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The elections in Delhi are over and the Congress has shown a dismal result. Never before has a 
party which has so much to show towards development and progress has been turned down 
by the electorate due to vilification and false propaganda. Prime Minister Modi kept on saying 

that Delhi has only suffered in the last 15 years and he has to rectify the mistakes that were made by 
the Congress Government. Did he intend to break the Fly overs, roads, bridges, schools, hospitals, 
24X7 electricity, the Metro and all the other facilities for which the people of Delhi kept on voting the 
Congress to power with a clear majority? Not being from Delhi he has not witnessed the transition 
of the colonial city to the current modern metropolis whereby Delhi is today rated as amongst the 
best cities of the world. It is like a magnet which attracts all those who are looking for opportunities 
to come here. Any amount of facilities run short by the time the planning process gets implemented.  
Except for Congress baiting Mr. Modi had nothing else to say for how he planned to make Delhi a 
smart city As it is, he has failed to fulfill his election promises and people of Delhi have given him a 
resounding reply to show their displeasure.

And then there is AAP party. The party is led by a U-turn leader who has never kept his resolve in 
anything till so far. From his firm commitment never to join politics, then never to accept support 
etc, he has never stuck to any promise he made so far. He has a policy of speaking untruths and then 
never substantiating anything that he says. He believes in scoot and run. He does not have the burden 
of incumbency and therefore no one could raise questions on his capability to keep his promises. 
He has promised all the utilities in Delhi either for free or at almost no cost.  He has come to power 
by making unachievable promises which either will be abandoned or ruin the economy of Delhi for 
times to come. 

The failure of the result in favour of the Congress has led to many questions. Amongst the others 
is the continuous failure of the party to communicate its achievements to the common man. False 
propaganda has overshadowed its myriad of achievements. The Congress has an unassailable and 
glorious history starting from the independence to building of the 21st century India. Amongst the 
biggest ills plaguing the Congress today is infighting and the Congressmen need to rise above personal 
ambitions to once again restore the party to its original and deserved glory. We need to introspect. 
Unity is the need of the hour. 

The Delhi Police laid a trap and arrested some low level employees of the Petroleum Ministry and 
some lobbyists for stealing confidential documents from the ministry. These led to the doors of some 
well known corporate groups who have a stake in the working of these ministries. Investigation by the 
police has led to the exposure of a well laid out racket extremely detrimental to our national interest 
and needs to be looked at with utmost seriousness. The fact is that this has been traced nine months 
after the Modi Government came to power under a Minister from the ruling party. How this can be 
linked to the times of UPA Government which demitted office, now a long time ago, is stretching the 
imagination very far. For how long will the Modi Government keep on hiding their weakness blaming 
everything on the UPA? 

The party which stopped the functioning of Parliament for session after session asking for resignation 
of ministers of UPA Government on allegations of moral turpitude. BJP has chosen to hide behind 
a legalistic point of view in the matter of the Chief Minister of its Government in Madhya Pradesh 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan. He is accused of playing with the lives and future of students aspiring for 
admission in professional courses. Earlier the government took a similar view in case of a Minister 
who hails from Rajasthan.  In all issues in which the BJP leadership is involved the BJP is adopting 
double standards and turning away from their professed ideological position. v
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It took a humiliating defeat in Delhi and chiding twice by the US President 

‘Barak’ Obama, PM’s lately found ‘friend’, that PM Narendra Modi finally 

opined on the issue of religious intolerance. Known for having a comment for 

everything, the Prime Minister however has adopted a policy of not offering his 

view to the reactionaries within his party. They have been making provocative 

remarks repeatedly, challenging the rights of religious minorities, from the 

day his Government came to power.

The statement made, at last, by the Prime Minister reflects the rights bestowed 

to every citizen in the preamble of the constitution, to upkeep which, the Prime 

Minister has taken during oath to office. As the spokesman of the Congress 

has said rightly that the PM needs to ‘Walk the talk’. It has been the practice, 

that the people in the Parivar of the ruling party practice their own ideology 

which is in contradiction to the assurances given in our constitution. The very 

fact that the prime minister has chosen to maintain a studied silence on the 

continuing atrocities against religious places of a minority community is by 

itself a disturbing matter. We hope that now the message of the Prime Minister 

is given with honesty and resolve.
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CP’s Address

First of all I would like to thank you all for coming here 
from different places.

Once again an important opportunity has come before 
you when you have to cast your vote for your future and the 
future of your Delhi for the next five years.

You would remember that during the last Assembly Elections, 
Congress had given its support in the formation of a 
government, which would give good governance and keep 
harmony in the society. But the actual result was different. 
Those to whom we had given our support, they could not run 
the government even for one and a half months, they left their 
responsibility and went away. Then came the BJP Government, 
they too instead of holding elections, instead of fulfilling their 
responsibility, they delayed the elections and left Delhi to its 
fate.

During this one year, the law and order situation has 
deteriorated so much and that is before you. Particularly, my 
sisters who are facing the brunt of all atrocities the cases for 
which are being filed. Problems have increased in the life of 
common man. Problems of power and water have increased. 
Corruption and rising prices have increased the problems 
in the day to day life. So who is responsible for this situation 

of Delhi? They are responsible who left you and they too are 
responsible, who under the guise of Presidents’ rule, ran their 
own governance.

You have seen yourself that what was the situation of Delhi 
fifteen years ago when BJP government was there? People were 
being suffocated due to pollution. Power cut was for about 15 
to 20 hours per day. There was fighting amongst people for 
water. Transport system was in a bad shape. In the tenure of 
Sheila Dikshit ji the Congress worked day and night, during 
the fifteen years and made Delhi a better city.

Broad roads and flyovers were quickly made. Facility like 
Metro was provided, the benefit of which is being experienced 
by lakhs of people daily. By using CNG, the city was made free 
of pollution. Provided electricity for 24 hours. Thousands of 
kilometers of pipeline was laid to provide water. A plan was 
made to provide pakka houses to the jhuggi dwellers. Today, 
thousands of flats have been made, the benefit of which is being 
derived by the jhuggi dwellers and they shall continue to get 
this benefit. Not only this, 895 colonies have been regularized. 
In every sector, whether it be health or education, useful steps 
have been taken in all of them.

Then came the Modi government, you all know, he made tall 

Public address of Congress President at Mithapur-Badarpur, New Delhi on 1st February, 2015

UPA gOvERnmEnT TOOk mAny hIsTORIC AnD 
REvOLUTIOnARy sTEPs, whICh gAvE bEnEfIT TO ALL 
Of yOU AnD ThE COUnTRy : sOnIA gAnDhI
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CP’s Address

promises. What happened to all those promises? Where is that 
black money, by which every person was to get Rs. 15 lakh? 
Where is that job, which was to be given to every youth? Where 
are those steps, that would have brought down the price?

During the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh ji the UPA 
government took many historic and revolutionary steps, 
which gave benefit to all of you and the country. Stringent 
laws were made to fight against the crimes against women. 
Rights by law to do business by ‘rehri-patri walas’ was given 
to them. The benefit of the Sixth Pay commission was given to 
government servants and pensioners. Food Security Act was 
made to provide foodgrains at fair prices to 66% people. But 
the Modi government is conspiring to bring change in that law 
so the benefit goes only to 40% people instead of 66% people. 
Congress had time and again raised the MSP of foodgrains 
produced by the farmers, but they showed them big dreams to 
the farmers, what happened to them? Today, leave aside getting 
proper MSP for their produce, they are finding difficulty in 
getting fertilizers and seeds. Why did we change the Land 
Acquisition Act. Because we wanted that the land of the farmer 
was not acquired without his consent and without proper 
compensation, and major benefit of this went 
to the farmers. But the Modi government 
made a way out to acquire anybody’s land by 
bringing an ordinance. We had given you a 
strong instrument like RTI to fight corruption, 
but the Modi government which talks of 
making India free of corruption, has left the 
post of Central Information Commissioner of 
the RTI vacant and has given a free hand to 
the corrupt. Such examples are many, which 
the Congress took for all class of people, 
particularly for the weaker section, but the 
Modi government today is making those laws 
and projects weak, is robbing those rights of 
the people. This is the reality of the hollow 

promises of the good days and if you give this chance to BJP 
in Delhi too, then just imagine what they will do to you? 
Therefore, think well before deciding.

Only Aam Aadmi Party and the BJP can do big talks and give 
hollow promises. Their aim is just one, and that is, to oppose 
Congress and grab power at any cost. I want to ask from, the 
party which is famous for dharnas, should they have not taken 
steps to fight against corruption? Why did it not implement 
the scheme of giving free electricity and water? Why they did 
not take steps to control price rise? Thus, caution has to be 
taken against those parties who play politics of pretense.

The status where we are today in the world, is because of our 
ancient Ganga-Jamuna traditions, which is our legacy from 
the mixed culture. But there are some forces, who immediately 
after coming to power get involved in giving shape to incidents 
like Tirlokpuri, Dilshad Garden and Vikaspuri. If the basic 
feeling of democracy has to be kept safe, then these forces have 
to be defeated in these elections, who for the sake of votes play 
the politics of disturbances and hatred in the society.

Country does not run on slogans. The country, is made by 
feelings, dedication, struggle and sacrifice, all these qualities 
are not there in the parties that oppose Congress. These all are 
in the Congress Parties. In one Party, there is a propagandist 
who just does propaganda and in the other there is an expert 
in dharnas who only indulges in dharnas. Delhi needs 
development, brotherhood and good governance, and not 
propaganda and fake promises.

Therefore, it is my request, that for the progress and 
development of Delhi, to bring back the past atmosphere, give 
your vote to Congress and make all our candidates successful 
by huge margins and save Delhi from those who make hollow 
promises.

With these words I once again thank you all for attending this 
meeting. Jai Hind. v

You have seen yourself that what was the 
situation of delhi fifteen years ago when 
BJP government was there? People were 
being suffocated due to pollution. Power 
cut was for about 15 to 20 hours per day. 
There was fighting amongst people for 
water. Transport system was in a bad 
shape. In the tenure of sheila dikshit ji the 
Congress worked day and night, during the 
fifteen years and made delhi a better city.
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VICe-PresIdenT’s rAllY

new delhi: Breaking his silence, Rahul Gandhi on 4th 
February 2015 said former party member Jayanthi Natarajan 
had been pitted against him by Prime Minister  Narendra 
Modi as he had been fighting for the poor and other weaker 
sections of the society.

“Ek din maine Modiji ke bare mein kuch kaha, agle din 
unhone Natrajan ko khada kiya (One day, I said something 
about Modi, the very next day, he put up Natarajan),” 
the Congress Vice President said at a rally here. This was 

yEs, I ADvIsED JAyAnThI nATARAJAn TO  
LOOk AfTER ThE InTEREsT Of ThE POOR AnD ADIvAsIs, 
sAys RAhUL gAnDhI
Congress Vice-President Rahul Gandhi addresses a rally in Delhi

I want to tell you that I have fought 
for the poor and the adivasis and I 
had told Jayanthi natarajan that we 
should look into the welfare of the 
environment, poor and the adivasis.
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VICe-PresIdenT’s rAllY

“When we were in government in 
delhi, we used to work for the poor. 
The new government is spending 
crores on their ‘Make in India’ 
campaign. Has anything been done 
for Make in India? He is wearing a 10 
lakh rupee suit and newspapers say 
this is also not made in India,”

his first reaction to Natarajan’s allegation that he used to 
interfere in grant of green nods when she was Environment 
Minister before being forced out in December 2013. She 
resigned from the party on 31st January, 2015. 

“I want to tell you that I have fought for the poor and the 
adivasis and I had told Jayanthi Natarajan that we should 
look into the welfare of the environment, poor and the 
adivasis. I will continue to fight for the poor, the hutsmen 
and the weaker sections,” the Congress Vice-President said 
at an election rally here in Delhi.  Alleging that the Prime 
Minister is working only to benefit his “industrial friends”, 
he said he had joined politics to ensure welfare for the poor 
and the weaker sections of the society and not to benefit 
some businessmen.

Natarajan had last Saturday resigned from the primary 
membership of Congress alleging that she was “vilified” for 
rejecting green nod to industrial projects during her tenure 
as Environment Minister, which she said she had done 
following communications by the Congress vice-president. 
She had also written a letter to Congress president  Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi  a few months back alleging that she had 

received specific requests from Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
environmental clearances and consequently rejected big 
ticket projects, a contention she reaffirmed at the time of 
announcing her resignation.

COngREss PUTs UP shOw Of sTREngTh 
AhEAD Of DELhI POLLs
new delhi:  As the deadline for the end of campaigning on 
5th February, 2015 for the Delhi Assembly elections drew 
closer, the Congress put up a show of strength.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed 
a rally in Jehangirpuri, a slum resettlement colony, and 
predictably, questioned the Modi government’s stance 
towards the economically weaker sections.

“When we were in government in Delhi, we used to work 
for the poor. The new government is spending crores on 
their ‘Make in India’ campaign. Has anything been done 
for make in India? He is wearing a 10 lakh rupee suit and 
newspapers say this is also not made in India,” said the 
Congress vice president.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also held a road show in the Sadar Bazar 
and Jama Masjid areas of Old Delhi, to seek votes for Ajay 
Maken, Shoaib Iqbal and Haroon Yusuf.

As his truck passed through some of the most congested 
localities of Old Delhi, taking over three hours to cover 
a five kilometer stretch, curious onlookers captured the 
moment on their cell phone cameras.   

Enthusiastic Congress workers climbed on top of buildings 
to shower petals when his truck passed by as thousands 
watched. v

gURU RAvIDAs : A LIfE Of sImPLICITy AnD PIETy
new delhi: The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi gave a message on the auspicious 
day of  Guru Ravidas Jayanti. She said, “Guru Ravidas Jayanti is a fitting occasion to reflect 
on the enduring value of his teachings.

Guru Ravidas’s life was his message  a life of simplicity and piety; of an untiring crusade 
for social equality and justice; and of solace and succor for the most vulnerable sections 
of society.

In an age of growing materialism, intolerance and bigotry, his noble words and deeds are 
all the more relevant today. They must continue to guide and inspire us, in our daily lives, 
in our interactions with others and in our work and our aspirations for our country and 
our society.

With all my good wishes on the occasion of Guru Ravidas Jayanti. v
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new delhi: Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi on 29th 
January, 2015 took a jibe at Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
saying while he failed to deliver on his much tom-tommed 
promise of bringing black money back, he wore a “suit 
worth Rs 10 lakh”, during US President Barack Obama’s visit 
in New Delhi.

Addressing an election rally, he also accused the Modi 
government of succumbing to US pressure in resolving 
the nuclear deal logjam and claimed that in case of any 
accident in a nuclear plant, US companies will not have to 
pay compensation.

“He (Modi) had said I will bring back crores of black money, 
will deposit 15 lakh in every account. I want to ask you, did 
you get 15 lakh? You didn’t get anything but Modi wore a 
suit worth Rs 10 lakh during Obama’s visit,” he said.

The pinstripe bandhgala suit Modi wore on Sunday during 
his talks with Obama in Hyderabad House had his name 
embroidered all over it, triggering a debate in the social 
media.

On the nuclear deal, Shri Gandhi said, “If there is any 
problem in a nuclear plant, the American company won’t 
have to pay and it will be the Indian government which will 
pay the compensation.”

The Congress Vice President also took a dig at Modi on 
his Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, saying the prime minister 
has not been able to address problems like inflation and 
employment. “When you asked for employment and 
demanded that inflation be brought down, he gave you a 
broom saying clean India and went to US and Australia.”

Asking people to support Congress in the upcoming Delhi 
Assembly polls, Shri Gandhi wondered what changes BJP 
will bring to Delhi as the party was already running the 
city as it was under President’s Rule. “BJP says bring our 

“hE (mODI) hAD sAID I wILL 
bRIng bACk CROREs Of bLACk 
mOnEy, wILL DEPOsIT 15 LAkh 
In EvERy ACCOUnT. I wAnT TO 
Ask yOU, DID yOU gET 15 LAkh? 
: RAhUL gAnDhI

government in Delhi. But they are in power here, they are 
already running Delhi,” he said.

In a veiled attack on  Arvind Kejriwal  and Kiran Bedi, he 
said the anti-graft movement led by  Anna Hazare  had 
people who are now in both AAP and BJP who “used to 
meet in Lodhi park in the morning and do the planning (to 
attack Congress).”

“They had made big promises, Jan Lokpal. They said if Jan 
Lokpal comes, corruption will be wiped out. Jan Lokpal 
came, did corruption stop? They spoke about power and 
water, they said they will reduce power and water tariff. But 
did they,” Shri Gandhi asked.

He also accused the BJP government of not passing on the 
benefit of significant drop in oil prices in the international 
market to the people.

“During our times, international price of crude oil was USD 
140 per barrel. Today it is USD 40-45 per barrel. The benefit 
has not been passed on to the people,” he said.

Gandhi alleged that BJP “sparks” riots whenever elections 
are due.

“BJP sparks riots whenever there are elections. You see 

VICe-PresIdenT’s rAllY
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Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir even in Delhi. 
But I would like to remind you that when there were riots in 
Trilok puri, Congress was there and not Kejriwal,” he said.

Highlighting Right to Information Act, Right to Food 
law and MNREGA as major achievements of the UPA 
government, Shri Gandhi said the BJP government has not 
done anything concrete in the past eight months.

“You have your dreams, youth have dreams of a better 
future, good jobs but BJP wants that dreams of only three to 
four industrialists are to be fulfilled,” he said.

“This is what he (Modi) has done. He gave you broom and 
India is not moving forward. Nobody is getting opportunities. 
Three-four industrialists are getting everything,” he said, 
adding “He went to Australia, an industrialist got loan. 
Russian president came another corporate got benefited,” 
he said.

Asserting that Congress wants the poor to be part of 
development dream of Delhi, he said AAP came into being 
to weaken Congress.

“Our rivals know that there is 
only one way to keep poor out, 
weaken Congress. AAP has 
come up to weaken Congress by 
division of its votes. Anybody 
who is leaving AAP is joining 
BJP,” he said.

“Earlier Kejriwal used to do a 
stir on everything, everyday. 
He did a protest on corruption. 
He did another on rape.

“Now 30 percent rapes have 
increased in BJP regime and 
there is nothing. He has not 
launched any protest against 
BJP. Because he wants to 
weaken Congress. But I would 

like to tell you that he won’t succeed as the poor are with us.”

The Congress vice president said that the main issue in 
Delhi is looking after the poor people, and the party will 
give them space.

Underlining his party’s agenda for the Assembly elections, 
he said Congress will provide right to shelter on the lines 
of Right to Food and regularisation of contractual workers.

“We will give right to shelter to the poor. We will give them 
roof and we will regularise temporary contractual workers 
in departments like DTC, sanitation etc. The first thing our 
CM will do after coming to power will be these two things,” 
he said during his 15-minute speech.

On supporting AAP during its 49-day regime, he said that 
the party did so because the people of Delhi supported 
them. “But when they realised that they cannot deliver 
on their poll promises, they ran away. Congress won’t run 
away. We will win the elections and show how government 
is run,” he added.

He also exhorted Congress workers to go among the voters 
with this message and garner support for the party. Gandhi 
was addressing an election rally in Shastri Park area in 
Seelampur, east Delhi.

Several senior leaders including Congress campaign 
committee chief Ajay Maken, DPCC chief Arvinder Singh, 
former DPCC chief JP Aggarwal, former CLP leader Haroon 
Yusuf and All India Women’s Congress president Shobha 
Oza also attended the rally. v

“BJP sparks riots whenever there are 
elections. You see Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir even 
in delhi. But I would like to remind 
you that when there were riots in 
Trilokpuri, Congress was there and 
not Kejriwal,”

VICe-PresIdenT’s rAllY
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OrgAnIsATIOn

Central Election Authority, 
AICC convened a meeting 
with General Secretaries, 

Secretaries, Heads of the Depts., 
Frontals and Cells of AICC to discuss 
the ongoing Membership enrollment 
in the party. Shri Mullapalli 
Ramachandran, Chairman, Central 
Election Authority presided over the 
meeting. Shri Motilal Vohra, Treasurer 
INC; Shri Ahmed Patel, Political 
Secretary to Congress President 
attended the meeting. Congress Vice-
President, AICC graced the occasion.

Shri Mullapalli Ramachandran 
informed that Congress President and 
Vice-President have been focusing 
their attention for ensuring genuine 
membership, fair and transparent 
election processes in Congress 
Party. Their hope is that the ongoing 
exercise should build strong bondage 
among all the workers and strengthen 
the party. Organizational elections 
are an opportunity for the party to 
reconstitute its committees at all 
levels, by ensuring representation to 
all voices.

Congress Vice-President called upon 
all the AICC office bearers to actively 
involve in the membership drive 
and bring Congress family together 

by enrolling genuine members. He 
desired that every member’s voice 
should be heard in the party.

Central Election Authority identified 
certain improvements that need 
to be made to the membership 
enrolment processes. Some such 
improvement needed minor changes 
in the constitution of Indian National 
Congress. CWC, which met on 
13th January, 2015 considered the 
proposals submitted by the Central 
Election Authority of AICC. The same 
will have to be discussed and decided 
in the upcoming AICC session. CWC 
decided to take inputs from the states 
on the proposed changes and fine-tune 
the proposals, if necessary and place 
before the AICC session for decision.

The proposed improvements are: (1) 
opening up the membership enrolment 
by introducing multiple channels 
which include web based application, 
Smart phone App etc (2) Continuous 
membership process (3) Common 
membership across all the wings of 
the INC (4) Enhancement of current 
minimum level of representation in 
the Congress Committees for SCs, STs 
OBCs, Minorities, from 20% to 50% 
(5) Active Membership concept (6) 
Conduct of Organization elections in 

3 phases.

Since Congress party is seriously 
considering to introduce Active 
Membership concept, the Central 
Election Authority exhorted each 
Congress workers to enroll at least 
25 members and maintain the record 
to access incentives to be announced 
by the party for everyone who enrolls 
minimum of 25 members. The Central 
Election Authority will soon be 
deploying the Web based membership 
enrolment channel as well as Smart 
phone based App for enrolling 
members.

AICC Secretaries have been requested 
to tour the States extensively and 
enroll as many genuine members into 
Congress party as possible. SC, ST, 
OBC, Minority Departments of the 
PCCs will be activated to enroll these 
sections in large numbers. Similarly, 
Mahila Congress will ensure maximum 
numbers of women are enrolled in 
all the booths. Secretaries have been 
asked to explain how representation to 
every one’s voice will be ensured.

This time there will be open 
membership; rigorous scrutiny 
and those delegates are chosen in a 
transparent manner. v

CEnTRAL ELECTIOn AUThORITy mEETIng hELD
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TrIBUTe

new delhi: Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi has expressed deep sadness 
at the passing away of Shri R.K. Laxman. 
Describing his death as the passing away 
of an institution, Smt. Gandhi said that 
Shri Laxman’s “Common Man”, for more 
than one generation represented India 
and served as the conscience keeper of 
the establishment. Shri Laxman was an 
intellectual giant who will be missed for decades to come and 
will serve as an inspiration to many. Smt. Gandhi has extended 
her condolences to his family and friends.   

Cartoonist R K Laxman, whose “You Said It” cartoon featuring 
the ‘Common Man’ lampooned India’s powerful for half a 
century, died on 26th January 2015 aged 93.

Laxman had been ill for two weeks and died of multi-organ 
failure at a hospital in Pune where he lived.

His bald and bespectacled Common Man in a check coat 

‘COmmOn mAn’ CARTOOnIsT 
R.k. LAxmAn, 93, PAssEs AwAy

was a silent spectator in daily single-panel cartoons that 
regaled millions of readers of The Times of India newspaper, 
helping Laxman to comment on a variety of issues plaguing 
post-independence India, from corrupt politicians to street 
potholes.

Born in 1921, Laxman was the youngest of six brothers who 
included R.K. Narayan, one of India’s most renowned writers.

Laxman showed an early talent for sketching and illustrated 
many of Narayan’s stories before joining the Times of India 
in the 1950s. 

Laxman’s Common Man character, often described as holding 
up a mirror to India’s democracy, spawned a television sitcom, 
was the mascot for an airline and featured on a postage stamp.

In 2005, Laxman was 
awarded the Padma 
Vibhushan, India’s second-
highest civilian honour. v
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Shri Modi may be wondering what the Delhi result means 
but for those who were swept by his oratory are pretty 
clear, even if they are embarrassed to say it publicly. The 

great hope is brittle after all. However some are still hanging 
on desperately to vindicate themselves more than Modi. These 
are commentators who admit that the domestic agenda might 
not be going anywhere but equally that on the international 
front we have found a star. The Madison Square event was 
even described as a rock event! Now it is all very well to be 
thrilled with about such events but one wonders if they have a 
relevance to the tough universe of power diplomacy.

From the word go, the oath ceremony of the new government, 
Shri Modi scored with the more than willing-to-believe  cheer 
leaders. The invite to SAARC leaders was dubbed a game 
changer. Prime Minister Sharief took some trouble to overcome 
resistance from the Army and ISI to accept the invitation. He 
sensibly obliged us by not meeting the Hurriyat on the side 
lines but then we were told in the media, had the riot Act read 
to him. Some of us went to Pakistan shortly thereafter for a 
track-two conference and discovered that an already besieged 
PM of Pakistan thanks to Imran Khan-Quadri political 
challenge, was pushed to the wall by hardliners. So he went 
on the usual offensive, on the LOC and a few weeks later at 
the UN General Assembly. For years we had successfully 
weaned the international gathering away from the K word and 
now it is back again! We know that our military strength is 
superior to Pakistan and this is something not new to us. Yet 
by making such announcements in Kargil our PM was only 
inviting trouble. The civilian leadership and the Pak Army 

DE-mysTIfyIng mODI’s  
DIPLOmATIC AgEnDA

might not be in a position to fight 
us but they can certainly fight each 
other. It might be fine if that helps in 
our plans but if it leads to more cease 
fire violations on the border and 
LOC how does it help? Did we not 
hear the RakshaMantri and Home 
Minister say things like “They will be 
given a crushing reply” and “Mooh 
tore jawab”? How much longer must 
we wait for that to happen.

This is not a matter of sour grapes 
nor is it an encouragement for going to war but simply a word 
of caution: we need to know our mind and understand the 
circumstances. Pakistan knows that war is not an option today 
for two nuclear States. There is trouble enough in the world 
for it to watch another theatre of war helplessly. We have a lot 
more at stake than Pakistan. More than a hundred countries 
have supported us for a permanent seat in a reformed Security 
Council. Pakistan could not have worse news than that for 
decades. But just in case the rock star culture forgets, much 
of this has been assiduously nurtured and secured over the 
years by the Congress governments. Irresponsible moves can 
shift the balance; not everything that might go down well with 
a domestic audience being fed on populism will work in the 
hard bargain driven world of international diplomacy. The de-
hyphening of the India-Pak picture in the American mind too 
is something we have been insisting upon for several years, 
though PM Modi may have tried to take credit for his special 
relationship with ‘Barrack’. But a reality check is necessary: soon 
after his visit to India not only was the US President lecturing 
us on equitable public conduct but also doling out generous 
amounts to Pakistan to ‘combat terrorism’ of all things. Are we 
still stuck with good terrorists and bad terrorists?

There is another important point about the relationship with 
the US that also applies to PM Modi’s visits to other countries 
as well. The business of gathering people of Indian origin and 
making a show of their origins is perhaps the worst thing that 
we can do for them in their new homes. Many countries like the 
US, France, Germany, Australia have been troubled by issues 
of race relations only aggravated by unwholesome incidents 
such as the attacks in Boston, Paris etc. While we must 
show our appreciation of the accomplishments of diaspora 

salman Khurshid

PM Modi may have tried to take credit 
for his special relationship with ‘Barrack’. 
But a reality check is necessary: soon 
after his visit to India not only was the 
Us President lecturing us on equitable 
public conduct but also doling out 
generous amounts to Pakistan to ‘combat 
terrorism’ of all things. Are we still stuck 
with good terrorists and bad terrorists?
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it is just as important that we publicly emphasize their 
new identity. Integration into their chosen milieu is of 
paramount importance. One might creatively borrow 
from Shakespeare, “What do they know of England who 
only England know.” That wisdom applies to India and 
Indian leaders just as much. In any case it is far from clear 
what we have finally secured for ourselves from the US: 
the agreement on the 123 Civil Nuclear Agreement is left 
to the US industry to agree upon; on climate change it 
might be said the more things change the more they are 
the same; on drugs and pharma the taste remains bitter; 
on HIBI visas  it remains a case of apply, apply, no reply. 
It might be cynical in the extreme to suggest that we got 
a lecture on Article 25 of the Constitution, more than 
Pakistan ever got, perhaps because it is not easy to lay 
hands on their Constitution!

The hurried trips that the PM has made around the 
world may well be because we left a crowded schedule 
of agreed dates. But then he can hardly take credit for 
more than adhering to those dates. But there might well 
be something more than that. His big event is to be the 
visit to China (where he will most certainly not be calling 
the President by his first name Xi!). The incoming visit 
was not the real event because the heaving 56 inch chest 
must impress the Chinese dragon in its own cave. The 
strategy was to first collect many IOUs across the world 
and then arrive in Beijing. The high profile visit of the US 
President to India, the visit to Australia and the words 
spoken in Japan could not have been missed in China. So 
China did what it is best at doing: the Chinese President 
accepted the invitation but brought some uninvited 
military guests to check out the LOAC. The roar of 
the Gir Lion sounded more like a purring of a cat. The 
penchant for quick fix that the PM and his staff have does 
not fit the millennium mind of the Chinese. Furthermore 
the blow hot blow cold of the Chinese may well deserve a 
befitting response but we need to figure out if that is the 
best thing to do if we are hoping to see the Chinese build 
road and bridges, ports and rail tracks, hospitals and 
stadia across India transforming the traditional China 
Town of Kolkatta into Chinese metropolises. The string 
of pearls might suit the US but may not look good for us. 
Dealing with China, as indeed with many parts of the 
world needs skills of chess, not the energy of a kabbadi 
game no matter that the audience in the latter claps 
aloud and periodically breaks into dance. The BJP may 
survive the drubbing of Delhi but India cannot invite a 
similar fate in the international arena. There is too much 
at stake for us and the world to be sacrificed on the alter 
of self-glorification of our leadership. v

(The author is a former Union Minister and member of 
editoril Board)

new delhi: Colonel Munindra Nath Rai, the 
Army officer who was awarded a gallantry 
medal during the recently-concluded 
Republic Day celebrations, was killed 
along with a policeman and two Hizbul 
Mujahideen militants in a fierce gun battle 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pulwana district on 
27th January. 2015.

Col. Rai died in hospital after being hit by bullets at a village in Tral, 
36 km from Srinagar. He was serving as commanding officer of 42 
Rashtriya Rifles.

The incident 
occurred when 
militants hiding in 
a house suddenly 
opened fire on 
them. Col Rai was 
among the officers 
whose name was 
announced for a 
gallantry award on 
eve of the Republic Day parade.

According to an Army spokesperson, he was awarded the Yudh Seva 
medal for his role in a gunfight with militants in south Kashmir last year.

The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi was moved with grief 
and on 29th January, 2015 wrote a condolence message to his wife 
Smt. Priyanka Rai,

“Ever since receiving the news of your brave husband’s death, my 
thoughts and prayers have been with you and your family.

Col. Munindra Nath Rai was a patriot to the core, a courageous 
officer who inspired his men by his fearless dedication to duty and 
his readiness to sacrifice his life for his country. He has upheld the 
finest and most honourable traditions of our armed forces, and 
brought glory to the Indian Army and his regiment. It is a most 
tragic twist of fate that he lost his life just a day after receiving the 
Yudh Sewa medal for his gallantry in fighting militants.

I share your grief with all my heart  I know what it is to lose a beloved 
husband to a terrorist attack, and for children to be robbed of the 
love and guidance of their father at a young age. You must draw 
strength from the fact that your husband died fighting terrorism 
and defending his country till his last breath, and that his supreme 
sacrifice and martyrdom will always be honored. He has left you 
and your children this proud and noble legacy.” v

COLOnEL mUnInDRA nATh RAI, REPUbLIC 
DAy mEDALLIsT, mARTyRED In JAmmU 
AnD kAshmIR EnCOUnTER
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The Government of India’s official, routine Mid-Year 
Economic Analysis has just been published - and 
a more damning indictment of Modi’s economic 

policies would be hard to find. Not only has there been 
little development, all his energies seem to be directed at 
clandestinely pushing the extremists in his ranks to redouble 
with vigour their not-so-well-hidden agenda of precipitately 
pushing the country down the abyss of Hindutva.

GDP growth is negligible - all of Modi’s rhetoric has pushed 
up the rate by no more than an unimpressive 0.6 per cent. 
Even that is the consequence of the last gasp of the previous 
government whose efforts were just beginning to take effect 
when the Government changed and Modi was able to ride 
the tail wind. Gross value added in agriculture and allied 
activities is actually down - by an entire percentage point; 
the index of industrial production has gone up by a mere 2.8 
per cent; and exports have collapsed from a growth rate of 
15.2 per cent to a dreadful 6.7 per cent. The exchange rate 
vis-a-vis the US dollar is today the lowest ever in the history 
of our benighted country.

The Sensex may have soared to heights never before 
attained but that is principally on account of two factors: 
one, the Modi government having given up its efforts to 
bring back black money (thus reneging on a core election 
commitment) and winking at the perennial round-tripping 
of fresh black money through the Mauritius route, thus 
making speculation on the stock market the main engine 
of “growth “ in our country. So, Foreign Institutional 
Investment (FII) floods in, mostly from Mauritius, but it 
is unreliable “hot money” that enters or exits the economy 
at the press of a computer button. The real McCoy, Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI), which is a genuine growth engine, 
shies away from India because real investors know that 
Modi’s claims are bogus and the economy will stagnate 
under him at 5-6 per cent, no more, perhaps less.

The Economic Analysis tells us that over the six-year period 
2005-2011, the average growth rate of GDP was nearly 9 
per cent annum. It fell thereafter to below 6 per cent, but 

Jaitley has his work cut out for him 
to restore the UPA-I growth rate. 
Recovery had already begun in the 
latter phase of UPA-II, but all Modi 
has been able to do is not fall below. 
There are no signs of the economy 
accelerating towards the growth 
rates with which Dr. Manmohan 
Singh had wowed the world. 

What then is there to celebrate? 
Inflation, certainly. But that has 
nothing to do with the exertions 
of Arun Jaitley. International 
oil prices have plunged thanks to a combination of four 
factors: low to negative growth rates in the developed West; 
bear sentiment in the New York Metals Exchange; the steep 
rise in domestic shale oil and shale gas production in the 
US that has reduced their petroleum imports to virtually 
nil; and sanctions against the Russian Federation for the 
people of Crimea having had the temerity to vote in favour 
of   leaving the Ukraine to rejoin Russia. Plus, of course, 
OPEC’s decision to keep their oil output at pre-crash levels 
instead of attempting to keep oil prices higher by cutting 
back on production. And El Nino having at the last minute 
decided to by-pass India. So, the silver lining has everything 
to do with the global sun peeking out from behind the 
black cloud and almost nothing to do with the black cloud 
backing off from the Indian economic horizon.

Indeed, the Mid-Year Economic Analysis confirms that 
UPA-II was punished for its economic woes just as its 
Herculean efforts to arrest the downslide were coming to 
fruition. The general index of consumer prices had steeply 
fallen from its September 2013 high of  11 per cent to below 
8 per cent three months later, while food inflation fell over 
the same period from 14 per cent to below 10 per cent. The 
trend has continued.

While Modi has received extended applause for his “Make 
in India” slogan, that is all it has remained - a slogan. No 

whERE Is ThE fDI,  mR. mODI?

Mani shankar Aiyar

continued on page 18

While Modi has received extended applause for his “Make in India” 
slogan, that is all it has remained - a slogan. No one is making in 
India, not domestic investors, not foreign investors. No one explains 
this better than the Mid-Year Economic Analysis 
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“The honour and dignity of former Prime Ministers is not 
a matter intrinsic to them, their families or their legacy 
alone. It is a matter connected with what defines us as a 

nation.”

On the eve of President Barack Obama’s visit to New Delhi, 
the defence minister of India, Manohar Parrikar, made a 
rather zany proclamation. Some Prime Ministers, he said, had 
compromised the country’s “deep assets”. He further decreed 
that he would not name the former Prime Ministers though 
“many people know”.

Fourteen Prime Ministers have served India 1947 onwards. 
Notwithstanding the partisan divide, each of them has had 
years of public service behind them.

The defence minister’s ambivalence opened the doors and 
windows to a frenzied bout of speculation. The social media, 
where everybody and their grandmother is a broadcaster, 
became the arena for many hard-won reputations with years 
of public service behind them to be slandered with impunity. 
Some sections of mainstream media also reproduced the 
innuendo without compunction.

With one bald conjecture, Mr Parrikar bade to raise misgivings 
on the conduct of one or more of India’s leaders. An outraged 
former Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda retorted, “There are 
only two Prime Ministers now who can react to it. Vajpayeeji is 
not well. I am saying, I am prepared to go through any kind of 
investigation or trial to see what happened during my tenure.” 
He went on to question the Prime Minister, stating, “It is for 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi now to specify the charges 
made by his minister and whether it is proper for him to make 
such remarks.”

“Deep assets” is the most deliciously woolly term. It can 
mean everything and nothing. Was Mr Parrikar referring to 
covert intelligence assets or the strategic programme? Was he 
alluding to the alleged lack of apex-level attention that may 
have bedeviled our indigenous defence programme since 
the Bharatiya Janata Party government recently sacked the 
director-general of the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation?

This is not the first time that BJP leaders have indulged in 
such sensational susurration. Way back in 2006, Jaswant Singh 

LOOsE LIPs sInk shIPs

in his book, A Call to Honour, had 
alluded that there was a mole in 
the Prime Minister’s Office during 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s 
regime. When challenged by the then 
Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, 
on the floor of the Upper House 
to reveal the name of the mole, 
he backtracked and was unable to 
substantiate the claim.

Another glaring example of 
such insouciance is provided by 
Major General V.K. Singh in his book, India’s External 
Intelligence. He describes how the then National Democratic 
Alliance government had compromised a very vital “deep 
communication asset” by making the conversation between 
Pakistan’s Army Chief Pervez Musharraf and his Chief of 
Staff Lt. Gen. Mohammed Aziz public to prove Pakistan’s 
complicity in the Kargil War. Pakistan became wise to the 
circumstance that the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW) 
was intercepting a particular satellite link between Beijing 
and Islamabad, leading to its immediate closure. Had the then 
NDA government handled the dissemination of information 
more skillfully and safeguarded the technical asset, the link 
would have proved to be the mother lode of information for 
India.

Rumours have been doing the rounds for decades now 
as to how the alleged indiscreet slip by a former Prime 
Minister compromised Indian assets in the Pakistani nuclear 
programme. There is yet another one which slyly insinuates 
that a Prime Minister ordered the winding up of ostensible 
covert operations in a neighbouring country.

For all you know these could just be vile lies spread by jealous 
rivals or even malevolent creatures for the sake of sadistic 
pleasure. After all, rumour unfortunately is humour in India. 
For the defence minister of the country to buy into these 
conspiracy theories is a bit of a stretch.

If Mr Parrikar does have any substantive evidence, then he is 
duty bound to put all the facts in the public space because the 
subtext of his statement is portentous. He is accusing some 
people who have been at the helm of affairs of being virtually 

Manish Tewari
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anti-national.

In addition to the collateral damage caused by such assertions, 
there are implications of such rash flippancy on India’s national 
security also. At a point in time when foreign direct investment 
caps in defence have been upped from 26 to 49 per cent, and the 
BJP government has promoted this initiative as the centerpiece 
of its “Make in India” initiative, what is the message that you 
are sending to countries and potential investors? That India 
cannot be trusted to maintain confidentiality, therefore, 
sensitive defence technology on which billions have been 
spent in research and development should not be shared with 
or transferred to the Indian government or companies?

The one country that India has been desperately wooing is the 
United States of America. US interlocutors have been privately 
seeking assurances that their intellectual property would be 
secure, not because they are scared of leaks, peeps and squeaks, 
but because we are generally perceived to be of a permissive 
ethos. Nations such as the US have been nurtured in the adage 
“loose lips sink ships”.

Where then does this go from here? The usual Indian attitude 

would lend itself to a let-it-be attitude. Given that the defence 
minister is relatively new to Delhi, perhaps he does not realise 
or understand the full import of his utterances. The other way 
would be to confront him on the floor of the House, just as Dr 
Manmohan Singh had locked horns with Jaswant Singh on the 
“mole” matter, and compel Mr Parrikar to either substantiate 
his statement or withdraw it and tender an unconditional 
apology.

The honour and dignity of former Prime Ministers is not a 
matter intrinsic to them, their families or their legacy alone. It 
is a matter connected with what defines us as a nation. Are we 
a country that cynically suspects or is skeptical of its leaders 
and tends to imagine that there can be no smoke without a 
fire? Conversely, do we as a democracy consider that we 
have at least over the years elected patriotic people to lead us 
irrespective of their politics or other shortcomings? Would it 
not be the appropriate thing to do, that if anyone questions 
the nationalism or commitment of our Prime Ministers to the 
nation, they must be put to the strict burden of proof? v

The writer is a lawyer and a former Union minister. 

one is making in India, not domestic investors, not foreign 
investors. No one explains this better than the Mid-Year 
Economic Analysis that deserves quotation in full: 

“Growth in real capital formation was around 15 per cent 
and private corporate investment surged, East Asia-style, 
over a very short period from 6.5 per cent in 2003-04 to 
17.3 per cent in 2007-08, amounting to an increase of 
nearly 11 percentage points of GDP. Investment was based 
largely on the perception that growth rates of 8.5 per cent 
would continue indefinitely and banks, especially public 
sector banks, could lend to private sector investors in 
infrastructure.” (para 1.43)

That is, indeed, a true picture of the economy under UPA-I. 
Then came the delayed impact on India of the global 
downturn:

“As the growth boom faded, projects turned sour, leaving a 
legacy of distressed assets. This stock problem is weighing 
down assets and hence investment. The problem is 
compounded by weak institutions.” (para 1.44)

So, what is Modi doing? Weakening our institutions even 
further! Ordinances galore are weakening Parliamentary 
institutions that are the very foundation of our democracy. 
Hitler did the same thing - only by a different route. 
Immediately on coming to office through the democratic 

continued from page 16

route, he got the German Reichstag (Parliament) to pass the 
Enabling Act that enabled him to rule by decree. Modi too 
is ruling by decree, not Parliamentary consent. Fortunately, 
ours is a seven-decade old, established democracy and, 
therefore, unlike the short-lived Weimar constitution that 
Hitler overthrew, capable of surviving Modi’s assault on its 
sanctity. 

But as we turn the New Year, the country is beginning 
to realize that it has been taken for a long ride of which 
the foredoomed failure to bring back black money is but 
symptomatic. The Government is clearly clueless about how 
to tackle the fundamental malaise that afflicts the economy 
- the inability of the private corporate sector to rise above 
governmental sops to display some entrepreneurial spirit. 
What our businessmen are good at is leveraging their 
influence with those whom they helped with monetary 
donations to elect to power. They use this influence to 
squeeze more and more concessions out of government so 
that, through rent-seeking rather than ‘animal spirits’, they 
are able to salt away their gains. Yet, it is on the backs of 
this private sector that Modi hopes to play out his take on 
Margaret Thatcher. His chances of success are exactly the 
same as those of a snow-drop in the furnace. v

(The author is a member of Parliament and a former Union 
Minister)
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It seems that Prime Minister Modi 
has forgotten his slogan “Achhe 
Din”. The Central Government is 

earning large revenue from petrol and 
diesel. The figures by the economic 
experts clearly establish that the 
government is making large profit from 
crude oil. After the price of petrol and 
diesel was decontrolled by government 
these products are low-priced but still 
the Modi government is busy in making 
profit in this situation. The people of 
the country have not yet realized the 
game of oil by the government, with 
the view of making profit has decided 
and decided on their next target. After 
earning profit from petrol and diesel 
the government is now viewing to make 
the life of farmers miserable through 
the medium of urea. That means, after 
the common man, now it is the turn of 
the farmers.

If we talk of urea then it will be realized 
that the use of urea in the country is 
around 30 million tons. Out of which 
around only 22 thousand tons is 
produced while the balance is fulfilled 
by import, which comes from countries 
like China, Iran and Oman. This year 
during the Rabi crop season there was 
a condition of hue and cry for urea. It 
seemed as if urea had become like gold. 
In some places there became a situation 
of loot for urea, at place there was 
pushing and shoving for urea, at some 
places the farmers were lathi-charged 
by the police. It is clear that there is 
a shortage of urea in the country and 
the government is directly responsible 
for this. Because the fulfilling of urea 
demand is the sole responsibility of 
the Central government. But the Modi 
government is mum after coming to 
power, it seems that all his big boasting 
has also stopped after the conclusion of 

the election campaigning. His voice has 
come to full stop and he has no answers 
to the issues of the country.

The government that claimed to bring 
good days and Modi who was making 
these promises claim that by 2018 urea 
world by decontrolled and will be sold 
like diesel in the open market. Now 
by putting urea in the open market it 
seems that they want to put farmers 
into trouble. If this happens then the 
price of urea from production to import 
will be out of government control. The 
traders will collect inproportionate 
amount of profit from the farmers. 
In a country where farming is not a 
profitable business. Eighty percent of 
the farmers of the country are today 
farming on loss. This is the reason 
why for the past four decades the area 
of cultivation has not increased above 
12 lakh hectares. Forty percent of the 
farmers in the country are in fact poor, 
will it be appropriate to put farmers to 
the vagaries of the open market? Where 
the big traders can openly exploit the 
farmers. Presently, maximum farmers 
of the country are buying urea and 
other things through loans. But it 
seems the Modi government wants to 
enjoy the cream by putting urea in the 
open market so that the farmers of the 
country keeps on taking loans.

Apart from this the Modi government 
is also planning to increase the price 
of urea two times by ten-ten percent 
in a year, for a period of three years 
thus raising the price by 60 percent. 
The government is also talking to give 
subsidy to the farmers directly through 
the ‘Aadhar’ card. But it is doubtful if 
the farmer of the country will be able to 
bear the prices in the open market with 
the help of subsidy. Also the results of 
the process of giving direct subsidy 

have been delayed.

In the country 
the importance of 
urea is very much 
for the farming 
c o m m u n i t y , 
because the 
farmers of the 
country depend 
mostly on urea 
rather than any 
other fertilizer and 55 percent of urea 
is used by them. If the government 
increases the price of urea then from 
the present price of urea at Rs. 5 
thousand per ton it would be selling 
at Rs. 11 thousand per ton after three 
years and this will amount to skinning 
the ordinary farmers.

The Modi government is also talking 
of self-sufficiency in the production of 
urea. But when will this take positive 
shape is not known. Initial steps were 
taken in this regard by the Congress-
led Manmohan Singh government. 
The present government has made an 
agreement to set-up urea production 
plant with Iran, on which the Modi 
Government also is agreeing. But this 
is just not enough. The government 
should not increase the price of urea 
nor it should sell this in the open 
market. In both the conditions farmers 
will be at loss. It would have been better 
if states were taken into confidence to 
find option for urea and efforts were 
made to find other ways of organic 
farming. With organic fertilizer and 
organic farming it will generate good 
health. So that the government also 
does not incur loss and the common 
man stays healthy and the farmers too 
remain prosperous. v
(The author is MPCC spokesperson and 

columnist.)

PETROLEUm PRICIng Is AnOThER ACT Of bETRAyAL by 
mODI gOvERnmEnT, nExT ThE fOCUs Is On UREA

Pankaj 
Chaturvedi
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There is a need to create consensus on the issue of land 
acquisition for genuine expansion of development 
activities in a fair and transparent manner. Legislation 

has to be in line with the national thinking of providing 
transparent governance.

The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land 
Acquisition and Resettlement Act 2013 was enacted replacing 
the Land Acquisition Act 1894, after a long debate on the issue. 
In the recent years, the debate became very internse after the 
SEZ Act 2005 was implemented in February 2006. Land for 
Special Economic Zones was acquired in various parts of 
the country by the governments under Land Acquisition Act 
1894, which was a colonial legislation.   This invited strong 
protest movements in the various parts of the country.   The 
prominent protest movements include farmers mobilisation 
at Nandigram and Singur in West Bengal, mining areas in 
Odisha, especially against PASCO, BhattaPalsaur in UP 
to name a few.   In fact, most of the states faced farmers’ 
protest movements against land acquisition for SEZ or other 
projects in mining, manufacturing and infrastructure.  These 
movements were accompanied by a serious debate in the 

academic journals, popular magazines, newspaper articles 
and prime-time discussions in the electronic media.

defining public purpose
The debates highlighted arbitrariness in defining public 
purpose, low level of compensation to the land owners, no 
compensation to the landless whose livelihood was affected 
by such land acquisitions, no policy of rehabilitation and 
settlement of the affected people. It was also reported that 
some ruling politicians and government officials collaborated 
with businessmen and acquired irrigated multi-cropped 
agricultural land for SEZs and housing colonies at very 
low prices and made huge profits. This created a wave of 
displacement of farmers, landless labourers, artisans and 
other sections of the rural population. 

Arbitrary acquisition
At some places the land acquired was manifold the initial 
requirements, reflecting land grabbing by big business 
enterprises.  A recent report of the Comptroller and Auditor-
General has brought out that more than 43,000 hectares 
of land was acquired but barely one-third was used for the 

LAnD ORDInAnCE - nOT fAIR OR 
TRAnsPAREnT

sucha singh gill
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specified purpose.  The hue and cry of the farmers, NGOs and 
serious discussions by concerned scholars and mediapersons 
led to the enactment of this Act in 2013.  The Act tried to create 
safeguards against the arbitrary land acquisition, provided 
transparency in the process, made adequate provision for 
compensation, rehabilitation and settlement of the displaced   
both land owners and the landless whose livelihood was 
affected.  It also created provisions for safeguarding national 
food security and for punishing those officials who commit 
offence in connivance with the powers that be to help those 
acquiring land. 

Consensus on land acquisition
The passing of the 2013 Act satisfied the farming community 
and paved the way for fairness in land acquisition.  This Act was 
passed when the Government was headed by DrManmohan 
Singh.  The BJP, in the Opposition at that time, supported this 
bill and helped in its enactment.  This Act, in fact, reflected a 
consensus at the national level on the issue of land acquisition. 

The new government led by BJP after seven months in power 

has issued an ordinance to amend this consensus- based Act.  
The ordinance has amended certain provisions of the Act. 

 This first change relates to the purposes for which the land 
can be acquired.   The Section 2 (I ) (b) (i) of the 2013 Act 
reads as under:  “All activities or items listed in the notification 
of the Government of India in the department of economic 
affairs (Infrastructure Section) number 13/6/2009 INF, dated 
the 27th March, 2012, excluding private hospitals, private 
educational institutions and private hotels:” 

In the ordinance, the words “private hospitals, private 
educational institutions and” shall be omitted.   This means 
that the land under public purposes can be acquired by the 
Government for private hospitals and private educational 
institutions being set up for profiteering.  

The second change relates to determination of public purpose.  
The Section 2 (2) (b) (i) provided that for land acquisition for 
private companies, the prior consent of at least 80 per cent of 
those affected families shall be obtained.   For public-private 
partnership projects, under Section 2 (2) (b) (ii), the prior 
consent of at least 70 per cent of those affected families shall 
be acquired through a prescribed process.  In the ordinance, 
these provisions have been exempted.

social impact and public purpose
The third change relates to determination of social impact and 
public purpose.  Chapter II of the Act makes it mandatory that 
for land acquisition for public purpose that the government 
“shall consult Panchayat, Municipal Corporation as the case 
may be and carry out Social Impact Assessment Study in 
consultation with them”.

The notification for consultation and social impact 
assessment shall be made available in local language to 
the Panchayat, Municipality or Municipal Corporation.   
The ordinance states that these provisions will not apply 
for some projects vital for national security or defence 
or defence production; rural infrastructure including 
electrification; affordable housing and housing for the poor 
people; industrial corridors; and infrastructure projects 
under public private partnership. 

The fourth change relates to special provision to safeguard 
food security of the country. The Chapter III of the Act Section 
10 (I) states that “no irrigated multi-cropped land shall be 
acquired under this Act”.  The amendment in the Act through 
ordinance states that the Government may, in public interest, 
by notification exempt the acquisition of irrigated multi-
cropped land for various public purposes or for industrial 
corridors and infrastructure development including under 
public private partnership.

In a bid to ease the process of acquiring 
land, the Union Cabinet recently 
recommended the promulgation 
of an ordinance to amend the land 
Acquisiton Act, 2013.

This was done by including five new 
categories of projects that would not 
require prior consent from affected 
families as well as social Impact 
Assessment (sIA). These include 
projects related to defence, rural 
infrastructure and industrial corridors

The sensitive provisions relating to 
compensation, relief and rehabilitation 
have been left untouched.

The amendment also includes 13 
legislation that are currently exempted 
under the purview of the Act in the 
compensation, rehabilitation and 
resettlement provisions.
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Unutilised land
The fifth change relates to return of unutilised land. The Act 
under Section 101 provided that “when any land acquired 
under this Act remains unutilised for a period of five years 
from the date of taking over the possession, the same shall be 
returned to the original owner or owners or their legal heirs”. 

 In the Ordinance, it has been substituted by “a period specified 
for setting of any project or for five years, whichever is later”.  
This amendment needs to be read in the light of experience of 
land acquired (more than 43,000 hectares) for SEZs after 2006.

liability of government officials
The last (sixth) significant change relates to liability of the 
government officials committing offence under this Act.  In the 
Act, Section 87, it was provided that (i) “Wherever an offence 
under this Act has been committed by any department of the 
Government, the head of the department shall be deemed 
guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against 
and punished accordingly”.  

Section 87(ii) states that “where any offence under this Act has 
been committed by a Department of the Government and it is 
proved that the offence has been committed with the consent 
or connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part of 
any officer, other than the head of the department, such officer 
shall also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be 
liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly”.

Protection of officials
This has been substituted by “where an offence under this Act 
has been committed by any person who is or was employed in 
the Central Government or the state Government, as the case 
may be, at the time of commission of such alleged offence, no 
court shall take cognisance of such an offence except with the 
previous sanction of the appropriate Government”.  Thus the 
ordinance protects the officials who commit offence in land 
acquisition in connivance with the ruling politicians can be 
protected by not giving prior sanction by the Government to 
be proceeded against and punished accordingly. 

The Ordinance has opened the doors for land acquisition 
for private hospitals and private educational institutions and 
projects under public-private partnership or for developing 
industrial corridors.   It has virtually done away with social 
impact assessment study and opened scope for lack of clearly 
defined public purpose process.  

It has abolished consultation with Panchayati Raj Instituions 
or Urban Local Bodies, local communities and consent of land 
owners.  The food security safeguards have been dispensed with 
for acquiring of irrigated multi-cropped land.  The provision of 
land return if not used for five years have been compromised.  

Not only transparency in land acquisition has been done away, 
the official committing offence has been provided a shield 
in the form of procuring prior approval of the appropriate 
government for proceeding against them in courts by 
landowners, NGOs or farmers’ organisation.

expansion of development activities
It will be sensible if the Government of India realises this 
sensitivity and does not allow this ordinance to become 
an Act. An attempt to convert it into an act will create an 
environment in the country of confrontation between farmers 
and the governments in the different states. 

This will not reflect well on the Central Government as well 
as the state governments. There is need to create consensus 
on the issue of land acquisition for genuine expansion of 
development activities in a fair and transparent manner. 
At the same time those who commit offence with consent, 
connivance and willful neglect they need not be provided 
a shield of prior government permission to be proceeded 
against in the courts. This ordinance is not in line with national 
thinking to provide efficient and transparent governance. 

rural India will be at a disadvantage against 
business lobby
There seems to be pressure of the corporate business lobby, 
real estate developers and politicians with self interest in 
business. The ordinance has been issued to circumvent the 
pro-rural/farmers’ provisions in this Act.  If this ordinance is 
is converted into Act, the India that is Bharat would lose  in 
big way.  

Bharat lives in the rural areas and constitute 68.7 per cent 
of the population.   The irrigated multi-cropped land will be 
acquired around the cities for profiteering in the private sector.  
A point which needs serious attention is that enactment of 
this Act has happened a year earlier and there are no negative 
experiences associated with this. The difficulties reported by 
the governmental side on land acquisition are not born out of 
experience but are more of imaginative in nature. 

It indicates weakness in the point of view of the government 
as it lacks any empirical backing. The empirical evidence 
of the earlier period does not support government view. 
Earlier evidence points towards the greed of corporate and 
business entities to get hold over the land of farmers and 
forest dwellers beyond business requirements. The process of 
revival of protest movements in the country against such land 
acquisition can be set into motion. v

(The writer is Professor of South Asia at Centre Research in 
Rural and Industrial Development, Chandigarh)
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Most of us are aware that 
Maulana Azad was appointed 

independent India’s first Minister for 
Education; some perhaps know that he 
was part of the Constituent Assembly 
that drafted India’s Constitution. 
Both these facts are important when 
we examine his role in the course of 
history leading to the enactment of 
the Right to Education legislation in 
India. The legislation that became 
effective from April 1, 2010 has had a 
history of exactly one hundred years, 
implying thereby that Maulana Azad 
was a later, but important, actor in its 
unfolding drama. It might therefore 
be appropriate to briefly set the stage 
before examining his entry into 
bringing in this important legislation 
that is critical to ensure universal 
elementary education of the children 
of India. 

History tells us that state legislations 
for free and compulsory education 

were the instruments that facilitated 
universal basic education in what we 
now call the educationally advanced 
countries. Detailed accounts of the 
conditions of children in Britain exist, 
detailing child labour, sordid working 
conditions and class discriminations, 
that inspired great fictional works like 
David Copperfield by the celebrated 
novelist Charles Dickens. Britain was 
in fact one of the last European nations 
to bring in the Compulsory

Education Act in 1870, which proved 
effective in a few decades to transform 
the landscape of children’s education in 
that country.

Inspired and spurred by such a 
legislative action in the land of the 
colonial power, demands for enacting a 
similar legislation in India were raised 
by prominent nationalist leaders of that 
time. For example, the Indian leaders 
made demands for provision for mass 
education and Compulsory Education 

mAULAnA AzAD AnD  
ThE RIghT TO EDUCATIOn

Acts through the Indian Education 
Commissionof 1882. The Maharaja 
of Baroda in fact introduced the 
Compulsory Education for boys in 
Amreli Taluk in 1893, which was 
extended by him to the rest of the 
state in 1906.

In the same year Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale made a plea to 
Imperial Legislative Council 
for the introduction of Free and 

Compulsory Education. Using the 
following words,

“I beg to place the following resolution 
before the council for its

consideration.…the state should accept 
in this country the same

responsibility in regard to mass 
education that the government

of most civilized countries are already 
discharging and that a

well considered scheme should be drawn 
up and adhered to till it

is carried out.. The well being of 
millions upon millions of

children who are waiting to be brought 
under the influence

education depends upon it...”,

Gokhale actually introduced a 
private members Bill in the Imperial 
Legislative Council on 18th march, 
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1910 for seeking provision of ‘Free and 
Compulsory Primary Education” in 
India. The Bill was rejected.

The attempts continued and in 1917, 
Vithalbhai Patel was successful in 
getting the Bill passed, which became 
the first law on Compulsory Education, 
popularly known as the Patel Act. By 
1930, every province in British India 
got Compulsory Education Act on its 
statute book, though in practice not 
much happened due to non-availability 
of funds. In any case, the compulsory 
acts put the onus of children’s education 
on the parents, and records suggest the 
collection of a few rupees and annas 
as punishment from parents for not 
sending their children to schools. The 
ineffective laws were further buried 
in 1930 by the recommendations of 
the Hartog Committee that laid stress 
on better quality rather than quantity 
that hindered the spread of primary 
education in the country.

When seven provinces came under 
the self-rule of the Congress party, 
Mahatma Gandhi gave his stirring 
call for universal primary education 
in 1937, to be told that there was 
no money for that. At the ripe age of 
67, Gandhi then made his radical 
proposals for mass education that he 
thought were appropriate for India. 
It has remained a matter of debate 
whether Gandhi advocated work-
based education as a means of self-
support in order to circumvent his 
disappointment regarding the inability 
of the state to fund universal education, 
or as a pedagogic necessity, or both. His 
plea for adequate finances for universal 
education was met with a response 
that if at all, the way out was to utilize 
revenues from liquor sales. That meant 
he had to either give up his stand on 
prohibition, or his plea for universal 
education with state support, which he 
expressed quite plainly: “the cruelest 
irony of the new reforms lies in the fact 
that we are left with nothing but liquor 

Fundamental Rights:

“Clause 23 - Every citizen is entitled as 
of… right to free primary education and 
it shall be the duty of the State to provide 
within a period of ten years from the 
commencement of this Constitution for 
free and compulsory primary education 
for all children until they complete the 
age of fourteen years.” In April

1947 the advisory committee of the 
Constituent Assembly rejected free and 
compulsory education as a fundamental 
right (costs being the reason). It sent 
the clause to the list of “non-justiciable 
fundamental rights” (later termed as 
‘Directive Principles of State Policy), 
that denied a justiciable right.

In the 1949 debate in the Constituent 
Assembly, the Assembly decided to 
remove the first line of draft‘ Article 
36’…”Every citizen is entitled as of right 
to free primary education and it shall be 
the duty of the State to..” and replaced it 
with “The State shall endeavour to..” That 
effectively put an end to the possible 
inclusion of Right to Education in the 
original Constitution itself. How exactly 
Maulana Azad positioned himself in 
this debate, whether he made direct 
or behind the scene efforts to have the 
draft Article 36 retained are questions 
for future research. Quite clearly, his 
public utterances did not find an echo 
in the drafting of the Constitution. 
As for the age group finalized for the 
Directive Principles and the removal 
of the term primary education from 
the final draft, that was because of the 
intervention of Babasaheb Ambedkar, 
the Chairperson of the Assembly, who 
on November 23, 1949 said that “… a 
provision has been made in Article 18 
to forbid any child from being employed 
below the age of 14. Obviously if the 
child is not to be employed below the age 
of 14, the child must be kept occupied in 
some educational institution.” Barring 
this intervention, the Final directive 
principle 45 would have said “up to age 

revenue to fall back upon, in order 
to give our children education”. This 
seems to have led Gandhi to propose 
a national system of education that 
would be self-sufficient, rather than 
solely dependent on state funding thus:

“but as a nation we are so backward in 
education that we

cannot hope to fulfill our obligations to 
the nation in this respect

in a given time during this generation, if 
the program is to

depend on money. I have therefore 
made bold, even at the risk of

losing all reputation for constructive 
ability, to suggest that

education should be self-supporting …. I 
would therefore begin

the child’s education by teaching it a 
useful handicraft and

enabling it to produce from the moment 
it begins training. Thus

every school can be made self-
supporting, the condition being

that the State take over the manufacture 
of these schools”.

It was a committee led by Zakir Hussain 
that worked out, in 1942, the contours 
of this nai talim proposed by Gandhi. 
The 1945 Sergeant Committee report 
on India’s education in the meanwhile 
predicted that given the number of 
children and financial needs, universal 
basic education in India was not feasible 
in a time frame of less than forty years 
(1985).

In brief, it happened like this. In 1947 
the Constituent Assembly set up a 
Ways and Means (Kher) Committee to 
explore ways and means of achieving 
universal elementary education within 
ten years at lesser cost. In the same 
year, the Assembly Sub-committee on 
Fundamental rights placed free and 
compulsory education on the list of 
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11” rather than “up to age 14”.

During and after all this, there are 
records of what Maulana Azad was 
saying in public, but one doesn’t have 
much idea as to what he was doing 
about it, how much of his efforts 
were being thwarted by those who 
controlled finances in Nehru’s cabinet, 
and how much support he had from 
Nehru himself. For example, even 
after the right was excluded from 
the Constitution in 1950, in a radio 
broadcast on September 30, 1953, he 
was still expressing what he clearly 
had not been able to get into the 
constitution:

“Every individual has a right to an 
education that will enable

him to develop his faculties and live a 
full human life. Such

education is the birth right of every 
citizen. A state cannot claim

to have discharged its duty till it has 
provided for every single

individual the means to the acquisition 
of knowledge. Every

individual unconditionally and without 
qualification is entitled

to education up to this stage … the state 
must make available to

all citizens the facilities of education up 
to the secondary stage.

Elementary and middle education is 
more important because the

edifice of national education is laid in 
these two early stages. If

the foundation is weak or wrongly laid, 
the rest of the structure

is weak or faulty.”

A much delayed Right

It is ironic that the Right to Education 
legislation finally became a reality 
in India when, many might argue, 
the politics was least inclined to it 

compared to the times when Maulana 
Azad was at the helm of affairs. The 
argument might go as follows: The 
nationalistic fervor was at a climax 
when Maulana Azad headed India’s 
education. Combined with the fact that 
the political inclination was dominated 
by Nehruvian socialism, the chances 
of the state opting for a rights based 
approach was much more favourable 
than the present times. The present 
time is dominated, after the opening 
of the economy in the early nineties, 
by policies of privatization and 
liberalization, by a policy framework 
that favours market solutions, even 
in the social sector, in contrast to 
obligations on the state through the 
rights based approach. So what couldn’t 
become possible with the intervention 
of great names like Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale, Mahatma Gandhi, Babasaheb 
Ambedkar, Nehru and Maulana Azad 
finally came through in the times of 
Manmohan Singh, who many believe 
to be much more inclined to market 
based interventions rather than to state 
obligations.

In the end, one feels inclined to 
conclude that the public rhetoric of the 
national leaders immediately after

independence, which included the 
utterances of Maulana Azad too, 
were not matched by commensurate 
action, certainly not in the area of 
universal basic education. Even the 
Kothari Commission report could 
be charged likewise, since its much 
acclaimed egalitarian vision of 
common schools was not matched 
with the specific recommendations for 
the implementation of the common 
school system. It borrowed the 
terminology of a National System of 
Education from Maulana Azad, as like 
Azad, the demand and directions for 
implementation were at best tepid. v

(Extracts from Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad and the National Education System)

COngREss PREsIDEnT,  
smT. sOnIA gAnDhI COnDOLED 
PAssIng AwAy Of COngREss 
LEADER RAmEshwAR ThAkUR

new delhi: 
C o n g r e s s 
President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi 
condoled the 
passing away of 
veteran Congress 
Party leader 
Shri Rameshwar 
Thakur who died on January 15, 2015. 
He was 87.

In a condolence message, to his son Shri 
Anil Thakur she said that the nation will 
always remember him for his valuable 
services and pursuit of excellence in 
public life. In his death, for the family 
it’s a huge loss as also to the Congress 
party. He dedicated himself to the 
principles of the Congress and whatever 
responsibilities that were bestowed on 
him, he fulfilled them with dedication. 

I pray to the almighty to give your family 
and you the strength and courage to 
bear this irreparable loss. Please accept 
my heartfelt condolences and convey 
the same to all other members of your 
family”.

Shri Rameshwar Thakur was born in the 
village of Tahkur Gangti in Jharkhand’s 
Godda District on July 28, 1927.

He was a senior Congress leader and a 
former Union Minister of India. He also 
served as Governor of Madhya Pradesh 
from 2009 to 2011 and Governor of 
Odisha from 2004 to 2006. He was the 
Andhra Pradesh Governor from 2006 
to 2007 and the Karnataka Governor 
from 2007 to 2009. By profession he was 
a Chartered Accountant. He was also 
president of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India from 1966 to 1967.

Shri Thakur also served as president 
of the Bharat Scouts and Guides from 
November 1998 to November 2001, and 
again after November 2004. v
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InTernATIOnAl COnferenCe On Pt. neHrU

I feel honoured to be 
speaking in front of 
this distinguished 

gathering on the occasion 
of the 125th  birth 
anniversary of the Late 
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, 
an outstanding statesman 
who not only shaped the 

destiny of Free India, but also that of the post-colonial new 
world order.

At the outset, let me pay homage to him on my own behalf, 
and on behalf of the people of Nepal who enjoyed Nehru’s 
full support in our relentless journey to democracy right after 
India’s independence.

Our great leaders like late B P Koirala, K P Bhattarai and 
Man Mohan Adhikary were highly influenced by Mahatma 
Gandhi and Nehru, and thus participated and even faced 
imprisonment during India’s freedom struggle. The shared 
values of freedom and democracy brought the leaders of 
our two nations together and even after Mahatma Gandhi’s 
tragic assassination, Nepal’s crusade for democracy under the 
leadership of the Nepali Congress Party continued based on 
the same principles and with support of Pandit Nehru. Pandit 
Nehru mediated for the end of the Rana oligarchy in Nepal 
in solidarity with the Nepali Congress. These tall leaders of 
that exciting era believed that a country could only be truly 
independent only when democracy was established.

Who could understand more the power of independence than 
Nehru who not only gave up all the luxuries and privileges he 
was born with, but also devoted his entire life for the cause 
of freedom. He chose to be a prisoner himself, for the larger 
cause and much larger dream of Independence for India, and 
democracy for all.

Speech at The International Conference on “Nehru’s Worldview and His Legacy  
Democracy, Inclusion & Empowerment” Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi Shri Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, Former PM of Nepal & Senior Leader, Nepali Congress

A politician can sit quiet with one stint in power, but a statesman 
cannot. Nehru as the first Prime Minister of Independent 
India, faced the enormous challenge of bringing dignity and 
pride to a Former colony on the one hand, and raising the 
living standards of her people in millions. A mixed economy 
with a blend of socialism with focus on the most oppressed 
and deprived was something the experimented with. He laid 
the foundation of prosperous India. He also took the lead in 
outlining a more secured world order through his initiative of 
the Non-Aligned Movement when the world was divided in 
military blocs.

Time changes. So does political philosophy. But a statesman 
thinks of the future world taking into account the preset 
realities and their historical perspective and that is what Nehru 
was able to do. The ideals he espoused for equity and equality 
for all in order to bring reinforce democracy has stood the test 
of time. As we now have witnessed wars within and between 
countries for establishing basic essential rights and freedoms, 
we must acknowledge and admire the far-reaching vision that 
Nehru espoused. 

As someone from Nepal, l have more special reasons to pay 
my tribute to Late Nehru. He extended his moral support 
to the crusade for democracy in 1960 when the then King 
dissolved cabinet and the first ever elected Parliament and 
imprisoned all its top leaders including B P Koirala, Ganesh 
Man Singh and K P Bhattarai in continuity of the same legacy, 
the Indian National Congress extended full support to the 
cause of democracy when King Gyanendra took over power 
and isolated political parties in 2005-06. Currently, we are 
struggling hard to write the new constitution in Nepal after 
we failed to do so through the first Constituent assembly. lndia 
has a rich history in constitution-making. We do need your 
goodwill and support in this endeavor. We are fully aware that 
there cannot be peace and development without Democracy. 

125th birth Anniversary Celebrations

PAnDIT JAwAhAR LAL nEhRU, An OUTsTAnDIng 
sTATEsmAn whO nOT OnLy shAPED ThE DEsTIny 
Of fREE InDIA, bUT ALsO ThAT Of ThE POsT-
COLOnIAL nEw wORLD ORDER
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Q. How did you get exposed to 
the gandhian and nationalist 
principles?
A. My father Shri 
Ramraksh Upadhyaya (aka 
“Brahmachariji”) was a 
wellknown Congressman, 
who as a young man was 
with Mahatma Gandhi and 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad during 
the Nilhat Andolan, had 
continued collecting the  
case files after these two leaders were 
arrested. My uncle was a well known 
revolutionary. Many leaders were always 
coming to our place, and I got  exposed 
to different nationalistic streams, 
learning to think independently.
Q. When did you join the Congress?
A. As a student I was a socialist. In 1954 
in Patna at the B.N. College, a student 
Dinanath was brutally killed by police-
action during a students’ movement. 
There was a big uprising against this. I led 
the students and took out a procession 
of a few thousands strong. The Congress 
leaders there felt that I was popular and 
asked me to prepare for contesting for 
the Assembly. I refused, but formally 
joined the Congress party.

Q. What was your most memorable 
moment as an activist?

A. The agitation against the Dinanath 
murder at B.N. College at Patna, that I  
have earlier mentioned.       
Q. What was the role of Congress in 
nation-building?
A. A very major role, starting from an 
awakening of awareness of the whole  
country against a cluster of small 

fiefdoms; to spearheading the 
movement till Independence; 
teaching the whole populace 
democracy; uniting the 
principalities into one nation; 
and holistic development. 
Q. In your opinion, what 
needs to be done for the 
C ong ress  re g aining  i ts 
strength?
A. The leaders need to regain 
the trust of the people as well 

as the grass-root  activists. They need to 
get more close with the grassroots. Also, 
they need to be able to convincingly 
answer questions about issues. Rising 
above self interest, intensive work 
needs to be done in the field of social 
service. But this work also needs to 
be made visible. The good work done 
by the activists is neither visible  nor 
propagated. Awareness must be created 
about the several good schemes and 
work of the Congress. Nothing sells 
without marketing.
Q. What needs to be done to draw the 
youth?
A. The youth have an unpolluted mind, 
not ready for adjustments. They want 
to see real developmental programs. It 
is true that UPA gave some very good 
revolutionary schemes and programmes, 
but they were not made visible. The 
youth is motivated by the information it 
gets. The media that is popular amongst  
the youth is the Social media, which was 
not used sufficiently, whereas the BJP  
exploited it fully. 
Q. What were your other interests?

A. Sports. I played Football, Cricket and 
Hockey.

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the grass-root workers of the 
Congress Party. The first such interview was published in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

InTERvIEw wITh A DEDICATED 
COngREssPERsOn

Shri Nidhikant Upadhyaya, born in 1935, belongs to a well known freedom fighter 
family from Ranchi (Jharkhand). His father as a young man was with Mahatma 
Gandhi during the Nilhat Movement, while his uncle was a revolutionary. 

- Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla

Pandit Nehru stood for and fought for 
democracy. He believed that it is the 
only system that acknowledges and 
accepts the supremacy of the people, 
and he used politics as the tool for their 
emancipation and rise. He stood for a 
world woven by the thread of equality. 
This concept now resonates in the world 
in a more prolific manner, especially as 
transportation and technology brings us 
closer together than ever before. Leaders 
all over the world realize the need 
to come together in forums that will 
strengthen commitments to democracy 
and eliminate global challenges. Nehruji 
was truly a visionary leader who 
envisioned a free world order before its 
times. After the successful establishment 
of Independent India, he also inspired 
former colonies in Africa and Asia for 
freedom and independence. It would 
not be an exaggeration to state that the 
Late Pandit Nehru was a key catalyst 
to ending colonial regimes all over the 
world.

One other point that l must make - as 
it is also the one l admire the most - his 
leadership in preserving democracy 
in India. As we look around the world, 
we see many nations who gained 
independence and democracy after the 
Second World War but India stands 
out as a shining example of a nation 
which reinforced and build itself upon 
this great ideal. l truly belief it was 
the path laid by Pandit Nehru and his 
stewardship of it that has made India the 
nation it is now.

This great and unstinting belief that 
Nehru had in freedom, democracy and 
equality makes him a leader relevant for 
all the times. Even in this century as the 
world faces new challenges for peace, 
security and freedoms, the core values 
espoused by Nehru remains relevant for 
the resolution of all these issues.

Once again I thank you all, and especially 
Madam Sonia Gandhi for the honour 
given to me. v
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This is a moment consecrated by history. One 
hundred years have passed since the Indian 
National Congress first met in this great city. 

Between then and now, India and the world have 
witnessed profound historical changes-changes that 
have affected the very structure of human thought 
and action. In this epoch of radical change, the Indian 
National Congress brought the world to India and 
took India to the world. Its non-violent revolution 
has transformed our nation. Today, it charts the path 
to India’s greatness.

We rejoice in this moment. We rejoice in the great 
achievements, the great deeds of the people of India. 
We rejoice in the noble expressions of the human 
intellect and spirit represented by Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. We rejoice in 
the pledge redeemed. We rejoice that the honour is 
ours now to carry the torch of freedom and progress.

But our joy is mixed with sorrow. Indiraji should have been 
here today, speaking to you in her gentle, impassioned voice. 
One with Bharatmata’s immortal spirit, she now shines as a 
lodestar not only for us but for all humanity.

As I recall the great women and men who have led the Indian 
National Congress - the Parliament of Indian Nationalism - 
I feel proud and humble. I draw strength from the glorious 
tradition of our party and from the overflowing affection of 
the people of India.

May I thank dynamic Bombay and its gracious and hospitable 
people, for playing host to us, as they played host to our 
founding fathers in 1885? I, of course, have a sentimental 
relationship with Bombay. I was born here. Life- giving 
currents from every part of India flow into Bombay. It is 
India in microcosm.

Many distinguished delegates have come to this session from 

far and near, bringing to us the friendship and greetings 
of their parties and peoples. We appreciate this gesture. 
Through these honoured guests, we send our good wishes 
to the people of their countries.

As I stand before you this morning, my mind travels 
back to those fateful years when the Congress fought for 
India’s freedom. And I think of those giants who made 
the Indian National Congress. Seldom has the world seen 
a nobler galaxy of women and men, so selfless in their 
devotion to the cause of freedom, so exalted in thought, 
so brave in action, so pure in spirit. To remember them 
is to live once again in those times ‘when the world’s 
great age seemed to begin anew.’ A.O. Hume, Woomesh 
Chandra Bonnerji, DadabhaiNaoroji, Pherozeshah Mehta, 
MahadevGovindRanade, BadruddinTyabji, LokmanyaTilak, 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale, SurendraNathBannerjee, Annie 
Besant, Bepin Chandra Pal, LalaLajpatRai, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Motilal Nehru, Madan Mohan Malaviya, 
DeshbandhuChittaRanjan Das, SrivivasaIyengar, Sarojini 

ExTRACTs fROm ThE ADDREssEs
Of COngREss PREsIDEnTs

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress Presidents who have placed their vision 
and opinion for building the destiny of India.

re-energizing Congress by recalling our past
Inaugural Speech by Congress President Shri Rajiv Gandhi and the Centenary Resolve
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Naidu, M. A. Ansari, Jawaharlal Nehru, SardarVallabhbhai 
Patel, Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, MazharulHuque, 
Satyamurthi, Rajendra Prasad, MaulanaAbulKalam Azad, 
SaifudinKitchlew, Tristao de Braganza Cunha, Gopabandhu 
Das, NetajiSubhash Chandra Bose, GopinathBordoloi, 
GovindBallabh Pant, Purushottam Das Tandon, T. 
Prakasam, Bidhan Chandra Roy, AcharyaKripalani, 
AcharyaNarendraDev, RajkumariAmritKaur, Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai, AcharyaVinobaBhave, Jayaprakash Narayan, Indira 
Gandhi, Kamaraj, LalBahadurShastri, Gurmukh Singh 
Musafir, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed and countless others. We 
bow in reverence to their memory. They awakened the 
spirit of freedom in the Indian people crushed under the 
oppressive burden of imperialism. Gurudev Tagore and 
ShriAurobindoGhosh were one with the leaders of our 
struggle for independence in reawakening India to its true 
destiny.

It is our fortune that one of our great freedom fighters, 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan Sahib, is with us today. His life is 
a saga of sacrifice and non-violence. He has asked nothing 
for himself and has given his all to the service of his fellow 
men. We greet him with respect, with love, and pray he may 
long be with us.

We are blessed with the presence of large number of freedom 
fighters. We honour them for they made freedom a living 
reality. Their refusal to submit to the indignity of slavery, 
the very act of their defiance, and their luminous vision of a 
united and free India touched the imagination of millions. 
To the nameless and unsung heroes of our freedom struggle, 
we offer our humble tribute. Their life-blood nourishes the 
body of independent India.

How did the miracle of India’s rebirth in freedom come 
about? And what did India do with this new life? The 
answers are to be found in the story of the Indian National 
Congress.

How shall we remember Mahatma Gandhi, that eternal 
pilgrim of freedom? Born of the very spirit of India, steeped 
in the tradition, the song, the legend of our ancient land - and 
yet he was revolutionary. Unique among revolutionaries, he 
marched for freedom, clad in the robe of truth, with non-
violence for his staff.

He did not counter the violence of the oppressor with 
the violence of the oppressed. He met it by changing the 
oppressed from within. He freed them from fear and hatred. 
He ignited the greatest peaceful mass movement known to 
history. At his gentle summons, millions of Indians rose 
to assert their human dignity and walked upright with the 
spark of greatness in them.

Gandhiji the revolutionary was concerned with nothing less 
than the total reconstruction of our society. In Champaran 
among the impoverished peasants, in Ahmedabad among 
the textile workers, and in hundreds of thousands of villages 
of India, he had seen the soul of India seared by the ruthless 
exploitation of the poor. He saw how India’s social system 
had been vitiated by iniquitous practices - the oppression of 
the Harijans, of the women and of the poor.

To Mahatma Gandhi, the key to India’s progress was the 
development of its villages. In his unified vision, education, 
agriculture, village industry, social reform, all came together 
to provide the basis for a vibrant rural society, free from 
exploitation and linked to the urban centres as equals our 
planning incorporates this basic insight.

His crusade against untouchability stirred and ossified 
system. His radical premise of human dignity and equality 
electrified millions who lived and struggled at the very 
margin of social existence. Independent India was to 
enshrine Mahatma Gandhi’s war on untouchability in its 
Constitution.

The freedom movement transformed the status of women. 
Women fought along with men as comrades. In the 
process, the shackles that had bound them fell away. Legal 
safeguards and tights were to come later but Mahatma 
Gandhi emancipated women from slavery and oppression. 
What took centuries in other countries was accomplished in 
a matter of decades in our freedom struggle.

The mark of true revolutionary is that he sets new standards 
and values. Gandhiji did. Let us recall his words:

“I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt 
or when the self becomes too much with you, apply the 
following test: Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest 
man whom you may have seen and ask yourself if the step 
you contemplate is going to be of any use to him. Will he 
gain anything by it? Will it restore him to a control over his 
own life and destiny? In other words, will it lead to swaraj 
for the hungry and spiritually starving millions? Then you 
will find your doubts and your self melting away.”

We cannot, and will not, rest until we have won true swaraj 
for the hungry and spiritually starving millions - until we 
have wiped out poverty from our land. Then and only then 
can we claim the privilege of being true disciples of the great 
mahatma.

Mahatma Gandhi called Jawaharlal Nehru ‘the jewel of 
India’. Panditji added new dimensions to our concept of 
freedom. To a reawakened India, he brought intimations 
of mighty historical forces at work on the world stage. As 
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the freedom struggle grew in intensity, he went out among 
the masses, unfolding his vision of the future: immemorial 
India rejuvenated by modern science, technology, and the 
cleansing moral force of socialism, yet retaining her identity 
and the age old wealth of her spiritual wisdom.

Jawaharlal Nehru destroyed the edifice of imperialism. For 
he knew he had the greater task of building a new society. 
He was a treat builder. He gave India the enduring structure 
of democratic parliamentary institutions buttressed by 
the rule of law. Fundamental rights, directive principles of 
State policy, and safeguards for the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes together make our Constitution one of 
humanity’s great charters of freedom and equality. We have 
passed through many a crisis, but democracy has continued 
to flourish-to the consternation of those who believed 
that democracy was for the rich, not for the poor. In India 
democracy, with all its claimant contention, is alive and 
vibrant.

Jawaharlal Nehru fashioned the planning process to reach 
the ultimate objective of a socialist. Planning is now a part 
of the national consensus. It was not always so. It used to be 
described as the road to serfdom. Those who scoffed have 
stayed to praise. We have a strong economy. We are firmly 
set on the path of self-reliance, which means more freedom, 
nor less. Our planning process has succeeded.

Panditji built the infrastructure of science and technology 
with loving care. Atomic energy and Space stand out as 
symbols of this achievement, bit no field was left untouched. 
Let us not forget that it was Panditji who established the great 
laboratories, the giant irrigation dams, the fertilizer plants 
and the agricultural universities. This was the foundation of 
out self-sufficiency.

Panditji looked at the world with the eyes of a humanist, in 
love with nature and with the works of man. He perceived 
before many others, that the splitting of the atom had 
changed for all time to come the universe of discourse among 
nations. War in nuclear age was no longer policy by other 
means-it was mass suicide. He saw no meaning in military 
blocs. They did not guarantee security. They only guaranteed 
fear. He wanted nations to cooperate, not dominate. He 
evolved the philosophy of non-alignment. Non-align is the 
international expression of national resurgence. It is the 
extension of democracy to international relations. It means 
independence of thought and action. Panditji abjured 
entanglement with power blocs, because poser blocs are 
based on conflict, and erode the independence of countries, 
which join them. He put forward the positive concept of 
peaceful co-existence, and, co-operation to build a better, 
saner world free from anxiety, suspicion and fear. This vision 

of a cooperative world order even today guides the Non-
aligned Movement, representing the vast majority of the 
family of nations. It is a powerful force for freedom, peace 
and justice in the world. In its centenary year, the Indian 
National Congress is proud that India has the honour to 
lead the Non-aligned Movement.

All this and more is the legacy of Jawaharlal Nehru, his 
imperishable bequest to us in the Indian National Congress.

The smooth succession of LalBahadurShastri proved the 
inherent strength of our democratic system. He guided the 
country with steadfast devotion to the basic policies of the 
Congress. The Congress has always stood for patriotism, 
simplicity, selfless service and dedication to the cause of the 
underprivileged, Shastrijiepitomised these values.

With the sudden demise of Shastriji, once more the 
questions arose with even greater urgency: would a united 
India survive? Would its democracy endure? Would a food-
deficit country be able to preserve its independence? Would 
the cry of social justice remain unheeded? India’s voice for 
freedom, peace and justice remain as firm and resonant as 
in the past? Or would neo-colonialism claim yet another 
victim? Would India once again become a petitioner in the 
chancelleries of the west?

The world was torn by anxiety and conflict. In Vietnam, war 
continued to rage. There were no signs of any lessening of 
East-West tensions. In India, food shortages and inflation 
bred serious unrest. There were intense pressures to 
abandon the path of planned development. It was situation 
to daunt the most stout-hearted.

Never known to flee from challenge, Indira Gandhi took 
up cudgels on behalf of the masses of India. She placed 
the removal of poverty at the very centre of the planning 
process. One radical step followed boldly upon another, 
establishing beyond doubt where the sympathies of the 
Indian National Congress lay. The nationalisation of banks, 
the abolition of privy-purses, the takeover of the coal mines, 
the promulgation of radical land reforms and the creation 
of constitutional safety-nets for them, the formulation of 
a system of guaranteed prices to farmers, the setting up 
of a country wide public distribution system, the large 
scale extension on modern technology to agriculture, the 
establishment of Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices 
Commission to curb concentration of economic power, 
the great impetus to the growth of the public sector, the 
Pokharan test for peaceful purposes, the Space programme 
and the launching of the massive 20-Point Programme 
and the Rural landless Labour employment Guarantee 
Programme- all these electrified the nation.
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Indiraji transformed the Congress from a party in which 
vested interest had gradually gained ascendancy into a party 
which identified itself totally with the hopes and aspirations 
of the poor. Through her unrelenting struggle against those 
who opposed radical change in our social and economic 
structure, she placed her indelible stamp on the history of 
our party. With unparalleled tenacity, she persuaded millions 
of Congresswomen and men to pursue the path of socialism 
to progress. She took the people into confidence on the 
nature of the issues, which were convulsing the Congress 
and mobilised them behind her policies. The masses gave 
her the strength to face with unequalled courage the inner 
turmoil of the party. They manned the barricades. In 1969, 
the champions of the status quo had to retreat, relinquishing 
their control of our great organisations. The triumph of the 
Congress in the 1971 elections was a big blow to the forces 
that had thwarted social change from within the party. They 
were to regroup and challenge her again.

To meet an unprecedented threat to the nation’s stability, 
an emergency was proclaimed in 1975. The process of 
socio-economic change gathered momentum with the 
promulgation of the bold and dynamic 20 Point Programme. 
A democrat to the core of her being, Indiraji called elections 
in 1977. She accepted the verdict of the people who defeated 
her and the Congress. She knew it was an angry reaction to 
some mistakes that had been committed, but that the people 
were still with her and with the Congress. She stood by the 
people in their travail as they faced the tragic consequences 
of the reversal of nationally accepted policies. But many of 
her colleagues did not have her courage of conviction. Their 
vision faltered. They parted company with her. The congress 
again emerged, with youth in the vanguard as the sword arm 
of the poor. They voted her back in 1980, expressing their 
unbounded love for her and trust in her commitment to 
social justice.

Indira Gandhi knew, as did Jawaharlal Nehru, that 
social justice depended on the production and equitable 
distribution of wealth. She attended to the growth 
potential of our economy like a living mother. The first 
to claim her attention was agriculture. Not just because 
and overwhelming majority derived their livelihood from 
agriculture, but because national independence and self-
respect demanded that we do not stretch our hands before 
anyone for food. Many here will still recall the pain and the 
humiliation of the ‘ship-to-mouth’ days. She called upon 
our farmers and our agricultural scientists to apply modern 
technology to increase food production. Their heart-
warming response is a matter of history. Thus were laid the 
impregnable foundations of self-reliance.

As she had faced not one but two oil crises, Indira Gandhi 

was determined to take India towards self-sufficiency 
in energy resources. The prodigious effort to raise oil 
production, trebling it in the short space of four years, is 
testimony to her far-sighted vision.

In the international field, Indira Gandhi was the authentic 
voice of non-alignment, of peace and peaceful coexistence, 
disarmament and development. She was bold and fearless, 
refusing to be cowed down by pressures howsoever strong. 
Where the independence or sovereignty of India was 
in question, she never vacillated, never hesitated, never 
compromised. She stood like a rock in the defence of India.

But she never forgot the threats to India, external and 
internal, direct and indirect, military and economic. She 
campaigned relentlessly to alert the nation to these dangers 
and toiled unremittingly to strengthen our defences. She 
had seen again and again how the independence and unity 
of nations had been suborned and subverted. She was 
determined not to let this happen to India. Nothing would 
induce her to accept the dilution of an iota of India’s unity 
and sovereignty, even at the cost of her life.

The history of our party tells us that, at each critical turning 
point, we took stock of our weaknesses and strengths to 
decide the direction we must take. The present situation 
demands a similar unsparing examination. Without self-
introspection, without soul searching, movement will not 
be much avail. We must see ourselves in the mirror of truth. 
What have we done with the legacy of our great leaders?

After two years of incessant travelling, meeting people, 
reading and reflection, I felt I could go to her with my 
perceptions. Listening to me, she thought I had gained 
some understanding of the complexities of our society. And 
then she began to unburden herself. She spoke of India’s 
enduring strength and of her hopes for India, but also of 
her apprehensions and anxieties. She analysed with clinical 
precision how the entire system had been weakened from 
within, how the party had once again been infiltrated by 
vested interests who would not allow us to move, how 
patronage and graft had affected the national institutional 
framework, how nationalism and patriotism had ebbed, 
how the pettiness and selfishness of persons in political 
positions had ruptured social fabric. She was clear that if 
India had to keep her ‘tryst with destiny,’ so much had to 
change. And them, suddenly, she left us. Indiraji’s thoughts 
and reflections on the state of the nation are an abiding 
influence.

We have cherished our democracy. Democracy is our 
strength. In 1984, the people of India gave out party its 
largest ever majority. Their eloquent verdict strengthened 
then unity and integrity of India. A nation sorrowing over 
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its beloved leader drew from its vast reserves of strength to 
protect the inheritance of its glorious freedom struggle.

Our economy owes much to the enterprise of our 
industrialists. But there are some reputed business and 
industrial establishments which shelter battalions of law 
-breakers and tax evaders. We have industrialists untouched 
by the thrusting spirit of the great risk-takers and 
innovators. The trader’s instinct for quick profits prevails. 
They flourish on sick industries. Many have not cared to 
learn the fundamental lesson that industrialisation springs 
from the development of indigenous technology, not from 
dependence on others. Industrial empire built on the shaky 
foundations of excessive protection, social irresponsibility, 
import orientation and corruption may not last long.

We have looked at others. Now let us look at ourselves. What 
has become of our great organisation? Instead of a party that 
fired the imagination of the masses throughout the length 
and breadth of India, we have shrunk, losing touch with the 
toiling millions. It is not a question of victories and defeats 
in elections. For a democratic party, victories and defeats 
are part of its continuing political existence. But what does 
matter is whether or not we work among the masses, whether 
or not we are in tune with their struggles, their hopes and 
aspirations. We are a party of social transformation, but in 
our preoccupation with governance we are drifting away 
from the people. Thereby, we have weakened ourselves 
and fallen prey to the ills that the loss of invigorating mass 
contact brings.

Millions of ordinary Congress workers throughout the 
country are full of enthusiasm for the Congress policies and 
programmes. But they are handicapped, for on their backs 
ride the brokers of power and influence, who dispense 
patronage to convert a mass movement into a feudal 
oligarchy. They are self-perpetuating cliques who thrive by 
invoking the slogans of caste and religion and by enmeshing 
the living body of the Congress in their net of avarice.

We talk of the high principles and lofty ideals needed to build 
a strong and prosperous India. But we obey no discipline, 
no rule, follow no principle of public weal. Corruption is 
not only tolerated but even regarded as the hallmark of 
leadership. Flagrant contradiction between what we say and 
what we do has become our way of life. At every step, our 
aims and actions conflict. At every stage, our private self-
crushes our social commitment.

The revitalisation of our organisation is a historical 
necessity. At this critical juncture, there is no other political 
party capable of defending the unity and integrity of the 
country. There is no other party capable of taking the 
country forward to progress and prosperity. All other parties 

are shot through with internal contradictions. The sorry, 
un-edifying spectacle of their total incapacity, corruption, 
nepotism, hypocrisy has disfigured our political landscape. 
They have shown a cynical disregard for sensitive issues of 
national security. Some have not hesitated even to colude 
with anti-national elements. Their ideological roots are 
shallow, their political outlook circumscribed by region, 
caste and religion. Whatever they have come to power, they 
have retarded social and economic progress. They have no 
sense of history. Those who campaign for a weak Centre, 
campaign against the unity and integrity of India. Their 
slogans of welfare are spurious because true welfare comes 
from growth, which they have been busy destroying. It is 
the responsibility of the Congress to ensure that India is not 
left to the mercy of such forces.

The country needs a politics of service to the poor. The 
country needs a politics based on ideology and programmes. 
To bring this about, we must break the nexus between 
political parties and vested interests. We will change the 
electoral laws to ensure cleaner elections. We will make 
political parties accountable for the funds they receive. We 
will wage an ideological war against those who exploit the 
poor in the name of caste and religion.

The Congress, the custodian of the national will and the 
sentinel of India’s freedom and unity, will be reorganised 
and revitalised. It will gather in its fold patriots of all 
sections and all communities. It will be the shield of the 
oppressed and the sword of the poor.

Above all, we need to create a mass movement for 
strengthening India’s unity and integrity, for deepening our 
Indian ness. The Congress, which won freedom for India, 
the Congress, which has brought India to the threshold of 
greatness, is pre-eminently the party of India’s resurgent 
nationalism. Our nationalism is based on our rich diversity 
of cultures, languages and religions. The Congress represents 
the multi-faceted splendour of India.

Today, communal, casteist and regional forces, sustained by 
external elements, are undermining our unity.

We have to be on our guard. We have to carry the message 
of nationalism and unity to all. We have to overcome 
divisive forces. Let the saga of our freedom struggle be 
our inspiration. Let thousands and thousands of Congress 
workers fan out into every village, every urban centre to 
revive the traditions of our glorious struggle for freedom in 
which, all differences were transcended. We shall persuade. 
We shall educate. We shall bind people together. But let the 
divisive forces understand quite clearly that the Congress, 
with the strength of the masses behind it, will crush with all 
its might the designs of anti-national elements. Jai Hind. v
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BIHAR
CWC decision welcomed

Patna: Welcoming the decision of the 
Congress Working Committee to reserve 
50% seats of organizational posts at 
Block, District, State and National Level 
for members of the SC, ST, OBC and 
their religious minorities. Shri Ashok 
Chaudhary, President of the Bihar Pradesh 
Congress called upon the dalits in the State 
to get united here on 17th January, 2015.

Shri Chaudhary was addressing a meeting 
of the SC/ST department said that dalits 
have 16% of the vote share in Bihar but 
since they are divided, and because of 
this the dalits are not getting the political 
advantage.

Shr i  Chaudhar y said  that  SC/ST 
communities have major contribution 
in development and the Congress alone 
realized this and gave adequate quota in 
government jobs for their progress and 
development.

CHHATTISGARH
Collector’s office ghearoed

raipur: Congress led by City Congress 

president, Shri Vikas Upadhaya, ghearoed 
the City Collector’s office here on 9 January, 
2015 for non-availability of foodgrains in 
the ration shops.

Shri Upadhaya said that the ration-card 
holders were being denied ration on one 
pretext or the other.

Shri Upadhaya said that this was because 
the BJP lost the state bodies elections and 
the mafia were controlling the ration shops 
because of which the people were facing 
hardships.

A memorandum in this regard was 
also given to the Food Collector, Smt. 
Dayamani Minj.

Black flags shown to Health 
Minister

raipur: City Congress Committee and the 
NSUI staged a massive protest rally here 

on 10th January, 2015 by showing black 
flags to the Union Health Minister, Shri 
J.P. Nadda.

The rally was led by Congress president, 
Shri Vikas Upadhaya and NSUI president, 
Shri Aakash Sharma. The Congress 
protested the participation of Shri Nadda 
in a programme and questioned as to 
where was Nadda when innocent women 

of the state died during the vasectomy 
operations. The Congress activists were 
also arrested and put in jail.

Extend purchase date
raipur: The Congress Committee 
spokesperson, Shri Dhannjay Singh said 
on 14 January that the farmers were facing 
difficulty in selling their paddy crop.

Pradesh Congress president, Shri Vikas 
Upadhaya led the party in organizing a 
dharna here so that the purchase date be 
extended further so that the farmers can 
register themselves and only then they 
will be entitled for extra bonus and the 
earmarked purchase price of Rs 2100. 

Protest Dharna
raipur: Taking up the issue of purchase 
of paddy from the farmers, the Pradesh 
Congress launched a massive protest 
dharna at Block and District headquarters 
here on 15 January, 2015.

A meeting of office bearers was held at the 
Pradesh Congress office under Pradesh 
Congress president, Shri Bhupesh Baghel 
and leader of the opposition, Shri T.S. 
Singhdev.

The meeting discussed the problems of 
the farmers as the middlemen were taking 
major profit. The issue of membership 
drive and the anti-farmer’s policies of 
the BJP government in the state was also 
discussed. It was revealed in the meeting 
that the insurance amount of Rs 1000/ 
hectare in being deliberately added to the 
loan amount of the farmers.

HARYANA
Deteriorating sanitary 

condition
gurgaon: The sanitation condition in 
the gurgaon municipal area has totally 
deteriorated and the deadly disease like 
swine flu is spreading here.  

To overcome this situation the Haryana 
Pradesh Congress, led by Pradesh 

STATESWATCH
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Spokesperson, Shri Khazan Singh held a 
meeting here on 16th January, 2015 with 
the representatives of the safai workers and 
found that they were not being paid the 
promised amount of Rs. 15,000 per month 
by the BJP government in the State. The 
other reason is that the safai workers were 
not made permanent.

Shri Khazan said that the government of 
the state should immediately give priority 
to the demands of the safai workers who 
alone can restore the sanitary condition. 
He added that the cleanliness drive started 
by the Modi government has just remained 
in papers and advertisements.

Republic Day Celebrated
rewari: The District Congress celebrated 
the 66th Republic Day here at the Moti 
Chowk on 26 January, 2015. Chief Guest 
and former minister, Capt. Ajay Singh 
Yadav hoisted the Indian Tricolor and paid 
tributes to all the freedom fighters.

While conveying his greeting to the people, 
Shri Yadavji said that I also pray that in the 
coming time, India becomes more stronger 
and prosperous in the world.

Others  present  were corporat ion 
chairperson, Shakuntala Bhadoria, Ashok 
Rai, Sanjay Malik, Omprakash, Shyamlal 
Bhadoria, Indu Murli (MC), District 
Congress president, Jawahar Sachdeva, 
Rural District president, Ch. Hira Lal, Saroj 
Bhardwaj, Vandana Popili, Rajbala, Dr. 
Sahan Singh, Ram Autar Gujar with others.

Tributes paid to Gandhji
rewari: District Congress Committee 
(Urban) paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi 
on his martyrdom day here on 30th 
January, 2015. The function was presided 
over by District Congress President, Shri 
Jawaharlal Sachdeva.

Shri Sachdeva garlanded the statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi at Gandhi Chowk, 
Model Town and recalled the role of 
Gandhiji in the freedom of India.

Others who paid tributes were Rural 
District Congress chief, Ch. Hiralal, Shri 
Naresh Sharma, Shri Harish Saini, Shir 

Madan Lal, Shri Bhimsen Makhija, Shri 
Shushant Chug, Shri Daulatram Prajapat 
with others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Membership drive

gwalior: The Outer District Congress 
Committee, under the guidance of former 
Union Minister, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia 
and led by Outer District Congress 
president, Dr. Darshan Singh will hold a 
membership drive here on 6 January, 2015.

The camp will be held in the village falling, 
in Block 9 of Ward No: 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 
and 66. ‘Chaupal’ will be held in these new 
wards and membership will be given to the 
farmers, labourers, elders, women, youth 
and general people.

Illegal Taxation
gwalior: City Congress vice president 
and media incharge, Shri Rajkumar 
Bharma has in his personal letters both 
to the Corporation chief and the Police 
Commissioner has said that the people 
were being made to pay illegal taxes to the 
BJP appointed contractors.

Shri Bharma said on 7 January, 2015 that 
the contractors appointed by the BJP and 
in collusion with the Corporation were 
collecting taxes from all incoming vehicles 
who bring food and vegetables in the city. 
With the liberty from the corporation, 
these contractors were collecting taxes 
from Rs 30 to Rs 100 per vehicle and the 
small transporters were feeling the pinch. 

Shri Bharma said that this illegal tax 
amount collected amounts to around Rs 
5 lakh per month and the corporation is 
being deprived of this money.   

Vote for Congress
gwalior :  Outer distr ict  Congress 
president, Dr. Darshan Singh has asked 
the voters in the Cantonment area to vote 
for Congress in Corporation elections.

Appealing to the people on 8 January, 
2015, Dr. Darshan Singh said since the 
BJP government of the state was not 
concerned with the problems of people 
living in cantonment area, they should 
vote for Congress.

Tributes paid to Gandhiji
Indore: The City Congress celebrated the 
martyrdom day of Mahatma Gandhi as 
the ‘Sadhbhawana Diwas’ here on 30th 
January, 2015.

Meeting was held at the statue of Gandhiji 
and human chain as in Dandi March was 
also formed in which school children 
participated. Others present to pay their 
tributes were City Congress President, 
Shri Pramod Tandon, former MP Mahila 
Congress President, Smt. Archana Jaiswal, 
Shri Vijay Kumar Mehra, Shri Saluja, 
Mehmood Qureshi while Shri Johar 
Manpur spoke about the life-history of 
Mahatma Gandhi.

The function was conducted by Shri Vijay 
Kumar Mehra and Shri P.N. Pandey gave 
vote of thanks.

MAHARASHTRA
Protest against fare hike

Mumbai: The BEST (Brihanmumbai 
Electric Supply and Transport) buses are 
one of the lifelines of Mumbai as it provides 
cheapest mode of travel for the common 
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man within the city on daily basis. The 
BEST is an undertaking of the Municipal 
Corporation and is ruled by the Shivsena-
BJP combine which ordered an exorbitant 
hike in the bus fares and burdened the 
already burdened common man.

In order to condemn the steep hike 
initiated by the ruthless administration, 
Mumbai Congress President, Professor 
Janaradhan Chandurkar (MLC) organized 
a citywide protest against BEST. Congress 

workers from all over Mumbai boarded 
BEST buses, wearing Black protest suits 
and travelled mutely in protest, from 
their respective locations to Mumbai 
Congress headquarters at Azad Maidan. 
Led by Mumbai Congress President, 
Professor Janaradhan Chandurkar. 
All assembled Congress workers then 
demonstrated in front the Municipal 
Corporation Headquarters and demanded 
immediate withdrawal of the heavy fare 
hike. Thereafter, a delegation led by 
Congress leaders met higher officials in 
the BEST administration and reiterated 
their demand through a memorandum, 
according to Mumbai Regional Congress 
General Secretary (North-East), Shri 
Rajesh Ingle here on 6th February, 2015.

PUNJAB
“SAVE PUNJAB” movement 

against drugs in Punjab: 
Warring

Mukatsar/Bhatinda: Indian Youth 
Congress will shortly launch SAVE 
PUNJAB mass movement campaign 
against the drug menace in Punjab. This 
was stated on 8th January, 2015 by S. Raja 
Warring, President, Indian Youth Congress 

and MLA Gidderbaha, on his first visit to 
his home constituency after becoming IYC 
President, Shri Mukatsar Sahib. Warring 
was given a rousing welcome by thousands 
of youth, senior leaders of Punjab Congress 
and the people of Punjab at Dabwali, 
Lambi, Gidderbaha city and Sri Mukatsar 
Sahib where he held road show after his 
elevation as the chief of Indian Youth 
Congress. Talking to the media during 
his road show Warring said that Youth 
Congress will start awareness drive among 
the people of Punjab against drugs, even 
counsel them and if needed will help them 
in admission to addiction centers. ‘SAVE 
PUNJAB’ will be taken to every corner of 
the state so that the people of Punjab are 
saved from the drug menace.

Wa r r i n g  c aut i on e d  t h e  C e nt r a l 
Government on the amendment of Land 
Acquisition bill in the Parliament and 
said that the Youth Congress will launch 
Satyagrah from 12th of this month to 30th 
of this month across the country to make 
people aware of the anti-people and anti-
farmer policies of the Modi government.

When the bill was passed in the Parliament, 
the BJP was party to it, now why they 
are going for the amendments? Youth 
Congress will gherao the Parliament if they 
go ahead with this amendment. During 
this Satyagrah, Youth Congress activists 
from all over the country will also raise the 
issues of Farmers such as diesel prices, non 
availability of Fertilizers etc.

Attacking the SAD BJP government in 
Punjab on the issue of drugs, Warring said 
that this government has failed drastically 
to curb the menace of drugs in their 8 
year rule and now they are blaming the 
central forces. This is mere eyewash and 
drama by this government. They are not 
sincere towards the betterment of people 
of Punjab. Raja also said that SAD BJP 
alliance will break soon, already both the 

parties have started the blame game on 
each other for the drug menace in Punjab. 
People of Punjab should be ready for 
midterm poll.

Warring also criticized the SAD BJP 
government for not having the students’ 
elections in the colleges and universities 
of Punjab for so long. He said that these 
elections give the politics new faces, new 
talent but due to vested interests of some 
politicians these elections are not being 
held. “We will take this matter with NSUI 
strongly and ask them to make the students 
elections happen in Punjab very soon”, 
he said.

Thanking the Congress party president 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and the Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi for reposing faith in him 
and giving him such a big responsibility he 
said that this proves that Congress is the 
only party in India where a simple person 
like me having non-political background 
can become the chief of IYC after starting 
his political career from Block level. He 
assured the high command that IYC would 
become the true soldier of the policies of 
the Congress Party in the coming times.

BJP anti-drug campaign only 
politically motivated: Bajwa

Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President, Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, on 
4th January, 2015 slammed the so called 
anti-drug campaign to be launched by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party President Shri 
Amit Shah from Amritsar later this month 
as totally politically motivated to pave the 
way for parting company with the Akali 
Dal immediately after the Delhi Assembly 
elections. 

He said it was the timing of the campaign 
that was strategic as the same coincided 
with the Assembly elections in Delhi likely 
to be held in February. The party had been 
part and parcel of the Parkash Singh Badal 
government in Punjab during All these 
years when the drug menace reached 
alarming proportions. The party never 
raised its voice, even after the name of 
the Revenue Minister Shri Bikram Singh 
Majithia cropped up initially. He said 
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it was only now when the Enforcement 
Directorate started investigation against 
Shri Majithia that the party raised the 
chorus for his resignation.

The PPCC chief said it was a strange 
alliance as the BJP continued to attack 
the Akali Dal  with its leaders issuing 
statements every day demanding the 
resignation of Shri Majithia but the party 
did not support the no-confidence motion 
moved by the Congress in the Assembly 
recently on this very issue. However, 
within no time of the motion having 
fell, the BJP raised the demand again 
but outside the Assembly. He said such a 
situation was unprecedented.

He questioned the sincerity of the BJP 
and asked as to why the BJP had been 
silent all along. He pointed out it was the 
Congress which was the first to launch the 
anti-drug campaign. He called upon Shri 
Badal to explain whether he perceived 
the campaign to be launched by the BJP 
as another conspiracy to malign the 
Punjabis. He asserted it was the Congress 
vice-president Shri Rahul Gandhi who 
was the first to raise concern about this 
serious issue.

Shri Bajwa also challenged the claims 
of the Deputy Chief Minister Shri Sukhbir 
Singh Badal about the highest number of 
arrests of the drug peddlers having been 
made by the state government as compared 
to other states. He said the police had only 
nabbed the addicts. The police had failed 
to arrest those who were involved in the 
drug trade or their patrons, political or 
otherwise. He said earlier, the Badals had 
refused to accept the fact of the alarming 
proportions the drug menace had assumed 
and now a misleading campaign had been 
launched about the maximum arrests. He 
said this was contradictory.

He made it clear that the Congress would 
continue its agitation against the drug 
barons demanding CBI inquiry and the 
dismissal of the Badal government.

Sukhbir suffers from selective 
amnesia: Bajwa

Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 

President, Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, on 
6th January, 2015 lashed out against the 
Deputy Chief Minister, Shri Sukhbir Singh 
Badal, for criticising the Congress Vice-
president, Shri Rahul Gandhi, as anti-Sikh, 
reminding him that it was the Congress 
that brought in Dr. Manmohan Singh as 
country’s first Sikh Prime Minister who 
completed record two terms.

“The problem with Shri Sukhbir Singh 
Badal is that he wants the people to believe 
in all the trash that he blurts out. Perhaps 
at times, he is not even aware himself as to 
what is he talking about. Had he been in 
his senses, he would not have made such 
a baseless and unfounded statement”, he 
said.

Shri Bajwa told Shri Badal that not only 
the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
sacrificed the office of the Prime Minister 
in favour of Dr. Manmohan Singh despite 
the fact that the MPs had favoured her 
for that office, it was during the Congress 
regime that a Sikh general took over as the 
army chief for the first time.

“Can Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal tell how 
many turbaned people are there in the 
BJP government headed by Shri Narendra 
Modi in which his party is a partner. He 
should also inform the people as to how 
many tickets were given by the BJP to the 
Sikhs, Muslims and Christians in the Lok 
Sabha election”, he added.

Shri Bajwa said it was apparent that Shri 
Sukhbir Badal suffered from Rahul Gandhi 
phobia ever since he took up the issue of 
drug menace which now threatens the 
Akali Dal-BJP government in the state. He 
was on the receiving end on this serious 
issue even from the BJP, he added. He 
called upon the Deputy Chief Minister to 
brush up his memory.

Bajwa demands One Rank 
- One Pension for Ex-

Servicemen immediately
Chandigarh: I fully support the just and 
righteous demand of this country’s ex-
servicemen for the full and immediate 
implementation of One Rank One Pension 

(OROP). Those who shed their blood 
for our freedom must get full justice in 
every way. The govt. must not delay the 
implementation of this very fair demand 
any longer. In the past I have taken up 
the cause of veterans for OROP both in 
parliament and with the govt. of the day. 
My voice was the loudest in demanding 
its full and immediate acceptance. This 
led to the Govt. of Dr. Manmohan Singh 
accepting the demand and the definition 
of OROP. In the interim budget presented 
in February 2014 an allocation of Rs 
500 crores was made for the payment of 
enhanced pensions with the then Finance 
Minister, Shri Chidambaram announcing 
that monetary constraints would not 
come in the way of rendering justice to the 
community of veterans who have defended 
the nation with their blood and sweat.

UTTAR PRADESH
Meeting of senior UP leaders

lucknow: A meeting of Senior Congress 
leaders was held on 19th January, 2015. 
The meeting was presided over by UPCC 
President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri in which 
AICC General Secretary incharge, Shri 
Madhusudan Mistri was the chief guest.

Other prominent members were senior 
member of the Congress Working 
Committee, Shri Mohsina Kidwai, Vidhan 
Mandal leader, Shri Pradeep Mathur and 
Vidhan Parishad leader, Shri Naseeb Singh 
with Shri Zubeer Khan and Shri Prakash 
Joshi were present.

Dr. Khatri said that the meeting primarily 
discussed about the questions sent by the 
Congress President which sought inter-
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action with the workers at the district 
level. Another point that was raised and 
that was that party would now come at 
the “agitation mode” as the party has 
many issues to be raised. All senior leaders 
have been given the responsibility to get 
suggestions from the district-level workers 
of the party.

Dr. Khatri added that the party would 
soon launch a big agitation against the 
Land Acquisition Ordinance by the Modi 
Government. A farmers’ mahapanchayat 
will be held at Gautambudh Nagar.

‘Kisan Mahapanchayat’ held
lucknow: AICC General Secretary 
incharge  of  Utt ar  Pradesh ,  Shr i 
Madhusudan Mistri addressed the 
‘Kisan Mahapanchayat’ which was called 
against the Land Ordinance by the Modi 
Government to forcibly acquiring the land 
of the farmers in the name of industrial 
development at very cheap rates.

The mahapanchayat was held at Mirzapur 
village in Gautambudh Nagar on 21st 
January, 2015. UPCC President, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri was also present in the 
meeting.

Dr. Khatri said that today, 20 capitalists 
are ruling 120 crore people of the country 
and are replicating the East India Company 
who ruled our country. He said the 
Congress Party will continue with its 
struggle for the interest of the farmers till 
this ordinance is taken back. 

Gandhi Memorial Padyatra
lucknow: Congressmen took out the 
“Gandhi Memorial Padyatra” on the eve 
of the martyrdom day of Mahatma Gandhi 
here on 29 January, 2015.

The rally was led by local MLA and 

Congress party spokesperson, Smt. Rita 
Bahuguna Joshi. UPCC president, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri flagged-off the rally from 
Chandernagar Gate.

Smt. Bahuguna spoke on the life of 
Gandhiji and criticized the organization 
that supports and glorifies the killers of 
Mahatma Gandhi.

Tributes paid to Gandhiji
lucknow: An all-religion prayer meeting 
was held at the UPCC Headquarters 
here on the martyrdom day of Mahatma 
Gandhi on 30 January, 2015.

The function was presided over by UPCC 
chief Dr. Nirmal Khatri who paid tributes 
to Gandhiji.

Meeting of State office-bearers 
of UPCC concludes

lucknow: The first meeting of the newly-
elected state office-bearers of the Uttar 
Pradesh Congress Committee concluded 
at the Congress headquarters here on 
11th February, 2015. The meeting was 
presided over by UPCC President, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri.

AICC General Secretary, Shri Madhusudan 
Mistri who addressed the meeting said that 
all the office-bearers should immediately 
go to their respective districts and give 
momentum to the membership drive as 
their responsibility. They should also make 

strategy for the ‘rail-roko’ programme on 
12th March and the ‘chakka-jaam’. Shri 
Mistri said that Prime Minister Modi was 
a well-versed orator and we shall see what 
will he do when the Budget comes and 
the prices shall rise high. He said that this 
government is of the capitalists which 
is working in their favour and now they 
were asking for their share by amending 
the Land Acquisition Act and for raising 
the price of urea. People are not getting the 
benefit from the low price of petroleum 
products and the government was filling 
its coffers in the name of excise duty.

Dr. Nirmal Khatri, while addressing the 
meeting, said that the responsibilities of the 
office-bearers has been divided and all the 
points of campaigning against the Centre 
and the State has been marked. He said 
that for the people of UP, Modi, Mulayam 
and Mayawati have proved anti-people 
and the time has come when we should 
strongly oppose the central government 
for not fulfilling its promises made during 
elections and the anti-farmers ordinance. 
He said that the law and order has totally 
collapsed and the safety of women was not 
there and these issues will be raised during 
the agitation.

Also present in the meeting was AICC 
Secretary, incharge, Shri Jubeer Khan, 
Legislature Party leader, Shri Pradeep 
Mathur and Legislative Council leader, 
Shri Naseeb Pathan with other office-
bearers.

Republic Day Celebrated
etah: The District Congress Committee 
celebrated the 66th Republic Day here on 
26th January, 2015.

Former UPCC General Secretary, Shri 
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Surendra Kashyap and former MLA, Shri 
Shishupal Yadav paid tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. 
Bhimrao Ambedkar, Smt. Indira Gandhi 
and Shri Rajiv Gandhiji. Their photos 
were garlanded and Shri Shishupal Yadav 
recalled how the country made progress 
and developed under these great leaders.

Others present were Shri Pradeep Paliwal, 
Shri Bhramashankar Sharma, Shri Rakesh 
Yadav, Shri Mohammad Ahmad, Dr. 
Gopaldas Yadav and Shri Fursatullah Lodi.

Increasing burden on people
lucknow : The Distr ic t  Congress 
Committee, led by newly appointed vice-
president, Shri Mehandi Hassan staged a 
protest rally here on 9th January, 2015.

The rally was taken out in protest against 
the raising of prices of edible oils and 
refined oils by the Modi Government. Shri 
Hassan said that Shri Modi had assured the 
people before the Lok Sabha election that 
the price-rise would be controlled.

Shri Hassan said that despite the reduction 
of price of crude in international market, 
the price of diesel in India has not come 
down equally which is the main cause of 
increase in price of commodities. 

Shri Hassan said that instead of reducing 
the price on food commodities, the people 
are being burdened more.

Republic Day celebrated
nanpara: The Mahila district Congress, 
like every year, celebrated the Republic 
Day by hoisting the Indian Tricolor here 
in Bahairich district on 26th January, 2015.

The f lag hoisting was done by the 
District Mahila Congress president, Smt. 

Mehrulnisha and all Congress persons, 
with the Indian flag in their hands, 
marched to the Goyal crossing where the 
shaheed memorial is situated and paid 
tributes to the freedom fighters.

On the occasion, all the Mahila Congress 
workers resolved to make Narpara into a 
district until then they will continue their 
struggle.

Workers’ Meeting held
Unnao: The workers’ meeting of the City 
Congress Committee was held here on 
28th January, 2015.

The meeting was held to get  the 
introduction of the party workers and to 
find ways and means to once again make 
the Congress strong.

A good suggestion came from City 
Congress President, Shri Amit Shukla. 
Former MP, Smt. Annu Tandon also was 
present in the meeting.

Shri Shukla said that all the old and earlier 
Congresspersons should be involved with 
the Congress in all the Wards and they 
should be honoured and their experience 
may be used in making the party strong.

Smt. Tandon said that if the City Congress 
becomes strong, the message will go all 
over the district and thus the experience 
of the elders was necessary to make the 
part strong. The youth should also be 
encouraged and involved in party affairs 
to hear and resolve the problems of the 
people.

Congress spokesperson, Shri Ajay Srivastav 
said if the organization becomes strong, it 
will give strength to the person, therefore 
all efforts should be made to make the 
party strong. v
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Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Kasturba Gandhi
Death Anniversary

22nd February

Chandra Shekhar 
Azad
Death Anniversary
27th February

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
Death Anniversary

28th February

Dr. Zakir Hussain
Birth Anniversary

8th February

Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale
Death Anniversary
19th February

Smt. Kamala Nehru
Death Anniversary
28th February

(1869-1944)

(1906-1931)

(1884-1963)

(1897-1969)

(1866-1915)

(1899-1936)
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A rePOrT

The All India Mahila Congress was engaged in 
intensive election campaign in Delhi Assembly 
Elections during January 2015. Office Bearers 

of Delhi PMC were appointed as incharges on different 
Vidhan Sabha seats by the All India Mahila Congress, who 
were monitoring and supervising the election campaign 
throughout Delhi. Since Delhi is a place where a large 
number of population consists of people from outside Delhi 
who are now settled here, teams from different States like 
Bihar, Uttrakhand, Punjab, Gujarat etc. have also joined the 
campaign and going door-to-door, propagating the work 
of previous Congress Government in Delhi, seeking their 
votes for the Party candidates. 

Smt. Shobha Oza, President, AIMC addressed election 
meetings in almost all the Vidhan Sabhas and participated in 
rallies addressed by our National leaders. She also addressed 
a number of meeting in Madhya 
Pradesh where Municipal Corporation 
Elections were held recently. 

All India Mahila Congress office 
bearers such as Smt. Monica Dias, Smt. 
Charulata Tokas, Smt. Perpreet Brar, 
Smt. Pratima Singh, Ms. Netta D’ Souza 
visited the States under their charge to 
hold organizational meetings at district 
and block levels. 

Smt. Rekhaben Shah, president, 
Mahisagar district in Gujarat, organized 
a huge meeting at Balasinore Taluka 
which was attended by more than 1000 
Mahila Congress workers from each 
Taluka of the district and about 250 

mAhILA COngREss

men. The meeting was addressed by Dr. Shobhna Shah, 
incharge Gujarat PMC, MLA of Balasinore and Mahisagar 
Assembly seats and almost all local leaders. The meeting 
was a great success. 

Since Gujarat Government has reserved 50% seats for women 
in local governance, Smt. Sonalben Patel, president Gujarat 
PMC has launched a programme in which district president 
and state office bearers of Mahila Congress are directed to 
identify three women from different categories viz General, 
OBC and SC/ST/Minority-on each seat of three-tier system 
of local governance. The process has already started. In this 
connection, the meetings in different districts of Central, 
North and South Gujarat have already been convened by 
Smt. Sonalben Patel and Dr. Shobhna Shah. 

(shobha Oza)
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COnfUsIng sTATeMenT
spokesperson shri Anand sharma: He said there are certain 
issues that have come up and the Congress party asks some 
questions. There should be no doubt that when it comes to 
terrorism, the Congress has always been in the forefront to 
fight terrorism to defeat terrorism and we have been very clear. 
There is infrastructure of terror and organizations operating 
from the territory of Pakistan which has to be dismantled. 
This has been our consistent position whether in power or out 
of power. There is no dilution of that position and the country 
has to speak in one voice but at the same time it is incumbent 
upon the government and government agencies to speak in 
one voice.   Government agencies have spoken in different 
voices and more important if we you look at the statement 
of Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar day before yesterday 
and the Home Minister yesterday, there is contradiction in the 
statement. So the government should place the facts before 
the country and the Home Minister and the Defence Minister 
should consult each other before making statement which 
creates confusion. When it comes to the BJP President - that 
coming from the President of a ruling party is highly churlish, 
irresponsible. The Congress party has a very proud history 
of serving the nation and defending its integrity, its security 
right from the freedom struggle until now. We do not need 
any certificate about our patriotism, about our commitment 
to India, its people and its security from the BJP President. It 
should be made absolutely clear. They should not arrogate to 
themselves the right to give the certificate who is patriotic and 
who is not and also to treat the majority religion in the similar 
manner by claiming to be the sole agents and representatives 
of a religion and culture. These are unacceptable and highly 
objectionable. Wednesday, 7th January, 2015.

seeKIng releAse Of A COnVICT
spokesperson: shri Abhishek singhvi: He said it is 
astonishing that a constitutionally elected, democratically 
elected government of a state as vital as Punjab has officially 
sought the release of convicted terrorists  convicted in the 
assassination of a constitutional post holder no less than the 
CM himself Mr. Beant Singh. Mr. Badal has officially written 
to several states - you know the name of states - Rajasthan, 
West Bengal,. Karnataka, Gujarat and so on and so forth 
and Delhi also seeking the release of 13 convicted terrorists 
in the assassination of Beant Singh - please remember the 
word convicted. They include such feared Babbar Khalsa 
international militants. I am giving only few names  like 

Paramjit Singh Bheora, Jagtar Singh Hawara, Gurmeet Singh 
Fauji, Daya Singh Lahoria. These are feared globally fearsome 
names  some are in Rajasthan, some are in Tihar Jail, some 
of them are in West Bengal and on the one hand this Punjab 
government’s ruling party is the oldest ally or one of the 
oldest allies of the central government in power. On the other 
hand Mr. Modi and his entire BJP team talk about national 
sovereignty, national security pride of India. It is quite 
amazing that we have heard no denunciation. We have heard 
no condemnation in the strongest most rigorous possible 
words. What is more - how can the central government afford 
to keep a coalition with a party which is virtually encouraging 
assassination of a constitutional post holder like a former 
Chief Minister? How can the ruling BJP’s central government 
permit cabinet posts to be held by a party in the centre which 
being its oldest ally is nevertheless asking for the release of 
convicted terrorists and how is it possible that on the one hand 
we condemn Pakistan, on one hand such strong terms are 
used by the BJP and on the other hand Mr. Jagtar Singh alias 
Tara who is also convicted of Mr. Beant Singh’s assassination - 
I repeat convicted not charged - digs a tunnel and is found and 
apprehended in Thailand. He also will form part by analogy 
and by implication because he is also convicted terrorist 
although he is not in jail and so on the one hand that person 
Tara is nabbed from the house of a Pakistani national Ali Alat 
and it is very clear that it is at the behest of Pakistan agency 
like the ISI that Tara escaped. Now the BJP must come out 
and the nation wants to know, the nation is entitled to known 
(a) has it unequivocally in the strongest possible terms its 
most loquacious and articulate Prime Minister condemned 
Mr. Badal who has officially written to 10 states for release 
of these 13 militants (b) will Mr. Modi and the BJP and will 
Mr. Amit Shah disassociate with this ally in Punjab forthwith 
(c) will they disassociate with this ally in the central cabinet 
forthwith and (d) is the party in power in Punjab sadly - I 
repeat sadly - but intended doing it at the behest of Babbar 
Khalsa because these are Babbar Khalsa militants.  So, I think 
it is a very serious issue and we in a democratic country which 
is proud of its liberal ethos are very concerned and how the 
democracy can be misused.

sTrIKe In THe COAl seCTOr
There is another issue which we want to touch upon  I think 
the government owes an immediate explanation when more 
than 5 lakh workers in this country in the coal sector are on 
strike. The government wants to wish it away; the government 
wants you and us to ignore it. 5 lakh workers is the single 
biggest strike in India in the last 35 years since 1977 and let 
me tell you the strike includes a strike not only by all workers 
affiliated to INTUC, to AITUC, to CITU, to HMS but also 
to BMS  the Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh which is affiliated with 
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the BJP. The BJP deserves to answer the country whether it is 
going to seek votes from the corporates or will it seek votes 
from the BMS in the next state or central elections. Why 
are they on strike? They are on strike because of something 
which is being slipped in among other things again by 
stealth - this government legislates by stealth, it makes policy 
surreptitiously. In the ordinance of course, everything in this 
country is run by ordinance these days. We seem to have no 
parliament, we seem to have no patience, we seem to have 
no budget session. Now this ordinance on the coal issue 
amends one of the most vulnerable old Acts of India - Coal 
Mines Nationalization Act of 1973. In case you had forgotten 
- from 1973 and before this in this country you cannot have 
private access to coal. Then liberalization was done - you 
have captive industry - then you can do private mining. So 
the small limited change was made. Now in this ordinance 
and I quote for you “Government and private companies 
may carry on coal mining operations in India in any form 
either for own consumption, sale or for any other purpose in 
accordance with the prospecting licence or mining lease as 
the case maybe”. So the new ordinance further changes the 
nationalization act of 1973 to permit private mining inter-
alia for any purpose not limited to captive industrial use only 
which is why it is only a matter of time before most of our coal 
sector is going to be privatized and that too by stealth and that 
too by ordinance and this is the reason why 5 lakh workers 
in this country headed and led government want to wish it 
away. The issues which I have raised today require urgent 
immediate accountability answer; the nation wants to know 
and it wants to know yesterday. Wednesday, 7th January, 2015.

BleedIng MgnregA
spokesperson: smt. shobha Oza: She said today slammed 
the government for systematically diluting NREGA and 
adversely affecting the lives of crores dependent on the 
scheme for their livelihood. Charging the government with 
deliberately creating circumstances that are leading to low 
rural wages and farm distress, Smt. Oza wondered if the BJP 
and Shri Modi, elected on the slogan of “Sabka saath Sabka 
vikas” was in reality practicing “Abki Baar-Gharib ke pet par 
Vaar”. Smt. Oza said.

Taking the former Union Rural Development Minister Nitin 
Gadkari head-on for withholding MNREGA payments worth 
more than Rs. 10,000 crores to states, Smt. Oza said wondered 
if the bureaucracy had started working at the whims and 
fancies of the Mr. Gadkari in disbursal of funds to the states.

Quoting a Rural Development Ministry report, Smt. Oza said 
that the Shri Nitin Gadkari has created the impression through 
loose press statements that MGNREGA, which provides 
livelihood to crores of people, might be ‘discontinued’ across 
the country.

Smt. Oza questioned the intent of the Modi Government 
and sought an explanation as to why the dismemberment of 
funds delayed by several months which has left crores of poor 
people throughout the country completely helpless.

Smt. Oza also highlighted that under the Modi Government 
the number of households benefitted from the MNREGA 
scheme has been reduced to 1/3rd.

The current average daily wage rate for rural India has been 
marked at a record low in last 10 years. According to labour 
bureau data, in November 2014 it grew by a meagre 3.8% as 
compared to 15% same month the previous year.  In 2011, 
growth rates were higher than 20%.

Bleeding Mahatma Gandhi NREGA and in turn crores of 
people dependent on it for livelihood

Compared to last financial year, under the Modi Government, 
there has been  45 per cent reduction in MNREGA 
funds released by the Centre to states-the sharpest since the 
inception of the scheme.

In the current financial year, the Central government 
only released Rs.13,618 crore to states, against Rs 24,676 crore 
in the same period last year. Friday, 9th January, 2015.

self PrOfessed HYPe
spokesperson: shri randeep singh surjewala: He said while 
the whole nation celebrates Swami Vikvekanand’s 152nd birth 
anniversary, we heard day before yesterday in Delhi in a public 
rally and yesterday in Gujarat Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi Ji’s self-professed fetish for hyping up things. 
In last seven months of government, Shri Narendra Modi and 
BJP government have steadfastly followed a NAMO Policy  No 
Action, Melodrama only. In last seven months, India has seen 
indeed seen a lot of hype as Prime Minister says but almost 
always Prime Minister and BJP government have come to be 
known for a complete mis-match between hype and action 
on the ground. Prime Minster raised yesterday like on earlier 
occasions, a great hype about investment and investment 
climate without any meaningful translation on the ground 
that people of India including manufacturers, job seekers and 
consumers are waiting to see on ground for the last seven 
months. We have heard lot of hype about ‘Make in India’ 
without either the commensurate policy initiatives or ground 
level concrete measures making the entire campaign as a mere 
acronym for bringing money by various financial institutional 
investors while actual manufacturing has actually gone down. 
Monday, 12th January, 2015.

COUrse COrreCTIOn BY BJP
spokesperson: shri Anand sharma: He said I am meeting 
the media people from the AICC podium for the first time in 
the New Year 2015, though I met many of you over a lunch 

Press BrIefIngs



Congress sandesh | 42 |  February 2015

last Sunday, best wishes to you and your families.

Shri Anand Sharma said we are happy there is a course 
correction by the BJP and Narendra Modi Ji who had 
vehemently opposed the strategic engagement with the USA 
since the visit of the then Dr. Manmohan Singh in July 2005 
when two understandings were reached and an agreement on 
Defence co-operation and on Nuclear co-operation which 
finally led to, after negotiations, an agreement in 2008. The 
government was taken to the brink as I have mentioned, 
the vote was forced and the government was sought to be 
unseated. Finally there was a victory of the UPA-I and it 
was also an endorsement of the steps that we had taken to 
consolidate a strategic partnership between two largest 
democracies of the world. Subsequently India was accepted in 
the nuclear mainstream of the world when the doors of NSG 
and AIAEA were opened and the agreement was endorsed by 
the international community and the Member countries of 
the NSG. For the operationlization of this agreement which 
is very important from the energy security point of view, the 
Indian Parliament had passed the Nuclear Liability Act in 
August 2010. Now this law reflects the consensus since the 
then government had consulted all political parties including 
and in particular the then principal opposition party which 
had opposed earlier the agreement and which also had strong 
reservations with regard to the many clauses of liability 
particularly the supplier’s liability and the changes as such 
for the amendments both in 17A and 17B clauses and 46 on 
the insistence of then opposition and the leader of the then 
opposition presently Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley. 
Friday, 23rd January, 2015.

sACrIlegIOUs InsUlT
spokesperson: shri randeep singh surjewala: He said 
the advertisement issued by Shri Narendra Modi led BJP’s 
national government from which the two fundamental words 
of the preamble of the Constitution i.e. ‘Secularism’ and 
‘Socialism’ were deleted, reflects an affront to the constitution 
and sacrilegious insult to its ethos. These very are the two 
words on which right from the inception of the BJP till today, 
its integrity, intent and intention has always been doubtful in 

the mind of the people of India. It is our belief that deletion 
of these two words did not happen on account of a mistake in 
an artistic impression as is being said in hindsight or that the 
advertisement reflected the original preamble both argument 
go anyway contradictory to each other or the third explanation 
coming from PIB Chief which said that the Press Information 
Bureau of the Government of India has not received the 
wordings of the amendment from 1976 to 2015 i.e. till today. 
He said the amendment was not available post 1976. PIB 
Chief is quoted to say. So three different explanations by the 
I&B MOS, the PIB chief and the government’s spokesman 
which are anyway contradictory to each further raise doubt 
as to the overt and covert agenda  of testing waters on a day as 
pious as 26th January by the BJP government.

Indian National Congress, as also every citizen of the country, 
which has faith in the principle ethos of our Constitution as a 
governing framework for India of the past, present and future 
and on behalf of every such citizen of India, we demand 
an immediate apology from the government of India on 
the issue. We also call upon the Prime Minister of India to 
clarify his stand on the his definition and understanding of 
the words ‘Secularism’ and ‘Socialism’ as also the path that 
has government proposes to take on these two important 
fundamentals ingrained in the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution.   

TrIBUTes TO COl. rAI
Shri Surjewala further said Indian National Congress salutes 
the valor and sacrifice of Col. M.N. Rai and our soldiers who 
bravely defended the attack by Pak exported terrorists by 
making the supreme sacrifice. In the year 2014 alone there 
have been close to 250 such incidents in J&K alone whether 
on International Border or along the Line of Control where, 
as per information available to me, over 40 Indian soldiers 
of various ranks have laid down their lives besides extensive 
damage to the life and property of civilians. Wednesday, 28th 
January, 2015.
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