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Bihar is currently going through a phase to elect a new state government. There are two major dispensations 
that are competing for formation of a government besides some smaller groups and parties. The NDA led by 

the BJP is projecting the Prime Minister as the savior of the Biharis whereas Sh. Nitish Kumar the leader of JDU 
leads the Mahagathbhandan. The RJD and the Congress are its other alliance partners. When the election began 
the agenda put forward by both groups was of Development. But having failed to impress the nation with their 

performance over the last 16 Months the BJP changed its track and went back to its usual strategy to create a communal divide. 
The incident at Dadri in UP was to serve a purpose in Bihar since it became a cause of debate all over the country and issues like 
‘Gau Hatya’ and other such incidences became the most discussed issues in election. The performance of Nitish Government is 
there to see by people of Bihar who have actually benefited from the work done by him,  as against the ‘Jumlas’ and tall promises 
of the PM Modi and his trusted lieutenant Sh. Amit Shah. They can promise anything since they know that they have no intention 
to fulfill their promises. In any case neither of them is actually ever going to lead Bihar. Their limited objective is to get more seats 
to increase their numbers in the upper house of parliament. Bihar is a land of knowledge and hardy people. It was the original 
seat of spread of knowledge in the region and boasted of university like Nalanda. The people of Bihar are wise and Shri Modi’s 
tall promises and dramatic speeches can only impress a small population who are anyway inclined towards his kind of politics. 
The results are going to be an eye-opener for NDA since the Mahagathbandhan is set to sweep the polls. Once again there will be 
a secular democratic government in Bihar and Bihar will go towards the path of progress.

There has been an unprecedented price rise of edible commodities. The Arhar Dal that has been the staple food for the vast 
multitudes of the poor has gone out of reach even of the well off. It is not only the cost of onions which now cannot be used by 
many households almost every commodity price is skyrocketing. This is despite the bonanza of the crude prices having been 
reduced to one third from UPA time. Instead of concentrating on ensuring the control; on rising prices the PM is too busy 
earning brownie points with the Indian diaspora in other countries and that seems to be the center of his self-effacing policy.

The claims of minimum Government and maximum governance have started getting exposed in the current Government. Many 
vital positions in important places are being kept vacant searching for favorites. The laid down rules are not being followed and 
the procedure is being totally overruled for their crony capitalists. In the power sector where the two capitalist cronies of the PM 
are deeply involved, the post of CMD-NTPC is being planned to be given to a favorite without going through the PESB procedure 
and giving opportunity to technocrats in the organization. An IAS officer is said to be preferred for this post. A large number of 
Universities are headless; the problems of the IIFT are now in full public domain. Never before has there been a government that 
wishes to rule in such a sweeping manner. The aftermath of their rule will lead to a demoralized bureaucracy, public sector and 
the common man. In 16 months the NDA should have come to grips with the realities and the honeymoon period is over. How 
much more time will they keep on blaming Congress for their failures. Where are the ‘Acche Din’ Modi ji’? Many are now saying 
please bring back the not so acche din.

There seems to be no end to atrocities on the poor and the backwards ever since the BJP has formed a Government.  Congress 
Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi visited the family of the two Dalit children who were burnt alive at Ballabgarh, Faridabad in 
Haryana. "This is an attitude shared by the Prime Minister, the Chief Minister, the BJP and the RSS - if somebody is weak, they 
can be crushed. What you are seeing is the result of this attitude," Rahul ji said after meeting the family at the Sonped village. 
"This government is not for the poor"

 On 2nd October 2015 we celebrated the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi the father of the nation. The relevance of the 
Mahatma has never been felt the world over as it is being felt now. His lesson of peace and brotherhood is the need of the hour in 
all the troubled hot spots across the world. And even though the present Government in our country swears by Gandhi ji, they 
do not practice his ideals of coexistence. A befitting tribute to the Mahatma would be if the ruling party stops its fringe from 
fanning communal violence.

Also on 2nd October we celebrate the 111th birth anniversary of our late Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri. Though a person of 
diminutive stature he took tall and strong decisions during his brief tenure.  We remember him for his slogan Jai jawan Jai kisan.

 On 31st October 1984 we lost our great leader Smt. Indira Gandhi to the bullets of an assassin. Smt. Gandhi was a bold pro-poor 
leader who wanted to insure equitable distribution of wealth. For this she abolished Privy purses and nationalized banks. This 
ensured that all entrepreneurs got an opportunity to carry out their business with banking support. The nation lost a great leader 
with the martyrdom of Smt. Indira Gandhi. We in the Congress remember her with reverence and affection. v
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Literary Luminaires in scores from across the length and breadth of the 
country have risen in unison to lodge their protest against an intolerant and 

divisive government.  They are not street fighters so they have chosen a method 
of lodging their protest in a unique way by returning the award that was given 
to them for their literary excellence. The manner in which the voice of dissent 
is being silenced and not stopping even in innocent killings of people whose 
thoughts do not conform to the thinking of the ruling party and its ideologue the 
RSS is unsurpassed in the annuls of independent India.

 Instead of getting to the root of the problem and eradicating such intolerance the 
ruling party is busy tracing the ideological affiliations of the writers. Those who 
boasted of a Congress Mukt Bharat are now worried that this may be the support 
amongst the literary class that is strongly behind the principles of secularism 
and fair play.  In response the leaders of the ruling class are even threatening the 
writers to dare stop writing.

  The BJP meanwhile continues its blow hot blow cold policies. They are 
encouraging the intolerant trouble-makers by not stopping them as they 
spread their venom of intolerance. Even the vague references made for public 
appearances are only lip service since this is followed by even more vituperous 
remarks by their chosen representatives.

 The Prime Minister was woken up from his slumber when once again a no less 
person than the President of India reminded him of his Raj Dharma.  He then 
also did not offer any real apology and only served platitudes by eulogizing the 
need to live together of all communities.

 People who take to streets with a candle march are not there for political motives 
but to wake up from slumber the authorities to fight against extreme atrocities. 
The BJP point of view, why the writers did not adopt this kind of protests before?  
Perhaps it is because there never has been such a divisive intolerant government 
in the country ever before.

 This is a wakeup call for the nation which is known for its tolerance to coexist.
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Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi  
addresses Election Rallies in Bihar

NEW DELHI:  Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
addressed election rallies in Bihar state on 3rd October, 2015.
Smt. Sonia Gandhi's rallies at Kahalgaon in Bhagalpur and 
Wazirganj in Gaya, the first set of Congress rallies since the five-
phased elections were declared.
Smt. Gandhi addressed the first rally at Kahalgaon near 
Bhagalpur. Polling here will be done in the first phase on 
October 12.
After Bhagalpur Smt. Sonia Gandhi fly to Wazirganj near Gaya 
where polling will be held in the second phase on October 16.

BHAGALPUR:Congress President Sonia Gandhi lashed out 
at Prime Narendra Modi for making it a habit to 'always stay 
abroad.'

Addressing her first election meeting on 3rd October, 2015 
after the announcement of the election schedule, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi appealed to the people to reject those playing divisive 
politics and making false promises

Congress President hit out at the Prime Minister for spending 
less time in the country.

She said you all are aware with the governance of the Modi 
government during last 17 months. This government’s anti-
people measures have resulted adversely affecting Bhagalpur 

and its adjoining areas where employment opportunities of 
thousands of farmers, labourers and weavers are badly affected.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi further said we can’t 
expect anything from this government. Every citizen of 
our country is facing hardships except a few industrialists. 
Have the prices of essential commodities not risen? Has the 
unemployment not increased despite promises of jobs to the 
youth? My dear sisters form half of our population. Have the 
schemes meant for their welfare not curtailed? Are farmers 
getting the right prices for their crops? Are small traders not 
incurring losses due to ill-conceived policies? Has the number 
of communal riots not increased?

She said that PM Modi has only misled the people of Bihar and 
the state elections will give new direction to the country.

Talking about 2014 general elections when BJP lost the 
Bhagalpur seat, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that the people have 
shown faith in secularism.

A report
Bihar Assembly Elections 

PM an Expert at Packaging, 
Repackaging: Sonia Gandhi 
says in Bihar's Bhagalpur
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Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi said once again, 
Narendra Modi is trying to mislead the people of Bihar in his 
election-campaigns. He has announced a special package for 
Bihar which is less a reality and more a deception. The package 
for Bihar is worth Rs. 1.25 lakh crore. But the truth is that he 
has presented this package adding all old schemes and projects 
in which there is contribution of the state also. He is very deft 
in packaging and repackaging.You all are aware what he thinks 
about the people of Bihar. He questioned your pride. Perhaps 
he doesn’t know that you all understand his political gimmick 
very well.  Smt. Sonia Gandhi said.

On development Congress President said wherever goes the 
Prime Minister, he talks about Team India; Sabka saath, Sabka 
Vikas. But the reality is that the differentiates opposition 
ruled states and its CMs. Are the people of states governed by 
opposition parties not citizens of India? There are numerous 
serious problems in Bihar and other opposition ruled states. 
He can’t escape from this responsibility she said.

“This government at the Centre plays anti-poor policies which 
has affected thousands of farmers and weavers of Bihar … we 
cannot rely on the false and fake promises made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi,” she said.

At a rally in Bhagalpur's Kahalgaon, Smt. Gandhi said, "Prime 
Minister ji is an expert in packaging and repackaging."

Referring to PM Modi’s Bihar package of Rs. 1.25 lakh crore, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi dubbed him as an expert in “packaging and 
repackaging”. “Prime Minister Narendra Modi, an expert in 
packaging and repackaging, has done nothing but just repeated 
the old schemes of the previous government and presented as 
a package … he is trying to fool the common people, mislead 
the poor people,” she said. “But he doesn’t know that you 
all know it very well. Hasn’t unemployment increased, have 
budget cuts not been made on welfare measures for women, 
are the farmers getting fair price for their produce? Except a 
few corporate houses no one has benefited from the policies of 
the Modi government,” she alleged. “But our UPA government 
has fulfilled most of the promises it made.

For any sort of development, peace and harmony is essential. 

Indian National Congress in alliance with Lalooji’s RJD and 
Sharad Yadavji’s JDU is duty-bound for the development of 
Bihar.

In the end Smt. Sonia Gandhi appealed, I humbly want to say 
you to make the candidates of our gathbandhan victorious 
and to defeat those who want to divide society, make false 
promises, give a blow to Bihar’s pride and deceive the people 
of Bihar in the name of package.

Congress President Sonia Gandhi 
Accuses PM Modi of 'Low-Level Politics' 

on Foreign Soil
WAZiRGAnJ, GAyA:  Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi for "lowering" the 
dignity of his office by criticising his political opponents on 
foreign soil. He said that it reflected his "narrow mindedness" 
and "low-level politics".

"No other Prime Minister has ever criticized and sullied the 
image of his political rivals on foreign soil. But Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has done so, showing his narrow mindedness 
and low-level politics. When he does not bother about the 
dignity of Bihar or the nation, will he be concerned about your 
dignity," Congress President asked.

On moral values She said PM Modi speaks of social justice 
but has given his cabinet-ministers full freedom to utter 
such things which offend people’s sentiments and which 
ultimately disadvantages to our society and the nation. The 
Prime Minister talks of high moral values in ‘Mann Ki Baat’ 
but doesn’t think it proper to criticize such sort of dangerous 
statements.

Addressing an election rally in Bihar's Wazirganj, she 
questioned PM Modi's intention on delivering on the election 
promises he had made and blamed the "wrong" policies of his 
government for "breaking the back of the poor".

Connecting to herself with people’s issues Congress President 
said, this government came to power on hollow promises. 
During election-campaigns, numerous promises were made 
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like to provide corruption-free government, to bring back 
black-money, to give 50% profit to farmers, to provide jobs 
to the youth, minimum government, maximum governance 
etc. But what happened? I want to ask you whether any of the 
promises was fulfilled. On the contrary, the common man is 
being burdened more and more.

She further said every citizen is feeling the brunt of price-rise 
especially our sisters who have to manage their households. 
What happened to the promise of bringing down the prices 
of essential commodities? “Bahut hua mehgai ki maar; wah 
re Modi sarkaar”(So much bearing due to price-rise; what a 
Modi government). The government owns the responsibility 
to provide basic facilities to all, but even this responsibility is 
being handed over to businessmen of private sector.

She questioned the Modi government promise on Black Money 
"Will those who have set aside all their previous promises, 
fulfill the fresh ones they are making now. No. They will not 
fulfill them at all. For us, making promises is not a poll 'jumla' 
(phrase)," she said, referring to BJP Chief Amit Shah's remarks 
on PM Modi's promise on black money.

Today the situation is grim. From bank officials to factory 
labourers, all are compelled to go for agitations. Not only 
this, Modiji wants to implement such law which will make 
workmen more prone to exploitation. She said. 

On providing relief to the Magadh region, Congress President 
said as soon as the Modi government came to power, the prices 
of life-saving drugs started to rise. Encephalitis is a serious 
problem in Magadh region. PM has promised he will check 
this menace. In his election-campaigns, he is still promising 
to provide you health benefits. What a falsehood is it? He has 
curtailed heavily in the budget allocation for health. Not only 
this, in the welfare schemes meant for our sisters and children, 
there is huge curtailment in budgetary provisions.

Magadh region is famous for pulse-crops. I want to know; are 
farmers getting the benefits of sky-high prices of pulses? The 
Modi government is providing subsidy on imported pulses 
and also importing wheat on a large scale. Who are being 
benefitted from all these things? Only brokers and middlemen.

"Pulses have become so expensive that 
common people cannot buy it. Magadh 
region is known for pulse production. 
I want to know whether farmers 
producing pulses are getting any benefit. 
No, farmers are getting nothing.

"Modi government is giving subsidy on 
imported pulses. Wheat is also imported 
in large quantity. Did farmers benefit 
from it? The benefit has gone to the 
middlemen or their own people," she 
said.

The Congress President criticized a 

number of schemes launched by the NDA government like 
Jan Dhan Yojna. Attacking the Prime Minister for his pitch on 
Jan Dhan Yojna, she asked whether the account holders got Rs 
5,000, as promised by PM Modi, when they opened their bank 
accounts under the scheme.

"Did you get the money? How many of you have got it? 
Nobody has got it. What happened to his promise?" she asked 
the crowd.

Accusing the NDA government of not passing on the 
benefits of falling oil prices to the common man, she said the 
UPA dispensation kept the oil prices low despite the rise in 
international prices of crude oil.

"You are battling all sorts of problems in daily life for which 
Modi government is directly responsible. What actions he 
took to redress your grievances. Why no attention was paid to 
the problems of our weaver brothers," she said.

She also accused the government of slashing budgetary 
allocations for a number of social security schemes.

Raising the reservation issue, Congress President said, “There 
is a match fixing going on between Nagpur (RSS headquarters) 
and the BJP on the issue of reservation, but the Congress is 
committed to the constitutional rights of reservation for the 
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and Backward Class 
people and will remain so.”

She also said that development is not a mere slogan for us but a 
devotion of sixty years. A party which fought freedom-struggle, 
gave sacrifices, got independence and constructed modern 
India; history can’t omit its sacrifices and contributions.

Praising Nitish Kumar as a good Chief Minister, she appealed 
to the people to vote for him as “he is the CM candidate of 
our alliance”. She mocked at Mr. Modi’s slogan of Sabka saath, 
sabka vikas and the NDA alliance saying, “Kahinkaeent, 
kahinkaroda, Bhanumati ne kunbajoda (bricks and stones 
from here and there, Bhanumati [they] make their castle).”

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi appealed to the people 
to “choose whether they are with the secular forces or with 
those who divide the country”.
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Congress President hits out at BJP govt. 
for growing intolerance

BUXAR/cHAPPRA (BiHAR): Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi on 17th October, 2015 blamed the Modi government 
for the growing intolerance to intellectuals and intensifying 
communal tensions in the country. 

At her election rally in Bihar for the third phase of elections 
from at Buxar which shares its boundary with Uttar Pradesh. 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi touched various 
issues- right from her party's stand against GST Bill, Centre's 
failure to check price rise, youths losing jobs in Gujarat-based 
diamond industry, contribution of Congress in strengthening 
the democracy in the country, need to protect national interest 
and secular values. 

“Ever since Narendra Modi came to power, the intellectuals 
are being harassed and an effort has been made to stoke 
communal tensions through rumours. The BJP is trying to 
enforce its own ideology on people. It is shameful,” she said at 
election meetings at Buxar and Chappra. Her comment refers 
to the recent lynching of a man at Dadri in Uttar Pradesh and 
writers returning their prestigious Sahitya Academy awards.

“Modiji, Hindu aur Musalmaan apas main ladte nahi, balk 
iunko ladvaya jata hai… kyunki agar communal jhagde band 
ho gaye toh kuch logo ki dukaandari band ho jayegi, aur yeh 
BJP se behtar kaun janta hai? (Shri Modi, Hindus and Muslims 
don’t clash with each other but they are being pushed to do 
it … If communal clashes are being stopped, many people’s 
business will be closed, and who knows this better than the 
BJP?),” she said.

She said the Congress would not allow the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) Bill to go through the Rajya Sabha as it was against 
the welfare of the people. “The UPA government wanted the 
GST law for the development of industry, but we are opposing 
it now for the welfare of the people,” she said.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi targeted PM Narendra Modi on his alleged 
failure to fulfill his promise to his voters in his own Varanasi 
parliamentary Constituency. "Whenever Modiji comes, he 

talks about 24- hour availability of power in Bihar. He has 
so far not fulfilled his promise for making available 24-hour 
electricity supply in his own parliamentary constituency. Will 
he fulfill the same promise which he made to you?" Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi questioned. When the crowd 
yelled “no”, she said: “It is high time he understood the pain 
of the people.” “Shri Modi speaks much but delivers little, said 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

The government is silent when pulse prices are rising, farmers 
are committing suicide and unemployment among the youth 
is rising, Congress President said.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi countered, PM Modi's 
allegations regarding no achievement of Congress party's or 
had done little in the past 60 years of its regime, Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said: "Desh Mein Loktantra Ko 
Majboot Kiya Jiski Wajah se Aap Pradhan Mantri Bane (It is the 
Congress which strengthened democracy in this country and it 
helped you becoming Prime Minister," She remarked. “When 
we got freedom, we had nothing” She termed the sixty years 
of rule as phase of "Krantikari Uplabdhiyan" (Revolutionary 
achievements) in the field of education, health, agriculture and 
industry. 

We maintained the unity and integrity of the country and 
strengthened democracy.” v

BiHAR AssemBLy eLections



Congress sandesh   |  10  |   oCtober 2015

Begusarai/sheikhpura/Rohtas:  Mounting a fresh offensive 
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Rahul Gandhi  alleged 
he was more concerned about presentation of his foreign visits 
and his clothes and took a dig, saying he was seen in “16 
dresses” during his recent US visit.

Reviving his “Suit boot ki Sarkar” barb against the Modi 
government, Gandhi alleged that the Prime Minister was 
not bothered about the plight of farmers or the poor in 
India.”During his recent US visit, Modi was seen in 16 dresses 
on different occasions,” said the Congress Vice President 
during the elections rally in Bihar on 7th October, 2015 said.  
Modi was in the US from 24th to 28th September. Taking a 
swipe at Modi’s dresses, he said the Prime Minister is always 
seen in clothes of different colours and surrounded by bigwigs 
unlike Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, who wears white 
at all times and “comfortably mingles with people of all hues.”

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said that Modi is 

always going on world tours, but he had not seen him standing 
even once with a farmer or an unemployed youth in India. 
“Has anyone among you seen photos of the Prime Minister 
mingling with the farmers and labourers in torn clothes?” he 
asked, adding that Modi has never done it as he thinks that the 
poor people don’t have wisdom.

Shri Rahul Gandhi was addressing a series of election rallies in 
Begusarai and Sheikhpura districts in poll-bound Bihar. He hit 
out at the Prime Minister for being surrounded by corporate 
bigwigs and bureaucrats in ‘suit boot’ and never been seen 
with farmers and labourers. “Modi is not at all concerned with 
problems of farmers and labourers as he remains surrounded 
by corporate honchos and bureaucrats in suit boot and listens 
to these people as if only they are knowledgeable,” he said.

The Congress leader also attacked Modi on his promise to bring 
back black-money stashed abroad and deposit Rs 15 to 20 lakh 
in the bank accounts of every individual. Gandhi said that he 

MODI MORE 
COnCERnED ABOuT 
fOREIgn vIsITs AnD 

DREssEs, sAys RAhuL 
gAnDhI AT BIhAR 

RALLy

BiHAR AssemBLy eLections

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed Election Rallies in Begusarai, Sheikhpura and 
Rohtas districts of Bihar
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was yet to meet a poor person who has 
received the promised money during 16 
months of the NDA government.

“A year ago, Narendra Modiji won 
the elections and you all are aware of 
the promises he made. He had made 
several promises, including of bringing 
back black money and depositing Rs 
15 lakh in every Indian’s bank account, 
employment for youth, hiking minimum 
support prices for the farmer’s produce. 
“Please tell me, is there any one person 
out here who has Rs 15 lakh in his 
account?... he has not fulfilled even one 
promise,” Congress leader Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said.

Modi has all along only supported his corporate “friends,” Shri 
Rahul Gandhi alleged. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi also questioned Modi government’s 
intentions on granting special status to Bihar.

“It’s been over a year since the BJP came in power. If they really 
wanted to give Bihar a special status, what’s taking so long,” 
Shri Rahul Gandhi asked.

Taking a jibe at the Prime Minister over his frequent foreign 
tours, Shri Gandhi said that Modi is always going on world 
tours, but he had not seen him standing even once with a 
farmer or an unemployed youth. 

BiHAR AssemBLy eLections

Shri Rahul Gandhi said the PM did not want to listen to what 
people had to say to him: “His Mann ki Baat he is telling you 
what he wants to say.” He went on to say that the PM had not 
kept his promises when it came to jobs, prices and irrigation.

Expressing confidence about the Grand Alliance of JD (U), 
RJD and Congress winning the upcoming Bihar polls led by 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Gandhi said, “We will be with 
you, be seen with you and fight with you.” 

The Congress vice president praised Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar’s policies: “We will not stop here. We will defeat the 
NDA, the BJP in Delhi.” He alleged the BJP thrived on conflict: 
“Whenever an election happens, it wants to have a riot.” v
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VP's KARnAtAKA Visit

mAnDyA, KARnAtAKA:    Attacking Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the BJP amid politics over the mob killing 
of a Muslim man in Dadri over beef rumours, Congress Vice 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi said: “The BJP and the Prime 
Minister have a strategy of polarising this country. They have 
a strategy of making Hindus and Muslims fight against each 
other.”

Speaking to the media-persons during his visit, the Congress 
Vice President said: “You can see that in every election, 
polarisation is taking place, riots are taking place. BJP people  
are involved in the Dadri incident.”

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s comments come a day after PM Modi, 
accused of keeping silent on the Dadri killing, commented on 
Dadri incident.

Dismissing the Prime Minister’s pitch for communal harmony, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said: “It is nice for the Prime Minister to 
make such comments. But the Prime Minister has a history 
and the Prime Minister has a party that is behaving in a 
completely  different way which he doesn’t seem to want to 
stop.”

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi was on a two-day 
visit of the Congress-ruled state, during which he will meet 
farmers affected by drought and other factors. He accused the 

Centre of neglecting farmers’ interests.

“The central government does not think that agriculture or 
the farmer is important. Whether it is the issue of Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) or crops being destroyed by bad weather, 
the government does not seem to have a strategy. It does not 
give priority to farmers,” he said.

Saying that farmers were committing suicide in large numbers, 
the Congress leader said the Centre must act.

“The Prime Minister has to take a look at it and help the 
farmers of the country,” he said, pointing out that his party’s 
government had given a loan waiver of Rs. 70,000 crore to the 
farmers.

Shri Rahul Gandhi will go on a ‘padyatra’ or foot-march on 
10th October, 2015 and interact with farmers, students and 
women workers in Haveri district.

Targeting the Centre on the state of farmers, he said, “The sad 
part is that the support which the central government should 
give to the state is missing. The state has made demands which 
the central government is not taking seriously. The central 
government does not think that agriculture or farmer is 
important. This is very unfortunate.”

Claiming that when UPA was in power, it did not view farmers 

rahul Gandhi on two-day visit to Karnataka

PM MODI, BJP hAvE sTRATEgy TO POLARIsE COunTRy: 
RAhuL gAnDhI

AICC Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi arrived in Karnataka on 9th October, 2015 for a two-day State visit.
Shri Rahul Gandhi arrived at the Kempe Gowda International Airport and left for Mandya for interaction with debt-ridden 

farmers of the district. The district has recorded the highest number of suicides in the State.
The Congress Vice President addressed the newly-elected gram panchayat members on the Bengaluru palace ground.

Later in the evening, Shri Rahul Gandhi  attended  a Congress Party’ Executive Committee meeting and held consultations  
with senior leaders of the party, including Chief Minister Shri Siddaramaiah and Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee 

President Shri  G. Parameshwara.
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“as Karnataka, Bihar or Jharkhand farmers”, he alleged, “The 
BJP government views different states differently. If the state is 
controlled by them, they have a different idea, if not, they have 
a different idea. It is very sad. The people who are suffering are 
all Indian people. The issue is how sensitive you are to farmers.”

Shri Rahul Gandhi also took a swipe at PM Modi’s foreign 
visits. “Our PM goes everywhere, he goes to US may he 
should spend some time with the farmers of this country and 
Karnataka,” he said.

Suicides No Solution, Rahul Gandhi Tells 
Karnataka’s Drought-Hit Farmers
Rahul Gandhi’s drive in Mandya and Haveri districts comes 
amid a spurt in farmers suicides in Karnataka.

HAVeRi:    Launching a walk in Karnataka’s drought-struck 
countryside, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
10th October, 2015 urged farmers not to commit suicide and 
said it was not a solution to their problems.

On the second day of his tour of Karnataka to meet families of 
farmers who had committed suicide, the AICC Vice-President 
reached Panakanahalli, met family members of the deceased 
farmer Mahesh.   

In Sanabada Koppalu in Pandavapura taluk. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
visited residence of farmer Lokesh, who committed suicide by 
consuming poison recently. Shri Rahul Gandhi consoled the 

farmer’s wife and family members, and assured them that the 
State government would come to their aid

Later, Shri Rahul Gandhi started about a seven-kilometer-long 
‘padayatra’ from Maidur village in Haveri district of north 
Karnataka.

On the first stop of his walk, the Congress leader interacted 
with school students in Maidur. Asked how he would solve the 
farmers’ problems if he became the Prime Minister, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said the country should be run by the citizens and they 
should be empowered to solve their problems.

He also met the farmers in Rannebennur, where they raised 
concerns over the Kalasa-Banduri water sharing dispute 
between Goa, Karnataka and Maharashtra. About 50 farmers 
from Nargund and Navalgund and Hubli-Dharwad were 
present.

The farmers urged Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
to helping to resolving the matter.

The Kalasa-Banduri Nala project, to utilise water from the 
inter-state Mahadayi river, is being undertaken by Karnataka 
to improve drinking water supply to the twin cities of Huballi-
Dharwad and the districts of Belagavi and Gadag, over which 
Goa has reservations.

Protests are on by several organizations and farmers across 
districts of North Karnataka demanding implementation of 
Kalasa-Banduri project.

Karnataka Chief Minister Shri Siddaramaiah, AICC General 
Secretary Incharge Shri Digvijaya Singh, and State Congress 
President Shri G. Parameshwara were accompanying Congress 
Vice President on his visit to meet farmers.

The Congress drive in Mandya and Haveri districts comes 
amid a spurt in farmers’ suicides in Karnataka with 541 
farmers killing themselves in the last six months.

PM Modi Weakening Farmers to Get 
Their Lands, Says Rahul Gandhi in 

Karnataka
Congress vice-president during a rally in Haveri 
district in Karnataka.
HAVeRi, KARnAtAKA:    In a fierce attack on Narendra 
Modi, Congress leader Shri Rahul Gandhi on 10th October 
2015 alleged that in a bid to help his industrialist friends he 
was weakening the “crying” farmers of the country so that 
they become labourers and their lands could be acquired 
effortlessly.

Addressing a rally in Karnataka’s Haveri district, Rahul alleged 
that PM Modi had no time for “crying” farmers and labourers 
and he only wanted to help three or four of his big business 
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friends who are eyeing farmers’ land.

“The truth is Narendra Modi has three or four big Industrialist/
Business friends, they want your land. They are aware that the 
land that today costs one or two lakh rupees, after eight or ten 
years will cost crores of rupees, and they in one or the other 
way want to acquire your land. We may be 40 to 45 (MPs) in 
Parliament but Indian farmers and labourers are with us. These 
people are still not aware of the strength of our farmers,” Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said.

During the rally which was a part of Shri Rahul Gandhi’s 7-km 
long padayatra in Haveri, he alleged that the farmers were 
being weakened in several ways.

“If they can’t do it their way, they want to acquire your land by 
weakening farmers. Narendra Modi wants your land, whose 
price will increase. So for this, he will not increase MSP, he 
will not waive off your loan and won’t help you. He wants 
Indian farmer to get weakened. They want farmers to become 
labourers and farmer’s land should go into the hands of those 
few people. Congress will not allow this to happen,” Congress 
Vice President said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi concluded his two-day visit to Karnataka 
on 10th October, 2015, during which he consoled the families 
of farmers who committed suicide in Mandya and Haveri 
districts. Both the districts reported most of agrarian crisis-
driven suicides in the state.

“Today, in the entire country, farmers and labourers are crying. 
BJP government is in power at the centre, but farmers and 
labourers feel that it is not their government, it is someone 
else’s government,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi

Giving assistance to distressed farmers, Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah has also announced waiver of interest 
and penal interest on crop loans from cooperative banks for 
the current fiscal. He also announced hike in compensation 
from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 5 lakh for families of farmers who had 
committed suicide.

“Farmers are crying, labourers are crying, poor men are 
crying, but the Prime Minister is touring the world. His aircraft 
sometimes lands in America, sometimes in China, sometimes 
in England, it lands in different countries and Modiji comes 
out, holds meetings and comes back,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

He said Modi takes photos with big industry leaders, shakes 

hand with them, makes “big speeches” on ‘Make In India’ and 
‘Swachh Bharat’ but in the last one year “I haven’t seen even a 
single photo of Prime Minister with a farmer together.”

The Congress leader alleged that the prime minister had no 
time for farmers with dirty clothes. “Narendra Modi does not 
take photo with those with dirty clothes and those with blisters 
on their hands because he doesn’t meet them. Now that I have 
said this, a photo of him with farmers, poor and labourers may 
surface in a couple of days.” “BJP leaders say Prime Minister 
meets poor people, but as farmers don’t have money Narendra 
Modi doesn’t have time for them. Modi doesn’t have time for 
labourers as they too don’t have money,” He said.

Congress Vice President said, “He goes out and talks to people 
and within the country he tells people his ‘Man ki Baat’, but 
when will the Prime Minister listen to ‘Man ki Baat’ of farmers 
and labourers?” If he listens or not, Congress will always stand 
for Indian farmers and labourers.”

The UPA government had waived about Rs 70,000 crore  
farmers loan and increased minimum support price for crops 
and announced packages for crop loss, he said.

“For us, we don’t have any caste, religious or linguistic 
differences among farmers, labourers and poor. For us all of 
them belong to this country.” For BJP, Karnataka farmer is not 
farmer of Hindustan. They will not feel any difference if the 
farmer of Karnataka is in trouble or dying.”

Reminding about the land bill introduced by UPA government 
that was in the interests of farmers as it required their consent 
before acquiring land, he accused BJP and Modi of supporting 
the legislation first and then trying to change it after coming 
to power.

He said that the BJP tried to enforce its land bill which was 
against the interest of farmers through ordinance thrice and 
the Congress opposed it in the Parliament.

“After realising that they won’t succeed, in his ‘Man ki Baat’, 
Modi said he will not take land, but they have asked BJP-ruled 
state governments to pass it in their states and acquire land.”

Congress Vice President has said that we need industries and 
employment, but there is no shortage of land and there is 
enough land with the government, “but they want your land 
and this is their conspiracy to take away your land.” v
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Background

The first International Day for Rural Women was observed 
on October 15, 2008. This day recognizes the role of 
rural women, including indigenous women, in enhancing 
agricultural and rural development, improving food 
security and eradicating rural poverty.

The idea of honouring rural women with 
a special day was put forward at the Fourth 
World Conference on Women in Beijing, 
China, in 1995. It was suggested that October 
15 be celebrated as “World Rural Women’s 
Day,” which is the eve of  World 
Food Day, to highlight rural 
women’s role in food production 
and food security. “World Rural 
Women’s Day” was previously 
celebrated across the world for 
more than a decade before it was 
officially a UN observance.

In a message, the Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said “On the occasion of 
International Day for Rural 
Women, I urge fellow Indians 
to recognize and acknowledge 
the immeasurable contribution 
of women in rural communities 
across the nation.

The role of women in supporting the rural economy has 
often been under appreciated and under estimated. They 
constitute the foundation of rural society  they are farmers, 
fishers, herders and entrepreneurs; keepers of ethnic 
identities, traditional knowledge and sustainable practices; 
care givers, parents and guardians  yet they face some of the 
worst forms of marginalization and discrimination.

I wish to use this occasion also to highlight the plight of 
our women farmers who are the invisible backbone of our 
agriculture. Without their labour and hard work, agriculture 

in India would never be 
feasible.

Nonetheless, we also need to take cognizance about the 
vulnerability our women farmers face. Many of them 
remain landless and are victims of multiple forms of 
discrimination such as access to markets, credit, fair 

remuneration and women 
friendly farming equipments.

The UPA government took 
substantial initiatives to make 
women farmers a focal point 
of rural welfare policies and 
succession laws. The National 
Policy of Farmers 2007 and 
MNREGA have specific 
provisions for women. In 2013, 
the UPA government had 
introduced the Draft National 
Land Reforms Policy which 
calls for enhanced land rights 

for women. It is imperative that this policy is be bought 
to the public domain for discussion, deliberation and 
implementation.

Today, the woman farmer has been hit the hardest due to 
the present government’s complete neglect of agriculture. 
Budgetary cuts in MNREGA, women-centric programmes, 
healthcare, education, combined with low MSPs have put 
the well-being of women farmers in jeopardy.

The Congress Party remains committed to the welfare for 
rural women. We shall continue to champion for their 
rights and dignity and to work for their improvement”. v

InTERnATIOnAL DAy fOR RuRAL WOMEn

IndIanS to REcoGnIzE and acknowlEdGE 
thE IMMEaSuRaBlE contRIButIon of 
woMEn In RuRal coMMunItIES

the UPA government took substantial initiatives to 
make women farmers a focal point of rural welfare 
policies and succession laws.
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Rahul GandhI REMIndS PM ModI of 
PRoMISES MadE to andhRa PRadESh
neW DeLHi:  Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
has written to the Prime Minister Shri Modi asking him to 

grant the state “special category status.” 
to Andhra Pradesh

Special status, says Shri Gandhi in his 
letter, was a promise made by PM Modi’s 
predecessor Dr. Manmohan Singh 
for the downsized state after Andhra 
Pradesh was bifurcated to create new 
state of Telangana last year. PM Modi, 
he says, must honour that and other 

promises that the Congress-led UPA had made to the state 
through the Act that endorsed the division of the state.  The 
text of the letter as follows:-

“I am writing to you in connection with the implementation 
of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act, 2013.

During the process of reorganization, one of the major 
concerns of the people of Andhra Pradesh was the economic 
viability of their state. To address these concerns, the 
UPA government was careful to include a comprehensive 
development package for Andhra Pradesh within the Act 
itself. For further support, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
also announced Special Category Status to Andhra Pradesh 
on the floor of the Rajya Sabha on February 20, 2014. This 
announcement was later approved by the UPA cabinet and 
sent to the Planning Commission for implementation.

Over one year has elapsed since the NDA government has 
come to power, but many of the commitments made to the 
state  including Special Category Status  remain unfulfilled. 
I have been to Andhra Pradesh twice over the last year. 
Everywhere I went, I could sense the severe disappointment 
and pain the people were due to the Centre’s failure to 
honour its commitments. Today, the state is facing a huge 
revenue deficit and development initiatives are at a virtual 
standstill. Despite the obvious need for immediate aid, the 
Centre has still not acted to extend support.

Since you are visiting Andhra Pradesh to lay the foundation 
stone for its new capital Amaravathi, I would like to urgently 
request you to use this opportunity to grant Special Category 
Status and announce a time frame for the fulfillment of the 
commitments made in the Act." v

REnownEd ISlaMIc 
ScholaR Maulana 
SyEd nIzaMuddIn 
PaSSES away In Patna

neW DeLHi: Hazrat Maulana 
Syed Nizamuddin, the renowned 
Islamic Scholar and the General Secretary of All India 
Muslim Personal Law Board has passed away on 17th 
October, 2015. He was 89. Maulana was also Amir e Shariyat 

of Imarate Sharia, Bihar, Jharkhand and 
Odisha.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has condoled the passing away of 
Maulana Syed Nizamuddin. As the 
Ameer-e-Shariyat of the Imarat-e-
Shariah, Bihar, Jharkhand and Odisha, 
the Maulana worked tirelessly towards 
progressivism and inter faith harmony 

and his absence will be felt for a long time to come, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said.

Maulana Syed Nizamuddin was from an educated family. 
He received his primary education at the hands of his father 
at home. Afterwards he was admitted at Madarsa Imdadia, 
Darbhanga for one year in 1941. In 1942 he was sent to 
Darul Uloom, Deob and for higher education. He studied 
Hadith there up to 1947.

After completion of education, he adopted teaching and 
joined Madarasa Riyazul Uloom, Sathi District Champaran 
as its Principal and remained there for 12 years from 1949 
to 1962. He joined Madarsa Rasheedul Uloom at Chatra as 
its Principal and remained there for two years from 1963-
1964.

He was identified and chosen by Hazrat Ameer Shariat 
Maulana Syed Shah Minnatullah Rahmani for the work 
at Imarat-e-Shariah. Therefore, he joined the Imarat-e-
Shariah in 1965 as its Nazim (Administrator).

In 1991 he was unanimously elected as the General 
Secretary of the All India Muslim Personal Law Board.
He was elected as Ameer Shariat, Imarat-e-Shariah, Bihar-
Orissa and Jharkhand in the year 1998.

He was member of the Majlis-e-Shoora of Darul Uloom, 
Deoband, and Majlis-e-Muntzama, Darul Uloom Nadwatul 
Ulema, Lucknow. v
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With such a background 
of his spiritualism, 

idealism and anarchism in 
addition to that of Ahimsa 
as embedded in the Indian 
tradition, as carried over by 
Indian National Congress, 
it was not possible for 
Mahatma Gandhi to embrace 
the materialistic socialism 
of the west. Hence, as early 
as March 30, 1919 Gandhiji 
rejected Marxism and said: 
“Bolshevism is the necessary 
result of modern materialistic 
civilization, It’s insensate 
workshop of matter has given 
rise to a school which has 
been brought up to look upon 
materialistic advancement as 
the goal and which has lost all 
touch with the final things in 
Iife.”01 
He had firm conviction that socialism 
of west was either in the form of 
dictatorship or in the form of arm 
chair philosophy02 and that it could 
never suit the Indian soil. “The 
application of socialism,” he said,” to 
the Indian conditions in the melting 
pot. Socialism as a cult is well-known. 
Whether socialism of the undiluted 
type can govern Indian conditions for 
generations is a questlon.”03 When the 
Indian National Congress came under 
the influence of Gandhian thought, it 
adopted his socialism as guideline for 
the future. 

spirit not matter

Gandhiji did not agree with the Marxian 
analysis of history. According to Marx 
the basic principle is inert matter and 
not life or Atma. On the contrary, 
the basic tenet of Gandhiji’s faith was 
the existence of the spirit or Atma as 
distinguished from and superior to 
matter. The matter had its being in and 
by spirit, it had no separate existence 
Independent of spirit or Atma. “I don’t 
agree with the view”, said Gandhiji, 
“which denies the existence of any entity 
transcending the physical world. Its 
existence, however, cannot be proved 
through the evidence of the senses. It 
is self- evident. It can be realised only 

through the inner experience 
of man. In my view, the trend 
of human nature is essentially 
upward.”o4 He rejected the 
Marxian philosophy that 
matter brought changes in 
economic, social and political 
fields. On the contrary, he 
felt it was the spiritual law 
that “effects the economic, 
the social and the political 
fields.”05

spiritual interpretation of 
History
not materialistic 
interpretation
The materialistic 
interpretation of history 
which is one of the most 
important discoveries of 
Marx was outrightly rejected 
by Gandhiji. According to 

Marxian interpretation of history, “the 
ultimate cause of all social changes and 
political revolutions are to be sought, not 
in the minds of men, in their increasing 
insight to external truth and justice, but 
to changes in mode of production and 
exchange; they are to be sought not in 
the philosophy but in the economics of 
the period concerned.”06

According to Marxian philosophy, even 
the activity of inventing or creating is not, 
as it appears to be, a spontaneous mental 
activity, but is a function or by product 
of environmental circumstances.”07

On the contrary, Gandhiji has observed: 
“I do not believe that it is prakriti which 
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originates and governs the thought 
processes of Purusha.” He further added: 
“I do not consider economic factors to be 
the source of all the evils in the world, 
nor is it correct to trace the origin of all 
wars to economic causes . The Rajput 
wars which belong to modern history, 
had never their origin in economic 
causes.”08

Gandhiji was an exponent of spiritual 
socialism and therefore has propounded 
the spiritual interpretation of history 
which is as old as the rise of religious 
consciousness in the hearts of man. 
He never missed an opportunity to 
emphasize “the futility of mere external 
activity” and the need for “intensive 
internal development.”09 He exercised 
his influence to make the Congress 
primarily a self purifying association to 
achieve its goal by developing internal 
strength, instead of becoming a begging 
association.10 According to Gandhiji, 
history of human beings is a continuous 
record that has steadily been progressing 
towards Ahimsa. Our ancestors were 
carnibals, then they began live on cheese 
and then on agriculture and food. 
This already shows that Ahimsa is in 
progress.11 He believed that “the sum 
total of energy of mankind is not to bring 
us down but to lift us up, and that is the 
result of the definite, if unconscious, 
working of the law of love.”12 Hence, 
he came to a conclusion that the 
human society is a ceaseless growth, an 
unfoldment in terms of spirituality.”13 
class co-operation not class struggle 
Gandhi rejected the Marxian theory 
that “the history of all hitherto existing 
society is the history of class struggle”14 
To Gandhiji, this theory envisaged 
permanent and irrevocable antagonism 
between capital and labour. He did not 
believe in the necessity of fermenting 

it. The virtue lies in preventing it.15 To 
quote Gandhiji: 
“The idea of class war does not appeal 
to me. In India, a class war is not only 
inevitable, but it is avoidable if we have 
understood the message of non-violence. 
Those who talk about class was as being 
inevitable have not understood the 
implications of non-violence or have 
understood them only skin-deep.”16 
Gandhiji believed that the capital and 
labour need not regard each other as 
inherently irreconcilable antagonists.17 
Each is dependent on the other.18 “A 
labourer’s skill” he said, “is his capital.” 
Just as the capitalist cannot make his 
capital fructify without the co-operation 
of labour, even so the working man 
cannot make his labour fructify without 
the co-operation of capital. And if 
both labour and capital have the gift of 
intelligence equally developed in them 
and have confidence in their capacity to 
secure a fair deal, each at the hands of 
the other, they would get to respect and 
appreciate each other as equal partners 
in a common enterprise.”19

Greatest Good of All, not Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat 
The dictatorship of the proletariat was 
a must for Marx, for the reconstruction 
of an egalitarian society. But this could 
never appeal to Gandhiji. He rejected 
it outrightly. “I can’t accept” declared 
Gandhiji, “benevolent or any other 

dictatorship, neither will the rich vanish 
nor will the poor protected.”20 Moreover, 
“there is no guarantee that the industrial 
workers’ dictatorship may not become 
a caste of an tyrannical, imperialist 
and intriguing exploiters as that of the 
Tsar and his nobles or the capitalists.”21 
According to Gandhiji, dictatorship 
always leads to violence and gives 
impetus to greater violence.22 He also 
disapproved of it because “it does the 
greatest harm to mankind by destroying 
individuality which lies at the root of all 
progress.”23 
“The real remedy,” claimed Gandhiji, “lies 
in non-violent democracy, otherwise 
spelt true education of all. The rich should 
be taught the doctrine of stewardship 
and the poor that of self- help.”24 His ideal 
was greatest good of all and not of a class 
or a chosen few. As early as September 
10, 1920, he explained his ideal society 
which made no distinction between the 
rich and the poor. “I shall work for an 
India”, he wrote, “in which the poorest 
shall feel that it is their country in whose 
making they have an effective voice.”25 
Therefore Mahatma Gandhi wanted to 
build an egalitarian society which could 
rest on ahimsa, truth and love. He could 
never appreciate the dictatorship of the 
proletariat which rests emphatically on 
the pillars of violence, bloodshed, hatred 
and untruth. 
The economic ideas of Gandhiji, although 
quite different from the Western schools 
of socialism, are essentially socialistic 
in their nature. Marxian find its basis 
in materialism, class, antagonism, 
industrialism and dictatorship of the 
proletariat, whereas Gandhian socialism 
finds its foundation in morality, 

continued on page 45...

mahatma Gandhi  believed that “the sum total of energy 
of mankind is not to bring us down but to lift us up, and 
that is the result of the definite, if unconscious, working 
of the law of love.”

Gandhiji had no faith in coercion or violent means for 
the reconstruction of an egalitarian society. He wanted 
to do it through compassion, persuasion and conversion. 
This was the only way to abolish the existing inequalities 
in the society. if it is done, neither the wealth would be 
concentrated at one place nor would there be a famine.”
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Mahatma Gandhi played most 
important role in making the 

freedom struggle of India as an inclusive 
process. In an era, when various  political 
leaders largely remained evasive   on 
the issue of social inclusion w.r.t 
abolition of caste and negated existence 
of  discrimination due to caste or proposed 
culture as solution, Mahatma Gandhi out 
rightly accepted discrimination such as 
untouchability as a reality. Although, 
Mahatma Phule and Dr Ambedkar had 
already explored the issue of Caste as an 
exploitative system and made it a very 
powerful social movement, but it did not 
become  issue of mainstream politics for 
masses. Unfortunately, the intelligentsia 
has neglected this issue ,and as a result, the Marxist historians 
have analysed the role of Mahatma Gandhi in annihilation of 
caste   in a framework which either projects freedom struggle 
of India as a separate process from social justice or inability of 
Mahatma Gandhi to understand the issue of caste in totality.   
On analyzing, the issue of social justice w.r.t annihilation of 
caste from medieval  to contemporary period, it becomes clear 
that the issue of annihilating caste was the most difficult issue, 
and apart from Ambedkar and Gandhi, other political or social 
groups remained evasive. Infact, the Poona pact has also been 
analysed in a very selective manner by extremist forces.

Was it so simple to understand the exploitative and subjugating 
aspect of caste system in 14th century, 20th century or 21st 
century?   Has the modern intelligentsia and institutions 
overcome caste discrimination? As per report of 2010, The 
premier institution, JNU had 3.29% SC and 1.44% ST as faculty. 
On reading the decision of Academic Council of JNU, one finds 
that the 200 point roster is implemented not as taking JNU as 
a Unit as prescribed in UGC guidelines 2006, but by clubbing 
few centres together.  UGC sent Guidelines on Roster in 2006, 
but these policies were avoided for many years. Why there are 
contradictions in prestigious institutions and  society regarding 
representation of the marginalized sections?

  Is it a new resistance or an old resistance? Did Gandhi and 
Ambedkar faced this kind of resistance in 20th century? On 
analyzing this resistance against social justice, one finds that the 
society has continuously struggled to overcome the caste system, 
but the caste system silently became a way of life cutting across 
the social groups as argued by Ambedkar as division of labourrs.  
The priestly group tried to make the hierarchical order of society 
as a pious duty of its peoples. The rituals were created to transfer 

the consciousness 
of maintaining 
hierarchy as an 
order in the society. 

The colonial period 
placed multiple 
challenges to the 
freedom struggle, 
and the freedom 
struggle was 
largely focused 
on liberation of country from colonial 
system.   At the same time, a number of 
people or leaders remained not only 
evasive on political issues but also on 
social issues. Infact, the existence of 
caste or caste based discrimination was 

negated.   Mahatma Gandhi enlarged the agenda of freedom 
struggle by getting engaged on the issue of annihilating caste.    
Although, V D Savarkar wrote a book “Essentials of Hindutava” 
in 1921-22, but this book is evasive on caste discrimination. 
Savarkar says, “The system of Four varnas may disappear when 
it has served its end or ceases to serve it..” Sarvakar does not 
treat caste as a problem nor suggest any solution.   Even, Shri 
Madhav Sadashiv Golwalkar is also evasive on the issue of caste 
discrimination.  On reading, the chapter three( “ Untouchability 
: Curse & Cue)   in   text “ Bunch of Thoughts” , one finds the 
solution in terms of decision of Vishwa Hindu Sammelan at 
Udupi in 1969 to “banish untouchability in religious and social 
affairs”. Then, Golwalkar refers to “attacks on Harijans” as false 
and motivated. He refers to two cases and concludes that these 
cases against “Caste Hindus” were false and motivated. Similarly, 
other political groups large or small such as Communist Party 
totally remained evasive on the issue of annihilation of caste, 
but   Marxist historians have blamed Congress and Mahatma 
Gandhi.

On analysing political and social developments in 1920’s, It 
becomes clear that  Mahatma Gandhi takes caste head on, and 
out rightly accepts existence of caste system in society and 
writes continuously on need for removal of untouchability from 
society. He is neither evasive as Communist nor his approach 
is cosmetic as that of Savarkar or Golwalkar. In the text, “My 
Experiments with Truth”, Gandhi shares his experience of Caste 
discrimination when he wished to go England. He says that 
the Seth pronounced the order, “This boy shall be treated as an 
outcaste from today. Whoever helps him or goes to see him off 
at the dock shall be punishable with a fine of one rupee four 
annas.”   In this context, Gandhi differs from other leaders of 
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his times because instead of negating existence  of caste based 
discrimination, Gandhi accept the reality and get documented 
in his writings  the impact of caste on day to day affairs and its 
applicability cutting across castes. 

Gandhi again raised the issue of untouchability in Young India 
(27/4/1921), “ A Scavenger named Unka, an untouchable, used 
to attend our house for cleaning latrines. Often I would ask 
my mother why it was wrong to touch him. If I accidentally 
touched Unka, I was asked to perform ablutions….”  Instead of 
suggesting Unity of Indians in the name of “ Bharati Santati” 
and negating existence of caste, as argued by Savarkar, Gandhi 
ji brought the existence of untouchability to the mainstream. 
Instead of engaging in cosmetic changes, Gandhi ji himself 
cleaned a latrine during Calcutta Congress in 1901.

Mahatma Gandhi coined the term Harijan to replace the word 
Untouchable. It was an attempt to give a new identity to the 
untouchables and Harijan was used in the writings of various 
leaders of 20th century.   During Round Table conference, 
Gandhi reflected shift in his approach and he becomes outright 
opponent of untouchability. Gandhi says, “Custom, which is 
often more powerful than law, has brought them to a degradation 
of which every thinking Hindu has need to feel ashamed and 
to do penance. I should have most drastic legislation rendering 
criminal all the special persecution to which these fellow 
countrymen of mine are subjected by the so called superior 
classes.” Further, he says, “I would fear rather Hinduism died 
than that Untouchability lived”

Since the Minority Committee could not reach any conclusion 
during second Round Table Conference, it was left to the British 
Government to decide on the issue of separate electorate for 
Depressed Classes.   Dr. Ambedkar submitted documents and 
supplementary documents regarding safeguards political rights 
of Depressed classes. These documents had also elaborated 
concept of separate electorate and reserved seats” . Since the 
British Government announced Communal Award whereby 
separate electorate for depressed classes was legalized. Gandhi 
went on fast unto death and finally, an agreement was reached 
between Gandhi and Ambedkar.   This agreement has been 
interpreted in many ways, the agreement was challenged in 
many states by many leaders including Marxist and Right 
wing leaders. Even, Rabindranath Tagore wrote a letter to PM 
of Britain, and asked to discontinue Poona pact and its impact 
in Bengal. Tagore said that they agreed to Poona Pact as life of 

Gandhi was under threat and did not read its provisions”  Still, 
the pact got pan-Indian acceptance due to engagement 
of  Gandhi and  Ambedkar. It is biggest contribution of Gandhi 
and Ambedkar as their stature legitimized it as pan-Indian 
agreement

Gandhi engaged in dialogue with Dr Ambedkar, and published 
his opinion on the cancellation of speech of Dr. B R Ambedkar 
to be delivered in Lahore under JAT-PAT-TODAK-MANDAL 
in 1936.  On reading, the Annihilation of Caste(written by Dr. 
B. R Ambedkar), one finds letter written by JAT-PAT-TODAK 
MANDAL which reflects their desire to understand the issue 
of caste, and the letter says that Dr Ambedkar was invited to 
the conference because the Mandal believed that Dr Ambedkar 
had done in-depth research on the issue. Gandhi wrote in paper 
Harijan, titled  ‘ Dr Ambedkar Indictment’  that the reception 
committee which cancelled the speech “ deprived the public an 
opportunity to listening the original views..”. Gandhi says, “No 
reformer can ignore the address…. He has become disgusted 
with so called Savarna Hindus or the treatment that he his 
people have received at their hands…”  Further, Gandhi says, 
“ No Hindu who prizes his faith above life itself can afford to 
underrate the importance of this indictment…. The savarnas 
have to correct their belief and their conduct” 

Obviously, Gandhi brings the issue of Untouchability to the 
mainstream and clearly ask the society to change its way. He 
gives legitimacy to the ideas of Dr Ambedkar in mainstream 
politics.  He is clearly against discrimination and his approach is 
different from Ambedkar, but it serve the purpose of the issue.  
In return, Dr. Ambedkar questions the arguments raised by 
Gandhi and at the same time, He realizes the limitations faced 
by Gandhi as a political leader to deal the issue in a radical way.

In this way, Gandhi brought the issue of social justice as an 
integral issue of freedom struggle. Instead of ignoring it, 
Gandhi accepted,   recognized and agreed to the principle of 
representation which was later opposed by many forces. It 
became an integral part of Congress culture to respect and 
implement reservation as means of social justice. On the 
other hand, those social and political organization which 
remained evasive they also opposed Poona pact. The Bunch 
of Thoughts  prescribe a “Set  new criteria” and this criteria is 
reflected in the current debate started by BJP, manufactured 
to review reservation policy. Golwalkar says, “… Continued 
special privileges on the basis of caste only, is bound to create 
vested interests in them in remaining as a separate identity… It 

continued on page 29... 
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Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri  a man of short stature, but of 
a magnificent soul, devoted his life to the service of the 

country and mankind. It is significant that this giant of 
peace and harmony was born on 2nd October, which also 
is the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest man of 
the world. I think, it was no coincidence. It might be the 
framework of destiny to bring down these two great men to 
this sacred land of India for a definite purpose which could 
be nothing less than revival and survival of Indian Culture 
and civilization based on truth, love and non-violence. Both 
had sacrificed themselves for the freedom of our country 
and for bringing peace and understanding among different 
nations of the world.

Born in a family not well to-do,  Lal Bahadur struggled hard, 
both as a student and as a family man to serve the mission of 
his life, which could be described in one word ‘dedication! 
He literally and emotionally dedicated himself to the service 
of the poor, for the emancipation of the distressed and for 
the freedom of his fellow countrymen. From his boyhood, 
he exhibited his love for friends, respect for elders, more 
so to his teachers and devotion to the divinity whose grace 
he enjoyed in the course of his life, through and through 
in a process which ultimately brought him to the highest 
position in life and society. He not only became a member 
of Servants of the People Society under the guidance of Lala 
Lajpat Rai, but by erudition, knowledge, mental equilibrium, 
sense of discipline, dedication to the cause, conceived and 
realized the real objective of his life.

He was a friend to all. He was a guide and a philosopher 
to the youngers. He became a Parliamentarian, 
a Minister and finally the Prime Minister of the 
country by virtue of his selfless suffering in national 
struggle for country’s independence, both in jail and 
outside. He was the same Lal Bahadur in glory and 
fury in the national struggle. He was both a man 
of peace and war. He gave battle to General Ayub 
Khan of Pakistan, who suffered a crushing defeat at 
the hands of this small General of morality, integrity 
and intellectual sagacity. He inspired emotionally 
and logically the soldiers, people and peasants. His 
slogan ‘Jai Jawan Jai Kisan’ brought about emotional 
integration amongst his countrymen irrespective of 
caste, creed and colour.

He had won war and won peace with boldness and 

generosity 
and created an 
unforgettable 
chapter in the 
history. He 
lived for peace, 
died for peace and established peace. He strictly, adhered to 
the ways of Mahatma Gandhi and became an exalted leader 
of our Society. v

The author is a freedom fighter and a former Cabinet Minister of 
Govt. Of Odisha)

(Source: the book ‘Saga of Lal Bahadur  Shastri)
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InDIRA gAnDhI: 
ICOn Of LIBERATIOn fOR MAssEs

When we speak of Unity, we have to 
see that we transcend our narrow 

party interests and reject any course 
which brings our system into contempt 
or creates the slightest feelings of 
insecurity in any citizen of India” Indira 
Gandhi, Addresss to Parliament, Feb, 20, 
1969

The vision, policies and ideas of Indira 
Gandhi always motivate people across 
length and breadth of country. As a 
leader and Prime Minister, she took 
innovative and challenging decisions 
which no other leader could have dared 
to take. The main philosophy behind her 
decisions was to change the economic 
and social structure of society in such a way that equality 
of opportunity is ensured to all. Addressing United Nations 
Conference on June 14, 1972, Indira Gandhi said, “One 
cannot be truly human and civilised unless one looks upon 
not only all fellowmen but all creation with eyes of a friend”. 
The inclusion of word socialism in the preamble of India 
in 1976 under her leadership reflects committed approach 
towards society and country.

Indira Gandhi served as the Prime Minister of India from 
1966 to 1977 and then from 1980 to 1984. She is considered as 
the most popular leader of the masses of Independent India, 
especially the poor and the downtrodden as well as the SC/
ST/OBC and the minorities, who risked her own life for the 
sake of unity and integrity of this country while upholding 
the ideals of secularism and national unity. Indira Gandhi 
gave the real shape to the ideals of secularism and socialism 
that the founding fathers of India’s constitution envisaged. 
She even took it further and took these two principles to 
their logical culmination in the politics of this country. 
Braving challenges in political arena, besides the slander 
and smear campaign of the cultural-religious chauvinist and 
anarchist forces in the opposition, she carried on with what 
she considered as her duty to the people of this nation till the 
last drop of her blood.

She steered her country from one crisis to another, raised the 
self confidence of an entire nation and showed to the world 
that India has arrived on the stage, in full senses and with 
utmost strength, not by dancing to the tunes of some super 

power or Western military alliance but on 
its own.In 1966 when she became India’s 
Prime Minister, many of the political 
discourses in our country were still trying 
to define the contours of our polity and 
policy making. Indira Gandhi  made it 
very clear to all that she was committed 
to social transformation and nobody will 
be tolerated if  opposed process of social 
transformation.  She charted her own 
course of actions policies and programs 
which perhaps no other Prime Minister 
would have undertaken that involved 
too many risks and opposition, not just 
from the Opposition but from within 
the establishment itself. She marched 
on, relying completely and solely on the 

goodwill and support of the masses.

The major contribution of Indira Gandhi is that she liberated 
the energy of masses so that they could contribute in the 
modernisation of India. It included not only changing the 
society from below but also from the above. As an Independent 
country, the society was witnessing both the trends of 
evolution of modernity as well continuation of conservative 
practices such as feudal privileges, indebtness in rural areas, 
caste based atrocities, atrocities on women etc. In this context, 
she is remembered as a dynamic and strong leader who dared 
to challenge the perception of western countries towards India 
but also transform the society and initiated changes in the 
mindset of common man. The manner in which she ensured 
the institutionalised solutions to challenges and took  strong 
decisions as per preamble of the Constitution against issues 
which were threat to India as a Nation. Instead of just initiating 
policies, she focused on the processes which would really 
ensure the logical implementation of those policies.

Indira Gandhi challenged those traditions which were contrary 
to the basic principles of Constitution of India. The decision to 
abolish Privy Purses was not only due to unjustified economic 
burden which state was bearing due to regular and perpetual 
payment to heirs of princely states, but also to annihilate 
the social practices which were continued in the name of 
hierarchy. The aim was to give a clear message to society that 
all are equal, and  it was made clear that no social segment was 
considered as more than equal neither by people nor by elected 

Dr. Aditya narayan misra
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representative. It established a principle that people have 
right on the resources and revenues of government and the 
government cannot/should not carry on  any practice which 
does not make it accountable. It was a change from the above 
and this social segment was clearly given a message that all are 
citizen of India. 

It was very clear to Indira Gandhi that the socio-economic 
conditions of India required a radical change to liberate 
majority of people such as   millions of landless labourers, 
sharecroppers, SC/ST/OBC. As a leader, it became her main 
agenda since she strongly believed that unless the majority 
of India was liberated from conservative and non-productive 
socio-economic structure, India could not become a strong 
country.  Indira Gandhi said at the annual session of FICCI in 
1969, “In a society where affluence and power are tiny specks 
in vast sea of poverty, it is not unnatural that monopoly should 
attract strong hostility.. ..the rate of growth is important, 
progress cannot be adjudged by it alone, but more by the 
composition of the national product and by the nature of the 
social forces which are generated by development.”

In this regard, the decision to nationalise coal mines and 
banks was a radical decision which was bound to create 
biggest resistance from the above. The decision liberated the 
poor and downtrodden who were continuously exploited in 
the mines and trap of indebtedness in urban and rural areas. 
Obviously, the nationalisation of coal mines not only stopped 
the exploitation of poor at the hands of private contractors, 
but also enhanced the resources of the state which could be 
really used for the developments purposes.

Similarly, the process of nationalisation of banks  not only 
ended scope of fraud in banking sector by fly by night 
operators but also  one form of conservative practice due to 
which millions of landless worker, sharecroppers, SC/ST/OBC 
were exploited due to lack of education, and manipulation of 
moneylenders. Indira Gandhi realised the nationalisation of 
bank  a very essential step  to really make egalitarian society. 
Infact, it was a decision to annihilate the segregatory practice 
which was in existence for a long period. It ended one type of 
domination and subordination in rural India. Further, these 
nationalised institutions became temples of social justice as 
the public institutions created were covered under the policy 
of reservation as per constitution of India. Apart from this, 
it also helped in strengthening state to contribute in the 

production oriented works in country.  
Infact, most of the work of public 
sector enterprises whose foundations 
was laid down under Nehru were 
commissioned under Indira Gandhi.  
She not only successfully concluded 
their functioning, but also started 
number of public sector enterprises. 

 At the same time, Indira Gandhi 
focused on the education sector and 
she argued that education is a liberating 

factor which cuts across boundries of caste, religion, region 
etc. She emphasised the important role of state in promoting 
eduction and she considered   illiteracy   as the major reason for 
various ills faced by the society. In this regard, Indira Gandhi   
focused on both Higher education and Primary education. 
Not only various educational institutions were created for 
knowledge dissemination, but she realised the importance 
of knowledge production institutions in developing and 
transforming society and country. She strongly supported 
scientific temperament and it was done through education 
as argued by Dr B. R. Ambedkar. Accordingly, a number 
of Knowledge production institutions were opened such as 
ISRO, JNU etc., and these institutions still play crucial role in 
the making of policy in India. 

Indira Gandhi thoroughly examined the challenges faced 
by marginalised sections in getting educated. In this regard, 
Indira Gandhi forced UGC to accept reservation for SC/ST 
in teaching positions and accordingly, Universities and IIT  
agreed on the policy of reservation in Higher education. In 
order to ensure participation of SC/ST at school level, Indira 
Gandhi introduced reservation for SC/ST in admission in 
schools. It was a landmark decision in those times when a 
large section of social forces was grappling with the issue of 
social justice. Not only for SC//ST, but women  also, Indira 
Gandhi became an icon for the empowerment of women 
in society. Indira Gandhi initiated a number of policies for 
education of girls, but the greatest contribution of Indira 
Gandhi was her personality. The name and work of Indira 
Gandhi transformed the mindset of masses towards women, 
but her decisions and will power to change the system became 
a motivating factor for women in society. There was a popular 
notion in the society to compare radical decision of any 
woman by referring to Indira Gandhi. It changed the mindset 
of society as what a woman can do.  

Indira Gandhi not only challenged conservative practices in 
the country, but also challenged hegemonic practices of other 
nations. Her decision to go for green revolution was aimed 
to empower India in food production and end dependency 
on western countries as far as availability of food item was 
concerned. Nehru had already laid the foundation for 
expansion of agriculture by building various institutions such 
as Dams, Canals etc., Indira Gandhi promoted agricultural 
scientist and farmers. As result, the High yielding variety seeds 

it was very clear to indira Gandhi that the socio-economic 
conditions of india required a radical change to liberate majority 
of people such as   millions of landless labourers, sharecroppers, 
sc/st/oBc. As a leader, it became her main agenda since she 
strongly believed that unless the majority of india was liberated 
from conservative and non-productive socio-economic structure, 
india could not become a strong country.

continued on page 47...
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Man’s ambitions form an 
important part of his progress 
in life but dreams and ambitions 

is not a spontaneous consciousness.If 
dreams and expectations shown as mirage 
by others is being created to satisfy their 
own personal interests, then certainly the 
results will lead to frustration, atonement 
and penance.

The BJP government promised such 
dreams to the people in the name of 
good governance, announced various 
facilities and repeated those dreamy 
resolutions. Dreams like a job for every 
youthwas shown. The number of jobs 
at the central-level was four crores and 
one lakh jobs at Delhi State level. Sixteen 
months of the Modi government has 
been passed and in order to maintain the 
trust and enthusiasm of the youth, the 
lay-out plan for job creation should have 
been unfolded. Hunger finishes a person’s 
patience. Hunger compels people to opt 
for undemocratic ways.

In a healthy democracy, change of the 
government is quite normal. It is a 
constitutional right of the citizens. But 
for the sake of change only, the methods 
used by the political parties should also be 
assessed and there must be justification 
for them also.

This assessment should be based on two 
points. First, political parties announce 
attractive promises and secondly, the 
election manifesto gives the road-map of 
people’s welfare policies and programmes 
which is of national interest and which 
remains impartial to Constitutional 
aims and objectives. By going through 
the assessment of both these points and 
the work of the Central government it 
seems that just promises were made in 
the election meetings. Showing dreams 
was only an instrument to grab power. 
Not only this, misleading slogans to 

lureand attract people were made. This 
happened, because the voters of India 
believe in such assurancesdue to various 
factors. The result is before the country. 
Another aspect of the political parties 
is the election manifesto which is a 
written document. Every political party 
releases their time-bound development 
programme for the next five years. The 
voters of India are witness to how the 
Central government manifesto has 
shattered the dreams of the people by 
increasing the time period of providing 
house to all from five years to ten years. 
That India would make an effective 
cultural dominance in the international 
level, the time period has been increased 
to 25 years. This was announced by 
the party president. That through the 
return of black money, Rs. 15 lakh would 
be deposited in every Indian citizen’s 
account, and he has accepted that this 
was just an election slogan.

The fact of bringing down the prices 
within one month by Modi government 
is in front of all. The government has 
broken the back-bone of 80 crore 
farmers of India. In one year of Modi 
government, that is, 2014-15 there was 
nothing but destruction in agriculture. 
If we talk about the NDA government of 
Modi in the year 2014-15, then the agro 
production was 2520 lakh tons while 
during the UPA government the agro 
production in 2013-14 was 2650 lakh 
tons, which means that agro production 
of the country in 2014-15 showed decline 
in production by 123.60 lakh tons. Agri 
exports has for the first time has fallen 
down. Many parts of the country are 
facing terrible draught and the farmers 
are committing suicides. But the Modi 
government is not looking serious 
enough regarding the problems of the 
farmers. All the claims of the foreign 
policy has become a farce by looking at 

the security at our borders. Pakistan is 
repeatedly violating the cease-fire but the 
Modi government is unable to take any 
strong step in this regard. On the other 
side, China is trespassing our borders and 
the BJP’s Central government is sitting 
idle.

What is the justification in changing 
the name of Planning Commission to 
‘NitiAyog’ which allots Central fund 
to the States for development in an 
impartial manner and to make it effective 
is far from reality. There is a big difference 
in demand by the States and the allocated 
fund by the Centre. Their straight 
examples are States like Jammu and 
Kashmir, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan that present the  vast difference 
between demand and supply. Today also, 
the election language has the dominance 
in their announcements. Its Provision 
is not there in the annual budget, those 
announcementswere made like ‘Aadhats’ 
(brokers) as it was done in the public 
meetings in Bihar. At last the people 
will have to think what the country has 
achieved by the 28 foreign trips of Modiji 
in the last 16 months, because nothing 
concrete is visible on the ground level due 
to his foreign visits. People still have time 
to do logical analysis on the above points.

The ruling party states that we should 
keep in mind that if the trust of the 
people is broken then the results can be 
reversed. By the way people’s trust is the 
base of a healthy democracy. Wherever 
in the world the trust of the people has 
been broken, the revolution takes place 
and the change of government also takes 
place. . v

The author is the President of Delhi Pradesh 
Congress Committee. 

Courtesy: Punjab Kesari
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According to the directive principles of Indian constitution, 
India is a socialist, secular and democratic republic. 

The state has no religion. Our constitution also provides its 
citizens the right of social, economic and political justice, 
freedom of speech and expression, freedom of faith, religion 
and worshipping, equality in honour and opportunity. Human 
brain can be better utilized through education. So, considering 
the whole world as a single unit, management of education 
should be prepared.

Right from the freedom struggle, the ideology of the Congress 
has remained idealistic and purposeful. Followers of this 
ideology were of the opinion that education contributes a lot 
for the social upliftment. Gandhiji’s mantra was to establish a 
society where there is no exploitation. Gandhiji had given much 
importance to the economic, ethical and cultural purpose of 
citizenship along with the establishment of Sarvoday Samaaj. 
Hence, Gandhiji’s principles on education have proved very 
helpful in formulating syllabus, teaching-techniques and to 
make students self-reliant. His education emphasizes not only 
mental development but physical, moral and spiritual growth 
also. 

Dr. Sarvpalli Radha krishnan was of the opinion that Indian 
culture has enlightened us to respect all religions. To respect 
all religions equally is also a distinctive identity of Hindu 
culture.

It is the foresightedness of Rajiv Gandhi that he implemented 
Integrated Education Policy for the first time after 
independence in 1986 despite severe criticisms. Its only aim 
was to augment nation’s development and to fortify national 
unity. In the policy, overall revamping of educational system 
and to standardize education at every level was planned. 
Apart from this, importance was also given to science and 
technology, moral values and to make strong ties between 
education and life. That’s why, today the youth of our country 
are among the front-runners in the field of computers and 
information-technology.

On the contrary, India at present passing through a phase 
where there is danger of decline in traditional values since 
continuous obstacles are posing a threat to socialism, 
secularism, democracy and ethics. In spite of the need of 

Prof. Dr. Ram  
Lakhan meena

PM MODI’s PRIORITy: 
sAffROnIsATIOn Of EDuCATIOn 
AnD COMMunAL InTOLEREnCE

composite cultural heritage, democracy, secularism, equality 
among men and women, conservation of environment, social 
equality, importance of small family and scientific approach; 
serious attempts are being made to saffronize education. In 
lieu of education or for that matter saffronization of education; 
it would more meaningful if discussions be aimed at  how to 
inspire universities to do new researches.

BJP and RSS both are trying to spark communal tension in 
the name of saffronization which is itself a disease. Due to 
this disease, whether person or ideology, cuts off from reality 
and inner-self and transcends to another world where there is 
happiness everywhere. Its characteristics can be observed in 
the structure of society. Most of Indian characteristics have 
religious elements. The nature of power is such that it only bears 
opposition to some extent only and after that it tries to suppress 
its opponents. In a country like India where the roots of power 
goes deep into feudalism, opposition is often misunderstood 
as enmity. If we examine the nature of the Modi government 
in a period of more than a year, it can be better expressed in 
undemocratic terms like suppression and vengeance. It seems 

Gandhiji’s mantra was to establish a 
society where there is no exploitation. 
Gandhiji had given much importance 
to the economic, ethical and cultural 
purpose of citizenship along with the 
establishment of sarvoday samaaj. 
Hence, Gandhiji’s principles on 
education have proved very helpful 
in formulating syllabus, teaching-
techniques and to make students self-
reliant. His education emphasizes not 
only mental development but physical, 
moral and spiritual growth also.
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that the Modi government has totally forgot that only after 
four years, once again there will be another general elections 
which will determine its life-span. But what is happening now 
doesn’t give any positive sign. Several examples are there. It 
seems that BJP governed states have adopted a policy of not 
letting anyone with free conscience to speak or do anything. 
Dedication to BJP’s policies and also to its leaders is expected 
from government officials.

Associated with RSS, Dinanath Batra runs Siksha Sanskriti 
Utthan Nyas in Delhi which has opposed M.F. Hussain 
vehementally. He wants to reshape education culture 
according to RSS ideology and understanding. He, in a way, 
busy with taking Indian society into the Middle Ages. What is 
unfolding is frightening. It is not very difficult to forsee these 
dangers. Everything is unfolding in its barbaric form. Batra’s 
books were being thrust upon in Gujarat schools. RSS leaders 
are meeting HRD minister while BJP leaders are busy in 
appealing to burn history books of Romila Thapar. As soon as 

the Modi government came into power, attempts to saffronize 
education were started.

For fascists, saffronisation of education and culture always 
remains at the top of their agenda. It is part of an attempt to 
keep people as slaves. It seems that the government is more 
concerned about implementing controversial issues rather 
than upgrading educational system. Clearly, with the help of 
education it is an attempt to change history. Attempts were 
being made also to escalate communal tension. PM Modi has 
kept a silence on all these matters. A specific political agenda 
is being implemented silently in educational institution in 
our country. For example, a notification was issued by the 
MP government to make teaching the Gita compulsory in 
madarsaas. But due to strong protests, this decision was 
withdrawn. Likewise, the central government made “Surya 
Namaskaar” in the name of yoga compulsory in educational 
institutions. Later it was made optional. In the same manner, 
the word “Rishi” was selected to address teachers. All children 
will recite Bhojan-Mantra before mid-day meals. It was also 
decided to teach RSS’s journal “Devputra” in all schools 
compulsorily.

All these should be opposed strongly. The progressive forces 
which believe in objectivity, reason and scientific approach 

must oppose these things and also try to make people aware 
of the issues. It seems that we have reached in a phase where 
it is impossible for progressive thinkers, historians, social 
scientists and creative people to do their jobs in a free and fair 
environment. So it is necessary that the progressive forces will 
make a platform to carry forward their jobs. More important 
thing is that we have to find out new ways to make people 
aware with our concerns otherwise it will be too late.

Presently the government is more interested in implementing 
specific agenda rather than upgrading educational system. It 
is very unfortunate for children as well as for the country. It is 
unfortunate that the schools are being targeted for such sort 
of politics. Batra’s books and RSS’s literature are full of such 
fictitious stories. 

In an attempt to tamper with the historical facts, the Modi 
government has appointed a person as the president of the 
prestigious Indian Council of Historical Research whose only 
contribution is to prove religious stories as historical events. 
Here, there are two important things. The first is  the question 
of greatness of our civilization. Have really all the inventions of 
science taken place thousands of years ago in our country? It 
is worth mentioning here that numerous path-breaking works 
had been done here in the field of philosophy, dramatics, 
mathematics, linguistics, astronomy etc. We are proud of 
Bharath, Panini, Kapil, Aryabhatt, Sushrut, Charak. But these 
people never answer the questions relating to the chopping off 
Eklavya’s thumb, prohibiting Dalits from entering temples and 
exploitation of Adivaasi people by RSS. They never speak on 
these because they don’t have answers. 

Their agenda is to present myths as historical facts, so that 
people may think over their past rather than future; so that 
people may be proud of their glorious past and may forget to 
fight for better future. This is their first principle of history-
rewriting. But it is not proper to make ancient history as an 
experimental one and to remain isolated closing all windows. 
It is the duty of a writer to analyse both pros and cons of a 
subject-matter. But fascists and hardliners always remain busy 
in fulfilling their own purposes with the help of falsehoods 
and tinkering with the facts. They have nothing to do with the 
historical facts or a right perspective for history writing. Their 
main concern is to make myths glorious and to use religious 
symbols for their own political benefits. To take inspiration from 
ancient historical facts is correct but to overlook scientifically 
proven facts is nothing but foolishness.

BJP and Rss both are trying to spark 
communal tension in the name of 
saffronization which is itself a disease. 
Due to this disease, whether person or 
ideology, cuts off from reality and inner-
self and transcends to another world 
where there is happiness everywhere. 
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In fact, saffronisation of education is a kind of illiteracy of RSS 
supporters which they want to give to less-educated people. 
What is happening in higher education? Several posts of VCs of 
universities established in 2009 are vacant. The government is 
in continuous search for “right people” to fill these posts. Many 
heads of educational institutions often meet RSS chief and 
pracharaks to “enlighten” themselves. 

It is unfortunate that the government is finding it difficult to 
select people for these posts. The government has appointed 
heads in many institutions but there is none from Dalit or 
Adivasi category. The reservation policy and the principles of 
social justice are openly ignored openly. For the universities 
established in 2009, the government changed the procedure for 
appointing VCs. Vacancy was made at the university level. If 
vacancies were made at the central level, out of 14, there will 
be reservations of 3, 2 and 1 for OBC, SC and ST respectively. 
The previous UPA government followed the reservation policy 
in true sense. Noted scientist Kakodkar’s resignation is a blow 
to the Modi govt. Directors and senior professors are tendering 
their resignations to save their honour, since Smiriti Irani 
is trying to dishonor them. More than a dozen IAS and IPS 
officers have resigned and many others are considering to opt 
for voluntary retirement.

The appointment of Gajendra Chauhan as the director of FTII is 
an another example. It also clarifies the limitations of the Modi 
govt. The limitations are of two kinds. First, writers, artists and 
intellectuals of average talent are with the BJP government and 
second, the central government led by BJP is very narrow-
minded. Why are they so much frightened of the talented and 
capable people? FTII’s contribution to creativity and film making 
is par excellence. Nationally and internationally renowned film 
personalities have been the directors of FTII.  Why so much 
dearth of talented people?

The government’s stubbornness may have two aspects. First, the 
pressure tactics of RSS that in any circumstances, their people 
must be associated with the govt. Second, the understanding 
of the Modi govt that to reconsider any decision is like get 
defeated. If it is not dictatorship, then it is certainly an example 
of very benighted thinking. Likewise, if a man or an institution 
thinks that he can make no wrong and no one has the right to 
raise a question is a testimony of  undemocratic thinking and 
mentality. In other words. It is like Aham Brahmashmi.

Our country has the distinction of a land full of great artists, 
filmmakers, theatre personalities, writers, poets, economists, 
philosophers and social thinkers. The question is  why the right 
wing has dearth of such people whose creative excellence is 
respected by one and all. People active in art, literature, film, 
theatre, education, economics, science and philosophy give 

intellectual basis to an ideology. Why such people are not with 
BJP?

If this trend continues, the BJP government before ending its 
tenure will spoil all the prestigious institutions of democracy 
which despite all odds are able to confront and explain all 

contemporary challenges. During the previous session of Lok 
Sabha, The state minister Sriprasad Yaso informed the house 
that CSIR (Council for Scientific and Industrial Research) 
in association with RSS’s Gau Vigyan Anusahdhan Kendra, 
Nagpur is doing research on the properties of cow-urine. Such 
kind of unscientific things were also started during Vajpayee 
govt. Bharat Bhavan in Bhopal has become a place of mediocre. 
Journalism University of Jaipur is being closed because it owns 
“liberal” people. Indian Statistical Institute, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, National Museum and IIMs are also facing 
same difficulties and hardships.

Every organization has some limitations. If Hindu ideology 
had helped BJP to gain power, the same may become the 
reason of its downfall. The other important thing is that which 
sort of ideology will gain momentum in a society will also be 
determined by the society itself. Though a right wing party is 
in power, but if it is not supported by intellectual base, it can’t 
go long. A developing and vibrant society needs such ideology 
which can help it stand parallel to the rest of the world. Indian 
society is made of cultural, religious and geographical diversity 
and there is no place for prejudice. 

BJP and its other related organisations are supporters of 
religious majoritism. These elements never try to stabilize a 
society. In modern age, the world has become a global village 
and every restriction regarding religion, race and creed is being 
broken. How a conservative ideology can survive? Why there 
is dearth of intellectualism in Hindu-organisations? The most 
important reason is  Knowledge looks towards future and 
makes us progressive. Researches change our prior assumptions 
and analyse the reality. So they always challenge the established 
norms and understanding whereas knowledge based on religion 

continued on page 47

A specific political agenda is being 
implemented silently in educational 
institution in our country. 
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Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi came to power 16 months 
ago on the solemn promise of  ’'Na Khauanga, Na Khane 
Doonga' ¼uk [kkÅaxk] uk [kkus nwaxk½‘. Successive scams in the BJP-
ruled States of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra 
have unmasked the patent falsehood of his empty rhetoric.
FActs:
I. Allocation of public resources including minerals in India 

can only be done through a competitive bidding process 
i.e. ‘auction’. This is the mandate of the judgment of the 
Supreme Court in the Presidential reference decided on 
12th April, 2012 where Supreme Court held as follows:-

 “…….Alienation of natural resources is a policy decision 
and the means adopted for the same are, thus, executive 
prerogatives. However, when such a policy decision is 
not backed by a social or welfare purpose, and precious 
and scarce natural resources are alienated for commercial 
pursuits of profit maximizing private entrepreneurs, 
adoption of means other than those that are competitive 
and maximized revenue may be arbitrary and face the 
wrath of Article 14 of the Constitution………....”

II. On 30.10.2014 (pursuant to the judgment of Supreme 
Court), Ministry of Mines, Government of India issued 
elaborate policy in terms of Section 5 of Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (in 
short the ‘MMDR Act of 1957). 

It compulsorily envisaged:-
(i) Policy applies to all pending or future applications for 

any prospecting licence/mining lease (para 4 of letter 
dated 30.10.2014).

(ii) Any ‘Letter of Intent’ (LOI) to be issued by a State 
Government for grant of any prospecting licence/
mining lease could be done only with prior approval of 
Central Government.

 (iii) No prospecting licence or mining lease could be 
granted without prior issuance of notification in the 
official gazette, State government’s website and other 
means of wide publicity inviting applications. This 
was further subject to availability of exploration data, 

available minerals and notification of area for grant of a 
prospecting licence etc. by the State Government

 (iv) Policy also contained yardsticks for selection criteria, 
guidelines pertaining to map and check list for grant of 
prospecting licence/mining lease etc.

This policy dated 30.10.2014 was issued purely with a view 
to ensure complete transparency and objective selection in 
accordance with Supreme Court judgment and prevent any 
preferential treatment to any individual or company.
III. On 16.11.2014, Government of India issued a draft 

ordinance for amendment of MMDR Act of 1957 
providing for competitive auction of mines as the only 
mode of allocation. This ordinance was received by 
Government of Rajasthan on 18.11.2014.

IV.  On 12.01.2015, MMDR Act of 1957 was amended (first 
by ordinance, which merged into the amending Act, 
2015. section 10B provided for auction of mines by 
competitive bidding as the only mode of allocation 
of mines.

Section 10A(2)(b), however, provided that in case of a 
prospecting licence or a reconnaissance permit had been 
granted prior to the amending Act, 2015, mode of auction by 
way of competitive bidding was not required to be followed 
and an automatic right emerged for grant of a mining lease.
 scAm AnD Loot
 1. That between 30.10.2014 and 12.01.2015, Government 

of Rajasthan, led by chief minister  smt. Vasundhara 
Raje, proceeded to issue prospecting licences/mining 
leases for 653 mines equivalent to 1,43,253 bighas i.e. 
22085.81 hectares with approximate estimated auction 
value of over Rs. 45,000 crore.

 This mega mine allocation scam was done in complete 
defiance of Supreme Court judgment dated 12.04.2012, in 
willful negation of the mandatory policy dated 30.10.2014 
and the statutory obligation of allocation of mines only 
through auction through competitive bidding i.e. ‘auction’.

2. In willful violation of policy dated 30.10.2014, Raje 

RajaSthan MInES MEGa allocatIon ScaM  
of ovER 45,000 cRoRE

‘Rajasthan mines mega Allocation scam’ - Valuable mineral Resources worth 
estimated auction value of over Rs 45,000 crore distributed without Auction 

involving approximately 1,43,253 bighas of land (22085.81 hectares).
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government committed following illegalities:-
 (i) No prior approval of Government of India was taken 

before issuing LOIs for 653 prospecting licences/mining 
leases.

 (ii) No prior notification was published in Official gazette/
government website/public advertisements inviting 
applications for grant of 653 prospecting licences/mining 
leases. No exploration data or details of available minerals 
was published. Even mining area was not notified.

All this was done so that the 653 mineral mines for 22085.81 
hectares would not be subject to the process of auction through 
competitive bidding. Loss to the exchequer on account of this 
fraudulent decision is writ large.
3. Government of  Rajasthan, led by Chief Minister  Smt. 

Vasundhara Raje, was in a tearing hurry to allocate mines 
with lightning speed. A sample of 11 mines allocated in 
Karoli District of  Rajasthan  reflects that as many as five 
mines out of 11 were allocated within a period of 48 hours. 
One mine was allocated in less than 12 hours from the date 
of application. Entire exercise smacks of malice, malafides, 
corruption and loot.

Similar is the case of allocation of mine to one Amit Sharma 
of Ajmer, who applied on 08.01.2015 and was granted an 
LOI on 12.01.2015. Incidentally, 10.01.2015 and 11.01.2015 
were gazetted holidays. Amit Sharma applied on 08.01.2015, 
verification of khasra numbers was done on the same day, 
report of the Field Officer was prepared on the same day, Field 
Officer submitted the report to Mining Engineer on the same 
day and Mining Engineer submitted the report to Director, 
Mines on the same day i.e. 08.01.2015. Thus, entire case was 
processed in one working day i.e. 09.01.2015 and LOI was 
allocated on 12.01.2015. A perusal of the list of 653 mines 
would show multiple such instances of loot.
4.  What is shocking is the manner in which Limestone 

mines were allocated with total impunity by Government 
ofRajasthan. A block comprising of 9.89 square kilometers 
was allocated in Nimbahera, District Chhittorgarh to 
Imami Cement Limited without grant of environmental 
clearance from Government of India, without submission 
of progressive mines closure plan, without deposit of 
security amount for grant of lease or even without deposit 
of keenness money. What is even more shocking is that 
although application had been made earlier, file was 
processed to beat the deadline of auction in view of 2015 
Act and in negation of 31/10/2014 policy. 

Another company i.e. Lafarge India Private Limited was 
allocated 8.32 square kilometers of Limestone Mine in 
Jaisalmer similarly without adhering to aforesaid conditions. 
Another cement company i.e. Sree Cement Company was 
allocated 9.12 square kilometers of Limestone Mine in District 

Jaisalmer once again without adhering to aforesaid conditions.
Almost identical is the allocation of 7.91 square kilometers 
of Limestone Mine in Nimbahera, Chittorgarh to Wonder 
Cement Limited.
malfeasance, fraud, loot, corruption and conspiratorial 
scams have become the hallmark of BJP government 
in Rajasthan. We demand:-
 (a) Immediate sacking of  Rajasthan  CM, Smt. Vasundhara 

Raje, her colleague ministers and other officers; and
(b) A Supreme Court monitored CBI inquiry into 

the  Rajasthan  Mega Mining Allocation Scam to be 
concluded within a fixed time frame.” v

would, therefore be proper that privileges should be based on 
the economic conditions of the people. That will ease out matters 
and heart burning among others that the so called Harijans 
alone are enjoying privileges will also be removed”  Therefore, 
the organizations following these ideas of Golwalkar  are totally 
opposed to reservation in contemporary period. But, the legacy 
of Gandhi has made Congress party an inclusive entity which 
is always open to all segments of society. Gandhi argued for 
inclusion of Minority and he says in “Hind Swaraj”  ” There are 
as many religions as there are individuals, but those who are 
conscious  of the spirit of nationality do not interfere with one 
another’s religion… If the Hindus believe that India should be 
peopled  only by Hindus, they are living in dreamland”  

Evidently, Mahatma Gandhi was   not in favour of 
Majoritarianism, and strongly stands for secularism .   At 
the same time,, he vehemently opposed fundamentalism. It 
clearly shows that Mahatma Gandhi took head on the issue 
of social discrimination and fundamentalism in an era when 
others remained evasive or silent.   The Gandhian thought 
always motivate followers towards an inclusive approach 
in contemporary India and inclusive policies are backbone 
of democracy. ýTherefore, Gandhi strongly stood for social 
inclusion whereas communist and Right wing leaders 
remained evasive or silent on issue of social inclusion during 
freedom struggle. v

(The author is a Asstt. Professor in Department of History, University of 
Delhi)

Readings:- B. R Ambedkar, Annihilation of Caste • B. R. Ambdkar, 
writings and Speeches of Dr Ambedkar vol 2&5 • Eleanor Zelliot, From 

Untouchable to Dalit • M.K Gandhi, My Experiments with Truths • 
M.K.Gandhi, Hind Swaraj• V D Savarkar, Essentials of Hindutva • MS 

Golwalkar, Bunch of Thoughts

... continued from page 20

Idea of social Inclusion: 
A comparative study between gandhi and others
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The BJP government in Rajasthan led by 
its Chief Minister Smt. Vasundhara Raje 

has granted leases/licenses to a selected few 
mines-mafia without following due process 
and thus it resulted in causing a great loss 
to public exchequer. The whole process was 
completed within 71 days only. It seems 
that the BJP government after assuming 
power appointed Sh. Ashok Singhvi as 
secretary of mines with an intention to 
loot the invaluable ores and minerals of the 
state. Congress, the main opposition party 
in Rajasthan and some leading newspapers 
highlighted the mines scam time and again, 
but the state government didn’t pay any 
heed to it. The enormity of the scam can 
be gauged with the fact that it involves Rs. 
45,000 crores covering 1,43,253 bighas of 
land.

After Lalitgate, this mines-scam in 
Rajasthan has totally exposed BJP whose 
tall claim was to provide a corruption-free 
government and also posed a question-
mark on PM Narendra Modi’s famous 
assertion,”Na khaoonga, Na khane 
doonga”( Neither I will take bribe nor I will 
let anyone to do so).    

Between 30th October, 2014 and 12th 
January, 2015, galvanized by vested 
interests, 653 licenses for mining were 
granted to some chosen industrialists. It is 
against the basic principles laid down by 
the Supreme Court in its judgement dated 
12th April, 2012 regarding the allocation 
of natural resources. The Supreme Court 
emphasized that allocation of natural 
resources is a policy-decision and hence the 
process of allocation should be performed 
by the executive. Importance must be given 
to people’s welfare while taking policy based 
decisions and it would be inappropriate 
to allocate natural resources with the sole 
aim of profit-making. Licenses should be 
granted on the basis of competitive bidding 
process.

For the grant of 653 mining leases/

prospecting licenses, no permission was 
taken from the central government before 
issuing LOC. No notice or information 
was published in government gazette or 
website as well as no public notice through 
advertisement. No details of mines like 
area, location. As a result, huge loss to 
public exchequer. 

Under the leadership of CM Vasundhara 
Raje, the Rajasthan government showed 
undue haste while granting mines licenses. 
In Karauli district, licenses for 5 out of 11 
mines were granted within 48 hours and 
one mine license was granted in less than 
12 hours. Likewise in Ajmer district, an 
application was received on 08-01-2015 
and the applicant was granted LOI on 12-
01-2015. It is worth mentioning here that 
10 and 11th January were gazetted holidays. 
It means that in a single day, the report was 
sent from field officer to mining officer 
and from mining officer to the director of 
mines. The applicant was granted license in 
the same day. All these facts clearly indicate 
corruption and loot of natural resources. 

It is highly surprising that lime-stone 
mines were first made liability-free and 
then leases were granted. Licenses for 
lime-stone mining were granted to Emami 
Cement and Wonder Cement for 9.89 and 
7.91 sq. km area respectively at Nimbaheda 
in Chittorgarh district. Likewise Lafarge 
India and Shree Cement were also granted 
licenses for lime-stone mining in Jaisalmer 
district covering an area of 8.32 and 9.12 
sq. km. respectively. These all were done 
without taking environmental clearances 
from the Government of India; without 
receiving any deposit of security amount 
and without paying any attention to the 
proposed scheme of closure of the open 
mines.

The Narendra Modi government notified 
New Mining Policy on 12th January, 
2015 and on the same day, the Rajasthan 
government granted leases for 137 mines 

despite having fully 
aware of the NMP. 
It is interesting to 
note that the state 
minister for mines 
( i n d e p e n d e n t 
charge) claimed 
repeatedly that files 
for granting 
mines- licenses 
were never 
been put up 
before him, but on the contrary the fact is 
that most of the files bear his signatures. 
CM Smt. Vasundhara Raje once again 
appointed Ashok Singhvi as the secretary 
of mines in 2013, who has also served in 
the same post during her last tenure. Since 
the whole scam has come into the public 
space, the state government has handed 
over the matter to Anti-Corruption Bureau 
in order to prove itself innocent and to 
make government officials and others as 
scape-goats. But the question is  who will 
act against the CM Smt. Vasundhara Raje 
who is facing corruption charges in mines 
scam after Lalitgate? Investigation is going 
on by Anti-Corruption Bureau under 
the guidance of its I.G. Sh. Dinesh.M.N, 
who himself has faced legal proceedings 
along with BJP president Sh. Amit Shah in 
Sohrabuddin-encounter case. Is it possible 
that he will have the required courage to act 
against the CM?

The whole episode of mines-scam has posed 
a question mark before Smt. Vasundhara 
Raje continuing as CM. The silence of the 
Prime Minister is also encouraging the 
corrupt people. Na khaoonga, Na khane 
doonga has remained merely a slogan and 
the loot of natural resources is continuing. 
The Rajasthan CM while giving shelter 
to corrupt officials and businessmen is 
minting money like anything. v

Author is a Vice-president and Chairperson, 
Media-cell. Rajasthan Pradesh Congress 
Committee.

ThE BIggEsT MInEs sCAM Of 
RAJAsThAn’s BJP gOvERnMEnT

Dr. Archana sharma
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Full text of the opening remarks by 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi at 
AICC meet in New Delhi
(in English)
We assembled here as the 2014 
Parliament elections approach. 
We meet here to send a clear signal that 
the Congress is ready and prepared for 
the battle ahead. 
This election will see a sharpened 
contest between conflicting ideologies 
between conflicting interpretations of 
the past and between clashing visions 
of the future. 
It will be a battle for India as it was 
conceived by our founding fathers and 
as we cherish.
It will be a battle for the preservation of 
our age old secular traditions of diverse 
communities living harmoniously in 
one composite national identity.
Whenever we gather at meetings 
such as this, we pause and reflect, 
and recall with pride what we stand 
for and what our legacy is. And what 
more appropriate moment for this 
than the 125th birth anniversary year 
of Jawaharlal Nehru. It was he who 
had said soon after Independence that 
confronting danger and facing up to 
adversity is the Congress way. That 
message should resonate more loudly 
now than ever before.
The Congress has faced many difficult 
times in the past, much tougher than 

FRom tHe ARcHiVes
Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress Presidents who 

have placed their vision and opinion for building the destiny of India. 

COngREss Is READy AnD PREPARED 
fOR ThE BATTLE AhEAD: sOnIA gAnDhI

Speech of Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the AICC meet  
in New Delhi on 17th January 2014

Whenever we gather at meetings such as this, we pause 
and reflect, and recall with pride what we stand for 
and what our legacy is. And what more appropriate 
moment for this than the 125th birth anniversary year 
of Jawaharlal nehru. it was he who had said soon after 
independence that confronting danger and facing up 
to adversity is the congress way. that message should 
resonate more loudly now than ever before.

today. But we have never lost heart, 
we have repeatedly demonstrated our 
resilience by remaining committed to 
our vision, values and the beliefs that 
have always sustained us. Our Party 
is woven into the fabric of this nation 
from its very conception as a modern 
nation state.
This great country, this India is 
woven of the rich individual strands 
of our regions, languages, religions, 
traditions and communities through 
the ages. Yet its vibrant beauty can be 
seen only as a whole, a single seamless 
fabric, much greater than the sum of 
all the strands.
Today, I want to address some key 
threats to this fabric, the tensions and 
forces that are stretching it to breaking 
point.  I also want to highlight how our 
Party and our government have, over 
the last decade, responded to these 
threats through some key policies and 

programmes.
Let me start with the first: disparities. 
In spite of impressive economic 
growth for which we can justifiably 
take credit, the fact is that disparities 
are still painfully widespread. Growth 
is essential and must be sustained. But 
rapid growth alone cannot address the 
problems arising out of continuing 
disparities.  Tackling these is not just 
a matter of social justice but more 
importantly an existential necessity 
and a moral imperative.
If the basic needs of large sections of 
our society are not met in tangible 
measure, if the growing aspirations of 
our people are not met in substantial 
measure, the fabric of our society 
will be stretched and torn.  That is 
the ground where despair leads to 
unrest and breeds extremism as the 
only hope for change.  This unrest 
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the congress has faced many difficult times in the 
past, much tougher than today. But we have never lost 
heart, we have repeatedly demonstrated our resilience 
by remaining committed to our vision, values and 
the beliefs that have always sustained us. our Party 
is woven into the fabric of this nation from its very 
conception as a modern nation state.

also gives various vested interests the 
opportunity to pursue their selfish 
purposes.
So it was that we decided on Mahatma 
Gandhi NREGA, which has provided 
livelihood security to one in four 
rural households in the country and 
has ensured that rural wages have 
increased manifold.
So it was that we introduced the 
Forest Rights Act in 2006, which has 
provided a new future for lakhs of 
tribal families. 
So it was that we financed the building 
of over four lakh kilometers of all-
weather rural roads in different states. 
So it was that we ensured that 
procurement prices for rice and wheat 
more than doubled over the last ten 
years, triggering new prosperity for 
our kisans. 
And so it was that  very recently, 
we got the historic Food Security 
Act passed that will provide highly 
subsidized food grains to two-third  of 
our population. 
And the new Land Acquisition Act that 
will ensure far higher compensation 
to our farmers.
Let me turn to corruption. 
At Burari two years ago, you may 
recall that I had presented a five-point 
action plan to combat the widespread 
menace of corruption at all levels. 
Since then, the Lokpal and Lokayukta 
Act has been passed by Parliament.  
All Congress-ruled states are 
committed to a new, more powerful 
and independent Lokayukta by the 
end of February 2014.  I wish the same 
could be said for other states. 
Crucial bills which are powerful 
instruments in our fight against 
corruption are pending in Parliament.  
We will do our utmost to get them 
through when Parliament reconvenes 
next month.  I appeal to all parties to 
rise above political considerations and 
pass these Bills.
The Aadhaar initiative, “Aap ka 
paisa Aap ke haath”, has been 

launched in many districts.   When 
fully operational, it will ensure the 
elimination of the corruption that 
people experience in their daily lives, 
especially in the delivery of subsidies, 
pensions, wages and other government 
benefits. 
We are the Party that is responsible for 
the historic RTI Act. We pursued this 
because we believe that ultimately in 
transparency lies the solution to the 
problem. The RTI Act is the single 
most important reason why citizens of 
our country feel empowered to fight 
corruption.
(Switched to Hindi)
One more threat that we are 
experiencing today is the inequality 
of opportunities amongst the people. 
This has happened because of the 
attitude of people is knowing more 
about “who you are and whom do you 
know”? Instead of knowing “what you 
are capable of doing”.
The best tool to fight such 
discrimination is education. That 
is why we implemented the Right 
to Education Act.  That is why we 
brought in new educational schemes 
for the weaker sections, especially the 
Dalits, Adivasis and minorities. 
We, for this reason, made the policies 
like Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan and Mid-
Day meal scheme which helped in a big 
way to increase enrolment of children 
in schools. The schools the real place 
for the children and they must attend 
it. We, therefore, in the last five years 
have established new institutes and 
Universities more than anyone else, in 
the same time before.
I also feel personally sad that this is an 

example of discrimination, especially 
against the women. In the last few 
years, we have helped numerous 
women by assisting them to start 
new Self Help Groups (SHG) which 
has been bringing positive changes 
in their lives, across the country. We 
also have enacted new laws to ensure 
women’s rights after the marriage. We 
have now made new stricter laws so as 
to prevent the sexual assaults atrocities 
against women and children and other 
crimes of domestic violence.      
Our parliamentary democracy 
thrives at various levels. Our central 
government has extended financial 
helps to state governments, block 
and gram panchayats, more than ever 
before, without any discrimination.  
Our policies and schemes are aimed 
at development of the entire country, 
beyond all political considerations. 
I want to ask you, has any other 
government done so much before like 
ours? No! and we should not hesitate 
to say so.
Despite all difficulties, hindrances and 
irresponsible acts by the opposition, 
our govt. worked undeterred under 
the leadership of Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, in the last ten years.  Despite 
all false propaganda, irresponsible 
statements and baseless allegations 
by our opponents, we worked with 
dedication and commitment and never 
deviated from our principles and went 
ahead with pro-poor initiatives.
I believe that the biggest enemy in our 
country is the communal forces and 
fundamentalist ideologies. Congress 
always worked to unite the country 
and its people. 
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FRom tHe ARcHiVes

COngREss PREsIDEnT sOnIA 
gAnDhI COnDOLEs DEATh Of 
MusIC COMPOsER RAvInDRA JAIn
new Delhi: Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi condoled Ravindra Jain’s death and described 
him as a “musician par excellence”

In a message, Smt. Gandhi said that the void created by the music director-
singer-lyricist in the popular as well as classical music genre will be hard to fill. 
He was a “musician par excellence”.

Shri Ravindra Jain died at a  Mumbai  hospital on 9th October, 2015 due to 
multiple organ failure.  Shri Jain was unwell for quite some time and he was 
under treatment. He was in Nagpur for a programme which he had planned 
much earlier but could not participate because of his health. He was admitted 
to Wockhardt hospital in Nagpur, but was later shifted to Lilavati hospital. He is 
survived by his wife Divya, son Aayushman and brother Manindra. v

in spite of impressive economic growth for which 
we can justifiably take credit, the fact is that 
disparities are still painfully widespread. Growth is 
essential and must be sustained. But rapid growth 
alone cannot address the problems arising out of 
continuing disparities.  tackling these is not just 
a matter of social justice but more importantly an 
existential necessity and a moral imperative.

The way of the Congress has always 
been to unite people. To merge the 
diversity of the people in one string. 
We have respected our ideals and 
beliefs this is the tradition of India.
And what is the way of our main 
opposition party?
Its way is to divide communities. To 
spread disharmony. 
It is to divide the society on communal 
lines and spread hatred in the name of 
unity to impose a single identity. 
They hide their real face behind the 
mask of moderate pretensions. 
They criticise our leaders and level 
false allegations against them and they 
go to the extent of spreading violence. 
How can such an ideology be tolerated? 
As a Congress worker, we must be 
proud that we never compromised 
with such divisive ideologies and 
have always fought against communal 
forces.
How can such ideology be tolerated. As 
Congress persons we should be proud 
that we have never compromised with 
such communal ideologies and have 
always struggled against them.
A ideology based on secularism has 
been our country’s identity. Our 
culture ensures equality and dignity 
to all. For Congress, secularism is not 
a political compulsion but a matter of 
deep faith.
There is a turmoil in the country. It is 
only natural in a phase of rapid social 
and economic change. If the expectant 
new generation expects that their voice 
should be heard then it is correct.

Success of our policies and programmes 
have largely and especially in villages 
enhanced the aspirations of the 
people and increased expectations. 
These policies and programmes have 
given birth to a new Middle Class 
clamouring for change. On behalf of 
this great organization of which I have 
had the honour of leading I beseech all 
to keep a tolerant view.
But no one, and especially those who 
only oppose us should forget for a 
second that the transformation of 
the lives of the people of our nation 
happened through our party.  
Our party has laid the foundations 
of Democracy in the country which 
ensures representation of all. We have 
taken country forward and made it a 
strong one in the field of agriculture, 

science, industry and technology.   
Our party brought crores of people out 
of poverty and we cannot rest until we 
ensure that the poverty is completely 
eradicated from our land.
Whether we win or lose, our party is 
the only one that is present in every 
village, every street in our country. 
Lakhs of party workers always held 
our party flag high. Lakhs of our party 
workers have rendered their selfless 
services to strengthen the organisation.  
I salute such party workers who never 
are ready to lose and keep on fighting 
to strengthen the organisation.
In our long journey, we have seen 
many ups and downs. We have 
witnessed victories and faced defeats 
which are inescapable in politics. But 
we have always kept ourselves vibrant 
and surge ahead amidst all challenges.  
There is one more factor and that is 
our strength to fight, which has kept 
us going, and will keep us going in 
the coming days.  It is not my hope 
but my belief that we will continue 
our fight in the coming days and will 
emerge victorious overcoming all the 
challenges ahead of us. We will be 
united in our speech, our vision, our 
goal, and will emerge victorious in this 
struggle. Jai Hind. v
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said that the rally at sector 25 on 11 
September, 2015 by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi was a big flop.

For m e r  Un i on  Mi n i s te r  Paw an 
Kumar Bansal said that the people 
of Chandigarh felt cheated after the 
ral ly which had nothing new for 
the people. He said that the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 
the Chandigarh International Airport 
and the Chandigarh Housing Scheme. 
Shri Pawan Bansal said that both these 
projects were the gift of the Congress 
who had started these projects. So, 
there was nothing new by the Modi 
government.

Chandigarh Congress president, Shri 
Pradeep Chhabra said that before the 
elections, Prime Minister Modi had 
made many promises to the people 
but not one of them has been fulfilled. 
Congress protested the visit of Modi by 
showing black flags and were arrested 
but showed their protest by releasing 
black coloured balloons from the 
Congress Bhawan.

Tributes paid to Gandhiji, 
Shastriji

chandigarh: Chandigarh Congress 
on 2nd October, 2015 remembered 
Mahatma Gandhi, father of the nation 

Shri C.P. Joshi, General Secretary, AICC, 
Shri TarunGogoi, Chief Minister-
Assam, Shri Avinash Pandey, MP, 
Secretary-AICC, Shri BhoomiDev 
Barman, Ex.Chief Minister-Assam, Shri 
Anjan Dutta, PCC President-Assam, 
Shri Mahendra Joshi, Chief Organiser, 
All India Congress Seva Dal, Shri Anoop 
Kumar Sood, All India Organiser, State 
Ministers of Assam, Shri SaratBarkotoky, 
Cabinet Minister & Chairman, Assam 
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal Board, Shri 
ArunPhukan, Parliament Secretary-
Assam, Shri Basant Das, Minister, 
Shri Chanchal Sarkar, MLA, Shri 
ChandanBarua, Chief Organiser, Assam 
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal, Shri James 
Lyndon, Chief Organiser-Meghalaya 
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal,  Shri 
Brajakishore Singh, Chief Organiser-
Manipur Pradesh Congress Seva Dal, 
Shri TakiTaba, Chairman, Arunachal 
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal Board, Shri 
KipaKaha, Chief Organiser, Arunachal 
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal, Shri G.K. 
Rengma, Chief Organiser, Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Seva Dal, Shri Subrata 
Roy, Chief Organiser, Tripura Pradesh 
Congress Seva Dal, Smt. Leena Das, 
MahilaOrganiser,  Assam Pradesh 
Congress Seva Dal, Mrs. Ithoibi Devi, 
MahilaOrganiser, Manipur Pradesh 
Congress SevaDal,MrsYataGaram, 
MahilaOrganiser, Arunachal Pradesh 
Congress Seva Dal,  Pradesh Congress 
Committee Office bearers and Frontal 
Chiefs participated in the Convention.

CHANDIGARH
Rally by PM was a big flop

chandigarh: The Chandigarh Congress 

ASSAM
Convention on Nehru Held

Guwahati:  On the advice of “Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru 125th birth anniversary 
celebration Committee”, Congress Seva 
Dal organised Conventions based on 
the personality, works, philosophy and 
values of first Prime Minister of India Pt 
Jawaharlal Nehru, in all the five zones of 
India.  In this series, Fifth Convention 
of the North Eastern States was held at 
Guwahati, the capital of Assam on 27th 
September, 2015.  In this Convention 
1300-1400 delegates from Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura 
participated.  Prior to the Convention, 
a march started from Nehru Park, 
Guwahati and passed through the 
prominent roads of Guwahati City 
in which participants were holding 
tricolours and placards on which 
slogans related with Pt. Nehru were 
written.  The march culminated at 
Machkhoa where a rally was held. As 
per the traditions of Congress Seva 
Dal, with all dignity, programme was 
started in the Pragiyotika, Machkhoa, 
ITA Centre, Guwahati at 11:30 am with 
garlanding the portrait of Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru.

STATESWATCH
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and former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri on their birth anniversaries with 
many leaders paying floral tributes in 
a function held at the MauliJangran. 
Pawan Kumar Bansal former Union 
Minister and PardeepChhbara and 
many senior leaders were present on 
the occasion.

Bansal said Gandhiji had revealed 
to the entire world the strength of 
non-violence. He said the philosophy, 
principles and policies of Mahatma 
Gandhi are still very relevant. 

Chhabra also paid tributes to Gandhiji 
and Lal Bahadur Shastri. He said both 
the leaders had dreamt of a country free 
of poverty, illiteracy and inequality. We 
must now resolve to take our country 
to that stage, He said former Prime 
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri had always 
kept his principles and moral values on 
top in his political career. 

More than 15,000 join 
Congress signature campaign

chandigarh: The signature campaign 
(HastaksharMahaAbhiyan) started by 
the Chandigarh Congress against the 

decision of the BJP Government to stop 
distribution of the food ration from 
the  Depot in the city for the residents, 
received huge response as more than  
15,000  people joined the campaign.

Hundreds of people attended the 
campaign to express their anger against 
the decision in a camp held atDhanas 
and in the sector 52.

PardeepChhabra president Chandigarh 
Congress said that the huge response 
was the indication that there was lot of 
resentment against the decision. He said 
that the people were coming forward in 
large numbers in the camps and signing 
the forms opposing the decision of 
the Government. They are unanimous 
in their stand that they want ration 
only, not the subsidy as stated by the 
administration.

“Congress will hold signature campaign 
in all over the city in the coming days 
to garner the public support against 
the anti-people decision” said Chhabra. 
Chhabraalso said that lakhs of the 
signatures collected through the series 
of the campaigns will be sent to the 
Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi 
through the Governor to apprise him of 
the resentment of the people.

Under the new DBT scheme, instead 
of subsidized grain, the identified 
beneficiaries will get cash transferred 
to their accounts allowing them to 
purchase grain from open market. 
Chhabra said that the decision will make 
the lives difficult of the poor people as 
they will not be able to buy food for all 
their families because of the high market 
price of the food items.

CHHATTISGARH
Fraud played against people

R aipur :  Former  Chie f  Minister 
Shri AjitJogi in a statement on 2nd 
September, 2015 said that the Modi 
government has played a fraud with 
the people because before the elections 

he gave a slogan “BahuthuiMehangaiki 
maar, abkibaarModi Sarkar”.

But  t h e  pr i c e s  o f  a l l  e s s e nt i a l 
commodities are sky-rocketting and 
the Modi government seems unable 
to control the rising prices. His claims 
before the elections have proved a 
failure and his claims that were made 
were just slogans to grab power.

He said, not only prices of petrol and 
diesel have risen despite fall in the price 
of crude, the price of daily use items like 
pulses and other edible things are going 
up beyond the reach of common man.

Closure of BALCO objected
Raipur: A big unit like Balco in which 
more than a thousand workers are 
employed, a decision has been taken 
by the government to close it down. 
Former Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh 
Shri AjitJogi has termed this as anti-
worker decision and condemned it.

Earlier too, when NDA government 
was at the centre, the government 
had decided to privatize Balco but the 
then Chief Minister Shri AjitJogi had 
objected to it and a resolution was 
passed in the Vidhan Sabha against the 
sale of public undertaking by the centre.

Shri Jogi said that the Balco undertaking 
is free to sell any of its unit but it is not 
good in favour of the workers who will 
be left unemployed.

Objectionable Statement
Raipur:  Shri Iqbal Ahmad Rizvi, 
Pradesh Congress General Secretary 
Abdul Hamid Hayat, former head of 
Madarsa Board Hasan Khan and former 
Pradesh Chief of Minority Department 
Haji Nizamuddin in a joint statement on 
27th September, 2015 objected to and 
condemned the objectionable statement 
made by BJP MLA Usha Thakur in 
Indore.

They said that a public leader should 
not give such statement which in below 
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dignity and which spreads hatred 
among the people and spoils the cordial 
relations in the society.

Tributes paid to Mahatma, 
Lal Bahadur Shastri

Raipur: City Congress, led by its Vice-
President, Shri Vikas Upadhaya paid 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri 
on their birth anniversaries on 2nd 
October, 2015.

Congressmen garlanded the photo of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur 
Shastri and later a seminar was organized 
and City President, BhupeshBaghel 
while paying tributes spoke on their 
life-history.

Tributes to Mahatma,  
Lal Bahadur

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh 
Congress Handicap Cell paid tributes 
to Mahatma Gandhi and former Prime 
Minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri on 
their birth anniversaries here on 2nd 
October, 2015.

Cell Pradesh President, Shri Mahender 

Kochhar garlanded the photos of the 
great leaders. On the occasion Shri 
Kochhar also gave crunches to two 
handicapped persons and people with 
split lips were examined.

DELHI
Kejriwal responsible for 
corruption, price rise -  

Ajay Maken
new Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Shri Ajay Maken 
said on 11th October, 2015 the Aam 
Aadmi Party Government was fully 
immersed in corruption with one-third 
of its Ministers getting the boot for 
corruption and forgery within eight 
months after coming to power, and as 
a result, the Kejriwal Government has 
been left with no time to tackle pressing 
issues like soaring prices of essential 
commodities. He said with the festival 
season coming closer, people are reeling 
under the burden of rising prices, 
and common people find essential 
commodities beyond the reach of their 
purchasing capacity. 

Shri  Ajay Maken said this  while 
addressing a large public meeting 
at Fateh Singh Marg, Ghonda, East 
Delhi to protest against corruption 
and unchecked rise in the prices of 
essential commodities.  The meeting 
was organized by ex-MLA from Ghonda 
Shri Bhisham Sharma.

Besides Shri Ajay Maken, prominent 
others who addressed the public 
meeting were Bhisham Sharma, district 
observer Vijay Lochav, Municipal 
Counci l lors  Smt.  Rajkumari  and 

Rekha Rani, Alderman Kailash Jain, 
PCC delegate Ch. Bijender Singh, 
Block presidents Satyender Sharma 
and Bishanpal Singh, Rohtas Kumar, 
Sushil Sharma, Ch. Rohtas, Vinod 
Thakur and VipinHamrol. Thousands 
of Congress workers, fed up with the 
mounting corruption and price rise, 
shouted slogans against the Kejriwal 
Government in Delhi and the BJP-ruled 
Centre and the MCDs for making the 
lives of the people unbearable.

Shri Ajay Maken said the Kejriwal 
Government has not been able to 
fulfil even a single promise made 
to the people, as it has all through 
misled and cheated the people of Delhi 
to get their votes, and after coming 
to power, the AAP  Ministers and 
MLAs have been caught in corruption, 
cheating and forgery cases, and various 
other scandals. He said within eight 
months after coming to power, two 
AAP Ministers were sacked for forgery 
and corruption. Shri Maken said Law 
Minister JitenderTomar was sacked for 
forging his Law Degree while Food and 
Civil Supplies Minister Asim Ahmed 
Khan was sacked for corruption, and 
asked for a CBI enquiry against him.

Shri Ajay Maken wondered what 
happened to Kejriwal’s principled and 
clean politics, and the high moral 
ground he  had taken on many issues,  as 
the power drunk Chief Minister seemed 
to have forgotten all about his anti-
corruption campaign which he had so 
assiduously championed before coming 
to power. Shri Maken said Kejriwal’s 
only intent was to capture power by 
making tall promises and telling lies to 
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covering a distance of 6 kms.

Scores of Youth Congress activists 
participated in this march.

“This day reminds us that the truth, 
non-violence, courage and simplicity 
are the stronger means to fight injustices 
and oppression. Non-Violence is the 
greatest force man has been endowed 
with. Mahatma Gandhi led his life by 
example, “said IYC National President 
Amrinder Singh Raja Brar.

Nat iona l  Youth C ongress  of f ice 
b e a r e r s  S i t a r a m L a m b a ,  A m i t 
Malik  Tasvir  Solanki ,  Shamdad, 
A s h o k  B a s a y a ,  P u j a  g o s a m i , 
AdhikarKehra, PoojaChandrabhan and 
Kukkiprominetley participated in the 
‘Gandhi Sandesh Yatra’ to commemorate 
the birth anniversary of the Mahatma 
Gandhi  the ‘Father of the Nation.”

Tree plantation drive
new Delhi: Tree plantation drive was 
held on 25 August, 2015 in memory of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
whose birth anniversary falls on 20 
August, 2015.

The trees were planted at Shastri Park by 
nominated Councilor, Dr. R.B.  Singh, 
Shri Pradeep Gupta, Shri Ramesh 
Dutta, Shri Nem Chand Jain and Smt. 
SeemaTahina.

the people.  

It may be recalled that the Delhi 
Congress, under the leadership of Shri 
Ajay Maken, had organized a massive 
“Thali-Peet” demonstration outside 
the official residence of Kejriwal on 
August 30 to awaken him from his 
deep slumber, as the AAP Government 
seemed to be oblivious to the steep 
rise in essential commodities in Delhi, 
including that of onion and pulses.

Youth Congress organized 
‘Gandhi Sandesh Yatra’

“You must not lose faith in humanity. 
Humanity is an ocean; if a few drops of 
the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not 
become dirty.”

new Delhi: IYC is celebrating the 146th 
Birth Anniversary of the ‘Father of the 
Nation’ Mahatma Gandhi. Everyone in 
this world is influenced by the teachings 
of Mahatma Gandhi  the father of our 
nation  the greatest advocate of satya, 
ahimsa and satyagraha.

On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti on 
2nd October, 2015. Youth Congress 
launched ‘Gandhi Sandesh Yatra’ across 
the country. In New Delhi, the Pad 
Yatra started from Raisina Road and 
concluded at Gandhi Smriti, Rajghat, 

Former DPCC president, Shri J.P. 
Aggarwal was the chief guest of the 
event. All the resident of the area 
participated in the “Green Delhi, Clean 
Delhi” drive.

HARYANA
Teacher’s Day Held

Faridabad: Youth Congress celebrated 
the Teacher’s Day at the Shanti Nikaten 
School here on 5th September, 2015.

A l l  I n d i a  Yo u t h  C o n g r e s s 
Secretary and incharge of Haryana 
KumariPratibhaRaghuvanshi was 
the chief guest while Haryana Youth 
Congress President Amit Sihag presided 
over the function.

The function as conducted by Vikas 
Verma. Shri Amit Sihag said that 
teachers have a major role in the 
development of the country.

Also present were RakeshBhadana, 
DhanaChaprana, Pradeep Dhankhad, 
Vivek Chaudhary, Nand Kishore Thakur, 
Pankaj Sharma, Ajya Sharma, Dr. 
Saurabh, VinodKaushik, NareshGadra, 
Dr. Neelam, Sunil Garg, Devendra, 
SushilKanva with others.

Tributes paid to Bhagat Singh
Gurgaon: Congressmen, led by Congress 
Pradesh General Secretary, Shri Khazan 
Singh paid tributes to Sardar Bhagat 
Singh on his birth anniversary here on 
28th September, 2015.

On this occasion, while addressing the 
public meeting at the Tikona Park in 
Sheetla Colony, Shri Khazan Singh also 
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raised the issue of dirty water which is 
stagnating and stinking and has become 
a source of water borne diseases as the 
administration has turned a blind eye 
towards it.

Disappointment on OROP
Re wari :  C apt .  Aj ay  Yad av  he ld 
discussion with the ex-servicemen on 
5th September, 2015 who had gone to 
JantarMantar in Delhi to protest for 
the implementation of ‘One Rank, One 
Pension’ for retired ex-servicemen. 

The leader of the protesting serviceman 
Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Satbir Singh said that 
he was sad and disappointed by the 
decision of the Modi government that 
ex-servicemen who have taken VRS will 
not be covered under OROP. Maj. Gen. 
(Retd.) Satbir Singh said that 40 percent 
of the ex-servicemen opt for VRS. He 
also opposed the formation of one-
member committee by the government 
to review this problem and to the plan of 
revising pension every five years.

Capt. Ajay said that after talking with 
the ex-servicemen he came to the 
conclusion that only one promise has 
been made and that is, ‘the OROP will 
be implemented from July, 2014.’

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Protest against Modi 

Government

shim la:  The  Himacha l  Pradesh 
Congress on the directive of Pradesh 
Congress President, Shri Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu carried out protest dharna 
in all 17 districts and 68 Blocks of the 
state against the Modi government in its 
failure to control price rise.

At the State level, the protest dharna was 
carried out by Shri Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu, who led the Congress delegation 
and handed over a memorandum to the 
State Governor Shri Devrat Sharma.

Those present in the delegation were Shri 
Harsh Mahajan, Gangu Ram Musafir, 
General Secretary, Harshwardhan 
Chauhan, SushilaNagi, Sanjay Singh 
Chauhan, SubhashManglet, Surendra, 
Hamindra Thakur,  Amit  Nanda, 
Mahesh Sharma, RiteshKapret, Anita 
Verma, Pradeep Verma, KusumVerma, 
Asha Kanwar, Indra Singh Thakur with 
others.

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Coalition Government 

tactfully trying to 
curb opposition: Congress

srinagar: Former PCC President & 
former minister PeerzadaMohd Syed 
and senior Congress leader and former 
Minister TajMohi-U-ddin accompanied 
by spokesperson Farooq Andrabi and 
other Congress leaders visited agitating 
daily wagers working in different 
departments, at Pratap Park, Srinagar 
on 7th October, 2015 who are on 
protest for several weeks, to press their 
genuine demand for regularization.

PeerzadaMohd Syed and TajMohi U Din 
met the agitating daily wagers and spent 
some time with them. Both the leaders 
felt disappointed to see the pathetic 
condition of daily wagers and expressed 
solidarity with them.

Terming the demand of daily wagers 
for regularization as most genuine, 
Congress leaders castigated PDP BJP 
for maintaining its indifferent attitude 
towards agitating daily wagers, NYC 
volunteers, ITI, Need Basis Casual Labours 
etc. They said   coalition government led 
by PDP BJP has brought miseries to the 
people in all the three regions. 

Accusing  coalition government for 
not paying heed towards the genuine 
demand of daily wagers, they said 
how long coalition government would 
maintain silence over the genuine issue 
confronting people across the State, it 
(Coalition Government) will have to 
answer to the people.

Congress leaders told the agitating 
daily wagers that Congress Party would 
continue to fight with the coalition 
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government both in the Legislature 
and outside for resolution of the issues 
confronting them (daily wagers).

Assuring Congress Party’s full support 
to daily wagers and other agitating 
employees  working  in  d i f ferent 
departments, they said Congress Party 
would launch a campaign against the 
wrong policies of coalition government 
and would not allow it (coalition 
government) to ignore the genuine 
demands of people.

Expressing serious concern over the 
functioning of  State Legislature both 
(PeerzadaMohd Syed &TajMohiuddin) 
stated that PDP BJP coalition is tactfully 
trying  to curb the Opposition by not 
allowing them to raise the issues of 
greater public importance.

Mahila Congress protests 
against withdrawal of  

Gandhi stamps

Jammu: Mahila Congress activists on 
30th September, 2015 held a protest 
demonstration here against the decision 
of the Narendra Modi government 
to withdraw postal stamps on Indira 
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi.

Led by President of the Jammu and 

Kashmir unit of Mahila Congress, 
InduPawar, the activists staged a protest 
demonstration and raised slogans against 
Union Post and Telecommunication 
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. “Withdrawing 
of the postal stamps of Indira Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi was an act by the 
incumbent government, the two leaders 
are the real national heroes of this 
country”, Smt. Pawar said.

Pawar alleged that the action was part of 
the vendetta by the present government 
against the Congress leadership. “Entire 
world acknowledges the fact that it was 
under the leadership of Indira Gandhi 
that India won the 1971 war against 
Pakistan and created a new country”, she 
said. Smt. Pawar said that the Narendra 
Modi led government must not waste 
time on these issues and should devote 
their time to uplift the poor people of 
this nation and also fulfill promises 
made to the common man.

MADHYA PRADESH
Lathi-charge on teachers, 

condemned

Gwalior: City Congress, led by its 
president, Dr. Darshan Singh burnt 
the effigy of the BJP government at the 
Jayendra crossing here on 27 September, 
2015.

Dr. Darshan Singh said this protest 
was carried against the lathi charge by 
the police on the teachers who were 
demonstrating to get their demands 
fulfilled. Most of them were also arrested. 
The Congress Party condemned this act 

and said that this was an insult of the 
teachers who teach our children.

Worker’s meeting held
Gwalior: A meeting of the Congress 
workers, led by City Congress president 
Shri Darshan Singh and District Rural 
Congress president, Shri Mahan Singh 
Rathore was held at the Congress 
Bhawan here on 28 September, 2015.

F o r m e r  Un i o n  M i n i s t e r,  S h r i 
Jyotiraditya Scindia addressed the 
meeting and asked the Congressmen to 
make the Congress strong by asking the 
involvement of every Congressman in 
the party programmes and to mix with 
the people in their good and bad time.

Tributes to Mahatma,  
Lal Bahadur

indore: City Congress Committee paid 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri on 
their birth anniversaries here on 2nd 
October, 2015.

The statues of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri were garlanded 
by City Congress President.  Shri 
PramodTandon, former MLA Ashwin 
Joshi, Shri TulsiSilawat, Vijay Kumar 
Mehra, former Minister Rameshwar 
Patel, SachSaluja, Devendra Singh Yadav, 
Mehmood Qureshi, SunandaBalsare, 
SashiYadav, Vijay Bhatnagar were 
present who later spoke about  their 
life and they asked people to live in 
simplicity and non-voilence and adopt 
this way of life.

The function was conducted by Prakash 
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Those who paid tributes included 
senior Congress leader and former 
Mayor Shri P.N. Dubey, Madan Tiwari, 
City Congress president Dinesh Yadav, 
Advocate Kailash Tiwari, freedom 
fighter ChhotelalSoni, Smt. Geetasharad 
Tiwari, Uma Tiwari, former MLA 
BalwinderMaan Kaur, Bhagatram Singh, 
Anubha Sharma, Smt. MeenaJaiswal, 
Ar u n Paw ar,  Tar u n R oh it as . T he y 
expressed their views about Pt. Shuklaji 
and paid tributes to the great Congress 
leader.

Tributes paid to Gulab Singh

Jabalpur: City Congress and Shanker 
Shah Block Congress paid tributes 
to the young mantyr Gulab Singh by 
garlanding the statue of Shri Gulab 
Singh here on 14 August, 2015.

He was a freedom fighter who was born 
on 14 August and died the same day in 
the freedom striggle.

Those who paid tributes included 
former Mayor, Shri P.N. Dubey, City 
Congress president, Dinesh Yadav, 
Sewadal Chief, Shri Jhallelal Jain, 
Block president, Balwant Singh Gujar, 
freedom fighter ChhotelalSoni, Smt. 
Manjula Mishra, MLA, Dinesh Singrale, 
former MLA Mansaswamy with others.

Tributes paid to  
Madhavrao Scindia

Ujjain :  D au l at ganjSarafa  B lo ck 
Congress, led by its president, Shri 
Azam Sheikh paid tributes to Shri 
MadhavraoS cindia  on his  death 
anniversary on 30th September, 2015.

Former MLA, Shri Rajendra Bharti was 
the chief guest who garlanded the photo 
of Shri Scindia and paid tributes to the 
leader who gave the benefit of central 
projects to Ujjain during his term as 
Central Minister.

Leaders who paid tributes were Narayan 
Singh Bhatia, Devendra Patni, Jitender 
Sankhala, Gajender Marothia, Neeraj 
Solanki with others.

MAHARASHTRA
Conspiracy by Shiv Sena

mumbai: Mumbai Regional Congress 
Secretary Tirloki Mishra has said 
on 16th September, 2015 that the 
notification by the Shiv Sena Transport 
Minister, DiwakarRawte is a conspiracy 
against the Hindi speaking people.

Shri Mishra said that the notification 
said, “to get an auto permit license 
in Mumbai, speaking of Marathi was 
necessary. He said, once again the true 
face of Shiv Sena was exposed which 
is trying to divide the people on the 
basis of language. He also asked, ‘what 
is the scale to judge if a person knows 
Marathi.’

Bungling in Electricity Bills
mumbai:  The Mumbai  Regional 
Congress started a campaign against 
the electricity bills by the department 
who are indulging in fraud and bungling 
with the people.

Mahawar and Madan Singh Chauhan 
gave the vote of thanks.

Tributes paid to  
Lokmanya Tilak

Jabalpur: City Congress paid tributes to 
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak on his 
death anniversary here on 1st August, 
2015.

Senior Congress leader Kailash Tiwari, 
City  Congress  president  Dinesh 
Yadav,  Ex-councel ler,  Bhagatram 
Singh, Tikaran Koshta,  Surender 
Patel, Vishnu Vinodia, ShaileshRatgor, 
VikasVishwakarma, Himanshu Kori, 
Faiz Khan, KalluPahalwan, Arvind 
Tiwari, Manoj Anthony, Vivek Jain, 
Vikki Thakur with labour organization 
office bearers of Taliya paid tributes to the 
great son of India BalgangadharTilak.

Tributes paid to first  
CM of MP

Jabalpur: The City Congress paid 
tributes to the first chief minister of 
Madhya Pradesh, PanditRavishankar 
Shukla on his birth anniversary here on 
2nd August, 2015.

Congressmen garlanded the statue of Pt. 
Ravishankar Shukla situated at the Civil 
Lines crossing.
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Congress secretary, Dr. Tirloki Mishra 
and district Congress Secretary Vijay 
Tiwari  carried out door to door 
campaign in Povai to educate the 
consumer about the fraud being played 
by the Mumbai Electricity department. 
Others who made this campaign a 
success were district president Ramesh 
Vishwakarma, district president of 
INTUC, Sadiq Sheikh, Mahesh Lupcha, 
Bharat Singh, Ameen Sheikh, Tilak 
Upadhaya, Sudhir Baradkar, Rajesh 
Gupta, Radheraman Mishra with others. 
Around thousand people have signed 
the complaint paper.

PUNJAB
Bajwa demands Crop 

Insurance cover for the 
farmers

new Delhi/chandigarh: The Punjab 
Congress President Shri Partap Singh 
Bajwa on 20th September, 2015 said that 
more than 25,000 farmers from Punjab 
participated in the KisanSamman Rally 
held in RamlilaMaidan, New Delhi. 
He thanked all the senior leadership 
of Punjab Congress and the farmers 
from Punjab who made this rally a huge 
success.

Addressing the massive crowd, S. Partap 
Singh Bajwa said this rally marked 

the solidarity of the farmers with 
the Congress as the party, under the 
leadership of the Congress President, 
Smt.  Sonia Gandhi and the vice 
president, Shri Rahul Gandhi who 
had successfully scuttled the atrocious 
attempt by the NDA government led by 
Shri Narendra Modi to  drop pro-farmer 
provisions in the land acquisition 
legislation that was enacted by Dr 
Manmohan Singh led government in 
2013. He said the effort of Shri Modi 
was to sell the interests of the farmers 
to the corporate sector and that would 
have proved disastrous for the country.

Bajwa warned  Shri Narendra Modi 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India and 
Shri Parkash Singh Badal Chief Minister 
of Punjab of the serious consequences in 
case the Food Corporation of India was 
dismantled as that would directly hit the 
procurement operations. He lambasted 
the Modi government for having 
backtracked from the poll promises 
of implementing the Swaminathan 
Committee report    for fixing prices of 
the farm produce by ensuring 50 per 
cent profits over and above the cost of 
production.

More than 500 buses ferried the farmers 
from Punjab to KisanSaman Rally. The 
farmers assembled at Gurudwara Sri 
MajnuKaTilla in wee hours of the day 
where they were served with Langar 
organized by Punjab Congress. Later 
all the farmers went to Rajghat and 
then participated in the Rally. The 
farmers of Punjab were really happy 
to see that Congress Leadership took 
such bold steps for the betterment of 
farmer community not only in Punjab 
but across the country.

Badal’s anti-farmer face 
stands exposed: Bajwa

chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President Shri Partap Singh Bajwa on 
25th September, 2015 lambasted the 
Chief Minister Shri Parkash Singh Badal 
saying the Rs 80 crore announced as 

compensation to the farmers whose 
cotton crop had been destroyed was 
not only a cruel joke and but also 
exposed    his    camouflaged    anti-
farmers’ face.

“Nothing can be more shocking that 
Rs 80, Rs 120 or Rs 200 cheques 
delivered by the state government to the 
beleaguered farmers as compensation 
for the crop damage and this amounted 
to sprinkling salt on their wounds. 
Nothing can be bigger indictment of 
the Badal government than the suicide 
committed by a farmer blaming the state 
government while sitting in dharna in 
Bathinda. This is the situation under 
the rule of the leader who has been 
posing himself all these years as the 
champion of the farmers but in effect 
has been exploiting them as vote bank”, 
he asserted.

Shri Bajwa fully supported the demand 
of the farmers for compensation at 
the rate of Rs 40,000 per quintal as 
the crime had been committed by the 
government by supplying sub-standard 
seeds and spurious fertilizers.

Bajwa condemns CBI raid on 
Virbhadra Singh as political 

vendetta
chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
president Shri Partap Singh Bajwa  on 
26th September, 2015 said the CBI 
raid on the Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shri Virbhadra Singh as part of 
the Prime Minister Shri NarendraModi’s 
hate agenda and political vendetta 
against Congress Party and its leaders 
that had reached its nadir.

In a statement, Shri Bajwa said setting a 
shocking example of politics, stooping 
to its lowest ebb, the Modi government 
raided Shri Virbhadra Singh’s residence 
at a time when his elder daughter, Ms. 
Meenakshi was getting married. On 
one side, entire family including guests 
from bride and bridegroom’s sides were 
proceeding to the temple for marriage, 
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Modi government, blinded by personal 
revenge, was raiding the residence of the 
Chief Minister. Modi government’s lust 
for settling political rivalry has made it 
alien to India’s culture and tradition of 
not disrupting marriage of a daughter. 
This inhumane, cruel and revengeful 
behaviour was characteristic of personal 
style of Shri Modi, he added.

He said the  Congress stoutly and 
strongly  deprecates ,  abhors  and 
condemns the politics of revenge and 
vendetta unleashed by Shri Modi and 
BJP government converting CBI as 
a BJP’s Investigation Bureau against 
political opponents. These fascist 
tendencies are the very anti-thesis of 
healthy democracy which Congress 
Party stands for. Our resolve to fight 
the dictatorial, autocratic and vendetta 
driven politics of  Shri Modi and his 
ilk only becomes stronger and more 
resolute by such lowly acts of partisan 
political vendetta. 

Congress demand judicial 
probe in Pesticide Scam, 

demands resignation of Tota 
Singh

chandigarh :  In the wake of  the 
statement on 28th September, 2015 of 
former Director Agriculture Mangal 
Singh, who has dragged the CM office 
in controversy, the Punjab Pradesh 
Congress Committee today demanded 
a judicial probe into the pesticide scam, 
apart from immediate resignation of 
Agricultural Minister Tota Singh.

In a press release Senior Congress leader 
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa, said that 
the revelation of Mangal Singh has made 
it crystal clear that the Pesticide Scam 
has taken place with the connivance of 
the Cabinet Minister Tota Singh. “The 
statement of Mangal Singh says that he 
took all decision with approval of Tota 
Singh, had indicted the minister, Thus 
CM must ask his minister to resign, 
who is already convicted by a court for 

misuse of power as Education Minister”, 
said Randhawa.

He said that Mangal Singh has further 
said that he has been made a scapegoat 
by CM office to save mighty one, has 
put the entire CM office under doubt in 
this pesticide scam. The CM must own 
responsibility and order a judicial probe 
by a sitting High Court Judge.

Tributes paid to Bhagat Singh

chandigarh:  Floral tributes were 
offered on the occasion of Birth 
Anniversar y  of  Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh, on 28th September, 2015 at 
Punjab Congress Bhawan, Sector 15, 
Chandigarh by S. Rajpal Singh, Office 
Incharge, S. Gurwinder Singh Balli, 
Secretary PPCC, S. Surjit Singh Seota, 
Secretary PPCC, S. G.S. Riar, Vice-
President, Kisan andKhetMajdoor 
Cell PPCC, Jagdarshan Kaur, Ex. DCC 
President Moga, Parminder Singh 
(Dimple),  President  LokSabha Youth 
Congress Faridkot, SukhwantBrar , 
JagdishBhola and hundreds of party 
workers.

RAJASTHAN
Id-ul-zuha

Pali: District Congress secretary and 
Media Incharge Shri Amin Ali Rangrej 
complimented his Muslim brothers on 
the festive occasion of Id-ul-zuha, the 
festival of sacrifice and offering on 24th 
September, 2015.

Shri Rangrej said that this festival 
teaches us to live in peace and harmony 
with our non-Muslim brothers and 
to love and honour their feelings. The 
people of Rajasthan are a glorious 

example of this heritage who love and 
accept all the people as their brothers.

Tributes paid to Mahatma, 
Lal Bahadur

sawaimadhopur: The District Congress 
Committee, led by its youth leader 
KamleshBarwal paid tributes to the 
father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi 
and former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri on their birth anniversaries here 
on 2nd October, 2015.

Shri Barwal garlanded the photos of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur 
Shastri and divas were lit. Later, a seminar, 
‘Common Man’s role in Bharat Nirman’ 
was held and Shri Barwal spoke on it.

TAMILNADU
Tributes paid to Mahatma, 

Lal Bahadur, Kamaraj

chennai: The Central District Congress 
Committee paid tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi and former Prime Minister 
Lal Bahadur Shastri on their birth 
anniversaries here on 2nd October, 
2015.

Congressmen also paid homage to 
former AICC President and former 
Chief Minister of Tamilnadu Shri K. 
Kamaraj on his death anniversary on 
2nd October, 2015.

Those who paid tributes included 
District President Ram Kalaisyam, 
P. Gnanraj, Devakarswamy, C. Ravi, 
Shri Elumalai, L. Lenin Kumar, M. 
Satyamoorthy, A. Devakaran, K. Sridhar, 
Govindam, Perumal and Subbaiya.
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UTTAR PRADESH
Meeting of representatives 

held

Lucknow: A one day Representatives 
Meeting was held at Mathura on 21 
September, 2015 which was addressed 
by Congress vice-president, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi.

Addressing the meeting, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi attached the Modi government 
and said that he was paving the way to 
his own destruction but the Congress has 
to strongly hold its place.

Shri Gandhi said, though our party may 
be No. 4 in the state, but our thinking 
is No 1. He said that Shri Modi is still 
making false promises to the people and 
the promises that were made have not 
been fullfilled like Rs. 15 lakh coming to 
each person’s account, jobs to youth but 
nothing happened, on OROP, the picture 
is not clear. He said that we should 
learn from Steve Jobs and how he made 
his shaking company ‘Apple’ the No. 1 
company in the world.

While welcoming Shri Rahul Gandhi, 
UPCC president Dr. Nirmal Khatri said 
that he was doing all possible means to 
strengthen the party at the gross-root 
and the party would get its benefit in 
the 2017 Assembly elections. He said 

the law and order situation in the 
state has deteriorated and the UPCC 
had ghearaoed the UP Assembly on 
17 August, 2015. He said the Pradesh 
government were trying to suppress the 
Congress by force but the Congress will 
bounce back.

Congress VidhanMandal leader, Dr. 
Pradeep Mathur, after welcoming Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said that this meeting 
in Mathura has proved a milestone for 
the Congress and it will surely show 
improvement based upon the coming 
suggestions.

Prominently present were CWC Member 
Smt. MohsinaKidwai, Shri Raj Babbar, 
MP, AICC general secretary and incharge 
of UP, Shri MadhusudhanMistri, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri, Shri Pradeep Mathur, 
Shri NaseebPathan, Shri Juber Khan, 
Shri Prakash Joshi, Shri RanaGoswami, 
Dr. Sanjay Singh, former Union Minister, 
Shri SreeprakashJaiswal, Shri P.L. Punia, 
MP, Shri R.P.N. Singh, Shri Jitendra 
Prasad, Shri Arun Kumar Singh and Dr. 
Rita Bahuguna Joshi with others.

Withdrawal of stamps 
condemned

Aligarh: For the awareness among the 
farmers, a padyatra was taken out here 
on 19th September, 2015 by the City 
Congress Committee and which was led 
by former MLA Vivek Bansal.

The padyatra started form Dihouli village 
and concluded at Bhankari Ahivasi. The 
yatra, which was organized by Thakur 

Somvir Singh, gathered good response 
from the people, especially the youth.

Shri Bansal while addressing the people 
condemned the Modi government 
for withdrawing postal stamps having 
the photo of Indira Gandhi and Rajiv 
Gandhi.

Memorandum Given
Badot: Uttar Pradesh Mahila Congress 
Committee General Secretary Lata 
Chaudhary led the Congress delegation 
and handed over a memoranda having 
11-point charter of demand to the 
Governor through the SDM to resolve 
the problems of the people.

The demands included issues like the law 
and order situation in the State, payment 
of arrears to cane growers, clearing of 
canals and widow pension.

Also present were Paro, Rekha, Anita, 
Neelam, Seema, Kavita, Jagvira and 
Urvashi.

Protest Dharna, effigy burnt 
against withdrawal of stamps
Lucknow: The City Congress Committee, 
led by District Congress President Shri 
Gaurav Chaudhary, sat on a protest 
dharna at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi 
situated at the Hazaratganj here on 18th 
September, 2015.

The Congressmen, who were protesting 
against the withdrawal of postal stamps 
containing the photos of Indira Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi, later burnt the effigy 
of Modi.

Those who took part  in protest 
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dharna included former MLA Shyam 
Kishore Shukla,  VirendraMadan, 
SubodhSrivastav, Shiv Pandey, Santosh 
Srivastav, SubhashSrivastav, Councilor 
Pradeep Kanojia, Ram SwaroopVerma, 
Anvesh Singh Chauhan, Ram Gopal 
Singh,  K.K.  Shukla,  J.P.  Mishra, 
JagdishBalmiki, R.B. Singh with lot of 
other leaders and office-bearers.

SC Department meeting held

Unnao: The District Congress Scheduled 
Caste Department meeting concluded 
here on 30 September, 2015 at the 
District Congress office. The meeting 
was president over by Hassan Wasif and 
former MP, Smt. AnnuTandon was the 
chief guest.

Addressing the meeting, Smt. Tandon 
said that the Congress governments 
had prepared programmes and policies 
for the Dalit community and appealed 
the Dalit community that it should not 
waste their precious vote and should 
turn back to its old party so that the 
Dalit community could get the benefits. 
She asked the office-bearers of the 
Scheduled Caste Department to fulfill 
their responsibilities and to go among 
the people and spread awareness among 
the people and make the party strong 
and to save the Dalit community from 
being robbed by others and to show that 
Congress works and does not believe in 
boasting.

Former MLA, Hari Prasad Kuneel said 
that the Congress Party started the land 
awareness programme and arranged 

land for the landless. Congress made 
the law for the Schedule Caste people 
so that they may not be exploited. The 
Congress made lots of programmes for 
the upliftment of the Dalit community.

District Congress president, Hassan 
Wasif while addressing the newly 
constituted committee and the Block 
presidents said that the Congress Party 
government after independence had got 
jobs available to the Dalits and the land 
pattas (ownership deed) to them for their 
upliftment. Apart from this, provisions 
were made for their reservation in the 
Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha and the 
BJP indulge in seducing them against the 
Congress whereas only Congress Party 
can do good for the Dalit community.

Congress general secretary Jai Singh 
Rawat said that I have always worked for 
the good of Scheduled Caste and shall 
continue to work so that they could get 
respect.

Scheduled Caste Department president 
Rajiv RatanRajvanshi conducted the 
meeting.

Tributes paid to Mahatma, 
Lal Bahadur

Unnao: District Congress paid tributes 
to the father of the nation Mahatma 
Gandhi and former Prime Minister 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri on their birth 
anniversaries on 2nd October, 2015.

District Congress President HasanWasif 
presided over the function. Pradesh 
Congress general secretary Shri VirPratap 

Singh, City Congress president, Shri 
Amit Shukla, PCC Member K. Kumar 
paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi and 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri by garlanding 
their photos and thereafter spoke about 
them.

Leaders who paid tributes were Hari 
Prasad Kuriel ,  Haji  SayeedIrfan, 
DoodhnathVerma, Sanjay Nigam, K. 
Kumar, R.B. Singh, ArunKushwha, 
Rajiv RatanRajvanshi, Anuraj Singh, 
Dr. Anwar Khursheed, Anup Mehratna, 
ShayamLal Kori, HemandraYadav, 
Md. Saleem, MunniLal, Uday Prakash, 
Jaisingh Rawat with other.

WEST BENGAL
Meeting of INTUC held

Kolkata: The working Committee 
meeting of INTUC, West Bengal branch 
was held here on 22 September, 2015 
under the presidentship of Shri Ramen 
Pandey, president, INTUC, WB branch.

The meeting was held jointly by 
the INTUC and Pradesh Congress 
Committee in which all the party leaders 
across the state were present.

The meeting was held to organize 
movements and agitations to reopen the 
closed and sick industries in the state.

The meeting discussed to oppose 
anti-labour laws and to settle the 
10-point charter of demands of the 
Central government employees and the 
INTUC delegation also handed over a 
memorandum to the State Governor 
on the issues of the labour, the central 
government employees and other issues. v
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Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

K. Kamaraj
Death Anniversary
2nd october

(1903-1975)

Lal Bahadur 
shastri
Birth Anniversary
2nd october

(1904-1966)

Bahadur shah 
Zafar
Birth Anniversary
24th october

(1775-1862)

Utkalmani 
Gopabandhu Das
Birth Anniversary
9th october

(1877-1928)

Vallabhbhai Patel
Birth Anniversary
31st october

(1875-1950)

Annie Besant
Birth Anniversary
1st october

(1847-1933)

hinduism, rurality, humanitarianism and 
democracy. 
Gandhi - A moral socialist 
Gandhiji was a moral socialist, therefore 
he saw the foundations of socialism in 
morality, spiritualism and true religion. It 
could not be achieved through conquest 
of political power, force or bloodshed. It 
must start with the moral regeneration 
of the individual. Expressing his ideas in 
Harijan he said: 
“Socialism’ begins with the first convert, 
if there is one such, you can add zeroes 
to the one and the first zero will account 
for ten and every addition will account 
for ten times the previous number. If 
however, the beginner is a zero, in other 
words, no one makes the beginning 
multiplicity of zeroes will also produce 
zero value. Time and paper occupied in 
writing zeroes will be so much waste.”26

According to Gandhiji, real socialism 
lies in compassion, good will and 
conversion. In India, real socialism 
is to be seen in the very first verse of 
Ishopanishad. Commenting on the birth 
of scientific socialism. he said, “socialism 
was not born with the discovery of 
the misuse of capital by capitalists. 
As I have contended, socialism, even 
communalism, is explicit in the very first 
verse of Ishopanishad. What is true is 
that when some reformers lost faith in 
method of conversion, the technique of 
what is known as scientific socialism was 
born. I am engaged in solving the same 
problem that faces scientific socialists. 
It is true, however, that my approach is 
always and only through unadulterated 
non-violence.”27

Gandhiji did not see any meeting ground 
between the ways of western socialism 
or communism and that of his own. 
“Socialism and communism of the west” 
observed Gandhiji, “are based on certain 
conceptions which are fundamentally 
different from ours.” One such conception 
is their belief in essential selfishness of 
human nature. I don’t subscribe to it 

... continued from page 18 for I know that the essential difference 
between man and the brute is that the 
former can respond to the call of spirit 
in him, can rise superior to the passions 
that he feels in common with the brute 
and therefore, superior to selfishness 
and violence, which belong to the brute 
nature and not to the immortal spirit of 
man.”28 Gandhiji had no faith in coercion 
or violent means for the reconstruction 
of an egalitarian society. He wanted to 
do it through compassion, persuasion 
and conversion. This was the only way 
to abolish the existing inequalities in the 
society. If it is done, neither the wealth 
would be concentrated at one place nor 
would there be a famine.”29

Perhaps this is the best way to take India 
on the path of socialism. The task is well 
taken by Indian National Congress for 
welfare of the people of India. v
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Q. How did you start believing in the Gandhian 
principles?

A. I was born at village Mayali in Rudraprayag in 
1916. The whole country at that time was suffering 
the atrocities of the British rulers and deep revolt was 
developing in the public-mind. But my birth place 
was being crushed under a double imperialism – 
both British, as well as Rajshahi (The Shah Kings). 
Small and large revolts had already taken place in the 
Tehri Kingdom. The youth were affected by these. We 
had family responsibilities too. I became a teacher, 
but kept  contact with Congress activists.

Q. How did you become an active member of the congress?

A. There was a big meeting of the Congress at Srinagar (Pauri) in 1938. 
Big leaders like Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, etc., came. I too attended with my friends. I had a 
deep impact and I became a member of the Congress. Due to being 
active in the movement, I was exiled by Tehri Naresh, Shri Narendra 
Shah. My return-route was blocked, and I came to Dehradun via 
Mussoorie, where I started working with Acharya Nardev Shashtri 
and Master Ramswaroop in the Congress movement. I was arrested 
in 1940 from Saharanpur, from where I was taken to Lahore, Bannoo, 
Kohat, Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Karachi and other jails, till a little before 
independence. In between, I had also run away from the jail, then 
I worked underground, staying with Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan for a 
month in 1945. I consider it a boon that I got to learn from several 
great leaders in the jails. In jail, once I was with Mahatma Gandhi for 
3-4 days in 1944.

Q. Which is your most memorable time?

A. The one month of underground work when I was with Khan Abdul 
Gaffar Khan.

Q. Who is your ideal person?

A. Mahatma Gandhi was a superhuman akin to God. His ideal was 
a mix of all the qualities of Nehruji, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, and Khan 
Abdul Gaffar Khan.

Q. What has been the role of the congress in nation-building?

A. Everything was done by the Congress. The Britishers had sown the 
seeds of communal hatred and left us in a terrible state of violence. 
But the Congress had made a very strongfoundation of democratic 
values of living, that is how it could re-strengthen our unity. Industry, 
education, health, science, all fields were developed from almost 
scratch by the Congress, even though other political parties are trying 
to claim the credit. Today our country is considered a leader in the 
IT Sector, which is the gift of Shri Rajiv Gandhi. Others are trying to 
claim this credit too.

Q. since then,what differences do you find in the congress now?

We have started publishing since July, 2014 issue a series of special interview with the long term grass 
root workers of the Congress Party attached to the party for decades. 

-  Editor

InTERvIEW Of A DEDICATED COngREssMAn
Born in 1916 at Rudraprayag, Freedom fighter Shri Totaram Kala now lives in Dehradun. He is dedicatedly active in 

social work, even at the age of 99 years, and still comes daily to the “Congress Bhavan”.

A. There is a very big difference. Congress is 
a movement, a revolution. At that time this 
movement was working to throw away the burden of 
imperialism of such a strong ruler, in whose regime 
the sun did not set. It was possible only if Congress 
persons fully dedicate all their energies in the mode 
of “Do or Die”, without thinking about their own 
interests. Hence the activists’ dedication reached the 
highest limits, where they thought of nothing but 
the country. That is not so now. After independence 
this movement also changed to one towards holistic 
development and national unity. That complete 

dedication cannot be searched for now, nor is it practicable. Also, 
Congress is a political party, and has a political party’s limitations. 
But the thought process needed for holistic development of the whole 
country, and the experience, capability, and the purity of intention 
necessary for this is only with the Congress today. Only the tenets 
and policies of the Congress can maintain the continuation of our 
nations’ development, and keep our unity intact. This is of paramount 
importance for us in the present context. It is true that Congress 
had reached very bad times, but our activists are awakening again, 
the effect of which is also visible. It is also a fact that there is good 
governance in states with Congress governments. Now I am able to 
see only my state Uttarakhand, where very good work is being done. 
It needs to be realized that the Congress needs to be strengthened for 
the nations’ good future.

Q. What according to you needs to be done to re-strengthen the 
congress?

A. The organization needs to be made very strong specially among 
the young, whose percentage is the highest amongst the voters. The 
youth is not aware of our history. Also, since a long time the opposing 
parties, specially organizations affiliated to the Sangh, have been 
misrepresenting history in a preplanned manner. The knowledge of 
history that the youth have is highly confused and twisted. The BJP 
has also been trying to take the credit of development oriented plans 
started by the Congress, as well as popular icons of Congress are 
being usurped by them. So it is very necessary that the true history, 
our fight for freedom, sagas of all-sacrificing Congress leaders, etc. 
be propagated in a condensed effort, starting from school-going 
children. Books, magazines, documentaries, plays, village-level 
sports events, youth centers, etc. will be effective. The youth has not 
yet accepted adjustments with tenets, social-service centers run by 
pro-Congress organizations will help.

Q. What were your interests other than the Congress?

A. I always liked seeing new places, specially meeting people from 
different areas. I have travelled from Kanyakumari to Kashmir, and 
from Punjab to the North-East. v
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The All India Mahila Congress 
congratulates the members of the newly 
constituted national executive of AIMC 
and newly appointed State Presidents of 
Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Maharashtra 
and West Bengal. 

On 3rd September 2015, All India 
Mahila Congress President Smt. Shobha 
Oza attended a protest demonstration 
in Warangal District, against the 
Telangana State Government which 
was organized by Smt. Nerela Sharada, 
President, Telangana Pradesh Mahila 
Congress. About 2000 Mahila Congress 
functionaries participated in the same. 

MAhILA COngREss

President of Odisha PMC Smt. Sashmita 
Behera organized a Mahila Congress 
meeting in Bhuwaneshwar on 11th 
September 2015 which was addressed by 
AIMC President Smt. Shobha Oza. 

On 22nd September 2015, AIMC 
President attended a meeting of State 
office bearers of the Karnataka PMC 
alongwith District Mahila Congress 
Presidents which was held at the PCC 
office, Bangalore. The meeting was 
organized by Smt. Lakshmi Hebbalkar, 
President Karnataka PMC. 

The year-long celebrations of 125th Birth 

nurtures the established traditions and 
values. BJP wants to follow the principles 
of Manusmriti which is 2000 years old. 
For them, Charak Samhita is the last 
book on medical sciences. What can be 
funnier than this?

It wants to make Indian society based on a 
specific religion. No Hindu organization 
has the answer of the status of women 
and how the caste based equations will 
be sorted out? As far as economic policy 
is concerned, the rightists have no any 
clear idea. In fact, they are divided on 
this issue. The demands of Swadeshi 
Jagran Manch and the economic policies 
of the government are just opposite. The 
ministers of the Modi government often 
go before RSS functionaries and present 
their report-card. It is totally against 
the norms of democratic principles 
and provisions of our constitution. The 
intention of the Modi government in 
selecting Smriti Irani as HRD minister 
is basically to implement indirectly the 

... continued from page 27... continued from page 23

PM Modi’s priority: saffronisation of Education and Communal 
Intolerence

Anniversary of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru was 
celebrated by all the State units of Mahila 
Congress with much fanfare. Various 
programmes like Seminars, Essay & 
Recitation Competition, Drawing 
and Painting Competitions, Sports 
were organized, especially in schools 
and the response was overwhelming. 
In many districts across the country, 
these programs were organized for 
disadvantaged and differently-abled 
children.  

Massive demonstrations were held and 
effigies of Narendra Modi were burnt by 
the Mahila Congress units throughout 
the country, to register protest against 
the anti-poor policies of the Central 
Government and its failure to control 
the constantly increasing prices of 
commodity items of everyday use like 
pulses, edible oils, vegetables, onion, etc,  
that have gone beyond the reaches of 
common-men. v

(Dr. shobhna shah)

agenda set by RSS. The books based on 
RSS agenda and being taught to children 
are in fact useless and rotten. They are 
challenging specially NCERT books 
which are known far and wide for its 
objectivity, scientific approach, analysis 
and reasoning. They are of the opinion 
that these books don’t educate children 
but on the contrary corrupt them. 
For them, the purpose of education is 
that students should accept religious, 
mythical and cultural assumptions 
without questioning them. This type of 
thinking is against humanity and anti-
progressive. For this, the Nyas has formed 
a commission. It is unique in the sense 
that for the first time a commission has 
been formed by a non- government 
organization. Through it, RSS is trying to 
pressurize the central government so that 
the process of saffronisation of education 
can be accelerated. v

Prof. Dr. Ram Lakhan Meena, Vice-
President, Vichaar Manch, Rajasthan Pradesh 

Committee, Jaipur

and innovations in agriculture became 
possible and led to independence in 
food production. At the same time, the 
decision to conduct First Nuclear Test 
in Pokharan and ensuring participation 
with Soviet Union in space related 
programmes motivated young 
generation towards scientific activities 
as is visible in the popularity gained by   
Rakesh Sharma.

It may be argued that Indira Gandhi 
played most important role in changing 
socio-economic structure and culture 
from above &below. Due to this reason, 
Indira Gandhi enjoyed immense 
popularity across various sections 
of society, and she will always be 
remembered for scientific approach and 
institution building. Therefore, Indira 
Gandhi will always remain an Icon of 
liberation for masses of India. v

Author is a Former President, 
FEDCUTA&DUTA

Indira gandhi: 
Icon of Liberation for Masses
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 AICC DIARy

Anti LABoUR stePs tAKen  
By tHe moDi-GoVt.

spokesperson: Dr. Abhishek manu singhvi: He said that the BJP 
Government led by Shri Narendra Modi talks about  ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikaas’; but this slogan remains hollow when 15 Crore 
Labourers of the country are on a Nationwide Strike called by 10 
most prominent Trade Unions of India.
The Government has utterly failed to engage with them and the 
obstinacy on part of the government that has led to this stalemate. 
Trade Unions as also the working people and labour are an essential 
part of our democratic system and no development or growth can 
be meaningful unless it is inclusive of the labour.
The Indian National Congress stands in solidarity with the 
trade unions striking against the anti-labour steps taken by this 
government. Utter apathy and mindless quest to change labour laws 
to the disadvantage of workers and undue advantage of a few crony 
industrialists, characterizes this Government’s attitude.  
The Indian National Congress demands that the justified demands 
of the trade unions and workers be looked into immediately and a 
solution found at the earliest.

 WAiVinG oFF mAt
Dr. Singhvi also spoke about the decision of the BJP Government 
to waive-off Minimum Alternate tax liability of Rs. 40,000 Crores 
owned by foreign firms and raised questions to be answered by the 
Prime Minister and the Finance Minister. 
Abhishek Singhvi said that this (MAT) is an important issue, 
because the recognition of the BJP government has become the 
government of the suit and boot right from the beginning, it has 
become the government of the crony capitalism. I just want to give 
an example about this suit-boot government and crony capitalism 
government which is focusing toward the high class.
One example about MAT, Minimum Alternate Tax, this in itself 
is not an issue because this is applicable only to those Indian 
companies who showed zero profit during the 10-15 years.
Now the issue is that a demand was raised by the ITO’s against 
those foreign investors for imposing MAT Capital gains, if their 
office was out of India in a foreign country. If the notice is given 
beforehand then there are two alternatives. One, that the CBDT 
should individually take the decision and secondly, giving them time 
of two Budgets, and be dropped from any one of them. Wednesday, 
2nd September, 2015.

one RAnK one Pension
Shri A.K. Antony, former Defence Minister of India and Shri Kapil 
Sibal, former Union Minister have made the following statement: 
“Modi government has disappointed 30 lakh ex-servicemen by its 
lopsided diabolical dilution of ‘One Rank One Pension’ (OROP). 
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and his government have 
ridiculed the ex-servicemen and the entire country by this 
capricious decision. Regrettably, Defence Minister, Shri Manohar 
Parrikar misled the Nation, resorted to petty politicking and 

undesired chest thumping and self-aggrandizement. No wonder 
that the beneficiaries i.e. our 30 lakh ex-servicemen have decided 
to reject BJP government’s decision on OROP.
Modi government cannot overturn the historical facts vis-à-vis 
rapid enhancement of ex-servicemen’s pension culminating into 
implementation of OROP by previous Congress government.
Following facts may be noted in this regard:-
(i) Between 2004 to 2012,  Congress government increased 

ex-servicemen’s pension on three occasions leading to a net 
financial outflow of Rs.7,000 crore. This immensely benefited 
ex-servicemen and bridged the pension gap.

(ii) On 17th February, 2014; the then Congress Finance Minister, 
Shri P. Chidambaram announced acceptance of One Rank 
One Pension w.e.f. Ist April, 2014. An initial sum of Rs.500 
crore was allocated in the interim budget with a clear cut 
undertaking in the budget speech that all additional funds, 
as required, would be allocated during the year.

(iii)  On 26th February, 2014; Defence Minister, Shri A.K. Antony 
chaired the meeting and decided to implement the principle of 
‘One Rank One Pension’ for all ranks of Defence Forces from 
the financial year 2014-15. Saturday, 5th September, 2015

stAte DisAsteR ReLieF FUnD
spokesperson: shri Abhishek manu singhvi: He said that today is 
the first anniversary of the flood in Jammu and Kashmir. People of 
Jammu and Kashmir with the hope of expectation and people with 
dreams and exhausted are still waiting for the relief and resettlement 
package, which was promised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
his aspiration to complete Mission 44 during the elections. Because 
of the hollowness of the promise of Prime Minister Modi, and the 
unsuccess of the PDP-BJP government, the ‘Kashmir economic 
alliance’, the traders of the valley have announced for the Bandh.
The people of Kashmir feel as if cheated, the way, after the floods, 
the Prime Minister and the PDP administration had shown their 
interest has now seems broken. In fact, the PDP-BJP government 
at that time had turned down the demand of Rs. 44000 crore by 
the NC-Congress government and announced a much bigger relief 
and resettlement package. The announcement by Prime Minister 
Modi, Central government and by the PDP-BJP government about 
relief and resettlement package was hollow, which is as follows:-
1. The first installment of relief package of Rs. 1602 crore came 

with a condition that this amount will be added to the 90% of 
the State Disaster Relief Fund (SDRF). Jammu and Kashmir 
only had Rs. 1059 crores in the SDRF. Therefore, only Rs. 43 
crore was granted.

2. Indian government handed over a bill of Rs. 500 crores to the 
State for carrying out relief work by the Army and the Air Force.

3. The second installment of relief came in the shape of Rs. 770 
crores. Out of this Rs. 570 crores was for building pucca houses, 
in which Rs. 75000 was for the total destruction of concrete 
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houses and Rs. 3800 per unit for partial damage was to be 
given. In Kashmir, the charges to clear debris of one house was 
between Rs. 30 thousand to Rs. 40 thousand, thus the relief or 
Rs. 75 thousand was very less.

4. After this, top central ministers under the directive of Shri Arun 
Jaitely a much pampered press conference was held. In this, 
announcement of relief and resettlement package of Rs. 1667 
crores was made. It is surprising that of the Rs. 1667, Rs. 838 
was adjusted against Prime Minister Reconstruction Scheme.

It is not surprising that the people of Jammu and Kashmir have 
collected as the ‘Kashmir Economic Alliance’ and have announced 
the bandh in Kashmir Valley. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
his government have become habitual offender in turning down the 
promises that were made during the Assembly elections. We request 
the Prime Minister to understand the pain of the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir and give them proper relief and resettlement package.
On the one side people of Jammu and Kashmir are fed up of Modi 
governments’ ruthlessness, on the other the PDP-BJP government 
has imposed a unique tax on devotees flying to Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine with 12.5% service tax, the order of which was made on 2nd 
September, 2015.
The Modi government have weakened the One Rank, One Pension 
Scheme for 30 lakh ex-servicemen and have put them in jeopardy. 
There is a lot of confusion on One Rank, One Pension.
The Prime Minister should not play with the sentiments of our 
soldiers and instead of taking one-sided decisions should make 
polices after consulting experienced people and find a permanent 
solution for One Rank, One Pension Scheme. Monday, 7th 
September, 2015

ReseRVAtion to DALits in PRomotions
Former Union minister Kapil sibal’s statement: He said that 
the BJP has always looked upon the issue of emancipation of the 
Dalits from behind the political spectacles. Looking at the coming 
Assembly elections in Bihar, they want to make the Dailt community 
happy by promoting them. Why, this has happened all of a sudden? 
The Party of the high caste since beginning has started talking about 
the absolution of Dalits? Shri Modi is talking about his ancestors in 
his speeches and the RSS in Bihar is launching many schemes for 
this community. This is the same RSS, which had once said, “that 
after the Vedas the most reverend book is of Manu” and this is 
the base of our Indian literature and religious progress. Galwalkar 
had said that Manu was the greatest and most intelligent person 
of the human race who was the law-maker. In 1950, the RSS while 
opposing the Indian Constitution had demanded that the law of 
Manu should be made the law of India.
It is interesting to note that Modiji had said so in his Lok Sabha 
election speech that the coming decade will be the decade of the 
Dalits but in the 2014 manifesto of the BJP, no mention of fulfilling 
this announcement was made. Friday, 11th September, 2015

moDi HAs FAiLeD As An mP
spokesperson: Dr. shakeel Ahmad: He said to the media that 
Prime Minister of the country went to his Lok Sabha constituency 
in the capacity of an MP. In a matter of environment Quyoto used to 
be the protocol and which was related to Varanasi. It is not known 
wheather Prime Minister saw it or not hat it has become Quoyoto 
or not. But the people of Varanasi definitely will not be agreeing 
with this fact but will be sad. Prime Minister should accept his 

failure, accept it as an MP.
He tried to hoodwink the people of Varanasi. He is trying to 
hoodwink the people of this country sicne last more than one year 
since last May 26, 2014. Today he tried to hoodwink the people 
of Varanasi also.
The mastery that he has in packaging and repackaging, he again 
mentioned about the genral scheme he said that 18 crore accounts 
have been opened. Telling this thing and accepting that during our 
time they were opened with honour. 24 crore accounts were opened 
that time. On every issue PM Modi has proved unsuccessful. Friday, 
18th September, 2015

 encRyPtion PoLicy
spokesperson: shri Randeep singh surjewala: He said that 
subjugation of individual freedom, surveillance of the citizen and 
suppression of dissent has become the DNA of Shri Narendra 
Modi-led BJP Government. The draft policy on encryption issued 
by the Departments of Electronics & Information Technology, first 
circulated, then amended within 24 hours and then withdrawn 
within hours thereafter with a rider for reissuing proves the 
totalitarian misconceived and failed attempt of Modi Government 
to over-ride right of freedom of expression and individual liberty 
as also the right of privacy of communication.
Shri Surjewala further said contrary to the stated objective of the 
Encryption Policy of Government of India of creating a security 
environment and ensuring secured transactions, all that Modi 
Government wanted to do was to ensure 24x7 surveillance of the 
individuals particularly the large amount of young in this country 
introduce a Licence-cum-Registration Raj since all encrypted 
products were required to be registered and actually it would have 
counterproductive because it would have forced India into an anti-
encryption regime making it stand out in the IT world in isolation.
Shri Surjewala added that in the last 16 months one after the other 
repeated sinister attempts have been made by Modi Government 
to control, subjugate and suppress the individual liberty.
We hope that he will bring any such policy would bring 
the Article 21 taking into account the fundamental rights. Tuesday, 
22nd September, 2015.

PoLitics oF PoLiticAL RiVALRy
statement of shri Ghulam nabi Azad, Lo the opposition (Rajya 
sabha) : The hatred of Prime Minister Narendra Modi towards 
Congress and its leaders has attained such a height that he ordered 
CBI raids simultaneously at eleven places against India’s most senior 
Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Shri Virbhadra Singh at his 
house in Shimla and other places.
The politics has reached such a low level by Shri Modi, that he got 
the raid conducted at the house of Shri Virbhadra Singh at such 
a time when the marriage of her eldest daughter Meenakshi was 
taking place. On the one side bride and the bridegroom with all the 
relatives were going to the temple, on the other, Modi government 
for their personal rivalry got the house of Shri Virbhadra Singh 
raided by the CBI. Modi government in his political duel has 
forgotten India’s culture, that the wedding of the daughter is not 
obstructed in our country. This is inhuman, cruel and in motivated 
by revenge which only suits Narendra Modi.
Indian National Congress has strongly condemned this nefarious 
act by Shri Narendra Modi and the BJP, who are using the CBI 
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against their political opponents. This fascist attitude is not a healthy 
sign and is dangerous for the democracy. We are against Narendra 
Modi and his associates against their dictatorial, autocratic and 
their politics of revenge and their biased politics, our opposition 
has become more strong.
Some months ago, the BJP government through the CBI had started 
primary investigation in a false case against Shri Virbhadra Singh, 
so that the attention of the people was diverted from the Modigate 
and their Chief Ministers and their leaders involved in Corruption, 
Vyapam Scandal, Chhattisgarh PDS Scandal, Chhattisgarh Bank 
Scandal, Rajasthan mining scandal, Maharashtra’s Chikki and 
Tender scandal, fake degree scandal and many other cases.
The allegations filed against Shri Virbhadra Singh are not new. The 
same allegations about his income tax was raised in 2012 during 
the assembly elections to spoil the image of Shri Virbhadra Singh, 
when he was canvassing for the Congress Party so that the Congress 
could be stopped from winning the elections. The BJP raised lot of 
hue and cry and made false canvassing. Bu the people of the state 
understood this move of the BJP and made Congress victorious 
with huge majority.
Shri Virbhadra Singh has already given his income tax details to 
the concerned officers and the income tax officers are carrying 
out investigations at various levels. His agriculture income issue 
is pending in the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. On the money 
laundering issue the authority of investigation first went to 
Himachal Pradesh High Court and is presently pending in the 
Supreme Court. Saturday, 26th September, 2015.

constitUtionAL PRocess in nePAL
spokesperson Dr. Abhishek manu singhvi: He said Nepal and 
India relations have always been not only extremely cordial but 
really deep, abiding and intimate and each should and does treat 
itself as an extension of the other. In that context, the Congress 
Party thinks that it is extremely unfortunate, sad and indeed gravely 
detrimental to National and public interest of both countries to see 
what is happening in the current context in Nepal. 
We call upon the Government to show the requisite diplomatic 
finesse and certainty to deal with such serious issues which are 
of vital strategic importance to the two countries. We deem it 
unfortunate and express our dismay that this is the state of affairs 
despite two visits by no less than the Indian Prime Minister to that 
country in the short span of one year apart from several visits by 
both the Foreign Minister and the Foreign Secretary. It is time that 
immediate, urgent and comprehensive action was taken in respect 
of these two time-tested and steadfast friends. You know and you 
are aware that, on the one hand, the Madhesis and the Janjatis - the 
Tribals - believe that there has been discrimination and ignoring 
of their point of view in the new Constitutional process in Nepal. 

On the other hand, appeals for fair play from within Nepal to these 
segments and appeals for fair play for these segments from India are 
being also misunderstood and treated as big brotherly treatment 
by India or interference in Nepal’s internal affairs. I think there is 
a urgent need for the Government of India at the Diplomatic and 
the Executive Governmental level to finesse and balance fully these 
delicate issues. Dialogue is the only way forward and we call upon 
the Prime Minister to pay urgent attention and immediate need to 
the relationship with neighbours.
Lastly, we say all this because for over 65 years, largely through 
Congress regimes we have developed, cultivated and nurtured very 
warm and strategic ties. Warm at the emotional level but strategic 
at all other levels with all neighbours and Nepal in particular and 
if we see that being diluted or decapitated, then obviously we are 
extremely concerned and must express our dismay. 

ZeRo toLeRAnce AGAinst teRRoR 
Dr. Singhvi said that he wishes to make one brief point about the 
issues of the conviction which you saw today by an appropriate 
Special Court on the MACOCA side regarding the terrible, 
horrendous, heinous dastardly events of July 2006 more colloquially 
referred to as the 7/11 things on the local trains in Mumbai. Although 
we are now some 8 or 9 years away from the event and memories have 
dimmed, we must rewind and recall that terrible terror, the absolute 
disgust which this heinous act evoked at that time.
We are happy that the then Government - the Congress 
Government of Maharashtra at that time under Late Shri Vilasrao 
Deshmukh took pointed, precise and prompt action, first of all, 
at the investigation stage and then in the actual prosecution. We 
are happy and we welcome the fact that within eight odd years, 
the Trial Court has been able to arrive at a primary conclusion. 
You will recollect that this whole process was done on a priority 
basis by all agencies of the State and wherever required the Central 
Government, taking the strongest and the quickest steps both in 
the investigation and in the prosecution - very large of witnesses 
were examined and subsequently in Dr. Manmohan Singh and 
the Pakistan’s meetings in Cuba in September 2006 which was 
sometimes after the July 2006 dastardly events of Mumbai, a joint 
anti-terrorism mechanism was inaugurated and the former Prime 
Minister has said several times and I quote “that this remains the 
litmus test of Pakistan’s commitment “- namely the joint anti-terror 
mechanism. So, we believe that the Congress Party which has always 
stood for Zero tolerance against terror has always combined the 
right balance of stern pragmatic inflexible action against terrorists 
and terrorism through the processes of law and combined it with 
appropriate dialogue to ensure that the large issue does not get 
into a sulk. I think in that context, the Congress Party recalls and 
expresses its happiness and satisfaction that one stage has come to 
fruition and conclusion. v


