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We congratulate the people of India and all our readers on the occasion of the 69th Independence Day. 

The August 2015 issue of the Congress Sandesh marks the completion of 18 years of its publication. Over the 
years the Congress Sandesh has become better, more presentable and more informative. This is the longest 
tenure in Congress history when an official publication has continued to be published. The credit must go to 
the Congress President without whose backing and continued interest this could not have been possible. She 

not only took interest in its publication but also guided on the content. This clearly displayed the level of her participation. 
We at the Sandesh are grateful for her support and wish her all the best in her life and in service to the party. We are equally 
thankful to our Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi whose timely suggestions and inputs were extremely useful for making it 
a more effective medium.

In these columns we have often written that Parliament is a forum of debate and cooperation and it is possible with floor 
management of the ruling party with the opposition to resolve all issues. But today there is a Government whose arrogance, 
stemming out of its numbers is not willing to cede any space to the collective will of the opposition. It is due to this reason 
that important time of the Monsoon session has been lost. It pains the Congress as much as anyone on the streets that this has 
happened. But the arrogance of a Party led by a Prime Minister who choses to be a moot spectator and does not extent a hand 
of reconciliation has been seen but for the first time since the parliament was formed. The BJP has to blame itself for the fact 
that no business could happen. One wonders if there is a design of the ruling party in not letting the house function?

When the BJP led NDA came to power with an absolute majority, a feat achieved after several decades it presented a face 
of humility by addressing the need of a functional opposition in a democracy. In a way ridiculing the Congress, it talked 
about the fact that Congress was not being able to fulfill its responsibility since its numbers fell below the minimum ten per 
cent to appoint a leader of opposition. Of course this was the choice of the Government to appoint, as it is a constitutional 
requirement. Not withstanding all that, today the BJP is calling Congress obstructionist since it is asking the government to 
work within political propriety. To live by the standards set by themselves.

Having become heady due to the brute force of numbers in the Lok Sabha it is not willing to look into the kinks in its armor 
and ask some important functionaries spread over the country to step down for having carried out acts of misdemeanor. They 
say we are willing to debate so long as you agree that our leaders have done no wrong and raise your hands in our favor when 
asked. Of course they have established that they have two sets of standards one for themselves and the other for those opposed 
to them.  The GST Bill being touted as the greatest game changer was not allowed to go through five years back due to the 
BJP. Just imagine how much ground could have been covered for the people in this time. Their leaders stand up to say that 44 
people are standing in the way of the will of 350 people. But that is democracy! The opposition will make itself heard and try 
to bring the issues of the public in front of the government. And use whatever means are available to achieve their objective.

The Prime Minister addressed the nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort for the 68th Independence Day celebration. This 
forum is normally used by the Prime Ministers to give an account of the year gone by and the road map of the Government 
for the year to come. The PM in his inimitable style used this occasion as if he was addressing a public rally. Accept for being 
self-congratulatory for achievements not actually achieved, leading a Government in which issues of corrupt practices are 
arising in every nook and corner, to name his government corruption free is as hollow a claim as his promise during elections 
of depositing 15 lacs of black money in every account.

By introducing his bill aimed at crippling the rights of agriculturists he brought down the slogan Jai Kisan. Now with the 
manner in which the people from forces are being humiliated and even attacked for the much promised by him ‘One Rank, 
One Pension’ he has also put to rest the slogan Jai Jawan. The Government of course does not realize the implications of 
disgruntled armed forces from which one expects the protection of the country from enemies even at the cost of their lives.

The Prime Minister makes much of the large number of accounts opened in Banks with his Jan Dhan yojna. But people are 
asking how is 0it making their life better. The banks are burdened with additional work that is costing them money and 
lowering their profitability and people are still waiting for the deposit of 15 lacs in their account.

We remember our great youthful leader Rajiv Gandhi on his 71st  Birthday on 20th  August. Rajiv ji set the tone for the 
needs of the twenty first century of a young India full of youth and knowledge. It is he who had set the reforms agenda later 
implemented by the then Finance Minister after his brutal and sad assassination. The biggest contribution of Rajiv Ji was in 
communication that was liberalized during his tenure and brought in science and technology. The nation and more so the 
Congress party, misses his contribution and remembers him with reverence.

The Congress Sandesh offers its heartfelt condolences on the passing away of the Smt Shuvra Mukherjee, the wife of Hon’ble 
President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee and prays for the peace of her soul. v
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Does the NDA Government led by PM Modi have a foreign policy 

especially vis  a vis Pakistan or it is being implemented whimsically with 

constant flip flops on its stated position.

The Stated policy of the NDA whether now or during the Vajpayee era 

and before it came to power has been that there is no logic to talks while 

our borders are being attacked. After displaying a 56-inch chest in matters 

of tackling terrorists acts and violations at our border, the anxiety of the 

Government to hold talks of NSA level with Pakistan is inexplicable. It is 

fairly clear with more than 40 incidents on our border in the recent days 

and the catching of a live terrorist sent to cause mayhem in India that the 

real powers that be in our neighboring country are not interested in any 

peace with India.

The constant loss of lives of our armed forces personnel and now in large 

number of even civilians is a clear indication that it is a fruitless effort to 

have talks with the Pakistan establishment, We are aware in advance that 

they will deny all allegations and will only make counter allegations for all 

that is wrong with Pakistan’s internal strife.

We cannot choose our neighbors but if we do not keep a level of discipline 

all we will achieve is being bullied for every small thing. Let our peace policy 

not be seen as a weakness but should be converted to our strength. This is 

no time for talks. The Pakistani’s actions at the border have to be brought to 

a conclusive halt so that sanity will prevail in any level talks.
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CPP Meet

I welcome all of you to this meeting. Let me begin by paying 
homage to the memory of our former President, Dr. A.P.J. 

Abdul Kalam.         He was an eminent scientist, truly a “Peoples’ 
President” and, above all, an unusually inspirational leader. We 
deeply mourn his sudden passing away.

We condemn in the most unequivocal terms, the recent cross-
border terrorist attack in Gurdaspur. This is a heinous act of 
wanton violence. When faced with such an assault, [regardless 
of our political differences], we stand united as a nation. We 
salute those who have sacrificed their lives.     Our sympathies are 
with the bereaved families.

The current session of Parliament is a relatively short one but it is 
already proving eventful.

It has been eventful for one and only one reason - the blatant 
insensitivity of the Modi government to public opinion, manifested 
in its absolute silence on acts  of monumental corruption, its wilful 
violations of the law and flagrant misdemeanours on the part of 
its leading lights.

The Prime Minister has been very free with his promises. Yet he 
seems totally incapable of delivering on them. On the one hand, 
he never misses an opportunity to claim the moral high ground on 
transparency, integrity and accountability. 
On the other he has been conspicuous 
by his deafening silence on the blatant 
transgressions by his External Affairs 
Minister and two of his chief ministers. 
The champion of “mann ki baat” appears to 
have retreated into a “maun vrat.

Today, we have to listen to sermons on 
parliamentary behaviour from those who 
not only defended but also advocated 
disruption as a legitimate tactic when they 
were in the opposition. Yesterday’s agitators 

in both the Houses have suddenly become today’s champions of 
debate and discussion. Memories are short and therefore we need 
to remind our political adversaries who are today conveniently 
suffering from selective amnesia.  Has the BJP already forgotten 
that it is the author of the “resign-now-debate-later” principle of 
parliamentary practice which it has used on at least 5 different 
occasions in the UPA decade?

The BJP has also forgotten that during those terrible days of the  
26/11 Mumbai terror attack the then Chief Minister of Gujarat 
arrived in the city on 28 November 2008 and chose to be critical 
of   Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh while the anti- terror 
operations were underway.  And we are now being accused of not 
showing statesmanship?

Let me make it clear that we are not being aggressive just to match 
the BJP’s aggression of the past.  We have been forced to take our 
position because of the government’s completely brazen attitude. 
Of course, we want both the Houses to function.  Of course, we 
want legislation to be debated and adopted.   But we are very clear 
that there can be no productive discussion and no meaningful 
proceedings as long as those responsible for their wrong-doings 
remain in office.

LET us COLLECTIvELy 
EnsuRE ThAT OuR 

mEssAgE REAChEs EvERy 
nOOk AnD CORnER Of ThE 
COunTRy: sOnIA gAnDhI

The Prime Minister has been very free with his 
promises. Yet he seems totally incapable of delivering 
on them. On the one hand, he never misses an 
opportunity to claim the moral high ground on 
transparency, integrity and accountability. On the other 
he has been conspicuous by his deafening silence on the 
blatant transgressions by his external Affairs Minister 
and two of his chief ministers. The champion of “mann 
ki baat” appears to have retreated into a “maun vrat.
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CPP Meet

Our stand is clear and straightforward from day one: there is a 
mountain of incontrovertible evidence in the public domain for 
the Prime Minister to require the resignations of the External 
Affairs Minister and the two chief ministers.  

This government has used its numerical strength as a source of 
arrogance      rather than responsibility. First, Parliament is by-
passed and a spate of ordinances are issued and some re-issued as 
well. Bills  don’t get referred to Standing Committees. Our voices 
are stifled. And now this numerical strength is being used to 
substitute investigation by mere discussion. This is unacceptable 
to us and  we will do all that is necessary to hold this government 
accountable. Parliamentary majority does not give anyone a 
license to evade accountability.   It is our Constitutional right 
and duty to raise our voices against the acts of omission and 
commission of the government.

 Since we met last, the Modi government has completed its first 
year in office.       And already it stands completely exposed.   Of 
course, the Prime Minister has turned out to be a master re-
packager,  a skilful salesman, a sharp headline grabber and a clever  
news manager. Not a day passes without some UPA programme 
being given a new name   or a new spin.     We cannot deny the 
Prime Minister this prerogative. But what is positively deplorable 
is the shocking cuts in the budgetary allocations for these social 
sector schemes. That, and not the hijacking of our  yojanas  and 
initiatives, causes us most concern.

And when the truth is unpalatable it is simply suppressed. Let 
me give you a telling example. Between November 2013 and 
May 2014 the Ministry of Women and Child Development and 
UNICEF conducted a rapid survey  of child health. The survey has 
been kept under wraps. Why? First, because it showed that child 
malnutrition, though still unacceptably high, did actually decline 
appreciably during the UPA decade.     But more important, it 
showed Gujarat in poor   light and on various child nutrition and   
health indicators,  the state was well below the national average. 
So much for the Modi miracle. Or perhaps we should ask: is this 
the Modi model benefit the few at the expense of the many leaving 
the vulnerable to fend for themselves.

  For over four decades, the north-eastern 
states have enjoyed a special category 
status along with northern hill states when 
it comes tofinancial  assistance from the 
Central government. And what has this 
government done?  It has abolished the very 
concept of special category status which will 
prove detrimental to the economic interests 
of these  states and the people.

 The government’s anti-farmer policies have 
crippled rural India. Farmers are       up in 
arms against the amendments to   the 2013 
land acquisition law. While the government 
fails to increase MSP, the doors are now wide 

open  to  large-scale imports of wheat. Does “Make in India” not 
apply to our kisans? Rubber cultivators are facing great distress 
as are coconut, coffee and tea growers. Yet, the government is 
unmoved and to make matters worse, the Agriculture Minister 
rubs salt into their wounds by giving an outrageous answer to a 
question on farmer suicides.

For reasons best known to it, the government has come down 
heavily   on civil society organisations  and social action groups. 
They are integral to our democracy and many serve as the moral 
conscience of our society. But this government has been quick 
to silence and muzzle any activism, any grassroots movement 
for mobilization. Thousands of NGOs are under threat by the 
draconian actions of this government. And there is clearly a 
strong element of vendetta in these actions against some NGOs 
who have been exposing the dark deeds of those in power. 

The manner in which the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development has been mortgaged to a certain ideology should 
be of concern to the entire country, particularly the youth whose 
future is  being endangered by communalism and mediocrity in 
learning and culture. There is a systematic erosion of the autonomy 
and competence of institutions of higher education that have been 
built up so carefully over the decades.

Friends, these are only some of the numerous failings of this 
Government.

We have been in office for long periods and we understand 
the imperatives of governance. We are fully aware of our own 
responsibility to support programmes and legislation that are in 
the national interest. But the “take it or leave it” approach of this 
government and its supreme leader goes against all democratic 
norms. Grandstanding, arrogant and hypocritical lectures will not 
work. It is the fundamental responsibility of the government to 
foster an atmosphere conducive to cooperation.

So, we will persist both in Parliament and more important outside 
Parliament to make our points forcefully and emphatically. Let 
us collectively ensure that our message reaches every nook and 
corner of the country.  Thank you. v

Let me make it clear that we are not being aggressive 
just to match the BJP’s aggression of the past.  We 
have been forced to take our position because of the 
government’s completely brazen attitude. Of course, we 
want both the Houses to function.  Of course, we want 
legislation to be debated and adopted.   But we are very 
clear that there can be no productive discussion and no 
meaningful proceedings as long as those responsible 
for their wrong-doings remain in office.



Congress sandesh | 8 |  august 2015

In PARLIAMent

new Delhi: More than 50 Congress 
leaders protested outside Parliament, 
including former Prime Minister, 
Dr.Manmohan Singh, Congress vice-
president  Rahul Gandhi  and other 
senior party leaders who raised slogan 
against Prime Minister  Narendra 
Modi  and the NDA government’s 
“high-handedness”. The Rashtriya 
Janata Dal, the Nationalist Congress 
Party and the Samajwadi Party also 
participated in the Congress protest at 
the Gandhi statue in Parliament.

“The way they suspended our 
leaders indicates democracy is being 
murdered in the country,” Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi told 
reporters. “What has been done to our 
MPs is also being done to academic 
institutions, the Internet and India’s 
farmers,” Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi  said, adding that there 
is enough evidence against the BJP 
ministers whose resignation has been 
demanded by the Congress. “Let them 

throw us out of Parliament. We will 
take the fight to the nation,” he added.

Former Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, flanked by his 
chief Sonia, and Congress Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Mallikarjun 
Kharge, also attacked the Modi 
government and said their demand 
for the resignation of External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj and two Chief 
Ministers - Rajasthan’s Vasundhara 
Raje and Madhya Pradesh’s  Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan  - for their alleged 
involvement in Lalitgate and Vyapam 
scams. “The suspension is no way to 
resolve the issues,” Dr. Singh said.  

Nine opposition parties, announced 
a boycott of Parliament in solidarity 
with the unprecedented suspension 
of Congress MPs for “willfully 
obstructing the business of the House”. 
The Congress called the suspension an 
example of the Gujarat model, referring 
to the 14-year-rule of Narendra Modi 
as the Chief Minister of Gujarat.

Congress leaders protested outside Parliament, including former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Congress vice-president 
Shri Rahul Gandhi and other senior party leaders alongwith other opposition parties raised slogans  

against Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the NDA government’s “high-handedness” 

COngREss’s BLACk DAy pROTEsT AgAInsT suspEnsIOn Of 25 mps; 
muRDER Of DEmOCRACy, sAys sOnIA gAnDhI

With a week more to go for the 
Monsoon Session, Congress and a 
belligerent BJP have resulted in a virtual 
washout of Parliament proceedings for 
the last ten days. On 3rd August, 2015, 
the showdown in Parliament took an 
ugly turn as Lok Sabha Speaker Smt. 
Sumitra Mahajan suspended 25 of 
the 44 Congress members for causing 
disruptions, forcing the opposition to 
unite behind a furious Congress.

Earlier in the CPP, Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi had come out 
strongly against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. “The ‘Mann ki Baat’ 
man appears to retreat into a ‘Maun 
Vrat’ whenever there is a scandal 
involving his colleagues,” Gandhi 
tweeted in one of her strongest attacks 
on Modi. “We are not being aggressive 
just to match BJP’s aggression of the 
past, we are forced to take our position 
because of BJP’s present brazen 
attitude,” she said.
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COngREss pREsIDEnT, fuRIOus AT 
‘BLACk mOnEy’ BARB, pROTEsTs nEAR 
spEAkER’s ChAIR

new Delhi: Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi  made 
a rare dash towards the Speaker’s Chair in the Lok Sabha 
on 12th August, 2015 to join her Congress lawmakers in 
protest after a BJP lawmaker allegedly said that the Indian 
Premier League or IPL involved her family’s black money 
- the term given for untaxed money parked in foreign 
accounts.

“I demand an apology from the Lok Sabha BJP’s MP Mr 
Gautam for saying ‘it’s her black money’,” the Congress 
president told NDTV later.

“They can’t cast aspersions on me. They said this is Sonia 
Gandhi’s black money and that is why I reacted like this 
and they have to apologize,” she said.

A furious Congress President, Smt, Sonia Gandhi had 
joined her party parliamentarians around Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan’s chair in loud protests that led to an 
adjournment.

When the house reassembled, Union Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Venkaiah Naidu said no black money remarks 
against the Congress president are on record. “If anything 
objectionable was said, it must be removed and if it is not 
on record, no discussion is needed,” Mr Naidu said.  

The comment targeting Smt. Sonia Gandhi came during the 
Lalitgate debate, when Congress leader Shri  Mallikarjun 
Kharge was speaking. Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj, 
facing attacks for helping the tainted cricket boss Lalit 
Modi with travel documents in Britain.

The Congress president has been unusually forceful in 
the past few days in protests against the government and 
the demand that BJP leaders caught in controversies be 
removed.

Last week, Mrs Gandhi was at the forefront, shouting 
slogans and raising a fist, when her party MPs protested 
outside Parliament against the suspension of 25 lawmakers 
from the Lok Sabha. The protests, she asserted, would not 
stop unless the government addressed the opposition’s 
demands.

Initiating the Lalitgate debate in the Lok Sabha, Shri 
Mallikarjun Kharge said that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi must speak on the allegations against his party 
leaders. “The PM’s silence on this (controversy) proves 
the links to Lalit Modi are suspicious,” the Congressman 
charged. v

73rd Anniversary of Quit India movement
The  Quit India Movement  or August Kranti, was a  civil 
disobedience movement launched in  India on 9 August 1942 
by Mahatma Gandhi.  The Indian National Congress declared 
a mass protest demanding what Gandhiji called “an orderly 
British withdrawal” from India. It was for the determined, 
which appears in his call to  Do or Die, issued on 8 August 
at the Gowalia Tank Maidan in Mumbai in 1942 The British 
were prepared to act. Almost the entire  INC  leadership, and 
not just at the national level, was imprisoned without trial 
within hours after Gandhi’s speech. 

On this occasion Congress president smt. sonia gandhi’s 
message on 73rd Anniversary of Quit India movement
new Delhi: On the occasion of 73rd Anniversary of Quit India 
Movement, I join the nation in paying 
homage to all the martyrs who sacrificed 
their lives for an Independent India.

Hoisting of the national flag at the AICC 
session marked the formal beginning 
of this movement. The Quit India 
Movement was a defining moment in 
India’s Freedom Struggle as a nation 
rallied under a single flag with the sole 
objective of complete independence. Gandhi ji’s clarion call  
‘Do or Die’  became the wings of this powerful movement. 
These three words galvanized the nation and catalysed the 
dismantling of colonial rule.

The colonial administration used the most brutal means to 
suppress this movement and muzzle the voice of the nation. 
The Congress party was declared as an unlawful organization, 
several freedom fighters became the victims of illegal police 
shootings and several more were arrested. But the indomitable 
will of the nation exceeded the brute strength of the oppressors.

The Quit India movement was a people’s movement and an 
exemplary evidence of people’s power. Women, students, 
farmers, workers and all other sections of the society across 
the country contributed to the success of this movement.

Having been closely associated with this movement, the 
Congress party shall continue to champion the rights of the 
people and uphold the aspirations of our freedom fighters. v
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ThE COunTRy wAnTs TO knOw 
why LALIT mODI AnD hIs 
nETwORk Of BLACk mOnEy Is 
BEIng sAvED? 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi’s Speech in Lok Sabha

gives money to your family. Your family looks into his legal 
affairs, so you help him in your Ministry. A large number 
of people do humanitarian work. You all do humanitarian 
work. Someone builds a hospital, someone helps others, but 
Sushmaji is the first humanitarian who does humanitarian 
work in hiding.

Madam, I have asked two questions to Sushmaji. The first 
question is – How much amount of money did you and your 
family get? In order to save black money and the symbol of 
black money, how much amount did you get? The second 
question is – Why did you do this secretly? Why not in 
the open? Why did not in front of all? Did you inform the 
Prime Minister? Did you inform or not?

On the other hand, one of your MP is sitting there who is 
being concealed. MPs making a row are standing before 
him. He was given Rs 11-12 crores directly. A sum of Rs 12 
crore was given to his company. Who gave this? Lalit Modi 
gave this. Theirs is a business relationship. Jaitleyji said that 
it is a business transaction.

Speaker madam, normally, two persons get benefits from 
a business transaction. We are all aware that what benefit 
did this MP get, who is sitting here. Please tell us, what 
benefit did Lalit Modi get out of this transaction? Mr. 
Prime Minister, the whole country trusted you. You have 
said to the fellow countrymen that Na khaoonga, na khane 
doonga.”(Neither will I get wrong benefits, nor let others to 
get the same.)

These people are not saving you. They are actually hurting 
you. You will be safe, when you will speak. Don’t be scare 
of speaking. The country wants to hear your voice. You say 
that you will speak of your feelings (Mann ki Baat). Please 
do that also. But the whole country wants to hear about Rs 
15 lakh? The country wants to know that why Lalit Modi 
and his network of black money is being saved? A union 
minister is saving him. There, a Chief Minister is saving 
him. Here, his son is saving him.It is not in the interest of 
the country. v

Madam Speaker, with your permission I would like to 
begin by asking Sushmaji a question. Sushmaji just 

now raised a very important point. I would like to get an 
answer from her. She mentioned that the gentleman had 
given a request on humanitarian ground. I would like to 
ask her a question. Did she carry out the request or not? 
I would like to ask Sushmaji if she carried out the request. 
Can Sushmaji answer if she carried out the request?

Modiji had promised the country that a sum of Rs 15 lakh 
will be deposited in every bank account. He declared many 
a time,” Na khaoonga, na khane doonga.”(Neither will I get 
wrong benefits, nor let others to get the same.)Now, I want 
to talk on this issue and they are trying to make me silent 
by shouting. But the Congress party will not be silent; the 
party will keep on speaking. Now, what is the question? The 
whole country relied on Modiji. The people of this country 
felt that Modiji will deposit Rs 15 lakh of black money in 
their accounts.

IPL is the centre of black money (kaladhan) in India. Lalit 
Modi is a symbol of black money in India. He is nothing 
other than a symbol of black money in this country.
Now, our Prime Minister said, “Na khaoonga, na khane 
doonga.”Today he does not have the guts to sit in the chair 
and take our questions. He is not sitting here because he 
does not have the guts to face this House.

Gandhiji had three small monkeys. While the first monkey 
used to say, “Don’t see bad things”, the second one used to 
say, “Don’t hear bad things” and the third one used to say, 
“Don’t say bad things”. Modiji has modified this. Modiji 
says, “Don’t see the truth, don’t hear the truth and don’t 
speak the truth”. Yesterday, holding my hand, Sushmaji said, 
“Why are you angry with me? What I have done to you”? 
I told Sushmaji - I am not angry with you. I respect you. 
Then I looked into her eyes as I am looking at this moment 
and said – I am speaking the truth. Then she lowered her 
eyes and began to look down. This is the truth. Now, the 
question is – Why did you do this? I tell you – Lalit Modiji 
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Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, MP & Leader of Opposition 
(Rajya Sabha) and Shri Malikaarjun Kharge, MP & 

Leader of CPP have issued the following statement to the 
press on 14thAugust, 2015

· During the just concluded Monsoon session, BJP 
Government has got fully exposed. Though the BJP 
has mandate of the people and we have all respect for 
the wisdom of the people, yet the performance of this 
Government compels one to gather the uncanny impression 
that it might be a good opposition, but has proved itself to 
be the worst Government.

The floor management was pathetic and coordination with 
the Opposition parties completely missing.

The stark fact is that the BJP leaders are not used to 
democratic temperament and therefore, do not know how 
to behave with opposition in a democracy. They do not have 
any faith in consensus building, spirit of accommodation 
or “give & take”.

BJP Government perhaps thinks that decisive electoral 
mandate automatically authorizes it to brazenly ignore 
the opposition and forget the niceties and decencies 
of Parliamentary democracy. That is why it seems to 
bulldoze the Parliament and brazen out most defiantly, 
notwithstanding the outrage and uneasiness in the country.

The fact is that BJP lacks conviction, will, skill and 
ability to run the Parliament. My sincere advice to this 
Government is that arrogance of power and numbers alone 
does not help in legislating major laws. What is needed is 
parliamentary skills, respect for dissent, and above all the 
ability to accommodate the viewpoint of the opposition.

So far it is amply clear that the BJP Government is more 
focused on defaming, maligning and ridiculing the 
opposition and to achieve this end, it uses all means and 

mOnsOOn sEssIOn: BJp gOvT ExpOsED

forum. A cosmetic attempt is made to reach out to the 
opposition by making some flimsy overtures. However, the 
main weapon is to browbeat and brazen out.

BJP leaders talk tall about cooperative federalism, but do 
not believe in it or practice it.

Save Democracy?
A ridiculous protest is organized by the BJP, which 
incidentally is the ruling party, to mislead the people of 
the country, and is ironically named as “Save Democracy”. 
However, it is no secret that the BJP does not believe in 
democracy and democratic traditions

Rather, it owes its origin to a fascist philosophy and anti-
democratic mindset.

It is a known fact that BJP does not have any history of 
fighting for the cause of democracy and achievement of 
freedom of the country. None of its leaders have participated 
in the freedom struggle and establishment of democratic 
order.

On the contrary, Congress leadership has made untold 
sacrifices for the achievement of freedom and establishment 
of democratic system in the country.

This tradition continued even after independence and 
Mahatma Gandhi - Father of Nation- made the supreme 
sacrifice soon after achieving freedom for the country from 
the yoke of the foreigners.

Indira ji, Rajiv ji, and many other Congress leaders laid 
down their lives for upholding the unity and integrity of 
the country.

Yes BJP has a few big achievements to its credit:

a. To stoke the embers of communal strife

b. To promote the interests of “few businessmen” and “crony 
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capitalists” under the cloak of growth & development.

economic Progress/ Reforms
One of the greatest irony of our times that BJP is 
brandishing itself as the champion of economic progress 
and development.

A malicious propaganda has been unleashed through 
various media  print, electronic and social to mislead the 
country. Even harassing the media to force it to toe the line 
of BJP Government is being resorted to with impunity and 
brazenness so that no stone is left unturned to sully the 
image of the INC.

I would like to tell that a retrograde political party with 
a proven record of positing itself against any initiative to 
introduce reforms as also stoking the fires of communal 
strife making such absurd claims sounds music to the ears.

Who does not know that BJP has always played divisive 
politics that revolves around the philosophy of promoting 
hatred between religions, communities and various 
sections of the society?

Interestingly, this Government is following the same vicious 
policy of divide and rule as was coined by the Britishers to 
rule the country.

BJP, as is known to one and all, has been opposed to 
harmony, peace and unity in the society.

They are talking about growth and development. How can 
there be growth when there is no communal and social 
harmony?

BJP unfortunately is pursuing the agenda of cutting at the 
roots and watering the leaves.

As regards, issues of governance and development of the 
country, BJP president has amply made its stand clear by 
his “Chunawi Jumla” comment. I do not need to make any 
elaboration.

BJP was never serious about development and governance; 
rather believes in mere slogans, dramatics and camouflage. 
I would like to ask:

(i)     Who opposed the computerisation and introduction 
of technology when Rajiv Gandhi took the initiative in this 
direction? Wasn’t it the BJP?

(ii)    Who was bitterly opposed to “new economic Policy” 
in 1991  introduced by Congress Government under Shri 
Narshima Raoji, with Dr. Manmohan Singh as Finance 
Minister? Wasn’t it the BJP?

(iii)  Who raised bogey of “Swadeshi” Vs Videshi? Wasn’t 

it the BJP which ironically today has become the most 
vociferous champion of videshi?

(iv)   Who sabotaged the insurance amendment bill for 7 
years? Wasn’t it the BJP?

(v)       Who prevented the passage of GSt bill for 8 years? 
Wasn’t it the Gujarat Government headed by Shri Narendra 
Modi and the BJP at the national level?

(vi)   Who is responsible for the early death of India Growth 
Story by continuously disrupting the Parliament for years?

(vii) Who legitimized disruptions and stated that disruption 
is part of democracy?

Therefore, the BJP has no right to give  “pravachans”  on 
the issue of economic reforms, progress and development.

GSt Bill
The allegation that Congress opposed the GST bill is 
baseless, malicious and complete falsehood.

Congress Party authored and piloted the Bill and BJP 
opposed it for several years and at various stages.

The most strident opposition always came from the 
Gujarat Government and the Gujarat Finance Minister. 
At that time, national interest, as is being ventilated today 
regularly, was not important.

I would like to make it clear that it is the BJP which is 
responsible for the blockade of the GST bill

One must appreciate the fact that for full one month, all 
the news channels highlighted 24x7 the acts of omission 
and commission of Ext Affairs Ministers and Rajasthan 
Chief Minister in Lalitgate and that of Madhya Pradesh 
Government’s criminal negligence and complicity in 
Vyapam scam.

Keeping in view the grave nature of the charges there was 
an overwhelming demand from journalists, commentators, 
intellectuals and civil society at large that action against 
those involved in sinister scams like Modigate and Vyapam, 
should be taken.

Congress Party, in deference of the sentiments of the 
millions of the people, was duty bound to ask that Prime 
Minister who should take action against the erring Minister 
and the two Chief Ministers.

It was but natural that these issues of deep concern for 
the people of the country would find resonance in the 
Parliament, and when the Parliament met, the entire 
opposition in one voice loudly and clearly, told the 
Government that action against the involved Minister 
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and CMs is necessary for the smooth functioning of the 
Parliament and easy passage of the Bills.

The Opposition parties also unitedly conveyed their 
position to the Government in the All Party meeting held 
one day before the start of the Monsoon session.

It was expected that the Prime Minister and the BJP, 
who came to power on the promise of transparency, 
accountability and zero tolerance for corruption, will take 
stern action to instill confidence amongst the people of the 
country.

However, the BJP Government has completely failed to 
walk the talk and address the concerns raised of the united 
opposition.

Brazenly, it has thrown the blame for disruptions on the 
opposition in general and Congress Party, in particular. 
This is not only a blatant lie, but misleading and malicious 
as well.

Had the BJP Government taken action against its Minister 
and CMs, the Parliament would have functioned smoothly 
and all the bills would have been passed.

BJP is trying to state that there were severe indictments, 
FIRs, CAG reports etc against Congress Ministers and 
Chief Ministers. That is why it sought their resignations, 
so goes the argument.

I would like to ask the BJP:  was there any FIR against the 
following Ministers and CMs of the Congress Party, if so, 
in which police station:-

Shri Madhav Singh Solanki, Shri Shiv Raj Patil, Shri Vilas 
Rao Deshmukh, Shri Ashok Rao Chavan, Shri Ashwani 
Kumar, Shri Pawan Bansal, Shri Shashi Tharoor

· Was there any Court observation/direction? If so, which 
court of the country?

· Was there any CAG report against them?

· Was there any other enquiry going on? If so, where?

The only reply is none.

We are constrained to state that the aim of the BJP was 
to malign and tar the image of the Congress Party and 
nothing else.

This was proved correct during the Lok Sabha elections 
when these issues were exploited to the hilt by the BJP 
leadership.

It is evident that in comparison to the allegations of the 
above named Ministers and Chief Ministers, the acts of 

omission and commission of the Ext Affairs Minister 
and two CMs are of very grave and damning nature, and 
therefore called for immediate action by the PM.

Alas! The Prime Minister and the BJP failed to live up to 
the promises of clean and transparent Government and 
acted with sheer duplicity in two similar situations.

While in opposition it used disruptive methods to press for 
the resignation of our Ministers and CMs on trivial and 
petty grounds and in power, it very conveniently forgot 
the standards and principles advocated by it while being 
in opposition.

In conclusion, we would say that non-passage of the GST 
Bill is not due to the stand taken by the opposition parties, 
rather it was the arrogance, brazenness, incompetence, 
lack of Parliamentary skills, inability to accommodate the 
views of the opposition, pathetic floor management, poor 
coordination with the opposition, etc which led to the 
creation of a logjam and consequent non passage of the 
GST Bill.

Bofors Case
The allegations levelled by Ms. Sushma Swaraj against Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi are baseless, sheer falsehood and motivated, 
as such we completely reject them. In fact, the BJP has been 
misleading the country for years on the issue of Bofors 
by launching a vilification campaign against Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi.

BJP tried to sell the malicious propaganda and blatant lies 
to people of the country, yet it could not find a shred of 
evidence against Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi. I would like BJP 
to take note of the Delhi High Court Judgement dated 
4th February, 2004 in the Bofors Case.

(i)               In paras 3, 4, 140 and 141(i) of the judgement, all 
the allegations of corruption have been clearly recorded as 
unproven and quashed.

(ii)             BJP Government led by Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee 
was in power at that time. Shri Arun Jaitley was the Law 
Minister of India.

(iii)         Shri Mukul Rohtagi, currently Attorney General 
and then Additional Soliciter General was the Counsel for 
Union of India. He had given an opinion to his close friend 
and the then Law Minister Shri Arun Jaitley advising the 
Government not to file an appeal on merits. Shri Arun 
Jaitley, as Law Minister, never recommended that an appeal 
be filed.

(iv)      The judgement attained finality.
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(v)           All the allegations levelled by Smt. Sushma Swaraj 
now emanate on account of a defeatist attitude to hide 
behind false allegations. It is for this reason that Shri Arun 
Jaitley did not dare to substantiate or supplement any 
charge made by Smt. Sushma Swaraj.

Warren Anderson and Bhopal Gas tragedy  Real 
Facts vs. BJP’s Lies
(i)        BJP Government led by Shri Atal Bihari Vajjpayee 
was in power between 19.03.1998 to 22.05.2004.

(ii)       In July, 1998; Attorney General of BJP Government. 
Shri Soli Sorabjee gave a clear-cut opinion that no case 
is made out against Warren Anderson, Chairman, Union 
Carbide Corporation for seeking his extradition to face 
trial in the Bhopal Tragedy Case.

(iii)         On 25.09.2001, Shri Arun Jaitely, the then Law 
Minister categorically opined on the file that, “It is not 
the case that Mr. Anderson committed any act that led to 
the direct result of the leakage of gas and the consequent 
loss of live and injuries.” He further recorded that, “There 
is no evidence that Mr. Anderson had acknowledge of 
design defects and violations of safety requirements, and 
yet he failed to take proper remedial measures.” Shri Jaitley 
recorded that case for extradition of Warren Anderson 
was based on a presumption that Mr. Anderson had such 
knowledge merely by virtue of his position as Chairman 
of the parent company. Shri Jaitley further recorded in his 
note that there was no evidence to show that the parent 
company exercised control over the day to day operations 
and running of the Bhopal Plant. He specifically recorded, 
“Our extradition case appears to be weak”.

It is, thus, clear that BJP Government. led by Shri Vajpayee 
had completely exonerated Warren Anderson by a written 
opinion of Shri Arun Jaitley on Government file.

(iv)      BJP lost power on 22nd May, 2004 as recorded above.

(v)         On 13.12.2006, Shri Arun Jaitley gave an opinion to 
The Dow Chemicals Company opining as follows:-

“Therefore, it can be inferred that querist (Dow Chemicals) 
in any event cannot be held liable in any manner for the 
plant site remediation…..However, it can be concluded 
in light of the above factual matrix, the Querist (Dow 
Chemicals) cannot be treated as responsible or liable, 
directly or indirectly, or under civil or criminal proceedings 
for the Bhopal Gas Tragedy, 1984.”

Will Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, Smt. Sushma 
Swaraj and Shri Arun Jaitley now answer qua conflict 
of interest of Arun Jaitely? Was the first opinion given 

11 kILLED In sTAmpEDE AT TEmpLE In 
JhARkhAnD’s DEOghAR
Deoghar, Jharkhand:    More than 11 people have been 
killed and 40 injured in a stampede near a temple in 
Jharkhand’s Deoghar district.  The stampede took place 
on 10th August 2015 early morning  close to a temple of 
Goddess Durga, where more than two lakhs  had lined 
up for a ritual.

Thousands of devotees flock to 
the area every year in August to 
offer holy water from the river 
Ganga to Lord Shiva at the town’s 
famous Baidyanath temple.

In August 2007, at least five 
women were killed and 11 injured 
in a stampede at the Baidyanath 

temple.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi is deeply pained 
to learn that many devotees have lost their lives in 
a stampede in Deoghar, Jharkhand. Expressing her 
condolences to the families of the victims, she hoped 
that the injured are being given prompt assistance. She 
urged the authorities to take steps regarding the safety 
of the devotees and ensure that such incidents do not 
occur again.  v

by him as a Law Minister a quid pro quo for subsequent 
engagement as a counsel by The Dow Chemicals Company 
whose subsidiary company Union Carbide Corporation 
was responsible for 1984 Bhopal Gas Tragedy?

In the year 2008, documents made available through RTI 
established that BJP had accepted a donation of US$ 2,500 
from The Dow Chemicals Company. Party Spokesperson, 
Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy had stated that, “In most cases, 
donations have been accepted on face value and we have 
not verified as to who signed the cheques etc.” v
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COMMent

The monsoon session was washed 
out due to persistent and shameless 

attempt of the BJP not to act upon the 
opposition’s demand. The party which 
declares zero tolerance to corruption, 
fired its all cylinders to save its leaders 
which bear allegations of corruption. 
BJP diminished the democratic values 
when its leaders tried their best to save 
its CMs and external affairs minister, 
Sushma Swaraj. The Prime Minister 
who talks about “Mann ki baat (Feelings 
of his heart)” became silent and the top 
leaders of BJP rejected the demand of 
resignations of its tainted leaders.

The Vyapam scam of Madhya Pradesh 
proved to be the biggest murderous 
scam of Indian democracy. Another 
aspect of this scam is that it wiped 
out the merit of a whole generation. 
Vyapam scam was followed by PDS 
scam of Chhattisgarh. Rajasthan CM 
Vasundhara Raje and his son Dushyant 
were found allegedly involved in 
Lalitgate. External affairs minister, 
Sushma Swaraj breached the principles 
of probity in public life when she helped 
an absconder called Lalit Modi.

BJP, it seems, is indulged in corruption, 
low-level politics and as a result failed to 
fulfill its tall promises made during the 
election campaign.

BJP and its leaders can go to any extent 
to get power and to remain in power, 
as is evident from Vyapam scam, PDS 
scam and Lalitgate. BJP, the party with a 
difference forgot all aspects of morality. 
All opposition parties including the 
Congress demanded resignations of 
BJP’s tainted leaders but its leadership 
presented shameless baseless arguments 
one after the other only to save them.

In these circumstances, under the 
leadership of its president Sonia Gandhi 
and vice-president Rahul Gandhi the 
Congress party registered a strong 
protest in Parliament and demanded 

BJp’s pOwER-hungER

the resignations of BJP’s tainted 
leaders. The Congress party presented 
necessary documents as proof of the 
help that was provided to Lalit Modi 
by the external affairs minister Sushma 
Swaraj. The entire opposition demanded 
the resignation of Sushma Swaraj but 
the top leadership of BJP that always 
talks of high moral values, shamelessly 
rejected the opposition’s demand. This 
resulted in Parliament disruptions. In 
the larger interest of the country and to 
save democratic structure, the Congress 
party forcefully raised its voice against 
corruption and demanded that PM must 
be present in the House at the time when 
Sushma Swaraj will reply the allegations 
levelled against her. But the government 
didn’t pay any heed to this demand.

The monsoon session was disrupted 
and the ruling party declared that the 
Congress party is responsible for this 
deadlock. In the meantime Lok Sabha 
Speaker, Sumitra Mahajan suspended 
25 MPs of the Congress party for a 
period of five days. It was alleged that 
the speaker took this decision at the 
instance of the ruling party.

It is worth mentioning here that when 
BJP was in opposition during UPA-2, 
its leaders propounded two principles. 
First, “Obstruction is also a part of 
democracy” and second, “Resignation 
first and discussion later”. At that time, 
the Congress led UPA-2 honoured the 
opposition’s demand and as a result, 
its three senior ministers – Shri Sashi 
Tharoor, Shri Pawan Bansal and Shri 
Ashwini Kumar – resigned as soon as 
allegations of corruption were levelled 
against them. Because the Congress 
party always believes in high moral 
values and democratic ideals as its 
core principles. But unfortunately, BJP 
failed to show this kind of courage. BJP 
is finding it difficult to follow its own 
parameters. This duality of the ruling 

party forms the basis of the protest of 
the Congress party. 

Every government has the responsibility 
to run both the Houses properly while 
maintaining the integrity and decency 
of Parliament. The central government 
convened an all-party meeting but 
that too failed to break the logjam.It 
was widely perceived as a failure of the 
centre. The union government declared 
that the Congress is responsible for 
Parliament disruptions which is entirely 
unreasonable, false and baseless. It is 
clear from the fact that 48 Bills were 
passed in Rajya Sabha where the NDA 
government is in minority. Without the 
help of the Congress it was not possible. 
Here, the Congress party played the 
role of a constructive opposition. So, 
it is evident that the Congress party’s 
protest was against giving clean-chit to 
BJP’s tainted leaders.

BJP is in the habit of forgetting its role 
when it was in opposition. One thing 
that comes to mind immediately is BJP’s 
unwarranted shouting and disrupting 
the smooth functioning of the House.

During UPA-1, 38% of time of the 
first eight sessions of Parliament was 
disrupted due to BJP. At that time, it 
was the biggest example of disruption 
of House proceedings.

But during UPA-2, BJP and its allies 
obstructed 61% time of Lok Sabha 
and 66% time of Rajya Sabha, thereby 
breaking all previous records of House 
disruption. It is the biggest example of 
time wastage in the history of Indian 
Parliament.

During 13th Lok Sabha, NDA 
government passed 297 Bills, when 
the Congress was in opposition. 
Unfortunately during UPA-2, only 
179 Bills were passed out of 328 Bills 
presented by the government. While 

continued on page 29
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Shillong: Former President APJ Abdul Kalam, the ‘missile 
man’ who came to be known as ‘People’s President’ died on 
27th July, 2015 after he collapsed during a lecture at the IIM 
in Shillong

Former President of India, Dr. Kalam, who would have 
turned 84 in October, was confirmed dead more than two 
hours after he was wheeled into the ICU of Bethany hospital 
in a critical condition following the collapse at around 6.30 
pm. He suffered a massive cardiac arrest during the lecture 
at IIM, Shillong.

The popular President, Dr. Kalam became the 11th head of 
the state and occupied the post between 2002 and 2007 but 
lack of consensus denied a second term in office for a man 
who came from outside political spectrum.

As President, Kalamutilised any opportunity that came 
to him to address students, especially school children, to 
dream big so that they became achievers in life. A bachelor, 
the former President was a veena player and was deeply 
interested in Carnatic music. 

Condolence Message By Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi  : Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has expressed deepest condolences 
at the sudden demise of one of India’s iconic 
leaders and former President, Dr. A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam. Describing Dr. Kalam as one 
of the greatest scientific minds, a scholar 
statesman and a true patriot, who inspired millions of young 

fORmER pREsIDEnT Of InDIA 
 ‘mIssILE mAn’ ApJ ABDuL kALAm pAssEs AwAy  

AfTER CARDIAC ARREsT In shILLOng

and old alike by his works and deeds; Smt. Gandhi said that 
his contribution to our polity will remain unparalleled. Dr. 
Kalam inspired millions in the country and abroad and he 
even breathed his last while infusing a new zeal to young 
Indians in the course of his last address to IIM students. 
Indian National Congress stands with the entire Nation in 
condoling Dr. Kalam’s death, Smt. Gandhi said.

Condolence Message by Sh. Rahul 
Gandhi : Deeply saddened at the passing 
away of former President Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam. DrKalam was a man of many parts-a 
scientist, an inventor, a  visionary  thinker 
and a teacher. Through his life and worký 
he ignited the minds of young people. As 
President he won over the hearts and minds of an entire 
nation with his warmth and wisdom.  He will be missed 
dearly and remembered fondly by every Indian.

Condolence Message by Dr. Manmohan 
Singh  : I have learnt with profound 
sorrow about the demise of Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalam.   In his death, our country 
has lost a great human being who 
made phenomenal contribution to the 
promotion of self-reliance in defence 
technologies.   I worked very closely with Dr. Kalam as 
Prime Minister and I greatly benefitted from his advice 
as President of our country.   His life and work will be 
remembered for generations to come. v
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Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi’s 
visit, the first after bifurcation of 

Andhra Pradesh, is being seen as an 
effort to strengthen the party’s base in 
the state. He kicked off his yatra from 
the village where Indira Gandhi had 
addressed a meeting in 1979.

The Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi on 23rd July, 2015 began his 10 
km-long ‘padyatra’ from a village in the 
district to highlight the issues faced by 
farmers and women Self-Help Groups.

Shri Rahul, who has reached out to 
farmers during similar visits and 
foot marches in states like Punjab, 
Maharashtra, Telangana and more 
recently Rajasthan, kicked off his 
padayatra from Obuladevara Cheruvu 
village to Mamilakuntapalli, a three-km 
stretch, where he is scheduled to have an 
interaction with farmers, weavers and 
students.

He kicked off his yatra from the village 
where Indira Gandhi had addressed a 
meeting in 1979.

During the course of his yatra, he would 
hold interactions in three villages of 

RAhuL gAnDhI kICks Off ‘pADyATRA’ In AnDhRA 
pRADEsh TO RAIsE fARmERs, wOmEn’s IssuEs

Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi’s visit, the first after bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh, is being seen as an effort to strengthen 
the party’s base in the state. He kicked off his yatra from the village where Indira Gandhi had addressed a meeting in 1979.

the district with farmers, MGNREGA 
workers and with women SHGs.

Shri Rahul Gandhi would also meet the 
family of farmer Harinath Reddy, who 
allegedly committed suicide.

“He would walk for 10 kilometres. In 
fact, (Rahul’s grandmother) Indira 
Gandhi had addressed a meeting at the 
village in 1979. There would be three-
four interactions with students, farmers 
and self-help group women,” APCC 
president N Raghuveera Reddy had said. 

Shri Rahul will undertake his 
second stretch of padyatra from 
Mamilakuntapalli to Daburavaripalli 

(5 kms). Later, he will have an 
interaction with women SHGs and visit 
Deburavaripalli habitation.

The third stretch of Shri Rahul’s padyatra 
will be between Daburavaripalli to 
Kondakamarla (2 kms) where he will 
interact with MGNREGA workers and 
family members of migrant labourers.

Later, the Congress Vice President 
will go to Puttaparthy and receive 
representations from people, besides 
holding interaction with senior 
Congress leaders.

He will also visit the ‘Maha Samadhi’ of 
Sri Satya Sai Baba. v
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VICe PReSIDent’s VISIt

Anantapur, (Andhra Pradesh): Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
on 25th July, 2015 launched a scathing attack against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for the amendments to the land acquisition bill during 
his visit to the drought struck area of Anantapur- infamous for farmer 
suicides in Andhra Pradesh.

Shri Gandhi said, “The same way PM wants land from the farmers, he 
wants to take away the right of special status of this state.”

The 45-year-old Congress leader met family members of farmers who 
committed suicide; he blamed Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu, YSR 
Congress Party (YSRCP), and Telangana Rashtriya Samiti (TRS) for the 
crisis.

Anantapur has witnessed over 60 farmer suicides since TDP came to 
power in 2014.

Shri Gandhi said, “I can fully understand the intention of PM, but what 
I can’t understand is the intention of the CM of this state and opposition 
of this state. Narendra Modi should speak out and Union Ministers must 
visit farmer’s families.”

One of the farmers who committed suicide was 46-year-old Harinath 
Reddy, who had 10 acres of agricultural land, but was under a debt 
of Rs.15 lakh due to continuous failure of crops for the past seven years. 
His wife, two children and paralysed mother sold off two family houses 
to pay off a portion of the loan after his death.

The 15-year-old son of the dead farmer, Monish Kumar Reddy told 
NDTV, “We had a lot of debt which we couldn’t pay off. Father committed 
suicide by hanging himself. We didn’t get help from any government 
while he was alive.”

Early last year, the chief minister had promised to waive off loans for 
farmers if voted to power, but so far the promise remains largely 
unfulfilled. Though all political parties are now rushing out with promise 
of financial aid to select families, relief is still far off for the farmers of 
Anantpur. v

pm modi will Take Away your Land,  
Rahul gandhi Tells farmers in 

Andhra pradesh
Congress vice president shri Rahul 

gandhi interacting with farmers 
of Tamil nadu in Tiruchirapally on 

23rd July 2015 during his visit

155 DEAD In fLOODs In guJARAT, RAJAsThAn, ODIshA AnD wEsT BEngAL
new Delhi: More than 155 people have 
lost their lives and over 80 lakh people 
affected in flash floods due to excessive 
rains in worst-affected Manipur, 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
West Bengal and Odisha.
While the death toll touched 53 in 
Gujarat, 69 in West Bengal, 28 died in 

Rajasthan and five in Odisha, 
In a message Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and 

Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi have expressed deep 
sorrow at the loss of lives caused by land-slides due to heavy 
rains in Manipur.Concerned over the havoc caused to life and 
property due to heavy rains in Manipur, Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal, they have asked 
Congressperson and volunteers to extend every possible help 
to people.
In the specific instance of Manipur, the Government over there 
has been asked to ensure speedy relief and rehabilitation and 
adequate compensation.v
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Congress vice president shri Rahul gandhi interacting with farmers of Tamil nadu in 
Tiruchirapally on 23rd July 2015 during his visit

VICe PReSIDent’s VISIt

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi’s first visit to Andhra 

Pradesh after bifurcation of the state 
14 months ago, in the form of 10 Km. 
‘padayatra’ in drought-ridden Anantapur 
district, succeeded in creating a 
momentum among party cadre on 25th 
July, 2015.

It may not be known how far his ‘Raithu 
Bharosa Yatra’ helped in creating 
confidence among distressed farmer, he 
succeeded in infusing confidence among 
party leaders and workers, who were in 
depressed conditions with poll debacle. 

At a time when party senior leaders 
are defecting to other parties his visit 
helped to give a ray of hope for future. 
At the conclusion of his day-long 
tour he interacted with party leaders 

DOn’T gET 
DEspERATE:  

Rahul gandhi to 
Congress leaders 
in Andhra pradesh

at  Puttaparthi  and advised them not 
to get desperate. Stating that nothing 
is impossible in politics, he recalled 
that Congress had returned to power 
in Punjab when all felt no future for the 
party in the state.

Attempting to infuse confidence among 
them, he said that Congress would come 
back to power. He said “do your work; we 
will do whatever needed from Delhi”.

He expressed satisfaction to the 
overwhelming response from the party 
cadre to his first visit to the state after 
bifurcation of the state. He also felt that 
it was due to failure of the party leaders 
in the state during last year’s elections to 
convince the people that bifurcation was 
done due to pleas from all the parties. 

Recalling that both TDP and YSRCP 

sought bifurcation, he asked when those 
parties attempted to project Congress 
party as a villain before the public, why 
Congress leaders failed to put straight 
facts before the people. 

Rahul Gandhi said that he would not 
let Prime Minister Narendra Modi  take 
farmers’ land easily. 

Referring to Government’s move to 
amend the Land Bill to give flexibility to 
states to frame their own laws in a bid to 
break the impasse in Parliament, Rahul 
Gandhi said that the Prime Minister has 
understood that he cannot push farmers 
further.

He said the Congress took a stand in 
Parliament and will not let the Prime 
Minister take away land of farmers that 
easily. v
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All the three Congress ruled North-East Chief Ministers 
said that the Prime Minister has grossly violated the 

principle of Democracy and Parliamentary practice by not 
taking into confidence the North Eastern Chief Ministers, 
not taking the approval of the Cabinet, not sharing ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’. He does not tell his own colleagues also. The basic 
principle is that he has to lay down all the statement before 
the Parliament during the Session. They said that the Prime 
Minister has not only misled the North Eastern people but 
he entire nation.

Indian National Congress has steadfastly championed and 
sacrificed for upholding the territorial integrity of India and 
finding lasting peaceful solutions to various insurgencies 
and militancy in different parts of India. Peace, prosperity 
and social harmony have always been an article of faith 
for Indian National Congress particularly in North Indian 
States.

Indian National Congress has not only tackled insurgency/
militancy/naxalism strongly but has engaged with various 
insurgent groups/outfits with a sense of responsibility to 
bring them back into the National mainstream by building 
a national consensus around lasting solutions from one 
corner of the country to another i.e. Punjab to North-East.

This innate belief in the principles of unquestionable 
‘territorial integrity’ of India, ‘cooperative federalism’ and 
National consensus’ led the Congress Party headed by late 
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi to sign the ‘Assam Peace 
Accord’ on 15th August, 1985 and ‘Mizo Peace Accord’ on 

25th June, 1986.

Considering the unique history of Nagas, successive efforts 
at building lasting peace were made in shape of  (a) June, 
1947  ‘Naga-Akbar Hydari Agreement’ (b) July, 1960  ‘16  
Points Peace Agreement’; (c) 01.12.1963  Constitution of 
separate State of Nagaland and insertion of Article 371A 
in the Constitution; (d)  1964  Ceasefire Agreement; (e) 
11.11.1975  Shillong Agreement; (f ) 25.07.1997  Temporary 
with NSCN (K) and (h) 31.07.2007  Indefinite continuance 
of the Temporary Ceasefire Agreement with NSCN(IM). 
A separate note containing brief description of the peace 
efforts is attached as Annexure A-2 to this press release.

On 3rd August, 2015; BJP Government headed by prime 
Minister; Shri Narendra Modi announced signing of a 
Peace Agreement with NSCN(IM) of Shri T. Muivah. A 
press statement in this regard was also issued by NSCN(IM) 
of Shri T. Muivah, copy of which is attached a Annexure 
A-2 to this press release.

Indian National Congress fully supports finding a lasting 
peaceful solution to the Naga problem through the process 
of dialogue within our constitutional framework. Congress 
Party has, therefore, welcomed the initiative of government 
to a peace agreement with NSCN (IM). We also deprecate 
the attempt by certain elements within ruling establishment 
to view the peace agreement from the point of view of 
partisan politics.

As a responsible political opposition, Congress Party places 
the following fundamental issues in public domain on 

nAgA pEACE 
AgREEmEnT

Assam Chief Minister Shri Tarun Gogoi with the Chief Minister of Arunachal 
Pradesh Shri Nabam Tuki (Left) and Chief Minister of Manipir Shri Ibobi Singh 
(Right) along with AICC Media Incharge Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala at a Press 
Conference, New Delhi
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behalf of people of country in general and North-East in 
particular:-

1. ‘Cooperative Federalism’ runs through the veins of 
our constitutional scheme. It is, therefore, imperative that 
the stakeholders i.e. the elected government of Nagaland, 
Assam, Arunachal and Manipur are taken into confidence 
while signing a peace agreement. Needless to add that all 
these four States are special category States under Articles 
371A, 371B, 371H and 371C of Constitution of India 
respectively.

Modi Government has chosen to keep the elected 
governments of Assam, Arunachal and Manipur in complete 
dark with no involvement either in the process of negotiation 
or finalization of terms of peace agreement. What is 
appalling is the fact that till date, elected governments of 
Assam, Arunachal and Manipur neither have knowledge of 
terms of accord nor have they been consulted.

Arrogance of Modi Government in breaching the principles 
of cooperative federalism with impunity is, thus, writ large.

2. Most dismaying is a deliberate attempt to mislead the 
Nation by Modi Government’s minister  Smt. Nirmala Sita 
Raman yesterday. Smt. Nirmala Sita Raman told a patent 
lie that Chief Minister was called for a meeting to discuss 
the peace agreement by Prime Minister but they refused 
to come. We would like to place on record unequivocally 
that the meeting being referred to happened on the day 
of the full Niti Ayog meeting where amendments to the 
Right to Fair Compensation Act, 2013 were discussed. 
Chief Ministers of the Congress-rules States had made their 
stand clear and declared well in advance that they will not 
be attending the meeting. Purported meeting, now being 
cited by the government in hindsight, was on the same day 
when all Chief Minister of North-Eastern States were asked 
to come. No agenda for the meeting was communicated, 
orally or in writing to the Chief Minister, nor was there 
any intimation that the Naga Peace Agreement will be 
discussed. Congress Chief Minister boycotted the meeting 
on account of complete indifference of Prime Minister 
to grant an audience for full six months on a demand to 
discuss the issue of special status for North-Eastern States. 
Nation cannot be hoodwinked in this fashion.

3. Peace Agreement was signed by Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi on 3rd August, 2015. Parliament is in 
session. Till date, Parliament has not been informed about 
the terms of the Peace Agreement.

Even Union Cabinet has not been informed about the Peace 
Agreement nor has it been approved by the Union Cabinet 
as per the established practice.

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has also chosen to not 
call an all-Party meeting to take them into confidence qua 
the terms of the Peace Agreement.

What is shocking is the fact that till minutes before signing 
of the Peace Agreement, even the concerned Ministry 
i.e. Home Ministry was in completes dark. What is most 
worrying and stunning is the fact that even Home Ministry 
is stated to have written to Prime Minister Office asking 
to be informed about details of the Peace Agreement. 
Even more stunning  are the news reports appearing today 
suggesting that Indian Army is also in complete dark vis-
à-vis the details of the Peace Agreement and has written to 
Ministry of Home Affairs asking for its stand on the Peace 
Agreement besides details of how it is going to affect the 
area of North-East.

Complete distrust and total disconnect on part of PMO in 
the entire Union Cabinet, particularly Home Ministry and 
the Armed forces are, thus, writ large.

4. Prime Minister has also violated the time tested and 
honoured practice of putting all such peace agreements 
for approval of the Union Cabinet besides taking all-
political parties in confidence qua its terms, irrespective of 
agreement or disagreement.

On 15th August, 1985; Assam Peace Accord was signed by 
former Prime Minister, late Shri Rajiv Gandhi. On 16th 
August, 1986; the then Congress Government convened an 
all-party meeting as also submitted details of the Accord to 
Parliament. Many political parties including Left Front and 
Forward Block leaders had then opposed the Assam Peace 
Accord.

Similarly, on 25th June, 1986; Mizo Peace Accord was 
signed by former Prime Minister, late Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
announced the Mizo Peace Accord stating that the then 
Congress Prime Minister was going soft on militants. In 
August, 1986; Parliament passed two laws, i.e. one granting 
statehood to Mizoram and second, a special status for the 
State of Mizoram.

Despite opposition, complete details of the peace agreements 
were approved by the Union Cabinet, all political parties 
were taken into confidence and details were placed in 
Parliament as also in public domain.
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Nagaland – History of Peace efforts

1
June, 1947 
(interim Congress 
Government

Naga – Akbar Hydari Agreement.
Signed by The Naga National Convention and the Governor of Assam.
In the agreement, right of the Nagas to develop themselves according to their freely expressed 
wishes is recognized.

2 1957 (Congress 
Government)

Government of India accepts a proposal from Naga People’s Convention (NPC), an 
organization of Naga leaders, to merge Assam’s Tuensang Division with the Naga Hills Districts, 
now part of State of Nagaland.

3
July, 1960 
(Congress 
Government)

16 Points Agreemtn with the Naga People’s Convention.
Nagaland formed as a separate State on 1st December, 1963.
Agreement provides that no act or law passed by the Parliament affecting the following 
provisions shall have the legal force in The Nagaland unless specially applied to it by majority 
vote of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly:-
The religious or social practices of the Nagas,
The customary laws and procedures,
Civil and Criminal justice so far as these concern decisions according to the Naga Customary 
Laws.
Article 371A is accordingly inserted by constitution (Thirteenth Amendment) Act, 19632 w.e.f. 
01.12.1963.
Article 371A also makes special provision for Teunsang Division.

4 1964 (Congress 
Government)

Ceasefire Agreement.
Government of India signs a Ceasefire Agreement.

5
11.11.1975 
(Congress 
Government)

Shillong Agreement – Between Nagaland Governor, Shri I.P. Singh and underground leaders.
Agreement provided that the representatives of the underground organizations conveyed their 
decision, of their volition, to accept, without condition, the Constitution of India. It was agreed 
that the arms, now underground, would be brought out and deposited at appointed places. 
Details for giving effect of this Agreement will be worked out between them and representatives 
of the Government, the Security Forces etc.

1 1980

A section of rebels including Shri T. Muivah, Isak Chisi Swu and S.S. Khaplang rejected the 
agreement and formed Natioanla Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) in 1980. In 1988, 
NSCN splits into tow factions – NSCN (IM) (Muivah Faction) and NSCN (K) (Khaplang 
Faction).

6 25.07.1997 Till 
date

Temporary Ceasefire Agreement.
In 1992, Congress Government led by Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao began talks with both the 
factions. On 25th July, 1997; a temporary ceasefire agreement was reched at with NSCN (IM) by 
Government of India headed by Shri H.D. Deve Gowda.
In 2002, a temporary ceasefire agreement was entered into between Government of India led by 
Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee and NSCN (K).
Congress Government led by Dr. Manmohan Singh continued dialogues with both the NSCN 
factions.
On 31.07.2007, Government of India, then led by Dr. Manmohan Singh, extended indefinitely 
the ceasefire agreement of 25.07.1997 with NSCN (IM).

7 03.08.2015 An accord was signed by the present Modi Government with NSCN (IM).

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and BJP government 
have violated this cardinal principle of democracy.

5. News reports, statement of MOS Home and press release 
of NSCN (IM) (Annexure A-2) suggest that a framework 
agreement has been concluded between Government of 
India and NSCN (IM). Details of the framework agreement 
need to be shared with not only Union Cabinet, but also 

Parliament, all political parties and people of the country.

Reports, however, also suggest that ‘a peaceful political 
solution will be worked out’ later. Details of framework for 
agreeing to such subsequent political solution also need 
to be spelled out in National interest. Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi owes it to the Nation to place these facts in 
public domain. v



Congress sandesh | 23 |  august 2015

FtII

Pune: Congress Vice-President Rahul Gandhi visited Film 
and Television Institute of India (FTII) campus on 31st July, 
2015 and met the agitating students who are protesting against 
the appointment of Gajendra Chouhan as its chairman. He 
mounted a blistering attack on the Modi government saying 
the RSS and its ideologues were undermining educational, 
bureaucratic and judicial systems and “bullying” critics as 
“anti-national” and “anti-Hindu”.

Rahul Gandhi also took on Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
drawing comparisons between the Congress and the BJP and 
said that “no one other than Modi can say anything in the BJP’. 
“RSS and its ideologues are systematically promoting mediocre 
people in the system...they are hell-bent on undermining the 
educational institutions’ stature...it is not going on just in the 
education system but also in bureaucratic and judicial systems”, 
said the Congress vice President.

“RSS wants to promote their idea. They will call you anti-
national, anti-Hindu. They are scared of you. That is the 
nature of a bully,” said Rahul Gandhi while pledging support 
to the students for their demand for removal of its Chairman 
Gajendra Chauhan. He said the RSS and its ideologues 
were “undermining” the institution’s stature by promoting 
“mediocrity” and bullying the critics as “anti-national and 
“anti-Hindu.” “If you do not agree with them, they will shut 
you up. They will bully you if you open your mouth,” he said, 
adding a “bully should be resisted”.

The Congress vice-president said the government was 
suppressing the voice of the students by refusing to have a 
meaningful discussion on their demand and added, “They 
(students) have only one demand that they (want to) have 
a discussion and want their voice to be heard... All that the 
students are saying is that there should be a discussion and 
their voice should be heard”. “The RSS does not understand 
the idea of India”. Spending money on the FTII students was 
equally important as they too were doing a service to the nation 

RAhuL gAnDhI mEETs AgITATIng fTII sTuDEnTs, LAunChEs 
BLIsTERIng ATTACk On mODI gOvT. Rss

just as a software engineer does, he commented, adding “(LK) 
Advaniji and (Arun) Jaitley also watch movies”, further said 
the Congress leader.

Rahul Gandhi met the over 200 students of FTII who have 
been agitating for the past 50 days against the appointment 
of actor and BJP member Gajendra Chauhan as its chairman 
and have boycotted classes despite being threatened with 
disciplinary action. “Why I’m here is because I fundamentally 
believe that this is an institution and you (students) form an 
important part of it, and if your point is not being heard…I 
fundamentally believe in your democratic right,” Rahul 
Gandhi said in his address to the students. “I am proud of them 
(students). They are asking for a discussion. The government 

should listen to the voice of the youth. It 
is not nice of the government to try and 
impose their decisions on them,” further 
said the Congress leader.

Shri Rahul Gandhi later took a Congress 
delegation accompanied by actors-turned 
Congress leaders Khushboo, Chiranjeevi 
and Raj Babbar and met the Hon’ble 
President of India and handed over a 
memorandum to him. v
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Rajiv Gandhi : education  
Policy  Youth  And  
employment :
It would not be an exaggeration of 
fact that during the end of the 20Th 
century India witnessed advent of many 
luminaries among them Rajiv Gandhi 
was the most radiant one at the age of 42 
as the Prime Minister of India he left his 
imprint in the world politics. As a PM 
he gave a new shape to India and made 
himself known to the world politics. As 
Mahatma Gandhi had a vision of happy 
and prosperous India, imagined of the 
Ram Rajya, just like that Rajiv Gandhi 
had a vision of India of the 21St century 
which would ensure fulfilment of bare 
minimum needs of food, clothing and 
housing. People would enjoy peace and 
would remain free from internal broils, 
hunger, political crimes, corruption, 
terrorism, etc. He had a vision of India 
where there would be no discrimination 
between the rich and the poor. All 
should live together happily and with 
communal harmony. A self reliant India 
would lead the world. 

In fact, Rajiv Gandhi had a vision of 
India of the 21st century which would 
enjoy peace and prosperity. The nation 
saw in him a good guide, who would 
lead the country on its onwards journey 
of peace, prosperity and development. 
The nation looked aghast when Rajiv 
Gandhi was assassinated, which created 
a political vacuum. The nation lost a 

visionary of India of the 21st   century. 

education Policy -
 Rajiv Gandhi knew well that education 
is the bed rock of democracy. Illiterate 
people cannot understand properly the 
democratic norms and its functioning. 
Illiteracy turns democracy into 
mobocracy and tyranny. Only literate 
people can run democracy smoothly. 
There fore Rajiv Gandhi emphasised 
on “education which would impart a 
high quality of political acumen to its 
people”.1 According to Rajiv Gandhi 
mass must be competent enough to 
understand the importance of voting 
right and elect wisely their political 
representatives. They must know how 
to discuss political issue and devise 
ways to solve the burning problems of 
the day. It is possible only where people 
are educated. Hence there is the need of 
compulsory education. Only by a good 
education the character of citizens 
may be made good. This would impart 
in them awareness of their rights and 
duties. “The aims and objectives of 
education are to make a man good, to 
awaken him to make him responsible 
and create confidence in him”.2 By 
this a sense of discipline is imparted. 
“Education creates a man who is proud 
of his heritage and secularism”.3

Rajiv Gandhi knew well that only 
educated mass can elect good 
representatives, can understand the 

problems of the 
country and take 
active part in 
the democratic 
f u n c t i o n i n g 
of the nation. 
No democratic 
country may 
function well 
without imparting 
education to its 
citizens. Rajiv 
Gandhi spoke on new education 
policy in New Delhi on 26 June 1986, 
“Education is the backbone of progress. 
It is one of the most significant activities 
of a nation, base of the increment of 
productivity, controls explosion of 
population, is custodian of the health 
and hygiene of every body of the society 
and a light of liberty.”4 He also told that 
education must be in consonance of the 
recognised values of the nation such as 
secularism, democracy and socialism 
which may uphold its sovereignty and 
maintain integrity of Indian nationality.

elementary education -   
Rajiv Gandhi wanted to make India 
fully literate. He knew that most 
of the Indians are illiterate and 
illiteracy is a great course. It makes 
life complicated. Thus some people 
become downtrodden in the society. 
Rajiv Gandhi told clearly “Even today 
the number of illiterates is appalling. By 
the next century their number would 
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be nearly about fifty crores. If we do 
not take steps to eradicate illiteracy, 
planning would not be successful and 
in the coming century India would 
rank three in the illiterate population 
of the world.”5

Rajiv Gandhi wanted to give a new 
shape of education in India. For this 
he devised programmes in different 
levels. Those levels are: elementary 
and education, secondary education, 
higher education, women’s education, 
adult education, education for the 
scheduled caste and scheduled tribes. 
“Its integrated form is known as new 
education policy”.6

Primary education - 
Rajiv Gandhi believed that kids of today 
are the future of India. Hence they 
must be imparted a good education 
at the primary level. It should be 
compulsory. It is indispensable for the 
development and unity of the country. 
He wanted to add elementary and 
universal education to the society. 
He said, “We have progressed a bit 
in elementary education. But efforts 
of the government prove limited 
before the society. The government 
takes over the responsibility of the 
elementary education. But there are 
some shortcomings in it, we can raise 
infrastructure such as opening school, 
institutions, but when the question of 
enforcement of policies arise, social 
activities crop up similarly. The society 
has to see that children must go to the 
schools. We shall have to keep in mind 
preventing dropouts from the school, 
enrolment of girl students sorting out 
the problems of the student, belongings 
to scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes. If we fail to do so, the elementary 

education proves meaningless, there 
fore we have to make elementary 
education a social revolution lined 
with the governmental activities. We 
shall have to bring back those ancient 
days when teachers enjoyed good 
reputation and position in the society.”7 
According to him to achieve this aim 
India will have to take two steps. One 
of them is to make education a national 
effort and the other is to fetch the best 
technique in remote areas for providing 
education. “Under this planning girls 
would be provided free education”.8

Secondary education -  
The next step of elementary education 
is secondary education. Rajiv Gandhi 
emphasised the need of utility based 
secondary schools. This would 
provide an opportunity of all round 
development of students. He wanted 
to create such citizens who would 
take the nation high and develop 
their personality. Rajiv Gandhi was 
fully assured that adolescens of 
secondary school become leaders of 
the nation tomorrow. Hence all round 
development of their personality is 
necessary. In such school discipline 
is given due importance. One of the 
characteristics of such school is that 
discipline is maintained even without 
physical punishment. Secularism 
must be in the curriculum keeping 
in mind the ancient Indian tradition. 
Rajiv Gandhi wanted every body’s 
right to education. There should be no 
discrimination between individuals.

On the foundation day of IGNOU 
Rajiv Gandhi on 23rd January 1987, 
while distributing Warrior Honour in 
New Delhi said, “Secondary education 
is compulsory from the point of view 

that it is a chain between elementary 
and higher education.  If secondary 
education is meaningless, higher 
education would be meaningless in 
itself. It would spell out the doom of 
our heritage. Hence to provide excellent 
education to our enthusiastic students 
is the need of the hour. This is the hope 
of our nation”.9

Higher education -
Rajiv Gandhi was fully dedicated to 
the cause of higher education. He 
wanted Indian Universities should 
impart honestly higher education on 
different faculities of Social Science, 
Commerce, Law, Humanities, Science 
and Technology, etc. On 12th April 
1985 delivering his speech in Vishwa 
Bharti, Shanti Niketan, Mr. Gandhi 
said  “There would be harmony between 
man and nature. Which will keep us 
live. If nature is not kept live, there 
will be no future for us. Today we find 
that environment is being changed 
continuously. It is very dangerous for 
our India. Once again we have to go 
on the path created by Gurudeo. We 
have to adopt the environment in our 
education system, as Gurudeo has done 
years before.”10 On 28th December 1987, 
in the Golden Jublee function in Kerla 
University, Mr. Gandhi said, “Let’s not 
treat the degrees of higher education 
as “pieces of paper”.11 He wanted to 
make it job oriented. “If degrees fail to 
provide jobs, they are useless”.12  Further 
he said, “Our universities are factories 
of producing degrees and nobody 
is concerned whether these degrees 
are related with jobs or skill. It is the 
responsibility of the universities that 
they should impart qualitative education 
and link their degrees with jobs. They 
must be given all types of facilities. 
They must be given opportunities to 
improve their areas of specialisation.”13 
According to Rajiv Gandhi the aim of 
high education should be economic 
development. Today our education is 
only for the elite of the society and it is 
imparted to create unemployment, total 

“education is the backbone of progress. It is one of 
the most significant activities of a nation, base of 
the increment of productivity, controls explosion of 
population, is custodian of the health and hygiene of 
every body of the society and a light of liberty.”
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system is meaningless, we can remove 
poverty through agriculture and this is 
possible through higher education only. 
“Since India is an agricultural country, 
hence education must be related with 
agriculture”.14 Today agricultural 
universities of India are doing a lot in 
the field of agriculture. Yet they have 
to do more. Food processing is one of 
them. Processed food should be kept in 
the priority list of agriculture. Likewise 
by extending agricultural areas different 
programmes may begin. In fact Rajiv 
Gandhi wanted to use higher education 
for the development of the citizens of 
the nation. India may take great stride in 
international field by the encouragement 
of science and technology. 

new education Policy -
Rajiv Gandhi wanted to execute the 
provisions of educations as laid down in 
the Indian constitution. He knew well 
that illiterate youth is a problem for the 
country. Hence he wanted propagation 
of education under the new situation 
which might install new thought, 
and co-operate in the development of 
human resources. It should be related 
to our cultural heritage. He did not 
discriminate between  male and  
female. New education policy would 
enable India to take new strides in its 
all round development. According to 
Rajiv Gandhi education is not in itself 
main objective is to develop human 
resources. According to him our 
main resource is man not capital and 
machine. Our country may develop 
only through the development of 
human resource. In his own word, 
“Keeping in mind the development 
of human resources we have devised 
New Education Policy and have its 
provisions being implemented.”15

On 5th January 1985 Rajiv Gandhi 
addressed the nation with a clarion call 
for the change in education policy of the 
country. “It must enrich national unity 
and raise morality of the citizens. Our 
education would be meaningless, if it 

fails to strengthen the forces of national 
unity. Every nation develops only 
through hard labour and work culture 
and not through mere speeches.”16

Women education - 
 Rajiv Gandhi realized that “women are 
treated as second class citizen and no 
attention is paid in their development. 
Hence it is time to pay a heed to them. 
It would balance the society and the 
society would progress. They must be 
given rights which are legally valid 
in our society.”17 While addressing 
the SARC conference in Shillong on 
women development on 6th May 1986, 
Rajiv Gandhi said, “So long women are 
given a low status we cannot say that 
our society is progressing properly in 
right direction. “Women are half of our 
population and hence to impart them 
education is necessary.”18 He further 
said, “education of girls must be of such 
as they should know how to cook food, 
how to prepare pickle, jam, etc. But only 
this much would not serve the purpose. 
We have to educate our girls as boys so 
that they may prepare themselves for 
a new social status and they must be 
given freedom so that they may not be 
suppressed.”19 Because of these reasons 
Rajiv Gandhi emphasised female 
education in his new education policy. 
Even after 40 years of Independence no 
significant steps have been taken for 
female education and discrimination 
is being maintained between male and 
female education. They do not enjoy 
rights meant for them. Something 
has been done for education of girls 
and their enrolment has increased 
but dropouts have also increased. The 
need of the hour is that they should be 
encouraged to stay in school and doors 
of higher education should remain 
open for them, This is not possible 
only for the government alone and 
involvement of the society as a whole 
is necessary.  Non-governmental 
institution may serve the purpose. Our 
main thrust of new education policy 
is to give more and more attention on 

female education. 

Adult education - 
Rajiv Gandhi wanted to give due 
importance - for the integrated 
development of India. Down trodden 
class be given due opportunity, 
especially the Scheduled Caste or and 
Scheduled Tribe. He wanted to make 
arrangement for their education. He 
said, “We are trying right from the 
school stage to provide opportunity so 
that students belonging to Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe may be 
benefited and face the challenges 
before them.”20 On 5th May 1988, Rajiv 
Gandhi while addressing National 
Literacy Mission in New Delhi 
expressed his grief, “Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes have lagged 
behind in development because of their 
low literacy rate. While inaugurating 
this mission our object is to provide 
opportunities of education to women, 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribe 
a, so that they may participate in the 
development of the nation.”21

On the occasion of the 39th session of 
National Development Council related 
with education policy Rajiv Gandhi in 
his inaugural speech said emphatically, 
“There are some classes in our society 
where education has not reached. These 
are scheduled caste, scheduled tribe 
and the weaker section of the society. 
We have to do a lot for them to uplift 
their social status by providing them 
opportunity of education. This would 
enable them to raise their standard 
of living and economic development. 
They are not economically sound to 
send their children to schools.”22 Rajiv 
Gandhi expressed his grief and anxiety 
on dropout especially of scheduled 
caste. He led emphasis on informal 
education to prevent this. 

It is obvious that Rajiv Gandhi had a 
vision on New Education Policy which 
would serve the desired purpose of the 
21st century India. v

The author is a speaker and columnist
continued on page 29
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India is today where Rajiv ji wanted her to be 30 years ago in 
the statement above. Obviously things have not changed 

in just last one year as Shri Modi portrays. Development is a 
gradual, long drawn process. India as we see her today, both 
domestically and globally, was conceived and worked upon 
by Shri Rajiv Gandhi ji.

Today Shri Modi proudly claims at every possible 
opportunity that India is a nation of youths; but it was Rajiv 
ji who first realized the changing demography and wanted 
to channelize the youth energy in creative and constructive 
fields. Accordingly he established NYKS and spread it far 
and wide to every district of the country and won the line 
through the district offices.

Today, we are hearing a lot of hue and cry on the climate 
change. And also that the recent untimely rains and 
hailstorm that badly affected our farmers over large 
stretches of our country has been due to the same. Rajiv 
Gandhi ji realized the magnanimous impact of climate 
change and came up with the Environment Protection Act. 
It is another issue that the following governments did not 
take the matter seriously and today we are sitting at the 
verge of a “Climatic Catastrophe”.

Shri Modi in China, recently, proudly claimed that India is 
the back office of the world but who initiated the process? 
Rajiv ji once said “India missed the Industrial revolution; 
it can’t miss the Computer revolution”. The computer and 
mobile communication technology was brought to India by 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi ji which gradually developed India into 
a soft global power.

Today, we can claim India as an Asiatic Giant but Rajiv ji, 
three decades back, had the courage of forceful military 
interference. He diffused military coup in Maldives in just 
24 hours and airdropped Indian military personnel in Sri 
Lanka. Can Shri Modi dare to do the same today, if need be?

“India is an old country, but a young nation, and like the young everywhere, 
we are impatient. I am young and I too have a dream of an India-Strong, 

independent and self reliant.”

- Shri Rajiv Gandhi in his address to the US Congress in 1985

RAJIv gAnDhI:  
A nATIOnAL hERO

In the early sixties, it was a prevalent 
saying that India visits any country with 
a begging bowl in hand. That drove 
India to the Green Revolution. Today, 
Modi ji is hopping from one country 
to the other for investments and 
unfortunately he behaves so desperate 
that he is prepared to do anything to get 
that investment. (it is another matter 
that no concrete investment has come 
so far in his tenure).

Rajiv ji realized the problem of resources in speedy 
development. But before seeking foreign investment 
he wanted to explore the resources possible within the 
nation. He initiated the restructuring of PSUs. He started 
the delicensing and reform of major industries for better 
capacity utilization, lower capital cost and improved use of 
capital. By early 90s the results were there to see. That was 
not all.

Panchayati Raj, to him was not only a means to decentralize 
power but was also a way to utilize local capital. He believed 
that such decentralization will tap the local resources 
and help in meeting the resource crunch. The Planning 
Commission taskforce reported that in watershed projects 
around 1/5th of the resources were generated locally. Rajiv 
ji was not averse to foreign investment but he wanted it 
only after the extent where our national capacities were 
exhausted.

Rajiv ji sacrificed his life for his courageous decisions against 
the interests of LTTE but he was like that. What he believed 
to be right for the nation’s interest, he pursued. An Indian 
diplomat posted in Pakistan once referred to him as “Our 
Tiger in Delhi”. He was truly so. He lived like a national 
servant and died like a NATIONAL HERO. We remember 
him always but this is the day to salute him. v

Smt Jaeya Mishr
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sOmE fACTs In LALIT gATE

Modi government and Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj 
are once again misguiding the country. Smt. Sushma 

Swaraj had clearly accepted in her tweet on 14th June, 2015 
that she had helped Lalit Modi in getting the travel documents 
from the British government. She has also accepted that the 
British government had turned down the demand of Lalit 
Modi in getting the travel documents on 3rd July, 2015. Then 
it is clear, that only on the intervention of Sushma Swaraj, the 
British government changed its decision and provided travel 
documents to Lalit Modi.

The truths of this action should have come before the people 
of the country:

The Manmohan Singh government had asked the British 
government to take action against Lalit Modi. Modi 
government has relieved him. The then Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram had written a letter to UK’s Finance Minister 
George Osborn and asking him to take action against Lalit 
Modi. Shri Chidambaram had made an effort to bring back 
Lalit Modi to India under the violation of FEMA and other 
offences, for which the Enforcement Directorate and the 
Income Tax officers are investigating. In June, 2013, during 
his visit to UK Chidambaram had personal talks with the 
Finance Minister of UK to take action against Lalit Modi.

In August 2013, Swaraj Kaushal (husband of Smt. Sushma 
Swaraj) had taken the help of Lalit Modi in getting admission 
of his nephew Jyotirmay in the Sussex University in UK 
through an e-mail. At that time Smt. Sushma Swaraj was the 
leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha.

Now, on becoming the Foreign Minister, Sushmaji has 
started her friendly influence. Smt. Sushma contacted Keith 
Vaz. Keith directed UK Visa andimmigration Department 
Director, Sana Rapson through a letter and asked her to issue 
travel documents on two counts, 1) to attend a marriage and 
2) to accompany his wife for cancer treatment. After this 
Shri Keith Vaz handed over the Lalit Modi case to Ms. Lisa 
Kilhum, a senior officer in Home office. She mentioned two 
reasons for issuing the travel documents. The reasons were 
1) to attend the marriage of her sister and 2) to meet the 
President of Seychelles.

Ms. Lisa Kihum in a letter written to Keith Vaz said that 
the case of Lalit Modi was quite confusing. Lalit Modi was 
conveyed that his request for travel documents has been 
turned down. Thereafter, Lalit Modi wrote letters to many 

people including Keith Vaz for the travel 
documents. 

Now, read what Keith Vaz wrote about 
giving travel documents to Lalit Modi. 
“…the Foreign Minister of India (Sushma 
Swaraj) had talked to me and said that the 
Indian government has no objection in 
giving the travel documents. This is very 
much opposite to the restriction notice 
given earlier. Smt. Swaraj even talked to 
Sir James Bevan, who despite being on 
leave, said that he would talk to the concerned person in the 
Home office. It would not be out of place by saying that apart 
from Ban-ki-Moon everybody else is involved in this”. All 
this is going on in a secret manner.

When this became public then the Finance Minister and 
Home Minister of Government of India organized a press 
conference and Shri Jaitley said: 1) Law is searching for Lalit 
Modi. Indian officials would arrest him and 2) on the request 
of the ED the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has 
issued a Light Blue corner notice against Lalit Modi and 
this is continuing; 3) 16 cases of ED are pending against 
Lalit Modi. Out of which notice and action has started in 15 
of them. 4) the economic value of Black money and other 
offences against Lalit Modi amounts to more than Rs. 2500 
crores. Even then Sushmaji is not feeling offended by what 
she has done.

By this process Sushmaji has diluted all the objections of 
bringing back LalitModi to India and filing a case against him 
by the Indian government. She before diluting the objections 

Pankaj 
Chaturvedi

AnALYSIS

“…the Foreign Minister of India 
(Sushma Swaraj) had talked to me 
and said that the Indian government 
has no objection in giving the travel 
documents. this is very much opposite 
to the restriction notice given earlier. 
Sir James Bevan, who despite being on 
leave, said that he would talk to the 
concerned person in the Home office.

Kieth Vaz
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AnALYSIS

of the Finance Ministry to the UK government, did not take 
the advice of the Finance Ministry or the ED or the DRI. 
Sushma Swaraj or the Foreign Ministry did not appeal on 27th 
August, 2014 against the division bench, where the one Judge 
bench had ordered to confiscate the passport incidentally the 
daughter of Sushmaji was the lawyer of Modi in that case. It 
was possible that by making an appeal in the Apex Court, 
Lalit Modi’s passport would have again been confiscated, 
which did not happen because of lack of appeal. 

Smt. Sushma Swaraj on the basis of humanitarian ground not 
only helped a fugitive, who had lot of black money, to travel 
from UK to Portugal, but also helped him to hide in UK after 
roaming all over, so that he remains out of reach of Indian 
law and officials. On the basis of this falsehood this crime 
is serious. We don’t know why Modiji who blurted so much 

continued from page 26
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vIsIOn AnD mIssOn Of RAJIv gAnDhI On  
EDuCATIOn AnD yOuTh DEvELOpmEnT

in opposition, BJP’s primary concern is to disrupt the 
House proceedings. BJP shows very little interest for public 
welfare and it is also evident from the policies of the present 
government.

During 15th Lok Sabha, 61% time of Lok Sabha and 59% time 
of Rajya Sabha of the total time allotted to Question-Hour was 
wasted because of BJP’s disruptive activities. 13,000 questions 
were listed to be answered orally but only 11% of them were 
answered due to the obstructions caused by BJP.

It is very surprising that BJP, forgetting its role as an 
opposition party, alleges the Congress to be responsible for 
parliament disruptions. The Congress party has become a 
symbol of Indian democracy and carries out its role properly. 
The demands and questions raised by the Congress has left 
BJP in a state of confusion and its manifestation came as the 
suspension of 25 Congress MPs and presentation of baseless 
documents. On account of the chaotic environment within 
the ruling party, BJP leadership even forgot to maintain the 
dignity and started personal attacks on opposition leaders.

Neither the PM nor the BJP leadership showed the required 
courage to speak against the external affairs minister and its 
two CMs who are facing charges of corruption. In the whole 
episode, the PM’s silence is surprising and he remained absent 
for most of the time from Lok Sabha. When the Congress 
boycotted Lok Sabha, the PM ensured his presence in the 
House. In the given circumstances, the only way left for the 
central government is to act according to democratic values 
leaving behind unparliamentary and arbitrary arguments. 
BJP must show the courage to take resignations of its tainted 
leaders. Then only the disruption will come to an end and the 
integrity and decency of the biggest democracy of the world 
be reaffirmed. v

BJp’s pOwER-hungER

continued from page 15

during the elections is so quiet now. Documents shows that in 
Portugal, according to the rights of a patient, the Portuguese 
law gives the permission to take the treatment or not only to 
the patient. No written permission is required in Portugal.

Sushma Swaraj was saying that she was helping Lalit Modi to 
obtain travel documents for the treatment of his wife. On the 
contrary, Shri Keith Vaz had said that the travel documents 
were needed to attend a marriage and for the treatment of 
his wife. In another place it is mentioned that the documents 
were needed to attend the marriage of his sister and to meet 
the President of Seychelles. In all these controversies which 
is the correct version? The country wants to know this. When 
will the Prime Minister break his silence? v

The author is a spokesperson of Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee
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Parliamentarians who gathered a 
few days ago in the central hall of 

Parliament to pay homage to Lokmanya 
Tilak may not have realised that the 
portrait of Tilak at which they paid 
floral tributes was unveiled by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru exactly 59 years 
ago as part of Tilak’s birth centenary 
celebrations.

The greatest political leader of the pre-
Gandhi era of the freedom struggle, 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak is remembered 
for his leadership of the “extremists” 
and his soul-stirring call “Swaraj is my 
birthright and I shall have it”. But not 
much is known about his contribution 
to Hindu-Muslim unity during the last 
years of his life.

Of the Congress leaders outside Bengal, 
Tilak was the first to recognise the 
potential of the ferment in Bengal for 
the cause of Indian nationalism. The 
partition of the province struck him not 
so much as a British blunder but as an 
Indian opportunity. In the 1880s and 
1890s, Tilak had occasionally criticised 
particular policies of the Congress, but 
it was not until 1906 that he challenged 
its broad strategy or its leadership. 
Tilak extended his support to the 
anti-partition agitation and the new 
extremist leaders emerging in Bengal.

“If you forget your grievances,” Tilak 
told a Calcutta audience on 7th June 
1906, “by hearing words of sympathy, 
then the cause is gone. You must make 
a permanent cause of grievance. Store 
up the grievances till they are removed. 
Partition grievance will be the edifice 
for the regeneration of India.” The 
grievance was not merely against an 
unpopular act of the alien regime, but 

against the alien regime itself. “The 
point is,” Tilak told a Calcutta meeting 
in January 1907, “to have the entire 
house in our hands. I want the key of 
my house and not merely one stranger 
turned out of it.”

The divergence in political outlook 
between Tilak and the moderates was 
sharpened by a clash of personalities. 
Two decades of factional politics in 
Poona had left a legacy of suspicion and 
mistrust.

Tilak was not a persona grata with 
the moderate group in Bombay led 
by Pherozeshah Mehta and D.E. 
Wacha who controlled the Congress 
organisation. Ultimately, Gopalkrishna 
Gokhale emerged as leader of the 
moderates.

The Tilak-Bipin Chandra Pal-
Aurobindo Ghose alliance posed a 
challenge to the Congress leadership 
which became obvious at the Calcutta 
session (December 1906) and resulted in 
a head-on collision at the Surat Congress 

in December 1907.

The Indian 
National Congress 
formally split 
between the 
extremists and 
the moderates. 
The moderates 
captured the party 
by easing out 
the extremists; Tilak was arrested the 
following year and sentenced to six 
years transportation in Mandalay. After 
finishing his sentence he returned to the 
Congress but not before founding the 
Home Rule League which spearheaded 
the movement for self-rule within the 
empire.

The Lucknow Session of 1916 was a 
truly joyous and historic session of the 
Congress. For the first time in nine years 
delegates of the Nationalist Party sat 
beside the Moderates within the same 
pavilion.

Besides this internal unification, 
agreement was reached on a joint 
scheme of future reforms demanded by 
the Congress and the Muslim League. 
The League’s acceptance of the goal 
of self-government for India and the 
pledge to work for its early realisation 
under this agreement signified Muslim 
readiness to jettison narrow communal 
aspirations for wider national interests 
of the country as a whole.

Indeed this was the first united demand 
for Swaraj, the first occasion when all the 
streams of nationalist struggle merged 
together to present a united front to the 
Government and spoke with one voice 
to demand vital reforms.

LOkmAnyA TILAk: 
ThE unCROwnED mOnARCh Of InDIA

Praveen Davar
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There is no doubt that the Lucknow 
Congress electrified the political 
atmosphere in the country and gave 
Congress movement a new strength 
and direction. The re-unification of 
the Congress and the Hindu-Muslim 
unity as exemplified in the Congress-
Muslim League Scheme of reforms were 
its crowning achievements, and Tilak 
played a vital role in achieving them.

Indeed his stand on the issue of Muslim 
representation was widely appreciated 
among the Muslims. As Dr M.A. Ansari, 
a great Muslim leader, who was present 
at the Lucknow Congress, observed: 
“During the course of conversations 
between the Congress leaders   and the 
leaders of the Muslim League   Tilak’s 
part was always notable for liberality and 
magnanimity towards the Muslims. It 
may be asserted without any doubt that 
his generous gesture was a great factor 
in winning over the Musalmans and in 
inducing them to accept the proposal 
which form the Lucknow Pact.”

In the autumn of 1917, Montagu came 
to India and interviewed a number of 
political leaders. Tilak led the Indian 
Home Rule League deputation and had 
many interviews with the Secretary of 
State. At the end of one such interview 
Montagu recorded in his diary: “We 
saw Tilak, the politician who probably 
has the greatest influence amongst 
all leaders in India, and who is very 
extreme.”

Tilak attended the next Congress 
Session at Calcutta which was presided 
over by Annie Besant.

For the second time Tilak had voluntarily 
renounced the presidency of this 
Congress and had himself sponsored 
Besant’s candidature. He received great 
ovation when he entered the Congress 
pandal and the newspapers described 
him as “the uncrowned king of India”. 
Tilak prevailed upon the delegates to 
accept the spirit of Montagu’s declaration 
when he spoke on this resolution in the 
Congress.

It is worth recapitulating Nehru’s 
touching tribute to Tilak when he 
unveiled his portrait in July 28, 1956: 
“It was not my privilege to come into 
close contact with Tilak. When he was 
at the height of his career, I was away in 
a far country, still a student. But even 
there his voice and his story reached us 
and fired our imagination. We grew up 
under that influence and were moulded 
by it.

In a sense, India to the youth of that 
time was what had been presented by 
Tilak, through what he did and what he 
wrote, and, above all, what he suffered. 
That was the inheritance that Gandhiji 

fORmER unIOn mInIsTER B k hAnDIQuE pAssEs AwAy

The Assam Congress on 26th July, 2015 lost 
one of it’s stalwarts. Six times Lok Sabha 

member and former Union minister Bijoy Krishna 
Handique passed away at the Jorhat Medical 
College Hospital on Sunday afternoon following 
brief illness. He was 81.

Shri Handique, who was admitted to the JMC 
Hospital on Saturday, was in the ICU ever since. 
Born in 1934, the former Union minister is 
survived by his wife and three daughters.

Shri Handique,  who was elected  the first time on 
a Congress ticket from Jorhat in 1991, went on to 
register six victory in six successive Lok Sabha polls only to be defeated in the 
2014 Lok Sabha poll by BJP’s Kamakhya Prasad Tasa.

Shri Handique was a veteran parliamentarian; he has been a member of Rajya 
Sabha from 1980 to 1986. Handique carried a huge legacy.

As a union minister, Shri B.K. Handique had served as minister of state for 
Defence and Parliamentary Affairs (2004-2007), Chemicals and Fertilisers 

(2006-2009) and later as minister of state first for mines 
and later for development of North-eastern region from 
2009 to 2011 in the UPA governments under Manmohan 
Singh.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has condoled the 
passing away of former Union Minister, Shri BK Handique. 
Saddened at his demise, Smt. Gandhi said that Shri 
Handique’s long journey in public life, both in his home 
state of Assam as well as at the Centre, was remarkable.

He was a valued member of the previous UPA governments and the void created 
by his death will be hard to fill, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said. v

had to start his vast movements with. If 
there had not been that moulding of the 
Indian people and India’s imagination 
and India’s youth by Lokmanya, it would 
not have been easy for the next step to be 
taken. Thus, in this historical panorama 
we can see one great man after another 
coming and performing acts of destiny 
and history which have cumulatively led 
to the achievement of India’s freedom. 
We meet here not only to unveil the 
picture of this great man, the Father of 
India’s Revolution, but to remember 
him and to be inspired by him.” v
(The writer is a member of the National 
Commission for Minorities. and former 

Secretary , AICC  Exservicemen Dept,  )
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RePORt CARD

enVIROnMent - A MOnuMentAL tRAGeDY

LOOtA JAL, JunGLe, JAMeen KA ADHIKAR, 
AISee RAHee MODI SARKAR
‘Modi Government’ is continuing with its unabated attack on 
India’s ‘land, forest and environment’ in its insatiable quest to 
appease a handful of crony capitalists. Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi and BJP must remember that ‘Protection of 
Environment’ can’t be wished away by ‘Dadi - Nani storytelling’ 
but has to be stoutly preserved, cherished and protected for 
generations of siblings of the same ‘Dadi - Nani’ and an entire 
generation of young Indians. Prime Minister must remember 
that DNA of environment related issues cannot be founded 
upon a misconceived interpretation of DNA as - ‘Destruct, 
Negate and Abdicate’.

Having bulldozed the ‘Land Acquisition Ordinance’ aimed 
at grabbing the land of hapless and marginal farmer, BJP 
Government has now set into motion the abominable exercise 
of dismantling the carefully crafted regime of environment 
protection, sustainable development, tribal rights and equitable 
social development

A. On 6th and 7th April, 2015; Modi Government held a two-
day ‘Environment and Forests Ministers Conference’ to secure 
the tacit approval of the States on the ‘TSR Subramanian 
Report’ This Report seeks to hit at the very base of the following 
carefully deliberated laws that evolved over the decades and 
amply passed the tests of socio-economic, legislative and 
judicial scrutiny-

I. Environment Protection Act, 1986;
II. Forests Conservation Act, 1983;
III. Wildlife Protection Act, 1972;
IV. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974;
V. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981;
VI. The Indian Forests Act, 1927
Not only these, while making final recommendations, Report 
also negates other important pieces of legislation like the 
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, Forests 
Act, 2006; various Constitutional provisions including Article 
21, Article 48-A and Article 51-A(g); National Environmental 
Policy (NEP) as also various International Treaties.

Having assured and promised crores of tribals (adivasis) and 
original inhabitants (moolvasis) that none will be able to 
alienate them from their rights over their land and forests in 
the run-up to various elections  Lok Sabha 2014 to latest being 
Jharkhand Assembly  Shri Narendra Modi has set into motion 

a single point agenda of grabbing land and destroying forests 
and environment of people of India. Congress Party believes 
and reiterates that land, forests and environment (jameen, 
jungle and jalvayu) are a matter of identity, livelihood and lives 
for crores of forest dwellers/adivasis/generations of young 
Indian and are not tradable commodities as BJP Government’s 
actions/policies are making them out to be.

1. ‘TSR Report’ recommends withdrawal of mandatory 
consent of gram sabha as laid down in the Forests Rights Act, 
2006. Primacy of consent by gram sabha has been recognized 
by law and recently upheld by Supreme Court recently (Odisha 
Mining Corporation vs. MOEF - 2013 Vol.6 SCC 476) as part of 
‘Right of Life and Equality’ (Articles 14 and 21 of Constitution) 
of scheduled tribes and forests dwelling tribes.

Does it mean that Modi Government plans to permit diversion 
of all Dense Forests even between 40% to 70% canopy cover 
having rich bio-diversity and providing sustenance to a large 
population to be razed for benefiting a few.

Modi Government proposes to take away the fundamental, 
constitutional and statutory protection granted to crores of 
scheduled tribes and forest dwellers of India. Withdrawal 
of gram sabha consent renders the Panchayats (Extension 
to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 and Forests Rights Act, 2006 
completely redundant and dead. 

2. ‘TSR Report’ proposes to classify an area as ‘No Go Area’ 
only on the basis of 70% canopy cover i.e. forest cover. Forests 
with pre-density cover of 70% are called ‘Very Dense Forest’ 
(VDF). According to Forest Survey of India Report 2013, VDF 
is only 2.54% of the total forest cover of the country. In fact, 
Forest Survey of India records area with 40% crown density as 
‘Dense Forests’.

3. National Environmental Policy, 2006 specifically provides:- 
(i) Human beings are at the centre of sustainable development 
concerns; (ii) Right to Development, (iii) Environmental 
protection is an integral part of development process, (iv) 
Precautionary Approach, (v) Public Trust Doctrine and (vi) 
Decentralization. ‘TSR Report’ completely disregards the 
existence of NEP.

Modi Government’s environment policy over-rides the 
principles of ‘human beings at the centre of sustainable 
development concerns, public trust doctrine and 
decentralization’ as mentioned in National Environmental 
Policy.

4. ‘TSR Report’ (TSR Surbramanian) proposes to make 

Congress Sandesh is publishing the “Report Card” on “ek Saal Desh Badhaal”  
released by AICC on 26th May 2015 on completetion of one year of Modi Government.

this is being published in four parts the last and final part is appearing below in this issue.
- editor
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Supreme Court the appropriate appellate forum for deciding 
environmental disputes by amending the existing law that 
allows an appeal to be filed before ‘National Green Tribunal’ 
(NGT) by an aggrieved person. It further provides that role 
of NGT established under the National Green Tribunals Act, 
2010 be restricted to ‘judicial review’ as opposed to ‘merit 
review’. 

Modi Government’s sets back environmental justice by decades 
as NGT was constituted with a sitting Supreme Court Judge on 
account of massive backlog of cases before the Supreme Court.

5. ‘TSR Report’ seeks to remove all environmental regulations 
in favour of ‘over-riding good faith’ compliance undertaking 
by the industrialists applying for environmental clearance.

Modi Government plans similar undertakings from 
industrialists that has caused total degradation of environment 
on land and sea in areas like Vapi, Surat, Mehsana, Mundra 
and Ahmedabad and would a voluntary good compliance 
undertaking be sufficient for environmental protection? 

6. ‘TSR Report’ disregards constitutional provisions, carefully 
deliberated and tested laws, National Environmental Policy as 
also International Treaties and UN Conventions that India is 
signatory to. 

India as a Nation cannot wish away these constitutional 
provisions, laws, International Treaties and UN Conventions 
on account of a motivated pro-crony capitalist agenda? 

B. Under Modi Government, all caution has thrown to 
the wind. Economic development and empowerment are 
essentials for progress yet they cannot come with the mandate 
to destroy our forest and wildlife. Under Shri Narendra Modi, 
Environment Ministry is fast becoming and ‘Approval Stamp 

Fixing’ Ministry rather than a “Repository of India’s bio-
diversity”. An estimate by private experts states that Modi 
Government has destroyed 3,800 sq.kms. of forests in one year. 
If PMO’ s recommendations to grant 5 to 100 hectares of forest 
land for industrial development sees the light of the day, India 
could lose another 5000 sq.km. of forest in corning years. 

Modi Government has also reduced representation of 
independent expert members in National Board for Wildlife 
(NBW) from necessary 10 to 2 and that of independent 
NGOs from 5 to 1. Even the condition of representation 
of 10 States had been lowered to 5 until the Supreme Court 
stayed the order. Environment Ministry is also attempting 
to curtail the powers of National Green Tribunal. Despite 
detailed objections in writing by none less than Modi’s own 
Tribal Affairs Minister, Shri Jual Oram; Environment Ministry 
is seeking to affect changes that will allow cutting of forests 
without tribal consent. If implemented, it would be a body 
blow to tribal rights and conservation.

Shri Narendra Modi and his Government has failed to 
understand the primary maxim - you cannot live for today 
and not for tomorrow for future is a seamless bridge from the 
present.

Institutional Paralysis And Denigrating 
Institutions  Samvaidhanik Sansthaon Se nahi 
Sarokar, Aisi Rahi Modi Sarkar
All “Institutions of Accountability” aimed at enforcing 
transparency and combating corruption, have been made 
non-functional or toothless by Modi Government. Yet, this 
Government talks about accountable and corruption free 
governance. One is forced to ask the question if institutional 

new Delhi: A group of villagers saved over 70 passengers’ lives 
after two trains derailed and many coaches fell into a river in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Harda district in the dead of night sending 
17 bogies and one engine tumbling into a rain-swollen river.

The twin derailment that occurred at around the same time 
at about 11:30 pm on Tuesday night 
involved the Varanasi-bound Kamayani 

Express from Mumbai, 
which capsized first, 
and the Mumbai-
bound Janta express 
originating from Patna 
that was coming from 
the opposite direction.

In a message Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 

mADhyA pRADEsh TwIn-TRAIn DERAILmEnT

expressed shock 
and grief over 
the unfortunate 
incident of twin rail 
accidents killing and 
injuring people. 

Extending her 
condolences to the family of the deceased, Smt. Gandhi hoped 
that adequate relief and rescue was being undertaken by the 
authorities concerned.

In another message by the Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said “very sad to learn of the derailment of 2 trains in 
Madhya Pradesh. My deepest condolences to the families who 
lost loved ones in this mishap.I hope the injured are provided 
adequate medical care and assistance at the earliest. v
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safeguards are being systematically stymied, denigrated and 
diluted so that Government remains unaccountable and 
corruption remains hidden? 

Prime Minister himself is openly promoting the interests of 
a few crony capitalist friends. PM travels with them on every 
foreign trip. In glaring contravention of existing protocol, they 
stay on the same floor as Prime Minister. So much so Prime 
Minister’s crony capitalist friends even sponsor his events on 
overseas trips.

Public Sector Banks are coerced into financing unviable 
projects for friendly industrialists. Environment laws, tribal 
rights and farmer’s land are all being made available to serve 
the interests of a few. All this even as the systems and processes 
to flag and counter such deeds are being weakened.

This Government shows extreme urgency in pushing anti 
farmer, anti poor, anti middle class, but pro crony legislations 
and decisions such as the Land Bill, Real Estate Bill, Policy 
against Net Neutrality, yet it has failed and has deliberately 
compromised country’s interest on the transparency and anti-
corruption fronts.

By silencing questioning voices, dissent, participation and 
consensus, MODI government is only proving its now 
established credentials of Moneyed Only- Deprived Ignored 
(MODI)!

RtI
Post of Chief Information commissioner is lying vacant for 
past 8 months. In addition the posts of three information 
commissioner in the CIC have been vacant for almost a year.

With more than 39,000 RTI appeals pending, the institution 
of Right to Information is on verge of becoming defunct. Now 
our citizens do not have the right to question our government. 
Multiple reports in the public domain make clear that more 
than half the Information Commissioners in the country lack 
adequate infrastructure causing long delay in the disposal of 
cases.

On March 11, 2015, in a shocking order, Modi government 
transferred the financial powers of CIC to a government 
appointed Secretary in DOPT, which is under direct control 
of PMO. Such a post has no mention in the original RTI Act.

CVC and CAG
Post of CVC and Vigilance Commissioners are lying vacant 
since last 9 months (September, 2014). The CAG and CVC, 
reports of which were repeatedly used by the BJP to target the 
Congress Government, have been made lifeless. 

After a meeting in June, 2014 wherein CEOs of top corporates 
had requested Finance Minister Arun Jaitley to end the “terror” 

of watchdog institutions, Shri Jaitley on 29th October 2014 at 
the annual conference of the CAG warned the CAG not to 
sensationalize its findings to get into headlines. 

In September, 2014 the Supreme Court had indicted the Modi 
Government for not maintaining transparency in appointment 
of CVC.

This was yet again a blatant exercise by the Modi Government 
to subvert the independence of constitutional institutions in 
order to enable crony capitalism in India. 

Lokpal
Lokpal Act was passed by the UP A Government in December 
2013 but Modi Government has no intent to provide the 
country with a Lokpal soon! 

On 27th November, 2015 - Union Minister Jitendra Singh said 
“under the circumstances, no specific timeline has been fixed 
for making appointments in the Lokpal”. 

Judiciary
One of the first salvos of the Modi Government after 
coming to power was on the Judiciary when the National 
Judicial Appointment Commission was not established. 
The appointment of reputed lawyer, Gopal Subramanium to 
Supreme Court was stalled because he had once appeared 
against BJP President and Shri Modi’s key aide Shri Amit 
Shabo This was a sheer obstructive attempt to undermine the 
independence of judiciary by the Modi Government. Prime 
Minister again warned the judiciary to be not influenced by 
five star activists bringing into question the most important 
innovation in judicial history i.e. Public Interest Litigation by 
spirited citizens in public interest. In recent times, none less 
than the Law Minister as also the Solicitor General of India, 
Sh. Mukul Rohatgi has raised innuendos qua sitting High 
Court judges and their process of appointments without a 
move to impeach them. This systematic denigration to brow 
beat judiciary does not bode well for democracy.

Media 
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, and his ministerial 
colleagues have been unsparing in their vitriolic attack 
against the media criticism. During an election rally in Delhi 
Assembly election, Prime Minister called the media “Bazaroo”. 
MoS (External Affairs), Sh. V.Singh, calls members of the 
media “Presstitutes”. 

Most Important cutting edge Institutes of the Country are 
Headless Inertia, inapt handling and ignorance in appointing 
heads of some of the most crucial cutting edge institutions 
of the country is further adding to the state of institutional 
paralysis. 
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Opening address of the 
Congress President at the 
Vichar Manthan Shivir 
in Shimla, Himachal 
Pradesh, on 7th July, 
2003

Preamble: 
Virbhadra Singhji gave 
us invitation to visit 
Shimla and just now we 
were welcomed. As far as I am concerned, I can only say 
that I am very glad to visit this beautiful place. My family 
has close and deep relationship with Himachal Pradesh and 
when I visit here I get a refreshing feeling. The people of 
Himachal have made many achievements in several fields 
and we should appreciate them. They have rejected BJP a few 
months ago. In the recent Assembly bye-election to three 
seats, Congress candidates emerged victorious. Once again, 
I congratulate my brothers and sisters of Himachal and I am 
confident that the rest of the country will follow the example 
set by them (the people of Himachal).

I also welcome all of you to this Vichar Manthan Shivir. 
There has been a big change in the political, economic 
and social scenario of the country after the Pachmarhi 
conclave. We have organized four AICC meetings and a 
session after September, 1998. We have held five meetings 
of our chief ministers. In addition to this, there were several 
important sessions and conferences, which include women’s 
empowerment conference and presidents of Block Congress.

But this Vichar Manthan Shivir has its own importance. We 
should get an opportunity to sit together frequently to look 
into our past, assess our achievements, debate and discuss 
things, think and take steps concerning the future. The fact 
is that we bog down so much in routine political work that 

ThIs Is IDEOLOgICAL BATTLE

we do not get time for 
this. Now, we have got the 
time for tow-and-a-half 
days and we should make 
optimum use of it. As 
per the need of the hour, 
a political party should 
keep itself fresh and alive. 
There has been a constant 
change in viewpoints and 

aspirations of society causing new challenges to emerge 
before us. We should be in the forefront in deciding national 
goals and in the struggle of viewpoints. 

Subject of the camp:
In general, we have to hold discussion on five topics. They 
are: Political Challenges, Rural Changes, Empowerment 
of Society, People-oriented welfare administration and 
Organizational Reforms. We have selected these topics 
keeping in view the jobs we have to undertake. What are 
the jobs?

We have to organize people against the dangerous and 
destructive policies of the BJP. We have to effectively counter 
the malicious and unfortunate propaganda launched against 
the Congress from time to time.

We have to keep reminding the people that the Congress 
is unique and there can be no match to it. Our viewpoints 
and political-prospects were necessary earlier too for 
the country and today also they are necessary. We should 
effectively propagate and popularize our agenda, priorities, 
achievements and contributions.

After this collective meeting, we will split into five groups. 
To further the discussion, background materials have been 
prepared on the five topics, copies of which have been 

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress 
Presidents who have placed their vision and opinion for 

building the destiny of India.

Vichar Manthan Shivir, Shimla

FROM tHe ARCHIVeS
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distributed to all of you. I want that all of you openly and 
freely put forth your viewpoints. But do take care that we are 
gathered here to have discussion on views and not to discuss 
any individual. This is the time that we have to look within 
ourselves and discuss with each other honestly so that I 
results in a political work-plan. On the last day of this camp, 
we have to pass a “Shimla Sankalp” (Shimla resolution). The 
Guwahati Pledge and the Mt. Abu Work-Plan were for the 
State governments. The “Shimla Sankalp” is for the Congress 
Party, for the Indian National Congress, which is both in 
ruling and in the Opposition and which is preparing itself 
for the next Assembly elections and the Lok Sabha election.

Preparation for Lok Sabha election:
Elections are due to be held for five Assemblies within a few 
months. Among these, our governments are in four states. 
During our rule in these states, Congress governments have 
got the lists of their solid work and achievements. Everyone 
of us must make an attempt to propagate these achievements 
and people should be informed fully. Maintaining the unity 
of the party, all of us have to think about the party only. 
We have to keep the party’s interest above our pride and 
individual aspirations. The party will achieve success by our 
discipline, unity, work during the administration, economic 
progress, social welfare and our contributions. Nowadays, 
there is a rumour about holding Lok Sabha election before 
schedule. Today itself, I want to make it clear that the 
Congress is fully prepared for the election any time, whether 
it is held this year or the next year. I am fully confident that 
the countrymen are waiting for an opportunity to elect 
a new government so that they can root out the coalition 
government, led by the BJP as early as possible.

total failure of BJP:
I am saying this because its reasons are very clear. In spite of 
tall claims by the BJP, its failures can be seen in all spheres 
and it is widespread. Among its failure, I would stress son 
seven points.

The BJP-led coalition has miserable failed in the security 
matter. I has failed to effectively curb terrorism. Never in the 
past such terrorist attacks took place on a large scale the worst 
thing is that the BJP is misusing the menace of terrorism to 
divide our society. The Home Minister perhaps is the only 
Home Minister against whom a charge sheet has been filed 
while he is holding his office and had promised to publish a 
White Paper on the activities of ISI. Four years have passed 
since the promise was made, the people of the country are 
still waiting for this White Paper. The Foreign Minister of 
this BJP-led coalition government himself escorted three 
hardcore terrorists to Kandahar to set them free safely. These 
terrorists are killing innocent men, women and children of 
our country. In spite of the Kargil intrusion in 1999, the 

NDA government has been careless in the matter of national 
security. But it is a matter of regret that hundreds of terrorist 
and extremists had occupied a large stretch of land for a long 
time at Hilkaka in a forest near Surankote in Jammu. I am 
surprised, why such things were allowed to take place.

In fact, the BJP-led coalition government has jeopardized 
the security of the country. During the last three years, not a 
small amount, but a big amount of 24,000 crore rupees was 
earmarked for the modernization of our armed forces. This 
fund was never used. Like, this, the security system of the 
country has been weakened. During last-year, an amount 
of 4,200 crore rupees was collected as Kargil tax from 
income-tax payers with a promise that this amount would 
be spent to strengthen the security-system so that in future 
the incidents like Kargil do not re-occur. This amount was 
spent elsewhere, betraying the country. I a m not alleging 
all this, but it is mentioned I the Parliament’s Standing 
Committee report. Not only this, regarding the Kargil 
war, the government’s security committee has pointed out 
the intelligence failure and have made suggestions for the 
security at our borders. With regret, I have to say that even 
after four years the government had not allowed discussion 
on the report in parliament. Not only this, the C.V.C. report 
regarding defence deals was never placed before the P.A.C. 
of Parliament. There cannot be a better example than this to 
hurt the rights of Parliament and democracy. It has become 
a common thing relating to defence matter after the people 
watched the proofs of scandals related to defence deals 
on video film. A constitutional body like C.A.G. has even 
pointed out a scandal in the purchase of caskets for martyrs 
of Kargil war.

BJP and organizations like VHP and RSS have made 
attempts to seriously harm the secular fabric, peace and 
harmony in the country. India, which is specially known for 
its unity in diversity, has got its image lowered both within 
the country and outside the country. India is a country of 
various religions, where every religion is respected and 
gets an opportunity to blossom and flourish. For Congress, 
secularism is an avowed principle. We will protect it at all 
costs and fight against those who use religion to create 
division in society. Organizations like BJP, RSS, Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal may say anything but they 
are not related to Hindu religion and Hindu way of living. 
These people deliberately present the distorted version of 
Hindu religion. This is part of their faulty viewpoint. The 
entire country knows that these people are even poisoning 
the education system. We have to reply to this and we cannot 
stop without challenging them.

The BJP-led NDA coalition government inherited a strong 
economic system as a legacy of the Congress. It did not 
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use it for the welfare of the people. Today, the country’s 
godowns are full of rice and foodgrains due to the policies 
of Indiraji and her strong determination that made India 
self-sufficient in agricultural produce. In spite of all this, 
this coalition government has miserably failed in providing 
food tot eh poor and other weaker sections of society. In 
spite of making tall promise of creating one crore jobs in the 
country every year, unemployment is rising alarmingly. The 
state-run industries and factories, which maintain balance 
in the economic system, strengthen the country, which 
were helpful in developing backward regions, gave jobs to 
lakhs of people, specially the weaker sections of society, are 
constantly being destroyed. Investments are not made in 
important sectors like agriculture and industries. Ever since 
the Congress relinquished governance in 1996, the rate of 
development has came down and the economic system has 
been ruined.

The BJP-led coalition government has ignored its basic 
responsibility towards rural India. Who does not know 
that still two-thirds of our people live in villages and 
work there. Giving political colours to rural development 
programme, they are being ruined. Golden-jubliee village 
self-employment plan has failed in all aspects. It is very 
painful to note that lakhs of farmers are suffering due to fall 
in their income and they are burdened with debt. It resulted 
in a large number of farmers being forced to commit suicide. 
This never happened in the past. The policy of Rajivji to 
bring a change in living standard of rural people through a 
plan, united efforts and through science and technology was 
kept aside.

The foreign policy of the BJP-led coalition government has 
neither cohesion nor strength nor clarity. In regard to the 
foreign policy, there had been a common view for the last 
five decades. Today, this is deliberately being destroyed. 
The independent foreign policy pursued by Nehruji and 
Indiraji had raised the standard fo Indian in the world. 
Today, this has been weakened to a great extent. The BJP-led 
coalition government kept mum when the United Nations 
Organization was marginalized and when there was talk 
of “change of government” and “pre-emptive strike”, the 
government kept quite. Now the situation is that preparation 
is on to send Indian troops to Iraq. The Congress’ view is 
very clear in this regard. I had written to the Prime Minister 
that the Indian troops should not be sent unless there is a 
clear and separate resolution passed by the United Nations.

In spite of our continuous support, the viewpoint of the BJP-
led coalition government in regard to Pakistan is oscillating. 
About four-to-five lakh Indian soldiers were deployed 
along the border with Pakistan for about nine months last 
year. Even strong statements were made in this regard. But 

what did the country gain from the “Operation Parakram”? 
Pakistan’s policy and deeds are still unchanged. In regard to 
Jammu and Kashmir, the Prime Minister and the Deputy 
Prime Minister say something in the country and when they 
go out of the country they talk about pact and speak about 
give and take. I want to ask what is this pact? And what this 
government wants to give?

The balance-sheet of the BJP-led coalition government 
in regard to honesty, accountability and transparency is 
condemnable. Its corruption has crossed all limits. In 
addition to corruption in defence deals, if we look into other 
scandals and frauds there is a long list of frauds and scandals 
which include U.T.I, Petrol pump allotment, cooperative 
bank, privatization of industries and telecom. They have not 
even spared the historic Taj Mahal.

Why Congress?
It is more than clear that the BJP-led NDA government 
has miserably failed the people of the country on 
security, defence, social harmony, economic growth, rural 
development, foreign policy and governance. Its time is 
up. The Congress party’s time has come once again. It must 
now reclaim its rightful place. But why, apart from the BJP-
led NDA government’s failures, should the people look to 
the Congress? Why does the country need the steady and 
soothing hand of the Congress today more than ever before?

Here is my answer.

The Congress is unique. Our uniqueness arises from several 
basic features of the Congress’ history, its character, its 
ideology and the legacy of its leadership. Let me enumerate 
some of them.

First, we remain the only All India Party, the only national 
political force with a presence in each and every region of 
this vast country. The geographical distribution of our state 
governments indicates the enormous spread of the Congress.

Second, we are the only party that has a steadfast commitment 
to secularism. Most of us Indians are steeped in our own 
religions. Yet, we are respectful of each other’s faiths. That 
has been our greatest strength. But certain individuals, 
institutions and their ideologies are out to destroy this 
precious heritage. Only the Congress can protect all of 
India’s religions from these merchants of hate.

Third, we remain the only political party that appeals to 
and derives its strength and support from each and every 
section of our variegated society. Only in the Congress is 
the religious, linguistic, ethnic and regional diversity of our 
culture fully represented and respected. Only the Congress 
follows policies that reflect and responds to the aspirations 
of all people. 
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Fourth, we are the only party whose philosophy of governance 
combines economic growth with social cohesion, public 
investment with private initiative and meritocracy with 
equality of opportunity. Our governance philosophy is not 
captive to any dogma. Instead, it is anchored in a vision of 
an India that ensures each of its citizens a better quality of 
life and a life of dignity.

Fifth, we are the only party that believes that India has 
necessarily to be managed with a strong Centre, with effective 
states and with vibrant local self-government institutions, 
all working in close coordination and cooperation with each 
other. Rajniti Se Lokniti, Lok Sabha Se Gram Sabha is our 
constant commitment. 

And Sixth, the Congress is the only party that has always 
placed the needs, concerns and interests of youth at the core 
of its agenda. Eighteen years ago, 40-year old Rajiv Gandhi 
as Prime Minister personally spearheaded India’s entry into 
the computer, IT and telecom era. It was he who gave the 
youth of our country a new education policy to equip them 
for a modern, scientific age. And it was he who gave our 18-
year olds the right to vote.

towards a new Political Culture
Friends, you all know that five years ago I was done the 
singular honour of being elected Congress President. 
Extraordinary circumstances brought me into active 
political life. The last five years have been a tremendous 
learning experience for me  and I should say that I am still 
learning. All along, it has been my desire to give respect 
and voice to the karyakarta across the country. I have been 
overwhelmed by the goodwill and affection that has been 
showered upon me. Whatever we have been able to achieve 
in the last five years have been a joint effort. In April 1998, 
the congress had six chief ministers and participated in 
another state government. Today, we have 15 chief ministers 
and are participating in two other state governments. This 

is a collective contribution in which the state, district and 
block units have played a crucial role.

I meet a very large number of people every day both from 
within the party and outside. There is never any shortage of 
advice on any subject. I listen to all of them. I consult my 
colleagues. They are men and women of wide experience. We 
may not always agree but I do seek a consensus. Ultimately, 
the decision is mine. By nature, I not only want to do the 
right but I also want to do a thing right. It was not easy, for 
example, to decide what we did finally when the government 
was being formed in Jammu and Kashmir eight months 
back. But getting inspiration from what Rajivji himself had 
done in Punjab and Assam in 1985 and in Mizoram in 1986, 
I took the decision in the larger interest of our country.

All through this period, I have had one yearning  that is, 
that the Congress once again becomes the catalyst for a 
whole new political culture. The Congress has been the 
pre-eminent political force in our country for decades. It 
has been a vehicle for change and history. But we have been 
more than a mere political party. The Congress is actually 
an idea, an idea that has continuing relevance. Furthermore, 
our political ideology has always had a moral content, it has 
always been based on ethical values.

But we have to admit that our time the standards of political 
discourse in the country have fallen. Cynicism on politics 
and on politicians is increasing in many sections of our 
society. This is dangerous for the health of our democracy 
and of our civil society. I firmly believe that politics must 
once again become an ennobling instrument of social change 
and reform. Politics must unite, not divide. Politics must be 
constructive, not destructive. Politics must give shape to the 
future, not reinvent the past.

I see politics as being not just about fighting elections, crucial 
as they are. It is, at its very core, a process through which 
we identify ourselves fully with the people of the country, 
especially the poor, the disadvantaged and the deprived. 
It is, in its very essence, an enterprise through which we 
discover our potential for collective social enlightenment. I 
am convinced that the time is ripe for a massive renaissance 
of our political culture so that we build that society which 
combines compassion with competence, equity with 
excellence and integrates India’s global leadership with local 
transformation Congress Ka Haath, Garib Ke Saath has to 
become our beacon both in substance and style. We must 
set the example by austerity and integrity in our public and 
private lives.

It is this concern for a new politics that promoted me last 
year to appoint a committee under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Manmohan Singh to suggest a more transparent and 
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effective system for party financing. We were the first party 
to do so. The recommendations of this committee have 
already been given effect to but clearly more needs to be 
done. Recently, we were the only party to fully support the 
Supreme Court directive on disclosure of assets and their 
criminal background by candidates during elections. The 
BJP tried to circumvent this directive but fortunately, its 
efforts were thwarted. The directive is now the law of the 
land and we will give effect to it.

For me, the political empowerment of the weaker sections 
of society holds great personal meaning and commitment. 
Economic and social programmes are important but ultimately 
what the weaker sections are demanding  and rightly so  is 
their legitimate share in political power and governance. In 
December 1998 we made a small beginning by amending our 
Party Constitution by which we have reserved 30% of all posts 
in our organization for women and a minimum of 20% for 
dalits, adivasis, OBCs and minorities. We must redouble our 
efforts to implement these provisions fully.

There are many other initiatives that are needed to give 
politics a new meaning and direction. We do not always have 
to be in power to take these measures. Judicial administrative 
and police reforms have to be made an integral part of our 
political mobilization strategy. Our frontal organizations 
must take it upon themselves to focus on the implementation 
of social legislation and making people aware of their 
rights. The Congress organization at all levels must reflect 
generational changes that are taking place so rapidly in our 
country. Political opportunities cannot be monopolized by 
just a few. Periodic training of all party members must be 
institutionalized. The code of austerity and ethics must be 
strictly followed and scrupulously enforced. The scope and 
range of ethics committees at the AICC and PCCs must be 
expanded and Congress party office-bearers everywhere 
must disclose and declare their assets regularly.

You may well ask whether all these lofty ideas will remain 
mere pronouncements or will be given concrete shape? 
Difficult as it is, a beginning has been made and I am 
determined to carry this process forward. 

The Ideological Battle
Each succeeding generation of free Indians must make their 
mark on the pages of history. It is now for us to take the 
mighty pen of nationalism and write the message of our times 
and of our generation. This is all the more essential since the 
very idea of India nationhood which we have inherited and 
cherished is under sustained attack and assault. Who will 
live if this idea of India dies  of an India that is one and many 
at the same time. The idea of India should not be allowed 
become narrow, parochial and filled with hate and bigotry. 

The concept of nationalism being propagated by the BJP and 
its ideological brotherhood is a complete distortion of all the 
values of our Freedom Movement and a total negation of 
our Constitution of which Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was one of 
the principal architects. More fundamentally, it is a willful 
repudiation of ALL that India has stood for over millennia. 

Indian nationalism must continue to be liberal, open-
minded, confident, rooted in the best of our traditions of 
mutual acceptance and accommodation. As Maulana Azad 
so eloquently described it in his Presidential address to 
the AICC session at Ramgarh in 1940, there has been a 
remarkable confluence of cultures, faiths and beliefs that has 
gone into the making of a composite India, that has gone into 
giving India its inner vitality and resilience. We must take 
the leadership role in the rediscovery of that nationalism 
that has set India apart as a unique country in the world. As 
much as our geograph9y, our history has defined us. Now, it 
is being used to divide us. We will resist this politically, we 
will combat it ideologically.

And where and how do we begin this political and ideological 
battle? It must begin and ideological battle? It must begin 
in young and impressionable minds where our political 
opponents are planting the seeds of bigotry, intolerance and 
hate. This battle against prejudice while instilling pride in 
our heritage must be launched in schools and educational 
institutions. For this purpose, I intend to set up a Bapu 
Sadbhavna and Shiksha Trust comprising eminent men 
and women committed to our vision of a modern, secular, 
progressive India. The trust will give shape and direction to 
enlightenment and excellence in our education system based 
on values espoused by our founding fathers. This is going to 
be a gigantic task. That is why I am making a fervent appeal 
to all sections of society who share this concern of ours 
to support us in this endeavour. Together, let us resolve to 
preserve and protect our India, let us resolve to celebrate its 
multiple diversities and nurture its many unities.

Conclusion
Friends, as we meet in these cool and comforting 
surroundings, surroundings that breathe history as it were, 
let us renew and reinforce our commitment. Let us pledge to 
persevere as a cohesive team in the cause of the party with 
dedication and determination. Let us always be guided and 
inspired by the life and message of Mahatma Gandhi. Let us 
also derive strength from that entire galaxy of outstanding 
Congressmen and women who followed in his footsteps. 
There is a new air of expectation all round. With the support 
and goodwill of the people, we will overcome all obstacles 
and bring our great country back on the path of Progress 
with Congress. Jai Hind. v
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The function was presided over by 
All India Scheduled Caste Council 
Chairman, Shri Umesh Kumar Ram who 
paid tributes to Babuji by garlanding his 
photograph. He also spoke about the life 
of Babjuji as he was popularly known.

Shri Ram said that as the Agriculture 
minister,  he  brought  the  Green 
Revolution in the country to made it 
self sufficient and has appealed the 
central government to honour him with 
the ‘Bharat Ratna’ award.

Protest dharna
Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Scheduled Cast Department, led by 
Scheduled Caste Council Chairman, 
Shri Umesh Kumar Ram staged a protest 
dharna here on 11th July, 2015.

The dharna was held in front of the Sakra 
Block in which all the organization of 
the Congress from all Blocks and district 
participated against the land ordinance 
of the Modi government and their anti-
people policies.

Those present at the dharna were 
Umesh Kumar Ram, Md. Istifaq Anjum, 
Ramnavmi Thakur, Anita Devi, Shivaji 
Ram, Md. Munitaz Ahmad with other.

government at the Ara Collectorate on 
15th July, 2015.

Addressing the gathering Pradesh 
Congress Secretary, Munna Tiwari, Dr. 
Manoj Pandey and the Pradesh Khet 
Mazdoor Congress Vice-President, 
Pramod Rai said that the Chief Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh, Shri Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan, Raman Singh of Chhattisgarh 
and the Chief Minister of Rajasthan, 
Vasundhara Raje and members of his 
Cabinet were indulging in loot who 
were being patronized and are being 
protected by Narendra Modi and the 
Sangh and who were given a free hand 
to do as they wish.

District Congress President, Triveni 
Prasad Singh, who presided over the 
function, said that all the work of 
progress and development in Bihar has 
come to a halt as the Centre has cut 
down the funds for the public-welfare 
projects that were initiated by the UPA 
government.

Tributes paid to Babuji
Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Scheduled Caste Department paid 
tributes to former Deputy Prime 
Minister Babu Jagjiwan Ram on his 
death anniversary here on 6 July, 2015.

ANDAMAN AND 
NICOBAR ISLANDS

Tribute to Kamaraj
Port Blair: Birthday celebration of 
Bharatratna K. Kamaraj was celebrated 
at Gandhi Bhavan on 15th July, 2015. 
The PCC Vice President, Haji Hamid 
Ali garlanded the photo of Kumarasami 
Kamraj followed by floral tribute by the 
leaders, ZP Adhaksha, Miss Mariyam 
Bibi, Chairperson Ship Workers Board 
(SWB) Smti Ratna Kannan, PRIs and 
supporters etc of the Congress Party. 
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre was the 
decisive turning point in his life, and 

at this point he decided his aim was to 
fight for national freedom and to bring 
an end to foreign rule. In 1920, at the 
age of 18, he became active as a political 
worker and joined Congress as a full-
time worker, Hamid said in his small 
brief on the life of Shri Kamaraj.

BIHAR
Dharna at Collector’s Office

Ara: On the call given by the District 
Congress Committee, the Bihar Pradesh 
Kisan and Khet Mazdoor Congress 
staged a one-day protest dharna against 
the anti-people policies of the Modi 

STATESWATCH
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CHHATTISGARH 
True colors of the BJP

Raipur: Former chief minister, Shri Ajit 
Jogi said that while corruption charges are 
being leveled against the BJP ministers, 
the BJP leadership is remaining quiet. He 
said the position of the BJP has become 
like that of Kaurav where the head of the 
family had put a blind fold over his eyes 
and did not see the act of corruption.

Shri Jogi said on 14 July, 2015 that the BJP 
which calls itself the biggest party and has 
the largest membership, their leadership 
is avoiding making any comment. During 
the Lok Sabha elections, prime minister 
said that he was a chaiwala and in Bihar 
where Vidhan Sabha elections are due, 
BJP president is saying that Modiji is an 
OBC. This makes it clear that the BJP 
is expert in changing its colors and the 
people of the country are watching it, 
said Shri Jogi.

Shri Jogi also alleged that the number 
of violations that have taken place at the 
borders during the Modi government 
rule had never occurred before and 
the prime minister who boasted of 56 
inch chest is watching this calmly. He 
added that his ministers in Chhattisgarh 
were plundering the grains for the poor 
through PDS, there was corruption 
in purchase of medicines and in the 
neighbouring state, in the name of 
making doctors, crores of rupees is being 
swallowed through Vyapam but the 
leadership is quiet about it.

Shri Jogi said that the people were being 
burdened more by manufacturing cess on 
petrol and diesel and the government was 
making crores through it and said that 
this is the government which patronizes 
corruption and the people should realize 
this.

Many BJP workers join 
Congress

Raipur: Many BJP workers of Tatyapara 
division joined Congress Party in the 

presence of City Congress Committee 
president, Vikas Upadhaya here on 2nd 
August, 2015.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  C i t y  C o n g r e s s 
spokesperson, Shri Dhananjaya Singh, 
BJP active workers of Tatyapara Ward 
were unhappy with the policy and 

working of the BJP. They said that they 
had carried out the message of the 
promises made by the BJP during the 
Vidhan Sabha and Lok Sabha election 
into every house and thus the BJP won 
the elections by huge majority. But after 
winning the elections nothing concrete 
was done and they had to cut a sorry 
figure among the people, therefore 
they have decided to leave BJP and are 
joining the Congress. Many a time this 
was discussed in the party meeting and 
the leaders dismissed their question 
by saying that this was just an election 
gimmick. 

Shri Upadhaya welcomed the BJP 
workers who joined the Congress Party 
and said that it is good that you have left 
the party that does politics of religion 
and have accepted a secular party which 
is the Congress Party.

Remembering August Kranti 
Diwas

Raipur: The City District Congress 
Committee celebrated the August 
Kranti Diwas at the Congress Bhawan 
here on 8th August, 2015.

Congressmen garlanded the photo of 
Mahatma Gandhi and a debate was 
organized. The ‘Quit India’ campaign 

was started on 9th August, 1942. The 
Congress thus celebrates this function 
every year on this date as August Kranti 
Diwas which was attended by AICC 
General Secretary, Shri B.K. Hariprasad, 
who is also the incharge of the Pradesh, 

Secretary, Bhakt Charandas, Pradesh 
President, Shri Bhupesh Baghel and 
leader of the Opposition, Shri T.S. 
Singhdeo.

C o n g r e s s  s p e a k e r s  a s k e d  t h e 
Congressmen to resolve that they will 
not allow people of India to fall prey in 
the hands of Industrialists who are being 
influenced by foreign investors. On the 
occasion senior member Shri Hasan ji 
explained in details about the Kranti 
Diwas. Large number of Congressmen 
participated in the function who paid 
tributes to all those people who scarified 
their lives in the freedom struggle.

DELHI
Shri Ajay Maken to sit on 
dharna at Jantar Manter

new Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee president said on 10th 
August, 2015 Shri Ajay Maken, along 
with thousands of street vendors, will 
sit on a day-long hunger strike from 
11 a.m at Jantar Mantar on August 12 
in support of the demands of the street 
vendors of Delhi (rehri-patri vendors). 

Over 5 lakh street vendors of Delhi have 
not yet been issued licenses despite the 
Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood 
and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 
2014 passed by Parliament on March 5, 
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2014 under the UPA Government. The 
Act is intended to protect the rights of 
urban street vendors, who number over 
2.50 crore across the country, to regulate 
street vending activities and for matters 
connected therewith. 

The C ongress-ruled Uttarkhand 
Government is one of the three States 
in the country to have implemented the 
Act, which facilitates the trade of the 
street vendors hassle-free.

Shri Ajay Maken will sit on hunger 
strike to press the demands of the 
street vendors for the immediate 
implementation of the Street Vendors’ 

Act, license to street vendors and weekly 
bazaar traders, to free the street vendors 
from exploitation by the Municipal 
authorities and the police and street 
vendors should be given license to run 
the Aam Aadmi Canteen.

It may be recalled that the Aam Aadmi 
Party had promised during the Delhi 
Assembly elections that it would prepare 
a scheme within three months after 
coming to power to implement the 
Street Vendors’ Act, but even after 
being in power for over six months, the 
Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi Government 
has not taken any step to give license to 
the street vendors to legalize their trade.

Addressing a joint press conference at the 
DPCC office, Rajiv Bhawan, here today, 
DPCC Shadow Department members 
Ragini Nayak and Prerna Singh, Delhi 
Rehri Patri Evam Asangathit Kamgar 

Congress chairman Anurag Shankar, 
National Coordinator of the Street 
Vendors Arbind Singh and Narela 
street vendors’ leader Sagar Yadav, 
said licensing the street vendors would 
enable them to earn their livelihood in 
dignity without any harassment by the 
authorities. They said the tall promises 
made by Kejriwal have now turned out 
to be hollow, as the street vendors face 
tremendous harassment to ply their 
trade as the AAP Government has 
not taken any step to formulate any 
scheme to provide license to the street 
vendors. They said the AAP party has 
not honoured its promise, as there is a 
big difference in their words and deeds. 

Protest Dharna
new Delhi: Indian Youth Congress 
President, Amarinder Singh Raja termed 
the suspension of its 25 MPs as ‘insult 
to democracy’ and on 5th August, 2015 
staged a protest before the residence of 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan at 
20, Akbar Road.

Many Youth Congress workers reached 
Mahajan’s residence which started from 
24, Akbar road and raised slogans in 
protest against the decision to suspend 
25 Congress MPs from the Lok Sabha 
for five days and National President Raja 
demanded to revoke the suspension 
order. Police used Lathi charge and 
water cannons to stop Youth Congress 
activist which injured many activist 
and were detained at Parliament Street 
police station. During the Protest 
National President was also injured.

Amarinder Singh Raja  also alleged 
that despite occupying Constitutional 

position, Smt. Mahajan is acting in a 
partisan manner and took the decision 
to suspend Congress MPs on the 
pressure of the BJP, which is leading the 

NDA government at the Centre.

He also urged PM Narendra Modi  to 
break his  s i lence and demanded 
re s i g n at i on  o f  Su s h m a  Sw ar aj , 
Vasundhra Raje and Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
JK PCC Chief Supports 

Protest by retired Teachers
Srinagar: Describing the   protest by 
retired teachers against the so-called 
policy of “Screening”   by   Education 
Department  as  most genuine, JK PCC 
Chief  Shri G. A. Mir while supporting 
the protest   by retired teachers said 
Coalition Government in the State 
doesn’t bother about the problems 
conf ront ing  people  par t icu lar ly 
employees of the State. Instead of 
creating employment avenues for the 
educated unemployed youth of the state, 
the new policies  of the Government 
with regard to retired teachers, casual 
labours, daily-rated workers  would 
further create a chaotic situation in 
the state. JK PCC Chief said while 

neWS
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Protest March
Jammu: Pardesh Mahila Congress 
organised a Protest march at Main Bazar 
Samba & Jiwan Nagar Jammu. Ms. Indu 
Pawar President, Mahila Congress, led 
the protest and demonstrated against 
the failure of State and Centre Govt. 
led by BJP for not announcing and 
sanctioning of AIIMS at Jammu, also 
against suspensions of 25 MP’s of 
Congress from the Parliament. This 
step of BJP is to choke the voice of the 
Opposition in a Democracy.

Distr ict  Samba Mahila Congress 
President, Smt. Champa Devi organised 
a protest and demonstration march 
against the Govt. at Samba. Mahila 
workers were present in large number 
at both the protests at above places 
claimed the failure of Govt. in fulfilling 
the promises made to public during 
elections and establishment of AIIMS is 
part of the same. Mahila Congress said 
they will be carrying these programmes 
in Town and Villages of Jammu till Govt. 
announces AIIMS. Smt. Champa Devi, 
Distt. President Samba and Smt. Veena 
Kumari, Distt. President Kathua were 
also present.

MADHYA PRADESH
‘Aapki Congress, Aapke Dwar’ 

Campaign
Gwalior: On the call given by City 

addressing a public meeting at Wachi 
in District Shopian on 5th August, 2015.

While expressing surprise over the 
decision of the Government,  JK PCC 
Chief said  that  new policies of the 
State Government with regard to 
retired teachers, Anganwardi workers, 
casual labours etc. are aiming to divert 
the  attention of the people from 
it’s  (Coalition Government’s) failures, 
he said.

JK PCC Chief castigated the PDP BJP 
coalition for agonizing retired teachers 
and asked them not to disturb the 
education system of the State. The new 
policy of the Government has shaken 
the whole education system and is 
bound to have a very bad impact on the 
career of students also, he said.

It is not understable that why they 
(retired teachers) have to undergo 
screening, if there is anything  wrong 
anywhere, Government have sources 
to check and find out, why should 
e v e r y  re t i re d   t e a c h e r  u n d e r g o 
screening. Terming the protest by 
retired teachers as  genuine, JK PCC 
Chief supported their protest and said 
Congress party will oppose any move 
of the Coalition Government that goes 
against the interest of Employees of the 
State and the common people.

Addressing the gathering Former 
Minister Taj Mohi U Din and Vice 
President Mohd Anwar Bhat   said 
Congress Party will fight tooth and nail 
with PDP BJP Coalition over its attitude 
towards the people   and employees 
of the state. They said Government 
should stop dictatorial attitude and 
find solution to the problems instead 
of creating more anguish for the people.

Those who addressed the gathering 
included Mohd Anwar Bhat , Amreen 
Badre Vice Presidents, Ex. Minister Gh. 
Hassan Khan, Ab. Qayoom Shah, Gulam 
Mohd Mir District Presidents, Mohd 
Iqbal Mir, Mushtaq Ahmad Khanday, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, and others.

Congress Committee President, Dr. 
Darshan Singh, the Congress started the 
“Aapki Congress, Aapke Dwar” (your 
Congress at your doorstep) campaign 
to expose the BJP in all the 15 Vidhan 
Sabha constituencies of Gwalior from 
25th July, 2015. This campaign was led 
by working president of Block Congress 
2, Shri Navin Bhadkaria.

Dr. Darshan Singh after meeting the 
people under this campaign that the 
BJP MLAs of the Gwalior Vidhan 
Sabha had made toll promises before 
the elections for development and 
progress and now they have forgotten 
those promises. There is power cut 
for eight hours, waste is littered all 
around, shortage of drinking water, 
street lights are not working, rain water 
is in ditches on the roads. Nobody is 
taking the responsibility despite the 
fact that BJP is not the Centre, in the 

state and in the corporation but they 
are least worried about the problems 
of the people.

Thos e  w ho par t ic ipated  in  th is 
campaign included leader of  the 
opposition Krishna Rao Dikshit, Sheel 
Khatri, Sunil Swias, Navin Bhadkaria, 
Rajendra Renia, Keshav Majhi, Veer 
Singh Tomar, VirendraTomar, Kuleep 
Singh, Omprakash Namdev, Ramanresh 
Parmar, Dr. Rambabu Goel, Sanjiv 
Dikshit, Rajesh Jatav, Vikash Jain, MLA, 
K.C. Singh Rajput, Neetram Karajia, 
Heetal Aggarwal, Surendra Chauhan, 
Rakesh Patel, Vishal Parche, Narendra 
Tomar with others.
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MAHARASHTRA
Protest March

Pune: As per the directive of Maharashtra 
Pradesh Congress Committee, Pune 
City District Congress Committee on 
9th July, 2015 organized a Protest March 
from Congress Bhavan to the District 
Collectorate to protest against the anti-
farmer policies of the Central and State 
Government and against corruption, 
price rice and other issues. The Protest 
March was led by former Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra, Shri Prithviraj Chavan. 
The Protest March commenced form 
Congress Bhavan and passed through 
the major thoroughfares of the city and 
culminated at the District Collectorare. 
Party workers raised slogans against 
the BJP lead Government of the Centre 
and the State. They also shouted slogans 
hailing Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Shri 
Rahul Gandhi.

Outside the District Collectorate, former 
Chief Minister Shri Prithviraj Chavan, 
Ex.  Minister Shri  Harshwardhan 
Patil, Maharashtra Youth Congress 
President, Shri Vishwajeet Kadam 
addressed the gathering. In his speech 
Shri Prithviraj Chavan criticized the 
BJP led Government of the Centre 
and the State for their failure to stop 
the farmer’s suicide, the rampant 

corruption, the price rise. Ex. Minister 
of State for Home, Shri Ramesh Bagwe, 
MLC Smt. Dipti Chavadhari and Shri 
Sharad Ranpise, MLA Shri Sangram 
Thopte, Ex. MLC Shri Mohan Joshi, 
Leader of the opposition in PMC, Shri 
Arving Shinde, Deputy Mayor of Pune, 
Shri Aba Bagul, Party Cooperators. 
Office bearers, Mahila congress, Youth 
Congress NSUI, Sevadal and several 
party workers participated in the Protest 
March. The electronic and the print 
media has given a good coverage of the 
Protest March.

PUNJAB
Bajwa demands apology from 
Modi for insulting farmers in 

RajyaSabha
Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President Shri Partap Singh Bajwa 
on 24th July, 2015 demanded public 
apology from the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi for his Agriculture 
Minister Radha Mohan Singh insulting 
the farmers in the country by attributing 
their suicides to ‘drugs, love affairs 
and impotency’ in a written reply to a 
question.

“It is shocking that Radha Mohan 
Singh denied in his written reply 
that more than 1400 of the suicides 
by the farmers in the country were 
not due to financial distress because 
of  staggering debt or  crop loss due to 
adverse weather conditions but due to 
drugs and impotency etc. The Union 
Agriculture Minister    has insulted 
the farming community in the entire 
country as the studies one after the 
other have pinpointed the cause of the 
increasing suicides to crisis in the farm 
sector”, he said.

Shri Bajwa expressed surprise that the 
Minister had referred to debt as only one 
of the reasons for these suicides along 
with family problems, illness, dowry, 
love affairs and impotency. This was not 
only clumsy but shameful, appalling and 

reprehensible cover up for a national 
tragedy with which those who feed the 
nation were confronted with.

He said the awfully disgusting statement 
made by the Union Agriculture Minister 
had exposed the disdain the farmers were 
being subjected to by this government as 
to also the thinking behind the bill to 
amend the land acquisition legislation 
which was an effort to wipe out the 
farmers themselves.

“What    Shri Radha Mohan Singh has 
stated in the Rajya Sabha is part of the 
conspiracy to malign the farmers then 
grab their lands to please the corporate 
sector that funded the ruling party’s 
campaign”, he alleged.

Dinanagar attack exposes 
vulnerability of Punjab: 

Bajwa
Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, while 
strongly condemning the terrorist attack 
at Dinanagar, on 27th July, 2015 said it 
exposed the vulnerability of the state 
and its soft underbelly, besides the laxity 
of the Akali Dal-BJP government led 
by Parkash Singh Badal. He said it was 
also a warning to the Narendra Modi 
government. He paid tributes to  Shri 
Baljit Singh, SP (D) who sacrificed his 
life while battling terrorists.

“However, what is shocking is, the Chief 
Minister Shri Parkash Singh Badal has 
tried to pass the buck to the centre 
saying that the infiltration should have 
been stopped at the border itself. His 
party is part of the government at the 
centre and as such, he must share the 
blame. He can’t shift responsibility. 
Moreover, the activities of the terrorists 
continued for some time before they 
started the attack going by the way 
explosives were planted on the rail track. 
It is the vigilance that was lacking”, he 
said.

He recalled, that Punjab had been 
through the worst for more than a 
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decade and what had happened today 
seemed to be an indication that the effort 
was to once again provoke the situation. 
He said there was an issue which was 
not political but Shri Badal could not 
be absolved of his responsibility as he 
had been repeatedly been maintaining 
that the state was peaceful.

He said this incident could be linked to 
the death sentence to Yakub Memon or 
celebration of Kargil Divas, Parliament 
being in session or forthcoming 
Independence Day. He called for 
strengthening of the intelligence wing 
of the state police. He said he along 
with the AICC General Secretary 
Shri Shakeel Ahmad  would visit the 
spot tomorrow.

Protests against suspension  
of MPs

Chandigarh: Protesting against the 
suspension of its 25 MPs from the 
Parliament large numbers of the 
Congress workers burnt the effigy of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at light 
point of sector 34 and 35 on 6th August, 
2015.  Police had tough time to control 
the workers who jumped through the 
barricades and burnt the effigy.
While terming Lok Sabha Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan, a puppet in the hands 
of Narendra Modi and the BJP, Pardeep 
Chhabara,  President Chandigarh 
Congress said that suspension of MPs as 
murder of the democracy and the black 
day in the history of the Parliament.
He said that the same BJP leaders 
who pressurized speaker to take 
undemocratic, arrogant, and unjustified 
action against the opposition leaders.

“The BJP leaders never allowed to run 

the business of the Parliament over 
trivial issues and wasted many sessions 
of the parliament in the past.” said 
Chhabra. Chhabra said that the people 
have now fully understood the true face 
of the party, which is behaving like a 
dictator.

Chhabara alleged that despite occupying 
Constitutional position, Mahajan is 
acting like a party member of BJP 
muzzling the voice of the opposition 
which has vital role in the democracy. 
She took the decision to suspend 
Congress MPs on the pressure of the BJP.

Congress workers assembled at Congress 
Bhavan in sector 35 in the afternoon and 
raised slogans in protest against the 
order of the suspension of the MPs. But 
despite the heavy police presence they 
moved forward, jumped and broke the 
barricade and burnt the effigy.

Congress workers alleged that instead 
of the taking the resignation of Sushma 
Swaraj, Vasundhra Raje and Shivraj 
Singh Chauhan the PM Narendra Modi 
and the BJP were taking the steps to 
browbeat the Congress MPs.

The leaders who were present on the 
occasion include Rampal Sharma, D.D. 
Jindal, Davinder Babla, Bhupinder 
Badheri, Sohan Lal Vaid, Sheela Devi, 
H.S. Kalyan, Chitranjan Chanchal, 
H.S.  Lucky,  Khali l  Ahmed,  S .M. 
Khan, Mohd. Shadiq Sheikh, Pawan 
Sharma, Sunil Chopra, Satish Sharma, 
Meenakshi Chaudhary, Maninder 
Dhillon, Kulvir  Singh, Gurjot Singh 
Sandhu, , Om Prakash Saini, Dr. O.P. 
Verma, Vinod Sharma, Kamaljit Singh 
Panchhi, Ramesh Ahuja, Kulbir Singh, 
Maulan Kasim, Balraj Singh, Pardeep 
Bhardwaj Ashwani Kaushal, Ajay Joshi, 
Subhash Sharma, Yadvinder Mehta, 
Harmel Kesri.

Leaders pay tribute to 
martyrs of the Quit India 

Movement
Chandigarh: Continuing its year 

long celebrations of 125th year of 
birth anniversary of Dr BR Amdedkar 
Chandigarh Congress held Padyatra at 
sector 25 colony on 9th August, 2015. 
The leaders also paid rich tribute to 
martyrs on 73rd anniversary of the Quit 
India Movement. 

While paying rich tribute to the martyrs, 
Pawan Kumar Bansal former union 
minister highlighted the contribution 
of the Father of the Nation Mahatma 
Gandhi to the world and stressed 
that every citizen should follow his 
principles of non-violence and equality 
all religions, race and the society. 

Pardeep Chhabra, president Punjab 
Congress said, on this historic day, 
Mahatma Gandhi launched the Quit 
India Movement in 1942 which led to 
the independence of the country. He 
also remembered freedom fighters who 
participated in the movement. 

He said that its is an occasion on which 
we should reaffirm our commitment to 
uphold the sovereignty, integrity and 
unity of the country for which Gandhi 
stood all of his life. 

Parde e d  C h habra  s a id  t hat  t he 
padyatra is part of the series of the 
functions planned by the Congress to 
celebrate125th year of birth anniversary 
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. Chhabra said that 
the party will spread the message and the 
thoughts of Ambedkar in city, villages 
and colonies by organizing functions 
in which all the party members and its 
wings will participate.

Bansal, while addressing the gathering, 
said that Congress has always followed 
the ideology, philosophy and the 
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government.

Large number of Congressmen were 
present, who were addressed by Pradesh 
Congress president, Shri Sachin Pilot 
who said that this was a day which will 
be celebrated as the ‘Black Day’ in the 
history of Democracy. He said that 
boasting on their massive majority, the 
BJP was trying to crush the voice of the 
opposition. Shri Pilot said that the BJP 
have set aside the moral and democratic 
value to protect their minister who 
helped a wanted criminal by the ED 
and their chief minister who secretly 
signed the witness document for Lalit 
Modi and the chief minister of Madhya 
Pradesh who was connected with the 
‘Vyapam’ scandal which saw the death 
of more than 46 persons involved with 
Vyapam. He said that despite all such 

serious allegations, the minister and 
chief ministers were still continuing on 
their posts.

Shri Pilot said that Congress was just 
not an opposition party but the feelings 
of the people and the BJP was shying 
away from their responsibility. Shri 
Pilot said that Congress will not settle 
for anything less than the resignations 
of these minister and chief ministers.

Shri Pilot said that the ruling BJP was 
openly violating the law of the land and 
the prime minister, known for making 
boastful speeches is remaining quiet on 
this issue.

 Former chief minister, Shri Ashok 
Gehlot said that the suspension of 25 
Congress MPs was not proper and was 
against the democracy. He said that this 

action by the BJP showed that the BJP 
was baffled by the allegations against 
them.

Others present at the effigy burning 
w e r e  f o r m e r  Un i o n  M i n i s t e r, 
Namonarain Meena, Shri Lalchand 
Katoria, Shri Ghanshyam Mehar, MLA, 
former MP, Dr. Mahesh Joshi, Shri 
Khiladilal Bairva, Pradesh Congress 
vice-president, Dr. Acharna Sharma, 
Shri Rajiv Arana, general secretary, 
Shri Giriraj Garg, Shri Sandeep Singh 
Chaudhary, Shri Pratap Singh, Shri 
Suresh Chaudhary, Shri Rohit Bahna, 
Shri Rajesh Chaudhary, Shri Prashant 
Sehdev Sharma, Shri Amin Kagzi, 
Shri Sushil Asopa, Shri Kuldeep Singh 
Rajawat, Shri Mahan Dagar, Shri Jaswan 
Gurjar, Smt. Sangeeta Garg, Shri Sanjay 
Bapna, Shri Vikram Singh Sekhawat, 
Shri Bhagwan Sahay Saini, Dr. Prahalad 
Raghu, Smt. Joti Khendalwal, Shri R.R. 
Tiwari with others.

Sachin’s directive for civic 
elections

Jaipur: Looking at the forthcoming 
municipal elections,  the Pradesh 
Congress Committee President Shri 
Sachin Pilot met the delegations of 
various classes of the society at the 
Congress headquarters here on 4th 
August, 2015 to decide their participation 
after receiving memorandum from 
them.

Shri Sachin Pilot met the Congress 
MLAs, ex-MPs, ex-ministers, former 
MLAs and public representatives and 
Congress office-bearers. Shri Pilot 
met the district incharges of Sawai 
Madhopur, Kairoli, Jaipur Urban, Ajmer 
City and  Kota. Shri Pilot directed them 
to seriously get involved to propagate 
about the Congress and to back and 
support Congress candidates and make 
their victory possible.

District-level coordination committees 
have been formed which will also 
monitor the civic elections.

thoughts propagated by Ambedkar for 
emancipation of dalit and oppressed 
over the years.

Congress holds protest against 
house tax

Chandigarh: In continuation of its 
agitation programme to protest against 
imposition of the house tax Chandigarh 
Congress held protest for more than two 
hours at roundabout of bus stand in 
sector 17 on 12th August, 2015. 

Ho l d i n g  t h e  B J P  G o v e r n m e n t 
responsible for imposition of the house 
tax and terming the relief just an eye 
wash the Congress leaders assailed 
Kirron Kher MP and leaders of the BJP 
for burdening the people.

While addressing a protest rally attended 
by hundreds of Congress workers and 
numbers of RWA’s Pawan Bansal former 
union minister, Pardeep Chhabra, 
president Chandigarh Congress and 
many others senior leaders vented 
their ire against the BJP leadership for 
burdening the people with additional 
tax. 

Holding posters in their hands and 
bearing black badges the Congress 
workers raised slogans against the BJP 
Government.

RAJASTHAN
Black Day in Democratic 

history
Jaipur: Pradesh Congress Committee 
staged a protest demonstration against 
the suspension of 25 Congress MPs at 
the ‘Badi Chaupad’ here on 4th August, 
2015 and also burnt the effigy of the BJP 
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Beware of the Party that 
befools people: Kamat

Pali: ‘Beware of the Party that befools 
people’. This was said by AICC General 
Secretary and incharge of Rajasthan, 
Shri Gurudas Kamat at the District 
Congress meeting here on 29th July, 
2015. 

The meeting was called in preparation 
for the corporation elections. Shri 
Kamat also said that Congress will 
achieve a big win in the elections and the 
people will not be impressed orbefooled 
by BJP any more. 

AICC Secretary and co-incharge of 
Pradesh, Mirza Irshad Baig said that 
we should collectively select good 
candidates. Pradesh congress President, 
Shri Sahcin Pilot thanked the people 
who were jam-packed in the garden 
despite the rains and felt happy by their 
presence. Leader of the Opposition in 

the Vidhan Sabha, Shri Rameshwar 
Dudui said that Congress should work 
in the interest of the people and make 
people aware that they should not be 
carried away by the false promises of 
the BJP.

District Congress President, Ajay Dard 
thanked the people and the Congress 
leaders coming to pali in such an 
inclement weather, District Sewa Dal 
very well managed the function.

TAMILNADU
Tributes paid to K. Kamaraj

Chennai: The Congressmen and the 
office-bearers of Central District 

Congress Committee paid tributes to 
former AICC President and former 
Chief Minister of Tamilnadu Shri K. 
Kamaraj and celebrated his 113th Birth 
Anniversary on 15th July, 2015.

The function was presided over by TNCC 
Vice-President, Shri L. Leninkumar 
and others who paid tributes were 
A. Devakar Selvyn, P. Granaraj, M.R. 
Elumalai, C. Ravi, M. Salyamorthy, K. 
Sridar, D. Jalender Yadav, P. Bhaskaran, 
Henry with others.

UTTAR PRADESH
UPCC hosts Iftaar party

Lucknow: Like in the past, this year too, 
the Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee 
organized anIftaar party at the party 
headquarters here on 11th July, 2015. 
Large number of people, both religions 
and social leaders and people of the 
Muslim community participated in the 
Iftaar party.

While welcoming the participants, 
UPCC president Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
said that the holy month of Ramzan 
teaches us to be polite, forgiving and 
of sacrifice and to live together with 
peace and love.

Others who thanked the participants 
included AICC general secretary and 
incharge of UP, Shri Madusudan Mistri, 
MP, AICC Secretary and co-incharge, 
Shri Zuber Khan, Shri Naseeb Singh, 
Shri Prakash Joshi, AICC Minority 
Division chairman, Khurshid Ahmad 
Sayeed, Shri Pramod Tiwari,  MP, 
Scheduled Caste Commission chairman 

and MP, Shri P.L. Punia, former Union 
Minister, Shri Sreeprakash Jaiswal, 
Shri Rajiv Shukla and leader of the 
opposition, Shri Pradeep Mathur and 
Vidhan Parishad leader, Shri Naseeb 
Pathan.

Prayers were offered by Maulana 
Nadvi Sahib of Sunni community and 
Maulana Riaz Hussain of the Shia 
community with others.

Statewide rally against Modi 
government

Lucknow: On the call of the UPCC, a 
statewide agitation was held on 22nd 
July, 2015 and a rally was held in every 
city and villages against the Modi 
government. An effigy of the Modi 
government was also burnt.

The rally also took out tableau showing 
forcefully taking the land of farmers 
through land ordinance, bloody scandal 
of Vyapam and helping an economic 
offender and his business links with 
the Rajasthan chief minister and the 
government that promised to bring 
back black money and the government 
that helps capitalists. The Congress 
Party also held ‘nukkad’ shows to make 
the people aware about the above facts.
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This was held at every village and main 
crossings of every district where this 
rally and protest was held about the 
suit-boot Modi government.

Dr. Nirmal Khatri, the UPCC president, 

himself led the protest procession in 
Lucknow city alongwith former UPCC 
president, Dr. Rita Bahuguna Joshi and 
Pradesh Mahila Congress president, 
Smt. Pratima Singh.

The rally against Modi government 
started from Jyotibaifule Park  and 
passing through Kesarbagh crossing, 
Is l am i a  C ol l e ge ,  R oy a l e  Hot e l , 
Burl ington cross ing  and f ina l ly 
concluded at Charbagh.

 Reaching at  Charbagh crossing, 
Dr. Khatri addressed the gathering 
and said that by bringing the land 
ordinance, Modi government wants to 
help the capitalists and the quietness 
of prime minister, at the corruption 
and scandal in BJP-ruled states, shows 
his agreement and said that Narendra 
Modi who growled and roared like a 
lion before the Lok Sabha election was 
now keeping mum and has failed to 
fulfill all the promises he made during 
the election speeches. The Congress is 

making the people aware through the 
tableau about the anti-farmer policy 
and failing in stopping rising prices 
and thus they are showing their anger 
by burning the effigy of the Modi 
government. Dr. Khatri also criticized 
the law and order situation in the state 
and said that mafia and goondaraj was 
prevailing in the state. The people are 
feeling unsafe and say that police is 
patronizing the criminals.

Similarly,  such protest  ra l ly  was 
organized in every districts.  

Protest against suspension of 
Congress MPs

Lucknow: Pradesh Congress president 
and former MP, Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
said on 4th August, 2015 that the 
way Lok Sabha speaker suspended 25 
Congress MPs from Parliament was a 
black day in the history of democracy. 
He said that the BJP was bent upon 
crushing democratic values and asked 
the Congressmen to oppose this 
undemocratic action with all their 
might and ask the Speaker to withdraw 
this decision.

Dr. Khatri led a protest march against 
this action from Gandhi statue near 
the GPO to the Pradesh office of 

the BJP. Thousands of Congressmen 
participated in the march with different 
slogans written on placards against the 
Modi government. On reaching the BJP 
office, the Congressmen sat in front of 
their office and shouted slogans but 
were forcefully evicted by the police.

Prominently present in this protest 
march were former Pradesh Congress 
president and MLA, Dr. Rita Bahuguna 
Joshi ,  s ecre tar y  and ML A,  Shr i 
Sanjay Kapoor, MLA, Shri Akhlesh 
Pratap Singh, former minister, Shri 
Ramkrishna Dwivedi, former minister, 
Shri Satyadev Tripathi, former MLC, 
Haji  Siraj  Mehandi,  Shri  Harish 
Bajpayee, former MLA, Shri Rajendra 
Sharma, Shyamkishore Shukla, Vinod 
Chaudhary, Satish Ajmani and former 
MLC Rakesh Mishra with lots of other 
Congress workers.

  Urgent Meeting of UPCC
Lucknow: An emergent meeting of all 
blocks president and incharges and all 
district incharge general secretaries 
was held here on 5 August, 2015 under 
the presidentship of UPCC president, 
Dr. Nirmal Khatri.  AICC general 
secretary incharge, Shri Madhusudan 
Mistri, MP who was the chief guest 
and co-incharge and AICC secretary 
Shri Juber Khan and Shri Naseeb Singh, 
Congress Legislative Assembly leader, 
Shri Pradeep Mathur and Congress 
Legislative Council leader, Shri Naseeb 
Pathan were present in the meeting.

The meeting was called to discuss 
strategy for the Gherao of the Vidhan 
Sabha on 17 August, 2015 and to 
discuss the district-wise preparation 
with Shri Madhusudan Mistri who 
reviewed the situation.

Tributes paid to patriots on 
Kranti Diwas

Lucknow: August Kranti Diwas, the 
struggle for freedom, was held at the 
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Pradesh Congress headquarters here 
on 9th August, 2015. The function was 
presided over by Pradesh Congress 
President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, a former 
MP and UPCC General Secretary, 
Shri Onkarnath Singh conducted the 
function.

On the occasion, Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
paid tributes to all known and unknown 
patriots who sacrificed their lives in the 
freedom struggle. Dr. Khatri accounted 
about the Kranti Diwas and said that 
it proved a milestone in the freedom 

struggle. He said that the youth should 
know the truth about freedom struggle 
as the opportunist and fascist forces 
were trying to destroy the cultural and 
social fabric of our country and we have 
to oppose it with all our might. 

Dr.  Khatri  presented a memento 
t o  s e n i o r  C o n g r e s s m e n  S h r i 
Ramswaroop Verma to honour him. 
On the occasion, former Minister Shri 
Ramkrishna Dwivedi said that after the 
independence some political parties 
have divided the society on the basis 
of caste, religion for their petty self-
interest. He said that on this day on 
9th August, 1942, father of the nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi gave a call of ‘Do 

or Die’ and inspired by that slogan 
we have to give a solid reply to those 
forces.

Former Minister, Shri Satyadev Tripathi 
and said that today Congressmen 
have new challenges and we have to 
remember those value of the freedom 
struggle.

Prominent ly  pres ent  were  Smt . 
Aradhana Mishra ,  MLA,  former 
MLC, Haji Seroj Mehandi, former 
Minister Shri Rajbahdur, Shri Pramod 
Singh, Shri Sanjiv Singh, Shri Maruf 
Khan, Shri Arun Prakash Singh, Shri 
Satyadeo Singh, Dr. Jiyaram Verma, 
City Congress President, Shri Bodhlal 
Shukla with others.

‘Pole Kholo’ rally
Aligarh: On the call given by the 
UPCC, the Aligarh City Congress 
president, Shri Vivek Bansal, former 
MLA, led a huge “Pole Kholo” rally 
to expose the fake achievements of 
the Modi government here on 22 July, 
2015.

The rally had vehicles which had 
banners and posters showing the 
unfulfilled promises and the fake 
achievements of the Modi government. 
The rally started from Malviya Library 
and concluded at Dodpur in front of 
the photo studio of Shri Rashid Ali, 
an office-bearer of the City Congress 
after passing through the main roads 
of the city.

Thousands of Congress workers and 

the people lined up on the roads 
and the rally was well appreciated 
by everyone. When the rally passed 
the Collector’s office, the Congress 
leaders handed over a memorandum 
addressed to the President of India to 
the Collector. Shri Bansal congratulated 
Shri Gyan Prakash Saxena, the senior 
vice-president of the City Congress 
for successfully organizing this ‘Pole 
Kholo’ rally.

Anti-encroachment drive
A l i g a r h :  T h e  C i t y  M u n i c i p a l 
Corporation is presently carrying 
out anti-encroachment drive. This 
drive is troubling the shopkeepers 
who have a valid license to sell their 
wares from the corporation. The 

shopkeepers who were uprooted from 
in front of the Telephone Exchange 
have given a memorandum to the, 
AICC spokesperson and City Congress 
president, Vivek Bansal on 30th July, 
2015.

Shri Vivek Bansal,  alongwith the 
upro ote d  shopke ep ers ,  met  t he 
District Collector, Dr. Blakar Singh 
and requested that the rights of the 
shopkeepers be protected as they had 
valid license to carry out their business 
for their survival.

T he  D i s t r i c t  C ol l e c tor  a s su re d 
Shri Bansal that the rights of the 
shopkeepers will be protected and a 
way out will be found soon. Others 
in the delegation were Somvir Singh, 
Rajendra Bhalla, Rao Ahmad, Gopal 
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Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Shankar Dayal 
Sharma
Birth Anniversary
19th August

Vijaya Lakshmi 
Pandit 
Birth Anniversary
18th August

(1918-1999)

(1900-1990)

Rajguru
Birth Anniversary
24th August

(1908-1931)

and Rakesh, Naushad, Jalil Ahmad, 
Kishnu, Dwarka Prasad and Pradeep 
among the shopkeepers.

Eid is a festival of unity and 
love

Allahabad: CWC member and former 
union minister Shri  Anil  Shastri 
complimenting the Muslim community 
on the festival of Eid said that this is 
a festival of Hindu-Muslim unity and 
this brings us together while speaking 
at Eid Milan function on 25th July, 
2015.

While commenting on the BJP, Shri 
Anil Shastri said that the BJP seems 
to be unable to tackle  the opposition 
in the Parliament and added that the 
Prime Minister and the BJP have to 
change their arrogant attitude.

Speaking on the land ordinance, Shri 
Shastri said that the BJP government 
is telling lies about the land bill and 
they do not care about the inertest 
of the farmers. Shri Shastri said that 
the Prime Minister was keeping quiet 
about the involvement of Smt. Sushma 
Swaraj and Smt. Vasundhara Raje in 
the Lalit Modi issue. He said that the 
Modi government has dismissed all 
the promises made during elections as 
poll gimmicks.

The function was presided over by 
Minority Department Vice-Chairman 
Fuzail Hashmi while Vice-President 
of City Congress, and Media incharge 
Parvez Ahmad Siddique conducted the 
programme.

Also present were former Mayor, 
Chaudhar y Jitendra Nath Singh, 
Kishore Varshney, Taslinuddin, Javed 
Urfi, Naseem Siddiquie, Mukhtarul 
Haq Ansari, Nafees Anwar, Md. Sartaj, 
Ajay Mishra, Izazul Haq, Tanvirul 
Hassan, Sajed Shakeel Parvez, Kamal 
Hashmi, Irshad Ullaha, Sayed Imtiaz 
Hassan, Infamullaha, Vakil Ahmed, 
Tajimuddin, Md. Zulfikar Sayeed Vled 

Kamal, Salman Hashmi, Zia Ubed, Md. 
Kareem, Mevaz Ahmad.

WEST BENGAL
Meeting of INTUC President

Kolkata: As the INTUC West Bengal 
President  Ramen Pandey completes 
his one year in off ice,  a meeting 
was organized at Hooghly District 
on 16th July, 2015 wherein Dr. G. 
Sanjeeva Reddy, President- INTUC, 
was present as chief guest, along with 
Shri Sanjay Gaba, Vice President- 
INTUC Harayana. 

Dr.  Reddy address ed  the  union 
workers of Kesoram Rayon Industriesat 
Hooghly. Dr. Reddy in his speech 

told that he would pressurize the 
management to settle the charter of 
demands at the earliest. Shri Pandey 
also in his speech told that in his 
capacity of the President of State 
INTUC and also of the union would do 
all the needful for immediate redressal 
of the grievance. 

A meeting with the management 
of Kesoram Rayon Industries Ltd, 
also took place wherein Dr. Reddy 
asked the management to maintain 
congenial and harmonious relationship 
with the union for betterment of 
both concerns. Also, a meeting with 
the management of ITC PSPD was 
held wherein Dr. Reddy put forward 
the worker’s issues. Dr. Reddy also 
attended a meeting of the workers of 
India Government Mint, Kolkata, and 
addressed the workers and told that he 
has a meeting with the Union Finance 

Minister and therein he will take up 
such issues and if the Minister does 
not redresses them, the mint would 
also go for strike on September 2, 
2015. Shri Pandey assured all help and 
support to the mint workers. In his 
tour, other office bearers of INTUC 
West Bengal were also present such 
as  Atiar Rahaman- Treasurer, Master 
Nizam, Vice President, Tapan Ghosh, 
Chandra Pandey, Secretaries, Biddyut 
Poddar, President- INTUC Sevadal, 
West Bengal Branch, Ram Parvesh, 
Jaiprakash Saha of the Kesoram Rayon 
Unions. v
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RePORt

Around 9,000 Mahila Congress functionaries 
from all over the country were present to 

participate in the National-level Gherao of the 
Parliament at Jantar Mantar, Parliament Street, New 
Delhi, on 21st July, 2015 to register its protest against 
the corrupt Government led by Shri Narendra Modi in the 
Centre. 

The women started pouring in from 8:00 am with Party 
flags, banners and placards in their hands which projected 
various scandals of Modi Government. After the meeting, 
Mahila Congress workers started their march towards 
the Parliament. They were beaten and pushed by Mahila 
Police. Many women got hurt and were injured. The Mahila 
Congress has decided to continue its struggle against the 
corrupt practice of the incumbent Government and will 
hold large-scale agitations in the States where the BJP 
Governments are involved neck-deep in the scams such as 
Vyapam in Madhya Pradesh, PDS scam in Chhattisgarh and 
Chikki scam in Maharashtra.

Present on the dais were senior Congress leaders like 
Shri Digvijay Singh, Dr. Girija Vyas, Shri Ajit Jogi, Shri 
Mahendra Joshi, Chief Organizer, Seva Dal, Shri Amrinder 
Raja Brar, Indian Youth Congress President, Shri Roji John, 
NSUI President, Shri Hanumat Rao, Smt. Mamta Sharma, 
Dr.Prabha Thakur, Shri Narayansami, Smt. Rajni Patil, 
Ms. Sushmita Dev, Major Ved Prakash, Ms. Khushboo, Dr. 
Kiran Walia, Smt. Barkha Singh, Smt. Anjali Rai, Shri B.P 
Singh.

A two-day National Council Meet of Mahila Congress was 
held on 8th & 9th July 2015. The agenda of the meeting was 
- Presentation of Activity Reports of last three months 
by State Mahila Congress Presidents; Preparation for 
the campaigning in Election going States; Preparation 
for Gherao of Parliament on 21st July 2015; Briefing 
by the AIMC President on the Year Long Programs to 
commemorate the 125th Birth Anniversary of late Prime 
Minister Pt. Jawahar Lal  Nehru in the States; Briefing 
by the AIMC President on the Celebration of 125th 
Ambedkar Jayanti in the States. 

On the second day of National Council Meet, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi, Vice-President, AICC and Incharge of 
Frontal Organizations came to address the meeting. 

mAhILA COngREss

His deliberations were more of an interactional exercise 
wherein State Mahila Congress Presidents and AIMC 
Office Bearers discussed important issues. Other important 
speakers were Shri Motilal Vora, Shri Randeep Singh 
Surjewala, Shri Jairam Ramesh and Ms. Lakshmi Narayan 
Tripathi (a transgender who has fought for the rights of the 
community).  

The AIMC President Mrs. Shobha Ojha addressed a meeting 
of Haryana PMC at Chandigarh as part of preparations for 
Jan Akrosh Rally on 14th July 2015.  She also addressed 
a Mahila Congress Convention in Chennai, organized by 
Smt. Sai Lakshmi, President of Tamil Nadu PMC which was 
attended by more than 500 women. 

The Gujarat Government has reserved 50% seats for 
women in local bodies and the elections for local bodies 
are going to be held in the month of October. Keeping this 
in view, Smt. Sonalben Patel, President, Gujarat PMC, in 
collaboration with Gujarat PCC, started one-month long 
exercise to identify eligible women to contest the local body 
elections, by organizing meeting in each district of Gujarat 
State. Newly appointed President of Andhra Pradesh Mahila 
Congress Smt. S. Padmashree participated in Padyatra 
which was led by Shri Rahul Gandhi in Ananthapuram 
District. Ms. Shahnaz Yasmin Haque, newly appointed 
President of Assam PMC, toured 8 districts with a view to 
re-organize Mahila Congress organization in the State. v

(Dr. Shobhna Shah)   
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DIGItAL InDIA
The foundation for “Digital India” was laid by the late Prime 
Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi by unleashing the Information 
Technology (IT) potential of the country that has made India an 
IT Superpower today. The former Prime Minister is even today 
known and credited for bringing about a new computer, IT and 
telecom revolution in the country.

The Congress-led UPA during its 10 years took this journey 
many notches higher by initiating and implementing the National 
e-Governance programme (NeGP) to digitize India and eventually 
reach out to over 5000 towns and 700,000 villages.

As the BJP Government pats its own back today on successfully 
renaming yet another UPA venture namely National e-Governance 
Plan (NeGP) as Digital India, the people of India can only hope 
that this is successfully implemented and underway plan of the 
UPA Government doesn’t meet the same fate as the renamed 
‘Make in India’ scheme.

While the BJP Government is successful in hacking and 
tweaking and altering lineages and websites, it is jinxed as far as 
implementing and running programs are concerned, including 
the well intentioned ones by the UPA Government.

The  Congress Government approved the NeGP  on May 18, 
2006, the NeGP comprised of 27 Mission Mode Projects (MMPs) 
and 10 components.

The Vision of the then Government in implementing this plan 
was to, ”Make all Public Services accessible to the common man 
in his locality, through common service delivery outlets and 
ensure efficiency, transparency and reliability of such services at 
affordable costs to realize the basic needs of the common man.”

Since implementation and through its tenure, the Congress 
achieved success in the following:

# National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN)

The project aimed at taking broadband connectivity to 2.5 
lakh villages in 2014. In all, 5.8 lakh (5,81,610) out of 5.9 lakh 
(5,93,601) in inhabited villages in country have been provided with 
village public telephones (VPT). Out of 3.5 lakh targeted village 
panchayats, 1.5 lakh have been connected through broadband.

# e-Panchayati Raj

The annual plan of over 38,400 panchayats were made available 
online on  www.planningonline.gov.in. eGovernance Mission 
Mode Project includes planning, monitoring, implementation, 

budgeting, accounting, social audit, and delivery of citizen 
services.

# The then Government approved the  National Electronic 
Policy, 2012  that provides a set of schemes for promotion of 
domestic electronic industry, that is, preference to domestically 
manufactured electronic goods. It also introduced modified 
special intensive package and mandatory registration of 
electronics products for meeting safety standards. Besides, it 
introduced The Electronic Delivery of Services Bill, 2013 that 
provides public services to citizens electronically.

# 10 million increase in telephone connections in the year 2013.

# Congress introduced computerized program in the Income Tax 
department allowing E-filing IT returns.

# The Ministry of I&B under UPA successfully digitized the cable 
TV networks. It was implemented in four phases and was initially 
targeted to be completed by December 2014. The first phase was 
completed in Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata from October 31, 2012 
with 8.5 million cable TV subscribers being digitized.

# A project for modernization and computerization of all post 
offices in India was approved with an investment of Rs 4909 crore.

# It also rolled out e-Biz Mission Mode Project under National 
e-governance Plan that makes all business and investment 
related regulatory services across the State, Central, and Local 
government available on a single portal. During its pilot phase, 
a total of 50 services were implemented across 5 states  Andhra 
Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu. The e-Biz 
portal was launched on January 28, 2013.

# A GAGAN-system satellite was launched to enhance location 
information received from GPS.

# SEBI permitted setting up stock exchange or trading platform 
for Small and medium enterprises (SME). Both, Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) and National Stock Exchange (NSE), launched 
SME exchange platform in 2012. Wednesday, July 01, 2015

PM  SILent On VYAPAM SCAnDAL
Spokesperson: Shri R.P.N. Singh:  He said that it is very shocking 
that such a big scandal has hit the country, where 49 innocent 
lives have been lost. We still do not hear any word from the Prime 
Minister. The Prime Minister spoke about corruption before the 
Lok Sabha Elections and now that Corruption is ramphant in his 
own party, he should take the strongest possible action, However, 
let alone taking any strong action, we have not even heard his 
voice regarding all the scandals that are surrounding the BJP 
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at this present moment, be the happenings in Rajasthan, those 
happenings in his own Cabinet, what is happening in Rice Scam 
in Chhattisgarh and biggest scandal which impacts thousands 
and lakhs of students of Madhya Pradesh. The Prime Minister’s 
silence is deafening. Wednesday, July 08, 2015 

DISReGARD OF PReCeDentS 
Spokesperson: Shri Abhishek Manu Singhvi: He said that the 
BJP is back to doing what is knows best, what it does best. It 
has an established historical paradigm to run down Institutions 
to disregard precedents, to insult Constitutional practices and 
subverting or controlling or denying the information, is yet 
another example in that hallowed line of BJP tactics. What the BJP 
have now done is or rather the BJP-led Central Government has 
now done it, to create through a seemingly innocuous circular a 
regime where information and freedom of speech and expression 
is supposed to be a one-way street - an entirely one -way street 
where the King from the hilltop gives what he chooses to give 
to the populace at the bottom of the valley waiting like beggars 
for information to be disseminated at the mercy of the Royal 
team. It is not surprising because this is also the philosophy, the 
approach of Shri Modi himself. This is what he has practiced in 
his earlier political avatars and he is now clearly trying to perfect 
that Model this time through a particular Ministry - the MHA 
- the Ministry of Home Affairs. It is clear that the circular says 
‘in effect’ though in so many words, thou shall not interact, thou 
shall not meet, thou shall not engage, thou shasll sit and wait in 
a particular designated room and a single appointed person may 
hand out doles of information, as and when, in whatever manner 
he chooses.

Publicity is one thing and both the Head of this Government and 
this Government as a whole, are desperately interested in it and it 
is understandable. It may also be a one-way street but information 
exchange, good governance, transparency, accountability, 
information about good governance and accountability has to be 
a shared participatory exercise. It can not be a one-way street. It 
is not a dole handed over in the manner in which I had described 
and let me assure that despite all the covert and the camaflogued 
wording of the circular that is exactly and entirely what it seeks 
to do. I think this is yet another example of this Government’s 
dictatorial over-centralizing and controlling instincts and the 
sooner they realize that in democratic polity as diverse and vast 
as India, this can not work.

Shri Singhvi also said as in the week gone by the Parliament 
draws to an end, all of us have to ask some hard and sad questions 
and the hard and sad questions relate to why Parliament is not 
functioning? The obligation and onus to make Parliament function 
rests entirely on the Government of the day. This is something 
not I but what the present Government’s every esteemed Minister 
have repeated ad nauseam hundreds of times for ten years from 
2004 to 2014. Yes, if the conditions conducive to such functioning 
are created in a positive mould, we are there to take two steps if 
you take one step. But what we have seen is an unprecedented 
conspiracy of silence. We have seen an unprecedented conspiracy 
of silence on VYAPAM for example. It is just one of the examples.

The PM is the Head of the country’s Government - not of a 
party. He had to and should have sent a message - a clear and 
unequivocal one. What he does is vital and as against his doing 
nothing not even speaking, very over-clever arguments are raised 
in Parliament and outside. Is it not multi-state scam?

Let me ask another example- take any country - big or small in the 
world - and in any small or big federal structure if there are 30-
40-50 deaths, does it not matter? Will the PM of that country ever 
keep quiet? Can you imagine any country in the world? We have 
a new argument now. The PM is not quiet, he is ready to speak, 
why do you not come to the Parliament, he will speak. Does the 
Prime Minister of this country wait for two months for Parliament 
to convene before he speaks? We are today asking the question 
not today, we are repeating a question two months ago or more 
than two months when we started VYAPAM on national agenda? 

Also the offer of discussion is not for VYAPAM. How are we to 
agree to any discussion when you draw lines like this? How are 
we to fall in the trap that the PM suddenly wakes up after two 
months and say I am ready to speak now but could not speak 
for two months but because I was waiting for the Parliament to 
convene? Friday, 24th July, 2015

teRROR AttACK
Spokesperson:   Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi: He said that the 
Indian National Congress strongly condemns and we cannot 
find strong enough words to condemn this dastardly terror attack 
in Gurdaspur. The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi have unequivocally 
condemned this mindless attack which we see as an attack on the 
nation. As we speak, we do not have full information.

  At last count and obviously this is an evolving situation, 6 
valuable lives had been lost. We do not have information about 
the terrorists and we do not have the final information about the 
valiant and brave Police personnel, para-military forces who are 
participating in this operation but let me make it fully clear as 
the Congress party, we stand resolutely, fully, solidly and  strongly 
behind our Security forces and by that I mean the Army, the NSG 
, the BSF, the Punjab Police  each and every Police force who 
are battling courageously on-the-spot as we speak and let me 
also convey our very sincere and heartfelt condolences  to each 
family, to the loved-ones of the departed security personnel and 
other innocents who have made such sacrifices for the nation, 
particularly our deepest condolences go to the family of Punjab 
Superintendent of Police (Detective) Baljeet Singh who died in 
the cause of the nation in battle with terrorists in Gurdaspur  and 
we are confident that their sacrifice will not be vain. Monday, 
27th July, 2015

‘MAnn KI BAAt’
Spokesperson Shri Anand Sharma: He said that the stalemate 
in the Parliament is because of the obduracy and arrogance of 
Prime Minister and his Government. Opposition is doing its duty 
in raising issues which are in public domain. Parliament has a 
responsibility to ensure the accountability of the Government 
- the Prime Minister and his Ministers. Prime Minister is the 
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leader of his Council of Ministers; he speaks on every subject 
under the sun. The country is waiting to hear his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ 
or what happened between him and Nawaz Sharif at Ufa. He has 
not spoken. We are left only to hear the Pakistani version of what 
was discussed and what was committed. This country has to be 
taken into confidence. Prime Minister cannot brazen it out by 
remaining silent.

We have strong objection to what is happening. We have serious 
concerns to share. Therefore, the debate must be comprehensive, 
inclusive and it has to be replied to by the Prime Minister 
because his Home Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister and 
other Ministers do not accompany him, because he is his own 
person and that is his choice. Only he knows and his NSA. NSA 
cannot respond to Parliament what was discussed between him 
and Nawaz Sharif and we are demanding once again. There will 
be a debate which they are seeking to avoid and that debate will 
be inclusive, comprehensive so that the country can be reassured 
about India’s resolve to comprehensively fight this menace of 
terror. We hope over the week-end some wisdom will don. The 
House did not function for the last three days because of the last 
rites of late President Shri Abdul Kalam. Today was the only day 
because Rajya Sabha on Monday was adjourned not because of 
opposition but because of the death of a sitting Member. We have, 
Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, the Leader of Opposition and myself, 
asked the Government and formally conveyed that if you have a 
tangible proposition and response so that the Houses can resume 
business. You convey to us. It is an unfortunate and unprecedented 
situation that collectively the opposition leaders are telling the 
Government to break silence & respond and it is Government’s 
arrogance and its obduracy which is squarely responsible for this 
present stalemate. We leave it to the Prime Minister. We are urging 
the PM Shri Narendra Modi to break his silence, respond, act and 
let the Parliament function. Friday, 31st July, 2015

HOODWInKInG tHe tRutH
Spokesperson: Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala: He said that Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan rejected the demand for a Supreme Court 
monitored enquiry by saying that the High Court is investigating 
the matter. With all responsibility, I want to say that Shri Shiv 
Raj Singh Chauhan is telling a lie. Shri Shiv Raj Singh Chauhan 
is misleading the nation. Shri Shiv Raj Singh Chauhan is again 
hoodwinking the truth. Till today, there is no order from Jabalpur 
Bench of Madhya Pradesh High Court qua investigation into 
these 45 or 46 mysterious deaths. If Modi ji and Shri Shiv Raj 

Singh Chauhan want, an investigation can be ordered monitored 
by a sitting Supreme Court Judge and with CBI acting as an SIT.

To a question that Shri Digvijaya Singh, General Secretary of the 
Congress Party has already moved the Hon’ble Supreme Court 
in this regard, Shri Surjewaal said Shri Digvijaya Singh has gone 
to the Hon’ble Supreme Court as a spirited citizen of India as 
also a spirited citizen of Madhya Pradesh. To ensure that truth 
and justice prevails in VYAPAM scam, however, may I again 
clarify that Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh is hoodwinking 
the people and telling lies because Jabalpur Bench of Madhya 
Pradehs High Court has never ordered any investigation into 
the 45 or 46 mysterious deaths that have been place of people 
connected with VYAPAM.

Secondly, Shri Surjewala said nothing prevents the Madhya 
Pradesh Government from requesting the Supreme Court for 
a Supreme Court monitored enquiry through CBI. If anything 
prevents him, we challenge him to prove otherwise.

Thirdly, Shri Surjewala said the deafening silence of the Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi on the issue, refusal by the CM to 
listen to the demand raised by their own Finance Minister and 
Home Minister are further intriguing and proves double-speak 
on the part of BJP. 

Fourthly, the Hon’ble Judge  STF Chief  has himself said that the 
life of officials of STF is in danger. When their own life is in danger, 
how are they expected to investigate murder of others who have 
been killed mysteriously?

To a further question that the BJP in their Press Conference 
today are saying that the Congress Party is playing politics on the 
deaths, Shri Surjewala said I will only request Madhya Pradesh 
Government, Spokesperson to be a little more humane than their 
Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan and their Minister and 
Shri Kailash Vijayvargia. You cannot turn a blind eye to justice; 
you cannot turn a blind eye to the truth. If Shri Narottam Mishra 
or Shri Shiv Raj Singh Chauhan and Shri Vijayvargia want to know 
the truth, they should go and visit family of Akshay, speak to his 
sister because we did and know what the truth is but we did not 
want to politicize the issue. They should go and meet Shri Arun 
Sharma’s family who was burnt alive and they should go and meet 
each one of the 46 victims’ family to know the truth because the 
truth is that all of them have lost their lives in one way or the other 
and were connected to VYAPAM. Monday, 06th July, 2015. v


