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The anti farmer amendments being sought by the BJP led NDA in the Land Reforms bill are condemnable 
and not acceptable to all right thinking political parties and least of all to the Congress party. The BJP which 
was a party to passing this bill when it became law has decided, once it assumed power to work in the 

interest of the rich and the powerful who have exploited the land resources of the country. The PM says, land 
is required for setting up Defence related projects. The Cantonments all over the country are full of vacant land 
parcels which can be suitably employed for such projects. What about the huge land resources with the Railways 
and other Government departments? Without having carried an audit of surplus land resources with Government 
departments, to make a sweeping statement that the security concerns of the country will not get addressed if the 
farmers’ consent is required in the manner set out in the earlier bill is deceiving the poor people of the country. The 
UPA Bill recognised the need for transparency, compensation, rehabilitation and the consent of the farmers. All 
these have been dropped through the amendments issued by the NDA. The Congress President has decided to lead 
the crusade against the Government’s anti democratic attitude at the cost of the vast multitude of poor farmers. Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi led a march of Members of Parliament from 14 political parties to the President of India to lodge their 
protest in writing. In a reply to social activist Anna Hazare Smt. Gandhi said that she agreed that the amendments 
sought in the Parliament were anti farmer and said that on behalf of the Congress that it would continue to oppose 
the draft legislation at every forum available.

Just like the dreams sold to the country by the Prime Minister for winning the 2014 General Election the Budget 
2015 is also an exercise of commitments for the future. Whatever little that is there in the budget leans heavily in the 
favour of the corporate class and the better off people in the country. The Universal increase in the service tax adds to 
the cost of every commodity in the country and adds to the woes of the less fortunate. It has become a habit with the 
NDA to blame the UPA Government for all its failures. The current state of the economy which is on the upswing is 
not a result of the BJP led NDA which has till so far not carried out any reform to boost the economy but the inertia 
of the achievements of the Congress led UPA. The Motto of the UPA planning was always based on the principal of 
inclusive growth. The thrust areas of UPA planning included issues such as Education, Health, Women and Child 
Development the budget provisions for which have been reduced. The common man is no longer the focal point 
for development. The so called Big Bang reforms also which were being touted in all the international forums by 
the PM have now been relegated to the background with a statement that such reforms are only instituted when the 
economy is in dire straits. So what is the UPA being blamed for. Its achievements? By adopting a different technique 
of calculating GDP the FM is patting his own back. Of course he is being naïve if he believes that the international 
business community cannot see through his designs. The basic parameters which make for growth are showing 
marginal increase from previous years. Over all this budget has been a damp squib whereby the Investment climate 
of the country has remained stagnant.

The unholy alliance of the BJP and PDP in Jammu & Kashmir both professed to have a diametrically opposite 
ideology is fraught with danger to the country. The way the PDP has evolved over the last decade is that it has 
become a separatist party and this is reflected in the actions and statements of their leaders just on the advent of the 
new Government. The BJP has risked the future of the region with this greed to have a Government in J & K.

The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi led a strong attack on the NDA Government for ignoring the 
commitments made to Andhra Pradesh during the creation of the new state of Telengana. A commitment made 
by the then Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh on 20th February, 2014 that Andhra Pradesh would be granted 
special category status which was later approved by Cabinet and directions issued to Planning Commission has not 
been implemented. This is despite the fact there is TDP-BJP alliance both at the state and Centre. She shared the 
anguish of the people of Andhra Pradesh and expressed her solidarity to get the people their promised due.

The unfortunate attempt of tainting the image of the World renowned Economist and a leader respected for his 
honesty and uprightness the world over, by attempting to involve him in the matter of coal mine allotments has been 
strongly condemned by the Congress Party and others. Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi led a march of senior 
leaders to the residence of Dr. Manmohan Singh from the party headquarters to reassure him that the Party stood 
solidly behind him and to assure him that it had full faith in his sagacity and honesty. Smt. Gandhi said the party 
would support him ‘with all our means at our command’.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi completed 17 years as Congress President on the 12th March, 2015. There has been no precedent 
of any person holding the position of the Congress President for 17 years in the 130 years history of the Grand 
Old Party. Smt. Gandhi has led the party earlier at a time when it was passing through a turmoil and restored it to 
its primacy. Once again she will lead the party in the fight against anti incumbency and falsehood spread by the 
opposition to bring the party to its deserved glory. v
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The episode of trying to collect personal information on Congress Vice 

President and a host of other leaders of political parties is another example 

of ineptitude of the NDA government. First of all, such information is 

available through the Passport, Aadhaar card and information available 

with the parliamentary secretariat for not only Rahul but all other elected 

representatives.  Secondly if this is a routine exercise it has never been 

handled in such a slip shod manner.   It must have been handled discreetly 

earlier since no one seems to know about this.  It is therefore not easy to 

believe that this is a casual matter and there could be some design to 

this.  Maybe,  since the Gujarat model has been adopted by the Prime 

Minister and there have been known instances where on the instructions 

of the then CM and now PM surveillance was mounted upon unknowing 

people, such information gathering has become necessary.  To keep this 

kind of surveillance on political opponents reeks of dictatorial behavior 

which is the hall mark of the PM.  It is a clear cut intrusion into a 

person’s personal liberty and privacy.  That Rajiv jis mortal remains were 

identified by the shoes he was wearing is a laughable and poor defense 

for the nature of information which is being asked for as mooted by the 

spokesperson of the BJP. All political activists must condemn this in an 

unequivocal manner and raise their voice to stop India becoming a police 

state under the ruling NDA Government.
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CP’s Address

Madam Speaker, thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to speak. 

It is good that the Modi-NDA Government has taken the 
initiative to enhance the number of MLCs in the Legislative 
Council of Andhra Pradesh from 50 to 58 through the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganization Amendment Bill, 2015. 

However, I wonder why the same sense of urgency is not seen 
in fulfilling other key commitments made to the people of 
Andhra Pradesh. They have, after all, been waiting now for the 
last nine months. 

While fulfilling the long-pending demand for the formation 
of a separate State of  Telangana, the Indian National 
Congress was equally and strongly committed to protecting 
and promoting the interest of the successor State of Andhra 
Pradesh and to ensuring its rapid development. That is why we 
had provided a comprehensive package in the Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganization Act itself. In addition, Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
the then Prime Minister of India, had committed on the floor 
of the Rajya Sabha on 20th February 2014 that the successor 
State of Andhra Pradesh will be granted special category 
status. On 1st March 2014, the UPA Cabinet approved this 
important decision and directed the Planning Commission to 
implement it. 

But it is disappointing to find that the Modi - NDA Government 
has not shown any interest in fulfilling these commitments. 
This is even more perplexing given the fact that the BJP and 
the TDP are in coalition both at the Centre and in the State. 

The Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act provided for financial 
assistance to the successor State of Andhra Pradesh to meet 
the gap in the State revenues in the financial year 2015-2016. 
The State of Andhra Pradesh is presently facing a huge revenue 
deficit, which is adversely impacting it and its people. To make 
matters worse, the recommendations of the 14th Finance 

Commission have not done full justice to the needs of the State.  

The Act also provided for taxing Centres to promote industrial 
development. But unfortunately, so far, no tangible measures 
have been announced. 

The Polavaram Project is crucial for the future of Andhra 
Pradesh. It must be implemented with urgency and with 
complete regard to environmental sustainability and with full 
sensitivity to the re-settlement and rehabilitation of all the 
affected families.  Polavaram has already been declared, as 
we all know, a national project.   It must get off the ground 
immediately. This is, after all, a Government of India project.

Like every other State, Andhra Pradesh must have its own 
and grand Capital.   For this too, we have committed financial 
support from the Centre. Therefore, adequate resources have 
to keep flowing to the State for its Capital. Sadly, I have to say, 
here too, nothing substantial has yet been provided.

In addition to this, many other commitments such as sanction 
of the Railway zone to Andhra Pradesh, the Vizag-Chennai 
Industrial Corridor, a steel factory in YSR Kadapa District, 
a petro-chemical refinery, a Petroleum University and the 
development of the Dugarajapatnam Port, all of these still 
remain only on paper. 

The people of Andhra Pradesh are deeply anguished over the 
apathy being shown to them by this Government. Nine long 
months have gone by and they are beginning to feel that they 
are being taken for granted. I had written to the Prime Minister 
twice, first in June 2014 and again in February 2015 requesting 
him to speed up the implementation of the commitments that 
we all collectively made to the people of Andhra Pradesh when 
Parliament approved its reorganization in February 2014.

Through you, I urge the Prime Minister to give his personal 
and immediate attention to this most important and urgent 
matter. v

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s speech on  Andhra Pradesh Reorganization (Amendment) Bill  
in Lok Sabha on 17th March, 2015

We all collectively made 
Commitments to the people 
of Andhra Pradesh
While fulfilling the long-pending demand for the 
formation of a separate State of  Telangana, the 
Indian National Congress was equally and strongly 
committed to protecting and promoting the interest 
of the successor State of Andhra Pradesh and to 
ensuring its rapid development.
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New delhi: A day after former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh was summoned in the coal scam case, the Congress went 
on the offensive.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi and more than 100 
party Seniorsleaders walked in a large group to former Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh’s residence in a striking show 
of solidarity after a court summons to him in a coal scam case 
on 12th March, 2015.

“He is known not just in India but throughout the world as 
a person of integrity and probity. We offer our unstinting 
support and are fully behind him. We shall fight this not only 
legally but with all our means at our command,” Smt. Gandhi, 
expressing outrage, told news reporters outside the former 
Prime Minister’s residence.

“We have no doubt whatsoever that he will be vindicated,” she 
asserted.

Congress leaders gathered at the party headquarters before 
walking down the road to Dr. Manmohan Singh’s home.

Party leaders who reached Dr. Singh’s residence were greeted 
by the former Prime Minister and his wife, Gursharan Kaur. In 
a short meeting, Ms. Gandhi emphasized the need to support 
Dr. Singh with all the resources at their command; in turn, he 
thanked Ms. Gandhi and the party for their faith in him.

If this gesture of solidarity with Dr. Manmohan Singh was a 
political act that galvanised the party on 12th March, 2015, 
the Congress party will take appropriate decision in the wake 
of consultations in the party  and is analyzing the order and 
even on a first reading there appears to be gaping illegal 
irregularities. Despite the CBI saying there is no prosecutable 
evidence, such an order has been passed. This itself is a major 
ground for challenging the order.”

The Congress president has missed the last few days of 

‘We are Fully Behind Manmohan Singh,’ Says Sonia 
Gandhi After Walk of Support for former PM
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, other party leaders march to Manmohan Singh’s residence in solidarity

Parliament because of viral fever and her silence was noticed 
on 11th March, 2015, after a special CBI court summoned Dr. 
Manmohan Singh as an accused in a case linked to the illegal 
allocation of coal mining rights.

“I am upset, but this is a part of life. The truth will prevail,” Dr 
Singh told reporters.

Former Union Minister Shri P. Chidambaram   also a top 
lawyer   said in a statement: “The CBI, after recording Dr. 
Singh’s statement, concluded that there were no grounds to 
initiate criminal proceedings against him. We respect our 
judicial system, we respect our judges. But I may point out 
that, in the past, Courts have taken a misstep and stumbled. 
I am confident … the Court itself will review its decision and 
drop the proceedings against Dr. Manmohan Singh.”

Earlier, addressing journalists, Ms. Gandhi stressed the party’s 
“unstinted support” for Dr. Singh. “We will fight this legally 
with all the means at our command. I am sure we will be 
vindicated.”

Former Union Law Minister M. Veerappa Moily described the 
summons to Dr. Singh as reflective of a “crisis of law for this 
country,” something senior BJP leaders had said on Wednesday 
off the record. v
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Protest MArCh

requests President not to allow government’s 
amendments

New delhi : In a move that has unnerved the Modi 
government, Members of Parliament from 14 Opposition 
parties put up a united front against the NDA’s proposed 
land law and marched from Parliament house to Rashtrapati 
Bhawan on 17th March evening.

The protest march took the stiff resistance to the Bill from 
inside Parliament and brought it to full public glare on the 
street, albeit the heavily sanitised Raisina Hill. The MPs, 
led by Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi, marched 
out of Parliament shouting “Take back the black law.” Smt. 
Gandhi said the Opposition had “requested the President to 
intervene and not allow the government to go ahead with 
the amendments.”

The Opposition parties petitioning the President assumes 
increased significance since the government is mulling re-
promulgation of the December 2014 land ordinance in case 
the Bill is not passed by the Rajya Sabha. Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said the Opposition would not allow the Bill to be passed 

in the Upper House where the BJP-led ruling alliance is in 
a minority.

“All progressive, secular and democratic forces are 
determined to defeat the Modi government’s design to 
promote divisions and social disharmony,” Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi told reporters. “We are here to oppose the 
government’s amendments to the right to fair compensation 
and transparency in land acquisition law.”

The government tried to put up a brave front in the face 
of the protest that saw archrivals such as the Left and the 
Trinamool Congress unite against the government. “All 
parties are together today. This is a historic march. I hope 
the Modi government is watching this march,” TMC leader 
Derek O’Brien said. The BSP, BJD and the AIADMK did 
not join the march. “The BSP is with the Opposition, but 
said it would not be a part of the march,” a senior Congress 
leader said.

The march had come as a booster for the Congress party’s 
morale as it was able to rally Opposition parties around the 
land Bill, said party leaders present on the occasion. v

UnITED OPPOSITIOn TAkES OUT MARCh
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I have to ask a particular question from this government. 
Sir, on 2nd March, 2015, an ASI of the Delhi Special 
Branch went to the official residence of Shri Rahul 

Gandhi at 12, Tughlaq Lane with a performa, which is 
with me. Thirty five years ago I first became a Member of 
Parliament. In these 35 years I was in many ministries.

Around 1986, I was incharge of Punjab and since then I 
have remained in ‘Z’ and ‘Z+’ category. I did not see such 
a performa, which today is being said is for protecties. 
This performa, I do not understand for a person who is of 
‘Z+’ category and who is a SPG protecti, suddenly why is 
this performa given? Shri Rahul Gandhi is not a new SPG 
proctecti, when his father was the Prime Minister since 
then till date he is an SPG proctecti, till then any police, 
Delhi Police, Special Branch did not feel the requirement 
of this performa to go and record his complexion, how is 
his hair, what kind of clothes 
he wears, what are size of his 
shoes, I do not understand 
where is the question of this 
size of his shoes linked to 
a politician and a protecti, 
what are his phone numbers, 
what are his habits, what 
does he eat and drink, whom 
does he meet, who are his 
friends, who are associates, 
his aides, what are their 
telephone numbers.

I do not understand whether 
this kind of performa is for 
the democracy of India. I see 
in the newspapers today that 
a list in which the names 
of three hundred, four 
hundred, five hundred, six 
hundred people appeared. 
I would like to tell that on 
14th March, two senior 
officers Additional DCP 
Shri Jatin Narhwal and ACP 
Shri Anees Rai had gone 

IN PArlIAMeNt house

SPyInG In ThE nAME OF EnqUIRy!

to his residence. This time these two 
officers started gathering information 
about his associate and about them. 
Why this, I do not understand? Here, 
the leader of the House is present, the 
Communication Minister is present, 
Parliamentary Affairs Ministers is 
present, Forest Environment Minister 
is present and other ministers are 
present, I want to ask the government 
that this kind of enquiry, be it for 
Rahul Gandhi or leaders of any political party, whether 
he be from our party or any other party sitting here or 
sitting in the other House, is a kind of spying? Does this 
government want to create fear for the leaders of political 
parties, threaten them and want to put pressure on them so 

that if the leaders of political 
parties raise their voice, 
whether it is in the House or 
outside the House, then the 
Central Government would 
adopt any kind of means to 
threat and create fear for 
those political rivals? This 
is not a police State? India 
is proud of its democracy, 
not only India is proud of it, 
the whole world is proud of 
it but the whole world gives 
the example of India.

Hon’ble Home Minister 
should come here and 
give a statement, because 
this is not just against any 
person, whether it be Rahul 
Gandhi, be it other senior 
leaders or the leaders of the 
opposition, it is about their 
privacy, and it is against that 
and against the democracy 
of India. v

Ghulam nabi 
Azad
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New delhi :  Hundreds 
of Congress workers 
were stopped and 
manhandled by the 
police on 16th March, 
2015 during a protest 
against the NDA 
government’s Land 
Acquisition Ordinance 
2014. The difference 
broke out after the 
workers attempted 
to march towards 
Parliament from Jantar 
Mantar.

Congress workers 
were manhandled by 
the police in their 
attempt to force their 
way to Parliament to 
protest against the 
land acquisition bill, 
upping the ante against 
the contentious law 
that has pitted the 
opposition against the 
Modi government.  The 
charge of canes and 
water cannons that injured many Youth Congress activists 
followed a demonstration at Jantar Mantar where the party 
resolved to oppose the land law. 

Congress has seized the issue to portray Modi government 
as anti-farmer and pro-corporate. The party coined the 
slogan “kisan virodhi, Narendra Modi” that is likely to echo 

COnGRESS TAkES FIGhT OvER LAnD BILL TO 
ThE STREETS

On MARChInG TO 
PARLIAMEnT, COnGRESS 
WORkERS LAThIChARGED
A number of protesters, including AIYC president Shri 
Amrinder Singh Raja Brar, were injured.

in coming days. 

The protest, marking 
the culmination of 
three-day yatra from 
Bhatta Parsaul led by 
Youth Congress chief 
Amrinder Raja, was 
attended by party brass 
led by Ahmed Patel, 
political secretary to 
Congress President 
Smt Sonia Gandhi, MPs 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
Anand Sharma, Ambika 
Soni, Kumari Selja 
and Jairam Ramesh, 
spokesman Randeep 
Surjewala, state chiefs 
Sachin Pilot and Ajay 
Maken, and young MPs 
Deeepender Hooda and 
Sushmita Deb. 

In a show of strength, 
the party fielded 
a battery of senior 
leaders with India 
Youth Congress (IYC) 
president Amarinder 

Singh Brar leading the workers. The party’s attempt to put 
up a united face assumes significance between Congress 
vice-president Rahul Gandhi and a section of senior party 
veterans.

“There were many senior leaders and five former IYC 
presidents to back the agitation. We have been able to 

A rePort

Congress Party condemned Police action

Congress Party condemn the high handed and arbitrary attitude 
against peaceful protestors whose voice of protest on the Land 

Acquisition Bill will not be silenced by such tactics. There was a 
brutal lathi-charge; there was the use of water-cannons. Over 50 
persons were injured and are now in hospital and other forms of 
aid. Over 500 persons are in the Parliament Street Police Station. 
As you know, a peaceful protest, continuing protest on the Land 
& Acquisition Bill started from Raj Ghat and by the time it was 
addressed by various persons at Jantar Mantar, it had swelled to 
thousands of persons. It is the same protest which is continuing as far 
as we are concerned from some years ago through the discussions in 
Parliament, through the passage of the Act which we created which 
was pushed with all vigour and after all stakeholders had discussed 
it and through Jantar Mantar protest a few weeks ago, through 
protests near Parliament earlier. These protests will continue at 
the PCC level, at the DCC level, at the Block level, apart from, of 
course Delhi and other central or bigger areas. It is not going to die 
out. The government cannot wish it away and it is a protest, let us 
be clear and the government should be clear, not restricted to the 
Congress, it is  a protest not restricted to UPA or non-UPA allies or 
supporters, it involves and includes several NDA allies, it includes a 
spectrum of public opinion cutting across not only parliament but 
at each level in each state in every nook and corner of India. v
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send out the message that the party is tapping both the 
experience of the senior leaders and the energy of the 
youth,” a Congress leader.

Senior party leaders Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, Shri Anand 
Sharma, Shri Jairam Ramesh, Smt. Ambika Soni and Ahmed 
Patel addressed the protesters at Jantar Mantar. “Soniaji has 
said she was always with them and will continue to back 
and support the movement,” Shri Ahmed Patel said reading 
out Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s message.

“What Rahul started from Bhatta Parsaul (2011), I 
congratulate him. It was at his initiative that UPA had to 
think of amending the land acquisition law of 1894. But 
BJP wants to convert our law into the British law,” Shri 
Ahmed Patel said. 

Taking a jibe at PM Narendra Modi for his “ego”, Shri Patel 
said, “We know how to shrink a 56-inch chest to 28-inches.” 

He said nine months of NDA’s policies had made the 
farmers, who led the freedom struggle singing “sarfaroshi 
ki tamanna ab hamare dil me hai”, to resign to their fate of 
suicides. “Why are they saying ‘khudkushi ki tamanna ab 
hamare dil me hai’,” he lamented. 

On March 13, Mr. Ramesh had led a march from Bhatta 

A rePort

and Parsaul villages in western Uttar Pradesh that became 
the epicenter of an anti-land acquisition agitation in 2011. 
The march reached Rajghat on 15th March, 2015 evening 
and ended at Jantar Mantar on Monday afternoon.

Other party leaders who attended the protest included Shri 
Raj Babbar, Shri Oscar Fernandes, Shri Randeep Surjewala, 
State PCC President  Shri Ajay Maken, RPCC President 
Shri Sachin Pilot and Haryana PCC President Shri Ashok 
Tanwar, Haryana MPs Kumari Selja, Shri Deepinder 
Hooda. Promising to block the Bill’s passage in the Rajya 
Sabha,  Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad termed the ordinance 
an attempt to weaken the Food Security Law passed by 
the UPA government. “You continue protesting outside 
Parliament, we will try not to let the Bill get passed when it 
is introduced in Parliament,” the Leader of Congress in the 
Rajya Sabha said.

“For the first time we put power in the hands of the farmers 
from the hands of the collectors. Even the land labourers 
were given bargaining power through the law. It had the 
provisions of four times compensation. We essentially 
repealed the century-old law,” Shri Jairam Ramesh said.

Dubbing PM Narendra Modi as anti-farmer, former rural 
development minister Jairam Ramesh mocked, “One was 
‘Sabarmati ke Sant’ who believed in a frugal lifestyle and 
today we have ‘Sabarmati ke mahant’ who wears suit worth 
Rs 10 lakh,” he said contrasting Mahatma Gandhi and 
Modi who both hail from Gujarat. 

“With this Youth Congress rally, Modi’s black law will 
disappear. BJP’s anti-farmer face will be unmasked. 
Congress and farmers will win,” Shri Surjewala said. v
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CP’s letter

New delhi : Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi in a reply to social 
activist Shri Anna Hazare 
assured him that her party 
would remain steadfast in 
its struggle against the “anti-
farmer” draft legislation.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi was in 
effect replying to a letter 
received from Shri Anna 
Hazare on March 14 in 
which he articulated his 
apprehensions about the 
Right to Fair Compensation 
and Transparency in Land 
Acquisition, Rehabilitation 
and Resettlement 

(Amendment) Bill, 2015. The social activist’s three-page 
letter is appreciative of the efforts made by the Congress to 
replace the British-era land acquisition law.

In her reply written on 17th March, 2015, she mentioned 
the march to the Rashtrapati Bhavan by 14 parties earlier in 
the day to seek President’s intervention in ensuring that the 
government did not go ahead with the amendments. text of  
smt. sonia Gandhi’s letter to shri  Anna hazare:-

yOU CAn COUnT On COnGRESS, SOnIA 
GAnDhI TELLS AnnA hAzARE

“Dear Shri Anna Hazareji;
I had received a letter from you dated 14th March, 
2015 in which you have stated your concern about 
the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency 
in Land Acquistion, Rehabilitation and Resettlement 
(Amendement) Bill, 2015
I am agreeing with you that the NDA Government’s 
Land Ordinance and now amendments that are in the 
Parliament are anti-farmer.
The Congress Party would continue to oppose this draft 
legislation at every forum available. In connection with 
this, earlier in  the day a memorandum was given by 14 
parties to seek the President’s intervention.
I want to assure you that our fight will continue on this 
issue”. v

COnGRESS LEADERS hIT STREETS In 
zAMEEn WAPSI CAMPAIGn
New delhi: Congress on 25th February, 2015 took 
its protest against the land acquisition bill to the 
streets, warning the BJP government of blockading 
the Capital if it passed the “anti-farmer” law. 

The opposition outfit, led by Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi’s political secretary Ahmed Patel 
and senior leaders Shri Digvijay Singh, Jairam 
Ramesh, Ajay Maken and Deepender Hooda 
among others, raised their voice at a dharna at 
Jantar Mantar. 

Shri Ramesh, who as rural development minister 
piloted UPA’s land law, said, “It is a zameen wapsi 
agitation against the ghar wapsi government.”

Speaking to an approving crowd of farmers, 
Ahmed Patel said Congress should take the 
agitation to “chaupals”. “They were talking of 
making the country Congress-mukt (free of 
Congress). Within nine months of coming to 
power, they want to make the country kisan-mukt 
(free of farmers),” he said. 

Digvijay Singh mocked that Modi had failed to 
pay Rs 15 lakh to every Indian as promised but 
had begun to repay his backers among corporate 
houses through laws like the one on acquisition. 

Congress MP Jyotiraditya Scindia said BJP’s 
“achche din” were only for 20% of rich population 
and not for 80% farmers. 

Raising the rhetoric, Patel cited the Mahabharata 
to argue that Duryodhana lost the war after he 
usurped the land belonging to the Pandavas. 
“When Modi was elected, I was asked ‘how is he’? 
I said he ruined Gujarat, now he will ruin India,” 
he added. 

“This is a zamin wapasi agitation against the ghar 
wapasi government,” he said taking a dig at the 
BJP over conversion and reconversion issues in 
last few months.

Party General Secretary Digvijay Singh projected 
the agitation against land ordinance as a “fight 
between farmers-labourers and big industrialists” 
and asked people to decide who will rule the 
country. He alleged that while Modi will not honour 
his promises to people, he will fulfil all promises 
made to the big industrialists and noted that the 
land ordinance is a step in that direction. v
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IN PArlIAMeNt house

Today the House will discuss on 
a very important issue. First of 
all, I would like to ask a basic 

question, whether this Government 
gives importance to agriculture 
produce? If the answer to this is 
‘yes’ then we have to understand the 
structure of this country, we have to 
understand the needs of this country, 
we have to understand the call of the 
farmers and which we have to hear. Just 
now, my friend and my elder brother 
Kirti Azad had rightly said that if we 
look at the position of employment in 
the country, we would see that 65% 
population depends on agriculture 
and 35% population live their lives 
on manufacturing and services. Will 
this balance of justice tilt in just one 
direction? This Government has to 
answer this question today, because 
if this happens then there will be 
a question mark today on the food 
security. Feeling the pulse of this and 
when Shri Rahul Gandhi had gone to 
Bhatta-Parsaul he witnessed that the 
land was being acquired in a haphazard 
manner. This is a democratic process. 
That seed was then sowed by Rahul 
Gandhi and on the basis of which the 
farmers of the country are drawing 
full benefit from their land.

If you had understood that agriculture 
was important, I believe that you 
would not have brought such a 
Land Acquisition Bill in this House, 
which is a murderous blow to the 
farmers, I am using these words, as 
the atmosphere that is being created 
in the nation. You forget about the 
situation fifty years back, because you 
are in the government today. It is your 
turn. Sitting there, play cricket on the 
front foot, not on the back foot. I want 
to ask one question.

Your slogan was ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas’. What happened to the 65% 
population, whom on the basis of 
this bill you are going to leave in 
distress? You said that there are many 
reasons behind this. This first thing 
is security of the country. The second 
is to provide full compensation to the 
farmers and thirdly, there are some 
small flaws which we have to remove. 
There is no mention of these three 
things.

Hon’ble President had said in his 
Republic Day address and I would like 
to quote, “It is not a healthy tradition 
in a democracy to implement a law 
without enough discussion and 
debate. Ordinance should only be 

brought in adverse 
and emergency 
conditions.”

The question 
today is whether 
this Government 
r e s p e c t s 
the Hon’ble 
President? When 
we had brought 
this Bill in 2013, we had discussed 
and thought over it for two years. We 
had discussed it with almost every 
social organization. We had discussed 
it with every political party. A nation-
wide discussion was held and the 
Standing Committee Chairman Smt. 
Sumitra Mahajan, who today happens 
to be the Speaker of this House, had 
discussed for a year and then gave the 
recommendations to the government, 
which were totally accepted by that 
government had placed that Bill in the 
Parliament. Will you not agree with 
that? It was discussed with 14 political 
parties. In them it was discussed with 
Sushma Swaraj of your party, we had 
discussed with your Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and discussed it with 
Arun Jaitely ji.

Sushma Swaraj had given two 

DEBATE On LAnD ACqUISITIOn BILL In LOk SABhA

Jyotiraditya 
scindia



Congress sandesh | 14 |  marCh 2015

suggestions for changes. By 
incorporating those changes we had 
brought back that Bill in the House. 
This is the beauty of democracy. 
Debate and discussion which your 
party always says that we shall hold 
talks with all, will discuss with all but 
discussions did not take place with 
anyone. Three ministers hold talks 
behind closed doors and bring out an 
ordinance, even other ministers did 
not know of it.

Today, the situation is that we had 
suggested for inter-action and 
discussion. When your government 
brought this ordinance, the Hon’ble 
President called your Ministers and 
asked for the responsibility as to 
why this ordinance was brought? We 
are sorry to say this in this House 
that when this government sent the 
Minister to the Hon’ble President, they 
did not send our Rural Development 
Minister, to explain to the President 
the prime reason behind this? There 
is also a question mark on the 
proceedings of the House. If you are 
bringing such an important ordinance 
then the reaction of the House is that 
it should be sent again to the Standing 
Committee. Why have you short-
circuited it and why, because you 
have numbers. In democracy, every 
Member has a voice in Parliament. 
They too represent 16-17 lakh people 
in the House.

Sir, the question that today arises as to 
why we had to change the ordinance 
of 1894. There were flaws in it. Kirti 
Azad has talked about resettlement. 
There is no mention of amendment 
on resettlement, no reaction on 
compensation. There is no provision 
of appeal if the land is acquired 
compulsory. That is why the Congress 
brought the Land Acquisition Bill 
in 2013, the UPA Government 

incorporated six main portions in 
it. The process will be transparent, 
people from urban area will get double 
and the compensation will be four 
times for the people of rural areas, for 
the private sector, 80 percent approval 
of people is required, for PPP, 70% of 
people is required, we have banned 
the sale of land where multi-crop is 
grown which can be acquired only 
for national security purpose, apart 
from this multi-crop land will not be 
acquired. This was part of our Bill.

If the land is not utilized in five years it 
will be returned to the farmer and that 
was suggested by Sushma Swaraj, we 
should also remember this. Provision 
had been kept for social cause. In 
the guise of some changes your 
government has buried the soul of the 
act in this House and your government 
is trying to put that draconian law of 
1894 again around the neck of the 
farmer. The reason that is being given 
is that we want development, we want 
progress. Every citizen, every MP’s 
want development and progress. But, 
everyone must get a fair deal. That is 
if the law is obstructive. I want to ask 
that at the moment the 490 parcels 
of land which have presently been to 
acquired for Special Economic Zone, 
the work on 40% of the land has 
not yet started. At present the land 
acquisition is a very small subject in 
the stream of development. Where is 
your capacity to implement in your 
slogan “Minimum Government, 
Maximum Governance”, we want to 
ask you this question?

Somebody had asked Swami 
Vivekananda, I want to quote that. 
He asked, ‘what can be worse than 
losing everything? Swami Vivekanand 
replied, “that hope by which we can 
get back everything’.

Today, I want to say in this House that 
the farmers will lose all his hopes if 
this Bill and ordinance is passed in 
this House. 

What are the main points in this 
ordinance Section 3(A) has been 
inserted. What is section 3(A) which 
has been explained. On the basis 
of that the sole purpose of the year 
2013 Act has been defeated. Five 
plans under section 2 and section 3 
have been given total freedom. What 
is section 2 – it is a clause for social 
cause. What is section 3, in this we 
had banned the acquirement of multi-
crop land. Both these clauses have 
been wiped off. On the basis of this 
compulsory acquiring of land will be 
possible and all projects will come 
under the discretion of these five 
plans. This Bill can be used by every 
company, every person SIA (Social 
Impact Assessment) and to acquire 
multi-crop land and can be fully 
used for acquiring land. We had kept 
a clause that 80% of land for private 
projects have to get the approval of the 
people. You have erased that point. I 
want to ask you a question, that today 
the wealth of the farmer is his land, 
and that too you want to snatch away 
without his consent. You talk about us 
on this topic.

In the Rajya Sabha on 4th September, 
2013, Vinay Katiyar ji and Jaishriben 
Patel, who is an MP from Gujarat 
had said in this House that we do not 
agree to 80% approval, there should 
not be 80% approval. We want that 
there should be 100% approval. This 
is the version of your MPs which 
you have murdered by bringing this 
ordinance. We had kept a provision 
for social cause. Many of the friends 
of the Government say that it will 
create big problems. What does the 

IN PArlIAMeNt house
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social clause do? At present the large 
part of the land is being acquired for 
one purpose but it is used for another 
purpose. You acquire land in the 
name of industrialization but is used 
for real estate. Some say that they 
want to acquire 100 acres of land, take 
approval, it is then made thousand. 
Social cause clause stops such things. 
Its first responsibility is to see whether 
the acquired land is used for public-
welfare or not. Secondly, what is the 
number of affected families and what 
arrangements have been made of their 
livelihood. Only small portion of land 
should be acquired, in that SIA there 
should be the participation of people 
from social and Panchayat of the area 
and a report should be brought out 
in six months. If your Government 
is on ‘Minimum Government and 
Maximum governance, then why 
are they shying away from their 
responsibility of bringing out the 
report in six months. I can understand 
that if you say that if the report is 
not given in six months, a deemed 
permission will be given. But to 
destroy that process, I feel it cannot 
be a big injustice with farmers.

In this regard Rajnath Singh ji had 
said in the House, I will quote him. 
He said in his speech that the land 
acquisition may be of any kind, be it 
for private companies on for public 
purpose, Social Impact Assessment 
and Environment Impact Assessment 
is needed definitely.

One clause was kept, apart from 
this that multi-crop land should 
not be acquired. Today, danger will 
arise for food security if multi-crop 
land is acquired. Indiraji and Rajivji 
alongwith the Green Revolution 
and the White Revolution made the 
country self-reliant in food security. 

Does this government once again 
want to make this county dependent 
on imports. This is one question 
which the people of the country are 
asking. Vinay Katiyar had said in the 
House. He said in the Rajya Sabha 
that the multi-crop fertile land should 
not be acquired on any ground. 
Rajnath Singhji said that I feel that 
an agriculture land should not be 
acquired without the consent of the 
farmers for any reason. I am repeatedly 
requesting that irrigated land, which 
means, land on which a crop can grow, 
do not acquire that land, if at all there 
is a need than barren land should be 
utilized. But agricultural land should 
not be acquired whatever may be 
the reason. These are your words, 
today you are denying it. But when 
time comes the people will take your 
test. We had kept one clause Section 
24(2) in the land acquisition Bill, if 
earlier to the 2013 Act any land that 
was acquired from the farmer, and 
compensation was not given within 
five years or the land was not used 
then it should be returned to them 
according to the 2013 land acquisition 
Act the process of land acquisition 
should be started again. On the basis 
of this there were two benefits to 
the farmers. First, the acquisition 
process will be new, secondly, he will 
receive four times more rate, which 
was not available earlier. Today, what 
changes you have brought in this Bill? 
Government has put one clause in 
this, that judicial adjournment order 
may not be adjusted in five year. What 
is the fault of the farmers? We had 
given a new deal to the farmers and 
you added insult to injuries and left 
them. In Section 101, we had said that 
if the acquired land was not utilized 
within five years then that land has 
to be returned to the farmers. This 

government changed that period of 
five years or the stipulated period set 
for the project, will depend on that. 
I can understand this clause, just as 
my elder brother Kirti Azad had said 
that for industrial corridor the five-
year period was not enough, and 
other projects cannot be finished in 
five years. Where has your minimum 
government and maximum governance 
gone, you could have made one or two 
exceptions, Nishikant ji you have just 
erased it, with it you have erased the 
hope of the farmer. Rajnath Singh ji 
had said, I have seen many times that 
land is acquired more than needed, 
that land remains unused which has 
no meaning. Though land is a limited 
resource. If somebody acquires more 
land than needed than he should 
return the excess land to the farmer. 
When you sit here you say something, 
you continue to make U-turn over 
U-turn. We had put restriction on the 
private sector for private schools and 
private hospitals but you have made a 
mess of it.

The chairman of your committee, our 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan was the 
Chairman of the Standing Committee, 
she herself had said as far as possible 
land acquisition should not be possible 
in private sector and for PPP. This 
was her statement. You do not keep 
the honour of your Home Minister, 
of your Speaker sir. Today, people of 
the country are looking towards you, 
if there was a need of any amendment 
at present then we could have brought 
amendment in one sector, in which 
sector, we could have strengthened the 
time limitation, we could have fixed 
the deadline for implementation, if 
you had brought that issue, we could 
have thought over it.

But here you have brought an 
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ordinance, I would give an example, 
it is like taking out the soul from the 
body, removed flesh, removed blood, 
removed bones and have presented 
a deal body in fornt of this House. 
This is the situation arisen out of 
this ordinance today. If we wanted a 
change for the farmer it would have 
been a blessing. By giving more space 
in developed blocks we could have 
participated in the development of 
the nation. You had a slogan, talent 
in every hand, water for every farm, 
so this also remained just a slogan? 
There is no provision for displaced 
families. For training, my brother 
Rajiv Pratap Rudi is sitting here. He 
is the Minister of that Department. I 
very happily greet him, if this clause 
of training would have been there for 
our youth. Just as Kirti Azad ji had 
said, if clause of training should have 
been there, but there is no provision 
of a clause to training the youth for 
employment.

In 2013 the UPA Government 
passed an Act for the farmers 
and the downtrodden class. But 
this government has brought this 
ordinance for the rich people. This 
ordinance is like this, this is presently 
like a kick on the stomach of the 
farmer and have agreed to the voice of 
the industrialists. This is the situation 
in the country today.

Sushma Swaraj ji herself represented 
her party in this debate two years ago. 
She had given 12 suggestions before 
the UPA Government, when Kamal 
Nath ji had called a meeting in April, 
2013 as a Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs. She had said that the Bill 
should have provision for social 
cause and for public organization. 
This statement of Sushma Swaraj is 
just like, which one MP from Gujarat 

Kannu Kalasriya had said. When land 
was being acquired compulsorily 
in Gujarat, he moved throughout 
Gujarat by taking up this issue. He 
roamed the state for opposing this 
compulsory land acquisition and 
the same thing Sushma Swaraj had 
raised that the farmer should have 
gain from his participation. At that 
time, that is, in 2013, BJP had given 
total support for this Bill. They had 
supported by thumping the tables, by 
patting our backs. On 6th April, the 
Prime Minister had tweeted that our 
farmers should get fair price? Did he 
not do any work? To make farming 
as a profitable profession. That the 
minimum support price would be 
50% more than the cost of input, cost 
of production, which means it would 
be the cost of production. When on 
21st February your government gave 
a statement in the Supreme Court, 
at that time it was said that this was 
not possible. It was another U-turn 
by your government. The farmers 
are depressed, because there is no 
fertilizer, no electricity and no water. 
Today, you have also taken the land 
from the farmers. Today, the whole 
country is opposing this ordinance. 
It is being opposed in Chhattisgarh, 
Rajasthan, Delhi and Madhya Pradesh.

I want to say one thing that if the 
land of the Adivasi community is 
acquired, then this government 
should be cautions that it would again 
start the naxalite activities. It has the 
objection of the Sangh Parivar, has the 
objection of Bharat Kisan Sangh, has 
the objection of organizational parties 
and of Shiv Sena, SAD and other 
organizations are against this. There 
was no talks either with the farmers’ 
organization. Whenever it is talked 
about this Bill then it is said that the 
Congress is raising this issue for the 

benefit of the farmers. I want to clear 
that this is a issue of food security 
and the Congress has always acted as 
a watch dog for the farmers on this 
issue.

India cannot develop in isolation. 
We have to develop as an ocean. We 
cannot have islands of prosperity and 
we must have oceans of prosperity. If 
you crush the rights of the farmers 
than remember that the anger of the 
farmer and his hatred will wipe out 
your ego of victory.

We had heard of ‘Make in India’ 
campaign some months back. There 
was a word ‘Lion’ with the heading. 
As any person I too maybe felt that we 
had to impress the whole world of our 
capacity. But looking at this ordinance 
today I am feeling that this ‘Lion’ is 
by internally hurting the farmers of 
the country, by devouring them, will 
destroying them completely. The 
ordinance that will snatch the land 
of the farmers, that will kill their 
animals. The Congress Party has the 
right and responsibility to oppose 
this ordinance from the streets to 
Parliament. I want to show this belief 
to you all.

Tomorrow there will be voting 
on this issue. This is no ordinary 
ordinance. This is an ordinance that 
will influence all the people of the 
country. I know that voting in the 
House is on the basis of a whip. Today, 
I request with folded hands to all my 
colleagues in the House on this issue, 
that when they press the button, watch 
the voting on the screen, you should 
remember that we should vote on the 
basis of the voice of our conscious 
because the impact of it will not only 
be on our minds till the end of our life 
but also in the hearts of people of our 
country. v

IN PArlIAMeNt house
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Press brIefING

The former Prime Minister and one of the tallest 
Congress leaders Dr. Manmohan Singh’s integrity, 
fairness, impartiality and adherence to transparency 

is unimpeachable and unquestionable. It is widely 
recognized across both the political and social spectrum in 
India as also internationally. Allotment of 15% share only 
to HINDALCO in Talavira II and III coal block of Odisha 
has been examined by Central Bureau of Investigation 
including the recommendation for such allotment made 
by the then Coal Secretary Shri P.C. Parikh to then Coal 
Minister and Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. CBI 
has found the entire allotment process to be completely 
above board, fair and transparent. Special Court has now 
taken a view as part of an on-going judicial process. Dr. 
Manmohan Singh has always stood for a transparent 
scrutiny process on all such issues. We are confident that 
upon the examination of full facts, it will unequivocally 
establish the fairness, transparency and integrity with which 
15% share in Talavira II and III coal block was allotted to 
HINDALCO. Shri Surjewala said that we also condemn 
the BJP for its poor and desperate attempt to politicize 
an on-going judicial process. By adopting such basis, the 
government of the day wants to distract the attention of 
the people from the anti-farmer Land & Acquisition Bill 
which they have placed before the Parliament. I would also 
very like to very briefly put before the media since there 
are related facts I am sure you would 
like to know 4 or 5 further facts in this 
connection.

Between 1993 and 2011 Government 
of India allocated 206 blocks out of 
these 41 blocks were allocated by the 
NDA government. 165 coal blocks 
were allocated between 2004 and 2011 
during the UPA tenure. For the first 

time, this policy continued through the tenure of Congress 
government in 1991 to 1996 and continued through the 
tenure of Shri Deve Gowda and other 
Hon’ble persons who I need not name 
at this juncture belonging to different 
parties and then further continued 
during the entire tenure of NDA when 
Shri Vajpayee was the PM. For the 
first time in 2005 it was Hon’ble Dr. 
Manmohan Singh who initiated steps 
to change the policy of allocation 
through a Steering Committee by 
bringing in a process where each 
coal block he papered was advertised and then various 
stakeholders could apply to the Steering Committee. This 
was done for the first time by Dr. Manmohan Singh.  It was 
the UPA government headed by the then Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh himself, who on 25th of July 2005, 
called a meeting in the PMO of all stakeholders including 
those from all state governments where coal and lignite and 
other such minerals were for changing the process from 
allocation by Steering Committee to an auction process. 
I repeat for changing the procedure from allocation by 
Steering Committee to the process of auction. He called 
a meeting on 25.07.2005. Unfortunately, since the Mines 
and Minerals Development Act requires the consent of the 

CLARIFICATIOn REGARDInG  
COAL BLOCk ALLOCATIOn TO hInDALCO

randeep singh 
surjewala

 It was the uPA government headed by the then 
Prime Minister dr. Manmohan singh himself, who 
on 25th of July 2005, called a meeting in the PMo 
of all stakeholders including those from all state 
governments where coal and lignite and other such 
minerals for changing the process from allocation by 
steering Committee to an auction process.
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respective state governments because they are equivalent 
stakeholders, it was opposed; the conversion from allocation 
through Steering Committee to auction process was 
opposed by the BJP governments. I am giving you the dates 
of the respective state governments. CM Rajasthan opposed 
it on 11.04.2005; Chhattisgarh government opposed it 
through written communication dated. 28.03.2005; Odisha 
government opposed the auction process through their 
written communication dated 25.07.2005, West Bengal 
government opposed it through their communication dated 
31.03.2005 and Jharkhand government similarly opposed 
it through a written communication to the Government of 
India and to Prime Minister.

A consensus had to be evolved before a statutory 
amendment to the law could be done and that was also 
done on 02.02.2012 by Congress led government headed 
by Dr. Manmohan Singh.  

Despite this, Dr. Manmohan Singh and the UPA 
government persuaded all the stakeholders through a broad 
process of consultation and fructified what is now known 
as coal block auction process by amending the law and I 
want to draw your attention to the amendment introduced 
by UPA government headed by  Dr. Manmohan Singh on 
02.02.2012. We proceeded to amend the Mines & Minerals 
Development Regulations 1957 - added Regulation 3 and 5 
and I will just read a line of Regulation 3 - it says procedure 
for allocation of area containing coal through auction by 
competitive bidding, the Central government shall identify 
areas containing coal for auction for allocation through 
auction by competitive bidding and then everything else 

is provided. So the entire process, for 
conversion from Steering Committee 
through applications which were 
through an unorganized process to 
an advertised process was changed by 
Dr. Manmohan Singh in 2005. In 2005 
itself, Dr. Manmohan Singh, as Prime 
Minister and UPA government being in 
power, intended to change this process 
to competitive bidding. This process 
was opposed by the other Stakeholders 
which were state governments. Those 
stakeholders were then the opposition 
including BJP governments. Elaborate 
discussions and persuasion was held 
and then in February 2012, through 
a statutory notification, Regulations 
were amended by Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and the competitive bidding 
was initiated. The auction process and 

the bidding process that you see today, is the result of the 
policy initiated by Dr. Manmohan Singh.   

As far as allocation of Talavira II and III coal block is 
concerned, three dates are important  on 07.05.2005 
HINDALCO through Mr. Kumar Manglam Birla wrote to 
the then PM regarding allocation of Talavira II coal block 
for their aluminum plant which is situated in Odisha. This 
request was forwarded by the then PM to Shri Parikh, the 
then Secretary Coal Department for examination. Both 
Mahanadi Coal Ltd. and Neyveli Lignite Corporation were 
also contenders for Talavira II coal block allocation. On 
17.08.2005 immediately after this, Shri Naveen Patnaik, 
the CM of Odisha, wrote a letter to the then Prime 
Minister where he requested for allotment of Talavira II 
coal block to HINDALCO since it was for their aluminum 
plant which would generate employment in Odisha. Shri 
Patnaik also suggested in the said letter that it will increase 
excise and manufacturing activity in the State. This letter 
was also forwarded by the PMO to the Coal Ministry. On 
examination of all these facts, on 16.09.2005 the Coal 
Ministry recommended that both the coal blocks Talavira 
II and III be allocated in the ratio of 70:15:15 to Mahanadi 
Coalfield Ltd. and Neyveli Lignite Corp. Ltd. (both PSUs) 
and HINDALCO respectively. It will not be appropriate to 
say that the entire coal block was allocated to one single 
private company. The then Prime Minister had accepted 
these recommendations of the then Coal Secretary  Shri 
Parikh on 01.10.2005. The entire process was fair and 
transparent keeping in view the recommendations of the 
Odisha government. v

Press brIefING

In 2005 itself, dr. Manmohan singh, as Prime 
Minister and uPA government being in power, 
intended to change this process to competitive 
bidding. this process was opposed by the other 
stakeholders which were state governments. those 
stakeholders were then the opposition including bJP 
governments. elaborate discussions and persuasion 
was held and then in february 2012, through a 
statutory notification, regulations were amended by 
dr. Manmohan singh and the competitive bidding was 
initiated. the auction process and the bidding process 
that you see today, is the result of the policy initiated 
by dr. Manmohan singh. 
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The Prime Minister, while thanking the President 
for his address, made a predictable political speech 
ridiculing the people-centric policies of the UPA, 

rubbing salt into fresh wounds by reminding the Congress 
of its historic drubbing at the polls. He is a master of 
rhetoric. But his well-designed speech exposed his lack of 
understanding of highly complex policy issues. Let me just 
take one example to illustrate this.

In the recent auctions of  coal  blocks pursuant to 
the  Coal  Mines (Special Provisions) Second Ordinance, 
2014, the PM sought to support the Comptroller 
and Auditor General by indicating that the UPA, in 
allocating  coal  blocks to industry, had caused loss much 
beyond the figure of Rs1,85,000 crore. He indicated that the 
recent auction of just 19 blocks had fetched almost Rs 1 lakh 
crore for the states and after 204 blocks are auctioned, the 
mop-up for states would be phenomenal. The bid amounts 
include royalty to be paid to the exchequer. Perhaps the PM 
is not aware of the fact that the coal  blocks auctioned so 
far are either operational or near-operational. The other 
blocks, if put to auction, will not attract the kind of bids 
now offered.  Virgin  blocks of coal  have a long gestation 
period for the winning of the mineral.

The PM’s expectations are not likely to be realised. In making 
this statement, he also failed to grasp the purpose behind 

GOvERnMEnT GAInS, COUnTRy LOSES

exploiting natural resources, coal being 
a vital source of energy, fundamental 
to industrial production and touching 
every sector of the economy. Without 
an optimum and continuous supply 
of coal, power, steel and cement, along 
with other sectors of the economy, 
will be negatively impacted. Revenue 
maximisation by way of auction cannot 
possibly be the only purpose behind 
the allocation of natural resources. 
If land for educational institutions or for healthcare were to 
be auctioned, say in a city like Delhi, the private sector will 
be able to set up neither schools for education nor hospitals 
for healthcare. Natural resources must be so distributed, by 
way of auction or otherwise, that they serve a larger public 
purpose. The optimal use of natural resources can be made 
only if there is a well-thought-out policy framework for 
their exploitation towards a particular end use.

The ordinance enunciates, in its preamble, the primary 
objective of achieving energysecurity, identifying three 
priority sectors   power, steel and cement   the backbone 
of any emerging economy. The sole purpose of these badly 
designed auctions is to maximise revenues and not to 
revitalise these sectors. The architecture of these auctions 
should, in fact, have been designed to meet the competing 

Kapil sibal

the PM’s expectations are not likely to be 
realised. In making this statement, he also failed 
to grasp the purpose behind exploiting natural 
resources, coal being a vital source of energy, 
fundamental to industrial production and touching 
every sector of the economy. Without an optimum and 
continuous supply of coal, power, steel and cement, 
along with other sectors of the economy, will be 
negatively impacted. revenue maximisation by way of 
auction cannot possibly be the only purpose behind 
the allocation of natural resources.
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demands of the three priority sectors. 
Every entrepreneur, deeply involved in 
each of these sectors, would be willing 
to pay any  price  to win an allocation 
through auction to access  coal that 
costs much less after mining it than 
its import price. Not winning a 
particular  coalblock at the auction 
and having to access imported  coal, 
along with other costs, would make 
an enterprise non-competitive. If, 
through these auctions, coal blocks are 
not equitably distributed among these 
priority sectors, the very rationale 
of the ordinance would have been 
defeated. But that is only one part of 
the problem.

The auction price  to be paid per metric tonne of coal will 
require industry to borrow from banks. Industry is 
expected to recoup that cost and service loans in the course 
of its operations. Apart from loans from banks, industry 
would require capital investment to win coal embedded in 
the bowels of the earth. Having paid to the  government  a 
high auction price, most  industries will  find  it difficult to 
raise further capital to mine the coal  allocated. Servicing 
borrowings from banks will become a problem, yet another 
reason for a rising  number  of non-performing assets. 
Auctions per se are not, therefore, a panacea for the public 
purpose of revitalising the priority sectors identified in the 
ordinance.

High borrowings from banks require industry’s ability 
to invest in the enterprise for optimum productivity.  
Experience has shown that the payment of high 
auction  prices  may serve the government  well but 
seldom serves the public good. In the telecom sector, the 
government  fetched almost Rs 1 lakh crore in the auction 
of  3G  spectrum. But the sector did not have the capacity 
to invest in infrastructure to provide  3G  services  to the 
common citizen. The  government  earned, but the “aam 
aadmi” lost.

The earlier policy of a threshold payment and a profit-
sharing arrangement with the government, pursuant to the 
allocation of spectrum, served the public well. That is why 
the allocation of spectrum in 2G was an enormous success. 
Industry paid back to thegovernment  in the form of a 
revenue share. Because of the high auction  price  fetched 
by the  government   for  3G, the telecom sector could not 
provide 3G services at affordable rates. I suspect the same 
is going to happen to vital sectors of the economy such as 

the earlier policy of a threshold payment and a 
profit-sharing arrangement with the government, 
pursuant to the allocation of spectrum, served the 
public well. that is why the allocation of spectrum 
in 2G was an enormous success. Industry paid 
back to thegovernment in the form of a revenue 
share. because of the high auction price fetched by 
the government  for 3G, the telecom sector could 
not provide 3G services at affordable rates. I suspect 
the same is going to happen to vital sectors of the 
economy such as power, steel and cement in future.

power, steel and cement in future.

The auction so far has demonstrated that though 
the  government  may have profited, these vital sectors of 
the economy will be starved of coal. Most of the coal blocks 
have been won by industry that produces neither steel 
nor cement or power. The  mostsuccessful bidders in the 
auction manufacture aluminium. The result is that the 
share of the steel sector, which was allocated 65 per cent 
of the  coal  blocks before the auction, has been reduced 
to 25 per cent after the auction. The aluminium industry, 
which had been allocated 2 per cent of the coal blocks, has 
increased its share to 45 per cent. The very purpose for 
which the ordinance was promulgated has been defeated. 
Manufacturers of aluminium have benefited. The steel, 
cement and power sectors have lost out.

I have demonstrated the above only to suggest how complex 
the process of auctioning of resources vital to the economy 
is and how difficult it is to get it right. For the PM to say that 
the few coal blocks auctioned thus far have yielded windfall 
gains of Rs 1 lakh crore to the government shows an utter 
lack of understanding of the rationale behind auctions and 
the public purpose that the use of natural resources is meant 
to serve. Besides, the high price of auctions will increase the 
burden on the common man; he will have to pay more per 
metric tonne of steel, which in turn will fuel inflation. If 
the high price of auctions does not serve the larger public 
purpose of producing more electricity and enhancing steel 
and cement production, the government may have gained, 
but the country would have lost. When in opposition, such 
rhetoric is fine. But to do it as PM only diminishes the 
stature of the office. v

(The author is a former Union Minister) C
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Former Union Finance Minister, Shri 
P. Chidambaram while reacting to the 
Union Budget for the year 2015-2016 by 
the NDA government is unkind to the 
poor.

The budget was presented earlier on 28th 
February, 2015 and we thought that we 
could meet you to offer our preliminary 
comments on the budget, of this, one 
has to study the papers very carefully. 
The time has been short there are some 
conclusions we can arrive at and we 
thought to share those conclusions with 
you. Firstly, listing to the budget speech 
and reading and again afraid one cannot 
avoid this feeling that. The budget leans 
heavily in favour of the corporate sector 
and the class that pays income tax. We 
have nothing against the corporate 
sector, the class that pays income tax. I 
think its good to remind ourselves that 
very very large number of people of this 
country. Close to hundred crore people 
do not fall in the corporate sector and 
do not pay income tax. Budget must 
acknowledge their concerns and attempt 
to deal with those concerns. That I am 
afraid is missing in the budget 2015-
2016. The budget also makes a very tall 
claim. The Finance Minister, begun with 
a jibe that he inherited the sentimental 
doom and gloom. Just five minute later 
into his speech he acknowledge the 
numbers put forward by the Central 
Statistics Organization. That office is part 
of his government. If he believes those 
numbers as he did for the projection 
made for 2014-15. He should also believe 
those numbers for the estimates made 
for 2013-14. And says so that in 2013-
14 growth had dramatically recovered 
from 5.1 percent in the previous year 
to 6.9 percent. So, when the UPA left 

office the economy that was well on 
the way to recovery and growth have 
been 6.9 percent. But unfortunately that 
Government refuses to acknowledge 
that fact. Be that has been made some 
numbers quiet an astonishing example, 
the Budget says that they will push back 
the year in which they will achieve the 
fiscal deficit target of 3 percent by 1.3 
percent in year. I am not getting into 
those reasons for that can be reserved 
for another meeting and another 
article let us assume, that it is a genuine 
reason which means Government 
will borrow, additional  amount of 
the rupees 37500 crore. Where is this 
37500 crore going? As far as I mean to 
see that total expenditure is increasing 
from 1681158crore in the current year, 
1777477 crore in the next year. That is 
an increase of about 96 thousand crore. 
So the additional borrowing is going as 
additional expenditure but what kind of 
expenditure? If total expenditure went 
up by about 9600 crore, one would have 
expected that total plan expenditure 
will go up. What you find here is plan 
expenditure will actually come down 
from 467934 crore this year to 465277 
crore next year. So the additional 
borrowing is not going to plan 
expenditure. Its going into non-plan 
expenditure, the quantity of Government 
expenditure is to see how much is to be 
set up apart for plan. Every year as far 
as I can recall, we have increased plan 
expenditure. I think a recent memory 
the be the my first fear and which plan 
expenditure is projected to be dropped. I 
think a more detailed analysis in this can 
be made latter but point is making is, it, 
seems to me just planning commission 
is to be bid good bye they probably 

are thinking 
and bidding for 
goodbye for plan 
itself. We also look 
into some other 
numbers. Some 
of these numbers 
should be verified 
again but based on 
preliminary study 
it appear to us that 
there had been some cruel unjust cuts for 
sectors that look up to the Government 
for relief and help and succor. For 
example for scheduled castes in 2014-
15 under the scheduled castes sub-plan, 
the allocation was 43208 crore and 
2015-16 what we find these allocation is 
30851 crore. For scheduled tribes in the 
current year 2014-15 the allocations was 
26714 crore for the next year it is 19980 
crore. I can give some more numbers, 
I am sure you can do your researching 
independently. Take for example the 
Integrated Child Development Services 
in the current year the Budget papers 
show 18691 crore for next year it is 
8754 crore. National socialist assistance 
programme from 10635 crore to 9074 
crore. Prime Minister Employment 
Generation Programme in Micro and 
Small Medium Enterprises from 1418 
to 1050 crore. Minority affairs for multi-
sectoral development programme for 
Minorities 1250 crore to 1244 crore. 
For Environment and Forest, especially 
for national and forest eco development 
from 1169 crore to 688 crore. In the 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
from 14391 crore to 14291. One would 
have expected that these programmes 
which are meant for people who are 
among the most disadvantaged will have 

nDA GEnERAL BUDGET IS UnkInD TO ThE POOR

P Chidambaram

continued on page 24
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As the Budget figures sink in, the realization grows 
that by kidding itself, the BJP is presiding over an 
economy drifting slowly but surely to disaster.

The flaw essentially lies in the new technique its statistical 
advisers have provided of calculating GDP. Where all these 
decades, GDP has been measured at factor cost - that is the 
cost at which inputs have been obtained - the new GDP 
series has shifted the basis to the price at which output 
is marketed. This is in line with standard global practice 
and, therefore, not to be faulted. The catch, however, is that 
owing to some yet-to-be-discovered glitch, the growth rate 
thrown up by the newprocess is wildly out of sync with the 
growth figures for the three key sectors of the economy - 
agriculture, industry and services.

We saw last week that the growth rate of agriculture has 
been estimated at a mere 1.1 per cent last year. The same 
Economic Survey estimates the industrial growth rate to 
have been 5.9 per cent, a mere 1.4 per cent higher than the 
previous year and services alone topping double digits with 
10.6 per cent, but a mere 1.3 per cent above the previous 
year.

How can such modest sectoral growth rates add up to 
a whopping GDP growth rate of 7.4 per cent, blasting us 
into being the “fastest-growing economy in the world”? 
Somewhere, someone has gone wrong.

But instead of prudently waiting to see how the glitch might 
be discovered and corrected, the BJP government is rushing 
headlong into assuming the figure must be correct and 
basing its Budget on that GDP growth figure. Principally, 
its revenue estimates are based on the economy growing 
at around eight per cent a year when, on the old basis, 
the figure would be closer to six. Such a huge margin of 
over-estimation will soon reveal itself in much smaller tax 
revenues and other government receipts than imagined, 
with the result that six months down the line, when the 
mid-term survey is prepared and the Revised Estimates 

have to be projected, the government 
will be shown up to have been living in 
cloud-cuckoo land.

Meanwhile, huge damage would have 
been inflicted on the poor, damage 
that will persist even if the avaricious 
classes have to revise their hopes for a 
bonanza. This is principally on account 
of the substantial increase in the 
transfer of Central tax revenues to the 
States having been raised from 32 to 42 
per cent as per the recommendations of the 14th Financial 
Commission (the consequence of the UPA-II having 
so drafted the Terms of Reference of the 14th Financial 
Commission- and so no credit to Arun Jaitley).

In itself, the increase in the share of the  States  is to be 
welcomed. We do indeed need “cooperative federalism”. But 
such a major change needs preparation, which is why the 
14th Financial Commission made the increase conditional 
on appropriate “institutional arrangements” being worked 
out between the Centre and the States to ensure a smooth 
transition. No such institutional arrangements having been 
made; there is going to be major disruption, particularly in 
measures to cater to the human development needs of the 
poor. Let us explain this point in detail.

First, the share of the States in Central tax revenues 
might have gone up, but the share of the States in the 
overall resources of the Centre, tax and non-tax, is in fact 
projected to marginally decrease from 63 to 62 per cent. 
With no more money from the Centre at the disposal of the 
States than they had earlier, States are being conned into 
believing ki achche din aa gaye hain when the reality is ki 
wahi burre din badle nahin. Not only will the States have to 
meet their Plan and non-Plan requirements from the same 
overall pool of resources, in addition they will have to take 
over many of the financial responsibilities which were till 

BJP PUShInG ECOnOMy TOWARDS 
DISASTER

Mani shankar 
Aiyar
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now being met by the Centre, particularly in the domains 
of agriculture, gap funding of backward regions, rural 
(including panchayat) infrastructure, irrigation (major and 
minor), sanitation, drinking water, health and education, 
besides a myriad other schemes hitherto partially or totally 
funded by the Centre. True, their larger share of Central 
tax revenues will place at their disposal a large source of 
untied funds which they can deploy as they wish. This 
would have been all to the good if it had been matched 
by a similar or equivalent augmentation of total funds at 
their disposal. But as Jaitley has robbed the States with one 
hand of what he has so generously given with the other, the 
States are now saddled with huge additional developmental 
responsibilities without the financial wherewithal to rise to 
these new challenges.

Given that India may, with a slight statistical sleight of 
hand, have become the “fastest-growing economy in the 
world”, on the UN’s Human Development Index we still 
stagnate around 135th position, virtually the same as it 
has been through all the long quarter century since 1991 
of neo-liberalism. The development model has made the 
rich unprecedentedly richer and the richest rich beyond 
their wildest imaginings, but the poor have had to make 
do with little more than crumbs from the table. We 
remain, in terms of what really matters - namely, literacy 

and education; malnutrition and hunger; maternal and 
infant mortality; unemployment and under-employment; 
destitution and minimum basic needs - poorer than much 
of our neighbourhood, far behind most fellow-developing 
nations,  and, on some crucial parameters, equal to or below 
sub-Saharan Africa.

The Budget should be, but is not, measured against these 
parameters. What this Budget has done is to prospectively 
set us back even further.

This is not a matter only of sharply-reduced Central 
allocations for social sector and poverty alleviation 
programmes, although that is where the rots starts. It lies 
in the assumption that what the Centre has reduced, the 
States will make up for. And of their own volition, at that. Is 
that at all feasible? One, many States have already prepared 
and passed their budgets. The money now being flung at 
them without prior preparation will take time to translate 
into government accounts and turn into spending for the 
purposes from which the Centre has partially or wholly 
withdrawn. Second, the temptation will be for many States 
to use the bonanza for what they see as their priorities 
within their old figure for total resources, not in any way 
as a significant additionality. Third, the Centre has lost all 
or much of its hold on ensuring at least some spending on 
what must be regarded as “national priorities” - such as 
education and health. However high-minded a State may be, 
if its overall budgetary resources have shrunk, why should 
it suddenly change its priorities and start doing all the 
(good) things the Centre has hitherto been doing? These, 
in any case, were being done through the States earlier, but 
without burdening their exchequer by as much as they are 
now required to bear.

Jaitley should have done two things before rushing in 
where angels fear to tread. First, he should have worked 
out in consultation with the States at least a modicum of 
understanding that the additional ten percent they were 
getting would be spent in the sectors from which the 
Centre was wholly or partially withdrawing. Second, a 
cooperative consultative mechanism should have been set 
up to oversee, at least broadly, that the terms of the Centre-
State understanding were being adhered to. Third - and 
most important - this was the key moment to ensure that 
“federalism” covers all three Constitutionally-mandated 
tiers - Centre, States and panchayats/nagarpalikas.

Sonia Gandhi has memorably said that our federalism 
requires “a strong Centre, strong States, and strong local 
governments”. Arun Jaitley’s budget has massacred the 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj by slashing its allocation 
from Rs. 7,000 crore to a mere Rs. 94 crore - the most drastic 
cut of any Ministry, thereby confirming his and Narendra 

the flaw essentially lies in the new 
technique its statistical advisers have 
provided of calculating GdP. Where all 
these decades, GdP has been measured 
at factor cost - that is the cost at which 
inputs have been obtained - the new 
GdP series has shifted the basis to the 
price at which output is marketed. this 
is in line with standard global practice 
and, therefore, not to be faulted. the 
catch, however, is that owing to some 
yet-to-be-discovered glitch, the growth 
rate thrown up by the newprocess is 
wildly out of sync with the growth 
figures for the three key sectors of 
the economy - agriculture, industry 
and services.
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Modi’s bias against the people’s participation in governance 
and towards bureaucratic authoritarianism. In these 
circumstances, it is ludicrous to talk of “good governance” - 
for the best governance is self-governance, and this is being 
extinguished.

It is precisely because the States failed to live up to their 
duty of funding the social sectors and poverty alleviation 
programmes that the Centre resorted to Centrally-
Sponsored Schemes (CSS) to finance essential schemes 
for human resource development. And it was precisely 
because he perceived how inefficient CSS were if they 
were implemented by State bureaucracies alone that Rajiv 
Gandhi ensured Constitutional sanction, sanctity and 
safeguards for local self-government in every village and 
every mohalla of this country. That humongous endeavour 
at making the people of India masters of their own destiny 
has been disowned by Modi and Jaitley.

The only good that will come out of it is that they are 
hastening their own end. The Delhi election has revealed 
the BJP’s Achilles Heel. It is their refusal to give the people 
their due share in the governance of the country. Jaitley’s 
budget begins the countdown. v

(The author is a MP in the Rajya Sabha & former Union 
Minister)
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an increased allocations. More money will be but aside for these 
this programmes. But the Speech swears by these programmes, 
infact, that there had been unjust cuts in this programme. 
Which is why we say that what is the Government’s leaning. 
Does, it lean in favor of the poor. Does it lean in favor of the 
those who are not within income tax net. Those who are not 
among the income tax payers to those who are not among 
the corporates the answer seems to be no. The Government 
says growth will happen and growth has happened you will 
get benefit. I think this is unjust, this goes against the grain 
of this country, goes against the ethos of this country. For 
long in this country there are poor people and yes we lifted 
140 million out of poverty in 10 years. Many more need to 
be lifted out of the poverty. The Government must lean in the 
favour of the poor and we do not find such a leaning in this 
budget. Infact, the non-income tax payer since he buys goods 
and against the services where to pay more excise duty has 
increased across the board and services tax has increased. So, 
non income tax payer against no relief he also pays more tax 
and more surprising part is what they throw in favour of the 
corporates. The Finance Minister says that effective corporate 
rate is about 23 percent in the current year that is 426000 crore 
so roughly you can take it tax every one percent of corporate 

tax is roughly about 20 thousand crore rupees. So what are they 
proposing. Beginning next year every year we are giving relief 
to the corporate sector about 20 thousand crore and the next 
4 years every year they will give relief of 20 thousands to the 
corporate sector. I know few countries where the corporate tax 
rate is much below 25 percent of the 30 percent. Our corporate 
tax rate are quite competitive and there is a certain puzzle in 
this beginning next year going 4 years beginning next year 
going 4 years to the next election. And every year they will give 
the corporate 20 thousands crore by way of relief. There are 
giving of you some numbers and maybe we can dig up more 
numbers where a large sections of the people who deserved 
Governments support, sympathy and help are being left of 
the court. The overall impression I am getting an impression 
that this budget is being unkind to the poor, that kindness 
thing that I can say about the budget is unkind to the poor. Is 
possible that current year will have a growth of 7.4 percent last 
year 6.9 percent is possible that growth will pick up to 7.4. But 
the claim that next year growth will cross 8 percent I think it 
is a tall claim. If this country must grow everybody must put 
his weight together behind this country, country cannot grow 
only on the shoulders of the corporate and income tax payers. 
All others must get together and I am afraid many extremely 
disenchanting and disillusioned by this budget. v

sonia Gandhi has memorably said 
that our federalism requires “a strong 
Centre, strong states, and strong 
local governments”. Arun Jaitley’s 
budget has massacred the Ministry 
of Panchayati raj by slashing its 
allocation from rs. 7,000 crore 
to a mere rs. 94 crore - the most 
drastic cut of any Ministry, thereby 
confirming his and Narendra Modi’s 
bias against the people’s participation 
in governance and towards 
bureaucratic authoritarianism. In 
these circumstances, it is ludicrous to 
talk of “good governance” - for the best 
governance is self-governance, and this 
is being extinguished.

continued from page 21
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As soon as the Budget speech 
was over, mercifully in under 
two  hours, the platitudes 

began to flow: “a breakout budget”, 
said the bhakts. “A corporate-friendly 
budget”, sneered the  left. I tweeted 
the latter charge, adding: “Corporate-
friendly but little for the aam aadmi, 
and the poor completely forgotten.” 
One can point to the elimination of 
Wealth Tax and the phased reduction 
of corporate tax as evidence for the 
latter charge. But this is well-ploughed 
ground: one must look beyond the 
obvious criticisms and see how the 
Budget will or will not change the 
lives of Indians for the better.

Unlike last year’s underwhelming 
laundry-list, this year’s Budget did 
contain a vision for the future, albeit 
one again falling short of the “big bold 
ideas” Mr Jaitley liked to insist upon 
when he was in Opposition. We had 
already been warned, in yesterday’s 
Economic Survey, not to expect any of 
the big-ticket reforms the world had 
been hoping for: “Big-Bang reforms 
as conventionally understood,” the 
Survey had argued defensively, “are an 
unreasonable and infeasible standard 
for evaluating the government’s 
reform actions.” Instead, it called 
for “a persistent, encompassing, and 
creative incrementalism”, which is 
more or less what we’ve got in the 

nine months of the Narendra Modi-
led central government.

The Finance Minister’s speech was 
fine; as is too often the case with 
this Government,  words, rhetoric 
and sound-bites are what they are 
good at. But in the face of a lack of 
adequate resources abetted by low tax 
collections, a dangerously high fiscal 
deficit, and weak corporate spending, 
it’s not enough. Implementation of 

JAITLEy JI, WhERE ARE ThE  
“BIG BOLD IDEAS?”

the soaring vision 
of a growing, 
prosperous and 
just India is where 
the challenge lies. 
Here the auguries 
are less promising. 
Once again, for 
instance, we heard 
a great deal about 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

shashi Tharoor

achhe din haven’t dawned yet. the decline in 
global oil prices is partially responsible for the 
slight improvement in the recent economic figures 
boasted about by the Government. every year 
India spends almost 12% of its GdP in importing 
commodities such as petroleum,gold, coal, vegetables 
oils, fertilizers, and silver, which constitute 51% 
of our country’s total imports. A decrease in the 
global prices of these commodities has benefited 
our economy by improving our currentaccount, 
controlling inflation and consequently increasing 
GdP growth. the Government can hardly 
take credit for these changes. but it has offset the 
declining oil prices by levying an additional cess 
of rs. 6 at the pump, up from rs. 2, which will 
directly hit the aam aadmi.



Congress sandesh | 26 |  marCh 2015

VIeW PoINt

and investment therein. But how 
exactly is more investment in 
infra going to transform India, at 
a time when incomplete projects 
costing  Rs.  18 Lakh Crore (about 13 
percent of GDP) have tied up public 
and private funds in stuck infra 
projects right now? The only yardstick 
that matters is change on the ground, 
not good intentions in North Block.

Here,  achhe din  haven’t dawned 
yet. The decline in global oil prices 
is partially responsible for the 
slight improvement in the recent 
economic figures boasted about by 
the Government. Every year India 
spends almost 12% of its GDP in 
importing commodities such as 
petroleum,gold, coal, vegetables 
oils, fertilizers, and silver, which 
constitute 51% of our country’s total 
imports. A decrease in the global 
prices of these commodities has 
benefited our economy by improving 
our  currentaccount, controlling 
inflation and consequently increasing 
GDP growth. The Government can 
hardly take  credit  for these changes. 
But it has offset the declining oil 
prices by levying an additional cess 
of  Rs.  6 at the pump, up from  Rs.  2, 
which will directly hit the aam aadmi.

From a macro-economic perspective, 
there are some real worries about 
how the Finance Minister will achieve 
fiscal consolidation with his budget. 
Put bluntly, Mr Jaitley’s tax numbers 
don’t add up. The fiscal deficit for 
April-December 2014-15 is at Rs. 5.32 
lakh crore and has surpassed this 
year’s Budget Estimate of  Rs.  5.31 
lakh-crore by 0.2%. However, last 
year’s fiscal deficit for the same period 
was 93.9% of the Budget Estimate 
for FY 2013-14. The higher deficit is 
mainly because of the low revenue 
collections, which are in fact much 
lower than the figures projected by 
the Government in its overambitious 

must be judged by whether the coal 
gets to the power stations that are 
currently starved of fuel sources, and 
by whether we can cut back on our 
imports of coal, which were always 
absurd in a country with the world’s 
largest reserves of the black stuff.

And as for Swachh Bharat, this is 
increasingly looking like a series of 
photo-ops, with grandees picking 
up brooms for the camera and never 
touching them again until the next 
camera is scheduled to come by next 
year. Toilets are being constructed, 
but are they being used, and are they 
being cleaned? Is there water and 
electricity in them? Surveys suggested 
the real figures are dismal. From a 
Budget point of view, considering 
the importance of the campaign, it 
should be granted funds from core 
budgetary allocations to achieve 
reasonable targets. There aren’t any, 
just vague talk of a possible Swachh 
Bharat cess levy. The Government 
should focus on making hygiene and 
sanitation about human dignity and 
a community initiative rather than a 
tax liability. All credit to the PM for 
raising consciousness about this issue, 
but in the absence of credible Central 
funding and community adoption 
of the scheme, it is bound to remain 
a laudable idea rather than a life-
changer.

The Finance Minister clapped himself 
on the back over what he, echoing 
the Economic Survey, called the JAM 
Trinity - JanDhan, Adhar and Mobile 
- to implement benefits through direct 
transfer. But this “jam” was actually 
the UPA’s “bread and butter” - schemes 
devised by the UPA government and 
sneered at by the Opposition at the 
time. I’m sure it was too much to hope 
for Mr Jaitley to acknowledge this.

I don’t see any reforms to improve the 
financial health of the banking sector, 
with banks reporting restructured 

maiden budget for FY 2014-2015. So 
where’s the extra revenue going to 
come from? Mr Jaitley doesn’t say.

  And what happened to the 
Expenditure Reforms Commission he 
mentioned in his last Budget speech, 
in July? Where are the promised 
reforms?

The long term debt of the Government 
saw an increase of US$ 8.01 billion, 
between June 2014 and September 
2014, despite the Government’s 
continuous criticism of the long 
term borrowings of the UPA. By 
November 2014, the Government 
had already borrowed 98.9% of the 
Budget Estimate for FY 2014-15. 
Where is the prudent financing that 
the Government had claimed it would 
deliver?

Mr Jaitley pointed to three “major 
successes” of his Government: the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, the 
transparent auction of coal blocks, 
and the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. Let’s 
take each in turn.

The success of the Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Dhan Yojana is questionable. 
While the Government claims to have 
achieved a financial inclusion of 100%, 
the urban poor remain excluded. 
Beggars, rag pickers, small vendors, 
slum dwellers and the homeless 
who live on the many streets of our 
large cities have been completely 
overlooked by the Government in all 
its schemes, including the scheme for 
financial inclusion. More important, 
it’s all very well to boast about 12.5 
crore new bank accounts, but 73% 
of the Jan Dhan bank accounts have 
reported zero balance. How does 
an empty bank account help change 
anyone’s life?

Coal auctions - imposed by the 
Supreme Court rather than a policy 
preference of the NDA - may have 
been a good idea, but their efficacy 
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assets worth 12% of their total assets. 
A sharp increase in Non-Performing 
Assets has also adversely affected 
bank stocks across the country. The 
Government needs to resolve this 
issue of bad-debts so as to free the 
worst affected borrowers, especially 
the power and infrastructure firms. 
But there was no mention of this vital 
issue in the Budget speech.

One major reform suggested in the 
Budget speech was the creation 
of a single market for agricultural 
goods, overruling individual states’ 
agricultural produce marketing 
Acts. But given that the States will 
undoubtedly resist this encroachment 
on their prerogatives, how exactly 
does the Modi Government hope to 
reconcile this reform with its much-

vaunted new spirit of “cooperative 
federalism”?

The economy is also witnessing a 
slackening labour market, with rural 
wages registering an annual growth 
of 3.8% in November 2014, after 
recording its highest growth at 26% 
and an average growth of 18 % during 
a five year period between 2009 and 
2014. Agriculture and allied sectors 
have registered a decline in their 
growth rate, recorded at 3.5% in the 
first half of FY 2014-2015. It is much 
lower than the 4.5% recorded in the 
same period for FY 2013-2014. A fall in 
wages and employment opportunities 
will undoubtedly push rural youth 
into our limited urban spaces, where 
the NDA Government can only offer 
them slogans about “Make in India”. 

They need to “make it” in India, but 
for that they need real jobs they can 
do. Where are these coming from? 
Slogans and sound-bites don’t make 
factories run.

Effective measures to help the poor, 
who constitute 29.5% of the total 
population, have still not been 
introduced. Of India’s total population, 
30.9% of the rural population and 
26.4% of the urban population is 
still living Below the Poverty Line 
(BPL).   The Government has to still 
initiate schemes to fulfil its promise of 
creating slum free cities and little has 
been done to provide for pucca houses 
for the poor in rural areas, besides 
the UPA-created Indira Awas Yojana 
(IAY). In fact overall allocations for 
housing and health have both been 
slashed since the last budget, each by 
around 20% of previous allocations.

Key areas have been neglected. 
Ambitious targets have been 
announced for new and renewable 
energy, but no concrete measures 
have been announced in the Budget 
to make them a reality: no tax-free 
bonds, specific allocations or tax 
incentives, for instance.

In Opposition, Mr Jaitley had long 
attacked the UPA’ service taxes, 
joking that he couldn’t use the “sulabh 
sauchalaya” at Lodhi Garden on his 
morning walks because toilet use 
would be taxed since it’s not on the 
negative list of service tax exemptions. 
Now, he has in fact increased the 
number of items attracting service 
tax and raised Service Tax by nearly 
2%, which will increase utility bills, 
food costs - and the cost of his urinal. 
He has flushed his own objections 
down the toilet. That’s one thing he 
won’t mind being accused of - taking 
Swachh Bharat too literally. v

(Author is a Member of Parliament 
and former Union Minister)

swachh bharat, this is increasingly looking like a 
series of photo-ops, with grandees picking up brooms 
for the camera and never touching them again until 
the next camera is scheduled to come by next year. 
toilets are being constructed, but are they being 
used, and are they being cleaned? Is there water and 
electricity in them? surveys suggested the real figures 
are dismal. from a budget point of view, considering 
the importance of the campaign, it should be granted 
funds from core budgetary allocations to achieve 
reasonable targets. there aren’t any, just vague talk of 
a possible swachh bharat cess levy. the Government 
should focus on making hygiene and sanitation about 
human dignity and a community initiative rather 
than a tax liability. All credit to the PM for raising 
consciousness about this issue, but in the absence of 
credible Central funding and community adoption 
of the scheme, it is bound to remain a laudable idea 
rather than a life-changer.
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Umid unse kya thi, aur kar woh kya rahe hain. This 
couplet from an old Hindi movie song can epitomise 
railway minister Suresh Prabhu’s maiden budget 

presented yesterday. People looking for far-reaching 
reforms along with instant conveniences, yearning for big 
bang changes from the Modi government to “turbo-charge 
an Indian take-off ” (The Economist), would have been 
disappointed.

Prabhu’s rail budget marks an unusual, and welcome, 
restraint. It eschews familiar populist annuals such as 
new rail lines, new trains, new projects. Commendably, 
it emphasises investment priority for consolidating and 
modernising existing infrastructure, as for the 77 projects 
covering 9,400 km at a cost of Rs 96,182 crore. The 
proposed Logistics Corporation will provide a much needed 
integrated multimodal logistics solution through common 
user facilities.

There are several important announcements which Prabhu 
has left ambiguous. For example, how will investment 
resources of Rs 850,000 crore be garnered in five years to 
break the cycle of “chronic underinvestment” in railways; 
what timelines are envisaged for operation of the two 
ongoing freight corridors and initiation of four others; will 
even one or two high speed bullet trains remain dur ast? 
What is the likelihood of selected inter-city passenger trains 
running at 160-200 kmph by the time the western and 
eastern freight corridors are completed? Is the projected 
88.5% operationing ratio (OR) for 2015-16 realistic, 
predicated as it is on incremental freight lifting of 85 million 
tonnes (against an average of 45 mt in the last four years)?

There is cause for cheer that OR in 2014-15 is now estimated 
to improve to 91.8% against the budgeted 92.5% in spite of 
increase in passenger earnings in the year having had to 
be scaled down from 22.2% to 17.7%, besides enhanced 

contributions to Pension Fund and 
Depreciation Reserve Fund.

Prabhu would have conveyed an 
important reformist message by staying 
the increase in freight charges, apprising 
the country of the need to raise 
passenger fares instead. Let customers 
appreciate that passenger services 
utilise two-thirds of IR’s resources but 
yield less than one-fourth of its traffic 
revenues. Whereas an average freight 
train accounted for revenue of Rs 894 per km in 2012-13, 
an average passenger train caused a loss of Rs 385 per km.

It was also a missed opportunity for Prabhu to apprise 
countrymen of the revolutionary changes coming about in 
the logistics sector worldwide  how the suboptimal modal 
share owing to IR’s inability to carry appropriate levels of 
freight and passenger traffic inflicts enormous loss on the 
national economy, equivalent of over 4% of GDP as the 
National Transport Development Policy Committee has 
revealed.

The Modi-Gowda team had commendably diagnosed IR’s 
ailment in the July 2014 interim rail budget: its “dilemma 
of choosing between commercial viability and social 
viability”, its “misdirected” investments. IR needs to settle 
on its identity and its mission. It must shed the parasitic 
ambivalence inherent in its perceived role of a departmental 
undertaking with public service obligation, and, instead, 
have an unambiguous commitment to being essentially a 
corporate entity with inalienable responsibility to carry the 
nation’s freight and passengers efficiently and economically.

Men move mountains. Railways are in dire need to restructure 
their management infrastructure as well as businesses. IR’s 

TACkLInG ThE BEhEMOTh: RAILWAyS 
CAn REALISE LARGE GAInS In 

EFFICIEnCy, BUT ThAT DIDn’T hAPPEn 
ThIS RAIL BUDGET

raghu dayal
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New PCC Presidents
The Congress president Smt. Sonia Gandhi has on 2nd March, 2015 
approved five new Pradesh Congress Committees Presidents and one 
Regional Congress Committee President with immediate effect as 
mentioned against their names according to AICC general secretary, 
Shri Janardan Dwivedi:

shri uttam reddy - TELANGANA

shri Mallu bhatti Vikramarka
Working President 

shri Ashok Chavan - MAHARASHTRA

shri sanjay Nirupam - MUMBAI RCC

shri Ghulam Ahmed Mir - JAMMU AND KASHMIR

shri Ajay Maken - DELHI

shri bharatsinh solanki - GUJARAT

CoMMeNt

managerial cadres are now characterised by 
bizarre recruitment and promotion systems. IR’s 
multiple services and cadres at the management 
level need to be rationalised and coalesced into 
just two streams  technical and logistics.

IR needs to be reorganised in terms of business 
lines such as freight transportation and passenger 
transportation as separate profit centres. Among 
the daily average of 12,617 passenger trains 
that IR operated in 2012-13, there were as 
many as 4,676 slow sectional or regional trains, 
which consume a substantial portion of scarce 
movement capacity. While concentrating on 
inter-city passenger services business, it may 
well hive off regional, sectional and suburban 
services to be managed, developed and operated 
by an autonomous entity under IR umbrella, as 
it has already proposed a separate SPV for high 
speed bullet trains.

Everyone talks of massive investments in the 
system; there is no talk of perceptible productivity 
to be enhanced, costs to be pruned, savings to 
be effected. The IR structure remains much 
the same as decades ago. It needs to ruthlessly 
streamline its structure, reduce management 
layers, shed the flab it has accumulated. In March 
2005 China among other reforms streamlined 
the traditional 4-tiered into a 3-tiered system, 
thus abolishing the equivalent of the divisions 
in IR. The latter needs to examine the need and 
utility of its administrative apparatus across all 
its 17 zones and 68 divisions.

It may not be outlandish to ask the top managers 
to scan their fiefdoms and achieve an ad hoc 10% 
savings in their overall budgeted expenses for the 
year. While Prabhu comprehends the importance 
of restructuring the gigantic apparatus he presides 
over, he will need to carry this out right across the 
sprawling system. There will be huge resistance, 
overt protests and covert machinations to thwart 
his intent, but he has to persist.

There is a need for the leadership to get 
over a generic perception of IR as an archaic 
organisation, insular and smug. No organisation 
can afford to get stuck in time, history or 
geography. v

(The author is former Managing Director of 
Container Corporation of India)

Courtesy: TOI

New Communication department 
Incharge
Consequent upon appointment of Shri Ajay 
Maken as President of the Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee, the Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has appointed Shri Randeep Surjewala on 
5 March, 2015 as Incharge of the Communications 
Department till further notification, according to 
AICC general secretary, Shri Janardan Dwivedi.

Shri Uttam Reddy Shri Ashok Chavan

Shri Ghulam Ahmed 
Mir

Shri Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka

Shri Sanjay 
Nirupam

Shri Bharatsinh 
Solanki

Shri Ajay Maken
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t h i r u v a n a n t h ap u r a m : 
The Speaker of the Kerala 
Assembly, former minister 
and Congress leader, G. 
Karthikeyan, (66) passed 
away on 7th March, 
2015.He was undergoing 
treatment at the Health 
Care Global (HCG) hospital in Bengaluru after being 
diagnosed with cancer of the liver.According to a statement 
by the hospital, his liver function had deteriorated for which 
he was on advanced liver support system and showed some 
improvement. However, his condition deteriorated due to 
multi-organ failure on Friday night.

Shri Karthikeyan was known for his gentle manners and 
insightful oratory. He was known for his often different and 
powerful stances in Kerala’s political landscape.

Born on January 20, 1949, as the son of N.P. Gopala Pillai and 
Vanajakshiamma, he got involved with the KSU during his 
student days.He graduated in Commerce and then went on 
to become a lawyer. He held various positions such as Union 
General Secretary at the Kerala University, a member of the 
senate, KSU state president, state president of the Youth 
Congress, KPCC General Secretary, KPCC Vice President 
and so on.

He was six times MLA and gained entry into the Assembly 
for the first time in 1982 from Thiruvananthapuram North. 
He became minister twice - in 1995 and 2001 - and also had 
a stint as party chief whip.

As Speaker, Karthikeyan was particular that ministers 
should respond to queries from MLAs promptly. He also 
insisted that MLAs should become more active in the affairs 
of the Assembly.

In a condolence message by the 
Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi to his wife Dr. M.T. Sulekha 
said “I am deeply grieved to learn of 
the sad passing away of your husband 
Shri G. Karthikeyan, Speaker of 
Kerala Assembly. The Congress Party 
has lost a dedicated, loyal and able 
leader, and Kerala has lost one of its most distinguished 
public figures who was widely respected and admired. 
A person of great integrity and fine human qualities, he 
contributed abundantly to the welfare and progress of the 
state, strengthened the Congress Party and, with his warm 
personality, won the trust and friendship of people across 

the political and social spectrum. We will always honour 
his memory.

I am well aware that words of comfort are of little meaning 
at this hour, but you must take consolation from the fact 
that he is now released from his suffering and at peace. At 
this time of grief, my thoughts and prayers are with you and 
other members of your family  may you find the strength to 
bear this tragic loss.

In a statement by the Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
expressed shock and said- 
My heartfelt condolences 
on the passing away of Shri 
G. Karthikeyan. A stalwart 
of the Kerala Congress. He 
served party and the people 
of the state with dedication 
for over four decades. His 
loss will be deeply mourned. My thoughts and prayers are with 
his family in this time of grief. v

kERALA SPEAkER G. kARThIkEyAn DIES In BEnGALURU
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DAnDI MARCh: ThE FInEST 
ExAMPLE OF ThE InTUITIvE 
STRATEGy OF A SATyAGRAhI

The Atmosphere 

Dandi March and the Civil Disobedience 
Movement were among the five most 
important moments of Gandhi’s life. 
It was the most illuminating moment 
of India’s non-violent struggle for 
freedom. This experiment in non-
violence suppressed the sporadic but 
widespread incidents of violence and 
infused people with positive energy. The 

reason was that Gandhi ji, the practical 
idealist had the vision that he would 
walk to the seashore and make salt. It 
was a definitive step towards freedom. 
Gandhi ji chose Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel who could execute his vision 
perfectly. This was the finest example of 
the executive foresight of the Mahatma.  

Mira behen has described that the whole 
of the Sabarmati Ashram was awake on 

the night between 
the 11th and 12th 
March, 1930. The 
entire village had 
assembled and 
there was a long 
line of vehicles too 
because everyone 
was sure that 
Gandhi ji would 
be arrested before 
the Dandi March began. When the 
whole Ashram was awake, the only 
person who was sleeping soundly was 
Mohandas Gandhi! Why worry about 
what was going to happen the next day? 
Let me sleep now!! And so he slept!  He 
who had this unique quality of Sattva, 
calmness of mind which enabled him to 
remain positive even under all difficult 
circumstances. 

The strategy

The country was eager for the Civil 
Disobedience Movement after the 
Lahore Congress. People awaited 
Gandhi ji’s announcement of the 
program anxiously. For many days he 
had groped in vain for inspiration. 
Finally it had come to him in a flash. 
Once he was convinced of the program 
, Gandhi ji had not wasted his time and 
placed it before the country. Gandhi ji 
believed that the moment was now ripe 
for the new dramatic and completely 
non-violent campaign: the Salt 
Satyagraha. His cleverness lay in being 
transparent.

The issue of Civil Disobedience 

shobhana 
radhakrishna
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was made public. In his letter to the 
Viceroy, Gandhi ji had declared that he 
would break the Salt Act by marching 
from the Sabarmati Ashram. He had 
addressed the British viceroy in India, 
addressing the letter as ‘Dear Friend’ 
(This was always a part of the Gandhian 
method; in his world view, there were 
no enemies, because he was fighting 
the evil of the system and not these 
individuals. He hated the sin, but not the 
sinner.)  They said they did not want to 
meet Gandhi,‘talking to you is useless.’ 
Hence Gandhi ji said, that when I asked 
for rotis, they gave me stones in return.

The letter announced the date of 
commencement of the movement as 11 
March, which was later changed to from 
12 March. It was still not certain as to 
where the march would conclude. 

When the British viceroy rejected eleven 
demands Gandhi ji had articulated 
as the essence of self-government in 
his letter, he decided to directly attack 
the salt law, which taxed staple of rich 
and poor alike-and also outlawed the 
manufacture of one’s own salt, as well as 
the purchase of untaxed domestic salt.  

Why salt?

When Gandhi ji announced his plan, 
even his close aides and associates were 
completely unconvinced. The Indian 
National Congress was mystified and 
incredulous. Of all things, why salt? 
Many leaders had felt that the choice of 
salt tax as an issue was insignificant and 
that it would divert the attention from 
the more significant issue of complete 
independence or Poorna Swaraj. 
Their apprehension was laid to rest by 
the reception that the Dandi March 
received. The courage and forbearance 
of the people across the country were 
such that the skepticism of the critics 
was dissolved.  Gandhi ji had outlined 
his plan to ‘raid’ the salt works at 
Dharasana in his letter to the Viceroy of 
India. He was arrested before he could 
carry out the ‘raid’. With his arrest the 
non-violent agitation gathered more 

strength according to Narayan Desai, 
Eminent Gandhian.

Gandhi ji once again proved that he 
was no mere saint like figure, but also 
a superb strategist. This would prove 
to be his masterstroke, as it was a plan 
that was at once simple and brilliant. 
Salt for Gandhi ji, was largely symbolic; 
by choosing salt as an issue, Gandhi ji 
was showcasing the heartlessness of an 
Empire that would tax something so 
basic and essential to the human diet. 
It served as a powerful symbol of a 
callous and cruel colonial exploitation, 
imposing burdens on the already 
poor millions. What was even more 
ridiculous that salt could be made freely 
on the sea shore, yet no Indian was 
allowed to make it. If ever a law could 
be unjust, here was one. Above all, 
given the essential nature of its use this 
issue would cut across all lines of caste, 
creed, state and language. Finally, it was 
a powerful issue for the Indian women 
struggling to feed her family.

Starting from Ahmedabad on 12 
March, Gandhi led a 240 -mile long 
march to the sea at Dandi, where he 
intended publicly to break the law by 
‘making salt’- that is gathering natural 
sea salt that had crystallized under the 
sun on the beach. His fellow marchers 
numbered seventy nine handpicked 

followers, whose progress was eagerly 
followed by Indians all along the route 
to Dandi, on the coast of the Arabian 
Sea. The marchers did not carry a single 
flag or banner.  Gandhi ji walked fast, 
but he increased his speed further to 
save himself from the rising dust and 
those wanting to touch his feet. Three 
film crews captured this walk and, 
Gandhi ji’s fast paced walk became 
legendary. 

The Gujarat Vidyapeeth had deputed 
‘Arun Tukdi’, a vanguard that reached 
the stops as an advance party that gave 
Gandhi ji all the information about the 
villages. Gandhi ji who understood the 
Indian villages more than anyone else, 
explained the economics, the ethics and 
the politics of the salt law. He was to 
do this all along the route of the Dandi 
March. The March was a means of 
awakening the people.  

The event, which was widely covered 
by the press, thrilled the nation and 
electrified the world, and when Gandhi 
ji reached the ocean and picked up a 
fistful of salty mud on April 6, 1930, 
Indian began making and selling 
illegal salt everywhere. Gandhi ji and 
others were quickly rounded up, but 
their arrest only raised the pitch of the 
resistance and increased the intensity 
of the world’s focus on India, finally 

the issue of Civil disobedience was made public. 
In his letter to the Viceroy, Gandhi ji had declared 
that he would break the salt Act by marching from 
the sabarmati Ashram. he had addressed the british 
viceroy in India, addressing the letter as ‘dear friend’ 
(this was always a part of the Gandhian method; 
in his world view, there were no enemies, because 
he was fighting the evil of the system and not these 
individuals. he hated the sin, but not the sinner.)  
they said they did not want to meet Gandhi,‘talking 
to you is useless.’ hence Gandhi ji said, that when I 
asked for rotis, they gave me stones in return.
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pressurizing the viceroy into repealing 
the salt tax and other repressive 
measures according to Alan Axelrod, 
Management Guru. 

face to face with the Mahatma 
Gandhi

Mr. Negley Farson, the adventure 
correspondent for the Chicago Daily 
News and an inveterate traveler met 
Gandhi ji under a mango tree in Karadi 
in Surat on a sweltering afternoon 
in March 1930. Describing his first 
impression of the Man clad only in loin 
cloth, a pair of ancient silver rimmed 
spectacles, and two hats. ‘Anyone else 
would have looked ridiculous, but not 
the Mahatma. I realized as I sat cross 
legged on the ground before the little 
man, that I was in the of presence of a 
Presence.

When Farson asked Lord Irwin, Viceroy 
of India what he thought of Gandhi, he 
replied, ‘The first time I saw Gandhi, 
I was tremendously impressed by 
his holiness. The second time, I was 
tremendously impressed by his legal 
astuteness. The third time I was sure of 
it.’ 

‘Of which, Your Excellency?’ asked 
Farson. Lord Irwin merely smiled and 
looked down into the Himalayas: ‘That 
is for you to decide,’ he said. (Ref.: 
Gandhi at first sight by Thomas Webber) 

Gandhi ji’s Wise Council of 
Associates 

According to Narayan Desai, the March 
required detailed planning and Gandhi 
ji looked to his associates for their wise 
council and to take up the leadership 
in his absence, in case he was arrested. 
Gandhi ji left the final decision of the 
route through Gujarat, the largest salt 
producer in India to his most pragmatic 
colleague Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The 
Sardar toured the state and consulted 
with colleagues and finally chose Surat, 
the district that had given him the title of 
Sardar. As the Dandi March progressed 
people realized that the decision was 

not emotive but very strategic. 

Sardar Patel not only determined the 
route of the March, but through his own 
conduct had also shown the sacrifice 
that would be needed for the national 
movement.  During his travels across 
the main centers that Gandhi ji’s March 
was to pass through, he spoke to the 
people and taught them fearlessness. 
The government found this hard to bear.

Sardar and his people chose Dandi 
village in Jalapur taluk. The Marchers 
would have walked for more than three 
weeks to reach Dandi, and would pass 
through main districts of Gujarat. 
The time frame was important to give 
a momentum to the agitation. The 
struggle was against the British, so care 
was taken to void passing through the 
native states of Gaikwad and Kathiawad 
state of Baroda. The March would have 
a day halt in one village, and spend the 
night in another. The distance between 
the villagers was such that neither the 
new Marchers nor the experienced 
walkers like Gandhi ji would find it 
too strenuous. Having delegated the 
responsibility of deciding the route to 
Sardar Patel, Gandhi ji was free from 
worry. He did not complain about the 
choice of the single place of halt en-
route. He was a disciplined soldier who 
demanded discipline from others too.   

Gandhi ji was to enter Surat district by 
crossing the Kim river. Jugatram Dave’s 

team from the Vedchi Ashram had been 
preparing for Gandhi’s arrival for days. 
The Kim river did not have a bridge. The 
people of Umrachhi village, the Vedchhi 
ashramites , the members of Arun Tukdi 
and Olpad taluk congress members 
built a bridge by tying bamboo together. 
There was also a boat waiting to take 
Gandhi ji across the river, but Gandhi 
ji decided to walk across the bridge to 
honor the efforts of the people. A crowd 
of about 500 persons was waiting to 
receive Gandhi ji as he crossed the river. 
Mithubehen Petit, Kalyanjibhai Mehta 
and other leading men of the area were 
present.  

In a village with a population of merely 
three thousands, thousands of people 
had gathered that morning. Speaking 
to the people, Gandhi ji said that at 
the age of sixty one if a man wished 
to undertake a March, he would go to 
the Himalayas, but he had decided to 
undertake this March and through it he 
wanted the darshan of God. He urged 
everyone to join him in the march 
telling them:

‘This so because as long as we do not 
succeed in overthrowing the Satanic 
Government that exists in the country, 
we are all participants in it. Such 
participants will not attain moksha even 
if they go to Dhaulagiri. The darshan 
of God is fraught with difficulties. He 
dwells in the hearts of thirty crores of 
people. If you wish to catch a glimpse 

this is a struggle between violence and non-violence. 
to the extent that I am non-violent in spirit, non-
violent remedies will occur to me; and these I shall 
put before the people so long as I remain free. In my 
absence also, if there spirit of non-violence has become 
general, people will follow non-violent methods. 
those who have not come under the spell of non-
violence are bound to do so in the end if the true spirit 
of non-violence comes to prevail among the people. 
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of Him there, you should establish total 
identification with their hearts. These 
thirty crore include all the skeletons 
of Orissa, Muslims, Parsis, Christians, 
Sikhs, men and women. We shall 
continue to be atheists and not believers 
so long as we do not achieve this unity 
with every section of the community. 
Hence I thought to myself that… I must 
not rest in peace. How can there be 
any rest for me so long as this empire 
is not destroyed? (Speech at Umrachhi, 
Navjivan, April 6, 1930)    

It was in Bhatgam that he had uttered 
his famous word that has come to be 
associated with his resolve during the 
March. He said, ‘I would rather die a 
dog’s death and have my bones licked 
by dogs than that I would return to 
the Ashram a broken man.’ (Speech at 
Bhatgam, Young India, April 3, 1930)

Before Gandhi ji was arrested he had 
decided who had to lead and do the 
work after him. The leadership was 
shouldered by Abbas Tyaab ji. Soon 
he was also arrested. Women from the 
ashram were given the job of picketing 
the liquor shops, Gandhi ji said that 
this job requires greater courage in a 
non-violent struggle. When there is 
a difficult job to be done he had kept 
the names of the women reserved.  So 
all the women folk of the ashram were 
determined to do their duty. 

triumph of spirit of the Non 
Violence 

The remarkable and unprecedented 
events of Dandi culminated at the 
Dharasana salt works. Gandhi ji was 
now in prison, but another protégé of 
Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu, led a group of 
2500 volunteers and Satyagrahis in a 
non-violent raid into the salt works. 

Web Miller, the American journalist 
from Chicago Daily News, who was 
the eye witness to the events of 21 
May, 1930 recounts, ‘Next leader was 
Manilal Gandhi, second son of Gandhi 
ji walked amongst the foremost of the 

Marchers. As the throng drew near the 
salt panes they commenced chanting 
the revolutionary slogan’ Inquilab 
Zindabad!’ intoning the two words 
over and over again.  In the order of 
leadership Naraharibhai Parikh was 
the fourth. Lathis were showered on 
Naraharibhai and blood was oozing 
from his head and covered the whole of 
his body. Gandhi ji was not there but 40 
representatives of the press were there to 
collect news as Naraharibhai fell down 
unconscious. When asked for a message 
he said,’ I am doubly blessed, because 
till now the leaders were arrested and 
the volunteers had to face physical 
assault. And now, I first faced the blows 
and then I am being arrested and that is 
why I am doubly blessed.’ 

The leaders who had the ropes, 
attempted to lasso the posts holding up 
the barbed wire, intending to uproot 
them. The police ran up and demanded 
that they disperse. The volunteers 
refused. The column silently refused the 
warning and slowly walked forward…
Suddenly, at a word of command, 
scores of native police rushed upon the 
advancing marchers and rained blows 
on their heads with steel shod lathis. Not 
even one of the marchers even raised an 
arm to fend off the blows. They went 
down like ten-pins. From where I stood, 
I heard the sickening whack of the lathis 
on the unprotected skulls. The waiting 
crowd of watchers groaned and sucked 
in their breath in sympathetic pain at 
every blow.      

The pious sacrifice of Dharasana created 
conditions that allowed a representative 
of the enslaved people to negotiate with 
the representative of the Empire as an 
equal.

Those were the days of the Salt 
Satyagraha, but even after that the 
mood of agitation continued as active 
youth took on the agitation with 
determination, ready to be martyred.  
Gandhi ji’s color had rubbed onto 
everyone. And if there was one reason 

above this, it was that everyone had 
tasted the Sabras or Salt of Independence 
with greater enthusiasm as Gandhi ji 
lifted a pinch of salt at the Dandi shore:  
Swaraj was now at the doorstep.  

Gandhi ji had viewed the Civil 
Disobedience movement as a challenge 
to the spreading violence in the 
country. He believed that if the spirit 
of non-violence became pervasive the 
forces of violence would weaken. He 
had therefore also announced that 
the struggle would continue even if 
incidences of violence were to occur. 
These were testing time for and every 
incidence of violence caused him deep 
personal pain. He shared his feelings 
with the readers of Navajivan: 

This is a struggle between violence 
and non-violence. To the extent that I 
am non-violent in spirit, non-violent 
remedies will occur to me; and these 
I shall put before the people so long 
as I remain free. In my absence also, 
if there spirit of non-violence has 
become general, people will follow non-
violent methods. Those who have not 
come under the spell of non-violence 
are bound to do so in the end if the 
true spirit of non-violence comes to 
prevail among the people. (Testing Me, 
Navjivan April 27, 1930).

The Civil Disobedience movement 
became stronger after Gandhi ji’s 
arrest in 1930. A much greater surge of 
sacrifice was seen in 1930-31 when all 
people from all walks of life joined the 
struggle. This aspect of Gandhji’s long 
term strategy is important as it was the 
fight between Soul force against the 
Brute force. v

The author is an eminent Gandhian 
who has been involved in constructive 

activities through the Sarvodaya 
movement and has been re-inspiring the 
present generation about the Gandhian 

Ideology for bringing change in the 
society.  She is the chief functionary of 

the Gandhian Forum for Ethical 
Corporate Governance.

dANdI MArCh ANNIVersAry



Congress sandesh | 35 |  marCh 2015

froM the ArChIVes

Opening Address by the Congress President  
at the AICC Session on 21-08-2004, Talkatora Stadium, new Delhi

LET US MARCh AhEAD WITh COnFIDEnCE AnD COnvICTIOn. 
ELECTORAL UPS AnD DOWnS ARE InEvITABLE. WhAT MATTERS 
MORE IS WhEThER WE ARE AT OnE WITh ThE PEOPLE OF OUR 
COUnTRy, ESPECIALLy WITh ThE POOR, ThE DEPRIvED AnD ThE 
DISADvAnTAGED. WhAT MATTERS MORE IS WhEThER WE ARE 
TRUE TO OUR BELIEFS, STEADFAST In OUR COMMITMEnTS AnD 
TRAnSPAREnT In OUR ACTIOnS : SOnIA GAnDhI

As I stand before you, I am flooded 
with memories.

Memories of a young, dynamic, 
forward looking leader. A Prime 
Minister brimming with ideas and 
immersed in action. Yesterday, we 
observed his 60th birth anniversary.

At all times Rajivji is with us. The 
warmth he radiated endeared him to 
one and all. To them he was not simply 
a leader he was a friend, a colleague, a 
brother. I know how much he was loved 
and how fondly he is remembered by 
all Congressmen and women.

His sincerity and his dedication 
inspires us even today.

Let us recall how much Rajivji 
accomplished in his short span in 
politics.

It was his drive that brought about 
the panchayat raj revolution and 
empowered lakhs of women, scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes in local 
self-government.

It was his courage that brought about 
a new climate of peace in troubled 
areas like Punjab, Assam, Mizoram, 

Darjeeling and Tripura.

It was his statesmanship that opened a 
new chapter in our relations with the 
USA, Pakistan and China.

It was his foresight that ushered 
India into the IT,  computer  and 
telecom age and launched technology 
missions in vital social areas like 
drinking water, immunization, 
oilseeds, literacy and energy.

It was his abiding concern for the 
environment that made him launch 

ambitious projects for the greening 
of   India and for cleaning the sacred 
Ganga.

He added strength to our defence 
capability at the same time 
campaigning tirelessly for a nuclear 
weapons-free world.

He gave the country a new education 
policy, propagating a modern, 
scientific education based on secular 
and progressive values and the best of 
our traditions.
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He opened up new horizons for our 
entrepreneurs, businessmen and 
industrialists.

Rajiv Gandhi did so much. Yet, 
he  left  us with so much more to get 
done. As we assemble here today, let 
us not just  remember  his work but 
also rededicate ourselves to his vision. 
What he set out to do and what he 
did are an example to us. But what 
he wanted to get done has even more 
relevance today.

I came into active politics in December 
1997, to do all I could to strengthen the 
Congress party and its commitment to 
our founding principles.

Together, we have fought many 
electoral battles. Together we have 
shared triumphs, together we have 
shared defeat.

Before and during the recent Lok 
Sabha elections, many prophets of 
doom had written us off.

We remained steadfast.        

We prevailed.

We prevailed because the people of 
our country chose to entrust us with 
their confidence. How can we ever 
thank them for honouring us with 
that sacred trust? We can do so only 
by serving them with our utmost 
dedication, and by fulfilling each one 
of our promises.

We prevailed because of the unsparing 
efforts of lakhs of Congress workers 
across the length and breadth of 
our land. They toiled hard without 
any regard for personal gain or 
reward, never discouraged by gloomy 
predictions. Let us acknowledge and 
applaud their contributions.  

I am aware that many Congress 
workers and supporters expected me 
to be the Prime Minister. And I am 
grateful that all of you understood and 
accepted my decision. It was a decision 
that came from the heart.

After many  years  we now 
have both a Prime Minister 
and a Congress President. 
It is a new experience, but I 
have no doubt that both the 
party and the government 
will emerge stronger.

In Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
India has a Prime Minister 
of great learning, vast 
administrative experience 
and impeccable reputation. 
Let us welcome him today 
and congratulate him once 
again.

For all of us, a coalition at the Centre 
is a new experience. We have adjusted 
easily, proving our opponents and 
critics wrong. And in a remarkably 
short period of time we announced 
our Common Minimum Programme.

The CMP is based very largely on our 
own manifesto. It details the priorities, 
plans and programmes of the UPA 
government in several areas. It has 
been widely welcomed as a charter that 
gives a new direction to our politics, to 
our economy and to our society. It will 
undo the damage caused by the BJP/
NDA and, in doing so, it will honour 
the verdict of 2004.

Verdict 2004              

That verdict was a clear, categorical, 
decisive rejection of the BJP and of the 
NDA. Their arrogance, their lust for 
power and their pursuit of personal 
profit blinded them to reality. They 
believed they had attained political 
immortality.

Obviously, the BJP did not expect to 
lose.            

It lost.

Yet, the BJP is still behaving in a 
manner that subverts this mandate. It 
has not accepted its rejection by the 
people, by the aam admi.

We have always acknowledged that 
the will of the people is supreme. 

We will soon start the process of organizational 
elections. I would urge all of you to participate 
actively in the membership drive. We should make 
every effort to reach out to all sections of society, 
particularly scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, obCs, 
minorities and women. We are the only political 
party which provides for reservations for the weaker 
sections of society in our organization. however, in 
spite of my own attempts, representation for women 
continues to be disappointingly low. let each one us 
commit to remedying this situation. We must also 
bring in professionals from different walks of life.
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For six years, we played the role 
of a responsible opposition. Even 
when our views were not sought we 
extended our support to get legislation 
passed in Parliament. We supported 
the government’s initiatives on foreign 
policy, on J&K and on many other 
issues of national interest.

Yes, we also opposed. We also 
demonstrated. But we did not cross the 
lakshman   rekha between legitimate 
protest and deliberate disruption. We 
were always on the offensive but we 
were never offensive.  

The BJP is clearly worried. Its Chintan 
Baithaks are now Chinta Baithaks. Let 
us be under no illusions. The BJP has 
not accepted the verdict of the people. 
And it will continue to disregard this 
verdict. But in doing so, it will be 
shown up for what it really is - anti-
democratic, illiberal and hypocritical.

There is a lesson here for us all of us, we 
must never fall prey to the arrogance 
of power. We must never lose sight of 
the fact that we are here to serve the 
people of India.

Current Political Issues

Today, I want to talk to you about 
some of the pressing issues before us.

Friends, we should all be concerned 
at what is happening in the North-
East. The BJP and some of its allies 
have been playing dangerous games 
in this most sensitive region, but there 
are times when partisan politics need 
to be set aside. Insurgency has to be 
combated. Dialogue must be sustained. 
Infrastructure must be developed 
rapidly. The true economic potential 
of all the North-Eastern states must 
be fully realized in a way that directly 
benefits the people of the region.

Two years ago, our party took a 
bold step in forming the coalition 
government in Jammu and Kashmir. 
As a result, development work has 
been revived. Because of the state 

government’s “healing touch” policy, 
there is a renewed sense of  hope and 
participation among the people of the 
state. Of course, we cannot afford to 
relax our vigil against those who seek 
to prevent the return of harmony to 
J&K. But we do need to make sure 
that all those willing to participate in 
democratic processes find a place and 
a voice.

Many tribal regions in a number 
of states are witnessing the spread 
of   Naxalite violence. In addition to 
what governments are doing to meet 
this challenge, our party in these states 
also has a role to play. We must make it 
a mission to be true representatives of 
the people, involving ourselves closely 
with the continuing problems faced by 
our tribal brothers and sisters. I plan to 
constitute an AICC task force to make 
an in-depth analysis of this complex 
issue and come up with appropriate 
recommendations for our party.

Water disputes are becoming 
increasingly contentious. Each state 
has its point of view that must be 
heard and debated. Each state has to 
take care of its own interests. But aren’t 
the interests of the country as a whole, 
paramount? Doesn’t the country 
have a legitimate right to ask for an 
amicable settlement? India’s precious 
water resources need to be harnessed 

for the well-being of all her people. 
The states owe it to themselves and to 
the country to work together for viable 
solutions.

Current economic Issues

Let me turn to other matters that 
concern the daily welfare of our 
people.

The recent Budget has emphasized 
agriculture, employment, education 
and health. This is in keeping with our 
manifesto. It is a matter of satisfaction 
that the UPA government has 
allocated Rs. 10,000 crore extra this 
year for the implementation of   the 
CMP. This will cover largely the “Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan”, the food-for-work 
employment guarantee programme, 
the cooked mid-day meal scheme and 
health insurance for the poor. It will 
also enable faster completion of on-
going irrigation projects.

But as a party that is answerable to 
the people, we know that increased 
spending in itself is not enough. While 
we increase outlays, we must focus on 
outcomes. The Prime Minister himself 
is closely monitoring this aspect 
through the Planning Commission. 
It is vital that the delivery system at 
the grassroots actually delivers and 
delivers what is planned to those with 
the greatest need, the poor and the 

frontal organizations should, for instance, spearhead 
campaigns for the implementation of legislation 
relating to women’s rights and child welfare. dowry, 
violence on women, atrocities on weaker sections, 
child marriage, female foeticide, to give some 
examples - are issues crying out for political advocacy 
and action. I am counting on all of you, young people 
particularly to take the lead. I also want INtuC to 
reactivate itself and take on social security concerns 
of crores of workers in the unorganized, informal 
sector.
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disadvantaged sections of society.

I am firmly convinced, as was 
Rajivji, that devolution of funds, 
functions and functionaries to elected 
Panchayat institutions as provided in 
the Constitution, is the single most 
important measure to bring about 
a rural transformation. There must 
also be complete transparency and 
accountability in the use of these 
funds. The Right to Information can 
be used as an instrument to ensure that 
people themselves know how money 
allocated for their welfare is being 
spent. Our party workers and our 
frontal organizations must spearhead 
such a campaign.

In recent weeks, some states like 
Assam, Bihar and Gujarat have gone 
through the agony of floods. The Prime 
Minister and I have visited some of the 
affected areas. Many of our colleagues 
have been involved in rehabilitation 
work. It is a matter of some relief that 
rains have finally come in parts of 
the country where there were fears 
of drought. But the delay in rains has 
caused some distress. I know that the 
government is in close touch with the 
states concerned. Perhaps the time is 
ripe, as some eminent scientists have 
advocated, for the implementation 
of drought, flood and good weather 
codes. Such codes could enhance our 
capacity to minimize the impact of an 
aberrant monsoon and maximize the 
impact of a good monsoon as well.

Our manifesto and the CMP also 
makes a number of commitments for 
the economic and social empowerment 
of the weaker sections of society, 
including affirmative action. We 
accord the highest priority to fulfilling 
these commitments. Earlier Congress 
governments established separate 
finance and development corporations 
for the welfare of scheduled castes, 
scheduled tribes, safai karamcharis, 
backward classes, minorities and 
the physically challenged. These 

corporations need to be given full 
financial and infrastructure support 
so that they can carry out their 
functions in a manner so as to fulfill 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s dreams 
and aspirations.

organisation

Let me now turn to our organization 
itself. Just last week, we celebrated 
the anniversary of our Independence. 
We recalled the sacrifices and 
contributions of freedom fighters 
and our unique galaxy of leaders like 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, Indiraji and Rajivji. 
We have achieved whatever we have 
only by following in their footsteps and 
I am confident that we will continue 
to march ahead guided by the their 
values and principles.

It is a matter of satisfaction that we 
were able to overcome great odds in 
the recent Lok Sabha polls, emerging 
as the single largest party and forming 
the government with our allies and 
other secular forces. However, there 
is simply no room for complacency. 
Our performance in some states was 
disappointing. In some places, intra-
party rivalries and in-fighting cost us 
dearly. In others, we have been unable 
to regroup effectively and turn the tide 
that went with us in November 2003.

But in a few states we fought well, 
showing ourselves and the rest of the 
country what the Congress is capable 
of when it is united and disciplined 
behind a single purpose. We cannot 
afford to sit back in states where we 
are in the Opposition today, hoping 
to benefit from the so called anti-
incumbency factor. “Padayatras” and 
mass contact programmes highlighting 
the concerns of farmers, workers, and 
other weaker sections of society, this 
should be our daily agenda wherever 
we are in Opposition today.

In the next few months, we will have 

vidhan sabha elections in Maharashtra, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Bihar 
and Jharkhand. We are preparing for 
these polls. Each and every election 
is important to us and we must work 
cohesively to ensure our victory.

We will soon start the process of 
organizational elections. I would 
urge all of you to participate actively 
in the membership drive. We should 
make every effort to reach out to 
all sections of society, particularly 
scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, 
OBCs, minorities and women. We are 
the only political party which provides 
for reservations for the weaker 
sections of society in our organization. 
However, in spite of my own attempts, 
representation for women continues 
to be disappointingly low. Let each one 
us commit to remedying this situation. 
We must also bring in professionals 
from different walks of life.

I want to share you another special 
concern of mine.

Two years ago, I had circulated a code 
of ethics and austerity to all our chief 
ministers and PCCs. That code has 
largely remained on paper. This pains 
me. There is so much deprivation 
around us. Yet, so many of us talk of the 
poor, while engaging in conspicuous 
consumption, ostentatious displays of 
wealth and outright wastage. We, who 
derive our inspiration from Gandhiji, 
cannot indulge in such double 
standards. Ultimately, our conscience 
must guide us to adopt norms of public 
conduct that stand out for simplicity 
and integrity.

I do believe that the time has come 
for the NSUI, the Youth Congress, the 
Mahila Congress and the Sewa Dal 
to think innovatively. The politics of 
protest and agitation will continue to 
be important. But a number of other 
tasks are equally important. Making 
the people aware of their entitlements 
and empowering them is a political 
activity which can most effectively be 
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carried out by the Party. We must all 
recognize that there is more to politics 
than elections alone.

Frontal organizations should, for 
instance, spearhead campaigns for the 
implementation of legislation relating 
to women’s rights and child welfare. 
Dowry, violence on women, atrocities 
on weaker sections, child marriage, 
female foeticide, to give some examples 
- are issues crying out for political 
advocacy and action. I am counting on 
all of you, young people particularly 
to take the lead. I also want INTUC 
to reactivate itself and take on social 
security concerns of crores of workers 
in the unorganized, informal sector.

I feel very anguished when I see the 
state of public hygiene around all of us. 
How can we let our children grow up 
in such conditions? I know that there 
are government initiatives in this area 
but we must return to Gandhiji and 
give our personal and collective effort 
to improving hygiene and sanitation. 
Today, let us resolve to launch 
and sustain a “Swachha Vatavaran 
Abhiyaan” in which every one of us 
undertakes specific tasks in villages, 
towns and cities. In this connection, I 
find it a matter of the greatest regret that 
in spite of laws, scavenging continues 
even in places like the nation’s capital 
and Gandhiji’s birthplace. How can we 
accept this?

Normally when the party wins an 
election and forms a government, the 
organization takes a back seat. This must 
not happen. It is the people who vote a 
party into power. And it is the party that 
then forms and sustains a government 
in office. These crucial bonds between 
party and government must be retained 
and nurtured through constant 
communication and interaction.

Our governments both at the Centre and 
in states where we are in power must be 
extra-sensitive to the needs of ordinary 
Congress worker. At the same time, 
being in government imposes different 

obligations which those of us not in 
government must also understand and 
appreciate.

But a heavy responsibility rests on 
the shoulders of those Congressmen 
and women who are in government, 
to ensure that party workers have full 
access to them and never feel, of being 
neglected or betrayed. One of the 
reasons why we have lost in a number 
of states is because the government took 
precedence over the party. Government 
programmes were not seen as party 
programmes. The party was unable to 
effectively propagate and leverage the 
achievements of our governments. We 
must not let this happen.

The Ideological battle

I have always said that our fight with 
the BJP is not just electoral. Our fight 
with the BJP is ideological. The clash 
between the Congress and the BJP is 
not a clash just for office and power. It 
is, at its very core, a clash between two 
diametrically opposing visions of India’s 
past, between two conflicting visions of 
India’s future.

Congress nationalism is based on the 
best of Indian traditions and culture, 
a secular, pluralistic, liberal, all-
inclusive nationalism. The BJP brand 
of nationalism is based on divisiveness, 
hate, bigotry, on a rejection of what India 
has always stood for and cherished.

The Congress’s nationalism is based on 
pride, while the BJP’s nationalism is 
based on prejudice.

This is the essential message that we 
have to propagate. There can be no let-
up in our fight against the destructive 
ideology of the RSS and its outfits. 
While our founding fathers were 
fighting for the freedom of our country, 
the RSS was busy spreading the virus 
of communalism in our society. Its 
sole objective has been to denigrate 
our party and our leaders. While 
our leaders immersed themselves in 
nation building, the RSS did its best 

to undermine them and their efforts 
and weaken the bonds of amity and 
harmony.

There can and will be no let-up in our 
fight against bigotry, communalism 
and religious fanaticism of any kind 
that seeks to destroy our social peace. 
This is why we set up “Sadbhavna Ke 
Sipahi” after the last AICC session here 
two years back. This is why we set up 
the “Bapu Shiksha Sadbhavna Trust” 
after the Shimla Chintan Shivir last July. 
It is by actively participating in such 
initiatives that we can best counter the 
forces that seek to tear our social fabric 
apart.

Conclusion

Friends, today we rightfully share a 
sense of achievement.   We overcame 
great odds and defeated our adversaries. 

But now it is time to consolidate, time to 
fulfill our obligations.

It is time to redeem our pledges, our 
promises and the many expectations 
that we have aroused.

Let us not underestimate the obstacles 
ahead.

But let us march ahead with confidence 
and conviction. Electoral ups and downs 
are inevitable. What matters more is 
whether we are at one with the people 
of our country, especially with the poor, 
the deprived and the disadvantaged. 
What matters more is whether we are 
true to our beliefs, steadfast in our 
commitments and transparent in our 
actions.

Six years ago, I asked you to join me in 
a journey of renewal. Together, we have 
sought to recapture our inspiration, to 
reinforce our values and to rediscover 
the well-springs of our strength. 

That journey continues.

Let us marchahead undeflected in 
moments of joy, undeterred in times of 
disappointment, always unshakeable 
in our resolve. Jai Hind. v
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BIHAR
Memorandum Given

Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
C o m m i t t e e  S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e 
Department opposed any charge in 
the Land Acquisition Bill of the UPA 
Government.

Bihar Scheduled Caste Department 
Chairman and incharge of Sakra 
Vidhan Sabha constituency, Shri Umesh 
Kumar Singh has objected to any 
change in the Land Acquisition Bill by 
the Modi Government here on 23rd 
February, 2015.

Shri Singh said that there was shortage 
of Urea and there was less subsidy for it. 
He also wanted that the MSP of paddy 
and wheat be maintained as prescribed 
by the UPA Government.

Shri Singh has given a seven-point 
memorandum to the State Governor 
in this regard.

CHHATTISGARH
Membership drive

raipur: City Congress Committee, led 
by its president, Shri Vikas Upadhaya, 

ventured upon the second phase of 
the membership campaign here on 15 
February, 2015.

Shri  Vikas Upadhaya started the 
membership drive in Shivaji Ward of 
Khamtarai area. Thousands of people 
were inducted in the Congress party.

Others in the campaign were Annu 
Sahu, Somendra Chatterji, Daulal 
Shahu, Rahul Jain, Sunita Sharma, 
Kamlakant Shukla, Virendra Devgan 
with others.

Scam by purchase officers
raipur: The Congress Committee 
president, Shri Vikas Upadhaya has 
alleged that the scam and bungling 
in the state revenue department was 
much larger than the ‘Vyapam’ scam in 
Madhya Pradesh.

Shri Upadhaya said that this scam was 
evident from the action being taken 
by the state Revenue Director, Shri 
Brijesh Mishra against more than dozen 
officers in the PDS (public distribution 
system).

He said, the burgling appeared in the 
purchase of paddy from the farmers 
and the government was not paying 

attention to this scam where poor 
formers were being cheated and thereby 
looting the state treasury.

DELHI
Ajay Maken New DPCC 

President
New delhi: Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Vice President, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi were profusely 
thanked for appointing Shri Ajay 
Maken as President of Delhi Pradesh 
Congress Committee (DPCC). The 
newly appointed DPCC President 
Shri Ajay Maken on 8th March, 2015 
took formal charge at the party office 
at Rajiv Bhawan amidst thousands of 
ordinary citizens, Congress workers 
and senior leaders of the DPCC and 
AICC. Speaking on the occasion, 
Shri Maken resolved to win back the 
confidence of the people of Delhi by 
playing the role of a conscious, strong 
and uncompromising opposition. 

The thousands who thronged the 
venue were wearing tri color caps with 
“Satyamev Jayate” meaning ‘truth always 
wins’ and ‘ sada sach bolo’ meaning 
always speak the truth embossed on its 
sides- “truth in public service”- being 
the new motto of the Congress party 
in an atmosphere where other parties 
had based their entire existence on false 
promises and fabrication. 

STATESWATCH

NeWs



Congress sandesh | 41 |  marCh 2015

Prominent among those present on 
the occasion were, AICC Treasurer 
and Senior leader, Shri Moti Lal Vora, 
Former Chief Minister Smt. Sheila 
Dikshit, Ex PCC Presidents, M/s Ch. 
Prem Singh, JP Agarwal and Subhash 
Chopra. Senior leaders M/s Sajjan 
Kumar, Jagdish Tytler, Mahabal Mishra, 
Ramesh Kumar, fromer Ministers, M/s 
Harun Yusuf, Kiran Walia, Ramakant 
Goswami,  Mangat  R am Singhal , 
Yoganand Shashtri and Narendra 
Nath, AICC Communication Incharge 
Shri RS Surjewala, AICC Secretary, 
Shri Manish Chatrath and ex MLAs 
M/s Jaikishan, Mukesh Sharma, SP 
Singh Bittu, Kunwar Karan Singh, 
Anil Bharadwaj, Surendra Kumar, 
Prahlad Singh Sahni, Bhisham Sharma, 
Anjali Rai, Tarwinder Singh Marwah, 
Malaram Gangwal and Amrish Gautam.  
Leaders of opposition in the Municipal 
Corpoeation, M/s Mukesh Goel, Farhad 
Suri and Waryam Kaur and former 
PCC office bearers, M/s Suresh Mallik, 
Chhatar Singh, Mehmood Zia, OP 
Bidhuri, Rajendra Mallik, Naresh 
Kumar, Naresh Sharma Neetu, along 
with all Municipal Councillors, all DCC 
and BCC Presidents and PYC President, 
Shri Amit Mallik, Mahila Congress 
President, Smt Onika Mehrotra, Sewa 
Dal President, Dineshwar Tyagi and 
Shri Ramesh Dutta of the Nehru 
Brigade.

Laying out the road map for the party 
and detailing upon the challenges 
ahead, Shri Maken said that the youth 
and the younger generation needed to 
be made aware of the difference that 
the Congress brought about in the 
city after 1998. The young people had 

not seen Delhi without 
C N G ,  M e t r o ,  g o o d 
Power supply and Low 
Floor Buses that existed 
before 1998 and needed 
to know of the contrast 
achieved by the Congress 
Party. 

Shri Maken exhorted 
Congressmen to stick 

to the politics of truth and people 
and not  become another  ‘Jumla 
Party’. He assured them of adequate 
representation and participation in the 
processes and decisions of the Party. To 
this effect the Party was soon going to 
undertake a serious Membership drive, 
Shri Maken informed.

Having lost three elections in last 14 
months, the Party was faced with an 
unprecedented challenge but it could 
be converted into an opportunity if 
the Party was to play the role of a 
meaningful and true opposition with 
the interest of people solely guiding it.

Shri Maken said, the BJP have been 
thoroughly exposed. Be it the unfulfilled 
promise of bringing back Black Money 
and Rs. 15 Lakhs to every citizen’s 
account or auctioning the PM’s Rs 10 
Lakhs suit, the BJP’s true colour was 
becoming evident by the day and its 
President Shri Amit Shah had himself 
categorized their poll promises as 
‘Jumlas’. Shri Maken wondered if ‘Na 
Khaunga Na Khane dunga’, was also 
a Jumla, since the non-appointment 
of CVC, CIC and Lokpal even after 
10 months indicated nothing but 
encouragement to corruption. 

Elaborating on the doublespeak of BJP, 
Shri Maken listed ‘Make in India’ Vs. Rs 
6200 Cr. loan to Adanis for Coal mines 
in Australia, support to Baap-Beti 
Sarkar in J&K, support from Hafta-
Wasooli Party in Maharashtra and 
inaction amidst repeated incursions 
by Pakistan and China amongst others.

After first having severely restricted the 

media’s access to Central Government 
offices, Shri Modi had termed the 
media ‘Bazaaru’, the BJP appears to have 
become the role model for the AAP 
government in Delhi. One wondered as 
to how a government that banned the 
entry of media persons in the Player’s 
Building, spoke of transparency and 
eradication of corruption, Shri Maken 
said.  The two basic pillars that created 
and propelled AAP were transparency 
and internal democracy. Their steps 
with regards to banning the media 
and the Yogendra Yadav- Prashant 
Bhushan, had betrayed AAP’s core 
beliefs and the people at large had been 
left wondering. Recalling Shri Arvind 
Kejriwal’s statement that he would take 
his advice, Shri Maken said that he 
would give advice to him- solicited as 
well as unsolicited. 

Underlining that the Congress was 
committed to playing the role of an 
effective and meaningful opposition, 
Shri Maken stressed that he would 
keep advising and cautioning the 
government. The first in this series 
would be for the government to start 
working actually in the right earnest 
rather than finding excuses and alibis 
to not working. 

Be it the issue of demanding statehood 
from a professedly opposed Central 
Government and Prime Minister, 
demand of water from an openly hostile 
Haryana or the unreasonable demand 
of appointing officers, Shri Kejriwal had 
only created unnecessary road blocks to 
performance rather than performing. 

Similarly, the non-assumption any 
por t fol io  by  the  Chief  Minister 
indicated escaping from responsibility 
and the AAP Government would be well 
advised to start fulfilling its promises by 
performing on them rather than just 
coming out with advertisements. The 
government would do well to start 
delivering on Bijli- Paani and Wi-Fi and 
to begin with at least start the process of 
transparent governance by allowing the 
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entry of media in the Delhi Secretariat. 

Speaking on the occasion the outgoing 
PCC President, Shri Arvinder Singh 
while congratulating his successor, 
said that the party will work together 
to strengthen the Congress and every 
Congress worker under the leadership 
of Shri Maken will fight against the 
AAP and BJP for the rights of the people 
of Delhi.

Shri Motilal Vora, Shri Sajjan Kumar, 
Shri JP Agarwal, Shri Subhash Chopra 
and Shri Mahabal Mishra also addressed 
the gathering.

Award Ceremony

Quiz Competition on Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

Dr. Karan Singh, MP, Vice Chairman, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial fund gave 
away prizes to the award winners of the 
Essay cum Quiz Competition on Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru: Architect of Modern 
India at a function at Teen Murti House.

The  awards  of  the  inter  s cho ol 
competition were given to the winners

Speaking on the occasion Dr. Karan 
Singh paid rich tributes to Pt. Nehru 
and appealed to the school children to 
remember his historic role as ‘Architect 
and Builder of Modern India’, who 
devoted his whole life in the service of 
the nation. The present generations, 
he said can benefit tremendously if 
they acquaint themselves with Pt. 
Nehru’s role in the freedom struggle 
and as maker of Modern India. He also 
recalled the great difficulties which 
Pt. Nehru and Sardar Patel had to 

surmount after partition to keep the 
country united in the face of many big 
challenges which cannot be imagined 
today.

Earlier, in his welcome address, Capt. 
Praveen Davar, Former Secretary, AICC 
said that it will be his endeavour to 
organise many more such competitions 
as part of celebrations of 125th birth 
anniversary of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
who’s  monumenta l  contr ibut ion 
will forever remain a deep source of 
inspiration.

GUJARAT
Bharatsinh Solanki takes 
over as GPCC President

Ahmedabad: Former minister in the 
UPA-II government Bharatsinh Solanki 
formally took over as president of the 
Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee 
(GPCC) on 6th March, 2015. An 
announcement to this effect was made 
by GPCC spokesperson Manish Doshi 
on 5th March, 2015.

Over 1,000 supporters of Solanki are 
expected to attend the function that 
would be held in front of the state party 
office in Paldi.

Prominent party leaders who attended 
the programme were outgoing GPCC 
president Arjun Modhwadia, Leader 
of Opposition in the state Assembly 
Shankersinh Vaghela, AICC secretary 
and state party in-charge Gurudas 
Kamat and  all  AICC office-bearers 
from Gujarat.

Shri Solanki had asked to get the 

area properly sanitised in view of 
Swine flu that has taken epidemic 
proportions in Ahmedabad. He is 
also learnt to have asked the party 
to buy sufficient number of masks and 
give it to those who come to attend the 
function without mask.

HARYANA
Power cut-off to  

Backward Village
Gurgaon: The officials in the BJP 
administration in the state of Haryana 
it seems are turning deaf ears to the 
problems of the people.

H a r y a n a  P r a d e s h  C o n g r e s s 
spokesperson Shri Khazan Singh has 
alleged that the Electricity department 
had cut the electricity supply to the 
Backward class colony in Jhardsa 
Fatehpur village in sector 47 of Gurgaon.

More than 500 families are affected 
due to this sudden cut of power as they 
cannot fill drinking water, children 
cannot study as exams are on and other 
problems related with electricity.

Shri Khazan Singh said that complaints 
were made a month ago to the Chief 
Minister and also to the electricity 
department but nothing has been done 

till date and this is just one aspect of 
the governance of the BJP government.

Protest against Haryana 
Education Minister

rewari: District Congress Committee 
and the Youth Congress staged a 
protest against the Haryana Education 
Minister, Shri Rambilas Sharma for 
making objectionable remarks against 
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime 
Minister of India. Congressmen also 
burnt his effigy at the Lal Bahadur 
Shastri Chowk here on 23rd February 
2015.

The protest was led by Rural District 
President, Shri Chaudhary Hira Lal. 
Others present were Shri Harish Saini, 
Shri Naresh Sharma, Shri Sher Singh 
Verma, Shri Devkinandan, Ajit Togad, 
Ramautar Gurjar, Bharat Togad, Yashbir 
Mirpur, Bhim Sain Makhija with others.

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Mir accorded rousing 
reception at Jammu

Jammu: Newly appointed President 
J&K Pradesh Congress Committee & 
former Minister Shri Ghulam Ahmad 
Mir was accorded rousing reception on 
his arrival at the airport on 3rd March, 
2015 by a large number of Congress 
leaders and workers assembled there 
amidst raising of slogans in his favour 
and the Congress party.

Prof. Saifuddin Soz (Former Union 
Minister) the outgoing President 
JKPCC accompanied Shri Ghulam 
Ahmad Mir and Presided over the 
official charge giving function of 

Congress party to the newly appointed 
President at JKPCC Headquarters, 
Shaheedi Chowk, Jammu.  It is my 
pleasure to welcome Shri G. A. Mir as 
the new President of the J&K PCC.

While speaking Prof. Saifuddin Soz 
express his views that “I wish Shri Mir 
all success as President of the J&K 
Pradesh Congress Committee and I 

hope that Shri Mir will succeed with the 
cooperation of the party cadres.

Congress has a vital role to 
play in cementing all three 

regions of the State: Mir
Jammu: A meet ing of  C ongress 
Legis latures  and Senior  Leaders 
was held under the chairmanship of 
Shri Ghulam Ahmed Mir-President 
JKPCC.   The newly elected Leader 
of the CLP Shri Nawang Rigzin Jora, 
Former JKPCC President Shri Peerzada 
Mohd. Sayeed, Former CLP Leader 
Mohammad Sharief Niaz, Former 
Minister Shri Sham Lal Sharma. Former 
Member Parliament,  Shri Janak Raj 
Gupta, besides MLAs and MLCs of the 
party attended the meeting which lasted 
for about four hours. The meeting was 
held at the residence of former Minister 
Shri Sham Lal Sharma.

The meeting discussed various wide-
ranging issues threadbare pertaining to 
present political situation in the State 
and approach of the party towards the 
current scenario. The various issues 
which came up for discussion, ways and 
means to be adopted for strengthening 
the organization at all levels in order 
to make it more vibrant in all three 
regions of the State. The meeting also 
deliberated upon the suggestions to be 
put forward to the All Indian Congress 
Committee which has sought from all 
State Units with regard to Core Issues 
and organizational structure to be 
discussed in the next AICC Session. 
All the participants put forth their view 
point in the role of Congress party in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Participants congratulated Hon’ble 
AICC President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and AICC Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi for appointing Shri Ghulam 
Ahmed Mir as President JKPCC and 
newly elected CLP Leader Shri Rigzin 
Jora and extended their full cooperation 
to boost & strengthening further the 
Congress Party in the State.

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  P C C 
President  expressed gratitude for the 
cooperation and support offered by 
Legislatures and the  senior leaders 
in strengthening the party and for 
carrying on the responsibility given by 
the Party High Command. He sought 
the cooperation of all party leaders and 
workers to strengthen the organization 
and  said that Congress party has a 
vital role to play for cementing the 
relationship between three regions and 
different sections and different faiths in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Rigzin Jora unanimously 
Elected CLP Leader

Jammu: A meet ing of  C ongress 
Legislature Party was held at Jammu, 
on 5th March, 2015. The meeting was 
conducted under the observation of 
AICC General Secretary Shri. B. K. 
Hari Prasad and co-observation of 
Secretary AICC Shri Mainul Haque 
Incharge J&K.

The meeting was Presided over by the 
J&K Pradesh Congress Committee 
President Shri Ghulam Ahmad Mir.

The Members Legislature Assembly of 
the Congress party S/Shri Rigzin Jora 

(Leh),  G. M. Saroori (Inderwal), Aijaz 
Ahmed Khan (Gool-Arnas), Haji Abdul 
Rashid Dar (Sopore), Mohammad 
Amin Bhat (Devsar), Vikar Rasool 
Wani (Banihal), Gulzar Ahmed Wani 
(Shangus), Usman Majeed (Bandipora), 
Mumtaz Ahmed Khan (Gulabgarh), 
Ch. Mohammad Akram (Surankot), 
Asgar Ali Karbalie (Kargil) and Dilldan 
Namgail  of (Nobra) attended the 
meeting and gave suggestions to the 
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AICC Observers. The members of 
Congress Legislature Party unanimously 
elected Shri Nawang Rigzin Jora leader 
of Congress Legislature Party.

Pre s i d e nt  P C C  Sh r i  G .  A .  Mi r 
congratulated the newly elected CLP 
leader Shri Nawang Rigzin Jora and 
wished him good luck.

AICC Observer Shri B. K. Prasad 
(MP) General Secretary AICC and 
Shri Mainul Haque (MLA) Secretary 
AICC also Congratulated Shri Jora and 
expressed hope that the newly elected 
CLP leader will work hard for the 
success of Congress party in the state.

Shri Nawang Rigzin Jora the newly 
elected CLP leader thanked all the 
members of the Congress Legislature 
Party for unanimously electing him as 
the leader of Congress Legislature Party.

MADHYA PRADESH
Anti-people state budget

bhopal: Pradesh Congress President, 
Shri Arun Yadav on 25 February, 2015 
said that the state Finance minister has 
cheated the common man by presenting 
the state Budget.

Shri Yadav said that the state Finance 
Minister,  Shri Jayant Malliya has 
announced increase in VAT in daily 
use commodities for all and has also 
increased the prices of materials used 
in making houses like sand, mud and 
cement which will hit the poor man 
hard.

No provision was made in the Budget 
for improving law and order or for the 
safety of woman and as such, this was 
a deplorable budget which was an anti-
people budget.    

Why was Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister protecting the 

Governor?
bhopal:  Pradesh Congress  chief 
spokesman, Shri K.K. Mishra has asked 

the state chief minister, Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan as to why he was protecting 
and saving the state Governor Shri 
Ramnaresh Yadav who was accused 
in the “Vayapam” racket here on 25 
February, 2015.

Though the governor has resigned after 
pressure from the centre Shri Mishra 
said that the Congress Party had made it 
clear that they would soon make public 
the names of relatives of Shri Chauhan 
and other ministers soon who are 
involved in corrupt practices and who 
are being protected by the Government.

Thousands join  
Congress Party

Gwalior: Thousand of people joined 
the Congress party in a membership 
drive held in Ward 52 here on 26 
February, 2015.

The outer District Congress, led by 
its president, Dr. Darshan Singh, 
organized this membership drive. The 
Congressmen also distributed free 
medical face masks to the people who 
filled up the membership forms.

This large turn-out showed that the 
people were disappointed by the BJP 
rule in the state where the prices of 
daily-used items were going up day 
by day.

Disappointing Rail Budget
bhopal: Giving his reaction to the 
Union Railway budget here on 26 
February, 2015. Pradesh Congress 
president, Arun Yadav said that it was 
very disappointing.

Shri Yadav said that the budget was very 
depressing and had no provision for 
comfort facilities of the common man. 
There was no security facilities for the 
woman passengers, he added.

The Modi government did not take into 
account the major accidents happening 
at the un-manned crossings and there 
are about 12 thousand such crossings, 

he said.

Seminar Held
Gwalior: City Congress Committee 
organized a seminar here on 25th 
Februar y,  2015 for  Gwal ior  and 
Chambal Blocks which was attended by 
District Presidents, former Ministers, 
former MPs, former MLAs and Pradesh 
Congress officer-bearers.

The Seminar was attended by AICC 
Secretary incharge, Shri Rakesh Kalia 
while District General Secretary, 
Shri Latif Khan Mallee conducted 
the programme and City Congress 
President, Dr. Darshan Singh presided 
over the function.

The seminar gathered many suggestions 
like honouring the loyal Congress 

workers, to discourage opportunist 
and those who change parties, to bring 
discipline in the party.

No provision for Gwalior in 
Rail Budget

Gwalior: The City Congress Committee 
President, Dr. Darshan Singh has 
expressed his dissatisfaction in the 
Union Railway budget and said that this 
was a fraud played against the people of 
Gwalior here on 26th February, 2015.

Shr i  S ingh said  that  when Shr i 
Jyotiraditya Scindia was the Union 
Minister he had got the then UPA 
Government to consider provision 
from Railways for the people of Gwalior 
region from 2002 to 2014 but the Modi 
Government has made no provision for 
Gwalior in their Rail budget.
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Membership drive held
Gwalior: Outer District Congress 
organized the membership drive here 
on 26th February, 2015 under the 
leadership of its President, Dr. Darshan 
Singh.

The membership drive camp was 
conducted by Rajesh Jatav of Congress 
Schedule Tribe Department while Shri 
Rakesh Gupta gave vote of thanks.

Meanwhi le ,  Dr.  Darshan Singh, 
addressing the people at the camp, 

said that the Union Budget of the 
Modi government has defeated the 
aspirations of the common man by 
increasing the freight charges in the 
Railway budget.

He said this will affect all the daily-use 
items used by the common man and 
who feel cheated.

MAHARASHTRA
Seminar Held

Nagpur :  The Pradesh  C ongress 
Committee organized a seminar here 
on 22nd February, 2015 which was 
presided over by former Minister, Shri 
Nitin Raut while Shri Gevhavari was 
the chief guest.

The seminar was organized to analyse 
the budget of Congress candidates in 

the assembly elections and to strengthen 
the party at the grass-root level.

PUNJAB
Rahul symbolises the 

aspirational India and 
party’s power house: Bajwa

Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President Shri Partap Singh Bajwa on 
25th February, 2015 described the party 
vice-president Shri Rahul Gandhi as the 
symbol of aspirational India who was 
determined to re-energise the party 
with his new ideas and strategy and 
tactics in tune with the changing times.

“The situation is fast changing in the 
country as evident from the fastest 
downslide of a prime minister ever 
in this country. It has taken only a 
few months for  Shri Narendra Modi 
to become irrelevant.  Under the 
situation, it is Shri Rahul Gandhi 
who  has the capacity to harmonise 
with the aspirational India that is now 
dictating the political discourse in the 
country. His having recused himself 
from the day to day affairs to reflect 
over the situation and reshape the party 
accordingly is in the right direction”, 
he added.

He said it was Rahul ji who took the 
initiative to involve the youth in the 
political discourse and democratise the 
functioning of the bodies like the Youth 
Congress and the National Students 
Union of India. It was at his insistence 
that the party had started giving tickets 
to the young faces as that was the need 
of the hour.

He recalled it was Shri Rahul Gandhi 
who was the first leader in the country 
to refer to the increasing drug menace 
in Punjab and now every party was 
trying to focus on this issue. It was the 
Congress in the state which had started 
the campaign to mobilise people against 
the menace under the guidance of Shri 
Gandhi.

He said the Modi government had let 
down the farmers on the issue of not 
only the land acquisition but also in the 
matter of fixing of minimum support 
price for the farm produce.

Bajwa calls upon Badal 
to explain another 

discrimination by Modi 
government

Chandigarh: The Punjab Pradesh 
Congress President, Shri Partap Singh 
Bajwa, 26th February, 2015 called 
upon the Chief Minister Shri Parkash 
Singh Badal to explain to the people 
the reason for the latest discrimination 
by his own alliance Narendra Modi 
government at the centre in the matter 
of denial of special financial allocation 
to the state.

He said what was all the more strange 
that Punjab had not only been kept 
out from special assistance but also 
excluded from the category of the 
states facing financial crisis which 
had been given special assistance that 
included neighbouring Jammu and 
Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh also. 
He reminded Shri Badal that under 
the UPA, Punjab was among the three 
states including Kerala and Bengal 
which had been identified as the ones 
suffering from staggering debt and the 
Dr. Manmohan Singh government had 
laid the roadmap for recovery of these 
states. However, while nine more states 
had been added to this category, Punjab 
had been excluded.

“You have been alleging discrimination 
by the Congress governments at the 
centre against Punjab for decades but 
here is your own government which has 
dealt the severest blow. Why don’t you 
withdraw your daughter-in-law Smt. 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal from the Modi 
cabinet in protest? In case you don’t, 
it would clearly imply that the state 
interests are not dear to you and what 
are important for you are your family 
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Pardeep Chhabra sat on the road 
in protest. They were then arrested 
and taken to sector 26 police station 
from where they were released in the 
evening.

PUDUCHERRY
Rally to boost confidence

Puducherry: The Pradesh Congress 
Committee on 3rd February, 2015 a 
mass contact programme to show the 
party strength in the state.

The party was lacking in confidence 
after its debacle in the 2014 Parliament 
elections and therefore the Pradesh 

Congress organized this rally to boost 
confidence in the party. Around 25000 
people and congress person participated 
in this rally.

UTTAR PRADESH
Meeting of Office-bearer 

held
lucknow: The first meeting of the 
newly appointed officer-bearers of the 
Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee was 
held on 27th February, 2015.

The meeting opposed the changes being 
brought by the Modi Government in the 
Land Acquisition Bill which they said 
was anti-farmer. They also said that 
the Congress was against the State of 
the law and order situation. The party 
is also planning for ‘Rail roko’ and 
blocking of Highway against the Centre 
and the State Governments on 12th 
March as per the directive of UPCC 

President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri which he 
decided during the padyatra in Etawaha 
on 25th February, 2015.

Memorandum given
lucknow: The working president of the 
City Congress Committee, Shri Amit 
Srivastava Tyagi gave a memorandum 
to the state Governor here on 26 
February, 2015.

Shri Tyagi alleged that the law and order 
situation in the city was deteriorating 

with spate in cases of rapes, robberies, 
dacoities and murder.

interests”, he told Shri Badal.

Hundreds of Congressmen 
arrested during protest

C h a n d i g a r h :  T h e  C h a n d i g a r h 
Terr itor ia l  C ongress  C ommittee 
held biggest ever protest against the 
ordinance brought by BJP government, 
announcing changes in the Land 
Acquisition Act. The Congress workers, 
joined by several farmers also, shouted 
slogans against Narendra Modi and 
BJP government, terming them as anti 
farmer.

Despite a peaceful protest march 
by Congress workers, hundreds of 
Congress workers,  led by former 
union minister Pawan Kumar Bansal 
and Chandigarh Territorial Congress 
Committee Chief Pardeep Chhabra, 
were arrested and lodged in jail.

The protesting workers were not 
permitted to reach up to Raj Bhawan 
to  hand over  the  memorandum 
to the Governor cum Chandigarh 
Administrator demanding immediate 
withdrawal of the ordinance. The 
Congress workers, who included large 
number of local leaders, Sarpanches 
and farmers from various villages in 
Chandigarh, had held the protest on 
a nationwide call given by Congress 
party.

The march that started from sector 18-
19 lightpoint, saw various prominent 
Congress leaders marching towards 
Governor’s house. The farmers stated 
that the ordinance was anti farmers- 
hence anti public. As they reached 
the sector 7-8 roundabout, the police 
waited for them with large cavalcade 
including water cannon.

The Congress president told the police 
that their intention was to hold a 
peaceful demonstration and hand over 
the memorandum to the Governor. 
However, police did not pay heed to 
their assurance. The Congress workers, 
including Pawan Kumar Bansal and 

NeWs
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NeWs

New delhi: Veteran journalist and author 
Vinod Mehta passed away after prolonged 
illness in the Capital on 8th March, 2015.He 
was 73.  Mr. Mehta breathed his last at All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
where he was admitted. He died of multi-
organ failure. 

Born in Rawalpindi (now in Pakistan) in 1942, 
Mehta was known for his bold journalism. He 
was the editor in chief of ‘Outlook’ magazine 
till February 2012.

Prior to his stint with ‘Outlook’, he had successfully launched ‘Pioneer’ 
newspaper in Delhi nearly three decades back. He had founded the Outlook 
Magazine and served as its Editor-in-Chief. He last held the post of editorial 
Chairman of the publication.An eminent political commentator, Mr. Mehta 
had served as the editor of several publications, including The Pioneer, The 
Sunday Observer, The Independent and The Indian Post.

In a condolence message, Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed shock and 
deep anguish at the passing away of Shri Vinod 
Mehta. A fearless journalist, Shri Mehta stood for 
and pioneered a journalistic stream that stood 
for liberal-progressive values and anchored itself 
in human conscience. He remained steadfast in 
his commitment even when the atmosphere was 
intolerant and adverse. Shri Vinod Mehta will be 
missed forever by his friends and the journalistic 
fraternity, as indeed by his millions of readers. 
Smt. Gandhi extended her heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of 
Shri Mehta.

In a statement by AICC Vice President, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said I am “Extremely 
saddened at the passing away of Mr. 
Vinod Mehta. A fearless and independent 
voice, he will be remembered for his 
courage of conviction. In his long and 
distinguished career as a senior journalist 
and Editor he helped build many 
institutions and provided a platform for 
liberal independent voices everywhere. 
His demise will leave a vacuum in Indian 
journalism that will be hard to fill. My condolences to his family and loved 
ones.” v

Shri Tyagi said that a young girl Gauri 
Srivastava was brutally murdered 
but the police are unable to catch the 
murderers till date nor any kind of 
compensation has been assured to the 
parents of Gauri.

Rains wrecks farmers
unnao: The untimely rains which came 
as a natural disaster for the farmers 
who lost their crops and look distressed 
because the farmers rely on this crop to 
give back their loans and to marry-off 
their daughters, but this natural disaster 
has shattered all their dreams.

In such a situation, the Government 
should waive off their loans and give 
them Rs. five lakh for their survival as 
compensation. This was said by former 
MP, Smt. Anu Tandon in Bangarmau in 
Ganjmuradabad on 3rd March, 2015.

The former MP expressed her anguish 
over the devastation of the farmers 
and said that I  would surely ask 
the administration and the District 
Collector that the affected farmers 
should be given compensation at the 
earlier. The Union Budget did not 
make any provision for the farmers, 
she added.

S m t .  Ta n d o n  g a v e  a  w o r d  o f 
encouragement to the farmers of 
Bangarmau in Ballapur, Uugu, Santa, 
Attardhani,  Sursaini ,  B er iagada, 
Mullpur, Hariyavar, Gadanpur Ahar. v

veteran journalist vinod Mehta passes away
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INterVIeW

Q. When and how did you get initiated in the Gandhian 
Congress principles?

A. I found an atmosphere of Gandhiism at home. 
Born at Pachapur (near Hubli), I  used to wear khadi 
at the age of 10 year. Our family was pro-Gandhian.

Q. When did you become a Congress activist?

A. I started taking a more active part in Congress 
activities at the age of 18 years, though I was 
attending meetings addressed by our leaders. On 
August 8th, 1942, upon Gandhiji’s calling, a meeting 
was called in Gwalior maidan, where leaders like 
Annu Guruji, Dr. Hardikar (President of “Hindustan Sevadal”) 
and others. I attended with Shri Nath Pai and other friends. We 
took out a march (“Do or Die” had started) where more than 
2000 volunteers and students took part in Belgam. Eight police 
inspectors with their sub-staff came to our village to arrest my 
younger brother and me. A hundred people from our village 
followed the jeep to the railway station 2 kilometers away to 
free us. In the confusion I managed to enter the station master’s 
house, introduced myself to his wife, who wrapped me in a sari 
and hid me in the inner rooms. After the police left, I came 
back at night and we absconded, staying underground and 
continuing our work for derailing the British administration. 
There were 35 centres in our district. After 7-8 months I 
was caught, beaten up, and jailed. 6 people from my family, 
including my sister-in-law Shantabai, were jailed.

In the Tamilnadu Congress, Nehruji asked Shri Hardikar to 
form the Congress Seva Dal. He made me GOC.

Q. What was your most memorable incident as a Congress 
activist?

A. In 1935, Mahatma Gandhi came to Hubli. The meeting was 
also addressed by Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. As a young boy. I was highly influenced by 
hearing their speeches.

Q. What is the role of Congress in nation building?

A. Congress literally “Built” the nation in every aspect. It 
continued doing so diligently, and is still continuing this work.

Q. Who was your ideal person?

A. Two of them, Shri Annu Guruji and Dr. 
Hardikar.

Q. What difference do you find in the Congress 
now, since then?

A. I feel very sad at the present situation. 
Gandhiji, our original teacher, couldn’t stand 
corruption. The activists are very different now. 
Till Indiraji’s time Congress was well, after that 
the weaknesses started creeping in. Selflessness 

and dedication like before is not visible. Activists see their 
rights, not duties. This is one reason for distance from the grass-
roots. Rajiv Gandhi came like much needed fresh air, but was 
assassinated. Congresspersons were very different from other 
parties, completely dedicated to the masses and the nation. 
Now, people who are neither trained in Congress principles 
nor dedicated to them, change floors from other parties, even 
BJP, whose principles are diametrically opposite, and are taken 
into Congress. It is becoming like all other parties.

Q. In your opinion, what needs to be done for Congress to regain 
its strength?

A. The basic strength of Congress was always its uniqueness, 
its complete dedication to the masses. This needs to be 
re-achieved, and people need to be made aware of it. The 
differences that have arisen mentioned just now, need to be 
eliminated, and this should be done with well thought-out 
actions. Proven dedicated Congress-people may be invited to 
get together to plan programmes.

Q. What would you suggest to attract the youth?

A. There is not enough dialogue with the youth. Their ideas, 
their ambitions, needs and interests need to be taken up into 
Congress programmes more sincerely. Social media and other 
avenues popular amongst the youth need to be used much 
more.

Q. What were your interests other than Congress?

A. Always social work interested me most.

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the grass-root workers of the 
Congress Party. The first such interview was published in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

InTERvIEW WITh A DEDICATED 
COnGRESSPERSOn

Shri NR Mathad residing in Bangalore, is a 93 years old veteran Congressman 
freedom fighter, born on Dec 13th, 1922. He is still active in social work. 

- Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla
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Press brIefINGs

 fINdING fAult WIth others 
Spokesperson: Shri Abhishek Singhvi: He said that it is saddening 
and deeply regrettable that someone who got four terms as 
a Member of Parliament without fighting a single Lok Sabha 
election and also got important Ministries, remained party’s 
Spokesperson for over a decade, has chosen to unleash as diatribe 
which is entirely opportunistic and hypocritical apart from being 
factually untrue. Ms. Natarajan appears to be in a minority of one 
in protesting that she does not know the reason for her removal. 
That is what she said in the letter - a minority of one. It should be 
clear and please mark my letter, it should be clear to one and all 
that the persons, the political party and the Corporate interest, at 
whose instance she wrote the letter and held the Press Conference 
today, are the ones who more than a year ago, coined the phrase 
‘Jayanthi Tax’. Congress did not coin that phrase and I think, 
therefore, neither she nor anybody else can be in doubt. It is also 
clear that the pressure exerted by the same persons,  who coined 
the phrase ‘Jayanthi Tax’, and possibly all the culpable material 
which these persons have now, perhaps that is the reason for the 
Press Conference and the letter. Of course, we deprecate and 
condemn such pressure tactics but that is the obvious reason. It 
is strange that after seeking several responsibilities in the party, 
in her own letter, which she has released now, she has suddenly 
started finding fault with all and sundry even in the letter, she is 
seeking party responsibility. Her special remarks for the Congress 
Vice President appear to be similarly inspired from the same 
quarters for the same reasons. Congress policy regarding tribal 
welfare, tribal protection and environmental degradation and so 
on is well known from our manifesto. It is an openly proclaimed 
policy. There is nothing hidden about it. Congress practice is well 
known and Mr. Rahul Gandhi when he visited Naemgiri well 
before Ms. Natarajan even became Environment Minister made 
that famous statement that ‘you in the tribal areas have a votary 
and supporter in Delhi’. Now, if Ms Natarajan as Environment 
Minister acted broadly in conformity with Congress manifesto 
or the UPA programme or if she acted as per Congress and UPA 
philosophy, which happens to be pro-poor and pro-deprived, then 
why is she using these words about the Congress Vice President. 
In fact, I would say that any Congress worker or any MP or any 
MLA is entitled to bring to Minister’s attention complaint from 
aggrieved quarters and the Minister should act in some way on 
them. I hope that Ms. Natarajan is not suggesting that she should 
have been directed to act as per BJP’s corporate interest. I hope 
we know very well today a senior Minister of BJP after and on the 
context of Ms. Natarajan statement said pro-poor, pro deprived 
policy of the Congress is a sadistic economic policy. That is the 
way the Minister described. Now perhaps, Ms Natarjan prefers 
to follow that policy. The pro-rich, the pro-corporate policy 
propounded by the present regime and it is very interfering that 
not in the letter but in today’s press conference Ms. Natarajan 
says and admits that the Congress Vide President’s office always 
directed that “environmental degradation, forest rights, tribal 
rights and environmental protection be achieved. Now I wonder 

unless she wants to follow the BJP’s special policy for special 
corporate, why she is objecting. Friday, 30th January, 2015. 

lofty ProMIses before eleCtIoNs
Spokesperson: Shri Abhishek Singhvi: He said that the while 
one ex-Chief Minister of Delhi talks about ‘Baniya’, the other 
party fighting the Delhi election BJP talks about ‘Gotra’. In 
between stands the Congress which has a remarkable track 
record of development and talks development. Even as the ex-
Chief Minister Mr. Arwind Kejriwal makes lofty promises on 
television and the BJP and the Prime Minister do nothing but 
make promises, weave words. Published figures yesterday show 
that of the 20 top Districts in India - top in terms of economic 
development like Education, well being etc. -   11 of those 20 
belong to Delhi. You did not get it because of Mr. Kejriwal, Ms 
Kiran Bedi or the BJP. You got it in 15 years’ of good governance 
that 11 of the top 20 districts of the whole country of India are 
from Delhi District. The bottom 20, the bottom 20 is occupied 
by MP, Odisha, UP and Bihar. That tells you its own story Of 
course, there may be indices on which we are low but overall it 
is a fantastic performance. Monday, 2nd February, 2015. 

boAstful ClAIM
Spokesperson: Shri Anand Sharma: He said that the claim and 
the statement made by the Prime Minister was astonishing, it 
is boastful and is a matter of concern. The Prime Minister has 
played with the sentiments and by doing so has challenged the 
honour and dignity of the electorates. The Prime Minister claims 
that India has been recognized in the world only after he assumed 
the office of the Prime Minster. Only after Modi become Prime 
Minister, Presidents Obama and Mr. Putin of US and Soviet 
Union respectively visited India and wherever he goes out, he 
is honoured. What does he mean by this? That before 16 May, 
2014, India was not recognized on the map of the world and that 
India’s presence was absent among the world’s organizations. His 
claim that India’s voice is being heard and the Heads of State and 
Heads of Government are visiting India is a boastful claim which 
reveals the mindset which is unhealthy and which is a matter of 
national concern. Tuesday, 3rd February, 2015.

blAtANt VIolAtIoN of Model Code of 
CoNduCt

Spokesperson: Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala: He said that the 
run up to the Delhi elections have seen the most sordid campaign 
and the lowest level of politics being played by the BJP and the 
AAP. A desperate campaign that saw both these political parties 
hitting the lowest ebb blatantly violating the Model Code of 
Conduct has been seen today.

We shall like to recollect some important events in this regard. 
These are:-

1. In the run-up to the elections, unprovoked riots took place in 
Tirlokpuri, which had a sitting AAP MLA and where BJP was 
the main opposition. The same was repeated in Bawana where 
BJP held the seat and AAP was the main opposition.

2. A person publicly disowned by AAP for putting up 
inflammatory posters during the LS elections in May 2014 was 

 AICC DIARy
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fielded by the party as its candidate in the current elections.
3. There after followed the politics of Ram Zaade, 4 children and 

10 children.
4. An AAP candidate was caught on tape saying that he gave 

Rs.500 and a bottle of liquor for gathering crowds for Kejriwal’s 
road show- the same candidate was seen taking money from 
a builder when he was an MLA. 5000 bottles of liquor were 
seized from another AAP candidate.

5. BJP and AAP have been shamelessly playing politics of invoking 
castes, disrespecting caste and referring to gotras.

6. Mudslinging continued over hawala and illegal funding 
between the A and B team (both are accusing each other of 
cash for votes and liquid for votes).

7. And the political discourse hit rock bottom today.
8. None are talking about development- bijli, paani, housing for 

slum dwellers, street vendors, air pollution, public transport.
9. It is for the first time that the voter of Delhi has been made to 

witness such filth. Only the Congress has been talking about 
real issues. We are confident that the people of Delhi are seeing 
them for what they are and have turned around.” Friday, 6th 
February, 2015.  

ModI GoVerNMeNt fAIls to CoNtrol 
rIsING NuMber of sWINe flu deAths

Spokesperson: Shri Ajay Maken: He explained how the BJP-led 
NDA government has been without any action plan to face the 
epidemic like situation in the form of Swine flu in Delhi. He 
further compared the present situation with the situation Delhites 
had faced in 2009 when there was Congress-led UPA and how 
effectively the then government had been able to handle the 
situation. In this connection, a note on the subject was circulated 
to the media highlighting the statistics arising out of the ineffective 
handling of the epidemic like situation by Modi-led government.

Shri Maken added that in spite of the warning by the WHO, 
unfortunately the guidelines of the WHO  “window of 
opportunity to act is very short. May have less than three weeks 
to start anti-viral and non-pharmaceutical measures after index 
cluster is detected which was detected in the first week of January 
2015. Contrary to this, Shri Maken said that the NDA government 
had slashed the health budget to the tune of Rs. 6,000 crore. He 
further raised the issue as to how the BJP led government had 
been able to issue advertisements running into the full and/or half 
pages in national dailies during the recently concluded election 
and why the BJP-led government is insensitive to the health of the 
Delhites. This is a clearly a case of criminal negligence on the part 
of the government of India. The government did not pay attention 

towards making available the medicines or the vaccination for 
which reason it has taken proportion of epidemic. We hope that 
the government will make proper arrangements for availability of 
vaccination and also the medicines. Testing facilities should also 
be introduced by the government in the government hospitals. 
Awareness drive is also seen missing which is tarnishing the 
image of India. Friday, 13th February, 2015.

INCreAse IN CorruPtIoN CAses
Spokesperson: Shri Ajoy Kumar: He said that the BJP and the 
Modi Government were harping on one slogan, ‘we will not eat 
and we shall not allow others to eat.’ This was their standard 
point. But if you see the figures on this subject, you would see that 
the figures say something else. The BJP has come to power nine 
months ago and since then around 80% increase has been seen in 
incidents of corruption. This increase has been registered in the 
office of the CVC. It is also to be seen here that the appointment 
of the CVC has not been done till date. This shows that the 
government is not serious about fighting corruption and they 
have not been able to appoint CVC.

AMeNdMeNt IN loKPAl bIll
Regarding the Lokpal Bill, Dr. Kumar said that an amendment 
has been brought behind the screen in the Bill which says, “that 
if there is a difference of opinion between the CBI Director and 
the Director Prosecution, then the decision of the Attorney 
General will be final.” Here too a piquant situation arises as the 
post of Attorney General is a political appointment and you can 
understand that whatever decisions are taken, it will be against 
the political backdrop.

leAKAGe of doCuMeNts
Dr. Kumar said, the hollowness of their claim to fight corruption 
was once again seen in the leakage of documents in the Petroleum 
Ministry. He said that the Crime branch has informed the court 
that there may be such cases in the Ministry of Power and 
Ministry of Coal as had happened in the Petroleum Ministry. 
Dr. Kumar said as per reports, only low level officials have 
been arrested in the case of Petroleum Ministry leak case. The 
government will be open to allegations if they don’t go to the 
bottom of it because there is no use in catching the small fish and 
the big fish has escaped. We would like the government to give 
a clear answer to the time bound investigation in the case. The 
people of the nation don’t want that this matter is swept away with 
lower functionaries being arrested and a big hunganma being 
made of the same. The Congress party will support a clean and 
fair investigation. Friday, 20th February, 2015.

Press brIefINGs

Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC


