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The unprecedented fury of floods faced by the people of Jammu and Kashmir is nothing 
short of a disaster. Congress gave a call to the Government to declare this tragedy as a 
National Calamity. It has caused great loss of lives and destruction of property which is 

causing great distress to the people of the state. Over 250 people have lost their lives and more 
than four lac people have been rendered homeless. No one has control over the vagaries of nature 
but such incidents display the helplessness of humanity against the force of nature. Congress 
President, Smt Sonia Gandhi expressed her grave concern over the calamitous situation. She was 
concerned over the alarming loss of life, public infrastructure and private properties in the state. 
The Congress President was all praise for our armed forces whose personnel have been carrying 
out rescue operations without fear of their own lives and welfare. The Congress has appealed to the 
Government to spare no effort in ensuring that the needs of the affected people including shelter, 
medical care, clothes and food are met. She is keeping a complete watch on the situation and has 
constituted a Committee consisting of senior Congressmen to participate in the relief operations.

The process of elections to the assemblies has begun .The assemblies of Haryana and Maharashtra 
go for election in October. The Congress has the Government in both these places and is confident 
of being voted back to power based on the performance of its state Governments. The BJP is 
surely demoralized after seeing the results of the bye elections. In most of the seats election was 
called on seats vacated by the BJP due to their members having got elected to the Lok Sabha. The 
results of the election should be an eye opener to the ruling party which will have to acknowledge 
that the people have now seen through their subterfuge and the reality is not so acceptable to the 
voters. In most places BJP had shown great results in the General Elections held earlier this year. 
In Gujarat one of the assembly seats won by the Congress is from the Parliamentary seat vacated 
by the Prime Minister Modi. In Rajasthan where the BJP had a clean sweep in the Lok Sabha the 
Congress has won 3 out of the 4 seats which went to polls. There is a BJP Government in Rajasthan 
with a massive majority. Boasting that they would have a clean sweep in the 11 seats which went 
to polls in UP they could only manage 3 seats. This is an indication of the true current position 
of the BJP in the eyes of the people. It is unfortunate that the country has a government which 
believes it can keep on hoodwinking the people of the nation by making loud speeches and false 
promises. The Congress is enthused and is working hard to retain their two Governments. The 
BJP is largely fighting elections at least in Haryana on the basis of turncoats from other parties. 
There are no Cadres of the BJP in many areas and the so called wave came and ebbed. Haryana 
is way ahead in performance parameters than the much touted Gujarat. The Congress leadership 
has given a call for all Congressmen to fight united and restore the glory of the party. Communal 
forces would not be allowed to raise their heads and destroy the basic social fabric of the country.

The nation remembers its stalwart and a great educationist Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan the 
second president of India. Born 126 years ago, his birthday is celebrated in the country as the 
teachers’ day. Known for his high principles and high dignity, he lent nobility and moral authority 
to all offices which he held.

We also remember the former Congress President Dadabhai Naoroji on his 189th birth anniversary. 
He was elected Congress President on two terms. He was highly qualified and one of the eminent 
economist of his time. He was popularly known as the Grand Old Man of India and was the father 
of Indian Nationalism.

We also remember on her death anniversary on 20th September. Annie Beasant who became the 
first woman to be elected the President of the Indian National Congress. She was a prominent 
British socialist and women’s rights activist. She helped to launch the Home Rule League to 
campaign for democracy in India. v
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100 days of the BJP rule are over. During and before the polls the BJP and 
especially the Prime Minister Modi had made firm commitments for targets 
to be achieved in the first hundred days of his Government. Prices were to be 
brought down to affordable levels, Inflation was to be reduced, All the black 
Money of Indians in overseas banks was to be brought back, Budget was to 
set the road map for the next ten years of the direction and the new thrust 
for boosting the economy. Women’s security was to be the first priority of the 
new Government.

100 days came and went. But nothing happened. Prices continued to rise. 
Inflation remained at the level the UPA managed in the first quarter of 2014. 
No new initiative was visible in the matter of black money. More than 600 
incidents happened of communal violence. Venom was spread to bring 
about a divide between communities while the Prime Minister and his senior 
leadership remained and continue to remains mute spectators. The Budget was 
a continuation of the exercise carried out by UPA earlier this year. The Prime 
Minister and his office have been very busy in changing the nomenclature of 
the development projects set forth by the UPA. This incidentally has occupied 
most of the time of the NDA Government led by BJP in the first 100 days. 
The borders of the country have been disturbed with both our neighbors 
carrying out intrusions and continuous cross border firing. The part time 
Defence Minister has no statement to make about how this problem is going 
to be tackled. 

‘Acche Din’ came for the BJP which got a massive mandate and formed a 
government .The 100 days passed away like a damp squib and now the Acche 
Din are already gone for the BJP. People cannot be fooled by election type 
promises after a Government has been mandated. There are no results in these 
100 days and people are already having second thoughts about the Government 
that has been elected only on tall promises.
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CP’s VISIT

SOnIA GAnDhI TARGETS  
MODI GOvT DuRInG hER vISIT TO RAEbARELI

Raebareli: Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi on 1st September, 2014 visited her 
parliament constituency Raebareli in Uttar 
Pradesh and assured the people that she 

would take up their problems regarding 
poor supply of power and drinking water 
with Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh 
Yadav. 

“I have been apprised of the problems of 
power and water supply wherever I have 
visited earlier today (Monday), and I will 
take it up with Chief Minister Akhilesh 
Yadav,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi, who is 
on a two-day visit to her constituency. At 
Faridpur village in Harchandpur Block, 
the Congress President dedicated to the 
people roads constructed under Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) and 
some other schemes including a “Baraat 
Ghar” (marriage hall) at Harchandpur and 
Bakuliha blocks.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, who arrived at the 
Fursatganj airport on 1st September, 2014 
morning, also met with ITI workers at the 
factory gate. The employees complained to 
her that they had not received their salaries 
for the past four months. She promised 
to take up their issue with the concerned 
authorities. The Congress President, to 
a question by some reporters on the 
completion of 100 days of the Narendra 
Modi government outside the Jai Ma 
Anandi Devi temple in Bheetar Gaon where 
she had gone for darshans, responded the 
“people will give a reply to whether prices 
(of essential commodities) have gone down 
or not”. 

At Rehwa village, women complained to her 
about power and water woes, and absence 
of doctors at the newly opened Primary 
Health Centre in the area. Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi also visited the house of Shambhu 
Sharan Diwedi Bandhu, a litterateur who 
died recently, to pay her condolences to his 
family members. v
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J&K FloodS

New delhi: The fury of nature in the form 
of heavy rains and floods has left Jammu and 
Kashmir ravaged and badly inundated. The 
valley has been totally cut-off by the rest of 
the county.

The Congress president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has shown her concern at the flood which 
has taken a large toll of lives and property 
as most of the area was submerged in water. 
More than 250 people have lost their lives 
and more than four lakh people have been 
rendered homeless.

The Congress President thanked and praised 
the Armed Forces who despite risk to their 
own lives were involved in rescue operations 
and were providing shelter, medicines and 
food and drinking water to the affected 
families.

In a message Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has expressed her grave concern 
towards the calamitous situation arising out 
of floods in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Worried over the alarming loss of life, public 
infrastructure and private properties in 
the State, Smt. Gandhi has appealed to the 
Government and concerned authorities to 
ensure every effort at prevention, relief and 
rehabilitation, she is in constant touch with 
the leaders of the Congress Party in the 
state, with regards to the ground situation 
in the area.

Declare Jammu & Kashmir’s floods 
as national Calamity: Azad
Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad and the state 
Congress have demanded that the situation 
in J&K be declared a ‘National Calamity’ 
and the Congress President expressed 
the hope that Government of India will 
take necessary steps for the same. She has 
conveyed her condolences to the family 

SOnIA GAnDhI ExpRESSES hER COnCERn AT 
ThE fLOOD fuRy In J&K, LOSS Of LIfE

members and friends of those who have lost 
their near ones and prayed that the missing 
are safe and are located soon.

Smt. Gandhi has also conveyed gratitude 
towards the constant efforts of the armed 
and para-military forces who have been 
toiling hard to provide relief and succor in 
the affected area.

Relief measures for J&K floods 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
is in constant touch with the AICC on 
the situation in flood affected Jammu and 
Kashmir and the relief measures thereof. 
As declared earlier, Smt. Gandhi who is out 
of the country for a week with regards to a 
medical check-up, has set up a committee 
comprising Shri Saiffudin Soz and Shri 
Ghulam Nabi Azad among others, to be 
coordinated by Smt. Ambika Soni, General 
Secretary, AICC.

Smt. Gandhi has also instructed Congress 
Chief Ministers to contribute with all means 

to the relief and rehabilitation efforts in the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir. Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi has 
appealed to all Youth Congress, NSUI 
and Seva Dal volunteers to contribute and 
participate in the relief works. He also sent 
his condolences to the families who have 
lost their loved ones, and those who have 
been displaced from their homes due to the 
terrible floods in J&K. In a message he said, 
“I am grateful to the brave men and women 
of our armed forces and paramilitary 
forces who are risking their own lives to 
provide relief to the people. I appeal to the 
authorities to ensure that relief and rescue 
operations reach those in need swiftly. My 
prayers are with the people of J&K.”

Shri Moti Lal Vora, Shri Ahmed Patel, Shri 
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Smt. Ambika Soni 
met in the AICC to oversee the relief and 
rehabilitation work.

After visiting the flood hit areas in Jammu 
and Srinagar cities and in view of the huge 
loss of lives and unprecedented disruption of 
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J&K FloodS

RELIEf COMMITTEE fOR J&K fLOODS 
New delhi: In view of the devastating floods in J&K which have 
caused great loss to life, property and infrastructure. The Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed her anguish and deep 
concern for those who have suffered in the State. The Congress 
President has approved of setting up of the following relief 
committee for the State of J&K:-
1. Shri Saiffuddin Soz, President, J&K PCC
2. Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, Leader of the Opposition, (RS)
3. Mohd. Sharif Niaz, Dy. CLP Leader, J&K
4. Shri Tara Chand .Deputy C.M., J&K
5. Shri Taj Mohiuddin, Minister J&K
6. Shri Peerzada Md.. Sayeed, Minister, J&K
7. Shri Ghulam Ahmed Mir, Minister J&K
8. Shri Rigzin Zora, Minister J&K
9. Shri Shyam Lal Sharma, Minister J&K
10.  Shri Raman Bhalla, Minister J&K
11.  Shri Majid Wani, Minister J&K
12.   Shri Manohar L, Sharma, MoS J&K
13. Ch, Aijaz Ahmad Khan, MoS J&K
14. Shri Vikas Rasool Wani, MoS J&K
15.  Shri Madan Lal Sharma, Ex. M.P. J&K
16.  Shri Krishan Amla, Treasurer PCC J&K
17.  Srhi Rigzin Spalbar, Chairman, AHDC, Leh
18.  Shri Asgar Ali Karbalai , Chairman, AHDC, Kargil
19.  Shri Choudhary Shahnawaz,, President Y.C., J&K
20.  Shri Neeraj Kundal, N.S.U.I President, J&K
21.  Smt. Indu Pawar, President, Mahila Congress, J&K
22.  Ms. Samima Raina, Vice President, Mahila Congress J&K
23.  Ms. Tamanna (Sewadal)
24.  Shri Shabir Ahmed Khan, MLA J&K
25.  Shri Ashok Sharma, Ex. MLA J&K
26.  Shri Jehangir Hussain Mir, MLC J&K (Pooch)
27.  Ch. Mohd Aslam Gani, Doda, Ex-Advocate General
28. Shri Mohd. Muzaffar Parrey, MLC J&K
29.  Shri Bashir Ahmed Magrey, MLC J&K
30.  Shri Ghulam Nabi Monga, MLC J&K
31.  Shri Abdul Gani Wakil, Ex. Minister J&K
32.  Shri Mohd. Amin Bhat, Ex. MLC J&K
33.  Shri Chuni Lal Bhat, Gen. Secy. J&K PCC
34.  Shri Hilal Shah, (South Kashmir)
35.  Shri Anil Chopra, (Jammu)
36.  Choudhary Tassdied (Rajouri)
37. Shri Arvinder Singh “Micky”
38. Shri Ravinder Sharma, MLC
39. Dr. Ramesh, Ex. Min. J&K
40. Shri Haji Nissar, Ex. Minister 
41. Shri Usman majid, Ex. Minister
42.  Shri Vinod Sharma
43.  Shri Anwar Bhatt
44.  Smt. Khemlata Wakhloo
45.  Smt. Swaran Lata
46.  Smt. Kanta Bhan
47.  All MLAs, ex. MLAs, MLCs, & ex. MLCs & all DCC Presidents
Smt. Ambika Soni, Incharge - General Secretary, J&K will co-
ordinate.

public infrastructure and private properties due to incessant rains 
and massive floods that have engulfed the entire State of Jammu & 
Kashmir for the last four days, Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, Leader of 
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha and Former Chief Minister of J&K, 
deemed it necessary and appropriate to apprise the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister about the catastrophic situation which the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir is in. Accordingly, Shri Azad spoke to the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister from Srinagar on 6th September, 2014.

Seeking personal indulgence of the Hon’ble Prime Minister in 
view of the very grave and grim situation prevailing in the entire 
State, Shri Azad requested him to declare the large scale and 
unprecedented devastation that has occurred in the State as a 
‘National Calamity’.

It is important to mention that extensive and large scale damage of 
unprecedented proportions has occurred to public infrastructure, 
like roads, bridges, drinking water systems, power distribution 
systems etc. and private properties like houses, shops, vehicles, 
live-stock etc. The devastation has engulfed the entire State from 
Kathua to Leh, including Samba, Jammu, Srinagar, Baramulla, and 
it is beyond the capacity and resources of the State Government to 
meet the challenges of the situation.

Shri Azad requested the Hon’ble Prime Minister to immediately 
place funds at the disposal of the State Government, so that the 
rescue, relief and rehabilitation operations are carried out in an 
effective and co-ordinated manner.

While appreciating the role of Armed Forces, in coming to the 
support of State Governments in disaster situations like the current 
one, Shri Azad sought immediate pressing into service of Air Force 
and Army on the analogy of Uttarakhand disaster, so that stranded 
people are shifted to safer places more efficiently and effectively. v
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VICE PRESIdENT’S VISIT

Amethi: The Prime Minister is playing the drums in Japan, while 
at home, a power crisis and rising prices are plaguing the nation, 
said Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi. “100 days of this 
government are over… it has forgotten its promises,” he said alleging 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi government has renegued on 
pledges to tackle corruption and other issues.

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s comments were made in his constituency of 
Amethi on September 4, 2014, where he faced tough questions from 
residents about long power cuts.

STOp DRuMMInG In JApAn, 
fOCuS On hOME AffAIRS, 
SAyS RAhuL GAnDhI TO pM 
nAREnDRA MODI
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Introduction: The Lok Sabha Elections, 2014
In the 2014 General elections, the people of India were asked 
to choose between two political parties and ideologies that are 
diametrically opposed to each other. One was our own Indian 
National Congress, a party that has at the core the unity of all 
Indians. A party that made sacrifices for the freedom of India, 
administered economic and social development, laid the foundation 
of a modern India with a firm commitment to the values and 
traditions of our civilization. On the other side was the BJP, a Party 
with a parochial outlook, which believes in social division on the 
lines of caste, religion and sect, which is damaging the very core of 
the Indian civilization. But they did this with a difference this time. 
They projected Narendra Modi as their Prime Ministerial candidate, 
who sought the trust of the people and asked for a 60-month 
mandate to rid India of all problems and made the development 
of India his core campaign issue. He assumed the role of a dream 
merchant and sold false dreams. The people of India trusted him 
and the BJP won 282 seats while the Congress got 44 seats. 

Having accepted the verdict with humility, it is time to bring before 
the people the reality of the performance of the first 100 days for 
the BJP Government. They misled the country by selling dreams 
of impossible development in a short period of time the aim was 
nothing but to capture power at any cost. 

The BJP got 17 Crore votes & the Congress got close to 11 Crore 
votes in the elections. The difference of votes between the two 
parties does not reflect the change of the traditional Indian liberal 
mindset, as the BJP is seeking to portray. The BJP has lost most of 
the bye-elections in all regions in India to the Congress and other 
opposition parties after their victory in the Lok Sabha elections. 
This is a significant trend that cannot be ignored, and will surely 
gather momentum with the unmasking of the BJP. 

It is time to take stock of the performance of 100 days of ModiSarkar.

100 Days of Modi/NDA Government
1. The major issues on which BJP contested the 2014 elections were: 

Price Rise, violations and firing on the Border with Pakistan 
and China and corruption. It made false and tall promises with 
regards to these issues and created a media hype that led to people 
voting for them.

2. It created an atmosphere of sectarian, communal and caste 
based hatred. Spent huge money on elections and successfully 

MODI GOvERnMEnT:
ThE TRuTh Of bJp GOvERnMEnT

100 DAyS Of MISRuLE

spread misinformation about the mirage of a “Gujarat model of 
development”.

3. It seems that the BJP continues to be in pre-election mode even 
today. While nothing concrete has been done during the last 
more than 3 months, it has done everything to take credits for the 
job done by the UPA regime. Be it the inauguration of a railway 
line to Vaishno Devi, power plant in Ranchi, commissioning 
of warships in the Navy, satellite launches or AADHAAR 
linked opening of bank accounts, the Government till now has 
only inaugurated and cut ribbons of projects of the previous 
government. The effort of the government in taking credits for 
an improved GDP growth rate, especially in the quarter between 
April 1  June 30, 2014 is nothing but misleading.

Modi Government’s Performance in the first 100 days (MAY 26  
SEPTEMBER 3, 2014): AN ANALYSIS 
Bahut Hui Mehngai Ki Maar, Abki Baar Modi Sarkar
1. The BJP &Shri Modi had promised if they form the government, 

the prices of essential commodities will immediately come 
down. They had said that the responsibility for bringing the 
prices down was that of the Central Government & not that of 
the State Governments. At an election rally in Mandla, Madhya 
Pradesh held on 28th March, 2014 Shri Modi said “Not a single 
Congress leader is willing to answer or talk about rising prices”. 
Similarly at another rally held in Sujanpur, Himachal Pradesh 
on 16th February, 2014, accusing the Congress Shri Modi said 
“The (central) government promised to reduce price rise within 
100 days. Have the high prices come down?”

2. Have the prices come down? How can one forget that soon after 
BJP came to power the people had to buy tomatoes at the price 
higher than petrol? The Government data itself shows that Food 
Inflation rose to 9.36% in July from a low of 7.90% in June.

3. The Government has done nothing to address Diesel driven 
inflation (impacting freight, transportation and use in 
agricultural implements), while on the other had the price of 
this fuel has been increased on 4 occasions since BJP came to 
power.

4. Without shunning your responsibility Mr. Prime Minister, please 
tell the nation, when the “Achche Din” will come? Or is it that 
now that your “Achhe Din” have come, you’ve forgotten about 
the Achhe Din you promised to the people? 

ANAlYSIS
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ANAlYSIS

5. The NDA government owes an explanation to the people of 
this country on how they failed to control prices after coming 
to power. Moreover, they must apologize for fooling the people 
during their election campaign.

Hoodwinking the people in the name of Black Money
1. The BJP made a huge issue out of unsubstantiated black money 

in bank accounts during the elections. It falsely charged the then 
Government of not initiating steps to get it back. The amount 
of this black money, alleged by the BJP, kept increasing by the 
day & reached a staggering Rs.85 Lac Crore, first and then Baba 
Ramdev tweeted on 21.5.2012 estimating the Black Money to Rs. 
400 lakh Crore!!! 85 Lakh Crore is equal to 5 times the annual 
budget of India and 400 Lakh Crore would be equal to our Budget 
for 25 years.

2. Promising on this false premise the Home Minister Shri Rajnath 
Singh on 17th April, 2014 while campaigning in Maharashtra, 
Palghar gave a deadline of 100 days to bring black money back, 
after coming to power. Shri Modi in his “Chai Pe Charcha” event 
gave a “personal commitment” to bring this black money back 
“by forming a task force and amending legislation” and promised 
to “distribute the money amongst honest tax payers”. 

3. Even after more than a 100 days of Modi Sarkar and more than 
a 115 days after the elections, one wonders where is the Black 
Money and what happened to the promises of getting it back?

4. In an absolute U-turn, on 23rd June, 2014 the Shri Arun Jaitley 
went on record stating that no time frame can be given for 
recovering this alleged black money.

5. Similarly on 24th July, 2014 some BJP MPs on the floor of the 
house said on record that black money cannot be brought back-
not at least in their lifetime.

6. Realizing that they had spun a huge lie and therefore were unable 
to get this supposed black money back, the BJP has even stopped 
talking about this now. The 31% Indian voters, who cast their 
vote for them, deserve to get an answer from the Government. 

100 days-100 Ceasefire Violations

“Saugandh Mujhe iss Mitti ki main Desh nahin jhukne dunga”
1. “The UPA government cannot provide security to the nation; it 

is neck deep in vote-bank politics,”  Narendra Modi August, 11, 
2013  Hyderabad Rally

2. At the same rally Mr. Modisaid,”BharatkeVidesh Mantriko China 
Jaakar China ke harkaton ke khilaf awaaz uthani chaihye thi, 
ankhen lal karke China ko samjhanaa chahiye tha ….”.

3. On 26th August, 2014 the DG, BSF revealed that violations and 
firings on the Line of Control during the past three months has 
been the maximum since 1971. Modi Ji isn’t it strange that while 
our soldiers on the Border are facing bullets you’re indulging in 
mango diplomacy with Pakistan!

4. While China continued to walk into Indian Territory at will, a 
shocking statement was made by the Government that China has 
made no intrusion in Indian Territory during the past 5 years. 
This was one of the main electoral planks of BJP in the election 
in their attempt to portray the UPA as a weak Government. Is the 
government giving legitimacy to the Chinese? Did the electorate 

vote for a Government that could not protect the territorial 
integrity of India and is now seeking to legitimize Chinese claims 
over Indian Territory.

5. Pakistan has indulged in heavy unprovoked shelling and firing, 
resulting in the death of Jawans and civilians in large numbers. 
It has led to displacement of thousands of people in the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir along the border.

6. It is to be noted that while all this turbulence is taking place, 
India continues to have a part time Defence Minister. Doesn’t 
this reflect complete lack of talent and non-seriousness on the 
part of the Government? 

Sectarian and divisive politics and the PM’s double speak 
1. Our great constitution describes India, which is Bharat, as a 

sovereign, secular, socialist and democratic republic. It is a nation 
of multiple ethnicities, religions, cultures, numerous castes and 
tribes. All our people follow their own practices and we have had 
a rich history of co-existence without interference of the Indian 
state.

2. The BJP, an off-shoot of the RSS, has accelerated its attempts to 
divide the diverse Indian society along a majoritarian & sectarian 
ideology. India had rejected this concept, unlike Pakistan which 
was formed on the basis of an intolerant Two Nation Theory.

3. Shri Modi in his Independence Day speech urged the nation to 
keep away from divisive issues for a period of ten years for the 
sake of development and unity of the country. The immediate 
result of this is that the BJP has appointed Yogi Adityanath 
,Shri Sangeet Som, and Shri Suresh Rana to look after the BJP 
campaign for the bye-elections in U.P. in September 2014.  These 
three men are the icons for spreading hatred - most responsible 
for spreading communal and sectarian polarization in Uttar 
Pradesh. Does Shri Modi intend to put an end to sectarian 
politics by using the services of such people?

4.  There have been more than 600 riots in the past 100 days. 400 
riots were in and around constituencies where bye-elections in 
Uttar Pradesh were held. Non-issues like ‘Love-Jehad’, ‘Forcible 
Conversions’ are being pushed deliberately in the media space 
and public domain to create mutual fear and distrust amongst 
communities with the sole aim of polarizing voters for political 
gains.

Bahut hua Naari pe Vaar, abki baar Modi Sarkar
1. After having pitched the slogan of “Bahut hua nari par vaar, abki 

baar Modi sarkar”, Mr. Modi went on to include a rape accused 
in his Council of Ministers. Repeated pleas by the rape victim 
to meet the Prime Minister and Home Minister went unheeded. 
The son of the Railway Minister is evading arrest on charges of 
Rape. Is this the respect and dignity that the PM had promised 
to the women of India?

2. Even as incidents of rape spiraled across the country, especially in 
BJP ruled states of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Gujarat, the 
Prime Minister’s colleagues in the Government, Shri Arun Jaitley, 
Shri Babu Lal Gaur and Shri Ramsewak Paikra (Law Minister, 
Govt. of Chhattisgarh) came out with one insensitive statement 
after another. All trivialized rape and insulted women. The 
response of the Prime Minister to all this has been a   resounding 
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silence.

3. Shri Modi promised amongst his policies less government, more 
governance, return of black money, reducing prices of essential 
commodities that affect the daily life of the poor and  security 
and  dignity of women.

4. Does this government have any coherent policy on even one of 
these issues? 

Ameero aur Udyogpatiyon ki Sarkar
The Government has failed to deliver on its slogan of “SabkaSaath, 
SabkaVikas”
1. Mr. Prime Minister, the country does not run on opportunism, 

favouritism, crony capitalism and lack of application of thought 
and mind. It is not run by parctising, communal & sectarian 
disharmony and exclusive development only for a few and  
keeping the underprivileged out of their rightful share in the 
development of the country. A nation in conflict with itself 
cannot succeed in economic progress. 

2. The country is still waiting for coherent, honest & practical 
policies and not merely sloganeering on reducing poverty, 
reducing inflation & price rise. A solid policy on manufacturing 
& industrialization- without land grabbing of the farmers  
andadivasis by the rich for mining barons. It needs a road map 
for increased agricultural production, details about smart cities, 
educational modernization, transparent governance, reducing 
corruption, foreign policy, a geopolitical doctrine and a long 
termdefence policy. 

Minimum Governance, Minimum talent, Maximum Distrust
1. This is a government of inexperienced people, bereft of any 

talent, For Example: The country’s part-time Defence Minister 
is entrusted with responsibilities of managing security at the 
border, modernization of the armed forces and looking after their 
welfare. The Defence minister is responsible for the security of 
the country and the seriousness and callousness with which this 
government has dealt the portfolio it speaks volumes about the 
talent in the cabinet. 

2. Stature of Ministers reduced to that of ciphers. Complete 
centralization of power in the hands of one man  Mr. Modi, even 
though in a parliamentary democracy, the PM is the first amongst 
equals. This is the same Mr. Modi who earlier talked of complete 
decentralization and strengthening the federal structure and a 
consensual work culture.

3. Attempts to polarize the Civil Services. The senior Staff of 
ministers like Private Secretaries & Officers on Special Duty are 
acting more like intelligence agents attached to the ministers. 
Implementing an unheard policy of no minister being permitted 
to appoint anybody on their personal staff who had worked with 
the previous government. The Civil Services are the steel frame of 
India & essentially meant to be apolitical while Mr. Modi seems 
to want a civil service committed totally to him and of particular 
political ideology.

4. PM permitting Secretary rank officers to see him directly, 
without the presence of the concerned ministers, thus reducing 
the authority of the minister.

5.  13 of the 44 Ministers (almost 1/3rd) having criminal records 
and 8 of them having serious criminal records, Unheard of in 
any government in India.

Some examples:
1. Sh. Nihal Chand Accused of Rape
2. Sh. NitinGadkari Accused of having fake Companies
3. Smt. Smriti Irani Giving fa lse  information about  

  qualifications in her electoral affidavit.
4. Ms. Uma Bharti 13 cases including two of involvement 

  in murder, given the charge of cleansing 
  the holy river Ganga.

5. Sh. Ram Vilas Paswan Charges of corruption
6. Sh. Sanjeev Baliyan Charges of Rioting

6. Allegations of bugging of Shri Nitin Gadkari’s house and those of 
4-5 other Ministers. A bugging chip was found in Mr. Gadkari’s 
bedroom. Similar was the fate of Ministers considered as rivals 
or not close to Mr. Modi.  Needless to say that there was denial 
about all these by the concerned Ministers out of fear of the 
Prime Minister.

7. Allegations of misconduct on the part of the Home Minister’s 
son. These allegations must be serious enough for the Home 
Minister, the PM and the BJP President to deny them, thus 
leading to further credibility about these mysterious charges. The 
response of both the PM and the BJP President is mysterious. 
These reports call for an enquiry, which is probably what the PM 
wanted in the first place, anticipating the outrage of the people 
about the allegations against the Home Minister, thus potentially 
further weakening the position of the Home Minister. 

8. Government denies in an affidavit to the Supreme Court, the 
allegations by Retd Chief of Army Staff, General VK Singh, 
against the present Chief of Army Staff General Suhag. VK Singh 
tweets the same night standing by his allegations. Only one of 
them can be correct/right. Either way, it shows a complete lack 
of trust between the two  the Government and the Ministers. 
Should such a minister remain in the Council of Ministers? 
Retired Gen. VK Singh, Minister of State, North East Affairs, 
(Independent Charge) and MOS, MEA and enjoys the dubious 
distinction of being the only Service Chief of Independent India 
to take the government of the day to court.

9. The External Affairs Minister accompanied PM to Bhutan on 
his first foreign visit. Not a word about her presence there, about 
her meeting with her counterpart, on her discussions on Indo-
Bhutan relations or any other official duties she performed there. 
The announcement of all decisions being attributed to Shri Modi 
alone. Why have an External Affairs Minister at all?

10. For the first time in post independent India the Home 
Minister and the concerned Minister are not part of the ACC 
(Appointments Committee of the Cabinet). Files move directly 
from DoPT to Cabinet Secretary to Minister of State to PM 
and are then sent to Home Minister only for his information. 
The most recent example is that of the PM rejecting the HM’s 
recommendation for the post of the interlocutor on talks 
with Naga rebels.  Incidentally the ACC is responsible for the 
appointment of hundreds of officials. Is this because the Prime 
Minister wants each one of these officers to remain personally 
obliged and loyal to him?

ANAlYSIS



Congress sandesh | 11 |  september 2014

ANAlYSIS

Inconsistent Foreign Policy: Some Examples
1. The foreign policy of the BJP government is opaque, directionless 

and confusing for India’s partners and all interlocutors. From an 
inconsistent stand at WTO that led to India’s isolation for the first 
time or the flip-flop with regards to talks with Pakistan or the 
inability to check ceasefire violations at the LOC, the Government 
seems to be floundering on all foreign policy fronts. India being 
absent from the SAARC Ministers meeting held in Thimpu in 
June this year and also from the Annual Summit of East Asian 
Economic Ministers summit (ASEAN + 6) in Mynamar (held in 
August, 2014) has sent a confusing and negative message. The 
Government has trivialized the importance of the presence of 
the Nation at multilateral fora, hence displaying non-seriousness 
towards foreign policy issues.

2. Countries in West Asia are not on the Radar of the Government 
anymore, because of lack of understanding of their importance. 
Thousands of Indians are still stranded in Iraq. No official 
statement has come in the past couple of weeks about what the 
Government is doing to get them back.  This lack of any policy 
on relations with Iraq and other West Asian nations is not only 
security related. The importance of the Middle Eastern nations 
for the import of Oil to India and billions of dollars that are 
repatriated to India every year by the tens of thousands of Indians 
working in West Asia, has a huge impact on India’s economy. 
This vital national interest has to be protected but seems to have 
escaped the Government’s attention.

Subversion  and weakening of Institutions
1. Half-baked ideas, without any application of mind, are 

announced by nobody less than the PM. He announced from 
the Red Fort that the Planning Commission shall be dismantled 
without announcing any alternative mechanism to undertake the 
role that the Planning Commission performed. 

2. The Government is in complete conflict with the Judiciary, 
especially because it wants the final say in the appointment of 
Judges at the cost of judicial independence. A disastrous example 
of executive encroachment by this Government, steamrolling the 
rights of the Judiciary, is the case of Mr. Gopal Subramaniam. 
Both the Chief Justice of India and the Chairman of the Law 
Commission have openly opposed the Government’s stand apart 
from several other eminent jurists opposing the Government’s 
views on Judicial reforms.

3. The PM and a member of his Cabinet, Shri Ananth Kumar had 
attacked the Congress during the election campaign that the 
grand people empowering scheme visualized and implemented 
by the UPA to a significant extent - “AADHAAR” was a sheer 
waste of thousands of crores of Government money and that 
they would scrap it if they formed the Government. Contrary to 
this, now that the BJP is ruling the country, it is implementing 
various schemes, initially conceived and implemented by the 
UPA by taking advantage of Aadhaar. They have just approved 
the fifth phase of AADHAAR costing Rs 1200 Cr. Be it the Rural 
Electrification Scheme. Housing Schemes for Rural and Urban 
Poor or Schemes for Urban Infrastructure and Rural Sanitation, 
this Government is just playing the politics of credit taking by 
renaming UPA schemes. The schemes announced by the new 
government are not game changers, but merely name changers.

4. 100 days after coming into office, taking advantage of the powers 
that the Ministry of Home Affairs possesses, the MODI Sarkar 
has not announced elections to the Delhi Assembly in-spite of 
the two Parties  INC and AAP which together have a majority in 
the Assembly, openly asking for fresh elections to be held.  Is it 
because in 100 days the Central Government has lost confidence 
in the electorate of Delhi, after the various electoral defeats that 
they have suffered in the assembly bye-elections? In the last few 
days, there have been credible reports of the Government and the 
BJP taking recourse to undemocratic and horse trading tactics to 
form a Government in Delhi instead going back to the electorate 
to seek their mandate?

5. These are merely some of the achievements of the Modi 
government in the first 100 day!!! One wonders what “Achche 
Din” lie ahead for the nation!!!

Systematic Destruction of Educational System and Institutional 
Autonomy
1. With the RSS-driven Siksha Bachao Andolan Samiti and Vidya 

Bharti becoming the guiding forces behind the government 
efforts to “reform” the education system and curriculum, the 
obscurantist agenda of the BJP to politicize education has started. 
It will result in nothing but a distortion of the curriculum which 
will lead to polluting of young minds and color the outlook of 
generations to come.

2. While the premier research institution, the Indian Council of 
Historical Research has already been compromised by appointing 
an RSS nominee as its head, the prestigious centers of excellence 
such as the IITs and the Delhi University are facing constant 
threats to their autonomy at the behest of the HRD Ministry.

These are but a few glaring examples of the BJP Government’s 
non-performance and falsehoods in the first 100 days of it being 
in office.

CONCLUSION: 
Khokhle Vaade Nikammi Sarkar
The story of the Government in the first 100 days is one of non-
performance and unfulfilled promises. The Government instead of 
concentrating on its promises of economic and social development 
made to the people, seems to be still in the election mode. It 
continues to make wild and baseless allegations on its political 
opponents on the one hand and continues to make false promises 
on the other.  The story till now is only of slogans & more slogans. 
The nation is worried at what lies in store for India for the remaining 
tenure of this Government. 

The results of all the bye elections held after the 2014 Lok Sabha 
reflect the people’s anger and rejection of BJP’s politics of hatred 
and hoodwinking. In the 54 Assembly constituencies where bye 
elections were held BJP had led in 42 constituencies in May’14 
which has now been reduced to only 21 seats.  

The Indian National Congress makes a solemn promise to 
the people of India, the mistakes and wrong doings of Modi 
Government will not go uncontested. It will make all sacrifices for 
the unity and development of the country. It will ensure that the 
balance tenure of this Government is bereft of pain for the people 
of this country. v
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The BJP captured power by making lofty promises and 
selling unrealistic dreams. The 100 days story of this 
Government has proved to be disappointing, characterized 

by non-fulfilment of promises, undermining of institutions, the 
compromising of administration and governance and promotion 
of a work culture nurtured by distrust and fear. Today, the Congress 
Party is asking the Government and the BJP to respect the mandate 
given to them by delivering on the promises they made. It is needed 
that they work sincerely towards alleviating the problems of the 
people. Instead we see them creating media hype about nonexistent 
achievements, creating electoral slogans aimed solely at perception 
management and taking credit for the schemes and initiatives of 
the previous Government by just indulging in renaming exercises. 
The past 100 days point to nothing but ‘Over promise and Under 
delivery’ on part of the Prime Minister and the Government. They 
have failed to deliver on every single issue that they had trumped 
up in the run up to the elections.  

The first 100 days only seem to be an extension of the election 
campaign. This should end immediately for Governance to 
commence. This shameless exercise of renaming and plagiarizing 
the initiatives and schemes of the UPA Government, solely for 
the purpose of taking credit should be replaced by concrete 
steps that involve actual governance rather than mere perception 
management and media manipulation.

It is time that the media and 
through it, the people of India, 
took serious stock of the work that 
their government has been doing 
and the public discourse shifts to 
actual analysis, lest a personality 
driven cult begins to take root.   
This government has been the 
epitome of double standards. 
The government’s grace period 
is over. We demand a clear road 
map for our country’s future 
socio-economic and political 
development.

The government is claiming credit 
for 5.7% GDP growth rate for the 

first quarter of the current financial year as 
one the biggest achievement in its 100 days. 
They have conveniently forgotten that the 
figures are for the first quarter (April 1- June 
30) during which they were in power only 
for 35 days.

We would like to draw the attention of the 
people and the Government to some critical 
issues so that clarity can emerge out of the 
propaganda being spun:

Untamed Food Inflation-
After having incessantly harped on rising food prices in the run up 
to the polls the BJP/Government has ensured nothing but costlier 
milk and sugar and skyrocketing prices of vegetables and fruits. It 
is appalling that the prices of tomatoes are higher than the price 
of petrol. Even if one were to ignore the prices of vegetables being 
sold by retailers, Government data itself shows that Food Inflation 
rose to 9.36% in July from the previous 7.90% in June.

The Government has done nothing to address Diesel driven 
inflation (due to freight, transportation and use in agricultural 
implements) with price of this fuel being increased 4 times. While 
the Finance Minister gives a perfunctory statement about food 
inflation being a challenge and yet not being of concern, with an 

obvious attempt at playing to the 
gallery, he refuses to pitch any 
figure for inflation in the future.

 Unprecedented escalation 
of ceasefire violations on 
our Borders-
While we have a part time Defence 
Minister and the Home Minister 
of this country plays deputy 
to his own MoS, the country 
is witnessing unprecedented 
incursions and violations across 
both our international borders 
and Line of Control with Pakistan 
and China. Pakistan has indulged 
in heavy unprovoked shelling 

CREATInG MEDIA hypE AbOuT 
nOnExISTEnT AChIEvEMEnTS AnD TAKInG 
CREDIT fOR ThE SChEMES AnD InITIATIvES 

Of ThE upA GOvERnMEnT

Anand Sharma

CoMMENT
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and firing resulting in the death of 11 Jawans and 3 civilians and 
displacement of thousands of people. Over 70 ceasefire violations 
have occurred since the new Government took over and the 
Director General, Border Security Force has said that the intensity 
of shelling and firing has been the worst since 1971.

A party and its leaders who during their election campaign faulted 
the leadership in Delhi for LoC violations went on to invite the 
Pakistan PM over shawl and saree diplomacy. The government is 
yet to explain the absence of firmness and clarity in dealing with 
Pakistan.

 Women’s insecurity emanates from the Cabinet itself 
After having the pitched the slogan of “Bahut hua nari par attyachar, 
abki baar Modi sarkar”, Shri Modi went on to include a rape accused 
in his Council of Ministers. Repeated pleas by the rape victim to 
meet the Prime Minister and Home Minister have gone unheeded.

Even as incidents of rape spiraled across the country, especially 
in BJP ruled Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Gujarat, the Prime 
Minister’s colleagues in the Government and the Party, Shri Arun 
Jaitley, Shri Babu Lal Gaur and Shri Ramsewak Paikra (Law 
Minster, Govt. of Chhattisgarh) came out with insensitive statement 
trivializing rape and insulting women. The response of the Prime 
Minister is a resounding silence.

Hoodwinking the people on bringing back black 
money-
The UPA Government had signed treaties with more than 80 
countries to facilitate the return of black money to India. The BJP 
and Shri Modi created a smokescreen and hoodwinked the people 
of India with the promise of bringing back a supposed 85 lakh crores 
rupees. The then BJP President Shri Rajnath Singh gave a deadline 
of 100 days to bring black money back, after coming to power. Shri 
Modi gave a “personal commitment” to bring it back “by forming a 
task force and amending legislation” and promised to “distribute the 
money amongst honest tax payers”. However, the Finance Minister, 
Shri Jaitley now says they have no information about black money 
and that he can give no time frame for bringing it back. Doesn’t 
this U Turn and double speak require an explanation? Don’t the 
people of India deserve an answer regarding their money in foreign 
banks? Or were they just taken for a ride? The Nation, as indeed 
every honest tax payer, is waiting for an answer.

 Corruption and probity in Public life
The biggest bulwark against Corruption-the Lokpal and Lokayukta 
Act passed by the UPA Government remains a nonstarter due 
to the petty politicking being done by the Government by not 
fulfilling the statutory requirement of constituting the selection 
committee for the appointment of the Lokpal. This double speak of 
the Government has been noticed even by the Supreme Court while 
making strong observations on the issue of delay in appointment of 
the Lokpal. The PM and his government seem  bent upon replicating 
the Gujarat Model of thwarting the Lokpal/Lokayukta till the last 
moment so that convicted and charged Ministers can continue to 
remain in his Cabinet- as was the case in Gujarat.

13 Ministers in the present government have serious criminal 

charges against them, while Shri Modi promised a “dream team” 
before coming to power. His lack of commitment to probity is amply 
demonstrated by the fact that the Government did nothing to take 
forward the 5 basic anti-corruption legislations, viz. the Judicial 
Standards and Accountability, 2010, the Prevention of Bribery of 
Foreign Public Officials Bill 2011, the Right of Citizens for Time-
bound delivery of Goods and Services and Redressal of Grievances 
Bill 2011, the Public Procurement Bill 2012 and Prevention of 
Corruption (Amendment) Bill 2013. Is it because 98 of BJP Lok 
Sabha MPs are facing criminal cases including those for corruption?

Subversion  and weakening of Institutions 
The arbitrary decision of dismantling of the Planning Commission 
strikes at the base of our federal structure. This has come in 
the middle of the plan period without putting into place even a 
semblance of alternative mechanism.

Similarly, by undermining and politicizing the spirit behind 
the institution of the Leader of Opposition, this Government is 
surely and steadily hitting at the very foundation of India’s federal 
decentralization and democratic dissent.

Apart from politicizing the bureaucracy now there is an attempt 
to co-opt and create a system of committed judiciary. When the 
judiciary asserts its independence, the tendency in this Government 
is to be overtly confrontational towards it.

Extreme sectarian and divisive politics and the PM’s 
double speak -
Prime Minister on several occasions has claimed that the 
Constitution will be his guiding doctrine. He said he was the PM 
of 1.2 billion Indians and gave a call to put a ten year moratorium 
to sectarian and divisive issues. The record of his government and 
colleagues tells a different story. This Government is trying to run 
with the hares and hunting wwith the hounds at the same time.

There have been more than   600 riots in the past 100 days and 
non-issues like ‘Love-Jehad’, ‘Forcible Conversions’, and blatantly 
communal statements by hardliners like Yogi Adityanath are being 
pushed deliberately in the media space and public domain to create 
mutual fear and distrust amongst communities with the sole aim 
of polarizing voters for political gains. While the Prime Minister 
speaks of moratorium, his Government gives Z+ security to rioters 
and his party appoints rabble rousers as in-charge of elections. The 
only moratorium the PM and his Government have successfully 
implemented is the moratorium the PM and his Government 
have successfully implemented is moratorium on themselves in 
responding to vitriolic communal statements by their colleagues 
and partymen. Like the ‘Maarg Darshak Mandal’ the Government 
and their party could very well be deemed the ‘Mook Darshak 
Mandal’.

Inconsistency in foreign policy and Trivialization of 
Multilateral Commitments
The foreign policy of the BJP government is opaque, directionless 
and confusing for India’s partners and all interlocutors. From an 
inconsistent stand at WTO that led to India’s isolation for the first 
time or the flip-flop with regards to talks with Pakistan or the 
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inability to check ceasefire violations at the LoC, the Government 
seems to be floundering on all foreign policy fronts. India being 
absent from the SAARC ministers meeting in Thimphu and also 
annual summit of East Asian Economic Ministers summit (ASEAN 
+ 6) in Mynamar has sent a confusing and negative message. Even 
the on-going visit to Japan of the PM has its basis in the initiatives 
taken by the previous Government. If only they were to continue on 
the sound footing that the UPA Government had established such 
embarrassing situations would not have arisen. The Government 
has trivialized the presence of the Nation at multilateral fora, hence 
displaying non-seriousness towards foreign policy issues.

Minimum Governance, maximum PM
All that the slogan of minimum government, maximum governance 
has led to:-

a)  Half-baked restructuring of key ministries

b)  Major ministries being headed by non-cabinet ministers

c)   Part-time Defence  Minister

d)  Exclusion of key ministers from Appointment Committee of 
Cabinet

e)   Secretaries of Ministries reporting directly to PMO, instead of 
respective Ministers.

All this has led to nothing but the thorough weakening of Cabinet 
system of Government that our Constitution envisages and has led 
to a situation characterized by fear and distrust.

Systematic destruction of Educational System and 
Institutional Autonomy
With the RSS-driven Siksha Bachao Andolan Samiti and Vidya 
Bharti becoming the guiding forces behind the government efforts 
to “reform” the education system and curriculum, the obscurantist 
agenda of the BJP to politicise education has started. It will result 
in nothing but a distortion of the curriculum which will lead to 
polluting of young minds and color the outlook of generations to 
come.

While the premier research institution, the Indian Council of 
Historical Research has already been compromised by appointing 
an RSS nominee as its head, the prestigious centers of excellence 
such as the IITs and the Delhi University are facing constant threats 
to their autonomy at the behest of the HRD ministry.

No game-changers, only name-changers-
 Several schemes initiated under the UPA government have been 
marketed as new under new names. In some of the cases, the 
government did not even make additional fiscal allocations.

The Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan of the UPA government has been 
rechristened as Swachh Bharat Abhiyan without any enhancement 
in budgetary allocations made during the interim budget presented 
by Shri P Chidambaram. Special provisions for toilets in school had 
already been made under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan.

Similarly by renaming the UPA Government’s universal financial 
inclusion schemes and amalgamating our insurance schemes into 

New delhi:  Former attorney general of 
India G E Vahanvati, the first Muslim to 
become the top law officer of the country, 
died here on 2nd September, 2014 following 
a heart attack. He was 65. Goolam Essaji 
Vahanvati is survived by his wife and son. 

Vahanvati was appointed the 13th attorney 
general in June 2009 for a three-year term 
after UPA government was re-elected. In 
2012, the term was extended by another two years. 

Prior to his appointment as the top law officer, Vahanvati had 
served as the solicitor general of India between June 20, 2004 and 
June 7, 2009. He was earlier the advocate general of Maharashtra. 

Born on May 7, 1949, Vahanvati obtained a law degree from 
Government Law College in Mumbai after graduating from St. 
Xavier’s College. 

The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi condoled the death 
of the former Attorney General of India Shri G.E. Vahanvati. In a 
condolence message to his son She said “In the ten years that he 
served the UPA government, first as Solicitor General and then 
as Attorney General, he stood out in so many ways for the sheer 
dedication and rigour that he brought to his work, his meticulous 
attention to detail and, above all, his commitment to the cause of 
justice and truth.

Shri Vahanvati was an inspiring and much-loved mentor to 
generations of young lawyers, generous with his help, advice 
and wise counsel. His gentle demeanour belied the strength and 
power of his legal briefs and arguments. I have no doubt the years 
of hard, unstinting effort he put into his work took a toll on his 
health. Despite his devotion to duty, he took joy in all that life had 
to offer-music, books, trees and flowers. He lived life to the full.

At this time of grief, my thoughts and prayers are with you and with 
all the members of your family. You must draw consolation from 
the fact that you cared for him with utmost devotion in his months 
of ill-health, and that he is now released from suffering. He leaves 
behind a rich legacy, both as a lawyer and a fine human being and 
his memory will always be honoured. May his soul rest in peace.” v

fORMER ATTORnEy GEnERAL GOOLAM 
vAhAnvATI pASSES AwAy

the financial program, they are claiming credit for ‘Jan DhanYojna.’

This Government has a long time to complete its term. The first 
three months have been disappointing to say the least.  While the 
Government aims at projecting itself as a strong entity, the process 
of weakening India as a nation has begun. The Congress party will 
continue to protect the integrity of India and will not allow the 
fundamentals of the Indian-political, social and economic system 
to be destroyed. v

(The author is a former Union Minister and a Congress leader)

CoMMENT
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How do you benchmark the first hundred days of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led National Democratic Alliance 
government? There are five objective criteria on which the 

performance of any government must be evaluated.

They are: political stability, social cohesion, internal security, 
economic development and international relations. How does the 
government then square up on these parameters?

After 1984, this is the first government where a single party has 
a majority in the Lower House and, therefore, political stability 
should be a given, but here lies the rub. The agenda of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the paradigm of governance in 
a democracy are defiantly at cross-purposes. While the RSS, as 
the fountainhead of Hindutva, wants its ideological agenda to be 
implemented, the reality is that the nation has moved beyond the 
fundamentalist dogmatism that is the sine qua non of the ideological 
mentor of this government. RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat’s public 
disapproval of attempts to assign credit of the election victory 
to “one individual” is only an overt manifestation of an intense 
internecine struggle.

Coupled with that is the marginalisation of the old guard in the BJP, 
who may be getting on in years but are present in Parliament and 
have deep roots in the party organisation. They have not taken too 
kindly to the attempts to ostracise them.

The perception of centralisation of power in the Prime Minister, 
as indicated by enigmatic source-based reports that keep surfacing 
regularly as to how the Prime Minister or his office has upbraided 
his ministerial colleagues from lunching with industrialists to the 
kind of clothes they should wear on foreign trips, only reinforces 
this perspicacity.

The public overruling of home minister Rajnath Singh on the 
choice of interlocutor for the 
Naga peace talks and his implicit 
exclusion from the Appointments 
C ommittee  of  the  Cabinet 
point to the discord inside. The 
contradictions with the RSS and 
the instability intrinsic in the BJP 
will manifest itself over the short 
term and the facade of stability 
will give way to instability sooner 
than earlier.

Social cohesion and communal 
harmony have been the biggest 
casualties of the past 100 days. The 
government kicked off its innings 
with a statement that Article 370 
would be repealed. It followed up 

that with a reiteration in Parliament that a 
uniform civil code would be implemented. 
Its affiliates use phraseology that amounts 
to telling the minorities that they should 
consider themselves second-class citizens 
of India. MPs belonging to its ally, the Shiv 
Sena, misbehaved with a Muslim employee 
on a Ramzan fast.

Mr Bhagwat declared that India was a 
“Hindu rashtra”. The oxymoron of “love 
jihad” was invoked by the BJP to communally polarise Uttar 
Pradesh, where 600-odd communal incidents have taken place in 
the past 100 days.

To top it all, a BJP MP invoked community demographics to 
propagate a bizarre theory of communal violence. In the midst of 
all this, the silence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi is deafening.

The country’s internal security situation has also become unstable 
with estrangement both with Jammu and Kashmir, as shown 
by the unprecedented resolution on the Indo-Pak talks passed 
by the state Assembly, as well as with the troubled parts of the 
Northeast, especially after a particular state was singled out for 
transferring, humiliating and then removing governors. The lull in 
anti-Maoist operations has also given the Maoists time to recoup 
and consolidate.

What is also a matter of concern and has not happened over all 
these years of the proliferation of revivalist Islam in West Asia is 
the radicalisation of Indian youth as a consequence thereof.

It may be a mere coincidence or perhaps not that young Indians are 
involved with the most barbaric Islamist group, the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS), and are fighting alongside them in Syria and 

Iraq. This could be a direct result 
of the insecurity that is becoming 
increasingly internalised among 
younger people of minority 
communities as a consequence 
of the Sangh Parivar’s politics 
of majoritarianism. The BJP’s 
coming to power and its obvious 
“Hindutva” agenda in its 100 days 
in office may have given a fillip to 
this feeling. It has the potential of 
becoming India’s biggest security 
nightmare in the years to come.

The disappointment on the 
economic front has perhaps been 
the most palpable. While the 
government can take comfort in 

CEnTuRy wORTh A DuCK

Manish Tewari

... continued on page 16
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the fact that the GDP grew by 5.7 per cent in the first quarter of 
the current fiscal, it should not be forgotten that for 57 days of that 
quarter there was a UPA government at the wheel of the economy 
and the NDA government was there only for 33 out of the 90 days 
that make up the quarter. The first Budget of the new government 
has been exceptional for being so mundane that it was forgotten 
even before the finance minister’s speech got over. Financial pundits 
who wrote reams of criticism about the UPA’s economic policies, 
hoping that their critiques would serve as handy resumes for a 
job in the new dispensation, were scrambling around red faced to 
unearth virtues in the Budget. For the common man there was a 
triple whammy of high food prices, increase in rail fares and an 
increase in fuel prices. It, therefore, has become increasingly evident 
that the government has no game plan for the economy.

The most disquieting issue has been the summersaults that the 
government has performed on foreign policy. No vision has been 
articulated that could possibly delineate the contours of a long view 
from New Delhi. The Pakistan policy has swung between extremes 
of feting Nawaz Sharif to calling off the foreign secretary-level talks. 
The silence on China’s cartographic invasion is eloquent. There is 
no clarity on outstanding issues with Bangladesh and a complete 
failure in maintaining the balance between China and Japan in 
East Asian politics.

In conclusion, it can be safely said that if the first 100 days are 
any indication of the road ahead, this country could find itself in 
extreme strife often sponsored, if not patronised, by the government 
as the challenges mount and the pressure grows. For a government 
that has gone into hibernation mode already with regard to its media 
interface, the default option of increased polarisation would appear 
extremely attractive and that eventually would be its nemesis. v

(The author is a former Union minister)
Courtesy : The Asian Age

The first 100 days of Narendra Modi provide a prelude to a 
tenure that will be secretive, mysterious and closed. ‘100 
Days’ was a Bollywood crime thriller released in 1991. 

100 days of Modi have made Delhi a rumor-ridden city of smoke 
and mirrors. There is a virtual moratorium on news. While a top 
minister in the Modi cabinet pontificated, “Media is not supposed 
to know what happens in the government,” rumors, gossip and 
whispers abound in an atmosphere of intrigue, conspiracy and 
mutual suspicion with no room for transparency and accountability.

In 100 days, Narendra Modi has finished a party, diminished the 
cabinet, sent his rivals to political kala-paani, attempted to muzzle 
free press and is all set to institutionally tame the judiciary and 
weaken the National Green Tribunal. The grand supremo not only 
controls the Appointments Committee of Cabinet to centralize 
decision-making on crucial postings, he also has a blanket portfolio 
called ‘all important policy issues’. 

The much-touted foreign policy, of which a hapless Foreign Minister 
is unceremoniously kept out, has in one stroke legitimized the 
Hurriyat and weakened a beleaguered Nawaz Sharif who had 
defied hawks back home in accepting Modi’s invitation to attend 
his swearing-in ceremony in May. The world is grappling with the 
spreading influence of the ISIS. A stable Pakistan is in our interest. 

No one who wishes to be on the side of peace would commit   
diplomatic hara-kiri such as this.

The fanfare of his Nepal visit notwithstanding, a crucial power 
agreement could not get signed. Foreign policy experts have given 
up trying to understand the need for the Prime Minister to visit 
Nepal so soon after two high-profile visits by the Foreign Secretary 
and the Foreign Minister.

 In Japan, the flute and drums sounded very good but while Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe cleverly pushed $35 billion worth of 
investments, he refused to budge on the nuclear deal. As usual, Mr 
Modi was satisfied with optics and hyperbole.

And therein lies the problem. Modi is more conscious of 
maintaining his image than addressing real issues. Long spells of 
strategic silence on raging debates are followed by grand spectacles 
in theatre- like attire - no offence meant to Troy Costa. What follows 
is the one-way transmission of a man desperate to play to the gallery.

He has cleverly used oratory as a wall behind which he hides his 
inaction. The massive myth-making machine that created the 
unsubstantiated legend of a humble chai-waala and helped him 
win the election, now works overtime to create an aura around him. 

Snatching credit from predecessors is nothing new. Usurping credit 
for UPA schemes and inaugurating UPA-era infrastructure projects 
can also be overlooked. The shamelessness with which the  acclaim 
for quarterly GDP figures for the period between April and June 
is appropriated by a government which took office on 26th May, 
was, however, remarkable. Interestingly, food inflation which grew 
at 9.36% in July from 7.90% in June is blamed on the UPA.

100 DAyS Of MODI OpTICS AnD hypERbOLE
Setting himself a diminutive goal by seeking 
a 10-year moratorium on communal riots 
reveals something about him; turning a 
deaf ear to the polarizing utterances and 
provocations of some of his comrades reveals 
everything about him.

There was absolutely no spark for a 
controversy in his gifting the Bhagwat Gita to 
Emperor Akihito. Desperate for a polarizing 
controversy, he took a dig on foreign land 
saying ‘our secular friends will create a 
storm.... he has made this one also communal’. This shows the kind 
of narrative he thrives in and the kind of politics India will witness.  

The Author is a political analyst
Courtesy : NDTV 
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CoMMENT

Much of the talk of any new govt will certainly be about change, 
but much of governance is actually about continuity and that 

is as it should be 

The second term of the United Progressive Alliance (UPA-2) 
government was often accused of policy paralysis. The second 
term of National Democratic Alliance might well be afflicted by 
policy Alzheimer’s forgetting or ignoring what has happened in 
the past even if that was to the good. How else does one react to a 
recent tweet the main mode of gleaning information of what the 
Narendra Modi government is thinking and doing from the Prime 
Minister that reads thus: I also suggested to Dr Jim Yong Kim the 
cleaning of the Ganga would be a very inspiring project for the 
World Bank. It certainly would be, but nobody obviously briefed 
the Prime Minister that thanks to the proactive efforts of the earlier 
UPA-2 government, the World Bank had already approved a first-
phase $1 billion loan for Mission Clean Ganga in June 2011 and 
disbursements had also commenced. Over the past three years, 
some Rs.6,500 crore worth of projects have been sanctioned to 
expand sewage treatment infrastructure in the five basin states of 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. 
And just a couple of days back, the World Bank’s board gave its 
approval to the Neeranchal watershed project announced grandly by 
the finance minister in his maiden budget, but which had been in the 
works for the past two years. There are a number of other examples. 
When the finance minister announced an allocation of Rs.14,000 
crore for the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY, or the 
Prime Minister’s village roads scheme) for 2014-15, ruling party 
parliamentarians thumped their desks enthusiastically. What was 
forgotten was that the allocation for PMGSY was Rs.24,000 crore 
in 2012-13. What was also forgotten was that in the 2013-14 budget 
a PMGSY-2 had been launched for the upgradation of old rural 
roads. Then take MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act). The finance minister’s declaration 
during his budget speech that it would be linked to productive asset 
creation was greeted with acclaim. But what is new exactly? If you 
add up water conservation, waterbody revival and land development 
works on private lands, 60% of all MGNREGA works would be 
agriculture-linked. In 2013-14, almost 28% of the work related to 
the building of toilets, which is very much in tune with the objectives 
of the proposed Swachh Bharat Mission. This mission, in turn, is a 
continuation the Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan started three years back. 
Much of the talk of any new government will certainly be about 
change, but much of governance is actually about continuity and 
that is as it should be. Indeed, maximum governance one of the 
oft-stated pillars of the Modi administration depends very much on 
taking forward policies, programmes and projects that come as part 
of the inheritance. Of course, every government is entitled to modify 
and even discard what it feels does not fit in with its priorities. At 
the same time, continuing what is on-going, especially if it has had 
an impact, is smart strategy. UPA-1, for instance, vastly expanded 
PMGSY, which was Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s grand 

nDA AffLICTED by pOLICy ALzhEIMER?

idea. During 2000-04, PMGSY sanctions 
amounted to Rs.13,000 crore, while during 
2009-14, sanctions totalled Rs.65,000 crore. 
In the same vein, after some initial hiccups, 
the Prime Minister and the finance minister, 
for example, appear to have decided not 
to abandon the Aadhaar unique identity 
number project of the UPA-2, but give it a 
fresh lease of life. It has been said the essence 
of parliamentary democracy is that where 
you stand depends on where you sit. There 
are any number of examples of political leaders and political parties 
taking a particular position on an issue when in opposition and 
then taking exactly the opposite stance when in power. This is not 
hypocrisy, but is in the nature of democratic politics. It is this that 
ensures a good degree of continuity in governance. One of the 
classic examples of this is the Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party 
alliance’s approach to the Enron power project in Maharashtra 
in the mid-1990s. During the campaign, the alliance announced 
that the project would be cancelled if it was voted to power, but 
when it actually came to power, it quickly took the project forward. 
In Andhra Pradesh, Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy was critical of N. 
Chandrababu Naidu’s obsession with information technology 
when he was opposition leader, but built on those very policies as 
chief minister. In more recent times, the Bharatiya Janata Party in 
Rajasthan criticised some of the healthcare schemes of the Ashok 
Gehlot administration, but has continued with them after coming 
to power last year. Tamil Nadu’s outstanding successes both in 
economic growth and social welfare owe much to this continuity 
factor when the two rival Dravidian parties alternate in power. The 
recent decision by the Modi administration to hike the foreign 
direct investment (FDI) limit in insurance to 49% from the present 
26% is a reversal of the BJP’s earlier stand when P. Chidambaram 
had first proposed it and this is all to the good. No position can 
remain ossified in time. The noted American politician Mario 
Cuomo once said: “You campaign in poetry but govern in prose.” 
Continuity is prosaic and mundane, while change is dramatic. It 
is natural for governments to try and create a distinctive niche for 
themselves. Sometimes that niche can be for real but very often 
that niche involves heavy repackaging and repositioning without 
disturbing the basics. There is nothing wrong in this because of the 
compulsions of competitive politics. But once in a while, it would 
not be entirely inappropriate to give credit where it is due. This 
applies as much to those in government as it does to those in the 
opposition. Commending political opponents is very rare in any 
setting, but especially so in our country. Politics will get enriched 
immeasurably if occasionally, credit flows across political divides 
and boundaries, not just on the floor of Parliament but as part of 
the wider public discourse. v

The author is a Rajya Sabha MP and former Union minister

Jairam Ramesh

Courtesy: Live Mint
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MAKING A HAT-TRICK:

You can’t mix up the un-mixables. The Lok 
Sabha and state Assembly elections are 
different kinds of battles fought on different 
issues, planks and platforms. What mattered 
in the Lok Sabha polls need not necessarily 
carry weight in the Assembly elections. 
The Lok Sabha elections witnessed a wave 
generated in favour of one man, not in 
favour of any party. But the wave has since 
dissipated. Peoples’ hopes have been belied 
and they have started feeling cheated and 
disappointed. So much so, they are now 
ruing their decision to allow themselves 
to be swept by the wave. The Assembly 
elections are a different ball game altogether.

We have our stellar performance during the 
last close to ten years to fall back upon. It 
is this performance that has made Haryana 
emerge as an ‘Ideal State’, of which I had 
dreamt while assuming office of the Chief 
Minister for my first term in 2005. We lived 
up to the expectations of the people who, 
in turn, reposed their faith in our policies 
and programmes by giving us mandate 
for the second term in 2009. We have not 
only fulfilled the promises made to them 
but also gone beyond. I am sure they will 
vote us back to power and we will make 
the hat-trick.

Q: Why opponents say hooting heard 
at a recent rally only reflects your state’s 
mood?

A: It was a government function that BJP 
reduced to a meeting of ticket-seekers   I 
never expected the BJP to stoop to this 

level. To gather a group of ticket-seekers and 
provoke them to raise slogans at an official 
function reflects poorly on their mindset.

Congress PMs visited states with non-
Congress CMs   but such an incident never 
happened.

Q: You reportedly said you won’t share the 
stage with the PM?

A: Despite the disrespect shown to an 
elected CM, I followed protocol and went 
through the function. I was there to see off 
the PM   if I wanted, I could have created 
a scene as well.

I respect the PM’s position. He represents 
the nation. His conduct shouldn’t be 
biased. It was at a press conference that I 
later said I wouldn’t like to share the stage 
with a person who disrespects an elected 

representative.

Q: Isn’t a Modi wave impacting upcoming 
Haryana polls?

A: Parliament elections and assembly polls 
are different. An atmosphere was created for 
one individual. It was said this individual 
will come with a magic stick and solve all 
problems   three months later, people realise 
there is no magic.

While he was promising golden days, his 
performance since he took over is making 
people crave for UPA again. Price rise and 
inflation have dented confidence.

As for Haryana, they have no chief 
ministerial candidate   going by their 
performance, we are sure to retain the state.

Q: BJP says it focuses on development 
while Congress employs caste and 
communal arithmetic?

A: Going by that logic, BJP should concede 
that I am a better CM than Gujarat CM and 
Haryana is better than Gujarat in many 
aspects.

About 10 years ago, Gujarat had a higher 
per capita income   today, Haryana has far 
exceeded that. BJP has seven MPs from 
the state. I challenge all to implement the 
Gujarat model here.

Farmers, students, industrialists, women, 
members of all communities have benefited 
from our schemes. We’re a dominant force in 
sports. Our interstate connectivity is perhaps 
the best. Social schemes are working well. 
People acknowledge the development.

On DEvELOpMEnT, bJp ShOuLD COnCEDE 
I’M bETTER CM ThAn GuJARAT’S CM: 
bhupInDER SInGh hOODA
shri bhupinder singh hooda is Chief minister of haryana. discussed opponents’ 
heckling at a recent rally, his view of bJp’s chances in upcoming haryana polls and 
haryana’s development versus gujarat’s growth:
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Election Schedule
Q: But your party’s facing desertions with 
some of its oldest members switching 
loyalties?

A: All those leaving us are good riddance. 
They had nothing to offer and lost elections 
badly as well. They’re known to switch sides.

Q: For the last 10 years, they had no 
problems with the party   how did they 
suddenly discover all these wrongs?

A: Our opponents accepting them with 
open arms says a lot about the dearth of 
leaders they face.

Q: What have you to say on the creation of 
the Haryana Sikh Gurdwara management 
committee? 

A: This was one promise we had made to 
the Sikhs of Haryana in 2004 and again in 
2009. I am happy we have been able to keep 
our word. Some ask why it could have been 
done earlier. But, you see, one must tread 
the logical path. We set up a committee, 
chaired by the Finance Minister, Mr. H.S. 
Chhatha, to examine in detail the demand 
and the premise it was made to rest on. 
The committee which got 300 affidavits 
from the Sikhs across the state pressing 
the demand submitted its report early July. 
It favoured setting up of a body to manage 
the gurdwaras in the state. Then we sought 
legal opinion before taking the final call 
on the matter. Now, the HSGMC has come 
into being.  

Q: But the Punjab CM Badal says 
Haryana’s move is illegal:

A: I don’t subscribe to what Mr Badal says. 
Nevertheless, the matter is now before the 
court. No further comments.

Q: Media surveys are predicting a wipe-
out   isn’t that affecting Congress morale?

A: I have been in politics for far too long to 
be dissuaded by managed surveys. I rely on 
my instinct the response I have been getting 
in rallies is enough to give me confidence.

I would suggest BJP members come see the 
massive turnouts at our party functions 
rather than gathering a bunch of sloganeers 
at official functions.

As for media reports, I’d request media to 
be fair. Our poll plank is development judge 
us on those parameters.

Q: What is your vision 
for future?

A: We are thinking of 
modern infrastructure 
for agriculture, water 
conservation, education, 
sp or ts ,  he a lt h ,  road 
network, industry on 
the pattern of developed 
countries. Our target is 
to augment the supply 
o f  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r, 
maximum employment 
opportunities for youth, 
shelter for the poor and 
implement new schemes 
for social welfare.

With a view to promote 
higher education, we aim 
at opening at least one 
Government University 
in each district.

As many as 500 skil l 
development centres will 
be opened in the state to make the youth 
employable.

We also plan to set up a 200-bed hospital in 
each district and provide specialist services.

An area of more than one lakh hectares 
would be brought under underground 
pipelines to ensure optimum utilization 
of water and increase production of fruits 
and vegetables.

Poly houses and horticulture would 
be promoted. We would adopt Israeli 
technology on large scale in the agriculture 
sector. Centres on the pattern of Centre of 
Excellence in Vegetable at Gharaunda and 
that of fruits at Mangiana would be set 
up in other areas of the state. To improve 
connectivity, inter-district roads would be 
four laned. 

In villages having population of more 
than 10,000, the supply of water would be 
increased from 70 litres to 110 litres per 
capita per day. In villages having less than 
this population, the supply of water would 
be augmented by 70 litres per capita per day. 

Solid waste management plants would be 
set up at all district headquarters.

The social security pensions would be 
increased every year.

A State Institute would be set up to look 
after and rehabilitate the disabled.

Residential houses would be made on large 
scale for Economically Weaker Sections and 
Ex-servicemen.

2500 citizen service centres would be set up 
to provide e-services to the citizens.

  I am sure, the elections to the State 
assembly would be contested on the issue of 
development and people would again give 
us their mandate.

Q: on what basis do you call Haryana as 
the No. 1 State?

A: During the last Lok Sabha elections I was 
hearing Modiji’s speech in some city of UP 
on the TV, he was repeatedly equoting per 
capita income of Gujarat with that of Uttar 
Pradesh, similarly, he was talking about 
the basic infrastructure and investments, 
all these things here are at the peak in the 
country which means that Haryana is No. 
1 on the parameters of Modiji. In Haryana, 
investment per person is the highest in 
the country, Haryana has also collected 
maximum medals for the country in the 
Commonwealth Games and in Olympic 
Games, the farmers of Haryana have 
maximum benefits. v

The term of the Legislative Assembly of Haryana is 
normally due to expire on 27.10.2014 

Total Electorate 6158117 

 Total no. of Constituencies Reserved SC Reserved ST  
 90  17 --

Sno. Poll Event Poll Days

1 Date of Issue of Gazette 
Notification

20.09.2014 
(Saturday)

2 Last Date for Nominations 27.09.2014 
(Saturday)

3 Date for Scrutiny of 
Nominations

29.09.2014 
(Monday)

4 Last date for withdrawal of 
candidatures

01.10.2014 
(Wednesday)

5 Date of poll 15.10.2014 
(Wednesday)

6 Date of Counting 19.10.2014 
(Sunday)

7 Date before which elections 
shall be Completed

22.10.2014 
(Wednesday)
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Today, Haryana under the leadership of Congress 
Government headed by Sh. Bhupinder Singh Hooda, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, is a model State which has no 

parallel in development in the country. Since the year 2004-05, the 
annual Plan Budget of the State had been increased by 14 times 
thus touching the figure of Rs. 32, 731 crore. Haryana’s per capita 
income is Rs. 1, 35,007 per annum and it is the highest among 
big States in the country. Haryana is also ahead of others in per 
capita investment. 

Even the Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi, admitted that 
Haryana has made tremendous development.

Agriculture
Our Government has reduced the rate of interest on crop loans 
to four per cent from 11 % and w.e.f. 1st November, 2014 i.e. 
Haryana Day interest free crop loan will be provided to the 
farmers and in case of damage to crops due to natural calamities. 
The compensation amount upto Rs 10,000 per acre is given. In 
case of death of a farmer and agricultural labour while working, 
a compensation of Rs. Five lakh is given to the next of kin of 
the deceased. Our Government had already waived off arrears 
of electricity bills of farmers amounting to Rs. 1600 crore. Our 
Government is supplying electricity to agriculture sector at a rate 
of 10 paise per unit however in Gujarat it is 79 paise per unit. With 
a view to ensure security of cattle breeders, Our Government has 
formed the unique ‘Mukhya Mantri Gramin Dudharu Pashudhan 
Suraksha Yojana’ which has been implemented. In case of death of 
a milch cattle, a financial assistance of upto Rs 50,000 is given to 
the owner. The Haryana Government under the leadership of Sh. 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda had introduced OTS scheme to enable 
the farmers to get one time settlement for crop loans and long 
term loans taken from Cooperative Banks. Under the scheme, 50 
per cent of the total interest has been waived off.

Our Government has ensured water at every field. As many as 
905 schemes of minors, drains and water courses have been 
completed with assistance from NABARD. It has cost Rs 1224.89 
crore. The Mewat Feeder Canal Project has been sent to Central 
Water Commission for its approval. It will cost about Rs 661 crore. 
Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal is the life-line of Haryana. 

Our Government has abolished stamp duty for transfer of property 
between blood relations and has also given the highest ever rate of 
Rs 301 per quintal for sugarcane to the farmers. However in Gujarat 
it is Rs. 201 per quintal and India International Horticulture Market 
is being set up at Ganaur in district Sonepat for sale of horticulture 
products. Kisan Model Schools are being set up in each district to 
provide better educational facilities for the children of farmers.

Unfortunately, a political party in Haryana is working against 
the interests of the State and it conspires with the Punjab’s Akali 

Government to hamper the progress of 
Haryana and vitiate the peaceful atmosphere 
in the State. The recent example is the fate 
of separate Sikh Gurdwara Management 
Committee of Haryana.

Power
The Congress party Government in 
Haryana has set up four new thermal 
power projects and a 2800 MW Atomic 
Power Plant is being set up at Gorakhpur in 
district Fatehabad. The installed power generation capacity from 
all sources has been increased upto 10,000 MW whereas it was 
merely 4033 MW in 2004-05.

Infrastructure 
Our Government developed world class infrastructure for 
industrial development. The setting up of Delhi-Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor will give boost to industrial development in the State. 
Today, there are six-lane and four-lane highways. Only one rail 
line was laid in 39 years, whereas during our tenure six rail lines 
were got sanctioned. 

The Rewari-Jhajjar-Rohtak railway line has been made functional. 
Work is in progress on Sonepat-Gohana-Jind railway line. 
Foundation stone of Rohtak-Meham-Hansi railway line has been 
laid. 

We have also made significant achievement in case of Metro 
Rail. Metro is running between Delhi and Gurgaon. Country’s 
first Rapid Metro has been introduced in Gurgaon. The work is 
in progress to run Metro between Faridabad and Bahadurgarh. 
Badarpur-Faridabad Metro will be extended upto Ballabgarh.

Haryana is the first state in the country which has the lowest rates 
of diesel and petrol as compared to other states. There is no tax 
on LPG.

Education Hub
Under the leadership of Congress Government Haryana is 
also emerging as an education hub of international standard. 
Rajiv Gandhi Education City is coming up in Sonepat where 
B.R.Ambedkar National Law University is also being set up. A 
Central University has been opened in district Mahendergarh, 
Khanpur Kalan has north India’s first women university. Indira 
Gandhi University has been set up at district Rewari. We have set 
up   a university of Animal Husbandry named after Lala Lajpat 
Rai in Hisar. Universities named after Ch Bansi Lal and Mr 
Ranbir Singh Hooda have also been set up at Bhiwani and Jind 
respectively. An IIIT and two extension campus of IIT, Delhi are 
being set up. Also, IIM has been set up in Rohtak and National 
defence University is being set up in district Gurgaon. National 

COnGRESS TO fORM GOvERnMEnT In 
hARyAnA fOR 3RD TERM

Raj Singh Rana
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Institute of Design is coming up at Kurukshetra. NIFTEM has been 
set up in Sonepat.

The Haryana Government has introduced a scholarship based 
scheme under which 20 lakh children are getting scholarships 
ranging from Rs 75 to Rs 600 for poor children.

Sports
The Haryana Government has formed a unique liberal Sports 
Policy and has provided better sports facilities, thus we feel proud 
in saying that Haryana is also emerging as a Sports Power as a 
result of our incentive based Sports Policy and hard work of the 
sports persons. Out of the total 64 medals won by India in Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games, 33 per cent of the medals have been bagged 
by sports persons of Haryana. The sportspersons of Haryana had 
won one-third of the total medals bagged by sportspersons of 
India in Commonwealth and Asian Games. The credit for this 
significant achievement goes to our liberal Sports Policy, better 
sports facilities, ‘Padak Lao-Pad Pao’ Policy, cash awards of lakhs 
and crores of rupees and hard-work of the players. We hope the 
sportspersons of Haryana would bring laurels to the state and the 
country by winning a record number of medals at Asian Games to 
be held in Korea during this year.

Health & Medical Education
Our Government also laid emphasis on providing affordable 
modern health services to the people and free for the poor. AIIMS-
II is being set up at Badhsa in district Jhajjar. New Government 
Medical Colleges have been set up at Nalhar in district Mewat, 
Khanpur Kalan in district Sonepat and Karnal. ESI is also setting 
up a medical college at Faridabad. We have also opened a University 
of Health sciences and have implemented Mukhya Mantri Muft Ilaj 
Yojana and the biggest National Cancer Institute in Asia, is being 
set up at Badhsa.

Housing Infrastructure for needy 
Haryana Government has regularised 875 unauthorised colonies 
to facilitate the people and about 3.83 lakh plots of 100 sq yards 
each have been allotted to the poor. Haryana has also implemented 
Priyadarshni Awas Yojana to construct two lakh houses in two 
years for the poor. About 20,000 such pucca houses have already 
been constructed.

Social Welfare 
Haryana is the first State to implement Dal-Roti scheme under 
National Food Security Act. About 20 lakh persons are getting 
social security pensions totalling Rs 2400 crore per year. We have 
also regularised the services of adhoc, contractual, daily wager and 
work charge employees.

Our Government is giving a monthly pension of Rs 25,000 to 
freedom fighters and their widows. The gallantry award winners 
are given upto Rs two crore in lumpsum. It is the highest such 
amount in the country.

Haryana is the first state to implement health insurance scheme 
for registered construction labourers and their families. The 
amount of ‘Kanyadaan’ admissible on the marriage of daughter 

of an industrial worker has been increased from Rs 5100 to Rs 
51,000. Now labourers in the public undertakings are being paid a 
minimum wage of Rs 8100 per month. This is the highest ever one 
time increase in the country. Under MGNREGA, a daily wage of 
Rs 236 is given, which is the highest in the country.

Our Government is doing social welfare and about 20 lakh persons 
are given more than Rs 2400 crore per annum as various social 
security pensions and allowances. Today, a monthly pension of Rs 
1000 is given to the aged, widows and the disabled. The state has a 
maximum number of recipients of old age pension in the country. 
Our Government has decided to increase the monthly pension 
from Rs. 1000 to Rs. 1500 per month w.e.f. Haryana Day i.e. 1st 
November, 2014. 

The honorarium of Anganwadi Workers has been increased to 
Rs 7500 and that of Anganwadi Helper Rs 3500. Similarly, the 
honorarium of Cook-cum-Helper under Mid Day Meal Scheme 
has been increased to Rs 2500 per month. This is the highest 
honorarium in the country.

daal-Roti Scheme under National Food Security 
Act
Haryana is the first state in the country to introduce Daal-Roti 
Scheme under National Food Security Act. About 1.26 crore 
persons in the state are being given rice at a rate of Rs three per 
kg, wheat at a rate of Rs two per kg and coarse grain at a rate of Re 
one per kg. In addition, 12.84 lakh Antyodaya families and BPL 
families are getting 2.5 kg pulses per month at a rate of Rs 20 per kg.

Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Backward 
Classes
Haryana Government in view to realize the dreams of Baba 
Saheb Bhim Rao Ambedkar, has given utmost priority to raise 
the socio-economic and educational status of members belonging 
to Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes. Scholarships ranging 
from Rs. 4000 to Rs. 12,000 is being given under Dr Ambedkar 
Medhavi Chhatar Yojana to outstanding students belonging to 
Scheduled Castes. 

Haryana Sikh Gurdwara Management 
Committee (HSGMC)
Haryana Government under the leadership of Shri Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda, Hon’ble Chief Minister has set up Haryana Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Committee by enacting a new Act. It was the duty 
of the government to safeguard the interests of all sections of the 
society. Since long the Sikhs in the state have been demanding the 
setting up of Haryana Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee to 
keep their sentiments in high esteem. 

Some people talk about Gujarat Model, but statistics reveal that 
Gujarat is no where close to Haryana in development and ensuring 
social security. 

We are confident that people would continue to support Congress 
in the State and we shall again form the Government for the third 
consecutive term. v
Author is the chairman, Vichar Vibhag (Intellectual Cell), Haryana 

Pradesh Congress Committee
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As Maharashtra gears up for the Assembly 
polls scheduled for next month this year, chief 
minister Prithviraj Chavan tells Prasad Patil 
(Asian Age) and Krishan Kumar (ET)  that 
the Congress has learnt its lesson from the 
Lok Sabha polls and that the party will fight 
Maharashtra elections through effective 
marketing campaign. Edited Excerpts…

The C ongress and the Nationalist 
Congress Party were routed with huge 
margins everywhere in Maharashtra in 
the lok Sabha elections three months 
ago. Maharashtra Assembly elections are 
around two months away. How are you 
planning to turn the tables?

The number of decisions that my government 
took is unprecedented. Regularisation of 
slums, returning the agricultural land to 
people, management of water etc. were 
all decisions that have benefited different 
sections of the people. The infrastructure 
projects implemented not just in Mumbai, but 
also in Nagpur, Pune, Nashik, Aurangabad 
and other cities are visible. The only thing 
is that we failed to do is communicate to 
the people our achievements. We thought 
the decisions our government took have 
benefited people and that was good enough; 
we did not realise that we also have to create a 
mass euphoria. This time, with slightly better 
marketing, we will tell people about the good 
work we have done. There will be testimonial 
advertisements in which real people will talk 
about how they benefited from the decisions 
taken by our government.

Can you say that what happened in general 
elections was the outcome of only a 

marketing campaign?

We are analysing what happened in the Lok 
Sabha elections   how an outsider came and 
won the election, somewhat like Barack 
Obama. He (Narendra Modi) projected 
himself well. Also, there was anger against 
the United Progressive Alliance because 
of corruption and inflation. There was a 
perception that high inflation was a result 
of corruption. And this man conducted an 
American type of presidential campaign. He 
told people that they needed change and that 
he was that change. Very systematically, he 
erased every past memory of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party and its previous leaders. 
Everything, including common civil code, 
Ram Mandir and other core BJP issues, 
were erased.

Why did the people believe him and not the 
Congress leaders?

Mr Modi’s campaign worked partly because 

of anti-incumbency after 10 years of UPA 
rule. The first five years of the UPA rule were 
very good, which is why people gave us a 
resounding mandate in 2009. The next five 
years was a bad phase. Dr Singh’s credibility 
was the winning factor in 2009, but even 
his credibility got tarnished. When he said I 
am not going to do it (referring to Dr Singh 
ruling himself out from the PM race), then 
the question was “who?” Rahul Gandhi did 
not step up to take the responsibility. On the 
other hand, Mr Modi conducted a very sleek 
campaign as if the BJP were selling an FMCG 
product. He introduced new things like the 
use of social media, micro and multiple levels 
of campaigning.

You worked closely with dr Singh and Mrs 
Sonia Gandhi when you were in delhi. 
What is your reaction on the claims made 
by Sanjaya Baru and K. Natwar Singh in 
their recently released books?

I have not read their books fully; I have read 
them in bits and snippets. Both Mr Baru and 
Mr Singh are entitled to express their own 
views. They had access to Dr Singh as I had. 
But they are peddling nonsense with some 
of the inferences they have drawn, such as 
files were sent to Mrs Gandhi etc. They met 
Dr Singh but they did not have that kind of 
access to the governance. In fact, Mr Baru 
was an outsider.

Can you give an assessment of your stint as 
chief minister?

I came under special circumstances. I was 
asked to stabilise the whole system, politically, 
administratively, gain the confidence of the 
people. I have tried to do my best. I ensured 

wE ARE bETTER pREpARED TO 
fACE ThE ELECTORATE
prithviraj Chavan, Chief Minister of Maharashtra
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that Adarsh case was investigated by an 
independent commission. My challenge was 
that having never worked in the state, I had 
to learn the geography, MLAs, how politics 
functions at grass root levels...The only 
thing is that we have failed to communicate 
these decisions which we took in favour of 
the people.

Whose fault is it that you have not been 
able to convey achievements?

We thought people were getting benefit that 
is good enough...We have learnt our lesson.

Have BJP’s ad campaign and the lok Sabha 
results taught you a lesson?

Yes. Because everybody said that we did 
great work but we didn’t talk about it. So 
that’s why we increased ad budget, people 
need to be excited about what’s happening 
to themselves... People have to realise that 
their lot is better and they should not be 
sulking all the time.

There is also a view even within the 
Congress that the party is being seen as a 
pro-Muslim party and that cost the party 
dearly in the lok Sabha elections.

It is not true that the Congress was tilted 
towards Muslims; it was the other way 
round. Minority communities were tilted 
towards the Congress because they were 
scared of Mr Modi. They decisively voted 
in favour of the Congress. It was a mistake 
on our part to take Muslim leaders to 
campaign in minority-dominated areas as 
if the Muslims were going to vote for us 
only because of them. This was unnecessary. 
We should have campaigned in minority-
dominated areas in the same way we had 
campaigned in other areas.

Why should people not vote for the Shiv 
Sena-BJP combine?

Why should they? Once they were given 
opportunity in 1995-99, they misruled 
the state. We have given an inclusive 
government. The record of Shiv Sena-BJP 
alliance is not good. People also do not 
know who is going to lead the government, 
whether it will be someone from the Shiv 
Sena or the BJP. The Shiv Sena seems to 
have declared that Uddhav Thackeray will 
be their CM candidate. BJP is undecided 
over that also.

What is your opinion on Raj Thackeray? 
In 2009, he played a significant role in the 

election.

The Maharashtra Navnirman 
Sena has shot itself in the 
foot. He (Raj Thackeray) 
had risen to a great height. 
They did well very well 
in Pune and went on to 
win the Nashik Municipal 
Corporation elections. But 
at the time of the Lok Sabha 
elections, he supported Mr 
Modi, campaigned against 
the Shiv Sena and fielded 
candidates against Shiv 
Sena as well as the BJP. This 
created confusion in the 
minds of his supporters and 
the message that went out 
was that the decisions were 
not taken in a transparent 
manner.

What have you done to 
reverse the mandate in the 
assembly polls?

Our first term was very good, 
but 2009-2014 was a bad period. Manmohan 
Singh’s credibility was the winning factor 
in 2009. But his credibility was tarnished...
Rahul Gandhi should have accepted a 
ministerial role. In Maharashtra, Modi is 
not going to run as CM candidate. They have 
to find a man who is to be projected leader. 
Post Gopinath Munde, they don’t have any 
rural face, they have too many urbanised 
Brahman faces in BJP. But can they be 
marketed? Secondly, if they say that we will 

decide the leader later, then BJP will also 
suffer the same infirmity Congress suffered 
during Lok Sabha polls.

Would you have been able to give better 
governance if it was not a coalition 
government?

Absolutely. And so would Dr Singh. That 
was the advantage with Mr. Modi and for 
15 years, he ran the Gujarat government like 
his fiefdom. v

Courtesy: The Asian Age

New delhi: Eminent `Modern India’ 
historian Bipan Chandra died on 30th 
August, 2014 morning after a prolonged 
illness. He was 86. Survived by two sons, he 
left behind an unfinished work on Bhagat 
Singh and an “army of students’’ of varied 
ideological persuasions mourning the end 
of their animated discussions.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has expressed deep grief and sadness at the 
passing away of Prof. Bipan Chandra. In a 
condolence message Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi describing him as erudite 

Election Schedule

The term of the Legislative Assembly of Maharashtra is 
normally due to expire on 8.11.2014 

Total no. of electorate 82591826 

 Total no. of Constituencies Reserved SC Reserved ST 
 288  29 25

hISTORIAn bIpAn ChAnDRA pASSES AwAy
chronicler of modern 
Indian history and the 
Nation’s struggle for 
independence, Smt. 
Gandhi said that his 
books left a lasting imprint on the minds of 
millions of students in their formative years.

He played a pioneering role as a teacher, 
scholar and researcher and mentored 
many a future historians and will be deeply 
missed, Smt. Gandhi added. She extended 
her heartfelt condolences to the family 
members and friends of Prof. Chandra. v
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Sno. Poll Event Poll Days

1 Date of Issue of Gazette 
Notification

20.09.2014 
(Saturday)

2 Last Date for Nominations 27.09.2014 
(Saturday)

3 Date for Scrutiny of 
Nominations

29.09.2014 
(Monday)

4 Last date for withdrawal of 
candidatures

01.10.2014 
(Wednesday)

5 Date of poll 15.10.2014 
(Wednesday)

6 Date of Counting 19.10.2014 
(Sunday)

7 Date before which elections 
shall be Completed

22.10.2014 
(Wednesday)
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As all of you are witness to the journey 
of Maharashtra’s industrial progress, 
no introduction of our industrial 

achievement is necessary. We are the only State 
who created an environment for healthy growth 
of Business in the Country. Whatever we have 
achieved is the outcome of our reforms and 
timely reviews of our schemes and programs. 

As a leader state, entire Nation looks at us with 
an expectation. We have achieved 100% in 
implementing every programs and schemes and 
definitely our state is a torch bearer in entire 
country as far as important social- Educational 
and industrial sectors are concerned.  

Maharashtra's strength 
As far as industry and infrastructure is 
concerned, we can highlight many points in 
Maharashtra's favour. Maharashtra’s position 
as India's economic powerhouse, its industrial 
diversity, its mega projects, and its status as a 
leader in project investment and as the most 
globally connected state in the country. We also 
have some limitations.  

Despite the impact of erratic monsoon, economic 
slowdown and other things, Maharashtra has 
achieved a growth rate of 8.6% during the last 
Five Year Plan period, that adversely impacted 
the agricultural production. Now we have 
proposed a GSDP growth of 10.5% for the 12th 
Plan which will come from agriculture (4%) 
industry (11%) service sector (11%). 

Maharashtra is India's largest employment 
provider having maximum number of Industrial 
Mega Projects. Maharashtra has the highest 
share of FDI approvals in the country and has 
the highest number of SEZs. Not only Mumbai 
and Pune but, Nagpur, Nashik and Aurangabad 
are emerging centers of industrial development. 

Challenge of uniform industrial 
growth. 
•	Our	new	industrial	policy	ensures	investment	

flows to backward region and industry growth 
is not only around Mumbai Pune, Raigad & 
Thane districts.

•	Our	textile	policy	is	getting	good	response.	We	
are ensuring process all the cotton grown in the 
State. This policy will attract around 40,000 cr. 
investment to the State. We will try to create a 
balance between small and large industries.

Power tariff cut will help industry 
Recently, we have announced a power tariff 

cut of 20% for the state excluding Mumbai. 
Maharashtra's power tariff was very high 
particularly for industry and so we have decided 
to cut power tariff. Domestic customers as well 
as Industry are benefitted with this decision.

Mumbai development: promises kept 
As far as Mumbai development is concerned, The 
Government has kept its promise. Vital projects 
are being commissioned speedily. 

•	The	first	Mono	rail	in	India	commissioned
•	The	first	Metro	has	started	running
•	Metro	III	bhoomipujan	done	
•	The	new	State	of	the	Art	international	airport	

terminal building  (T2) opened.
•	The	 1200	 cr	 Eastern	 freeway	 is	 already	

commissioned. 
•	The	Navi	Mumbai	 airport	will	 be	 another	

ambitious project which will increase civil 
aviation capacity.

•	Multi	modal	transportation	from	Alibagh	to	
Virar will be consisting of 8 lane modern and 
a metro rail in between

•	The	water	transfer	project	is	also	under	bidding	
stage, and western coast will have water 
transport facility.

development of MMR
MMRDA has been primarily responsible for 
the infrastructure development of the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region (MMR), which covers 
Brihanmumbai and areas up to Virar and 
Kalyan-Ambernath belt, roughly, covering an 
area of around 4400 sq km. MMRDA was set 
up on 26 January, 1975 under the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region Development Authority 
Act, 1974, for planning and coordination of 
development activities in the MMR.
To list its achievements briefly, let me mention 
just a few of the prestigious projects it has 
completed.
•	Shifting	of	Wholesale	Markets	from	Mumbai		

to Navi Mumbai
•	Wadala	Truck	Terminal
•	Mahim	Nature	Park
•	Mumbai	Urban	Infrastructure	Project	I	&	II
•	Mumbai	Metro	Project
•	Nirmal	MMR	Abhiyan
The Maharashtra Government is actively 
engaged with the Union Government to 
initiative legal and regulatory changes to make 
Mumbai an international financial centre. 
As you are aware, Mumbai ranks among the 
world's 10 leading financial centres. However, 

it can hardly be called an international financial 
centre when you compare it with London, New 
York, Singapore or Dubai. We are working 
with the Government of India to bring about 
extensive legal and regulatory changes to make 
this possible. 
Mumbai being the cosmopolitan city of India, 
it has been facing the challenge of catering to 
an increasing urbanisation and influx of a large 
number of people from the hinterland. We 
are committed to make Mumbai a slum-free 
metropolis and have announced a decision to 
regularise the slums in Mumbai till the year 
2000. Such steps will certainly help in a long run.
With the development of MMR, we look forward 
to optimum distribution of population so that 
none of its modes are deprived of development. 
This is a huge challenge not only for the 
infrastructure sector but also for our plans to 
make Mumbai an international financial centre. 
The multi-billion dollar "Mumbai Makeover" 
plan of the Maharashtra Government presents 
tremendous opportunities for partnerships with 
the private sector, from both India as well as 
abroad over the next few years. 
There is scope for partnerships in planning, 
investing and executing large and innovative 
projects in sectors like urban transport, housing, 
water supply, sewage disposal and energy. 
Cumulatively, these steps will enable us to 
convert Mumbai into an international financial 
centre.   
You can make out the achievements of the 
Maharashtra Government and in turn of 
MMRDA if you see the list of difficult projects 
we have completed without disturbing daily life 
in Mumbai and around. Any motorist or average 
commuter will endorse the fact that travelling 
in Mumbai is much more pleasurable now. 
The completion of the Milan subway flyover, 
for instance, has reduced the time for vehicles 
to reach the Western Express Highway or the 
international airport at Sahar from S.V.Road.
MMRDA has sanctioned a budget of Rs.4028 
for 2013-14 for MMRDA. It will do much more 
for the development of MMR in terms of road 
development, construction of flyovers and 
creek bridges which will accelerate economic 
development is quite ambitious. This budget 
will take care of all major on-going and 
planned projects for MMR, including flyovers, 
construction of new roads, creek bridges, ROB’s 
and joining the missing road links, among other 
projects. Let me mention some highlights :--
•	Rs	400	crore	for	the	Monorail	–	Phase	II	from	

MAhARAShTRA: nuMbER OnE 
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Wadala to Sant Gadge Maharaj Chowk in 
South Mumbai. 
•	Rs	634	crore	for	the	Metro	Rail	Projects	like	

Charkop-Bandra-Mankhurd and Colaba-
BKC-Seepz.  Of this, Rs 4 crore would be 
spent only on various studies for the Charkop-
Bandra-Mankhurd project, which will be 
completely underground. 
•	Rs	 500	 crore	 for	 the	 Colaba-BKC-Seepz	

project. 
•	Anticipating	 that	 the	Mumbai	 Rail	Vikas	

Corporation will purchase new rakes during 
the budgetary year 2014-15, MMRDA has 
made a provision of Rs.1000 crore for MUTP-
2.
•	For	developing	water	 resources	 in	MMR,	 a	

provision of Rs. 129 crore has been made. 
•	Rs.	 65	 crore	 is	 kept	 for	 developing	 civic	

amenities in BKC, Rs.50 crore for the Sewri-
Worli connector and Rs.25 crore each for the 
Mumbai Trans Harbour Link, the Wadala 
Truck Terminus and the Virar-Alibaug Multi-
Modal corridor.

MMRDA has, in the last five years, delivered 
projects worth more than Rs.15000 crore 
and is implementing various projects worth 
about Rs.10000 crore. MMRDA will also be 
undertaking projects worth Rs.36000 crore, 
including the Colaba -Bandra Seepz Metro Line-
3, the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link, the Surya 
Water Project and the Worli-Sewri corridor. 

We have taken pro-people decisions
Qualitatively, we have focused on taking 
decisions that have been stuck for tens of 
years	 –	 decisions	 that	 have	 harassed	 people	
for 30-50 years. We are trying to make life 
simple for citizens of the state; we are trying 
to bring in e-governance technologies and 
other technologies where people are delivered 
services at home. I can cite many examples of 
infrastructure projects that have been stuck for 
more than 10 years and land policies that have 
been antiquated.
We have taken many decisions that are 
completely pro-people. I insist that in a housing 
project, at least 20 percent houses will be built 
for EWS category so that housing stock for poor 
people gets created. We are the first to create 
a	housing	 regulator	–	when	 a	multi-storeyed	
flatted accommodation that builders generally 
do not convey the land on which the building 
stands. We created a deemed conveyance where 
the land would automatically is conveyed to the 
owner of the flat after certain amount of days 
and months.
There is a long-standing demand to increase the 
eligibility date for the slums in Mumbai to get 
free tenement from 1995 to 2000. I did that. That 
has been pending for over 10 years. We kick-

started the MIHAN project in Nagpur and fast-
tracked the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor 
Project. This focuses on balanced industrial 
development of the state. Or new textile policy 
to give a fillip to small and medium sized 
industries while promoting industrialization of 
backward areas.
We successfully handled droughts. We 
distributed Rs 10 to 12 thousand cr to drought-
stricken farmers, farmers affected by floods 
and recent hailstorms. We restructured the co-
operative sector, too. We can now give farmers 
interest-free loans upto Rs 1 lakh and barely 2 
percent interest rates to farmers taking loans 
up to Rs 3 lakh. Many revolutionary steps were 
taken, whose benefits you can see in increased 
growth in the economy.

Maharashtra Tops in FdI 
As per the recent reports the total inflow of FDI 
in Maharashtra is 39% of the total investment. 
This proves that Maharashtra is still priority 
for investors worldwide. We as a leading 
economic state, are no. 1 and we intend to 
be no. 1, as this is the only way to make sure 
every last citizen of state of Maharashtra lives 
in terms of development, Social Welfare and 
it is an equitable society which gives growth 
opportunity. Our competition is not with any 
other States but we see ourselves competitor to 
small countries in Asia and other continents.
Today rising incomes and growing youth 
population have been key growth drivers for 
this sector. Brand consciousness is also one of 
the key factors in it. The industry has witnessed 
healthy FDI inflow (3%of the total FDI in 
Country) basically after previous central Govt 
has approved 51% FDI in multi-brand retail. 
This is going to be a big boost for the emerging 
organized retail market in the country. It has 
also allowed 100 % FDI in the cash and carry 
segment and in single-brand retail.

Maharashtra created healthy 
environment 
Our State Maharashtra is witnessing all these 
trends on a positive note. Because we believe in 
reforms and innovations. We as one of the most 
progressive states in the Country has always 
created an environment for healthy growth of 
Business.    
Whatever we have achieved is the outcome of 
our reforms and timely reviews of our schemes 
and programs. As a leader state, entire Nation 
looks at us with an expectation. I am not saying 
that we have achieved 100% in implementing 
every programs and schemes but definitely our 
state is a torch bearer in entire country as far as 
important social- Educational and industrial 
sectors are concerned. 

Five Priorities set  

Maharashtra cannot have certain parts 
developing very fast, urbanizing rapidly, 
having higher standards of living while some 
parts remain backward, not industrialized or 
urbanized without adequate infrastructure, 
as it may induce migration to cities and then 
pressures on urban areas will build up leading 
to clashes between haves and have-nots. 
I have outlined 5 priorities for myself as I have 
seen the States from a position of head of the 
State & administration.

Challenge of uniform industrial 
growth. 
•	 Our	new	industrial	policy	ensures	investment	

flows to backward region and industry growth 
is not only around Mumbai Pune, Raigad & 
Thane districts.

•	 Our	textile	policy	is	getting	good	response.	We	
are ensuring process all the cotton grown in 
the State. This policy will attract around 40,000 
cr. investment to the State. We will try to create 
a balance between small and large industries.

Many sops for industry 
•	 Today	 the	 global	 industrial	 scenario	 is	 not	

so encouraging; the economic slowdown has 
hit everybody. So, we are trying to provide 
an attractive package to investors who want 
to come with bigger projects, especially in 
manufacturing. We will do everything to 
provide land, water and energy. We will push 
for growth and generate employment.

•	 We	have	offered	many	special	rebates,	waivers	
in electricity & stamp duty and relaxation in 
VAT for units planning to set up projects in 
under-developed and tribal districts of the 
State. We expect an investment of Rs.5 lakh 
cr and jobs for two million people. 

•	 We	are	also	taking	care	of	continuous	power	
and water supply to industries in our State. 
These steps will boost development in these 
areas and will pave the way for more industries 
to consider setting up establishments in the 
near future.

Concept of Integrated Industrial 
Areas
•	 To	provide	resources	to	industry	we	have	taken	

decision to allow township development in 
Special Economic Zones. It’s a path-breaking 
decision. 

•	 We	have	 created	 the	 concept	 of	 Integrated	
Industrial Areas, inclusive of industry, 
townships and social  infrastructure. 
Maharashtra is the first state to do this and 
I'm sure others will follow. 

Ultra-Mega project
•	 The	 Centre	 came	 out	 with	 the	 policy	 to	

encourage large manufacturing projects 
so that we can compete with countries like 

ASSEMBlY ElECTIoN
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China. Governments all over have realized 
that we need to have mega-projects. This is 
an extension of that policy. Any project that 
brings Rs 1,500 cr. investment and employs 
more than 3,000 people will be categorized as 
Ultra-Mega project.

•	 	We	will	provide	all	incentives	to	such	projects.	
State Government has sent the right signal by 
announcing that it will set aside 60,000 acres 
of land for setting up industries. 

More than 400 Mega Projects 
•	The	government	has	 received	403	proposals	

under its mega industrial policy, of which 
305 are approved to be set up in backward 
regions of the state. Of these, 109 projects are 
in Vidarbha alone. 

Employment to over 3.5 lakh cr
•	 A	 total	 114	projects	 are	 already	underway.	

Investments of over 3 lakh crore with 
employment of over 3.50 lakhs in a period 
of mere five years. Projects worth 1.12 lakh 
crore have been finalized in this fiscal year. 
The production has been already started in 114 
Projects. In last 4 months, 10 Mega projects 
investing Rs 4336 Cr have been sanctioned. 

•	 Focusing	 more	 on	 balanced	 regional	
development, about 73% of the total number 
of mega projects are in the less developed 
regions. We are also mapping requirements 
region wise for industrial training & skill up-
gradation measures. 

Government decisions with regards to social 
sector should be taken with all sensibility. Just 
bringing in big industries, or constructing roads 
and flyovers, huge townships or malls, hotels and 
raising skyscrapers does not mean development 
or progress. Development should be of human 
beings, their capability should rise. Of the five 
point development agenda, we are emphasising 
on good agriculture produce, improving 
standard of education.  

dMIC and MBIC will change 
industrial scenario
Mumbai Bangalore Industrial Corridor 
(MBIC) will be implemented, wherein the state 
government will act as a facilitator. It will help in 
developing a wide network of industrial pockets 
interlinked with road and rail connectivity.
For three major projects such as MBIC, Delhi 
Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) and 
Bangalore Chennai Economic Corridor, foreign 
investors have been invited. The Japanese 
government is already keen on DMIC, which 
will benefit Maharashtra. Similarly, the MBIC 
is likely to benefit Maharashtra and Karnataka, 
which will be spread along NH-4. 

Quality health services to all
Maharashtra has been regularly facing drought 

situation and to tackle this we have taken strong 
initiatives regarding small irrigation projects, 
drip and micro irrigation schemes, cement check 
dams to retain water and make its optimum 
use to make them permanent sources of water 
to tackle drought situation. Last year there was 
acute water shortage. We had to deploy over 
5,500 tankers to supply water to 15,000 hamlets, 
this benefited 3 lakh farmers and fruits in 2.5 
lakh hectares. We could provide assistance to 
60 lakh drought-hit farmers. The Government 
came to the rescue of the farmers again with 
timely assistance during the recent hailstorms. 
An amount of Rs 1,500 crore has been disbursed 
till now, while financial assistance of another Rs 
1,500 crore is underway.

Relief to Slum dwellers
The recent Government decision to regularise 
slums upto the year 2000 has been taken with 
ocial objective. While assuring protections, 
these slums would also get some amenities. 
Under Dalit Vasti Sudhar Yojana basic facilities 
are provided to Scheduled Castes in urban and 
rural areas.

Certificates to 34 lakh People 
With our efforts at Revenue Department, we have 
been able to bring smile on faces of common 
men. Information on schemes of revenue and 
other departments and various certificates were 
issued to people by holding camps at village level. 
Around 34 lakh people have been issued various 
certificates across the State. 

Food Security Scheme
Under Food Security Scheme monthly ration is 
given to people at minimum price. The scheme 
has been implemented effectively making food 
grains available to around 72 per cent of the 
state’s population. The Rajiv Gandhi Jeevandayee 
Arogya Yojana has benefited around 2.25 
lakh people in the State, availing free medical 
treatment. With its implementation across the 
State, it will provide medical services to the 
economically weaker sections.

Free Medicines to All
Free medicines to patients at Government 
hospitals and medical centres is another 
important decision taken by the State 
Government. Even for serious ailments, the 
patients will not have to go medical stores for 
medicines.

Well Equipped Ambulances
“Blood on Call” scheme to provide quality blood 
to patients in emergency has been launched 
all over the State. Well equipped ambulances 
are available on call to 108. Today, 976 such 
ambulances are on the roads, having provided 
timely help to around 20,000 patients.

Infant Mortality Rate Reduced

With the implementation of various schemes, 
the State has been able to bring down mothers’ 
mortality rate from 130 to 87 in the past 7-8 
years. Similarly, the infant mortality rate has 
been brought down from 36 to 25.

Attention to Everyone 
The ‘Aam Aadami Vima Yojana’ has provided an 
insurance shield to the landless farmers in the 
rural areas, benefiting around 39 lakh farmers. 
The Government has been providing a bonus 
of Rs 200 per quintal on the paddy purchased 
by the Centre, launched dry land farming 
campaign, provided houses to around 5 lakh 
people below the poverty line. The Government 
has taken a step further with its women’s and 
senior citizens policies.

Sukanya Yojana 
The Government has launched “Sukanya Yojana” 
to ensure that girls get good education, prevent 
child marriages, making financial provision for 
girls’ future and to increase birth rate of girls. A 
provision of Rs 35 crore 60 lakh in the current 
financial year and another Rs 576 crore in the 
next financial year has been made.

Manodhairya Yojana 
The “Manodhairya Yojana” to rehabilitate 
victims of rape, sexual atrocity and acid attacks 
is launched with social realisation. A Rs 5 crore 
provision had been made in the budget, which 
enabled financial assistance to 296 women. Rs 
15 crore provision has been made for the next 
financial year.

Scholarships in Bank Accounts
The scholarship amount of the tribal students is 
being deposited in the respective bank accounts 
from last year. Ashram schools and government 
hostels have been opened for tribal students. 
Golden Jubilee Pre-matric Scholarship Scheme 
to check dropouts among the tribal students is 
launched benefiting about 12 lakh students. 28 
Government tribal residential schools have been 
converted into mini-ITIs.

development of Minorities 
Decisions such as scholarships, admissions to 
ITIs and polytechnics, Rs 2 lakh grant to schools 
for minorities, hostels for girls, strengthening the 
Urdu Academy, grants schemes for minorities 
populated urban and rural areas, modernisation 
of Madarsas to make the minorities group 
capable have been taken up with the help for 
Minorities Development Department. The 
Government during the past decade, particularly 
in the past four years, has taken a number of 
revolutionary steps to strengthen the society 
socially and economically. However, we are 
aware that we still have a long way to go. We will 
continue our march with keeping in mind the 
overall development of social sector. v
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TRIBUTE

Dr.Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 
was born on September 5, 
1888, in a middle class family 

in the pilgrim town of Tirutani. His 
father, it is said, did not want his son 
to learn English, instead wanted him 
to become a priest. However, the 
talents of the boy were so outstanding 
that he was sent to school at Thirupati 
and then Vellore. Later, he joined the 
Christian College, Madras, and studied 
philosophy. Drawn by accident into 
philosophy, Radhakrishnan by his 
confidence, concentration and strong 
convictions went on to become a great 
philosopher. 

Philosophy and life
His first book, “The Ethics of the Vedanta 
and Its Material Presupposition”’, 
being his thesis for the M.A. degree 
examination of the Madras University, 
published in 1908, at once established his 
fame as a great philosopher of undoubted 
ability. All his later works are landmarks in 
their respective fields. Expressing abstract 
and abstruse philosophical thoughts in 
intelligible language is considered very 
difficult. But Dr. Radhakrishnan was one 
of the few who could accomplish this with 
ease and simplicity.

To him, phi losophy was a  way of 
understanding life and his study of Indian 
philosophy served as a cultural therapy. 
By interpreting Indian thought in western 
terms and showing that it was imbued with 
reason and logic he was able to give Indians 
a new sense of esteem, who were overcome 
by inferiority complex by imperial forces. 
But he also made clear to them that their 
long and rich tradition had been arrested 
and required further evolution and he 
exhorted Indians to cast off much that was 
corrupt and abhorrent. 

DR. SARvEpALLI RADhAKRIShnAn -  
ThE phILOSOphER pRESIDEnT

popular among his students right from 
his early days as a professor at Presidency 
College, Madras he was an evocative 
teacher. He was offered the professorship 
in Calcutta University when he was less 
than 30 years old. He served as Vice-
Chancellor of Andhra University from 
1931 to 1936. In 1939, he was appointed 
the Vice Chancellor of Banaras Hindu 
University .Two years later, he took over 
the Sir Sayaji Rao Chair of Indian Culture 
and Civilisation in Banaras.

Recognition of his scholarship came 
again in 1936, when he was invited to fill 
the Chair of Spalding Professor of Eastern 
Religions and Ethics at Oxford which he 
retained for 16 years. His mastery on his 
subject and his clarity of thought and 
expression made him a much sought 
after teacher. But what made him even 
more popular was his warmheartedness 
and his ability to draw out people. This 
aspect of his personality continued to win 

him countless admirers throughout his long 
and illustrious public life.

In the last decades of British rule, his was 
the most sophisticated and exalted analysis 
of Gandhi’s work and thought and in free 
India he provided the ideological armour 
for Nehru’s foreign policy. 

International Acclaim
His commitment to high principles and 
unfailing dignity lent nobility and moral 
authority to all the offices which he held. 
If in India Dr. Radhakrishnan was a highly 
respected figure, abroad he became one 
of the best-liked public figures of his 
time. He earned very early international 
recognition as a philospher. In 1952, the 
Library of Living Philosophers, an institute 
of world-wide repute, brought out a massive 
volume on ‘the philosophy of Sarvapalli 
Radhakrishnan’ devoted wholly to a critical 

Social Commitment
Dr. Radhakrishnan moved beyond being 
a mere academic and sought to engage his 
philosophical and religious studies in the 
political and social developments of the 
contemporary context.

He believed that in India, the philosopher’s 
duty was to keep in touch with the past 
while stretching out to the future. This 
commitment to society, the crusading 
urgent tone in his scholarly writings, the 
modern note in his interpretations of even 
classical texts and his intellectual resistance 
to the deforming pressures of colonialism 
gave Dr. Radhakrishnan a distinct public 
image. He was a coin minted differently 
from the usual run of politicians and 
academicians. 

Evocative Teacher
Far from being a stern and severe intellectual 
remote from the world, Dr. Radhakrishnan 
was a very humane person. Exceedingly 

...continued on page 30
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SAROJInI nAIDu 
(KAnpuR-1925) 
Village Reconstruction 
To give concrete expression to our decision 
in regard to these ancillary activities, the 
Indian National Congress should created 
definite departments to be governed 
by groups of men and women specially 
qualified by their capacity or enthusiasm to 
administer to the vital and divergent wants 
of the people. The main divisions might be 
few but should include within their sphere 
of responsibility all cognate matters. To 
my mind it is of paramount importance 
to formulate a practical scheme of village 
reconstruction on the lines of Deshbandhu 
Das’s dream. For this purpose we must 
try to enlist a large band of missionary 
patriots of burning zeal who, set free from 
material wants by the pious charity of the 
householders of the country as in ancient 
times, should carry through the length 
and breadth of the land the beneficent 
evangel of self-reliance and self-respect, 
taking the immemorial twin symbols of 
the plough and the spinning wheel as the 
central text of the teaching that shall liberate 
our unhappy peasantry from the crushing 
misery and terror of hunger, ignorance and 
disease. Closely allied to the task of village 
reorganisation is the task of organizing the 
industrial workers in the crowded cities, 
who are so often compelled to live under 
conditions that degrade and brutalize them; 
and who dislocated from the steadying 
influences of the familiar traditions and 
associations of the rural homes they leave in 
search for bread, are so hopelessly exposed 
to the temptations of immorality and 
vice. It should be our endeavour to assist 
in securing for them improved housing, 
equitable and harmonious co-operation 
between capital and labour as a valuable 
joint asset of national progress. 

ExTRACTS fROM ThE ADDRESSES
Of COnGRESS pRESIDEnTS

The Education Problem 
I am appalled at the criminal apathy of our 
general attitude towards the urgent problem 
of Indian education. The surpassing evil 
of foreign domination has been to enslave 
our imagination and intellect and alienate 
us from the glorious tradition of our 
national learning. We are to-day no more 
than the futile purpose of an artificial 
and imitative system of education which, 
entirely unsuited to the special trend of 
our racial genius, has robbed us of our 
proper mental values and perspectives, 
and deprived us of all true initiative and 
originality in seeking authentic modes of 
self-expression. It is pre-eminently our duty 
towards the young generation to so recreate 
our educational ideals to combine in 
felicitous and fruitful alliance, all the lovely 
regenerating wisdom of our Eastern culture 
with all the highest knowledge of art and 
science, philosophy and civic organisation 
evolved by the younger peoples of the West. 

National Militia 
In addition, I would insist with all the force 
at my command on including a compete 
course of military training as an integral 
part of national education. It is not the 
saddest of all shameful ironies that our 
children whose favourite lullabies are the 
battle songs of Kurukshetra and whose, 
little feet march gaily to the stirring music 
of Rajput ballads, should be condemned to 
depend for the safety of their homes, the 
protection of their sanctuaries, the security 
of their mountain and ocean frontiers, on 
the fidelity and strength of foreign arms. 
The savage Massai, the primitive Zulu, the 
Arab and the Afridi, the Greek and the 
Bulgar may all carry their tribal weapons 
and claim their inalienable right to defend 
the honour of their race, but we, whose 
boast it is that we kindled the flame of the 
world’s civilization, are alone defrauded of 
our privilege and have become cowards by 

compulsion, unfit to answer the world’s 
challenge to our manhood, unable to 
maintain the sanctity of our homes and 
shrines. 

Hindu-Moslem Question 
And now I approach with the utmost 
hesitation and regret the most baffling and 
most tragic of all the problems before us. I, 
who have dedicated my life to the dream of 
Hindu-Muslim unity, cannot contemplate 
without tears of blood the dissentions and 
divisions between us that rend the very 
fabric of my hope. I have tried to arrive at 
a just appreciation of the many unfortunate 
cases that have brought about so deep a gulf-
between the two communities, and tended 
to quicken such a sharp and importunate 
sense of aloofness on the part of my Muslim 
brothers, which to the profound alarm 
and resentment of the Hindu community, 
manifests itself in a growing and insistent 
demand for separate and preferential rights 
and privileges in academic, official, civic 
and political circles of life. Though I am 
convinced that the principle of communal 
representation, whether through a joint or a 
separate electorate frustrate the conception 
of national solidarity, I am compelled to 
recognize that situated as we are to-day 
in an atmosphere so tense and dark and 
bitter with unreasoning communal jealousy, 
suspicion, fear, distrust and hatred, it is not 
possible to reach any satisfactory or abiding 
readjustment without the most earnest and 
patient collaboration between Hindu and 
Muslim statesmen of undeniable patriotism 
to whom we should entrust the delicate 
and difficult task of seeing some sovereign 
remedy for so devastating a disease. 

I beseech my Hindu brothers to rise to 
the height of their traditional tolerance 
which is the basic glory of our Vedic faith 
and try to comprehend how intense and 
far-reaching a reality is the brotherhood of 
Islam, which constrains seventy millions of 

Following are the extracts from the speeches of the Congress Presidents who have placed their vision and 
opinion for building the destiny of India.
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FRoM THE ARCHIVES

Indian Mussalmans to share with breathless 
misery the misfortunes that are so swiftly 
overtaking the Islamic countries and 
crushing them under the heel of the military 
despotism of foreign power. 

In their turn I would implore my Muslim 
comrades not to permit their pre-
occupation with the sorrows of Syria, 
Egypt, Iraq and Arabia to obliterate the 
consciousness of their supreme duty to 
India, their motherland, which must always 
have the first claim upon their devotion and 
allegiance. 

If Hindus and Mussalmans would both 
learn to practise the divine qualities of 
mutual forbearance and accord to one 
another perfect liberty of living, without 
the tyranny of fanatical interruptions of one 
another’s appointed rituals and sacrifices, 
if they would but learn to reverence the 
beauty of each other’s creeds and the 
splendour of each other’s civilizations, if 
the women of the two communities would 
but join together in the intimate friendship 
of their common sisterhood, and nurture 
their children in an atmosphere of mutual 
sweetness and harmony, how near we 
should come to the fulfilment of our heart’s 
desire! 

We should grossly fail in our duty to our 
neighbours were we to omit to try and foster 
cordial ties of sympathy and trust between 
ourselves and the princes and the people 
of the great Indian States scrupulously 
refraining from all interference in their 
internal concerns but always ready to serve 
in their wider interests. 

or can we afford to ignore the claims of 
the Frontier Provinces, which owing to 
their peculiar geographical and strategic 
position on the map, are governed by a form 
of perpetual martial law. We should render 
them all the assistance in our power, in their 
efforts to obtain the normal civic and social 
amenities which are so abundantly enjoyed 
by their sister provinces. 

MOTILAL nEhRu 
(CALCuTTA-1928) 
our Social Evils 
It will be clear from what I have said above 
that the process of forging new chains to 

keep us in perpetual bondage has gone 
on simultaneously with a long protracted, 
ruthless exploitation of our material 
resources. While, however, the Government 
has to answer for a great deal it must be 
frankly confessed that we cannot honestly 
acquit ourselves of all blame for our present 
plight. The strength or weakness of a nation 
depends upon the strength or weakness of 
the individual which keeps its component 
parts together. In our case this tie has not 
for centuries been very strong and with the 
march of the new order of things has lost 
much of what binding force it ever had. 
There is no over-looking the fact that we 
are divided into a number of large and small 
communities, more or less disorganized 
and demoralized. The Government is 
undoubtedly responsible for the prevailing 
ignorance and poverty among the masses 
and in a very large measure for the growing 
hostility among the classes. But it certainly 
is not to blame for the evils of our own 
social system, which has relegated millions 
of our people as good as ourselves, to the 
category of untouchable and depressed 
classes, and has put our women under 
restrictions which deprive them not only 
of many natural rights but also of the 
opportunity to render national service. Nor 
is the Government solely accountable for 
all the communal differences which have 
contributed a dark chapter to the recent 
history of our own times. 

Reception of Nehru Report in the Country 

It will be observed that the recommendations 
are divisible under two main heads-general 
and communal. Both are so inter-related 
that you cannot accept the one and reject 
the other. We cannot overlook the Lucknow 
resolution, whereby all parties agreed that 
“every one of them will stand by it (the 
Report) as a whole and will refuse to accept 
any single part of it without giving full 
force and effect to all other parts.” There 
are communal and politico-communal 
organisations which favour dominion status 
and have not only joined the communal 
agreements as parties, but given up what 
they considered substantial rights for 
the sake of an agreed constitution. Many 
hundreds of public meetings have been 
held throughout the country attended 
by people of all shades of opinion, which 
have approved of the recommendations as 

a whole. It is impossible to say how many 
accepted the communal solution because of 
the draft constitution for dominion status 
and how many accepted the latter because 
of the former. We have to keep our faith 
with all. 

The position, as I view it, is this. Here is 
constitution agreed upon by the various 
parties, invited by the Congress to frame 
it. These parties know that the goal of the 
Congress is complete independence. They 
do not ask the Congress to change its goal, 
but present to it the result of their labours 
such as it is, and say that they are prepared 
to go thus far and no further at present. 
They offer their co-operation and demand 
that of the Congress, to enable both to reach 
the point up to which they are prepared to 
go. After the point is reached they reserve 
liberty to themselves and to the Congress to 
consider the next step. Is the Congress going 
to refuse them this co-operation and this 
liberty? Is the Congress after bringing them 
together going to sent them back to the 
wilderness in isolated groups, each to shift 
for itself, and leave the Congress to wrangle 
over the respective merits of complete 
independence and dominion status to 
the end of time? If the Congress will do 
that, I will abdicate its proper function to 
guide the nation on its forward march. The 
occasion calls for skilful generalship, and 
not academic discussions which take us 
nowhere. The nation is knocking at your 
door. You must open it wide-wide enough 
for every one to enter, or lose your rightful 
place of high command. My advice to you 
is to accept the offer. If you do so the way 
to your destination is clear. 

Begin at the point at which the All-Parties 
have now arrived and push forward with 
them as far as they would go, then pause and 
take stock of your equipment, and finally 
throw the strength your whole being into 
one great effort to reach the goal. 

That is my answer to the question: how can 
we reach our destination? 

The first, and the most obvious step is to set 
our own house in order. For this purpose, 
rally all the parties under the banner of the 
Congress and prepare to march shoulder 
to shoulder with them to the farthest end 
of the common road. That will be that first 
part of the arduous journey. I suggest the 
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appreciation of his philosophical doctrines.

After Independence, this philosophical 
luminary, who personified the essence of 
India yet had a universal vision, became an 
ideal ambassador to the Soviet Union, for 
the nascent nation poised to establish itself 
in the international arena. 

 leading the Nation
In 1952, Dr. Radhakrishnan was chosen 
to be the Vice President of the Republic of 
India and in 1962, he was made the Head 
of the State for five years. It was the glory 
of Indian democracy that an educationist 
aloof from politics but with an international 
acclaim as a profound scholar was placed 
in the position of the President. And it 
was an advantage for a young country like 
India to have him to interpret its domestic 
and foreign policies abroad to expound its 
outlook and aspirations emphatically and 
in the rightway which was much needed 
in a world of uncertainity and disbelief 
among nations.

His appointment as President was hailed by 
Bertrand Russel who said “It is an honour to 
philosophy that Dr.Radhakrishnan should 
be President of India and I, as a philosopher, 
take special pleasure in this. Plato aspired 
for philosophers to become kings and it is 
a tribute to India that she should make a 
philosopher her President”.

History reserved for Radhakrishnan’s term 
of office as President much suspense and 
surprise. Within months of his ascendancy 
in 1962 there was the Chinese invasion. 
The nation’s morale was dealt a blow but 
RadhakrishnanÕs voice, firm and resolute 
came on the air to reassure a shaken nation:

“Owing to the difficult terrain and numerical 
superiority of the Chinese, we suffered 
military reverses. These have opened our 
eyes to the realities of the situation. We are 
now aware of our inadequacies and are alive 
to the needs of the present and the demands 
of the future. The country has developed a 
new purpose, a new will”.

In 1965, Pakistan violated our Western 
frontiers. Dr Radhakrishnan in his 
broadcast to the nation on September 25, 

1965 said,”Pakistan assumed that India was 
too weak or too afraid or too proud to fight. 
India, though naturally disinclined to take 
to arms felt the necessity to defend herself 
when attacked. Pakistan also assumed that 
communal disturbances would occur in the 
country and in the resulting chaos she could 
have her way. Her miscalculations must 
have come to her as a rude shock.”

Dr.Radhakrishnan had great faith in Indian 
democracy. In his farewell broadcast to 
the Nation on May 12, 1967, he said that 
despite occasional forebodings to the 
contrary, the Indian Constitution had 
worked successfully so far. But democracy, 
he warned, was more than a system of 
the Government. “It was a way of life and 
a regime of civilised conduct of human 
affairs. We should be the architects of 
peaceful changes and the advocates of 
radical reform”, he said. 

 Great Teacher
It was in 1962 when Dr. Radhakrishnan 
became the President of India that his 
birthday in September came to be observed 
as ‘Teachers’ Day’. It was a tribute to 
Dr.Radhakrishnan’s close association with 
the cause of teachers. Whatever position he 
held whether as President or Vice President 
or even as Ambassador, Dr.Radhakrishnan 
essentially remained a teacher all his life. 
The teaching profession was his first love 
and those who studied under him still 
remember with gratitude his great qualities 
as a teacher.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who was one of 
his closest friends throughout, said about 
Dr.Radhakrishnan: “He has served his 
country in many capacities. But above all, 
he is a great Teacher from whom all of us 
have learnt much and will continue to learn. 
It is IndiaÕs peculiar privilege to have a 
great philosopher, a great educationist and 
a great humanist as her President. That in 
itself shows the kind of men we honour 
and respect.”

Bharat Ratna, the highest award of the 
nation, was conferred on him in 1954 in 
recognition of his meritorious service to 
mankind. v

DR. SARvEpALLI RADhAKRIShnAn - ThE phILOSOphER pRESIDEnT

...continued from page 27following programme for it. 

1. Popularising the communal solution, 
agreed in at the All-Parties Conference, 
in the country, by intensive propaganda 
in the press and on the platform and 
organizing village to village lectures. 

2. Organising similar propaganda in 
regard to the Delhi Unity Conference 
and the Madras Congress, with such 
improvement as this Congress might 
make on communal matters, others than 
those dealt with by the Conferences. 

3. Work among the untouchables and 
depressed classes. 

4. Organisation of labour, agricultural and 
industrial. 

5. Other village organisation. 
6. Popularising khaddar and boycott of 

foreign cloth. 
7. Campaign against social customs which 

retard social intercourse and national 
growth, more especially a crusade 
against the purdah and the other 
disabilities of women. 

8. Intensive campaign against the drink 
and opium curse.

9. Publicity. 

It  wi l l  be  obser ved that  this  is  a 
predominantly social programme. I claim 
no originality for any of its items and 
have merely selected them out of a long 
list which, with the exception of the first 
item, has been before the Congress and the 
country for years past. I may, however, be 
pardoned, when I say that, we have no so far 
not done much worth speaking in carrying 
out the constructive work. 

Commonplace as this programme may 
appear, it is the only true foundation on 
which the hopes of the high priests of 
complete independence, as well as those 
of the votaries of dominion status, can 
be safely built. To the former I say, that 
the measure of their capacity, for the 
tremendous sacrifice that the first real 
step towards their goal will demand is the 
measure of their success in carrying out his 
seemingly unpretentious programme. To 
the latter I say, that the only change there 
is of dominion status being ever offered to 
them lies in the complete fulfilment of this 
very programme. v

FRoM THE ARCHIVES



Congress sandesh | 31 |  september 2014

INTERVIEW SERIES

Q. How and when did you become an active 
Congress Worker?

A. While I was in school, my father was a 
staunch follower of Bapu, and was the then 
district Congress President. In 1942, at the 
age of 18 years, I was in 4th year in college, 
doing my B.Sc. On August 8th the Quit 
India Resolution was adopted and early on 
9th August morning, police surrounded our 
house and my father was arrested. I was highly 
perturbed, since while my final exams were 
due in 5 months, my heart urged me to join 
the movement actively. I visited my father in 
jail and asked him what path I should take. He 
said I should listen to my conscience. On my 
way back I left my books and started working 
with the underground movement. Every time 
there was police violence over protestors, we would be in front, the 
“Do or Die” was continuing, reaching messages to and from jail, 
distributing Congress literature, helping victims, were the type of 
work we did remaining underground. I was caught and arrested 
in November.

Q. Which was your most memorable moment as a Congress 
activist?

A. When my father told me to listen to my conscience and I left 
college to start doing the underground Congress work.

Q. How has the Congress helped build the nation?

A. It was the Congress’ capability to plan towards development and 
to implement those plans. Despite the devastation after partition, 
healing was done by the Congress, materialistically as well as 
emotionally. Whatever development we see today, is due to the 
balanced plans of Congress.

Q. What difference do you find in Congress today, from the 
then Congress?

A. Congress was an organization of completely dedicated 

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the grass 
root workers of the Congress Party. The first such interview was published 
in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

InTERvIEw Of A DEDICATED COnGRESSpERSOn

volunteers, small groups of workers were 
sent to villages, who selflessly tried to help all 
needy people. Now that much dedication is not 
observed in most workers. Also, alliances for 
elections have diluted our strength.

Q. In your opinion, what should the Congress 
do to regain its strength?

A. As at the time of the Freedom Movement, 
Congress activists’ groups may be deputed for 
different villages, mohallas, etc., who should 
selflessly help the needy, victims of atrocities 
and the underprivileged. The activists need to 
be selected with a very critical eye. Activists 
need to attend training camps for social 
service. Also, Congress workers must rise 
above petty self-interests. It is the infights that 

harm the Congress most. Lots of wrong doings and mismanagement 
is done by Congress opponents. Awareness regarding these should 
be propagated.

Q. What needs to be done to attract the youth towards Congress?

A. Congress needs to be much more active in the social media. 
Block level leaders need to be selected in villages and mohallas, 
sports activities and social service camps need to be organized by 
the Congress.

Q. What are the basic qualities of a true Congress person?

A. Selfless service, and dedication to the country and society.

Q. Who is your ideal?

A. Mahatma Gandhi.

Q. What India needs most today?

A. Enough food for all and to have a country free of hunger.

Q. What have been your interests besides Congress?

A. Games-Tennis, Hockey and Badminton.

Shri Gaurang Sunder Mitra is a Gandhian and a Freedom Fighter from Bengal, originally from Khulna, 
now in Bangladesh. He is also the son of a freedom fighter and presently President of Akhil Bhartiya 

Swatantrata Senani and Uttaradhikari Sanyukta Sangathan. 

- Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla
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BIHAR
Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi

Patna: Bihar Pradesh Congress Committee 
Scheduled Caste Department paid tributes 
to the former Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi at the Sadaquat Ashram here on 
20th August, 2014.

Chairman of the SC Department, Shri 
Umesh Kumar Ram garlanded the photo 
of Rajivji and spoke about the life-history 
of Shri Rajiv Gandhi. 

Others present were District Congress 
Secretary, Smt. Anita Devi, Md. Istafaq 
Anjum, Renuka Devi, Maheshwar Ram, 
Nirmala Devi, Ramnawami Thakur, Sonu 
Pandey, Pradeep Yadav, Shyam Kumar 
Chaudhary, Ravi Kumar, Bindeshwar 
Paswan with others.

CHHATTISGARH
Ration Card campaign

Raipur: Under the ‘Ration Campaign’ 
around 1600 affected card-holders, led 
by City Congress President Shri Bhupesh 
Baghel, ghearoed the Khamtarai police 
station here on 13th August, 2014.

Shri Baghel said that this campaign would 
continue as long as the card-holders are 
not given the ration-cards back for which 
FIR reports have been registered at various 
police stations and that the ration for the 
past two months is issued to the affected 
people.

Big racket in Transport 
Department

Raipur: City Congress President, Shri Vikas 
Upadhaya has alleged that bungling worth 
crores of rupees is taking place in the state 
transport department.

a large public meeting in the third phase of 
the Congress party’s Jan Jagran Abhiyaan 
against the BJP and AAP at the Babarpur 
Assembly constituency in North East Delhi.

Shri Arvinder Singh and Shri Haroon 
Yusuf said the BJP leaders were deliberately 
making statements against the Muslim 
community in a bid to divert the people’s 
attention from serious issues like power 
and water, and it was vitiating the secular 
atmosphere. They said a BJP leader’s 
statement was part of the deliberate plan 
by the BJP and the RSS to create tension. 
They added that the BJP was trying to create 
friction in the social and secular fabric 
of the country in a deliberately planned 
manner. They said the speed in which the 
development works were carried out by 
the Congress Government in its 15-year 
rule was being reversed and stopped in an 
equally speedy manner, for which the BJP 
and AAP were fully responsible. They said 
now the time had come for the people of 
Delhi to come out on the streets against 
these two parties.

Shri Haroon Yusuf and Shri Mukesh 
Sharma said the silence of the Aam Aadmi 
Party on the offensive statement by the BJP 
leader has established that the AAP had a 
strong bonding with the BJP and the RSS. 

STATESwATCh
Shri Upadhaya said on 14th August, 2014 
that for such a big racket only one person 
has been suspended whereas there are 
more officials and the Minister are said to 
be involved in this racket. He said that in 
Durg district alone, lakhs of rupees has been 
given as bribe by the local transporters for 
obliging them to do overloading. 

Rigidness of the BJP 
Government

Raipur: Former chief minister, Shri Ajit 
Jogi said on 20 August, 2014 that it was sad 
that the position of Leader of the opposition 
has been kept vacant in the Lok Sabha.

Shri Jogi said that the BJP after coming to 
power at the centre has failed in fulfilling 
its pre-election promises and has hurt the 
feelings and trust of the voters. He said that 
the BJP Government does not want to fill 
the past of LOP in the Lok Sabha as this 
could cause harsh attack by the opposition 
in giving reply to the false promises made 
during election time because of which the 
BJP will have to cut a sorry figure.

The BJP which talks of change according 
to time and want to bring Bullet train in 
the country do not want to change itself in 
Parliament as per the position in the Lok 
Sabha do not want to fill the past of Leader 
of the opposition which only shows the 
rigidness of their internal feelings. 

DELHI
Demand for impartial probe

New delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Shri Arvinder Singh, 
MLA and CLP leader Shri Haroon Yusuf 
said here on 31st August, 2014 that under 
the protection of the BJP and Aam Aadmi 
Party leaders, the power distribution 
companies have collected crores of rupees 
by forcing the consumers to increase the 
load capacity. The Congress leaders alleged 
that a large portion of this amount has gone 
as share of corruption. Chief spokesperson 
of the party and senior leader Shri Mukesh 
Sharma has demanded an impartial enquiry 
into the role of the BJP and the AAP leaders 
in this multi-crore scandal. The three 
Congress leaders said this while addressing 

NEWS
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Protest against delay of Water 
Supply

New delhi: Hundreds of Janakpuri 
residents burnt the effigy of local BJP 
MLA Shri Jagdish Mukhi at C-2B crossing 
on 12th August, 2014protesting against 
the delay of water supply from already 
completed UGR (Underground reservoir). 
The residents were demanding that the 
Delhi Jal Board should implement the 
arrangement of already completed UGR 
so that the people of Janakpuri may get 
sufficient share of potable water supply.

The residents were also protesting against 
non-completion of SDMC works which are 
to be executed from MPLAD funds of Shri 
Mahabal Mishra, MP. The residents have 
doubt that construction work has been 
halted on the instruction of BJP MLA Shri 
Jagdish Mukshi.

Senior Congress leaders Shri Sanjay Puri 
& Shri Surender Kapoor led the protest, 
Hundreds of Congress Workers shouting 
slogans against BJP, burnt the effigy of 
Jagdish Mukhi at C-2B.

On this occasion many senior Congress 
leaders joined the protest criticising the 
cheap and anti development politics of BJP 
MLA. Shri Surinder Kapur, Purshottam 
Anand, Mala Chouhan, Veena Kumar, 
Neena Kapoor, Bunty Mehtani, Dinesh 
Gautam, Geeta Kataria, Achla Rajesh, 
Master Zile Singh, Lovely Sawhney, S N 
Bhandari, Pawan Tiwari, Capt. Mann Singh, 
K S Walia, Nawab Sagar, Satpal Sandhu, 
Anu Tandon, Sanjay Sharma, Sanjay Sood, 
Dr Brij Mohan Chitral, Anil Sahgal, Geeta 
Kalra,Parveen Massy, C B Singh, Krishan 
Gauria, Bunny Walia, Atish Panwar,Hari 
Singh Chauhan, Sardar Onkar Singh, Vinay 
Thakur, Hemant Sharma, Bablu Goyal, 
Mahipal, Shakeel Husian, Deepak Chawla, 
Rambhaj,Hari Singh Nayak, joined and 
protested against Jagdish Mukhi.

Shri Sanjay Puri said that, “owing to the 

August, 2014.

The Youth Congress workers, led by the 
Youth Congress General Secretary incharge, 
Shri Harshvardhan Shyam and Delhi 
Pradesh Youth Congress Vice-President, 
Shri Tasvir Solanki, the demonstrators 
proceeded towards the house of Shri Jaitely 
but the police barricaded his house and 
stopped the Youth Congress workers close 
to his house but the Youth Congress workers 
shouted slogans against the Minister and 
even burnt the effigy of Arun Jaitely.

Shri Harshvardhan Shyam said that Shri 
Jaitely should apologies to the women of 
India as he has lowered the prestige and 
image of the Indian women.

NSUI protest at Home 
Minister’s house

New delhi: National Students’ Union of 
India organized a country wide protest on 
2nd September, 2014 marking 99th day of 
Modi Government. Various BJP leaders, 
including the then party president, Rajnath 
Singh, in the run up to Lok Sabha elections 
made tall claims that they would bring back 
black money from foreign sources within 
100 days of coming to power. Now that 99 
days are up, NSUI wants to know, where is 
this ‘Black Money’?

NSUI held a peaceful protest outside the 
residence of Home Minister, Rajnath Singh 
but were brutally hit by the police and 
taken into police custody. All the activists, 
including the National President, Roji John 

cut in the water supply in the Janakpuri 
Assembly constituency, the people of 
Janakpuri are facing great difficulty. During 
the last 15 years the population of the area 
has increased and instead of increasing the 
water supply share to Janakpuri, the supply 
has been decreased considerably. This cut 
in water supply is injustice to the people 
of the area.”

Rajiv Jyoti Yatra
New delhi: The Rajiv Jyoti Sadhbhavana 
Yatra, led by Karnataka PCC General 
Secretary, Shri S.S. Prakasham and former 
AICC Secretary, Shri P. Sudhakar Reddy, 
MLC, reached Vir Bhumi here on 20th 
August, 2014 and the Congressmen paid 
tributes to their departed leader.

The Yatra commenced on 9th August, 
2014 from the Rajiv Gandhi Memorial at 
Sriperumbdur in Tamilnadu alongwith 
250 Congress activists and Shri P. Sudhakar 
Reddy, who was the coordinator.

After passing through various states, the 
Rajiv Jyoti Yatra reached Delhi on 19th 
August where the Yatra was received 
by prominent Congress leaders at the 
statue of Rajiv Gandhi at the Parliament 
House. AICC Treasurer, Shri Motilal Vora 
welcomed the members of the Yatra.

The Rajiv Yatra had the privilege to be 
welcomed by Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi. The Yatra paid their tributes 
to Shri Rajiv Gandhi, the next day on 20th 
August on his birth anniversary.

The Yatra is taken out every year to spread 
the message of love, peace, unity and 
communal harmony.

Effigy of Arun Jaitely burnt
New delhi: A large gathering of the 
Youth Congress demonstrated against 
Union Minister Arun Jaitely for making 
objectionable remarks against women on 
the Nirbhaya rape incident here on 22nd 
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and 4 other National office bearers were 
detained by the Delhi Police.

The detention saw reactions of NSUI 
activists from across the country. A group 
of activists also gathered outside the 
Parliament street Police satiation and 
demanded the release of NSUI Office 
bearers and activists who were wrongfully 
detained. The police lathi charged these 
activists and further detained a number 
of them.

HARYANA
Vijay Sankalp Rally

Panipat: Haryana Chief Minister Mr. 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on 24th August, 
2014 announced a bonanza of incentives, 
especially for members belonging to weaker 
sections, farmers, employees, women and 
senior citizens.

The Chief Minister, who was addressing 
a huge Vijay Sankalp Rally at Panipat, 
announced to waive off loans amounting to 
Rs 154 crore taken by 1.25 lakh beneficiaries 
including members belonging to Scheduled 
Castes and Backward Classes from Haryana 
Scheduled Castes Finance and Development 
Corporation and Welfare of Backward 
Classes and Economically Weaker Sections 
Corporation upto March 31, 2013.

The Chief Minister also announced that 
now the farmers would not have to pay 
interest on crop loans provided they pay 
principal amount on time. Therefore, 
the rate of interest on crop loan, which 
has already been brought down from 11 
to four per cent by this government has 
been waived off for those paying principal 
amount on time. Also, in case of long term 
loan of farmers, the government would pay 
half of the interest of the farmers provided 
they pay their loan on time.

He also announced to immediately 
commence the development works in all 
those colonies that have been regularized 

and Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya 
Sabha and Prof. Saifuddin Soz MP (Former 
Union Minister) & President J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee visited Kargil and 
addressed the convention of Congress Party 
Workers of Kargil District on 17th August, 
2014. The convention was presided over by 
Prof. Saifuddin Soz.

It was a situation that Congress Workers 
of the District attended the session in their 
hundreds and explained their problems and 
grievances till late last night yesterday. More 
than forty local leaders spoke on the occasion 
and explained their difficulties. These local 
leaders through their speeches presented 
a road map for future development of 
District Kargil along with the complaint of 
discrimination by a section of the Coalition. 
In Particular they emphasized   that   four 
nomination to the Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Council Kargil were 
made by the Government surreptitiously   
and now the Coalition Partner was giving  
the nominated Members voting Rights also 
which is illegal and their argument with  the 
Ladakh Affairs Ministry  had  not produced 
any results and, therefore,   the Chairman 
Executive Council Shri. Asgar Karbalai 
had gone before the J&K High Court in a 
writ petition. They further emphasized that 
it was possible to resolve the differences 
democratically and amicably if the Coalition 
partner had not refused to do that.

Gulam Nabi Azad and Prof. Saifuddin Soz 
listened to the grievances very patiently and 
assured the Congress Party Leader that they 
would stand  with them (People of Kargil) 
whether in the Court or otherwise. These 
Leaders, among other things assured the 
people of Kargil that they would monitor 
closely the Construction Programmes at 
Z-Morh and Zoji-La Tunnels for which 
UPA Government had provided Rupees 
3000 Crores and Rupees 9000 Crores, 
respectively. They also placed on record 
their appreciation for Shri. Rahul Gandhi’s 
role in connection with Z-Morh and Zoji-
La Projects, which he (Rahul Gandhi) got 
sanctioned from the UPA Government. 
The Leaders also assured them that they 
would take interests in the connection for 
Kargil, particularly Road Connectivity, Air 
Connectivity and Tele Connectivity.

Both Leaders congratulated the Congress 

recently by the state government. The Chief 
Minister also announced to increase upto 
Rs 1500 the monthly old age allowance 
and other social security pensions like 
under Ladli with effect from November 1, 
2014. His announcement concerning the 
employees of the state welcomed it with 
tremendous applause when he announced 
to give them pay scales on the pattern 
of Punjab government with effect from 
November 1, 2014. Such employees of 
Haryana would include police personnel, 
he added.

A resolution was passed at the Sankalp 
Rally to condemn the incident of Kaithal 
as some people had hooted at the official 
function being attended by Prime Minister 
Mr Narendra Modi and Mr Hooda. He said 
that he had intelligence reports that trouble 
might be created by some people at the 
official function, but he did not believe such 
reports as he was of the view that nobody 
would create trouble as everybody would 
uphold the dignity of the Prime Minister.

The Chief Minister said that he had been 
there to attend an official function of 
National Highways Authority of India, but 
questioned that who generated hooting at 
a function. He said, “Hooda had been to 
the official function, therefore where lies 
my fault. Was Hooda there in his personal 
capacity. In case today I call someone here 
and insult him, what will happen.” He said 
that but he upheld the dignity of the event as 
he belonged to a family of freedom fighters 
and is a son of a person who has put his 
signatures on the Constitution of India.

The Chief Minister said that his vision is to 
make Haryana educated, developed, healthy 
and a prosperous state.

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Convention held at Kargil

Srinagar: Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad MP 

NEWS



Congress sandesh | 35 |  september 2014

NEWS

Leaders in Kargil for their enthusiasm  to 
enhance the Congress Party’s prospects in 
Kargil and Zanaskar. They hoped and feel 
confident that Congress Party’s prospects 
in the ensuing Assembly Elections will be 
heartwarming.

Women urged to vote for 
Congress

Jammu: Ms. Indu Pawar MLA President 
Mahila Congress attended a meeting of 
Congress workers at Jammu in which 
all Distt. Presidents were present on 2 
September, 2014. She asked Congress 
workers to work very hard and contact as 
many workers as they can and it is our aim 
to meet each and every voter & ask him to 
vote for Congress.

She said that it is the only party with a long 
term planning and ensures development 
of all without any discrimination on caste, 
creed, gender or religion.

She asked people to support Congress 
for equitable development of state and to 
uphold policy of secularism. Other parties 
which are advocating policies of separation 
and creation of misunderstanding are 
harmful to our state and country. Congress 
will always uphold the policy of Gandhi Ji, 
Nehru Ji, Indra Ji, Shastri Ji and Rajiv Ji who 
have sacrificed their lives for strengthening 
of democracy in the country. We will work 
under the guidance of Sonia Ji, Rahul 
Ji & Soz Sahib to ensure victory of our 
candidates in the state during coming 
assembly elections.

She further requested women voters to 
come in large numbers and understand 
their responsibilities and rights. Mahila 
today is very intelligent and knows who 
her well-wishers and which party has 
done maximum to empower women in 
the country.

Other who spoke in the function are Ms. 
Prabha Slathia, Distt. President Jammu, 

Shri Yadav said on 25 August, 2014 that the 
victory of Congress and its allies in ten of 
the 18 by-poll elections indicates this that 
the people have lost their love for BJP and 
were now turning against it.

Shri Yadav said that in Madhya Pradesh, the 
victory of BJP an two seats was not a victory 
in reality but was a loot by the BJP who 
put all the govt. machinery behind these 
elections to illegally snatch these seats and 
they were only successful in getting two of 
the three seats that went to elections.

Protest against acute power 
cuts

Gwalior: The Outer District Congress 
Committee President, Shri Darshan Singh 
AD that the Pradesh BJP Government in 
Madhya Pradesh is cutting off power for 24 
hours and were driving the farmers and the 
village people into desperation.

Shri Darshan Singh with other office-
bearers Shri Ashok Jain, Shri Latif Khan, 
Shri Ramesh Pal, Shri Sunil Srivas staged a 
demonstration at the Baradari crossing and 
an effigy of the BJP Government was burnt 
on 22nd August, 2014.

Sadbhavana Divas celebrated
Indore: The Musakhedi Block Congress 
celebrated the birth day of Rajiv Gandhi as 
Sadbhavana divas here on 20 August, 2014.

Various programmes were held during the 
day. Tributes were paid to the great leader 
by offering flowers to the photo of Rajiv 
Gandhi at the Rajiv stambh by the students 
and saplings were planted the next day.

City Congress president, Shri Pramod 
Tandon spoke on the life of Rajivji and 
others who paid tributes were Shri K. 
Mishra, Mehmood Qureshi and Shri Vijay 
Kumar Mehra. While Shri Amit Chaurasiya 
organized the function and Umashanker 
Raikwar thanked the gathering. 

Ms Vandana, Ms. Suman Secretary, 
Mahila Congress, Ms. Veena Devi, Distt. 
President Kathua, Taro Devi, Distt. 
President Udhampur, Manju Devi, Distt. 
President Rajouri, Champa Devi, Distt. 
President Samba, Naseema Distt. President 
Gandrebal, Parvati Devi, Distt. President 
Anantnag, Raza Farooq, Distt. President 
Kupwara, & Jasvir Kour, Distt. President 
Baramulla. They also asked voters to elect 
the Congress candidates as Congress 
has better plans than other parties for 
development of this nation/state.

MADHYA PRADESH
Power cuts by MP government

Bhopal: Pradesh Congress president, 
Shri Arun Yadav on 21 August, 2014 
criticized the BJP government of the state 
for implementing the power cuts in the 
state.

Shri Yadav said that chief minister, Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan had claimed before 
the elections that the state was self sufficient 
in electricity and the power would be 
available round the clock. But what has 
happened to his claims after the elections. 
Shri Yadav said that they had made false 
claims and have cheated the public, Shri 
Yadav said that the state government should 
issue a white paper and clarify their stand 
on the power issue.

Political terrorism being 
patronized

Bh op a l :  Pr a d e sh  C ong re ss  ch i e f 
spokesperson, Shri K.K. Mishra has 
strongly criticized the beating up of the 
district panchayat CEO by the Tikamgarh 
MLA, Shri K.K. Srivastava here on 21 
August, 2014.

Shri Mishra said that such political 
terrorism in being patronized in the state 
by the BJP govt. He said during the past six 
years of the BJP rule in the state, more than 
9472 incidents of beating of the government 
officials and officers has been reported 
and this clearly shows the law and order 
situation of the state. 

Bad days are coming for BJP
Bhopal: Pradesh Congress president, Shri 
Arun Yadav reacting on the by elections 
results held in four states said that this only 
indicates that the bad days are soon coming 
for the BJP.



Congress sandesh | 36 |  september 2014

PUNJAB
Sarv Dharam Prathna Sabha 
marks S. Beant Singh’s 20th 

Martyrdom Day
Chandigarh: A solemn and impressive 
function was organized at the Samadhi of 
Sardar Beant Singh Ji, Late Chief Minister, 
Punjab on his 20th Martyrdom Day, at his 
Shaheedi Samarak/Memorial, Sector-42, 
Chandigarh.

The day was commemorated as Balidan 
Divas, in which a large number of people 
paid floral tributes to their great leader. 

A Sarv Dharam Prathna Sabha (prayer 
meeting of all religions) was also organized 
on the occasion.

A galaxy of senior leaders of Congress Party 
led by S. Pratap Singh Bajwa, President, 
PPCC and senior functionaries of the Punjab 
Pradesh Congress Committee including 
leaders of different frontal organizations 
of the Punjab Pradesh Congress, District 
Presidents and representatives of various 
social organizations, besides family 
members of the late leader, were present 
on the occasion.

Those present on the occasion recalled the 
services of Sardar Beant Singh in restoring 
peace to the trouble torn state of Punjab 
during the turbulent period of militancy, 
they recalled how the late leader sacrificed 
his life at the altar of peace.

Among the MP’s/Ex-MP’s Shri Pawan 
Kumar Bansal, former Union Minister, Shri 
Mohinder Singh Kaypee, Ex-MP and Ex-
President, PPCC, Ravneet Singh Bittu, MP 
and Gurcharan Singh Dadahoor, Ex-MP.

Prominent among the MLA’s/Ex-Ministers/
Ex-MLA’s present were Sarvshri Laal Singh, 
MLA, Raj Kumar Verka, MLA and Vice-
Chairman, SC Commission, Ajit Inder 
Singh Mofar, MLA, Surinder Dawar, MLA, 
Tarlochan Singh Soondh, MLA, Amrik 
Singh Dhillon, MLA, Balbir Singh Sidhu, 

Moopanar, TNCC President on his birth 
anniversary on 19th August, 2014.

The function was presided over the State 
Secretary of INTUC and General Council 
Member of the Tamilnadu Congress 
Committee, Shri B. Balasubramanian who 
paid floral tributes and the distributed 
sweets among the people present there.

UTTAR PRADESH
Help demanded for flood-

affected people
Bhairaich: The District Mahila Congress, 
led by its President, Smt. Kherulnisa, 
alongwith the Congress delegation, met 
the District authorities and demanded 
immediate help and rescue operation for 
the flood-affected people of the area here 
on 16th August, 2014.

Smt. Kherulnisa requested the authorities to 
supply food and relief material to the flood-
affected people who for the past three days 
had spent their time on roof tops without 
food and water. The State Govt. machinery 
was not doing anything for the people and 
were a mute spectator. And because of 
this the Congress Party delegation met the 
Nanpara Tehsil authorities.

Memorandum given
Bhairaich: The District Mahila Congress 
Committee, led by its president, Smt. 
Kherulnisa led Congresspersons in the 
one day protest demonstration at the 
District Collector’s office here on 24 
July, 2014.

The protest demonstration was held 
against various problems being faced by 
the farmers and the people in general. The 
main problems were damage to crops and 
land by floods, payment of compensation 
for the damaged crops, rapes of women, 
opening of Inter College in Nanpara, and 
various other problems.

Smt. Kherulnisa handed over a 13-point 

MLA, Kaka Randeep Singh, MLA, Bharat 
Bhushan Ashu, MLA, Hans Raj Joshan, Ex-
Minister, Sukhpal Singh Khaira, Ex-MlA, 
Jasbir Singh Jassi Khangura, Ex-MLA, Vijay 
Sathi, Ex-MLA.

S. Tej Parkash Singh Ex-Minister Punjab, S. 
Gurkirat Singh Kotli, MLA and S. Ravneet 
Singh Bittu, MP thanked the leaders and 
the people for turning up in large numbers.

TAMILNADU
Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhiji
Thiruvanuamalai: Congressmen here paid 
tributes to the former Prime Minister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his birth anniversary on 
20th August, 2014.

The function was presided over by former 
District Congress President, Shri A. 
Subramanian who paid floral tributes 
to the photograph of Shri Rajivji and 
thereafter distributed sweets among the 
Congressmen.

Others present were District Vice-President, 
Shri Chinnadurai, Shri N. Srinivassan, 
Shri B. Mugandhan, Shri G. Nagaraj, Shri 
Ganapathy and Shri Gopalkrishnan with 
others.

Tributes to Rajivji, Moopanar
Trichy: Congressmen paid tributes to the 
former Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
on his birth anniversary on 20th August, 
2014 by garlanding his photograph.

Congressmen also paid tributes to former 
AICC General Secretary, Shri G.K. 

NEWS
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memorandum addressed to the state 
Governor to the District Collector.

 Workers rejoice over  
by-elections win

lucknow: The District Congress Committee 
Vice-President, Shri Mehandi Hassan 
alongwith the party workers rejoiced for 
the Congress victory in the byelections held 
in various states.

Shri Mehandi distributed sweets in front 
of the Vidhan Sabha here on 25th August, 
2014 and raised slogans in praise of 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi. 
Shri Mehandi said that this victory only 

indicates that Congress will bounce back in 
all its glory despite whatever evil campaign 
the BJP might carry against it.

Independence Day greetings
Meerut: District Congress Committee 
vice-president,  Mohammad Imran 
congratulated the people of India on the 
eve of Independence Day here on 13 
August, 2014.

farmers and their crops because of no 
rains and there is no water in the canals. 
As there is no proper supply of electricity, 
the formers depend mostly on nature and 
the local authorities. The delegation also 
requested that a solar panel be installed at 
the Government tube well so that water can 
be drown for irrigation of the crops.

Smt. Tandon said that she had also requested 
the chief minister Akhilesh Yadav in this 
regard on 16 August, 2014 to release water 
from the Ganga Barrage so that the formers 
can take advantage from the canal water to 
irrigate their fields. v

Shri Imran distributed the Indian Tricolour 
to the children of all religions who had 
collected at the ghantaghar crossing. He said 
that Meerut has a special place in the history 
of Indian independence. The first fire of 
freedom started from this very city and thus 
he called upon all the people to stay united 
and do not indulge in any activity that may 
weaken our country, he said.

Maintain regular Block 
meetings

Unnao: Former MP, Smt. Anu Tandon was 
addressing a meeting of Congress workers 
in Hiloli Block and Sumerpur Block on 23 
August, 2014.

Smt. Tandon said and advised the Congress 
workers to meet regularly every month and 
keep in contact with each other and discuss 
the problems of the people and take proper 
action at the tehsil level, police station and 
Block level, as the situation demands.

She said that this will not only keep the 
Congress workers active but will also give 
strength to the party and their connection 
with the people at large.

Request for Solar panels at 
tube wells

Unnao: Former MP, Smt. Anu Tandon 
meet the District Collector alongwith the 
Congress delegation have on 26 August, 2014 
and explained about the drought situation 
in the area because of the absence of rain.

Smt. Tandon said, because of this the 

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Vinoba Bhave 
Birth Anniversary
11th September

Dada Bhai Naoroji 
Birth Anniversary
4th September

Saheed Bhagat 
Singh
Birth Anniversary
28th September

Annie Besant
Death Anniversary
20th September

(1895-1982)

(1825-1917)

(1907-1931)

(1847-1933)
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CoNFRoNTATIoN BY 
GoVERNMENT oN  
INSURANCE BIll

Spokesperson Shri Anand Sharma: He 
said for the last few days there is a topical 
subject which is part of the political 
narrative and that is the Insurance Bill and 
the position taken by the Congress party 
and most of the opposition parties. Things 
have been said by the government which 
has presented their version and a picture 
which is not entirely correct. The Insurance 
Bill which will also be amending the IRDA 
Act was first introduced by the UPA 
government in 2008. Thereafter, the Bill 
was referred to the Standing Committee 
of Parliament - the Finance Committee is 
with Lok Sabha and the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee was Shri Yashwant 
Sinha. They made number of suggestions 
and also in principle shown red flag for a 
number of proposals including raising the 
FDI limits. Between 2008 and 2011 and 
when the Standing Committee forwarded 
its recommendations and in 2013 where 
86 amendments were incorporated and 
the Bill was reintroduced. Many changes 
were done last year when I had the 
responsibility. The definition is there in 
the FDI Policy document. Insurance is 
a sensitive sector. FDI means that it’s 
tangible investment, solid investment 
coming in a particular sector for business 
purposes and when a sectoral cap is 
there, the issue of ownership and control 
comes in which means even if you go up 
to 49%, the ownership and control which 
is very clearly defined. There were two 
definitions earlier and even now for that 
matter, one is of the companies, second is 
the definition under the FDI so that there 
is clarity on what we do mean by Indian 
ownership and control. The change that 
has happened is that the BJP has proposed 
portfolio investment as part of FDI. This is 
a sensitive sector, we are unique to deepen 
the access to insurance and enhance 
coverage for the benefit of the poor people 
also farmers and those who have been for 

 AICC DIARy

historical reasons not part of the financial 
inclusion and need that coverage. It was 
but correct for the combined opposition to 
urge the government to refer these changes 
in the Bill to a Select Committee. The Select 
Committee is not a Standing Committee. 
Select Committee is the committee of 
the concerned House which works in a 
time bound manner and gives its report. 
Thereafter the House takes up the Bill 
for consideration. The Congress party 
is saying and going along with all other 
opposition parties for a reference to the 
Select Committee has been misrepresented 
by the government. 

That I must clarify. It was we, we brought 
this Bill, we have been in favour of raising 
the FDI to 49% but it does not mean 
that we should have a situation where 
parliamentary processes are bye passed, 
curtailed and where much needed clarity 
is required particularly with substantive 
changes. That privilege of Parliament and 
the House is defined to the House in which 
the Bill is introduced and is the property 
of the House once the Bill is introduced, 
it is the property of the House and is not 
the property of the government. After the 
Select Committee, we will take a view. I 
must say that why the government is not 
accepting a very reasonable request of 
the opposition and projecting this as a 
confrontation. It is the government which 
is actually confrontationist on this issue. 
There is no stand off if the government were 
to accept what is reasonable and what is 
correct. We are not being confrontationist. 
The other legislation which we have 
supported and few other Bills which the 
government is bringing including the SEBI 
the Congress party is supporting, so we 
are not indulging in partisan politics or 
agenda. This was effectively done to the 
detriment of the country and functioning 
of the parliament by BJP throughout the 
tenure of UPA-II and most of the tenure of 
UPA-I and I would like to put this record 
straight. Both the Houses are in session. 
Today anything good that is happening is 

being said that it is because of the change 
and when if you get less rain in Delhi, it is 
the legacy of the previous government, if 
the crop is good, the credit must go to the 
Narendra Modi Ji and the BJP, if something 
goes wrong, if there is a flood, if there is 
a natural disaster, then it is the legacy of 
the UPA. They must stop it now. They 
are in office, they have been voted in as a 
government, they should be responsible in 
what they say and what they do. I would 
like to tell the government. Tuesday, 5 
August 2014.

MATTER oF URGENCY
Spokesperson Shri Abhishek Singhvi: He 
said communal violence, communal riot 
and communal harmony are different 
facets of the same issue and are vital for 
a diverse, melting pot whatever you call 
but that is the essence of India. I am not 
going into the merits of the issue. All we 
were saying in the Lower House today time 
and again was that this is far too vital an 
issue for the national secular fabric not to 
be discussed in detail in the House. As I 
said without going to the merits, we have 
pointed out that almost 600 communal 
incidents i.e. amazing figure in less than 
10-11 weeks of the new government taking 
over have occurred. It is not a question 
that they have occurred in ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ 
place. According to us an atmosphere is 
created to facilitate to invoke, to provoke 
and to create a situation where these things 
happen. In fact in the very few number 
of constituencies going to the bye-polls 
and this gives you an idea what forces 
are working. In 12-15 constituencies 
going to the bye polls - almost 400 of 
these 600 incidents have occurred. That 
is an amazing figure, it is a terrible figure. 
According to us, our demand is something 
which is most reasonable. I personally 
don’t like obstructionism but parliament 
being used as a forum in more than 
one way to expose the weakness of the 
government is a positive development 
and to that extent I think we have done 
well in this parliament”. Of course, we 
are no match for the rate, the frequency 
the number of time, the quantum, the 
duration of the disruption, we are far-far 
behind but when something as important 
vital and sensitive as communal harmony 
violence 600 incidents in less than 10 to 
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12 weeks happen in this country, I don’t 
think Lok Sabha, Parliament, Congress 
party or for that matter anybody can or 
should be a mute spectator. Wednesday, 
6th August, 2014

INdIA’S STANd oN WTo
Spokesperson Shri Anand Sharma: He 
said that what Prime Minister Modi said 
on Saturday, August 9, 2014 was bath 
astonishing and false. The Prime Minister 
said that the BJP-led NDA government has 
taken a strong decision by not signing the 
WTO agreement in favour of the Rights of 
the Indian farmers. By doing so, the rights 
of the farmers have been protected and also 
the Right of Food Security.

I want to say that we had issued a statement 
in this regard which clarified so that people 
may not get misguided. And when the 
Prime Minister makes such a statement at 
an International Forum, then what will be 
the prestige of India.

First of all, I would like to inform the Prime 
Minister and the BJP Government that 
the Food Security Act is the internal right 
of the country and which is not a part of 
international agreement and that it was 
not on the international agenda also, so 
this was an error and wrong on his part 
to speak about it. Secondly, the WTO was 
formed in 1995 and the NDA Government 
was in power till 2004, the present Finance 
Minister had represented the country at 
the Cancun Summit at that time. If what 
he said there was implemented then lot of 
problems would have arisen for the Indian 
farmers, and the right of India would 
not have been safe. They had agreed to 
a calibrated approach. It was a burning 
issue since 1995 till December 2013, 
because the verdict that was passed at the 
Minister-level summit was found to be 
wrong for India. This issue was never in 
the agenda at the Yeragua round and the 
developing countries did not allow this to 
taken up in the discussions. The issue that 
was taken up was on the purchase of ten 
percent of their produce at the minimum 
selling price (MSP) and this is also called 
de-minimums which they call as External 
reference price. In 2013, India compelled 
other countries that this issue be brought 
on the agenda of discussion and at the Bali 
round, India rejected the proposal passed 

at the Yerogua round and now what Prime 
Minister Modi says in utter false that the 
UPA Government had sold the right of 
India on the Food Security Act. Because, 
the Food Security has never been a part 
of the agenda. India never accepted it at 
WTO or any multilateral forums because 
this is the sovereign space and sovereign 
right. We did expect the Prime Minister of 
India to be well informed and literate about 
these matters and not to make a statement 
which actually will shock the entire world 
about his lack of knowledge.

It is very clear what i am saying because 
what he said is incorrect, utterly false, 
misleading, irresponsible and I dare 
him to reject it and let him stand his 
boastful claims and bravado that for 
him to take a stand or what stand has 
he taken. There were no negotiations in 
Geneva. Negotiations finished in Bali. 
Next negotiations will be at the Ministerial 
Summit and they are trying to confuse 
everyone and I am sure some of those 
who speak good English and understand 
good English between innocuous comas, 
many of you would have been told that 
some of the learned people, please go 
and read what is written. Those who 
understand the meaning of the word 
interim and permanent solution and in 
the interim until negotiations permanent 
solution is reached, no Member country 
will challenge another Member country 
in the WTO. Interim is always linked to 
a tangible future and that is the outcome 
of Bali.

It is a systematic subversion of institutions, 
degradation of institutions, disregard of 
constitutional provisions and creating an 
atmosphere of suspicion, distrust and fear 
in administration and governance of the 
country. That is happening and what is 
visible. Monday, 11th August, 2014.

WAITING FoR ‘ACHHE dIN’
Spokesperson Shri Abhishek Singhvi: He 
said we are all waiting for ‘achhe din’. Our 
wait is becoming longer and longer. We 
hope it does not become interminable 
and does not begin to encroach on 
eternity. We all hope that we all get some 
‘achhe din’ sometimes before our old age 
pension. This expectation of ‘achhe din’ 
began to diminish firstly when we got an 

insipid bureaucratic uninspiring budget. 
Soon people began to realize the hiatus 
between political pulpit rhetoric and 
reality. Then ‘achhe’ din’ came in the form 
of vendetta politics, spoil system from 
Governors to the Head of the National 
surveillance agency, to Private Secretaries 
of erstwhile Ministers, to Diplomats,to 
Mr. Gopal Subramaniam’s candidature 
for Supreme Court. We saw a blazing 
intolerance about anyone who dared to 
dissent with His Master Voice (HMV). 
Then came the pride list price hit. Mr. 
Modi’s magic wand to beat the Congress 
with became his own bug bear when 
tomatoes and onions refused to obey his 
dictatorial mandate. Incidentally on the 
price rise front you have a list of 14% rail 
fare hike, we are talking of only 60 days 
not 60 months, three times tripling of the 
import duty on sugar, petrol prices rising 
by Rs. 1.70 per litre, LPG prices rising, 
tomatoes selling at only Rs. 80/- per kg and 
onions and potatoes which are not sailing 
together are sailing together around Rs. 
40/- per Kg. On all this, look at the level 
of sycophancy when the recent BJP Meet 
with all this great price rise says this “the 
National Council extends its wholehearted 
appreciation to the government for having 
been able to contain price rise during 
such a short period and expects it would 
maintain a hawk’s eye on the prices of 
essential commodities to make necessary 
intervention” Tuesday, 12th August, 2014.

ModI GoVERNMENT lACKS 
IdEAS, FoRESIGHT

Spokesperson Shri Anand Sharma: He said 
that the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
addressed to the nation from the ramparts 
of the Red Fort on Independence Day 
(15th August, 2014). He said many things 
and we think it is our duty to give our 
reaction on it. The Prime Minister said that 
there was no necessacity for the Planning 
Commission and this shows his thinking 
and he also said that looking at the federal 
structure, the role of the states becomes all 
the move important. According to Indian 
Constitution, the Indian federal structure 
system the Planning Commission and the 
states work in coordination. The work of 
the Planning Commission is just not of 
preparing a plan but to accept suggestions 
about the plan from the states, to discuss 
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their problems, to look at their priorities 
and then discuss with government for 
its implementation. It would have been 
better if the Planning Commission was 
restructured and the then Chairman of 
Planning Commission had prepared a 
15-page note to bring about a change 
in the Planning Commission. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had tweeted 
and asked suggestions and ideas from the 
people and this only indicates that the BJP 
Government does not have any road-map 
or on idea of future planning.

Shri Anand Sharma said the decision of 
the Prime Minister and the announcement 
of the Prime Minister were half-hearted 
announcement from the ramparts of the 
Red Fort. While claiming that he is in 
favour of consultations and strengthening 
the federal structure by giving more space 
and role to the states of the Union of India, 
he has exactly done the consultations 
opposite. It is arbitrary, there was no with 
the states and none of the CMs were ever 
informed. It would have been proper for 
the Prime Minister first to write to all the 
CMs, take their views on board before 
taking such a major decision. This is a body 
blow to the federal structure. 

We in India and I say with concern and 
responsibility that none is aware as to 
what made Shri Narendra Modi to do 
this. He owes it to the country. We are a 
democracy, cannot take such decisions 
in such a manner. We strongly object to 
this. Also it is equally important for me 
to mention that in doing so, Narendra 
Modi Ji and BJP Government are showing 
antipathy and reversion to the builders of 
the Modern India Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru 
who was not only the front ranking leader 
of India’s freedom struggle having spent 
the maximum number of years in prison 
during the British colonial repression 

but he was also the builder of all modern 
Institutions like IITs, IIMs, Indian Institute 
of Science, Planning Commission, Indian 
Institute of National Space, Space Science 
and all other organizations whether you 
talk of Sahitya Kala Academies, the role of 
Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, it is his signature 
and if we have doubled these institutions 
during the UPA taking the No. Of IITs 
from 7 to 16, and taking the No. Of IIMs 
again from 6 to 13 and National Institute 
of Science from 1 to 5, National Institute 
of Design from 1 to 5, it is done that was 
continuation respecting what Nehruvian 
vision was. This Government also talks 
of the same but the PM did say that he 
does not believe in majority, he believes 
in consolation and consensus but there is 
a big difference between what he says and 
what he does. Tuesday, 19th August, 2014.

oN NIRBHAYE INCIdENT
Shri Salman Khursheed while addressing 
the need is said that he heard Honorable 
Arun Jaitely was talking about the Nirbhaye 
incident that happened in Delhi. He said 
that it was a sad incident and the shadow of 
which was on all of us till date. We cannot 
forget that gruesome incident and the pain 
of their family minibus if such an incident 
happens, it is an important incident in 
their family, in their class. Shri Jaitely had 
said that I cannot make a comment on it 
and said that it was a small incident. Shri 
Khursheed said I feel to call it a small 
incident would be doing great injustice 
with not only the society, but against that 
family, and move so against the soul of 
that person. We did everything possible to 
console the believed family and you all too 
have written and criticized the incident. 

This was watched all over the world and 
imagines what impression they must have 
gathered about the honour, prestige and 
character of our country. But such things 
happen and we have to face it, thereafter we 
have to face the loss it causes and how we 
overcome such incidents is very important. 
It is believed that this incident has made 
a lasting impression on our tourism 
industry as the tourist traffic inflow has 
been reduced considerably. Monday, 22nd 
August, 2014. 

SC AdVISoRY To PM
Spokesperson Prof. Rajeev Gowda: He 
said that the Constitu’;tional Bench of the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court has made some 
observations.- To quote “It is expected that 
the PM will not appoint persons against 
whom charges have been framed and he 
is facing trial. We leave it to the PM and 
CMs.  The Constitution reposes immense 
trust in the PM and CMs and they are 
expected to act with responsibility and 
constitutional morality”. The Congress 
party concurs with the observations of 
the Constitutional Bench of the Supreme 
Court. These observations put the onus 
on PM Modi to explain to the nation why 
(1) he continues to include in his cabinet 
14 Ministers who are facing serious 
charges against them e.g. Nitin Gadkari 
- our  Road Transport Minister has four 
cases against including a charge of criminal 
intimidation we are all aware of Nihal 
Chand Meghwal as an accused in a rape 
case in Rajasthan court. There are others - 
too numerous to name - but I will mention 
Upendra Kushwaha and Ram Saheb Danve 
there are four cases against each of them. 
Wednesday, 27th August, 2014


