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The NDA has got a boon from heaven with the prices of petroleum having dipped by almost 50% 
since NDA came to power. India has saved US $ 25 billion in foreign exchange towards the purchase 
of petroleum products for which there is no contribution of the government, since it is a result of 

international pricing. This amount is more than US $ 15 billion that India has got as foreign investment 
during the same period. Two facts are glaring. One, that the party which formed the government was 
used to taking to streets in protest every time petroleum prices increased by asking the UPA to absorb the 
increase in taxes. They have neither passed on the extent of the decrease in prices to the common man 
nor stuck to their professed policy as the price difference has been absorbed by increasing excise, to show 
a lower deficit. Secondly despite the lower out flow and the receipt of foreign exchange as investment the 
price of the US $ has been consistently on the rise. Our foreign exchange reserves are down by 1.5 Billion 
US$. Obviously there is a lack of control which is not in the interest of the nation’s economy.

The leaders of BJP have taken a U Turn on the subject of Black Money. Of course this is not unusual for the 
BJP leadership which is used to spreading canards for electoral gains The BJP which led a Government for 
six and a half years is well aware of the limitations of the double taxation and other international treaties 
which the government has signed from time to time. But it chose to spread venom by implying that UPA 
was protecting the interest of the defaulters who are maintaining accounts in other countries. Even the 
accounts which are disclosed to the SIT of supreme court are those which the UPA had procured during 
its tenure, The BJP has nothing to say about what is it that they have done to fulfill their commitments and 
that of its favorite Baba to bring back Thousands of crores in 100 days from the day they would come to 
power. The Prime Minister while contesting the elections even committed that there would be Rs 15 lacs 
transferred to the account of each person in the country. It is therefore that lots of people opened bank 
accounts under the much touted ‘Jan Dhan Yojna’. They are now awaiting, expectantly, loans of Rupees 
five lacs and the Rupees 15 lacs promised by the BJP leadership. The lessons to be learnt are that in this 
age of information technology, words come haunting back and the BJP leaders should exercise restraint 
while choosing to tell lies.

We remember Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar on his 58th death anniversary which falls on 6th December. He was 
the Chairman of the committee which drafted the Indian Constitution, which is a document par excellence 
unequalled anywhere in the world.

We also remember Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on his 64th Death anniversary which falls on 15th December. 
He was a doyen of the freedom movement and known for his strong will. 

The Foundation Day of the Congress falls on 28th December. It was founded on 28th December, 1885 by 
the initiative of Sh. A.O.Hume and Sh. W.C.Bonnerjee became its First President. The movement begun 
that day 129 years ago became one of the most well known movement of its kind in the world. It led the 
masses for Independence of India which was finally achieved under its leadership on 15th August 1947. 
Amongst its ranks were the most important and historic personalities which have left an indelible mark 
on the foundation of India. The Congress provided progress and stability to the nascent nation and today 
India is counted with its head held high in the comity of nations.

The barbaric murder of innocent children by the acts of terrorists at Peshawar is a heinous crime unparalleled 
in history of the civilized world. It is difficult to find words to condemn this senseless and inhuman massacre 
of hapless children whose life was snuffed out within minutes. Our heart goes out to their parents and we 
stand united in the war against terrorism with our neighbours.

The birth anniversary of the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi falls on 9th December. When we think 
of Smt Sonia Gandhi we envisage a personality of a selfless individual who has spent her years in politics for 
the upliftment of women, poor and the downtrodden. Picking up from the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi 
and practiced by her predecessors in the family, Pt. Nehru, Indira ji and Rajiv ji she made the poorest of 
the poor her target for development. She took the reins of the party when there was a growing disconnect 
and led the party to regain its glory. The Congress ruled from 2004 to 2014 .We wish her many more years 
in the service of the nation.  v
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Old habits die hard and the BJP which has always had a twin faced policy has 

started exhibiting this trend of their true intentions much faster this time than 

ever before. Even as the Prime Minister eulogizes the agenda for development 

and good governance the fringe elements in the party, which this time are large 

in numbers have started raising their heads and showing their true colors of 

perpetuating communal disharmony.

It is all very well to offer an apology after spitting venom since the damage has 

already been done and the objective of the speaker achieved. The Sadhvi from 

UP, who is a cabinet minister, who as per the Prime Minister is not used to the 

customs of the parliamentary language is an example. After the much touted 

apology in Parliament, during her speech at a function in Delhi she said that 

‘samajhdar ko ishara hi kaafi hai’( a nod to the wise). Meaning thereby that 

she had no regrets for her earlier speech. Whatever she said she stands by and 

expected that the audience understood her true feelings. Whether the various 

ministers, MP’s and party leaders who are spreading venom through vituperous 

language all across the country are a part of a grand design is anyone’s guess. 

The choice of who should be a minister is the prerogative of the Prime Minister 

and if he chooses those who are not even familiar with civility of language 

then it is a reflection on his choice. But to choose a portfolio which entails 

dealing with multi-national entities in a field which is becoming more relevant 

by the day probably reflects on the fact the government is not serious when 

it talks of development.
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Bandipora (J&K): Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
started her campaign for the upcoming assembly polls in Jammu 
and Kashmir and addressed a mammoth election rally on 21st 
November, 2014 at Bandipora in the state.  She accused the BJP of 
playing politics over providing relief to flood victims of Jammu and 
Kashmir and also said the ruling party at the Centre promised the 
sky but did not follow it up with action.

Striking an emotional chord with the people in the state, the 
Congress President said, “The Congress has a century-long 
relationship with Kashmir. This relationship brings me to Kashmir 
time and again.”

Smt. Sonia Gandhi continued by saying that the polls are taking 
place at a time when people of Kashmir are yet to come to terms 
with the devastation caused by floods. “Elections are taking place 
at a time when you have faced a natural disaster (floods). It does 
not feel good to talk politics (but) the relief and rehabilitation work 
is going on a very slow pace,” said the Congress president adding 
that the pace of relief and rehabilitation was very slow after the 
recent floods in the state because the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government at the Centre made promises that it did not fulfil.

“Today, when there is a BJP government in the Centre, it seems 
like they do not care about your problems. They did not even 
provide the entire relief money that the state government asked for. 
BJP leaders came, made big promises, but you all know what the 
reality is at the ground level,” Smt. Sonia said”. “Why is the relief 
work happening so slowly? Central government of BJP seems to 
have nothing to do with your worries,” asserted Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and said in contrast, “We promised regional councils for Jammu, 
Kashmir and the Chenab Valley, and made them”.

“The Congress party has always focussed on tourism and trade 
in the Valley. This time, if Congress comes to power, we promise 
to build new airstrips to facilitate tourism. We will also make two 
regional councils for Jammu and Kashmir. We will make two 
development councils for PirPanjal Valley and Chenab Valley,” 
she added.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi recalled that the erstwhile UPA government 
went all out to provide succour to the victims of the 2005 earthquake 
that affected vast areas along the Line of Control, particularly Uri 
sector of Baramulla district. “What has happened now when there is 
a BJP government (at the Centre)? It seems they are not interested. 

Jammu and Kashmir

SmT. SOnIA GAnDhI SLAmS 
BJP fOR nOT fuLfILLInG 
ThE PROmISES

AssemBly elections

BJP leaders came and promised the sky but did not give anything. 
Even what the state (government) asked was not given,” she said.

The Congress leader also lauded the role played by the volunteers 
in providing succour to the flood-hit saying, “they did whatever 
was possible”. Recollecting the steps taken by the erstwhile UPA 
government at the Centre for Jammu and Kashmir, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said Wullar beautification project was sanctioned in 2011 
and a new air strip and two regional councils were promised. 
“Congress has done lot of work for the people of the state. The views 
of Congress for development of Jammu and Kashmir are very clear. 
Don’t show dreams which are not possible on the ground,” she said. 
She said to keep communal forces at bay the Congress formed a 
coalition government in Jammu and Kashmir. She accepted that 
despite being a ruling alliance partner, the Congress was not able 
to do as much as it wanted for the people of the state.

The Congress President also reminded the people of the 
development measures taken by former Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad. “Under Ghulam Nabi Azad, we 
gave you a strong and sensitive government. Law and order was 
improved, railways were improved and water and power were 
provided to far flung areas,” she explained.

Accompanied by senior Congress leaders Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad 
and Smt. Ambika Soni, Smt. Sonia Gandhi appealed to people to 
vote for the Congress candidates during the Assembly Elections.

Bandipora Assembly constituency votes on November 25 in the 
first phase of the five-phase Jammu and Kashmir state Assembly 
Elections. v
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AssemBly elections

Anantnag: Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi 
struck an emotional 
chord with the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
by praising their spirit 
in taking part in the 
election process with 
enthusiasm at a time 
when the state was badly affected by the recent floods. “It is at this point of pain 
and hardship, the state of Jammu and Kashmir is facing an election. Despite 
all these adverse conditions, you took part in the ongoing democratic process 
of assembly elections with enthusiasm.  I salute you for this spirit shown by 
you”, said the Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi in Anantnag election 
rally on 10th December, 2014.

Targeting the Modi government at the Centre, Sonia Gandhi lamented, “It is 
natural that we face difficulties at times. But we get some relief and solace if 
proper help and support are made available in time. Though I do not want to 
score any political point when the state is affected by severe natural calamity, I 
want to ask why the relief works are going at snail’s pace.  When Ghulam Nabi 
Azad was Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, the state had witnessed an 
earth quake; the relief work was faster than what is being done after floods. We 
had extended all possible financial and other assistance then. But now, why is 
the relief work after floods slow?” and continued, “The attitude of the Centre 
government shows that they are not at all bothered about the people of this state 
and the hardship faced by the flood victims. The Centre also did not release 
the financial assistance demanded by the state government”.

“Congress party always concerned about the issues of the people and all our 
policies have been aimed at solving such problems.  We have promised you to 
take adequate steps to boost the tourism sector in this state, which will also 
help generate jobs for the youth. We also will provide adequate help to promote 
Self Help Groups here so that our women can be self reliant.  We also plan to 
implement pension scheme for widows and old-aged. We also will form regional 
councils here.  We also will ensure that food security law is implemented here 
properly so that the poor people here would be able to avail rice and grains at 
cheaper prices. We also will give focus in employment generation” said Sonia 
Gandhi referring to her parties election manifesto.

Once again taking a dig at Modi, the Congress President said, “Our vision for 
progress of Jammu and Kashmir is very transparent and pure. Development 
will not happen all of a sudden. It takes time. It can never happen suddenly 
in 6 months. False promises cannot bring development. It is easy to showcase 
dreams, but it is not an easy task to make positive changes in a society or state 
and to take it forward without any discrimination. The Congress party actually 
worked for the development of everyone without any kind of bias and keeping 
the ground realities in mind”.

While concluding her address Sonia Gandhi urged all to to support Congress 
party in the ongoing assembly polls in the state, “to protect the secular fabric 
and to maintain the rich and precious cultural heritage of Jammu and Kashmir”.

The fourth and fifth phase of the Assembly elections will take place on 
December 14 and December 20 respectively. The result of the polling will be 
announced on December 23. v

Sonia Gandhi in Anantnag 

TARGETS mODI 
GOvERnmEnT

132 ChILDREn mASSACRED In 
ATTACK On SChOOL
T h e  k i l l i n g  o f 
hapless and innocent 
children by an act of 
barbaric terrorists 
i s  t h e  d e a d l i e s t 
slaughter in Pakistan 
in years.  Taliban 
gunmen attacked a 
military-run school 
on 16th December 
2014 and killed more than 141 people — almost all of 
them students — before government troops ended the 
siege. The massacre of innocent children at a tender 
age in such a horrendous way horrified a country 
already weary of unending terrorism and sent shock 
waves throughout the world. Followed just a day after 
the siege in Australia the world is aghast at the audacity 
of the terrorists who give no value to human lives. It 
goes on to show that Taliban are heartless merciless 
and also humanity less. Their only aim is to terrorize 
people. Nothing could be achieved by attacking and 
killing tender children whose lives were snuffed out 
in minutes and who had a future and the aspirations 
of their parents while they were sitting in their classes 
for learning at school. The entire world community is 
horrified by this cowardly and dastardly act and aghast 
at the growing daring and callousness’ of the extremist 
and fringe elements.

c o n g r e s s  P r e s i d e n t ’s 
s t at e m e n t  o n  b a r b a r i c 
Peshawar tragedy

Congress President,  Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi has strongly 
condemned the dastardly 
killing of innocent School 
Children by terrorists in Peshawar, Pakistan. This 
barbaric act has caused universal outrage and painfully 
underscores the threat posed by organized terrorist 
groups to humankind.

Smt. Gandhi has conveyed heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved families and exhorted the Government 
and authorities there to remain firm in their resolve to 
ensure full accountability and punish the perpetrators 
of this inhuman tragedy.

In another condolence message Congress Vice 
President Rahul Gandhi said “Deeply shocked at the 
barbaric killing of school children by terrorists in 
Peshawar,  Pakistan.  My thoughts and prayers are 
with the families of victims of this enormous tragedy. 
We stand united with the people of Pakistan in their 
resolve to fight the menace of terrorism and condemn 
the use of violence under any circumstances”. v



Congress sandesh | 8 |  deCember 2014

On the last day of campaigning for the 
first phase of elections in Jharkhand, 

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 
23rd November, 2014 lashed out at the BJP 
for ‘not utilising’ the funds for the State 
allocated by the previous UPA government. 
Smt. Gandhi promised to set things right 
and bring development if voted to power.

Electioneering for the first phase of polls 
came to an end on 23rd November, 2014 
in Jharkhand where polling to decide 
the fate of 199 candidates in 13 assembly 
segments in the first phase will take place 
on November 25.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi appealed to the Maoists 
to lay down the arms. “The politics of 
violence can take you and the state 
nowhere. I appeal to the people who have 
deviated from the right path, to come to the 
mainstream. They should also contribute 
to the development of the state,” she said.

Smt. Gandhi addressed one political rally 
each in Palamu and Gumla districts. 
Congress is contesting the polls in alliance 
with RJD and JD(U). It has fielded seven 
candidates for 13 assembly segments in 
the first phase.

She said BJP has ruled Jharkhand for most 
of the time since it separated from Bihar, 
and urged people to ask BJP leaders what 
their governments did for Jharkhand. She 
said, UPA government had allotted large 
amount of funds to BJP-led governments in 
Jharkhand but the state government failed 
to utilize them well for development.”

“You will be surprised to know that the 
funds allocated by the previous UPA 
government for development of Jharkhand 
were not utilised by successive governments 
here,” Smt. Gandhi said, while addressing 

Sonia Gandhi in Jharkhand 

SOnIA GAnDhI BLAmES BJP fOR 
mAOISTS’ GROwTh In JhARKhAnD 
PROmISES DEvELOPmEnT In JhARKhAnD

public rallies at Gumla and Daltonganj.

She also slammed the NDA government at 
the Centre for ‘repackaging’ several welfare 
schemes initiated by the previous UPA 
government.

“Jharkhand has 40 per cent of the country’s 
minerals but still lagging behind in 
development. They [BJP] have no policies 
of their own…they are just repackaging our 
policies and announcing them as their own. 
You should not be fooled by false promises 
made by BJP,” said the Congress president.

She also ridiculed Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s remarks during his campaign rallies.

“The Prime Minister was here two days 
back. He spoke big things and asked for 
your support but you must ask him what 
the people of Jharkhand got by supporting 
the BJP when they ruled the State for nine 
years out of 14. You only had to face more 
problems.”

Smt. Gandhi also asked the BJP why they 
didn’t pay any attention to lakhs of people 
suffering from malnutrition even where 

they were in power like Gujarat.

Shri Modi, expressing concern over poor 
tribal people of Jharkhand suffering from 
sickle cell anaemia, had requested scientists 
from Japan for research on developing a 
medicine for this.

“Today they talk about malnutrition but 
why don’t they pay attention to lakhs of 
people who are suffering from the same 
in BJP-led States. Even people in Gujarat 
suffer… why don’t they pay attention to 
that,” Smt. Gandhi asked.

She also charged the BJP with encouraging 
communal elements and developing 
hatred within society. “Only the Congress 
took everyone along and the party would 
continue to work for the development of 
Jharkhand.”

She attacked Narendra Modi on his 
ambitious ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana’ also. “The UPA government opened 
33 crore bank accounts, but we believe in 
working for the poor and not in false and 
exaggerated marketing,” she said. v

AssemBly elections
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Rahul Gandhi’s Jammu & Kashmir visit

‘OmAR GOvERnmEnT InEffICIEnT’

lolab: Congress Vice-President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi on 25th November, 2014 
alleged that due to some deficiencies 
and lackadaisical approach, the coalition 
government led by Omar Abdullah couldn’t 
deliver its best and development received a 
setback in Jammu & Kashmir.
“In the tenure of Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad as 
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir there 
was speedy and equitable development of all 
the three regions of the state. But during the 
NC-led coalition government, what we had 
expected to do in six years couldn’t happen 
because of the laziness of the government,” 
Shri Rahul said at a rally in Lolab, Kupwara.
“I am personally sad that Food Security Bill 
and several other UPA programmes were 
not implemented by our coalition partner,” 
he added. Congress brought Food Security 
Bill in the state to ensure food for all but 
due to lethargic approach of our coalition 
partner National Conference, it could not 
be implemented in the state though all other 
states of the country fully implemented it,” 
Shri Rahul Gandhi lamented.
He urged people to vote Congress to 
majority so that all these programmes are 
fully implemented in the state.Highlighting 
the steps taken by UPA government for 
development of Jammu and Kashmir, Rahul 
said it was Congress which constructed 11 
km long Banihal-Pirpanchal tunnel, railway 
line, Mughal Road to connect Rajouri and 
Poonch with Kashmir with a cost of Rs 
650 crores, allotted 9 thousand crores for 
four-laneing of Jammu-Srinagar highway, 
and 9 thousand crores were sanctioned for 
Z-Morh-Zojilla tunnel. 
“We brought Udaan, Himayat, Umeed, 
MGNREGA in the state,” he said.

modi govt. being run by big 
industrialists: Rahul Gandhi in 
Kashmir
Poonch:  In a sharp attack on the Modi 
government, Congress vice president Rahul 
Gandhi  on 25th November 2014 alleged 
it was being run by big industrialists and 
said a Rs 6,000 crore loan was facilitated to 
the Adani Group for a project in Australia 
but the promise of Rs 1,000-crore aid for 
flood-hit Jammu and Kashmir remained 
unfulfilled.
“It is unfortunate that while the Rs 
1,000-crore aid promised by the Prime 
Minister for the flood-affected people of 
Jammu and Kashmir has not been released, 
State Bank of India is giving Rs 6,000 crore 
to Adani, an industrialist,” Congress Vice 
President ShriRahul Gandhi told a public 
rally in Poonch
“When he (Modi) went to Australia, an 
industrialist, Adani Sahib, accompanied 
him and the State Bank is now giving him 
Rs 6,000 crore (loan),” he said.
“BJP and the NDA government cause rifts 
between the people. They spread anger, 
make big promises and get power. These 
BJP leaders sit behind the security wall, and 
when the people experience violence they 
don’t get affected,” he said.
Claiming that only Congress can bring 
‘Achey Din’ (good 
times) to the state 
o f  J a m m u  a n d 
K a s h m i r ,  R a h u l 
Gandhi slammed BJP 
Government in New 
Delhi for its ‘failure’ 
to provide relief to 
flood victims in the 

state. “The central government has failed 
in providing relief to the flood victims of 
Jammu and Kashmir as the relief package 
announced by Prime Minister is nowhere 
in sight,” Rahul said while addressing an 
election rally in border town of Poonch.
Rahul Gandhi said that only Congress 
can bring ‘Achey Din’ in the state and the 
difference would be visible if the party was 
voted to power in the state.
Rahul said that after the recent floods in 
the state, the affected people have not been 
provided required relief.
“The Rs 6500 crore relief package announced 
by Prime Minister is still on papers and the 
affected people are not getting any benefit,” 
he said. Comparing the rehabilitation of 
flood victims in Uttarakhand with that of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Rahul said that flood 
victims of Uttarakhand were provided relief 
and rehabilitated on war footing but the 
flood victims of Jammu and Kashmir are 
still waiting for relief.
He also said that during the 10-year 
tenure of UPA government, ‘militancy was 
eradicated from the state and people are 
now living in an atmosphere of peace.’
 ”Congress undertook all the desired steps 
and managed to strengthen the tourism 
sector and bring peace in the state,” he 
claimed. v

AssemBly elections



Congress sandesh | 10 |  deCember 2014

Rahul Gandhi in Jharkhand

RAhuL GAnDhI ATTACKS 
Pm nAREnDRA mODI OvER TERROR STRIKES  
In JAmmu AnD KAShmIR

Ramgarh/new Delhi:   A day after the multiple terror strikes in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi on 6th 
December, 2014 targeted Prime Minister Narendra Modi, saying 
terror activities had started in the state soon after the BJP came to 
power at the Centre. 
“We had our government for 10 years. Tourists used to come 
to Jammu & Kashmir. There was peace. As soon as his (Modi’s) 
government came to power (at the Centre), terrorist activities 
started,” he said at an election rally in Jharkhand’s Ramgarh.
“Wherever he (Modi) goes during the elections, whether it is 
Maharashtra, Delhi or UP, before the polls, there will surely be 
incidents of violence. He will ensure that one religion is pitted 
against another religion and then the election follows,” he said.
Earlier in Delhi, the Congress Vice President came out with a 
statement condoling the death of 11 security personnel and two 
civilians in the terror attacks, saying these “destabilising attempts 
need to be crushed with resolve”.
“I salute the martyrs of the armed and police forces and convey 
my deepest condolences to the families of the civilians killed in the 
deplorable and deliberate terror attacks in Jammu and Kashmir,” 
he said.
He further said that these destabilising attempts, being escalated 
from across the border in Pakistan, need to be crushed with resolve.
“And the Congress Party stands firm with the people of the state 
and government agencies in their efforts to counter terror and 
terrorists,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.
At Ramgarh, Shri Gandhi asked what happened to PM Modi’s 
claims in the run up to the Lok Sabha polls that he will show China 
and Pakistan (India’s strength) when he becomes PM.
Accusing PM Modi of making “false promises” of bringing 
back black money within 100 days of coming to power, he said 

the country is asking when the poor will 
get Rs.15 lakh as declared by the BJP leader.
Dubbing the BJP as a “one man party”, Shri 
Gandhi said “each and every decision” is 
taken by PM Modi.
The Prime Minister wants to bring 
agriculture technology from Australia “but 
the fact is that the Indian farmer needs no 
foreign technology as they know everything 
about cultivation and only need support 
from the government”.
The Congress vice president promised 24-
hour power supply to farmers in the state 
and that all villages would be connected 
with roads.
The third phase of Assembly polls in 

Jharkhand will be held on December 9 for 17 seats. In the first 
two phases, polls have been held for 33 seats in the 81-member 
Assembly.
Kanke, Ranchi District: Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi 
on 6th December, 2104 blamed Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
at an election rally in Kanke Assembly and had said he will deal 
with China and Pakistan when he would become Prime Minister. 
During UPA rule, tourists used to come to Kashmir. There was 
peace in Jammu & Kashmir. Soon after Modi government came, 
terrorist activities started. Now terrorists not tourists are coming 
to Kashmir”.
He further attacked Modi, “Before elections ,  wherever he goes,  
communal  riots take place. Be it in Maharashtra, Delhi or Uttar 
Pradesh communal riots definitely take place. They put people of 
one community against the people of another community. The 

AssemBly elections

continued on page 22
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manika (Jharkhand): Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
while addressing a rally on 22nd November, 2014 in Manika at 
poll bound Jharkahnd ahead of first phase of assembly elections, 
attacked the ‘acche din’ claims of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“You gave good support to BJP in the recently held LokSabha polls 
and gave them 12 MPs. The Prime Minister had promised you ‘acche 
din (good days). He had assured you to transform the country.  Five-
six months are over now after BJP came to power. Did you witness 
any changes in the country or in Jharkhand?”  Shri Rahul Gandhi 
asked.

Referring to the mineral resources in the state, the Congress Vice 
President said the BJP wants to run the country with selective 
approach and few selected people. “There is no dearth of funds 
and resources in Jharkhand and the question is who is benefitting 
out of this, people of Jharkhand or industrialist from outside the 
state.  Here comes the difference between us and the opposition. 
We want the people to have the power to run the state and to have 
benefits from its resources. But the BJP wants all the benefits to be 
reached to a handful of industrialists or rich people” he said.

Taking a dig on PM Modi’s Swach Bharat Abhiyaan, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said that Marketing and photo ops do not contribute to the 
development of the nation. “Marketing and photo opportunities do 
not contribute to the development of the nation but empowerment 
of the people will bring changes” he said and also quipped, “What 
the government at the centre has done in the past 5-6 months? 
They have launched a new ‘swach bharath abhiyan’ (‘Clean India’ 
campaign) and asked people to clean their country. They had 
promised development but what they gave in your hands is a 
broom. This is sheer marketing. Crores of rupees have been spent 
on this marketing. We are not against cleaning. We too want a clean 
nation. But the responsibility of a Prime Minister is to transform the 
country. But here what is happening now? Mere photo ops in the 
name of Clean India campaign! On the other hand they are trying 
to dilute our pro-poor polices like MNREGA, Land Acquisition 
law and Tribal law”.

“Can you name any law made by the new central govt? Not a single 
decision has been taken by them. Only marketing is going on, 
spending huge amount, in the name of ‘Clean India’. Is this the ‘good 
days’ they had promised? No one is going to have any benefits out 
of these tactics” further said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Continuing his attack on BJP, the Congress leader said, “The 
opposition indulges in divisive politics. They spread hatred 
wherever they go, especially at the places where elections are due... 
They make people fight each other in the name of Hindu and 
Muslim. They think that by breaking the country they will benefit 
but the nation suffers loss out of it”.  ”But Congress works to unite 
people. Congress believes in love, affection and brotherhood. We 

RAhuL GAnDhI 
ATTACKS BJP AnD mODI 
GOvERnmEnT

AssemBly elections

ACCEPT RESOLuTIOn COnDEmnInG 
SADhvI’S REmARKS

Black band protest

Inside and outside Lok Sabha, Congress and Trinamool Congress 
members sported black bands across their faces to register their 

protest against the Government using its “brute majority” to silence 
the Opposition on 5th December, 2014 at the Statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi in Parliament House, New Delhi.

Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge sought to clarify that the 
Opposition had nothing against any individual or her background 
but was taking a stand against the increasing instances of ministers 
making objectionable statements outside the House.

With the Opposition walking out and boycotting proceedings for 
the rest of the day, the Lok Sabha carried on with its business unlike 
the Rajya Sabha, where no work could be conducted.

However, a joint statement by nine opposition parties urged 
the Government to accept a joint resolution in the Rajya Sabha 
condemning attempts to “outrage our Constitution by making 
inflammatory speeches aimed at dividing the syncretic, socio-
cultural mosaic” of the country.

Besides the Congress, the parties which signed the statement are 
the Samajwadi Party, Trinamool Congress, Janata Dal (United), 
Bahujan Samaj Party, Communist Party of India (Marxist), Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam, CPI and the Nationalist Congress Party. v

believe in inclusive growth. We want development to reach every 
single person. We want every person, the women and every religion 
has a space in the system” he added.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also responded to the comments made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi yesterday while addressing a rally in the 
state in which he had said that banana was a fruit of the poor. 
“Somebody told me about the comments made by Modiji yesterday 
at a rally here. He had reportedly said that the banana is a poor 
man’s fruit. But, I say banana is fruit of both rich and poor. For us 
all fruits are for people. We don’t differentiate in terms of rich and 
poor. Eat whatever fruit you want to eat. We treat all people equally. 
We want every people to dream big” said the Congress leader. v
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iyc meet

new Delhi: In an inspiring address at the 
IYC Alumni Meet-2014, on 5th December, 
2014 in New Delhi. Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi said, “The Congress will only 
be able to fight back when its Youth fight 
back. It’s you people who have to get down 
on the streets and expose this government.”

“Today in Parliament, we decided to wear 
black bands before a statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi. Why? Because today when Shri 
Kharge was speaking in Parliament they 
switched off his mike. We were ten years in 
power but never resorted to such tactics. 
We allowed everybody to speak. They are 
doing this because they think democratic 
values are useless.”

Targeting Shri Modi’s autocratic style of 
working, Rahul Gandhi said, “The PM 
thinks he alone can run India, and he is 
convinced about it. Look at their programs, 
and look at our programs. We brought 
nationalisation of banks, green revolution, 
MGNREGA, Right to Information, because 
we wanted to empower the people of India. 
They want to snatch power from the hands 
of people. They have already snatched jobs 

of people under MGNREGA. It will have 
its repercussions. It has already started 
happening.”

The Congress Vice President said, the 
Congress party’s battle is with forces which 
believe in symbolism and marketing. He 
asked the Youth Congress delegates to get 
down on the streets and reveal the truth to 
the people. “This party (Congress) is our 
party, this is the party of India, the party of 
India’s masses. It is not a party that belongs 
to any one religion, any one community. 
This party (Congress) derives its strength 

from the people of India.”

…There should be good relations between 
the Youth Congress and the Congress Party… 
every youth of the Youth Congress should feel 
that a way is being made for him… if I am 
working then a way is being made for me… 
and I am just not talking about them who 
are in the Youth Congress… I am also talking 
about those who are in the Youth Congress 
for the past ten or 15 years.

On the programme of an ideal village… I had 
asked a question that there are 750 villages 
in my Parliamentary area, they asked me to 

wE hAvE TO fIGhT 
BACK AnD RECOnnECT 
wITh ThE PEOPLE: 
RAhuL GAnDhI AT IYC 
ALumnI mEET-2014
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fARmERS PROBLEmS wILL BE RAISED 
In PARLIAmEnT SAY SOnIA GAnDhI In 
RAEBARELI
Raebareli: Congress President, Smt.  Sonia Gandhi, who was 
on a two-day visit to her parliament constituency Raebareli, 
on 5th Decembeer, 2014  assured people in her constituency 
that the problems being faced by farmers in selling their paddy 
crops to the government will be raised in the on-going session 
of Parliament.

“The problems in paddy purchase by the government will be 
raised in Parliament,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi told people when 
they raised the issue in Suhaibagh area on the second day of her 
two-day visit.  Smt. Sonia Gandhi was apprised about the issue 
while she was interacting with locals after laying the foundation 
stone of some road projects. “There are immense problems in 
paddy purchase. We are forced to sell it at Rs 1,100, which is 
also not easy,” a local, Laxmikant Misra of Kandaura village, 
told Sonia Gandhi. She assured people that the matter will be 
raised in Parliament.

Earlier, the Congress president met party workers and locals 
at a guest house in the morning. In a meeting with members 
of the district Congress Committee last night, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi had asked them to go among people and tell them 
about party’s contribution in the past 60 years. “Late Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Congress have worked together 
for realising the dream of modern India, but today the youth 
is being misled into believing that Congress did nothing in the 
past 60 years,” she said.

The Congress president also went to the house of party MLC 
Dinesh Singh whose mother expired recently. Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
also visited the house of a party member Lallan Awasthi who 
passed away recently. v

iyc meet

In AmEThI vILLAGE hE ADOPTED, RAhuL 
GAnDhI SuGGESTS IT’S POInTLESS
Jagdishpur, Amethi:  During a two-day visit to his constituency 
Amethi Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi on 3rd December, 
2014 visited Jagdishpur, the village he has adopted in his 
constituency Amethi, to launch a model village scheme ‘Saansad 
Adarsh Gram Yojana’. Shri Rahul Gandhi was greeted by an excited 
crowd which had packed the venue to see him, with hope and a 
long list of demands.

Shri Rahul Gandhi criticized the same scheme that he had come 
to launch, calling it pointless.

“There are 700 villages in Amethi but I was asked to pick one. My 
thinking is different. My thinking is that each village of Amethi, 
each village of the country should be empowered,” Shri Gandhi 
said.

The village was 
selected by Shri 
Rahul Gandhi as 
it is the village of 
Air Force officer 
Akhilesh Singh, 
who died last year 
in a plane crash 
while undertaking 
rescue operations in Uttrakhand floods. Singh’s family members 
were also present on the occasion. Earlier in the day, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi visited five other villages of his constituency.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also said, “The way you speak and keep your 
area clean is your individual right and decision. No one can 
enforce this upon you. I have trust in you and know that you 
would work with unity.”

Listing National Rural Employment Gurantee Act (NREGA), 
Right to Information (RTI) and the food security scheme, he 
reminded the people that UPA’s scheme were always inclusive, 
meant to “empower all citizens.”

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said there is no clarity 
on the funds for the scheme. “They have announced the scheme 
but where are the funds. The village pradhan has also given me 
the list of development projects but from where the money would 
come, He went on to question where the funds for the model 
village scheme would come from. v

select one village and make a model village of it… no funding was 
given… not a rupee was given for that programme… said make it a 
model village… other remaining programmes have to be implemented 
in this village… so what will happen in other villages… will this 
programme not be implemented in other villages… so their thinking 
is about symbolism… say something… do the marketing and then 
start another topic… reaction of this will come from the public… from 
the people whose employment under NAREGA are being snatched, 
their reaction is coming… and you all have to raise this reaction… 
and this will not come by giving speeches… this reaction will be seen 
on the roads where this struggle is yours…

…This party is yours and is our party… this is the party of India… 
this party is not of any one caste… is not a party of any one religion, 
it is not a party of any one person… and the strength of this party 
comes from people of India… the Congress Party has shifted a little 
away from the people and we have to change this in the coming one 
or two years and we have to join this party with the people and we 
have to open the doors of the party for the people… v
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mODI GOvERnmEnT OnLY wORKS fOR ThREE 
TO fOuR CORPORATES: RAhuL GAnDhI

Thiruvananthapuram:    Sharpening his attack on the Narendra 
Modi government, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said 
unlike the earlier regimes, including the Vajpayee government, all 
powers were now concentrated on a ‘single man’ who takes decisions 
without any discussions.

“In the BJP only Modi speaks. He makes decisions. It is not BJP 
government, it is Modi government and it works for three to four 
corporates. Only Modi is of consequence,” Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said while addressing an extended executive meeting of the 
Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee on 10th December 2014 in 
Thiruvananthapuram.

Asserting that in sharp contrast, the Congress always stood for 
empowering people, Mr Gandhi said the situation was different 
even when Atal Bihari Vajpayee headed the first BJP-led government 
in the country.

“We had issues with Vajpayee government. We did not believe in 
its ideology. But he used to listen to his colleagues. Now no one can 
open their mouth even inside the party fora. They tell us to be silent 
in Parliament,” Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Alleging that the BJP was a party which would not have any problem 
in pursuing opportunistic policies for gaining power, the Congress 
leader said this had been admitted by (Finance Minister) Arun 
Jaitley during a conference in London some time back.

Stating that every pro-people decision taken by the UPA regime 
had been diluted in the last six months, Shri Rahul Gandhi said 
the present government was pursuing “anti-people” policies and 
was interested only in promoting the interests of a few corporates.

Though the Congress respected the mandate given to the 
government by the electorate, they had now started asking questions 
what it had done for them in the last six months, he said.

The unfolding scenario gave the Congress an opportunity to align 
themselves with people and open its doors to them.

Lauding the Kerala unit of the party and its organizational might, 
he said this gave it an opportunity to fight the coming civic and 
Assembly polls and clinches a thumping victory.

He said the CPI(M), the main opposition in Kerala, was unlikely to 
make gains as it was still struggling from its internal dissensions. v

RAhul GAnDhi’s KeRAlA Visit
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As you recall the name of Smt. Sonia Gandhi what comes to your 
mind is an image of such a personality, who presents a unique 

example of sacrifice in Indian politics. An impression has been 
created that usually in the field of politics most of the people come 
to achieve position and reputation, but Sonia Gandhi has not only 
broken this myth but has presented to the world a unique example 
full of dignity. In fact the entire Congress Party wanted to see her as 
the Prime Minister but she turned down the strong request of the 
party by saying that “to achieve the post of the Prime Minister is 
not my goal, my goal is to strengthen the secular foundation of the 
country and to serve the poor people of the country, for which Indira 
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi were committed thoughout their lives.”

Soniaji has discharged all responsibilities that came before her very 
well. The gentle daughter-in-law of Indiraji, the wife of Rajivji and 
as a loving mother she accepted the values of Indian culture from 
her being and established as an ideal Indian woman amongst the 
people of India.

After the brutal killing of Shri Rajiv Gandhi, Soniaji tried to overcome 
her pain and solitude by involving herself in creative work. During 
that period, Soniaji wrote two books “Rajiv” and “Rajiv’s world”, apart 
from this she helped in the editing of two portions of correspondence 
between Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Indiraji from 1922 to 1964. 
Believing in service as religion she established the Rajiv Gandhi 
Foundation.

Though she was a little depressed with the progress of the enquiry 

commission that was setup to look into the 
murder of Rajiv Gandhi, she did not lose her 
patience. After four years of Rajivji’s murder 
on 24 August, 1995 she expressed her desire to 
go among the people of Amethi. She said in a 
humble and sentimental way, “you people can 
feel my pain, your heart is filled with the love 
of Rajivji. You people know that four years 
have elapsed, but the Jain Commission has not 
completed its enquiry against the accused.”

The debut of Smt. Sonia Gandhi in the 
mainstream of Indian politics came at such a difficult time, when 
it was the time of unstable governments, the fascist forces were 
becoming strong and the situation was becoming scattered 
in the Congress organization. After serious thinking on 
the situation on 28 December, 1997. She took an active 
role  in the Congress respecting the feelings of lacs 
of Congress workers. On 14 March, 1998 Soniaji 
became the Congress president. This stopped the 
scattering in the Congress and a new flow of energy 
came in the Congressmen.

In fact, it was the result of the 
c h a r i s m a t i c 

personality o f  S o n i a 
Gandhi and her  t i re less 
labour that C o n g r e s s 
once  again 
c a m e  t o 
power at  the 
centre. Soniaji 
with the help 
of 15 regional 
parties and in the 
leadership of the 
Congress formed 
the UPA alliance 
government. The 
p e o p l e  o f  t h e 
country gave their 
mandate in the 
Lok Sabha election 

SOnIA GAnDhI
CEnTRE Of hOPE Of COnGRESSmEn

cP’s BiRthDAy

suresh Pachouri

continued on page 18
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(Translated from Hindi to English) 

I am very grateful that you have given me 
permission to speak on this subject. We 

have been wanting to discuss on this subject 
for the past two days, but it was avoided for 
one reason or the other. Because of this the 
discussion could not take place yesterday 
and today morning. In this discussion we 
do not wish to say that this problem of Black 
Money is of today or is six-month old. I 
have read about it and I have also seen old 
debates that this problem of Black money 
and the discussion about it has continued 
ever since Independence till date. Maybe, it 
was not discussed in this House, but outside 
this House it has been a topic of discussion 
by member of every political party, every 
leader particularly in the year 2010-11. At 
that time BJP senior leader, Shri Lal Krishna 
Advani took up this issue very seriously on 
14th December, 2011.

He started his discussion exactly at 12.05 pm 
on 14th December, 2011. We also wanted 
that the discussion on it gets started after 
the Question hour at 12 noon. You did not 
agree so we put the suggestion before you. 
Agreeing to your suggestion we postponed it 
and now you have agreed for the discussion. 
At that time many things were said about 
black money that the government of the 
time did not make any effort, it had no 
interest in it and no enquiries were made. In 
this way allegations and counter-allegations 
were made on the government to derive 
political benefit from it. What is the real 
situation, you know it. Despite this, a scene 
was created to show that the previous 
government failed to bringing back the 
Black money. All laws were there, but they 
were not implemented, for that reason the 
money could not be brought back. Some 

in PARliAment house

estimated it to be 50 lakh crores, some 
estimated it was 60 lakh crores. Leaders 
like Rajnath Singh too estimated it around 
25 lakh crores, every leader, every political 
party gave their estimates, but ShriJaitely did 
not give his estimate, I have read his debate. 
For this everyone has to come together. 
There is nothing like Black money, but in 
India it is used as in a colloquial language. 
Even in the taxation there is no-definition of 
Black money, but the tax evaders, who save 
tax by avoiding the tax law, the money that 
accumulates, is known as the Black money.

At that time when figures came out people 
thought that all this money was in Swiss 
Banks, foreign banks, then why does the 
government not bring it back. It should be 
used in infrastructure, development, the 
common people should have its benefit 
thus there is a reason. Like TMC leader said 
in the morning that something is wrong 
somewhere (‘Dal me kuch kale hai’). At 
that time such language was used. I would 
like to ask, you had promised to bring back 
all the Black money in hundred days, your 
manifesto did not account for days, you 
were showing the election manifesto in 
the morning, it is not there in this, but it 
definitely has, that we will surely bring back 
the black money, we shall make law for this 
and we shall make stiff laws to bring back 
the black money and use it in the interest 
of the country.

I am telling you so, not because I want to tease 
anyone, nor I want to spread unnecessary 
humour or want to put allegation on 
someone and feel happy. But when intelligent 
people, who understand the banking 
system, who understand the foreign policies, 
that an agreement which one country makes 
with another, who understand all this and 

how tax evasion is 
done and how MOU 
for double taxation 
is made, knowing all 
this if one party and 
leaders say that we 
are bringing back the 
black money in 100-
days, which people 
have not done in 
years, we will bring it 
back in hundred days 
and distribute Rs. 15 
lakhs to every person. We shall deposit 
Rs. 15 lakh in every person’s account. 
This was not said by anyone, when I saw a 
debate, I particularly mentioned about 14th 
December, at that time ShriAdvaniji had 
also mentioned the name of Baba Ramdev. 
Baba Ramdev too was saying that there 
was lot of black money outside which can 
be brought back. When he was concluding 
his speech, he said so in the last chapter. 
He did not give the figures neither did he 
tell how much money was being deposited 
in which account. But he said that Baba 
Ramdev is also saying this, there is logic 
in what he is saying. He wanted to say that 
every person would get Rs. 15 lakh each. I 
want to ask you as to where is that Rs. 15 
lakhs for every person? In which treasury 
has it been kept? Where is it kept? At least 
we should search for it, has it been lost? 
This should be known to all. Does the 
country benefit by just making allegations, 
by stoking the passions of the people or by 
making emotional issues, does it help in the 
development of the country, on the progress 
of the country? The country will progress 
only when the GDP of the country increases, 
employment grows, infrastructure will 
develop and the thing which is important, 

mallikarjun 
Kharge

extracts of the speech of  shri mallikarjun Kharge on ‘need to expedite process of bringing 
back black money stashed abroad’ on 26th november,  2014 in lok sabha.
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in PARliAment house

and which you get only then would there 
be some development in this country. But 
today we see that on 18th January, 2011 Shri 
Ravishanker Prasad who was earlier the law 
minister, is now the Communication and IT 
Minister, he had said, “The governments’ 
argument that it can reveal the names to 
the Supreme Court but not to the public 
due to double taxation is baseless”. You did 
not know this? When UPA government was 
there, when you were not in the government 
you used to say that there were 50 thousand 
names and that they are not disclosing them. 
Is there anything in this, by saying so they 
wanted to put a blot, then why are you trying 
to say this? On 18th January, 2011 you had 
said so. ShriNitinGadkariji, who was your 
party President, he also said on 18th January, 
“Claiming that about Rs. 21 lakh thousand 
crore had been deposited in Swiss Banks, 
Gadkari said”, any reluctance in declaring 
the names of Swiss bank account holders 
will simply raise doubts about the integrity 
of people at the helm”.

You have questioned our integrity, then what 
will happen to your integrity? This was said 
by GadkariSaheb, no other person, today 
he too is a minister. He had spoken this on 
18th January. I therefore say that you have 
responsibility and you have accountability 
at some time or the other. Today, you have 
to give an account, because this can’t be a 
hit and run case, you cannot hit and run 
away. You will get caught at some place, 
because the hands of the law are long 
enough. We see him on TV many times 
as a spokesperson, today he has become a 
minister  ShriPrakashJavedkar on 4th July, 
2011 he had said:

“… The Government has consistently failed 
to bring back Indian black money. This is 
because the Government is merely engaged 
in cover-up. The government is trying to 
justify this by saying it has signed double-
taxation avoidance agreements with these 
countries…”

Who said this? Environment Minister, 
ShriPrakashJavedkar said that they are 
covering-up. That, we had covered it up, 
then what have you done in six months? 
Are you also trying to cover-up? If Ministers 
and responsible people talk like this, then 
what will 125 crore people of this country 
think? Is it your responsibility and duty to 
defame others and not to see the Rules/Acts? 
Therefore, whenever we speak we should 
think before speaking then only it will be 

of value. Jaitely Saheb, I am not quoting 
you, but your friends I am talking about 
them, because, you have advocated if like 
it is neither here or not there and you have 
left it after making argument. Therefore, I 
am no coming towards you but the people 
who are responsible in the political party, 
in one or the other post, you all had done 
such a preaching. Once you all had said 
this, particularly Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Sahab in his election campaigning had 
made very impressive speech. He is expert in 
exciting the people, he is expert in whipping 
up their passion, but what did he do. He said: 

“… NDA will bring back every rupee of 
black money within short time…”

Now I will so further. This is just a request. 
On 17th April, 2014. Rajnath Singhji said 
on the ABP news. He promised that Black 
money would be brought back within 100 
days if the Party was voted to power. This is 
not my saying, it is your saying. Therefore, 
we are demanding this. 100 days were given, 
180 days were also given, then we want to 
ask as to where are Rs. 15-15 lakh in our 
account? Who all have received them. 

Modi Saheb has once again repeated in his 
speech, that is on the youtube and you can 
see it, I have picked it up from there.”On 
different occasions he has said that once the 
black money is brought back, every person 
in this country will get around Rs. 15 lakh.”

He further said:

“People say that if the Black money stashed 
in foreign bank accounts is brought back 
and distributed among the poor in India…”

Now you have got the authority, now your 
leader has become the Prime Minister and 
all the powers are with you. Now that 100 
days have passed, tell us what has happened? 
Don’t you hear our voice here, you don’t hear 
the voice of the people. Everybody want to 
know what happened to the promise you 
had made in this regard, are you fulfilling 
that promise? I just want to remind you, I 
don’t want to make you sad, only want to 
make you remember.

Later you had also said this,

“When we bring back the black money, we 
will give it to regular salary holders. We must 
honour their patriotism. Till the time we 
do not bring black money such thefts will 
continue. So, to stop new thefts and such 
cases, all black money should be brought 

home to teach one and all a lesson as soon 
as power comes.”

You had said that when you get authority 
you would do this and you were going to do 
that. That is why I am asking that where is 
your promise and your spoken word. Today 
you have taken a ‘U’ turn. You had made 
efforts to blame the previous government. 
But we want to know as to what is your 
stand? The things that UPA Government 
used to say, you are saying the same today 
and saying all those things before the court. 
You tell us what new you have done on this 
issue?

“Taking an about turn, on 17th November 
2014, Modi Government through an 
affidavit had stated to the Apex Court that 
it is unable to disclose the said names since 
it was bound by certain Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreements.”

This is not ours, this is yours. You had said so 
in another affidavit on 17th October, 2014:

“If the Government discloses the names 
of the black money account holders, it 
will violate international standards on 
maintaining confidentiality and the same 
will result in lowering of rating of India.”

If you had to say all these things then why 
did you accuse the previous government? 
Why did you raised doubt in the minds of 
the youth and why did you raise doubt in 
the minds of 125 crore people? OK, this is 
your political ideology, you talk about it, if 
it is our mistake then tell us about it, but 
you have gone far away from the truth and 
are talking all lies. After all what remark 
did you get from the Supreme Court, “Why 
are you holding a protective umbrella for 
these people?” Thereafter, when the Modi 
Government was attacked on taking a 
U-turn on the issue of black money, selective 
names were leaked through the media.

You know that you have mentioned a few 
names, now also you have mentioned some 
names. Baba Ramdev had a list of 50,000 
names, you just have 650 names, half of 
them have not been mentioned. Court is 
also asking today for the full list, why have 
the names kept hidden. You have submitted 
the list on their request. But that has not 
been disclosed. You also say this that until 
any charge-sheet is filed, till then that cannot 
be disclosed. When such a situation, then 
the wrong propaganda carried out in the 
country was not correct. It is right, some 
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are not knowledgeable, some people do 
not know, but you people have also run 
the NDA government for six years. You 
were also in the government, you know 
the problems, but despite such things 
happen that’s why I had to ask you about 
the list presented in the Supreme Court, 
does it contain all those names, the 
numbers that you have mentioned. You 
use to talk of 50 thousand names, does 
it have additional names or it just have 
300-400 names. What is there in the list 
we all should know about it. What are the 
problems, do you have any limitations, 
that also you tell us? Court had asked the 
government on 28th October, 2014 for 
the full list of the account holders, and 
then you provided the list. With the list 
now with the court you will not tell us. 
You had lot of information so from where 
all is it and in this regard the House and 
the whole country wants to know about 
it. Therefore, tell us if you have brought 
back even a paisa in these six months. The 
allegation of 40-50 lakh crore, has a paisa 
from that been brought and distributed 
among the people. The steps taken by 
the previous government in this regard 
are known to you because you have 
been always watching. Those steps can 
be of during the time of Hon’blePranab 
Mukherjee Sahib or it may be in the time 
of Chidambram Sahib. Now the cabinet 
has been expanded, it won’t expand 
anymore, so wait for some time, we 
shall see it later. Whatever steps that you 
have taken is known to you and every 
government does that but when problems 
arise then they are brought before the 
nation. The arguments that I have kept 
before you may not prove correct in 
front of the arguments of Jaitely Sahib. 
This is why he gets large amount of fees, 
we do not get anything. This does not 
means that the promises that you made 
and Hon’ble Advaniji had even said that 
if that money comes from outside then 
six lakh villages would be electrified, 
full development will take place. You 
can verify it from his debate. He is not 
here, therefore it does not look fare to 
ask him but Hon’bleJaitely Sahib at least 
can tell us, Naidu Sahib can tell us how 6 
lakh villages would get electricity, road, 
drinking water, and health services from 
that money, all these things are there in 
your manifesto.

All these things are here. I want to ask 

where are they? This has not been said in 
a general way, it was said in this House, if 
you allow me I shall read them. 

So, where is your plan to develops six 
lakh villages and of giving funds? I do 
not know. At last, it happened like the 
saying that. If you speak it is great but 
‘Khoda pahad aur nikila chuha’. ‘Etana 
pahad khodna k ebaad bhi chuha bhi 
nahi nnikla hai’ (making a mountain out 
of a mole hill. And there is ever no mole 
hill in this mountain). Leave aside that 
election speech and tell us what do you 
want to do in the interest of the country. 
How do you want to solve this problem? 
In the recent past, Prime Ministerji had 
gone to Australia to participate in the 
G-20 Summit and there too talks were 
held about the black money as to how 
it has to be brought back. Therefore, 
we should know regarding this and 
how much money the Prime Minister 
is bringing back after consulting with 
how many countries. How much money 
has come into our treasury? Before this, 
when Chidambaram Sahib had gone to 
participate in the G-20 Summit at that 
time too this issue was raised. Since then 
what developments have taken place? 
How far have you reached in this regard? 
All these things should be known to us 
and the people of this country. The way 
this was presented before the people, it 
has turned out to be like a colloquial 
saying- ‘chaa ranna ki murgi, baraha 
anna ka masala’. The price of chicken 
is four annas while the price of spices 
is twelve annas. You have made this by 
promoting it. The lies that you have said 
to the people or the promises, for that 
you have an opportunity, that through 
this debate you ask for pardon for this 
and admit whatever we did was wrong. 
It was not like this and we had shown 
false dreams that we would give you Rs. 
15 lakh in your pocket. This is not true 
and we cannot put this in your account. 
For this there is a process, law is there 
and only according to law we can bring 
this back. If you tell this to the people and 
regret for the same then a big message 
will go out.

Therefore I just want to say and expect 
that you put some light on this because 
the people of the country want to know 
this and you should not exaggerate this.  
Thanks. v

in PARliAment house

in favour of the Congress in 2004 and 2009. In the 
leadership of Soniaji of the UPA government, many 
works were done for the betterment of all classes of 
people. While the MSP of the farmer’s produce were 
raised their loans of around Rs. 71 thousand crores 
were waived off. As the chairperson of the UPA 
Smt. Gandhi brought the Land Acquisition Act and 
the Forest Law which has given ownership rights 
to the landless, farming laborers, Adivasis and 
traditional forest dwellers and got it implemented 
for their protection, so that these people get the 
possession of the land and ownership right to sell 
the produce of the jungle. To bring answerability 
and transparency in government functioning Right 
to information was made. To provide employment 
to poor people in the village itself, the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Employment Guarantee Act was 
made. To provide health services in every village, 
National Rural Health Mission was made. Under 
the leadership of Soniaji the UPA government 
carried out important work for inclusive growth, 
social justice and in the direction of women 
empowerment.

Soniaji has always given special attention the 
present problems of the minorities class particularly 
the Muslims. On their request the central 
government has taken various steps to give relief 
to their problems. On their request the Sachhar 
Commission was formed and its recommendations 
were implemented. Through the Maulana Azad 
Foundation children were provided scholarships. 
On the initiative of Soniaji the UPA government 
made the Food Security Act. She strongly said 
during the debate in the Parliament that “today this 
opportunity has come before the House that every 
child of this country should grow up but not with 
malnutrition, his capacity should develop and he 
should make his contribution in the prosperity of 
the country. Today, we are giving those people the 
lawful right of Food Security who are in need of it. 
With the implementation of the Food Security Act 
change and prosperity will come in the life of lakhs 
of people. Nobody in the country will sleep empty 
stomach and every poor person of the country will 
be able to buy enough rations at cheap price.” 

Today, after looking at what they do and what they 
say in the BJP led central government, people of the 
country are looking towards Sonia Gandhi with 
much hopes and Soniaji is also prepared to fight 
for their rights. In June, 2014 Soniaji had said in a 
public meeting that, “we will not sit quiet until the 
past glory returns to the party.” v

(The author is a senior leader and a former 
minister of state).

SOnIA GAnDhI CEnTRE Of hOPE Of  
COnGRESSmEn

continued from page 15
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I along with other Members of this august House wish to raise 
a discussion on black money stashed abroad in bank accounts 

of Indian citizens and business entities which are in violation of 
the laws. The money which is ill-gotten, we understand, would be 
referred to as the black money. Money which is proceeds of some 
crime, drug trafficking, smuggling.

Before I resume my observations on this important issue, I must 
also join all my distinguished colleagues, who are collectively the 
Opposition in this august House, in saying that this House must 
be shown respect by the Government. Both the Finance Minister 
and his Ministers of State are absent. This is the listed Business. 
This morning this House has seen another disrespect. We have 
never ever had a situation where the Council of Ministers is not 
introduced by the Prime Minister. This has happened this morning. 
I must put this on record.

I am happy that this issue is finally being discussed in this House, 
the issue of black money in this country, the black money, which 
has been taken out of India through money laundering and other 
illegal means to be stashed in foreign banks. Therefore, this has been 
agitating the minds of our people and has been part of the political 
narrative in the last few years in particular. Over the years, as a rule-
based rule-governed democracy, this country has taken a number of 
steps to prevent money laundering by enacting laws against money 
laundering, by tightening the income tax regulations, by seeking 
information through cooperation with other countries about the 
account holders, which are not known to the Government, to the 
Revenue authorities or to the Reserve Bank of India. One thing I 
would liketo make clear right in the beginning that this perception 
which is there that if there are accounts of Indian nationals overseas, 
all of that is black money. 

The fact is that your laws, the RBI guidelines do permit the Indian 
nationals, the business entities to have overseas accounts. So, there 
has to be a clear distinction between what is authorized and legal 
and what is unauthorized and illegal proceeds of money laundering, 
crime, and drug trafficking. We are discussing here about that 
money for which the Revenue authorities seek information and 
for which due processes of law have to be set in motion. Cases 
where only the income tax violations are there, have to be dealt 
with appropriately. In those cases, in those accounts where the 
money is the proceed of crime and drug trafficking, there it is not 

extracts of the speech of shri Anand sharma on money held in foreign bank accounts 
by indian citizens and business entities in violation of law on 26th november,  2014 in 
Rajya sabha.

the question of only tax authorities coming 
in, it is your other enforcement agencies 
which need that information to take action 
and to lodge criminal prosecution against 
those who are holding such money which is 
ill-gotten and proceeds of crime. 

In the last few years, this debate has become 
very loud and political. This issue of black 
money was used as a tool to attack the 
Government in office, the institutions of 
the State, by alleging that there are lakhs 
of crores of black money which is stashed abroad and that the 
Government is turning a blind eye. If I take the memory of this 
House back, in the year 2011, when this country, particularly, 
the National Capital Territory of Delhi, was witness to political 
agitations orchestrated and planned by the political opponents 
of the then UPA Government, we saw a gridlock in Delhi. We 
saw the entire media engaging in competitive sensationalisation 
and a major political party, which is now inthe Government, the 
BharatiyaJanata Party, and its entire leadership collectively accusing 
and berating the Government, creating a perception that we are 
responsible not only for promoting black money but also for not 
taking any action against black money. Has this country forgotten 
the agitations by Anna Hazare, Kejriwals and also that Baba, who 
is very dear and specially protected by the present Government, 
who is given ‘Z’ plus security? Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, now, it is 
time to tell this Government and, through this august House, our 
people the truth. When it came to black money, I referred to some 
of the laws, the various amendments thathave taken place. Both the 
Houses of Parliament, many years ago, took the decision to enact 
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, and the Government 
engaged in serious discussions bilaterally with other Governments 
to get information on black money and to take action under the 
laws of this land. Sir, there are some known tax havens in the world. 

The most well-known is Switzerland, right from the days of the First 
World War and the Second World War, a lot of money allegedly is 
kept in bank accounts because of the tax provisions and the secrecy 
which is assured by those banks. But that is not the only place. The 
information which recently has been in discussion came from 
Liechtenstain. There are 40 to 50 countries which have favourable 
tax regimes or which encourage creation of tax havens where 

Anand sharma
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businesses and individuals go and deposit money and it goes from 
Cayman Islands to Barbados; there is a long list. But, as I said, 40 to 
50 is the estimated number of tax havens in the world. Now what 
is a Government supposed to do? A responsible Government will 
talk to the Government of the country concerned or the countries 
concerned to enter into an arrangement where information is 
exchanged on the accounts held in the banks of that country by 
Indian citizens or Indian business entities. 

Now once that information is made available, the authorities 
concerned have to do due diligence by scrutinizing the accounts 
and see what are authorized and legal, what are illegal and which 
are the cases of tax evasions.

I would like to compliment the previous Government, headed by 
the then hon. Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, of which I 
was very proud to be a member. And, I would expect the hon. 
Leader of the House and Finance Minister, when he speaks today, 
to tell this House and the country that we had taken effective steps 
to trace black money and names of account-holders. We entered 
into agreements and treaties, sharing of information with over 80 
countries, including tax heaven countries like Cayman Islands to 
Liechtenstein. All these agreements were signed during the regime 
of UPA I and UPA II Governments. Information which the Supreme 
Court has asked the Government to reveal was brought to this 
country through these Tax Information Agreements, exchange of 
information, Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements, etc., and that 
information came; it may be from Germany or France. That is not 
the only information. We did seek very firmly information from tax 
heavens and entered into agreements, including with Switzerland. 
I must say in this House when Switzerland, at one stage, last year, 
was not cooperative and saying, ‘information which we give to 
you has many conditions, including such information to be used 
by the tax authorities or for prosecution purposes’, we have taken 
a firm decision. It was conveyed to them in all firmness that they 
must not expect any improvement and bilateral cooperation with 
the Republic of India if they will not come good in giving India all 
the information. It is a matter of fact and record.  

Now, Sir, what we saw — besides agitations — was that this 
country was first misled and some perception was built up that (a) 
the change of regime and change of person suddenly will bring a 
magical turnaround.People were nosedived into believing this. I 
must put this before this House.

(Translated from Hindi to English)
We never asked our friends about these allegation and counter 
allegations, we did not create this situation, we did not misguide the 
people of this country. We did not say that Rs. 386 lakh crore which 
was professed by one Baba, which the Government, Bharatiya Janta 
Party accepted  was lying in the foreign banks. We did not say this. 
But this was said, it was heard and this was spoken.

Therefore I have used this word with responsibility that the country 
has been misguided, the government was blamed, the government 
was not given credit that you have made agreement with so many 
countries, deal was done, treaty was done that they would give 
information, that information would be available to the country, 
and the Indian officials, our official machinery, our law will take 
action on it. This was not told to the country. This is important to 
tell the House. The senior minister of the present government, we 

personally respect him, Hon’ble Rajnath Singhji, who was then the 
President of the BJP, he spoke on 17th April, 2014 in the National 
executive resolution of the BJP that if you bring us to power then 
we shall bring back all the black money of the country in 100-days, 
which is in foreign banks, we will bring it back into India.

The second issue is about what I said in the month of January, 
that suggestion was passed on 18th January, 2014. This suggestion 
was not sudden. That wicked propaganda was not as if made 
suddenly, politics was behind it. That politics was to grasp power. 
By all means it was for spoiling the image of the political rival, at 
that time the ruling party, and to damage it, blame it, accusing it, 
to misguide the people, this was the politics. The suggestion that 
was passed on 18th January, this was the politics behind it. The 
agitation which the country witnessed, who were those agitationists, 
who were those people who were in the black money committee, 
their list should be brought out and the Finance Minister should 
give their information in the House. You will find many names in 
it, who have a respectable place in the government machinery. In 
that list you will also find Vivekanand Foundation, Baba Ramdev 
will also be there. The special committee that was formed, please 
inform the House about who all are there in it who decided in 2011 
and who had given full support to bring back the black money. It 
would have been better if the Hon’ble Prime Minister would have 
been in the House. He at least did not believe that number, did not 
believe the figure which one person had mentioned. About him I 
have said that he is a favourite, he improves health, but he had said 
that Rs. 85 lakh crore black money is in foreign countries. That 
there remains no misunderstanding, therefore I am referring to 
the present Prime Minister, the Prime Minister candidate at that 
time Hon’bleNarendraModiji. He had said this fact to the country. 
Now they are saying it is about 85 lakh crore rupees and the Baba 
was saying it was Rs. 385 lakh crores, you have deducted Rs. 300 
lakh crores, did you not say this, is this list proper, we had made 
complete enquiries. We have formed an enquiry committee. I can 
give the names of the members of that committee now, I have given 
a hint for a few, but as others would mind, we shall give the names 
of those Hon’ble people in the House. They have carried out the 
investigations, have held talks all over the world and this is Rs. 85 
lakh crores. Hon’ble Deputy Speaker Sir, the Prime Minister has 
said a very big thing, this is on the youtube, http://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=gmt8imkwbyq and this is the website. The Hon’ble Prime 
Minister has spoken a very good thing, that was soothing to the ears 
too and there was a feeling of joy among the people, he said that 
the money that is going to come back, this will be equivalent to the 
budget of the country for five years. Country’s budget is of Rs. 17 
lakhs crores, Rs. 85 lakh crores would come back, then there would 
not be any shortage of money in the country, all the loans would 
be repaid. He also said this and this I can ask him, he might have 
told the Finance Minister as a secret, I do not know, their relations 
are good. He said that Rs. 15 lakh would come in the account of 
every citizen of the country.

Till date nothing has come into our account.

Earlier the bank accounts were opened as a prestige campaign, 
here there is a race for naming (Naamkaran), rename it, make it a 
new campaign, now it is Jan-dhan project. For getting Rs. 15 lakh 
overdraft, lakh and crores of people are running about the banks, 
for getting Rs. 15 lakh the country has given a standing ovation and 
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said that he surely is a great person. He has given this statement 
that Rs. 15 lakh, would come in every citizen’s account, they had 
made this promise.

This should have happened. Which citizen of this country would 
not say that all the black money comes back, this person has given 
us assurance, he is a leader and he knows how much money is there 
and Rs. 15 lakh would come into our account. Earlier also I had said 
on 11th June in this House. That day was a unique day, when the 
Prime Minister was a new entity. He was in the House after the oath 
ceremony. We told him as to what he had said, you have promised 
the people the Sun, the Moon and the Stars. And we who believe 
in  the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh, if the three come 
down on earth, then they would say to you that NarendraModiji, 
what have you said, what all promises have been made? On that 
day I just did not talk of the promise of Rs. 15 lakh, I had talked 
of other promises. Today the highest court, the Supreme Court, 
is asking the government of the country as to what further action 
it has done? Outside, you say that SIT has been formed. This case 
was already pending in the Supreme Court, therefore SIT had to be 
created. Secondly, it was created immediately. Surely, we too took 
this seriously maybe you have a big information, advance bilateral 
agreements had been made, which the government cannot do, 
maybe through the medium of the party, so maybe a miracle may 
happen within 100 days, and this is the irony.

So, the Supreme Court has told this Government, as theFinance 
Minister and the Leader of the House know, that please do not 
givethe confidentiality certificate. We do not want those stashing 
black-moneyabroad to take advantage of it. The Supreme Court 
also told theGovernment that we cannot leave the issue of bringing 
back black-money tothe Government, it will never happen in our 
life time. Now, this hashappened to this promise of hundred days. 
This Government has revealedsome names, disclosed some names; 
eight names in an affidavit and earlier18 names were revealed. 
The Attorney General of the Government told theSupreme Court 
that most transactions had taken place during 1999 and2000; and 
under law. And the last date for completion and assessment ofall 
cases was March 31 and cited the confidentiality part, that the 
disclosure cannot be made and, later, as we read in the newspapers, 
in the sealedenvelop, that information, what the Government had, 
was given. Now, Ihave some words of caution here. We have to, as 
a mature responsible nation, honour the agreements and treaties, 
where we put our sovereignsignature. We accept that position, but 
at the same time, in all theagreements, the confidentiality clause is 
not there. Second, we have to useour own wisdom. We cannot go 
by any number given to us, by anycountry, be it Germany or France. 
You have to go by tangible evidencewhich is given, the names which 
are given and our revenue authorities andother agencies do their due 
diligence work and then you tell that this muchis the amount, we 
do not know. Why I am saying that is, we have to beresponsible. If I 
make a statement in this august House or any hon. Membermakes, 
I think, we are responsible for the words spoken. It applies more 
tothe Government of the day, to the Ministers, to the Prime Minister. 
Now,Sir, what shall we make out when the same Prime Minister 
who has said thison YouTube, speeches are many, the same Hon’ble. 
Prime Minister of Indiasays,

(Translated from Hindi to English)
I do not know how much money and where is it? Where is it and 

where is it now. Earlier, everything was known, now we do not 
know, this is the problem.

What conclusion will the country make of it? First, what was said, 
it had no relation with truth, now what is said, that is the reality. 
In the coming days we have to swallow bitter pill of reality, only 
time will tell, this is just the beginning of the good days. Good days 
are coming, 15 lakh people are waiting for it. India has lot of poor 
people, give that money to all those 15 lakh people, bring it soon, 
we shall be thankful.

This Government, Sir, if I may say so, the ruling party andits leaders 
were not sincere and serious. I am using both the words. Theywere 
neither sincere nor serious in saying what they said, and now do 
notknow, after this escalation and sensationalisation what to say 
to thecountry. Our Prime Minister is very knowledgeable, very 
capable. He had said to the then Prime Minister, my Prime Minister, 
‘that your Government is not using the Money Laundering Act to 
take black money back.’ I do not know from where that information 
came. There are a number of statements. But I have said or referred 
to some. There is long list; I will share it with other Members, and 
my colleagues who will speak. 

So, Sir, the situation is this, that today, 26th of November, 
2014,exactly six months after the present Prime Minister and his 
Council ofMinisters took oath of office, this is where we stand. It 
is a 360 degree turn; nothing short of that. It is a complete turn. 
Now the money is not known.

Nobody knows where the money is, and why we are referring only 
to theAttorney-General’s reference to two years, i.e., 1999 and 2000. 
What aboutthe money before that; what about the money after that? 
Are we saying thatit is only in one country or two countries or three 
countries? There are alarge number of tax havens. So, this needs 
some clarity from theGovernment. I am sure, the Finance minister, 
himself being a legal luminary,will be able to enlighten this House.

This was not an issue to play partisan politics with; this was not 
anissue on which frenzy was built, public angst was deliberately, 
throughorchestrated campaign, built; it was not an issue on which 
people shouldhave been given false promises, false hopes; but it 
happened in this countryover a period of last three years. Now, it 
is time for those who were victimsof that vicious and malicious 
campaign to stand up and tell whateverinformation you have, Mr. 
Finance Minister that was brought to this countryby us. If you have 
any additional new information, good luck to you. Wewant you to 
get more. We cannot be satisfied with the years 1999 and 2000;we 
want to know all.

It is not that black money always remains black money. This iswhat 
I want to tell this august House. There is round tripping. When 
money launderingtakes place, what happens? Money goes out, 
through illegalmeans, as he has said, through hawala. Then, it is 
brought back, in manycases, investments in real estate, gold, but 
more importantly, in portfolioinvestments. That is what I said, and 
I want to caution. 

Sir, the SEBI and the RBI have been looking at it. But the amount 
of moneywhich has come into India has raised some concern and 
suspicion thatthere is a case of round-tripping in many cases.

You just have to go by the sharp rise ofthe market. It is not the 
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14 CRPf mEn DIE In mAOIST STRIKE

congress President & Vice President expressed shock and deep 
anguish over the naxal attack on cRPF Personnel.
Raipur : Recently,  Chhattisgarh  Chief Minister asserted that the state will 
become ”Naxal-free”. But Maoists 
struck in  Sukma  district on 1st 
December, 2014, killing 14 Central 
Reserve Police Force personnel, 
including two officers.  The Maoists 
allegedly adopted a cowardly tactic 
by using villagers as human shields 
for the ambush that took place 
about 6 km from Taarmetla, where 
76  CRPF jawans  were mowed 
down in April 2010 in the deadliest 
single-day insurgent attack yet on 
Indian security forces.

In a Condolence message Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed shock 
and deep anguish at the gruesome killing of CRPF personnel in a Naxal attack in 
Sukma in Chhattisgarh.

Extending her condolences to the family of the Martyrs, Smt. Gandhi expressed the 
hope that the injured were being adequately treated and demanded that the Govt. 
looks into all aspects of the ghastly incident.

Having lost its entire state leadership and workers to Naxal attacks in Darba earlier, 
the Congress party understands the tyranny of such incidents and stands with the 
members of families of the deceased in this hour of grief, Smt. Gandhi said.

In a message Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said “Deeply saddened and 
shocked at the death of CRPF personnel in a Maoist attack in Sukma, Chhattisgarh. 
I strongly condemn this senseless act of violence. My thoughts and prayers are with 
the family members of the brave solders who lost their lives in this incident. I urge 
the Government to investigate the incident thoroughly and ensure that the injured 
soldiers are adequately cared for”. v

real money coming in by the way. That we will 
talkanother day that what kind of money we 
are getting, whether we are gettingmoney in 
equity or debt and other debt instruments. Why 
I am saying so

and I say it in a very responsible manner, you 
have to look at various indexes. Dow Jones 
is of the richest country. If you look at the 
movementof the Dow Jones and look at the 
movement of Sensex, it is eight time thatof 
Dow Jones. Now, are we going to say that 
there is no other country in the world, with 
that much of portfolio investment? I am not 
saying we shouldnot get it. But is there a way 
we are keeping a track of that? That is what 
isimportant.

(Translated from Hindi to English)

Sir, it is not that all the black money is deposited 
in one bank. As I have said, some part will 
come, partly it is invested in gold, partly is put 
in business. Black money is invested in real 
estate, black money is used in construction, 
who have enormous facilities and enormous 
publicity material, they know how rich they are, 
how prosperous they are. You don’t have to look 
far away, that can be seen in our Jammu and 
Kashmir state, where in a small election rally 
17-17 helicopters were seen in a day. Sharadji 
would now talk about Jharkhand. This also 
has to be thought of, this is a big subject, this 
is a  serious subject and the black money that 
is in the country, what is the Finance Minister 
doing about it, what steps are being taken, who 
are these people? You are the Finance Minister. 
Same people who have their accounts outside, 
the same people have their NPA in Indian 
banks, where the money of country’s people 
is there and the same people are being given 
the money. Those who have NPA, who have 
tens of thousandscrore loans of the banks, 
they are provided more money, they have their 
money outside also, their money has increased 
here, because making use of their sources and 
resources they have their interest somewhere 
on the other. 

I will only say, before I conclude, that the 
Government, the PrimeMinister must get 
out of the earlier mindset which was pre-
electionagitations, propaganda, publicity, 
false promises and hopes which weresold to 
the people. Get into action now. Fulfill your 
promise. If you cannot,have the courage, 
honesty and character to tell the people of 
India that wesold you lies, we fail to fulfil the 
promise, we apologise to you, but we will tryas 
a Government. Thank you. v

election takes place after the communal riots.”
Shri Rahul Gandhi said BJP is not concerned about people empowerment. “They want 
to snatch away the power from you. They are trying to dilute Land Acquisition Bill, 
MNREGA scheme and other laws which we brought,” he said.
He compared the BJP’s policies with Congress’s and said Congress wants to empower 
people while BJP wants to empower only PM Narendra Modi. “Modi wants all power 
in his hands and says he will change everything. Do you remember his promise of acche 
din?” he asked a humble gathering.
He also mocked Modi’s promise to bring black money back and his Adarsh Gram Yojana. 
“There is no budget for Adarsh Gram Yojana,” he said.
“Instead of bringing achche din, Modi left for foreign tour and asked people to clean the 
roads. His ministers also started cleaning the roads,” he said. In detail, Rahul Gandhi 
recalled the laws UPA government passed during its two terms and claimed the laws 
empowered the common man. v

continued from page 10

RAhuL GAnDhI ATTACKS Pm nAREnDRA mODI OvER TERROR 
STRIKES In JAmmu AnD KAShmIR
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The present oil shock of Oil Producing and Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) endowed blessing for the oil importing countries like 

India. It has opened up many challenges. The chairman of OPEC has 
come out with a statement that the supply will not be affected and 
it did not reflect deeper fundamentals and could have been driven 
by speculators. OPEC does not blame US, USSR, Iran or Lebanon. 
It is for the future to speak about the authentic story.

The OPEC has now determined the rate at $62. The output target 
of 30 million barrels per day continues to operate despite the fall 
wiping out $150 billion value since the end of October. He is of 
the firm opinion that the prices will get back to $147 per barrel as 
it was in 2008.

The shock in oil has thrown out fantastic opportunities in the short 
run, but it may have its own challenges in the medium and long 
term. It is no doubt an opportunity for a country like India. But a 
casual approach of India to make hay when sun shines will definitely 
bring the country to disaster.

Even though the Brent crude prices have declined by 45% the Oil 
Marketing Companies in India have provided only 7% decrease in 
prices. Because of the far sighted policy of the UPA II government, 
petrol and diesel has been deregulated. This benefit should have 
been automatically passed over to the consumers. The regime of 
administered price has again re-entered the nation and it is a million 
dollar question why the entire benefit of reduction in crude oil has 
not been passed on to the consumers.

The government also raised the Excise duty on petrol by Rs. 2.25 
per liter and by Re. 1 per liter in Diesel without raising retail 
prices. Pump dealers said that retail prices reduction were not 
commensurate with falling crude oil prices despite 7 consequent 
prices cut in petrol and 3 diesel since August 2013. 

Although global crude oil prices fell by 45% since June, this year, 
refineries have slashed market prices of LPG by 17%, aero turbine 
fuel by 14%, petrol by 11% and diesel by 8%.  The fall in international 
oil prices have also helped the government in substantially reducing 
state oil firms estimated revenue losses to about Rs. 80,000 crores in 
the current fiscal year compared to 1,39,869 crore actual increase 
in 2013-14 for selling diesel , kerosene and cooking gas.

It is quite shocking to learn that central excise has been raised 
even in respect of branded oil which is meant to push for more 
fuel efficient cars. The government resorted to a crude way to 

fiscal health. Taxing petroleum products 
including branded products would harm the 
environment. This is totally contradictory 
to the ‘Swach Bharat’ movement to improve 
air quality.

India is now importing 35% of gas 
requirement and 75% of oil requirement 
and spending $110 billion per annum. India 
is already sitting on the discovered gas to 
the extent of 8-10 trillion cubic feet (tcf) 
which can double in the next 3-4 years.This 
will bring additional investment to the tune 
of $40- $50 billion. The present adhocism in the gas pricing by 
bureaucrats will not make this country investor friendly in so far as 
exploration sector is concerned. They lack professional clarity. They 
should not forget that every 1 billion spent on exploration 500-600 
million would come to the government by way of royalty, cess and 
other levies. This could be utilized for subsidizing fertilizer, power 
and other sectors. Even if the Rangarajan or Vijay Kelkar formula 
is not acceptable to the government, services of other professionals 
could have been utilized to provide clarity and certainty and also 
benefit of lower price to consumers which includes power and 
fertilizer segments. 

The NDA government has failed to take forward the agenda of UPA 
II for providing adequate gas supply to our project.  Round about 
30,000 mega watt of power plants are closed about 32,000 kms of 
the gas pipeline which are being put up with heavy investment 
will be rendered waste for some more years to come and putting 
economy to jeopardy. Non-supply of gas has also adversely affected 
fertilizer sector.

The road map prepared by UPA II for making the country self-
sufficient in both oil and gas has been frustrated by the NDA. 
Indian companies including PSUs have invested $100-150 billion 
for acquiring gas and oil exploration and also on acquiring coal 
fields abroad. No investment is in sight in India because of the 
short sighted approach of the NDA government. There is no signal 
of utilizing the opportunities of the oil shock. They are practically 
flying on the wings of wishes, slogans and delve in deep slumber 
in the wake of reduction in the crude oil prices. India has  saved 
$25 billion from the fall in oil prices and this is far higher than 
$15 billion that foreign institutional investors (FIIs) have put into 
Indian equities and debt market this year.

‘OILY POLITICS Of nDA’ -  
mARS ThE PROSPECTS Of  
mAKE In InDIA

Dr m Veerappa 
moily, mP

comment
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The oil price is a massive 
gift if you put the number in 
perspective. During the July 
budget oil was at about $115 
and it is now at about $62. For 
each dollar reduction India 
saves about $600-700 million 
i.e about $30 billion.

The UPA II had already 
taken policy initiative like 
deregulation on oil prices, 
unfolded exploration in 
mining lease areas, issued 
orders for early monetization of 
discoveries, issued guidelines 
for early monetization of 
discoveries through unfolding 
integrated development plans, 
issued policy guidelines for 
exploitation of Coal Bed 
Methane from coal mines, 
shale gas policy, ensured 
National Data Repository, 
i s s u e d  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r 
speculative survey, finalized 
open acreage licensing policy 
and revenue sharing model for 
production sharing, contracts, 
adopted good international 
petroleum industry practices, 
set on the reassessment of 
hydrocarbon resources in 
India, issued guidelines for 
site restoration, streamlined 
procedures etc. UPA II had 
taken as many as 45 major 
initiatives to synchronize the 
roadmap to make the country 
to reduce 50% of its import of 
oil by 2020, 75% by 2025 and 
100% by 2030. As many as 
three big caverns have been 
completed to provide storage 
of oil in vizag in Andhra 
Pradesh, two of them in 
Udupi and Dakshina Kannada 
districts in Karnataka. As 
much as 300 million tonne has 
been built in refinery capacity 
which will make India surplus 
in the refining sector. 

It appears that the present 
opp or tunity  cre ate d  in 
reduction in oil prices is 
being wasted away by the 
irresponsible and insensitive 
attitude of NDA. v

Senior Congress leader and former Union 
Minister Murli Deora passed away in 

Mumbai on 24th November, 2014 morning after 
prolonged illness.
He was 77 and is survived by his wife and two 
sons, including former MP Milind Deora.
Murli bhai as he was known died at around 
3.25 a.m. He had been unwell and admitted to 
a hospital. He had come home two days back, 
family sources said.
Shri Deora’s mortal remains would be kept at the 
Mumbai Congress office, where party workers 
would pay their last respects from 12 noon 
at 2 p.m. His last rites would be performed at 
Chandanwadi Crematorium later in the day, the 
family sources said.
Shri Deora, who held several important portfolios 
during his decades-long career, first contested the 
civic elections in Mumbai in 1975.
An economics graduate, Shri Deora was Mayor 
of Mumbai from 1977 to 1978 and was later 
elected do the Lok Sabha four times from 
Mumbai South, a seat later held by his son, 
Milind, who is also a former MP and ex Union 
Minister. Currently, he was serving his third term 
as a Rajya Sabha MP.
He held the portfolio of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas during the UPA-1 regime. The Congress 
veteran had also served as the Mumbai Congress 
President for 22 years.
He joined the Union Cabinet in 2006, shortly 
before he turned 70 and led oil diplomacy in 
Myanmar, Algeria and Egypt, and held talks 
with ministers from Sudan, Chad, Ethiopia and 
Comoros.
Deora also hosted the first India-Africa 
Hydrocarbon Conference and Exhibition in 

fORmER unIOn mInISTER, SEnIOR COnGRESS 
LEADER muRLI DEORA PASSES AwAY

November 2007. In July 2011, Deora became 
Minister of State for Communications and 
Information Technology.
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi alongwith 
AICC Treasurer, Shri Motilal Vora paid their 
condolences to Shri Deora in Mumbai. v
COnDOLEnCE RESOLuTIOn
meeting of the congress Working committee 
on  25th november, 2014

Congress Working Committee expressed 
their deep sorrow on the death of Shri 

Murli Deora Permanent Invitee-CWC and MP 
(Rajya Sabha). 

Shri Deora, starting from the grass-root level 
in his public life reached the post of a Union 
Minister. He was the member of the Mumbai 
City Corporation and was elected as Mayor, 
Vidhan Parishad Member, Member of Lok Sabha 
and as Member of the Rajya Sabha. He was a 
Union Minister at the Centre and remained the 
President of the Mumbai Regional Congress 
Committee for many years. Apart from this he 
was associated with various other organizations.

Throughout his political career he had strong 
sincerity in the Congress Party. In all kinds of 
situations he stood like a rock with the party. 
Particularly during the time of Indiraji when the 
party was facing big challenges, his mind did not 
get weak even for a moment. His contribution 
was very useful, no matter what post he held and 
in what capacity he worked, will be remembered 
for a long time.

The Congress Working Committee express its 
gratitude to his relatives, associates, friends and 
well-wishers. v
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1. introduction
After having ridden a wave of Corporate funded high voltage 
campaign that was based entirely on false promises of change 
and baseless allegations, the Modi Government has completed 
Six months in Power. Having colored the pre Lok Sabha election 
period as dark and gloomy through a deft but devious media 
campaign, Narendra Modi and the BJP had promised “Achhe Din” 
to the people.

However, six months down the lane the Modi Model of governance 
stands out for 3 shameful characteristics- U Turn on Promises, 
mere renaming and plagiarising of UPAs programs and schemes 
and decisions that involve selling out public/national interests for 
the benefit of friendly Industrial and Corporate houses. Shri Modi, 
indeed, has relentlessly invoked and practiced the 4th character 
of his Model to gloss over his failures. His TV Event, rhetoric and 
showmanship driven Sarkar has been presenting a TV Tamasha a 
day to keep the people’s minds off their problems. These Tamashas 
are nothing but attempts to keep people alienated from real issues 
so that they do not see the Government’s inaction and start asking 
questions.

Lucky, of course this Government has been. Oil Crude prices are at 
$75/bbl and Global food prices have hit a record low. While these 
have provided an opportunity for inflation to come down, the 
Modi Government has done nothing to substantially pass down 
the benefits to the common man.

Even as international factors outside Shri Modi’s control continue 
to be favorable in an unprecedented manner, inaction on the part 
of the Government has resulted in continued high interest rates, 
a GDP growth rate below the projected 5.5% and deaccelarating 
bank credit.

Exports that had grown rapidly during the first half of 2014 are 
rapidly falling- by 5% in October alone. Industrial growth is a 
pathetic 2.8%, Consumer durables have declined at 12.4% and 
Government revenue is growing at less than half the projected 19%.

All this, when the people are being fooled with a plagiarised 
“make in india”(UPAs Manufacturing Policy), “Jan Dhan”(UPAs 
Swabhimaan for financial inclusion) and “swachh bharat”(UPAs 

Nirmal Bharat) campaigns. Without having added a single unit of 
electricity to strengthen the RGGVY, the Government has merely 
renamed it as DDUGJY just to take credit. Shameful appropriation 
of credit is being done, whether it be the launch of Mangalyan or 
missiles, warships and rail tracks of the UPA period.

To top it all, there have been a series of U Turns on the promises 
that Shri Modi and BJP made in the run up to the elections. This 
blatant renegaging on promises include that on Governance, Black 
Money, rail fares, diesel deregulation, tainted politicians, stand on 
corruption and Lokpal, subsidy on LPG cylinders and validity of 
CAG reports to charge political opponents, to list a few.

Ofcourse, the Modi Government has been acting- hyperactive 
in giving favors to its Corporate friends who funded Shri Modi’s 
campaign. However, their pound of flesh or share of the pie are being 
doled out in complete disregard of environmental, fiscal and ethical 
norms and without due diligence. National resources as indeed the 
Nation itself is being held hostage in the name of reforms that will 
supposedly fuel growth and employment.

It is said - Beware of false knowledge it is more dangerous than 
ignorance. It is our bounden duty to inform the citizens of India 
about the double standards, lies and malice that this Government 
propagates.  The Modi Government increasingly appears to disarm 
the people of information, its propaganda machinery has only 
one goal  hide facts, tell stories. We have started a concerted effort 
to remind the Government and people of India about its stands, 
promises and contradictions.

We live in a world where unfortunately the distinction between true 
and false appears to become increasingly blurred by manipulation 
of facts, by exploitation of uncritical minds, and by the pollution of 
the language. Contradiction is not a sign of sallacy, nor the lack of 
contradiction a sign of truth. And the Truth is that this Government 
with its counterfeit vocabulary walked into the corridors of power. 
The Truth is that on all important accounts it has failed to convince 
the nation about the steps it has taken as promised during election.

This Modi Government is nothing but a U Turn Sarkar, a Nakkal 
Sarkar and a Udyogpation ki Sarkar. The Indian National Congress- 
a party that founded and led this nation cannot be a silent complicit 

u-tuRn

6 mAhEEnE PAAR
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This article will be carried out in two parts.  
Subsequent part will be carried out in the next issue.
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to the farce being enacted in the name of Government. As a 
responsible opposition it is our duty to bring forth to the people the 
Mansa, Vachana and Karma of this Government, lest they continue 
their propaganda driven destruction of the Nation.  We present to 
you, UTURN Sarkar and hope we are able to apprise the people of 
India about Modi’s and BJP’s, “Mann Ki Asli Baat!

2. Black money  BJP’s list of white lies
BJP stand as opposition
a) April 17, 2014 Shri Rajnath Singh promised, “Black money 

would be brought back within 100 days if the party was voted 
to power” - Rajnath Singh. Source ABP News

b) Sh. Narendra Modi on different occasions has said that once 
Black Money is brought back, every person in this country will 
get around Rs15 lacs. Youtube url is http://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=Gmt8imkW8yQ

c) Now Modi Ji as Prime Minister in his last Radio Address in ‘Man 
Ki Baat’ says that he does not know the exact amount of Black 
Money stashed abroad.

d) Modi Ji Tweeted on 1st February, 2011- At National Security 
Council today, I asked “why is the Money Laundering Act not 
being used to track black money abroad”.

e) 18th January 2011  Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad - “The government’s 
argument that it can reveal the names to the Supreme Court but 
not to the public due to double taxation is baseless.”

f) 18th January 2011  Shri Nitin Gadkari - Claiming that about 
Rs 21 lakh thousand crore had been deposited in Swiss banks, 
Gadkari said, “Any reluctance in declaring the names of Swiss 
bank account holders will simply raise doubts about the integrity 
of people at the helm.”

g) 18th January 2011  “What is the problem and reluctance in the 
Congress in revealing the names? Why this dogged refusal to 
reveal the names of those who have accounts abroad.... The 
country has a right to know and expects the names to be made 
public,”

h) 4th July 2011  Shri Prakash Javdekar - “The government has 
consistently failed to bring back Indian black money. This is 
because the government is merely engaged in cover-up. The 
government is trying to justify this by saying it has signed double 
taxation avoidance agreements with these countries,” 

i) July 2011 Spokesperson Shri Prakash Javdekar said, “The 
government has consistently failed to bring back Indian black 
money. This is because the government is merely engaged in 
cover-up. The government is trying to justify this by saying it 
has signed double taxation avoidance agreements with these 
countries”.

contradictions:
a) Taking an about turn (from the pre-election stand), on 17th Oct, 

2014, Modi Government through an Affidavit had stated to the 
Apex Court that it is unable to disclose the said names since it 
was bound by certain Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements 
(DTAAs). 

b) The 17th Oct Affidavit further said that if the Government 
discloses the names of the black money account holders will 
violate “international standards on maintaining confidentiality” 

and the same will result in lowering of rating of India.

c) Remark: In reply to Government’s Affidavit, Supreme Court 
said: Why are you holding protective umbrella for these people? 
Source: Indian Express

d) Thereafter, when the Modi Government was attacked on taking a 
U-turn on the issue of Black Money, selective names were leaked 
through the media.

e) This notorious act of the Modi Government was identified by the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court and on 28th Oct, 2014, the Court asked 
the Government to furnish the entire list of account holders 
before it.

Fact of the matter is that not even a Single Paisa has come back 
in last 6 months of Modi government. All the names, reluctantly 
submitted to the Court by the Government are only those which 
were obtained by the previous UPA Government only.

how Kisan Vikas Patra encourages Black money 
Generation
NDA Government is non-serious on the issue of bringing back 
black money. The Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley must explain 
as to why they reintroduced this scheme, which was abolished after 
the recommendations of Shyamala Gopinath Committee on Small 
Savings Schemes in view of the risks of money laundering and 
financing terrorism in December 2011. Did they earlier only do lip 
serving by talking about bringing back black money? 

On Pg 51 of the Shyamala Gopinath Report, it explicitly says:-

“In view of the recent developments on AML/CFT front, the 
Committee recommends that KVP should be discontinued.” 
(AML means Anti Money Laundering and CFT means Combating 
financing of Terrorism.)

With regards to the revival of the KVP scheme by the Modi 
Government, the questions still unanswered are:

1. Is it correct that payment is not required to be made by cheque 
or bank draft but can also be made in cash?

2. Will those who have a PAN be required to quote the PAN or is 
PAN being dispensed with?

3. What are the Know Your Customer (KYC) norms, if any, that 
will be applicable to an investment made in KVP?

4. Will a KVP be freely transferable without any limit on the 
number of transfers? If so, what is the use of applying KYC to 
the first purchaser?

3. BJP on chinA-only talk no walk
BJP’s stand on china when in opposition is as follows:
a) 11th August 2013 Shri Modi in an election rally in Hyedrabad 

said  “China intruded into our territory, but the government, 
instead of forcing it to return, signed deals with it, agreeing 
to withdraw our own troops. It is shameful that the External 
Affairs Minister, despite the repeated incursions by China, went 
to Beijing and praised the city, going to the extent of saying that 
he wished he could stay there. 

Raising the issue of Chinese incursion, Modi as the Gujarat Chief 
Minister attacked External Affairs Minister Sh. Salman Khurshid 
for his remarks on his visit to Beijing: “Shame, Shame Shame on 

u-tuRn
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You. Shame on You, who are running the government of India. 
You are spraying acid on the wounds of 125 crore Indians”. Source: 
NDTV.COM

b) The UPA government (should) make its policy clear as far as 
China is concerned and ensure that repeated incursions by PLA 
troops are stopped forthwith,” BJP state president and MLA Jugal 
Kishore Sharma J &K BJP Chief. (Source: Yahoo News India)

c) Shri Narendra Modi tweeted on 11th August, 2013: “India is 
going through a troubled situation. China intrudes our borders, 
Pakistan kills our soldiers time & again but Centre doesn’t act!”

Has the situation not worsened now six months into the BJP 
Government?

5th August 2013:- “From China’s intrusions to Pakistan’s ambushes-
UPA Government has been absolutely lax in securing Indian 
Borders. When will Centre wake up?

contradictions:
a) The Chinese President Xi Jinping was visiting India and our 

bordered were being violated by the Red Army. Over 1000 
Chinese soldiers stayed put in the Indian Territory at Chumar 
for 16 days. This is perhaps the first time in the History of 
Independent India that our neighbours have crossed over and 
occupied our territory and Government is hosting its President. 
This explains the grit  we have in our diplomacy.

b) BJP which was so critical of the Union Government for not 
taking any action against the Chinese, came out with a unique 
explanation for these incursions as ‘Perception Difference’. Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh went on to say:-

c) When Shri Arun Jaitley in an interview to Times Now on 22nd 
Oct, 2014 was asked a question that is there a dichotomy in 

BJP’s position on the China issue, Shri Jaitley said that - “as far 
as China is concerned, on the line of actual control, China has a 
different perception on what the line of actual control is, India 
has a different perception” 

4. BJP on Pakistan- A Flip Flop on Relations with 
Pakistan costs india dearly
BJP’s stand on Pakistan when in Opposition is as follows:

a) 11th August 2013, Shri Modi said, “This government of Delhi 
cannot provide security to the nation. This government, neck 
deep in vote bank politics, cannot provide security to our nation... 
When the Indian jawans were beheaded, the Prime Minister 
(Manmohan Singh) had said that Pakistan will be accounted 
for it”. Again referring to Dr. Manmohan Singh, Shri Modi said 
“Now when the Pakistani Army, this week, shot dead our jawans, 
I want to ask the Prime Minister . He had promised that we will 
not tolerate such things. What is the reason that a country of 
125 crore is silently tolerating when Pakistan is going back on 
its promise one by one?” Source: NDTV.COM

b) On Aug 11, 2013 Shri Modi tweeted  “India is going through a 
troubled situation. China intrude our borders, Pakistan kills our 
soldiers time & again but Centre doesn’t act!”

c) On Aug 06, 2013 Shri Modi tweeted  “From China’s intrusions 
to Pakistan’s ambushes- UPA Government has been absolutely 
lax in securing Indian borders. When will Centre wake up?”

d) On Aug 06, 2013 Shri Modi tweeted  “Dastardly ambush by 
Pakistan last night in the Chakan da Bagh area of Poonch leading 
to death of 5 Indian Soldiers is unacceptable.”

Contradictions:-

a) On August 27, 2014 Director General Border Security Force 
DK Pathak on Tuesday said that the cross border firing between 
India and Pakistan is the heaviest so far and worst after 1971 war. 
(Source: Indian Express).

b) Shri Modi made no mention of ceasefire violations in this year 
assembly poll - As opposition party, Modi in almost every rally 
raised the issue of handling of Pakistan affairs and attacked 
the Manmohan Singh government for failing to stop Pakistani 
aggression and its failure to prevent loss of precious lives on 
the border areas. The BJP’s PM candidate had boldly said that 
‘one needs a 56-inch chest’ to stop Pak’s aggression. But now he 
seems to have forgotten this rhetoric because of the huge failure 
of present government in tackling Paikstan.

c) Ironically, on the contrary, when we are airing our concerns at the 
unprecedented loss of civilian lives and ceasefire violations at the 
IB/LOC; on Oct 09, 2014, the Urban Development Minister Shri 
Venkaiah Naidu said that the opposition is politicizing ceasefire 
violations by Pakistan. Source: ANI

d) There were 363 ceasefire violations along the International 
Border and 61 on the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir 
with Pakistan between August and November 17, the government 
told the Rajya Sabha on 27th Nov, 2014. The figures were given 
in a written reply by Minister of State for External Affairs Shri 
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V K Singh. Source: Indian Express

e) 17 civilians have been killed this year alone as compared to zero 
casualty last year and also in 2011.

5. BJP on Direct Benefit transfer  Aim to earn 
direct benefit from uPA schemes
The UPA Government proposed direct cash transfers to 
beneficiaries of various government schemes and initiatives. This 
led to the AADHAR project, biggest biometric project in the world 
giving UIDs to Indians

After having publicly trashed this far reaching “Aadhar” card 
scheme, the  BJP is now promoting the scheme for the same reasons 
that the congress brought it for. After having questioned the very 
validity and stake of any state governmentin Aadhar, the Modi govt. 
is now talking about it as a tool that will help the finance minister 
reduce subsidy burden by Rs 2000 Cr. 

BJP stand as opposition on AADhAR and Financial 
inclusion:
a) November 28, 2012, Shri Prakash Javdekar said “Cash transfer is 

not a game changer. It is game being played with poor people”.. 
“It (Direct Benefit Transfer) is an attempt by the government to 
fool people before elections,”.. “While people are reeling under 
inflation, Congress is only making efforts to take political mileage 
for nothing”… he added.

b) On 8th April, 2014 in an election rally in Karnataka, the State 
where Shri Nandan Nilekani was contesting, Shri Modi claimed 
that the UPA’s AADHAR scheme has failed. He further said that, 
“they only wanted to do things where there is corruption.”

c) On March 13, 2014  Union Minister Ananth Kumar said: “To be 
honest, I would not take pride in stating that I was part of the 
Aadhar programme. In fact I would be ashamed of it.”

d) April 2, 2014, Spokesperson Prakash Javdekar said, “It (Aadhaar) 
has served no purpose. They have issued cards to illegal migrants. 
We want citizenship cards”. Source: Economic Times

e) On March 12, 2014 Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi questioned the UIDAI 
chairman Nandan Nilekani’s claims on Aadhaar’s achievements 
and termed the programme as a “fraud” perpetrated on the 
people of the country.

contradictions:
a) October 19, 2014- The cabinet, chaired by Shri Modi, approved 

a Direct Benefit Transfer Scheme in LPG.

b) October 22, 2014 Shri Arun Jaitley said, “that the scheme will 
help him cut government subsidy by 2000 crores. In the same 
interview he had very categorically stated that it is a logically 
economic idea and no one party had a copyright on the idea”.

c) July 9, 2014 - Giving indications that the new government is 
likely to continue Aadhaar enrolments, a sum of Rs. 2,039 crore 
has been provided in the Budget for the Unique Identification 

Project (UIP) in the current fiscal year. Source: NDTV

d) In Nov, 2014  The Modi Government through its Home Ministry 
in a complete U-turn from its earlier stand, came out in full 
support of the Aadhaar scheme saying it will facilitate “anytime, 
anywhere, anyhow” authentication to its beneficiaries. In a letter 
sent by the Union Home Ministry to states it said that - “Since 
Aadhaar is based on the demographic and biometric information 
of an individual, it eliminates the threat of any fraud and bogus 
activity.”

6. BJP on insurance Bill  Double standards on 
growth and investments
The UPA Government had originally proposed raising the FDI cap 
back in 2008 when it introduced the Insurance Laws (Amendment) 
Bill to 49 %. 

BJP’s stand on insurance Bill:
a) May 14, 2012, Shri Yashwant Sinha (Chairman Standing 

Committee of Finance) said, “Foreign Direct Investment at this 
point of time from 26-49% was not needed”. Source: Money 
Control 

b) August, 2013, Shri Yashwant Sinha said that “the party had 
told Finance Minister P Chidambaram he should not bring the 
insurance Bill in this session of Parliament, as the opposition 
would not let it pass”.

c) 5th October 2012 - BJP questioned the “legal and political 
intentions” behind allowing 49 per cent FDI in the insurance 
sector. “We are not against FDI but against foreign direct 
interference. This government is against the welfare of the 
country and is more worried about foreign interests,” Mr. Naqvi 
charged. Source: The Hindu

contradictions:
a) July 25, 2014: Shri Modi’s Cabinet cleared the Insurance Bill 

proposing to raise FDI to 49%.

7. henderson Brooks - Politics in the name of 
history
The Henderson Brooks report  a demi official account of the 1962 
war by Lt. Gen T B Henderson Books has remained a deliberated 
state secret.  The report contents of which are known only through 
unsubstantiated leakswere unabashedly used by the BJP and 
Shri Jaitley to make false insinuations charging the then political 
leadership.  Shri Jaitley before May 2014 repeatedly demanded that 
the report be made public.  However, now as the Defence Minister 
and the custodian of this report he has taken a complete U Turn.   

BJP stand as opposition
i. On March 19, 2014 Shri Arun Jaitley as Leader of Opposition 

in RS asked for the Handerson brook report to be de-calssifed. 
Source: Shri Arun Jaitley’s blog.

ii. The blog by Mr. Jaitley in March said, “Are archival records are 
to be kept away from public gaze indefinitely? If the document 
pertains to internal security there may be some public interest 
served in keeping them a secret for some time. However, to 
keep these documents ‘top secret’ indefinitely may not be in 
larger public interest. Any Nation is entitled to learn from the 
mistakes of the past. The security relevance of a document loses 
its relevance in the long term future. Any society is entitled to 
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learn from the past mistakes and take remedial action. With 
the wisdom of hind sight I am of the opinion that the report’s 
contents could have been made public some decades ago.” Source: 
Times of India

contradiction:
a) On July 8, 2014 Shri Jaitley in a reply in RS as Defence Minister 

said, “”This (the Henderson Brooks report) is a top secret 
document and has not been declassified so far. Release of this 
report, fully or partially or disclosure of any information in this 
report would not be in national interest”.

Remark:
After Shri Jaitley assumed office as Hon. Defence Minister, the blog 
on which he had written his views was deleted.

8. BJP-ncP Alliance : Gross opportunism
The BJP and Shri Modi, pitching their campaign in Maharashtra 
around corruption, termed the Nationalist Congress Party as 
“Naturally corrupt Party”. The same party is now the BJPs “Natural 
ally. In the worst form of opportunistic political one up man ship 
Shiv sena had now become in Unnatural’ ally. Where have morality 
and ethics gone?

Pre-Assembly Poll statements by the BJP leaders
a) October 11, 2014  Shri Modi called NCP a “Naturally Corrupt 

Party”. He said, “Since the time the party was born nothing has 
changed, their leaders have remained the same. Do you know 
what their clock (party symbol) means? The clock shows 10 
minutes past 10 which means in 10 years they have increased 
their corrupt activities 10 times,” at Pandharpur Rally. Source : 
times of India

b) September 26, 2014. Devendra Fadnavis claimed that the alliance 
between NCP and BJP is impossible. Source: ABP News

contradiction:
a) November 12, 2014. The First BJP Government controversially 

won (The Congress Party feels that the procedure for trust vote 
was not carried out as per laid down norms) the trust vote in 
Maharashtra with the help of NCP.

9. Alliance with separatist in Kashmir
The BJP and RSS leaders have been reportedly meeting and tacitly 
supporting, separatist in Kashmir.Taking this forward the Prime 
Minister met Sajjad Lone.

‘Lone on 10th November, 2014 met Shri Modi during which the 
two are believed to have discussed the possibility of his working 
with BJP after the Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir’. 
Source: First Post

BJP stand as opposition:
a) December 1, 2013 at Jammu Rally Shri Narendra Modi BJP’s 

prime ministerial candidate attacked the separatists in the state. 
Source: Niti Central

contradiction:
a) November 10, 2014 - Former separatist and People’s Conference 

leader Sajjad Lone on Monday met Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during which the two are believed to have discussed the 
possibility of his working with BJP after the Assembly elections 
in Jammu and Kashmir. Asked whether there was a discussion 

on post-poll alliance, Lone said “let the results come out. Our 
party is not averse to having an alliance with anyone for we don’t 
believe that party ‘A’ is good and party ‘B’ is bad.” Source First 
post

b) “The BJP would welcome anyone who is ready to join Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on his mission of development 
of Jammu and Kashmir” said Ram Madhav, BJP National 
Spokesperson on 14th November, 2014

10. BJP on cAG
For a party which drew sustenance from and built its entire political 
campaign before the LS elections 2014 on unfounded, highly 
speculative and motivate CAG reports  the BJP took a blatant 
U turn on the utility and purpose of U turns.   First Shri Modi 
himself advised that CAG reports should not be used to targets 
political opponents in his farewell speech in Gujarat Assembly after 
becoming Prime Minister and then his Finance Minister auditors 
Shri Jaitley almost threatened the CAG asking not to sensationalize 
reports. 

BJP’s stand as an opposition:-
a) February 22, 2014 in Delhi, Smt. Sushma Swaraj said, The 

government made comments that CVC and CAG were hindering 
development. “These institutions are there to keep a watch, 
they are doing their jobs and making such comments shows an 
unhealthy thinking.” Source: Economic Times

b) On 7th January, 2011 Smt. Sushma Swaraj tweeted  “Kapil Sibal’s 
comments on CAG are in conformity with Congress policy of 
destroying institutions.”

c) September 11, 2012  - then BJP spokesperson Ravi Shankar 
Prasad and now a minister in Shri Modi’s cabinet said- “It is the 
Congress’ scheme to first refuse, then deny and ridicule, knowing 
that the CAG will not be joining issue with them publicly since 
it is a Constitutional body. BJP condemns accusations against 
the CAG. BJP would like to know does he share the almost 
baseless allegations leveled by your official spokesperson? Source: 
Economic Times

d) On 8th November, 2012 then BJP spokesperson  Prakash 
Javadekar, who is now a minister in the Modi Government said- 
“The CAG’s suggestions are very important. The way CBI has 
been misused, this issue needs to be debated,”

e) On 15th November, 2012 BJP Vice-President Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi said the government keeps looking for ways to attack 
constitutional institutions like the CAG which is acting in a fair 
and independent manner.

contradiction:
a) On 21st May, 2014 Shri Modi said that “I personally believe that 

CAG reports must not be used for political gains but utilised to 
find solutions.

b) On October 29, 2014 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said, “CAG 
should not to sensationalize its findings to get into headlines. An 
auditor should remain conscious of the fact that he was reviewing 
a decision that had already been taken and must check if fair 
procedures had been followed”.

to be continued in next issue
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Babasaheb Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, a social 
reformer and liberal democrat made 

immense contribution to nation building. 
But he is always portrayed as a champion 
of the oppressed, particularly SC/STs. His 
contributions to nation building are long 
forgotten. His partnership with Jawaharlal 
Nehru is less known. It was in Delhi that 
he passed away on 6th December 1956, a 
place where he displayed all his intellectual 
and political acumen to serve our nation 
at its infancy. Though his work on the 
Indian Constitution is well acknowledged, 
his other major contributions are rarely 
discussed. He played a key role in the 
establishment of Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), in influencing free India’s labour 
policy and its electricity and water policy 
among other things. In fact, the RBI was 
conceptualized according to the guidelines 
presented by Dr. Ambedkar before the 
Hilton Young Commission (1927). The 
‘Royal Commission on Indian Currency 
& Finance’, was greatly influenced by his 
book “The Problem of the Rupee  its origin 
and its solution.” The Indian legislative 
assembly passed RBI Act in 1934. Further, 
as Minister of Labour, Irrigation and Power 
between 1942-46 in the Viceroy’s Council, 
Dr. Ambedkar approved the setting up 
of the Central Waterway and Irrigation 
Commission, and also established the 
Central Technical Power Board for 
the development and advancement of 
hydro-power and electricity generation 
infrastructure in India. 

A study of Dr. Ambedkar’s life and 
mission would reveal that all his rights-
based activism were grounded on the 
fundamental norm of equality  social, 
economic and political. In his last speech 
at the Constituent Assembly, he was 
emphatic that “we must make our political 
democracy a social democracy as well. 
Political democracy cannot last unless there 
lies at the base of it social democracy”. And 
as India’s first Law Minister, all his attempts 
were made at securing rights to women. He 

DR. B. R. AmBEDKAR  SOCIAL REfORmER  
AnD nATIOn BuILDER

K. Raju and chandrasen Rao, sc Dept of Aicc

measured the progress of a community by 
the degree of progress which women had 
achieved. He held that no society could 
prosper if half of its peoples were kept under 
subjugation. Being a believer in women’s 
indomitable spirit, Dr. Ambedkar knew 
what they would do to improve society, if 
liberated from subjugation. 

Dr.  Ambedkar’s  work towards the 
empowerment of women had begun long 
before he became Law Minister. He strongly 
advocated equality of social and political 
status for women. During the proceedings 
of the Lothian Committee (1932) and 
the Joint Select Committee (1933-34) he 
forcefully pleaded for the enfranchisement 
of women. It was under the Government 
of India Act of 1935 that women secured 
the right to vote. He had also introduced 
the Maternity Benefit Bill in 1942 during 
his tenure as Labour Minister in Governor 
General’s Executive Council. While drafting 
the Constitution of India too, he was 
the prime mover of the Articles 14-16, 
which included equal status to women by 
conferring civil rights and also banned the 

prevalent practice of trade of women. 

Prior to the Indian Independence 
Jawaharla l  Nehru had asked Dr. 
Ambedkar to join his Cabinet. It was 
Gandhi who persuaded Nehru and 
Patel to include Dr. Ambedkar as part of 
the first Cabinet of independent India. 
Nehru’s Cabinet was remarkable for that 
it had outstanding men of other political 
leanings as part of it. And Nehru and 
Ambedkar, working together, sought to 
reform Hindu society, at least by law, by 
granting equal rights to its women. 

The Hindu Code Bill brought out by 
Dr. Ambedkar sought to unify varying 
interpretations and traditions of Hindu 
law as existed. But this piece of legislation 
was radical in the sense that it also made 
caste distinctions irrelevant, along with 
enhancing the rights of women. Basing 
himself on the draft prepared by the Sir 
B. N. Rau Committee, he meticulously 

brought in important changes. Historian 
Ramachandra Guha summarizes the 
changes in the bill as follows: (1) For the first 
time, the widow and daughter were awarded 
the same share of property as the son; (2) 
for the first time, women were allowed to 
divorce a cruel or negligent husband; (3) for 
the first time, the husband was prohibited 
from taking a second wife; (4) for the first 
time, a man and woman of different castes 
could be married under Hindu law; (5) for 
the first time, a Hindu couple could adopt a 
child of a different caste. Such fundamental 
and historic changes to Hindu law drew a 
response even from Justice Gajendragadkar, 
a famous jurist and Sanskrit scholar, who 
opined: “If with the active cooperation 
and support of the Prime Minister, who 
fortunately shares his Law Minister’s 
enthusiasm for the Code, Dr. Ambedkar is 
able to pilot the Code through all the stages 
and give it the pride of place in our Statute 
Book, I for one would hail it as time’s sweet 
revenge on the Hindu society as a whole. If 
Dr. Ambedkar gives Hindus our Code, his 
achievement would go down in history as a 
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very eloquent piece of poetic justice indeed.”

Already, in March 1949, an All-India Anti-
Hindu Code Bill Committee had been 
formed. It was supported by conservative 
lawyers and clerics.  The Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh threw its weight 
behind the agitation. On 11 December 
1949, the RSS organized a public meeting 
at the Ram Lila grounds in Delhi, where 
bill was condemned. One speaker called 
it “an atom bomb on Hindu society.” 
In fact, in a single year, 1949, the RSS 
organized as many as 79 meetings in Delhi 
where effigies of Nehru and Ambedkar 
were burnt. In Parliament too, orthodox 
members opposed it. Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mookerjee said that the Hindu Code Bill 
would shatter the magnificent structure of 
Hindu culture and stultify a dynamic and 
catholic way of life that had wonderfully 
adapted itself to the changes for centuries. 
Outside Parliament, Swami Karpatri even 
challenged Dr. Ambedkar to a public debate 
on the Bill. Through 1950 and 1951, Nehru 
and Ambedkar made several attempts to get 
the Hindu Code Bill passed into law. But 
the opposition was considerable. To quote 
Prof. J. D. M. Derrett, “every argument that 
could be mustered against the project was 
garnered, including many that cancelled 
each other out.” The “offer of divorce to all 
oppressed spouses became the chief target 
of attack, and the cry that religion was in 
danger was raised by many whose real 
objection to the Bill was that daughters were 
to have equal shares with sons.” 

However, the opposition was so intense that 
the Bill had to be dropped. Dr. Ambedkar 
resigned from the Cabinet in disgust. In the 
history of India, perhaps that was one sole 
instance when a man tendered resignation 
for the cause of women 

In truth, Nehru was waiting for the first 
General Elections. The campaign (also 
recorded by the Time magazine in its 
January 28, 1952 issue) was a fascinating 
one. Only one person had dared to challenge 
the country’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, in the latter’s family bastion of 
Phulpur in UP’s Allahabad district. Swami 
Prabhudutt Brahmachari was contesting 
as an independent supported by ultra 
conservative Hindu groups like Swami 
Karpatri’s Akhil Bharatiya Ram Rajya 
Parishad (ABRRP) and the All India Hindu 
Mahasabha. They had all joined hands 
on one common platform: to vehemently 

oppose the Hindu Code Bill. Needless to 
say, Nehru defeated Brahmachari by a huge 
margin. Brahmachari faded away after his 
ignominious defeat while Swami Karpatri’s 
ABRRP merged itself into the BJP’s previous 
avatar, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, having 
failed to make a mark in successive polls.

When the elections gave the Congress a 
popular mandate,  Nehru re-introduced the 
new Code, not as a single Bill but as several 
fragmented parts dealing with Marriage and 
Divorce, Succession, Adoption, etc. Several 
members had supported the bill like N. V. 
Gadgil and Pandit Kunzru and of course 
the women members too, who described 
the bill as a testament of their faith in the 
constitution. Nehru drummed up support 
for the Bill and soon reformists as well as 
conservatives found it obligatory to lend 
their support to it. 

These various Bills passed into law in 
1955 and 1956 and soon afterwards, Dr. 

Ambedkar passed away. Speaking in the 
Lok Sabha, Nehru remarked that he would 
be remembered above all “as a symbol 
of the revolt against all the oppressive 
features of Hindu society. Ambedkar will 
be remembered also for the great interest 
he took and the trouble he took over the 
question of Hindu law reform. I am happy 
that he saw that reform in a very large 
measure carried out, perhaps not in the 
form of that monumental tome that he had 
himself drafted, but in separate bits”.

Dr. Ambedkar, never lost any opportunity 
to raise his voice on behalf of the oppressed, 
and here ably supported by Nehru, worked 
to push for one of India’s most significant 
social reforms. Together, they provided 
India a base on which India has been 
progressing. In the year of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s 125th birth anniversary, it is 
most apt to gratefully remember his and 
Babasaheb Ambedkar’s joint endeavours 
to rebuild Indian society. v

Former Chief Minister of Maharashtra 
and a veteran Congressman, Abdul 

Rahman Antulay, widely known as A. R. 
Antulay, passed away on 2nd December, 
2014 morning. He was 85. He also served 
as the Union Minister for Minority Affairs 
in the UPA-I government.

The funeral took place at his native Ambet 
village in the state’s Raigad district on 3rd 
December, 2014.

Shri Antulay was admitted to Mumbai’s 
Breach Candy hospital last month for a 
severe kidney ailment. According to his 
relatives, Shri Antulay was a heart patient 
and had also undergone bypass surgery in 
the past. Shri Antulay was a barrister from 
Lincoln’s Inn, London.

Shri Antulay was the first and only Muslim 
Chief Minister of Maharashtra during the 
years 1980 to 1982. 

Later, he worked as party MLA and MP, 
representing the Congress in Raigad 
district. He fought his last election in 2009, 
which he lost, after which he was out of 
the active politics.

In a condolence message, Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has condoled 
the passing away of Shri A.R. Antulay and 
said “Deeply saddened by his demise, Smt. 

Gandhi described 
Shr i  Antu lay  as 
one of  the most 
significant leaders 
from Maharashtra 
who had a  long 
public innings.  

He was a brilliant legal mind and committed 
member of the Congress Party.  He was 
known for his frank contributions on party 
forums and will be remembered for being 
committed to the party in its trying times. 

Shri Antulay devoted his life to the ideology of 
the party and made significant contribution 
to the nation as a Chief Minister, Union 
Minister and Parliamentarian.

The entire Congress party stands with the 
members of Antulay family in this hour of 
grief, Smt. Gandhi said”.

In a message Congress Vice President, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said “Deeply regret 
the passing away of Shri A.R. Antulayji. 
A veteran Congress leader, he contributed 
tremendously to the party and Nation 
during his long and distinguished carrier in 
public life. He will be remembered by the 
Party for his commitment and leadership. 
My heartfelt condolence to his family in 
their hour of grief ”. v

AR AnTuLAY PASSES AwAY
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130Th BIRTh AnnIvERSARY Of  

DR. RAJEnDRA PRASAD
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One of the chief architects of modern 
India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was an 

eminent freedom fighter, a renowned 
jurist, an eloquent parliamentarian, an able 
administrator, a statesman par excellence 
and above all, a humanist to the core. 
An ardent follower of Mahatma Gandhi, 
he represented all that is best in Indian 
culture. As the President of the Constituent 
Assembly and subsequently as the President 
of India for two consecutive terms, Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad played a very important 
role in shaping the destiny of the nation and 
left an indelible imprint of his personality 
on our national life and polity.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, affectionately 
addressed as ‘Rajen Babu’, was born at 
Village Ziradei in Saran district (now in 
Siwan) of Bihar on 3 December 1884. His 
parents, Mahadev Sahay and Kamaleshwari 
Devi, led a simple life even though the 
family had sufficient landed property. The 
environment at home in particular, and in 
his village in general, which symbolized 
peace and serenity, had a profound impact 
on the mind of young Rajen resulting in 
the inculcation in him of the finest ideals 
of fellow-feeling, selfless service, sacrifice, 
humility and simplicity. 

Rajendra Prasad began his early education 
at the age of five under the guidance of 
a village Maulvi who also taught him 
Persian. Later, he went to a High School in 
Chhapra district from where he passed the 
entrance examination of the University of 
Calcutta with flying colours and joined the 
prestigious Presidency College, Calcutta’. 

Soon, he became very popular in the College 
and was elected by a huge margin to the post 
of Secretary of the College Union. After 
his post-graduation, he also completed his 
studies in law and started legal practice in 
Calcutta in 1911. Very soon, he built up a 
large clientele, not merely because of his 
legal acumen, but also because of his noble 
character and innate integrity, which earned 
him the praise and respect of the judges and 
his colleagues. Once, when he was arguing 
a case before the eminent jurist and scholar 
Justice Ashutosh Mukherjee, who was also 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Calcutta, the latter was so much impressed 
by Rajendra Prasad’s style of presentation 
of the case and forcefulness of arguments 
that he offered him a faculty position in the 
Law Department of the University, which 
Rajendra Prasad accepted with humility. 
He completed his Master of Law in 1915 by 
topping the list. In 1916, after the creation 
of the Patna High Court, Rajendra Prasad 
started practicing at Patna. 

Rajendra Prasad came under the spell of 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1917 when the latter 
organized the Champaran Satyagraha to 
liberate the peasants from exploitation by 
the British Indigo planters. Gandhiji invited 
Rajendra Prasad and some other advocates 
to assist him in the cause of the affected 
peasants. The Champaran Satyagraha 
not only brought him closer to Mahatma 
Gandhi, but also changed the entire course 
of his life. Under the active guidance of 
Mahatma Gandhi, he gave a new lead to the 
various movements in Bihar, with a view 
to taking the country nearer to the goal 

3 December 1884 - 28 February 1963

of freedom and economic regeneration. 
Inspired by Gandhian ideology, his clarion 
call to the countrymen and his distinct and 
unprecedented mode of protest against the 
colonial rulers, Rajendra Prasad took the 
plunge into the political struggle with the 
unflinching aim of freeing the country from 
the clutches of colonialism. 

The Rowlatt Act of 1918 and the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre of 1919 pushed Rajendra 
Prasad closer to Gandhiji; he concurred 
with Gandhiji that the only effective weapon 
to deal with the British Government’s 
inhuman actions and repressive laws was 
‘non-cooperation’. He was the first leader 
from Bihar to sign and undertake a pledge 
requiring every Satyagrahi to remain 
non-violent during the protest against the 
Rowlatt Act which came to be dubbed as 
the ‘Black Act’. It was around this time that 
Rajendra Prasad gave up the lucrative law 
practice to fully devote himself to the cause 
of liberation of the Motherland. 

In 1923,  Rajendra Prasad act ively 
participated in the Flag Satyagraha at 
Nagpur. During this period, he came into 
close contact with Sardar Patel whose 
friendship and association he cherished as 
one of the most pleasant memories of his 
life. The British Government arrested him 
for taking part in the 1930 Salt Satyagraha. 
The second long spell of imprisonment that 
Rajendra Prasad suffered was immediately 
after the passing of the Quit India Resolution 
in 1942 and he remained in jail for nearly 
three years till 1945. 

Joining the Indian National Congress as an 
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ordinary worker, Rajendra Prasad served 
the organization in various capacities for 
more than four decades. For him, the Indian 
National Congress was an instrument for 
serving the people and fighting for the 
cause of India’s freedom. Even when he 
had a flourishing law practice, he devoted 
his time to the Congress. After the Indian 
National Congress declared Swaraj as 
its ultimate goal at its Nagpur Session in 
1920, Rajendra Prasad toured the length 
and breadth of Bihar, explaining to the 
people the plans and programmes of the 
movement. He was elected President of 
the Indian National Congress in 1935 and 
again in 1939 following the resignation of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. He was elected 
President of the Congress for the third 
time in 1947, following the resignation of 
Acharya J.B. Kripalani. 

Rajendra Prasad demonstrated his 
effectiveness and skills as a negotiator 
whenever he was called upon to do so. 
Alongwith Sardar Patel, he served on 
the Partition Council set up under the 
Chairmanship of Lord Mountbatten. It was 
primarily because of his clear perception, 
farsightedness and dexterity that he was 
able to obtain an equitable, just and fair 
settlement of the assets and liabilities, and 
settle various issues relating to Central 
Services, currency and coinage, economic 
relations, armed forces and so on, in favour 
of India. 

In 1946, Rajendra Prasad joined the Interim 
Government of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
as the Minister of Food and Agriculture. 
A firm believer in the maximization of 
agricultural production and amelioration 
of the lot of the peasants, he gave the slogan 
of “Grow More Food”. The Ministry of Food 
and Agriculture, under his able and active 
guidance, launched an effective campaign to 
that end. In view of his family background 
and active involvement in the cause of the 
peasants, he believed that any effort to 
integrate the village life should be based on 
the Gandhian values. 

When the Constituent Assembly was 
formed in 1946 to frame a Constitution for 
free India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, who had 
been elected as a member of the Assembly 
from the Bihar Province, was given the 
onerous responsibility of being its President. 

JuSTICE vR KRIShnA IYER PASSES AwAY

Eminent jurist and former Supreme Court judge, Justice V. 
R. Krishna Iyer, passed away at a private hospital in Kochi 

around 3.30 p.m. on 4th December, 2014. He died due to renal 
and cardiac failure, hospital sources said. He was hospitalised 
for a fortnight.

Justice Iyer, known for his forthright views, turned 100 recently. 
He was sworn in as the judge of the Supreme Court on July 17, 
1973 and retired at the age of 65 on November14, 1980.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has condoled the 
passing away of Justice V R Krishna Iyer. Smt. Gandhi described 
“Justice Iyer as the most impressive model for Jurists in India. 
Shri Iyer was a true liberal and an intellectual giant. He will be remembered for his 
reformative and progressive judgments. Some of the judgments he delivered have 
shaped the way India functions today. He was a man of many interests and contributed 
heavily to legal literature and social welfare”.

“Human Rights were at the center of the professional and social life of Justice Iyer. 
Today in his death India has lost a champion of the disadvantaged citizens. Justice Iyer’s 
struggle for justice will inspire generations to come”. Smt. Sonia Gandhi extended her 
sympathies to members of his family. 

AICC Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi said in a message “I am extremely saddened 
at the passing away of Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer. His judgments exemplified his deep 
commitment to the cause of social justice and creating a fair and equal society. His 
loss will be deeply mourned by all those whose lives were touched by his work. My 
heartfelt condolences to his family on his demise”.

Born to a leading criminal lawyer V.V. Rama Iyar in 1915 in Thalassery, Justice Iyer 
had his education at the Basel Mission School, Thalassery, Victoria College, Palakkad, 
Annamalai University and Madras Law College. He used to appear for workers and 
peasants in several agrarian struggle-related cases in his early years of practice.

He became a member of the Madras Legislative Assembly in 1952. He held portfolios 
such as law, justice, home, irrigation, power, prisons, social welfare and inland 
navigation in Kerala Government.

He resumed his legal practice in August 1959 and threw himself into the legal profession 
after he lost the 1965 Assembly election. He was appointed a judge of the Kerala High 
Court on July 2, 1968. He was elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court on July 17, 1973, 
and retired on November, 14, 1980. He served as a Member of the Law Commission 
from 1971 to 1973.

His landmark judgments include the Shamser Singh case which interpreted the powers 
of the Cabinet vis-à-vis the President, in another case which gave a new dimension 
to Article 21, Ratlam Municipality case, and Muthamma’s case. He had pushed for 
reformative theory, in contrast to deterrence theory in the criminal justice system. 
He also received brickbats for granting conditional stay on the Allahabad High Court 
verdict declaring former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s election to the Lok Sabha void.

In 2002, Justice Iyer was part of the citizen’s panel that inquired into the Gujarat 
riots along with retired justice P.B. Sawant and others. He was conferred with Padma 
Vibhushan in the 1999. He had unsuccessfully contested to the post of President against 
Congress nominee late R. Venkataraman in 1987. Wandering in Many Worlds is his 
autobiography. He has also authored a book in Tamil, Neethimandramum Samanvya 
Manithanum. v
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On the initiative of Shri A.O. Hume people from all over 
the country having political and social thinking collected 

on one forum in the ground of Gokuldas Cultural College in 
Bombay on 28th December, 1885. This political unity turned into 
an organization the name of which was kept as “Congress”. Shri 
W.C. Banarjee became the first president of the Congress and in 
his mongrel address he preached to create a new atmosphere of 
social harmony.  

From the time of our foundation, from 1885 till 15th August, 1947 
was a burning history of our freedom struggle. Congress made 
independence as its goal and to achieve it gave the clarion call to 
fight many wars. In the beginning there was request, later it was 
objection and boycott is how the Congress started the journey of 
struggle. For this our national leaders and lakhs of patriots suffered 
many hardships. Lakhs of patriots gave supreme sacrifice. On the 
slogan of “Independence is our birth right and we shall have it” 
shook the sleeping nation. The slogan of “You give me blood I will 
give you freedom”, filled the revolutionary feeling in the youth and 
“Do or Die” and “Britishers Quit India” call made the people of 
India gave in their everything in life to the nation. 

Congress has a long history of service, struggle and sacrifice. This 
history is of serving the people of the country, this history is about 
the freedom of the country and this history is of rebuilding the 
country. The history of any organization’s glory is seen through its 
members and its leaders. The Congress leaders have given their lives 
for the unity and integrity of the nation. At the time of partition 
of India and by the effect of the widespread communal violence 
Mahatma Gandhi sacrificed his life. Keeping the pledge to serve 
the nation till her last breath, to keep the unity and integrity of the 
country, Indiraji sacrificed herself. Rajivji also became the victim 
of a conspiracy which was made by the foreign powers to make 
the country weak. We are proud by the renunciation and sacrifice 
of our leaders.

Congress got the guidance of epoch making revolutionary leader 
Mahatma Gandhi. Congress got the inspiration from Swamy 
Vivekananda and Rabindranath Tagore. Great leaders like Smt. 
Annie Besant, Lala Lajpat Rai, Gopalkrishna Gokhale, Lokmanya 
Tilak, Subhash Chandra Bose, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Baba 
Sahab Ambedkar, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri and Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi had led the Congress. New standards of development were 
established in the country during the leadership of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

The period of the Congress from 1915 to 1947 was known as 
the ‘Gandhi Yug’ of the Congress. Mahatma Gandhi through 
Satyagraha and public agitation gave a new shape to the Indian 
freedom struggle. Mahatma Gandhi through Ahimsa, Secularism 
and originative programmes started a social revolution. Under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, Congress got large support and 

the freedom struggle reached a decisive stage. Mahatma Gandhi 
joined two strong thoughts with the thinking of the Congress. One 
the objective of Independence to bring a total change in the social 
fabric of the nation. The second was to ensure honesty and integrity 
in achieving its goals. Mahatma Gandhi said that to test any policy 
criteria should be to see how for the policy reaches the poorest of 
the poor people in resolving their problems. 

Mahatma Gandhi, used to call Pandit Nehru as the jewel of 
India. Mahatma Gandhi declared him as his political successor. 
Nehruji had visualized about independent India and added new 
dimensions. Pandit Nehru during the freedom struggle joined his 
intense feelings with social justice. Nehruji connected the freedom 
struggle of India with that against the world-wide imperialist 
struggle. He knew that as per the feelings of Mahatma Gandhi he 
had to develop a new society. Frequently, he used to say “until we 
eradicate the poverty from our country we shall not sit quite and 
when we overcome poverty then only we can claim to be the true 
followers of Mahatma Gandhi.”

After Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri took over the 
reins. In his short period his slogan “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan” filled a 
new vigour in whole of the country. Like a perfect sculptor Indiraji 
made tireless efforts to remove the economic disparities prevalent 
in the society by moulding the ideals of democracy according 
to the mood of the Indian people. Indiraji believed in making 
Congress organization capable and strong, and presented for the 
Congressmen progressive policies and set targets, and started many 
new programmes. 

History of any political party is not just about the collection of 
some dates and some incidents but is scientific chronicle of nation 
building activities. There was a split in the Congress in 1969 was 
an important chapter in cleansing of the Congress led by Indira 
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We meet today to honour the memory of one of India’s most 
illustrious sons, Jawaharlal Nehru, and to celebrate his ideas 

and vision for the future, a vision not only for his beloved India 
but for the world as a whole. Nehru was a patriot but was also 
a committed internationalist. As the historian Arnold Toynbee 
observed: 

“Nehru was a pioneer in taking nothing less than the world itself as 
the field for his public activity.” 

In this context, one of Nehru’s significant contributions was his 
passionate advocacy of the concept of One World, which has received 
less attention than it deserves. Nehru drew upon the ideas of Wendell 
Willkie who wrote the book entitled One World which attracted 
Nehru. After the Second World War the Federation of American 
Scientists which included Albert Einstein also drew attention to 
how the advent of nuclear weapons had made the establishment of 
One World necessary to ensure human survival This paper seeks to 
explore how Nehru came to identify with these ideas, giving them 
an uniquely Indian and even Nehruvianflavour and the manner 
in which he sought to promote their realisation. Nehru’s vision of 
One World has a strong resonance today in a world that is riven by 
violence and conflict and witnessing the viral spread of extremist 
ideologies and fanaticism, even as the rapid advance of technology 
and the economics of globalisation render national or regional 
interventions both inadequate and ineffective. 

Nehru’s sensibilities as a political leader, but also as a humanist, 
was deeply influenced by terrifying and brutalising experience of 
the two World Wars and India’s own misery and oppression as a 
country under colonial rule. In his own mind, the predilection 
towards conflict and war was inherent in the competitive inter-State 
system brought into being by the Westphalian peace of the 1648. 
Imperialism and colonialism followed from this same inter-State 
system. Thus, he was convinced that the struggle against colonial 
rule and for national independence must go hand in hand with the 
dismantling of the Westphalian State system, if peace has to prevail 
and the independence of nations assured. Thus Nehru observed in 
the most categorical terms: 

“We shall have to put an end to nation states and devise a collectivism 
which neither degrades nor enslaves.” 

The idea of One World had been germinating in Nehru’s mind 
for several years during the period of India’s freedom struggle. It 
derived from his study of world history and India’s own history 
and its philosophical and spiritual traditions. In his interpretation, 

the Indian ideal of universal brotherhood or 
VasudevKutumbukam, the innate syncretism 
of its accommodative culture and the easy 
embrace of vast diversity with an underlying 
spiritual and cultural unity, all these were 
precisely the attributes that world must have 
to enable a new world order of free nations, 
living in peace and harmony with one 
another. But there was a more contemporary 
compulsion to promote One World. Nehru 
was ahead of his time in acknowledging 
that rapid and far-reaching technological change was blurring 
national and regional boundaries; that the world was shrinking 
into a shared neighbourhood and many of the challenges now 
facing countries could only be resolved in a spirit of collaboration. 
The dawn of the nuclear age further reinforced his commitment 
to One World; war was now unthinkable because it could lead to 
global annihilation. His dream for India was for a country at peace 
with itself, a democracy which guaranteed fundamental rights of 
the individual, allowed its citizens to pursue their own genius and 
a federation which gave expression to the ideal of unity amidst 
diversity. But Nehru also saw India’s quest as part of a global quest 
for peace and development. 

“And so we have to labour and to work, and work hard, to give reality 
to our dreams. These dreams are for India, but they are also for the 
world, for all the nations and people are too closely knit together 
today for any one of them to imagine that it can live apart. Peace 
has been said to be indivisible; so is freedom, so is prosperity now 
and so also is disaster in this One World that can no longer be split 
into isolated fragments.” 

As the world today struggles to cope with the forces of terrorism, 
with the spreading pandemic of Ebola, the persisting consequences 
of the global financial and economic crisis, the intensifying impact 
of global Climate Change and many more such trans-national 
challenges, Nehru’s words appear prophetic.

It was in the Quit India resolution of 8 August, 1942, passed by 
the Congress Working Committee, that Nehru spelt out in some 
detail, the idea of One World and what it may look like. He drew 
inspiration from Mahatma Gandhi’s own belief in and commitment 
to the principle of non-violence and the need to ensure that means 
and ends were morally aligned. Even though there was a realistic 
acknowledgement that the ideal of One World would be a long and 
arduous quest, it was argued that it must nevertheless be articulated 

nEhRu AnD ThE COnCEPT Of OnE wORLD - 
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as a vision to aspire to if the world was to escape from the cycle of 
hatred, fear and destruction. The resolution states: 

“The Committee is of the opinion that future peace, security and 
ordered progress of the world demand a world federation of free 
nations, and on no other basis can the problems of the world be 
solved. Such a federation would ensure the freedom of its constituent 
nations, the prevention of aggression and exploitation of one nation 
over another, the protection of national minorities, the advancement 
of all backward areas and peoples, and the pooling of the worlds’ 
resources for the common good of all. On the establishment of 
such a world federation, disarmament would be practicable in all 
countries, national armies, navies and air forces would no longer be 
necessary and a world federal defence force would keep the world 
peace and prevent aggression.” 

Having outlined the contours of the proposed world order and its 
institutional make-up, the resolution nevertheless recognised its 
current impracticability in a world still beset with a raging war: 

“The Committee regretfully recognises, however, despite the tragic 
and overwhelming lessons of the war and the perils that overhang 
the world, the Governments of few countries are yet prepared to 
take this inevitable step towards world federation.” 

India’s independence coincided with the efforts to build a post-
war international order to promote lasting peace and security. 
This provided Nehru with an opportunity to try and shape the 
United Nations as an initial building block of an eventual world 
federation. Despite some misgivings about various elements in 
the UN Charter, Nehru was an enthusiastic supporter of the new 
organisation, accepting the structure of the UN Security Council 
with its veto for permanent members as temporary detraction 
from the democratic principle. He welcomed the UN as a forum 
where independent nations could meet and deliberate on global 
issues as equals. Despite the overweening power and influence of 
some of its members, he believed that the UN represented world 
public opinion and that in itself was a factor of restraint. Under his 
leadership, India launched into a most active phase of international 
diplomacy, which remains unmatched to this day. From the time he 
headed the interim government in 1946 and throughout the decade 
of the nineteen fifties, India put in a remarkably intense and focused 
effort into promoting universal, rule-based systems and norms at the 
United Nations, which could eventually lead towards the One World 
envisaged by him. The early phase coincided with the framing of 
India’s own republican Constitution and Nehru consciously regarded 
this exercise as a template for the One World he had in mind. 

An important part of this exercise was the incorporation of 
fundamental human rights in the Indian Constitution, even while 
India led a diplomatic offensive at the UN for the negotiation and 
adoption of Covenants of Universal Human Rights. In their original 
form, these were to be implemented through the UN Security 
Council, but later the responsibility was assigned to the General 
Assembly. Due to East-West differences and mistrust and concerns 
over violations of national sovereignty, the idea of Covenants was 
initially given up in favour of a Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights though a Covenant was eventually adopted in 1966. But what 

is remarkable is the extent to which Nehru was willing to accept 
derogations from national sovereignty in order to promote his One 
World ideal. In his way of thinking, human rights of individuals, 
across national boundaries, had to be safeguarded and upheld by an 
international body in accordance with rules adopted by the comity 
of independent nations. Success in this endeavour could then be 
extended, step by step in other domains. 

In playing this advocacy role, Nehru was conscious of the enormous 
challenge of building consensus in a world already fractured into 
opposing ideological and military blocs. There was a pressing need 
to generate a world-wide movement which would transcend this 
expanding polarisation and enlarge the middle ground of peace 
and cooperation. Nehru worked for this on the regional and global 
tracks. A great believer in Asian resurgence and solidarity, he tried 
to mobilise the emerging countries of the continent in support of 
this ideal. At the Asian Relations Conference held in New Delhi 
in March 1947, Nehru said, “We have arrived at a stage in human 
affairs when the ideal of that “One World” or some kind of world 
federation seems to be essential though there may be many dangers 
and obstacles in the way. We should work for that ideal and not any 
grouping which comes in the way of this larger world group. We 
therefore support the United Nations structure which is painfully 
emerging from its infancy, but in order to have “One World” we 
must also in Asia think of the countries of Asia cooperating together 
for that larger ideal”. 

It is in these early years of India’s independence that the principle 
of non-alignment as the basis for India’s foreign policy began 
to emerge.In Nehru’s view,the only way in which India and the 
emerging countries could play the role of a reconciler, of a consensus 
and bridge-builder, was by keeping aloof from opposing ideological 
and military blocs. Non-alignment was a logical corollary. At the 
same time, Nehru did not want non-alignment to be interpreted in 
a negative sense. Thus, the five principles of Peaceful Coexistence 
or Panchsheel, which were adopted as part and parcel of the 
India-China agreement on Tibet in 1954 and elaborated at the 
Afro-Asian Conference at Bandung in 1955, became, along with 
non-alignment, the instruments to advance the cause of One World. 
Non-alignment meant the rejection of competing ideological and 
military blocs. Peaceful coexistence meant the active pursuit of 
peace and cooperation, while respecting ideological differences and 
social systems among nations. In 1957, Nehru’s influence reached 
its apogee when the General Assembly adopted by consensus, 
and transcending the Cold War divide, a resolution incorporating 
the principles of peaceful coexistence and the need for all States, 
members of the United Nations, to work together to actively 
strengthen international peace and develop cooperative relations. 

In 1961, Nehru joined Yugoslavia’s Tito, Egypt’s Nasser, Ghana’s 
Nkrumah and Cambodia’s Sihanouk to establish the Non-Aligned 
movement, which turned India’s own foreign policy choice into an 
international movement. Twenty five countries took part in that 
first Non-Aligned Summit in Belgrade in September, 1961. This was 
an important building block in Nehru’s conception of One World. 
It brought together the increasing number of newly independent 
countries into its fold, rejecting the Cold War and sharing a vision 
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of equitable and just international order, which recognised the 
indivisibility of peace and prosperity. The Non-Aligned movement 
was visualised as a powerful support to the United Nations, 
generating a moral force and international public opinion in favour 
of the One World ideal. It worked on the basis of principles which 
could, one day, characterise a new world order. 

Nehru did not believe that the One World which he visualised 
would be possible in the foreseeable future but he was convinced 
that overall historical trend was towards its realisation. He was also 
conscious of the fact that current geopolitical realities may compel 
India to adopt policies which appeared contradictory to its professed 
adherence to the principles on which a new world order must be 
built. However, even in these instances he declared, the ideal must 
not be lost sight of and faith in its eventual realisation must remain 
undiminished. 

In a speech to the U.S. House of Representatives on October 13, 
1949, Nehru spelt this out in some detail: 

“We have to achieve freedom and defend it. We have to meet 
aggression and resist it and the force employed must be adequate 
to the purpose. But even when preparing to resist aggression, the 
ultimate objective, the objective of peace and reconciliation must 
never be lost sight of and heart and mind must be attuned to this 
supreme aim and not swayed or clouded by hatred and fear.” 

This nuanced distinction was always going to be difficult to maintain 
in practice and the Chinese attack against India in 1962 led Nehru 
himself to revise his views in significant ways. Confronted with what 
was then considered an existential crisis for the country, Nehru 
implicitly criticised his earlier advocacy of the One World concept 
in words of considerable sorrow and disillusionment: 

“We were living in a world of illusion…We were getting out of touch 
with reality in the modern world and living in an artificial world of 
our own creation. We have been shocked out of it.”

Perhaps the unexpected and traumatic turn of events may have 
swung the pendulum too far in reverse than may have been 
warranted but the fact is that the advocacy of One World soon lost 
its drive and energy thereafter and has been rarely articulated by 
any world leader after Nehru. What is noteworthy is that even while 
the One World concept receded into the background, some the 
building blocks that Nehru put in place to promote its realisation 
did survive and gain strength in the succeeding years. The Asian 
resurgence which he considered indispensable to the remaking of 
the world order is a reality even though it may be remaking the 
world in ways Nehru may not have been comfortable with. The Non-
Aligned Movement survives as a pale shadow in the post-Cold War 
era but its rhetoric still resonates among developing countries across 
the world. India may now call itself multi-aligned or strategically 
autonomous but the fact is that few Indians would be comfortable 
with the idea of their country as a junior partner in a military alliance 
or acqueising to the hegemony of another power. This is a part of 
Nehru’s legacy as is a continuing commitment to multilateralism 
as a means of safeguarding and promoting India’s interests. What 
is missing is the larger frame and world view in which Nehru tried 
to locate India’s pursuit of its interests. Manu Bhagavan in his very 

informative study entitled The Peacemakers, points to a very telling 
political action taken in the aftermath of 1962, the adoption of the 
16th amendment in 1963 to the Indian Constitution. As Bhagavan 
points out, the amendment retroactively added “specific language 
throughout the document to preserve and maintain the sovereignty 
and integrity of India.” This objective now assumed priority over 
any other objective. The Westphalian state which Nehru had tried 
to move away from had reasserted itself. 

Was Nehru a romantic idealist who exposed India to avoidable 
dangers in the pursuit of an unattainable One World ?

Does the idea of One World hold any contemporary relevance ? 

Is there any merit in revisiting the ideal of One World as articulated 
by Nehru to refocus international attention on current global 
challenges and the need for collaborative responses to tackle them ? 

These are the questions which we need to answer today in reassessing 
Nehru’s place in history. 

While Nehru himself chose to abandon the pursuit of One World 
as unrealistic in the wake of Chinese aggression against India 
there were other causes for the India-China conflict. There was a 
fundamental misreading of Chinese perceptions concerning India 
after the Tibetan revolt of 1959 and the grant of asylum to His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama in India. What were till then only border 
skirmishes to improve ground positions in advance of an eventual 
border settlement, took on a strategic character thereafter in Chinese 
perceptions. Indian actions at the border were increasingly regarded 
as a deliberate effort to undermine Chinese control over Tibet. This 
was also the period when Chairman Mao reasserted his supreme 
authority over the Party and the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
after having been sidelined over the massive failures of the ill-
conceived Great Leap Forward (1959-61). From about August 1962 
it was he who was directly leading the policy on India and it is he 
who decided that the perceived Indian danger to Chinese control 
over Tibet had to be eliminated through a massive and debilitating 
attack on Indian forces across the border. These signals were missed 
by Nehru and his civilian and military officials who were convinced 
that the skirmishes would never escalate into a full scale war. If 
Nehru had been alert and analysed the situation carefully after the 
changed environment post-1959, India may have been in a better 
position to deal with the Chinese threat. This was certainly a failure 
of leadership on his part but had little to do with his advocacy of 
One World which was in any case conceived of as a long term goal 
not a current prescription. The advocacy of One World became a 
casualty of 1962.It was not its cause. Perhaps if Nehru had lived 
longer he may have recovered his faith in the ideal which to him 
was the future to aspire for. We will never know because he died in 
1964 tortured by a sense of having failed his country and people. 
His advocacy of One World was sound and rooted in the rapidly 
changing global reality which the Westphalian state system could 
no longer deal with. It was unfortunate that the concept became 
suspect after the India-China war and the almost coincidental 
Cuban missile crisis, which brought the threat of a nuclear war 
terrifyingly close. In fact, on closer analysis, both pointed to the 
need for a restraining and reconciling entity that could prevent and 
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mediate such threats to international peace and security, an entity 
that could only be a kind of world federation which transcended 
the existing inter-state system. 

Does the concept of One World have any contemporary relevance 
and can it help find answers to some of the pressing global 
challenges humanity confronts today ? 

It was pointed out earlier that Nehru was ahead of his time in 
recognising that technological and economic change had thrown 
up challenges that were no longer amenable to purely national 
solutions. He also recognised that nations were likely to be impacted 
by forces beyond their control, no matter how rich and powerful 
they were. The threat of nuclear war was one such new reality, but it 
was also true that it would be impossible to sustain the prosperity of 
the few in a sea of dehumanising poverty. Nations could no longer 
insulate themselves from what was happening outside their borders 
and it was only through collaborative efforts could such challenges 
be met. If we look at the world around us, Nehru’s characterisation 
of the new world is now apparent in a much more compelling 
manifestation. In the past half a century and more the salience 
of global and cross-cutting issues has been rising relentlessly. An 
Ebola virus infecting a handful of people in a remote African 
village threatens to become a global pandemic. Global Climate 
Change threatens the entire planet with an ecological disaster and 
national and regional actions are inadequate. Sectarian conflicts and 
terrorism are no longer confined within boundaries of sovereign 
states and those who seek to extract some short term gain by 
sponsoring such inimical forces are now being consumed by them. 
There are successes too, in some respects. After all ,older pandemics 
like small-pox and polio have been mostly eradicated through 
collaborative efforts among states. The danger from the depletion of 
the earth’s ozone layer was met through commendable cooperation 
among states. Both successes and failures point to the urgent need 
to devise institutions and processes which align the pursuit of 
national interests with the interests of humanity as a whole. Even 
if it is premature to talk of a world government, some platform 
for enabling global responses to global challenges is essential and 
this will inevitably require some derogation from the principle of 
absolute sovereignty that underlies the current state system. This 
is inherent in the Human Rights Covenant finally adopted in 1993 
and the later principle of Right to Protect. However, it has to be 
admitted that these have been often implemented selectively and 
even as instruments of realpolitik rather than in defense of the 
weak and vulnerable. 

Most cross-cutting challenges we confront today cannot be dealt 
with through mechanisms that are inherent in an inter-state 
system. These mechanisms entail negotiations wherein each state 
endeavours to concede as little as possible and extract as much 
advantage as it can. Such negotiating dynamics can at best yeild 
a least common denominator result when what we often need is 
a maximal cooperative effort. The Climate emergency that we 
face today is a case in point as is the ongoing global financial and 
economic crisis. In tackling its own apparently domestic crisis 
each country is pursuing policies which cumulatively make the 
global crisis worse. Take another example from the new cyber 

inteRnAtionAl conFeRence on Pt nehRu

domain. It is an indispensable domain to virtually all human and 
economic activity and yet it remains anarchic. Cyber security has 
become a most pressing concern and yet there is hardly any effort 
towards setting internationally accepted norms and rules of the 
game. The UN would have been the logical place to attempt such 
efforts but the general trend is towards marginalising the UN rather 
than empowering it. Nehru died before the age of information 
technology and the internet. Yet he was remarkably prescient in 
visualising a world in which technological change would render 
the prevailing system of sovereign states increasingly incapable 
of tackling emerging challenges. Therefore his conception of One 
World does have a strong resonance today and deserves to be 
revisited and refined in the light of recent developments. 

Why did Nehru believe that his country India was uniquely placed 
to champion the idea of One World? His study of Indian history 
and philosophy convinced him that India was a cosmopolitan 
culture, created layer upon layer, by its location at the cross-roads 
of the caravan routes from Central Asia and the maritime routes 
both East and West of peninsular India. India had, like other 
ancient civilisations, its ups and downs in history, but had never 
lost its sense of identity . The emergence of India as an independent 
country, Nehru was convinced, provided a historic opportunity 
to help reshape the world using principles derived from India’s 
philosophical and spiritual legacy. 

There is a certain revisionism one witnesses today casting doubt 
on Nehru’s love for India and his dreams for her future. There is a 
lack of appreciation of the very significant contributions he made 
to nation building in India and to the cause of international peace 
and security in a period fraught with many risks and vulnerabilities. 
We need to assess his legacy within the specific context of the 
period of history in which he lived and held the reins of leadership. 
We should desist from putting on his shoulders the baggage of 
subsequent history. I wish to end with a quote from Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s Discovery of India, which is a most eloquent tribute to 
his mother country but also a most perceptive description of its 
civilisational quality: 

“And yet India with all her poverty and degradation had enough of 
nobility and greatness about her and though she was overburdened 
with ancient tradition and present misery, and her eyelids were a 
little weary, she had a beauty wrought from within upon the flesh, 
the deposit, little cell by cell, of strange thoughts and fantastic 
reveries and exquisite passions. Behind and within her battered 
body one could glimpse a majesty of soul. Through long ages she 
had travelled and gathered much wisdom on the way, and trafficked 
with strangers and added them to her own big family and witnessed 
days of glory and of decay and suffered humiliations and terrible 
sorrow, and seen many a strange sight; but throughout her long 
journey she had clung to her immemorial culture, drawn strength 
and vitality from it, and shared it with other lands.”

Words to remember as we honour the memory of an extraordinary 
human being, statesman and a fine leader of his people. v

Author is a former Secretary, Government of India



Congress sandesh | 39 |  deCember 2014

Gandhi. This was such a phase when the old and regressive forces of the country were 
at loggerhead with the progressive forces. In this campaign Indira Gandhi led the 
progressive side and finally the progressive side emerged victorious. In April 1969, 
the then President of the Congress in the Faridabad Session Shri Nijalingappa, there 
was an open revolt against the progressive assumptions, new economic thinking and 
socialist thought of the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi by the orthodox 
and conservative thinking. On 12th November, 1969, in the Working Committee 
of the Syndicate under the Presidentship of Nijalingappa, a decision was taken to 
expel Indira Gandhi from the Congress, but their plan did not fructify. The younger 
generation with modern thinking believed in the leadership of Indira Gandhi. Indiraji 
felt that to fight against poverty, unemployment and disparities, the system of the 
Congress has to be changed. She urged the Congressmen that they change their style 
of working and make the people working in fields, factories and the labourers feel 
that the struggle for socialism was their own.

During 1977-78 many stalwarts of the Congress left Indiraji and joined the ruling 
Janta Party, but the general workers of the Congress still had their trust only on 
Indiraji. On 2nd January, 1978 history was re-written and the Congress once again 
split. Taking a farsighted step, Smt. Indira Gandhi formed a new party (Congress-I) 
and the people of the country felt that Congress-I was the original Congress and 
showed their trust in the leadership of Indiraji. Thus, the Congress Party, divided 
for the second time, emerged with a new vigour and enthusiasm to attain power. 
Indiraji joined the Congress with the hope and expectations of the common man. She 
gave a new shape and energy to the Congress. Till her last breadth with a pledge to 
serve the nation, Indiraji laid down her life for the unity and integrity of the country.

After Smt. Indira Gandhi, Shri Rajiv Gandhi took control of the Congress. Rajiv 
Gandhi was a committed leader for the all-round development of India and made 
constructive efforts for fast development. The personality of Rajiv Gandhi was huge. 
The interest of the nation was the prime part of his thinking. The feeling of secularism 
was in his character. The philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, the ideals of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and the farsightedness of Smt. Indira Gandhi were in his thoughts. 
The development of India was his agenda, and a developed India was his dream.

The emergence of Smt. Sonia Gandhi in the horizon of Indian politics was at such 
a tough time, when it was a period of unstable governments, the fascist forces were 
gaining strength and the Congress Party was scattering. Soniaji dedicated herself in 
saving and cultivating the legacy of Gandhiji, Indiraji and the sacrifice of Rajivji and for 
the service of the nation. By the influence of her tireless working and extra-ordinary 
personality once again brought Congress back into power in the country. Reaching 
the pinnacle of power, she on hearning the voice of her conscious, renunciated the 
post of the Prime Minister and set a matchless example for Indian politics.

In the last Lok Sabha elections the BJP misguided the innocent people by giving false 
slogans and hollow promises. The reality of those promises are slowly coming in the 
open and this government has just become a U-turn government. It is the need today 
to bring back Congress to its past glory, introspection of the present position and 
think about the bright future, so that Congress re-emerges with a new form and with 
a new energy. Our pledge is firm, our direction is clear and our intention is strong. 
We have to go among the people with this self-confidence. In the coming time we 
shall have the support of all class of people of the society with our policies, ideals 
and programmes. All Congressmen have to adopt this pledge, so that the Congress 
flag can once again be unfurled in the country. v

(The writer is a senior leader and former Union Minister of State)

COnGRESS fOunDATIOn DAY: 28Th DECEmBER

... continued from page 34... continued from page 33

As President of the Constituent Assembly, he 
guided and regulated its proceedings with 
utmost firmness, infinite patience, incisive 
intellect and abundant grace. He always 
permitted members to have a free, frank and 
full discussion on issues before them and 
won the appreciation of every section of the 
House for his leadership qualities, objectivity 
and impartiality. When the Constitution 
was finally adopted on 26 November 1949, 
Rajendra Prasad, in his characteristic humility, 
heartily congratulated all the members of the 
Constituent Assembly for accomplishing the 
stupendous task of framing the Constitution.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad was unanimously elected 
as the provisional President of India on 24 
January 1950, the penultimate day of the last 
session of the Constituent Assembly. He took 
the oath of office on 26 January 1950. It was 
indeed a rare honour that the person who 
presided over the Constitution· making body 
was also given the equally challenging task 
of defending, protecting and preserving the 
Constitution. In 1952, he was elected as the first 
President of the Republic of India and was re-
elected as the President of India for the second 
term in 1957. 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad was a litterateur in his 
own right. Besides Hindi, he was well-versed in 
Sanskrit, Urdu, Persian and English. He wrote 
a number of books in English and Hindi, apart 
from editing a few newspapers. In the early 
1920s, he took up the editing of a Hindi weekly 
Desh and an English biweekly, Searchlight. He 
also authored several books including India 
Divided, Rajendra Prasad-Autobiography and 
At the Feet of Mahatma Gandhi.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad relinquished the office 
of the President of India in 1962, an office 
which he had adorned for 12 long years and 
shifted to an Ashram in Patna. He spent the 
remaining part of his life in its peaceful and 
quiet surroundings and passed away on 28 
February 1963. 

In recognition of the yeoman’s service rendered 
by this illustrious son of India, Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad was conferred the Bharat Ratna, the 
nation’s highest civilian award, in 1963. v

130Th BIRTh AnnIvERSARY Of  
DR. RAJEnDRA PRASAD
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A Congressman from Silchar (Assam), 
Shri Nilotpal Chaudhury belongs to a 
family, active in Congress since 1920 (3 
generations). He has also been with the 
Indian National Tea Plantation Workers’ 
Federation.

Q. how did you get initiated in the 
Gandhian  congress principles? 

A. My family was active in the Congress 
movement since 1920. I was very close to 
my grandfather Shri Nishikant Chaudhury, 
a freedom fighter. Since childhood I 
participated in meetings with him when 
senior Congressmen came and also joined 
my father Dr. Nalinaksha Chaudhury in his 
social work.

Q. When did you become an activist of the congress party?

A. While studying B.Com in College. I contested for “Chhatra 
Parishad”, the then Congress students’ wing, on the advice of Shri 
Mazarul Haq. Several students joined the party.

Q. Which is the most memorable incident/time for you as a 
congressman?

A. When Shri Govind Vallabh Pant and Shri Sanjeeva Reddy came 
to Silchar. I was always accompanying my grandfather when he met 
them and in the meetings. I gradually started understanding the 
Congress ideology and its principles. What impressed me most was 
the fact that Congress was always striving for unity in diversity, a 
nation united across religious, linguistic and ethnic lines.

Q. What was the role of congress in nation building?

A. Every development in each field we see today is due to the 
initial steps of the Congress. It united the nation and it was this 
unity that gave India the strength to build from scratch. After 
independence, India had two paths to choose from, the capitalistic 
way of the USA and the communist way of Russia. Under Nehruji’s 
guidance Congress took the middle path, proceeding fast towards 
development and emerging as a leader, building a strong nation.

Q. What differences do you find in congress now since then?

A. Earlier, issues were discussed at every level starting from 
grassroot and district levels. Action plans emerged out of these. 

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the grass-root workers of the Congress 
Party. The first such interview was published in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

InTERvIEw wITh A DEDICATED COnGRESSPERSOn
Shri Nilotpal Chaudhury is a Gandhian Congressman from Assam.

- Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla

The grassroot workers felt involved and 
encouraged for further positive actions. This 
involvement of the people is not there. Not 
only our party, but all parties today resemble 
more a corporate house.

Q. What actions do you suggest to be taken 
up for re-strengthening the congress?

A. Grassroots workers should be involved 
more in party activities. We should go 
directly to the masses, talk about and explain 
issues, become an instrument to propagate 
the people’s voice. Smt. Indira Gandhi went 
directly to the people about nationalization 
of banks and won Lok Sabha elections with 
a thumping majority. Social media should 

be used much more. Women should be involved more, women 
are a strong voice in the family. Democratic awareness should be 
brought more to village women.

Q. how to attract the youth?

A. Youth are idealistic, not yet having learned adjustment by 
diluting issues. Hence it is important to take up programmes on 
basic issues that make them believe in the sincerity. The problems 
the youth face should be tackled like social work.

Q. What are the basic qualities of a true congress person?

A. Speaking the truth and straight-forward talk.

Q. Who is your ideal person?

A. Smt. Indira Gandhi. She upheld and strengthened our unity in 
diversity. Also, she proved she was a lady of real substance with 
an iron will.

Q. in the present scenario, democratic principles are in danger. 
What are these dangers and how to eliminate them?

A. Unity in diversity is our strength and that is what democracy is 
all about. Petty interests are breaking it. Achievements and modus-
operandi of democratic practices are being shown as achievements/
practices of these interests. It is very necessary to educate the people 
about reality.

Q. What are your interests other than the congress?

A. Trade unions- farmers; and writing. I edit two newspapers. v
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ANDMAN AND 
NICOBAR

Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru
Port Blair: The 125th birth anniversary 
of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru was celebrated 
at Gandhi Bhavan, Port Blair on 14th 
November, 2014. At the outset, the PCC 
President Kuldeep Rai Sharma garlanded 
the portrait of the former Prime Minister 
followed by floral tribute by all the leaders, 
PRI Members workers and supporters. 

In his brief speech, Shri Kuldeep stated that 
125th Anniversary will be an occasion for 
all to recall his struggle and contribution 
and also to reaffirm our commitment to 
the principles espoused by Pt. Nehru. He 
was a visionary leader, global statesman, 
institution builder and a profound humanist 
who blended imagination with intense 
pragmatism. Pt. Nehru was a stalwart of 
India’s freedom struggle, who believed 
in standing up for human dignity and 
freedom. As the PM, he laid the foundation 
of a modern India, a democratic nation 
based on secular ideals. He held enormous 
compassion for the poor and also believed 
that science and technology would truly 

enable the emergence of a modern, National 
outlook.

Tributes paid to Indiraji
Port Blair: Remembering the Iron Lady, 
Bharat Ratna Smt. Indira “Priyadarshini” 
Gandhi, the Prime Minister of India, a great 

patriot, recipient of Jawaharlal Nehru award 
for international understanding and Lenin 
Peace Prize, PCC President Kuldeep Rai 
Sharma garlanded her portrait followed by 
floral tribute by the leaders and supporters 
of INC in a function organized at Gandhi 
Bhavan on 19th November, 2014 on her 
97th birth anniversary. Briefing of the noble 
works done for the people of India and the 
country, Kuldeep also said that she was a 
woman of courage.

BIHAR
Tributes to  

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru
Patna: Bihar Pradesh Congress Committee 
paid tributes to Pt. Nehru and celebrated 
the 125th Birth Anniversary of Jawaharlal 
Nehruji with pomp and show here on 14th 
November, 2014.

Remembrance function was held at the 

Sadaqat Ashram and all Congressmen 
participated in the function. Flowers were 
offered to the photo of Nehruji and 125 
balloons were released in the air.

On this occasion Pradesh Congress 
President, Dr. Ashok Chaudhary honoured 
senior leaders who were inclined with 
the Nehruvian thoughts. Those who were 
honoured were Late Shri Prof. Sidheshwar 
Prasad, Baleshwar Ram, Smt. Uma Pandey, 
Gandhian Rozi Ahmad, Shri Sadanand 
Singh and former state Governor, Shri 
Nikhil Kumar.

Shri Siddheshwar Prasad criticized the BJP 
for their thinking of having India sans the 
Congress and said that if they have this 
feeling that could once again push India 
into slavery. Congress is in the blood of the 
Indian people and their can never be India 
sans Congress. 

Tributes paid to  
Smt. Indira Gandhi

Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister 
Smt. Indira Gandhi on her 97th Birth 
Anniversary here on 19th November, 2014 
under the Pradesh Congress President, Dr. 
Ashok Chaudhary.

Shri Chaudhary garlanded the statue of 
Indiraji in the garden of Sadaqat Ashram 
and spoke about her service for the nation.

Shri Chaudhary said that Indira Gandhi was 
a world renowned leader and she made the 
Non-Aligned Movement stronger which was 
started by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. He added 
that Indiraji worked for the upliftment of 
the poor and the downtrodden.

CHHATTISGARH
Tributes to Nehruji, Indiraji  

21 operated for split lips
Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Handicap Department paid tributes to Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi on 
their birth anniversaries. 

A free medical camp was organized to 
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treat children with split lips. The camp 
was held on 14th November in which 21 
children were operated by Dr. Kalra. The 
camp concluded on the birth anniversary 
of Indiraji on 19th November, 2014.

The camp was organized by Handicap 
Department Chairman, Shri Mahender 
Kochhar. At the start of the camp, tributes 
were paid to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and Smt. 
Indira Gandhi by garlanding their photos.

The camp was held under the directive of 
Dr. Chrandas Mahant, Shri Bhpesh Baghel, 
Shri T.S. Singhdeo and Shri Girish Devgun.

The camp was held at Kalra Nursing Home 
and all those who were operated at the camp 
were Afroze, Timashwar, Hipash, Punika, 
Bhuneshwar, Ramateen, Chaman Kumar, 
Muskan, Narayan, Aakash, Shanker, Nanki, 
Domu, Puran Devgun, Parshuran Kashyap, 
Shivamali, Poorva, Shri Poojari and Chetan.

Shri Vijay Chopra, Mukesh Shah, Prakash 
Poojara, Mahavir Malu, Vijay Bhattacharya 
and Bhavesh Soni helped in the camp.

Mashaal Rally against 
vasectomy deaths

Raipur: Thousand of people participated 
in the mashal rally organized by the 
City Congress to show the anger against 
the deaths of women operated upon for 
vasectomy in the Government hospitals.

The rally was also a mark of condolence to 
those dead and to object to Raman Singh 

Government for not showing seriousness in 
carrying out the operations in which many 
innocent lives were lost.

The City Congress has urged the Chief 
Minister to punish the guilty and give 
immediate relief to the relatives of those 
dead and all help to all those who have been 
hospitalized with serious problems.

DAMAN AND DIU
Tributes paid to  

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru
Daman: The Daman and Diu Pradesh 
Congress paid tributes to Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru on his 125th birth anniversary 
here on 14th November, 2014. The birth 
anniversary was celebrated as the Children’s 
Day and a three-day function was held.

The function was held to educate the children 

about the democratic traditions followed 
by Pt. Nehruji. Cultural Programme and 
competitions by the children were held.

Pradesh President, Shri Vishal Tandon 
garlanded the photo of Pt. Nehruji and paid 
tributes to the great leader.

Also present were Shri Vishnubhai 
Damania, Shri Ibrahimbhai Shiliwala, 
Master Dhruv Patel, Shri Mehaboobbhai 
Kadni, Shri Satishbhai Modasia, Shri 
Keshavbhai Tandel, Shri Dhirubhai Ghodi, 
Smt. Bakhtawar Todiwala, Smt. Hansaben 
Thakur, Shri Bauddin Baig, Shri Mahesh 
Bagu, Smt. Phalguniben with others.

DELHI
DPCC protest against  

Jhuggi demolitions
new Delhi: After the visit of Congress 

Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi to 
the Rangpuri Pahari on 28th November, 
2014 where over 500 jhuggis were razed 
by the Forest Department of the Delhi 
Administration at the behest of the BJP, 
the Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee has 

decided to not only resist the demolition of 
jhuggi clusters in Delhi, but the Congress 
leaders and workers would also go to jail on 
the issue, if the need arose. The Congress 
Party has also decided to wage a do-or-
die battle against the razing of jhuggis in 
the Capital, the removal of rehri-patri 
and khomcha wallas and on the issue of 
unauthorized colonies.

Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee 
president Shri Arvinder Singh, senior leader 
Shri Haroon Yusuf and chief spokesperson 
Shri Mukesh Sharma, addressing a press 
conference at the DPCC office, Rajiv 
Bhawan here on 28th November, announced 
that a 24-hour helpline of the party would 
function to tackle this matter. The helpline 
No is: +91 8595595595.

Shri Arvinder Singh said on the one 
hand, the Government was talking about 
constructing night shelters for the poor, 
while on the other hand, JJ clusters were 
being razed to render the poor people 
homeless, forcing them to live in the open 
at the mercy of the vagaries of the winter 
chill. He said the BJP was against those 
living in the JJ clusters and the rehri-patri 
and khomcha wallas, and whenever the BJP 
came to power in Delhi, the poor people 
became the victims of its high-handedness. 
He said the Rangpuri Pahari jhuggis 
were demolished as part of a carefully 
orchestrated conspiracy, adding that moves 
were also afoot by the administration to 
raze down other jhuggi camps in Delhi. 
Shri Arvinder Singh warned the Delhi 
Administration that if any other JJ Cluster 

neWs
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was demolished by the Administration, 
the Congress leaders would stop the bull 
dozers, and if needed, would also court 
arrest and go to jail. He said all development 
works in the unauthorized colonies in Delhi 
had been halted, and no one was bothering 
about it.

Shri Haroon Yusuf and Shri Mukesh 
Sharma said it was evident from the silence 
of Shri Arvind Kejriwal at the demolition of 
the JJ Clusters that the Aam Aadmi Party 
was silent conspirators in the demolition 
of the JJ clusters. Both the leaders said 
that Shri Arvind Kejriwal, busy collecting 
money from people, had not even bothered 
to meet the affected people from the JJ 
clusters. They said the BJP and the AAP 
were making all efforts to uproot over 25 
lakh people living in the JJ clusters, but the 
Congress party would not allow their plan 
to succeed. They said the Congress Party 
has directed all the local leaders to rush 
to where such demolitions were taking 
place, and protest against such acts, and be 
prepared to make major sacrifices.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Tributes paid to Pt. Nehruji

solan: City Congress Sewa Dal paid 
tributes to the first Prime Minister of India 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on his 125th Birth 

Anniversary here on 14th November, 2014.

The function was held at the Solan Children’s 
Park where the statue of Nehruji was 
garlanded by the Congressmen. Congress 
leaders spoke about Nehruji and recalled 
his services for the nation. Congressmen 
also pledged to follow the path shown by 
Nehruji.

Those who paid tributes included Hari 
Mohan Sharma, Malti Sharma, Usha 
Sharma, Mahila Congress General Secretary, 
Jyotisana Thakur, Sushil Chaudhary, 
Rahul Thakur, District President, Kanwar 
Valeram, Jagmohan Malhotra, Ramesh 
Thakur, Kulrashi Panth, Jatin Sahani, Shiv 
Kumar, Manoj Gupta, Dr. Kailash Parashar, 
Ajay Sharma.

Former MLA, Maj. Mohini with all the 
youth distributed sweets among the 
gathering.

Floral tributes paid to Indiraji
solan: The Himachal Pradesh Congress 
Sewa Dal paid tributes to former Prime 
Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi on her birth 

anniversary here on 19th November, 2014.

Congressmen offered flowers and garlanded 
the photograph of Smt. Indiraji and pledged 
to follow on her path. Minister for Social 
Justice and Welfare Dr. (Col.) Dhaniram 
Shandil and Pradesh’s Senior Organizer, 
Shri Hari Mohan Sharma, Solan City 
Congress President, Shri Jatin Sahani 
and Solan Block Treasurer, Shri Sushil 
Chaudhary paid tributes to Indiraji.

Large number of Youth Congress members 
and of the Mahila Congress participated in 
the function.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Bal Diwas Celebrated

Jammu: Congress Seva Dal celebrated 
childrens day on 14th November, 2014 at 
Samba District Seva Dal office on the eve 
of 125th birth anniversary of Pt. Jawahar 
Lal Nehru, first prime minister of India, 

under the chairmanship of Shri Balvinder 
Singh Sambyal, state chairperson Congress 
Seva Dal J&K.

While addressing the Seva Dal workers, 
Shri B.S.Sambyal highlighted the role of 
Pt. Nehru and said that Bal Divas was 
started and celebrated by first PM of 
India and till date Congress Seva Dal and 
other are celebrating this. Shri Sambyal 
said the childhood is a great moment in 
the life of every  person which should be 
given a right path to become successful 
in the future as prosperity of the nation, 
because without the right direction they 
may miss living a good life and this can be 
done only by giving a right education, care 
and health awareness and way to progress. 

On this Bal Divas Congress Seva Dal 
leaders look the pledge to adopt the path 
shown by Pt. J.L. Nehru ji and Sambyal 
said that Seva Dal launched a mass 
awareness programme in every district 
to avoid drug ediction by the youth and 
persist any kind of child abuse by giving 
them healthy environment. 

Those who attended were Dimple Sambyal, 
M.L. Rao, Pardeep Singh, Ankush Sharma, 
Raj Kumar, Ashok Kumar and Mohan 
and others.

Tributes paid to  
Smt. Indira Gandhi 

Jammu: Congress Seva Dal celebrated birth 
anniversary of Smt. Indira Gandhi, former 
Prime Minister of India at Gandhi Nagar, 
Jammu on 19th November, 2014 under the 
Chairmanship of Balvinder Singh Sambyal, 
state president Congress Seva Dal J&K. 

In his tribute Shri Sambyal described Indira 
Gandhi as a dynamic personality who led 
the progress and prosperity, who led the 
nation to make it rich in the category of 
advanced countries  of the world in the field 
of modern science and technology. Shri B.S. 
Sambyal said that best way to pay tributes 
to the great leader is to fulfill her dream 
about making India the most advanced and 
developed country of the world.

Shri Samybal said Indira Ji was a great 
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statesman and parliamentarian who 
tirelessly worked for the party and 
strengthened it at the grass root level and 
sacrificed herself for upholding its sovernity 
and integrity. Those who attended the 
meeting were S.S Jamwal, Dimple Sambyal, 
Pardeep, Daljeet Singh, M.L. Rao, Variender 
Sharma, Sashi Bhagat, Avinash Singh, Ravi 
Kumar, Surinder Manhas, Kewal Singh.

MADHYA PRADESH
Tributes paid to  
Lala Lajpatrai

Jabalpur: City Congress Committee 
paid tributes to freedom fighter Lala 
Lajpatrai on his death anniversary here on 
17th November, 2014 at the Baldevbagh 
Congress office. Flowers were offered to 

his photograph and two-minute silence 
was also kept.

On the occasion a debate was organized 
and City Congress President, Shri Dinesh 
Yadav, Sewa Dal Chief Organizer, Shri 
Jhallelal Jain, Mahila Congress President, 
Smt. Rekha Vinod Jain, Indira Pathak 
Tiwari, Subhash Viswas and Sailesh Rathore 
addressed the gathering. They all spoke 
about how Lalaji objected to the Simon 
Commission and how he was injured fatally 
by the British police.

Other present on the occasion were Kamlesh 
Rawat, Rajiv Tiwari, Hari Tiwari, Babloo 
Namdev, Vikas vishwakarma, P.P. Patel, 
Vishnu Vinodia, Rahul Chaubey, Anand 
Namdev, Rajesh Tiwari, Bhagwandas Patel, 
Ravi Gupta, Md. Akbar Khan, Rammal 
Vishwakarma, Manoj Namdev, Rohit 

Yadav, Vivek Kushwaha, Birju Kushwaha 
and Bantu Sharma. Rajiv Tiwari organized 
the debate.

PUNJAB
BJP should explain alliance 

with “looteras”: Bajwa
chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President, Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, on 18th 
November, 2014 called upon the Bharatiya 
Janata Party to explain its alliance with the 
“looteras” in Punjab. He said this dubious 
description had been used by the Akali Dal 

and the senior BJP leader and thrice MP 
Shri Navjot Singh Sidhu who was party’s 
star campaigner in Haryana during the 
recent Assembly elections.

“This serious allegation levelled by a 
person of the stature of Shri Sidhu just 
cannot be wished away by the BJP which 
has five ministers in the Parkash Singh 

Badal cabinet. The BJP must tell the people 
whether its ministers too share this title that 
their own party leader has bestowed upon 
the Akalis”, he added.

The PPCC chief said earlier, the allegations 
like that of drug and liquor mafia against 
the Akali leaders were being levelled by the 
district level leaders. Now the situation was 
different as a leader who had been thrice 
MP from Amritsar had castigated the Akalis 
by using this word which can be translated 

only as robbers.

Either the BJP should tell what action the 
party proposed to take action against its 
senior leader or admit it was also sharing 
this loot. He said what was all the more 
serious that he levelled this allegation after 
the Akali Dal lodged a formal complaint 
against Shri Sidhu yesterday to the state 
party chief, Shri Kamal Sharma. Earlier in 
the day yesterday, Shri Sidhu had mocked at 
the Akali slogan of “Raj Nahin Sewa” saying 
in practice, it was “Raj Nahin Mewa” by 
which he had attacked the rulers for using 
political powers to fill their own coffers. He 
had said it was just 10 per cent sewa and 90 
per cent mewa.

Shri Bajwa said either the BJP should stop 
befooling the people or come out of the 
government.

S. Partap Singh Bajwa said this while on his 
two day’s tour to Jalandhar during which 
he addressed a number of meeting on the 
first day. He was accompanied by Shri 
Avtar Henry Ex-Minister, Shri Rajinder 
Bery President DCC Jalandhar Urban, S. 
Navtej Singh Cheema MLA & President 
DCC Kapurthala, Shri Virender Sharma 
Chairman Training Department PPCC, 
Shri Rajinder Singh Rana Randhawa, S. 
Manjit Singh Saroya, S. Satnam Singh Bitta, 
Shri Kanwar Harpreet Singh Secretaries 
PPCC, Shri Jagdish Raja, Shri Kamaljit 
Singh Kahlon, Shri Arun Sharma MCs and 
district leaders.  

Tributes paid to Indira 
Gandhi

chandigarh: Birth Anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Late Smt. Indira Gandhi 
was celebrated in Punjab Congress Bhawan 

on 19th November, 2014. Floral tributes 
were offered at the portrait of Smt. Indira 
Gandhi by Pradesh Congress General 

neWs
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Secretary Smt. Lakhwinder Kaur Garcha, 
Shri Surinder Gupta Former President 
District Congress Committee Faridkot, S. 
Paramjit Singh Randhawa Secretary PPCC, 
S. Gurpartap Singh Mann, Secretary PPCC, 
S. Gurwinder Singh Bali, Secretary PPCC, 
S. Jang Bahadur Singh, General Secretary 
S.C. Department PPCC, Shri Lakha Ram 
Davesar, Chairman Bazigar Cell PPCC, 
Shri Jagdish Bhola and other workers paid 
glowing tributes to the great leader.

Smt. Garcha recalled the great services and 
sacrifice of Smt. Gandhi in the service of 
the nation. She pointed out, the Congress 
in general and the Nehru-Gandhi family 
in particular had laid down unparalleled 
sacrifices for safeguarding the unity and 
integrity of the country. She pointed out, 
besides Smt. Gandhi, her son Rajiv Gandhi 
also laid down his life for safeguarding the 
unity and integrity of the country.

Remembering her contribution for 
strengthening the economic and military 
power of the country speakers counted her 
achievements in Bangladesh war against 
Pakistan, the first atomic explosion of 
Pokhran in 1974 and the green revolution 
of early seventies which will echo in the 
corridors of history forever.

TAMILNADU
Tributes to Nehruji

thoothukudi: Congressmen, led by 

Tamilnadu Congress Vice-President, Shri 
APCV Shanmugam, paid tributes to Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehruji on his 125th birth 
anniversary here on 14th November, 2014.

Badminton match for the children was 
organized on the eve and the winners were 
given prizes. The function was presided 
over by Ward Councillor, Shri S. Chandra 

Bose and Shri APCV Shanmugam. Others 
who paid tributes were Thoothukudi Urban 
District Congress President, Shri ATS Anul, 
Shri S. Justin, INTUC Raju, Shri Sammel 
Ganadurai.

A cultural programme was also held in 
which Plus 2 students took part.

TELANGANA
Tributes paid to Indiraji

hyderabad: On the eve of 97th Birth 
Anniversary of our Beloved Leader, 
Late Smt. Indira Gandhi ji, Shri Ponnala 
Lakshmaiah, President, Telangana Pradesh 

Congress Committee garlanded the portrait 
of Smt. Indira Gandhi at Gandhi Bhavan, 
Hyderabad and recalled the eminent 
services of Smt. Indira Gandhi. 

Shri P. Laxman Rao Goud, PCC General 
Secretary, M. Anjan Kumar Yadav, Ex-MP, 
Danam Nagender, Farooq Hussain, MLC 
and other leaders of the party also took part 
and paid floral tributes to Smt. Gandhi ji.

UTTAR PRADESH
Tributes paid to Indiraji, 

Sardar Patel
lucknow : Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee paid tributes to Bharat Ratna 
and former Prime Minster Smt. Indira 
Gandhi on her martyrdom day on 31 
October, 2014.

Indiraji was a symbol of determination who 
sacrificed her life for the unity and integrity 
of the nation.

The function was held at the UPCC 
headquarters which was presided over by 
UPCC president, Dr. Nirmal Khatri and 
an all faith prayer meeting was organized. 

The function commenced by garlanding 
the photograph of Smt. Indira Gandhi and 

tributes were paid to her by former MLC, 
Shri Harish Bajpayee. 

Those who attended the function included 
former minister, Dr. Ammar Rizvi, former 
minister, Shri Ramkrisha Dwivedi, Smt. 
Aradhana Mishra, MLA, former minister, 
Shri Rajbahadur, former MLA, Shri Satish 
Ajmani with many others.

Thereafter, Congressmen also paid tributes 
to Iron man of India, Sardar Vallabh Bhai 
Patel on his 125th birth anniversary and Dr. 
Khatri described the life history of Sardar 
Pate. Former minister, Satyadev Tripathi 
also addressed the people.  

Tributes paid to Jawaharlal 
Nehru

lucknow: The 125th birth anniversary of 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was celebrated 
at the Congress office of Allahabad at the 
Swaraj Bhawan gate on 14 November, 2014.

AICC general secretary incharge, Shri 
Madusudan Mistri paid tributes to the 
architect of Modern India, Jawaharlal 
Nehru.

The UPCC organized the birth anniversary 
programme from 14 to 19 November, 2014 
and various programmes like painting 
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competition, essay writing and other 
cultural events were held.

Also present were former Union Minister, 
Shri Sreeprakash Jaiswal, MP, Shri Pramod 
Tiwari, former UPCC president, Dr. Rita 
Bahaguna Joshi, AICC secretary incharge, 
Shri Juber Khan, Shri Anugraha Narayan 
Singh, MLA, Shri Vibhakar Shastri and 
other senior Congress leaders who also 
spoke about the life of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru.

The birth anniversary of Pandit Nehruji was 
also celebrated at the UPCC Headquarters 
in Lucknow. The function was celebrated as 
Children’s Day. Congressmen paid tributes 
by garlanding the photograph of Pandit 
Nehru.

Many school children were present on the 
occasion who were given sweets after the 
function. 

Debate on Jawaharlal Nehru
lu ck now :  D ur ing  t he  we ek- long 
programme on the occasion of 125th 
birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru a debate was organized under the 
presidentship of UPCC president, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri here on 15 November, 2014.

The function was held at the Congress 
Headquarters and the topic of debate was 
‘The contribution of Pandit Nehru in Indian 
politics.’ Justice Sayeed Hyder Abbas was the 
chief guest who addressed the gathering. 
Communication department chairman 
and former minister, Shri Satyadev Tripathi 
conducted the debate.

Justice Abbas said that there are same 
communal forces who particularly are 
maligning the name of Pandit Nehru with 
the incidents of China war and Kashmir 
issue.

This is being deliberately being done to 
bring bad name to Pandit Nehru. All know 
that the merger of Kashmir was done by 
Maharaja Hari Singhji giving special status 
to Kashmir under Article 370 and thus 
no discussion can be held on this subject. 

About the war with China, Justice Abbas 
said that it was not possible to face China 
at that time as all possibilities were against 
India and putting the blame on Pandit 
Nehru will not be proper.

Dharna at Sugarmill gate
lucknow: Pradesh Congress Committee 
organised hunger strike in Muzaffarnagar 
district against the non-payment of dues to 
the cane growers from November 3, 2014 
which was addressed by AICC General 
Secretary on 15th November.

While addressing the cane growers, AICC 
general secretary incharge of UP, Shri 
Madhusudan Mistry said that Rs. 163 
crores is yet to be paid to the cane growers 
and said that former MP, Shri Hiren Malik 
and Congress MLA, Shri Pankaj Malik 
were sitting on dharna at the gate of the 
Titabi Sugar Mill here in Muzaffarnagar 

since 31st October, 2014. Hunger strike has 
been undergoing since 3 November, 2014. 
Earlier, the Congress leaders were holding 
talks with the management of the sugarmill 
and as they have shown no sign of payment 
to the farmers, the Congress Party to put 
their pressure are holding hunger strike.

On the occasion, UPCC president, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri said that the Congress Party 
stands by the farmers and would fight for 
their cause until payment is made to the 
farmers and would raise this issue in the 
Vidhan Sabha.

Others who addressed the gathering 
were Shri Hiren Malik, MP, Shri Pankaj 
Malik, MLA, Shri Nasib Pathan, MLC and 

District Congress president, Shri Naimulla. 
Thousand of Congress workers and farmers 
participated in this dharna. 

Tributes paid to  
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru

etah: The District Congress celebrated the 
125th birth anniversary of Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru with pomp and show here on 14th 
November, 2014.

The Congressmen paid tributes to the first 
Prime Minister of India. Former MLA, 
Shri Shishupal Singh garlanded the statue 
of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. A debate was also 
organized.

Those who paid tributes and addressed 
the gathering were Shri Surendra Kashyap, 
Shri Pradeep Paliwal, Shri Brahamshanker 
Sharma, Shri Rakesh Yadav, Md. Ahmad, 
Shri Firasat Ullaha Lodhi, Adv, Smt. Pushpa 
Upadhaya, Smt. Rajput, Smt. Ajjo devi, Shri 
Rajnikant Sharma, Shri Rakesh Aggarwal, 
Shri Omprakash Kashyap with others.

Memorandum against non-
payment of arrears

Bahedi: The district Congress Committee 
has objected to the non-payment of arrears 
to the cane growers by the Kesar Sugar 
Mills.

Former UPCC Member, Shri Mukaram Ali 
Khan in a memorandum to the SDM has 
asked for the immediate payment of arrears 
to the cane growers and if the payment is 
not made, the farmers will be forced to take 
extreme step and commit suicide.

Shri Ali also suggested that they neither 
make payments  and a lso keep on 
threatening closure. They should after 
making the payment of arrears give a 3 years 
notice for closure so that the cane growers 
can shift to growing another crop.

In another case, Shri Ali said that after the 
notice of the government, the Semikheda 
Sugar Mill has made the payment of 
arrears to the farmers and has commenced 
production from November, 2014 which is 
a good and appreciable gesture. v
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ABuL KALAm AzAD 
(RAmGARh-1940) 
Probably in the history of the Congress, 
the 1936 session at Lucknow marked a 
new ideological phase, when the Congress 
passed a long resolution on the international 
situation and placed its viewpoint clearly 
and categorically before the public. After this consideration of 
the international situation, and a resolution thereon, became 
an essential and integral part of the annual declarations the 
Congress, Thus, this decision on this subject was arrived at and 
placed before the world with full deliberation. These resolutions 
embodied at one and the same time, two declarations to the 
world: Firstly, we stated, what I have described as a new ideology 
in Indian politics, that we could not remain in isolation from the 
political event of the outside world, even in our present state of 
helplessness. It was essential that while we forged our way ahead 
and fashioned our future, we must not confine ourselves merely 
to our own surroundings but should keep a vigilant watch on 
the conditions of the outside world. Innumerable changes in the 
world have brought countries and nations nearer to one another; 
so that the waves of thought and action, rising in one corner 
of the world, flow and produce immediate reactions in other 
places. It is therefore impossible to-day for India to consider her 
problems while confining herself within her own four walls. It 
is inevitable that events in the outside world should have their 
repercussions in India. It is equally inevitable that our decisions 
and the conditions prevailing in India should affect the rest of 
the world. It was this consciousness and belief which brought 
about our decisions. 

But whatever the roots of our problems might be, it is obvious 
that India, like other countries, has her internal problems. Of 
these, the communal problem is an important one. We do not and 
cannot expect the British Government to deny its existence. The 
communal problem is undoubtedly with us and if we want to be 

ExTRACTS fROm ThE ADDRESSES
Of COnGRESS PRESIDEnTS

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress Presidents who have placed their vision and 
opinion for building the destiny of India.

ahead, we must take it into account. Every step that we take by 
ignoring it will be a wrong step. The problem is there; to admit 
its existence, however, does not mean that it should be used as 
a weapon against India’s national freedom. British Imperialism 
has always exploited it to this end. If Britain desires to end her 
imperialistic methods in India and close that dismal chapter of 
history, then the first signs of the change must naturally appear 
in her treatment of the communal problem. 

What is the Congress position in regard to this problem? It has 
been the claim of the Congress, from its earliest beginnings, that 
it considers India as a nation and takes every step in the interest 
of the nation as a whole. This entitles the world to examine the 
truth of its assertion. I wish to examine afresh this question 
from this point of view. 

There can be only three aspects of the communal problem: its 
existence, its importance, and the method of its solution. 

The entire history of the Congress demonstrates that it has 
always acknowledged the existence of the problem. It has never 
tried to minimize its importance. In dealing with this problem, 
it followed a policy which was the most suitable under the 
circumstances. It is difficult to conceive of a different or better 
course of action. If, however, a better course could be suggested, 
the Congress was always, and is to-day, eager to welcome it. 

We should attach no greater importance to it, than to make it 
the first condition for the attainment of our national goal. The 
Congress has always held this belief; no one can challenge this 
fact. It has always held to two basic principles in this connection, 
and every step was taken deliberately with these in view. 

1. Whatever constitution is adopted for India, there 
must be the fullest guarantees in it for the right and interest of 
minorities. 

2. The minorities should judge for themselves what 
safeguards are necessary for the protection of their rights and 
interest. The majority should not decide this. Therefore, the 
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decision in this respect must depend upon the consent of the 
minorities and not on a majority vote. 

The question of the minorities is not a special Indian problem. 
It has existed in other parts of the world. I venture to address 
the world from this platform, and to enquire whether any juster 
and more equitable course of action can be adopted in this 
connection, than the one suggested above? If so, what is it? Is 
there anything lacking in this approach, which necessitates that 
the Congress be reminded of its duty? The Congress has always 
been ready to consider any failure in the discharge of its duty. 
It is so prepared today. I have been in the Congress for the last 
nineteen years. During the whole of this period there is not a 
single important decision of the Congress in the shaping of which 
I have not had the honour to participate. I assert that during 
these last nineteen years, not for a single day did the Congress 
think of solving this problem in 

any way other than the way I have stated above. This was not a 
mere assertion of the Congress, but its determined and decided 
course of action. Many a time during the last fifteen years, this 
policy was subjected to the severest test, but it stood firm as a 
rock. 

The manner in which the Congress has dealt with this problem 
today in connection with the Constituent Assembly, throws a 
flood of light on these two principles and clarifies them. The 
recognized minorities have a right, if they so please, to choose 
their representatives by their votes. Their representatives will 
not have to rely upon the votes of any other community except 
their own. So far as the question of the rights and the interest 
of the minorities is concerned, the decision will not depend 
upon the majority of the vote in the Constituent Assembly. It 
will be subject to the consent of the minority. If unanimity is 
not achieved on any question, then an impartial tribunal, to 
which the minorities have also consented, will decide the matter. 
This last provision is merely in the nature of a provision for a 
possible contingency, and is most unlikely to be required. If a 
more practical proposal is made, there can be no objection to it. 

When these principles are accepted and acted upon by the 
Congress, what is it that obliges British statesmen to remind us 
so often of the problem of the minorities, and to make the world 
believe that this stands in the way of Indian freedom? If its really 
so, why does not the British government recognise clearly India’s 
freedom and give us an opportunity to solve this problem for 
ever by mutual agreement amongst ourselves? 

Dissensions were sown and encouraged amongst us, and yet we 
are taunted because of them. We are told to put an end to our 
communal conflicts, but opportunity to do so is denied to us. 
Such is the position deliberately created to thwart us; such are 
the chains that bind. But no difficulties or constraints can deter 
us from taking the right steps with courage and fortitude. Our 
path is full of obstacles but we are determined to overcome them. 

the muslims of india and the Future of india 
We have considered the problem of the minorities of India. But 
are the Muslims such a minority as to have the least doubt or fear 
about their future? A small minority may legitimately have fears 
and apprehensions, but can the Muslims allow themselves to be 
disturbed by them? I do not know how many of you are familiar 
with my writings, twenty-eight years ago, in the “AI Hilal”, If 
there are any such there, I would request them to refresh their 
memories. Even then I gave expression to my conviction, and I 
repeat this to-day, that in the texture of Indian politics, nothing is 
further removed from the truth than to say that Indian Muslims 
occupy the position of political minority. It is equally absurd 
for them to be apprehensive about their rights and interest 
in a democratic India. This fundamental mistake has opened 
the door to countless misunderstandings. False arguments 
were built up on wrong premises. This error, on the one hand, 
brought confusion into the minds of Mussalmans about their 
own true position, and, on the other hand, it involved the world 
in misunderstandings, so that the picture of India could not be 
seen in right perspective. 

If time had permitted, I would have told you in detail, how 
during the last sixty years, this artificial and untrue picture 
of India was made, and whose hands traced it. In effect, this 
was the result of the same policy of divide and rule which took 
particular shape in the mind of British officialdom in India after 
the Congress launched the national movement. The object of this 
was to prepare the Mussalmans for use against the new political 
awakening. In this plan, prominence was given to two points. 
First, that India was inhabited by two different communities, 
the Hindus and the Mussalmans, and for this reason no demand 
could be made in the name of a united nation. Second: that 
numerically the Mussalmans were far less then the Hindus, and 
because of this, the necessary consequence of the establishment 
of democratic institutions in India would be to establish the 
rule of the Hindu majority and to jeopardise the existence of 
the Mussalmans.

Politically speaking the word minority does not mean just a 
group that is so small in number and so lacking in other qualities 
that gives strength, that it has no confidence in its own capacity 
to protect itself from the much larger group that surrounds it. It 
is not enough that the group should be relatively smaller, but that 
it should be absolutely so small as to be incapable of protecting 
its interests. Thus this is not merely a question of numbers; other 
factor count also. If a country has two major groups numbering 
a million and two millions respectively, it does not necessarily 
follow that because one is half of the other, therefore it must call 
itself politically a minority and consider itself weak. 

A Basic Question for indian musalnians 
It is now nearly thirtv years since I first attempted to examine 
this question as an Indian Musalman. The majority of the 
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Muslims then were keeping completely apart from the political struggle 
and they were influenced hy the same mentality of aloofness and 
antagonism, which prevailed amongst them previously in the year 1888. 
This depressing atmosphere did not prevent me from giving my anxious 
thought to this matter, and I reached quickly a final conclusion, which 
inf1uenced my belief and action. I saw India, with all her many burdens 
marching ahead to her future destiny. We were fellow- passengers in this 
boat and we could not ignore its swift passage through the waters; and 
so it became necessary for us to come to a clear and final decision about 
our plan of action. How were we to do so? Not merely be skimming the 
surface of the position. I did so and I realized that the solution of the 
whole problem depended on the answer to one question: Do we, Indian 
Mussalmans, view the free India of the future with suspicion and distrust 
or with courage and confidence? If we view it with fear and suspicion, then 
undoubtedly we have to follow a different path. No present declaration, 
no promise for the future, no constitutional safeguards, can be a remedy 
for our doubts and fears. We are then forced to tolerate the existence of 
a third power. This third power is already entrenched here and has no 
intention of withdrawing and, if we follow this path of fear, we must need 
to look forward to its continuance. But if we are convinced that for us fear 
and doubt has no place, and that we must view the future with courage 
and confidence in ourselves, then our course of action becomes absolutely 
clear. We find ourselves in a new world, which is free from the dark 
shadows of doubt, vacillation, inaction, and apathy, and where the light 
of faith and determination, and enthusiasm never fails. The confusions of 
the times, the ups and downs that come our way the difficulties that beset 
our thorny path, cannot change the direction of our steps. It becomes our 
bounden duty then to march with assured step to India’s national goal.

the muslims and a united nation 
I am a Mussalman and am proud of that fact. Islam’s splendid traditions 
of thirteen hundred years are my inheritance. I am unwilling to lose even 
the smallest part of this inheritance. The teaching and history of Islam, 
its arts and letters and civilization are my wealth and my fortune. It is 
my duty to protect them. 

As a Mussalman I have a special interest in Islamic religion and culture 
and I cannot tolerate any interference with them. But in addition to these 
sentiments, I have others also which the realities and conditions of my 
life have forced upon me. The spirit of Islam does not come in the way 
of these sentiments; it guides and helps me forward. I am proud of being 
an Indian. I am a part of the indivisible unity that is Indian nationality. 
1 am indispensable to this noble edifice and without me this splendid 
structure of India is incomplete. I am an essential element which has gone 
to build India. I can never surrender this claim. 

Full eleven centuries have passed by since then. Islam has now as great a 
claim on the soil of India as Hinduism. If Hinduism has been the religion 
of the people here for several thousands of years, Islam also has been 
their religion for a thousand years. Just as a Hindu can say with pride 
that he is an Indian and follows Hinduism, so also we can say with equal 
pride that we are Indians and follow Islam. I shall enlarge this orbit still 
further. The Indian Christian is equally entitled to say with pride that he 
is an Indian and is following a religion of India, namely Christianity.  v

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Sanjay Gandhi
Birth Anniversary
14th December

(1946-1980)

Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel
Death Anniversary
15th December

(1875-1950)

Giani Zail Singh
Death Anniversary
25th December

(1916-1994)

Pt. Madan Mohan 
Malaviya
Birth Anniversary
25th December

(1861-1946)

Shankar Dayal 
Sharma
Death Anniversary
26th December

(1918-1999)
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The All India Mahila Congress is taking up women related 
issues in a big way across the country. Everywhere the 

Mahila Congress units are following up the cases of crimes 
against women and trying their best to ensure that the justice 
is done to the women victims. In a series of such activities, the 
All India Mahila Congress President Smt. Shobha Oza went to 
Bilaspur alongwith Smt. Charulata Tokas, Secretary, AIMC & 
I/C Chhattisgarh PMC, to participate in a Dharna staged by 
Smt. Anita G Rawte, President, Chhattisgarh PMC and Smt. Vani 
Rao, Gen. Secy. AIMC in protest against the sterilization deaths 
which took place in Bilaspur due to criminal negligence of the 
Government Hospital and use of spurious drugs by the concerned 
Surgeon. Smt. Shobha Oza visited the family members of the 
deceased and also the Hospitals where the other effected women 
were admitted. In Delhi too, a protest demonstration against the 
same issue was held by the All India Mahila Congress infront of 
BJP Headquarters and the effigies of Shri Raman Singh, Chief 
Minister, Chhattisgarh & Shri Amar Agarwal, Health Minister, 
Govt. of Chhattisgarh were burnt.

A meeting of the Mahila Congress organization was held in 
Ahmadabad at the PCC auditorium which was organized by 
Smt. Sonalben Patel, President Gujarat PMC. Smt. Shobha 
Oza, President, AIMC presided the meeting. The meeting was 
attended by about 500 Mahila Congress office bearers and workers 
which included the members of the State Executive, District, 
City & Block Presidents. Dr. Shobhna Shah, Incharge Gujarat 

mAhILA COnGRESS ACTIvITIES

PMC, Shri Arjunbhai Modhwadia, President, Gujarat PCC, 
Shri Siddharthabhai Patel, former President Gujarat PMC, Smt. 
Chandrikaben Chudasama, Gen. Secy. AIMC, women MLAs 
and other local senior women leaders were also present in the 
meeting. Gujarat Pradesh Mahila Congress has started a reach-out 
programme in order to connect itself with the public. In a series 
of such programmes, the Gujarat PMC has launched a Literacy 
Campaign under which each Mahila Congress functionary  office 
bearer or worker  will take the responsibility to make a Girl child 
or an adult woman literate. A pledge was taken to this effect.  

The Birth Anniversaries of our former Prime Ministers Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Smt. Indira Gandhi were celebrated 
across the country on 14th November and 19th November 2014, 
respectively, with great enthusiasm. Worth mentioning is a 
huge programme organized by Smt. Mridula Saharia, President, 

Assam PMC which was a great success, 
Ms. Shehnaz Yasmin Haque, Secretary, 
AIMC was also present in the meeting. 
Smt. Onika Mehrotra organized interactive 
meetings of Mahila Congress with MLAs 
of Delhi to prepare the cadre for ensuing 
Assembly Elections in Delhi. Ms. Netta 
D’ Souza, Secretary, AIMC & I/C Delhi 
PMC was  present in the Karol Bagh 
District meeting where she interacted with 
Block and Ward Committees. Smt. Amita 
Bhushan organized a district-level meeting 
in Nalanda which was attended by Smt. 
Pratima Singh, Secretary, AIMC & I/C 
Bihar PMC.  v

(shobha oza) 


