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The very purpose of democracy lies in the idiom that ‘let the will of the people prevail’. And the 
people have voted for a change. After 15 years of a Congress led Government in Maharashtra 
and a ten year tenure of the Congress in Haryana people wanted a change and opted for one. 

If anyone was to look at the performance in both the states they would find a well spread and uniform 
progress across all sections of society. The tiger unleashed by the Congress by bringing about a change 
in the economy by progressive economic reforms has brought about an impatient polity of youth for 
whom nothing is enough and they want progress as of yesterday. But we forget that nation building is 
a slow and steady process and no amount of tall promises and clichés is ultimately going to satisfy this 
growing unrest. The people need to be pacified with reality not stoked with false hopes. This could have a 
snowballing effect on the generations to come. We, however, cannot challenge the wisdom of the people 
and accept their mandate with humility. We commit ourselves to a stable, secular and democratic India 
and would strive to support all positive decisions in the interest of the nation..

The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi in a statement said ‘The Congress party accepts the election 
verdict delivered by the people of Maharashtra and Haryana with humility and resolves to play a 
constructive and vigilant role. The people of Maharashtra and Haryana trusted us with their mandate 
thrice and twice respectively. We hope that the parties forming the Government will fulfill the promises 
that they made. We thank our supporters and voters for having stood by us, and our workers for their 
tireless and unstinting commitment to the party and its ideology. ‘Accepting the verdict of the people 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi thanked the supporters and party workers who stood by 
the party. He said, ‘The Congress Party will work hard on the ground to once again earn the confidence 
of the people.’

The nation celebrates the 145th Birth Anniversary of our beloved Bapu; Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. 
Mahatma Gandhi was the apostle of peace who taught humanity the life of peaceful coexistence and 
a way for achieving results by peaceful means. The whole world treasures the lessons taught by Bapu 
and many try to emulate his thoughts. He was the leading light of the movement for independence 
and led the Congress towards achieving this goal. Today the Government of a party which has been 
largely critical of him due to his secularism too is forced to accept his importance with humility and 
has chosen to celebrate his ideals.

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri’s 110th Birth anniversary is shared on the birth date of Bapu. Though he had a 
brief tenure in the leadership of the country as prime minister he is known for his honesty, humility and 
simplicity. The nation was going through a turbulent time and a war was fought with Pakistan during his 
tenure. He coined the slogan ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ equating the security of our borders with food security.

We also remember our great leader Smt. Indira Gandhi who unleashed pro people reforms during her 
tenure. The nationalization of Banks and abolishment of Privy Purses was a strong signal that the wealth 
of the nation was to be shared by all and was not the right of only the privileged. Under her leadership 
the country gave a befitting defeat to Pakistan army where after Bangladesh became a new nation. The 
leader of BJP and later on Prime Minister Sh Vajpayee with humility equated her with Durga. She gave 
her life in the service of the nation at the hands of misled assassins. The country remembers the strong 
leader with love and affection even today,

The birth anniversary of Sardar Patel the Congress stalwart and the Iron Man of India who along with 
Pt. Nehru shaped the destiny of independent India falls on 31st October. It was the strong hand of Sardar 
Patel which guided the merger of the princely states with the Union of India. Along with other Congress 
stalwarts he played an important role in shaping the destiny of India as we see today. The nation pays 
its tribute to the great leader Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, the first Home Minister of Independent India.

Congress Sandesh greets its readers on the occasion of Eid and wishes a Very happy and prosperous 
Diwali. v
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The Borders of the nation shared with both our neighbors China and 

Pakistan have seen an unprecedented hostile activity since the advent of the 

new Government. Never before there have been such strong and aggressive 

incidents at Pakistan border as in the recent past. The so called diplomatic 

initiative with these neighbors by the new Government has not borne any fruits. 

The Prime Minister Modi during the pre election rhetoric blamed the UPA 

Government for being soft at the borders. During recent assembly elections the 

Prime Minister gave an assurance that all will be settled at the borders. Neither 

was the Government is in a position to take an aggressive stance nor was it 

able to contain the neighbors. The unprecedented aggression by China was 

happening while the PM was enjoying the swing with the Chinese President.

The BJP Government must admit that these are delicate issues and need to 

be handled adroitly. Mere chest thumping speeches are not the answer to the 

problem and all the vitriol unleashed earlier by Sh. Modi was mere bravado 

and not the true reality.

Slowly the people of this country would realize that the averments of Prime 

Minister Modi are nothing but promises not based on truth and reality. The 

backlash could have a long standing adverse affect on the polity of the nation 

and the PM must at least now when he is assured of five years in Government 

make a change in his approach and stick to the truth. 
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CP’s HARYANA VISIT

BuILDIng Of Any nATIOn TAkEs yEARs Of 
LABOuR, DETERmInATIOn, COmmITmEnT AnD  
A fEELIng Of sACRIfICE: sOnIA gAnDhI

Speech of the Congress President at the public meeting at 
Meham in Rohtak (Haryana) on 4th October, 2014

In the history of our country, the land 
of Haryana is the land of struggle and 

hard labour. On one side our farmers, our 
labourers and my dear sisters with their 
labour fulfill the demand of our food 
grains, on the other hand the sons of this 
land are protecting our borders. From the 
independence movement till date the brave 
people from here have brought prestige to 
the state and the country. I salute this great 
land of yours.

Elections are once again before you. When 
the elections come, then some political 
parties, try all kind of tricks to misguide 
you. You were shown many dreams four 
months ago during the Lok Sabha election. 
A situation was created, as if nothing has 
happened in the country after independence 
and that they would change your luck over 
might. 

But what is happening today? Has any step been taken to fulfill 
those election promises? Has the inflation come down? Has the 
two-time meals of the poor become cheap? Have the youth got 
employment? What has happened to the promise of bringing back 
the black money from foreign countries, has any step been taken in 
this regard? Therefore, I want to say to all of you that on the polling 
day you have to decide with your mind and not from your heart. 
You have to remain cautious against those who want your vote by 
stoking your feeling and by making hollow promises. 

A country is not developed or made in a day. The building of any 
nation takes years of labour, determination, commitment and a 
feeling of sacrifice. To take India to this stature of development  
every citizen, our scientists, political, social life our great leaders 
by their sweat and blood have taken this country to such heights. 
But the BJP is today pretending, as if all this has happened after 
their government come to power, and whatever is happening is 
happening for the first time. In fact, they feel happy in calling the 
achievements of others as their own. When our UPA Government 
was at the centre, then they use to criticize our projects, but today 
they have hijacked our projects and are moving ahead by changing 
their names.

But Congress is not of those parties, who call the work of others 
as their own. Congress has shown by doing real work. You can see 

for yourself in Haryana. By the work of development during the 
past ten years Congress has changed the face of this state. You have 
yourself seen, you have experienced what was the situation here 
ten years ago? There was an atmosphere of fear all around, anarchy 
was rampart. The rule of the strong was prevalent and to get relief 
from this you chose Congress, and our government served you, 
and for the progress of Haryana. And getting your support and 
encouragement for the second term Chief Minister Shri Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda and his colleagues have put all their strength and their 
will for the progress of the state.

Progress has taken place in all sectors like agriculture, industry, 
education, health and transport. Example of electricity and water 
which the farmer gets is talked about everywhere. Looking at the 
facilities in Haryana to the dalits, backward the BPL families, other 
states are also imitating our schemes. The Delhi Metro which 
has reached Gurgaon and Faridabad is now being extended to 
Bahadrugarh and Kundli. In future, Rohtak, Sonepat and Panipat 
too will be joined with it. Alongwith the AIIMS and a cancer 
hospital with modern facilities, a Defence University is also being 
established. You yourself tell us whether Haryana has created a 
record of progress or not?

Therefore, I want to tell all of my brothers and sisters who have 
come here from far off places and people of younger generations 
that the election this time is very important for your state. The 

continued on page 8
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CP’s  HARYANA VISIT

wE shALL wALk On ThAT pATh 
Of pROgREss, By whICh EvERy 
CITIzEn LIvEs wITh REspECT AnD 
hOnOuR: sOnIA gAnDhI

Speech of the Congress President at Sirsa (Haryana) on 
4th October, 2014

This land of yours is the land of patriots, freedom fighters, 
this land belongs to laborious farmers who sweat and toil. 

This land belongs to fearless jawans who are ready to sacrifice, 
who are boldly protecting the borders of our country. We feel 
proud about this great land and I want to bow to this land.

Only yesterday we celebrated the festival of truth over evil. The 
cultural values that are connected with this festival, the same 
values are the foundation of our democracy. Treading on the path 
of truth the country has today reached such a stature, where the 
nations of the world look upon India with respect.

All this did not happen in a day. Years of toil, sacrifice and 
commitment is behind this. India reached the moon, India 
reached the Mars, we became a nuclear power, we became self 
sufficient from agriculture to industries and the Indian youth 
displayed their talent to the world. How did we achieve all these 
achievements? All this was possible because of the struggle of 
our leaders like, Nehruji, Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Shastriji, 
Indiraji, Rajivji and Dr. Manmohan Singh. The Congress 
governments whether they were at the Centre or the State- we 
had always kept the social interest on priority. 

Under the leadership of Chief Minister Shri Bhupindra Singh 
Hooda and his colleagues and under the guidance of Ashok 
Tanwar the Congress has toiled in Haryana and the results are 
before you. To make life better for every section of the society, 
the state has made rapid progress in the field of agriculture, 
education, health and basic facilities in the past ten years. 
Care has been taken for every section of the society- farmers, 
women and minorities. Today, maximum wage is not given in 
any other state, but in your Haryana. Highest compensation 
for land acquisition is only given in your state. The purchasing 
price of sugar cane is maximum here. My dear sisters with other 
benefits and the elders are receiving maximum pension. Lakhs 
of children, particularly girls, are getting scholarships for studies 
with other benefits. Four new medical colleges have been opened. 
Country’s first women medical college too has been opened in 
Sonipat district. Four new thermal power stations have been 
made. Haryana has to be praised for the cleanliness that has been 

carried out by the 
Haryana government during the past ten years. The wages of 
the state safai karamcharis has been raised and more than ten 
thousand safai karamcharis alone have been employed for the 
cleanliness of the villages.

The level of development which is in Haryana and the whole 
country is not ordinary. In the past 66 years the Congress 
governments have given a strong foundation on which stands 
the structure of modern India. To take the country rapidly on 
the path of economic development, Congress took bold steps 
and did not leave anything to chance.

I would like to make you remember that time, when threats 
and extortion was prevalent norm there was an atmosphere of 
fear all around, on the other hand the Congress established the 
rule of the law in the state during the past ten years. There is 
peace and brotherhood in the society, the farmers are getting 
electricity, water and full price for his produce. All those people 
doing small and big business are feeling safe.

The elections are close and it becomes the responsibility for all 
of you that an evil eye is not cast upon the development and 
progress of Haryana. Many new agreements have taken place 
in these elections, it does not concern you, it does not concern 
Haryana, it does not concerns for them and their dear ones. 
Today, those forces are wanting to grab power at any cost. They 
are those who show false dreams. But their reality is now being 
exposed, people are now understanding the difference in what 
they say and what they do. You all are enlightened, and know 
the difference between truth and falsehood. Therefore, do not 
be carried away by any such party, who are interested only in 
fulfilling their own interests.

Congress has always struggled for the country and the society 
and has even made sacrifices. In future too, we shall walk on that 
path of progress, by which every citizen lives with respect and 
honour. This process shall continuously remain in Haryana, for 
this we have provided all the projects and programmes in our 
manifesto, about which Chief Minister Bhupendra Singh Hooda 
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CP’s MAHARASHTRA VISIT

Kolhapur: Congress president Smt. Sonia Gandhi while addressing a Congress election 
rally at Maharashtra’s Kolhapur on 11th October 2014 as part of her campaign for the 
upcoming assembly polls in the state, has alleged that the BJP has been spreading hatred 
in the society. She also made a scathing attack on the NCP and Shiv Sena saying that they 
have lust for power.

“The BJP and Shiv Sena’s only aim is to spread hatred in society. They may have separated, 
but in reality they are one. They can do anything for power,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi. 
Scoffing at the claims of the development of Gujarat, the Congress President said that in 
almost all sectors, Maharashtra was way ahead of Gujarat. “During the Lok Sabha polls 
the BJP made tall promises. But, they have failed to fulfill the promises. What happened 
to their promise of bringing down inflation in 100 days?” she asked.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi further said that Congress had contributed immensely to the 
development of India. “India went to the moon and we also became a nuclear power. When 
Nehru was laying the foundation stone of Bhakra Nangal dam, people who are making tall 
claims today were five-year-olds. When Indira Gandhi launched the Green Revolution, 
they were 13-year-olds. When Rajiv Gandhi began the IT revolution, these people opposed 
him,” said the Congress President adding “They ridiculed the schemes of the Congress 

A REpORT

BJp AnD shIv sEnA spREAD 
hATRED In sOCIETy; ThEy CAn 
DO AnyThIng fOR pOwER:  
sOnIA gAnDhI

has told you, we shall strive to fulfill them 
and give all sacrifices.

It is therefore my request, that on the 
polling day you cast your every vote for 
the Congress candidate and make them 
successful by large number of votes and 
play your role in the development of 
Haryana.

Only yesterday you all have celebrated 
Dusshera, Id-ul-zuha will be after two 
days and we shall celebrate Valmiki Jayanti 
four days later, I want to wish you all for all 
these pious festivals and want to thank you 
for coming and attending this meeting. 
Jai Hind!  v

Congress government has made a solid base 
for development during the past ten years. 
If this momentum of progress is maintained 
for the next five years, only then an example 
of progress will be established, on which our 
coming generations will feel proud of. This 
work can only be done by the Congress. 
They cannot develop who have indulged 
in spreading fear, extortion and who have 
played the politics of caste and creed. And 
those who want to grab power by showing 
fake dreams, who have nothing to do with 
progress have nothing to do with you all.

Do remember my words, that those who 
indulge in lot of shouting are seldom true. 
The people who for the getting your votes 
are posing as separate party in contesting 
elections, will come together after the 
elections and join hand with one another, 
they too are not true. Keep away from such 
people and do not be lured by such people. 
You have seen the work of the Congress and 
Haryana needs such work of progress in the 
future too so that this state of yours moves 
more rapidly on the path of progress so that 
it brings peace, cordiality and prosperity in 
your lives.

Only yesterday you have celebrated 
Vijaydashmi, Id-ul-Zuha will be two 
days later and four days later we will be 
celebrating the birth anniversary of Valmiki, 
I would like to greet you all for all the holy 
festivals and would like to thank you coming 
for this meeting. Jai Hind! v

Building of any nation takes 
years of labour, determination, 
commitment and a feeling of 
sacrifice: sonia gandhi

continued from page 6
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CP’s MAHARASHTRA VISIT

government, but are going ahead with the same schemes.”

The Congress President also slammed PM 
Modi for invoking Maratha king Shivaji at 
his election rallies. “They are using the name 
of Shivaji Maharaj during election, but when 
our government planned a grand statue of 
Shivaji in the Arabian Sea, they opposed 
it,” she said.

Later, addressing a rally at Aurangabad, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi also targeted the NCP, 
who broke the alliance with Congress after 
ruling the state for 15 years. “Till yesterday, 
the NCP were with us. But tomorrow they 
may align with anyone. Their only goal is 
power,” said the Congress President.

“When Jawaharlal Nehru was laying the 
foundation of Modern India, they were just 
five to six years old. They do not promote 
secularity. Do not fall for people who 
divide in the name of caste, creed, religion 
and language,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
at Aurangabad. “They only want power 

and nothing else. 
You have already 
seen the extent 
to which the Shiv 
Sena and the BJP 
lie. Those who 
spread hatred and 
engage in divisive 
politics can never 
be  in favor  of 
Maharashtra. Do 
not fall into their 
trap,” she warned. 
T h e  C on g re s s 
President further 
said that  both 
the BJP and the 
Shiv Sena were 
untrustworthy.

“BJP and Shiv Sena 
are  cr it ic iz ing 
each other; I want 
to alert you about 
those who will 
join hands with 

people who were with us till yesterday. First, they talk of going to 
the moon, and then, they end up saying it is not possible doing it 
alone,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi. “We do not need to show proof of 
our work to anyone. Congress has always put public interest on 
top priority, so, I request you to give each one of your votes to the 
Congress on 15th October,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

The state of Maharashtra goes to polls on October, 15. v
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Firozpur Jhirkha: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
9th October, 2014 hit out at Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
said he is working for a few industrialists.

Addressing a election rally in Mewat region of Haryana, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said, “Whatever they do is only for the industrialists. We 
do not run government for one or two industrialists, we do not run 
a government of marketing.”

Shri Rahul alleged, before going to America, Modi lifted control 
on drug prices at the behest of some US companies which has led 
to cancer medicines’ cost going up to over Rs. 1 lakh instead of Rs. 
8,000 earlier, while also accusing the new government of diluting 
acts like the MGNREGA and the Land Acquisition Act.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said that the Congress party will fights to save 
the pro-poor legislations introduced by the Congress-led UPA 
government.

The Congress leader also accused the Modi government of having 
failed to safeguard the country at the borders.

“Chinese Army was in our country, and our 
PM was ‘on the swing’ with the Chinese 
President, he did not say a word,” Shri Rahul 

A REpORT 

RAhuL gAnDhI COIns 
nEw sLOgAn fOR 
hARyAnA:
‘JAI JAwAn, JAI kIsAAn 
AuR JAI pAhALwAAn’

VICe PReSIdeNT’s HARYANA VISIT

said.

Praising the people of Haryana, Shri Rahul Gandhi said that they are 
second to none, adding that the Congress is proud of the progress 
made by the state in the last ten years.

Referring to the contribution of farmers, soldiers from the state and 
its sports persons, Shri Rahul said, “There should be a new slogan 
for Haryana  Jai Jawan, Jai Kisaan aur Jai Pahalwaan”.

“Haryana is number one in GDP and milk production,” he claimed.

Modi’s charge that Congress did nothing in the last 60 years is an 
insult to the farmers and labourers who have toiled hard all these 
years to help the country progress, Shri Rahul Gandhi said. He also 
said, “It is easy for some people to speak but doing things is difficult.”

“Our soldiers are at the borders, our farmers toil in the fields, but 
then one neta comes and says that nothing happened in 60 years?,” 
he said.

“Today India has been recognized and respected by the entire world, 
this has not been done by one single person, but you,” he added. v
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VICe PReSIdeNT’s MAHARASHTRA VISIT

Mumbai: While addressing election rallies at Maharashtra as part 
of his campaign for the upcoming assembly elections in the state, 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi took pot shots at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and said that after promising “achhe din” 
he was now fobbing off the people with the assurance that “jaldi 
thik ho jayega” along the border with Pakistan.

Pune: Addressing a rally at Saswad in Pune, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said that during the Lok Sabha election campaign Mr Modi used 
to say that he would scare off Pakistan and China. “The last few 
days have seen ceasefire violations by Pakistan, which had not 
happened in the last ten years. There are casualties but still Modi 
says ‘jaldi thik ho jayega’,” he said. “Our jawans are being killed, our 

A REpORT 

COngREss IDEOLOgy Is 
TO hELp ThE pOOR pEOpLE 
AnD mAkE ThEm sECuRE :  
RAhuL gAnDhI 

children are being slaughtered,” he said. “Earlier, achhe din (good 
times) were promised. Now people laugh at this slogan,” said the 
Congress leader.

Nashik: Earlier, addressing a rally in Nashik district, the Congress 
Vice President said, “Prime Minister Narendra Modi signed an 
agreement with multinational pharma companies in USA and 
increased the prices of essential medicines. Cancer drugs which 
were earlier available for `8,000 are now selling for `1 lakh.” He 
was speaking at a public meeting at Wani town in Dindori tehsil 
of Nashik district on 10th October, 2014, where he had come to 
campaign for the 15 Congress candidates in the district.

Hitting out at the opposition’s call for a Congress-free Maharashtra, 
the Congress vice-president said it was “impossible to banish 
Congress from the state”.  ”The Opposition wants to remove the 
Congress ideology from India. Congress ideology is not different 
from Maharashtra culture. Congress ideology is the thoughts of 
Shivaji Maharaj, Ambedkar, Jyotiba Phule. Congress ideology is 
to help the poor people and make them secure,” Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Striking a chord with farmers and adivasis, he said, “We passed 
the Adivasi Bill and gave back land to the Adivasis. We also 
implemented land reforms in the country which gave value to 
the farmers’ land”. “The government is snatching money from the 
pockets of poor and Dalits and putting it in the pockets of MNCs,” 
added Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Shri Rahul Gandhi reiterated that most of the development that 
the nation was currently witnessing was the result of Congress’ 
hard work over the last 60 years. “They enjoy facilities like good 
transport and connectivity, water supply, mobile phones, affordable 
medicines, health care, etc., in their everyday lives. They avail the 
benefits of the stupendous development work across the country 
and yet the BJP says that the Congress has failed to do any work in 
the last 60 years,” said Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“We started the Direct Benefit Transfer scheme for the poor 
under which money for social sector schemes like MNREGA 
was transferred to your bank accounts”, reminded the congress 
leader.  Maharashtra goes to polls on Oct 15. v
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VICe PReSIdeNT’s MAHARASHTRA VISIT

Mahad: With shelling and firing by 
Pakistani troops continuing to claim 
civilian lives in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi on 8th October, 2014 targeted 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, saying he 
has done nothing to stop it despite “many 
provocations”.

“Before the Lok Sabha polls, Modi used to 
speak of adopting an aggressive approach 
towards China and Pakistan. Now, despite 
so many provocations, the PM is not 
doing anything for the last three months,” 
he said, addressing his first campaign rally 
for the October 15 Maharashtra Assembly 
elections at Mahad in Raigad district.

Speaking at an election rally, his first 
in Maharashtra, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
also taunted Shri Modi for sharing a 
traditional swing with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping when thousands of Chinese 
troops were intruding into the country. 
“Pakistan has been repeatedly violating 
the ceasefire. The Prime Minister is 
saying nothing.  Before the elections he 
spoke a lot.

“When the Prime Minister was enjoying 
a swing with the Chinese President, 
thousands of their soldiers were occupying 
our land in Ladakh....,” he said.

On Modi’s recent US trip, Shri Rahul said, 
“During the visit, the Prime Minister 
thought of how medicines on diabetes 
and cancer, produced by companies there, 

A REpORT

... BEfORE ThE LOk sABhA pOLLs, mODI usED TO 
spEAk Of ADOpTIng An AggREssIvE AppROACh 
TOwARDs ChInA AnD pAkIsTAn. nOw, DEspITE sO mAny 
pROvOCATIOns, ThE pm Is nOT DOIng AnyThIng:  
RAhuL gAnDhI

could be sold in India.

“As a result, medicines costing Rs. 8,000 
will be available in India for Rs.1 lakh,” 
the Congress leader said.

“The BJP says it wants to make India 
Congress-free. They do not realise 
that ideology of Congress, India and 
Maharashtra is the same. It is not possible 
to make India Congress-free,” he said.

“BJP feels that only one person can take 
India forward. It does not talk of taking 
forward any ideology,” he said.

The Congress Vice President said the BJP 
was good only at marketing. “The entire 
nation watches when he picks up a broom. 

But nobody saw China’s encroachment,” 
he said.

In his speech, Congress Vice President 
pointed out that the Congress nominee 
in the area was pitted against Shiv Sena, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi asked voters to defeat 
the rival Sena candidate.

“A vote for Congress is vote for fast 
development of  Maharashtra.   Shri 
Prithviraj Chavan is a leader with a clean 
image. Maharashtra will progress under 
his leadership,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said, 
apparently backing the former Chief 
Minister as prospective candidate for 
the top job if the party is voted to power 
once again. v
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Nobel PeACe PRIze

New delhi: Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi on 10th October, 2014 
congratulated child rights activist 
Kailash  Satyarthi and girls education 
rights activist from Pakistan Malala 
Yousafzai on being chosen for the 
Nobel Peace Prize as the party read 
a symbolism in the decision noting  
“conflict resolution and not conflict 
escalation”, should be the norm.

Expressing happiness over it, Smt. 
Gandhi said the awards have brought 
“glory to the entire South Asia” and extended her good wishes to 
Malala Yusufzai. 

Congratulating Satyarthi, Smt. Gandhi said it is a “moment 
of immense pride” for the nation and that the Nobel prize to 
Satyarthi was a “rightfully deserved recognition of his tremendous 
contribution.

Rahul Gandhi congratulates Kailash Satyarthi
“Congratulations to Shri Kailash 
Satyarthi on receiving the Noble 
Peace Prize. It is a tremendous 
achievement and recognition of his 
tireless campaign for securing the 
rights of children. Shared with Ms 
Malala Yusufzai, this Noble Peace 
Prize draws out attention powerfully 
to the struggle of millions of children 
in the subcontinent and across the 
globe to access education and have a 
childhood free of exploitation.”

About Noble Prize Winners: 
History was made on 10th October, 2014 when an Indian and a 
Pakistani jointly shared the Nobel Peace Prize for 2014.

India’s Kailash Satyarthi and Pakistan’s Malala Yousafzai were 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for “showing great personal courage” 
and their struggle against the suppression of children and young 
people and for the right of all children to education.

Malala is the youngest to be awarded the globally prestigious 
annual prize.

Shri Kailash Satyarthi maintained Mahatma Gandhi’s tradition 
and headed various forms of protests and demonstrations, 
all peaceful, focusing on the grave exploitation of children 
for  FINANCIAL  gain. He has also contributed to the 
development of important international conventions on 
children’s rights”.

“Children must go to school and not be financially exploited. In 
the poor countries of the world, 60% of the present population 
is under 25 years of age. It is a prerequisite for peaceful global 
development that the rights of children and young people be 
respected. In conflict-ridden areas in particular, the violation of 
children leads to the continuation of violence from generation 
to generation,” the committee said.

Ms.  Malala, it said “Despite her youth, Malala has already 
fought for several years for the right of girls to education, and 
has shown by example that children and young people, too, 
can contribute to improving their own situations. This she has 
done under the most dangerous circumstances. Through her 
heroic struggle she has become a leading spokesperson for girls’ 
right to education”.

About Nobel Prize:
The Nobel Prize is a set of annual international awards bestowed 
in a number of categories by Swedish and Norwegian committees 
in recognition of cultural and/or scientific advances. The will 
of the  Swedish  inventor  Alfred Nobel established the prizes 
in 1895. The prizes on Physics,  Chemistry,  Physiology or 
Medicine, Literature, and Peace were first awarded in 1901. The 
related Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences was created 
in 1968. Between 1901 and 2012, the Nobel Prizes and the Prize 
in Economic Sciences were awarded 555 times to 856 people 
and organizations. With some receiving the Nobel Prize more 
than once, this makes a total of 835 individuals (791 men and 
44 women) and 21 organizations.

The Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo, Norway, while the other 
prizes are awarded in Stockholm, Sweden. The Nobel Prize is 
widely regarded as the most prestigious award available in the 
fields of literature, medicine, physics, chemistry, peace, and 
economics. v

sOnIA gAnDhI & RAhuL 
gAnDhI COngRATuLATE 
nOBEL pEACE pRIzE wInnERs 
sATyARThI AnD mALALA
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mAngALyAn COnCEIvED By upA, A REsOunDIng suCCEss 
sOnIA gAnDhI, RAhuL gAnDhI COngRATuLATE IsRO ChIEf

sOnIA gAnDhI gRIEvED By Bus TRAgEDy In hImAChAL

NeWS

New delhi: The Congress president Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi congratulated ISRO Chairman 
on 24 September, 2014 for the success of 
putting the Mangalyan into Mars orbit. 
Following is her message, “Today I share 
the immense joy and pride of all Indians at 
the successful entry of Mangalyan into the 
Mars orbit.

This has been a hugely complex and challenging mission, 
involving scientific and technological skills of the highest order, 
meticulous preparation and total commitment to your task. 
After 300 days and 650 million miles of the Mangalyan mission, 
you and your team at ISRO have made world history, with 
the flawless execution of this difficult stage of the Mangalyan 
mission, in your very first attempt. It is an eloquent tribute to 
the dedication and superb professionalism of the ISRO team, 
and the consistently high standards you achieve, which have 
won you and India such acclaim all over the world. I am sure 
the fruits of this mission will help unveil the mysteries of the 

Red Planet and eventually bring benefits to mankind as a whole.

It is also a magnificent vindication of the faith and hopes that 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi and other Prime Ministers 
had invested in space research, and their boundless confidence 
in the capabilities of our space scientists.

My warmest felicitations to you and your team at ISRO. Your 
have brought glory to India and to our scientific community.”

Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
congratulated the ISRO for the success in 
placing Indian satellite into Mars orbit. 
Shri Rahul Gandhi in his statement said 
that, it was a historic day for us as India 
becomes the first country to enter the Mars 
orbit on its first attempt. Congratulations 
to the Mangalyan team and ISRO on this 
extraordinary achievement. May our space 
research community continue to push the boundaries and fire 
the imagination of a billion minds. v

New delhi: The Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi on 24th September, 2014 expressed 
deep shock and sorrow on the unfortunate 
accident of a bus falling into the Gobind Sagar 
Reservoir near Bilaspur in Himachal Pradesh.

She said our thoughts remain with those 
injured and the families who are awaiting news 
of their loved ones missing after the accident. 

We also extend heartfelt condolences to the families of those who 
have passed away in this horrific accident.

Smt. Gandhi is in touch with the State government for taking 
adequate relief and rescue measures. v
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NeWS

New delhi: Congress President Sonia Gandhi expressed “shock and 
grief ” over the deaths and injuries during Dussehra day stampede 
at Patna on 3rd October, 2014.
In her message, Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 
expressed dismayed over the unfortunate incident, Smt. Gandhi 
expressed the hope that the injured are being adequately attended 
to and conveyed her condolences to the families of those who 
passed away.
In another message, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
has extended heartfelt condolences to the families of those who 
lost their lives in the horrific stampede in Patna on 3rd October, 
2014 during Dussehra celebrations. He has expressed shock over 
the mishap. He has appealed to the administration to ensure that 
all measures towards relief are taken at the earliest.
At least 33 people were killed and more than 50 injured in a 
stampede, shortly after Dussehra celebrations on 3rd October, 2014. 
The incident occurred around 7.05pm at Ram Ghulam Chowk in 

New delhi: Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed 
condolences at the loss of lives in the unfortunate train accident 
near Gorakhpur in message released on 1st October, 2014. Hoping 
that the injured are being provided adequate 
treatment and relief, Smt. Gandhi expressed 
concern over the rising incidents of train 
accidents.
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
has also expressed grief over the Krishak 
Express-Barauni Express collision that led 
to several deaths and resulted in many 
injuries. He said his thoughts and prayers are 
with the families and loved ones of those who 
lost their lives in this terrible tragedy. 
At least 13 persons were killed and 47 injured when a speeding 
passenger train overshot the signal and rammed into another 

smT. sOnIA gAnDhI ExpREssED 
COnCERn OvER ThE RIsIng 
InCIDEnTs Of TRAIn ACCIDEnTs

smT. sOnIA gAnDhI ExpREssED “shOCk AnD gRIEf” OvER ThE 
DEAThs AnD InJuRIEs In ThE pATnA DussEhRA DAy sTAmpEDE

train which was crossing a loop line near Gorakhpur (UP) on 30th 
September, 2014.
The Maduadeeh-Lucknow Krishak Express hit Barauni-bound 
express train from Lucknow from the side while it was on the loop 
line at Nandanagar railway crossing, about seven kilometers from 
Gorakhpur, at around 11 PM.
Three coaches of Barauni Express were badly damaged in the 
collision.  Thirteen persons, including 11 men and two women, 
were killed in the accident and 47 others injured.  The condition 
of 12 of the injured was stated to be serious. v

front of the southern exit of the Maidan, as a 
crowd of over 70,000 was leaving the venue 
after watching giant effigies of Ravana set ablaze.
Around 26 people were admitted at the Patna 
Medical College and Hospital (PMCH) with 
two of them seriously injured. Eyewitnesses 
claimed the stampede was triggered by rumours 
that some people had come in contact with a 
live wire.
In the ensuing panic, slippers and shoes were seen strewn on a 
500-metre-stretch as people tried to flee from the scene. “There was 
such a rush towards the exit gate that several women and children 
were run over. Locals also blamed the absence of any lighting at the 
venue for the accident. “No preparation was in place to account for 
the mass exit by thousands of people from a single gate in darkness 
at the same time,” said a man present at the spot. v
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As a child of three, I remember my father carrying me on 
his back at 4 am to the Prathana bhoomi near Bapu kuti in 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Sewagram ashram. The morning star, bright in 
its glory in the clear blue sky, used to be the pathfinder; as was the 
waning and waxing moon and the vast coolness of the moonlight. 
On the way from our home, he used to chant from the  Bhagawad 
Gita in his booming melodious voice or  sing lilting songs from 
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore’s  poetry or recite the couplets from 
the Telugu saint Vemana. 

The morning and evening community prayers used to be held under 
the open sky and that included prayers from all religions. The all 
religious prayers used to start with the Buddhist chanting ‘’Namyao 
Ho Renge Kyo’’ taught by the most venerable Fujii Guruji of Japan, 
followed by two minutes of silence. Other prayers included shlokas 
from the Upanishads and other well-known sources.  This used to 
be followed by the Muslim prayer, Jain prayer, Zoroshtrian prayer, 
prayer from the Bible, Bhajans composed by our great saint poets 
in different languages and finally the Ramdhun. 

Gandhiji had started this practice in Phoenix Settlement when the 
evening community meeting at 5 pm was converted into all religious 
community prayer with Imam Saheb, Parsee Rustomji, Henry 
Polak and the ashram inhabitants; and that practice continued 
till Gandhiji’s last day. Over the years more such prayers were 
added till the Ashram Bhajanavali was compiled by Pandit Vishnu 
Narayana Khare in Sabarmati Ashram with inputs from stalwarts 
like Kaka Saheb Kalelkar, Vinoba Bhave, Kishore Mushroowala 
and many more. 

Gandhiji had done a deep study of the religious texts of these all 
the religions and came to the conclusion that the essence of all the 
religions was the same as they point to the same truth; and therefore 
we must all study the essence of all the religions with humility 
and must have an attitude of respect and reverence towards the 
practioners of different religions. There is no religion in the world 
that does not speak about love, compassion and service to society 
he had said. Till date these prayers are sung in our household, as 
we gather for the morning and evening prayers daily. Respecting 
and extending reverence to the practioners of different religions 
blossomed as we welcomed Christian, Sikh, Muslim and Jain sons-
in-law in our extended family.    

Gandhiji was seized with the need of communal unity since the 
South African years. His early associates in social work were 

Muslims. Many of them in South Africa 
were Christians who participated in the 
last Satyagraha. The principal question 
before him was harmony between Hindus 
and Muslims who inhabited this country. 
Gandhiji felt that if Hindu-Muslim unity was 
established, unity with other communities 
which were already there could easily be 
strengthened. He never found serious 
differences between the Hindus and Muslims 
and other minority communities like the 
Christians and the Sikhs, not to speak of 
the small community of Parsis. Naturally, therefore, he turned to 
the question of Hindu-Muslim unity. He insisted that the Hindus 
who are in a majority in the country should help the Muslims and 
should never entertain any idea of enforcing their rights but try to 
win the hearts of the minority community. 

He had expressed, “I am striving to become the best cement between 
the two communities. My longing is to be able to cement the two 
with my blood, if necessary. There is nothing in either religion to 
keep the two communities apart. In nature there is a fundamental 
unity running through all the diversity. Religions are no exception 
to the natural law. They are given to mankind so as to accelerate the 
process of realization of fundamental unity. The need of the moment 
is not an establishment of a Universal religion but there is a greater 
need to develop mutual respect towards the different religions.”

The public workers in South Africa were free of previous 
experiences and hence were free of prejudices. India had witnessed 
years of politics before he joined public work. On his return to India 
in 1915, Gandhiji had jumped into the Khilafat movement even 
while incurring the displeasure of many Hindu associates. He did 
so because he believed that the Khilafat movement was caused by 
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a breach of promise. Never after the Khilafat movement 
did the country witness the extent of communal unity 
experienced during the movement. His relations with 
Ali brothers were strained after the Kohat incidence. His 
differences with Jinnah remained unresolved. Gandhiji 
asserted that despite differences, his affection for Ali 
brothers had not lessened in any way. The speech of 
Maulana Mohammad Ali in the second Round Table 
Conference was among his last public speeches. This 
speech shows that despite their differences, the Maulana 
and Gandhiji were in agreement on the question of a 
dialogue with the British. Perhaps the Maulana also had 
not lost all the faith in Gandhiji.  

Imam sahib and his family returned to India with him 
and stayed with him in the Sabarmati ashram and joined 
the Dandi Yatra. Abbas Tyabji was appointed to lead the 
Dandi march after Gandhij’s arrest. It was far more difficult 
for him to achieve communal unity in the political realm 
of India than in South Africa.

Gandhiji gave his life for communal unity. By participating 
in the Khilafat movement, Gandhiji made the first 
attempts to achieve communal harmony at the national 
level as he was able to reach out to the poorer sections 
of the Muslim community. In those days, national 
organisations like the Congress, the Home Rule League 
did not have a reach beyond the middle class. 

Gandhiji’s perspective was that he believed that all 
human beings were capable of good. Gandhiji wanted 
to touch the trustworthy aspects of the community 
and appeal to the goodness of people and convert them 
towards nonviolence. His clarity on the efficacy of the methods 
was unusual and novel for the country at that time.  He was clear 
on the programme for national building through constructive 
activities that was taking shape in his mind apart from obtaining 
swaraj. The programme was to espouse swadeshi, Hindu Muslim 
unity, and communal harmony with the minorities including the 
Parsis, the Christians, the Jews and the powerful Sikhs, acceptance 
of Hindustani, removal of untouchability, Khadi and village 
industries and so on. 

In his constructive programme, he gave the first place to communal 
harmony among the people of different faiths. The result was 
the famous book, ‘The Way to Communal Harmony,’ written by 
Gandhiji himself.  In this collection of his writings and speeches, 
one is struck again and again by the passion and sincerity with 
which he pleaded for the cause of better understanding among 
individuals and communities. The book is a compilation of 
Gandhi’s reflections on certain problems that divide mankind. 
Everywhere in the world, individuals and groups are divided 
because of fear, suspicion, and hatred towards each other, which 
further depends on whether the division expressed itself along 
religious, economic, political, caste, or colour lines. Whatever is the 
form, insecurity is perhaps the major cause of individual or social 
dissensions. A person, who is integrated and sure of himself, fears 
none and consequently provokes no fear. We have examples of such 

heroic individuals. But we do not have till now instances of societies 
or communities that are fully integrated and therefore fearless.

In Gandhiji’s words, ‘Unity does not mean political unity which 
may be imposed. It means an unbreakable heart unity. The first 
thing essential for achieving such a unity is for every person, 
whatever his religion may be, to represent in his own person 
Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Zoroastrian, Jew, etc,. In order to realise 
this, every person will cultivate personal friendship with persons 
representing faiths other than his own. He should have the same 
regard for the other faiths as he has for his own.’ 

Gandhiji liked to describe himself as a practical idealist and tried 
to adopt a pragmatic approach while dealing with national issues, 
and in doing so he earned praise and criticism, In the future he 
was to meet with many failures, popularity and displeasure. His 
involvement in the Khilafat movement gave him some lifelong 
friends, and at the same time some came to regard him as their 
lifelong enemy. Some would argue that by joining the movement 
Gandhiji invited the first major failure in his public life in India; 
some would even argue that the journey towards eventual success 
despite a series of failures also began with this movement.

Gandhiji had a quality that attracted the educated and illiterate alike. 
This quality was such that it did not require to be fathomed. It was 
open for all to see. Gandhiji’s words matched his actions. Hindustan 
required action, not merely eloquence. People understood 
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this leader, who spoke 
in the language of the 
people. His Hindustani 
was uniquely his own. 
The people of Kashi did 
not think it was Hindi, 
in Lucknow it was not 
considered Urdu, though 
Gandhiji called it at time 
Hindi and at times Urdu. 
His language, which the 
people understood did 
not require approval 
from either grammarian 
or lexicographer. His 
language was earthy; it 
flowed through his veins, 
and was culturally rooted. 
It was the language of the 
Ramayana, Mahabharata 
and the Holy Koran. It 
was the language of Kabir, Tulsidas and Guru Nanak. 

It was a unique coming together of people, and leader. Gandhiji 
believed that through the ordinary people of India the culture of 
renunciation, sacrifice and generosity would flourish again, and 
it would show a new path to the world to rid itself of injustice, 
tyranny, exploitation and oppression. The people of India went to 
Gandhiji with hope, expectations and desire. They understood that 
this man who understood their suffering will lead them to swaraj.  

The week between 6-13 April 1919, occupies a special place in 
the history of India. This week later came to be celebrated as the 
National week. For many years, people relived the events and 
memories of that week and felt the same excitement.  Another 
example of Hindu-Muslim unity was seen in the week between 
on 30th March and 6 April 1919 in Mumbai during the one day 
nationwide hartal to oppose Rowlett Act. Gandhiji had publically 
declared its opposition and said the Act was unjust, subversive 
of the principles of liberty and justice and destructive of the 
elementary rights of individuals and no self-respecting people 
could submit to that.  During the meeting a satyagrahi pledge was 
taken, the first part laid down the object of the pledge, the vows 
formed the second part in which they pledged to bear any kind of 
suffering and to sacrifice, if necessary, both their life and property.  
He was convinced that by taking a pledge he was introducing an 
aspect of spirituality in the political movements. The third pledge 
affirmed that the satyagrahi would fearlessly adhere to truth and 
ahimsa, and would not misinterpret facts and hurt anybody. The 
most important task before Gandhiji was educating the people 
and mobilising support, as he was aware that before launching the 
civil disobedience movement certain preparations were necessary.   

Gandhiji got an idea to call upon the country to observe a general 
hartal by suspending their business on that day and observe the 
day as one of fasting and prayers.  Musalmans joined in a large 
number in Bombay and there was a fair sprinkling of women and 

children.  The Hartal 
became a unique display 
of Hindu-Muslim unity. 
The procession went to 
a temple and a mosque 
where  two Hindus , 
i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n 
addressed the people. 
R a r e l y  d o  Mu s l i m 
women go the mosque 
to offer namaz. Two 
persons gave hundred 
rupees each for a copy 
of Hind Swaraj; one 
of them was a Muslim 
gentleman.   Gandhiji 
hoped that the Hindu-
Muslim unity which 
appeared to have taken 
firm hold of people will 
become a reality.  

This also saw the beginning of the Shanti Sena in India. As both 
in Bombay and Ahmedabad there were incidences of large scale 
violence after a week or so after the hartal. All that Shanti Sena is 
expected to do in times of riots and violence was done first by the 
ashramites like Maganlal Gandhi, Imam Saheb, Abdul Bavazir, 
Vinoba Bhave and Narahari Parikh and later by Gandhiji and 
Mahadev Desai. The work of the Shanti Sena involved awakening 
both the people to their actions , stopping acts of violence and 
rioting by going to the area of conflict, assuaging the feelings of 
people by visiting their homes and localities , making public appeals, 
making those who were mere spectators aware of their duties and 
making attempts to prevent rumours from spreading. All these 
were done under the direct leadership of Gandhiji who had told 
them that, “I am your soldier, but in the struggle, I am your leader, 
so follow what I ask you to do.’ 

Gandhiji regarded Islam as a religion of peace in the same sense 
as Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism. No doubt, there are 
differences in degree. He says in this regard that he knew the 
passages that can be quoted form the Holy book Quran to the 
contrary. But it is possible to quote from the Vedas to the contrary. 

Gandhiji had said, “My reading of the Quran has convinced me 
that the basis of Islam is not violence but is unadulterated Peace. It 
regards forbearance as superior to vengeance. The very word “Islam” 
means peace, which is nonviolence. My experience of India tells 
me that the Hindus and the Muslims know how to live at peace 
among themselves. I decline to believe that the people have said 
good-bye to their senses, so as to make it impossible to live at peace 
with each other, as they have done for generations. The enmity 
cannot last forever.” v

The author is an eminent Gandhian who has been involved in 
constructive activities through the Sarvodaya movement and has been 
re-inspiring the present generation about the Gandhian ideology for 
bringing change in the society. 
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Indira Gandhi passed into 
history at a time when her 

mental and spiritual powers 
were at their peak and her 
dominance in Indian politics 
and her unique significance in 
the international scene were 
recognized by both admirers 
and critics. However, her total 
achievement is much too vast 
and recent to access either 
in personal or in historical 
terms. There are so many major 
transformations in Indian 
society and India’s development 
as a nation associated with 
her that it will be many years 
before a cool and objective 
appraisal can be made. It is 
not too early, however, to have 
some comprehension of the 
extent of her influence, both in 
India and outside, and also the impact of her personality and her 
various policies on the shape of things in a most critical period in 
the history of India and the world.

There can be no two opinions about the sheer power and impact 
of Indira Gandhi’s personality on India’s public life ever since she 
came on the national scene as a major figure in her own right in 
the late fifties. First as the Congress President and later as the 
Prime Minister of India, she showed a breadth of vision, sureness 
of touch in deciding what was right for India in the long run, and 
a flawless sense of timing in implementing the decisions. These 
singled her out from her contemporaries. There were bound to 
be differences of views about a precise decision taken, or a policy 
adopted, but never any doubt about her purposefulness to defend 
and strengthen India whatever be the cost. At the same time she 
deepened India’s allegiance to the larger cause of the welfare of the 
entire humankind, an allegiance inherited from Jawaharlal Nehru 

InDIRA gAnDhI 
unIquE AnD RARE quALITIEs Of LEADERshIp

and Mahatma Gandhi.

When the chronicles of our time 
are written, it will be considered 
to be Indira Gandhi’s greatest 
achievement that she was 
able to consolidate this great 
inheritance and build upon 
it and transform India into 
a powerful nation state and 
respected member of the world 
community. She lived up to 
the demands and challenges 
of a great heritage with not 
only courage, but grace and 
charm, until in the end, she was 
identified with India to people 
everywhere in the world. All in 
all, she was Prime Minister for 
about sixteen years. This was the 
period when India faced some 
of the toughest challenges since 
independence. The Bangladesh 

crisis and the manner in which Indira Gandhi faced up to it 
has become a modern legend. In the less dramatic but equally 
substantial aspects of national life, in matters like industrialization, 
agricultural production, and the development of skills and talent in 
science and technology, India has registered major advances in the 
long road to self-reliance. This was the goal which she cherished 
above all others for the country; it had also been the guiding 
principle of Jawaharlal Nehru even in the earliest period of nation-
building. She came, over the years, to be recognized as the peerless 
leader of a nation with a great cultural heritage, but, at the same 
time, overwhelming contemporary problems. The achievements of 
the country under her leadership made India’s voice listened to with 
affection in the poorer countries of the world and with respect in 
the more powerful states. It was her unique contributions to have 
defended the freedom of the country against all types of dangers, 
external as well as internal, physical as well as spiritual. More than 



Congress sandesh | 20 |  oCtober 2014

TRIbUTe

anything else, she inspires 
us by her total faith in the 
Indian people. It was their 
battle she fought, it was their 
life she sought to better.

A child of the national 
struggle in her own country, 
she empathized with freedom 
fighters everywhere. She was 
instantly recognized as one of 
themselves by the soldiers of 
national liberation struggles. 
It  was  this  inst inct ive 
solidarity with people in 
all quarters of the world 
which will make the New 
Delhi Summit memorable 
in histor ica l  terms;  in 
ringing tones, Indira Gandhi 
rededicated the Non-aligned 
Movement to the goal of total 
decolonization, political, 
economic and cultural. At the 
same time, she articulated in 
lucid and effective language 
the yearnings and worries 
of people everywhere about 
the looming shadow of a nuclear holocaust which threatened an 
interdependent world at a moment when so many opportunities 
beckoned the human race. As many of her admirers have noted in 
this volume, her description of Non-alignment being “the greatest 
peace movement in history” will go down the decades as an 
assertion as well as an expectation. Another serious problem which 
confronted the human race, she said at New Delhi was the grave 
economic crisis which threatened the weakest nations most and 
earliest. Truly, it could thus be said that she gave Non-alignment “a 
new face” in the Seventh Summit. She was, however, more than the 
leader of the NAM just as she was not merely the leader of India. 
She had a wider constituency of civilized people extending across all 
divisions and barriers and men and women of decency and vision 
in all countries. Hence, it was only appropriate that the last great 
effort in the cause of peace with which she was associated was the 
Six Nations Appeal for nuclear sanity which straddled all continents 
and all differences of size, wealth and development.

Indira Gandhi was much more than a political person and public 
figure. Throughout her long public career she zealously guarded 
her “private face”. She never let her intellectual, aesthetic or human 
sensitiveness be blunted. He interest in literature, art and new 
trends in science and technology relevant to our development, 
it environment, in philosophical questions of the meaning of life 
and death, and her concern for the struggles of individuals and 
nations made her a person who was sought out by scholars and 
artists. She had a natural ease, no matter what the occasion. With 
the common people she had an instant and magical empathy. They 

were drawn to her as she was 
to them. She had a certain 
ability to descend gracefully 
from the high peaks of 
statesmanship and politico-
strategic preoccupations 
to minute personal details 
about anyone with whom 
she happened to come into 
contact. This same trait was 
seen in her correspondence. 
These qualities she had, to 
some extent, inherited from 
Jawaharlal Nehru, but she 
had, in addition, a feminine 
insight into the motives, 
dilemmas and problems of 
individuals. Primarily, it was 
a quality of the imagination.

There was thus an essential 
link between the national 
t r ibune and the world 
statesman, the mass leader 
and friend and confident of 
individuals, the upholder of 
accepted responsibilities and 
the seeker of new paths and 

possibilities. 

In a certain sense, she was ‘inner-directed’. There was a steady light 
within her, a reverence for life, a feeling of the interconnectedness 
of different phenomena. Her ideal was to be calm in the midst of 
turmoil and vibrantly alive when still. She had a healthy admiration 
for men of the intellect, but she was essentially a practical person 
with the historical vision of a major political leader leaping over 
immediate problems. Her concern was to prepare her nation for 
the future challenges while solving the problems inherited from the 
past. She combined brisk efficiency with interested involvement in 
practical details. There was in her the essentially feminine quality 
of thrift, economy and a correct sense of priorities which mark 
organized and effective house-keeping.

If one single word can describe Indira Gandhi, it was courage-
courage to do as she thought right and face all consequences, 
courage in the sense of ‘equality to the problem before oneself ’, 
courage in crisis. Courage has also been described as ‘grace under 
pressure’. She had it in inexhaustible measure. In an unusually 
eventful career and amidst many preoccupations, she never lost 
her capacity to withdraw into her own seclusion, a certain haven of 
solitude where she could retreat for a while and come back with her 
inner resources strengthened. These are unique and rare qualities 
of leadership. v

G Parthasarathi
H.Y. Sharada Prasad

(Extracts from the preface of Indira Gandhi Commemorative 
Volume)
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A sELfLEss LEADER - LAL BAhADuR shAsTRI

When he was the 
Railway Minister, 

h e  o w n e d  m o r a l 
responsibility for a train 
accident in south India 
and resigned, in 1956. 
He did not have a house 
of his own, even when he 
was the Home Minister 
and people used to tease 
him the “homeless Home 
Minister”. That was Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, who 
shares his date of birth 
with Mahatma Gandhi 
and  was  a  s t aunch 
follower of the latter’s 
path of truth and non-
violence. In the first 
general elections of the 
Indian Republic, the 
Congress was returned to power with a huge majority. Shri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, who was the general secretary of the party at that 
time, had complete control over the selection of party candidates. 
But he did not contest the elections. 

Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, however, did not wish to leave 
such an able and honest man outside the government. He persuaded 
him to seek election to the Rajya Sabha. He won the election and 
was appointed the Railway Minister. 

At that time there were four classes in the railways: first, second, 
inter and third. The first class compartments offered extreme 
luxury while the travails of passengers in the third class was beyond 
description. Shastri made relentless efforts to remove the wide 
disparity between the first and third class compartments. The first 
class, which offered royal comfort, was abolished. The old second 
class was converted into first class and the inter class was turned 
into second class. His idea was to have only two classes in course 
of time. He provided greater facilities to passengers in third class 
compartments. It was during his time that fans were provided in 
third class compartments. He resigned as Railway Minister owning 
moral responsibility, when an accident occurred in Ariyalur in 
Tamil Nadu in 1956 in which 144 persons were killed. In fact, he had 
put in his papers when an accident had occurred in Mahboobnagar 
three months earlier, killing 112. But Nehru had not accepted it. He 
refused to continue in the post after the Ariyalur accident. 

Born at Mughalsarai in Uttar Pradesh on October 2, 1904, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri had spent his early childhood at his maternal uncle, 
Raghunath Prasad’s house. His father, Sharada Prasad, died when 
Shastri was hardly one-and-a-half years old, leaving his mother, 
Ramdulari Devi, to take care of their three children. After the death 
of her husband, Ramdulari Devi shifted to her father’s house in 
Mirzapur. She played a vital role in shaping Shastri’s life by imbibing 
the right values in him. After completing his primary education 

at Mirzapur, Shastri went 
to Benaras for further 
s t u d i e s .  He  j o i n e d 
the Harish Chandra 
Vidyalaya, where he was 
deeply influenced by his 
mathematics teacher, 
Nishkameswar Prasad 
Misra, who inspired his 
students by telling them 
stories of great leaders 
l i k e  G u r u  G o b i n d 
Singh, Rana Pratap and 
Chhatrapati Shivaji. 

He graduated from the 
nationalist university, 
Kashi Vidyapeeth, in 
1925 and was given the 
title, ‘Shastri’, meaning 
one who is learned in the 
scriptures. The next year, 

he joined the ‘Servants of the People Society’ started by Lala Lajpat 
Rai and plunged into the freedom movement. Shastri married Lalita 
Devi, the youngest daughter of Ganesh Prasad, in 1928. He did not 
believe in the dowry system and refused to take dowry. However, 
on the insistence of his father-in-law he took five yards of khadi 
cloth as dowry. 
Inspired by his political guru, Bapu Purushottamdas Tandon, 
Shastri joined the Congress Party. He became the City Congress 
secretary and the president of the Allahabad Congress Committee 
in 1930. He participated in all national movements between 1921 
and 1942 and went to jail seven times. He was elected to the UP 
Legislative Assembly in 1937. 
He became the Prime Minister after the death of Jawaharlal Nehru. 
He tackled several problems like food shortage, unemployment and 
poverty. To overcome the acute food shortage, he initially imported 
food grains and distributed them throughout the country. Later, 
he drew long-term plans to make the country self-sufficient in 
food production. 
He showed his mettle during the Indo-Pak war, which broke out 
in 1965. He made it clear to Pakistan and the world that India 
would not take it lying down, if Pakistan continued to encourage 
cross-border terrorism. He gave full freedom to the Armed Forces 
to retaliate and the military bases in Lahore and Sialkot were 
attacked. The war had established the supremacy of India and 
brought Ayub Khan on to his feet. The United Nations passed a 
resolution demanding a ceasefire. The Russian Prime Minister, 
Kosygin, offered to mediate and Shastri and Ayub Khan started 
negotiations at Tashkent. A ‘no-war’ agreement was signed between 
the two countries on January 10, 1966, and peace was restored. 
Shastri suffered a fatal heart attack the same night. 
He was awarded the highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratna, 
posthumously in 1966. v

(1904 -1966)
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Kamaraj  was born on 15 July 1903 to 
Kumarasamy Nadar and Sivakami Ammaiar 

at Virudhunagar in Tamil Nadu. His real name was 
Kamakshi and his mother affectionately called him 
Raja; later his name became Kamaraj. His parents 
were from a trading family. At age 5, Kamaraj was 
admitted to a traditional school and later he was 
admitted in Virudupatti High School- Kshatriya 
Vidhya Sala, which is the only high school in 
Virdhupatti.  Kamaraj’s father died when he was six 
years old and his mother was forced to support her 
family by selling her jewellery.  In 1914 Kamaraj 
dropped out of school to support his family.  After 
that he worked in his uncle’s clothshop as a salesboy

When he was 15 years of age, the Jallianwala Bagh massacre took 
place in the country where the British as a sign of resentment 
towards the Indian freedom struggle, opened fire killing hundreds 
of innocent people. When Kamaraj heard this, he was touched 
and furious.  He told himself,” I will not sit quiet. I will join in 
India’s struggle for freedom.” The massacre was the turning point 
in his life.

In 1920, at the age of 18, he became active as a political worker 
and joined Congress as a full-time worker.   In 1921 Kamaraj was 
organising public meetings at Virudhunagar for Congress leaders. 
He was eager to meet Gandhi, and when Gandhi visited Madurai 
on 21 September 1921 Kamaraj attended Gandhi’s public meeting 
and met him for the first time in person. He was struck by his 
simplicity and his non-violent attitude towards India’s freedom 
struggle. He visited villages carrying Congress propaganda.

Kamaraj was content for years to remain a Congress volunteer, 
working hard for the cause of the freedom movement. He was 
neither worried of his personal comfort nor did he care for higher 
placements in his career

Satyamurthy, one of the greatest orators and a founding figure of 
the Tamilnadu Congress Committee met Kamaraj when he was 
twenty. Later on he turned out to be Kamaraj’s political guru and 
main source of inspiration.  Satyamurthy praising Kamaraj said, 
“He is the most efficient, loyal, indefatigable worker and skillful 
organizer I have ever seen”  Both of them developed a deep 
friendship and complemented each other’s skills very well. They 
made a great team together much to the delight of the Congress 
leaders.

In April 1930, Kamaraj joined the Salt Satyagraha Movement at 
Vedaranyam. The British government sentenced him to two years 
of imprisonment for his active participation. This was his first term 
in prison. He was 27 at the time of arrest.

Following this, Kamaraj was implicated in the Virudhunagar 
Bomb Case two years later. Dr. Varadarajulu Naidu and George 
Joseph, who by then knew the faithful little boy who attended 
every one of their meetings, argued on his behalf and proved the 

39Th DEATh AnnIvERsARy 

kAmRAJ wAs A fIRm BELIEvER Of gAnDhIJI’s pRInCIpLEs

charges to be baseless.  But his jail going did not stop 
there.  When he entered mainstream politics, he felt 
handicapped and realized the importance of a good 
education. But Kamaraj who was strong-minded 
decided, “I will not feel sorry for myself. I shall start 
studying again.”  Thus, he educated himself during 
his periods of imprisonment and even learned English 
from his co-worker.

When Kamaraj was 33, Satyamurthy, his good friend 
and guru was elected President of the Provincial 
Congress. Following this he appointed Kamaraj as 
the General Secretary. Four years later they swapped 
positions. The party base was very much strengthened 

under their leadership.

Kamaraj was conducting a vigorous campaign throughout the 
State asking people not to contribute to war funds when Sir Arthur 
Hope, the Madras Governor was collecting contributions to funds 
for the Second World War. In December 1940 he was arrested again 
at Guntur under the ‘Defence of India rules’ for speeches opposing 
contributions to the war fund and sent to Vellore Central Prison 
while he was on his way to Wardha to get Gandhiji’s approval for 
a list of Satyagrahis. While in jail, he was elected as Municipal 
Councillor of Virudhunagar. He was released 9 months later in 
Nov 1941 and resigned from this post as he thought he had greater 
responsibility for the nation. 

In 1942 Kamaraj attended the All India Congress Committee in 
Bombay and returned to spread propaganda material for the “Quit 
India Movement” called by Gandhi. The Police issued orders to 
all the leaders who attended this Bombay session. Kamaraj did 
not want to get arrested before he took the message to all district 
and local leaders. He decided not to go to Madras and decided 
to cut short his trip; he saw a large number of policemen waiting 
for the arrest of Congress leaders in Arakonam but managed to 
escape from the police and went to Ranipet, Tanjore, Trichy and 
Madurai to inform local leaders about the Programme. He reached 
Virdhunagar after finishing his work and sent a message to the local 
police that he was ready to be arrested. He was arrested in August, 
1942. He was under detention for 3 years and was released in June, 
1945. This was the last term of his prison life.  In his life he went 
to prison six times and spent more than 3,000 days in British Jails.

Kamaraj remained a bachelor throughout. He chose not to marry, 
as he was fully dedicated to the country’s freedom struggle 
movement. Finally his efforts did pay off and when he was forty- 
four years of age, India became free.  By then, Kamaraj’s guru 
Satyamurthy had already passed away. So deep was Kamaraj’s 
devotion for him that when India gained independence, he first 
went to Satyamurthy’s house and hoisted the Indian flag there.

On April 13, 1954, K. Kamaraj was elected the Chief Minister 
of Madras. To everyone’s surprise, Kamaraj nominated C. 
Subramaniam and M. Bhakthavatsalam, who had contested his 

continued on page 34
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Jawaharlal 
Nehru 
(lahore-1929) 
India means the 
p e a s a n t r y  a n d 
labour and to the 
extent that we raise 
them and satisfy 
their wants will we 
succeed in our task. 
And the measure of the strength of our 
national movement will be the measure 
of their adherence to it. We can only gain 
them to our side by espousing their cause 
which is really the country’s cause. The 
Congress has often expressed its good-will 
towards them but beyond that it has not 
gone. The Congress it is said must hold the 
balance fairly between capital and labour 
and zamindar and tenant. But the balance 
has been and is terribly weighed on one 
side. The only way to right it is to do away 
with the domination of anyone class over 
another. The All-India Congress Committee 
accepted this ideal of social and economic 
change in a resolution it passed some 
months ago in Bombay. I hope the Congress 
will also set its seal on it and will further 
draw up a programme of such changes as 
can be immediately put in operation. 

In this programme perhaps the Congress 
as a whole cannot go very far to-day. But 
it must keep the ultimate ideal in view and 
work for it. The question is not merely of 
wages and charity doled out by an employer 
or landlord. Paternalism in industry or in 
the land is but a form of charity with all 
its sting and its utter capacity to root out 
the evil. The new theory of trusteeship, 
which some advocate, is equally barren. 
For trusteeship means that the power for 

ExTRACTs fROm ThE ADDREssEs
Of COngREss pREsIDEnTs

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress Presidents who have placed their vision and 
opinion for building the destiny of India.

good or evil remains with the self-appointed 
trustee and the he may exercise it as he wills. 
The sole trusteeship that can be fair is the 
trusteeship of the nation and not of one 
individual or a group. Many Englishmen 
honestly consider themselves the trustees 
for India, and yet to what a condition they 
have reduced our country. 

We have to decide for whose benefit 
industry must be run and the land produce 
food. To-day the abundance that the land 
produces is not for the peasant or the 
labourer who work on it. And industry’s 
chief function is supposed to be to produce 
millionaires. However golden the harvest 
and heavy the dividends, the mud huts and 
hovels and nakedness of our people testifv 
to the glory of the British Empire and of our 
present social system. 

Our economic programme must therefore 
be based on a human outlook and must 
not sacrifice man to money. If an industry 
cannot be run without starving its workers 
then the industry must close down. If the 
workers on the land have not enough to 
eat then the intermediaries who deprive 
them of their full share must go. The least 
that every worker in field or factory is 
entitled to is a minimum wage which will 
enable him to live in moderate comfort, 
and human hours of labour which do 
not break his strength and spirit. The All-
Parities Committee accepted the principle 
and included it in their recommendations. 
I hope the Congress will also do and will in 
addition he prepared to accept its natural 
consequence. Further that it will adopt 
the well-known demands of labour for a 
better life, and will give every assistance 
to it to organise itself and prepare itself for 
the day when it can control industry on a 

co-operative basis. 

The Cry of the Peasantry 
But industrial labour is only a small part 
of India although it is rapidly becoming 
a force that cannot be ignored. It is the 
peasantry that cry loudly, piteously for 
relief and our programme must deal with 
their condition. Real relief can only come 
by a great change in the land laws and the 
basis of the present system of land tenure. 
We have among us many big landowners 
and we welcome them. But they must 
realize that the ownership of large estates by 
individuals, which is the outcome of a state 
resembling the old feudalism of Europe, 
is a rapidly disappearing phenomenon all 
over the world. Even in countries which are 
strongholds of capitalism the large estates 
are being split up and given to the peasantry 
who work on them. In India also we have 
large areas where the system of peasant 
proprietorship prevails and we shall have to 
extend that all over the country. I hope that 
in doing so we may have the cooperation of 
some at least of the big landowners. 

It is not possible for this Congress at its 
annual session to draw up any detailed 
economic programme. It can only lay 
down some general principles and call 
upon the All-India Congress Committee 
to fill in the details in cooperation with 
the representatives of the Trade Union 
Congress and other organisations which 
are vitally interested in this matter. Indeed 
I hope that the cooperation between this 
Congress and the Trade Union Congress 
will grow and the two organisations will 
fight side by side in future struggles. 

The Congress organisation 
The past year has been one of preparation 
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for us and we have made every efforts to 
reorganize and strengthen the Congress 
organisation. The results have been 
considerable and our organisation is in a 
better state to-day than at any time since 
the reaction which followed the non-
cooperation movement. But our weaknesses 
are many and are apparent enough. Mutual 
strife even within Congress Committees 
is unhappily too common and election 
squabbles drain all our strength and energy. 
How can we fight a great fight if we cannot 
get over this ancient weakness of ours and 
rise above our petty selves? I earnestly hope 
that with a strong programme of action 
before the country, our perspective will 
improve and we will not tolerate this barren 
and demoralizing strife. 

For this struggle we want efficient machinery. 
Our Congress constitution and organisation 
have become too archaic and slow moving 
and are ill suited to times of crisis. The times 
of great demonstrations are past. We want 
quiet and irresistible action now and this 
can only be brought about by the strictest 
discipline in our ranks. Our resolution 
must be passed in order to be acted upon. 
The Congress will gain In strength, however 
small its actual membership may become, if 
it acts in a disciplined way. Small determined 
minorities have changed the fate of nations. 
Mobs and crowds can do little. Freedom 
itself involves restraint and discipline and 
each one of us will have to subordinate 
himself to the larger good. 

The Congress represents no small minority 
in the country, and though many may 
be too weak to join it or to work for it, 
they look to it with hope longing to bring 
them deliverance. Ever since the Calcutta 
resolution the country has waited with 
anxious expectation for this great day when 
this Congress meets, None of us can say 
what and when we can achieve. We cannot 
command success. But success often comes 
to those who dare and act; it seldom goes 
to the timid who are ever afraid of the 
consequences. We play for high stakes; 
and if we seek to achieve great things it can 
only be through great dangers. Whether 
we succeed soon or late, none but ourselves 
can stop us from high endeavour and from 
writing a noble page in our country’s long 
and splendid history.

Vallabhbhai 
Patel 
(Karachi-1934) 
Hindu-Muslim 
Unity 
But before all else 
comes the question 
of Hindu-Muslim 
or rather communal 
unity. The position of the Congress was 
defined at Lahore. Let me recite the 
resolution here: “In view of the lapse 
of the Nehru Report, it is unnecessary 
to declare the policy of the Congress 
regarding communal problem can only be 
solved on strictly national lines, But as the 
Sikhs in particular and the Muslims and 
other minorities in general had expressed 
dissatisfaction over the solution of the 
communal question proposed in the Nehru 
Report, this Congress assures Sikhs, Muslims 
and other minorities that no solution thereof 
in any future constitution can be acceptable 
to the Congress that does not give full 
satisfaction to the parties concerned.” 

Therefore, the Congress can be no party to 
any constitution which does not contain a 
solution of the communal question that is 
designed to satisfy the respective parties. 
As a Hindu, I would adopt my predecessor’s 
formula and present the minorities with a 
Swadeshi fountain pen and paper and let 
them write out their demands and I should 
endorse them, I know that is the quickest 
method, but it requires courage on the part 
of the Hindus. What we want is a heart 
unity not a patched up paper unity that will 
break under the slightest strain. That unity 
can only come when the majority shows the 
path. This would be the highest wisdom, 
Whether unity is reached that way or any 
other, it is becoming plainer day after day 
that it is useless to attend any conference 
unless that unity is achieved. A conference 
can give us an agreement between the British 
and us. It can perhaps help us to came nearer 
to the princess. But it can never enable us 
to.achieve unity that must be hammered 
into shape by ourselves. The Congress must 
leave no. stone unturned to realize this much 
desired end. 

boycott and Swadeshi 
In this connection, let me say a few wards 
regarding the boycott of British goods. 

This idea is almost as old as the Congress. 
We know that after the advent of Gandhiji 
an the political platform, the boycott of 
British goods was replaced by that of foreign, 
not only British cloth. He interpreted it 
in terms of economic and social uplift, 
whereas the boycott of British goods as 
such is a political and punitive measure. 
This was effectively employed during the 
recent hurricane campaign, Now that there 
is at least temporary peace and we seek to 
reach our goal through consultation and 
conference, we must withdraw the political 
weapon. We cannot be sitting at a friendly 
conference table and outside making designs 
to hurt British interest. Whilst, therefore, we 
must far the time being withdraw the British 
goods boycott, we must intensify Swadeshi 
which is the birthright of every nation. 
Whatever we produce in our country, we 
must encourage to the exclusion of foreign, 
whether British or other. This is a condition 
of national growth. Thus we must encourage 
and carry an intensive propaganda on 
behalf of indigenous insurance companies, 
banking, shipping, and the like. We may not 
belittle or neglect them on the ground of 
their inferiority or dearness. Only by wide 
use and helpful criticism may be we make 
them cheaper and better.

Jawaharlal Nehru 
(lucknow-1936)
only Key to the Solution
I am convinced that the only key to the 
solution of the world’s problems and of 
India’s problem lies in socialism, and when 
I use this word I do so not in a vague 
humanitarian way but in the scientific, 
economic sense. Socialism is, however, 
something even more than an economic 
doctrine; it is a philosophy of life and as 
such also it appeals to me. I see no way of 
ending the poverty, the vast unemployment, 
the degradation and the subjugation of the 
Indian people except through socialism. That 
involves vast and revolutionary changes in 
our political and social structure, the ending 
of vested interests in land and industry, as 
well as the feudal and autocratic Indian 
States system. That means the ending of 
private property, except in restricted sense, 
and the replacement of the present profit 
system by a higher ideal of co-operative 
service. It means ultimately a change in our 
instincts and habits and desires. In short, it 
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means a new civilization, radically different 
from the present capitalist order. Some 
glimpse we can have of this new civilization 
in the territories of the U.S.S.R. Much has 
happened there which has pained me greatly 
and with which I disagree, but I look upon 
that great and fascinating unfolding of a 
new order and a new civilization as the most 
promising feature of our dismal age. If the 
future is full of hope it is largely because of 
Soviet Russia and what it has done, and I am 
convinced that if some world catastrophe 
does not intervene, this new civilization will 
spread to other lands and put an end to the 
wars and conflicts which capitalism feeds. 

But we cannot go to it with blank minds in 
the hope that something good will emerge 
out of it. Such an Assembly, in order to be 
fruitful, must have previous thought behind 
it and a definite scheme put forward by an 
organized group. The actual details as to 
how the Assemble is to be convened, must 
depend on the circumstances then existing 
and need not trouble us now. But it will 
be our function as the Congress to know 
exactly what we are after, to place this clearly 
and definitely before the Assembly, and to 
press for its acceptance. 

Communal Question 
There is one more matter concerning the 
Constitution Act which has given rise to 
much controversy. This is the communal 
decision. Many people have condemned it 
strongly and I think rightly; few have a good 
word for it. My own view-points is, however, 
somewhat different from that of others. I am 
not concerned so much with what it gives 
to this group or that but more so with the 
basic idea behind it. It seeks to divide India 
into numerous separate compartments, 
chiefly on a religious basis, and thus 
makes the development of democracy and 
economic policy very difficult. Indeed the 
communal decision and democracy can 
never go together. We have to admit that, 
under present circumstances, and so long 
as our politics are dominated by middle 
class elements, we cannot do away with 
communalism altogether. But to make a 
necessary exception if favour of our Muslim 
or Sikh friends is one thing, to spread this 
evil principle to numerous other groups and 
thus to divide up the electoral machinery and 
the legislature into many compartments, is a 
far more dangerous proposition. If we wish 

to function democratically the proposed 
communal arrangement will have to go and 
I have no doubt that it will go. But it will not 
go by the methods adopted by the aggressive 
opponents of the decision. These methods 
result inevitably in perpetuating the decision 
for they help in continuing a situation which 
prevent any reconsideration. 

I have not been enamoured of the past 
Congress policy in regard to the communal 
question and its attempts to make pacts and 
compromises. Yet essentially I think it was 
based on a sound instinct. First of all the 
Congress always put independence first and 
other questions, including the communal 
one, second, and refused to allow any of 
those other questions to take pride of place. 
Secondly, it argued that the communal 
problem had arisen from a certain set of 
circumstances which enabled the third party 
to exploit the other two. In order to save it, 
one had either to get rid of the third party 
(and that meant independence), or get rid 
of that set of circumstances, which meant a 
friendly approach by the parties concerned 
and an attempt to soften the prejudice 
and fear that filled them. Thirdly, that the 
majority community must show generosity, 
in the matter to allay the fear and suspicion 
that minorities, even though unreasonably, 
might have. 

Contact with Masses 
I have referred previously to the growing 
divorce between our organisation and the 
masses. Individually many of us still have 
influence with the masses and our word 
carries weight with them, and who can 
measure the love and reverence of India’s 
millions for our leader, Gandhiji? And yet 
organisationally we have lost that intimate 
touch that we had. The social reform 
activities of the khadi and village industries 
and Harijan organization keep large numbers 
of our comrades in touch with the masses 
and those contacts bear fruit. But they are 
essentially non-political and so, politically, 
we have largely lost touch. There are many 
reasons for this and some are beyond our 
control. A present Congress constitution 
is, I feel, not helpful in developing these 
contacts or in encouraging enough the 
democratic spirit in its primary committees. 
These committees are practically rolls of 
voters who meet only to elect delegates 
or representatives, and take no part in 
discussion or the formation of policy.  v

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Annie Besant 
Birth Anniversary 
1st October

(1847-1933)

Mahatma Gandhi 
Birth Anniversary 
2nd October

(1869-1948)

Lal Bahadur 
Shashtri 
Birth Anniversary 
2nd October

(1904-1966)

K. Kamraj 
Death Anniversary 
2nd October

(1903-1975)

Utkalmani 
Gopabandhu Das 
Birth Anniversary 
9th October

(1877-1928)

Bahadur Shah 
Zafar 
Birth Anniversary 
24th October

(1775-1862)

Smt. Indira 
Gandhi 
Death Anniversary 
31st October

(1917-1984)

Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
Birth Anniversary 
31st October

(1875-1950)
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Q. When and how did you get involved with the Congress and 
the freedom movement?

A. Our family had been always opposing injustice and atrocities. 
My great grandfather Sardar Chanda Singh freed 16,000 women 
captured and being taken away by Ahmadshah Abdali. My 
grandfather Sardar Ladda Singh was in the Kuka Movement. Father 
Sardar Gurubax Singh was part of “Jaton Ka Morcha”, largest of the 
four Akali Morchas formed against the Britishers, and was jailed in 
1924 in the Nabha Jail. Released after one year, he became part of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s movement, was jailed in 1940 in the “Vyaktigat 
Satyagrah” and again twice, in Gujranwala jail. When I was 13 years 
old in 1925, the Britishers jailed me in the Central Jail Lahore with 
500 children aged 9 to 14 years, who were actively opposing them. 
I was amongst them. After that I continued with Bapu’s movement, 
I was jailed in 1940, then in the “Quit India” movement. I was in 
the Siyalkot jail for 3 years.

Q. In your opinion, what was the role of Congress in nation-
building?

A. Every achievement has been made because of the Congress. 
The credit for where the Nation stands today, goes to Congress. 
No other party had the capacity for this. Also during the Congress 
rule, wars were won efficiently at the borders. The world recognizes 
the wisdom and efficiency of the Congress Government’s foreign 
policy. Pandit Nehru’s non-alignment policy joined together other 
developing countries, furthering also their development.

Q. What differences do you find in the Congress then and now? 

A. There is a big difference. Earlier the hard work by Congressmen 
was exemplary. Foreign clothes were burned because our country’s 
money was forcefully being pulled out. Now even some Congress 
people are more attracted to foreign goods even if the same thing 
is made in the country. Earlier, sometimes different parties could 
come on the same platform because the main aim was the same, 
but the Congress never compromised on their principles. Today, 
sometimes people compromise for political gain, which often 
depletes from the main aim. Not all Congress people are now selfless 
and non-corruptible.

Q. What steps need to be taken for getting the Congress out of 
the present difficult times?

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the  
grass-root workers of the Congress Party. The first such interview was 
published in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

InTERvIEw Of A DEDICATED COngREsspERsOn

Sardar Rai Singh Patanga is a freedom fighter, Congressman from Punjab, now residing in Patiala.  
He was first jailed at the age of 13. After Independence too he continued working for the Congress, and 

is active even now at the age of  92 years.
- Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla

A. The issues and problems in the country and the states need to be 
taken care of, and efforts to overcome them should be made with 
sincerity as well as hard work. Also, these efforts should be visible 
to the people. The Party needs to work strongly against corruption 
and dishonesty everywhere, specially such Congressmen should 
not be spared. Issues giving a bad name need to be left. Public 
Awareness should be propagated about misdeeds and mistakes of 
our opponents.

Q. How to attract the youth towards the Congress?

A. The propaganda system from Congress should be made stronger 
and work by Congress should be more visible in the systems 
watched by the youth. Different types of camps should be organized 
for the youth. When the Congress itself will advance honest, sincere 
and diligent activists, the youth will be positively affected. The 
Congress volunteers should work against corruption, which also 
needs to be visible to the public.

The biggest issue with the youth today is jobs and livelihood. 
Work done by the Congress towards it, it may be policies, training 
camps, forming small groups for small scale industries, etc, will 
attract the youth.

Q. Which was your most memorable moment as a Congressman?

A. In the partition in 1947, my whole family was gone, I was 
breaking up. I was watching such atrocities against women, then I 
saw a pregnant woman being hurt badly by the Pakistanis. I felt all 
these helpless Indians are my family and since then feel the same.

Q. What is the quality of a true Congress person? 

A. Patriotism and Honesty. 

Q. Who was your ideal?

A. Mahatma Gandhi. He was a real “Yug Purush”.

Q. What have been your interests other than the Congress?

A. Reading books, now religious books. Singing  earlier sang 
more patriotic songs, now I sing Bhajans. Since 45 years on Gyani 
Zail Singhji’s bidding. I have been serving families of patriots and 
freedom fighters.
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BIHAR
Tributes paid to Rajivji

Muzaffarpur: The District Congress 
Sewadal paid tributes to former Prime 
Minister Bharat Ratna Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
on his 70th birth anniversary here on 20 
August, 2014. The District Sewadal chief 
organizer Shri Sanjay Kumar paid tributes 
to the leader by garlanding his photograph. 
All party workers and Sewadal office-
bearers also paid tributes to the great leader.

Tributes paid to  
Saytendra Sinha

Patna: The Congressmen paid tributes to 
the former chief Minister of Bihar, Shri 
Satyendra Narayan Sinha who was also 

known as the Chotte Saab here on his death 
anniversary on 4 September, 2014.

Pradesh Congress secretary, Shri Satyendra 
Bahadur distributed stationery material to 
the anganwadi children of Lohanipur and 
said that that Shri Sinha had played vital 
note in the field of education in Bihar. Also 
present were Bhanu Singh, Shanker Singh, 
Ravi Yadv, Mukesh Kumar with others.

Congress victory hailed
Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress Kisan 
and Khet Mazdoor Congress called a 
meeting of the Congress workers at the 
Shaeed Bhavan in Aara on 16th September, 
2014.

The meeting was presided over by Pradesh 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Pramod 

sTATEswATCh

Kumar Rai where he congratulated the 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi, Shri Sachin Pilot and 
Shri Shankersinh Vaghela for the impressive 
victory of the Congress Party in the recent 
assembly by-elections.

Others present in the meeting were Kisan 
Front District President, Shri Rakesh 
Kumar, Shri Dev Kumar Singh, Shri 
Lutawan Ram Chaurasia, Shri Ravindra 
Tiwari and Shri Mohan Dubey.

CHHATTISHGARH
Difference in what they say 

and what they do
Raipur: The City Congress Committee 
President, Shri Vikas Upadhaya has on 18 
September, 2014 criticized the BJP and the 
Raman Singh govt. and said that there is lot 
of difference in the saying of the BJP and 
what they do.

Shri Upadhaya said that on the completion 
of 100 days of the Modi govt., it can be 
clearly seen that there is a vast difference in 
what the BJP had promised and what they 
are actually doing.

Shri Upadhaya mentioned a few examples 
like the regular increase in the price of diesel 
and also the rise of prices in the daily used 
thing of the common man. He said that they 
have taken no action against their leader 
Shri Nihal Chand who has been accused in 
a rape case and the BJP which once opposed 
the UPA govt. for bringing FDI in retail has 
now brought FDI in many fields. So all these 
examples very well make it clear that there 
is lot of difference in what the BJP says and 
what they do.

Stop Polavaram Project
Raipur :  Former Chief Minister of 
Chhattisgarh, Shri Ajit Jogi has asked the 
people of the state to oppose the Polavaram 
Project with all their strength here on 22nd 
September, 2014.

Shri Ajit Jogi said that the benefit from 
this project will be less but it will only 

bring loss to the state. He said around 19 
Adivasi villages would be submerged under 
the water of the reservoir. Apart from this 
the development headquarters of Konta, 
Hirarbor, Bhaggi and Indrum villages will 
also be submerged. With it the water will 
also drown important minerals like granite, 
quartz, corundum and iron.

When the water will be full in the dam, 
it will also flood the tributaries which 
again will play havoc for the villages by 
its backlash and will also destroy the 
vegetation and forest growth. Therefore, this 
project should be stopped with all our mite 
before it becomes a curse for both people 
and the vegetation.

Raman government cheating 
paddy farmers

Raipur: The city Congress president, Shri 
Vikas Upadhaya in a statement issued on 6 
October, 2014 stated that the Raman Singh 
government has gone back on its promise 
made during the Lok Sabha elections.

Shri  Upadhaya said that the state 
government has extended the purchase of 
paddy from December delaying the process 
by more than one and a half month. Usually 
the farmers sell their produce before Diwali 
but due to this change, the farmers are 
selling their produce at cheap rates as they 
require money at the time of Diwali. This 
amounts to cheating the farmers by the 
government to help traders. 

Against this, the City Congress has started 
signature campaign against the state 
government. 

DELHI
BJP is running away from 

Delhi Elections
New delhi: During a program organised on 
21st September, 2014 by Shri Vinay Mishra 
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Vice President, of Delhi Pradesh Youth 
Congress to spread public awareness among 
people for BJP Governments’ anti- people 
policies at Durga Park Dwarka where large 
number of people gathered. During this 
meeting DPCC President Shri Arvinder 
Singh, CLP Leader Shri Haroon Yusuf along 
with the former MP and known leader 
of west Delhi Shri Mahabal Mishra and 
many other leaders including Smt. Onika 
Malhotra President Delhi Pradesh Mahila 
Congress, Shri Vikas Chikara President 
Delhi State NSUI, Shri Sanjay Puri former 
Councillor, Smt. Tilotma Choudhary , 
Smt. Maya Devi, Shri Jai Bhagwan Yadav, 
Shri Pawan Sharma, Shri Naresh Girsee, 
Sarojini Rawat, Geetanjli Jain, Dr. Bharat 
Kumar & Hasmulla were also present along 
with Elderman Hari Kishan Jindal and Shri 
Satinder Sharma.

DPCC President Shri Arvinder Singh 
while addressing said that in Delhi, BJP’s 
Central Government has control through 
Presidents Rule, today most of development 
works in Delhi has come to halt. The magic 
of Shri Narendra Modi has evaporated. 
There is a fear among BJP and this is the 
reason that they want to avoid elections in 
Delhi. BJP want to constitute Government 
in an unconstitutional & non democratic 
way. We have gathered here to strongly 
oppose this move of BJP for which we 
shall be conducting more and more Public 
Awareness Programs.

Youth Congress protest at Pak 
High Commission

New delhi: On the call given by the Indian 
Youth Congress national president, Shri 
Rajiv Satav, MP thousands of members 
the Youth Congress, led by IYC national 
general secretary, Dr. Harshvardhan Shyam 
and Delhi Pradesh Youth Congress staged 
a massive protest demonstration at the 
Pakistan High Commission on 9th October, 
2014 against the intrusion of the border and 
repeated firing by the Pakistan Army.

The Youth Congress showed their anger 

against the Pakistan Army and they even 
burnt their effigies and against the leniency 
being shown by the Modi government and 
carried placards warning the Pak govt. to 
behave themselves. The Youth Congress 
were also angry against local police who 
stopped them from approaching the 
Pakistan High Commission and were 
arrested and took them to Chanakyapuri 
police station where they were later released.

A brainstorming session of 
Vichar Vibhag

New delhi: The Congress Vichar Vibhag 
came up with a brainstorming session on 
13th September, 2014 to confront with 
serious challenges ahead. Thread-bare 
discussion was held to strengthen the 
ideological identity and spelling out the 
Party’s role in regaining the trust of the 
people.  The meeting was attended by 
intellectuals from different professions 
i.e. academician, doctors, legal, NGOs 
etc. the session was initiated as per the 
directions of Dr. Girija Vyas, Chairperson, 
Vichar Vibhag, AICC. Setting the tone of 
the agenda, speakers stressed the role and 
function of intellectuals in facilitating the 
democracy and development in present 
situation underlying the fact that Congress 
has always welcomed positive suggestions 
under the umbrella of Vichar-Vibhag. It 

was also stated that the mandate behind 
Vichar Vibhag is not merely to talk about, 
but also involves the gamut of people in 
recapitulating the whole process which 
facilitate a country in making its image 
indigenously as well as internationally.

Leaders motivated the participants to 
build a nation-wide cadre of intellectuals 
for Vichar Vibhag and pointed out the 
need to educate the common man about 
the failure of the NDA Government. 
Role of intellectuals in nation building 
was discussed at length emphasizing that 
the Congress Party must consult every 
stakeholder before formulating policies. An 
important point discussed in the meeting 
was the need to initiate agitational politics 
to counter the offensives of the NDA 
Government.

Many intellectuals, including Dr. Jaya 
Shukla, Adv. R.S. Rana, Dr. Sushma Yadav, 
Dr. Madhusudan Tripathi, Dr. Neeta 
Mishra, Adv. Sanjiv Singh, Adv. Mritunjay 
Kumar Singh, Dr. Palika Singh, Dr. Bubul 
Das, Shri Satender Garg, Shri Arun Tripathy, 
Shri Vinayak Tripathi and Dr. Rajesh Jha 
also spoke on the ways to strengthen the 
party and role of the Vichar Vibhag therein.

GUJARAT
Congress snatches three seats 

from BJP
Ahmedabad: On wining three seats of 
Deesa, Mangrol and Khambhalia from BJP 
in the by-elections for the nine Assembly 
seats and one seat of Lok Sabha, while 
welcoming the victory, the GPCC President 
Shri Arjun Modhwadia on 16th September, 
2014 said that BJP was given large numbers 
of votes during recent Loksabha election of 
2014. However, only within 125 days the 
bubble of promises given by BJP has burst 
and Congress candidates have got sterling 
victory on Deesa, Mangrol and Khambhalia 
seats. As compared to 2012 and 2014 on 
nine Assembly seats there has been sharp 
decrease of votes of BJP. 

In Gujarat, farmers do not get enough water 
for irrigation, pesticide is being black-
marketed, youth do not get employment, 
youth is being exploited under the guise of 
fixed salary and atrocities on women has 
increased in Gujarat. In such circumstances 
against the failure of BJP, Congress would 
aggressively continue its fight to see that 
people would get their rights. Congress 
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party thanks the voters of Gujarat for 
casting their votes in favour of Congress in 
the by-election and for wining three seats 
and also congratulates the party workers.

‘Empowering Youth, 
Empowering India’

Felicitation of 600 meritorious 
students from over 100 

Ahmedabad colleges
Ahmedabad: Gujarat Pradesh Congress 
C ommitte e  Pres ident  Shr i  Ar jun 
Modhwadia addressed the top students of 
all the 100 colleges of Ahmedabad city. On 
the occasion of Shri Rajiv Gandhi Birth 
Anniversary he said that Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
had a dream for the 21st century for the 
youth of India.  The foundations of today’s 
technology were laid by the vision of Shri 

Rajiv Gandhiji. He was a visionary far ahead 
of his times. Computerasition, information 
technology and telecommunication 
revolutions that were started during his 
time are the reason why India’s youth 
have such an overwhelming impact on 
the world. He said that youth should 
think beyond the barriers of caste and 
religion. He said that through dint of hard 
work, the youth of India will achieve great 
heights in various fields. He was speaking 
on the occasion of the Rajiv Gandhi Yuva 
Uday Sanman organized by Empowering 
Youth, Empowering India. As many as 
600 meritorious students from all the 100 
Ahmedabad colleges were felicitated on 
the occasion. 

Shri Arjun Modhwadia further added that 
some people have become experts at using 
technology to spread lies and canards. 
Some even managed to grab power by 
spreading lies. They talked big about price 
rise, corruption, black money and China 
and Pakistan but have not even talked 
about these issues after gaining power. 
The condition of the people of India needs 

improvement. At such a time, it is important 
to use technology in a constructive manner 
for public good. He congratulated Dr. 
Manish Doshi and his team for organizing 
the Yuva Uday Sanman event for eight years 
in a row.

Leader of Opposition in Gujarat Assembly, 
Shri Shankarsinh Vaghela said that if each 
student decides, then he or she can become 
successful. He said that Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
sacrificed his life for the development 
of every person in India. Whether it is 
politics or any other profession, anyone 
who works with commitment and hard 
work will not face difficulty.  He said that 
he doesn’t prepare students to work for the 
Tatas, Birlas, Ambanis or L&T. he doesn’t 
believe in campus placements because every 
student should live his life to his or her 
fullest. Meritorious students will definitely 
get what they deserve. A placement process 
curtails the overall development of students. 
Parents should also not run after mere 
placements and let students be themselves. 
He said that it was Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
who gave the right to vote to 18-year old 
youth and gave reservation for women in 
institutions of local governance.

Empowering Youth, Empowering India 
is an organisation that works for youth 
empowerment in Gujarat. Talking about 
the award, Co-coordinator Dr. Manish 
Doshi said, “We give this award to mark 
Rajiv Gandhi’s birth anniversary. The 
Congress Party is committed to providing 
the proper enabling platform for the 
meritorious students of all these colleges. 
Dr. Manish Doshi said, “The Gujarat 
government made attempts to put a stop to 
this programme, but we were determined 
to organise it. This is the eighth consecutive 
year that the function has been organised. 
We will plan it on an even larger scale next 
year.” The students were given a trophy, 
merit certificate, a clock, a competitive 
exam preparation kit and a dictionary. 
A 15-minute documentary on Shri Rajiv 

Gandhi was shown at the beginning of the 
function followed by the formal student 
felicitation ceremony.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Prof. Soz Consoles people in 

J&K
Srinagar: Prof. Saifuddin Soz-MP (former 
Union Minister) President JKPCC visited 
several areas in down-town Srinagar, on 
22nd September, 2014 and listened to the 
problems to the people who explained their 
tales of hardships and miseries during the 
recent devastating floods.

The areas included Waniyar, Eidgah, 
Kushalsar, Zadibal, Alamgari-Bazar, 
Kanitaar (Sabribal & Hazratbal).

Prof. Soz paid obeisance at Dargah-Sharief 
and visited interior areas of Hazratbal and 
saw the extent of damage caused to houses 
by the floods.

Addressing the people at various places, 
Prof. Soz explained to the people that he 
has come to them in these interior areas to 
convey to them that he and his party cadres 
would remain steadfast with the people in 
their hour of hardships and do everything 
possible to mitigate their sufferings.

During the tour Prof. Soz told the people 
that he had raised the demands for 
uninterrupted provision of free rations for 
six months and for availability of essential 
commodities such as gas, kerosene oil 
and sugar etc. with the government. He 
advised the people to cooperate with the 
government functionaries such as Deputy 
Commissioners, Teshildars and Police 
Officers who would be instruments of relief 
to the people.

Prof. Soz also assured them that Congress 
party would ensure proper compensation 
for the damage to the houses for partial 
or total damage. He further assured the 
people that the needed relief would flow 
to them before the onset of winter. He also 
committed himself to provision of tents 
required in these areas.

Prof Soz was accompanied by Smt. 
Shameema Raina-Vice President Mahila 
Congress, Dr. Sayed, Imtiyaz Khan 
(Secretaries PCC); Mushtaq Ahmed, 
Mehrajuddin, Ghulam Nabi (Block 
Presidents) and Senior Social Worker 
Ghulam Nabi Shaksaz.
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Prof. Soz visits flood-ravaged 
areas

Srinagar: Prof. Saifuddin Soz MP (Former 
Union Minister) & President J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee on 26th September, 
2014 visited flood ravaged areas in South 
Kashmir  Chichipora (Lalam) Kamad, 
Anchidora, Anzwalla (Anantnag), Damhal 
Khushipora,  Kokernag,  Kanjigund 
(Homshalibug) where flood sufferers 
met him in large numbers and narrated 
their sufferings during floods. The people 
demanded reconstruction of damaged 
bridges and long-term flood control 
measures to save people of these areas 
from the ravages of Jehlum and Nallahs like 
Vishu, Bringi, Romshu, Lidder, Sonaman 
etc. Prof. Soz realized that the people 
in these areas have been frightened so 
much that they do not even want to go back 
to their houses.

Prof. Soz assured the sufferers that 
every possible action would be taken to 
reconstruct their houses and long terms 
measures would be taken to save the people 
from the ravages of floods in future.

Prof. Soz gave full assurance to the people 
that Congress Party would ensure that 
affected people would receive compensation 
for loss and adequate relief by way 
of rehabilitation.

Prof. Soz was accompanied by Gulam 
Nabi Monga, MLC, Vice President, Gulzar 
Ahmad Wani, Anayatullah Rather District 
Presidents, Farooq Andrabi, General 
Secretary, Hilal Shah Org. Secretary JK 
PCC and others.

Tributes paid to Hari Singh Ji
Jammu: District Congress Seva Dal Samba 
unit celebrated the 119th birth anniversary 
of His Highness Shri Maharaja Hari Singh 
Ji on 23rd September, 2014 on the occasion 
Shri Balvinder Singh Sambyal State chief 
was the chief guest and Sambyal payed floral 
tributes to the statue of Maharaja Hari Singh 
ji at Hari Chowk Samba, while speaking in 
the this function Sambyal highlighted the 
role of Hari Singh Ji was Un-matchable 
and Unforgettable because he has done a 
lot for J&K people and implemented so 
many schemes and framed the rule and laws 
for the civil society likes untouchability, 
banned the sati pratha, child marriage and 
opened service selection recruitment board 
(SSRB), J&K Bank, preached secularism, 
brotherhood and provided equal justice to 

all irrespective of east and creed among the 
civil society. Hundreds of Seva Dal workers 
took the pledge to adopt the path shown 
by him and they also shouted the slogan of 
Maharaja Hari Singh Amar Rahey. Those 
who were present included Manohar Lal 
Rao, Dimple Sambyal, Pardeep Singh, Sewal 
Singh, Krishan Chand, CH Ghar Singh, 
Daljeet Singh, Shashi Bhagar, Pardeep 
Sambyal. 

Relief measures being 
monitored

Jammu: A meeting of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Pradesh Congress Committee 
(Relief Committee) was held at PCC 
HQ Shaheedi Chowk, 24th September, 
2014 under the Chairmanship of General 
Secretary JKPCC Shri R.S. Chib (Ex-
Minister) and attended by Thakur 
Manmohan Singh-General Secretary 
PCC; Ashwani Puri, Narinder Gupta, 
Neeraj Gupta (Secretaries PCC); Sanjeev 
Sharma and Anil Kohli (Joint Secretaries). 
This committee has been constituted by 
President PCC Prof. Saifuddin Soz (MP) 
under the directions of Smt. Ambika 
Soni-General Secretary AICC (Incharge 
J&K) to monitor the relief measures being 
undertaken by the Pradesh Congress, for 
the displaced families due to recent ravaged 
floods and heavy rains.

The members discussed regarding the 
supply of relief items for the suffers for 
district Poonch and Rajouri and expressed 
satisfaction that the party leaders in their 
respective areas are reaching to the suffering 
families. The Relief Committee, asked 
the respective District Administration, to 
cooperate with Congress leaders/workers 
so that the relief items reach to the families 
who have suffered due to devastating floods 
and rains. The Committee also discussed 
the requirements of relief measures to be 
undertaken in Kathua and Udhampur 
districts.

Shri Chib informed the members that the 
matter of rehabilitation of displaced families 
of village Saddal of district Udhampur was 
also discussed with DC Udhampur, who 
assured that the land for their settlement is 
being earmarked shortly.

Relief material disbursed  
in J&K

Jammu: J&K State has faced heavy rains & 
floods in September and unprovoked firing 

by Pakistan in the first week of October. 
All the rivers and nallahs were in spate and 
brought total destruction of houses and 
loss of lives. 

MLA Indu Pawar, President Mahila 
Congress visited flood affected areas of 
Jammu, Samba, Rajouri i.e Pancheri, 
Saddal, Badota, Thathli and border villages 
which came under fire of Pakistan Army. 
She met with victims and distributed relief 
material i.e ration, clothes etc. Tawi & 
Chenab River caused heavy loss of life and 
crops in Marh Jammu, Samba Districts. 
Mahila Congress led by Ms Pawar arranged 
and distributed relief materials to victims 
of heavy rains & floods. Arrangement of 
Clean Drinking Water, Tents etc. was made 
at Panjar, Saddal, Kasori where one village 
Saddal was buried under Land slide.

Ms Indu Pawar visited Border villages’ 

Chilliyari, Sadoh, Mava, Mangu Chak, 
Paloura and Glad Samba District & Kana 
Chak, Sui, Burj and Patniyal in Marh 
Block Jammu Districts. She visited Govt. 
Medical College Hospital Jammu where 
injured are undergoing treatment some 
BSF Jawans are also undergoing treatment 
in Govt. Medical College Hospital. The 
Congress has requested the administration 
to provide free investigation to victims and 
distribution of free food to victims as well 
as attendant in Govt. Medical College. She 
requested administration to allot 5 Marla 
plots to border migrants at safer places so 
that they can shift to safer places as & when 
such contingency arises. 

Team of Mahila Congress led by Ms. 
Pawar visited houses of affected families 
by shelling in Jammu & Samba Districts 
and met with affected people. She assured 
them of all help and said the Congress Party 
is with the victims & people of the area at 
this hour of need and will take necessary 
measures to provide relief to them. 

NeWS
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MADHYA PRADESH
Protest Dharna at Videsha

bhopal: Leader of the opposition in MP 
Vidhan Sabha, Shri Satyadev Katare and 
Pradesh Congress president, Shri Arun 
Yadav jointly led the protest demonstration 
at Videsha on 18 September, 2014.

The protest was held alongwith the Videsha 
District Congress and the Youth Congress in 
protest against the problems of the farmers. 
Others present were senior Congress leader, 
Shri Pratapbhanu Sharma, Shri Prabhuram 
Chaudhary, Shri Gobind Singh Rajput, 
Shri Jitu Patwari, Smt. Vibha Patel, Shri 
Shashank Bhargav, Shri Kunarl Chaudhary, 
Shri Mehatab Singh, Shri Ritu Alia with 
others local Congressmen. 

Fraudulent recruitment of 
police constables

bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh Congress 
has objected to the selection of 110 police 
constables by the state services selection 
Board in an illegal manner. 

The chief spokesperson of the Pradesh 
Congress Shri K.K. Mishra said that the 
110 police constables were selected by the 
selection board in a fraudulent manner as 
all these candidates selected by the board 
did not meet the selection standard. I do 
not understand as to how or under whose 
pressure these candidates were selected 
and who have already joined the police 
department, said Shri Mishra.

Shri Mishra said that the Shivraj Singh’s 
govt. was indulging in all kinds of corrupt 
practice in all the departments of the state 
govt. and this was just the tip of the iceberg. 
The fraud can be verified on mediapcc1@
gmail.com. 

Protest rally held
Gwalior: The City Congress Committee 
president, Dr. Darshan Singh Adv. with the 
Youth Congress organized a protest rally 
here on 18 September, 2014.

The protest rally was held against the state 
BJP government. Essel Company and 
the Montecarlo Company for forcefully 
installing new electricity meters by these 
companies. The Congress is objecting to 
this process on the ground that these meters 
not accurate and were quite fast and the 
high billing would hurt the common man.

The protest rally, under the supervision 

of Youth Congress president of the East 
Vidhan Sabha constituency Shri Havran 
Singh Kasana, marched from the Jivaji 
University crossing and culminated near 
the power house at the City Centre where 
they burnt the effigies of the state govt. 
and the companies installing the meters. 
The Congress has also urged the people to 
register police reports against the members 
of the electricity department who come to 
change the meters.  

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
Indore: The City Congress Committee 
paid tributes to the former Prime Minister, 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, who brought the IT 
technology in the country, on his birth 
anniversary here on 20 August, 2014.

The day was celebrated as Sadbhavana 
Diwas and City Congress president Shri 
Pramod Tandon offered tributes to the great 
leader by garlanding his statue. Tributes was 
also offered by Leader of the Opposition in 
the Indore City Corporation, Shri Abhav 
Verma, Shri Jeetu Patwari, MLA, Shri Tulsi 
Silawat, Shri Satyanarain Patel with others.  

Protest against inflated 
electricity bills

Indore: The City Congress Committee 
organized a massive protest demonstration 
at the MPEB polo ground here on 4th 
September, 2014.

The demonstration was held against the 
undeclared power cuts and the inflated 
electricity bills given to the consumers 
which is not only cheating the public but 
also generating illegal funds in the coffers 
of the Madhya Pradesh Electricity Board.

Those who participated in the protest 
dharna included Pradesh Congress 
President, Shri Arun Yadav, former MP, 
Shri Sajjan Singh Verma, City Congress 
President, Shri Pramod Tandon and District 
Congress President, Shri Antarsingh 
Darbar who led the demonstration at the 

polo ground.

Women of the area who come to the 
demonstration were waving the electricity 
bills in their hands and showed their 
anger over the inflated bills. Others in the 
demonstration were Pandit Kripashankar 
Shukla, Shri Ramlal Yadav, Shri Tulsi Silavat, 
Shri Rameshwar Patel, Shri Satyanarain 
Patel, Shri Ashwin Joshi, Shri Aman Bajaj, 
Shashi Yadav, Onkar Yadav, Gopal Sharma, 
Siddharth Yadav, Mehmood Qureshi, 
Bhanwar Sharma with others.

PUNJAB
Badal brazenly misleading 
people on special term loan: 

Bajwa Demands white paper 
on state finances

Chandigarh:  The Punjab Congress 
President, Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, on 
10th September, 2014 slammed the Chief 
Minister, Shri Parkash Singh Badal, for 
misleading the people on the special term 
loan, which, he claimed, had been waved 
way back in 2007-8.

In a statement, he quoted from the 
information provided by the Union 
Ministry of Finance to  the state Congress’s 
RTI Cell chairman, Dr. Jasdeepak Singh 
whose para 5 states, “Apart from the above 
information, the State Government of 
Punjab was also given special term loan of 
Rs. 5799.92 crore for combating terrorism 
relevant to the period 1984-85 to 1993-94. 
The Government of India has written off 
Rs. 9913.59 crore towards the repayment 
of these loans and accrued interest thereon. 
The last of these loans was written off in 
2007-8. No conditions were imposed while 
waiving these loans”.

“It has become a habit with you to mislead 
people by resorting to blatant untruths. 
Here is the letter from the Union Ministry 
of Finance nailing your white lies.   The 
issue is very serious. You must apologise to 
the people of Punjab for misleading them 
all along. You should also explain to the 
people your stand on terrorism as during 
that period, you had been describing it as 
militancy and you had gone to the extent 
of signing a memorandum  addressed to 
the United Nations demanding Khalistan. 
The people of Punjab are fed up with your 
politics based upon rank opportunism and 
utter lies”, he said.

NeWS
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Shri Bajwa questioned the logic repeatedly 
being extended by the Badal government 
that it was this special term loan which 
was at the root of all ills afflicting Punjab 
while the fact of the matter was that it stood 
waived long time ago. Moreover, Shri Badal 
should also explain to the people as to how-
come that his government had organised a 
function at Jalandhar after his party came 
into power in 1997 to thank the centre for 
waiving this loan. He said the memory of 
the people was not that short-lived.

Vested interests at the core of 
alliances of Badal: Bajwa

Khadoor Sahib/Chandigarh: The Punjab 
Congress President, Shri Partap Singh 
Bajwa, on 18th September, 2014 lambasted 
the Chief Minister, Shri Parkash Singh 
Badal, for entering into alliances with 
other political parties purely to protect his 
vested business interests rather than on any 
ideological basis as evident from Haryana. 
He announced that the Congress would 
mobilise the farmers in the state against 
anti-farmer policies of the governments 
both at the centre as well as in the state. 

Addressing an impressive gathering here on 
the holy land associated with Guru Angad 
Dev, the PPCC chief pointed out that the 
Akali Dal was in alliance with the BJP in 
the state and at the centre but the party 
was opposing its own alliance partner in 
neighbouring Haryana where it was in 
partnership with the Indian National Lok 
Dal led by Shri Om Parkash Chautala, 
now in Tihar jail, citing family ties while 
in essence,  business interests were at the 
core. It was the Devi Lal government which 
had allotted land to Shri Badal where now 
stands a seven star hotel.

He said Shri  Badal  had been trading the 
Haryana Sikhs for the business interests 
of his family and it was for this reason that 
he had misused every Sikh institution to 
oppose the formation of the Haryana Sikh 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee as this 

was going to end his monopoly. He said 
while   the formation of this committee 
had fulfilled longstanding demand of the 
Sikhs in that state to manage their own 
shrines, it  would facilitate their emergence 
as a powerful group which facilitate them 
to bargain directly keeping in view the 
interests of the community in that state. He 
said the population of the Sikhs was second 
highest in Haryana after Punjab but till now, 
they lacked such a platform and hence they 
were getting ignored. 

He announced that the Congress would 
launch agitation shortly on the issues 
concerning the farmers, the immediate 
one being reduction in the moisture limit 
from 15 to 14 per cent which would create 
problems, especially in the context of late 
monsoons. This step of Government will 
virtually destroy the Rice shelling industry 
in Punjab and farmers will have to face lot 
of hardships to sell the paddy crop. 

UTTAR PRADESH
Organizational meeting held

lucknow: A meeting of senior Congress 
leaders was held on 28th September, 2014 
with AICC General Secretary incharge, Shri 
Madhusudan Mistri.

The meeting discussed about the issues of 
the organization, on issues of selection of 
candidates including other issues were also 
discussed and keeping this in mind another 
meeting will be held with the Presidents 
of District and City Congress Committees 
to give final touch to some of the party 

programmes.

Shri Mistri said that this meeting has been 
decided for 28th October, 2014 under the 
presidentship of Dr. Nirmal Khatri. This is 
not the last meeting of this process and it 
shall continue. The Vidhan Sabha elections 
in UP will be held after two and a half years 
but preparations have to continue from now 
on, said Dr. Nirmal Khatri.

Protest demonstration in UP
lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee, led by its President, Dr. Nirmal 
Khatri stage a protest demonstration 
here on 2nd September, 2014 in protest 
against the failure of Modi government on 
completion of 100 days.

The protest dharna by the Congress was 
held at all the district headquarters and 
at some places they were not allowed to 
demonstrate. The protest march was led 
by Dr. Nirmal Khatri in Lucknow and 
the police stopped the march at least 300 
meters away where most of the Congress 
leaders were arrested and taken to Police 
lines where Dr. Khatri addressed the 
Congressmen and accounted the failures of 
the Modi government which Shri Modi had 
promised before the Lok Sabha elections.

Those present prominently in the Lucknow 
rally were Shri Pramod Tiwari, former 
UPCC President, Smt. Rita Bahuguna 
Joshi, Shri Akhlesh Pratap Singh, District 
President, Shri Gaurav Chaudhary, Former 
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Minister, Shri Ramkrishna Dwivedi, 
Former Minister, Shri Satyadev Tripathi, 
Shri Shyamkishore Shukla, Shri Virendra 
Madan, Ms. Ansuiya Sharma, Shri 
Onkarnath Singh, Shri Pramod Singh with 
many others.

Protest Dharna by UPCC
lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
and leader of the Congress Vidhan Sabha 
(Mandal) Shri Pradeep Mathur organized 
a dharna against the UP Government for 
not taking any action against accused who 
murdered Shri Mahendra Pratap Singh, son 
of former MLA of Gauriganj (Amethi) Shri 

Jang Bahadur Singh.

The Congress, led by Dr. Khatri and Shri 
Mathur alongwith Congress MLAs, Vidhan 
Parishad members and senior leaders sat on 
protest dharna on 27th September, 2014 at 
the statue of Gandhiji at Hazratganj and 
demanded a CBI enquiry into the incident. 
The dharna was organized by former 
Minister, Shri Satyadev Tripathi.

Addressing the Congressmen, Dr. Khatri 
said that the Samajwadi Party were 
intoxicated with the power they have and 
have fancy for keeping goons and mafia in 
their camps. They have no fear of the law 
because the party people are employed 
in the administration and in the police 
force and thus they go about doing crimes 
fearlessly.

Shri Mathur said that the law and order 
situation in the state has cracked under 
their pressure. Shri Mathur said that the 
Congressmen wanted to see the Chief 
Minister regarding this incident repeatedly 
but till date he has not given us time for a 
meeting with him.

Membership drive held
bahedi: The Block Congress Committee 
of district Bareili organized a membership 
drive camp here on 10th September, 2014.

The camp was held from 11 am to 5 pm 
in which thousands of people became 
members of the Congress Party. The camp 
was organized by former UPCC Member, 
Shri Muqaram Ali.

Long-pending demand
bareili: The District Congress Committee 
has requested the concerned education 
department to fulfil long-standing demand 
for teaching Urdu in the Government 
Girls Inter College in Bahedi here on 22nd 
September, 2014.

Former PCC Member, Shri Muqarram Ali 
said that it was a long-standing demand of 
the Congress to start Urdu classes in the 
Girls Inter College in Bahedi and to appoint 
an Urdu teacher in the college.

To draw the attention of the concerned 
department, the Congress will send a 
memorandum to the school Inspector, 
education directorate of Bareili division, 
to the secretary, Education Department, 
Allahabad, Administrative Department and 
the District Collector including the Chief 
Minister of Uttar Pradesh.

It is hoped that the problem of the college 
will be soon resolved for the benefit of the 
local people, said Shri Muqarram Ali.

Relief material for J&K
M e e r u t :  T h e  D i s t r i c t  C o n g r e s s 
Committee Vice-President, Mohammad 
Imran said that they have dispatched 
two truck-loads of relief material for 
the flood-affected people of Jammu and 

Kashmir on 18th September, 2014. This 
has been handed over to the District 
administration.

Md. Imran said that  the Congress 
Pres ident  Smt.  S onia  Gandhi  and 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi had requested the Congressmen 
to give  all-out help to the people of 
J&K. Abiding by that request we have sent 
relief materials for the suffering people 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Md. Imran said that a Congress delegation 
would leave for J&K on 25th September, 
2014 for J&K to disperse medicines and 
to donate blood that may be required 
by the people of J&K. The delegation is 
being personally led by Md. Imran.

UTTARAKHAND
Freedom fighters’ descendants 

honoured
Haldwani:  A state level meeting of 
freedom fighters and descendant families 
was organized at Haldwani and was 
attended enthusiastically by over 1000 
uttaradhikaris and every living freedom 
fighter from Uttarakhand. Presided over 
by their present president Shi Mohan 
Singh Adhikari, it was addressed by Shri 
Govind Singh Kunjwal (Speaker), Shri 
Kishor Upadhyaya (PCC President), 
Smt. Indira Haridayesh (Minister), Shri 
Durgapal (Minister) and Shri Pritam 
Singh Pawar (Minister). The meeting was 
also addressed by Dr. Jaya Shukla (State 
Vice President), Shri B.S. Negi (State 

General Secretary), Shri Kothari, Dr. 
Govil, Adv. Shri Pant and Shri Bahuguna, 
a l l  Freedom Fighter Uttaradhikari 
Sangathan office bearers. 

It  is  notable that the present state 
Congress govt. has started schemes and 
accepted several landmark demands of 
the Uttaradhikari Sangathan. v
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leadership, to the newly formed cabinet.  Kamaraj gave simple 
advice to his ministers, “Face the problem. Don’t evade it. Find 
a solution, however small. People will be satisfied if you do 
something.”

Under Kamaraj’s guidance, the State made immense strides in 
education and trade. New schools were opened-, better facilities 
were added to existing ones. No village remained without a 
primary school and no panchayat without a high school. Kamaraj 
himself, though hardly attended school, did not stop in striving to 
eradicate illiteracy. He introduced free and compulsory education 
up to eleventh standard.

He introduced the Midday Meals Scheme to provide at least one 
meal per day to the lakhs of poor children. He introduced free 
school uniforms to weed out caste, creed and class distinctions 
among young minds.

Kamaraj was a firm believer of Gandhiji’s principles. He said, 
“Mahatmaji not only spread the message of freedom to the farthest 
comers of India, but also devoted his attention to the eradication of 
poverty and misery among the masses. That’s is what I intend to do”

During Kamaraj’s administration, a number of irrigation schemes 
were completed in record time. The Land Ceiling Act and the 
Tenancy Protection Act benefited small farmers and saved them 
from being exploited by landlords. Medium and small scale 
industries prospered in the midst of large industries making Madras 

...continued from page 22

one of the leaders in industrialization.

Nehru who was the Prime Minister then 
complimented Kamaraj saying, “Madras (renamed State of Tamil 
Nadu) is the best administered State in India.”

Kamaraj remained Chief Minister for three consecutive terms. On 
October 2, 1963, almost nine years since he had become the chief 
minister, he resigned his post to serve a greater purpose. He noticed 
that the Congress party was slowly losing its vigor and came up 
with a plan, which was called the “Kamaraj Plan.”

He proposed that all senior Congress leaders should resign from 
their posts and devote all their energy to the re-vitalization of the 
Congress. A number of Central and State ministers like Lai Bahadur 
Shastri, Jagjivan Ram, Morarji Desai and S.K. Patil followed 
suite and resigned from their posts. Kamaraj was then elected the 
President of the All India Congress and he successfully navigated 
the nation through the stormy years following Nehru’s death.

After Nehru’s death in 1964, Kamaraj successfully navigated 
the party through turbulent times. As president of the Indian 
National Congress, he refused to become the next prime minister 
himself took office while he was Congress President. Two Prime 
Ministers, Lal Bahadur Shastri in 1964 and Indira Gandhi in 1966. 

On October 2, 1975, the day celebrated as Gandhi Jayanti, Kamaraj 
awoke from his afternoon nap feeling uneasy. Kamaraj died at his 
home on 2 October 1975. He was 72 years of age. He was honoured 
with the highest civilian honor, the Bharat Ratna, posthumously 
in 1976. v

mAhILA COngREss

The so-called ‘MODI WAVE’ is gradually waning and the 
common men have started realizing the hollowness of false 

promises made by the incumbent Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi to the electorate of our country. The All India Mahila Congress 
is taking up various issues to expose the failure of this government 
and it’s leaders to realize what was promised to the country during 
the Lok Sabha Elections. The AIMC organized a demonstration in 
front of the BJP Head Quarters in protest against a very insensitive 
and nasty remark of its MP Smt. Hema Malini about the hapless 
widows of Vrindavan and burnt her effigy. Before that a similar 
demonstration was organized by the AIMC,protesting against a 
very irresponsible comment by Shri Arun Jately, Minister of Finance 
about the incidents of rape. Both the demonstrations were led by 
Smt. Shobha Oza, President AIMC in which about 200 women took 
part. Delhi unit of Mahila Congress led by Smt. Onika Mehrotra, 
President, Delhi PMC, also joined the protest.

On 20th August 2014, the Birth Anniversary of our beloved leader 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi was observed by Mahila Congress across the 
country by organizing various types of programme. The AIMC 
held a National Convention of elected women representative in 
local governance at Talkatora Stadium, New Delhi. The AIMC 
President addressed a Convention of Domestic Workers in Mumbai 
on 26th August 2014 which was organized by Smt. Susiben Shah, 
Chairperson, Maharashtra State Commission for Women. On 27th 
August 2014 she addressed Kerala PMC Convention in Thrissur, 

organized by Smt. Bindhu Krishna, Vice-President, AIMC in which 
Shri Oman Chandy, Chief Minister of Kerala and PCC President 
were also present. From 5th October 2014 to 12th October 2014, 
the AIMC President got engaged in vigor election campaign in 
Maharashtra and Haryana. She also attended a meeting of MP PCC 
in Bhopal on 6th October 2014. Smt. Shobha Oza was the Chief 
Guest in a programme at constitutional club which was organized 
by Smt. Abha Chaudharym Ex-President Delhi PMC.  v

kAmRAJ wAs A fIRm BELIEvER Of gAnDhIJI’s pRInCIpLEs
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PReSS bRIeFINGS

CoMPUlSoRY HeARING oF 
PolITICAl dISCoURSe

Spokesperson Shri Abhishek Singhvi: 
He said that we have found a consistent 
hiatus over the last 100 days on what the 
PM and the Modi Government preaches 
and what they practice. One example 
out of many is Mr. Modi, eloquence 
and oratory using good words from the 
ramparts of the Red Fort and elsewhere 
about communal harmony, inclusion, etc 
and then maintaining complete silence 
when Mr. Adityanath, Mr. Giriraj Singh, 
Mr. Ashok Singhal and Mr. Bhagwat 
speak and you know what they speak. 
The second example of the contradictions 
comes in respect to teacher’s day. Teachers 
Day I would say something, after the 
great personality of Dr. Radahkrishnan 
someone who we revered and we all 
know. So we have elevated our Gurus so 
high in the Indian tradition but I don’t 
think any PM or President of India has 
over the past 65 years compulsorily by 
diktata, by compulsion said that every 
private and public school from class 1  
12. Every student from 1-12, thank God 
KG was exempted must sit and listen and 
hear the PM.

Directions for this are to be issued by the 
CBSE to every principal every school, 
I don’t think ever this has happened. 
Telecast will start at  3:00 PM  etc, etc. 
A Government directive dikata has 
been issued I want to highlight some 
aspect that are interesting. I may ask 
the BJP Government the class 1 or 2 
students will understand what when he 
has compulsorily told to hear the PM of 
the country? Second, are we allowed to 
virtually make political propaganda to 
all the school children of India? Has the 
Government ever used the machinery in 
this manner to propagate political or partly 
political view to young and impressionable 
minds and that too infants of 1-5 classes. 
Thirdly, the differences between preaching 
and practice the BJP’s own student wing 

 AICC DIARy

and allied organizations have shown 
us over the years repeatedly the Great 
respect they have for their teachers. I don’t 
think public memory has forgotten what 
happened to Prof. H. S. Sabhrawal and 
people who in broad day light assaulted 
him seriously and severely were given full 
protection by the Government of the day, 
were assisted in their legal proceedings 
and ultimately led to their acquittal and 
the court thus observed, “the prosecution 
has miserably failed to establish the case 
against the accused”. Remember this is the 
case there was an allegations of collusion 
between accused and prosecution. This is 
the BJP’s and the ABVP understanding of 
the teacher’s day. Monday, 1st September, 
2014.

JK PeoPle PASSING  
THRoUGH AGoNY

Spokesperson Shri Abhishek Singhvi: Shri 
B.K. Hariprasad along with Shri Bhupesh 
Beghel, President PCC Chhattisgarh 
and Shri T.S. Singh Deo, CLP Leader of 
Chhattisgarh Assembly also Addressed 
the media.

Shri Abhishek Singhvi said our heart 
goes out to our brothers and sisters in the 
State of Jammu & Kashmir. If we could 
be mentally more distressed than they 
are physically distressed, I would say that 
we are but nothing can possibly equal the 
agony and the pain which the people of 
J&K are going through. We wish them the 
very best. We hope and trust that each and 
every authority and governmental agency 
and this  is not a question of territorial 
jurisdiction and other issues, be it the 
central government, the state government, 
the local authorities, will strain every 
sinew, will exert every possible nerve in 
their body to reach out to those who are 
prejudiced by this distress. We are happy 
that action to the extent possible is being 
taken by all the agencies. I must share with 
you that the Congress has been extremely 
vigorously following up very aspect and 
the Leader of Opposition in the Upper 

House has Written and conveyed to the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister and to all of other 
authorities that this is a disaster of such 
gigantic proportion that without doubt it 
deserves to be declared a national calamity. 
As you are aware, statements in this regard 
have already been issued in some detail 
by the Hon’ble Congress Party and the 
Hon’ble Congress Vice President. Shri 
Ghulam Nabi Azad has elaborated and 
shown how devastation has touched very 
diverse aspects of the infrastructure of that 
state and he has given details and he has 
asked for accelerated disbursal of funds 
out of the total and we hope and trust 
that this will be viewed with the urgency it 
deserves. As I end on this, I must add in a 
constructive spirit and a spirit of humility 
that we wish that top level agencies 
who are tasked with the responsibility 
especially of dealing with such disasters 
and particular floods, perhaps their early 
warning systems had not been activated 
in time for the State of J&K. e.g. the CWC  
the Central Water Commission  which is 
an apex central government body  in their 
flood warning alerts, J&K had not found 
a mention. So we hope and trust that all 
the mechanisms which have been created 
by statute and by law to deal precisely 
with these situations and discharge their 
due responsibility efficiently and quickly. 
Monday, 8 September, 2014

CAG RePoRT ANd PM’S Role
Spokesperson Shri Abhishek Singhvi: He 
said that the disease of book promotion 
with attendant marketing and publicity is 
assuming the proportions of an epidemic. 
It seems that we need a new antibiotic 
for this viral. The former CAG Shri Rai 
has already spoken through the reports 
of the CAG office earlier not once but 
many times. These reports have already 
received wide publicity while he was in 
office but perhaps the hunger for publicity 
was not sufficiently satiated, satisfied so 
that allegations are made all over again 
incidentally. It is very important to 
remember that similar, indeed identical 
allegations were made about Prime 
Ministerial awareness and complicity, 
about the then Finance Minister’s 
awareness and complicity or knowledge 
or participation and they were made by 
applications both to the Special Judge and 
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the Supreme Court e.g. Mr. Subramaniam 
Swamy again and again asked for the 
Finance Minister to be joint. There was 
also big issue about issuing notices to the 
Prime Minister. Now what is important is 
that all those attempts were rejected not 
entertained both by the Supreme Court or 
and by the Special CBI Court. No relief was 
given. All that the former CAG is doing 
now is simply to repeat subjectively his 
own opinion what was tried in open court 
and rejected. Perhaps he considers himself 
better informed, more judicious and more 
balanced with superior knowledge than 
the properly constituted judicial system 
of this country. Thirdly, strangely and 
perhaps not so strangely, the former CAG 
has no time or inclination to talk about the 
very damning reports of the CAG’s office 
- the CAG Gujarat’s office - in the recent 
past during Mr. Rai’s tenure on Gujarat on 
Prime Minister Modi and his government. 
The selective amnesia of Mr. Rai - when he 
does not remember or talk in any interview 
or even in his forthcoming book about the 
severe strictures passed by the CAG office 
on Mr. Modi and his government during 
the Chief Ministership of Gujarat, I think 
it tells its own tale and reveals its own story 
and just to digress for a minute and remind 
you that in those days we had pointed out 
and you had noted down that of the many 
things which the CAG report on Gujarat 
said it pointed out that there are more than 
Rs. 25,000 crore of disputed transactions in 
the Gujarat accounts. This is all Mr. Modi’s 
Gujarat’s account during his time. They 
said that the government’s claim of revenue 
of Rs. 5,500 crore during 2012-13 - just last 
to last year  was highly over stated - I am 
quoting from the CAG report itself Mr. Rai 
never once again talked about it in many 
of his interviews the fact that cheques 
worth Rs. 2,667 crores were not encashed 
at all. The fact and most importantly that 
the debt burden of Gujarat rose from Rs. 
50,000 crore for decades before that during 
Mr. Modi’s time to Rs. 1.60 lakh crore  
three and a quarter times - in 2012-13. 
Friday, 12th September, 2014.

doWNFAll oF bJP  
IN bY-eleCTIoNS

Spokesperson  Dr. Shakeel Ahmad: He 
said that today’s briefing is like a special 
briefing and the reason is quite clear. 

Today, the result of 33 Vidhan Sabha by-
elections has come and my friends from 
the media would not have expected to be 
like this. That is why we have called you 
all so that we can give you our reaction.

These results, we feel, is definitely a good 
result for the Congress Party and the 
country as well and for those parties 
who won these elections. This is a bad 
indication for the BJP and their policies 
which the people have rejected.

The results are definitely a good indication 
for the Congress Party at winning three of 
the four seats in Rajasthan where we had 
last all the Lok Sabha seats, and all the four 
seats were of the BJP and won six of the 
nine seats that went to election in other 
states. The day is also important as Shri 
Narendra Modi has gone to Gujarat after 
becoming the Prime Minister and he may 
have not received this good news.

Certainly, in Uttar Pradesh, the results 
were not to our expectation but one thing 
is true that the people of UP has rejected 
the party which has a policy of spreading 
ill feeling and poison in the hearts of 
the people and the society. I feel that the 
people have rejected those BJP leaders 
who were given the election campaign 
responsibility in Uttar Pradesh.

Maybe, this is the first govt. against whom 
the anti-incumbency factor has been 
witnessed within 100 days. Be-election 
were held on 54 Vidhan Sabha seats after 
Shri Modi became the Prime Minister, 
the BJP were leading in 42 seats but they 
lost their grip in half of it, that is, they 
only have 21 seats. Today’s result of 33 
Vidhan Sabha be-election seats, the grip 
of BJP has renowned down to just 13 seats 
of then and they now have 13 seats. The 
voters have indicated that they are not 
satisfied with their policies. Tuesday, 16 
September, 2014.

deFeNCe AGReeMeNT
Spokesperson  Shri Anand Sharma: He 
said that the global strategic partnership 
between the two countries i.e. India and 
Japan was defined and signed in the year 
2008 between Japanese Prime Minister and 
our then Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and the first defence agreement 
between Japan and India was signed.

Now again in the case of China, it was in 
the year 2005 when the guiding principles 
for the conduct of relations to engage in 
serious negotiations for the settlement 
of the border or the demarcation of 
the border and to maintain peace and 
tranquillity on India’s and China’s borders 
and along with LoC was signed when 
the then Chinese Prime Minister have 
come to India for the state level visit and 
summit talks with the Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh. Why we feel that 
there is a need to underscore this in 
advance so that through you the people 
of India are kept fully informed and the 
word of caution for the drum beaters and 
the propagandists of the Prime Minister 
and the BJP that they should stop saying 
repeatedly that this is happening for the 
first time in India.

Shr i  Anand Sharma said that  the 
market access for the Indian businesses 
particularly in the identified and agreed 
sector to lower the trade deficit will be 
concluded tomorrow and our good wishes 
to both the President of China and the 
Prime Minister of India for doing that. 
Another important thing to be borne in 
mind, as I referred to the 2005 guiding 
principles and the maintenance of peace 
and tranquillity on the border, we hope 
that this will be adequately underscored 
and in all seriousness through the Special 
Representatives - India has yet to name 
its Special Representative though the 
Chinese President is on Indian soil.   We 
hope that India and China after this visit 
will restart or reactivate the talks between 
the Special Representatives with the very 
clear mandate from the government to 
take these forward for the final settlement 
between the two largest countries of Asia 
and two big economies. Wednesday, 17th 
September, 2014.

UNACCePTAble INCIdeNTS
Spokesperson Shri Abhishek Singhvi:  
He said in the national effort on foreign 
affairs the primary focus is India has to be 
India and the Congress Party has always 
stood for that but in the context of the 
recently concluded Chinese President’s 
visit, we are forced to say that all the 
good nice words, all the symbolism, all 
the imagery is on one side and concrete 
things happening in India on Indian soil 
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stand on the other. It is regrettable that 
brazenly, blatantly insolently while noises 
of the right kind are made at one end of 
India, at the other end of India, there were 
incursions, intrusions, and infiltrations 
right under the very nose as the two top 
leaders talk to each other. This is absolutely 
unsupportable, unacceptable and we must 
make it absolutely clear beyond doubt that 
for Indian sovereignty, Indian self-respect, 
Indian ethos and Indian approach to 
foreign policy, this is unacceptable. What 
is even more unacceptable is that despite 
a consistency of these events happening 
and there is this consistency and continuity 
even if you look at only post May 2014 
till now. Despite this consistency and 
continuity of these absolutely unacceptable 
incidents, the Prime Minister has not 
clarified or spoken to the nation or given 
a statement in any form in any manner. 

There is another interesting and very 
sad aspect to the Chinese issue. I will be 
briefing on this but this is very-very serious 
and important. I have distributed and most 
of you would have it - a short bunch of 
papers 3/4 papers. Now I want to make it 
simple - turn to the Enclosure I. We have 
marked very roughly for your convenience 
‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ on enclosure ‘I’. This ‘A’, ‘B’ 
and ‘C’ - ‘A’ stands for Arunachal Pradesh; 
‘B’ stands for Aksai Chin and ‘C’ for a large 
part of J&K. So that is point 1  now having 
located these three areas, please note this 
is the map distributed by the Additional 
Chief Secretary of Gujarat Mr. Pandian at 
his Press Conference on 17th Sept 2014 at 
Hotel Hyat in Gujarat in Ahmedabad and 
this was shown in these three ‘A’, ‘B’ and 
‘C’ - you will see clearly that Arunachal 
Pradesh ‘A’ in the map distributed by the 
constitutional functionary Addl. Chief 
Secretary of Gujarat is shown in dotted 
lines clearly as a disputed territory, 
please mark that the main lines are clear, 

Arunachal Pradesh is dotted, it is more 
like a disputed territory. Aksai Chin which 
is ‘B’ is shown fully as Chinese territory  
white and J&K next to ‘B’ i.e. ‘C’ is again 
shown in dotted lines. Now I have two or 
three questions actually that we will be 
clear with you - these are maps distributed 
and the maps carry the description which 
was distributed by the Gujarat government 
- Gujarati is on top the translation is by us 
which give you the details.

No problem on the translation. The point I 
making is two-three fold.  Point No. 1- it is 
a distribution by the Addl. Chief Secretary 
- Point No. 2 - it is a distribution of map 
which show clearly Arunachal Pradesh as 
disputed territory because it is in faded 
dots - Aksai Chin is full Chinese territory 
and J&K as again more faded dots just 
like Arunachal Pradesh. Monday, 22nd 
September, 2014.

FRUITFUl ReSUlT oF oUR 
PlANNING

Spokesperson Shri Anand Sharma: He said 
that the media said that it was a happy 
accession today for the nation because of 
our space scientists India has because the 
first country to place its satellite in the in 
the on bit of Mars without any problem. 
This is a historic achievement. If we see 
the work of our space scientists in the 
post couple of years then we would see 
that the achievements. In the year 2008, 
India become the first country to place ten 
satellites in 1000 seconds; It took two years 
since 2008 to make Chandrayan which was 
sent to Mars and which was successfully 
placed in the orbit of Mars today and 
we praise and thank the first Prime 
Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for his 

foresightedness for creating institutions 
like Indian Institute of Space Science, 
Indian Institute of Nuclear Science, Indian 
Institute of Science and the IIMs. It would 
have been much appreciated if Prime 
Minister Modi would have remembered 
him for gifting such Institutions to India 
which has brought fame to the country 
and the world. This is the fruit of their long 
planning and the polices which were taken 
ahead by the Congress Party.

As I have said that we are proud of 
our Scientists in ISRO and all those 
technologists who are responsible for 
this historic achievement making India 
the first country in the world to reach 
Mars in the maiden attempt without any 
hindrance. The other three countries who 
have been able to achieve that but did not 
do it in the maiden attempt and that is 
why it is more creditable and this country 
salutes the space Scientists. The Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji, former 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
Ji, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi Ji they have all congratulated the 
Scientists in ISRO for this landmark and its 
great accomplishments. I would just like to 
and one sentence that this also showcases 
India’s technological and engineering 
prowess. That is something which is very 
special.

Shri Anand Sharma on behalf of the 
Congress Party expressed his deep 
condolences to the members of the 
bereaved families who lost their near 
and dear ones in a tragic bus accident in 
Himachal Pradesh today. We hope that the 
local administration will reach all possible 
help and relief to the affected people. 
Wednesday, 24 September, 2014
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RAhuL gAnDhI vIsITED ThE CyCLOnE huDhuD AffECTED 
AREAs In ODIshA
The Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi visited 

Koraput district of  Odisha on 20th October, 2014 to take 
stock of areas affected by cyclone Hudhud.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said the party would mount pressure on the 
Centre to ensure maximum and quick assistance to farmers hit 
hard by cyclone Hudhud in South Odisha.  “I have come here to 
get a first hand account of the damage caused by the cyclone and 
learn about the plight and sufferings of farmers whose crops were 
ruined,” Shri Gandhi said during an interaction with cyclone-hit 
farmers at Jeypore.

Describing farmers as the backbone of economy, the AICC Vice 
President said the peasants had suffered maximum loss due to the 

cyclone and Congress would fight for them and put pressure and 
ensure maximum assistance from the Centre. According to PCC 
President Shri Jayadev Jena apart from interacting with farmers at 
Jeypore, Shri Rahul Gandhi also visited cyclone-hit Pottangi and 
Laxmipur areas.

Earlier Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said in message 
“My thoughts and prayers are with the people of Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh especially Visakhapatnam who have borne the 
brunt of cyclone Hudhud. I hope rescue and relief operations reach 
those in need and essential services are restored at the earliest. I 
appeal to all Congress workers to extend all possible help to the 
authorities to bring relief to people.” v
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