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In the legacy of Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of Independent India and the stalwart of the freedom 
movement this is a land mark year as it marks his 125th Birth anniversary. No amount of eulogizing can do 
justice to the persona of Nehru who had a multi- faceted personality and left an indelible mark in building 
the foundations of Independent India. He had his share of detractors and there are those who would find 
fault with many of his actions in hind sight but the fact that we have a vibrant democracy today has a lot to 
do with the first 17 years when he led the country as not only the Prime Minister but also the tallest leader in 
the nation. The world recognized India through the persona of Nehru who was recognized as a world leader. 
It was his commitment to a free and fair democracy which ensured that democratic institutions thrived in 
the country and the common man was allowed to share power by exercising his right during elections which 
were held with regularity.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi while remembering Nehru said ‘his ultimate objective was not India’s 
freedom, but human freedom’ .He championed the cause of abolishing apartheid in South Africa and gave 
this fight against racial discrimination voice in international forums. He was a firm advocate of the right of 
Palestinians. In his neighborhood he advocated the doctrine of Panchsheel and preached peace and goodwill 
amongst his neighbors. He was the architect of the non aligned movement at a time when the world was 
divided amongst blocs of influence led by the US and USSR.

Realising the need for a rapid growth of this nascent nation he adopted the system of a mixed economy 
where he encouraged state owned enterprises along with free private enterprise. As a result the economy of 
the country continued to grow and provide employment. Most of the countries which got independence at 
about the same time as India including our immediate neighbors have neither seen political nor economic 
stability. It is indeed thanks to the planning, wisdom, commitment to the ideals including those that were 
enunciated by our great leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and unstinted dedication to his country that Nehru 
was able to ensure that India had all the benefits of stability and growth while maintaining its secular and 
democratic credentials. Who could have visualised the India of the 21st Century which is built on the vision 
and dedication of Nehru who built the temples of Modern India in the form of Dams, Industries, Institutions 
of Higher Education and the Heavy Industry through the public sector? The foundation of the scientific 
temperament which has led to the success of ISRO in the mission Chandrayan to Mars was because of the 
foundations laid by Nehru in his far sighted wisdom. 

Nehru was never afraid of his critics and treated their suggestions as valuable inputs. It was because of this 
he was able to carry the voices of dissent alongside while administering the country. Leaders will come and 
go and history will remember them in its wisdom. But few like Nehru will never lose their sheen because 
he was a true individual, sworn to the goodwill of coexistence of all human beings and he practiced this 
doctrine through his life. In the words of Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi ‘Nehru’s idea of India is a 
country where a billion people choose their destiny and live in harmony together. India is a country where 
democratic principles are cherished deeply. Nehru developed and protected those democratic ideals and that 
is why this is a nation where one sixth of humanity lives in peace’

We bow our head in reverence to our great leader Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru who built the foundations of the 
success that India has had during his lifetime and thereafter.

The 97th Birth anniversary of our great leader and the first woman Prime Minister of India Smt Indira Gandhi 
was on 19th November. The daughter of Pt. Nehru succeeded Shastri ji as Prime Minister when he suddenly 
passed away after the bitterly fought war with Pakistan .People viewed her as a reluctant leader but once she 
held the reigns of the nation she ruled with an iron will for upliftment of the poor and the downtrodden. 

The Birth anniversary of the first Education Minister, stalwart of the freedom movement and an eminent 
Congress leader Maulana Abul Kalam Azad fell on 11th November. Born in 1988 he was highly educated in 
many disciplines. He was a vociferous votary of a United India and could not visualize being a part of India 
in which Muslims were not an integral part. Maulana Azad was close to Mahatma Gandhi and Pt. Nehru. 
His contribution to the cause of promoting education in the formative years will always be remembered as 
a source of inspiration. v
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If one has a vision of Indira Gandhi as she lived it is the vision of an iron lady 
who did not allow anything to stand in the ways of her conviction to work 
for the poor, downtrodden and backward fellow citizens of her country. She 
had a special vision for the upliftment of the women and brought in several 
programmes to improve their lot. In her youth she played her part in the 
freedom movement and participated actively along with her father and 
other Congress leaders during the struggle for India’s independence. As such 
she could identify herself with the aspirations of the common man and her 
decisions were always with them in her mind. She was a crusader against 
poverty and wanted equitable distribution of wealth amongst her country 
men. The Bank Nationalization and abolition of the Privy purses were just 
some examples of her mind set. She launched a 20 point program for the 
eradication of poverty.

She was undaunted against all kinds of opposition in the fulfillment of her 
aspirations for the country. The creation of a new nation by the bifurcation of 
East Pakistan from West Pakistan against all kinds of perceived threats from 
countries as strong as the USA is an example of her convictions. She braved 
opposition from within her party and against those opposed to her ideals, But 
none could daunt her spirit.

Those who rule today had to face defeat to their fascist aspirations while she 
ruled and are today keen that she should be forgotten and her history sent 
into oblivion. They must understand that the nation has much to be grateful 
to her for where it has reached today and for many in the country she still 
lives in their heart.

We remember her with our heads held high on her 97th Birth anniversary 
on 19th November.
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I extend a  warm welcome to  the 
distinguished invitees to this conference. 

Many of you have travelled from afar. You 
are doubly welcome. I thank you all for 
being with us.

Jawaharlal Nehru once remarked that 
wealth shouts, but knowledge whispers. 
That whisper of knowledge about Nehru’s 
life and work has weakened in recent 
years in our country, drowned out by 
misrepresentation and distortion. Yet the 
ideas that he promoted and the values for 
which he stood remain all the more relevant. It is in that spirit that 
this conference has been convened to commemorate his 125th 
birth anniversary and to reflect on some aspects of his legacy half 
a century after his passing.

Jawaharlal Nehru was one of the towering figures of the twentieth 
century who left his mark on India and the world. He was a man 
of many parts, a synthesis of the best of East and West: a man of 
ideas and a man of action; a man of letters who interpreted India 
both to itself and to the world, and interpreted the world to India; 
an ardent nationalist who was also a fervent internationalist, a 
visionary who decisively altered India’s trajectory. He was once 
compared to a sculptor, called upon to work on a massive block 
of granite encompassing one sixth of the human race. Out of that 
block of granite, Nehru built a state, a nation and a democracy.

He did so against the most daunting odds. In 1947, India was a 
New Born State in turmoil after experiencing the bloodbath of 
partition and the violent passions that had been unleashed which 
culminated in the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi. Nehru 
brought reassurance, stability and hope to a country in crisis and 
put it firmly on the path of progress and modernity. Nehru viewed 
politics as a vehicle for transformation. Within him was the burning 
flame of anger at injustice, as well as the burning flame of hope for a 
better world. These two flames were the guiding beacons of his life.

His ultimate objective was not merely India’s freedom, but human 

Nehru’s life and work has weakened 
in recent years in our country, 
drowned out by misrepresentation 
and distortion. Yet the ideas that he 
promoted and the values for which he 
stood remain all the more relevant: 
Sonia Gandhi
Opening remarks by Congress President at -Jawaharlal Nehru International 
Conference on 17-18 November, 2014

JAwAhARLAL NEhRu wAS ONE Of ThE 

TOwERING fIGuRES Of ThE TwENTIETh 

CENTuRY whO LEfT hIS mARk ON 

INDIA AND ThE wORLD. hE wAS A mAN 

Of mANY pARTS, A SYNThESIS Of ThE 

bEST Of EAST AND wEST: A mAN Of 

IDEAS AND A mAN Of ACTION; A mAN 

Of LETTERS whO INTERpRETED INDIA 

bOTh TO ITSELf AND TO ThE wORLD, 

AND INTERpRETED ThE wORLD TO INDIA; 

AN ARDENT NATIONALIST whO wAS 

ALSO A fERvENT INTERNATIONALIST, A 

vISIONARY whO DECISIvELY ALTERED 

INDIA’S TRAJECTORY

125th AnniversAry CommemorAtion
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freedom, and in the longer term, the end of exploitation by any 
country or class. He threw India’s full weight behind freedom 
movements throughout the colonized world, hastening the end of 
empires. He was unrelenting in condemning racism in Africa and 
brought the issue of apartheid in South Africa to the United Nations. 
He gave eloquent voice to the rise of Asia in world affairs. He was 
a firm advocate of the rights of the Palestinians. By his words and 
deeds, Nehru became the hero of the developing world, as well as 
a lodestar of hope to freedom  seeking people everywhere during 
the worst years of the Cold War. Long after his death, many leaders 
like Nelson Mandela and Aung San Suu Kyi sought inspiration 
from his example.

Although a socialist by conviction, dedicated to building a more 
equal society, Nehru was an individualist by temperament. He 
valued individual liberty above all else. The struggle for India’s 
independence was not only about freedom for the country, but 
freedom for the individual. India’s democracy which we take for 
granted today was Nehru’s greatest achievement and most enduring 
legacy.

Long before independence, Nehru had articulated adult suffrage, 
fundamental rights and a secular state as the bedrock of the 
democracy he would go on to build in a free India, defying 
conventional wisdom that democracy would not succeed in 
conditions of mass poverty and illiteracy. Nehru’s inspiring 
leadership nourished India’s democracy in its crucial formative years 
and helped it to take deep root. He nurtured democracy as a mother 
nurtures her child. He rejected ideologies of coercion that gave 
primacy to economic development over human rights. Democracy 
was for him a value to be cherished in itself. He recognized that it 
was the only way to build sound foundations for a modern economy 
that would be inclusive and participatory.

INDIA’S DEmOCRACY hAS EvOLvED OvER 

ThE LAST 50 YEARS, SOmETImES IN wAYS 

ThAT wOuLD hAvE SuRpRISED NEhRu. 

NEvERThELESS, IN A muLTIEThNIC, 

muLTI-RELIGIOuS, muLTI-LINGuISTIC, 

muLTIREGIONAL SOCIETY, NEhRu’S 

bELIEf ThAT ONLY pARLIAmENTARY 

DEmOCRACY AND A SECuLAR STATE 

COuLD hOLD ThE COuNTRY TOGEThER, 

hAS bEEN pROvED RIGhT

Throughout his 17 years as Prime Minister, Nehru devoted 
himself to embedding democracy into India’s consciousness. He 
exhorted parliamentarians to live up to their responsibilities, 
tirelessly educated the masses to value their franchise and to 
use their judgment before voting. He insisted on fair play in the 
electoral process. The flavor of the man and his thinking were 
vividly expressed in his address to the people on the eve of our 
first general election in 1951. He said, “…in a democracy, we have 
to know how to win and how to lose with grace. Those who win 
should not allow this to go to their heads; those who lose should 
not feel dejected. The manner of winning or losing is even more 
important than the result. It is better to lose in the right way than 
to win in the wrong way.

...continued on page 12



Congress sandesh | 8 |  november 2014

I would like to welcome all of you here. 
Two nights ago I was sitting in my home, 

preparing my notes for this address and I 
wished very much that instead of speaking 
to you, I could  have shown you Nehru’s 
India. I wish I could have taken you to his  
birth place of Allahabad and the wheat 
fields that feed this great country.

I wish I could have taken you to Naini jail, 
where Nehru was imprisoned along with 
so many brave indians during our freedom 
movement and  where he learnt some of his 
life’s greatest lessons. I wished I could have 
taken you at least to Teen Murti House, his 
home in Delhi, and shown you how simply 
Nehru lived, how much of himself he gave 
back to his people. But this is unfortunately 
a two day conference. You will have to 
promise me to come back so we can make 
those journeys together another time. But 
today, on our last day, I would like to read 
to you what I read few days ago and show 
you a little something of Nehru. This comes 
from his will & last testament.

I have been attached to the Ganga and the 
Jamuna rivers in Allahabad ever since my 
childhood and, as I have grown older, this 
attachment has also grown. The Ganga, 
especially, is the river of India, beloved of 
her people. She has been a symbol of India’s 
culture and civilization, ever-changing, 
ever-flowing and ever the same Ganga. She 
reminds me of the snow-covered peaks and 
the deep valleys of the Himalayas, which 
I have loved so much, and of the rich and 
vast plains below, where my life and work 
have been cast. Though I have discarded 

NEhRu’S IDEA Of INDIA IS A COuNTRY 
whERE A bILLION pEOpLE ChOOSE 
ThEIR DESTINY AND LIvE IN hARmONY 
TOGEThER: RAhuL GANDhI

Congress Vise President Shri Rahul Gandhi’ speech at the International Conference on “Nehru’s Worldview and his 
Legacy-Deomocracy, Inclusion & Empowerment” At Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 18th November, 2014.

much of past tradition and custom, and 
am anxious that India should rid herself 
of all shackles that bind and constrain her 
and divide her people, and suppress vast 
numbers of them, and prevent the free 
development of the body and the spirit; 
though I seek all this, yet I do not wish to 
cut myself off from that past completely. 
I am proud of that great inheritance that 
has been, and is, ours, and I am conscious 
that I too, like all of us, am a link in that 
unbroken chain which goes back in the 
dawn of history in the immemorial past 
of India.

It was this desire to be one with his beloved 
country that lead Nehru to ask that his 
ashes be scattered over the Ganga and 
India’s soil. 

We welcome you to Nehru’s India. Nehru 
himself is an ancient idea, as old as the great 
rivers and fields of this country he loved 
so much. He is an ancient idea, yes, but he 
is also a part of living India. His ideas and 
his politics are present very much today, 
even though there are those who wish to 
rub him out, to erase him and his legacy 
from the country he so dearly treasured 
and helped build.

Nehru understood there was no separation 
between him and India.  There was no 
distance between him and its land, from 
nature. Indira Gandhi once wrote that 
her father was furious when in May 
1953 he was told that Mount Everest was 
conquered. Mount Everest can be climbed, 
he replied, but can never be conquered. 
Nehru saw no distinction between India’s 

people and himself. Nehru merged with 
India, and India with him. 

Nehru’s idea of India is a country where 
a billion people choose their destiny and 
live in harmony together. India is a country 
where democratic principles are cherished 
deeply. Nehru developed and protected 
those democratic ideals and that is why 
this is a nation where one sixth of humanity 

125th AnniversAry CommemorAtion

...TRuE DEmOCRATISATION 

IS NOT SImpLY ThE RIGhT 

TO vOTE. IT IS AbOuT ThE 

DEvOLuTION Of pOwER. IT IS 

AbOuT hANDING pOwER TO 

ThE wEAkEST IN ThE ROOm. 

...INDIA IS A COuNTRY 

whERE DEmOCRATIC 

pRINCIpLES ARE ChERIShED 

DEEpLY. NEhRu DEvELOpED 

AND pROTECTED ThOSE 

DEmOCRATIC IDEALS AND 

ThAT IS whY ThIS IS A 

NATION whERE ONE SIxTh Of 

humANITY LIvES IN pEACE



Congress sandesh | 9 |  november 2014

lives in peace.

I thank you for joining us today because it 
is especially important that we preserve this 
India of Nehru’s  an India that is secular and 
tolerant. Today this legacy, that has denied 
no man or woman their voice, and that we 
have preserved for close to 70 years, is more 
important than ever.

Nehru resonated with his countrymen 
because he was an expression of their way 
of thinking. Nehru was a man of ideas, but 
never an ideologue.

He was a beacon to millions of Indians and 
indeed to the world because he represented 
freedom. Nehru’s fight was for all of 
mankind. And that is why Nehru’s imprint 
is felt not just in India but across the world.

Many people in Nehru’s generation fought 
against imperialism.   Imperialism at that 
time was the suffocating norm. It was what 
the powerful, rich world believed was their 
right over countries like ours.

To fight against imperialism in those days, 
when the weight of the world was stacked 
against you, meant one had to believe 
deeply in freedom.

It took Nehru a lifetime of struggle to 
understand and absorb an idea.  It took 
Nehru a lifetime of struggle to understand 
and absorb an idea that he loved, to see it 
from the heart.

Most people think freedom is just the 
ability to act. You can do what you want, 
I do what I want. But freedom cannot 
be truly understood without an intimate 
experience of what the absence of liberty 
feels like. When Nehru was freed from 
Naini jail, he was asked by his captors to 
sign their visitors book. And what Nehru 
wrote was this: he thanked the British for 
imprisoning him because it was in jail that 
he was freed of his anger. Nehru left jail a 
free man.

You can be in jail for years, and in shackles, 
and then be released into the world after 
your sentence has been served and still 
walk away in chains. Carrying anger 
transports your prison walls everywhere 

with you.  As the poet Samih ul Qasim 
once wrote in his famous poem ‘End of a 
talk with a jailor’:

From the narrow window of my small cell,

I see trees that are smiling at me

And rooftops crowded with my family

And windows weeping and praying for me.

From the narrow window of my small cell 

I can see your big cell!

Nehru spent 3262 days in prison. And he 
understood that it is not the simple removal 
of the chains that makes you free, it’s how 
you react to the world after it has been 
cruel to you.

Nehru walked away from jail a free man, 
and even Winston Churchill who had long 
opposed him said that Nehru was a man 
who conquered hate and fear.

But back to the present. Today, what I find 
troubling is how we can condemn people 
because the ideas they treasure are not 
our own. Nehru understood deeply that 
everyone is entitled to their viewpoints. 
Nehru gave space for his opposition, even 
when they were practically nonexistent 
existent. At the time when the Opposition 
was sparse in Parliament, he reached 

out to them, gave them a feeling that 
while electorally they may be weak, in 
his world they were valued partners in 
nation-building. He recognised that every 
perspective is unique, even those he fought 
vehemently. He defended the rights of 
those he did not agree with and never 
imagined silencing them.

When Nehru was at the peak of his power, 
when he was loved by everyone in India, 
someone wrote a letter to one of the big 
newspapers and the letter was anonymous 
and it was signed Chanakya. The letter said 
that Nehru is loved in India, everybody 
believes in Nehru and this is going to go 
to Nehru’s head. Nehru was a democrat, 
but with all these praise and all these 
admiration Nehru is going to become a 
dictator.  And, a few months later the real 
author of the letter was revealed and  the 
author was Jawaharlal Nehru himself.

It was Nehru’s ability to question  to stop, 
ask, and understand what was going on  
rather than his desire to speak that was one 
of his biggest strengths.

True democratisation is not simply the 
right to vote. It is about the devolution 
of power. It is about handing power to 
the weakest in the room. India could well 
have gone in a different direction but that 
it became a liberal democracy committed 
to the rule of law, to the independence of 
the judiciary and the independence of my 
friends here, press, was in overwhelming 
measure due to India’s first Prime Minister.   
Here in India, as Manishankar Aiyar ji said, 
three million local elected representatives 
run our villages and towns. This makes me 
really proud that out of three millions, half 
of these are women. It was the planning and 
vision of Nehru and his compatriots and 
colleague’s that gave one out of 6 people 
on earth the right to choose their destiny. 
This is why India proudly stands where it 
does today.

Europe took half a century, two world wars, 
millions of dead people, destroyed cities, 
smashed families to build a democratic 
structure. India with three times the 
number of the people built a democratic 
foundat ion through a  non-violent 
movement. No world wars. No violence.

What Nehru’s generation built for India 

hE wAS A bEACON TO 

mILLIONS Of INDIANS 

AND INDEED TO ThE 

wORLD bECAuSE hE 

REpRESENTED fREEDOm. 

NEhRu’S fIGhT wAS fOR 

ALL Of mANkIND. AND 

ThAT IS whY NEhRu’S 

ImpRINT IS fELT NOT JuST 

IN INDIA buT ACROSS ThE 

wORLD.

...continued on page 31
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I am truly delighted to be here at this historic gathering. This 
commemorative conference is not just a tribute to Jawaharlal 

Nehru or to the ideals and views he came to symbolise. It is a 
reminder of the continued relevance of Nehru’s world view for our 
times, indeed for all times.

We gather here to commemorate the 125th Birth Anniversary of 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
yesterday delivered a masterly discourse, which provided the lead 
for the deliberations of this conference. Eminent speakers like 
former Presidents, Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan, John Kufuor of 
Ghana and General Obasanjo of Nigeria, spelled out the essence 
of the Nehruvian spirit and its abiding value in the 21st century. 
Other distinguished persons, including veteran South African 
freedom fighter Ahmed Kathrada, and Amre Moussa of the Arab 
League, articulated the various facets of Nehru’s world view and 
its global impact. I believe the deliberations have been insightful 
and constructive. They have pointed to the essential principles that 
Nehru espoused and which continue to be relevant today.

We in India are truly honoured and humbled by the global response 
to this magnificent conference. I salute each one of our distinguished 
guests who have come and shared their views on a subject of global 
import.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was a freedom fighter, a leader of great 
compassion and strong convictions. His faith in inclusive democracy, 
secularism and socio-economic empowerment of all people was 
unwavering. Nehru nurtured a deeply scientific temperament and 
wanted his countrymen to imbibe this spirit. He was an institution 
builder with an enlightened approach and a global statesman 
par excellence. His notable contribution in supporting freedom 
movements and the process of decolonisation of Asia and Africa 
are universally acknowledged.

Jawaharlal Nehru’s world views are based on universal values. 
Political ideologies come and go, some with doubtful legacies and 
others with terrible consequences. Many ‘isms’ have battled for 
our minds, but few have succeeded in touching our hearts. Nehru 
saw socialism not merely as an economic doctrine, but as a way 

of life which called for a profound transformation in the habits 
and instincts of men. He expressed his conviction that the key to 
solving the problems of India lay in socialism. As India’s first Prime 
Minister, Nehru devised a pragmatic road map designed to promote 
development with social justice. The idea of a mixed economy, 
the co-existence of public and private sectors was an important 
component of Nehru’s thought processes. For Nehru, socialism was 
basically a passion for equity and equality.

Nehru’s brilliance lay in being able to contextualise socialism for 
India, in the global context. He provided the example of Buddhism, 
which originated in India, but put on the garb of the country to 
which it went. In other words, Buddhism became a part of the 
national soul of whichever country it travelled to. Therefore, Nehru 
said that one must choose the form of socialism that is compatible 
with the country’s genius and could answer a nation’s specific needs 
and requirements.

Nehru is remembered not just as we gather to celebrate his 125th 
Birth Anniversary, but across the world for his commitment 
to parliamentary democracy and gender equality, Afro-Asian 
solidarity and non-alignment. He espoused the values of democracy, 
inclusiveness and empowerment for all Indians. All his life he strove 
to pursue these in the national and international arenas. I believe 
that democracy, inclusion and empowerment in a multi-ethnic 
world can play a role in preventing fratricidal conflicts and lead to 
peace and understanding.

We honour Nehru’s values and vision because by temperament and 
training, he was a democrat. He viewed democracy both as a form 
of government and as a way of life. It is therefore, but natural that 
Nehru’s vision should have had democracy as one of its main pillars. 
Nehru’s support to a democratic way of life can be attributed to his 
faith in individual liberty. In Unity of India, Nehru states: “Civil 
liberty is not merely for us an airy doctrine or a pious wish, but 
something which we consider essential for the orderly development 
and progress of a nation. It is the civilised approach to a problem on 
which people differ, the non-violent way of dealing with it.”

The essence of Nehru’s political philosophy is empowerment of every 

Jawaharlal Nehru’s world views are 
based on universal values...
... As India’s first prime minister, 
Nehru devised a pragmatic road map 
designed to promote development 
with social justice:  
Dr. manmohan Singh
Valedictory Address by Dr Manmohan Singh, former Prime 
Minister of India at the conference on 18 November 2014
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individual, irrespective of religion, caste, creed, class or community. 
Representative democracy is the institutional form in which modern 
societies have sought to empower individuals. Democracy is not just 
having periodic elections and keeping alive democratic institutions. 
It is about respecting the innate right of human beings. Democracy 
helps in asserting the right to dissent and protects the dignity and 
self-respect of every human being.

A civilised society must offer space for discussion and dialogue. All 
human progress must be based on the firm foundation of societal 
progress. But in a modern democracy we must respect the role of 
institutions that seek to create and translate that consensus into 
policy action.

Nehru’s world view and message is relevant in every corner of the 
globe today. Where conflict and violence pervade the human heart, 
Nehru would have sought peace and harmony, and made efforts to 
promote a democratic and multilateral world order, where consensus 
building rather than unilateralism would be the guiding principle. 
This message must go forth from this conference.

On the midnight of 14 August 1947, Nehru moved a resolution in the 
Constituent Assembly requesting members to dedicate themselves 
to the service of India and the world. 

This resolution bears eloquent testimony to Nehru’s genuine 
desire to harmonise India’s interests with the world. The resolution 
states: “At this solemn moment, when the people of India, through 
suffering and sacrifice, have secured freedom, I ..... a member of the 
Constituent Assembly of India, do dedicate myself in all humility 
to the service of India and the people to the end that this ancient 
land attain her rightful place in the world and make her full and 
willing cooperation to the promotion of world peace and the welfare 
of mankind.”

Nehru was eager to work for world peace and prosperity and was 
very anxious that the people of India should develop a global 

outlook. He taught Indians to take independent decisions without 
fear or favour in international affairs. He also taught us the value of 
building a viable consensus. This is the ability to foster tolerance for 
the other point of view. Violent conflict never allows this.

Non-alignment has its origins in India’s 
colonial experience and the non-violent 
struggle for freedom. This left India 
determined to be the master of its fate in an 
international system dominated politically 
by the Cold War. The principles of non-
alignment, that Nehru articulated, were the 
preservation of India’s freedom of action 
internationally through a refusal to align 
with any bloc or alliance and, non-violence 
and international cooperation as a means of 
settling international disputes.

Non-alignment brought India considerable 
international prestige among newly 

NON-ALIGNmENT hAS ITS ORIGINS IN 

INDIA’S COLONIAL ExpERIENCE AND 

ThE NON-vIOLENT STRuGGLE fOR 

fREEDOm. ThIS LEfT INDIA DETERmINED 

TO bE ThE mASTER Of ITS fATE IN AN 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEm DOmINATED 

pOLITICALLY bY ThE COLD wAR. ThE 

pRINCIpLES Of NON-ALIGNmENT, 

ThAT NEhRu ARTICuLATED, wERE ThE 

pRESERvATION Of INDIA’S fREEDOm 

Of ACTION INTERNATIONALLY ThROuGh 

A REfuSAL TO ALIGN wITh ANY bLOC 

OR ALLIANCE AND, NON-vIOLENCE AND 

INTERNATIONAL COOpERATION AS A 

mEANS Of SETTLING INTERNATIONAL 

DISpuTES.

...continued on page 31
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Declaration adopted at the International Conference on “Nehru’s 
worldview and his Legacy: Democracy, Inclusion and Empowerment”

17-18 November 2014, New Delhi

We the delegates representing 20 countries, 29 Political 
Parties and organizations participating in the 
International Conference on “Nehru’s Worldview and 

his Legacy: Democracy, Inclusion and Empowerment” on 17-18 
November 2014, New Delhi, dedicated to the commemoration 
of the 125th Anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru, acknowledging 
his historical national and international contribution and deeply 
cherishing the ideals of non-alignment and peace, which guided 
his struggle against any form of domination.

Affirm,

•	That	 the	 values	 of	 democracy,	 inclusion	 and	 empowerment	
espoused by Jawaharlal Nehru are of enduring relevance.

•	That	the	present	world	of	conflict	and	violence	needs	an	alternative	
narrative.

•	That	democracy,	inclusion	and	empowerment	in	a	multi-ethnic	
world can help in preventing fratricidal conflicts and lead to peace 
and understanding.

•	That	 terrorism	equally	 affects	 all	 the	people	of	 the	world.	The	
challenge has to be collectively and effectively met by the 

international community.

•	That	the	essence	of	non-alignment	helped	the	developing	countries	
come together and could help bring emerging and developing 
countries closer in the new international order  that is inclusive 
and representative of the contemporary realities.

•	That	 the	principles	of	non-alignment	 can	also	help	 India	 	 and	
developing countries play a more active role in world politics.

•	To	caution	the	world	against	tendencies	that	are	divisive	or	which	
create conflict in society.

•	To	promote	 a	democratic	 and	multilateral	world	order,	where	
consensus building rather than unilateralism is the guiding 
principle.

•	To	strengthen	the	UN	system,	and	make	it	truly	representative.	
This process of reform has to reflect the new international order, 
and be reflected in the reorganization of the UN Security Council.

•	To	work	for	reform	of	the	various	organs	of	the	UN	so	as	to	reflect	
the social, economic and political changes that have taken place in 
the world since its formation, including the emergence of many 
new nations.

India’s democracy has evolved over the last 50 years, sometimes 
in ways that would have surprised Nehru. Nevertheless, in a 
multiethnic, multi-religious, multi-linguistic, multiregional society, 
Nehru’s belief that only parliamentary democracy and a secular state 
could hold the country together, has been proved right. Nehru was 
prescient about the consequences of allowing religion into politics. 
The truth of his conviction can be seen in the conflicts raging in 
various parts of the world in the name of religion.

Secularism  a state neutral in matters of religion, respecting all 
faiths equally  was an article of faith with Nehru. He once warned, 
I quote “If any person raises his hand to strike down another on the 
ground of religion, I shall fight him to the last breath of my life as 
head of the government and from outside” unquote. There could 
be no Indianness, no India, without secularism. Secularism was, 
and remains, more than an ideal, it is a compelling necessity for a 
country as diverse as India.

Recognizing that Independent India needed the rapid creation of 
infrastructure and industry, he built a strong public sector to lead 
the country’s economic emergence. The major projects launched 

in the 1950s were the center-piece of his thinking. He saw them as 
potent symbols of change and modernization. While inaugurating 
India’s largest hydel project, he said: I quote “For me, the temples, 
the gurdwaras, the churches, the mosques of today are these places 
where human beings labour for the benefit of other human beings, 
of humanity as a whole,” Unquote.

Nehru’s achievements are not all in the past. They continue to bear 
fruit. He moulded a new intellectual outlook, a new social sensibility, 
a new sense of Indianness, new belief in India’s possibilities. He put 
the country on the path of modernization, industrialization, social 
reform, and planned economic development with a strong emphasis 
on science and technology.

Distinguished guests,

This is, then, an appropriate moment in time to revisit the life, 
thought and contribution of one of the greatest Indians that has 
ever lived. Not only is it a commemoration of his 125th Birth 
anniversary, it is an opportunity to reassert the relevance, durability 
and indispensability of his legacy. In a country more diverse, more 
complex, more heterogeneous than any other on earth, Nehru was 
a great unifying force in the critical years after independence. It is 
upto our generation to ensure that the solid national foundations 
he helped build are strengthened. I hope that this Conference will 
contribute significantly to that objective.

I look forward to your deliberations. v

...continued from page 7

Nehru’s life and work has weakened in recent years 
in our country, drowned out by misrepresentation 
and distortion. Yet the ideas that he promoted and 
the values for which he stood remain all the more 
relevant: Sonia Gandhi

125th AnniversAry CommemorAtion
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•	To	reform	the	international	economic	order,	including	financial	
institutions in order to ensure a more equitable global distribution 
of finances and resources.

•	To	promote	 an	 equitable	 strategy	 to	 effectively	 deal	with	 the	
phenomenon of climate change and 

•	 global	warming	which	threatens	mankind’s	survival.

resolve,

to reaffirm,

•	The	message	of	peace	and	non-violence	especially	to	the	youth,	
women and disadvantaged of the world.

•	The	five	principles	of	Panchsheel.

Recall that Panchsheel calls for,

•	Mutual	respect	for	each	other’s	territorial	integrity	and	sovereignty.

•	Mutual	non-aggression.

•	Mutual	non-interference	in	each	other’s	internal	affairs.

•	Equality	and	cooperation	for	mutual	benefit	and,

•	Peaceful	co-existence.

resolve to work towards,

•	A	world	 free	 from	hatred	 and	 violence	 and	 to	 carry	 forward	
Nehru’s legacy in international affairs.

•	A	world	united	in	mutual	trust,	tolerance,	harmony	and	friendship.

•	A	world	with	more	equitable	access	to	global	resources.

•	A	world	united	in	its	struggle	against	poverty,	illiteracy,	disease,	
injustice and hunger.

•	A	world	free	from	nuclear	and	other	weapons	of	mass	destruction.

•	Guaranteeing	access	to	essential	goods	and	services	for	all	people	
so as to establish a global economy that serves the common good.

•	 Securing	of	sea,	air,	space,	and	cyber-based	global	flows	which	
solidify structures of global interdependence.

•	Creating	an	equitable	world	order,	to	ensure	that	disparities	are	
reduced.

•	Carrying	forward	Nehru’s	message	of	democracy,	inclusion	and	
empowerment on to the world stage.

•	A	world	where	territorial	boundaries	become	irrelevant,	where	
cultural frontiers are inclusive and all encompassing, and where 
local values merge in the ocean of universal humanitarianism.

•	Preserving	and	carrying	forward	Nehru’s	legacy	of	giving	Indians	a	
national identity with an international perspective. The conference 
expresses its support for the legitimate rights of the palestinian 
people to freedom and statehood.

As representatives of humankind, we take a solemn vow to nurture 
the values espoused by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, to pursue his vision, 
to imbibe his spirit and carry forward his legacy to the entire world, 
to privilege peace and reject violence in all our activities, to respect 
diverse viewpoints and cultures, and promote democratic practices 
of inclusion and empowerment, to win over the forces of violence 
and injustice through tolerance, empathy and love. v

Eminent World leaders participated in the Commemorative 
International Conference, to mark 125th Birth Anniversary 

of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. The World leaders who attended the 
conference, included: Mr. Hamid Karzai, former President of 
Afghanistan, Mr. John Kufour, former President of Ghana, 
Mr. Obasanjo, former President of Nigeria, Mr. Sher Bahadur 
Deuba, former Prime Minister of Nepal, Majesty Dorji Wangmo 
Wangchuck, Queen mother of Bhutan, Mr. Ahmed Kathrada, 
veteran freedom fighter of South Africa, Ms. Barbara Hogan, 
senior leader, African National Congress, Mr. Esoop Goolam 
Pahad, former Cabinet Minister, South Africa, Prof. Sunil Khilnani, 
Director of King’s College, London, India Institute, Asma Jahangir, 
Human Rights Activist, Pakistan. Others were Mr. Madhav K. 
Nepal, former Prime Minister of Nepal, Mr. Nabil Shaath, Chief 
Negotiator and Cabinet Minister, Palestine, Mr. Amre Moussa, 
Former Secretary General, Arab league. Leadership Delegations 
from 12 political parties also participated. 

The Conference was chaired by Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi. The Conference had the following officials: Secretary 
General-Anand Sharma, Rapporteur General-Mani Shanker Aiyar, 
Secretary-Mukul Wasnik.

125th AnniversAry CommemorAtion

The Conference had a 9-member Indian Delegation led by Congress 
Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The theme of Subject Session I: Inclusive Democracy and People’s 
Empowerment. This session was chaired by Mr. Esoop Goolam 
Pahad. The Secretary of Subject Session I was Pawan Bansal and 
the Rapporteur, Sandeep Dixit. The Paper Presenter of this session 
was Prof. Aditya Mukherjee.

The theme of Subject Session II: Nehru’s World View and a 
Democratic International Order for the 21st Century. This session 
was chaired by Dr. Karan Singh, MP. The Secretary for Subject Session 
II was Bhubhneshwar Kalita, MP and the Rapporteur Ms. Ragini 
Nayak. The Paper Presenter of this session was Shyam Saran. v

A Report

wORLD DIGNITARIES AT ThE CONfERENCE
Commemorative International Conference to mark the 
125th birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru at Vigyan 
Bhawan, 17-18 November, 2014
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Nehruji was the 
prime architect of 
modern India. he 
established the basic 
infrastructure in his 
17-year tenure: Sonia 
Gandhi 

Today, we have gathered here to celebrate the 125th birth 
anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruji. All the great men 

who under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi made selfless 
struggle for the freedom of our country by breaking the shackles 
of slavery, and this is an opportunity to remember one of the great 
personality from amongst them.

The prime architect of modern India. He established the basic 
infrastructure in his 17-year tenure. If we remember only some 
of his obligations, then anyone will be astonished. The democratic 
parliamentary system of India, secular, plural society, dynamic 
social transformation, rule of law, economic growth, an independent 
foreign policy. Besides this there world have been few sectors which 
remain, where he would not have made his contribution.

We are fortunate, that in the shape of independent nation India 
got his far-sighted leadership. With what enthusiasm and energy 
he did his duty in rebuilding our nation. Where there was only a 
backward agro-economic system, he established industry, made 
basic blueprint for irrigation, made available facilities for education 
and health, provided opportunities of science and technology to 
the new India. He set up Scientific institutions without which the 
‘Chandrayan’ today, in the orbit of Mars would not have been 
possible? All these legacies of Nehruji are the property of our 
entire country.

Today, the vision of Jawaharlal Nehruji, by which he used to look at 
India, and used to move accordingly, tremendous amount of efforts 
is being made to destroy this vision. The forces that are doing this, 
their target is not against just Nehruji’s personality, but also on 
his thoughts, his vision, his life-long struggles, achievements and 
contribution. Nehruji’s devotion was for equality, open-minded, 
generous India that is looking towards the future, such a India, 
which despite different hues and shape was well-knit and bound 
deep in unity and he dedicated his life for this.

The whole world knows, the place of his public life in our country, 
was in itself remarkable. Any person by getting so much authority 
and power, the love and trust of the people, could have taken the 
country into any direction. But he had in him deep feeling of justice 

and sacrifice. His greatness is confirmed by this, that he made efforts 
to steer India on that path, which gave priority to institutions rather 
to personalities. He played such politics which though had the 
contribution of different thoughts but maintained inclusiveness.

We should keep in mind, that the history of our party is 129 years 
old and it has always remained active. All kind of problems were 
faced during this period, we boldly faced them, we have faced many 

ThE pRImE ARChITECT Of mODERN 

INDIA. hE ESTAbLIShED ThE bASIC 

INfRASTRuCTuRE IN hIS 17-YEAR 

TENuRE. If wE REmEmbER ONLY SOmE 

Of hIS ObLIGATIONS, ThEN ANYONE 

wILL bE ASTONIShED. ThE DEmOCRATIC 

pARLIAmENTARY SYSTEm Of INDIA, 

SECuLAR, pLuRAL SOCIETY, DYNAmIC 

SOCIAL TRANSfORmATION, RuLE Of LAw, 

ECONOmIC GROwTh, AN INDEpENDENT 

fOREIGN pOLICY. bESIDES ThIS ThERE 

wORLD hAvE bEEN fEw SECTORS whICh 

REmAIN, whERE hE wOuLD NOT hAvE 

mADE hIS CONTRIbuTION.

Speech of the Congress President at the function organized 
by the DPCC to celebrate the 125th Birth Anniversary at 
Talkatora Stadium, New Delhi on 13th November, 2014

...continued on page 16
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We have come here today to celebrate the 125th birth 
anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehruji. I would like to start 

with recounting my experience. Some time back our NSUI boys 
who were at a dharna in Uttar Pradesh were involved in a scuffle 
and they were locked up in the Naini jail. When I had gone to see 
them to talk with them, I thought why should I not see the Naini 
jail from inside, why should I not see that place where Jawaharlal 
Nehruji had spent many years of his life?

So, I asked the jailor, please can you show me the place where 
Jawaharlal Nehruji was imprisoned. The jailor then said, come, I 
will show it and we went there where the prisoners are kept in Naini 
jail, they have to wear orange and red dress. They all were lined up 
when I was taken to one corner and said, look that is the Naini jail 
where our freedom fighters were kept. 

This is an isolated place where he used to keep standing alone. He 
showed me that room, it was a small room, there was a small cot, 
there were few, maybe one or two utensils which he showed me. 
Then the jailor said, Rahulji this is not the interesting thing. I have 
worked here for many years and if you want to see the interesting 
thing, then I would show you. I said, yes, I would. He said, come 
and he took me to a corner and showed me a book, which was a 
visitor’s Book of the Naini jail. Prisoners who go inside the Naini jail 
use to write in this book. Look, what your leader Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehruji had written in this book, do you see any sign of anger, you 
let me know where do you see it. I have read these lines and I will 
show what is written in them.

In these lines, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruji has said to the Britishers, 
that “I want to thank the British. I want to thank the British for 
putting me in jail. Kept me locked alone in this room. Kept me 
interred for years and the anger that was there inside me converted 
to love for my country. The more they suppressed me, the more the 
love for my country was generated and today I can say, to these 
British people that I am grateful to you all for putting me in jail 
and removing that anger from my heart.”

Whatever this country has achieved during the past 60 or 70 years, 
whether it is the Mars Mission, or be it the IIT, be it our Lok Sabha, 

or our Vidhan Sabhas for which elections are held every five years, 
the foundation of all these things is love and brotherhood. This 
organization of yours is based on one thought. Today, we have small, 
small differences amongst us but the senior leaders who are sitting 
amongst us, they know that Congress Party is an organization of 
love and brotherhood. This is even in your heart and also in my 
heart and in the heart of every Indian. This is deeply rooted and 
this love is also in the hearts of these children who are singing, they 
also have love in their hearts.

Our country is the first country of the world who fought with the 

Our country is the first 
country of the world who 
fought with the britishers, 
fought with love, we faced 
the blows of their lathis, but 
we never showed our anger.: 
Rahul Gandhi
Speech of Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi at 
Talkatora Stadium on 13th November, 2014

IN ThESE LINES, pANDIT JAwAhARLAL 

NEhRuJI hAS SAID TO ThE bRITIShERS, 

ThAT “I wANT TO ThANk ThE bRITISh. 

I wANT TO ThANk ThE bRITISh fOR 

puTTING mE IN JAIL. kEpT mE LOCkED 

ALONE IN ThIS ROOm. kEpT mE INTERRED 

fOR YEARS AND ThE ANGER ThAT wAS 

ThERE INSIDE mE CONvERTED TO LOvE 

fOR mY COuNTRY. ThE mORE ThEY 

SuppRESSED mE, ThE mORE ThE LOvE 

fOR mY COuNTRY wAS GENERATED AND 

TODAY I CAN SAY, TO ThESE bRITISh 

pEOpLE ThAT I Am GRATEfuL TO YOu ALL 

fOR puTTING mE IN JAIL AND REmOvING 

ThAT ANGER fROm mY hEART.”
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Britishers, fought with love, we faced the blows of their lathis, but 
we never showed our anger. Today, our whole country has become 
a structure of IT. People from India are working in America and 
people of America are working in India. I would like to give a 
small example. A meeting of senior leaders of the Congress Party 
was held where one leader said that, look, now that the Britishers 
have gone, we should also get rid of the English language. This is 
the same English language which has sent our IT and Engineering 
professionals to America. This is the same English language which 
every youngster wants to learn, for making progress in life. Nehruji 
had said, we have to stay abreast with the world, we don’t want to 
stay secluded. The Britishers have left but we have to use English 
language to our advantage. We will use the Hindi language, we will 
also use the English language. Now those people who are angry and 
running our nation, they have said stop English. Everything will 
happen in Hindi only. Just think if we too had worked with anger 
and removed English then neither the IIT would have been there 
nor the IT, and our professionals would not have found employment 
in America or any other country.

The effect of love is long-lasting and what is happening today, the 
same foundation of love, the foundation of brotherhood is being 
demolished. This country is our home, whereas on the one side our 
house is being whitewashed, brothers are keeping the streets clean 
and whenever there is an opportunity everybody is cleaning the 

a storms, but every problem renewed a new vigour in us. This is 
because our leaders have learnt to face the struggles. We had trust 
on our principles and ideals and we stuck to them. The structure of 
the Congress Party was based on patriotism and love for the nation, 
and on the diverse cultural pride.

Even in the present circumstances we have to be dedicated towards 
those principles and ideals with full faith. As a Congress person 
each one of us should feel proud of the fact, that our Congress 
leaders have made this new India and they themselves were the 
nation builders.

This is not enough, that there is a debt of Jawaharlal Nehruji that is 
upon us and we should only remember it. We have to raise a public 
campaign, which should become everybody’s campaign. Only 
through that a tolerant and literate system can be maintained, for 
which Nehruji struggled all his life.

The character of Nehruji is not only in history books. His thoughts 
inspires our party even today, I have no doubt, that in the future 
too India will need those principles which he had given. Today, we 
shall be going back with this pledge, that we shall fight against those 

roads, and on the other side poison is being spread, the foundation 
is being weakened. And only one organization can fight against 
them, only you all and the Congress Party.

Only love can pacify anger and there is only one organization in this 
country, the organization of love, the organization of brotherhood, 
the organization of truth, the organization of every religion and 
every caste and that is your organization. I am not saying that 
Congress Party has not done any mistakes. We surely might have 
done mistakes, but there is no shortcoming in our thinking, there 
is no shortcoming in our hearts. The speech of Lovelyji was quite 
impressive.

You all have to fight this war, we all have to fight this war. Look, 
when the foundation gets weak, the enemies of the country take 
advantage of it. The way we all come together, the way we all stand 
united, in the same way this country makes rapid progress. Big 
promises were made that this would happen, that would happen. 
But nothing has happened. Only photo opportunities benefit is 
being taken and sweeping the roads is going on.

Now, when you go from here, spread this thinking of the Congress 
Party, the thinking of the brotherhood, the thinking about love, join 
yourselves with the people. We shall work together and once again 
the Congress Party will take this country ahead. I want to thank 
all of you. Jai Hind! v

thinkings, institutions and people, who are bent upon destroying 
the liberal character of India that was given by Nehruji. We have to 
go from here with this determination, that we shall give his legacy 
a new strength in the present situation in a constructive way.

Our thinking should be clean and straight, we have to search our 
replies with loyalty and honesty  with only one purpose in our mind 
and that is  the interest of Mother India, progress and prosperity 
of every Indian.

I feel that, if Jawaharlal Nehruji was present here today and if we had 
followed his advice, then he would have said this without hesitation  
get united, make the organization strong, go among the people, hear 
them, know their problems and wishes, make relationship with 
them and be part of their happiness and pain. I do not hesitate in 
telling them, that they should fight against all kind of communal 
thoughts, to protect the soul of India become a secular soldier. Tell 
me, are you ready to do all this?

You all have come here to express your sentiments for Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehruji, for which I thank all of you. v

NEhRuJI wAS ThE pRImE ARChITECT Of mODERN INDIA. hE ESTAbLIShED ThE bASIC INfRASTRuCTuRE IN 
hIS 17-YEAR TENuRE: SONIA GANDhI 

...continued from page 15
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new Delhi:  Congress President Sonia Gandhi, while addressing a 
function to commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of India’s first 
Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru at Delhi’s Talkatora stadium on 
13th November, 2014, launched a severe attack against the forces in the 
country who are attempting to wipe out the legacy of Pt. Nehru.
“Today attempts are being made to get rid of Nehru’s ideology, legacy and 
vision. Those who are indulging to destroy Nehru Ji’s ideals are not just 
attacking a person, but they are attacking a strong ideology, vision and 
great selfless efforts, services and contributions for our country.  Nehru 
always dreamt for a strong, self-reliant India whose people are bound 
with the principle of unity in diversity” Smt. Sonia Gandhi said while 
addressing thousands of Congress activists at the Talkatora stadium.
“But the very idea of India that Pandit Nehru had in his heart and even 
succeeded in forging in just 17 years as its Prime Minister is now under 
attack. Every Congress worker must unite and ensure that we fight all 
those divisive forces, bearing different colours and hues, tooth and nail to 
preserve the secular ideology that was Nehru’s and was Nehru himself,” 
Smt. Gandhi said, invoking Nehruvian Nationalism.
“There is perhaps no field that he did not contribute to, no problem of the 
country that he did not try to find a solution for given his tremendous 
energy which aimed to forge a new, united nation,” she added. 
“We must clearly understand that Mother India will be happy only if 
development reaches to entire people. I feel if Pt Nehru was here, then 
he would have asked us to stay united, connect with people, go to the 
masses, talk to them, understand their difficulties, take steps to mitigate 
their issues and strengthen the organisation.  He, without any second 
thought, would have told us to fight against all divisive ideologies to 
maintain the secular fabric and rich traditions of our country”. “… But 
let our critics know that our party has existed for over a hundred years 
and will continue to since we take inspiration from our forefathers,” said 
Sonia Gandhi while concluding her address.
nehru’s contributions
Earlier, speaking at the 125th birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru at the 

fIGhT AGAINST 
fORCES whO wANT 
TO DESTROY NEhRu’S 
LEGACY:  
SONIA GANDhI

Talkatora Stadium here, Congress president Smt. Sonia Gandhi said: 
“There is perhaps no field that he did not contribute to, no problem 
of the country that he did not try to find a solution for given his 
tremendous energy which aimed to forge a new united nation,” Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said. “If it wasn’t for him, it wouldn’t have been possible 
to launch the Chandrayaan and Mangalyan in space,” she added.
In his address, Shri Rahul Gandhi alleged: “Today, the angry people 
who run the country want to ban English to promote Hindi.”
“On the one hand, they pick up brooms so that they can have photo-ops 
while on the other they spread venom in the form of communal hatred. 
Only the Congress can fight and defeat the hatemongers running the 
country these days,” he added.
In a candid admission, Shri Rahul Gandhi continued, “I am not saying 
that we never committed mistakes, but we never compromised on 
our ideology. There is no lacking in our ideals.  We must, together, 
take our battle ahead. Remember, whenever the very foundation of 
a nation is weakened, the divisive forces get a boost.  Anti-national 
forces too try to dominate. The country will move forward when we 
stand and fight united”.
Congress President Sonia Gandhi, Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
and former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. Smt. Dikshit 
administered a pledge to 5,000-odd Congress workers and supporters 
to remain committed to Nehruvian values. An equal number of workers 
reportedly took the oath outside the venue. Former Chief Minister and 
Chairperson of Programme Implementation Committee Smt. Sheila 
Dikshit shared the dais. 
Earlier, in his welcome address, Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee 
President, Shri Arvinder Singh reminded party workers of the recent 
communal riots in Trilokpuri and launched a veiled attack on the 
BJP. He invoked the Nehruvian ideology of unity and secularism to 
counter the saffron party. “I feel sad not just as a Congressman but 
as a resident of Delhi. The city that used to be an example of unity 
and communal harmony is being targeted by forces which are trying 

to spread disharmony and destroy amity,” he 
said, adding that the Congress workers must 
commit themselves to thwart the attempt of 
these communal forces. 
Backing the PCC Chief, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said, “His speech was good and you all have to 
fight this battle.” Shri Rahul Gandhi also called 
upon the workers to fight the opposition party’s 
politics with the principles of non-violence. v

A report



Congress sandesh | 18 |  november 2014

NEhRu’S SERvICES TO INDIA ARE ImmEASuRAbLE: 
pRANAb mukhERJEE

I am honoured to deliver the 46thJawaharlal Nehru Memorial 
Lecture being organized on the occasion of the 125th birth 
anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru. I am grateful to Mrs. Sonia 

Gandhi, Chairperson and the Trustees of the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Memorial Fund for this invitation.

 It is not easy to do justice to Jawaharlal Nehru’s remarkable life 
as well as his contribution to the making of a modern India in a 
short lecture. I shall however strive today to briefly cover some of 
his views, his actions and the legacy he left behind.

In May of this year, India saw a peaceful transfer of power from one 
political formation to another for the eighth time since 1952. On 
September 24, 2014, the Mars Mission launched by the Indian Space 
Research Organization entered the orbit of the red planet. In 2008, 
India and United States concluded a Civil Nuclear Agreement which 
recognized India as a State with advanced nuclear technologies and 
brought India into the international nuclear mainstream.

 What I have cited above are three important but different moments 
in India’s recent history. But, a common thread which runs through 
them and what they dramatically illustrate is how Nehru’s legacy 
is not just intact, but continues to lead modern day India to new 
heights of achievement.

 Nehru’s services to India are immeasurable. He was one of the 
greatest figures of our times. Nehru had a clear vision of what 
modern India should look like and he set out to realize his dreams 
by establishing strong pillars which would support the young nation. 
If India is a vibrant democracy today, it is because of the foundations 
laid by Nehru. If India has become the third largest economy in the 
world in terms of Purchasing Power Parity, it is because of the multi-
purpose projects, the public sector undertakings and institutions 
of higher learning established by Nehru as well as the systematic 

planning process initiated by him. If India is today counted amongst 
the technologically advanced nations of the world, it is because of 
Nehru’s promotion of scientific temper and the chain of scientific 
research laboratories that he built across the country.

  It is Nehru who brought us from a backward and dependent 
economy to the emerging power we are today. It is he who has 
equipped Indians with the confidence and ability to ensure that 
our country obtains its rightful and honoured place amongst the 
leading nations of the world.

NEhRu AND ThE fREEDOm mOvEmENT
Jawaharlal Nehru’s contribution to the freedom movement was 
unique.

The end of the First World War saw the unravelling of major 
empires ruled by the Kaiser, the Caliph and the Tsar. In India, 
1917 saw the Home Rule Movement commence under the 
leadership of Dr. Annie Besant. Jawaharlal Nehru, still in his 
twenties, began his political career as one of the Joint Secretaries 
of the Home Rule League in Uttar Pradesh with his father Motilal 
Nehru as President. Jawaharlal Nehru then plunged into the Non-
Cooperation movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi and went 
to jail in December, 1921.

Thereafter, Nehru continued to be in the front ranks of the freedom 
movement. He became the Congress President at the age of 40 in 
the Lahore Congress of 1929. The transfer of baton from the father, 
Motilal Nehru who presided over the Congress Session at Calcutta 
in 1928 was not just symbolic. It truly meant a transfer of leadership 
of the Congress to the younger generation. The Lahore Congress 
declared “Purna Swaraj” as its goal and authorised the launch of 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. Nehru then went on to become 
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President of the Congress in the Lucknow Session of 1936, Faizpur 
Session in 1937 and many more times.

Long before freedom from foreign rule became a reality, Jawaharlal 
Nehru as President of the Indian National Congress declared in 
1936 that India’s ultimate objective was the establishment of “a 
democratic state,” “full democracy” and a “new social and economic 
order”[1]. Nehru also popularized the demand for a Constituent 
Assembly to draft India’s Constitution and made it a central issue 
in the 1937 provincial elections.

Nehru logged a total of 3262 days in jail during the freedom 
struggle with 1040 days during the 1942 Quit India Movement as 
the longest spell. It is during this period that Nehru penned the 
1200 page manuscript ofThe Discovery of India while under arrest 
in Ahmednagar Fort. It was written in flowing hand using rationed 
war time paper with no cut, blemish or correction. Nehru was 
prodigiously productive in terms of writing and thinking during 
his different periods in jail. As is well known, Glimpses of World 
Historywas written by him in 1934, based on 196 letters written 
to his young daughter, Indira from various prisons. He covered in 
these letters the entire history of humankind from 6000 B.C. to 
the time of writing these letters using only his personal notes and 
without any reference books.

Nehru’s intense passion for India’s freedom can be seen from his 
words of April 1942, “We want much”, “Our appetite for freedom 
is insatiable. We are hungry for it, and our throats are parched 
with thirst.”[2]

NEhRu AND pARLIAmENTARY DEmOCRACY
The establishment of full Parliamentary Democracy in India 
was a momentous step in the history of de- colonization. Nehru 
played a central role in shaping the process by which limited 
representative government given by the British in progressive doses 
was transformed into vibrant and powerful institutions that suited 
the genius of the Indian people. Democracy, for Nehru, meant a 
responsible and responsive political system governing through 
consultation and discussion. There was in him what his biographer 
S. Gopal calls:

“a granite core of intellectual and moral commitment to democratic 
values”[3].

Moving the ‘Objectives’ Resolution in the Constituent Assembly, 
Nehru observed “Whatever system of Government we may establish 
here must fit in with the temper of our people and be acceptable 
to them”[4].

Nehru established healthy practices and precedents as Leader of 
the House in the Provisional Parliament of 1950 and in the First, 
Second, and Third Lok Sabhas from 1952 to 1964. He treated 
Parliament with great respect and sat patiently through long and 
often tedious debates as an example to his colleagues and young 
parliamentarians. He spoke frequently in Parliament, and used 
it as a forum to disseminate his views to the public. Letters from 
Members of Parliament were invariably replied to personally 
and promptly. Nehru laid down conventions of lasting value by 
upholding the Speaker’s position in the House.

Nehru promoted frank discussions on subjects of importance in 
the Houses of Parliament and did not appreciate the use of public 
interest as a reason to deny information. Nehru was aware that 
the lack of an established Opposition meant significant weakness 
in the system. He said:

“I do not want India to be a country in which millions of people 
say “yes” to one man, I want a strong opposition.”[5]

Most of the time of Parliament Sessions during the first to the 
third Lok Sabhas were devoted to discussing legislation, budget, 
Plan and matters related to money and finance. The volume of 
financial transactions in those days was very meagre. In fact, 
Jawaharlal Nehru once jokingly commented that the budget of 
the Government of India is less than the budget of the New York 
Municipal Corporation. But, this did not prevent Members of 
Parliament from having full debate on various financial issues, 
especially the Five Year Plans.

Nehru frequently met Opposition leaders to exchange ideas on 
crucial issues and asked his Ministers to welcome probing questions 
and debates. Even though, there was no formal opposition party, 
Nehru gave highest respect to Opposition leaders like Dr. Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee, Shri Hiren Mukherjee, Shri H.V. Kamath, Shri 
A.K. Gopalan and Shri Ashok Mehta, all of whom were members 
of the first Lok Sabha. Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee who was elected to 
the second Lok Sabha and Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia who became 
member of the third Lok Sabha also received special attention 
from Nehru.

ThE ESTAbLIShmENT Of fuLL 

pARLIAmENTARY DEmOCRACY IN INDIA 

wAS A mOmENTOuS STEp IN ThE hISTORY 

Of DE- COLONIzATION. NEhRu pLAYED A 

CENTRAL ROLE IN ShApING ThE pROCESS 
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Nehru took keen interest in the Question Hour and was almost 
always present during the Hour. Nehru was attentive to the need to 
preserve and protect the rights and privileges of members. He was 
also particular that the dignity and prestige of the House should 
be maintained at all times.

Nehru had tremendous faith in the capacity of poor, unlettered 
people to understand issues and exercise reasoned choices. He did 
not use the excuse of the partition of the country and the consequent 
communal violence or influx of refugees to postpone elections. On 
the contrary, he was impatient to go to the people and unhappy 
that elections could not be held earlier. In the campaign for the 
first General Elections of 1951-52, Nehru personally travelled some 
25,000 miles and addressed around 35 million people or a tenth of 
India’s then population. He educated the people about the value of 
adult suffrage and their duty to discharge their right to vote with 
responsibility.

NEhRu AND SECuLARISm
Nehru was secular to the core. When the French writer André 
Malraux asked Nehru late in life what had been his most difficult 
task, he replied, “creating a just state by just means, I think....” And, 
after a brief pause: “Perhaps creating a secular state in a religious 
country, especially when its religion is not founded on an inspired 
book.”[6]

It was because of Nehru’s consistent efforts that India established 
itself as a secular state with equal rights for all regardless of their 
religious affiliation.

NEhRu AND EmpOwERmENT Of wOmEN
Nehru was keen that women play their part as equal citizens in the 
nation. Unlike in the West, women in India got the right to vote at 

the same time as men, a goal spelt out by the Congress as early as 
1928. He said in a speech at Kalyani in 1954 that:

“Women of India must play an adequate role in the building of the 
country. Without them the country cannot make rapid progress. 
The state of progress of the country can be known by the condition 
of its women because they are the makers of the people of the 
country”[7].

NEhRu AND fOREIGN pOLICY
The aftermath of World War II saw the globe split between two rival 
power blocs of East and West. For India, more so for Nehru, who 
as Prime Minister, held the portfolio of foreign affairs for seventeen 
long years, staying out of military blocs and alliances was essential 
to maintaining freedom of action for the nascent Indian state. 
Nehru refused to accept assistance under the Marshall Plan so as 
not to compromise India’s independence in foreign policy matters.

Nehru’s policy of non-alignment did not mean equidistance or 
isolationism. It meant independence of judgment and action. It 
was not a passive but a pro-active and dynamic policy in which 
India was strongly committed to the goals of the United Nations 
and would do its best for peace in the world. Nehru did not wish 
to involve India in the conflict which the great powers were waging 
or become a camp follower of any group.

As early as in 1946, India moved a resolution in the United Nations 
General Assembly condemning racial discrimination in South 
Africa. India sent troops for peace keeping to the Gaza strip and 
Congo. India was a tireless campaigner against nuclear weapons and 
testing in the oceans and the atmosphere. It played an important 
role in the conclusion of the Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 
1963. Today, when the Cold War has passed into history books, it 
should be kept in mind that Nehru’s foreign policy was rooted in 
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the sound, consistent principle of “India first”.

NEhRu AND ThE buILDING Of INDIA’S ECONOmY
India emerged from colonial rule a mostly agrarian country. 
Agriculture had been virtually stagnant for half a century and the 
average rate of economic growth was less than one percent. Against 
this dismal backdrop, the first fifteen years saw an estimated GDP 
growth at 4% and nearly 2 percent per capita (as opposed to 0.1 
percent in the years 1900-47). This was a historic turning point and 
India was on par with the best performing economies of its time, 
ahead of China, UK, Japan[8].

Congress President Subash Chandra Bose in 1938 set up a National 
Planning Committee with Jawaharlal Nehru as its Chairman. 
Jawaharlal Nehru included in it not just politicians but scientists, 
economists, businessmen and industrialists.Planning was seen by 
Nehru as a vast national endeavour and not just the task of the 
Planning Commission.The well known economist P.C. Mahalanobis 
described the Nehruvian approach to planning as the Middle Way 
or the Middle Path. The Mixed Economy and Welfare State emerged 
thereafter as important concepts. The setting up of the Planning 
Commission, the emergence of the public sector, of land reforms, 
of regulations on industrial monopoly, of state trading were all 
the result of Nehru’s multifaceted initiatives. Nehru also devised 
the institution of the National Development Council (NDC) to 
secure national and inter-regional consensus on development 
programmes. The NDC has been described as an example of 
federalism in action.

Nehru oriented the country to the socialist path by including the 
Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution. It was at the 
historic Avadi Session of the Indian National Congress in 1955, that 
the Congress gave itself, formally, the creed of a socialistic pattern 
of society. The Session coincided with the launch of the Second Five 
Year Plan. From then onwards, vigorous utilization of resources, 
rapid industrialization and achieving equitable distribution became 
the nation’s priorities.

Nehru has been criticised in later years for having accorded primacy 
to the Government in economic matters. These policies must be 
however seen in the context of Nehru’s times. Capital formation in 
a society, exploited for 190 years was a huge task which could not 
be left to the private sector alone. Planning helped allocate scarce 
resources in accordance with national priorities. The relative merit 
of a regulated economy was widely accepted those days.

Nehru’s efforts did not throttle private initiative. The private sector 
continued to play an important role, especially in agriculture and 
small and medium industries. In fact, during the early days of 
independence, even the private sector supported the idea of a key 
role for government in creating economic growth. Moreover, many 
private sector companies received strong support from public sector 
financial institutions, enabling them turn into domestic giants in 
their respective fields.

Nehru’s speech at the inauguration of the Bhakra Nangal Dam still 
remains in memory as one of his finest ever.

“For me, the temples, the gurudwaras, the churches, the mosques of 

today are these places where human beings labour for the benefit of 
other human beings, of humanity as a whole. They are the temples 
of today. I feel more, if I may use the word, religious-minded when 
I see these great works than when I see any temple or any place 
of pure worship. These are the places of worship because here we 
worship something; we build up Indians; we build up the millions 
of India and so this is a sacred task”[9].

Investment in steel and fertilisers, hydro-electric dams and 
aluminium smelters had an all round effect on the economy. Growth 
rates in agriculture during 1950-65 averaged 2.6 percent, higher 
than in the entire first half of the 20thcentury in India.

S. Gopal has summarised Nehru’s achievements as follows:  ”He 
consolidated a nation, trained it for democracy, constructed a 
model for economic development and set the country on the path 
to growth[10].”

NEhRu AND SCIENCE
Nehru believed that caste prejudices, religious bigotry, social 
inequalities etc. could be eliminated only by developing a scientific 
spirit in our social relations and mental habits. Along with scientific 
achievement, the development of a scientific frame of mind and a 
scientific habit of thinking was equally important. Science was not 
only a search for truth, but also meant for the betterment of man.

A Science Policy was adopted by the Government and scientific 
laboratories set up across the country. Indian Institutes of 
Technology were established to nurture manpower in engineering. 
Frontier disciplines such as space and atomic energy came under 
the personal supervision of the Prime Minster.

CONCLuSION
Today we tend to take for granted the success of our Parliamentary 
Democracy. It must be however kept in mind that in many 
newly independent nations, first generation nationalist leaders 
concentrated all power in their own hands and were succeeded by 
military rulers. It was Jawaharlal Nehru and other founding fathers 
who ensured that on gaining independence, power was transferred 
to the people of India through adoption of the Constitution and 
regular free and fair elections.

At the time of independence, it was widely believed that India would 
soon lapse into authoritarianism and the democratic experiment 
will collapse. India consolidated itself in the difficult formative years 
of its nation-building because of the strong and stable system of 
parliamentary democracy established by Nehru.

The challenge that India faced and the importance of her success 
has been well described by former Prime Minister of Britain, Sir 
Anthony Eden:

“Of all the experiments in government, which have been attempted 
since the beginning of time, I believe that the Indian venture 
into parliamentary government is the most exciting. A vast sub-
continent is attempting to apply to its tens and thousands of millions 
a system of free democracy. It is a brave thing to try to do so. The 
Indian venture is not a pale imitation of our practice at home, but 
a magnified and multiplied reproduction on a scale we have never 
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lucknow: Eleven children are feared drowned in a boat tragedy 
near Rae Bareli on 8th November, 2014 morning. The Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi rushed to her constituency to 
console the bereaved families. The tragedy took place at Raalpur 
Ghat of Saraini block of the district. All the children belonged to 
Kanjas village. The rescue operations are facing difficulties due 
to the rising stream of the river.

As soon as the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi got the 
news of the boat tragedy, she cancelled all her programmes and 
went to Lucknow and via Unnao reached Kanjas village to be with 
the grieving families. She reached Rae Bareli and stayed with the 
grieving families for a long time.

According to locals, a group of 16 was going to a temple across 
the river from Raalpur Ghat on a boat when it capsized. “The 
boat got caught in the swirling current of the rising river.  After 
the rickety boat started sinking, everyone jumped into the river. 
While five managed to swim to safety, 11 got drowned. Bodies of 
three children have been recovered, while search is on for eight 
other missing children. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi expressed her sorrow to the affected families 
and shared their grief. v

bOAT TRAGEDY IN RAE bARELIdreamt of. If it succeeds, its influence on Asia is incalculable for 
good. Whatever the outcome, we must honour those who attempt 
it.”[11]

Nehru when once asked what his legacy to India would be, replied: 
“Hopefully, it is four hundred million people capable of governing 
themselves”[12].

In the words of S Gopal,

“Achieved against daunting odds, democracy in India - Adult 
suffrage, a sovereign Parliament, a free press, an independent 
judiciary - is Nehru’s most lasting monument.”[13]

Jawaharlal Nehru’s life and vision, his struggles and his achievements 
were no less than epic. But it is his deep democratic spirit and 
practice of a politics vested in the sovereignty of the people that 
is his most precious legacy to us. The manner in which 66.4% of 
our 834 million strong electorate exercised their vote in the recent 
elections to the 16th Lok Sabha is the best validation of Nehru’s 
efforts in the above regard.

Democracy has struck deep roots in India and survived against 
enormous odds thanks to Nehru’s stewardship of the nation in 
its early years.Every one of our institutions from the independent 
judiciary and free press to the legislatures and the Election 
Commission bear the hallmark of Nehru.

Looking ahead, we must renew afresh the imperative of protecting 
and strengthening our democratic institutions and practices. 
Imperfect they may be, but they represent the best way forward for 
our nation as we forge ahead into the 21stcentury.

I conclude this memorial lecture saluting and paying my humble 
respects to Jawahar, the Jewel of India. India is what it is today 
because of Nehru, his vision and his lifetime of dedication to the 
nation. Let us celebrate his legacy and draw inspiration from his 
life to take our nation towards greater and greater glory.

Thank you, Jai Hind. v
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Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964), was the first and foremost 
Leader of the Indian National Congress, who proved himself 

instrumental in making India embark upon the path of socialism. 
It was due to his untiring efforts since late 20’s that socialism, Nehru 
and Congress - the three words, became inter-linked and dominated 
the political scene of India. His powerful oratory, art of presentation, 
non-violent approach and dashing personality put him at the apex 
among the socialists in India.

Nehru became interested in the philosophy of socialism from 
an early period in his life, while studying law in London, he was 
“vaguely attracted to the Fabians and socialistic ideas.”  01 But 
such ideas on socialism were formed mainly from books, and 
not from practical experiences. In 1920, Nehru visited some of 
the villages in U.P. This adventure was a revelation to him. Until 
now, he was ignorant of village-life and the dumb-misery of the 
starving peasants who were clad in rags, 
hunger and emancipation. It was a novel 
and eye-opening experience for him and 
he has recalled in his ‘An Autobiography’:

“Looking at them and their misery and 
overflowing gratitude, I was filled with 
shame and sorrow, shame at my own 
easy-going and comfortable life and our 
petty politics of the city which ignored 
this vast multitude of  semi-naked sons 
and daughters of India, sorrow at the 
degradation and overwhelming poverty 
of India. A now picture of India seemed 
to rise before me, naked, starving, crushed 
and utterly miserable.”  02 

Such a horrible scene shook his bourgeois 
political outlook, and gradually he looked 
moving towards the path of socialism. In 
1926, he visited many European countries 
. This visit left an imprint on Nehru’s 
outlook. While in Europe, he attended the Congress of Oppressed 
Nationalities at Brussels as the representative of the Indian National 
Congress. At the Brussels Congress, he saw the inner conflicts of 
the western labour world on the one hand and straight-forwardness 

SOCIALISm Of JAwAhARLAL NEhRu  
AND  

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

of the communists at other side. This left 
better impression on Nehru regarding 
Communism. , which he has recorded in the 
following words:

 “They gave me also an insight into the inner 
conflicts of the Western Labour world. So 
I turned inevitably with good will towards 
communism, for, whatever its faults, it was at 
least not hypothetical and not imperialistic. 
These attracted me, as also the tremendous 
changes taking place in Russia.”  03 

After the Brussels Congress, Jawaharlal Nehru visited U.S.S.R. 
along with his father, Motilal Nehru and sister Krishna Nehru. 
Motilal Nehru “found it hard to understand the new Russia and 

the collective idea of the Soviets.” 04 But 
Jawaharlal was greatly impressed by the 
tremendous changes taking place over 
there, Nehru has recalled:

“My outlook was wider, and nationalism 
by itself seemed to me definitely a narrow 
and insufficient creed. Political freedom, 
independence, were no doubt essential, but 
they were steps only in the right direction; 
without social freedom and a socialistic 
structure of society and the state, neither 
the country nor the individual could 
develop much . In Soviet Russia, despite 
certain unpleasant aspects, attracted me 
greatly and seemed to hold forth a message 
of hope to the world,” 05 

This visit of the Soviet land left a profound 
impression on Nehru’s mind. Socialism 
was his new creed now, and the Soviet 
Union was seen as the land where such 

a creed flourished, despite many drawbacks. “I must confess” he 
wrote, that the impressions I carried back with me from Moscow 
were very favourable and all my reading has confirmed these 
impressions, although there is much that I do not understand and 
much that I do not like or admire.” 06 The admiration he developed 
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for the Soviets was obvious in all his writings and speeches of the 
time. In his book he did assert that “no one can deny the fascination 
of this strange Eurasian country of the thrones of the mighty and 
upset the best-laid schemes of mice and men,” and he added: “If 
Russia finds a statutory solution of these (problems). our work in 
India is made easier.” 07 On his return to India, while addressing 
the All-Bengal students Conference at Calcutta on September 23, 
1923, he once again reiterated, “I do believe in communism as an 
ideal of society,” and in the same speech declared:

 “And Russia, what of her? An outcaste like us from nations and 
much slandered and often erring. But in spite of her many mistakes 
she stands today as the greatest opponent of imperialism and her 
record with the nations of the East has been just and generous.  
Russia goes to the East as equal, not as a conqueror or a race-proud 
superior, Is it any wonder that she is welcomed?” 08 

Nehru was a man of strong likes and dislikes. As he was impressed 
by the new system of Russia, he took keen interest in spreading “the 
ideology of socialism especially among Congress workers and the 
intelligentsia, for these people, who were the backbone of the national 
movement, brought largely in terms of the narrowest nationalism.” 
09 While preaching the gospel of socialism, Nehru realized that “a 
vague confused socialism was already part of the atmosphere of 
India but Marxian theory was influencing them increasingly, and 
a few considered themselves as hundred percent Marxists. This 
tendency was strengthened in India, as in Europe and America, by 
development in the Soviet Union, and particularly the five year plan.
”10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

By this time the creed of the Congress was simply political- the 
demand for freedom. But socialistic influences compelled Nehru 
to think in terms of economics too. He realized that society would 
not improve unless justice was done with the “have-not” class. Thus, 
he declared forcefully in his presidential address at Lahore in 1929:

“The Congress, it is said, must hold the balance fairly between 
capital - labour and zamindar- tenant. But the balance has been 
and is terribly weighted on one side, and to maintain statuesque 
is to maintain injustice and exploitation. The only way to do right 
is to do away with the domination of any class over another.” 11 

Again in the same speech he stressed that:  “Our economic 
programme must, therefore, be based on a human outlook and must 
not sacrifice man to money. If an industry cannot be run without 
starving its workers, then the industry must be closed down. If the 
workers on the land have not enough to eat, then the intermediaries 
who deprive them of their full share must go. The least that every 
worker in field or factory is entitled to is a minimum wage which 
will enable him to live in moderate comfort, and humane hours of 
labour which do not break his strength and spirit.” 12 

Nehru realized that the root cause of India’s poverty was the system 
introduced by the British imperialists. He knew that the whole setup 
of the British Government had been organized on the principle of 
exploitation. Thus, the pledge of Independence on 26th January 
1930, which was drafted by Nehru, clearly denounced the British 
Government. It goes: “The British Government in India has not 
only deprived the Indian people of their freedom but has based 

itself on the exploitation of the masses, and has ruined India 
economically, politically, culturally and spiritually.” 13 In such a 
situation he perceived that :

 “India’s immediate goal can, therefore, only be considered in the 
terms of the ending of the exploitation of her people. Politically 
it must mean independence and the severance of the British 
connection, which means imperialist domination must go.  It  mean 
the ending of all special class privileges and vested interests. The 
whole world is struggling to this end; India can do no less, and in 
this way the Indian struggle for freedom lines up with the world 
struggle.”14

 The nature of Nehru’s socialism has been a great riddle. The reasons 
are obvious. First of all, Nehru did not belong to any distinct school 
of socialist thought. His ideas were fusion of several schools of 
thought of Western and Eastern traditions. Secondly, he wanted 
to introduce socialism in accordance with the traditions and 
necessities of India. Thus, in a sense, Nehru’s socialism became a 
compromise between Marxism and Gandhism, between Leninism 
and liberalism, between proletarian socialism and nationalistic 
bourgeoism, between highly advanced industrialism and rural 
cottage industrialism, between violent revolution and non-violent  
revolution. It was on this ground that Nehru’s socialism has been 
condemned as “compromise” and “confusion”. 15 To yet others, 
because of this type of socialism, Nehru was “out of place every 
where, at home no where.” 16 On the other hand, Nehru has been 
applauded as “the harbinger of the socialist trend in Indian national 
movement,” 17 and “the white hope of world socialism”. 18 “There 
can be no doubt, however,” maintains Dr. V.P. Varma, “that Nehru 
has the dominant place in putting socialism as a concrete social 
and economic objective before the Congress and the country “19

As Nehru’s socialism has been condemned and applauded alike, 
it is essential to judge his concepts on marxism and communists, 
socialism and socialists, Gandhism and Gandhians, and finally 
Congress-ideology and Congressites. It is only in this way that 
Nehru’s socialism will receive fair deal from us. v

*Author is a  Congress Delegate from Bihar
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new Delhi: The Japanese government 
headed by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on 
3rd November, 2014 announced that it had 
conferred a rare civilian honour on former 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
for enhancing ties between Asia’s second 
and third largest economies. Dr. Singh is 
among 57 foreign recipients of the 2014 
Autumn Imperial Decorations and the 
first Indian to be bestowed with the Grand 
Cordon of the Order of the Paulownia 
Flowers, which is a “high level National 
Order”, a statement from the Japanese 
embassy said. “The Grand Cordon of the 
Order of the Paulownia Flowers will be 
bestowed in recognition of his significant 
contributions to the enhancement of 
relations and the promotion of friendship 
between Japan and India for about 35 years,” 
the statement said. “The Grand Cordon of 
the Order of the Paulownia Flowers is a 
high level National Order rarely awarded 
to those who are recognized for their 
distinguished contributions,” the statement 
added. Japan, under the leadership of 
Abe, is widely seen as a friend of India. 
Abe is the grandson of Nobusuke Kishi, 
the first Japanese Prime Minister to visit 
independent India, in 1957.

The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 4th November, 2014 congratulated 
former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
upon being awarded Japan’s high civilian 
order - The Grand Cordon of the Order of 
the Paulownia Flowers.

“A rare and well-deserved recognition of a 
Statesman by the Government of Japan, the 

JApAN CONfERS A RARE CIvILIAN hONOuR  
TO DR. mANmOhAN SINGh
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and  
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhu congratulates Dr. Manmohan Singh

award to Dr Singh 
makes us, as indeed 
the entire nation 
proud,” she said.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said that the award 
rightly recognises Dr. 
Singh’s distinguished 
a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t 
contributions towards enhancement of 
relations and the promotion of friendship 
between Japan and India for 35 years.

“Manmohan Singh is the first Indian 
recipient of this Order.” Dr. Singh had said 
he was truly honoured and felt “humbled 
by the love and affection showered upon me 
by the people and Government of Japan.”

He had said it had been his dream to see 
India-Japan relationship grow and prosper 
and “this is an objective towards which I 
have worked, not only in my tenure as the 
Prime Minister of India, but across the 
larger part of my career in public service”.

Dr. Singh, who served as the Prime Minister 
for 10 years from 2004, had said he was 
heartened to witness the transformation 
in India-Japan relations into a durable 
partnership. 

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi also congratulated Dr. Singh, 
saying the award recognises the former 
Prime Minister’s immense contribution to 
strengthening bilateral ties and promoting 
friendship between the two countries.

“I am proud, as all Indians are today of Dr. 

Singh’s statesmanship and farsightedness 
in guiding India-Japan relations over the 
course of his long and distinguished career 
in public service,” he said.

About order of the Paulownia Flowers

T h e   O r d e r  o f  t h e  P a u l o w n i a 
Flowers   is  an  order   presented by 
the  Japanese  Government. Established in 
1888 during the  Meiji Restoration  as the 
highest award in the  Order of the Rising 
Sun; however, since 2003 it has been an 
Order in its own right. The only grade of 
the order is Grand Cordon of the Order of 
the Paulownia Flowers, which ranks higher 
than the Order of the Rising Sun but lower 
than the Order of the Chrysanthemum.

Traditionally, the order has been conferred 
upon eminent statesmen, former prime 
ministers and senior cabinet ministers, 
diplomats and judges. It may be conferred 
posthumously, and is the highest regularly 
conferred honor in the Japanese honors 
system. Awards are not made annually, and 
only 16 individuals have been decorated 
since 2003, 14 Japanese (two posthumously) 
and two Americans (one of Japanese 
descent, United States Senator  Daniel 
Inouye).  v
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Congress president shocked over 
sterilization surgery deaths in Chhattishgarh
new Delhi: Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed 
deep shock and grief over the unfortunate incident of deaths and 
critical illness of unsuspecting women at a Government sterilization 
camp in Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh. In a condolence message, “she 
has conveyed her condolences to the family members and friends 
of those who have lost their near ones and prayed for early recovery 
of those undergoing treatment.  

Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi also expressed his concern and 
said “Extremely saddened to hear of the deaths in a sterilization 
camp in Chattisgarh. My condolences to the families who lost loved 
ones in this terrible tragedy. The government must take strict action 
against the guilty and ensure the best possible treatment and care 
for those who are still in a critical condition.”

Eleven women died and 34 were reported critical after undergoing 
“faulty” sterilisation surgeries at a government-organised family 
planning camp in Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh.

Eighty three women underwent the procedure in five hours at the 
free sterilisation camp, organised by the Bilaspur district health 
department on November 8, at the Nemichand Jain hospital.

Around 60 women fell sick after the surgery and were admitted to 
different hospitals in Bilaspur. 

Unhygienic conditions led to deaths: Pradesh Congress Committee

“Medicines past their expiry date were given to the patients and 
the surgeries were conducted in an extremely unhygienic place 
which led to the deaths. This is criminal negligence on the part of 
the government,” State Congress President ShriBhupeshBaghel told 
reporters in Bilaspur after visiting the victims at a hospital.

Congress workers protested against the State government and 
demanded resignation of Chief Minister Raman Singh and Health 
Minister Amar Agrawal and lodged an FIR against the duo at a 
police station in Bilaspur. “How can they conduct 83 surgeries in 
five hours when each surgery takes at least 20 minutes?,” asked 
ShriBaghel. v

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 15th November, 
2014 met the family members of the deceased and the victims of 
the botched up sterilization camp in Chhattisgarh.

Attacking the BJP government Rahul Gandhi said that instead of 
accepting responsibility the government was trying to cover-up the 
case. He also demanded resignation of the State’s health minister 
Shri Amar Agrawal.

“The duty of the government is to serve and provide good health 
services. Contrary to this, the camps were not properly organized. 

bJp GOvERNmENT 
IS RESpONSIbLE 
fOR ThE TRAGEDY IN 
ChhATTISGARh: RAhuL 
GANDhI

Instead of takig responsibility for the incident, medicines used in 
the sterilization camp are being burnt. Evidence are being destroyed. 
They are trying to cover-up the case,” he said in Bilaspur.

Rahul Gandhi demanded a thorough investigation and alleged that 
corruption had a role in the tragedy.

“I met the family members of the women who lost their lives. They 
told me what had happened and said it was due to contaminated 
medicines that the women had to face complications. It’s not just a 
case of negligence, but a case of corruption. It is the responsibility 
of the government to check such things, but it has clearly failed to 
do so,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The sterilization surgeries at the government-run medical camp has 
so far claimed lives of 13 young women, while 38 others, who were 
affected by the botched up sterilization surgeries, are undergoing 
treatment. v
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GRIT AND SAGACITY

hOw INDIRA GANDhI fACED  
EARLY pOLITICAL  ChALLANGES

tributes

After Pt Jawaharlal Nehru, Smt Indira Gandhi has been India’s 
longest serving Prime Minister.   While Pt Nehru was the 

country’s head of government for nearly 17 years, from Aug 15 
1947 to May 27 1964, Indiraji was the Prime Minister for over 
16 years in two phases  Jan 24, 1966 to March 1977 and from Jan 
1980 to Oct 31, 1984.

Though the re-election of Indiraji in 1971, following a midterm 
poll, and in 1980, was a smooth and unchallenged  affair, she had 
to face a formidable challenge in her election, as Prime Minister 
in 1966, and subsequent re-election the following year. This article 
recapitulates in brief the events of 1966 and 1967 relating to the 
election of the leader of Congress Parliamentary Party (CPP) and 
hence the Prime Minister.

Af ter  the  sudden death of 
India’s second Prime Minister, 
LalBahadurShastri, in Tashkent,  
on January 11, 1966, following the 
historic Tashkent accord between 
India and Pakistan, the Congress 
had had to immediately choose 
his successor.   As after the death 
of Jawaharlal Nehru,  on May 27, 
1964, Gulzarilal Nanda the Home 
Minister, was made the interim 
Prime Minister till the election 
of the new leader CPP.   And as 
in 1964, Nanda, however feebly, 
threw his hat in the ring.  Though 
the names of Defence Minister Y. 
B. Chavanand  BabuJagjivan Ram 
were also doing the rounds the 
main contest narrowed down to 
Smt Indira Gandhi and Morarji 
Desai who had earlier lost the 
race of Prime Ministership to 
LalBahadurShastri.  Dom Moraes, 
a renowned journalist vividly 
captures the political scenario 
in his biography captioned “Mrs 
Gandhi”:-

Gulazarilal Nanda, who had 

acted as Prime Minister during the 
period between Nehru’s death and 
Shastri’s election, now once more stood 
in until the appointment of a new Prime 
Minister.   But he had little political 
support and it was thought highly 
unlikely that he would be asked to 
continue his duties.   Desai, hungry as 
a hawk, waited to pounce from the 
sky.  But he did not have the Syndicate 
behind him.       The five shareholders in 
the Syndicate in their separate states 
each held solid packages of votes, but were unsure to whom 

they should give them. Outside the 
Syndicate another candidate was 
Y. B. Chavan, but he came from 
Maharashtra, and though he had a 
considerable amount of support in 
his own large state, he was virtually 
unknown through the rest of the 
country.     The Syndicate, towards 
which Desai had been bitterly 
scornful, realized that he must be 
defeated.  It was not so much that 
the Syndicate and Desai were very 
different in their policies, but they 
were similar in their mutual dislike.

K. Kamaraj who was the Congress 
President, had managed to avert 
a contest in CPP by “ consensus 
“ formula after Pt Nehru’s death, 
but this time he could not as 
Morarji Desai was determined 
not to withdraw.   Kamaraj was 
equally determined that Indira 
Gandhi wins.   He is believed to 
have shared his sentiments with a 
colleague accompanying him on a 
special flight from Chennai (then 
Madras) to Delhi:

She knows all the world leaders, has 

praveen Davar
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travelled widely with her father, has grown up amongst the great men 
of the freedom movement, has a rational and modern mind, is totally 
free of any parochialism-state, caste or religion .   She has possibly 
inherited her father’s scientific temper and, above all, in 1967 election 
she can win the election.

Besides Kamaraj, another leader who played a notable part in 
mobilizing support for Mrs Gandhi was D.P. Mishra, the Chief 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh.  D.P. Mishra had even earlier, after Pt 
Nehru’s death, tried to project her in place of LalBahadurShastri, but 
Mrs  Gandhi politely declined making it clear that she considered 
“Shastri the best man for the job.”

Even though the election of CPP leader was restricted to Members 
of Parliament from both Houses, getting the moral & public support 
of Chief Ministers was considered crucial.  Between Kamaraj and 
D.P. Mishra support of the majority of the Chief Ministers for 
Mrs Gandhi was worked out painstakingly.   The exception was 
SuchetaKripalini of UP. However, that did not matter much as 
majority of MPs belonging to UP supported Mrs Indira Gandhi.   
With all efforts for consensus not materialising,  Jan 19, 1966 was 
fixed as the date to elect the leader of CPP.   Before she went to 
Parliament House Mrs Gandhi visited Rajghat to pay homage to 
Gandhiji and to Teen Murti to feel the spirit of her illustrious father.

When the ballot papers were counted the results showed Mrs 
Gandhi winning by 186 votes.  She had polled 355 votes against 169 
of Morarji Desai.  Mrs Gandhi was sworn in as third Prime Minister 
of India on 24 Jan 1966.  Both her sons were away to England.   On 
the eve of her election as CPP leader she had written to Rajiv Gandhi 
and quoted a poem from Robert Frost, the poet made famous by 
the display of his following lines at Jawaharlal Nehru is bedside :-

The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep. 
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.

To Rajiv Indiraji, however, quoted from another poem by 
Robert Frost:-

How hard it is to keep from being king

When it is in you and the situation

Only a year later, in 1967, the general elections to the LokSabha 
were held.  Even though the Congress won 285 seats with a 41% 
of votes, its tally came down heavily from 369 in the previous 
LokSabha.  A number of Congress stalwarts, including Congress 
President Kamaraj lost the elections as did S.K Patil in Maharashtra 
and AtulyaGhosh in West Bengal.  However, Mrs Gandhi won from 
Rae Bareli with a huge margin.  This put her in a much stronger 
position.  But the old guard would not give up without a fight and 
once again tried to pitch Morarji Desai against her.  By this time 
Congress President Kamaraj had become disillusioned with Mrs 
Gandhi and, alongwith the Syndicate, toyed with the idea making 
Morarji Desai as the new Prime Minister. But having bitten the 
dust in his home state of Madras (now Tamil Nadu) MrKamaraj’s 
authority had eroded and so also of some senior leaders who had 
either lost themselves or the states they belonged to.

Kamaraj, however, did not openly support Morarji Desai and 

remained noncommittal.   Mrs Gandhi was advised by her well 
wishers, including some seniors bureaucrats, to offer Morarji Desai 
a senior position in the Cabinet.  Meanwhile, a senior bureaucrat 
I.G. Patel called on Morarji Desai and pleaded with him not to 
contest against Mrs Gandhi as country was facing many challenges 
for which services of both were paramount.  Some of the senior 
Ministers - Y. B. Chavan, Ashok Mehta and Dinesh Singh  took 
the view that Mrs Gandhi should not compromise with Desai.   
However, taking everyone by surprise (surprise was always a key 
element of her political strategy), Mrs Gandhi called on Morarji 
Desai and the leadership issue was resolved.   Morarji Desai was 
offered   and accepted the Deputy Prime Ministership and with 
it the Finance portfolio even though he was desperate for Home.

After her re-election as Prime Minister, Smt Indira Gandhi was 
now in much stronger position and, from this position of strength, 
dealt with another immediate problem with great tenacity   and 
political wisdom:  the election of the third President of India. Dr 
S. Radhakrishnan, who had succeeded DrRajendra Prasad after 
two terms as Vice President, was due to retire. Mrs Gandhi was not 
inclined to give him a second term and decided on the candidature 
of Vice President ZakirHussain.  This was a master stroke.  Though 
DrZakirHussain was not chosen on communal considerations he 
will be the first President of India from the minority community.  
Durga Das in his Magnum Opus

“India from Curzon to Nehru and After “ writes :-

Although marked by a great deal of political confusion, the post-
election scene saw at least one of Gandhi’s many wishes fulfilled.   
Bapu had looked forward to the day when a predominantly Hindu 
India would elect a Muslim or a Harijan as its President.  This dream 
came true when ZakirHussain, sponsored by the Congress, was voted 
President after defeating K. SubbaRao, the candidate of the combined 
Opposition.  But Hussain was not chosen on the basis of communal 
consideration. He was chosen because of the distinction and success 
with which he had held the office of Vice President and the patriotic 
and non-partisan way in which he had conducted himself.  She did 
not favour a second term for Radhakrishnan and in consultation 
with Desai, boldly sponsored Hussain’s candidature. The move 
received moral strength when Desai insisted that the Congress show 
its disapproval of the manner in which SubbaRao had made the office 
of Chief Justice of India a subject of controversy by agreeing to resign 
and stand for election.

This was perhaps the last time that Morarji Desai would support 
a proposal of Mrs Gandhi.  Soon they will fall apart, and the rest 
is history.

Though her bold and courageous leadership leading to India’s 
grand victory in 1971 war and creation of Bangladesh, is now part 
of contemporary history, Smt Indira Gandhi’s other monumental 
achievements like ushering in the green revolution, lifting millions 
above poverty line, strengthening  secularism  enhancing India’s 
global prestige and, above all, her martyrdom to preserve the 
nation’s unity and integrity, will never be forgotten by a grateful 
nation. v

(The writer, a former Secretary AICC , is Member National 
Commission for Minorities.  The views expressed by him are 

personal)
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Former President of America Ronald Reagan had said, “the 
Prime Minister of world’s largest democracy and chairperson 

of the Non-aligned Movement Smt. Indira Gandhi was the source 
of global leadership. She would always be remembered in the world 
for her determined efforts towards encouraging peace, security 
and economic development and for the protection of democratic 
values.” Indira Gandhi was a leader with very strong determination. 
Remaining on her position, she took stringent steps. Saved the 
country from disintegration  eradicated extremism from Punjab 
and while defeating the enemy divided their country and created 
a new nation. She did not even care for American’s warning and 
their Naval fleet.

Former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee has written in his 
book ‘My Parliamentary Journey’ “the role of Indiraji will always 
be remembered in the making of Bangladesh. The way she led in 
making a strategic plan in defeating Pakistan, by which the large 
Pakistan Army was compelled to lay down their arms in Dhaka is 
an act in this context full of praise and honour. She did not allow the 
political differences to come in between in her personal relations. 
She would always be remembered for her personal experience, 
proficiency, decision making and strictness.”

Indira Gandhi participated in the freedom struggle. The blood 
flowing in her views was full of patriotism. She had clearly 
declared when she was young that she wanted to fight the war of 
independence like “Joan of Arc’. There may be few examples in the 
world where thousands of soldiers together surrendered and after 
her and the family’s big defeat in the elections and came back after 
some time with more power becoming the Prime Minister.”

She had shown that a simple Indian women with a feeling of service 
can reach the highest post of administration and manage to control 
the safety and independence of crores of Indians. She had shown to 
the world that woman of this country is great and is a symbol of self-
respect, her name will be included in the list of those women who 
had given and sacrificed everything for the honour of the country.

In 1961, the American Vice-president Mr. Johnson and his wife 
Mrs. Johnson had come to India on a visit. After concluding their 
tour, when Mrs. Johnson returned to America, she gave a statement 
about Indira Gandhi and India and said, “if you really want to see 
India, then go and visit their villages, if you want to know about 
them, then read the poems of poet Ravindra Nath Tagore, if you 
want to learn about the purpose of Indian life, then follow the path 
of a teacher like Indira Gandhi and I feel fortunate enough that I 
had witnessed all the three faces.”

One famous journalist had asked, “what is the secret of your 
popularity?” Indiraji replied, “I love my people and the people 
love me, people hunger for love and affection, people also know 
that I do not require anything for myself and I do not like flattery. I 
remain busy in my work which is my habit, and I shall remain so.”

Smt. Gandhi gave special emphasis on the improvement of the 
position of women and dalits and to give them respect in the 

society. She felt that in our country women and dalits do not have 
social freedom and authority. If the society gives them equality, the 
nation too will progress.

Indiraji had given a new shape to the main purpose of “growth with 
stability” project to be named as “growth with social justice”. And 
for the first time the Dalit Development Fund was raised to 1362 
crores. By implementing the Land Ceiling Act, the programme 
started to give land with rights to the dalits. Lakhs of Dalits got 
opportunities in government service, particularly in Medical, 
Engineering and judiciary, decision to give reservation to dalits for 
teachers’ post was made by the University Grants Commission. In 
1976, it was her decision to give 22.5 percent reservation to dalits 
in the private sector.

Smt. Gandhi had seen many ups and down in politics, but without 
demur she decided to abolish the special rights of kings and privy 
purse, by nationalization of the banks, she wanted that the social, 
political and economic benefits reached the poor, farmers, the 
common man and the downtrodden for their upliftment, the 
success of the green revolution, strongly fighting extremism, 
fighting against religious and communal forces, challenging the 
then President Nixon of America, forcing the Shimla Agreement 
after defeating Pakistan and such a capacity is only visible in and 
can only be seen in a great leader like Indiraji.

She had said, “Our strength, our character, our determination 
and development is not personal.” The building of a nation 
cannot be done by keeping aside opportunities and principles. To 
eliminate poverty from the country, there is a need for peaceful, 
determination and bold decisions.

Her personality was fearless and free. She had a clear thought about 
the development of the country. She had said, “it is our belief that 
all the citizens, whether they be women or men, they may speak 
different languages, they may be believers of different religions, 
they may be poor or the rich, should have equal opportunities to 
get justice and progress, should have full social authority. We have 
accepted the policy of secularism. Secularism does not mean hatred 
against any religion, but to treat every religion as same. We have 
chosen the way of democracy so that the people of the country get 
maximum freedom and they may have maximum participation 
and come ahead in taking part in national issues. The people have 
the right to equality through the Constitution and should follow 
it so that people really derive the benefit out of it. In economic 
development we have placed special stress on the upliftment of the 
exploited and the poor.”

The opposition used to say that Indiraji had huge amount of wealth 
but the truth is that about her honesty, income, property, late Shri 
Jayprakash Narain himself was quite aware of it and went to Indiraji 
after the elections as to how will the expenditure be met”, she said 
that it will be met through the royalty of the books of her father 
(Nehru) and which will be enough. v

Author is an AICC member and  
an advocate in Rajasthan High Court

vieWpoint

IRON LADY INDIRA GANDhI
-Dr. satyanarayan singh (iAs-r)
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What is “black money”? Black money is wealth held by an 
individual or a company in violation of the laws that are 

applicable to them. It can broadly be classified as capital that has 
been subject to tax evasion or are the proceeds of crime. Where 
is this money then parked? Among other places it is kept in 
autonomous jurisdictions that are colloquially referred to as tax 
havens or offshore financial centers (OFCs).

 What are then tax havens or OFCs? They are countries that utilise 
their sovereignty to create Preferential Tax Regimes (PTRs) that 
are backed by a legal architecture that guarantees confidentiality 
to those who utilise these arrangements.

The Bank of International Settlements (BIS) estimates that around 
half of all international banking transactions are channeled through 
such tax havens. About one-third of all foreign direct investment 
of international conglomerates goes through these OFCs. While 
corporate tax avoidance is difficult to ascertain, it is estimated that 
individual tax evasion is close to $1 trillion yearly.

 In India, the size of the black or non-formal economy is assessed 
at about $2 trillion. This is equivalent to the GDP of India. 
Paradoxically, the formal Indian economy floats on top of a 
capacious black economy. Most of this money is either invested 
in the stock markets or the real estate sector. Just compare the 
difference between the market value and the registered value of 
land, houses or commercial complexes in any part of the country. 
The cash component varies between 50 to 80 per cent even today.

 How did tax havens originate? Like all things modern, it has an 
American touch to it. In the late 1880s, the state of New Jersey 
was in dire need of revenues. Legend has it that a New York 
attorney persuaded the then governor of New Jersey, Leon Abbot, 
to enact such legislation that would attract businesses to set up 
their headquarters in that state. The law had two constructs, easy 
incorporation and low rate of commercial taxation.

  The state of Delaware soon followed suit with a new General 
Incorporation Act in 1898. While both these states were not tax 
havens in the strict sense of the word, they were the designers of 
the archetypes of easy incorporation and amenable regulatory 

ecosystems for non-resident companies 
and individuals. This is the basis of all 
contemporary tax havens even today. From 
1920 onwards this practice started getting 
plagiarised by some Swiss cantons led by 
the canton of Zug. It soon got replicated on 
the European mainland also.

 In the 20th century most of the noteworthy 
tax havens around the world developed 
around two principal geo-political poles: 
Some evolved with close links to the City 
of London that, even today, remains an 
important financial center. It consisted of the British crown 
dependencies and overseas territories. It included the Channel 
islands, Jersey, Isle of Man, Cayman Islands, Bermuda, British 
Virgin Islands, Turks, Caicos and Gibraltar to name a few. 
The other developed in Europe and consisted of the Benelux 
countries, namely Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg-Ireland, 
Switzerland and Liechtenstein. They were supplemented by Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Dubai, the Bahamas and the islands in the Pacific 
Ocean over a period of time. The only other important tax havens 
that were not a part of this axis were Panama and, to some extent, 
Uruguay.

  Tax havens now span the entire world serving all the major 
financial and commercial centers. They have thrived with the 
patronage of influential global powers. In fact, judicial decisions 
in various countries have facilitated their growth. A landmark 
judgment being the 1929 ruling by a British court in the matter of 
the Egyptian Delta Land and Investment Co. Ltd vs Todd that laid 
down the principle for the entire British Empire, that if a company 
is registered in a particular domain but does not have activities 
there it would not be subject to taxation. The maxim “onshore but 
offshore” became a reality.

How does a nation then get intelligence or information from this 
web of offshore financial centers that circumscribe the globe? 
They are, after all, sovereign entities that have enacted edicts as 
a part of their developmental strategy to attract a certain type of 
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global investment. Research establishes that those states that have 
a population of less than one million are more prone to become 
a Preferential Tax Regimes. The European Commission during 
its investigation into tax abuse among the member states of the 
European Union discerned 206 such tax refuges. The number is 
only increasing. Since their entire economy is based upon this 
activity, their appetite to cooperate with countries that are looking 
for information on their nationals or companies for tax evasion or 
criminal acts is non-existent. It is only after the global economic 
meltdown of 2008, when the developed economies were under 
pressure and were looking for revenues, that they started focusing 
on these tax sanctuaries. The 2009 London communiqué of the G-20 
devoted a whole section to re-regulating tax shelters.

 Between 2009 and 2014, India also signed and updated 92 Double 
Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs) and 16 Tax Information 
Exchange Agreements (TIEAs) with various countries. It became 
a part of various multilateral arrangements to share information 
with regard to financial crimes and delinquencies. Thus, the UPA 
government laid the foundation for accessing information on Indian 
nationals and companies from such nations and tax havens.

 Conventional wisdom has it that all these pacts presumably come 
with a confidentiality clause that broadly states that the information 
provided can only be used for the purposes of legal prosecution and 
associated processes and should not be made public. What can be 

...continued from page 9

is what he deeply wished to see in the world around 
his country.

Nehru’s leadership was one of inclusion and 
compassion, not force, not violence. Nehru did 
not believe that legitimacy could ever come from 
violence. Legitimacy can only come from compassion, 
conversation, from listening to and understanding 
the opposing view. As Nehru said, “Peace is not a 
relationship of nations. It is a condition of mind 
brought about by a serenity of soul. Peace is not merely 
the absence of war. It is also a state of mind. Lasting 
peace can come only to peaceful people.”

We have a tendency to worship great men. When 
we do that we cast them in stone. We freeze them in 
time. There is no doubt that Nehru was a great man. 
But more than a man Nehru was a dynamic way of 
thinking, constantly evolving, forever compassionate.

So let us not diminish Nehru but let us learn from 
him. Let us learn to stand up for what we believe is 
correct, no matter the cost. Let us cast aside the dead 
weight of hatred and intolerance.  Let us learn from 
Nehru’s example and give ideas the freedom to flow, 
let us never suppress an idea simply because it did not 
originate from us. Thank you. v

independent states that shared New Delhi’s concerns about the military 
confrontation between the superpowers and the influence of the former Colonial 
powers. Principles of non-alignment helped the developing countries come 
together and can today, help in bringing the emerging and developing countries 
to cooperate for an orderly and equitable management of the evolving inter 
dependent global economy and polity. In fact, the core principles are still relevant 
and can help India play a more active role in world politics in the 21st century.

There are other ideas of Nehru which are of great relevance that relate to the way 
we wish to organise our societies and our polity. They are germane to the way we 
wish to conduct our national and international affairs. They are relevant to the 
path of development we wish to pursue.

One such idea was the Nehruvian vision of a pluralistic democracy so vividly 
expressed in Discovery of India: “ I am convinced that nationalism can only 
come out of the ideological fusion of Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and other groups in 
India. That does not and need not mean the extinction of any real culture of any 
group, but it does mean a common national outlook, to which other matters are 
subordinated.”

This ‘idea of India’ of Nehru’s conception is the idea of ‘unity in diversity’. This 
idea of pluralism, the idea that there need be no “conflict of civilisations”, lies 
at the root of the possibility of working towards a “confluence of civilizations”. 
This idea, I believe, has universal relevance. In a world enveloped by conflict and 
hatred, these ideas come as a ray of sunshine, giving us hope and renewing our 
faith in a common humanity. I sincerely hope that this conference can convey this 
message to the world. I thank you for this opportunity to share my thoughts. v

JAwAhARLAL NEhRu’S wORLD vIEwS ARE bASED ON 
uNIvERSAL vALuES: DR. mANmOhAN SINGh

...continued from page 11

NEhRu’S IDEA Of INDIA IS A COuNTRY whERE 
A bILLION pEOpLE ChOOSE ThEIR DESTINY AND 
LIvE IN hARmONY TOGEThER: RAhuL GANDhI

the consequence of the information being made generically public? 
The implication may be that other countries could refuse to sign 
agreements with India and those who have signed them already may 
either repudiate them or refuse to provide information. Reneging 
on such commitments could also create trust issues qua a broad 
spectrum of other multilateral accords India is a party to.

The BJP and its proxies were cognizant of the provisions of these 
compacts. That did not, however, inhibit them from riotously 
demanding that the names be made public immediately. They 
promised to do so once in government. It was then politically 
expedient to crow that the UPA had something to hide.

  Correctly cornered by the Supreme Court recently, which is 
monitoring the black money matter, the current government did 
a U-turn and was compelled to concede that it cannot divulge the 
names that it has got from other countries till the departmental 
and judicial processes against those entities reach fruition. The 
names divulged till now are ostensibly post the culmination of these 
processes. With the Supreme Court on Tuesday rightly deciding to 
hold the government to its rhetoric and directing that all names be 
provided to the court by Wednesday itself, the chickens have come 
home to roost rather early for the NDA government. The BJP has 
been caught in the trap of its own loquaciousness. v

The writer is a lawyer and a former Union Minister. 



Congress sandesh | 32 |  november 2014

A versatile personality-politician-social 
worker, writer, journalist, orator and 

parliamentarian-Lala Lajpat Rai, popularly known 
as ‘Punjab Kesari’ was born on 28th January 1865 
in village Dhudike in Ludhiana District of Punjab. 
His father, Shri Radha Kishan was a teacher of 
Urdu and Persian and was endowed with a deep 
love for learning and possessed a lofty moral 
character. His mother, Smt. Gulab Devi, was a 
very religious minded lady. Lajpat Rai inherited 
from his father the virtues of duty, responsibility, 
frankness, honesty of purpose, sacrifices and 
spirit of independence and from his mother, the 
virtues of charity, large heartedness, tenderness 
and devotion.

Lajpat Rai received his elementary education partly from his father 
and partly from his school teachers. While in school, he usually 
held the top position in his class. He had the honour of winning 
numerous prizes too. He won the affection and admiration of his 
teachers.

Early in 1880, he sought admission to the Mission School, Ludhiana. 
He distinguished himself at every stage of his academic career 
notwithstanding weak health and unfavourable circumstances. 
Right from his school days, he acquired a passion for reading, 
writing and speaking which continued throughout his life. He took 
keen interest in extra-curricular activities and showed qualities of 
leadership even as a school boy.

In 1881, he was admitted to the Government College at Lahore 
and on the insistence of his friends, simultaneously joined the Law 
College. He took the licence for Mukhtiarship and started legal 
practice in the Revenue Court at Jagraon Tehsil, Ludhiana District 
of Punjab. In 1886, he qualified as a Lawyer by passing the Pleader’s 
Examination of the Punjab University, set up his practice at Hissar 
and soon made a name for himself as a lawyer.

Lajpat Rai was baptized in the cult of Arya Samaj in 1882 and soon 
became one of its foremost leaders. The two years of his college days 
were pivotal in taking this course. At Rohtak, he was appointed 
Secretary of the local Arya Samaj. During his stay at Rohtak, he 
made it one of the most prominent centres of Arya Samaj activities.

Lajpat Rai made the Arya Samaj a practical social service 
organization. He gave ample proof of his solicitude for the masses 

LALA LAJpAT RAI
A versatile personality-politician-social worker, writer, journalist, 

orator and parliamentarian

(1865-1928)

during famines in different parts of the country. 
By devoting his energies to relief work, he 
demonstrated that nothing could achieve as much 
as self-reliance and self-help.

Lala Lajpat Rai was an energetic social worker, a 
very generous philanthropist and a champion of 
people’s cause. During the famines of 1896, 1899-
1900 and 1907-08 and the earthquake in Kangra in 
the year 1905, this untiring servant of the country 
left no stone unturned in relieving the people from 
the vicissitudes of nature.

A very persuasive social reformer, he worked for 
the abolition of untouchability and lent powerful 
support to the campaign launched by the Arya 

Samaj towards this end. Later, when Mahatma Gandhi started his 
work in this field under the banner of Harijan Sewak Sangh, he 
began to work for this organization as it pin-pointed the problem 
in a better way. He declared that this social reform, like other 
important movements in the world, has to make a great struggle 
for getting the national sanction.

In his bid to raise the depressed classes to a respectable position in 
the social set up, Lalaji even bought a large plot of land at Lahore 
for building a Central Home and a Central School. A portion of 
the balance of the Famine Fund raised by Lalaji in 1908 was used 
for the uplift of the depressed classes. Some primary schools too 
were maintained for their benefit out of this Fund.

As a social worker, Lala Lajpat Rai’s life was a catalogue of social 
experimentation of far-reaching consequences. He was a great 
socio-economic theoretician as far as the amelioration of Hindu 
society in general and its untouchables and women folk in 
particular, were concerned. As a famine relief organizer and worker, 
his crusading zeal found its ramification in almost every conceivable 
activity. His scheme of setting up orphanages for destitute children 
won praise and recognition even from the authorities. On this score, 
Lalaji stood on a much higher pedestal as a social reformer than 
perhaps any of his contemporaries.

A great educationist, Lalaji, devoted a substantial part of his life, 
time and energy for the cause of education. Arya Samaj and its 
educational programme provided the means for the fulfillment 
of his aspirations and DAV College proved to be the centre of his 
educational activities. He was intimately associated with the DAV 
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College from its very inception. For him, education was of utmost 
importance a one’s entire future hinges on it. The end and object of 
education, in his opinion, was progress and the test of the progress 
was the growth of freedom.

As a writer, Lala Lajpat Rai wielded a facile pen. He expressed 
himself in varied fields and created a great impression on his 
contemporaries. During the period (1895-1900), he wrote 
biographical books on Mazzini, Garibaldi, Shivaji and Swami 
Dayanand. He took Miss Katherine Mayo, and American writer, 
to task for her book, “Mother India” which in Gandhiji’s words 
was a drain inspector’s diary and which constituted indiscriminate 
vilification of Indian civilization and culture. He made a befitting 
reply to her infamous propaganda in his book, “Unhappy India”.

In 1905, the Indian National Congress Committee having 
recognized in him an austere, sincere and selfless worker devoted 
entirely to the country and its cause, selected him as one of the 
delegates for the purpose of placing the political grievances of the 
Indian people before the British public. Alongwith Gopalkrishna 
Gokhale, he carried on the political campaign in various parts of 
England and brought home to the mind of the Britishers the evils 
of unsympathetic bureaucratic Government under which India 
was laboring. With great eloquence and with supporting facts and 
figures, he espoused the cause of ‘the half starving and half-dying 
people of India’. His utterances created tremendous impression on 
the ‘English people. Later, he went to USA also where he saw for 
himself the working of numerous educational institutions.

Lala Lajpat Rai’s ideal was Indian nationalism for which he worked, 
suffered and ultimately laid down his life. He gave to the nationalist 
sentiment his own stamp and a new meaning and to the Nationalist 
Movement a new turn. The him “patriotism” meant an immense 
love of liberty and justice and a matter of self-respect.

At the Banaras Congress Session in December 1905, Lalaji 
vehemently opposed the repressive measures adopted by the 
Government to suppress the agitation in Bengal. In the aftermath 
of partition of Bengal, the Lal-Bal-Pal had come to symbolize the 
‘Trinity of Indian Politics’. Lajpat Rai’s group in the Congress took 
a hard stance.

It was Lala Lajpat Rai and the Nationalists who, in the classical 
Indian value system, first visualized Swaraj as India’s birth right. 
This goal indeed was the legacy of the Sher-e-Punjab.

As the Movement for Swadeshi had started catching up, Lala 
Lajpat Rai put his heart and soul into it. He preached the message 
of Swadeshi and made it very popular amongst the people of 
Punjab. This enraged the bureaucracy and he came to be regarded 
as a ‘revolutionary’ by the British and the Anglo Indian Press. He 
opposed the Punjab Colonisation Act and enhancement in the 
irrigation rates. The prosecution of the ‘Panjabee’- a newspaper 
which exposed the misdeeds of the Government roused the feelings 
of the Punjabis. The Government was so frightened that on 9 May 
1907, it arrested Lala Lajpat Rai and put him in Mandalay Fort.

As the British Government was indulging in false propaganda 
against the nationalist movement in foreign countries, Lala Lajpat 

Rai, in order to nullify this propaganda, went to England in April 
1914. Soon thereafter, the First World War broke out and he went to 
USA where he started counteracting the propaganda, undertaken 
by British agents who were active in America too. The effects of 
the war in Europe reached America and the America born British 
people were at pains to contact citizens of different countries as to 
convert them to their own view point and gain their sympathies for 
the cause of the British Indians in America who had difficult time 
staying there. There was a great need to enlighten the Americans 
about the autocratic manner in which the British were governing 
India and its ill-effects on Indian people.

While Lala Lajpat Rai was away from India, the British Government, 
considering him to be dangerous to its interests if he returned to 
India, particularly in view of the World War in which Britain was 
involved, barred him from coming back into the country. Though 
he was forced to be in political exile for five long years, his mind 
and soul remained with the suffering people of his soil.

In 1916, when Tilak and Mrs. Annie Besant started the Home 
Rule Movement in India, Lala Lajpat Rai on his own initiative 
started the “Indian Home Rule League of America” headed by 
him with its headquarters at Broadway, New York. The objectives 
of the League were firstly to support the Home Rule Movement 
in India and to cooperate with the Home Rule League and other 
such organizations in India and America; and secondly, to further 
all kinds of friendly relations-social, cultural and commercial-
between India and America.

After the return to India in 1920, his plan for establishing a school 
of politics materialized and it was named after Tilak. The practical 
training was to be imparted by the Tilak School of Politics through 
a Society of Life Members organized on the model of the Servants 
of India Society, Poona.

The servants of the People of Society had done commendable 
work in the field of politics, social welfare, Harijan uplift, rural 
reconstruction, education, etc. it gave to the country a solid bunch 
of top ranking personalities, namely the late Shri Lal Bahadur 
Shastri, Shri Purushottam Das Tandon, Shri Balwant Rai Mehta 
and many other eminent people. Lala Lajpat Rai’s society was a 
rich mine of public-spirited men who put their heart and soul in 
the service of the nation.

In the special session of the Congress held in Calcutta in September 
1920 Lala Lajpat Rai was elected President by the All India 
Congress Committee. It was under his leadership that the Congress 
adopted the resolution of Non-cooperation with the British 
Government after the Jallianwala Bagh tragedy. He was arrested 
in 1921 and sentenced to one year’s imprisonment. Imprisonment 
of Mahatma Gandhi and the suspension of the Non-cooperation 
Movement in its wake revived old politics.

In January 1926 on the insistence of Pt. Motilal Nehru, Lala Lajpat 
Rai joined the Swaraj Party and was elected its Deputy Leader.

The Government of India Act of 1919 had provided for the 
appointment of a Statutory Commission within ten years of its 
working and as a consequence Simon Commission was appointed 

...continued on page 35
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A great patriot, an eminent 
educationist, a statesman, an 

orator, a renowned journalist and 
a social reformer, Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya was born on 25th 
December, 1861. He inherited the 
power of eloquence from his father, 
sincerity of purpose and purity 
of soul from his religious minded 
mother and shone forth as a worthy 
son not only of his parents but also 
of Mother India. He was a large-
hearted person endowed with the 
noble qualities of head and heart. He 
never aspired for anything small nor 
ever entertained a narrow idea. It 
was for this reason that he was called 
Mahamana or the lofty-minded.

Right from his childhood, Madan 
Mohan proved to be an unusually 
brilliant student who excelled in 
English pronunciation and writing. 
He had great interest in music also 
and could sing very well. He was 
a skilled sitar player. This art he 
imbibed from his father. Being proficient 
in sitar, he composed several devotional 
songs in classical music and wrote romantic 
and satirical poems, under the pseudo 
name of Makarand. In his school, he 
founded a society of public speakers. He 
took prominent part in the social life of 
his home-town, Prayag and earned respect 
of all. Membership of the Library and 
Debating Society of Allahabad offered him 
an opportunity to perfect his oratory skill. 
Besides, he was closely associated with 
Dramatic Societies, which staged Hindi 
and English plays.

In 1884, Madan Mohan Malaviya passed 
his B.A. from the Calcutta University. As 
his responsibility towards his family did 
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not permit him to pursue his studies any 
further, he took up the job of a teacher in the 
local Government School in which he had 
once studied. The key to Malaviyaji’s success 
as a teacher was that he had a natural store 
of useful information from the scriptures 
he had studied under the guidance of his 
father and grandfather. His pronunciation 
of English, Sanskrit, Hindi and Persian was 
very chaste and students always heard him 
spell-bound.

Malaviyaji also completed his studies in 
Law in 1891 and quickly made a mark as a 
promising member of the bar. Meticulous 
preparation of his brief, effective speech and 
the art of putting his case persuasively were 
the great talents that went to make him a 
successful lawyer.

Malaviyaji considered journalism as 
an art. He introduced new traditions 
into journalism, laid down the 
foundation of the Hindi Press and 
made it a medium of service to the 
Indian people. He always worked 
and fought for the freedom of the 
Press, started the ‘All India Editor’s 
Conference’ and trained and inspired 
a large number of editors. As the 
Editor of Hindustan made him 
quite popular amongst masses and 
the newspaper also earned much 
popularity under his editorship.

In 1907, Malaviyaji brought out a 
Hindi weekly Abhyudaya. Besides 
advocating the proposal for the 
Banaras Hindu University which 
was his cherished dream, the paper 
also devoted its columns to the 
burning problems of the day. With 
the partition of Bengal, the whole 
of India rose in defiance against the 
British Government. The necessity of 
starting an English daily to formulate 

and express the feelings of patriotic Indians 
became urgent, and due to the efforts of 
Malaviyaji, The Leader came into existence 
on 24 October 1909. Malaviyaji was also 
responsible for sponsoring the publication 
of Maryada, a Hindi monthly.

As a consequence of resentment to the 
use of Persianised Urdu in law courts, a 
society, viz. the Hindi Uddharini Pratinidhi 
Sabha was established at Prayag in 1884. 
The Sabha was fortunate to find a very 
enthusiastic worker in Madan Mohan 
Malaviya. When the great scholar, Pandit 
Bal Krishna Bhatta started his Hindi 
monthly, Pradeep, Malaviyaji became one 
of its most active and regular contributors. 
This was in addition to the work for the 
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advancement of Hindi and its cause that 
the young patriot was already doing 
through the Hindustan and Abhyudaya. 
In October, 1910, Malaviyaji presided 
over the first ‘Hindi Sahitya Sammelan’ 
at Varanasi and delivered the Presidential 
address. In February 1915, he founded the 
‘Akhil Bhartiya Sewa Samiti’ in Allahabad. 
Malaviyaji also took great interest in the 
activities of the Nagari Pracharini Sabha of 
Kashi since its very inception.

At quite an early stage, Madan Mohan 
Malaviya had started thinking of building 
a great institution where all the branches of 
learning would be made available to all the 
students of the world irrespective of caste, 
creed or nationality. His dream came true 
in 1904, when he moved a resolution for 
establishing a Hindu University at a meeting 
held at Kashi under the Presidentship of 
Maharaja of Banaras. The resolution for the 
establishment of the Hindu University was 
publicly announced on 1st January 1906 in 
the pandal of the Congress. The foundation 
stone of the Banaras Hindu University was 
finally laid on 4th February 1916.

In 1909, at the Lahore Session of the 
Indian National Congress, Malaviyaji was 
called upon to guide the destiny of the 
nation as the new President. His speech 
at the Lahore Session was a masterly 
synthesis of passion and moderation. He 
criticized the repressive policies of the 
British Government and called upon all 
Indians to work with sincerity and devotion 
for achieving the goal of independence. 
In 1914, the First World War broke out in 
Europe endangering the peace of the whole 
world. In wake of this, the Madras Session of 
the Indian National Congress resolved that 
all those countries which ousted Indians 
from their lands should be economically 
boycotted. Malaviyaji took up the banner 
of the Home Rule Movement fearlessly 
launched by Mrs. Annie Besant.

 Malaviyaji was one of the great advocates 
of constitutional movement in India. In 
1916, Madan Mohan Malaviya signed 
along with other non-official members of 
the Imperial Council, what is known as 
the ‘Memorandum of the Nineteen’  a very 
important document in the history of our 
freedom struggle demanding independence 
in open terms and censure of the British 

Government for its repressive policies.

Madan Mohan Malaviya was a man of 
strong will. Whatever he resolved, he stuck 
to it with firmness and determination 
even at the risk of inviting criticism or 
displeasure. He was in favour of the 
policy of tariff protection coupled with 
the philosophy of Swadeshi. He accepted 
Gokhale’s version of Swadeshi, who defined 
it as “a deep, intense, passionate and all 
embracing love of one’s country”. In the 
absence of the policy of tariff protection, 
the only hope of survival and growth of 
Indian industries, according to Malaviyaji, 
lay in adopting a policy of self-help and 
self-sacrifice, in imposing upon themselves 
a self-denying ordinance to purchase 
articles made in India, even if they were 
costlier than the foreign goods. Malaviyaji 
was convinced that there was no dearth 
of capital and talent in the country. What 
was needed was that the public-spirited 
respectable educated men should come 
forward to undertake that responsibility. 
Malaviyaji took up the cause of Swadeshi in 
right earnest and made efforts to establish 
Swadeshi manufacturing centres at Prayag 
and other places.

In March 1932, under the Presidentship of 
Malaviyaji, an organization, the ‘Bhartiya 
Swadesh Sangh Sangathan’ was founded 
at Varanasi.

Malaviyaji was called upon to preside over 
the 47th Congress Session which was held 
in Delhi in 1932. The Congress was then 
under legal ban. Malaviyaji accepted the 
offer to preside over the Congress Session. 
He was, however, arrested and released a 
few days after the Delhi Congress Session.

The announcement of the Communal 
Award in 1932 by the British Prime 
Minister,  Ramsay MacDonald was 
unequivocally condemned by Malaviyaji. 
He was convinced that so long as the 
Communal Award remained, communal 
feeling would go on increasing which 
would jeopardize both national defence 
and national Government. Malaviyaji was 
prepared to wait for constitutional reforms 
till the majority and other minorities agreed 
among themselves about any scheme 
of representation. In 1937, Malaviyaji 
retired from active political life though 
he continued to serve the cause of India’s 

independence.

On 12th November 1946, this distinguished 
son of Mother India was snatched away by 
the cruel hands of destiny. While mourning 
the demise, Mahatma Gandhi observed:

“In Pandit Malaviyaji’s death, India loses the 
oldest and one of the ablest and unswerving 
servants. Upto the last moment he never 
ceased to think of India and her freedom.”

Paying glowing tributes to Malaviyaji, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru observed:

“…He was one of those giants who laid the 
foundation of modern Indian nationalism 
and built brick by brick and stone by stone 
the noble edifice of Indian freedom…” v

in 1927. Indians vehemently opposed its 
all-white composition and in December 
1927 the Indian National Congress passed 
a resolution for its boycott.

The Government had imposed Section 
144 to restrain the people from showing 
their resentment at the way the Simon 
Commission had been constituted. Lala 
Lajpat Rai led the procession to demonstrate 
against the Simon Commission. While 
leading the Boycott Procession at Lahore on 
30 October 1928 he received Lathi blows on 
his chest, which ultimately brought-about 
his death on 17 November 1928. What 
he had said about the incident became 
prophetic:

Every blow aimed at me is a nail in the 
coffin of British imperialism… I do not 
know whether I shall remain but you should 
never worry. My spirit after me will go on 
exhorting you to make more sacrifices for 
liberty.

While the nation was paying rich and 
glowing tributes to Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, 
said:

Lalaji means an institution. His patriotism 
was no narrow creed… his activities were 
multifarious… it is impossible to think of 
single public movement in which Lalaji was 
not to be found… He suffered for it when 
suffering had not become customary or 
fashionable. v

LIfE SkETCh Of  
LALA LAJpAT RAI

...continued from page 33

tribute - leADers of tHe Congress



Congress sandesh | 36 |  november 2014

subhas 
Chandra bose 
(Haripura - 
1938) 

I am afraid there is 
a lack of clarity in 
the minds of many 
Congressmen as 
to the role of the 
Congress in the history of our national 
struggle. I know that there are friends 
who think that after freedom is won 
the Congress Party, having achieved its 
objective, should wither away. Such a 
conception is entirely erroneous. The Party 
that wins freedom for India should be also 
the party that will put into effect the entire 
programme of post-war reconstruction. 
Only those who have won power can 
handle it properly. If other people are 
pitchforked into seats of power which 
they were not responsible for capturing, 
they will lack that strength, confidence 
and idealism which is indispensable for 
revolutionary reconstruction. It is this 
which accounts for the difference in the 
record of the Congress and non-Congress 
Ministries even in the very narrow sphere 
of provincial autonomy. 

I do not know how or when this new order 
will come to India. I imagine that every 
country will fashion it after its own way 
and fit it in with its national genius. But the 
essential basis of that order must remain 

ExTRACTS fROm ThE ADDRESSES
Of CONGRESS pRESIDENTS

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress Presidents who have placed their vision and 
opinion for building the destiny of India.

and be a link in the world order that will 
emerge out of the present chaos. 

Socialism is thus for me not merely 
an economic doctrine which I favour, 
it is a vital creed which I hold with all 
my head and heart. I work for Indian 
independence because the nationalist in 
me cannot tolerate alien domination! I 
work for it even more because for me it is 
the inevitable step to social and economic 
changes. I should like the Congress to 
become a socialist organisation and 
to join hands with the other forces in 
the world who are working for the new 
civilization. But I realize that the majority 
in the Congress, as it is constituted today, 
may not be prepared to go thus far. We 
are a nationalist organisation and we 
think and work on the nationalist plane. 
It is evident enough now that this is too 
narrow even for the limited objective of 
political independence, and so we talk 
of the masses and their economic needs. 
But still most of us hesitate, because of 
our nationalist backgrounds, to take a 
step which might frighten away some 
vested interests. Most of those interests 
are already ranged against us and we can 
expect little from them except opposition 
even in the political struggle. 

Congress and socialism 

Much as I wish for the advancement 
of socialism in this country, I have no 

desire to force the issue in the Congress 
and thereby create difficulties in the 
way of our struggle for independence. 
I shall cooperate gladly and with all the 
strength in me with all those who work 
for independence even though they do 
not agree with the socialist solution. But I 
shall do so stating my position frankly and 
hoping in course of time to convert the 
Congress and the country to it, for only 
thus can I see it achieving independence. It 
should surely be possible for all of us who 
believe in independence to join our ranks 
together even though we might differ on 
the social issue. The Congress has been in 
the past a broad form representing various 
opinions joined together by the common 
bond. It must continue as such even 
though the difference of those opinions 
becomes more marked. 

How does socialism fit in with the present 
ideology of the Congress? I do not think it 
does. I believe in the rapid industrialisation 
of the country and only thus I think will the 
standards of the people rise substantially 
and poverty be combated. Yet I have co-
operated wholeheartedly in the past with 
the khadi programme and I hope to do so 
in the future because I believe that khadi 
and village industries have a definite place 
in our present economy. They have a social, 
a political and an economic value which is 
difficult to measure but which is apparent 
enough to those who have studied their 
effects. But I look upon them as temporary 
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expedients of a transition stage, might be 
a long one, and in a country like India, 
village industries might well play an 
important though subsidiary role even 
after the development of industrialism. 
But though I co-operate in the village 
industries programme my ideological 
approach to it differs considerably from 
that of many others in the Congress who 
are opposed to industrialisation and 
socialism. 

The problem of untouchability and the 
Harijans again can be approached in 
different ways. For a socialist it presents 
no difficulty for under socialism there can 
be no such differentiation or victimization. 
Economically speaking, the Harijans have 
constituted the landless proletariat and 
an economic solution removes the social 
barriers that custom and tradition have 
raised. 

Constituent Assembly 

I think that, under the circumstances, we 
have no choice but to contest the election 
to the new provincial legislatures, in the 
event of their taking place. We should 
seek election on the basis of a detailed 
political and economic programme, with 
our demand for a Constituent Assembly 
in the forefront. I am convinced that 
the only solution of our political and 
communal problems will come through 
such an Assembly, provided it is elected 
on an adult franchise and a mass basis. 
That Assembly will not come into existence 
till at least a semi-revolutionary situation 
has been created in this country and the 
actual relationships of power, apart from 
proper constitutions, are such that the 
people of India can make their will felt. 
When that will happen I cannot say, but 
the world is too much in grip of dynamic 
forces today to admit of static conditions 
in India or elsewhere for long. We may 
thus have to face this issue sooner than we 
might expect. But obviously, a Constituent 
Assembly will not come through the new 
Act or the new legislatures. Yet we must 
press this demand and keep it before our 
country and the world, so that when the 

time comes we may be ripe for it. 

A Constituent Assembly is the only proper 
and democratic method for the framing of 
our constitution, and for its delegates then 
to negotiate a treaty with the representative 
of the British Government. 

No, there can be no question of the 
Congress Party withering away after 
political freedom has been won. On 
the contrary, the party will have to take 
over power, assume responsibility for 
administration and put through its 
programme of reconstruction. Only then 
will it fulfill its role. If it were forcibly 
to liquidate itself, chaos would follow. 
Looking at post-war Europe we find that 
only in those countries has there been 
orderly and continuous progress where 
the party which seized power undertook 
the work of reconstruction. 

I know that it will be argued that the 
continuance of it in such circumstances, 
standing behind the State, will convert 
that State into a totalitarian one; but I 
cannot admit the charge. The State will 
possibly become a totalitarian one if 
there be only one party in countries like 
Russia, Germany and Italy. But there is 
no reason why other parties should be 
banned. Moreover, the party itself will 
have a democratic basis and, unlike, for 
instance, the Nazi Party will prevent the 
future Indian State becoming a totalitarian 
one. Further, the democratic basis of the 
party will ensure that leaders are not 
thrust upon the people from above, but 
are elected from below. 

Though it may be somewhat premature 
to give a detailed plan of reconstruction, 
we might as well consider some of the 
principles according to which our future 
social reconstruction should take place. 
I have no doubt in my mind that our 
chief national problems relating to the 
eradication of poverty, illiteracy and 
disease, and to scientific production and 
distribution can be effectively tackled only 
along socialist lines. The very first thing 
which our future national government will 
have to do would be to set up a commission 

for drawing up a comprehensive plan of 
reconstruction. This plan will have two 
parts-an immediate programme and long 
period programme. In drawing up the 
first part, the immediate objectives which 
will have to be kept in view will be three-
fold: firstly, to prepare the country for 
self-sacrifice; secondly, to unify India; and 
thirdly, to give scope for local and cultural 
autonomy. The second and third objectives 
may appear to be contradictory, but they 
are not really so. Whatever political talent 
or genius we may posses as a people will 
have to be used in reconciling these two 
objectives. We shall have to unify the 
country so that we may be able to hold 
India against any foreign invasion. While 
unifying the country through a strong 
Central Government, we shall have to 
put all the minority communities as well 
as the provinces at their ease, by allowing 
them a large measure of autonomy in 
cultural as well as governmental affairs. 
Special efforts will be needed to keep our 
people together when the load of foreign 
domination is removed, because alien 
rule had demoralized and disorganized 
us to a degree. To promote national 
unity we shall have to develop our lingua 
franca and a common script. Further, 
with the help of such modern scientific 
contrivances as aeroplanes, telephone, 
radio, films, television, etc., we shall have 
to bring the different parts of India closer 
to one another and through a common 
educational policy we shall have to 
foster a common spirit among the entire 
population. 

With regard to the long period programme 
for a free India, the first problem to tackle 
is that of our increasing population. I 
do not desire to go into the theoretical 
question as to whether India is over-
populated or not. I simply want to point 
out that where poverty, starvation and 
disease are stalking the land, we cannot 
afford to have our population mounting 
up by thirty millions during a single 
decade. If the population goes up by leaps 
and bounds, as it has done in the recent 
past, our plans are likely to fall through. 
It will, therefore, be desirable to restrict 
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our population until we are able to feed, 
clothe and educate those who already exist. 
It is not necessary at this stage to prescribe 
the methods that should be adopted to 
prevent a further increase in population, 
but I would urge public attention be drawn 
to this question. 

Regarding reconstruction, our principal 
problem will be how to eradicate poverty 
from our country. That will require radical 
reform of our land system, including the 
abolition of landlordism. Agricultural 
indebtedness will have to be liquidated 
and provision made for cheap credit for 
the rural population. An extension of the 
co-operative movement will be necessary 
for the benefit of both producers and 
consumers. Agriculture will have to be 
put on a scientific basis with a view to 
increasing the yield from the land. 

To  s o lve  t he  e conomic  problem, 
agricultural improvement will not be 
enough. A comprehensive scheme of 
industrial development under State 
ownership and State control will be 
indispensable. A new industrial system 
will have to be built up in place of the old 
one, which has collapsed as a result of mass 
production abroad and alien rule at home. 
The Planning Commission will have to 
consider carefully and decide which of the 
home industries could be revived despite 
the competition of modern factories, and 
in which sphere large-scale production 
should be encouraged. However much 
we may dislike modern industrialism 
and condemn the evils which follow in 
its trail, we cannot go back to the pre-
industrial era, even if we desire to do 
so. It is well, therefore, that we should 
reconcile ourselves to industrialization and 
devise means to minimize its evils and at 
the same time explore the possibilities of 
reviving cottage industries where there is a 
possibility of their surviving the inevitable 
competition of factories. In a country like 
India, there will be plenty of room for 
cottage industries, especially in the case 
of industries including hand-spinning and 
hand-weaving, allied to agriculture. 

Last but not the least, the State, on the 

advice of the Planning Commission, will 
have to adopt a comprehensive scheme for 
gradually socializing our entire agricultural 
and industrial system in the spheres of 
both production and distribution. Extra 
capital will have to be procured for this, 
whether through internal or external loans 
or through inflation. 

How can we strengthen and consolidate 
the Congress while our Ministers are in 
office? The first thing to do is to change 
the composition and character of the 
bureaucracy. If this is not done, the 
Congress Party may come to grief. In every 
country, the Ministers come and go but 
the steel frame of the permanent services 
remains. If this is not altered in composition 
and character, the governmental party and 
its Cabinet are likely to prove ineffective 
in putting their principles into practice. 

Secondly, the Congress Ministers in 
the different provinces should, while 
they are in office, introduce schemes of 
reconstruction in the spheres of education, 
health, prohibition, prison reform, 
irrigation, industry, land reform, worker’s 
welfare, etc. In this matter, attempts 
should be made to have as far as possible, 
a uniform policy for the whole of India. 
This uniformity could be brought about in 
either of two ways. The Congress Ministers 
in the different provinces could themselves 
come together, as the Labour Ministers did 
in October 1937 in Calcutta, and draw up 
a uniform programme. 

At this stage I should like to say something 
more about the role of the Congress 
Working Committee. This Committee, in 
my judgement, is not merely the directing 
brain of the national army of fighters for 
freedom. It is also the shadow cabinet 
of Independent India, and it should 
function accordingly. This is not an 
invention of my own. It is the role which 
has been assigned to similar bodies in 
other countries that have fought for their 
national emancipation. I am one of those 
who think in terms of a Free India- who 
visualize a National Government in this 
country within the brief span of our own 

life. It is consequently natural for us to 
urge that the Working Committee should 
feel and function as the shadow cabinet 
of a free India. This is what President de 
Valera’s Republican Government did when 
it was fighting the British Government 
and was on the run. And this is what the 
Executive of the Wafd Party in Egypt did 
before it got into office. The members of 
the Working Committee, while carrying on 
their day-to-day work, should accordingly 
study the problems they will have to tackle 
in the event of their capturing political 
power. 

This brings us to the vexed problem of 
the collective affiliation of workers’ and 
peasants’ organizations to the Congress. 
Personally I hold the view that the day 
will come when we shall have to grant this 
affiliation in order to bring all progressive 
and anti-imperialist organizations under 
the influence and control of the Congress. 
There will, of course, be difference of 
opinion as to the manner and the extent 
to which this affiliation should be given, 
and the character, and stability of such 
organizations will have to be examined 
before affiliation could be agreed to. In 
Russia, the united front of the Soviets of 
workers, peasants and soldiers played a 
dominant part in the October Revolution, 
but on the contrary in Great Britain we find 
that the British Trades Union Congress 
exerts a moderating influence on the 
National Executive of the Labour Party. In 
India we shall have to consider carefully, 
what sort of influence organizations like 
the Trade Union Congress and the Kisan 
Sabhas will exert on the Indian National 
Congress in the event of affiliation being 
granted. We should not forget that there 
is the possibility t hat the former may not 
have radical outlook if their immediate 
economic grievances are not involved. In 
any case, quite apart from the question of 
collective affiliation, there should be the 
closet co-operation between the National 
Congress and the other anti-imperialist 
organizations, and this objective would 
be facilitated by the later adopting the 
principles and methods of the former. v
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intervieW series

Q. When and how did you get associated with 
the gandhian Congress principles?

A. In a way, by birth. My father was a Gandhian, a 
Congressman and a freedom fighter. We lived in 
Tehri, then under double imperialism, the British 
as well as the local King’s. There were no schools, 
and any social reforms were frowned upon by 
the authorities. My father started the first school 
at Lambgaon and was jailed on some pretext. I 
was born while he was in jail and the family was 
suffering hardships. My childhood was full of 
Gandhian teachings.

Q. How did you become an active Congress worker?

A. I participated in all Congress functions at a young age. We also 
did small skits and street plays and social work. While organizing 
village protection youth groups, people taunted me that I should 
defend the country’s borders. I joined the army and was discharged 
in 1967, after which I again got boys associated with the Congress.

Q. What was your most memorable event as a Congress worker?

A. Nehruji had come to Dehradun, I was very influenced by his 
speech. Also Vinobhaji’s Bhoodan affected me a lot.

Q. in your opinion, what was the role of Congress in nation 
building?

A. In addition to bringing the economy and industry up from 
scratch, the most important work that the Congress did was uniting 
the country. This unity was unique, because it was not based upon 
any self interest, but awareness was created after education regarding 
democracy. Emotional unity was created. This is what translated 
into nation-building work.

Q. The difference in Congress now and then?

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the  
grass-root workers of the Congress Party. The first such interview was 
published in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

INTERvIEw Of A DEDICATED CONGRESSpERSON

Shri Kamaleshwar Prasad Raturi is a Gandhian Congressman and son of a freedom fighter and is 
presently living in Ghansyali near Rishikesh.

- Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla

A. Congress was very well organized and capable. 
This capability came through the feeling of 
patriotism. Now, not only Congress workers, all 
parties want to develop themselves first, then the 
country. Congress is still less infected by this, as 
compared to others.

Q. What needs to be done for Congress to regain 
its strength and status? 

A. A thorough training about our history and 
principles is needed for the cadres. Organization 
like the Sevadal should become much more active 
in social work, right from village and locality levels. 

Also, it is very important to win back the youth. Yuva Mandals in 
villages may be given NCC like training by the Congress, Senior 
Youth leaders should go there to address them.

It is very important to create awareness about the good work done 
and being done by the Congress, specially when other parties are 
trying to take credit for them. We should pay more attention to 
our great leaders’ “Safforonization” by the BJP, as being done with 
Sardar Patel’s uniting of India and Mahatma Gandhi’s cleanliness 
drive. These are two of the most respected icons of Congress. Media 
needs to be used more to counter misrepresentation of historical 
facts, which is a very dangerous trend.

Q. What are the basic qualities of a true Congressmen?

A. Compassion with those in pain, and not being able to stay 
without helping.

Q. Who was your ideal?

A. Nehruji, Vinobaji and my father.

Q. What are your interests other than the Congress?

A. Social work and writing. v
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BIHAR
Seminar on Gandhiji and role 

of Congress held
Ara: On the eve of Gandhi Jayanti, a 
seminar was organized here on 1st October, 
2014 by Congress leader Dr. Shashi Kumar 
Singh. The topic of the seminar was 
“The dreams of Gandhiji’s India and the 
contribution of the Congress.”

Large number of Congressmen, freedom 
fighters and intellectuals participated in 
the seminar. Giving tributes to Gandhiji 
on his birth anniversary, Dr. Shashi Kumar 
Singh, spoke about the role of Mahatma 
Gandhi and how he led the Congress Party’s 
struggle to achieve the freedom for India. 
He said that in independent India, the 
Congress fulfilled the dreams of Gandhiji 
by setting up the Panchayati Raj system 
and gram-udhar by which the villages were 
developed by introducing projects like 
MNREGA, village health scheme, Rajiv 
Gandhi village electrification. Bill including 
various other peoples welfare projects. All 
these were done under the leadership of 
Congress president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi and 
Congress vice president, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
during the Congress rule. India presently 
is among the developed nations because of 
Congress policies which believe in doing 
work and not like the BJP which only is 
good in giving speeches and assurances 
and which has yet to show its work at the 
ground level.

Those who participated included Shri 
Dwarka Nath Pandey, Shri Mahanlal Arya, 
Bharat Prasad, Ram Narayan Prasad, Dr. 
Nirmal Kumar Singh, Jitendra Sharma, 
Ashok Kumar Singh, Dr. B.N. Singh Kesari, 
Parsuram Singh Sigriwal with others.

Tributes paid to Mahatma 
Gandhi, Lal Bahadur Shastri

patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 

STATESwATCh

Committee Scheduled Caste Department 
paid tributes to both Father of the Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Former Prime 
Minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri on their birth 
anniversary here on 2nd October, 2014.

The Bihar Pradesh Scheduled Caste 
Chairman, Shri Umesh Kumar Ram paid 
tributes by offering garlands to the photo 
of Mahatma Gandhi and Shri Lal Bahadur 
Shastri respectively.

Shri Umesh Kumar Ram also spoke about 
the life history of both the great leaders. 
Others who paid tributes were Shri 
Ramnawami Thakur, Md. Istafaq Anjum, 
Anita Devi, Renuka Devi, Prof. Suryamani 
Singh, Sunil Kumar Sinha, Amar Kumar, 
Uday Shanker Patel, Rajiv Kumar, Ashok 
Priyadarshani, Sunil Kumar, Brijkishore 
Pratap Singh, Ram Kishore Das, Rajkumar 
Jha, Md. Jiyuddin, Satiyendra Paswan, 
Suresh Rajak, Arun Kumar Singh, Baidnath 
Rai, Arbind Chaudhary, Sudhir Pandey, 
Rakesh Kumar Singh, Munna and Shivani 
Kumar.

Tributes paid to Bihar Kesari
patna: The Bihar Pradesh Kisan and Khet 
Mazdoor Congress Spokesperson, Pramod 
Kumar Rai paid tributes to the first Chief 
Minister of Bihar, Shri Krishna Singh who 
was also known as the ‘Bihar Kesari’ on 
his 127th birth anniversary at the Bhojpur 
District Office of the Khet Mazdoor 
Congress here on 21st October, 2014.

A seminar was also organized at the Shaheed 

Bhawan in Aara on the contribution of Shri 
Krishna Singh during the freedom struggle. 
Prof. Rajinder Ojha was the special invitee 
at the function. Others who paid tributes 
were Shri Manmohan Ojha and Shri 
Birendra Mishra.

Tributes paid to Indiraji, 
Sardar Patel

patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Committee Scheduled Caste Department 
paid tributes to the first women Prime 
Minister of India, Smt. Indira Gandhi on 
her martyrdom day on 31st October, 2014. 
SC Department Chairman, Shri Umesh 
Kuamr Ram paid tributes by garlanding the 
photograph of Smt. Indiraji.

Shri Ram also paid tributes to the Iron Man 
of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on his 
birth anniversary on 31st October, 2014 by 
offering garland to his photograph.

Shri Umesh Kumar Ram also spoke about 
the life-story of both the leaders. Others 
present were Nirmala Rani, Md. Istafaq 
Anjum, Ramnavami Thakur, Anita Devi, 
Renuka Devi, Subhash Ram, Upendra 
Kumar Kushwaha, Md. Jasim Ahmad, 
Razia Sultana, Rakesh Kumar Ram, Neeraj 
Kumar, Prem Kumar Mishra, Jagdish Ram, 
Rajkumar Jha, Sudhir Kumar Pandeya with 
others.

Tributes paid to Mahatma 
Gandhi, Shastriji

sasaram: Congressmen led by District 
Congress president, Shri Shivranayan 
Singh Yadav, paid tributes to both Father 
of the nation Mahatma Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
on their birth anniversaries here on 2nd 
October, 2014.

The Congressmen first gathered at the 

neWs
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Gandhi Chowk and garlanded the statue 
of Gandhiji and garlanded the photo of 
Shastriji at the Congress office.

Congress Pradesh representative, Shri 
Manoj Kumar Singh also paid tributes 
by offering marigold garlands to the 
photographs of Mahatma Gandhi and Shri 
Lal Bahadur Shastriji. He also carried out 
cleanliness drive campaign and urged the 
people to keep their area clean and should 
also change their mindset and asked the 
people to follow the path shown by the 
great leaders.

Others present there were, Shri Girishchand 
Jaiswal, Shri Muktinarayan Mishra, Shri 
Nityanand Sharma, Shri Vijay Krishna 
Trivedi, Shri Amrid Tiwari, Shri Bhagwan 
Singh, Shri Satyanarayan Swamy, Shri 
Prakash Kumar Singh, Shri Dhiraj Kumar, 
Shri Ramashanker Singh, Shri Chandrama 
Pandey, Shri Sankatha Tiwari, Shri GM 
Ansari, Shri Simranjit Singh with others.

CHHATTISGARH
Tributes to Indiraji,  

Sardar Patel
raipur: The City Congress Committee 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi on her martyrdom day 
on 31st October, 2014 and also to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth anniversary 
which also falls on 31st October, 2014.

The City Congress also started a 20-days 
Padyatra programme for maintaining 
cleanliness drive in the city. The Padyatra, 

in which thousands of people joined on the 
way, was led by Pradesh Congress president, 
Shri Bhupesh Baghel and City Congress 
president, Shri Vikas Upadhaya.

They assured the people that if the Congress 
is elected in the Corporation, then they 
would act against the Company entrusted 

by the state government which is doing 
nothing at the moment under the patronage 
of the state government and see that proper 
cleanliness is maintained in the city. 

200 children treated for split 
lips

raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh 
Congress Handicap Department, under 
the inspiration of former Union Minister 
Dr. Charan Das Mahant, Pradesh Congress 
President Bhupesh Baghel organized a free 
medical camp during Diwali.

The camp was held at the Kalra Plastic 
Surgery Centre by Dr. Sunil Kalra and 
with the services of Pradesh Handicap 
Department President, Shri Mahendra 
Kochar and young social worker, Dr Sunil 
Kalra treated around 200 children with 
cases of split lips.

Shri Mahendra Kochar said the next camp 
will be held from 14th November and will 
continue till 19th November, 2014.

DELHI
Protest against Saffronization

new Delhi: The agitation against the 
saffronization of the NDMC areas by 
painting the BJP colours on government 
houses, footpaths and roads in the guise 
of cleanliness campaign, has gained 
momentum as a large number of Congress 
workers took out a demonstration on 29th 
October, 2014 and burned the effigy of the 
Union Home Minister. The demonstrators 
warned that if the painting of the NDMC 

areas in the BJP colours was not stopped 
forthwith, the Youth Congress workers 
will start painting the streets in white. 
The demonstration was led by the Delhi 
Pradesh Youth Congress president Amit 
Malik and NSUI president Vikas Chikara 
was also present. 

DPCC president Shri Arvinder Singh, 

MLA and chief spokesperson and senior 
leader Shri Mukesh Sharma, addressing 
the demonstrators at the DPCC office, Rajiv 
Bhawan, here and alleged that despite the 
objection by the Delhi Traffic Police, the 
NDMC area was deliberately being painted 
in saffron colours. They said according to 
the international law, if such colours are 
painted on the streets and footpaths, it 
would result in serious accidents, resulting 
in loss of life and property. Both the 
leaders said the painting of the NDMC 
areas in saffron colours was in violation 
of the law. They said the Congress Party 
strongly condemned the saffronisation of 
the NDMC streets at the behest of Union 
Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh.

Angry Congress workers started assembling 
at the DPCC office from 4 p.m, and the 
demonstrators, carrying placards, and 
shouting slogans started walking towards 
the residence of the Union Home Minister. 
The police stopped the demonstrators at the 
ITO crossing, leading to clashes between 
the demonstrators and the police. The 
demonstrators shouted slogans such as 
“Baajpa sharam karo, sharam karo; sarkari 
sampathi ka bhagwakaran bandh karo, 
bandh karo etc”. Later, the demonstrators 
burned the effigy of Union Home Minister 
Shri Rajnath Singh.

Homage to Indira Gandhiji
new Delhi: Former Prime Minister late 
Smt. Indira Gandhi’s 30th martyrdom 
day was observed on 31st October, 2014 
and Congress leaders and workers paid 
reverential homage at a function held at 
the Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee 
(DPCC) office, Rajiv Bhawan, here. Delhi 
Pradesh Congress Committee (DPCC) 
president Shri Arvinder Singh, MLA said 
Smt. Indira Gandhi was not only an iconic 
leader of the country, but also a historical 
figure in world politics, who had left an 
indelible imprint in the minds of legion of 
people.  Thousands of Congress workers 
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and senior leaders paid homage to the late 
leader. 

Shri Arvinder Singh said Smt. Indira 
Gandhi was one of the greatest leaders of 
Indian politics who understood the pulse 
of the people, and the demands of the 
country to take it forward on the path of 
development and progress, to make the 
country a world power. He said Smt. Indira 
Gandhi also took momentous decisions in 
eradicating poverty and unemployment. 
DPCC president Shri Arvinder Singh, CLP 
leader Shri Haroon Yusuf and other leaders 
garlanded the portrait of Smt. Gandhi and 
paid homage to her at the DPCC office, 
Rajiv Bhawan.

Besides Shri Arvinder Singh and CLP leader 
Shri Haroon Yusuf, others who attended 
the function to pay homage to Smt. Indira 
Gandhi were former PCC president Shri 
Subhash Chopra, former Vidhan Sabha 
Speaker Dr. Yoganand Shastri, Ex MLAs 
Bhisham Sharma, Veer Singh Dhingan, 
Kunwar Karan Singh, Sewa Dal chief 
organiser Dineshwar Tyagi, Bhushan Tyagi, 
Madan Khorwal, Sunil Anand, Satvir 
Singh, Sachin Bidhuri and a large number 
of workers.

Shri Arvinder Singh said after Pandit 
Jawaharla l  Nehru Ji  and Shr i  La l 
Bahadur Shastri Ji, when Smt. Indira 
Gandhi became the first woman Prime 
Minister of the country, the country was 
facing many challenging problems like 
poverty, starvation, social inequality, 
unemployment, economic, educational, 
scientific and many other issues, which 
needed strong steps to be addressed. He said 
Smt. Indira Gandhi achieved 100 per cent 
success in solving these problems, and no 
praise would be too high for her for taking 
dynamic and decisive decisions to put the 
country on a strong pedestal.     

Shri Arvinder Singh said Smt. Indira Gandhi 
was one of the few select great leaders of the 
world who would be remembered forever. 
He said Smt. Indira Gandhi was a modern, 
inspirational leader, who never looked back, 
but always looked ahead, with hope and 
confidence. He said Smt. Gandhi played 
a vital role in making India a nuclear and 
economic power, and became a space power 
to reckon with, to help the country stand on 
its feet proudly among the big powers. Shri 

Arvinder Singh said she had great empathy 
for the poor, and she used to always think 
of improving the lot of women. Under her 
leadership, the Congress Party always felt 
proud of its standing and achievements.

HARYANA
Homage to Indiraji on 

Haryana Day
gurgaon: Speaking on the Haryana Day 
on 1st November, 2014 Haryana Pradesh 
Congress Spokesperson and Chief Patron 
of the Haryana Pradesh Vikas Manch, Shri 
Khazan Singh paid tributes to former Prime 
Minister and Bharat Ratna Smt. Indira 
Gandhi on her martyrdom day on 31st 
October, 2014.

Shri Khazan Singh said that Smt. Indira 
Gandhi had established the state of Haryana 
48 years ago and added that in comparison 
to any other state of India, Haryana has 
made more development than other states 
in the past 48 years.

Shri Khazan Singh also asked the Modi 
Government to fulfill his promises made 
before the assembly elections. He said the 
pension assured to elders, handicapped and 
MLAs of Rs. 2000/- be started from this 
Haryana Day. Also from this day, the salary 
of the safai workers be given Rs. 15,000/ per 
month and the ‘D’ group safai workers made 
permanent. A new High Court be set-up 
in central Haryana while in the western 
Haryana High Court in Gurgaon, a special 
bench should be established. And last but 
not the least, the poor people should be 
provided grains at the rate of Re 1.

Shri Khazan Singh also paid tributes to the 
Iron Man of India Sardar Patel on his birth 
anniversary on 31st October, 2014. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Tributes paid to Gandhiji, 

Shastriji
shimla: The City Congress, led by Pradesh 
Congress president, Thakur Sukhwinder 
Singh, organized a programme to pay 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
on their birth anniversary at the Congress 
Bhawan here on 2nd October, 2014.

Pradesh Congress  president ,  Shr i 
Sukhwinder Singh paid floral tributes to the 

father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi and 
Shri Shastriji by garlanding their photos and 
thereafter asked the Congressmen to keep 
the unity and integrity of the nations intact.

In another programme, the Governor of 
Himachal Pradesh, Smt. Urmila Singh 
also paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi and 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri by garlanding the 
statue of Gandhiji at Ridge Maidan. Large 
number of Congressmen and people in 
general attended the function.

Tributes paid to  
Mahatma Gandhi

solan: The Himachal Pradesh Congress 
Sewadal and the Congressmen here paid 
tributes to Father of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi on his birth anniversary at the 
Mashivar Kotlav and Sultanpur village on 
2nd October, 2014.

On the occasion, Social Justice and 
Empowerment Minister, Shri Dhaniram 
Shandil, Senior organizer, Shri Harimohan 
Sharma, Block Congress President, Shri 
Baldev Thakur paid tributes to Gandhiji. 
Others present were Shri Sushil Chaudhary, 

Shri Jalin Sahani, Shiv Kumar, Hemant 
Sharma, Nitasha Sharma, Malti, Arvind 
Gupta, Manoj Gupta, Shri Sanjay Awasthi, 
Shri Bala Ram, Shri Bhishm Chauhan, Renu 
Kanian, Usha Sharma, Solan SDM Shashi 
Shandu with others.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Tributes paid to  

Mahatma Gandhiji
Jammu: District Congress Seva Dal, Samba 
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Unit Celebrated 145th birth anniversary of 
Rastriya Pita Mahatma Gandhi at Vijaypur 
on 2nd October, 2014. On the occasion 
state Chief of Congress Seva Dal, Balvinder 
Singh Sambyal addressed the gathering and 

said that Mahatma Gandhi was a strong 
believer of Non-Violence, peace, truth and 
values. BS Sambyal said that BJP should 
clean their own souls instead of making 
hollow and false slogans of cleanliness. 
The policy and programmes of cleanliness 
was launched by Congress earlier. Sambyal 
reminded the people that it was the BJP, 
who was strongly opposed to Gandhiji and 
Sardar Patel at one time. Even the father of 
our Nation was assassinated by a strong 
supporter of RSS Nathu Ram Godse.

Those who participated were Raj Kumar, 
M.L Rao, Dimple Sambyal, Kulbir Singh, 
Yash Pal Singh, Daljeet Singh, Ch. Satpal, 
Pardeep Singh, Sai Dev Singh, Anil Bhagat 
and others.

Protest against Pak firing
Jammu: Congress Seva Dal Chief Balvinder 
Singh Sambyal visited Vijaypur on 7th 
October, 2014 and took a large procession 
against the innocent killing of people in 
Arnia by Pakistan Rangers. Balvinder Singh 
Sambyal said that the regular firing and 
shelling by Pakistan is not being properly 
managed by the Central BJP Government. 
Shri Sambyal said that Shri Narinder 
Modi, P.M of India, has failed to tame the 
enemy of the country. The Prime Minister 
of Pakistan was invited by Prime Minister 
Narinder Modi on his Oath ceremony to 
India. Sambyal said that it is the BJP who 
only make false promises and when there 
is a need of protecting National interest 

then the BJP makes lame excuses. It shows 
their incapability and coward behavior to 
run the Government. B.S Sambyal also 
reminded the BJP central leaders that 
during elections they were raining hollow 
and tempting slogans. But when reality 
came their real position has been exposed. 
B.S Sambyal also burnt the effigy of Pakistan 
P.M Nawaz Sharief at Vijaypur, later he also 
visited Arnea sector where five people were 
killed and scores were injured in Pakistan 
firing. Shri Sambyal met the People at 
Arnea village and heard the grievances of 
the people. 

Those who accompanied him were Dr. ML 
Rao, Varinder Sharma, Dimple Sambyal, 
Raj Kumar, Yash Thakur, Kulbir Singh and 
many other people. 

Pradesh Congress Observes 
Indira Gandhi’s  

30th Death Anniversary
Jammu: The 30th Death Anniversary of 
Former Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi 
was observed throughout the state by the 
Congress party on 31st October, 2014.   
The main function was organized at the 
party’s headquarter of Shaheedi Chowk, 
Jammu which was presided over by Thakur 
Hari Singh-Vice President PCC and was 
attended by Senior leaders of PCC, DCC, 
Mahila Congress, PYC, Seva Dal, Block and 
Ward committees in large number.

  While paying rich tributes to the Late 
Prime Minister, Thakur Hari Singh said 
that the martyrdom of Smt. Indira Gandhi 
for the cause of nation’s unity and integrity 
will be remembered for generations to 
come. Her glorious achievements like the 
historic victory in 1971 war and liberation 
of Bangladesh, Green Revolution, Twenty-
Point Programme, Bank Nationalisation, 
Pokhran-I and Garibi Hatao Programme 
will always remind us of her great 
contribution in the building of modern 
India.

Former Minister  Mula Ram while 
paying tributes to Indira Ji, said that as 
Chairperson of Non Aligned Movement 
(NAM) conference, the Indo-Soviet 
friendship treaty of 1971 was a tribute to 
her contribution in international affairs 
which is commendable. Her vision paid 
us handsome dividends in the 1971 war. 
All this made Indira Gandhi a tallest and 
courageous leader for all times to come.

  On this occasion the Congress leaders 
pledged to follow Indiraji’s teachings and 
move forward for development of India, 
eradication of poverty and make India a 
great power. They recalled her leadership 
qualities and her contribution in the politics 
of the country and the world.

Prominent amongst those who attended 
the meeting were S/Shri Dharam Pal 
Sharma, Vinod Sharma, Chuni Lal Bhat, 
Maheshwar Singh, President PMC Indu 
Pawar-MLA, S. R. Sudhir, Krishan Lal 
Gupta, Hari Singh Chib, Lalita Sharma, 
Anil Chopra-President and S. Gurdershan 
Singh-Working President DCC Jammu 
Urban; Shashi Sharma-Working President 
DCC Jammu Rural; Pawan Raina, Thomas 
Khokar; S. Kirtan Singh, Pt. Jagan Nath, 
B.B. Gupta, Ch. Sukh Dev Singh, Mian 
Nazir Ahmed, P.S. Chouhan, Madan Lal 
Malagar, S.B.S.Mastana, Dr. Ramakant 
Khajuria, Suresh Bargotra, Chanchal 
Popli, Sita Dev, Raj Bakshi, Sunil Sharma, 
Talenter Singh Pt. Keshavanand, Jawaharlal 
Kaul, Pawan Dev Singh, C.L. Bhatti, Pawan 
Shrama, Om Prakash, Chameil Singh, S. 
Parveen Singh, Vijay Sharma, Joginder 
Chib, Sanjeev Shamra, Vijay Malhotra, 
Dewan Chand, Ramesh Gupta and others.

Seva Dal pays tributes to 
Indira Gandhiji, Sardar Patelji
Jammu: Pradesh Congress Seva Dal under 
the chairmanship of Shri B.S. Sambyal today 
remembered former Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi on her 30th death anniversary at 
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu on 31st October, 
2014.

During the function, Sambyal said that 
former Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi 
had a special affection for J&K State and 
people living here, as a result of which she 
frequently visited the state and tried to take 
initiatives for welfare of the state which 
could improve the social and economic 
status of the people living here. Throwing 
light on her, Sambyal Said, “After Shastri 
death in 1966, Smt. Indira Gandhiji’s served 
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as prime minister until India held the next 
election. She won that election, and in 1967, 
became one of the first women ever elected 
to lead a democracy. In 1971, Smt. Gandhi 
was re-elected by campaigning with the 
slogan-Abolish Poverty.”

Indiraji was known as an iron lady for 
her dynamism qualities of leadership, 
farsightedness and statesmanship. She led 
the country to great heights of success in 
various fields and India emerged as a strong 
and powerful nation in the World due to her 
able leadership. 

Smt. Indira Gandhi symbolized the Third 
World’s regeneration. By refusing to sign 
the NPT she gained political credit for 
upholding India’s independence and 
for taking a principled stand against a 
discriminatory treaty. With Smt. Indira 
Gandhi at the helm, India re-emerged in 
the South Asian strategic stage and India 
recorded its ability and willingness to 
grasp the opportunities of power politics 
in a regional context. She made a mark 
in the world as an unrivalled leader and a 
champion of the Third World.

Further, Shri Sambyal said, “If Indriaji was 
alive today, then Pakistan would not have 
dared to violate cease fire,” and suggested 
that all the leaders whether they are in 
Congress Party or from other parties should 
follow the path of our first glorious female 
leader.

Shri Sambyal said, the youth should follow 
the path shown by senior leaders who have 
been sacrificing their lives for the progress 
of the country from the time of Smt. Indira 
Gandhi till date.

Meanwhile, Shri Sambyal also remembered 
Sardar Vallab Bhai Javerbhai Patel known 
as Iron man of India. He said his role and 
contributions for the nation by uniting 
more than 500 princely States into united 
India can never be forgotten. Other who 
attended the function were M.L. Rao, 
Daljit Singh, Yash Thakur,Varinder Sharma, 
Dimple Sambyal, Ch. Ghar Singh  and 
others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Madhya Pradesh facing 

financial crunch 
bhopal: Pradesh Congress Vice-President, 
Shri Manek Aggarwal has alleged that 

the weak financial system of the BJP 
Government has made the state treasury 
bankrupt.

Speaking on 22nd October, 2014, Shri 
Aggarwal said that the State money has 
been either spent on useless projects or the 
money from taxes has been embezelled and 
that is why the State Government is taking 
loans from the market to pay salary to the 
Government workers and to the contractors 
as all Govt projects have come to a halt.

Such financial crisis has been experienced 
for the first time in the State and that too 
on the auspicious occasion of Diwali, said 
Shri Aggarwal. The Congress is objecting 
to the investment mela on which the BJP 
Government is spending more than Rs. 250 
crores to attract investors. The State Chief 
Minister has created such an impression 
that big investors and industrialists will 
make a gold mine of this State.

Support Congress in 
Corporation elections

gwalior :  Outer Distr ict  Congress 
Committee President, Dr. Darshan Singh 
has appealed to the public to support 
and vote for Congress in the coming 
Corporation elections.

Dr. Singh said that the election will be held 
in 66 wards of the City where the BJP is 
ruling the Corporation for the past 40 years. 
He said that the BJP has proved unfit as the 
basic facilities for the public have not been 
attended and the public is suffering and the 
City Corporation is putting more taxes of 
the public. He said that there was no proper 
drinking water system, the streets were in a 
bad shape and the street lights too were not 
proper. The BJP has failed in maintaining 
the statues of our national leaders in the city 
which bear the effect of nature, the pension 
for elders has not been started, he said and 
added that the City Skyline is full of illegal 
hoardings which is destroying the beauty 
of the city.

The BJP has for the past so many years has 
been making false promises of development 
but nothing has been done, so vote for a 
change and therefore, vote and support 
Congress.

Tributes paid to Gandhiji, Lal 
Bahadur

indore: Congress and the City Congress 

Committee, under the directive  of MPCC 
president, Pramod Tandon and led by City 
Congress general secretary, Shri Vijay 
Kumar Mehra paid tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi and former Prime Minister Shri Lal 

Bahadur Shastri on their birth anniversary 
here on 2nd October, 2014.

Shri Pramod Tandon and Shri Vijay Kumar 
Mehra garlanded the statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the photograph of Shri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri. Later in the evening, 
lit 101 diwas and sung songs that were 
favorites of Bapuji.

Other present at the function were 
Mehmood Qureshi, Johar Manpurwala, 
Umashanker Raikwar, Amit Chaurasia, 
Onkarlal Raikwar, Madan Singh Chauhan, 
Jayesh Panwar with others 

MAHARASHTRA
Statue of Rajiv Gandhi 

inaugurated in Pune
pune: The statue of Bharat Ratna and 
former Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
was inaugurated here on 24th August, 2014 
by the then chief Minister of Maharashtra 

Shri Prithviraj Chavan.

The statue has been installed at the entrance 
of the Rajiv Gandhi Humanaty Museum 
and the statue has been gifted by the 
Municipal Corporation of Pune. The 
Rajiv Gandhi statue committee chairman, 
Shri Gopal Tiwari thanked all those who 
contributed for this cause. Earlier, the 
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Phaze-2 of this museum was inaugurated by 
senior Congress leader and AICC Treasurer, 
Shri Motilal Vora in 2002.

Pune Mayor, Smt. Chanchla Kadre, local 
social worker, Shri Abhijit Kadam, Shri 
Gopal Tiwari and Shri Prithiviraj Chavan 
addressed the gathering. 

Present on the dais with Shri Prithviraj 
Chavan were (from left) Dr. Vishwajit 
Kadam (Pradesh Youth Congress President), 
Pune City Congress President, Shri Abhay 
Chajaed, Shri Sharad Ranpise, MLA, 
Cooperative Minister, Shri Harsvardhan 
Patil and Shri Gopal Tiwari (Member, 
CWC) and City Mayer Smt. Chanchla 
Kadre.

PUNJAB
Rahul Gandhi gives a call to 

launch Save Punjab campaign 
from November

Chandigarh: The Congress vice-president, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi, on 16th October, 2014 
initiated the giant step forward to gear up 
the party to confront the Akali Dal-BJP 
alliance with the announcement to launch 
“Save Punjab campaign” from  November 
14  to eradicate the menace of drugs. 
Referring to the anger of tsunami among 
people sweeping across length and breadth 
of the state, he expressed the optimism that 
none could defeat a united Congress in 

the next Assembly elections due in 2017.

Shri Gandhi’s plans to rev up the party 
in the border state. He got going with his 
interactions at three levels that included 
block and district presidents, MPs, 
MLAs, members of the Pradesh Congress 
Committee and other senior leaders. His 
first meeting was with the BCC and DCC 
presidents followed by the PPCC and his 
day’s programme concluded with a meeting 
with the PPCC Kisan Wing and a delegation 

of the Bharatiya Kisan Union led by Shri 
Bhupinder Singh Mann.

The main leaders present included the 
party’s National General Secretary Smt. 
Ambika Soni, party Secretary Shri Harish 
Chaudhary,  the PPCC chief Shri Partap 
Singh Bajwa, the Deputy Leader of the party 
in the Lok Sabha Capt. Amarinder Singh, 
former chief minister Smt. Rajinder Kaur 
Bhattal, former PPCC presidents including 
Shri H.S. Hanspal, Shri Shamsher Singh 
Dullo, Shri Mohinder Singh Kaypee and 
Shri Virender   Kataria and Ch. Santokh 
Singh, MP.

Apart from a resolution adopted for moving 
the Supreme Court to seek CBI probe into 
the smuggling of drugs, Shri Gandhi, while 
elaborating the Save Punjab campaign, said 
the party volunteers would be trained to 
educate the people against the menace of 
drugs who would go door to door to cover 
the entire state within two years beginning 
November 14.

In the first phase, this campaign would be 
launched in five Assembly constituencies 
including Majitha, Qadian, Ghanaur, 
Chabewal and Ludhiana Urban. The 

party decided to give top priority to 
the eradication of this menace which is 

destroying this most progressive state but 
had now come into the category of laggards 
due to mismanagement, non-governance 

and open loot by the SAD government.

His emphasis was on strengthening the 
party at the lowest levels and said even 
the senior most leaders should work at the 
grassroots and attend the meetings of the 
BCCs and DCCs. He made it clear that the 
criteria for the allotment of tickets would 
be party work. He said the BCC presidents 

had the most vital role to play to gear up 
the party.

Yet another important decision taken 
at the meeting of the presidents of the 
DCCs and BCCs was to set up booth level 
committees. Shri Gandhi called upon the 

party to complete this exercise of setting 
11-member committee for each of the 
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19,000 booths and the exercise would be 
completed in about a month. This would 
involve mobilising more than 2 lakh party 
activists at the grassroots.

He repeatedly stressed the point that the 
people in Punjab were fed up and they 
had made up their mind to bring about 
the change. The party would be invincible 
provided the Akali Dal-BJP alliance was 
confronted unitedly. He stressed this crucial 
aspect in both the meetings.

At the meeting with the farmers’ delegations 
which lasted about 30 minutes, he was 
apprised about the problems being faced by 
the peasantry about which he was briefed 
by Shri Mann and the leaders from the 
kisan wing.

Bajwa condemns the arrest of 
kisan wing leaders in Badal 

village
Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President, Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, has 
strongly condemned the arrest of the party’s 
kisan wing chairman Shri Inderjeet Singh 
Zira and several other activists who were 
protesting in the Badal village earlier on 
20th October, 2014 against the harassment 
of farmers in the mandis all over the state.

In a statement, Shri Bajwa said it was the 
democratic right of the people to give vent 
to their concerns by staging demonstrations 
in the village of the Chief Minister, Shri 
Parkash Singh Badal. There was no reason 
why the right to demonstrate in front of the 
residence of the Chief Minister should be 
curbed like this.

“Rather than attending to the problems 
being faced by the people in general and 
the farmers in particular, this government 
has unleashed terror reminiscent of the days 
of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. The Badal 
government era too would go down into 
history as a repressive regime”, he added.

Shri Bajwa asserted that the farmers had 
always suffered in the mandis during the 
Badal government despite the so called 
claim of the Chief Minister to be their 
champion. The marketing of foodgrain was 
marked by rampant corruption in Punjab 
and the ultimate victim happened to be 
the farmer who were otherwise feeding 
the nation.

He also referred to the pitiable plight of 

the cotton cultivators whose problems 
had compounded, earlier due to late rains 
and now in the absence of adequate price 
mechanism. Similar was the situation of the 
paddy farmers in general and the basmati 
cultivators in particular.

Shri Bajwa demanded that the arrested 
kisan wing leaders should be released 
without any delay and their demands 
addressed immediately such issues were not 
political but concerned the state’s economy 
and the plight of the people. He called upon 
Shri Badal to stop shedding crocodile tears 
for the farmers and focus on the removal 
of their problems immediately rather than 
suppressing the protests.

TAMILNADU
Protest Rally held

toothukudi: The Urban District Congress 
Committee led by Tamilnadu Congress 
Vice-President, Shri APCV Shanmugam, 
held a protest rally here on 27th October, 
2014, against the Railway fare hike and 
the start of premium rail fare and the plan 
to close MNREGA Scheme by the Modi 
Government.

The Congressmen were addressed by 
Arul District Congress leaders Shri 
Shanmuguam, former District President, 

Shri S. Justine, Corporation councilors 
Shri S.C. Bose, Shri A.D. Alexander, Shri 
P. Raju of INTUC with others took part in 
the protest rally.

Tributes paid to K. Kamaraj
trichy : Congressmen here,  led by 
Tamilnadu Congress PCC Member, Shri 
B. Balasubramanian, paid tributes to former 
AICC President and former Tamilnadu 
Chief Minister, Shri K. Kamaraj on his death 
anniversary on 2nd October, 2014.

Shri Balasubramanian garlanded the photo 
of Shri Kamaraj and thereafter free meals 
was distributed among the people.

Tributes paid to Indiraji
trichy: Congressmen, led by Tamilnadu 
Congress General Council Member, Shri 
B. Balasubramanian, paid tributes to former 
Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi here on 
31st October, 2014. 

During the memorial function, the 
photograph of Smt. Indira Gandhi was 

garlanded by Shri Balasubramanian and 
prayers was offered. Later the people 
present at the function were given free food.  

UTTAR PRADESH
Tributes paid to Gandhiji, 

Shastriji
lucknow: Congressmen and Uttar Pradesh 
Congress Committee led by its President, 
Dr. Nirmal Khatri paid tributes to Father 
of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri on their 
birth anniversary here on 2nd October, 
2014.

The function commenced by garlanding 
the photos of Gandhiji and Shastriji by 
Dr. Nirmal Khatri and thousands of 
Congressmen present also paid their 
tributes. The function was conducted by 
Rajiv Gandhi Study Circle general secretary, 
Dr. Vinod Chandra. Also present was 
Prof. Satish Rai of Mahatma Gandhi Kashi 
Vidyapeeth of Varanasi.

On the occasion, Dr. Khatri spoke about 
the life and deeds of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri and how Gandhiji 
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worked for the poor people of India and 
dedicated his life in removing social 
differences in the society. He followed the 
path of ahimsa and non-violence.

Dr. Khatri, while paying tributes to Shastriji 
said that he was a symbol of sacrifice and 
honesty and urged the people present there 
to follow on the path shown by these great 
leaders. Prof. Satish Rai also spoke about 
Gandhiji and Shastriji.

Tributes paid to Mahatma 
Gandhi, Lal Bahadur Shastri

etah: Congressmen of the district here paid 
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi and Former 
Prime Minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
on their birth anniversary here on 2nd 
October, 2014.

Former MLA, Shri Shishupal Singh and 
UPCC General Secretary, Shri Surendra 
Kashyap garlanded the statues of Gandhiji 
and Shri Lal Bahadur Shastriji. Other 
Congressmen offered floral tributes to both 
Gandhiji and Shastriji.

Thereafter, a debate was organized by 
Shri Kashyap which was addressed by 
Shri Kashyap, Shri Shishupal Singh, Shri 
Pradeep Paliwal, Shri Brahamashankar 
Sharma, Shri Rakesh Yadav, Dr. Ashok 
Saini, Shri Ahmad Bhai, Shri Firasat 
Ullaha Lodi, Smt. Pushpa Upadhaya, Smt. 
Ajjo Devi Yadav, Shri Narendra Kashyap, 
Shri Omprakash Kashyap, Shri Rajnikant 
Sharma and Shri Rakesh Aggarwal. They 
also took pledge that they would solve the 
problems of the people through ‘Gandhigiri’ 
on following on the principles of Gandhiji.

Tributes paid to Indiraji, 
Sardar Patelji

unnao: The Congressmen here paid 
tributes to Priyadarshani Indira Gandhi on 

her martyrdom day at the District Congress 
office here on 31st October, 2014.

The Congressmen also paid tributes to the 
Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
on his birth anniversary on 31st October, 
2014. Garlands were offered to their photos 
by the Congressmen.

The Congressmen hailed the role of Indiraji 
in making India a developed nation and it 
is because of her efforts that India stands 
among the top nations of the world. Sardar 
Patel is known for bring together the small 
states ruled by the Kings and Nizams.

Others who paid tributes were District 
Congress President, Shri Veer Pratap 
Singh, Shri Hari Prasad Kureal, Dr. Anwar 
Khurshid, Shri Manish Kureel, Shri Ajay 
Srivastav, Shri Anoop Mehrotra with others.

District Youth Congress paid 
tributes paid to Indiraji,  

Sardar Patel
unnao: This district Youth Congress paid 
tributes to both former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi on her maytrdam day on 
31st October, 2014 and also to Sardar Patel 
on his birth anniversary which also falls on 
31st October, 2014.

The function was presided over by district 
Youth Congress president, Shri Arun 
Kumar Kushwha who garlanded the 
photographs of the great leaders.

Shri Kushwha spoke about the life and 
their contributions in the development of 
the nation.

Others present were, Shri Pankaj, Shri 
Sandeep Kushwha, Shri Anil Kushwha, Shri 
Durgesh Singh, Shri Dinesh Kumar, Shri 
Ankit Tripathi and others. v

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Bahadur Shah 
Zafar 
Death Anniversary 
7th November

(1775-1862)

Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad
Birth Anniversary
11th November

(1888-1958)

Pt. Madan Mohan 
Malaviya
Death Anniversary
12th November

(1861-1946)

Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru
Birth Anniversary
14th November

(1889-1964)

Vinoba Bhave
Death Anniversary
15th November

(1895-1982)

Lala Lajpat Rai
Death Anniversary
17th November

(1865-1928)

Indira Gandhi
Birth Anniversary
19th November

(1917-1984)
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moDi’s unimpressive us 
visit

spokesperson: shri Anand sharma: He 
said that for the past one week there has 
been lot of excitement, an atmosphere of 
festival and joy has been felt, ever since 
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi’s 
visit to America and during his visit and 
in that festivity the people there looked 
impressed and in the country many of 
our senior journalists were also seemed 
impressed and all this was shown here. 
Now, in the country there are festivals like, 
Navratra, Ramlila too is held during the 
time, now this journey has come to an end 
and deviating from that, the Modi lela that 
took place, it becomes necessary to talk 
about the ground reality. The visit of the 
Prime Minister has not been a successful 
one. There was no such achievement in 
this visit and neither new turn in the 
relations between India and America 
has been seen, nor he has brought back 
any message that was eagerly awaited or 
expected, particularly about the Nuclear 
Agreement that was expected to be signed.

The long-standing issue about the H1B 
Visa, the number of which has been 
reduced and the fees has been increased, 
there would have been resolved, and the 
Prime Minister who was generous enough 
to have announced Visa on arrival. It was 
expected that he would have talked about 
in Washington about the visa for the IT 
Professionals from India and made an 
agreement and the country would have 
been assumed, there was no word about it.

Third issue was about Totalization 
Agreement when our professionals 
go there they give Social  Security 
contributions which goes in Billion 
of Dollars. Our talks on this issue was 
continuing with America, for which 
specific time is given, and that starts 
after Social Security payments has been 
made. India has signed this Totalization 
Agreement with many countries because 
the Professionals have to return all those 
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payment before returning to India because 
by then the date of visa comes to an end. 
Therefore, that amount of many should 
be returned. Our Professionals who are 
making such important contribution 
in America, they should be relieved of 
this, that agreement too did not take 
place. India and America have a strategic 
partnership is not new but it has many 
aspects. Our agreement in the Nuclear 
Sector and nuclear energy was signed 
in July, 2008. It is nice to see that at 
least the BJP Prime Minister is showing 
his interest on that on which the UPA 
Government had made agreement. But 
it is also necessary to remember that Dr. 
Manmohan Singh and the Congress Party 
had put their government at stake. Voting 
was held in Parliament and the BJP had 
opposed it. This I feel is necessary to bring 
this fact to record because this is also 
important. Other things that were said, 
you must have read in the joint statement, 
it does not contain anything new. It has 
mention about clean water and sanitation 
but we already have talked about waste 
management, skill training, education 
and Defence past was already, there, ten 
years are being completed and it is time to 
renew it. Nothing new has been done. To 
fight untidily against terrorism, if you see, 
all this was there in the announcements.

Confusing tHe people
Shri Anand Sharma reiterated that as 
I had mentioned that what has been 
shown and what the reality is, there is 
lot of difference in it and all the Prime 
Ministers of India since 1985 and starting 
with Rajiv Gandhi  Shri Narasimha Rao 
in 1994, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 2000 
and Dr. Manmohan Singh on their visits 
to US were given opportunity to address 
the joint session of American Congress. 
But here this festival continued for a week 
and everybody saw it for five days, this 
opportunity and honour was not given 
to the Indian Prime Minister, this was 
very unpleasant and it is important to 

understand. It has to be understood in 
that prospective.

His big work first of all was to address 
the UN General Council as the Prime 
Minister of the country. Every President 
or the Prime Minister of a country who 
are members of the UN, they address it. It 
was shown that something novel is being 
done, is happening for the first time and 
that was shown. In the strategic relations 
with Japan too, it was shown that it was 
happening for the first time, at this we 
had to say that this was not true. There 
when the Prime Minister spoke  he did 
on experiment by speaking in Indian 
national language Hindi, he copied Atal 
Bihari Vajpayi, he should have copied 
him in many other things and he devioted 
from his written text and simultaneous 
interpretation of his speech could not ber 
done for 20 minutes. India is a power and 
it is said that people give this power push. 
This Summit was a five-day marathon  the 
Summit was of 110 minutes and not of 
five days. This is also true that 2/3 of the 
plenary hall was empty in the UN General 
Assembly, this should also should have 
been showed and I want that this fact is 
made known to the people through you. 
Wednesday, 1st October, 2014

moDi is A HAbituAl liAr
spokesperson: shri Dr. shakeel Ahmad: 
He said that I want your attention towards 
a serious issue. A person can some time 
make a wrong statement in politics but 
if the Prime Minister of the country 
becomes a habitual liar, then this habit of 
his hould be condemned. I am sorry to 
say that I am using this kind of language 
for the Prime Minister. But this is true 
that the country’s Prime Minister had 
yesterday said in Haryana through a daily 
newspaper where I am also the party 
incharge, he not only threw dust in the 
eyes of the voters but did not spare even 
the Election Commission. If the Prime 
Minister of the country tries to throw dust 
into the eyes of the Constitutional bodies, 
the paper carried a news at the time of 
assembly elections about the land deal of 
Shri Robert Vadra. But the date mentioned 
is of 16th July when the DC of Gurgaon had 
written to the Chief Secretary about the 
Mutation and which is valid. The Code 
of Conduct was implemented in Haryana 
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since 12th September and our Prime 
Minister says on 12th September that the 
Code of Conduct has been violated and 
the Election Commission should note this 
fact despite the fact that the land deal had 
happened before 16th July. This does not 
suit the Prime Minister of the country. 
Tuesday, 7th October, 2014

bJp government 
sAbotAging, Diluting 

mgnregA
spokesperson: shri Abhishek singhvi: 
He said that it  is  unfortunate and 
distressing that politics is being debased 
to low levels of scoring points merely 
because of political antagonism not based 
upon public interest considerations. We 
have earlier given examples of how the 
BJP-NDA government is systematically 
undermining sabotaging and diluting 
usually beneficial national interest and 
public interest is involved, you cannot 
act in this manner. MGNREGA is a 
classical example. Documented studies 
have shown that MGNREGA is having 
the widest possible impact providing 
seasonal employment to 1 out of 3-1/3rd  
rural households in the last one year. Now 
what is the BJP-NDA government doing 
and Mr. Gadhari’s statements over the past 
few days, his file notings etc. which have 
been accessed under RTI show clearly 
that there is an unfortunate attempt to 
undermine and dilute this programme. 
One of the major things which have been 
done is that while MGNREGA fund will 
be available, there is a huge decrease cut 
in the wage component of the total funds. 
The wage component of the total fund, if 
it is cut, that is the heart and soul of the 
scheme and therefore, it will lead directly 
to a reduction in jobs, a reduction of over 
40% jobs affecting many households in 
the region of 5 crore households. A large 
number of NGOs and Social Activists  
along with over 200 signatories from all 
walks of life have protested strongly in 
writing to the Prime Minister in a joint 
representation  Ms. Arun Roy, Nikhil Dey 
have led that representation. Mr. Abhijeet 
Sen  a former Planning Commission 
Member, in a statistical study, has pointed 
that the assets creation under MGNREGA 
has been more than 9 times even under 
specific Rozgar Yojana like the Jawahar 

Yojana 9 times i.e. 900% more  though the 
spending quantum as a percentage of GDP 
in both the programmes is the same. It is 
something to be deprecated, something to 
be deplored that purely for cheap political 
gain or to show your antagonism and your 
anger, you are actually harming usually 
harming public interest and we strongly 
condemn it. 10th October, 2014

AsKing for fArmer’s 
support

spokesperson: smt. sobha ojha: She said 
that the assembly elections were going 
on in Haryana and Maharashtra and the 
Prime Minister is trying to show that he 
cares for the farmers as both those states 
are linked to farming. On 4th October, he 
was speaking in Karnal where he said that 
the Congress Party was anti-farmer’s party 
and he again repeated the same thing in 
Sangli (Maharashtra) on 5 October and 
appealed to the people by saying, “Give 
BJP a complete majority, we want to work 
for the farmers”. He again mentioned 
this appeal in various other meeting at 
different places. By his luwid speeches 
he want to prove that the Congress was 
anti-farmer’s party and only the BJP would 
take care for the interest of the farmers. He 
wanted to convince the people that only 
BJP comes for the interest of the farmers. 
But I would like to show you the real face 
of the BJP by a letter written by the Chief 
Minister of Chhattisgarh to the Prime 
Minister where Shri Raman Singh talks 
about the farmers which clearly shows the 
difference between what they say and what 
they do and I would like to read those lives 
from his better.

bJp’s true fACe exposeD
In his letter to Shri Modi, Shri Raman 
Singh said that among the measures 
taken by the government to improve the 
condition of the farmers in the state, the 
most important was the decision to give 
Rs. 300/- bonus. Sing pointed out that 
bonus was a promise made by the BJP 
during November 2013 Assembly polls 
but the centre has changed its policy of 
procurement.

The bonus which is given to the farmers 
has been asked to be stopped from now on 
by a directive. The help which the Central 
Government gives to the farmers which is 

in reality given by the state governments 
has been asked to be stopped. These action 
only reveals that the BJP is anti-farmer 
and Shri Raman Singh has written in 
his letter that a change in this policy 
may result in significant reduction of 
cultivation of paddy crops buffer stock and 
adversely affect the over-all food security 
scenario of the country and he is appealing 
the Prime Minister not to take such steps 
which are against the farmers. On the one 
side they pose as the friend and protector 
of farmers but on the other they act against 
the interest of the farmers. This act will go 
against the farmers and will benefit the 
traders. Their reality about the farmers 
has been exposed by the letter of their own 
Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh. Monday, 
13th October, 2014

misleADing tHe nAtion
spokesperson: shri Abhishek singhvi: 
He said that we had been telling you 
earlier from this podium and elsewhere 
repeatedly that the Modi Government, 
its defining characteristic is the hiatus 
between speech and reality between 
action and words. We today have a 
graphic example of that which tellingly 
proves our point. There is a hype but the 
reality is very different and the point is 
simple and we are not on the merits of 
points  let me repeat clearly, the point 
is simple when you want to mislead the 
electorate, when you want to preach in 
pre-electoral campaigns knowingly that 
what you are saying is untrue, you do only 
for cheap votes, sensationalism and that 
is what the Modi Government and Mr. 
Modi in particular has done, repeated 
statement that we will do this, we will do 
that for black-money but when you get 
into governance, then the reality check 
sets in. then the real world with real facts 
strikes you and then between reality and 
governance you begin to realize that 
your rhetoric is false, it is meant only for 
pre-election audiences. Let me give you a 
graphic example of this. Please rewind and 
I am giving you an example  cut to rewind 
to 17th Feb 2014  Mr. Modi  the present PM 
then the CM, Chief campaigner and PM 
aspirant “Mere lip service by the Finance 
Minster on the return of black-money, 
UPA’s lack of commitment towards bring 
back money was on display yet again”. This 
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is Mr. Modi on his favorite social media 
twitter. Cut again to March 23rd, 2014  
heat of the election campaign  Mr. Modi 
again on his favorite social media twitter 
“We truly respect issues which Yogi, Sri 
Ramdev raises  be it stopping corruption 
and bringing back black-money. These 
are important issues for us today”. Cut 
again and rewind again to 27th March 
2014  four days later  Nobody believes 
Congress when they say they will end 
corruption and bring back black-money. 
Did they bring back even a single rupee 
in ten years and one more example out 
of many more  this is on 30th March 2014  
why is Congress is hesitant to bring back 
black-money because they know to whom 
it belongs. NDA will bring back every 
paisa that is stashed abroad. But no less 
than Attorney General of India  stands up 
and what does he ask  he tells the Supreme 
Court  please list my application i.e. the 
government of India’s application  what 
is in the application  a prayer that all the 
information on black-money received 
from foreign countries with which India 
has double taxation avoidance agreements 
cannot  repeat, cannot  be disclosed. Three 
months ago, five months ago and today. 
It there is bigger hypocrisy which you 
have come across? If a member of the 
public was to file a case of cheating and 
mis-representation against the person 
who made these statements hardly 6 
months ago and today’s government’s 
official written application moved by no 
less than the Attorney General. This is not 
hiatus, this is not ‘kathni-karni’ and this 
is not ‘dikhanein ka daant ek and khan 
eek doosre’. This is sheer hypocrisy and 
dishonesty with the public of India and 
at least you should have the courage to 
tell the public that reality in governance 
is different from rhetoric from the pulpit 

when you seek to mislead the people to get 
votes.  Friday, 17th October, 2014

Hue AnD Cry About 
WHAt?

spokesperson: shri Ajay maken: He 
said that you have been invited early on 
Saturday before Diwali. But some issues 
are serious and delay on it can make it 
mores because people do not get proper 
news. It is about the case filed in the Apex 
count by the Central government which 
was being discussed the whole day inside 
the court. The petition filed by the Central 
government in the Apex court shatters 
those dreams shown to the people during 
the past five years and I would talk about 
the same petition, we also have a copy of 
it but before that would like to speak for 
the English Press.

The government’s assumption that it can 
reveal the names to the Supreme Court but 
not to the public due to double-taxation 
is baseless. About Rs. 21 lakh thousand 
crores had been deposited in Swiss banks, 
any reluctance in declaring the names 
of the Swiss bank account holders will 
simply raise doubts about the integrity 
of the people at the helm. What is the 
problem and reluctance in revealing the 
names? Why this dodged refusal to reveal 
the names of those who have accounts 
abroad, the country has a right to know 
and expects the names to be made public. 
The government has a lot to hide and that 
is why they said that it would not be in 
public interest to reveal the names of those 
who have foreign bank accounts. This is 
what they told the Supreme Court. What is 
the public interest in hiding these names? 
Instead of trying to suppress facts, the 

government should publicize the names 
particularly after the Wiki leak reports 
on the matter. The government should 
without any hesitation make public names 
of all those who have stashed black-money 
in Swiss bank accounts. The government 
has consistently failed to bring back 
Indian black-money. At national Security 
Council today, I asked why the Money 
Laundering Act is not being used to track 
the black-money abroad. Saturday, 18 
October, 2014

polArizAtion Attempts in 
DelHi

spokesperson: shri Abhishek singhvi: 
He said that Delhi is and has been under 
the control of the Central government 
through the Lt. Governor which effectively 
means the Prime Minister and the Home 
Minister of the country are yet under 
the very nose or the Central government 
which is in-charge of Delhi through 
its agent- the LG  something happens 
in Trilokpuri which has not happened 
for years and perhaps decades in Delhi. 
We are very sad but very forthright in 
asking why is this pattern, this repetition, 
this systemic pattern occurring before 
elections in so many parts of the country 
with monotonous regularity especially in 
the last five months or so. We condemn 
this, we want to tell the nation that 
what is happening is a combination of 
subtle imagery of hidden symbolism, of 
innuendo, of insinuations, of provocation- 
all this is made into a cocktail to create a 
surcharged atmosphere and this is not true 
only of Delhi or many other parts of the 
country seeing elections  big or small  it 
has happened in the five months. Monday, 
27 October, 2014


