif has expressed 
anguish and alleged that the Prime 
Minister has let him down. There is 

MODI sOLD PROMIsEs
- PROMIsEs unMET

Kapil sibal
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no change on the ground and yet our 
Foreign Secretary went to Pakistan 
in March under the garb of a SAARC 
meeting. No breakthroughs followed.

Mr. Modi recently returned from 
China. In his election campaign, he had 
said it was shameful for the External 
Affairs Minister to go to China despite 
repeated Chinese incursions across 
the border. The incursions continue, 
but Mr. Modi himself happily visited 
China, despite the Chinese reaction to 
Mr. Modi’s Arunachal Pradesh tour in 
February. On the issue of incursions, 
the Finance Minister said recently, “As 
far as China is concerned, on the line 
of actual control, China has a different 
perception on what the line of actual 
control is, India has a different 
perception.”

It seems that incursions by Chinese are 
no longer an issue, legitimised because 
the perceptions of the two countries on 
the line of actual control are different. 
In China, Mr. Modi unilaterally made 
a statement that e visas would be 
granted to Chinese tourists, despite 
the Foreign Secretary stating the 
opposite a few hours earlier. Mr. Modi 
has lost a great opportunity to use the 
e visa as a bargaining chip to settle our 
concerns qua Arunachal Pradesh and 
Jammu & Kashmir.

As for the U.S., Mr. Modi suggests 
there has been a transformation 
in relations since President Barack 
Obama accepted the invitation to be 
a Guest of Honour on Republic Day. 
Relations between countries are not 
transformed through ceremonial 
visits. It is only when Americans invest 
in our economy that the relationship 
will be considered transformative. 
From the U.S. standpoint, road blocks 
to investments in India remain. Unless 
bold policy decisions are taken, real 
transformation will not happen.

social sector setback

The real failure of this government 

has been its complete disregard of the 
social sectors. Agriculture, education, 
health, and the concerns of small 
traders, who represent the backbone of 
the economy, have all been sidelined. 
Allocations on education and health 
have been drastically reduced. 
Agriculture is in distress. The growth 
rate in agriculture has come down to 
1.1 per cent from 3.7 per cent in 2014. 
More farmers are committing suicide 
than ever before. The average debt of 52 
per cent of all agricultural households 
is Rs. 47,000, of which 26 per cent is 
owed to private moneylenders   the 
root cause of farmer suicides. There 
has been no attempt to have a crop 
insurance scheme. Mr. Modi should 
know that 80 -85 per cent of all farmers 
own less than 1 hectare of land, which 
means that land is their only source of 
livelihood. If they lose that, they will 
be deprived of their livelihood and, in 
the absence of skills, they cannot be 
absorbed in non agricultural sectors. 
Therefore, the amendments to the 
Land Bill are ill timed. This legislation 

should only move forward when there 
is enough capacity created in the non-
agricultural sectors and enough skills 
imparted for surplus rural labour. It is 
clear, therefore, that this government 
has no clue how to deal with the 
endemic problems that confront the 
agricultural community. Mr. Modi is 
instead showering benefits on a few 
industrialists, which is the worst form 
of crony capitalism.

There is also a sinister transformation 
taking place in India; a silent but sure-
footed saffronising of both polity and 
institutions, particularly in education. 
This does not augur well for our 
democracy. Vicious attempts by the 
saffron brigade to create conflicts 
through ‘love jihad’ and ‘ghar vapasi’ 
are matters of deep concern. The 
essence of India must be protected 
at any cost. The government by fair 
means and foul is attempting to destroy 
what our civilisation has always stood 
for. v

(Author is a senior Congress leader 
and former Union Minister.)

COnGREss PREsIDEnT sMT. sOnIA GAnDhI’s GOOD 
WIshEs On EID-AL-fITR
Eid al-Fitr 
“Festival  of  breaking of the fast”, also called  Feast of Breaking the Fast, 
the  Sugar Feast,  Bayram  (Bajram), the Sweet Festival    and the  Lesser Eid, 
is an important  religious holiday  celebrated by  Muslims  worldwide that 
marks the end of  Ramadan, the  Islamicholy month of  fasting  (sawm). The 
religious Eid is a single day during which Muslims are not permitted to fast. 
The holiday celebrates the conclusion of the 29 or 30 days of dawn-to-sunset 
fasting during the entire month of Ramadan. The day of Eid, therefore, falls 
on the first day of the month of Shawwal. The date for the start of any lunar 
Hijri month varies based on the observation of new moon by local religious 
authorities, so the exact day of celebration varies by locality. 

On this auspicious occasion Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 
extended her greetings and good wishes on the occasion of Id-ul-fitr. Smt. 
Gandhi hoped that coming after a month of fasting and purification during 
Ramzan, this joyous festival will foster the spirit of ‘brotherhood, mutual 
cohabitation and peace’.

In another message, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said “Eid 
Mubarak,  everyone! As we celebrate today with family & friends let us pray 
for peace, prosperity & happiness for all”. v
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The Vyapam Scandal of Madhya 
Pradesh is the most disgraceful 
scandal in the world and the 

most inhuman scandal of India because 
when a thief or a dacoit enters a house 
of someone with a purpose of robbery 
they have humanity of not hurting the 
children but in the Vyapam scandal it 
has crushed the feelings of the people 
and have played with the hopes and 
aspirations of the youth of the state, the 
poor, farmers, labourers and middle 
class families survive by saving every 
penny and despite facing all adverse 
conditions they have the courage to 
educate their children so that they may 
have a bright future though they have 
passed their life by facing struggles. 
But their hopes were shattered when 
scandal like Vyapam emerged. Just 
look at the ways of the Madhya Pradesh 
government, they have spread the 
agents, who will pass them in the 
Vyapam examinations, throughout 
India and in the State, in a way have 
opened shops to give employment, 
those who were hoping a bright future 
for their children have been attracted by 
them. These innocent people by taking 
loans and by pawning their ornaments 
have paid the money to the Vyapam 
agents. But look a the tragedy that in 
the operation of the STF, innocent 
children and their parents were put in 
jail and the agents who did corruption 
are moving about freely to give shape 
to another incident of corruption. We 
do not say that accused should not be 
punished but the main accused who are 

the main architects of this scandal, why 
are they being left behind.

In Madhya Pradesh before the coming 
of BJP’s Shivraj government we all 
know that getting entry into medical 
was very difficult and in the entrance 
examinations children had to prepare 
ever since they were in the medical 
class and for this the students who 
choose profession like engineering, 
law and commerce leave out medical 
education where more money can be 
earned by doing human service with 
a belief that if they are not selected in 
the first year, they might be certainly 
selected in the second or the third year. 
But because of this corrupt government 
legible students have been compelled 
to take up jobs like peons, chowkidars, 
and clerks in private companies. If 
such anti-students Vyapam scandal 
had happened in other states then 
the people of that state would have 
thrown out such leaders, employees 
and the government. Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is also the head of the 
general administration under whom 
the professional examination Board 
comes. The complaints of corruption 
in Vyapam started coming since 2009 
and in this connection questions 
were raised in the Vidhan Sabha for 
a department that was directly under 
the control of the Chief Minister, then 
who gave the authority that apart from 
PMT and PET and appointments in 
other departments Vyapam should take 
the entrance examinations. Were the 

Vyapam scandal 
accused Nitin 
Mahindra and 
Pankaj Trived 
were powerful 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
officers that they 
without taking 
the permission of 
the Chief Minister 
took over the 
responsibility to 
conduct all the 
examinations in their hand or these 
officers were so dangerous and fearful 
that Hon’ble Chief Minister too was 
afraid and used to do what these two 
officers used to say. The Hon’ble Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan, who 
so talked about political transparency, 
honest values and ideals is also known 
as the ‘Uncle’ of the children of the 
State, should tell us that under what 
circumstances and what interest 
of which officer and under whose 
directive has allowed this corrupt 
organization Vyapam the authority to 
recruit guards in forest, transport and 
police departments. Earlier, during the 
period of Digvijay Singh, Vyapam was 
made for the entrance examinations 
of only PMT and PET but the Shivraj 
government of Madhya Pradesh has put 
the future of the youth in the dark by 
giving this authority, of throttling the 
throat of the children of poor people 
of Madhya Pradesh, labourers and of 
farmers, to the Vyapam so that people 
from all over India become eligible to 

VyAPAM 
sCAnDAL
ThE MOsT DIsGRACEfuL 
sCAnDAL Of ThE WORLD

Arun Yadav 
President,  

Madhya Pradesh 
Congress Committee
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participate in examinations for all the 
various departments for which the 
Madhya Pradesh Government amended 
the rules for recruitment of guards in 
various departments, the process of 
physical test was removed from their 
examination because the hefty amount 
that was paid for their selection, it was 
not necessary that these people should 
also have a strong body.

The mastermind behind the Vyapam 
scandal made this master-plan after 
much thinking so that the innocent 
people of Madhya Pradesh did not get 
the scent of this corruption, thus the 
clause of being a local residence of 
Madhya Pradesh has been struck off and 
ordinary and VVIP accused by taking 
graft according to their wishes from 
the outsiders have become milliners. 
Maximum number of candidates 
participated from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh 
and Gondia in Maharashtra who paid 
large amounts for their selection in 
these examinations as commission to 
the government representatives and 
this is the reason that the children 
of VVIPs from UP and Gondia in 
Maharashtra got the jobs in Madhya 
Pradesh. Constitutional experts should 
give their suggestions in this regard 
that to change or bend rules is in the 
hands of any officer or is it passed in 
the Cabinet or in the Vidhan Sabha. 
According to this the Chief Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh is the whole-sole 
leader of this scandal who by changing 
rules gave Nitin Mahendra and Pankaj 
Trivedi, little-known employees, the 
golden chance to spread this corruption 
throughout the country.

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan 
is going around reciting the some old 
verse that he himself came forward 
to inquire into the Vyapam scandal 
and formed the STF. Was the inquiry 
started just for show? Raising of this 
question was natural because STF is 
having TI, DSP, SP, IG and ADG level 
officers from the police department 
whose Confidential Report is written 

by the State Government and the Chief 
Minister. Thus, the STF inquiry was 
carried out on the directive of the Chief 
Minister and the main accused in the 
Vyapam scandal drifted away from the 
clutches of the law. STF on the directive 
of the Chief Minister has arrested the 
then Education Minister Laxmikant 
Sharma, his OSD O.P Shukla, Director 
of Vyapam Pankaj Trivedi and Chief 
System Analysist Nitin Mahendra and 
has made unsuccessful bid to gain 
public sympathy of the state and in 
the some sequence those students and 
their relatives were made accused and 
caught who were either scorers or who 
paid bribe and got themselves selected 
in the related job examinations. Doubt 
arises when the bail applications of 
those accused is turned down but the 
private secretary Prem Prasad of the 
Chief Minister and Public Campaign 
Board Chairman Ajay Shanker Mehata 
got interim bail and did not even lodge 
their protest against this bail in the 
STF court. Shivraj Government was 
continuously making efforts to close 
the file of Vyapam scandal. But when 
a petition was filed in this connection 
in the High Court, then the High 
Court formed an SIT which will 
supervise the inquiry being done by 
STF. Most important thing is that the 
strings of Vyapam scandal had from 
the beginning were leading towards 
the Chief Minister and his relatives 
and it has become impossible to save 
themselves from the heat of it and the 
Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee 
has handed over authentic documents 
to the SIT from time to time. When 
the SIT came into action a petition 
was filed in the High Court that the 
SIT was working beyond its limit, then 
the High Court passed an order that 
SIT was just a watch-dog which means 
that its work is just to keep an eye on 
it and not to undertake any inquiry. 
If the Chief Minister wanted to have 
an impartial inquiry then why did the 
State government intervened in the 

inquiry process and which is a matter 
to think about?

The involvement of Raj Bhawan was 
there in the Vyapam scandal and the 
STF had enough proof on the basis 
of which the OSD of the Governor 
Dhanraj Yadav was arrested. Shri Ram 
Naresh Yadav, son of the Governor 
was being involved in the case and his 
name was coming in the STF inquiry. 
The sword of arrest was dangling on 
Hon’ble Governor, then the High 
Court gave him relief that Governor 
is a Constitutional post and as such 
no action can be taken against him. 
Here also there is a doubt on the 
impartiality of the Chief Minister that 
if action could not be taken against 
him as long as Governor Ram Naresh 
Yadav was on this post, then why the 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan 
did not ask the Centre for his removal? 
In the meanwhile a petition for a CBI 
inquiry into the Vyapam Scandal was 
filed in the High Court. But the State 
government on an argument though 
their lawyer in the Supreme Court 
said that the STF formed by the State 
Government was capable to carry out 
the inquiry and the SIT formed by 
the High Court was supervising the 
inquiry being done by STF, thus there 
was no need of a CBI inquiry. And the 
Supreme Court dismissed the petition 
of the petitioners. 

Now, the question must be arising in the 
minds of the people of the country and 
the state as to why people related with 
this scandal are dying. Some are dying 
untimely deaths in accidents, some are 
committing suicides and some are dying 
through heart-fails. But whosoever 
are dying are connected with Vyapam 
scandal. But I only see mental pressure 
behind this because the Chief Minister 
of the State had accepted in the Vidhan 
Sabha that 1000 fraud vacancies were 
filled and they were not arrested which 
naturally gives rise to doubts that a big 
amount was taken to erase their names 
and this game was being played. As this 
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game proceeded further, this turned 
into a bloody game.

The mysterious deaths of people 
connected with the Vyapam scandal 
has become a cause of concern and 
during the same time the investigative 
and bold reporter of Aaj Tak who had 
gone to investigate the death of accused 
Namrata Damor and after the death 
of reporter Akshya Singh there were 
continuously four deaths in four days 
which developed anger in the media. 
And the fight that the RTI workers, 
Whistle blowers of the scandal and 
the Congress Party was fighting on the 
road, Parliament, Vidhan Sabha and in 
the court, the media played a big role 
in reaching at the decisive truth. Again, 
the petitioners referring to the deaths 
taking place in Madhya Pradesh one 
after the other filed a petition in the 
Supreme Court and also filed a separate 
petition demanding a CBI inquiry into 
it. God this time was with the people 
of the State and the Supreme Court 
accepted the petitions. Just by the 
acceptance of petitions by the Supreme 
Court, the chair of the Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chuahan started rocking 
and he hurriedly wrote a personal 
letter to the High Court in which he 
demanded that the CBI should inquire 
into the Vyapam scandal, which clearly 
was an Act of throwing dust into the 
eyes of the people because if Shivraj 
Singh really had the intention to hold 
a CBI inquiry then he would have 
followed the fixed rules and would 
have got a notification passed by the 
Cabinet and would have sent it to the 
Ministry of Personnel at the Centre 
and the Ministry would have sent it to 
the CBI and sought on answer and the 
CBI could have inquired into it or not. 
But his intention was to misguide the 
people of the State and the media. But, I 
would again say that there may be delay 
but no injustice in the house of God.

The Supreme Court has given a strong 
slap on the face of the State Government 
and has given the inquiry process to the 

CBI to look into all the related cases of 
Vyapam and has asked the Centre and 
the State Government on the removal 
of the Governor.

The Apex Court of India has maintained 
its trust in the people of the State and 
the country regarding the judicial 
arrangement. By this decision of the 
Supreme Court the future of lakhs of 
students which looked shrouded by 
dark clouds, the hope of their withering 
away has brightened. Because of the 
misguidance of the Supreme Court 
by the State Government there was a 
delay in the decision of the inquiry by 

sIsTER nIRMALA, hEAD Of MOThER TEREsA’s 
ChARITy, DIEs AT 81
Kolkata:  Sister Nirmala, who succeeded 
Mother Teresa as the head of the 
Missionaries of Charity founded by the 
Nobel laureate, died on 23rd June, 2015.  
She was 81.

A Missionaries of Charity official said 
Sister Nirmala had not been well for 
some time. 

Her body lied in state at St John’s Church 
in Sealdah and later shifted to Mother 
House in Kolkata. The funeral was held 

on 24th June at 4 pm in Kolkata.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has extended 
her condolences on the passing away of Sister Nirmala. 
Describing her as a worthy successor of Mother Teresa, 
Smt. Gandhi said that Sister Nirmala will be deeply 
missed by the millions whose lives she touched in service 
of humanity.”

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi tweeted: 
“Extremely saddened at the passing away of Sister 
Nirmala.She carried forward Mother Teresa’s work with 
quiet dedication & dignity.  She will be missed by the 
countless whose lives she touched.”

On March 13th, 1997, six months before Mother Teresa’s 
death, Nirmala Joshi was selected the Superior General of 
the Missionaries of Charity.

Sister Mary Prema was elected to succeed Sister Nirmala during a general 
chapter held in Calcutta in April 2009. v

the CBI and Shivraj Singh Chauhan 
is solely to be blamed, who to save 
his family members, had played with 
the feeling of the people and ran the 
Vyapam scandal according to his will. 
Maybe, lots of lives could have been 
saved if the inquiry was held earlier. 
Today, it has become necessary that 
all the people, all organizations and all 
the intellectuals to oppose this scandal, 
the future of their children is in danger 
should come on the roads and help the 
Congress Party so that this corrupt and 
very important criminal is put behind 
the bars. v
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If Lalit Modi represents the 
globalisation of the Indian Power 

League networks, Vyapam is a classic 
BIMARU network story

In the age of 24x7 breaking news, 
even ‘scams’ have a limited shelf-life. 
If June was dominated by every tweet 
and soundbite of a Lalit Modi, July 
has seen the Vyapam issue become a 
screeching headline. On the face of it, 
you couldn’t have two more different 
plots: One, a story of how a cavalier businessman in self-
exile in London was getting special favours from the 
country’s high and mighty, the other, a murderous tale set 
in the remote districts of Madhya Pradesh. And yet, the two 
stories have a common thread that unites: How the ‘system’ 
is compromised for private benefit at different levels by the 
country’s power elite.

The difference is in just who that ‘elite’ is, thereby mirroring 
contrasting social geographies. In the Lalit Modi case, the 
charmed circle is the movers and shakers of Lutyens’ Delhi 
and their celebrity partners in the world of business, sports 
and showbiz. This is the cosy club, which runs India at the 
top of the pyramid: The Forbes billionaires we venerate, 
the lal-batti car ministers who we fear, the sports and 
entertainment czars who we celebrate. This is the ‘creamy 
layer’ of India, of which Modi was an intrinsic part till he 
fell out of the Indian Power League (IPL).

But there is another IPL in mofussil India which stays out 
of the arc-lights but is no less dominant in its sphere of 
influence. This is where local MLAs, petty bureaucrats, area 
SPs and other district-level officials wield disproportionate 
power. If LaMo and friends can take a cruise down the 
Adriatic, this group has no such grandiose travel plans. 
Instead, they operate in the less glamorous terrain of a 
Jhabua or a Sagar, far-flung districts where survival is the 
name of the game. And yet, within their territory, they 
too are VVIPs, local ‘dadas’ who control sources of capital 
accumulation. It is this less-known IPL that has been 
instrumental in stitching together the Vyapam scam.

What is the Vyapam scam? Simply put, it’s an admission 
and recruitment scam involving collusion and bribery of 
local officials by candidates appearing for a state exam and 

desperate to get employment. The over 2,500 accused are no 
foreign exchange economic offenders living in luxury in a 
tax haven. A majority of them are lower middle class young 
men and women who saw in a government job a passport 
to a life of relative security. Lalit Modi, self-admittedly, was 
born with a golden spoon; here, most of the accused didn’t 
even have cutlery on the table.

In a sense, if LaMo represents the globalisation of the IPL 
networks (from London to Montenegro via Mauritius), 
Vyapam is a classic BIMARU network story: In a state 
with limited private investment and industrialisation like 
Madhya Pradesh, the government is ‘mai-baap’, often the 
sole distributor of local patronage. The millions of students 
who appeared for the Madhya Pradesh state exams were 
frantically looking to get a job because there were no other 
options. In the desperation of the students, the district-level 
IPL saw an opportunity to make easy money: No millions 
of dollars at stake here like in the LaMo case, but enough to 
keep the mofussil parallel economy churning.

Haven’t we seen in recent months instances of mass copying 
in Bihar being caught on camera with police officials as 
passive bystanders? Do we remember the NRHM scam 
in Uttar Pradesh where, like Vyapam, a bloody trail was 
left behind after it was exposed that local politicians and 
bureaucrats had siphoned off money from the National 
Rural Health Mission? Or teacher recruitment in Haryana 
for which former chief minister Om Prakash Chautala is 
in jail? Or even a little further back in time, the infamous 
fodder scam in Bihar where again local officials and 
politicians created fictitious accounts for purchase of fodder 
in the state animal husbandry department? The amounts 
were meagre compared to a 2G or a coal scam, but large in 
the context of a semi-rural economy.

That providing government jobs (along with transfer and 
postings) has been a rewarding business enterprise is no 
secret. And yet, what Vyapam reveals is just how deep-
rooted and institutionalised this state largesse is. The BJP 
leaders have claimed that even in the previous Congress 
governments in the state, jobs would be distributed through 
local patron-client networks. While this is probably true, 
it’s the scale and brazenness with which the well-oiled 
operation was conducted after the BJP came to power in 
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VYAPAM scAM

Vyapam Scandal, the biggest-ever of Independent India 
which has taken place in the admissions and placement 

of government jobs by the Madhya Pradesh government 
under Chief Minister, Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan has 
proved to be one of the most notorious and gruesome 
scandals.  

After the lid has been blown over and no fruitful result 
reached by the SIT and the STF, formed by the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court, the Congress Party repeatedly urged 
the Chief Minister for a CBI inquiry after suspicions deaths 
of those who were involved in the Vyapam case as also of 
a journalist who was investigating a Vyapam-related death.

The Congress has listed some important questions that need 
to be answered.

  “Undisputably; no independent, fair, free and impartial 
investigation to unearth the kingpin and guilty in mother of 
all  ‘AdmissionsJobs Scam’ of the country   ‘Vyapam’, can be 
done until Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan is removed as Chief 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh.

  Facts and documents in public domain now prove that 
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan has misled on facts, protected 
the guilty, refused to take action against the accused and 
permitted ‘Vyapam Scam’ to happen year-after-year between 
2009 to 2013 despite the lid having been blown in 2009 itself.

 This conduct of Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan is established 
from the following:-

1.  On 31.03.2011, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, as Medical 
Education Minister gave a written reply in Madhya Pradesh 
Vidhan Sabha to the effect that no fake candidate had been 
identified. On the contrary, an FIR dated 19.11.2009 had 
already been lodged in Police Station, Maharana Pratap 
Nagar, Bhopal by Shri Nitin Mahendra by identifying 40 

VyAPAM : 
ADMIssIOns  
jObs sCAM

fake candidates. Once fake candidates were clearly identified 
and even an FIR lodged was by ‘Vyapam’ authorities itself, 
why was Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan clearly misleading the 
Vidhan Sabha as also people at large?

2.  Once again, on 12.07.2011, a question was asked in Madhya 
Pradesh Vidhan Sabha with regard to fake candidates as also 
cancellation of their candidature and registration of FIRs. 
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan replied as Medical Education 
Minister and again stated that ‘information was being 
collected’, thereby misleading the legislature as also general 
public. On the contrary, FIRs had already been lodged on 
30.05.2011 in Indore, 06.06.2011 in Bhopal, 17.06.2011 in 
Jabalpur and 24.06.2011 in Gwalior against various fake 
candidates appearing through ‘Vyapam’. Attempt was clear 
and unequivocal on part of Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan  
mislead and dupe the Vidhan Sabha as also the people.

3.  On 23.02.2012, Chief Minister  Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
replied to the Vidhan Sabha to the effect that ‘photographs 
and signatures of all the fake Vyapam candidates are being 
verified through Central Forensic Science Laboratory, 
Hyderabad’.

On the contrary, truth is that no such documents were 
received for comparison and verification by Central Forensic 
Science Laboratory, Hyderabad or Central Forensic Science 
Laboratory, Chandigarh. These replies have been received in 
RTI filed by Shri Ashish Chaturvedi.

Question is that if no such photographs or signatures were 
ever received by Central Forensic Science Laboratory, 
Hyderabad or Central Forensic Science Laboratory, 
Chandigarh; why was Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
misleading the legislature and people?

4.   It has always been alleged that Chief Minister - Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has protected the officers/officials 
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2003, which is staggering.

Whether chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan or his family 
members are directly involved is yet unproven, although it 
is tough to believe that he was unaware of such massive 
irregularities. But that one minister is in jail and several 
other key officials are under scrutiny is an indictment of 
his claims to provide a clean and purposive government. 
His eventual decision to hand over the matter to the CBI is, 
in that sense, too little, too late.

Even more glaringly, Vyapam conclusively dents the BJP’s 
slogan of being a ‘party with a difference’. For what is 
becoming increasingly apparent is that Vyapam had the 
blessings of the local Sangh parivar leadership in a state 
where the RSS has traditionally enjoyed greater influence 
than in other parts of the country. It appears that the 
saffron parivar has learnt how to wield the power game for 
enriching its own. The next time the prime minister claims 
‘na khaoonga, na khane doonga’, he might want to make a 
trip to rural Madhya Pradesh.

Post-script: That despite many mysterious deaths, it has 
taken the tragic death of a journalist to focus prime time 
media attention on Vyapam says a lot about contemporary 
news media. In a TRP-driven world, LaMo and his celebrity 
contacts were seen as box office. By contrast, who really 
cared for a scam whose Hindi acronym is the decidedly 
non-attractive Vyavsayik Pariksha Mandal? v

Author is a senior journalist and an author.

Courtesy: Hindustan Times (Delhi)

guilty of the gigantic fraud and corruption in ‘Vyapam’. Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and BJP have always denied this fact.

A reply dated 16.03.2012 by Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan in 
Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha. In the reply, Shri Chouhan 
has clearly stated that while 114 candidates were found fake 
in ‘Vyapam’ but no administrative officer or employee is 
responsible for the fraud and corruption in ‘Vyapam’.

Can any reasonable person believe that Vyapam fraud was 
happening on its own without complicity of any single 
employee or officer or protection of the political executive? 
Complicity at the highest level for protecting the guilty is, 
thus, clearly established.

5.  Admittedly, 1,40,000 jobs were given/appointments made 
through ‘Vyapam’ between 2008 and 2013.

Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan has himself admitted on the 
floor of Vidhan Sabha on 15.01.2014 that 1,000 appointments 
made through ‘Vyapam’ were fraudulent. 

While the true import of fraud and corruption in 
appointments made through ‘Vypaam is manifold, why has 
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan not proceeded to identify these 
1,000 fraudulent appointments till today? Why were these 
employees not removed from service and criminal cases 
lodged against them? Why were those responsible for these 
1000 fraudulent appointment, as admitted by Chief Minister  
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan himself, not identified and 
punished? It, thus, signifies that there was complicity at all 
levels from top to bottom.

6.   Admittedly, houses of Dr. Sudhir Sharma and Shri 
Suryavanshi were raided by Income Tax department in 
2011. A detailed analysis report  internal assessment report 
- was prepared by Department of Income Tax. Dr. Sudhir 
Sharma is head of VNS Group of Institutions, where most 
of the admissions to MBBS and other categories are made 
through ‘Vyapam’. It may be noted that Dr. Sudhir Sharma 
was responsible for appointment of Shri Pankaj Trivedi as 
Controller of Examinations in ‘Vyapam’. Toward the end of 
the report, mention is also made of Shri Sanjiv Aggarwal 
of Sagar Group of Educational Institutions and Shri Sunil 
Dadhir, Truba Group of Educational Institutions. It is clearly 
stated therein that they were making payments to Shri 
Mohar Singh who was in personal staff of Shri Laxmikant 
Sharma Minister, former Higher Education Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh.

Shockingly, a report discloses that Dr. Sudhir Sharma and 
others were making payments for the following:-

(i)  Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,  Union Minister for 
Petroleum;

(ii) Shri Prabhat Jha, National Vice-President, BJP and his 
sons - Shri Tushmul Jha and Shri Ayatan Jha; 

(iii) Shri Suresh Soni, Sah-Sar-Sangh Chalak;

(iv) Shri Anil Dave, Rajya Sabha MP of BJP.

Complicity of entire BJP leadership with deep-rooted links 
to RSS in ‘Vyapam Scam’ is, thus, writ large. Only alternative 
is a Supreme Court monitored CBI investigation after 
removing Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

In light of the latest revelations, Shri Dharmander Pradhan, 
Union Cabinet Minister should also be immediately 
removed. Will Prime Minister - Shri Narendra Modi and 
BJP President  Shri Amit Shah now take action against Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan?”   v

DIffEREnT PLOTs, sIMILAR MOTIVEs

continued from page 18



Congress sandesh | 21 |  JUly 2015

VIEW POInt

Besides cuts in state funding which is a critical area of concern, 
the BJP-led government’s overall approach to education is 
destructive of autonomy, creativity and diversity.

Not a single Indian institution of higher learning figures 
in the list of top 200 universities prepared by The Times 

Higher Education Supplement. These dismal rankings are quite 
often taken as a measure of the crisis of higher education in 
India, notwithstanding the obvious limitations of the ranking 
exercise. But all is not well with Indian universities.

So far, the Narendra Modi government has done very little to 
address the crisis in higher education. The government started 
on a controversial note. Prime Minister Modi’s selection to head 
the Ministry of Human Resources and Development (HRD) 
raised questions about the importance of education under this 
dispensation as it showed scant regard for education in spite of 
the fact that the Sangh Parivar takes education very seriously.

Lower budgetary allocation
The government’s first Budget has not delivered achhe din for 
higher education in the country. The Union Budget for 2015-16 
has reduced funds for higher education to the tune of Rs.3,900 
crore in its revised budget estimates for the financial year 2014-
15. The government has revised the figure to Rs.13,000 crore, 
as against Rs.16,900 crore for the plan allocation. The overall 
education budget of the Modi government is down from 
Rs.82,771 crore to Rs.69,074 crore. The government has also 
revised allocation for the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan 
(RUSA)   which is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS), 
launched in 2013 that aims at providing strategic funding to 
eligible state higher educational institutions   to Rs.397 crore as 
against Rs.2,200 crore in the original Budget.

Despite the trend of passing on the responsibility of education 
to the private sector, there is a strong case to expand state 
funding of education. The role of publicly funded education in 
the democratisation of access to higher education in India is 
indisputable. Treating the higher education system as a public 
good, the Indian state has been successful in providing access 
to institutions of higher learning to many groups which were 
hitherto not able to access it. This is only possible if there is 
adequate state funding and public regulation for the entire 
system of education from school to university. Far from 
expanding publicly funded universities with an increase in 
budgetary allocation of education, state funding is being steadily 
withdrawn from education in general and higher education in 
particular so that private capital, both Indian and foreign, can 

be encouraged. The privatisation of higher 
education is now an irreversible trend in 
India, where a majority of the institutions 
have been established by the private sector. 
In the midst of this trend, it is the arts and 
humanities that are being pushed aside.

Move towards centralization
Besides cuts in state funding which is a 
critical area of concern, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led government’s overall approach to education is 
destructive of autonomy, creativity and diversity. The manner 
in which the state is intervening in higher education is causing 
concern among both teachers and students. There are alarming 
proposals to change the very nature of higher education. The 
most disturbing is the proposal to revive the Central Universities 
Act of 2009 which will require the Central universities to follow 
a common admission procedure and common syllabus. Even 
though the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) regime and the 
current National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government 
have been remarkably similar in their desire to introduce 
changes in the higher education system, most of the UPA’s 
major proposals got drowned in the Parliament logjam which 
continued till the last session of the 15th Lok Sabha. Also, there 
was some debate and opposition within the UPA government 
which could be another reason why the government couldn’t 
implement its agenda. This government is pursuing the reform 
agenda much more aggressively leaving little scope for dissent 
and disagreement.

The Central University (CU) Act seeks to replace the existing 
Central universities with one single Act which would 
require all universities to follow a “common” admission and 
“common” syllabus along with “transferable” faculty. India’s 
higher education system, serving a large and heterogeneous 
population, should ideally support a diverse and decentralised 
system. However, the CU Act will do the opposite; it aims at 
centralisation and homogenisation, ignoring the specificities 
and uniqueness of each university. Each University’s Act has 
a specific context and mandate, and each has developed its 
own pattern of knowledge production and reproduction. For 
example, the Delhi University Act (1922) was in response to the 
need to provide for the educational needs of an emerging India 
and incorporates a wide college network. The founding ideas 
of the Jawaharlal Nehru University, on the other hand are quite 
different from other institutions. The impulse for the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) Act (1966) was to institutionalise the 
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values and vision of “national integration, scientific temper, 
and humanism”. These Acts have shaped their curriculum, 
academic ethos, teaching and research. Nullifying these Acts 
would be a blow against diversity and pluralism as well as 
to minimum autonomy without which a university cannot 
function and flourish. It will narrow the space for innovation 
and create a teaching culture where creativity and critical 
thinking will be curbed.

no academic logic
The Ministry of HRD’s idea of “reform” is an egregious attempt 
to standardise higher education and research by introducing 
a common framework for Central universities based on the 
myth that uniformity will equalise quality and skills across 
universities. It is not at all clear that uniformity will help in 
upgrading new universities or the State universities, which is 
the ostensible aim of this exercise.

Some of the good universities such as JNU or the Ambedkar 
University, Delhi, are successful precisely because they value 
heterogeneity and variation so that creativity and innovation can 
thrive. Many Central universities reflect India’s extraordinary 
diversity in their faculty composition and student body, and, 
above all, they offer very different syllabi and courses which 
has helped in their academic growth. The CU Act advocates 
transfer of faculty between universities. Nowhere in the world 
are “transfers” between institutions practised. There is no 
academic logic here. Besides, transfers increase the possibility 
of vindictiveness as it can be used as a punitive measure to 
silence dissent and independent voices.

It is evident that the government is eager to control and direct 
universities both at the Central and State level. For this the HRD 
Minister is pushing the idea of a Choice-Based Credit System 
(CBCS), first mooted by her predecessor, Murli Manohar 
Joshi, during the term of NDA-I, which would have a serious 
impact on the country’s education system. The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) has formulated the new proposals 
for a CBCS, a common entrance test and a central ranking 
system ignoring the assurances given by the government 
and the UGC that it would hold wide consultations with all 
stakeholders before undertaking any subsequent educational 
reforms. A common syllabus is neither desirable nor feasible 
as this will diminish creativity and lower standards in order to 
conform to common standards. We need a university system 
that encourages diversity and decentralisation, not one that 
centralises authority or enforces lifeless uniformity.

Even as the government has set the ball rolling for unveiling 
a new national education policy, there is no public debate 
or consultation at the behest of the Ministry. Major changes 
are being initiated and pushed without actually consulting 
the professionals involved even though there is growing 

unease and opposition within Central universities to the new 
education policy and the manner in which the exercise is being 
done. So far, the MHRD’s consultations have been limited 
to posting information and asking people to post comments 
and filling out a  mygov.in  survey on higher education on 
the Ministry’s website. The public was given a period of one 
month for responding to the “major reforms”. Would any half-
serious attempt at reform of the education system treat such 
momentous changes in this manner?

The right-wing agenda
The common syllabi system has to be seen in the context of 
attempts to saffronise the education sector, particularly at a time 
when the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is spearheading 
the agenda of the present government. Even though the right-
wing intelligentsia has failed to provide a credible account of 
India’s past and present, the Sangh Parivar is nevertheless busy 
reorganising educational syllabi to reflect a view of history and 
society gleaned from mythology and religious texts, in effect 
giving an open licence to fantasise history. Within weeks of 
forming the government, the RSS held a meeting with the HRD 
Minister where it pushed for introduction of moral education, 
correcting distorted history being taught in educational 
institutions and giving proper representation to forgotten idols 
of the country from the pre- and post-Independence era. RSS 
ideologue, Dinanath Batra, unambiguously stated this: Political 
change has taken place, now there should be total revamp 
of education. Activists of Batra’s Shiksha Bachao Andolan 
are reportedly firming up recommendations for a revamp of 
education; they believe the formal education system needs 
some key changes: a greater emphasis on Indian knowledge 
traditions and a blending of the material and the spiritual in 
the curriculum.

Leaders of the BJP are on record announcing their intention 
to change the textbooks and syllabus. The larger Sangh agenda 
includes substantive changes both in the content of education 
and appointments in prestigious institutions. Their aim is 
to influence their working to reflect the Sangh’s agenda by 
making key appointments of persons belonging to the RSS and 
affiliate bodies in various institutions like the Indian Council 
of Historical Research (ICHR), the Indian Council of Social 
Science Research (ICSSR), the Nehru Memorial Museum 
& Library (NMML), the Indian Institutes of Technology, the 
Central universities, the National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT) and the State Council of 
Educational Research and Training (SCERT), etc, who will 
loyally execute such changes. Many of them will exercise 
influence on public policy, and will do so not due to their 
scholarship, but due to their proximity to the RSS. v

(Author is a former Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, is 
ICSSR National Fellow, Council for Social Development, New 

Delhi.)
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Unlike capitalist economies, the framer of the 
Indian Constitution adopted a solemn document 
for governance, to equalize and reduce disparities 

between the Rich and the Poor. This unique document 
recognized the fundamental rights of the citizens and also 
prescribed the parameters under the ‘directive principles of 
state policy’ as a model welfare state. The central and state 
governments under the leadership of Congress party framed 
policies for the benefit of poorer section of the society but 
the conflict between these two classes has always dominated 
Indian polity.

Right to acquire, hold and dispose the property, be it 
agricultural or residential land, was specifically made part 
of the fundamental rights under Constitution of India. 
Such rights are basically human rights. It is well known and 
acknowledged, at all times that land is a stable asset and a 
backbone of the family. No one wants to part with or sell 
land at any cost.  Such valuable asset is inherited generation 
to generation after generation. 

As long as, it was part of fundamental rights, deprivation 
of proprietary rights and possession could face serious 
challenge of being in violation of fundamental rights and 
livelihood directly before the Apex court to put a hold on 
such acquisitions.   

What made Janta Dal alliance in 1979 to take away 
such valuable rights of people of India by bringing 44th 
Constitutional amendment? It was in June, 1977 Janta Dal 
alliance Came to power at the Centre, with 298 seats. Late 
Shri Morarji Bhai Desai, was the Prime Minister, who was 
known for his pro-rich policies, when this amendment was 
carried out. Such rights were deleted from the category of 
fundamental rights and a separate chapter outside of part III 
was added thereby substantially diluting the rights of people.  

This regressive step of Janta Dal regime, having far reaching 
consequences has not been realized by people of India, who 
remained unmindful of the fact that individual’s right to 
acquire, hold and dispose of property and recourse to law 
has been taken away by this drastic action.

The history and experience of land acquisitions in India 
is not too far long, to be forgotten. Our experiences about 

acquisitions in rural and urban areas 
would reveal that it created disparities 
and resulted in uprooting the farmers 
and every one sustaining on it, enriching 
another section. Farmers were pushed 
to litigation, fighting in courts for years 
after years for compensation, with 
no hope for a house. In the 2nd phase 
of acquisition the shops and houses 
in urban areas were acquired and the 
people, whether be it an owner, a tenant or an employee are 
visibly loitering on the roads struggling for their survival. The 
LAC will take years to determine compensation and further 
more to decide claims for entitlement. Rounds after rounds 
of litigation is all about it. Their lives end with the misery, 
but nobody is either conscious or bothered about it. Even the 
courts are insensitive of their plait. 

The constitutional amendment opened a flood gate for 
acquisition of land even at the cost of livelihood of their 
families. No person may be reluctant to part land, if required 
for school, collage, roads, hospital etc but not to hand over 
to private players, having more vested interest than public 
interest and without being adequately rehabilitated. Over 
the years the definition of public purpose has undergone sea 
change creating many interests. 

In this scenario Act 2013, can be described as a piece of 
legislative revolution, a multi dimensional law to safeguard 
the interest of farmers, farm labor and other affected persons, 
without compromising on public health, environment 
and food security,  which are matters of great national 
concern.Why fertile, prime irrigated land should at all be 
acquired, unless there are very compelling and unavoidable 
requirement?

Modiji claims very friendly with China. Let him learn 
from them.  They strictly enforce their policy not to allow 
agricultural land for any other purpose. Their vision and 
priority is food requirement of their people. We in India, 
during initial years of independence, were dependent on PL- 
480.  When we faced severe drought for continuously 2 years 
US refused to oblige. Although, Pandit Nehru, earlier made 
effort to improve irrigation by taking personal pains still the 
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yield was not sufficient. 

A visionary, as she was, Indiraji and scientist like Dr. 
Swaminathan developed Mexican variety of wheat (dwarf) in 
Indian condition which resulted in Green Revolution. Our 
food production jumped to 264 MT in 2013 but compared 
to China their production is much higher at 450 MT in 2013. 
Ironically, their population growth is@ 1% whereas, we are 
on fast track @ 1.6%. With this speed, we will go ahead of 
China when our production will be scarce. 

This seems to be the underlying idea to introduce chapter 
III, under 2013 Act, which prohibits acquisition of irrigated 
multi-cropped land except in exceptional circumstances, 
as a last resort. Still if the land is acquired, then equivalent 
area of wasteland has to be developed compulsorily. Late 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi advocated for acquisition of barren lands 
for development. He even proposed to develop desert areas. 
But why everyone wants prime and fertile land? If we read 
between the lines,  the land ordinance 2015 ( section 10A) 
excludes  5 listed purposes from application of chapter III 
of  2013 Act which includes industrial corridor up to  one 
kilometer on both sides of designated rail lines or roads, 
obviously high ways and PPP projects.

Similarly, the ordinance excludes applicability of chapter 
II of 2013 Act (Determination of social impact and public 
purpose), an exhaustive and time barred Social Impact 
assessment study which is in public domain and transparent.  
The study relates to factors whether it will serve public 
purpose, estimate of number of affected families and likely 
to be displaced, proposed land is absolutely bare minimum, 
comparison of project cost vis a vis the benefit of project and 
a study of extent of lands, public and pvt., houses, settlements 
and other common properties likely to be affected by the 
project. More our, Environmental Impact study is mandatory 
to be conducted simultaneous to maintain public health.

Over and above, the Government is obliged to consider 
various components like livelihood of affected families, 
anganwadis, children parks, tribal institutions and other 
public matters. Emphasis is equally on to ameliorative 
measures for affected persons. These step are curtailed and 
norms for equal balancing of hardships remains an illusory. 

The sale of fertile irrigated land even at the cost of allurement for 
more money is dangerous. Such deals are not in public interest 
and the consent clause of 80% in case of private companies 
and 70% of affected persons in case of PPP was an essential 
check and deterrent. This rider has been made inapplicable. 
Shockingly, the definition of ‘Private Company’ has been 
substituted by’ Private Entity’ which includes a partnership 
and proprietorship firm, as if the land is available for sale like 
vegetables. Let people alone realize and save themselves. 

Those who wants to teach new lessons of growth and 
developments, must do some introspection. Modiji 
gave a call for adoption of one village which is nothing 
but farce.Sustainable development has to be planned 
comprehensively, as per the prevailing conditions of 
the areas and surroundings, like a hospital, college and 

AnALYsIs

COnGREss PREsIDEnT’s MEssAGE On 
nAbAKALEbARA 

The nabakalebara
Nabakalebara is a celebration of the ancient 

ritual associated with most of the Jagannath 
Temples when the idols of Lord Jagannath, 
Balabhadra,  Subhadra  and  Sudarshan  are 

replaced by new idols; the last such 
festival was held in 1996. It is a festival 
the time of which is chosen according 
to the  Hindu Calendar  conforming 

to the astrological planetary positions. The festival 
during 2015 involves several schedules, and it 
started from 23 March with BanajagaYatra  (a 
process of search to select the  neem tree  to make 
new idols to replace the old ones) and will conclude 
with  Rathayatra  followed  Sunabesa  (adorning the new 
idols of gods with golden attire) on 27 July, with many 
other rituals being held in-between on specific dates.  
More than 5 million devotees are expected to participate 
in these rituals held in and around the temple complex 
of the Jagannath Temple, Puri, Odisha. 

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has extended 
her greetings on the occasion of Navakalebar Rath Yatra. 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi hoped that Bhagwan Jagannath’s 
blessings will bring peace, progress and prosperity to all 
of us. 

In another message, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said “My best wishes on the auspicious occasion 
of Jagannath Rath Yatra. May Lord Jagannath shower his 
blessings on all of us”. v

continued on page 50
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BLAcK MOnEY JUMLA
During the run up to the polls, BJP successively quantified 
the black money stashed abroad as nearly 85 lakh crores. 
Reinforcing this chant, then BJP President, Shri Rajnath 
Singh on 17th April, 2014 promised that “Black money 
would be brought back within 
100 days if the party is voted to 
power”. Shri Narendra Modi, 
Shri Rajnath Singh and Shri 
Arun Jaitley described the 
non- disclosure of names of 
black money account holders 
by Congress as betrayal of the 
nation. 

After coming to power – 
1. On 171h Oct, 2014, BJP’s Union Government, through an 
Affidavit filed in Supreme Court, stated that it is unable to 
disclose the names of account holders since it was bound by 
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DT AAs). 

2. 171h Oct, 2014 Affidavit also stated that if the Government 
disclosed the names of the black money account holders, 
it will violate “international standards on maintaining 
confidentiality” and the same will result in lowering of 
rating of India.

Remark: In reply to Government’s Affidavit, Supreme Court 
said: Why are you holding protective umbrella for these 
people? 

3. On 2nd November, 2014, Shri Narendra Modi, while 

addressing “Maan ki Baat”, denied that he is not aware about 
the amount of black money at all and cannot quantify it. 

4. On 51h February, 2015, BJP President, Shri Amit Shah 
said - BJP’s promise to bring back Black Money was a 
political jumla’.

Now coming to the actual 
developments: 

The Promise of BJP was 
to ‘recover’ black money 
stashed abroad. However, 
nothing done so far.
1. Not a single rupee has 

come to India since Modi Government took over. 

2. Not even a single Double Taxation A voidance 
Agreements (DT AA) has been signed by the BJP after 
coming to power. (DT AAs enable 2 countries to share 
information regarding account holders wealth of their 
respective citizens/ it curbs black money transaction). 

 For the reasons best known only to the Government, 
Modi Government has failed to avail Germany’s offer 
to share information about the 1400 Liechtenstein Bank 
account holders. This is despite the Supreme Court 
specifically pointing out the same in para 64 & 65 of its 
judgement on black money.

•	 Whereas,	the	same	offer	has	been	availed	by	USA	and	it	
has used this information to collect penalties from banks 
& has also made the names of black money account 

congress sandesh is publishing the “report card” on “Ek saal desh Badhaal”  
released by AIcc on 26th May 2015 on completetion of one year of Modi Government.

this is being published in three parts the second part is appearing below in this issue.
- Editor

First promise to all Indians made 
by Shri Narendra Modi was to bring 

back black money and deposit Rs. 
15 lakhs in every Indian’s account.
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holder ‘public’?

3. Shri Arun Jaitley on 5th May, 2015 informed the Rajya 
Sabha that “the Government has no official estimation of 
the amount of black money stashed abroad black money 
taken out of country.” 

 He further added that “No black money account details 
have been provided by Switzerland, UK or Spain”.

4. In October, 2014 Shri Jaitley said that disclosing names 
of black money account holders before prosecuting 
them will deter the investigations in view of the Double 
Taxation A voidance Agreements (DTAA) signed with 
foreign countries.

6. However, on 1st May 2015 - Shri Jaitley revealed that 
121 new prosecutions have been filed by the tax 
department. We want to ask the Finance Minister that 
what is deterring him now to reveal these names!? Has 
he forgotten that when BJP was in opposition it wanted 
all names to be public!

It seems the intent of this Government is to save some big 
names from being tarnished.

Or is this another political jumla? If such 
prosecutions have been filed then nothing legally 
stops this Government from making the names 
public. 
sOcIAL sEctOr scHEMEs rAVAGEd 
BY FInAncIAL cUts
^^dksjiksjsV dk lkFk & [kqn dk fodkl**

Shri Narendra Modi’s ‘Suit Boot Ki Sarkar’ is mercilessly 
demolishing the edifice of India’s foundational values of 
inclusive and equitable development in its insatiable quest 
to appease a few crony capitalists and trading partners. 
Modi government has slashed ‘Social Sector Spending’ by 
a whopping Rs.l,75,122 crore in one year alone - by way 
of Shockingly, these cuts have been unabatedly applied to 
areas/sectors which are integral DNA of India’s intrinsic 
fabric, such as Women & Child Development, Agriculture, 
Irrigation, Panchayati Raj, Education, Health, Housing, 

Rs.66,222 crore cut in grants on ‘Social See Schemes’, 
Rs.5,900 crore cut by closing down ‘Backward Regions 
Grant Fund’ and Rs. l ,03,000 crore cut by not implementing 
the ‘Food Security Programme’ aimed at 67% of population. 

Swacchh Bharat Abhiyaan, Welfare of Schedule Castes and 
Tribals, and Backward Regions Fund etc. Qua teeming 
millions of India, BJP government is following a ‘MODI 
policy ‘Moneyed Only - Deprived Ignored’.

some of the appalling reductions are 

1. ‘Agriculture and Irrigation’ contributing 17% of GDP, 
engaging 49% of India’s workforce and 62.5% of India’s 
population has been worst hit by ‘Modimonics of crony 
capitalism’. ‘Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna’ has seen a 
reduction in funds to the extent of Rs.7,426.50 crore. 
‘Animal Husbandry and Dairy Vikas’ has seen a reduction in 
funds to the extent of Rs.685 crore. ‘Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchai Yojna’ has seen a reduction in funds to the extent of 
Rs.8,156.22 crore. Funds for ‘National Livelihood Mission’ 
have been reduced by Rs.l,632.50 crore.

Not surprisingly, agricultural growth has gone down from 
4.7% in 2013-14 to 1.1% in 2014-15 under BJP government 
(Economic Survey 2015). Area under cultivation has gone 
down by 33.22 lakh hectares in 2014-15 and total grain output 
is likely to go down from 2650 lakh metric ton in 2013-14 
to under 2500 lakh metric ton in 2014-15. Even agricultural 
exports that increased under Congress rule from USD 7.5 
billion in 2002-03 to USD 42.6 billion in 2013-14 will see a 
drop of over 25% under Modi Government. 

2. Insensitivity towards welfare of scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes is the professed policy of Modi 
Government. Not surprising that the only Ordinance issued 
by previous Congress Government that was allowed to be 
lapsed and not re-promulgated by current BJP government 
was ‘The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Amendment Ordinance, 2014’, which envisaged 
speedy and expeditious disposal of SC/ST cases by an 
exclusive Special Court at District level, appointment of an 
exclusive Public Prosecutor and punishment for new offences 
like garlanding with footwear, compelling to dispose or carry 
human or animal carcasses, attempting to promote feeling of 
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Having promised ^^lcdk lkFk & lcdk 
fodkl** and ^^vPNs fnu**] Shri Narendra 
Modi’s only policy is ^^dksjiksjsV dk lkFk 

& [kqn dk fodkl**
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ill will against SCs/STs, imposing or threatening a social or 
economic boycott etc. 

Even the funds for Scheduled Castes Sub Plan have been 
reduced by Rs.13,208 crore and for Tribal Sub Plan have been 
reduced by Rs.7,714 crore.

3. ‘Panchayati raj and its institutions’ are the last mile 
connectivity of our democracy. Budget of Panchayati Raj 
institutions has been reduced by Rs.3,306 crore i.e. by 98.6%. 
Modi Government’s allocation to Panchayati Raj Institutions 
is a trifle pittance of Rs. 94.75 crore only.

MGNREGA has been described as a ‘colossal failure’ by none 
less than Shri Narendra Modi on the floor of Parliament. No 
wonder that Government of India is systematically killing 
MGNREGA by a concerted design in shape of not releasing 
funds to the States. Even for year 2014-15, Government of 
India has not released over Rs.6,000 crore to the States. Net 
result is failure of States to take up new projects and provide 
employment in the current year.

4. ‘Women & child development’ is the biggest casualty. 
Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) aimed at 
health and nutrition of millions of children and lactating 
mothers has seen a reduction of Rs.9,858 crore. So much 
so that BJP’s Union Women & Child Development Minister 
has written a letter dated 27th April, 2015 to Union Finance 
Minister stating- 

“This may result in a situation where the focus is lost on 
critical programmes related to malnutrition of children...... 
Nutrition for pregnant and lactating mothers I am afraid 
to point out that political fall out of such a situation can be 
grave.” – Smt. Maneka Gandhi. 

5. ‘Education’ has become the last priority of Modi 
Government. Funds for Education have been reduced by 
Rs.14,088.59 crore (Primary Education - Rs. 10,186 crore, 
Secondary Education Rs.l,422 crore and Higher Education 
- Rs.l,479 crore). Modi Government has also abolished the 
scheme for granting Central assistance for setting up of 6,000 
Model Schools to be set up at Block level across the country. 

6. ‘Health’, a primary fundamental for Nation’s growth, has 
been hit by Modi Government’s reckless apathy. Funds for 
‘National Health Mission’ have been reduced by Rs.3,650 
crore. Funds for ‘National AIDS and STD Programme’ stand 
cut by Rs.392 crore and for ‘Ayush’ by Rs.64 crore.

7. Housing - As per Government estimates, present housing 
shortage is around 18.7 crore units in urban areas, which 
is likely to increase to 30 crore units by 2022. On June 11, 
2014; Shri Narendra Modi promised ‘Housing for all by 2022’. 
Contrary to his own promise, he reduced funds allocation for 
‘Housing’ by Rs.4,376 crore. 

8. ‘swacchh Bharat Abhiyaan’ - On October 02, 2014; Prime 
Minister launched ‘Swacchh Bharat Abhiyaan’ with great 
fanfare and lots of photo opportunities and newspapers 
publicity. Same was the case for ‘Drinking Water’ and 
‘Sanitation’. Modi Government has, however, reduced 
allocated funds for ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan’ (including 
Drinking Water and Sanitation) by Rs.9,025 crore.

9. ‘Backward regions Grant Fund’ was constituted to 
address not only regional imbalance in identified backward 
districts but also to ensure direct development in Naxal 
affected areas. Modi Government has shut down the scheme 
and consequently denied the yearly allocation of Rs.5,900 
crore.

10. Abrogating Food security. Congress Government 
enacted National Food Security Act to guarantee 5 kg 
foodgrain per person per day at a price of Rs.2/- per kg to 
67% of India’s population. Out of 29 States and 7 Union 
Territories, i.e. 36 in total, identification of beneficiaries has 
been completed only in six States.

Modi Government has extended the time limit for 
implementation of Food Security Act three times by a 
period of six months each i.e. upto 4th October, 2015. Prime 
Minister constituted a single member committee known as 
‘Shanta Kumar Committee’ to review the Food Security Act. 
Senior BJP leader, Shri Shanta Kumar stated that Congress 
had enacted a ‘Vote Security Bill’ and not a ‘Food Security 
Bill. He further stated that, “We knew we were going to 
form the government. Our government will be formed 
and we shall change the law.” Shanta Kumar Committee 
suggested reduction of beneficiaries from 67% to 40% as also 
conducting purchase of foodgrain only equivalent to that 
required in PDS quota.

According to Food Ministry’s bulletin of December, 2014, 
allocation of 388 lakh tons of foodgrain has been made for 
the States. This is same as it was before the Food Security 
Act was enacted showing the intent of Government in 
not implementing the Food Security Legislation. Net 
consequence is saving of subsidy of Rs.l,03,000 crore by Modi 
Government by denying Right to Food to India’s population. 

MIsMAnAGEMEnt OF EcOnOMY
“Shri Narendra Modi came to power in 2014 riding on the 

Modi Government has extended the 
time limit for implementation of Food 
Security Act three times by a period of 

six months.
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promises of ‘Acchhe Din’, Good Governance, Ease of doing 
Business, 10% GDP growth, Creation of 10 crore Jobs in five 
years, Digital India, Promising Remunerative Crop Prices 
to Farmers by calculating cost + 50% profit, Reduction of 
inflation and a new Economic Vision.

‘catch Headline Government’ vs. ‘catch Investment 
Government’

Congress laid Solid Economic Foundation

•	Contrary	to	high	decibel	malicious	campaign	of	BJP	as	also	
global recession, India witnessed highest ever economic 
growth during 10 years of Congress-UPA rule i.e. 2004-2014.

•	Indian	 economy	 grew	 at	 an	 astounding	 average	 of	 7.6%.	
Investment as a percentage of GDP grew by 35.5%.

•	Per	capita	income	rose	three-fold	from	Rs.	24,143	in	2004	to	
Rs. 68,747 in 2012.

•	Industry	 grew	 at	 7.7%.	 Service	 sector	 grew	 at	 9.5%	 and	
agriculture grew at 4.1%.

•	Foreign	exchange	Reserve	grew	from	USD	11	billion	in	2003-
04 to USD 300 billion in 2013-14 i.e. a threefold increase. 
India attracted USD 318 billion of Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI) between 2004-2014.

•	Merchandise	exports	grew	from	USD	64	billion	to	USD	315	
billion in 10 years.

•	Foodgrain	 production	 increased	 from	 213	million	 tons	 to	
236 million tons and agriculture exports jumped from USD 
7.5 billion in 2002-03 to USD 42.6 billion in 2013-14. Rural 
wages increased @ 17.5% per annum.

•	Expenditure	 on	 social	 services	 as	 a	 proportion	 of	 total	
expenditure of government during 10 years of UPA was 25% 
reflecting commitment for social inclusion.

•	Multiple	 rights-based	 legislations	 and	 schemes	 ensure	
financial inclusion and a social safety net resulting in lifting 
a historic 14 crore people out of poverty bracket within 10 
years.

•	Foreign	Direct	 Investment	 and	 Reforms.	 10	 years	 of	 UPA	
saw raised FDI as follows:-

I. 100% FDI in roads, ports and power.

II. 100% FDI in telecom

III. 100% FDI in single brand retail with FIPB permission

IV. 100% FDI in assets reconstruction firms tea-plantation 
and courier services

V. 40% FDI in oil refinery, commodity bourses, power 
exchanges and clearing corporations.

VI. 49% FDI in insurance

VII. 49% FDI in Airlines

BJP splutters, stutters and squanders the 
Opportunity
nothing depicts it more than the following indices 

Modi Government lacks the ‘economic vision’, ‘fiscal 
direction’ and ‘financial astuteness’ to propel India on a 
growth trajectory. Even senior BJP leader and Mr. Modi’s 
advisor, shri Arun shourie has clearly adjudged the 
government as ‘lacking financial direction’. 

1. Corporate and Industries losing confidence in Modi magic

•	India	Inc	appears	to	lose	confidence	in	‘Modi	Governemnt’s	
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Shri Narendra Modi spoke to 
economists and industry watchers 
about a new ‘Economic Blueprint’ 

for India. A year has since passed by. 
‘Economic Blueprint’ has turned out 
to be a ‘Headline Management Print’. 

An insatiable quest for ‘personal 
propaganda’, ‘event management’ 
and ‘attractive slogans’ has made 

Modi Government as ‘catch headline’ 
government rather than ‘catch 

investment’ government.

Congress Party calls upon the People 
of India to unite and stand in steadfast 
opposition to a regressive, retrograde 
and anti-poor Modi Government that 
only believes in & ^^ckrksa dk O;kikj vkSj 

>wB dk izpkj**A
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‘real time delivery’ then ‘rhetoric’, India definitely wants Shri 
Narendra Modi to affect ‘Delivery’ than ‘Dialogue’, Captains 
of industry are express serious concerns. Shri Deepak 
Parikh, Chairman of HDFC Bank recently said, “Nothing 
has changed the ground” in terms of ease of doing business. 
HSBC India Chief, Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, has said “I needs 
to build confidence of industry. Government not connecting 
enough with industry.”

 746 Major Projects – 161 in Government Sector and 585 in 
Private Sectors worth Lakh of Crores are stalled for the last 
one year

•	Growth	 in	 eight	 core	 industrial	 sectors	 is	 down	 to	 3.5%	
in 2014-15 i.e. lowest in last 17 months. (Coal, Crude Oil, 
Natural Gas, Refinery, Fertilizer, Electricity, Steel). Cement 
Industry has seen zero growth in December quarter with 
net profit slipping by 26%. In March, 2015, Cement Industry 
saw a reduction in output of 4.2%. Engineering companies 
are seeing zero increase in sales. Real Estate Sector is seeing 
negative growth. Index 0f Industrial Production (IIP) grew 
in March at 2.1 % only.

 Exports have fallen by over 11 % in 2015 as compared to last 
year.

•	March	2015	quarter	 saw	 a	 reduction	 in	 aggregate	 sales	 for	
315 big companies by 7% over the year 2014. Even the ‘raw 
material to sales ratio’ at 40% for the March 2015 quarter is 
lowest in last two years.

•	Industry	is	also	highlighting	two	new	concerns.	Firstly,	 ‘tax	
terrorism’ in shape of backdated demands of taxes qua which 
a committee has now been constituted after considerable 
outrage by Foreign Institutional Investors (FIls). Secondly, 
unchecked and unbridled socially divisive agenda being 
practiced by BJP supported rightwing groups and lumpen 
elements. This is sending out a wrong signal to investors. 

2. Employment in ruins

Lowest since July 2005, ‘wage growth’ has slowed to a paltry 
3.8% by end of 2014. It is much lower than Consumer Inflation. 
Overall, job growth in key labour intensive sectors – textile 
including apparel, leather, metals, automobiles, gems and 
jewelry, transport, IT – BPO, handloom and powerloom – is 
seeing a declining trend.

Having come to power with promise of creating two crore jobs 
a year, first year of Modi Government saw creation of mere 
1.75 lakh jobs.

Dilution of the factories Act, Apprentices Act and other labour 
laws has been nationwide protest against Modi Government 
including BJP sponsored Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh Joining 
with the protesting unions.

3. Fallacy of Make-in-India

•	Modi	 Government	 has	 pitched	 ‘Make-in-India’	 initiative	
at every opportune moment. Government has, however, 
done nothing to address the challenges of building global 
competitiveness in manufacturing demands, restructuring 
of inverted tax structure, leveling the high cost of inputs and 
resolving the crucial logistics issues. ‘Make-in-India’, thus, 
remains a slogan. 

•	Exports	 have	 actually	 reduced	 to	 USD	 23.88	 billion	 in	
January 2015 as against USD 26.89 billion a year earlier. 
Agricultural exports of wheat, rice and com alone have seen 
a drop of nearly 29% in 2014-15 i.e. equivalent to 135 lakh 
tons. Exports of other commodities like tea, coffee, tobacco, 
spices etc. have recorded a negative growth. Even some core 
exports areas like com yam, pharma, chemicals and jewelry 
sectors have performed poorly.

•	Another	retrograde	move	reflecting	 lack	of	understanding	
of economic issues is the proposed 1 % inter- State tax in 
the GST Bill. This goes against the spirit of GST and will be 
counter productive to ‘Make- in-India’. 

•	One	of	the	biggest	 failures	of	 ‘Make-in-India’	 is	 the	multi-
billion dollar Rafale Fighter Jet deal entered into by Shri 
Narendra Modi with French Government. Original deal 
negotiated for over three years through a transparent bidding 
process by Congress Government envisaged sale of only 18 
Rafale Fighter Aircrafts from France and production of the 
remaining 108 Aircrafts by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) through a Transfer of Technology Agreement. There 
is no clarity in the so called Government to Government 
transfer announced by the Modi Government. 

4. rural Economy and Population in severe distress

Comprising 62.5% of India’s population, 49% of its workforce 
and contributing 17% of GDP, ‘Rural Consumption’ is one 
of the biggest pillars of growth accounting for 35% of the 
economy. Modi Government’s lopsided policies have resulted 
in severe farm distress. Rural wages have dropped from 17.5% 
in Congress regime to about 3%. Agriculture growth has 
dropped from 4.7% in 2013-14 to 1.1% in 2014-15 (Economic 
Survey 2015). Total grain output has dropped from 2650 lakh 
metric tons in 2013-14 to about 2500 lakh metric tons in 2014-
15. Gross Capital Formation in agriculture has reduced from 
18.3% of agriculture GDP in 2012-13 to 14.5% in 2014-15.

On top of it, public investment in agriculture has gone down. 
‘Rashtriya Krishi Yojana’ has seen a reduced allocation of 
Rs.7,426 crore and ‘Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana’ has 
seen a reduced allocation of Rs.8, 156 crore. 

5. rail Freight Hike to impact railways, Industries and 
rural Economy.
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•	 Modi	 Government	 has	 hiked	 freight	 charges	 twice	
in 12 months i.e. 6.5% freight hike on 21st June, 2014 and a 
10% freight hike on Cement, Coal, Foodgrain/Pulses, Urea, 
Kerosene, LPG as also 6.3% freight hike on Iron and Steel (upto 
from 0.8%) on 1st April, 2015. This will unjustifiably increase 
the cost of raw material impacting the Railways, Industry and 
Farmer alike.

•	 Modi	Government	has	also	added	a	10%	Congestion	
Surcharge on ‘Base Freight Rates’ for ‘Port Goods’ w.e.f. 
November, 2014. Haulage charges have been raised by 27% in 
December, 2014. Besides the freight rates, these charges are 
making exports non-competitive affecting the export growth 
and economy.

6. service tax Increase – Inflationary and regressive.

Modi Government has increased the rates of Service Tax from 
12.36% to 14% making it applicable from 1st June, 2015. An 
additional 2% ‘Swacchh Bharat Abhiyaan Tax’ is also being 
levied taking the total liability to 16%. This will hit the entire 
service sector, middle class and lower middle class hard 
reducing the demands for goods and services and thereby 
affecting the economy and manufacturing activities. 

7. Prices of Food continue to be disproportionately high

Shri Narendra Modi had spoken about ‘Protein Revolution’ 
where pulses would become available to every Indian. However, 
prices of pulses, fruits and vegetables are sky rocketing taking 
them beyond the reach of common man. Increased prices 
would mean lesser purchasing power and eventual contraction 
of economy.

8. successive Petro Prices Hike - common man left in the 
lurch.

In two successive hikes on May 01 and May 15,2015; Modi 
Government increased price of petrol by Rs.7.09 per litre and 
diesel by Rs.5.08 per litre as an ‘anniversary gift’. Coming as 
it does on the heels of a four time increase in excise duty and 
increase in import duty from 2.5% to 7.5% on crude oil by 
Modi Government in 12 months, its spiraling inflationary 
pressure for the economy is for all to judge.

Truth is that price of Indian Crude Basket was Rs,6369 per 
barrel on 26th May, 2014 (http://pib.nic/newsiteJ)i.e. date of 
assumption of power by Modi Government. It stands reduced 
to a mere RsA141.94 per barrel as on May \6,2015 (http://pib.
nidnewsite1). Tills means that there has been a 35% fall in 
crude price. As against this, Government has reduced prices 
of petrol by 7% and diesel by 7.8%. Add to it, the four time 
increase in excise duty and customs duty 

leading to additional accrual of Rs.90,000 crore per annum, 
it is apparent that Modi Government is profiteering from the 
common man by not passing on the benefit of reduced petro 

prices on one hand and imposition of taxes on the other hand. 
All tills is leading to inflationary pressure on the economy.”

dEFEncE - cOMPrOMIsE OF 
nAtIOnAL IntErEst And nAtIOnAL 
sEcUrItY 
HO rAHA sEEMA PAr V AAr, sO 
rAHEE MOdI sArKAr
‘Modi Sarkar ‘ is indulging in an unforgivable game of 
compromising ‘National Interest’ and ‘National Security’. 
Principles and priorities of this government to strengthen 
the Nation are misplaced. Deliberate neglect, juvenile 
ignorance and an obsessive fetish to project Prime 
Minister’s image internationally characterizes Modi 
Government’s approach to secure our borders and maintain 
internal security. The policies, programmes and diplomatic 
misadventures are suggesting that India has lost its strategic 
outlook on Defence. 

Failure in defence spending - Question mark on India’s 
defence Preparedness.

In a crippling blow to India’s Defence preparedness, Modi 
Government has utterly failed to even spend the amount 
allocated for Defence by the previous Congress’ Government 
in the year 2014-15. To utter dismay, Modi Government 
has failed to utilize Rs.28,446 crore, i.e. lowest spending of 
budgeted amount in last five years as is apparent from the 
table given below:

This itself speaks volumes about pure rhetoric bereft of any 
reality.

compromising national Interest by downsizing 
‘Mountain strike corps’ and its Budget by Half 

In 2013, Congress-led UPA announced formation of (a) 
‘Mountain Strike Corps’ (MSC), (b) two independent 
Infantry Brigades in addition thereto and (c) two 
independent Annoured Brigades in addition thereto. These 
nearly 90,000 strong Army Corps and Brigades were carved 
out specifically as a counter measure to Chinese build up on 
the other side of the Border. A sum of Rs.64,478crore was 
allocated for formation of the Corps and about Rs.21,000 
crore i.e. Rs.85,478 crore approximately were allocated for 
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Utilization of defence Budget (Figures in Crore rupees)
Year Budget 

Estimate
Revised Estimate Actuals Percentage Utilization Overspent/

Underspent
2009-10 1,41,703.00 1,36,264.00 1,41,781.08 104.05 5517.08 Overspent
2010-11 1,47,344.00 1,51,581.69 1,54,116.71 101.67 2535.02 Overspent
2011-12 1,64,415.49 1,70,936.81 1,70,913.28 99.99 23.53 Overspent
2012-13 1,93,407.29 1,78,503.52 1,81,755.78 101.83 3252.26 Overspent
2013-14 2,03,672.12 2,03,672.12 2,03,499.35 99.92 172.77 Underspent
2014-15 2,29,000.00 2,22,370.00 1,93,923.54 87.21 28446.46 Underspent

creation of Corps and infrastructure including airstrips, 
missile units, tanks units etc.

In a shocking compromise of National interest and just 
three weeks ahead of Shri Narendra Modi’s visit to China, 
Defence Ministry reduced the strength and budget of this. 
‘Mountain Strike Corps’ by 50% (Statement of Defence 
Minister, Shri Manohar Parikar in an interview to a leading 
English daily dated 16th April, 2015). Official reason being 
given is a severe funds shortage but we must not forget that 
China had raised serious concerns on the formation of such 
a Corps. Raising of this Corps was even more imperative 
in light of China-Pakistan axis building up in our 
neighbourhood besides creation of massive infrastructure 
facilities including highways, airstrips and permanent 
Army establishments across the Border by China.

In fact, Prime Minister could not even effectively raise the 
issue of stapled visas for residents of Arunachal Pradesh, 
construction of dams on the upstream of Brahamputra, 
USD 42 billion worth investments in Pakistan including 
through Pakistan occupied Kashmir and a nearly USD 40 
billion trade imbalance between India-China during his 
recent China visit.

One rank One Pension - A Mirage For Ex-servicemen 

‘One Rank One Pension’ (OROP) scheme was approved 
by Congress Government on 26th February, 2014 (Order 
enclosed) and made it applicable w.e.f. 1st April 2014. By one 
stroke of pen, Congress Government ensured that nearly 30 
lakh ex-servicemen retiring in the same rank with the same 
length of service shall get same pension irrespective of their 
date of retirement and benefit of any, future enhancement, 
would be automatically passed onto the past pensioners. 
‘Congress also walked the extra mile to make it applicable 
also to ‘disability pension’ and ‘family pension’. 

BJP used OROP as an electoral tool by promising adherence 
to the Congress decision. One year of Modi Government 
has since lapsed with demoralized ex-servicemen 

Source: April 2015, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence (6th Report, Page 9)

languishing and running from pillar to post for being heard 
by a callous and insensitive government. Reports suggest 
that Finance Minister of Modi Government finds the cost 
of implementation of OROP not commensurate to the 
political benefits accruing therefrom.

Dilution of Back Ground Security Check For Foreign 
Investments - A Dangerous Ploy to Attract FDI.

Prime Minister has been seeking FDI at the altar of National 
Security. During Congress-led UPA tenure, country’s 
specific investment was placed through IBIRA W scrutiny 
in National interest in light of threats of spy ware and 
malware. This cardinal rule, enacted in National interest, 
is being abolished in sheer desperation to justify foreign 
jaunts of the Prime Minister.

ceasefire Violations Galore - Modi Government remains 
a spectator

As admitted by Modi Government, there have been 746 
ceasefire violations along the Line of Control (LOC) with 
Pakistan between June 2014 - February 2015. Contrast 
this with 96 violations a year earlier and Prime Minister’s 
vitriolic rhetoric of ‘desh nahi Jhukne dunga’ and ‘56 
inch chest’, truth is for everyone to see and judge. In fact, 
BSF Director-General went on record to say that ceasefire 
violations were highest since the 1971 Indo-Pakistan War.

Flip-flops with Pakistan, ‘Saree-Shawl’ Diplomacy, first 
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banning and then conducting visits of Indian Foreign 
Secretary to Pakistan, release of International terrorist and 
Jamaat Ud Dawa Chief Hafiz Saeed, vindicating Pakistan by 
taking a stand on floor of Parliament that dreaded terrorist 
Dawood Ibrahim is not in Pakistan, eleasing Kashmiri 
separatist MasratAlam and then detaining him after public 
outcry, praising militants and Pakistan for peaceful polls in 
J &K are sure signs of a crippled National Security stance of 
Modi Government.

rafale Aircrafts deal-negation of ‘defence Procurement 
Procedure’ and supersession of defence Acquisition 
council’ by Prime Minister.

Prime Minister, during his France visit on 10th April 2015, 
announced Government’s decision to buy 36 Rafale Fighter 
Jets from Dassault in flyaway condition. This decision is 
totally non-transparent. Till date, even price of aircrafts 
has not been disclosed by Modi Government. Certain 
fundamental questions need to be answered –

1. India does not have an ‘Inter-Governmental Agreement’ 
with France for Government-to-Government 
purchases. In absence thereof, how can the established 
process of following the ‘Defence Procurement Procedure’ 
be bypassed?

2. There is neither any clarity on pricing as yet nor any 
clarity on ‘transfer of technology agreement’ entered 
into as part of this deal. Modi Government must clarify 
whether French Government will give a ‘Sovereign 
Guarantee’ ?

3. Pursuant to three years of transparent bidding process for 
purchase of fighter jets, three companies were short listed 
and Rafale was selected as the L-l bidder.

Whether Shri Narendra Modi took note of all these 
objections raised in writing through a series of letters 
by his own party i.e. BJP and whether Prime Minister 
consulted his Finance Ministry prior to finalization of 
this Government-to- Government Rafale Aircrafts deal? 
All these facts need to be placed in public domain.

4. Bidding process undertaken during Congress Government 
entailed that only 18 Rafale Aircrafts would be purchased 
in flyaway condition. Remaining 108 Aircrafts would be 
manufactured under ‘Transfer of Technology Agreement’ 
by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited i.e. a Public Sector 
Undertaking (PSU). This would have ensured ‘Make-
in-India’, creation of thousands of jobs and transfer of 
crucial cutting-edge technology. Has Modi Government 
converted this ‘Make-in-India’ into ‘Make-in-France’?

5. Neither the Prime Minister nor any other authority can 
affect unilateral purchase without prior approval from 
‘Defence Acquisition Council’. How and why did the 
Prime Minister bypass the ‘Defence Acquisition Council’ 
while announcing a unilateral aircraft deal?

6. Dassault has also agreed to sell the aircrafts to at least two 
other countries, i.e. Egypt and Qatar besides executing 
an existing order from French Air Force. Would Modi 
Government disclose the pricing of aircrafts, including 
transfer of technology agreement, if any, as also sovereign 
guarantee agreement, if any, qua sale of the same aircrafts 
to these two countries? Will India get precedence over 
French Air Force, Egypt and Qatar i.e. the other two 
countries in supply of Rafale Aircrafts.

Modi Government must remember that peace at the 
borders is secured by strategic thinking as also strength 
and preparedness of Armed Forces. Prime Minister’s inept 
handling of the Defence apparatus is posing a serious 
National security concern for India. It is time that Modi 
Government woke up from its slumber and inexperience to 
consolidate our borders, strengthen our Armed Forces and 
deter our enemies.

Modi Government needs to place all 
these facts in public domain in the 

interest of transparency and following 
of established Defence Procurement 

Procedure. 

There were a series of objections 
raised through written 

communications by Senior BJP leaders 
including Shri Yashwant Sinha qua 

selection of Rafale as L1 bidder. Even 
Finance Ministry, Government of 

India has placed their reservations qua 
finalisation of Rafale Aircrafts. In light 
of these objections, the then Defence 

Minister, Shri AK Antony had decided 
that approval of Rafale Aircrafts as L1 
bidder would be subject to complete 
satisfaction of these objections raised 

by Finance Ministry as also senior BJP 
leaders.
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MInIstrY OF HUMAn rEsOUrcE 
dEstrUctIOn?
1. LAcK OF VIsIOn And FInAncIAL cUts

BJP Government has slashed the educational budget by 
Rs.14088.59 crore. Elementary Education budget has 
been reduced by Rs. 10,186 crore, Secondary Education 
reduced by Rs. l,422 crore and Higher Education budget 
has been reduced by RS.1479 crore. Modi Government has 
also abolished the schemes for granting central assistance 
for setting up of 6,000 model schools at block level in the 
country.

2. sHAttErInG tHE EdUcAtIOnAL EdIFIcE 

Rather than solidifying the well established educational 
structure of India, HRD Ministry under Ms Srnriti Irani has 
spent more time in igniting fires, demolishing institutions 
of prestige, downsizing highly motivated educationists 
and dictating incomprehensible directives bordering on 
complete illiteracy. NAMO - Irani duo does not comprehend 
that experimental lab of green horn HRD Minister and 
masters in the ‘Sangh Parivar’ are playing with the future of 
our young generation.

3. EdUcAtIOn MInIstEr’s ‘EdUcAtIOn’ ItsELF 
UndEr cLOUd

Education lies at the base of our Nation’s development. 
Gains of literacy, talent and skill made by India in six 
decades (literacy rate at 74% in 2014) are being frittered 
away in a quest to establish false supremacy. Every sane 
person wonders about the fate of integrity and commitment 
of India’s educational structure when Union HRD Minister 
herself is found to have filed two conflicting affidavits to 
Election Commission of India in the year 2004 and 2014 
describing her status as a graduate (2004 Affidavit) and as 
B.Com.-lst year pass (2014 Affidavit). When confronted, 
Ms Smriti Irani makes another assertion about holding a 
degree from Yale University in the United States without 
explaining that it was really a six-day leadership course that 
she had attended as an MP. To top it all, MoS, HRD - Shri 
Ram Shankar Katheria is also accused of having a forged 
graduation marks sheet.

4. IMPInGInG tHE AcAdEMIc AUtOnOMY OF 
InstItUtIOns –

IIts vs. Hrd

a. shri Anil Kakodkar quits from IIt-Board

Noted Nuclear scientist, Shri Anil Kakodkar, Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT), Bombay, resigned in protest ahead of a crucial 
meeting of a search-cum-selection committee, chaired 

by Ms. Smriti Irani. The committee was to interview 
candidates for appointment as Directors of three prestigious 
IITs. “The point is you can’t be deciding that choice of 3 
IIT directors among 36 in a 6 or 7 hour process. If you 
set aside everything and decide like that, then you are 
running a lottery”, Shri Kakodkar said in an interview. 
Resignation of a distinguished academician-cum-scientist, 
Shri Kakodkar is reflective of Ms. Smriti Irani’s overbearing 
style of functioning and her lack of respect for intellectual 
excellence.

b. IIt-delhi director, shri raghunath K. 
shevgaonkar’s resignation on account of BJP’s Politicking

Noted educationalist and IIT - Delhi Director, Shri 
Raghunath K. Shevgaonkar resigned nearly two years 
ahead of his tenure on account of HRD Minister’s attempt 
to stifle the institution. Minister appears to have accused 
IIT-Delhi for opening up a campus of IIT in Mauritius. 
On the contrary, IIT-Delhi told the Ministry that that 
International Institute of Technology Research Academy, 
(IITRA) Mauritius, is not its extension campus. Why was 
a noted educationist of International repute then coerced 
into resigning as the head of one of the finest IITs?

c.  Minister contradicts her statement on setting up 
of IItrA in Mauritius 

While replying to a discussion on the demands of grants 
of her Ministry on April 27, 2015; Minister said that the 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Act was violated to 
open up a technical institute at Mauritius with the “Indian 
taxpayers’ money” during the UPA regime in 2013. Same 
day in reply to an un starred question in Rajya Sabha, she 
stated that lIT-Delhi did not incur “any expenditure” either 
on setting up of the campus of the IITRA in Mauritius or 
starting academic programmes at the institute. 

d. Hrd Ministry’s unwarranted interference with 
academic MOU

HRD Ministry has proposed that while signing any 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for collaboration 
with foreign universities, Indian institutions must refer to the 
Ministry of External Affairs’ advisory in context of “national 
interest”, as well as keep the MHRD “informed”. Is this the 
minimum governance the PM promised? Moreover, this IS 
completely contrary to Acts governing higher educational 
institutions like IITs, central universities and NITs which 
give them the power to enter into academic collaborations 
with other educational institutions, including foreign ones. 
In August 2004 UPA government had withdrawn previous 
guidelines noting it was an “unnecessary interference on 
the autonomy of institutions”.
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5. VIOLAtInG tHE AUtOnOMY OF 
tHE UGc
a. Ms. smriti Irani interfering: UGc Member 

Shri M.M. Ansari, a member of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) has slammed HRD Minister, Ms Smriti 
Irani for her “excessive interference” in the functioning 
of the commission and for taking “arbitrary and abrupt” 
decisions, while depending entirely on a “well-planted 
bureaucracy” and the RSS for running the ministry. This 
member seems to have said out loud what is on the minds of 
other bureaucrats, academicians and administrators.

b. Fate of UGc

A committee headed by Dr. Hari Gautam had submitted a 
report to Secretary Higher Education recommending that 
UGC has failed to fulfil its responsibilities and should be 
scrapped. Though HRD Ministry said it is not accepting the 
report, it also said that office is yet to examine it.

6. rEsIGnAtIOn OF AcAdEMIcIAns 
UndEr POLItIcAL PrEssUrE
a.  Hrd Ministry moves against delhi University 
Vice-chancellor, shri dinesh singh

Ms Smriti Irani and BJP’s disdain for Delhi University Vice-
Chancellor, Shri Dinesh Singh is well known. However, HRD 
ministry faced embarrassment when President of India did 
not accept its report against Shri Dinesh Singh. This clearly 
shows how the government was reprimanded by the President 
for trying to level false charges against noted academicians to 
create vacancies for Sangh Parivar loyalists.

b. resignation of Ms Parvein sinclair, director, 
national council for Education research & training 
(ncErt) 

NCERT Director, Ms Parvein Sinclair was forcibly ousted 
two years before her term ended. This development came at a 
time when NCERT is in the midst of reviewing its widely used 
school curriculum, also known as the National Curriculum 
Framework (NCF) 2005. Reports state that when Ms Sinclair 
refused to toe RSS line on the NCF and other issues, she 
was charged, not allowed to defend herself fully and finally 
asked to resign. It is chilling to think about the extent this 
government is willing to go in order to ensure its mission of 
colouring the education system with partisan ideology. 

7. rss InFLUX And rEGrEssIVE 
EdUcAtIOn
a. Politically coloured appointments

Crucial academic appointments being made from under-
qualified Sangh Parivar loyalists as heads of premier 
institutions of excellence is the norm under Ms. Smriti 

Irani. For example, Shri Baldev Sharma, former Editor of 
RSS Mouthpiece Panchjanya, was appointed as Chairman 
of National Book Trust. Shri Vishram Ramchandra Jamdar, 
a professed RSS Swayam Sevak, was appointed as head of 
Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology, Nagpur, 
although he was not among the four short-listed candidates 
for the post. Prof. Inder Mohan Kapahi, a long time member 
of RSS and author of various articles in RSS Mouthpiece 
Organizer, was appointed as a Member of University Grants 
Commission. Prof. Y. Sudarshan Rao, Head of Andhra 
Pradesh Chapter of Akhil Bhartiya Itihas Sankhalam Yojana 
– a subsidiary of RSS to rewrite History (ABISY), was 
appointed as Chairperson of Indian Council of Historical 
Research (ICHR).

He, in turn, has appointed various office bearers of ABISY 
as Members of ICHR. Shri Jafar Sareshwala, a known Modi 
acolyte and backroom boy from Gujarat, was appointed as 
Chancellor or Maulana Azad National Urdu University, 
Hyderabad. Similar is the fate of may appointments made to 
Banaras Hindu University, IIAS – Shimla, Aligarh Muslim 
University Court besides awarding highly prestigious 
‘National Research Professorship’ to three under-qualified 
RSS sympathizers.

b. Ideology before Education 

•	 Good	 Governance	 Day	 on	 Christmas-	 This	 move	 by	
the government clearly violated the secular spirit of the 
Constitution. Moreover, Government misled both Houses 
when it claimed that no such directive was issued.

•	 Separate	 canteens	 for	 vegetarian	 students	 at	 IITs-	 Soon	
after taking office, HRD Minister promised an overhaul 
in higher education. However, she appears to have lost 
perspective and her priorities for reform. She asked the 
IITs to have separate canteens for its vegetarian students 
on the request of an RSS worker who believes that non-
vegetarian food creates tamas (dark thoughts) in students.

•	 Mid-course	 jolts	 to	students	-	The	HRD	Ministry	 issued	
a diktat to Kendriya Vidyalayas to stop teaching German 
as the third language and teach Sanskrit instead. This 
decision taken in the middle of a school year affected 
about 70,000 students across 500 schools in the country.

•	 HRD	 Ministry	 approves	 creation	 of	 Bharatiya	 Shiksha	
Niti Ayog (BSNA) advocated by RSS-affiliated Shiksha 
Sanskriti Utthan Nyas to “Indianize” education system. 
Controversial teacher-turned-activist Dinanath Batra is 
likely to be the head of the BSNA.

BJP government is actually converting “Ministry of Human 
Resource Development” into “Ministry of Human Resource 
Destruction”. v
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Inaugural address of the 
congress President

4th September, 1998

Members of the Congress 
Working Committee, the 
Chief Minister, Delegates, 
Brothers and Sisters.

First of all, I welcome all of 
you to this Brainstorming 
camp.

We have gathered here at a time when our country is passing 
through a severe critical phase. We shall sit here together to 
discuss vital issues concerning our party.  We will hold serious 
discussion and thinking on them.

The Congress Party is a great national institution and we all 
take pride in being part of it. We have to lay stress on how we 
can bring an awakening into this great organization. This is 
our commitment.

I would like camps of this kind to be organized regularly at 
the national and other levels. We have so much in our lives 
today, but little scope for looking back, do serious thinking 
and self-introspection. We need all those three things. We 
have an opportunity, in this beautiful place, to do some quite 
thinking. We must make use of it.

Papers about the issues that will be discussed thoroughly in 
this camp have been supplied to you. The camp will discuss, 
specially, the political, agricultural, national, international 
and the matters concerning the organization.

In the next three days, besides the discussions, we shall review 
our activities and make plans for future. We can tackle fast 
the crises and hurdles in our way by inducting freshness in 
the party.

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress 
Presidents who have placed their vision and opinion for building the 

destiny of India.

Brain-storming Camp  Pachmarhi, September, 1998

Our party has been serving the people since the days of 
Mahatma Gandhi. We should remember what Gandhiji said-
political work can be done only by adhering to ideals and 
morality.

We must remember that programmes, plans and preparations 
for election always go on in a political party. The party should 
remain alert about its doctrines, programmes and conduct.

I hope that we will gain a lot from this camp, which will be 
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an achievement for our party. You will recall that five months 
ago, at a programme in Delhi. I had spoken about bringing to 
the party a new force and making it strong. For this purpose 
I had constituted a task force under the chairmanship of Mr. 
P.A. Sangma.

I am happy to tell you here today, that the task force has done 
commendable work. Several of its recommendations have 
been implemented after approving them in the Congress 
Working Committee meeting held in Delhi last June.

Some of us often see only the dark side. I am neither for saying 
that everything is fine and we should just sit back, nor I am for 
seeing all-round despair and defeat.

We must harbour neither of these in our minds. Neither do we 
have to remain complacent, nor become pessimistic. We have 
to look forward to the future. We have to learn from the past, 
nor remain stuck with it. 

I can see now a new discipline and goal in our method of 
working. A beginning has been made induct a new work-
culture in the AICC and the Pradesh Congress Committees. 
This will be continued. No organ of the Congress Party will 
remain inactive.

New programmes are being given to the front organizations. 
These include both political and social campaigns.

A committee has been constituted for amendments in the 
party constitution. It has to pay special attention as to how 
debates, adivasis, minorities, backward and women can be 
given a larger role in the organization. The committee will 
soon be submitting its report. 

Programmes have been launched to impart training at several 
levels and giving a boost to the party. This way workers will 
get new knowledge and also political education.

The conduct and discipline committees have begun their 
work. Keep myself informed about it.

We have launched a monthly journal called ‘Congress Sandesh’ 
from August 15. It will be sent to all members of the PCCs and 
the AICC. The next issue is devoted to the Pachmarhi’s brain-
storming session.

Our immediate challenge is the forthcoming Assembly 
elections in Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and 
Delhi. Preparations have already begun. The Task Force’s 
programme implementation committee has already interacted 
at considerable length with the presidents of these four states. 
The Committee has also had discussions with the chiefs of 
frontal organizations and the CLP leaders.

The salient point which emerged through these interactions 
included updating of electoral roll, selection of candidates 
on merit, preparation of State manifestos at an early date, 

a comprehensive strategy to be adopted for fighting these 
elections, appointment of Central observers, publicity etc.

It is becoming clearer by the day that the graph of the Congress 
party is going up and that of the BJP-led government is going 
down.

We are winning the battle of ideas and eventually if we act 
untedily and vigorously, we will win the full support of our 
people.

In less than two hundred days, the BJP-led coalition has 
proved its inability to govern India. There is no evidence of 
firm and decisive direction in any branch of its activities. The 
economy is stagnant, inflation is on the rise. Investor and 
business confidence is at an all time low. Foreign policy is in 
a shambles.

The coalition in Delhi is at war with itself. Internal 
contradictions are being exposed day by day. The BJP and its 
allies are speaking with different voices on vital national and 
international issues. The expansion of the Central Cabinet 
has been postponed indefinitely, it seems. Our stand of 
not rushing into bringing this government down has been 
appreciated all round. 

I once again wish to make it clear that if and when the need 
arises, our party will-fulfill its constitutional obligations 
without hesitation and provide stability and purpose. We have 
never opposed for the sake of opposition. We have highlighted 
the failures and follies of the government. We will continue to 
do so.

We have always rejected the fascistic notion of one nation, one 
culture, one people. We believe that India is one nation, plural 
cultures, diverse peoples.

Diversity has defined us for centuries.
Let us not allow political parties to divide us, 

to inflame religious passions,
to ignite caste tensions,

and to fan regional sentiments.

A divided India cannot survive. A fractured India cannot 
prosper. An India in which Indian is set against Indian cannot 
keep its ‘tryst with destiny’.

The respect of plurality and the celebrations of diversity 
constitue the very essence of Indian civilization. That essence 
is under threat. It is only the Congress that can meet this 
threat effectively.

The people of India have rejected our opponent’s vision of 
India because that vision is both narrow and flawed.

It is the Congress party which under the leadership of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi has brought 
and weaved together sections of society harmoniously. We are 
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the only political party that has not, does not and will not 
practice the policies of exclusion and the politics of spreading 
animosities.

The Congress has had a place of dignity and respect for all 
communities, for all religions, for all languages, for all regions 
that make up the kaleidoscopic mosaic of India. The Congress 
Party is being once again called upon to fulfill this role.

Let us now remind ourselves of other important tasks that I 
would like to be discussed here freely, frankly and responsibly.

First, we must take up the ideological crusade against the 
communal virus from whatever source it arises and spreads. 
Religious fundamentalism is alien to our culture but let us not 
be smug about this. Forces of religious fundamentalism of all 
kinds are out to destroy this tradition of tolerance and mutual 
accommodation.

Many of us thought that economic development and progress 
would roll back the spread of communal ideologies and put 
an end to the politics of hate. This has clearly not happened.

The question we must ask ourselves is whether we have in any 
way diluted or commitment to the fight against communal 
forces. It would perhaps be tempting to say we have not. 
However, there is a general perception that we have at times 
compromised with our basic commitment to the secular ideal 
that forms the bedrock of our society.

During our deliberations we must all apply our minds to this 
vitally important question.

Second, we must acknowledge that we have not successfully 
accommodated the aspirations of a whole new generation 
of dalits, adivasis and backward people, particularly in the 
northern parts of the country.

Could this be done of the reasons for our declined in states 
like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar?

Regrettably, we have not paid enough attention to the growth 
of such sentiments and feelings and consequently have had 
to pay a heavy price. It is not enough to make promises. The 
Congress Party must ensure to this section of our people full 
and equal representation.

Great damage has been done to national-level politics itself 
and account of our decline in north India particularly. 
Electoral reverses are inevitable and are, in themselves, not 
cause for worry. What is disturbing is the loss of our social 
base, of the social coalition that supports us and looks up to 
us. What is also worrisome is that intra-Party discord seems 
to take up so much of our time and energy when it ought to be 
channelized for working together to regain popular support 
and public credibility.

Third, we have a special responsibility for attracting and 
retaining good people into our fold. Our party must dedicate 
itself to cleansing public life, we must be a more responsive 
political force. An effective instrument of social justice. 

We are committed to electoral reforms to reduce the role of 
money and muscle power. We must demand and ensure that 
an electoral reforms Bill be introduced in the winter session 
of Parliament. 

Similarly, a systematic campaign is called for to enhance 
the image and the standing of the Congress among special 
group is society-among the youth, for example, and among 
the educated sections of society. Already, 60% of India is 
under the age of 24. We must not alienate ourselves from 
this vast, growing and dynamic segment of our society. Our 
programmes and policies must be such that they engage 
and draw the youth to our party. Their concerns must be 
addressed. It has now become clear that college degrees are 
not going to solve the problem of educated youth. What we 
need is education that is job oriented and we intend to put this 
into effect when in office.

The Indian freedom movement was dedicated to a purpose 
and not to a doctrine and the purpose was to eliminate, as far 
as possible, in a pluralistic society, inequalities and caste bias.

The fragmentation of society that we see today in the name of 
caste is both alarming and distressing. We must categorically 
reject casteism and we must resist its growth with all our 
might.

Politics in the last few years has certainly given new identities 
to disadvantaged groups and has empowered oppressed 
communities. But we must take the social justice movement 
into its next phase, into a phase that stresses basic issues 
of health, education, food, security, nutrition and family 
planning.

Let us be very clear-it is the parliamentary system that 
is leading to social empowerment and that is giving 
representation to groups and communities who have been 
subjugated for centuries. This is as it should be. At the same 
time, we must also take serious note of the growing sense 
of frustration with the parliamentary form of government 
among the thinking and educated sections of our society. 
While seeking to understand the roots of this frustration, we 
must be in the forefront of a campaign that will ensure that 
the parliamentary form of government is not tampered with 
in the name of stability. There is nothing permanent about 
uncertain mandates and coalitions. Society is itself in a state 
of great transition and flux. To large extent, shifting alliances 
in society reflect themselves in a changing electoral mandates. 
We must not jettison these processes in the name of stability. 
We must also take the lead in championing the cause of 
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electoral reforms, reforms that put the parliamentary form of 
government on a sounder foundation.

Fourth, we must constantly reinterpret our economic 
philosophy in the light of changing circumstance, emerging 
challenges and the experience we gain while implementing 
policies. Economic policy will have to be multidimensional to 
meet the needs of our people at various levels. No one formula 
will cater to the diverse needs of the economy and our society. 

The abolition of poverty within the next 10-15 years must 
remain our fundamental objective. The assurance of a better 
quality of life and an improved standard of living to all citizens 
must remain our primary preoccupation.

Sustaining a higher level of growth in agriculture, industry 
and other sectors is absolutely essential for abolishing poverty 
and expanding employment opportunities. It is imperative to 
control inflation, since inflation hits the poor the hardest.

Expenditure on anti-poverty, rural development and wage 
employment programmes must increase, as also investments 
in primary education and public health. But we must also 
concern ourselves with making these expenditures more 
effective. 

The nation today spends close to Rs. 15,000 crore every year 
on anti-poverty programmes. This is not an insubstantial 
amount and we must as a political party be in the forefront of a 
campaign and movement to ensure that existing programmes, 
schemes and yojanas reach those they are intended for.

The Congress Party must also spearhead socio-economic 
campaigns and movements, we must press for land reforms, 
but pressure on governments to strengthen panchayats and 
nagarpalikas, and ensure that the public distribution system 
works to the benefit of the poor. It is not necessary to be in 
government to make sure that development programmes and 
schemes are implemented effectively. 

I am glad to note that our host State of Madhya Pradesh has 
been the first to conduct elections to panchayats after the 
passage of the 73rd Amendment to the Constitution and 
that administrative and financial powers have been given to 
almost 30,000 panchayats in the State.

The role of the government at every level has to be redefined 
in the light of changing circumstances to make it a vehicle 
of economic change and social transformation. This is the 
essence of economic reforms. Government expenditure must 
add to the country’s productive investment capacity and must 
be focused on improving the nation’s physical and social 
infrastructure. 

Fifth, we have to understand that foreign policy is not 
something of concern only to diplomats. It affects each and 
every one of us. It is fundamental to our security, to our 

standing in the world, to our very sovereignty. It impacts on 
the economy, on our exports, on our ability to mobilize foreign 
investment for development. The very financial position of 
the government is affected by foreign policy.

The world has changed beyond recognition in the last ten 
years.

It continues to change by the day. India itself faces a whole 
new world scenario following the recent nuclear tests 
conducted by it and by Pakistan. We must now consolidate 
our technology capacities for defence and deterrence avoiding 
confrontationist provocative postures.

Simultaneously, we must endeavour to become part of the 
international mainstream on disarmament without in any 
way jeopardizing our security options. India must acquire a 
leadership role in the international community on the basis of 
its strengths and its achievements.

Peace with our neighbours is an essential prerequisite. In a 
matter of a few weeks, the present coalition government 
destroyed what the Congress had painstakingly achieved over 
a ten-year period to noramlise our relations with China. Our 
policy towards Pakistan is also confused and unclear. We 
have made no special efforts to repair our relationship with 
traditional friends and allies who opposed our nuclear tests.

The Congress Party’s greatest asset has been the ability to 
reinvigorate, modify and adapt itself to suit changing times.

The Congress still enjoys great goodwill among people of all 
sections. It is up to us to tap this vast reservoir of support by 
the force of our thoughts, words and deeds.

India is passing through a difficult time as it prepares to 
enter the sixth millennia of its existence as a civilization. 
But, as I said earlier, there is no need for gloom or despair. 
The Congress Party and the Indian nation have in the past 
overcome stupendous challenges. We should therefore look at 
the 21st century with hope and high expectation.

I am confident that India will play a major role in shaping 
the political, economic, social, technological, environmental 
contours of the coming century. 

Let us at Pachmarhi resolve to restore the Congress to its 
original values of service and sacrifice.

Let us at Pachmarhi resolve to restore the Congress its ethical 
and moral foundation.

Let us at Pachmarhi resolve to continue relentlessly in building 
a new Congress, a Congress that once again represents the 
hopes and aspirations of a growing number of our people, 
a Congress that embodies an India marching confidently 
forward providing prosperity, dignity and pride to all its 
citizens. Jai Hind! v

FrOM tHE ArcHIVEs
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President,  Santosh Mishra, Vice-
President Rajeshwar Kushwaha and 
Rohtas District  Mahila Congress 
President Baby Paswan cut a cake and 
prayed for the long life and a bright 
future of Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Also present were former District 
President, Shri Shivnarayan Singh 
Yadav, Shri Gyan Bahadur Singh, 
Patanjali Mishra and Simranjit Singh 
who distributed sweets and pen among 
the school children.

CHANDIGARH
Shri Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 

celebrated
chandigarh: Scores of the workers 
of the Congress Party celebrated the 
birthday of Rahul Gandhi, on 19th 
June, 2015 at the Kushth Ashram near 
Kalibadi Mandir at the industrial area.

Wishing him good health and long life, 
a large cake was cut and sweets and fruit 
were distributed amongst the inmates of 

Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru
Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Scheduled Caste Department, led 
by Umesh Kumar Ram paid tributes 
to the first Prime Minister of India 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on his death 
anniversary by garlanding the photo 
of Panditji.

Others who paid tributes included 
Ramnawami Thakur, Anita Devi, Md. 
Anjum, Arbind Kumar, Brij Kishore 
Singh, Shivam Kumar with others.

Charges against Bhojpur 
police

Patna: The District Congress of Bhojpur 
with former Pradesh Organizer Shri 
Pramod Rai of Sewadal has asked the 
Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar to 
enquire into mercilessly beating of 
Congress leader Shri Mukteshwar 
Upadhaya by the Bhojpur police.

Shri Rai said that the incident took 
place on 21st June, 2015 and the State 
should stop the police from taking such 
inhuman action. Action should be taken 
against the concerned police people.

 Shri Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 
celebrated

sasaram: Rohtas District Congress 
celebrated the birthday of Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi in 
the Congress office in the Indira Gandhi 
Ashram.

Senior leaders and party workers 
participated in the function. Bihar 
Pradesh Congress Delegate,  Shri 
Manoj Kumar Singh, District Congress 

BIHAR
Birthday of Shri Rahul 

Gandhi celebrated
Ara: Congressmen, led by AICC 
delegate and senior leader Dr. Shashi 
Kumar Singh, celebrated the 45th 
birthday of AICC Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi here at the Jain College. 
Sweets were distributed and clothes 
and fruit was given to the poor and the 
Congressmen prayed for the health and 
long life of Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The gathering was addressed by Dr. 
Shashi Kumar Singh, freedom fighter 
Dwarka Nath Pandey, Mohanlal Arya, 
Ramadhar Tiwari, Ram Narayan Pandey, 
Ram Narayan Prasad, Prof. Nirmal 
Kumar Singh, Dr. Manoj Dwivedi, 
Ashok Kumar Singh, Shashi Kant 
Tiwari, Chaturanan Ojha, Dr. B.N. 
Singh with others.

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
Patna: The Scheduled Caste Department 
of the Congress, led by Shri Umesh 
Kumar Ram, paid tributes to the former 
Prime Minister and Bharat Ratna Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary 
here on 21st May, 2015. Congressmen 
garlanded the photo of Rajivji.

Others who paid tributes were Md. 
Istiaq Anjum, Ramerawarmi Thakur, 
Jagdish Rai, Anita Devi, Akhal Nirnajan 
Sharma, Shivaji Rai, Prem Kumar 
Mishra, Md. Ziauddin, Sudhir Kumar 
Pandey, Pintu Pattav, Maheshwar Saha, 
Pratima Singh, Md. Nazrul, Rajkumar 
Jha, Randhri Kumar, Krishnanda 
Thakur, Arbin Thakur and Shivam 
Kumar.

STATESWATCH
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the Ashram. Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal 
former Union Minister was the chief 
guest on the occasion. 

Pardeep Chhabra party president and 
many Congress leaders were present on 
the occasion.  

Shri Bansal said that Rahul Gandhi is 
the future of the country who knows 
the ground realities of the nation well. 
He is tirelessly traveling the country to 
support poor people. 

He said his vision and commitment 
towards the nation is par excellence. 

He said that the changes in the ages old 
archaic land acquisition laws were made 
on the behest of the Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“The demand of the one rank, one rank 
pension for the ex servicemen was first 
acceded by the UPA Government as 
Rahul Gandhi wanted that to happen” 
said Shri Bansal. He said that the whole 
nation is looking forward to see him 
lead the country.

Pardeep Chhabra president Chandigarh 
Congress said that Rahul Gandhi is a 
youth icon and hope of the poor people. 

Harphool Chand Kalyan, Jatinder 
Bhatia, Sohal lal Vaid, OP Verma, 
Vinod  Sharma, Menakshi Chaudhary, 
Ajay Joshi, Sandeep Bhardwaj, Ashwini 
Kaushal,   Rajiv Modgil, Shashi Shankar 
Tiwari,  Prempal Chauhan, Rajan 
Sharma, Dharmver Gagan Ahluwalia, 
Kesar Singh, Barinder Rawat, Ravi, 
Basu, Deepak, Bobby  Singh, Pardeep  
Bharwdaj were among those  who  were 
present on the  occasion.

CHHATTISGARH
Effigy Burnt

raipur: The City Congress President 
Shri Vikas Upadhaya condemned the 
comments made against Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and Shri Rahul Gandhi by the 
BJP MP, Ashwani Kumar Chaubey and 
his effigy was burnt in protest.

Shri Vikas Upadhaya said that such 
cheap comments made against the 
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and Congress Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi show the cheap mentality 
of Shri Ashwani Kumar.

He said the Bihar MP has crossed his 

limits while making such remarks 
and this will not be tolerated by the 
Congress.

Hearing aids given
raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh 
Congress Handicap Cell celebrated the 
birthday of Congress Vice-President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi. Cell President 
Shri Mahender Kochhar celebrated 
the day as Humanity Service Day and 
distributed free hearing aids to five 
hearing impaired people.

Chief Guest was Shri Mukesh Shah 
and Mahendra Kochhar, Vijay Chopra, 
Virendra Dama were also present. Shri 
Mukesh Shah said that Shri Rahul 
Gandhi is very kind and understands 
the problems and sufferings of the poor 
and it gives pleasure in serving the poor 
and the needy.

Shri Mahender Kochhar asked the 

people and party workers to take 
inspiration from Shri Rahul Gandhi. 
He informed about the work done by 
the Handicap Cell.

DELHI
DPCC support to Street 

Vendors 
new delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Shri Ajay Maken 
said the Aam Aadmi Party, which came 
to power in Delhi with the promise of 
wiping out corruption and help the 
poor ameliorate their woes, has only 
facilitated the rise in corruption as 
over five lakh street vendors of Delhi 
are yet to get their vending licences to 
do business on the streets. As a result, 
corruption has gone up and street 
vendors in Delhi are under perpetual 
harassment. “The Delhi Government 
has not done justice to street vendors”, 
Shri Maken added. He said the Congress 
party will write to the Lt. Governor 
and CM Kejriwal to soon constitute 
the Town Vending Committee to give 
registration to five lakh street vendors 
of Delhi, and if nothing was done within 
two weeks, the Congress party will 
start dharnas and agitations to take the 
matter forward.

Addressing a press conference at the 
DPCC office, Rajiv Bhawan, here on 
9th July, 2015 Shri Maken said over 
a year has passed since the Street 
Vendors (Protection of Livelihood 
and Regulation of Street Vending)
Act, 2014 came into effect (5th March, 
2014),  and according to this Act, which 
is very comprehensive to protect the 
interest of the stree vendors, all three 
Municipal Corporations of Delhi and 
the New Delhi Municipal Council 
should have had the  schemes ready  
by now for the implementation of the 
Act, but nothing has been done so 
far. DPCC chief spokesperson Smt. 
Sharmistha Mukherjee, leaders of the 
Opposition in the North and East Delhi 
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MCDs, Mukesh Goel and Varyam Kaur 
respectively, and NASVI (National 
Association of Street Vendors of India) 
national co-ordinator Arvind Singh and 
Anurag Shanker were also present at the 
press conference.

Quiz competition on Pt. 
Nehru 

new delhi: As part of 125th birth 
anniversary celebration of India’s first 
Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, 
school children in Bangalore, Mysore, 
Tumkur and Chennai participated in a 
Quiz competitions on Jawaharlal Nehru: 
Architect of Modern India.

In   Bangalore and Mysore the NSUI 
led by its President Shri Manju Nath 
and delegate Shri Mannan played 
an active role   in helping organizing 
the competitions. In Tumkur, DCC 
President Shri Shafeeq Ahmed assisted 
by Ms. Divya and Dr. Nagalakshmi 
coordinated the programme. Shri 
S.P. Muddahanume Gowda, MP from 
Tumkur attended as guest of honour.   
In Chennai the TNCC President Shri 
EVKS Elangovan inaugurated the Quiz 

programme which was organized by the 
NSUI President Shri. P Babu and PCC 
Gen. Secy. Shri D. Selvam. More  such 
programme are being organized before 

the end of the celebration on  Nov 14, 
2015 by the Supreme Saviour.

HARYANA
Rahul Gandhi’s Birthday 

celebrated
Faridabad: Congressmen, led by former 
MLA, Shri Anand Kaushik, celebrated 
the birthday of Congress Vice-President, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi with the inmates of 
the leprosy ashram where fruit and 
sweets were distributed among the 
inmates.

Shri Kaushik said that Shri Rahul 
Gandhi is the hope of the people 
and added that on the one side is a 
government of ‘slogans’ while on the 
other side Shri Rahul Gandhi is seen 
fighting for the interest of the farmers 
and poor people.

Conference held on Rahul’s 
birthday

Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 
celebrated the birthday of Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
here on 19th June, 2015. A conference 
was held where freedom fighters were 
honoured alongwith social workers.

In the conference, land ordinance was 
called a ‘black law’ and asked to be 
withdrawn.

Shri Bhupinder Singh Hooda, MP, 
was the chief guest while Shri Khazan 
Singh, party spokesperson presided over 
conference.

There freedom fighters, Shri Jagram, 
Shri Bhaghamal and Shri Mawasi 
Ram were honoured. Scientist Dr. 

Pushpa Khanna, former district Mahila 
Congress president Shanti Devi were 
honoured for social work.

In the conference,  Congressmen 
condemned the demolishing of village 
Fathepur Jhandsa which was there for 
the last ten years and asked for Rs one 
crore compensation to the displaced 
persons. They also condemned the 
illegal house tax notice asked for it 
to be withdrawn. Strong demand was 
made for one-rank-one-pension for ex-
servicemen and extension of Metro Rail 
till Lavdu village and return of Reliance 
land to the farmers.  

Birthday celebrations
Kurukshetra: Congressmen, led by 
Shri Pawan Kumar Garg Ex. Member 
AICC, Ex. President DCC Kurukshetra 
Haryana celebrated the birthday of 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi on 19th June, 2015.

Congressmen distributed fruit and 

sweets to the inmates of the Kusht 
ashram and the children of the jhuggi 
jhopri cluster here.

rewari: District Congress Committee, 
led by former minister and senior 
Congress, Capt. Ajay Singh Yadav 
celebrated the birthday of Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
birthday, here on 19th June, 2015. Capt. 
Yadav distributes sweets and prayed for 
the long life of Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Capt. Yadav said that Shri Rahul Gandhi, 
who has given a new direction to the 
Congress, is not a beloved leader of the 
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President Th. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
who along with a delegation of Cabinet 
Ministers Vidya Stokes, Thakur Kaul 
Singh, Col (Dr) Dhani Ram Shandil, 
Anil Sharma, PCC Vice President 
Harsh  Mahajan,  CPS Nand L a l , 
MLA Mohan Lal Brakta, PCC Chief 
Spokesperson Naresh Chauhan, Sanjay 
Singh Chauhan, HP Youth Congress 
President Vikramaditya Singh, PCC 
Intellectual Department Chairman J N 
Barowalia submitted a memorandum 
to the President of India through HP 
Governor Kalyan Singh against anti-
people policies of the Modi led BJP 
government.

HPCC also took out a  protest  rally 
that was led by PCC General Secretary 

Harbhajan Singh Bhajji, DCC Shimla 
(Urban) President Pradeep Singh 
Bhujja, DCC Shimla (Rural) President 
Kehar Singh Khachi in which hundreds 
of party workers from Mahila Congress, 
Youth Congress ,  NSUI,  a l l  PCC 
Departments, INTUC and all frontal 
organizations participated.

Th. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said 
that BJP led NDA government was 
celebrating its first anniversary but 
the largest question at this point of 
time is implementation of ‘One Rank, 
One Pension’ Scheme for which UPA 

Congress and the whole country.

Others present were District Congress 
president, Shri Jawaharlal Sachdeva, 
Naresh Sharma, Bhim Sain Makhija, 
C h a u d h a r y  H a n s r a j ,  P r a d e s h 
Mahila Congress spokesperson Smt. 
Vandana Papli, District president, 
Saroj Bhardwaj, Dr. Satyanarayan, 
Madanlal Jham, Suresh Chairman, Biloo 
Yadav, Sher Singh Verma, Dhaminam 
Prajapati, Bharat Tangad, Vipin Rao, 
Prakash Rawat, Master Hukam Singh, 
Headmaster Mahendra Singh, Mukesh 
Ranga, Devkinandan, Krishna Kamal, 
Yashvir Numberdar, Sudhir Yadav, Shalu 
Chaudhary, Dharampal, Harendra, 
Ravi Sharma, Ajay Ranga, Amit Tyagi, 
private secretary Pradesh Kharkhada 
with others

HIMACHAL PRADESH
HPCC holds protest against 

Modi Government
shimla: On June 8, 2015, Himachal 
P r a d e s h  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e 
organized  protest  day against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi led BJP 
government and the anti-people 
policies that are being pursued by 
Central government, at all the district 
headquarters of the state and submitted 
memorandum to the President of 
India through respective Deputy 
Commissioners.

The  protest  at Shimla was led by 
Himachal Pradesh Congress Committee 

government had made budgetary 
provision of Rs 500 Crore, bringing back 
black money (Kala Dhan) that is stashed 
in foreign banks and anti-farmer Land 
Acquisition Bill. “BJP during Lok 
Sabha polls had promised ‘Achhe Din’ 
for the people of the country, however, 
after coming into power the party 
had forgotten all the promises and 
has since taken various anti-people 
decisions which had raised questions 
on the reality and seriousness of the 
government on these issues,” he said.

Th. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu also called 
for restoration of Special Category 
State status to Himachal Pradesh and 
clearance of arrears worth Rs 4250 
Crore to Himachal from BBMB as per 
the orders of Supreme Court of India as 
these would help the state in treading on 
growth path.

State Congress President Th. Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu said that the prices of 
petroleum products had decreased by 
more than 50 percent in recent time 
but instead of passing on the benefit 
to the general public, the Central 
government had instead hiked excise 
duty on crude oil. “The prices of crude 
oil in international market in March 
2012 were around 123 US Dollars per 
barrel and petrol at that time was made 
available to general public at Rs 73 
approximately by Congress led UPA 
government. However in May 2015, 
the prices of crude oil in international 
market is hovering around 58 US 
Dollars per barrel to 61 US Dollars per 
barrel but the Central government has 
not reduced the petrol prices which is 
being sold at Rs 71 approximately in 
the market,” he said, adding that this 
had led to rise in the transportation 
costs, resulting in increase in the cost 
of essential products.

He added that BJP government had 
also imposed cut on expenditure in 
social sectors which includes Health, 
Education, Rural Development and 
Women & Child department which is 
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against the concept of Welfare State, 
enshrined in our democracy.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
PDP-BJP Government is 

directionless: Mir
Jammu: Terming the present PDP-BJP 
government as directionless, JKPCC 
Chief Mr. Ghulam Ahmed Mir has 
said that an atmosphere of total chaos, 
confusion and uncertainty prevails in 
the state due to the wrong policies of 
the state and the Central government.

Addressing a meeting of the extended 
committee of the PCC Executive of 
Jammu province here on 22nd June, 

2015, PCC Chief said that the state 
government has miserably failed on 
all fronts and its over 100 days in 
office has only given rise to a situation 
of uncertainty, chaos and confusion 
because the present unholy coalition 
lacks direction in the absence of any 
common point in their respective 
agendas.

 Mr. Mir also expressed serious concern 
over the vitiating atmosphere of peace 
and tranquility in the state due to 
the wrong polices of the present 
governments in the state and at the 
centre. He cautioned the people about 
the designs of communal and divisive 
forces in the state who are constantly 
on a lookout for opportunities to strike 
and create hatred.

The meeting was attended by the office 
bearers of PCC besides Members of 
the Executive, MLAs/MLCs, DCC 

Presidents, Frontal Organisation heads 
and contested candidates from all over 
the province.

Expose PDP-BJP failures
Jammu: Shri Ghulam Ahmed Mir 
President JKPCC has asked the ex-
Corporators and contested candidates 
of the Congress party in the last 
urban bodies election to highlight the 
misdeeds of the ruling coalition and its 
failures to meet the genuine aspirations 
and needs of common people.

Addressing a meeting of Ex-Corporators 
of the party and contesting candidates 
of last elections to the Urban Bodies at 
PCC HQ here on 25th June, 2015. Shri 
Mir described them as the backbone of 
the party structure in urban areas which 
are information centers of spreading 
throughout the state. He said that they 
have a vital role to create awareness 
amongst the people about the policies 
of betrayal with the electorate by the 
respective coalition partners who have 
disrespected the spirit of mandate 
by them in forming the coalition by 
surrendering their commitment to the 
people. He said that after taking over the 
power the ruling partners have indulged 
in various misdeeds and have failed to 
achieve anything as a result there has 
been enormous increase in the hardship 
and day to day problems of people in 
the state.

Shri Mir referred to the denial of 
relief and rehabilitation package, 
the ongoing movement over AIIMS 

and the issue of artificial lake project 
and other anti youth policies of the 
present dispensation and manifold 
inflammation in prices of all essential 
commodities besides problems of water, 

electricity and essential civic facilities.

PCC President asked the party rank 
and file to maintain close rapport with 
the ward and block committees of the 
party and people of respective areas and 
highlight the common problems faced 
by them and render all necessary help 
for their redressal.

Blood Donation Camp held 
as tributes to Rajivji 

Jammu: Mahila Congress organized a 
blood donation camp on the eve of Rajiv 
Gandhi Ji Martyrdom on 21st May, 2015 
as Sadhbhavana Day.

Mahila workers in large numbers 
gathered at the Marble Market where 
function to pay homage & Shradanjli 

to Lt. Sh. Rajiv Gandhi Ji was organized. 
President Mahila Congress Smt. Indu 
Pawar along with other Mahila workers 
donated Blood.

Amongst others who Donated Blood 
are Ms. Reeta, Urvashi, Sushma, Geeta 
Dogra, Suman Lata, Prabha Slathia, 
Suman Chaudhary, Vandana & others.

Mahila Convention
srinagar: Jammu & Kashmir Pardesh 
Mahila Congress organized one day 
convention at PCC Head Quarter at 
Srinagar on 20th June, 2015. It was 
presided over by Sh. G.A Mir President 
JKPCC & Ms. Shobha Oza President 
All India Mahila Congress was Chief 
Guest. Ms. Neta Desouza Secretary All 
India Mahila Congress also attended the 
Convention.
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PCC President Shri G.A Mir said that 
Congress Party has always worked for 

maintaining secular fabric of country at 
all levels. He said Congress with history 
of 130 years of service to countrymen 
has always worked for progress of every 
section of society. He said that Congress 
always worked for empowerment of 
Women and 33% reservation to women 
was a result of hard work of Congress 
Party. He also said that Congress has all 
respect for women and strong women 
means strong country.

AIMC President Smt. Shobha Oza has 

said that Congress is committed to 
empower women so that our country 
makes ahead without any gender 
discrimination. 

Speaking on the occasion J&KMC 
President Ms. Indu Pawar said there no 
doubt that Congress Party is in a vibrant 
situation in the state. She exhorted 
Mahila Congress workers to remain 
steadfast in serving the Congress Party 
to the best of their ability. Others who 
spoke in the convention were Neta 
Desouza, Secretary AIMC, Shamima 
Raina, Shamima Sopori, Shamima Iqbal, 

Jawaihra, Raja Farooq and Shehzada. 

Ms. Pawar said that BJP has just one 
agenda i.e saffornizing all affairs of 
Union Govt. she said that Congress 
maintained unity & integrity of our 
nation & faced all challenges bravely 
without beating drums in media & 
public.

Mahila Congress workers led by J&KMC 
President Indu Pawar and AIMC 
President Smt. Shobha Oza held a 
protest against the Government failure 
regarding suitably rehabilitation of the 
Flood victims.

MADHYA PRADESH
Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru

Bhopal: Congressmen paid tributes 
to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on his death 
annivers ar y  here  at  t he  Shivaj i 
Nagar Congress office. Congressmen 
garlanded the photograph of Pt. Nehru. 
Senior leader Ashok Jain Bhaba asked 
Congressmen to follow the path shown 
by Pt.  Nehru.  Congressmen also 
garlanded the statue of Pt. Nehru at 
Roshanpur crossing.

O t hers  w ho  p aid  t r ibutes  were 
Pradesh Congress President Manak 
Aggarwal, Smt. Abha Singh, General 
Secretary Incharge Chandrika Prasad, 
Om Raghuvanshi, Spokesperson J.P. 
Dhanopia, Smt. Vibha Patel,  City 
Congress President, P.C. Sharma, Zahir 
Ahmad, Madhu Gargav and Ishwar 
Singh Chauhan and Guddu Chauhan.

Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru
Jabalpur: The City Congress Committee 
paid tributes to the first Prime Minister 
of India Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on his 
death anniversary and floral tributes 
were offered at his photograph. 

Those who offered tributes included 
former Mayor Shri N.P. Dubey, Dinesh 
Yadav, Kailash Tiwari, freedom fighter 
Chhotelal Jain, Sewadal Chief, Shri 

Jhallelal Jain, Mahila Congress President, 
Rekha Jain, Smt. Indira Pathak, former 
Councillor Mukesh Rathod, Balwinder 
Kuar, Amrish Mishra, Rajkumar Verma, 
Sachin Yadav, Surendra Patel, Ramdas 
Yadav, Manoj Seth, Bhagwati Jharia, 
Sailesh Rathor, Bhola Thakur, Satyendra 
Pachauri with others.

MAHARASHTRA
Death Anniversary of  

‘achhe din’
Bhiwandi: The Bhiwandi Congress, on 
the call by the Maharashtra Congress 
President, Ashok Chauhan, celebrated 
the death anniversary of the slogan, 
‘achhe din’ of Modi Government. A 
rally was taken to the Tehsildars’ office, 
led by Congress President, Shri Shaeb 
Khan Guddu.

A meeting was held in front of Tehsildar’s 
office and candles were lit. Spokesperson 
Iqbal Siddiqi said that all the promises 
made by Modiji have proved false, 
prices have not come down nor the 
black money has come back, the price 
of petrol has not come down.

Shri Shaeb Khan said the Government 
is laundering money on Modi’s visits 
but did not give compensation to the 
farmers who are committing suicides. 
Modi Government is only helping the 
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2007. He asserted that  with the two 
successive visits of Shri Rahul Gandhi 
to Punjab, the sham sympathy of Shri 
Badal for the farmers stood exposed. 
He said a rattled Shri Badal was now 
trying to allege political motives behind 
the visits.

“Shri Badal should know that Shri 
Gandhi visited the family of farmer 
Surjit Singh who had committed suicide 
without making a political show of it 
as he did not even talk to the media. 
It manifested his concern for the 
increasing incidence of suicides by 
the farmers and that too in a state like 
Punjab which has been the harbinger 
of Green Revolution. Shri Badal should 
explain as to why there has been this 
sudden jump in the number of suicides 
by the farmers in the state over the last 
few years”, he added.

He lambasted Shri Badal for cheating 
the farmers in the state  as he had 
failed to take a stand against the anti-
farmer policies of the Narendra Modi 
government in which his daughter-in-
law Smt. Harsimrat Kaur Badal was a 
Minister. He called upon Shri Badal 
to stop double crossing the people to 
secure the position of his daughter-in-
law in the Modi cabinet. He said the 
people had a right to know whether 
Smt. Badal had ever formally opposed 
any anti-farmer decision of the Modi 
government in the cabinet meetings 
or not.

He reminded Shri Badal that the hike 
in the minimum support price has been 
the highest during the 10-year rule of 
the UPA government as everything was 
on the record. He said now the Modi 
government had played a joke with the 
farmers by announcing a meagre hike 
of just Rs 50 per quintal in the MSP of 
paddy but the irony was that now he 
was silent.

He pointed out that Shri Badal had 
been promising to the farmers that with 
the change in the government at the 

centre, the Swaminathan Committee 
recommendations on the MSP would 
be implemented which ensure 50 per 
cent profit over and above the cost of 
production. He asked Shri Badal to 
explain the hike of Rs 50 per quintal 
in the price of paddy in the framework 
of  the  Swaminathan C ommittee 
recommendations.

Bajwa questioned Shri Badal that what is 
the status of the Sikh Farmers in Gujarat 
against whom Gujarat government has 
filled SLP in Hon’ble Supreme Court. 
Shri Badal should clarify his stand on 
this issue with Shri Modi and tell the 
Punjabis about the truth behind this.

DCC protest against 
Municipality

Ludhiana: On 12th June, 2015, scores 
of congressmen alongwith Member of 
Parliament S. Ravneet Singh Bittu were 
injured when police  resorted to 
lathi-charge to disperse them. This 
happened when S. Ravneet Singh Bittu 
accompanied by Shri Surinder Dawar, 
Shri Bharat Bhushan Ashu both MLA’s, 
Shri Gurpreet Gogi, President, DCC 
(Urban), S. Jagpal Singh Khangura, 
office-bearers of District Congress 
Committee (Urban), all  Congress 
C ounci l lors ,  ex-counci l lors  and 
thousands of party workers thronged 
the Municipal Corporation Complex 
to lock its premises. The police had a 
tough time when the protesters broke 
the barricades erected by them and 
reached the main gate of the complex.

  Congressmen started thronging the 
protest site from early morning. They 
were demanding the speeding up 

Corporate.

A memorandum was given to the 
Tehsildar.

Protest against Wikipedia, 
NIC

Mumbai: Irate Congress workers in 
Mulund, Mumbai, burnt banners and 
posters on 4th July, 2015 of Wikipedia 
and National Informatics Centre and 
protested against them for tweaking 
facts about Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
and his ancestors and expressed anger 
that the fascist government at the centre 
was exploiting its powers on governing 
agencies and manipulating history and 
historical icons for its narrow vested 
interests.

Led by Rajesh Ingle, General Secretary of 
Mumbai North East District Congress, 
Secretary of District Congress Baburam 
Choudhary and Block Congress office 
bearers Sanjay Jha, Shekhar Pardeshi, 
Madhu Patel, Mukim Khan, Senthil 
Tevar, Ganesh Nikam, Anil Singh, 
Arvind Bhardwaj, Chulliprasad Maurya 
and Laxman Bonagiri among others 
were part of the protest.

PUNJAB
Bajwa questions Badal’s 
attitude towards farmers

chandigarh: The Punjab Pradesh 
Congress President Shri Partap Singh 
Bajwa on 22nd June, 2015 asked the 
Chief Minister Shri Parkash Singh Badal 
to tell the people in the state as to how 
many families of the farmers, who had 
committed suicides, he had visited since 
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of stalled development projects in 
Ludhiana and clashed with the police 
when they were prevented from entering 
the building. Later to bring the situation 
under control the police took into 
custody S. Ravneet Singh Bittu and 
several senior congress leaders. 

Before this while speaking to the 
mammoth gathering S. Ravneet Singh 
Bittu accused the Corporation officials of 
undermining the elected representatives 
(Councillors) by not implementing the 
issues passed by them in the House.

S.  Ravneet  Singh Bittu said,  the 
Corporation is not taking any decision 
regarding the Property transfer as the 
people are being asked to produce proof 
of residence for the last two years and 
bring along report of the building branch 
which is hard to obtain. The NOC is not 
being provided for the regularization of 
plots and colonies as a result the work 
on the registries of properties have 
stopped. The electricity department 
is not providing connections to the 
affected families. 

Ac c u s i n g  t h e  A k a l i - B J P  S t a t e 
Government of giving step-motherly 
treatment to the city, Ravneet said the 
VAT collected from the city after the 
abolition of Octroi is being transferred 
to Bathinda by the State Government.  

RAJASTHAN
Protest against hike in Petrol/

Diesel prices
Ajmer: Congressmen, led by Pradesh 
S ewada l  S ecretar y,  Shr i  Chetan 
Chauhan, assembled at the Mahatma 
Gandhi Circuit Chang gate in protest 
against the rise in the price of petrol 
and diesel here on 17th May, 2015. 
Congressmen showed their anger by 
burning the effigy of Narendra Modi.

Shri Chauhan, addressing the protestors 
said that one year of Modi Government 
has completed but none of his promises 
has been fulfilled, instead prices are 

rising, atrocities against women are 
increasing and Modiji is busy traveling 
abroad.

Those who participated in the protest 
included Sewadal Chief Organizer 
Chandra Prakash Sharma, Former 
Chief Organizer Shri Sohan Mewoda, 
Youth Congress President, Shri Shekhar 
Sharma, Mukesh Lakkhan, Sandeep 
Sankhala, Scheduled Caste Council 
President, Khemchand Chauratiya, 
Ramlal Lakkhan, Md. Ahsan Chigari, 
Md. Salam Soni, Jagdish Prasad Sharma, 
Devendra Sharma, Praveen Moyal, 
Narendrea Padiyar,  Om Prakash 
Chauhan, Raju Joshi, former MLA 
Rajendra Tungaria, Magan Solanki, 
Usha Sharma, Alfred Masih with others.

Workers meeting held
Pali: The meeting of all Block Presidents 
of Pali District was held here on 10th 
June, 2015 which was presided over 
by District President, Shri Aziz Dard. 
AICC Secretary and co-incharge of 
Rajasthan, Shri Mirza Irshad was the 
Chief Guest. Frontal organizations also 
participated in the meeting of the party 
workers.

Shri Aziz Dard said that the Congress 
workers have to stay united and expose 
the failures of the BJP Government at 

the centre and at the State and at all 
levels. He said that the people had given 
their support to BJP for better days but 
the ‘acchhe din’ have not come. The 
BJP should answer this question to the 
public. He asked the party workers to 
be close to the people and understand 
their problems.

Shri Mirza said Congress is the Party of 
the poor and the backward class while 
BJP is of the rich and this difference 
joins us with the people. He said that 
there is no medicines in local hospitals, 
elders are waiting for their pensions 
and farmers are not getting loans 
from banks. There is no generation of 
employment. 

Protest against Vasundhara, 
Sushma Swaraj

Pali: The District Congress Committee 
held protest demonstration in front of 
the Collectorate againsty Chief Minister 
Vasundhara Raje and Union Minister 
Sushma Swaraj for helping Lalit Modi, 
who is accused in economic offence 
and the protestors asked for their 
resignations and their effigies were 
burnt.

Thousands of Congressmen, led by 
District Incharge Shri Laxman Singh 
Rawat, Pradesh Secretary and Co-
Incharge Paraswal Jain and District 
President, Aziz Dard marched from 
the Congress office to the Collectorate 
and shouted slogans against the Chief 
Minister  and the Union Foreign 
Minister and burnt their effigies.

Those present were Shri Khushvir 
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Singh Jajawar, former Speaker Shri 
Kewalchand Gulecha, Pradeep Hingad, 
District Vice-President Mohan Hatela, 
B as i r udding ,  G enera l  S ecretar y 
Mahavir Singh Sukerlai, Ratan Pawar, 
Ramzan Khoj, Purna Singh Meena, 
District Mahila Congress President 
Neelam Birla, Block President, Madan 
Joshi, Bhawarlal Dhaka, Lunaram Jat, 
Bherusingh Rajpurohit, Dilip Singh 
Karnaut, Laxminarayan Tanwar, leader 
of the opposition Bhanwar Rao with 
Ganwesdhari of Sewadal with others.

UTTAR PRADESH
Demand for CBI enquiry

Lucknow: Congress protested and 
demanded a CBI enquiry into the 
murder of a journalist in Shahjahanpur 
and alleged that the state government 
was protecting the criminal minister.

A delegation of the Congress Party, led 

by former minister, Shri Rambuishna 
Dwivedi handed over a memorandum to 
the state governor Shri Ram Naik at the 
Raj Bhawan on 17th June, 2015.

Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 
celebrated

Lucknow: The birthdays of Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi was 
celebrated at the UPCC headquarters 
have on 19 June under the presidentship 
of former MP and UPCC president, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri. Sweets were distributed 
and Congressmen prayed for the sound 
health and long life of Shri Rahul 
Gandhi.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Khatri said 
that Shri Rahul Gandhi has maintained 
high standard of virtues and ideals in 
politics and asked Congressmen to 
emulate him. He said that Shri Rahul 
Gandhi wants that the poor and all 
class of people have equal rights in the 
society and we should take inspiration 
from Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Dr. Khatri also prayed for the good 
health and long life of Shri Rahul 
Gandhi. The function was conducted by 
UPCC treasurer and former MLC Shri 
Harish Bajpayee.

State-wide agitation over 
power hike

Lucknow: As per the directions of the 
UPCC President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, 
the District and the City Congress 
Committees carried out protest at all the 
Block/District headquarters throughout 
the State on 29th June, 2015 against the 
increase of power tariff by 14 percent. 
The protest demonstration was against 
the UP government to roll back the 
power tariff. On this agitation will 
continue. An effigy of Chief Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav was also burnt. In some 
districts Congress protestors were lathi-
charged. In Gorakhpur UPCC Secretary, 
Shri Shailendra Pandey suffered injuries 
and his leg was fractured. He has been 
admitted to the civil hospital.

In Lucknow, City Congress Committee 
President, Shri Bodhlal Shukla and 
District Congress President, Shri Gaurav 
Chaduhary jointly led thousands of 
Congress workers and assembled at 
the Congress Headquarters from where 

they marched towards the Vidhan 
Sabha. They were stopped at the Lal 
Bahadur Shastri Marg by the police. 
The Congressmen then burnt the effigy 
of the State Government and by slogans 
demanded the power tariff to be taken 
back.

In Faizabad District, District Congress 

President Shri Ramdas Verma and 
City President, Rajendra Pratap Singh 
led the protesting Congressmen to 
the collectorate and were stopped at 
the District Hospital by the police. 
The Congressmen then handed over a 
memorandum stating roll-back of power 
tariff to the SDM there itself. Similarly, 
in Gorakhpur, Congressmen led by City 
Congress President, Shri Arun Agrahir 
held protest demonstration and burnt 
an effigy. Police resorted to lathi-charge 
and UPCC Secretary, Shri Shailendra 
Pandey was injured and admitted to 
hospital. On the occasion incharge Shri 
Ghanshyam Sahay with thousands of 
Congressmen was present. In the Basti 
District, District Congress President, 
Shri Virendra Pratap Pandey led the 
demonstration and burnt the effigy 
at Nehru crossing in which former 
MLA, Ram Jiyavan, Shri Premshanker 
D w ive di ,  C h hote l a l  Tiwar i  and 
many Congressmen were present. In 
Balrampur, led by District President, 
Shri Anuj Singh and in Siddharth 
Nagar, led by Pradesh Congress General 
Secretary, Shri Arun Prakash Singh 
presented at the Tehsil headquarters. 
In other Districts of Rampur, Amrola, 
Sambhal  City,  Smabhal  Distr ic t , 
Shajahanpur City, Bareilly District 
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and City, Badiun District and City, 
Orriya, Allahabad District and City, 
Dumariaganj, Gautambudh Nagar, 
Mahanagar President Shri Mukesh 
Yadav and Pradesh Secretary, Shri 
Rajendra Aavana led the agitation, City 
President, Shri Ramji Gupta led the 
agitation in Mughalsari, and District 
President, Shri Vineet Dikshit led the 
agitation in Sitapur to demand the 
withdrawal of power hike.

A Congress delegation comprising 
former Minister, Shri Satyadev Tripathi, 
former Minister Shri Rajbahadur, former 
MLC, Shri Harish Bajpayee, Shri Siraj 
Mehandi and Pradesh Congress General 
Secretary Shri Onkarnath Singh, met 
the Power Regulatory Commission 
Chairman, Shri Deshdeepak Verma and 
demanded to roll-back the power tariff 
immediately.

Pradesh Mahila Congress in their 
agitation to withdraw power hike, 
gave memorandum to the concerned 
officers at all districts of the state on 1st 
July, 2015. In the Lucknow agitation, 
Pradesh Mahila Congress President, 
Smt. Pratima Singh was present.

Congressmen celebrate Rahul 
Gandhi’s Birthday

A l l a h a b a d :  T h e  C o n g r e s s m e n 
celebrated the 45th birthday of Congress 
Vice-President and MP Shri Rahul 
Gandhi here at Swarjya Bhawan under 
the presidentship of UPCC executive 
member and spokesman, Shri Kishore 
Varshney.

UPCC General Secretary and Ex. Mayor 
Ch. Jitendra Nath Singh cut a cake on 
this occasion. They distributed lunch 
packets and clothes among the orphan 
children and poor of CNI, Brindra 
Pd. Bal Ashra Kamla Nehru Hospital, 
Sangam Bank and other places of the 
city and wished long life of Rahul ji. 
Ch. Jitendra said Rahul ji has become 
an inspiration for the youth who now 
look up to him to lead them well into 

the 21st Century.

Shri Varshney exhorted the youth to 
imbibe Shri Rahul Gandhi to whom 
countrymen have great expectations. 
He is the future of India and resembles 
his late father Rajiv Gandhi.

UPCC Minority Deptt. V.C. Fuzail 
Hashmi, UPCC member, Dr. Ramesh 
Jaiswal, S.S. Malviya, Dr. Satya Pandey, 
Parvez Siddque, Abhinna Varshney, 
Irshad  Ul la ,  Ajay  Mishra ,  K .C. 
Srivastava, Anil Mishra, Naveen Sinha, 
Rajan Srivastva, K.K. Verma, Rajendra 
Jaiswal, Meena Sharma, Rajendra 
Agarwal, Ashish Mishra, Rajat Arora, 
Keshav Lal and many others were 
present in the programmes. 

Protest against Land 
Ordinance

Bahedi: The Bahedi Block Congress 
on the directive of the AICC showed 
their opposition of the land acquisition 
ordinance by burning the copies of the 
Bill.

Other who participated in this protest 
were Chaudhary Bhawan Singh, Saied 
Shamshad Ali, Mukarram Ali Khna, 
Khajan Singh mauraya, Rajesh Pathak, 
Aquil Ahmad Rai, Navi Raja and Jalees 
Ahmad.

Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru
Etah: Congressmen paid tributes to Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru on his 52nd death 
anniversary in the Congress office on 
G.T. Road.

Shri Shishupal Singh Yadav and former 
MLA and UPCC General Secretary, Shri 

Surendra Kashyap garlanded the statue 
of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime 
Minister of the country. Other senior 
leaders also offered floral tributes and 
a debate was organized.

The debate was addressed by Shri Pradeep 
Paliwal, Shri Brahamashankar Sharma, 
Shri Rakesh Yadav, Shri Mohammed 
Ahmad, Shri Firashat-ullaah Lodhi, 
Smt. Pushpa Upadhaya, Smt. Purnima 
Singh, Smt. Ajjo Devi, Shri Rajnikant 
Sharma, Shri Rakesh Aggarwal and Shri 
Om Prakash Kashyap.

BJP government has failed on 
all fronts

Firozabad: The City Congress Sewa 
Dal Chief Shri Nurulhuda Lala Rhine 
Gandhi said the BJP government at the 
Centre has failed in fulfilling its election 
promises.

Shri Nurulhuda said that the Prime 
Minister had assured that within 100 
days of coming to power, the Black 
Money would be brought back. One 
year has passed but the black money 
has not come back. The Prime Minister 
had said that Rs. 15 lakh would come in 
each account. Has that happened even 
after completion of one year? The Modi 
Government is proved wrong.

He said the Modi government has failed 
in securing our borders, has failed in 
stopping price rise and instead opposite 
of what he said has happened. The 
‘achhe din’ slogan has just remained a 
dream.

Shri Nurulhuda said that the BJP 
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Government has given nothing but false 
promises. The BJP government is still 
busy hiding their failures. The people 
however have come to know the truth.

Protest over water supply
Kanpur: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee, led by former Pradesh 
Secretary, Shri Pradeep Mishra protested 
and handed over a memorandum to the 
Water Supply Department Chief Shri 
Jawahar Ram and urging that water 
supply demand in the city is fulfilled and 
the hand pumps in the city are repaired 
to meet this situation and Shri Ram has 
assured that the hand pumps would be 
repaired soon.

Sh r i  Mi s h r a  to l d  w ate r  s upply 
department chief that thousands of 
hand pumps in the city were not 
working and in some areas polluted 
water was being supplied. He demanded 
that in Muslim populated areas the 
supply of water is made available during 
the time of Ramzan.

Those present were Vishal Sharma, 
Aditya Chaube, Brijest Gupta, Rajesh 
Va r u n ,  A h at s h a mu d d i n ,  Ta r u n 
Agnihotri, Virendra Patwal, Badri 
Mishra, Ankit Anand with others.

Memorandum given
Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee handed over a memorandum 
to the Governor through the Deputy 
Collector to give 70% compensation to 
the farmers of Behadi who suffered the 
loss of their crops due to unseasonal 
rains.

On the call of the UPCC, a protest 
march was organized in Behadi district 
in which Dharmendra Sharma, Ch. 
Bhagwan Singh, Mukram Ali khan, 
District President, Ramdev Pandey, 
Hashim Ansari, Jalish Ahmad, Ch. 
R anj it  Singh,  R amawtar  Sharma 
participated.

The memorandum contained problems 
like compensation to farmers for their 
crops, against the land acquisition 
ordinance, immediate payment of 
arrears to cane growers by the Caslte 
Sugar Mills, to hand over examination 
building to the College authorities, to 
arrange Urdu teachers in Inter-College, 
traffic arrangements from bypass to 
Kotwali and stop power cuts in Behadi.

 Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 
celebrated

Lucknow: Congressmen, led by former 
District Congress Vice-President, 
Shri Mehndi Hassan, celebrated the 
birthday of Congress Vice-President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi here on 19th June, 

2015 and distributed sweets in front of 
the Vidhan Sabha. They also gave fruit 
and sweets to the poor in some colonies.

Also present  were  former Chief 
Spokesperson, Shri Subodh Srivastav, 
Shri Anshi Roza, Rehan Ahmad, Dr. 
Ajil Usmani, Dr. Javeed Masih, Ayub 
Siddiqi, Vijya Kumar, Avinash Pathak, 
Kumar Raza, Hyder Raza, Ashrof with 
others.

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Swami Vivekanand
Death Anniversary 
4th July

Lokmanya Bal 
Gangdhar Tilak
Birth Anniversary 
23rd July

Chandra Sekhar 
Azad
Birth Anniversary 
23rd  July

(1863-1902)

(1856-1920)

(1906-1931)

Aruna Asaf Ali
Birth Anniversary
16th July
Birth Anniversary
29th July

(1909-1996)

K. Kamaraj 
Birth Anniversary
15th July

(1903-1975)
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Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 
celebrated

Meerut: Congressmen, led by District 
Congress Vice-President, Mehmood 
Imran celebrated the birthday of 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi here on 19th June, 2015.

O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  s w e e t s  w e r e 
distributed to the children living in 
juggis at Kath-ka-pul. Shri Imran 
thereafter prayed for the long life and 
good health of Shri Rahul Gandhi and 
asked the youth to strengthen the hand 
of Shri Rahul Gandhi and to fight for 
the cause of poor and the weak. Cold 
drink was distributed to the possers-by 
on the main road.

Also present were Ricken Ahulawalia, 
R o h t a s h ,  N a r e n d r a  A g g a r w a l , 
C h au d h a r y  S h a m s u d d i n ,  P u n i t 
Sharma, Shueb Sabri, Iqbal Idrasi, 
Phujal Pahalwan, Md. Sadiq with 
others.

Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 
celebrated

Unnao: Congressmen here celebrated 
t he  bi r t hday  of  C ong ress  Vice-
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi with 
pomp and show on 19th June, 2015. 
Fruit was give to hospital inmates 
while sweets were given to all others.

Former MP, Annu Tandon led the 
Congress workers to the District 
hospital to distribute fruit and also 
prayed for the long life and good health 
of Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The birthday of Shri Rahul Gandhi 
was celebrated at the District Congress 
office and the function was presided 
over by district Congress President, 
Shri Hasan Wasif.

On the occasion, Smt. Tandon said 
that the birthday of Shri Rahul Gandhi 
be celebrated as ‘Sankalp’ diwas and 

al l  the Congress  workers should 
resolve this day to strengthen the 
hands of Shri  Rahul Gandhi and 
to f ight  a long with him with the 

even rural electrification has to be 
collective. Such a call was against the 
fundamental rule of governance.  

Let’s understand the idea of 100 smart 
cities. Who and what would they do? 
I don’t think we need experts from 
abroad, we have enough talent in 
India. In the name of development, 
properties, individual houses and 
shops in urban areas will be acquired 
and demolished. He/She may keep on 
crying but no one to hear. Thousand 
crores of Rs are planed but has 
anybody realized, it will only lead to 
chaotic conditions causing migration 
and overcrowding and the rural 
growth will be effected substantially, 
apart from creating serious health 
problems as is being faced in every 
metropolitan town. The need of the 
hour is decentralization and not to 
proceed in reverse direction. The 
ordinance will adversely affect people 
in urban areas.

The ordinance has been designed to 
suit a particular crazy section contrary 
to the constitutional philosophy and 
concept of equity,only to capture 
valuable lands. 

Mr. Amit Shah, President, BJP says 

land will not be acquired to favor 
corporate. What is the significance of 
his statement in the face of ordinance 
since law will not change by his 
statement. 

The rehabilitation and resettlement 
award has been totally nullified as only 
one member of affected family of farm 
labour will be entitled to compulsory 
employment, whereas under Act 2013, 
all categories have been included.  It 
is mind boggling to see why purchase 
of land by private negotiation has 
been simplified and kept out of rigor 
of the Act, which will have serious 
repercussion/consequences on our 
economy. 

Looking from all angles, the ordinance  
2015 is a death trap and lays a 
foundation rather than growth. It 
may prove suicidal for the nation and 
requires a total reconsideration.  

We should support Rahul ji in his 
initiative to educate people about this 
draconian Ordinance. v

K.c.MIttAL
Advocate, Secretary (HRLD)

A.I.C.C.

continued from page 24

bETWEEn ThE LInEs LAnD ORDInAnCE 2015

present Central Government which 
was working against the poor and the 
farmers. They should be ready for this 
struggle. She also asked the workers to 
resolve that they will be ready to give 
sacrifice to save democracy.

District Congress President Hasan 
Wasif which wishing birthday greetings 
to Shri Rahul Gandhi said that the 
people and workers of Unnao are with 
Shri Rahul Gandhi for his struggle 
against this Government. v
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A Mahila Congress Convention was 
organized on 21st May 2015 by Shri 

Sukhwinder Singh Sukkhu, President, 
Himachal PCC in Shimla, in which 
about 700 women from all over the State participated. 
Besides AIMC President, Dr. Girja Vyas, Chairperson, 
Vichar Vibhag AICC, Shri Raja Rampal, Secretary, AICC, 
Smt. Viplove Thakur, MP, all eminent women leaders of 
the State and Smt. Perpeet Brar, Secretary, AIMC, Incharge 
Himachal Pradesh Mahila Congress also addressed the 
audience. 

Smt. Shobha Oza exhorted Mahila Congress functionaries 
to play a pro-active role in politics so that they can enhance 
their role in the society. She further said that the Party would 
raise the issue of 33% reservation of women in Parliament 
in the coming session. 

The AIMC President was deputed from 23rd June to 26th 
June by the AICC to hold Press Conferences in Guwahati, 
Jammu, Raipur and Pune to propagate the failures 
of incumbent Central Government under the Prime 
Ministership of Shri Narendra Modi, on the completion of 
one year of its governance.

To commemorate the Death Anniversary of our beloved 
Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi, Blood Donation Camps 
were organized on 21st May 2015 by the Mahila Congress 
units across the country. On 26th May 2015, Massive 
Demonstrations were held and effigies of Narendra Modi 
were burnt by Mahila Congress units throughout the 
country, to register protest against the anti-poor, anti-
farmer, anti-women and anti-common-man policies of the 
Central Government and its failure to fulfill its promises 
made to the nation during Lok Sabha elections. 

On 2nd June 2015, the AIMC President attended a 
programme in MHOW, Madhya Pradesh which was 
organized by S.C Department of AICC, to celebrate 125th 
Birth Anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. The Chief Guest 
of the programme was Shri Rahul Gandhi, Hon’ble Vice-
President of the AICC. 

Smt. Indu Pawar, President, Jammu & Kashmir organized 
a Mahila Congress Convention in Srinagar on 12th June 
2015, which was addressed by AIMC President as the Chief 
Guest. Ms. Netta D’ Souza, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge J&K 

MAhILA 
COnGREss

PMC, alongwith the PCC President and other eminent local 
leaders, was present on the Dias. The Convention was very 
well attended by the Mahila Congress cadre. She also went 
to participate in Election Campaign of Congress candidate 
in Mandsaur bi-election on 21st & 22nd June 2015. 

On 16th June 2015, the All India Mahila Congress organized 
a demonstration opposite BJP Headquarters, demanding 
the resignation of External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma 
Swaraj and sought a Supreme Court-monitored SIT probe 
into the Lalit Modi scandal and burnt her effigy. The 
demonstration was led by AIMC President.      

The Mahila Congress units across the country celebrated 
Shri Rahul Gandhi’s Birthday on 19th June 2015, by holding 
protest demonstrations against Land Acquisition Bill 
Ordinance, which the Modi Government in the Centre is 
keen to pass, since the welfare of farmers is very dear to Shri 
Rahul Gandhi’s heart. 

The All India Mahila Congress president Smt. Shobha Oza 
led a protest demonstration on 25th June 2015, against 
External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj, HRD 
Minister Smt. Smriti Irani, Rajasthan Chief Minister Smt. 
Vasundra Raje Scindia and Maharashtra’s Women & Child 
Development Minister Smt. Pankaja Munde outside the BJP 
Headquarters, where the Mahila Congress workers burnt 
their effigies, shouted slogans and demanded resignation of 
the four women leaders of the BJP with immediate effect. 

(dr. shobhna shah)
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cOMPrOMIsInG WItH tHE nAtIOnAL 
sEcUrItY

Spokesperson: Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi: He said that one of 
the strangest and most mysterious approaches to a major national 
security issue is the Rafale aircraft issue and its purchase from 
France. What is extremely mysterious and worried part of it is the 
series of unanswered questions raised everyday by the antics of the 
Central Government of different levels of the Central government 
and of the level no less than the Defence Minister himself.

Dr. Singhvi said that in less than a month-on five different 
occasions-no less than the Defence Minister of the country, has 
said the following and if the country is not mystified to put it 
mildly, I wonder what answers we can have for this kind of flip-
flop and complete utter chaos and confusion.

The Defence Minister says-

On 13th April  “Any Rafale purchases in future, over and above 
the 36 announced on Friday, would be through direct negotiations 
with France.”

On April 16th  “I feel that some more Rafale jets may be required 
but need to figure out how we can acquire them.”

On May 11th  “The basic message is that the Rafale deal has been 
restricted in number. By doing this, we will free about Rs. 60,000  
Rs. 65,000 crore money which will be used for Make-in-India.’’

On May 26th  “I am not saying we will buy more Rafale; I am not 
saying we will not buy more.”

On May 31st  “We are not buying the rest. We are only buying 
the direct 36. I also feel like having a BMW and Mercedes. But I 
don’t because I can’t afford it. 

irst I can’t afford it and second I don’t need it. So, 126 Rafales was 
economically unviable. It was not required.”

Dr. Singhvi said this is amazing set of statements. I want to ask 
the following questions  

1. It appears that the Statement now is that we will buy fly-away 
condition 36 and no more. Is it so or not, please clarify the 
Government of India  the Defence Minister.

2. if this is so and it is supposed to promote Make in India, what 
happened to the emphasized, much repeated and hyped Make 
in India, TOT (Transfer of Technology) component of the deal. 
So, Transfer of Technology is Zero.

3. Will MMCR (Multi Medium Role Combat) Aircrafts ever 

get manufactured in India and the whole purpose was to 
manufacture the same by Transfer of Technology in India  
so, once you get TOT in India, you generate employment, 
you manufacture here and the most important is that India 
becomes an exporting country. Entire MMCR is perhaps 
scrapped  are you, therefore, going to be happy only with the 
Light Combat Aircraft  which you call  Tejas, Medium Multi 
Role Combat is obviously is a higher category than light.

We demand that the Prime Minister with his great jingoism about 
patriotism, national security and defence of India comes clean 
on this because repeatedly, the Air Force has demanded at least 
45 Squadrons comprising 20 aircrafts each. Today we have less 
than 27 Squadrons comprising MIGs and Mirages.

So, Mr. Prime Minister and the Defence Minister, are you saying 
that you are compromising national security with China doing 
daily incursions, with Pakistan just today and yesterday talking of 
Kashmir, with so many things happening in our neighbourhood? 
The whole Rafale deal was started years ago because we wanted 
to increase by 10-15 Squadrons. As per the last statement of the 
Defence Minister, you don’t need it. How do you not need when 
your own calculations, your own Air Force has repeatedly talked 
of the need? It can only be at the cost of national security. So, if 
they will be manufactured, then these statements are false.

Can India’s defence preparedness be met by adding just one or 
two more Squadrons to our exiting 35 Squadron strength? Please 
answer the lead question. Do we not need 10 Squadrons or in your 
Air Force there is a need for only one or two? Can your diplomatic 
moves in China and Pakistan be adequately protected and secured 
by such minimal advance of Medium Multi Range Aircraft. It is 
mysterious. The original plan was to get 18 Rafale in fly-away 
condition. Every TOT has a fly-away component also and 108, 
which is like 6 Squadrons or 5 Squadrons, to be manufactured 
under TOT by a Public Sector i.e. manufactured in India.

Dr. Singhvi further said Mr. Modi is talking of Make in India 
and the Defence Minister actually committing the usage irony 
by saying that we are promoting Make in India by cancelling 108 
which was to be manufactured in India. It is a kind of cruel joke 
on the nation. We have most importantly received contradictory 
statements  no answers. Wednesday, 3rd June, 2015

cOncErn ABOUt IncIdEnts  
In nOrtH-EAst

Spokesperson: Shri R.P.N. Singh: He said that I am behalf of 
the Congress Party pay condolences to those jawans who were 
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massacred in Manipur and express my respects to their family 
members.

Shri Singh said that such a big incident has happened after 33 
years in this country which is very unfortunate. I would like that 
the government takes some stringent steps to stop such incidents. 
After 33 years such incidents are happening in the Easter part of 
this country, for the post ten years our government was there and 
we had taken all those steps to maintain peace in the North-East. 
We had maintained peace talks, but within one year of BJP rule, 
three such incidents have already happened in the North-East. 
We talk of Intelligence Department  the intelligence agencies don’t 
even know who are behind these incident. When BJP was in the 
opposition, they used to say that the UPA government takes soft 
steps on terrorism. It is a matter of utter sadness today that our 
intelligence agencies is unable to tell as to who is behind this big 
incident.

Our Defence Minister  whose main work is the security of our 
country and the security of our jawans. He gives vague statement 
everyday  sometimes talks of eyes of Ganeshji  sometimes that 
extremism will finish extremism, sometimes says that people 
should be bombed to reduce population. I feel that Defence 
Minister of the Country is a big post. He should instead of giving 
such statements, should pay attention towards the security of 
our jawans and our country, it would have been better that such 
incidents would not have happened.

Shri Singh said that as that has happened in Manipur, and if we 
look at the West, we see that more than a thousand cease fires have 
been violated within one year. Shri Singh queried if the security of 
this country would be safe like this? Our country will not remain 
safe by speeches and promises. Whatever appreciation we talk of 
our jawans is loss. BJP has made boastful talks when we were in 
power and said that they would have killed hundred jawans of the 
other country for the life of one Indian jawan killed. Bu the truth 
is something else. Friday, 5th June, 2015

WAItInG FOr An AnsWEr FrOM tHE PM
Shri Gulam Nabi Azad and Shri Jairam Ramesh: Shri Gulam Nabi 
Azad said that in the leadership of Maharashtra, the figure of 
those dead after drinking poisonous liquor has gone beyond 100 
in Mumbai. The Congress president, Smt. Gandhi has consoled 
the families of those dead. The Congress Party demands the 
Maharashtra government to take strict action against those who 
are behind this racket and that a law, should be made that no such 
incident happens in the future.

As regards this press conference of mine and Shri Jairam Ramesh, 
the issue is ten-day old which is against Foreign Minister Sushma 
Swaraj, chief minister of Rajasthan Vasundhara Raje and her son, 
about which the whole country knows. It was in the newspapers 
and the channels.

All the countrymen want to know as to what action Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has taken? Everyday fresh news is coming, some 
from Delhi and some which appeared in London. Every day the 
names of big leaders are appearing, in today newspapers many 
names of top foreign leaders have appeared. There was mention 

about Indian leader and the Finance Ministry and it was also 
mentioned that one of the MP from the BJP has even said about his 
own party that action should be taken in this issue or he would sit 
with the opposition, this statement has come from Shri Kirti Azad.

The prime minister is quiet over the issue and it seems that is 
happening under the partnership of prime minister. The way 
travel documents were arranged for Lalit Modi, the way the chief 
minister who was the then leader of the opposition, who gave 
authority to Lalit Modi, gave an undertaking, to live in London 
and said that the Indian government should not know about this 
and even after all this the prime minister does not speak then 
it is not a hidden fact that Lalit Modi and prime minister have 
a relation. Because both have been holding different positions 
in the field of cricket for the past so many years, they had close 
relationship.

Thus, we are slowly reaching a conclusion that the prime minister 
is himself involved in this. We feel sorry about this and would 
like to know, our party would like to know on 6 January, 2015, 
there was a case registered in the Delhi High Court, about the 
transaction between Lalit Modi and the son of chief minister of 
Rajasthan. When the case come before the Delhi High Court and 
the Additional Solicitor General of India, Shri Sanjay Jain took 
the undertaking on behalf of the Finance Ministry, government of 
India and Enforcement Directorate. Three points were mentioned 
in the undertaking.

On the one side their ministry is giving on undertaking that 
the Enforcement Directorate is looking into it, action is being 
taken, a logical conclusion would be taken and secondly, the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister speaks to the media abroad and says 
it is a commercial transaction between them. This is a clean-cut 
indication that attempt is being made to save Shri Lalit Modi and 
Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhra Raje’s son. My accusation is 
that by this statement that ED will be influenced.

The Enforcement Directorate which has given an undertaking. 
Now, if their minister takes a different stand, he gives a clean chit 
on this illegal transaction, which is unlawful. This business was 
going on between Lalit Modi and son of Rajasthan chief Minister 
Vasundhara Raje and the Finance Ministry hold that and this 
transaction legal and say that this is a commercial transaction. I 
have doubts that the Enforcement Directorate would not proceed 
ahead on this issue.

Therefore, our party wants to ask five questions from the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister.

Shri Jairam Ramesh said that today our party has raised five 
questions and these are being raised because we feel that four 
important laws have been broken. Provision of Anti-Corruption 
Act, Foreign Exchange Management Act, Provision of Money 
Laundering Act and Indian Penal Code. These are four important 
laws and they have been broken. These were related by our 
Foreign minister Sushma Swaraj and chief minister of Rajasthan 
Vasundhara Raje. You will also get our statement that provisions 
of the law have been violated. We have given the details and it is 
clear from this, because provisions of law has been violated, not 
just one, not just two, but have violated four laws.
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It is our demand that investigation should be held and the issue 
is clear that Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj and chief minister 
of Rajasthan Vasudhara Raje have violated four laws in the Lalit 
incident. Secondly, I would just state what our leader of the 
opposition in the Rajya Sabha has said and I would only repeat the 
statement of Finance minister which has come from Washington, 
about giving clean chit to chief minister of Rajasthan and her son. 
This is quite astonishing that a senior advocate of this government 
says in the Delhi High Court that Enforcement Directorate is 
investigating and it will keep on going till no result comes out.

It has become clear from the statement of the Finance Minister 
that the investigation of the Enforcement Directorate is just a white 
wash. If the concerned Minister of Enforcement Directorate says 
that this was a commercial transaction, then how can we believe 
that the Enforcement Directorate would carry out independent 
investigation?

So, five new questions today, violation of four laws and Finance 
Minister’s Washington statement, goes against the undertaking 
given in the Delhi High Court. Yoga Diwas has passed away but 
the prime minister is still sitting in ‘Maun Vrat” (silence mode), 
when will he come out of the silence mode and speak of his mind.

He should take the people of the country in confidence, the Lalit 
Modi incident which is happening for the past ten days, our 
countrymen one so concerned about it, in which senior minister 
is involved, we have heard nothing from the Prime Minister, 
whole country is hearing his silent roar. In this situation we want 
that the prime minister gets up from his slumber and at least say 
something. Not 34 question, today’s five questions but at least 
give answer to one or two questions. Monday, 22nd June, 2015

tHE trUtH Is OUt
Spokesperson: Shri Jairam Ramesh: He said, friends, the curtain 
has been raised and the truth is out. Chief Minister of Rajasthan 
says what papers, I do not know about them. Second day, she 
says that I do not remember if it has my signatures. Today, 
those papers were presented before the people. Vasundhara Raje 
had given statement on 18th August, 2011 on the basis of that 
statement she had demanded that Lalit Modi who is an absconder, 
absconder are not my words, this was the statement of Former 
Home Secretary, Shri R.K. Singh that he is an absconder, she gave 
21-point statement in support of that absconder to the British 
Government and demanded that Lalit Modi is given permission 
to stay in England.

First of all that Chief Minister of Rajasthan has lied, she had said 
that I do not remember whether those papers carry my signature 
or not. Today, those papers are before the people.

I would like to tell the BJP Chief Amit Shah that these signatures 
are not fake, these are the real signatures

And the Prime Minister has just one way, which we are 
demanding. We also said that the Chief Minister of Rajasthan 
has violated four laws.

Preservation of Corruption Act, Indian Penal Code, Money 
Laundering Act and the Passport Act and today it has become 
clear that she had given a statement in support of Lalit Modi 
and when the BJP was asked whether the Chief Minister would 
be asked to resign? The BJP spokesperson said where are those 
papers, if papers are there then there will be resignation. Today, 
when the papers are there are they fake, they are real. Are the 
signatures fake, no, they are real signatures.

Now, there is only one way out, the government which speaks of 
morality, which talks of Zero tolerance of corruption. What not 
was spoken by the Prime Minister, about transparency, about 
responsibility, he now has only one way. In fact, there should be 
resignation of three Ministers today, Chief Minister of Rajasthan, 
Human Resource Minister and the Foreign Minister. The facts that 
have come in the open today before the public is that Vasundhara 
Raje had signed the papers on 18th August, 2011, and nobody 
can deny it.

We feel that she should resign immediately. What not she has 
done in support of Lalit Modi. in the support documents she 
has given, she has said in those documents that these should not 
be made public.

What she has said, is a different issue, but our demand is that 
BJP had said that if signatures will be there then the resignation 
of the Chief Minister of Rajasthan would be taken. Today, we are 
demanding what the BJP had said. The Chief Minister of Rajasthan 
should resign in a few hours from now.

Today, the question is not this whether she will resign or not. 
The question is when will she resign? Tonight or tomorrow. 
Wednesday, 24th June, 2015


