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On 20th August we celebrated the 70th birth anniversary of one of the greatest 
sons of India, the youthful leader who showed the direction to take the country 
towards the 21st Century.  He was a great visionary and understood the need for 

the improvement of communication technology for empowerment of the common man.  
It is his vision which brought about the economic prosperity in the last two decades with 
India leading the world in the field of Information Technology.  He believed in the need for 
devolving power to the lowest level and he empowered the Panchayats.  In the Panchayats 
he gave a pre eminent position to women by giving 50 per cent reservation.  He wanted to 
empower the youth in the country and make them a part of governance.  The voting age 
was lowered to 18 to involve the youth in the decision making process for choosing the 
leadership of the nation. We lost Rajiv ji by the cruel act of an assassin, a terrorist. He is 
not amongst us anymore but his spirit continues to be a guiding force to bring growth and 
prosperity to the nation. He left us in the whiff of a second and left us to repent at leisure 
the loss to us and the nation.

Congress has such a long history of achievements that the recent defeat in the elections cannot 
kill its spirit. Congress believed that the achievements were so many and for all to see that it 
did not carry out massive propaganda to relate to the people of its great achievements and 
programs. Since the benefits of its programs were directed towards the welfare of the aam 
aadmi it believed that its message was already there with the people.  Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi said ‘Every scheme of the UPA helped empower the Common man.’ Schemes 
like MGNREGA, Food Security Act, Right to Education and Right to Information to name 
a few.  The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi called upon each Congress worker to 
give their best to strengthen the party to regain its glory.  The path is long and difficult but 
achievable since we have to build on a strong foundation.  She said that the work of nation 
building is not restricted to the presence in the parliament but the real work is amongst 
the people whose issues need to be addressed and brought to the notice of the government.  
We have to strengthen our grass roots once again and rekindle the spirit of Congressism 
which is a part of the DNA of the country.  Our approach has to be strongly motivated and 
focused.   She said that she was already seeing this in the debates in the parliament.  Her 
words of encouragement will provide strength to the Congress workers at the grass root 
level to rebuild the party with a new vigor.

The BJP Government at the centre has displayed its inability to improve upon the thinking 
and planning of the UPA Government.  It has carried forward most of the schemes of the 
UPA albeit at some places with a cosmetic change of a new name. People are not fools and 
they will see through the bankruptcy of the government to generate new plans.  It is time 
that the Government of the day started thinking about ways and means to address the real 
problems of the people.  Cursing the government gone by is a short term strategy. How 
much longer can they hide behind this fig leaf?

Time has taught us that decentralization of power is the only way to have the benefits of 
governance reach the common man.  Concentration of power in one power centre will only 
perpetuate power in the hands of few and thereafter massive corruption.  This Government 
is undoing all that has been achieved by its predecessor Governments by concentrating all 
powers in the centre. This lacks knowledge of the true reality of governing a country as 
diverse as ours spread over a vast geography and different cultures.  Let’s hope that it does 
not leave permanent scars on our democracy.

We wish our readers a very happy Independence Day. v
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Congress has led the country for over five decades since independence after 

winning the confidence of the people through general elections. The service 

of the Congress and its leadership of stalwarts like Pt. Nehru, Indira Gandhi 

and Rajiv Gandhi amongst others have brought India to a position where it is 

being counted amongst the comity of nations. The contribution of the Congress 

is great and its achievements cannot be undermined by mere rhetoric of the 

opposition parties. The BJP leadership has managed to befool the people of 

this country by perpetuating to them unachievable dreams for which they 

have no road map. Already the people have started realising that most of the 

promises were only that, mere promises.

The country has given a mandate to BJP to lead for five years. In the 100 days 

they have been in power all that they have done is acknowledge and carry 

forward the policies enunciated by the UPA led by the Congress. They have 

been working overtime to make cosmetic changes and rename the schemes 

of the Congress. It is a candid admission that they have no new ideas of their 

own and they wish to rename the various schemes started by the Congress after 

their own leaders. 5 years is a long time and the BJP should have the courage 

to launch new ideas and different schemes to perpetuate the legacy of their 

leadership. Simply poaching on the achievements of the Congress is not the 

only resort with them. They can try what they want, they cannot obliterate 

the memory of our great leaders by this design.
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CPP Meet

Let us take the message to our voters that 
the Congress Party stands resolutely with the 
people of India. We will continue to defend the 
defenceless. We will continue to work to empower 
the powerless. We will  continue to give voice to 
the hopes and fears and needs of the voiceless : 
Sonia Gandhi

We meet at the end of the first session of the new Parliament. It 
has been a challenging time for us. We have been reduced in 

numbers to an all time  low in the Lok Sabha. But we have not been 
reduced in spirit. 

It is our task to play the role of a vigilant Opposition, to stand up for 
the values and policies of the Indian National Congress, and to resist 
the authoritarian and sectarian tendencies of the new government 
as it tries to get its way in Parliament. This we have begun to do, I 
believe, with increasing effectiveness.

Many of you have spoken to me about your desire to see the 
Congress Parliamentary Party functioning as a more cohesive 
and purposeful unit. This is why we have instituted regular weekly 
meetings of a small committee of members of both houses. We use 
these occasions to plan strategy and to identify the key issues facing 
the nation that it is our duty to raise in Parliament. 

I believe we are already seeing the results of this approach. You are 
all better-informed, more focused and even more strongly motivated 
to perform actively and effectively in the House. The process of 
rebuilding and restoring the confidence of the public in the Congress 
Party has begun.

Our work in Parliament is the foundation of this process. This is where 
we show our commitment to defending our democracy against 
those -who wish to make it an instrument of their narrow 
political agendas.

But Parliament is not the only forum 
available to us. If each of us is to be 
an effective Congressman and 
Congresswoman, we must 
also work to maintain and 

Speech of the Congress Pressident Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the CPP General Body Meeting,  
Central Hall, New Delhi on 13th August, 2014
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CPP Meet

strengthen the grassroots connections to the voters that have 
brought us here.

The work of the party is in Parliament, in public forums across the 
country, in our media and in the streets and homes of ordinary 
Indians everywhere. It is their voice to which we seek to give 
expression here.

The ten weeks that have passed since we last met here have been 
eventful ones for our country and the world. The Government has 
introduced and passed a Budget that breaks little or no new ground. 
They have paid us the tribute of imitating and extending, if not 
strengthening, a number of Congress programmes and initiatives 
that they had vehemently attacked when they were in Opposition.

The new government now supports the proposed Goods and 
Services Tax, sugar subsidies, railway and diesel price hikes, FDI 
in insurance, the Aadhaar scheme, and other key UPA budget 
measures, all of which they had bitterly and, if I might add, 
hypocritically — denounced, obstructed and prevented progress 
on when they were where we are today. 

They even tried to prevent a discussion on Gaza in Parliament and 
then ended up voting at the United Nations Human Rights Council 
just as the UPA would have. 

They have also, finally, seen the wisdom of our Government’s 
initiative in trying to reach a land boundary agreement with 
Bangladesh which, you will recollect,  they had refused to support 
last year.

The lesson of these ten weeks is that the BJP has nothing new to 
offer the country. They attacked us without principles and they are 
now governing us without policies.

Well, they are welcome to steal our ideas.  They are welcome to 
borrow our programmes. Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.

Let them even continue to blame us for their own failures, as they 
have been doing. Prices are rising across the nation, hurting the 
ordinary housewife, the college student, the worker, and particularly 
the unemployed and deprived. How long will they be able to blame 
the UPA government for your inability to control or improve the 
economy? Such excuses have a short shelf life.

But the moment they betray the ideals on which this nation was 
built; the moment they pursue the politics of division and hatred; 
the moment they  try to behave dictatorially inside or outside this 
temple of Indian democracy  the moment they do any of these 
things, we will stand up and fight them.

The Indian National Congress will never cease to be the party that 

embodies the spirit of the nationalist struggle and the principles 
of democracy, pluralism and social justice on which Independent 
India has been built for nearly seven decades.

Already since the BJP has come to power there have been an 
alarming increase in number of incidents of communal violence. 
We have had hundreds of incidents of communal violence and 
rioting in Uttar Pradesh, in Maharashtra and a number of other 
States. In addition, there have been other subtle but pernicious 
signals of intolerance. I do not wish to go into details  you are all 
aware of the atrocious behaviour of some BJP legislators and the 
unacceptable views expressed by others in complete disregard of 
our time-honoured secular traditions and constitutional propriety. 

Women, too, have much to be concerned about, judging by the 
evidence of BJP rule so far. Violence against women is rampant, 
and increasing. I do not need to repeat to you the growing number 
of rapes, sexual assaults and even killings of women that have 
occurred on the BJP’s watch. 

Let us be clear: there is a great deal of concern throughout the 
country, particularly among women and minorities, the poor, 
about whether the BJP and its sister organisations mean to work 
for all of India’s communities, or whether they seek to profit from 
dividing the nation on sectarian lines.  In my mind, I have no doubt 
about the answer.

We have been told that the motto of this government is “minimum 
government, maximum governance.” It seems that what we have 
instead is “minimum governance to protect the aam aadmi, 
maximum government to amass power in the hands of the BJP”. 
This is the tendency we must resist with all our strength.

Our work is cut out for us. As we leave this Parliament and prepare 
to return to our constituencies, let us take the message to our voters 
that the Congress Party stands resolutely with the people of India. 
We will continue to defend the defenceless. We will continue to 
work to empower the powerless. We will  continue to give voice to 
the hopes and fears and needs of the voiceless.

Happy Independence Day  Jai Hind! v

BJP hAS nOThInG nEW TO OffER ThE 

COunTRy. ThEy ATTACkED uS WIThOuT 

PRInCIPLES AnD ThEy ARE nOW 

GOvERnInG uS WIThOuT POLICIES.

ThE InDIAn nATIOnAL COnGRESS 

WILL nEvER CEASE TO BE ThE PARTy 

ThAT EmBODIES ThE SPIRIT Of ThE 

nATIOnALIST STRuGGLE AnD ThE 

PRInCIPLES Of DEmOCRACy, PLuRALISm 

AnD SOCIAL JuSTICE On WhICh 

InDEPEnDEnT InDIA hAS BEEn BuILT fOR 

nEARLy SEvEn DECADES.



Congress sandesh | 6 |  august 2014

SankalP DiwaS

WE hAvE TO BECOmE ThE vOICE Of OThERS, WE hAvE TO 
BECOmE ThE STREnGTh Of OThERS AnD hAvE TO mAkE 
ThE COnGRESS STROnG: SOnIA GAnDhI
Excerpts of the Speech of the Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the Mahila Congress Convention at the Talkatora Stadium,  
New Delhi on 20th August, 2014

Today we have collected here to 
remember Rajivji on his 70th 
birthday. Some of my sisters who 

have achieved their goal through the 
inspiration of Rajivji, they have placed their 
experiences before us. They have inspired 
all of us. Rajiv ji was a leader of the new 
generation, new India, new century and the 
contemporary history of India. He wanted 
to make the ability and competence of the 
youth an integral part of nation building. 
Even though he is not amongst us, but his 
ideals and values for which he gave his life 
will always keep inspiring us. From the time 
he became the General Secretary of the 
Party, then he specially had two objectives 
in his mind  to build strong foundation 
of taking the nation into the 21st century 
and to empower women. He always used 
to say that by ignoring half of population, 
no country can move ahead. Therefore, he 
initiated the National Perspective Plan for 
women in 1988. It was his idea to give right 
in property to women and the setting up 
of National Womens Commission was the 
result of his vision. By making the National 
Education policy, Rajiv ji first of all gave 

empowerment to girls. Navodaya Vidyalays 
were established in every villages which gave 
maximum benefit for girls.

Today, every individual sister sitting here, 
all of us, are part of the great heritage of 
the Congress. I am proud of this fact, that 
our great leaders did not leave anything to 
chance in empowerment of women, and 
struggled hard. Lakhs of women got the 
opportunity to lead and to raise their voice 
through reservation in the Panchayati Raj 
organizations. All this was the result of 
Rajiv ji’s struggle. He wanted that women 
should also get 33 percent reservation in 

Parliament and Vidhan Sabhas. The UPA 
government confronting all the difficulties 
got the Women’s Reservation Bill passed 
in the Rajya Sabha. Unfortunately, due to 
some political parties, the Bill could not be 
passed in the Lok Sabha. Today, we are in 
the Opposition, but the Congress will not 
turn back from its pledge about the Women’s 
Reservation Bill and we shall put all the 
pressure on the NDA Government so that 
this Bill is passed at the earliest.

The people who have come in the 
government, they according to their old 
habit are trying to depict a different picture 

OuR WORkS, OuR AChIEvEmEnTS WERE LEfT ASIDE AnD 

ThOSE WhO ShOWED fALSE DREAmS WEnT AhEAD. BuT 

ThAT IS nOT ThE ISSuE. WInnInG AnD LOSInG IS A PART 

Of OuR LIfE. ThE REAL ThInG In LIfE IS, TO STICk On OuR 

vALuES AnD I CAn RAISE my hEAD AnD SAy ThAT ThE 

COnGRESS hAS nEvER COmPROmISED WITh ITS vALuES 

AnD PRInCIPLES TO GAIn POLITICAL mILEAGE.
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SankalP DiwaS

A REPORT

EvERy uPA SChEmE GAvE POWER TO ThE POOR AnD 
nEEDy In InDIA fOR ThE LAST 10 yEARS: RAhuL 
GAnDhI
N e w  D e l h i :  T h e 
backdrop to Sankalp 
Diwas, organised by 
the Mahila Congress at 
the Talkatora Stadium 
on 20th August, 2014, 
to mark the 70th birth 
anniversary of former 
Prime Minister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi.
Smt.  Gandhi began her 
speech at the Talkatora Stadium by recalling that Rajiv Gandhi was the leader “of a 
new generation, a new India, a new century, and a new history of India”, and the fact 
that his goal had been to harness the energies and talents of young people for nation-
building. If he had two major goals, she stressed, they were to bring India into the 
21st century and to empower women: a country where half the population is ignored, 
Rajiv Gandhi would say, she recalled, cannot move forward.
Even as Smt. Sonia Gandhi launched a no- holds barred attack on the BJP, saying it 
had “spun a web of false dreams” to fool people into voting for it, she exhorted party 
colleagues to leave no stone unturned in ensuring that the Congress once again 
“reaches the peak”.
“The road to recovery may be long and we have to work harder than ever before, but the 
day is not far when the Congress reaches the peak again,” she said to a standing ovation.
AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi made this observation while addressing 
party members at the Convention said that often men who visit temples and worship 
“devi”;  molest women in buses and other public places. 
Most of Vice President’s speech focused on women empowerment.  He lauded UPA 
government’s contribution in giving power to the common man.  “Every UPA scheme 
gave power to the poor and needy in India for the last 10 years,” he said.
Shri Rahul Gandhi also emphasized on the need for change in national thought process. 
“The society will not change only by implementing laws. It will develop by changing 
the mindset of the people,” he said.  “We need to empower women, give them power 
and share their pain,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi. Shri Rahul Gandhi also said that “a 
tsunami of Mahila Congress will sweep the nation like the one in 2005.”
While acknowledging Congress’ attempt to strengthen women, he also took a dig at 
Modi’s government saying, “This government thinks that women should be worshipped 
but not empowered”. 
He repeated Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s stand on Women’s reservation Bill, and said that the 
Congress party would ensure that it is passed.
Mahila Congress President, Smt. Shobha Oza also made a pointed remark about 
Rajiv Gandhi’s efforts to usher in a different sort of politics   a clean politics, a veiled 
reference to the UPA years in which corruption laid the party low.
At Talkatora Stadium, as delegates waited for the day’s convention to begin, giant 
screens ran a film on Rajiv Gandhi   Indira Gandhi recalling his childhood years; Rajiv 
Gandhi answering questions during his tenure as Prime Minister  and after  on key 
issues. There were even glimpses of a typical working day in his life. v

to the people. The projects that were started 
by the congress-led UPA Government, these 
people are again make the announcement of 
the same. You tell me, who started the Nirmal 
Bharat campaign in villages? Who started the 
project of building toilets under the Mahatma 
Gandhi NREGA? Who gave equal right to 
women in ancestral property? Who made 
stringent laws to save them from domestic 
violence? Who encouraged the self-help groups 
to make lakhs of women economically strong? 
Who arranged to give loans on low interest rates 
for self-employment? Who appointed 4 lakh 80 
thousand women in ‘Asha’ project? All these 
works were done by the UPA government. We 
had started the project to give free medicines 
and hospital facilities to mothers at the time of 
delivery. The facility of giving pension to aged 
people and women was started by our UPA 
Government. Not only this, we made the first 
women President and the Lok Sabha Speaker.

We did so much, but still some people spread 
such a net in which the people got entangled. 
Our works, our achievements were left aside 
and those who showed false dreams went ahead. 
But that is not the issue. Winning and losing 
is a part of our life. The real thing in life is, to 
stick on our values and I can raise my head and 
say that the Congress has never compromised 
with its values and principles to gain political 
mileage.

I just want to say to my Mahila Congress sisters, 
that you discharge your social obligations 
with the spirit of service. Help them in getting 
facilities in all the projects, programmes and 
Acts. Go to every village, wherever you see 
injustice and atrocities on women, you should 
help them in going to the police station and to 
the courts in getting them justice. Our heads 
bow down in shame over crimes like female 
foeticide, dowry, domestic violence on women 
and rapes. We have to strongly raise our voice 
against these crimes. We have to become the 
voice of others, we have to become the strength 
of others and have to make the Congress strong.

I fully hope that you will return with this 
motive and pledge after this Convention, that 
we shall leave no stone unturned to bring back 
the prestige and glory of the Congress. Though 
the path of our struggle is a little long, we have 
to make more efforts. But I want to assure you 
that if we come together and do grass-root 
work, then that day is not far away, when the 
Congress will be at its apex again. v

(Translated from Hindi)
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SADBhAvAnA DOES nOT DIvIDE fRIEnD 
AnD fOE : SOnIA GAnDhI

Excerpts of the Speech of the Congress President at the 22nd Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana 
Award  2013 at the Jawahar Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road,  

New Delhi on 20th August, 2014

We have collected here today to give away the Rajiv 
Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award to Shri 
Muzaffar Ali on the 70th birthday of Rajiv ji.

It seems that there is no greater quality in the life of a person 
than Sadbhavana, and maybe there is no greater fault than 
hatred. In all the qualities that Rajiv ji had, this quality was one 
of them, he never had hatred against any person, even if there 
was any opponent, he would have the feeling of Sadbhavana for 
him. All the big things that have happened in this world, have 
happened through the medium of Sadbhavana, and whatever 
wrong has happened, that has maybe happened because of ill 
feeling and hatred against other person. This was true thousands 
of years ago and it is true even today. It also has another form. 
Whomsoever we feel are big and great, whose name we take 
with respect and honour, and whose principles we suggest others 
to follow, they all are a symbol of Sadbhavana. They wanted 
to spread the feeling of love and brotherhood in the hearts by 
removing the feeling of hatred from the society.

You know, by keeping this thought and ideal in his mind Rajiv 
ji had commenced his Sadbhavana yataras some time before 
his martyrdom. I remember, just as communal incidents are 
happening in many parts of the country, at that time also such 
communal and caste-based incidents were taking place. That 
is why he wanted that all over the country, in every society, to 

develop such a fervor of love and brother-hood, so that the 
forces that divide the society, the forces that make a brother 
fight against brother may not succeed. 

To spread Sadbhavana in the society where it is necessary to 
have talks with the people, sensitivity is also a must between 
one another. It is necessary that we should participate in the joy 
and trouble of one another, similarly, there are some permanent 
symbols that will never fade away and other methods are also 
needed, this work is being carried out since the development of 
civilization of mankind through literature, music and by various 
other art forms. There is a strong bond in the area of literature, 
music and art. In the history of development of mankind 
whatever progress that has been made, it has a special place.

Rajiv ji had focused attention towards this. Many of you would 
remember, that when he was the Prime Minister, he made many 
cultural centers in the country, and organized festivals of Indian 
culture in various countries of the world. While this was on one 
side was to introduce the country and the world with the Indian 
cultural values, on the other side it was to create a feeling of 
closeness and Sadbhavana among the humanity. In literature, 
music and art there is no difference between our own and others, 
it does not divide friends and foe. Today we have selected Shri 
Muzaffar Ali on the basis of this feeling. He is enriched with 
various talents. He is an artist, a film maker, a poet, writer, he 
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SaDBHaVana awaRD

new Delhi: Noted filmmaker and poet Muzaffar Ali was 
conferred the Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana award on 20th August, 
2014 for his outstanding contribution towards the promotion 
of communal harmony, peace and goodwill. 

COnGRESS In uPBEAT mODE  
In By-ELECTIOnS

new Delhi: The results of the by-elections in 18 Assembly 
constituencies in Bihar, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh and 
Karnataka, three months after the general elections gave the 
main rival  BJP a jolt.

The Congress and its allies won 10 seats out of the eighteen 
seats which went for polls.

The Congress that won five seats on its own was cautious and 
described its victory as a “qualitative rather than a quantitative” 
change. The big story, however, was the success of the “Grand 
Alliance” in Bihar, where the Congress (1), RJD (3), and the 
JD(U) (2) pooled their resources and won six of the 10 seats, 
losing two by margins as small as 700 and 400 votes. The BJP-led 
combine had won 31 of the 40 Lok Sabha seats in Bihar earlier 
this year, it had expected to replicate its performance.

In Karnataka, the Congress wrested Bellary — a seat that 
became synonymous with the mining mafia — from the BJP and 
retained Chikkodi-Sadalga. BJP sneaked through in Shikaripur.

In Punjab, the Congress retained the Patiala seat. In Madhya 
Pradesh, the Congress wrested Bahoriband from the BJP, while 
the BJP won the Vijayraghavgarh and Agar seats.

The results are also a morale booster for the Congress Party and 
its allies  ahead of Assembly elections in Maharashtra, Haryana, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Jharkhand. v

has keen interest in music, his contribution is also on stage 
shows, he is a person who has successfully organized many a big 
programme. He has to be praised for bringing together on one 
stage the singers and players of the world through Sufi music. 
Not only this, with his architect and designer wife Meera, has 
also experienced the art of craft and fashion. For this, he has 
been honoured earlier also. Who can be the best choice for the 
Sadbhavana Award today.

On this occasion I thank on behalf of you all Shri Muzaffar 
Ali and hope that in the coming time he would contribute in 
making a better society through his art. v

(Translated from Hindi)

fILmmAkER muzAffAR ALI PRESEnTED WITh  
22nD RAJIv GAnDhI nATIOnAL SADBhAvAnA AWARD

The award, instituted by the All India Congress Committee 
in honour of the former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, was 
presented to Shri Muzaffar Ali by the Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and the former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
at Jawahar Bhawan.

The AICC celebrates “Sadbhavana Diwas” every year to mark 
the birth anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi.   It was instituted to 
commemorate the lasting contribution made by him to promote 
peace, communal harmony and  fight against violence. It carries 
a citation and a cash Award of Rs.5.00 lakh. 

Hailing Muzaffar Ali as a “versatile artist, painter, filmmaker, 
poet and even a designer”, Smt. Gandhi said he truly deserved 
the honour. Dr. Singh said India and the world needed “more 
harbingers of peace and love like Muzaffar Ali”.

Praising Rajiv Gandhi for his liberal, tolerant and secular values, 
Dr. Singh expressed concern at the “recent rise of communal 
incidents” and said such incidents must not divide society. v
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Thiruvananthapuram: Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
emphasized that UPA would continue to mount pressure on the 
new Government at the Centre to pass the Women’s reservation Bill. 

Inaugurating the 16th state annual conference of Kudumbashree 
State Mission on 12th August, 2014, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said during 
the UPA Government’s tenure several legislations were enacted 
and schemes introduced to empower the women and protect the 
women and children from harassment and exploitation. “Today 
40 per cent of people’s representatives in the local bodies in the 
country are women. Here in Kerala 50 per cent of the representatives 
are women.  We had passed the Women’s reservation Bill in the 
Rajya Sabha when the UPA was in power to provide 33 per cent 
reservation for women in state Assemblies and Parliament. We 
will continue to mount pressure on the NDA Government to pass 
the   Bill in Lok Sabha where it has a majority,’’ said the Congress 
President, to the applause of the hundreds of Kudumbashree 
workers attending the annual conference. 

She recalled that the Congress-led UPA Government had taken the 
lead in promoting self-help groups with bank linkages. It had also 
passed new laws against sexual harassment and domestic violence, 
providing for stringent punishment in such cases.  Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi exhorted Gram Panchayats and self-help groups to work 
in tandem since they both had a vital socio-economic role to play.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi pointed out that women had a greater role to 
play in the emancipation of women. “You have done it in Kerala.  
Kerala is once again showing the way for the country. Now you are 
celebrating the anniversary of Kudumbashree under the theme of 
‘Resistance against poverty and social injustice’. Others have to learn 
from your experience’’ she said.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi lauded Kerala for having launched the Nirbhaya 
scheme for addressing violence against women and setting a model 
for other States. “Kerala has implemented the Nirbhaya, a tangible 
project to secure the life of women. I inaugurated the scheme early 
this year in Kochi. Government’s initiatives are essential for women’s 
empowerment. But massive support from the people is also needed’’ 
said Smt. Sonia Gandhi. “Instead of turning to government support 
for everything, women would do well to involve themselves in 
mass movements such as Kudumbashree which can change their 
lives” She added. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi observed that Kerala has eradicated poverty 
through concerted community action at the behest of local self-
government institutions. “The State has also emerged a leader 
through schemes to boost self-reliance in women and empower 
them through best education, health facilities, equal rights and 
access to sanitation”, she added.

Kudumbashree had led to the uplift of those who are vulnerable 
twice over – being a woman and also poor. The informal banking 
system functioning under the movement is a challenge on poverty, 
she observed and also said that the Mission has led women into 
organic farming, small businesses, providing educational assistance 
for the members’ wards and various other projects. “With moderate 
assistance, rural women have become entrepreneurs and have learnt 
to find solutions to their problems through their experience and 
ability”, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said.

There is a dire need for women leaders in the country and the model 
of self-sufficiency and women empowerment set by Kerala through 
Kudumbashree could well be emulated internationally, she added.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi also said Kudumbashree self-help groups could 
empower lakhs of women from the weaker sections of the society. 
Lakhs of self-help groups have associated with banks to provide 
scholarships for girl students, pension for widows. New laws have 
been enacted to prevent sexual harassment in workplace, domestic 
violence against women and children. The Congress President said 
that she was apprehensive about the increase in violence against 
women.

Presiding over the function, Chief Minister Shri Oommen Chandy 
said that Kudumbashree’s achievements had earned international 
acclaim and become pride of Kerala. 

Congress President slams nDA govt, says there is a 
spurt in communal violence after BJP came to power
new Delhi: Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 12th August, 
2014 launched a attack on the Narendra Modi led NDA government 
at the Centre over the increasing incidents of communal conflicts 
in the country, especially in the northern India. “There has been 
a spurt in communal violence in the country, especially in some 
states, after the new government came to power,” Smt. Sonia said 

We will continue to mount pressure on nDA Govt to pass  
Women’s Reservation Bill: Sonia Gandhi
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amethi:    Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi visited his 
parliamentary constituency Amethi 
on 25th July, 2014 and thanked the 
people for their support in the recent 
Lok Sabha elections. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
visited villages in his constituency 
and interacted with locals 
and party supporters.

The Congress vice-
president took a dig at 
the Narendra Modi-
led government at the 
Centre for failing to 
control the rising prices. He also said that there is a difference 
between what they say and what they do. “NDA’s biggest promise 
was that they will bring the prices down. But vegetable prices have 
gone up drastically,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

  ”The Modi government has failed to check price rise & 
corruption. They made big promises on reducing inflation but 
prices are rising,” added the Congress Vice President. On being 
asked about the recent Maharashtra Sadan row, where a Muslim 
catering manager was force fed by a Shiv Sena MP, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi blamed the Shiv Sena and the BJP for the controversy.

He also said that the ideology of RSS and the BJP has been exposed 
after Maharashtra Sadan row. “This is the ideology of the BJP and 
Shiv Sena. They base their politics on bullying people,” he said.

Arriving from Lucknow by road, he drove to Babupur Sarraiya 
village in Jagdishpur Block, Gauri Dubey Kar Purva in Jamo 
Block and Bansi Thauri in Naseerabad Block.  Shri Rahul Gandhi 
promised installation of water tanks run by solar power in 
Babupur Sarraiya and Gauri Dubey Kar Purwa for convenience 
of the locals. He also paid a visit to the house of Congress leader 
Jang Bahadur Singh at Gaura in Gauriganj assembly segment to 
condole the death of his son Shri Daddan Singh who was killed on 
June 14. Later, he also took part in a ‘roza iftar’ in Salon later in the 
evening, besides meeting the common people in Amethi town. v

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul Gandhi condole 
death of school children in Telangana 

new Delhi:  Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and AICC 
Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 24th July, 2014 expressed 
their condolences to the families of the 19 school children who 
were killed when a train rammed into their school bus at an 
unmanned level crossing in Telangana.

“Smt Sonia Gandhi has expressed deep grief at the accident in 
Medak where several children lost their lives. Extending her 
condolences to the families, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that her 
prayers were with them in this moment and expressed the hope 
that all necessary steps are taken to ensure full road and rail safety, 
“said an AICC press release.

“My deepest condolences to the families of those who lost their 
children in the terrible accident in Medak,” Shri Gandhi said in 
a statement.

He also appealed for making road and rail safety a “priority”.

“We must make rail and road safety a priority to ensure that such 
accidents do not take place and innocent lives are not lost,” Shri 
Rahul ji said.

At least 19 students were killed and some 20 other children 
injured when the bus of a private school was rammed by a train 
at Masayipet, about 70 km from Hyderabad. v

while addressing Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee convention 
in Thiruvananthapuram.

Referring to the communal violence in Uttar Pradesh, she said, 
“Incidents of communal violence especially in North have increased 
in the 11 weeks of new government. This is of great concern to all of 
us. During UPA 1 and UPA 2 there were no such cases of violence.

“Nothing less than 600 incidents of communal violence and as many 
in Maharashtra in a short span. We wonder why all those suddenly 
after BJP has come to power,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi. “We believe 
that these incidents are created deliberately to divide the people on 
caste lines,” added the Congress President. “We believe that these 
incidents are created deliberately to divide the people on caste lines,” 
further said Smt. Sonia Gandhi. “We should promote the idea of a 
secular and plural society,” she said.

She also slammed the Modi government for its attitude towards the 
happenings at Gaza. “In the Lok Sabha, we were unable to initiate a 
discussion, but in the Rajya Sabha we were able to take up the issue 

Rahul Gandhi visits Amethi, slams BJP, 
RSS, Shiv Sena & modi govt

for discussion. We have always expressed our solidarity with the 
Palestinians. At the moment, the guns there have fallen silent,” said 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi. The Congress President commented that the 
BJP-led NDA government at the Centre has betrayed India’s long 
tradition of solidarity with the oppressed people of Palestine. She 
also asked Congress workers in Kerala to work hard to empower 
the Congress. “We should work hard to fight against forces that are 
dividing the country. We should work to make Congress the party 
that can carry the hopes of people,” urged Sonia Gandhi. She also 
credited former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru for making India 
what it is today by his hard work. v
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Politics to Rajiv Gandhi came as an accident. It took 
the nation by storm with his vision of information 
technology and development. He was immensely 

interested in technology.He adopted Gandhian swaraj by4 
espousing grass roots democracy.

Rajiv’s passion was flying and aviation.  Rajiv once said “I 
have no love for politics. I would rather be a pilot but never a 
politician.” 

His mother’s involvement in politics did not dampen his spirit 
from pursuing his interests. He enrolled himself for 
flying lessons during his holidays in England. When 
he returned from England back to India, he joined 
the Indian Airlines training course at Hyderabad. 

In June 1980 his bliss was rudely disrupted one 
day when the family received a big jolt on account 
of the sudden demise of Sanjay Gandhi. He  died 
unexpectedly in an air crash near Safdarjang Airport, 
Delhi.

Sanjay’s untimely death put pressure 
on Rajiv to enter politics and help 
his mother who was then besieged 
by many internal and external 
challenges. He resisted these 
pressures at first, as he had no 
interest in politics. But later 
he bowed to the logic of the 
situation and decided to enter 
politics much against his 
desire.

On constant request from 
his mother Indira Gandhi, 
he decided to contest. His 
entry was crit icized by 
many in the press, public 

and opposition parties. Within a few 
months of his election as a Member 
of Parliament, Rajiv Gandhi acquired 
significant inf luence over the party 
and had become an important political 
advisor to his mother. He was elected 
as the general secretary of the All-India 
Congress Committee and subsequently 
became the President of  the Youth 
Congress. He developed an interest and 

knowledge in the subjects of public administration and 
political developments.

In 1986, Rajiv Gandhi announced a “national 
education policy to modernize and expand higher 
education programs across India. Rajiv Gandhi 
brought a revolution in the field of information 
technology and telecom. The idea helped in 

originating the Mahanagar Telephone Nigam 
Limited, popularly known as MTNL. It was he who 

transcended telecom services to the rural 
India or ‘India in true sense’. 

He dismantled the License Raj  - 
government quotas, tariffs and 

permit regulations on economic 
activity -  modernized the 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
indust r y,  the  educat ion 
system, expanded science 
and technology initiatives 
and improved relat ions 
with  countries across the 
world.

Rajiv was a vivid reader 
and his bookshelves were 
always lined with volumes 

Remembering Rajivji

ARChITECT Of ThE  
TWEnTy-fIRST CEnTuRy

Dr M Veerappa Moily

tRiBUteS
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on science and engineering. Music also had a pride of place in 
his interests. He liked Western, Hindustani classical, as well as 
modem music. He dwelt in a good photography and amateur 
radio. 

Rajiv also played a pivotal role in starting the 1982 Asian Games 
in Delhi. It facilitated him to build a world class infrastructure  
for Delhi apart from the state of art sports stadiums. Rajiv could 
be very well named as the architect of modern Delhi But things 
did not remain smooth for long. His mother Indira Gandhi 
was gunned down by the bullets of her own security guards on 
October 31st 1984. Rajiv was devastated.

On that fateful day, Rajiv was in the interior of West Bengal 
addressing political meetings. Tragedy overtook him and he was 
extremely grieved. He dashed to Delhi and before he knew, the 
nation’s responsibility fell on his shoulders as he was sworn in 
as the Prime Minister of India the very same evening.

Later it was told of him “No one could have ascended to power 
- becoming both Prime Minister and Congress President - in 
more tragic and tormenting circumstances than Rajiv did in the 
wake of his mother’s brutal assassination on 31 October, 1984. 
But he bore the awesome burden of personal grief and national 
responsibility with remarkable poise, dignity and restraint.”

Thus Rajiv was sworn in as prime minister at the age of forty. At 
40, he was the youngest Prime Minister of India and possibly the 
youngest elected head of any country. He once quoted- “I have 
no love for politics. But in accepting the challenge, I fulfilled 
a national duty. He brought into politics energy, enthusiasm, 
and vision-qualities badly needed to lead the divided country. 
Moreover, his looks, personal charm, and reputation as “Mr. 
Clean” were assets that won him many friends in India and 
abroad, especially in the United States.

Rajiv Gandhi seemed to have understood the magnitude of 
the most critical and urgent problems that faced the nation 
when he assumed office. In his capacity as the Prime Minister, 
he signed the Punjab, Assam and Mizoram accords. For the 
settlement of the Tamil ethnic crisis, he signed Indo-Sri Lanka 
According July 1987. These accords and settlements stabilised 
the consolidation of Bharat. He had done it with remarkable 
tact, skill and diplomacy. 

When the Panchayati Raj Bill was defeated in Rajya Sabha, Rajiv 
Gandhi tendered his resignation and sought for a fresh mandate 
in the year 1989. Here was a Prime Minister who staked the 
Prime Minister’s office and the entire government for a national 
cause. This act of renunciation is unknown in the history of 
the nation except the renunciation of power to become Prime 
Minister in the year 2004 and 2009 by Sonia ji.

During his tenure as Prime Minister, several reforms were 
brought about in administration, economy and technology. 
The Panchayati Raj was introduced and the voting age was also 

reduced from 21 to 18 years. Even in the field of “education 
a new education policy was framed and the Indira Gandhi 
National Open University was established.

His achievement in the international field was also significant. 
He was a firm believer of total disarmament and presented an 
Action Plan before the Special Session on Disarmament at the 
United Nations General Assembly. He also directed his efforts 
to promote a sustained and continued cooperation among 
the Members of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) Countries.

He was a champion of human rights and was opposed to 
oppression and exploitation. He once said, “I believe that 
apartheid is a blot on civilization. We must remove it”

The vision of Rajiv Gandhi of building India as one of the Super 
Powers of the world in the 21st century is unparallel. The task 
was well crafted by him through his revolution in Information 
Technology, constitution of technological missions, research 
and development, policy of liberalisation and leadership role 
among comity of nations would have transformed India in to 
the foremost global powers. Every reform or revolution that is 
ushered is his brainchild and product of his dream which now 
sought to be realised. Telecom revolution is one such measure 
which has no parallel in the world. 

He wanted to see India as a great power by the beginning of the 
21st century. Rajiv’s charismatic personality, won the hearts of 
his countrymen. His smiling face and his pattern of behavior 
and his manners were so attractive and appealing that he would 
turn his foes into friends. 

Though he lost power in December 1989, he was on the crest 
of his popularity and seen as if he was destined to be the future 
Prime Minister of India again. But, alas tragedy struck while he 
was on a tour doing his election campaigning in Sriperambudur 
near Chennai. He was assassinated in a suicide bombing attack 
by Sri Lankan Terrorists who claimed to have taken revenge on 
him for his intervention in the Sri Lankan civil war. 

In Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination, the country lost a great leader. 
We can still say- What would have been the fate of the nation if 
Rajiv Gandhi were to be alive today? He would have turned to be 
the strongest Prime Minister of the world and the 21st Century. 

Rajiv Gandhi was posthomously awarded the Highest National 
Award of India, Bharat Ratna, joining a list of 40 luminaries, 
including Mrs. Indira Gandhi. Today this great soul still lives 
in the hearts of many Indians as a diligent man who with his 
flair for quiet efficiency and smooth coordination turned out 
to be one of India’s best leaders. v

(The author is a member of Parliament  
and Senior Congress leader)
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Even though Rajiv Gandhi 
ji is not amongst is in 
this world. As a leader 

of the masses and as Prime 
Minister the path he laid for 
taking the country to the heights 
of glory in International horizon 
is etched in golden words in 
our history. He played a special 
role in making India modern, 
prosperous and strong. Rajiv 
Gandhi was such a person, 
who wanted to take the flow of 
development from Himalaya to 
Kanya Kumari. Rajiv Gandhi in 
his spotless, public and political 
career which ever played role   he in all aspect pure like gold and 
he left a stamp of progressive and permanent leader in the minds 
of the people of the nation. 

Whereas while an one hand the greatness of his personality was 
visible, on the other hand his commitment to national interest 
and co-existence of all religion was visible in his core. His thinking 
was a blend of the service and struggle of Mahatma Gandhi the 
thinking and ideals of Pandit Nehru and the far sight and decision 
taking capability.

Rajiv Gandhi had a clear vision and direction against communalism. 
Rajivji had always struggled against fascist forces, hatred, 
extremism, illiteracy and poverty. Supporter of secularism Rajiv 
Gandhi was a messenger of ahimsa, brotherhood and peace. Rajiv 
Gandhi used to think that communal unity and brotherhood were 
the centre of our cultural identity and our glorious traditions. He 
wanted to raise the country above the narrow boundary of caste, 
religion and communalism. His efforts was to make India a bouquet 
of mutual brotherhood which follows the path shown by Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pandit Nehru and Indira Gandhi and build new heights of 
progress while continuously moving ahead.

Rajiv Gandhi assumed his responsibilities as the Prime Minister in 

difficult conditions, and the way 
even in those trying conditions 
he overcame those flame of 
communalism without losing 
his cool is unforgetfull. The 
manner in which Rajiv ji tried 

to douse the flames of communalism with patience, determination 
and rationality there emerged a picture of his personality by which 
there was an appeal to the misguided people to leave the path of 
violence. The entire country is a witness to the wisdom and manner 
in which Rajiv ji brought about peace facing his challenging 
responsibility.

The India of Rajiv Gandhi’s dream was making of a India in which 
existed the feeling of “All should be happy. All should be wealthy.” 
After coming into politics Rajiv Gandhi had an image of the India in 
his mind about which he said – “I see dreams of such a India which 
is strong, self-dependent and should lead other nations in human 
service.” He often talked of taking the country into the Twenty-first 
century. His intention in this was that the poor and colonial past is 
removed and moves towards progress and prosperity.

Rajiv Gandhi had true sympathy in his mind for the poor and 
was keen to establish such a society in which everybody lives with 
equality and self-respect. He wanted to see such an India where in 
the house of the poor, in which the passage of prosperity is visible. 
After entering into public life, he visited various places in India 
– particularly rural areas, so that he could visualize the heart and 
soul of India in the villages. Mahatma Gandhi who had visualized 

RAJIv GAnDhI WAS A SymBOL Of 
COmmITmEnT TOWARDS humAnITy 
AnD RESPECT fOR ALL RELIGIOnS

Suresh Pachauri

...continued on page 21
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The 67 years of independence in India witnessed 
uncompromising efforts of the Congress Party to ensure 
emergence of India as the strongest Nation state within the 

paradigm set up by the preamble of the constitution. The Prime 
Ministers under Congress Party were primarily concerned towards 
the growth of a political culture where orientations, overt-covert 
behaviours & attitudes of the leadership are rooted in universal 
denominations. Infact, the Congress party and its workers irrigated 
the democratic set up through its blood & hard work. Unlike the 
current regime of BJP, where direct and indirect linkages of state 
machinery are being misused to reorient  the inclusive political 
culture to parochialism (Recently, Shri Mohan Bhagwat said that 
all Indians are Hindus), the Congress led governments have always 
worked for political culture & institutions, where civilization is 
perceived as a continuous process of   shared zone of culture & 
institutions are supposed to work for inherent rights of individuals 
irrespective of any ism. Shri Modi & other leaders of BJP, always 
emphasize segregation of different sign & symbols according to 
their parochial understanding. Remember, Shri Modi & Shri Shiv 
Raj Singh Chauhan have continuously disrespected the caps of 
Muslim & refused to wear in public.

But, the leadership of Congress Party was responsible and aware 
of challenges faced by the independent country. The approach of 
responsible and relevant leadership was evident in the functioning 
& ideas of Mahatma Gandhi  as he always talked about   Indian 
civilization, and not about Hindu civilisation. He said, “Is the god 
of Mohammedan different from the God of Hindu? Religions are 
different roads converging to the same Point”. The Congress party 
always motivated the leadership to seek legitimacy within the 
framework of the preamble. It was very clear to the leadership that 
all types of developments may become irrelevant, if the political 
culture & vision of government would be rooted outside the 
preamble.

Infact, Nehru was very careful about the nature of constituent 
Assembly & constitution & worked for universal denomination. 
As early as 1936, Nehru, as Congress President, was clear that 
the constitution of India should be framed on the basis of 

IDEA Of InDIA AnD vISIOn 
Of COnGRESS PARTy

“A nation’s culture resides in the  
heart & soul of it’s people”

 - Mahatma Gandhi

Dr Surendra kumar

adult franchise. The objectives outlined 
in the Election Manifesto of Congress 
Party (adopted by AICC on 22/8/1936) 
clearly reflected concern for the issues 
necessary for democracy. It included 
“Establishing National Independence, 
Relief of burden of peasantry, Abolition of 
untouchability.”Apart from social movements 
of Phule and  Babasaheb, for the first time 
abolition of untouchability   became a 
political agenda of   any political party in 
colonial period.

The Vision of discrimination free India was again reflected on 13 
Dec. 1946 in the objectives resolution of Constituent Assembly read 
by Nehru. He said that the features of governance was “wherein 
shall be guaranteed and secured to all the people of India justice, 
social, economic and political, equality of status, of opportunity 
and before the law; freedom of thought” expression, belief, faith, 
worship, vocation, Wherein safeguards as Shall be provided for 
minorities, backwards, and tribal areas & depressed and other 
backward classes.”

Thus, the key aspect, Nehru had rightly emphasized that universal 
denomination and justice may be achieved by developing 
institutions immune to parochialism. He began an era of people 
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...continued on page 19

centred institutions and these   institutions became backbone of 
industrialisation in India.  Moreover, the range and diversity of 
institutions broadly touched all aspects of development and the 
development was regulated in organised way through Planning 
Commission setting target for 5 years.

After  crafting planning for every 5 years, Nehru unleashed land 
reforms, expansion of public sector, multipurpose irrigation 
projects, anti-discriminatory measures such as Anti-untouchability 
law 1955 and established institutions   such as National physical 
laboratory, first laboratory for self sustaining scientific & 
technological growth, department of Atomic Energy, first nuclear 
reactor in trombay, Indian National Committee for space research 
(INCOSPAR, 1962), Rocket launching facility (TERCS), UGC, 
Secondary Education Commision, IIT at Kharagpur, Madras, 
Kanpur, Delhi, Science & Technology Resolution in Loksabha in 
1958, PANCHSHEEL etc.

Apart from institution building, Nehru focused on consolidation & 
growth of public institutions; Congress under the leadership of Lal 
Bahadur Shastri focused on autonomy and proper functioning of 
institutions. As a person, he established new landmarks of integrity 
and transparency. In this regard, he motivated bureaucracy to 
work for people, framed code of conduct for ministers in 1964 & 
appointed Central Vigilance Commission. Further, he established 
an Administrative Reform Commission to speed up governmental 
machinery. The red tapism in bureaucracy may be understood from 
the fact he declared Wednesday as meeting less  day in bureaucracy 
so that they could handle pending files.

The contemporary challenges of his times were dealt in the frame of 
preamble, without falling to the trap of parochialism. The country 
faced food crisis & degree of crisis may be understood from the fact 
that India was importing food up to 1 million tonnes per month. 
The Congress led government carefully examined the root cause. 
Obviously, Shastri increased procurement price up to 16% which 
was opposed by bureaucracy. As a long term measure, Shastri set 
up Food Corporation of India (FCI) & reorganised Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research & improved pay scales for agriculturist 
scientists. Again, the issue of Hindi as official language from Jan. 
1965 perceived & created problem in non-Hindi speaking areas. 
The pro-active, persuasive, non combative approach of Shastri 
converted a major crisis into solution by assuring people of non-
Hindi speaking areas. He said, “So I would have it as an alternative 
language as long as people require it  & the decision for that I 
would  leave not to the Hindi knowing people, but to the non-Hindi 
knowing people.”

The leadership of Congress Party under Indira Gandhi dared to 
focus on those issues which aimed to ensure equality, developments 
& Social justice. As per estimate, the 5.4 million population  
was unemployed in 1968.   Indira Gandhi initiated radical 
transformation oriented policies such as land reforms, ending of 
privy purse, putting land reforms in  ninth schedule, nationalization 
of bank, employment guarantee scheme, food for work, programme, 
scheme for small scale farmers, rural industrialization, introduced 
gobar gas plant, solar energy, family planning. The twenty point 
programme of Indira Gandhi made it clear that divisive issues had 

no place in democracy & raised the bar of political culture. The 
radical aspect of reforms by Smt. Gandhi may be understood from 
the fact that many revolts started within Congress against Indira, 
but she became more stronger after every revolts & expanded the 
base of party by focusing on issues such as nationalization of bank, 
reservation in   Kendriya Vidalaya,   Reservation in teaching in 
Higher education, ban on land alienation of SC/ST etc.

In a way, India Gandhi removed the barriers in rural areas; as a 
result the people from rural areas participated in politics & the 
process of development.  Another dimension to the whole process 
was emergence of young generation. It was mainly concerned with 
empowerment & employment. Obviously, there was need of up 
gradation of technology.

The leadership of Congress under Shri Rajiv Gandhi captured 
the aspirations of young generation. On the one hand, he took 
democracy from Parliament to Mohallas of rural areas in the form 
of Panchayati Raj, on the other, he  focused on youth as skilled and 
pro-scheme  & technique oriented. To begin with, Rajiv Gandhi 
established the ministry of Human Resource Development during 
his tenure as a P.M., continued the anti-poverty programmes of 
Smt. Indira Gandhi and also initiated a policy of allocation of 10% 
of total credit of banks to weaker sections. Infact, he focused on 
strengthening the infrastructure at village & aimed to stop brain 
drain from villages.

He started a new education policy which aimed to address the 
issues of  internalization of science & technology as integral part 
of education, education of girls, issue of drop out, etc.

The initiation of operation black board, which included that every 
school has two teachers, mid day meals & required infrastructure, 
strengthened school system at local level. Further, the structure 
of schools was re-crafted as model school, technical school & 
non formal education. The introduction of Navodaya School and 
IGNOU provided alternate channel of learning beyond age bar, 
drop outs & socio-economic deprivation. Rajiv Gandhi introduced 
the concept of inter-disciplinarily and autonomy.

In order to promote, education of women, Rajiv Gandhi started 
structural change by establishing a new ministry of women 
welfare, ensuring 10% of Cabinet members were women and 10% 
of parliament measures were women. Under his tenure, offence of 
dowry not only became non-bailable, but also the imprisonment 
increased to 5 year. His focus was modernization of India, 
upgradation according to relevant technology, ending inspector 
Raj; therefore, he conducted bilateral agreements in technology 
with America & Australia. His commitment for rural development 
became rural from the facts that out of 20 point programme, 13 
points were related to rural development. Although, the CPM 
opposed Rajiv Gandhi’s decision for computerization of India, the 
relevance of his decision in appreciated today.

Meanwhile the era of green revolution and new education policy 
resulted in the awakening of people for social justice. The leadership 
of Congress after Rajiv ji realised  the aspirations challenges of 
urban & rural population. The era of globalization was unleashed 
and doors were open for global investment.  Internet was first 
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QuIT InDIA mOvEmEnT
The Quit India Movement or the August Kranti was a civil 

disobedience movement launched in India in August 1942 in response 
to Mahatma Gandhi’s call for satyagraha. The All-India Congress 

Committee proclaimed a mass protest demanding what Gandhiji called “an 
orderly British withdrawal” from India. His call to Do or Die, issued on  

8 August at the Gowalia Tank Maidan in Mumbai in 1942 was the  
curtain-raiser.

The Britishers were prepared to act. Almost the entire INC leadership, 
not just at the national level, was imprisoned without trial within hours 

after Gandhi’s speech.

We are herewith reproducing the Resolution that was passed by the 
Congress. This is for the knowledge and information of our esteemed readers 

as to how the Congress fought the war for freedom.

The failure of the Cripps-Congress 
t a l k s  w h i c h  h a d  i n i t i a l l y 
raised public expectations and 

excitement to a high pitch, caused a lot of 
disappointment.

Soon after the departure of Cripps, Gandhiji 
decided that the time for sterner policy and 
programme had come. The Japanese were 
knocking at India’s gates. The suffering 
of the people as a result of prolonged 
war and a prevailing misgovernment 
was becoming unbearable. The attitude 
of the British Government did not show 
any change of heart. Gandhiji once again 
took up a revolutionary stand and started 
a campaign in his weekly paper, Harijans, 

holding forth Quit India idea. Gandhi felt 
convinced that the British presence was 
the incentive for the Japanese attack. He 
said: “I am convinced that the time has 
come for the British and the Indians to be 
reconciled to complete separation from 
each other. Complete and immediate 
orderly withdrawal of the British from 
India at least in reality… …will at once 
put the Allied cause on a completely 
moral basis. The first condition of British 
success is the undoing of the wrong. I ask 
every Briton to support me in my appeal 
to the British at this hour to retire from 
every Asiatic and African possession. 
And when one puts morals, in the scales, 

there is nothing but gain to Britain, India 
and the world. I ask for a bloodless end of 
an unnatural domination and for a new 
era. Leave India to God and if that be too 
much, leave her to anarchy, necessity for 
withdrawal lies in its being immediate.”

genesis

The Working Committee, however, passed 
a resolution on July the 14th at Wardha, 
based on “Quit India” demand. The 
Congress gave 24 days to the Government 
to make a favourable response. On 15th 
July, 1942 Mahatma Gandhi told the 
foreign press that if the movement had 
to be launched it would be a non-violent 
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one. On 25th July, 1942, President Chiang 
Kai-shek wrote to President Roosevelt to 
intervene so that the Congress was not 
forced to launch the movement. The letter 
was forwarded to Churchill but nothing 
came out of it.

A meeting of the All India Congress 
Committee was held in Bombay on 
7th August, 1942 as scheduled, and on 
August 8th, the now famous “Quit India” 
resolution was passed. The AICC meeting 
at Bombay was one of the most remarkable 
gatherings and was more like a Congress 
session judged by the number of people 
that it attracted. The atmosphere was most 
tense and the speeches that were delivered 
on the resolution showed the intensity 
of feeling that had been raised. Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru moved this resolution 
and Sardar Patel seconded it. The text of 
this fateful resolution that was destined 
to let loose a cataclysm of mass uprising 
beyond precedent and expectation in the 
following months, throughout the country, 
is given below.

Quit india Resolution (august 7-8, 1942 
Bombay, aiCC)

“The All India Congress Committee has 
given the most careful consideration to 
the reference made to it by the Working 
Committee in their resolution dated July 14, 
1942, and to subsequent events, including 
the development of the war situation, the 
utterances of responsible spokesman of the 
British Government, and the comments 
and criticisms made in India and abroad. 
The Committee approves of and endorses 
that resolution and is of the opinion that 
events subsequent to it have given it further 
justification, and have made it clear that the 
immediate ending of British rule in India 
is an urgent necessity, both for the sake of 
India and for the success of the cause of 
the United Nations. The continuation of 
that rule is degrading and enfeebling India 
and making her progressively less capable 
of defending herself and of contributing to 
the cause of world freedom.

The Committee has viewed with dismay 
the deterioration of the situation on the 
Russian and Chinese fronts and conveys 
to the Russian and Chinese people its high 
appreciation of their heroism in defence of 
their freedom. This increasing peril makes 

it incumbent on all those who strive for 
freedom and who sympathise with the 
victims of aggression, to examine the 
foundations of the policy so far pursued 
by the Allied Nations, which have led to 
repeated and disastrous failure. It is not 
by adhering to such arms and policies 
and methods that failure can be converted 
into success, for past experience has 
shown that failure is inherent in them. 
These policies have been based not on 
freedom so much as on the domination 
of subject and colonial countries, and the 
continuation of the imperialist tradition 
and method. The possession of empire, 
instead of adding to the strength of the 
ruling Power, has become a burden and 
a curse. India, the classic land of modern 
imperialism, has become the crux of the 
question, for by the freedom of India will 
Britain and the United Nations be judged, 
and the peoples of Asia and Africa be filled 
with hope and enthusiasm. The ending of 
British rule in this country is thus a vital 
and immediate issue on which depend 
the future of the war and the success of 
freedom and democracy. A free India will 
assure that success by throwing all her great 
resources in the struggle for freedom and 
against the aggression of Nazism, Fascism 
and Imperialism. This will not only affect 
materially the fortunes of the war, but will 
bring all subject and oppressed humanity 
on the side of the United Nations, and 
give these Nations whose ally India would 
be, the moral and spiritual leadership 
imperialism will affect the fortunes of all 
the United Nations.

“The peril of today, therefore, necessitates 
the independence of India and the ending 
of British domination. No future promise 
or guarantees can affect the present 
situation or meet the peril. They cannot 
produce the needed psychological effect on 
the mind of the masses. Only the glow of 
freedom now can release that energy and 
enthusiasm of millions of people which 
will immediately transform the nature of 
the war.

“The AICC therefore repeats with all 
emphasis the demand for the withdrawal 
of the British Power from India. On the 
declaration of India’s Independence, a 
Provisional Government will be formed 
and Free India will become an ally of the 

United Nations, sharing with them in the 
trials and tribulations of the joint enterprise 
of the struggle for freedom. The Provisional 
Government can only be formed by the 
co-operation of the principal parties and 
groups in the country. It will thus be a 
composite government, representative of all 
important sections of the people of India. 
Its primary functions must be to defend 
India and resist aggression with all the 
armed as well as the non-violent forces at its 
command, together with its Allied powers, 
to promote the well-being and progress of 
the workers in the fields and factories and 
elsewhere, to whom essentially all power 
and authority must belong. The Provisional 
Government will evolve a scheme for a 
Constituent assembly which will prepare 
a constitution for the government of India 
acceptable to all sections of the people. This 
constitution according to the Congress 
view, should be a federal one, with largest 
measure of autonomy for the federating 
units, and with the residuary powers 
vesting in these units. The future relations 
between India and the Allied Nations will 
be adjusted by representatives of all these 
free countries conferring together for 
their mutual advantage and for their co-
operation in the common task of resisting 
aggression. Freedom will enable India 
to resist aggression effectively with the 
people’s untied will and strength behind it.

“The freedom of India must be the symbol 
of and prelude to the freedom of all other 
Asiatic nations under foreign dominations. 
Burma, Malaya, Indo-China, the Dutch 
Indies, Iran and Iraq must also attain 
their complete freedom. It must be clearly 
understood that such of these countries as 
are under Japanese control now must not 
subsequently be placed under the rule of 
control of any other Colonial Power.

“While the AICC must primarily be 
concerned with the independence and 
defence of India in this hour of danger, the 
Committee is of opinion that the future 
peace, security and ordered progress of 
the world demand a World Federation of 
free nations, and on no other basis can the 
problems of the modern world be solved. 
Such a World Federation would ensure 
the freedom of its constituent nations, the 
prevention of aggression and exploitation 
by one nation over another, the protection 
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introduced by VSNL in 1995 in 6 cities, 
NASCOM was launched to promote IT 
industry similarly and the midday meal 
scheme was launched in 1995.

The leadership of Congress under Dr. 
Manmohan Singh as PM and Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi as UPA chairperson witnessed 
a new era of political culture in India 
where the discourse of Tohfa was replaced 
by discourse of rights of citizens. The 
Congress introduced Right to education, 
right to information, Rashtriya Swasthya 
Sewa Yojna, Right to Education, Right 
to Employment, Reservation to OBC in 
admission etc. A range of initiatives were 
taken which enabled the leadership to take 
responsibility of governance.

The contrast of leadership becomes clear  
from the fact the leadership of Congress 
has always been   more than ready to get 
sacrifice   for the nation, but the saffron 
party is specially crafted to ensure sacrifice 
of rights and  freedom of people as citizen 
of India as it always work outside the 
frame established by the Preamble of 
Constitution.  The manner in which the 
rural India is being communalized now 
under BJP is a matter of concern. The entire 
tenure of all types of leadership of Congress 
never witnessed violation of autonomy of 
institutions as witnessed under BJP in case 
of education system (recently, DU) and 
judiciary, and  polarisation as witnessed in 
Muzzaffar Nagar,  Kanth and other areas 
of India. Therefore the key contribution 
of the leaders of the Congress party was 
to be relevant as per demand of time and 
ensure fulfilment of aspiration of citizens 
within framework set up by Preamble  of 
Constitution by making India an inclusive 
and unity in diversity oriented  Nation 
State. v

(The author is a Professor of History in 
Delhi University and a Secretary in AICC 

Intellectual Department)

of national minorities, the advancement 
of all backward areas and peoples, and the 
pooling of the world’s resources for the 
common good of all. On the establishment 
of such a World Federation, disarmament 
would be practicable in all countries, 
national armies, navies and air forces 
would no longer be necessary, and a World 
Federal Defence Force would keep the 
world peace and prevent aggression.

“An independent India would gladly join 
such a World Federation and co-operate 
on an equal basis with other nations in the 
solution of international problems.

“Such a Federation should be open to all 
nations who agree with its fundamental 
principles. In view of the war, however, the 
Federation must inevitably, to begin with, 
be confined to the United Nations. Such a 
step taken now will have a most powerful 
effect on the war, on the people of the Axis 
countries, and on the peace to come.

“The Committee regretfully realizes, 
however, that despite the tragic and 
overwhelming lessons of the war and 
the perils that overhand the world, the 
governments of few countries are yet 
prepared to take this inevitable step 
towards World Federation. The reactions of 
the British Government and the misguided 
criticism of the foreign press also make it 
clear that even the obvious demand for 
India’s independence is resisted, though 
this has been made essentially to meet 
the present peril and to enable India to 
defend herself and help China and Russia 
in their hour of need. The Committee is 
anxious not to embarrass in any way the 
defence of China or Russia, whose freedom 
is precious and must be preserved, or to 
jeopardize the defensive capacity of the 
United Nations. But the peril grows both to 
India and these nations, and in action and 
submission to a foreign administration at 
this stage is not only degrading India and 
reducing her capacity to defend herself 
and resist aggression, but is no answer 
to that growing peril and is no service to 
the peoples of the United Nations. The 
earnest appeal of the Working Committee 
to Great Britain and the United Nations 
has so far met with no response, and the 
criticism made in many foreign quarters 
have shown an ignorance of India’s and the 

world’s need, and sometimes even hostility 
to India’s freedom, which is significant 
of a mentality of domination and racial 
superiority which cannot be tolerated by 
a proud people conscious of their strength 
and of the justice of their cause.

“The AICC would yet again, at this last 
moment, in the interest of world freedom, 
renew this appeal to Britain and the United 
Nations. But the Committee feels that it is 
no longer justified in holding the nation 
back from endeavouring to assert its will 
against an imperialist and authoritarian 
government which dominates over it 
and prevents it from function in its own 
interest and in the interest of humanity. The 
Committee resolves, therefore, to sanction 
for the vindication of India’s inalienable 
right to freedom and independence, the 
starting of a mass struggle on non-violent 
lines on the widest possible scale, so that 
the country might utilize all the non-
violent strength it has gathered during 
the last twenty-two years of peaceful 
struggle. Such a struggle must inevitable 
be under the leadership of Gandhiji and 
the Committee requests him to take the 
lead and guide the nation in the steps to 
be taken.

“The Committee appeals to the people of 
India to face the dangers and hardships 
that will fall to their lot with courage and 
endurance, and to hold together under 
the leadership of Gandhiji, and carry out 
his instructions as disciplined soldiers of 
Indian freedom. They must remember 
that non-violence is the basis of this 
movement. A time may come when it 
may not be possible to issue instruction 
or for instruction to reach our people, 
and when no Congress Committees can 
function. When this happens, every man 
and woman, who is participating in this 
movement must function for himself 
or herself within the four corners of the 
general instructions issued. Every Indian 
who desires freedom and strives for it must 
be his own guide urging him on along 
the hard road where there is no resting 
place and which leads along ultimately to 
independence and deliverance of India.

“Lastly, whilst the AICC has stated its own 
view of the future governance under free 
India, the AICC wishes to make it quite 

...continued from page 16
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clear to all concerned that by embarking on 
mass struggle it has no intention of gaining 
power for the Congress. The power when 
it comes, will belong to the whole people 
of India.” v
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Born of the soil of Bhopal, the Capital of 
Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Shankar Dayal 
Sharma, was of saint tradition who 

will be remembered as the nourisher, enricher 
and promoter in politics. Dr. Shankar Dayal 
Sharma was born on 19th August, 1918 in the 
Gulyadai area of Bhopal. In his long public 
journey the values of human developments 
and the records Dr. Saheb had created were 
worth following, inspiring and devotional. 
With his inspiration and dedication in his life, 
his image in personal life was clean Beginning 
as a simple teacher he rose to the position 
of Chief Minister of Bhopal State. He was 
Education Minister of Madhya Pradesh, was 
Member of Parliament from Bhopal, Union 
Communication Minister, was the President 
of the All India Congress Committee and was 
Governor of Andhra Pradesh, Punjab and 
Maharashtra, was Vice-President of India 
and then rose to the highest post of the 
country, that is the President of India.

Dr. Saheb was deeply involved with the people of India, with his 
ascetic and humble personality he was appreciated by the people. 
Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma was not only intelligent and held big 
posts was also a large-hearted person. He was not only cultured 
but was an ideal representative of our mixed culture, that he always 
recited the mixed sounds of ‘Aarti’ and ‘Aazan’. Dr. Saheb was a big 
supporter of the mixed culture. He believed that no religion was 
bigger than serving mankind. He was always eager for attaining 
knowledge, he was knowledgeable and a statesman. He was a 
talented person who was ready to accept others’ talent. He was 
also the architect of our Constitution and was also the protector 
of it. He could never imagine a life and work without discipline.

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma was a skilled teacher. His degrees shows 
his knowledge. He was MA in Hindi, Sanskrit and English, Aalim 
Fajal in Urdu, LLM, Barat L, Diploma in Public Administration 
(London), FRS (London), and PhD (Cambridge), Bandin 
Fellowship of Harvard School (America). The thesis written by 
him are very much important even today. He even taught Law 
in Cambridge. He also remained Lecturer of Law in Lucknow 
University.

Coming in contact with Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru in Allahabad and Acharya Narenda 
Dev in Lucknow who inspired his feelings 
to do something for the country. Ever 
since his participation in the merger of the 
Bhopal State with the Union of India till 
1992 when he attained the highest post of 
President of India, Dr. Saheb’s journey of 
life passing through 
various experiences 
at every step shows a 
story which shows his qualities as a scholar, 
struggler, determination, hard work and 
dedication at every step. His simplicity, 
mixing with people and honesty were some 
of his qualities which him stand out.

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma remained 
the Chief Minister of Bhopal State from 

1952 to 1956. During this period be 
established new records by doing 
all-round development for which he 

will be always remembered. Dr. Saheb played an important role 
both as a skilled organizer and an able administrator both in 
the Government and the organization. In 1967 he become the 
President of the Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee, became 
General Secretary in the All-India Congress Committee in 1968 
and remained the President of the AICC from 1972 to 1974. 
This was that time when the rightist reactionary forces were 
dominating, which were obstructing the implementation of the 
economic and social change programmes of the Congress Party. 
After the nationalization of Banks and the abolitions of the privy 
purse there was a division in the Congress Party. At this sensitive 
period, Dr. Saheb played an important role in maintaining unity 
and strengthening the ideology of the party. Dr. Saheb reiterated 
the Scientific socialism of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and said 
that to remove the social and economic differences and have to 
give deep foundation to the “Sanatawadi” society and have to 
implement those programmes which will give social justice to the 
poor and the backward class people. In the background of these 
progressive policies, objectives and determined targets and like a 
skilled artisan Smt. Indira Gandhi sculpted the ideals of socialism 
moulded such programmes which were favourable to the Indian 

ShAnkAR DAyAL ShARmA: 
  A SymBOL Of SERvICE, SImPLICITy AnD 

EQuALITy fOR ALL RELIGIOnS
Suresh Pachauri

(19th August, 1918  26th December, 1999)
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people, like projects that could increase agriculture production and 
programme to remove poverty were made and were implemented 
in a strict order.

What Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma said during the annual convention 
of the Congress is necessary to remember during the present 
conditions. Dr. Saheb had said  There should be no place for 
reactionaries in the Congress and neither for those people who 
through this hurt the people’s welfare work to derive their own 
personal benefit. Our national campaign was not committed to 
any principle, it was committed to just one motive. That motive was 
modernization of the society without losing our Indian identity, 
with the modern science and techniques we develop industry and 
agriculture, and the progress of the people.

As the Congress President in 1972, he said at the annual Congress 
Convention that to fulfill the work of the Congress at the present 
time it was very important that we bring important change in the 
structure. We require such dedicated, committed and educated 
Congressmen who fulfill our objectives.

The complete life of Dr. Saheb was full of nationalism and all its 
values. He was a living image of India’s culture. His life saw many 
ups and down, but he never left his principles. Dr. Saheb when he 
was in the Government was closely interacting with the opposition 
and when he was in the opposition, he boldly confronted them. He 
always kept away from the whirlpool of low-level, personal and 
criticism and counter-criticism politics. He had the unique quality 
of understanding the pulse of time and taking timely decision. He 
never asked his own for obligations for his own and never insulted 
his opponents and this had been his way of working.

Dr. Saheb had also experienced the pains of utter poverty, but he 
never wavered from his national duties. Extremists had cruelly 
killed his daughter Getanjali and son-in-law Lalit Maken, which 
was like a hailstorm for Dr. Sharma, but Dr. Saheb bore this brutal 
incident and remained dedicated to his duties to the nation as 
before.

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma unanimously became the Vice-President 
of India in 1987. Remaining on this post he fully imbibed the 
dignity, purity, piousness of the democracy. His main assets were 
equality for all and trust of all. The politics of dissent that came 
from various corridors used to become a wide highway of consensus 
when it reached him.

In July, 1992, Dr. Saheb became the President of India. The first 
time he visited Bhopal after becoming President, he in his welcome 
ceremony in his honour, and thanking with a feeling of sentiment 
and seriousness said  “I do not want to be called a great President, 
but it is my wish that I keep within the limits as it was before.” 
Addressing the public meeting organized in Bhopal he said, that 
“whatever I have done for Bhopal is not important because it was 
my duty, what is important is that I can make the people of Bhopal 
believe that as their representative I would not do anything that 
may lower their heads in shame.” The political life today is like a 
chamber of soot. Any learned person who grows in this chamber 
of soot cannot remain Scarless as the soot will certainly leave its 
mark. Dr. Sharma did not allow a speck of soot to blot his political 

life. The son of the soil of Bhopal with his talent and hard work 
established a new record, on which makes not only the people of 
Bhopal proud, but the whole Madhya Pradesh and the country 
proud of it. v

‘Gram Swaraj’ was included in the priorities of Rajiv Gandhi. He 
had a feeling that such a “Ram rajya” be made which he vowed in 
which there is no poor nor anyone is sad and unhappy. He wanted 
that the money for the development of village should directly reach 
the panchayats of the villages and the development of the village 
people. To establish the Panchayati Raj System in the country he 
brought about the 73rd Amendment in the Constitution, which 
even today is like a mile stone in the progress of the villages.

Rajiv Gandhi first laid the foundation of Information Technology 
in India. Rajiv Gandhi believed that the future of India was vested 
in Science and Technology. He could see that picture of progressive 
India, which could only be made through information technology. 
The computer revolution that we see all-round in India today, is the 
gift of Rajiv Gandhi. Countries that are know as developed nations 
have not only agreed with our technology but have appreciated 
that it is of top quality in the world. Apart from this he encouraged 
new programmes in the field of bio-technology, nuclear energy 
and environment and established various technology mission for 
progress in the fields like drinking water, food, telecommunication, 
agriculture and industry.

Rajiv ji always gave top priority to the expansion and strengthening 
of the Congress Party. His mission was for a strong organization and 
direct connection with the people. Rajivji wanted to see Congress 
in the shape of a public movement. Rajivji had said – “We have to 
fight and revive our traditions for the rights of poor and the deprived 
class people. If we do so, then only we will get strength to make the 
India of our dreams.”

Rajivji had said, “Congress is the mirror of India’s diversity. This 
represents unity in diversity of India. Congress honours every 
Indian without making any difference on the basis of caste, religion, 
language or area. Congress is such a political party which believes 
that the progress of the country is not possible without the unity of 
the society. A divided India can neither progress nor can become 
strong and powerful.” 

Rajiv Gandhiji did his duty for the national cause with responsibility 
by walking on the duty-bound path. By showing our commitment 
towards human values and the feeling of respect of all religion will 
be a true tribute to Rajiv Gandhi and by propagating his thoughts 
to every nook and corner of the country. v

(The auhtor is an ex MP and senior Congress leader)

RAJIv GAnDhI WAS A SymBOL Of 
COmmITmEnT TOWARDS humAnITy AnD 
RESPECT fOR ALL RELIGIOnS

...continued from page 14
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Following are the extracts from the speeches of the 
Congress Presidents who have placed their vision and 
opinion for building the destiny of India.
Maulana Mohamed ali 

(Cocanada-1923) 

United Faiths of india 
I had long been convinced that here in this country of 
hundreds of millions of human beings, intensely attached to 
religion, and yet infinitely split up into communities, sects 
and denominations, providence had created for us the mission 
of solving a unique problem and working out a new synthesis, 
which was nothing less than a Federation of Faiths! As early as 
in 1904, when I had been only two years in India after my return 
from Oxford, I had given to this idea a clear, if still somewhat 
hesitating expression in an address delivered at Ahmedabad 
on the “Proposed Mahomedan University”, “Unless some new 
force”-this is what I had said on that occasion-”unless some 
new force other than the misleading unity of opposition, unites 
this vast continent of India, it will either remain a geographical 
misnomer, or what I think it will ultimately do, become a 
Federation of Religions.” I had noted the strength of the bunches 
of telegrams that came from Bengal, still more from Mr. Das, 
and still more from the Punjab. I still feel that there are a strong 
centrifugal forces in India. And yet hope and faith and the deep 
yearning for freedom had even then made me realize the latent 
centripetal force of Indian unity. The lines of cleavage were too 
deeply marked to permit a unity other than federal; and yet, 
as I had observed in the address from which I have already 
quoted, the cleavage was not territorial or racial in character, 
but religious. For more than twenty years I have dreamed the 
dream of a federation, grander, nobler and infinitely more 
spiritual than the United States of Amerka, and today when 
many of political Cassandra prophesies a return to the bad old 
days of Hindu-Muslim dissensions I still dream that old dream 
of “United Faiths of India.” 

ExTRACTS fROm ThE ADDRESSES
Of COnGRESS PRESIDEnTS

Muslim Realization of larger indian interests 
But it was not only a case of safeguarding Muslim communal 
interests without leaning for support eternally on foreign 
Government and harbouring suspicions against sister 
communities. Mussalmans would have been more than human, 
or less than that (means, less than human) if they had been 
indifferent to the continued injustice done to India and Indians 
collectively. Having been taught by their political preceptors in 
the past that Government could never for long leave a wrong 
unredressed, they had followed the policy of “wait and see.” 
They had waited long, and yet all that they saw was a series of 
wrongs done to India-wrongs which remained un repented and 
unredressed. Their patience was at last giving way and they were 
beginning to enlist as Congress members in annually increasing 
numbers. This was a hopeful indication of their realizing-I hope 
they realize it even today-that they had to protect not only 
their comparatively petty communal interest but also the larger 
Indian national interests, which were surely theirs to protect 
as those of sister communities. They now realized more than 
ever that by being Muslims they could not cease to be Indians. 
The Congress sessions of Calcutta, Bombay and Delhi had 
progressively justified the National appellation of the Congress. 
But it was reserved for General Dyer to break down entirely the 
barrier that Sir Syed Ahmed Khan had for temporary purposes 
erected more than thirty years previously and to summon the 
Mussalmans of India to the Congress held at Amritsar in 1919 
as the unsuspecting Herald of India’s Nationhood. The bullets 
of his soldiery made no distinction between Hindu and Muslim 
and clearly Providence had so designed things that a community 
even more loyal than the Mussalmans, namely our brave Sikh 
brothers (hear, hear) should also die on the sacred soil of their 
religious capital at Amritsar with their own blood along with 
that of Hindu and Muslim Martyrs. There is the Hand of God’ 

the Blow Recalled after the Fight 
Friends, I have said all that I could say on the Hindu-Muslim 
question and if after all this, lengthy dissertation, I leave any 
Hindu or Mussalman still unconvinced, of the necessity, of 
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co-operation among ourselves and non- cooperation with 
our foreign master, I can say no more and must acknowledge 
myself beaten. One thing is certain, and it is this, that neither 
can the Hindus exterminate the Mussalmans today nor can the 
Mussalmans get rid of the Hindus. If the Hindus entertain any 
such designs they must know that they lost their opportunity 
when Mohammed bin Qasim landed on the soil of Sindh twelve 
hundred years ago. Then the Mussalmans were few, and today 
the number more than seventy millions, and if the Mussalmans 
entertain similar notions, they too have lost their opportunity. 
They should have wiped out the whole breed of Hindus when 
they ruled from Kashmir to Cape Comorin and from Karachi to 
Chittagong. And as the Persian proverb says: “the blow that is 
recalled after the fight must be struck on one’s own jaw.” If they 
cannot get rid of one another, and while the Mussalmans must 
remove all doubts from the Hindu mind about their desire for 
Swaraj for its own sake and their readiness to resist all foreign 
aggression, the Hindus must similarly remove from the Muslim 
mind all apprehensions that the Hindu majority is synonymous 
with Muslim servitude. As for myself, I am willing to exchange 
my present servitude for another in which my Hindu fellow- 
countryman would be the slave-driver instead of the foreign 
master of my destiny; for by this exchange I would at least 
prevent the enslavement of 250 million of my co-religionists 
whose slaver is only another name for the continued existence of 
European Imperialism. When at Lucknow in 1916 some Hindus 
complained to my late chief, Bal Gangadhar Tilak Maharaj, that 
they were giving too much to the Mussalmans, he answered 
back like a true and far seeing statesman: “You can never give 
the Mussalmans too much.” 

Today when I hear complaints that we are showing great 
weakness in harping on Hindu-Muslim unity when the Hindus 
show no desire to unite, I say: “You can never show too great 
weakness in your dealings with Hindus.” Remembers, it is 
only the weak who fear to appear too weak to others. With 
this observation I take my last leave of this question without a 
proper and a lasting settlement of which we can effect nothing. 

M.k. gandhi (Belgaurn-1924) 

objections Considered 
But, say the critics, the spinning wheel has not taken, it is not 
exciting enough, it is an occupation only for women, it means a 
return to the middle ages, it is a vain effort against the majestic 
march of scientific knowledge for which machinery stands. In 
my humble opinion, India’s need is not excitement but solid 
work. For the millions, solid work itself is excitement and tonic 
at the same time. The fact is that we have not given the spinning 
wheel enough trial. I am sorry to have to say that many of us 
have not given it serious thought. Even the members of the All-
India Congress Committee have failed to carry out the series 
of resolutions on hand-spinning which they themselves have 
passed from time to time. The majority of us have simply not 
believed in it. In the circumstances, it is hardly just to say that 
spinning has failed for want of excitement about it. To say that it 
is merely an old woman’s occupation is to ignore facts. Spinning 

mills are a multiplication of spinning wheels. They are managed 
by men. It is time that we got out of this superstition that some 
occupations are beneath the dignity of men. Under normal 
conditions, no doubt spinning will be the occupation of the 
gentler sex. But the State of the future will always have to keep 
some men at the spinning wheel so as to make improvements 
in it within the limitations which as a cottage industry it must 
have. I must inform you that the progress the mechanism of the 
wheel has made would have been impossible, if some of us men 
had not worked at it and had not thought about it day and night. 

Machinery 
I wish, too, you would dismiss from your minds the views 
attributed to me about machinery. In the first instance, I am no 
more trying to present for national acceptance of all my views 
on machinery than I am presenting the whole of my belief in 
non-violence. The spinning wheel is itself an exquisite piece of 
machinery. My head daily bows in reverence to its unknown 
inventor. What I do resent is the wanton and wicket destruction 
of the one cottage industry of India that kept the wolf from the 
doors of thousands of homes scattered over a surface 1900 miles 
long and 1500 miles broad. 

Spinning Franchise 
You will not now wonder at my passion for the spinning wheel 
nor will you wonder why I have ventured to present it for 
introduction in the franchise, and why Pandit Motilal Nehru 
and Deshbandhu Das have accepted it on behalf of the Swaraj 
Party. If I had my way, there would be no one on the Congress 
register who is unwilling to spin or who would not wear 
khaddar on all occasions. I am however thankful for what the 
Swaraj Party has accepted. The modification is a concession 
to weakness or want of faith. But it must serve as a spur to 
greater effort on the part of those who have full faith in the 
wheel and khaddar. 

Hindu-Muslim Unity 
Hindu-Muslim unity is not less important than the spinning 
wheel. It is the breath of our life. I do not need to occupy much 
of your time on this question, because the necessity of it for 
Swaraj is almost universally accepted. I say ‘almost’ because I 
have known some Hindus and some Mussalmans who prefer 
the present condition of dependence on Great Britain if they 
cannot have either wholly Hindu or wholly Mussalmans India. 
Happily their number is small. 

I share Maulana Shaukat Ali’s robust optimism that present 
tension is a mere temporary distemper. The Khilafat agitation, 
in which Hindus made common cause with their Mussalman 
brethren and the non-co-operation that followed it, caused an 
awakening among the hitherto slumbering masses. It has given 
a new consciousness to the classes as well as to the masses. 
Interested persons, who were disappointed during the palmy 
day of non-cooperation, now that it has lost the charm of 
novelty, have found their opportunity and are trading upon the 
religious bigotry or the selfishness of both the communities. 
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The result is written in the history of the feuds of the past two 
years. Religion has been travestied. Trifles have been dignified 
by the name of religious tenets which, the fanatics claim, must 
be observed at any cost. Economic and political causes have 
been brought into play for the sake of fomenting trouble. The 
culminating point was reached in Kohat. The tragedy was 
aggravated by the callous indifference of the local authority. I 
must not tarry to examine the cause or to distribute the blame. 
I have not the material for the task even if I was minded for it. 
Suffice it to say that the Hindu refugees fled for fear of their 
lives. There is in Kohat an overwhelming Mussalman majority. 
They have, in so far as is possible under a foreign domination, 
effective political control. It is up to them, therefore, to show 
that the Hindus are as safe in the midst of their majority as 
they would be if the whole population of Kohat was Hindu. 
The Mussalmans of Kohat may not rest satisfied till they 
have brought back to Kohat every one of the refugees. I hope 
that Hindus would not fall in the trap laid for them by the 
Government and would resolutely refuse to go back till the 
Mussalmans of Kohat have given them full assurances as to 
their lives and property. 

The Hindus can live in the midst of an overwhelming 
Mussalman majority only if the latter are willing to receive 
and treat them as friends and equals, just as Mussalmans, if in 
a minority, must depend for honourable existence in the midst 
of a Hindu majority on the latter’s friendliness. A Government 
can give protection against thieves and robbers, but not even 
a Swaraj Government will be able to protect people against a 
wholesale boycott by one community of another, Governments 
can deal with abnormal situations. When quarrels become a 
normal thing of life, it is called civil war, and parities must fight 
it out themselves. The present Government being foreign, in 
reality a veiled military rule, has resources at its command for 
its protection against any combination we can make, and has, 
therefore, the power, if it has the will, to deal with our class 
feuds. But no Swaraj Government with any pretension to being a 
popular Government can possibly be organised and maintained 
on a war footing. A Swaraj Government is established by the 
free joint will of Hindus, Mussalmans and others. Hindus and 
Mussalmans, if they desire Swaraj, have perforce to settle their 
difference amicably. 

Untouchability is another hindrance to Swaraj. Its removal is 
just as essential for Swaraj as the attainment of Hindu-Muslim 
unity. This is an essential Hindu question and Hindus cannot 
claim or take Swaraj till they have restored the liberty ofthe 
suppressed classes. They have sunk with the latter’s suppression. 
Historians tell us that the Aryan invaders treated the original 
inhabitants of Hindustan precisely as the English invaders treat 
us, if not much worse. If so, our history is a just retribution 
for our having created an untouchable class. The sooner we 
remove the blot the better it is for us Hindus. But the priests 
tell us that untouchability is a divine appointment. I claim to 
know something of Hinduism. I am certain that the priests are 

wrong. It is blasphemy to say that God set apart any portion of 
humanity as untouchable. And Hindus who are Congressmen 
have to see to it that they break down the barrier at the earliest 
possible moment. The Vaikom Satyagrahis are showing us 
the way. They are carrying on their battle with gentleness and 
firmness. They have patience, courage and faith. Any movement 
in which these qualities are exhibited become irresistible. 

I would, however, warn the Hindu brethren against the tendency 
which one sees how-a-days of exploiting the suppressed classes 
for a political end. To remove untouchability is a penance 
that caste Hindus owe to Hinduism and to themselves. The 
purification required is not of untouchables but of the so-
called superior castes. There is not vice that is special to the 
untouchables not even dirt and insanitation. It is our arrogance 
which blinds us ‘superior’ Hindus to our own blemishes and 
which magnifies those of our down- trodden brethren whom 
we have suppressed and whom we keep under suppression. 
Religions like nations are being weighted in the balance. God’s 
grace and revelation are the monopoly of no race or nation. They 
descend equally upon all who wait upon God. That religion and 
that nation will be blotted out of the face of the earth which 
pins its faith to injustice, untruth or violence. God is light, not 
darkness. God is love, not hate. God is truth, not untruth. God 
alone is great. We his creatures are but dust. Let us be humble 
and recognize the place of the lowliest of his creatures. Krishna 
honoured Sudarna in his rags as he honoured no one else. Love 
is the root of religions or sacrifice, and this perishable body is 
the root of self or irreligion, says Tulsidas. Whether we win 
Swaraj or not, the Hindus have to purify themselves before 
they can hope to revive the Vedic philosophy and make it a 
living reality. 

May I suggest for its consideration the following points? 

The qualification for the franchise should be neither property 
nor position but manual work, such, for example, as suggested 
for the Congress franchise. Literary or property test has proved 
to be elusive. Manual work gives an opportunity to all who wish 
to take part in the government and the well-being of the State.

The ruinous military expenditure should be curtailed to the 
proportion necessary for protection of life and property in 
normal times. 

Administration of justice should be cheapened and with that 
end in view the final court of appeal should be not in London but 
in Delhi. Parties to civil suits must be compelled in the majority 
of cases to refer their disputes to arbitration, the decisions of the 
Panchayats to be final except in cases of corruption or obvious 
misapplication of law. Multiplicity of intermediate courts should 
be avoided. Case law should be abolished and general procedure 
should be simplified. We have slavishly followed the cumbrous 
and worn-out English procedure. The tendency in the Colonies 
is to simplify the procedure so as to make it easy for litigants 
to plead their own cases.

FRoM tHe aRCHiVeS
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Revenues from intoxication liquors and drugs 
should be abolished. 
Salaries of the Civil and Military Service should be brought 
down to a level compatible with the general condition of the 
country. 

There should be re-distribution of provinces on a linguistic basis 
with as complete autonomy as possible for every province for 
its internal administration and growth. 

Appointment of a commission to examine all the monopolies 
given to foreigners and, subject to the findings of the 
commission, full guarantees to be given for all vested rights 
justly acquired. 

Full guarantee of their status to the Indian Chiefs without any 
hindrance from the Central Government, subject to the right 
of asylum to subjects of these States who, not being offender 
against the Penal Code, may seek it in Self-governing India. 

Repeal of all arbitrary powers. 
The highest post to be open to all who may be otherwise fit. 
Examinations for the Civil and Military Services to be in India. 

Recognition of complete religious freedom to various 
denominations subject to mutual forbearance. 

The official language for provincial governments, legislatures 
and courts, within a definite period, to be the vernacular of 
the province; of the Privy Council, the final court of appeal, to 
be Hindustani, the script to be either Devanagari or Persian. 
The language of the Central Government and of the Central 
Legislature to be also Hindustani. The language of international 
diplomacy to be English. 

These are the requirements of Swaraj as I would have it. We may 
not have the power to-day to take or receive or do the things I 
have mentioned. Have we the will? Let us at least cultivate the 
desire. Before I have this highly attractive, because speculative 
theme let me assure the Committee in charge of the drafting 
of a Swaraj scheme that I claim for my suggestion no more 
attention than it would given to any single individuals. I have 
incorporated them in my address only to gain greater currency 
for them than they would perhaps otherwise receive. 

My Faith
Let me state my faith. As a Congressman wishing to keep the 
Congress intact, I advise suspension of non-co-operation, for 
I see that the nation is not ready for it. But as an individual, I 
cannot, will not do so, as long as the Government remains what 
it is. It is not merely a policy with me; it is an article of faith. 
Non-co-operation and Civil Disobedience are but different 
branches of the same tree called Satyagraha. It is my Kalpadrum-
my Jam-in-Jam-the Universal Provider. Satyagraha is search 
for Truth: and God is Truth. Ahimsa or Non-violence is the 
light that reveals that Truth to me. Swaraj for me is part of that 
Truth. This Satyagraha did not fail me in South Africa, Kheda 
or Champaran and in a host of other cases I could mention. 

It excludes all violence or hate. Therefore, I cannot and will 
not hate Englishmen. Nor will I bear their yoke. I must fight 
unto death the unholy attempt to impose British methods and 
British institutions on India. But I combat the attempt with 
non-violence. I believe in the capacity of India to offer non-
violence battle to the English rulers. The experiment has not 
failed. It has succeeded, but not to the extent we had hoped and 
desired. I do not despair. v

SCREEnInG COmmITTEES
new Delhi: The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, has on 
1st August, 2014 approved the Screening Committees for the 
forthcoming Assembly elections in the following States, according 
to General Secretary & Chairman, Communication Department  
Shri ajay Maken.

MaHaRaSHtRa
Chairman: Shri Mallikarjun kharge
Members:
Shri Deepak Babaria, Secretary, AICC

Shri Mohan Prakash, GS Incharge

Shri Prithviraj Chavan, CLP Leader

Shri Manikrao Thakre, PCC President

JHaRkHanD
Chairman: Shri Jitendra Singh
Members:
Shri Suraj Hegde, Secretary, AICC

Shri B.K. Hariprasad, GS Incharge

Shri Rajinder Prasad Singh, CLP Leader

Shri Sukhdev Bhagat, PCC President

HaRyana
Chairman: Shri P.C. Chacko
Members:
Shri Manek Tagore

Dr. Shakeel Ahmad, GS Incharge

Shri B.S. Hooda, CLP Leader

Shri Ashok Tanwar, PCC President

JaMMU & kaSHMiR
Chairman: Shri ajay Maken
Members:
Shri Shubhankar Sarkar

Smt. Ambika Soni, GS Incharge

CLP Leader of J&K Assembly

Shri Saifuddin Soz, PCC President
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Shri Bhuwan Singh Adhikari is a veteran Congressman and 
Feedom fighter from Almora, Uttarakhand. Son of a Freedom 

Fighter Congress activist who was jailed sever times since 1930, 
he joined the Congress movement at a very young age. He is at 
present Uttarakhand President of All India Swatantrata Senani and 
Uttaradhikari Sangathan.

Q. when did you start as a Congress worker?

A. I was around 13-14 years old in 1942, studying in 
Manela, Almora, at the only school in the region. My 
father was a Congress activist, jailed in 1930, 32, 41, 42. 
As such I was already mentally in the Congress camp. 
We made a Congress flag and started a procession 
from the school. The headmaster declared me a ‘Bagi’ 
and rusticated me.

Within a few months the Khamar revolution of Almora 
occurred. On September 5th, 1942, Mr. Johnson had 
opened fire on non-violent protesters. I happened to 
be in the front protesting against the firing. So I was 
arrested and was punished with 20 cane lashes. I fainted, was taken 
to hospital, from where I ran away. Several people had died in the 
incident. We kept hiding and were giving medical aid to those hurt. 
Later on we were arrested and taken to Basti. I was released after 
a few months due to my young age. We kept doing undercover 
Congress work.

Q. what was most memorable for you as a Congress worker?

A. The period of the Khamar revolution. Also, then Mahatma 
Gandhi said that we should not remain undercover but come 
out in the open. His reasons affected me a lot and remain a very 
important memory.

Q. How has the Congress helped build the nation?

A. The country under the British rule had reached the nadir. 
Economically we were very poor, our ancient education system was 
destroyed and British schools were producing only clerks to serve 
the Britishers. Indian industry, agriculture, health care, everything 
was at a low level. It is the Congress who recreated new platforms 
for the country in the first 45 years of Independence in difference 
phases. Health care and industry, education, agriculture, all were 
taken care of. Today India is one of the leaders in information-
technology. The green-revolution made India the main exporter 
of rice. Even health-tourism is increasing and earning foreign 
exchange. Specially the women participated in the freedom 

We have started publishing a series of a special interview with the grass root 
workers of the Congress Party. The first such interview has already been 
published in the July, 2014 issue.

- Editor 

InTERvIEW Of A DEDICATED COnGRESSPERSOn

movement and are today equal to the men. All this is the work of 
Congress.

Q. How do you find the present Congress different from then?

A. The basic tenets and principles are the same. But most of us have 
become selfish. We think of our own interests before we think of 
the country or even of the Party.

Q. what needs to be done to emerge from the present 
crisis?

A. The same strong principles still exist that have 
been capable to overthrow the British rule, and to 
build this strong nation developing fast in all fields. 
Congress activists must rededicate themselves to these. 
Infightings must stop. Also, proper propaganda of 
Congress work and achievements is a must. Training 
of activists will also help.

Q. How to attract the youth towards the Congress?

A. The City Youth depend a lot on social media, where Congress 
achievements need to be more visible. Also, “Raksha Dals” were 
started in villages by the first Indian ministry. Trainings like the 
“Raksha Dal” by the Congress in villages would also activate the 
youth.

Q. what according to you are the signs of a true Congress person.

A. Always speaking the truth, being unselfish, and a spirit of 
brotherhood for all.

Q. what india needs most today?

A. Character building. Education is the need, but mere literacy is 
not enough. Our basic value-systems are getting eroded. A good 
remedy would be to start education based on our old system in 
the remote villages which lack facilities and teachers. Here older 
students can teach younger ones. In this system, value systems 
also get passed on.

Q. what have been your interests other than the Congress?

A. Sports  Volleyball, Football and Kabaddi.

Q. who was your role model?

A. My Congress activist freedom fighter Father Sri Laxman Singh 
Adhikari.

 Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla
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BIHAR
Tributes paid to Babu Jagjivan Ram

aara: The Bhojpur District Kisan and Khet Mazdoor Congress, 
led by its president, Shri Lutawan Ram Chaurasia, paid tributes to 
the former deputy prime minister Babu Jagjivan Ram on his 28th 
death anniversary here on 6th July, 2014.

Pradesh Congress Vice President, Shri Pramod Rai addressed the 
gathering and recalled  the services of Babu Jagjivan Ram. Shri 
Chaurasia also spoke about Babuji. A debate on Babuji’s and life 
and works was also organized. 

Expose true face of Modi govt.
Patna: The Bihar State Kisan and Khet Mazdoor Congress organized 
a meeting here on 24th July, 2014 which was presided over by its 
Pradesh Khet Mazdoor president, Shri Madan Mohan.

Shri Madan Mohan asked the workers to make the party move 
strong by taking up the issues related to farmers and the common 
man. Pradesh incharge of the cell, Shri Subodh Kumar said the 
present BJP govt. come into power by giving false assurance to 
the farmers and the people but they gave no relief to the toiling 
farmers in the Union Budget. He also urged the Congressmen to 
expose this fact before the people and tell them about the true face 
of the Modi govt.     

CHHATTISGARH
Congressmen gherao Chief  Minister’s house

Raipur: Thousands of Congress workers from different parts of the 
State along with prominent leaders, legislators and other elected 
representatives of Party turned up to on 1st July, 2014 gherao the 
Chief Minister’s House in Raipur to protest on issues like minimal 
hike in paddy support price, electricity tariff hike and ration card 
verification drive. Congress leaders and workers congregated in 
Congress Bhawan and marched till Subhash Stadium where they 
were arrested by police and lodged inside the stadium, made as 
make shift jail.

Even as the march culminating into arrest remained largely 
peaceful and without violence, some unruly scenes and scuffles 
were witnessed largely near Ghadi Chowk.

While the permitted route for the march was towards CEO office 
from Shastry Chowk, the Congress workers insisted on heading 
towards Ghadi Chowk. Raipur Shahar Congress Committee (RSCC) 
President Shri Vikas Upadhyay, insisted to head in that direction 
leading to minor scuffle. He was then taken by police personnel to 
a corner near Ghadi Chowk. Similarly another Congress worker 
Anwar, as per reports, also tried to jump the barricade erected in 
front of Collectorate garden but police personnel forced him down 
and even caned him mildly, a deadlock was created when police 
insisted on arresting Anwar but the RSCC workers resisted with all 
might. The deadlock continued for over half an hour after which 
the protest march moved towards Subhash Stadium.

Even as police had deployed double barricading near Raipur Press 
Club, the party leaders came in batches and moved into makeshift 
jail Subhash Stadium. 

Raipur (Rural) MLA Satyanarayan Sharma was amongst the first 
who along with his small group of supporters courted arrest. 
Similarly, Dhanendra Sahu, former Minister Vidhan Mishra, 
corporator Pramod Dubey also came behind in small group 
to court arrest followed by Mayor Kiran Mayee Nayak, Arun 
Vora, MP Tamradhwaj Sahu, Ramesh Warlyani, Iqbal Ahmed 
Rizvi, Phulodevi Netam, Ambika Markam and many others. 
CPCC President Shri Bhupesh Baghel, CLP leader T.S. Singhdeo, 
Rajnandgaon leader Uday Mudallyar were amongst the last to court 
arrest. Some congressmen also tried to burn the effigy of CM Dr. 
Raman Singh but Kotwali CSP Anshuman Sisodia snatched it and 
doused the fire. Police sources claimed that a total of 857 Congress 
workers were arrested including 753 males and 84 women. There 
was 19 MLAs amongst those who courted arrest, informed police 
sources.

Tributes paid to Balgangadhar Tilak, 
Chandrashekhar

Raipur: The City Congress Committee paid glowing tributes to 
the two great freedom fighters of India on their birth anniversary.

District and City Congress President, Shri Vikas Upadhayay in 
his press statement said that the City Congress paid tributes to 
Balgangadhar Tilak who was born in Chilkhe village in Ratnagiri 

STATESWATCh
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District on 23rd July, 1856 and to revolutionary freedom fighter 
Shri Chandrashekhar Azad who was also born on 23rd July, 1906 
in Alirajpur district. The Congressemn recalled their services for 
the cause of the country.

Others who paid tributes included Shri Udho Verma, Raju Naik, Boj 
Kumari Yedu, Mahesh Soni, Md. Tariq Khan, Bhamleshwar Sona, 
Ved Prakash Singh, Rajmahant Ram, Md. Ismail, Aakash Sharma, 
Amit Sharma, Saddam Solanki with others.

Unique way of Protest
Raipur: The City Congress Committee according to Congress 
Spokesperson, Shri Sandeep Tiwari, were protesting against the 
plight of the City roads. Shri Tiwari said the condition of the city 
roads were exposed, that after two days of rains the roads were full 
of pot holes and mud.

The protest on 27th July, 2014 was led by District Congress 
President, Shri Vikas Upadhyay and the Congressmen protested 
in a unique manner by sowing paddy on the broken roads which 
showed enough soil for the paddy plantation.

The rains exposed the quality of material that was used by the 
PWD contractors in making the roads. The Congressmen were 
lathi-charged by the police and around 200 Congressmen were 
arrested and put in jail for their protest.

 Mission to educate people
takhatpur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Sewa Dal 

commenced a 15-day padyatra to educate the people about the 
policies of the Congress and told them about the history of the 
Congress Party.

The Padyatra which began on 13th July, 2014 went around all 
villages and Dalit colonies and Adivasi areas. The padyatra was led 
by Pradesh Sewa Dal President, Shri Pradip Tamarkar.

Others in the padyatra included Shri Dandi Yatra Phekulal 
Gandharv, Shri Golu Thakur, Shri Bahjrang Mishra, Shri Shajid 
Khan, Shri Parvinder Singh Kheda, Shri Navin Manikpuri with 
many others.

DELHI
Quit  India  Movement Anniversary

new Delhi: The Quit India Movement, 9th August, anniversary 
function was held at the historic Chandani Chowk here on 9th 
August, 2014 in which thousands of Congress workers participated. 
DPCC president Shri Arvinder Singh, MLA and CLP leader Shri 
Haroon Yusuf honoured freedom fighters Master Sarup Singh 
and Shri Shaukat Ali Hashmi with shawls and garlands. Freedom 
fighters were specially invited for the function.

Besides Shri Arvinder Singh others present were Shri Haroon 
Yusuf, Former Cabinet Minister Shri Jagdish Tytler, Mirza Javed 
Ali, Dharmendra Tomar, Smt. Anjana Kanwar, local MLA Prahlad 
Singh Sahni, Mahmood Zia, Brij Mohan Sharma, Sewa Dal chief 
organiser Dineshwar Tyagi, Smt. Varyam Kaur, Ex MLAs Hari 
Shankar Gupta, Kunwar Karan Singh, Veer Singh Dhingan, Amrish 
Gautam, Vipin Sharma, Malaram Gangwal, convener of Nehru 
Brigade Ramesh Dutta, DPYC president Amit Malik, Jagpravesh 
Kumar, Sunil Anand, Madan Khorwal, S.K. Puri, Sikhbir Sharma, 
Naresh Sharma Nitu, P.L. Palta, Ashok Jain, DCC Mahila President 
Sunita Kala, Jagdish Yadav, Arjun Yadav and a large number of 
Municipal Councillors, Youth, Mahila and NSUI  workers.

Shri Arvinder Singh said he was saluting to those freedom fighters 
who risked their lives to gain freedom for the country, and it was 
befitting that they were being honoured by the DPCC today. He said 
on 9th August, 1942, Mahatma Gandhi had asked the British rulers 
to Quit India and exhorted the people of India to “do-or-die”, and 
lakhs of people had come out on the streets at the exhortation of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s slogan of  Quit India. He said it was a matter of 
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pride that the brave lady of Delhi, Aruna Asaf Ali, hoisted the flag 
at the August Kranti Ground in Mumbai on 9th August. 

Shri Arvinder Singh said the 129-year-old Congress Party’s history 
was a saga of sacrifices and martyrdom. He said we should honour 
those brave freedom fighters and take inspiration from their 
sacrifices for the present generation to play an important role in 
nation-building. He said India gained independence on the strength 
of the great sacrifices and martyrdom by the freedom fighters so 
that the future generation could lead a fetter-free life. 

Shri Jagdish Tyter also addressed the gathering.

New NSUI President
new Delhi: Dated  6th  August, 2014,  ”Hon’ble Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has approved the election 
of Shri Roji M John as National President of the National Students’ 
Union of India (NSUI).

National President of the NSUI  used to be nominated 
by  the  Congress President as per the recommendations of  the 
AICC in-charge, but Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
in-charge of frontal organizations, empowered the office bearers 
to elect its National President taking the transformation process 
a step ahead.  Accordingly,  opinion was sought  and Shri Roji 
is the preferred choice of 36 out of 62 office bearers. In all 34 state 
Presidents and  28 National Office bearers across  the  country 
participated in the process of choosing its president.

Miss Amrita Dhawan (Delhi), Shri Mohit Sharma (Uttarakhand) 
and Shri Kumar Raja (Jharkhand) who were the front runner as 
per the voting, have been promoted as National Vice Presidents.

Shri  Roji  M  John  is  a  student activist  from Kerala. He  got 
elected as  the  President of  his  College Student  Union in 2001 
in Kerala.  He also won student  union  election at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi  in 2005.  Later, he was inducted 
into the  Central  Election  Authority of NSUI  in 2009 and 
conducted organizational elections in several states. In 2011, he was 
appointed as the National Vice President due to his commitment, 
integrity and performance. He has long organizational experience 
and has good understanding about issues affecting students. He 
enjoys the support of NSUI Members and Office Bearers throughout 
the country.

The existing National Executive Committee of NSUI will continue 
to function under the new president.

All the office bearers of NSUI including newly elected president 
and Vice Presidents met Rahul Gandhi at his residence to thank 
him for giving opportunity for state presidents and NOBs to elect 
national president. Rahulji asked them to work aggressively for 
the students cause. He also congratulated newly elected president 
and Vice Presidents.

HARYANA
Revert Rail hike in Delhi and NCR Trains

Sonepat: The District Congress Committee staged a protest 
demonstration at the Sonepat Railway station here on 7th July, 
2014 against the hike in Rail fares and fright rates.

The Congressmen, led by Former DCC President, Shri Pradeep 
Singh Gautam, marched to the Railway Station form the Congress 
headquarters here.

The Congressmen demanded that the hike in local trains in Delhi 
and NCR be reverted as the BJP Government did in Mumbai 
locals. Lakhs of people travel by local trains from the NCR to 
work in Delhi.

Former MLA Shri Sant Kumar and Advocate Bhagat Singh said that 
with the hike in freight rates, the price of essential commodities 
would also rise. The rails fares have been increased by 14.2 percent 
which will bring extra burden on the pockets of the poor people 
coming from the NCR areas because the Modi Government had 
come to power by assuring that the price rise would be brought 
down but they have gone back on their promise that was made 
before the elections. They said that the Congress opposes this hike 
in rail fares and freight rates. 

Also present were Chief Parliamentary Secretary, Shri Jaiveer 
Singh, Shri Krishna Hooda, MLA, Shri Jagbir Singh Malik, Former 
Minister Shri Ved Singh Malik with many others.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
By-elections victory greetings

Shimla: The Himachal Pradesh Congress Sewa Dal has conveyed its 
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happiness over the victory of the Congress Party in the by-elections 
held in Uttarakhand recently.

The Congress made a clean sweep in the by elections by winning 
all the three seats. For this, the Himachal Congress Sewa Dal has 
congratulated the Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi and the 
Uttarakhand Chief Minister, Shri Harish Rawat.

With all the people of Solan, the Pradesh Sewa Dal Chief, Shri 
Hari Mohan Sharma, Solan Corporation head, Shri Kulrakesh 
Pant, Block Congress President, Shri Baldev Thakur, Malti Sharma 
Nitasha, Ramesh Mehata, Agyadutt Sharma, Hemant Sharma, 
Pauni, Anita Sharma and Dinesh with others also conveyed their 
greetings.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Gulam Nabi Azad, Prof. Soz address Party 

workers at Leh
leh: Shri Gulam Nabi Azad Senior Congress Leader and Former 
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir and Prof. Saifuddin Soz 
MP (Former Union Minister) and President Jammu and Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress Committee addressed a very impressive 
convention of Congress Party Workers from District Leh at 
community hall Leh (Ladakh) on 26th July, 2014.

Both the Leaders urged the Workers not to be complacent and 
work hard for total success of the Congress Party Candidates in the 
ensuing elections to the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly 
2014. These leaders stressed the fact that from Jawahar Lal Nehru 
to Indira Gandhi to Rajiv Gandhi and the Present leadership Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, each one of them had contributed 
greatly to the overall development of Ladakh Region. They 
(Leaders) reminded the people of Ladakh that it is the Congress 
Party which had achieved the present day spectacular development 
for the people of Ladakh, in every sphere of life.

Both leaders (Azad and Soz) further told the gathering that they 
would also do what needs to be done for future development of 
Ladakh. They told them that it was the then UPA Government at 
the Centre that has provided adequate funds for Z-Morh Tunnel 
and Zojila Tunnel and it is the Congress Party that commits itself 
to get a Tunnel constructed at Khardungla to connect Nobra Valley 
with Leh.

Those who also spoke on the occasion include M/S Rigzin Jora, P. 
Namgial, T. Smphel, Rigzin Gialson, Ms. Dorjee President Mahila 
Congress Leh, Mohd. Shafi General Secretary PCC and Youth 
Congress President. About forty Block Presidents, Sarpanchs, 
Panchs and Mahila were present.

MADHYA PRADESH
CBI inquiry demanded in MPSS Board PSC 

selections
Bhopal: A delegation of Congress MLAs, led by Pradesh Congress 
President, Shri Arun Yadav and Leader of the Opposition, Shri 
Satyadev Katare met the President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee on 
24th July, 2014.

The delegation handed over a memorandum to the Hon’ble 
President asking for a CBI inquiry into the irregularities in the 
employment process of the Services Selection Board and the PSC 
of the State of Madhya Pradesh.

Also present with the delegation were senior Congress leaders Shri 
Jyotiraditya Scindia, Shri Digvijay Singh, Shri Suresh Pachauri, Shri 
Rajindra Kumar Singh, Ms. Shobha Ojha.

Management selling Government quota Seats
Bhopal: The Pradesh Congress has alleged that 206 seats of the 
Government quota in the six medical colleges of the State are being 
filled through the management quota and has demanded a CBI 
inquiry into this racket.

Pradesh Congress Spokesperson, Shri K.K. Mishra in his statement 
issued on 28th July, 2014 said that the medical college managements 
were selling the government quota seats under the management 
quota to ineligible persons. This is a criminal act and FIR has to 
registered against this illegal act. The Congress has asked the State 
Chief Minister, Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan that if he favours justice 
then this case should immediately be handed over to the CBI.

Shri Mishra said that the Admission and Fees Regulatory 
Committee was trying to cover-up this fact by penalizing there 
six medical college, but in fact, the managements of these colleges 
were medical mafia.

Muslims brothers greeted
Bhopal: Pradesh Congress President and former Union Minister 
of State, Shri Yadav conveyed his greeting to the Muslim brothers 
on the occasion of Id-ul-fitr here on 28th July, 2014.

Shri Yadav conveyed this greetings on his own behalf and on the 
behalf of the Congress Party. He also prayed for the blessing of 
the God be showered upon them and may the God fulfill all their 
wishes for their progress and development. He also wished that 
love and brotherhood is practiced by all the communities so that 
they live in place and unity.

Cooperative Bank elections
Bhopal: With the continued installation of BJP office-bearers in the 
appointments in the Cooperative banks, the Congress Cooperative 
Department had made a petition in the High Court that the BJP 
Government in the state were using illegal ways in appointing bank 
chiefs and organizers in the 31 Cooperative banks in the state and 
upon this action all the bank office-bearers have been removed.

As the BJP may again use unlawful tactics in the fresh appointments 
in these cooperative banks, the High Court has asked to conduct 
election of bank officials with transparency. The Pradesh Congress 
Cooperative Department Chairman Bhagwan Singh Yadav has 
asked all its workers to participate in this process carefully and 
make the Congress contestants successful.

Objection to new University Amendment Bill
Bhopal: Chief Spokesperson of the Pradesh Congress Committee, 
Shri K.K. Mishra has said on 28th July, 2014 that the new Madhya 
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Pradesh University Amendment Bill will harm the autonomy of 
the University.

Shri Mishra said by this amendment it will authorize the BJP and 
the RSS in controlling all appointments, promotions, transfers and 
deputation which is a direct attack on the prestige of the Governor.

Shri Mishra has urged the State Governor and said that to maintain 
the autonomy of the University, he should intervene and should not 
sign the amendment Bill to save the University from becoming a 
centre of corruption as the Bill is just the opposite to the established 
parameters and directives.

Serious issue of Mistrust
Bhopal: Pradesh Congress Vice-President, Shri Manek Aggarwal 
said on 30th July, 2014 that the BJP government at Centre was 
involved in spying over influential and powerful ministers.

The BJP Government is sitting quiet over this issue and is dismissing 
this fact as rumours. Shri Aggarwal said that bugging devices were 
found in the homes of Union Surface Transport Minister, Shri 
Nitish Gadkari, Foreign Minister, Smt. Sushma Swaraj and Home 
Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh which is not a simple thing. The denial 
of an inquiry by the BJP shows their internal mistrust which is 
developing internally in the party. The issue takes a serious turn 
when the Prime Minster Narendra Modi and BJP President Amit 
Shah have refused to speak on the issue.

 Whether cheeks are red because tomatoes served 
in meals?

Bhopal: Pradesh Congress Media Panelist Sangeeta Sharma has 
asked the RSS Chief whether their office-bearers and ‘pracharaks’ 
had tomatoes in their lunch today. It may be noted that the meeting 
of intellectual department of the Sangh of the All-India level has 
begun in Bhopal from 31st July, 2014.

Smt. Sangeeta Sharma put a question to the RSS Chief Mohan 
Bhagwat if tomatoes has been served in their meals during the 
four-day meeting of the RSS. If tomatoes have been served then it 
would be taken for granted that their cheeks are red and they come 
in the category of rich people.

Smt. Sharma reminded the RSS Chief what the RJS Vice-President, 
Prabhat Jha had commented for the rising price of tomatoes. He 
had said that people with red cheeks are rich people and they eat 
tomatoes. According to Prabhat Jha poor people cannot afford to 
eat tomatoes. Smt. Sharma asked the RSS Chief if he agrees by the 
statement of Shri Prabhat Jha.

 Inactive Commissions
Bhopal: Pradesh Congress Vice-President, Shri Manak Aggarwal 
has accused the BJP State Government of laundering crore of rupees 
on various Commissions in the State.

He said there were Mahila Commission, Human Rights 
Commission, Schedule Tribe Commission, Scheduled caste 
Commission, Citizen Welfare Commission and the Minority 
Commission. Shri Manak said that the ruling party has made 
political appointment of influential party workers who are enjoying 

all the facilities provided at government’s expense.

He took the case of the Mahila Commission and said that this 
was formed to see into the atrocities on women, their security 
and welfare, but the Women Commission has not filed their 
recommendations to the State Government in the past six years. 
The Commission, as a rule, has to file a recommendation report 
to the State Government every year. This is just an example of one 
commission.

  Protest Dharna
indore: On the call given by the Pradesh Congress Committee 
President, Shri Arun Yadav, the Indore City Congress staged a 
Protest Dharna at the District headquarters here on 1st July, 2014.

The Protest Dharna was against the employment racket involved 
in the Madhya Pradesh Services Selection Board by the City 
Congress. The dharna was led by City Congress President, Shri 
Pramod Tandon who handed over a memorandum to the District 
Collector, Shri Sanjay Dubey.

Also present at the dharna were former Minister, Shri Rameshwar 
Patel, former MLA, Tulsi Silavat, Satyanarayan Patel, Pandit 
Kripashankar Shukla, Navendra Saluja, Suresh Minda, Bhanwar 
Sharma, Mehmood Kureshi, Johar Maanpurwala, Devendra Yadav, 
Aaman Bajaj, Smt Sharmila Dhaulpure, Rajesh Sharma, Pintu Joshi, 
Golu Agnihotri with Ayaj Beig and others.

 Cogressmen Ghearao PSC Office
indore: City Congress, Youth Congress, Mahila Congress and 
all frontal organization workers ghearoed the PSC office at the 
Residency area hare on 9 July, 2014, against the corruption and 
employment racket.

This protest was led by AICC Secretary and Former Minister in 
MP, Shri Sajjansinghji Varma, Pradesh Congress President, Shri 
Arun Yadav, City Congress President, Shri Pramod Tandon, Shri 
Vipin Wankhede, Shri Siddharth Yadav, Shri Aaman Bajaj, and 
Shri Pintu Joshi.

The police used water cannon and lathi-charged the agitating 
Congressmen to disperse the people from the area. 

Protest in Indore
indore: Pradesh Congress Committee President, Shri Arun 
Yadav led a Congress delegation here on 22nd July, 2014 against 
the irregularities in issuing Pension, ration cards and the initial 
certificates.

Later, a memorandum was handed over to the District Collector. 
The others who were in the delegation were Shri Sajjan Singh 
Verma, Smt. Shobha Ojha, Shri Satyanarayan Patel, Shri Pramod 
Tandon, Shri Attar Singh Darbar with Congress MLAs.

MAHARASHTRA
Protest 

Mumbai: The Mumbai North East District Congress protested 
here on 15th June, 2014, in Mulund-Mumbai, against Ved Pratap 
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Vedik for meeting terrorist Saeed Hafiz in Pakistan followed by his 
separatist remarks on Kashmir. Congress workers also condemned 
the BJP led NDA government at centre for discreetly facilitating 
Vedik’s initiative.

In the protest led by Shri Rajesh Ingle, General Secretary of Mumbai 
North East District Congress, also present were Mulund Block 
President Shri Vijay Hadkar, Youth Congress Secretary Shri Santosh 
Sonawane, OBC Cell District President Shri Arvind Mondkar, 
Mulund Minority Cell President Shri Shanu Shaikh Gohil, Shri 
Nitin Barshile, Shri Ganesh Nikam, Shri Chetan Jadhav, Shri 
Pramod Thakur, Shri David Aramugam, Shri Omkar Surve, Shri 
Aasvas Sangle among others.

PUNJAB
Congress MLAs hold protest at Badal’s house

Chandigarh: Punjab Congress MLAs on 24th June, 2014 held 
a protest demonstration outside Chief Minister Prakash Singh 
Badal’s residence, demanding immediate abolition of property 
tax and payment of social welfare scheme funds to the deprived 
sections, besides payments to sugarcane farmers.

The Congress legislators led by state party president Pratap 
Singh Bajwa and Congress Legislature Party leader Sunil 
Jakhar sat outside Badal’s official residence here and raised 
slogans against the SAD-BJP Government for not abolishing 
property tax despite the promise made by the CM before the 
Lok Sabha polls.

The Congress MLAs said more than seven years of the SAD-BJP 
rule had brought Punjab to the brink of collapse in almost all 
socio-economic spheres.

The rising unemployment, drug addiction, closure of industries 
and unsympathetic business environment, mis-governance 
and corruption in every government department, and the 
rising burden of taxes on the common man without a cut 
in government’s extravagant expenses had forced them to 
agitate on the streets to highlight urgent issues that needed 
to be addressed by the state government on priority, said the 
Congress legislators.

The legislators assembled at Jakhar’s residence at about 10 am 

and held a meeting. At about 11 am, they walked towards Badal’s 
residence. Though the police had put up barricades preventing 
the agitators from coming near the Chief Minister’s house the 
legislators forced their way forward.

After the Congressmen started raising slogans against the SAD-
BJP government, Badal came out and assured the protestors.

Bajwa slams Badal govt. for diversionary tactics 
on drug smuggling

Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress President, Shri Partap 
Singh Bajwa, on 22nd July, 2014, attacked the Parkash Singh 
Badal government for resorting to despicable diversionary 
tactics to unfairly involve the name of a Congress MLA in 
the drug smuggling racket to shift the focus away during the 
debate in Assembly from the ruling party politicians including 
the Revenue Minister whose names have surfaced in the drug 
mafia operations.

He made it clear that he would go upto the Supreme Court to 
get the CBI investigation ordered in this mega drug smuggling 
racket involving ruling party politicians. He said the Congress 
MLA had offered to be investigated by the CBI as his party had 
no faith in the Punjab police which had been functioning as a 
tool in the hands of the Badal family.  

In a statement, Shri Bajwa said the design was apparent from 
the timing of disclosure by the Mansa SSP, a favourite of the 
Badal family who was transferred during the elections on the 
orders of the Election Commission. This police official was 
tainted going by his record and he had been playing into the 
hands of the Badals.

He said the SSP had lost no time in linking the name of the 
Congress man on the basis of disclosure made by one Gurlal 
Singh from whom the police had recovered narcotics while 
the police department has never cared to question the various 
ministers whose names have come up during investigations. The 
SSP had now himself admitted that no link had been established 
between the two so far as the drug smuggling was concerned.

He reminded Shri Badal that in the run up to the election 
campaign  the BJP had inserted ads in the newspapers in the 
name of Shri Narendra Modi admitting enormity of the menace 
while expressing the resolve to take strong steps.

 Bajwa demands immediate solution to the 
concerns raised by traders

 Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress President, Shri Partap Singh 
Bajwa, has called upon the state government to address the 
issues concerning the trading community in the state without 
any delay. The issues raised by the trading community must be 
given priority by the state government.

  In a statement issued here on 29th July, 2014, Shri Bajwa 
asserted the VAT scandal was brought to the notice of the 
government earlier but no action had been taken. Rampant 
corruption prevailed in this department. He said what was all 
the more ironic was the fact that the department of excise and 
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taxation was with the Deputy Chief Minister, Shri Sukhbir Singh 
Badal, who is considered to be management expert  and whose 
claim was to make the system transparent to end corruption.

He pointed out VAT refund was not being given by for the last 
many months and the arrears amounted to hundreds of crores. 
No interest was being paid on this VAT. On the one hand India 
wanted to compete with China while on the other, the state 
government was putting unnecessary financial burden on trades 
and industries. A big amount of money is invested on the VAT 
and the exporters are paying interest on this amount. This was 
creating functional problems making survival difficult in the 
competitive market. He opposed form 13/1 in which every 
trader and industrialist had to give details of stocks including 
raw material lying with them and advance tax had to be paid 
which was a big injustice. Similarly, the new procedure for 
factory license renewal and enhancement if renewal fee by three 
times was uncalled for. He also demanded that worksheet 7 be 
abolished altogether.

He said about 60 per cent of industry had already migrated 
to other states due to wrong policies and more were planning 
which would be ruinous for the state. Industry is already being 
punished by entry tax. This entry tax is not less than JAZIA. How 
govt. can charge sales tax at the time of purchase? Government 
is charging entry tax on the raw material which is big injustice. 
There is no guarantee that after manufacturing they will get the 
proper price or not? If the raw material is destroyed or stolen, 
who will be responsible?

He said the traders were on the path of agitation demanding 
withdrawal of new VAT forms and the related issues including 
the property tax. He extended full support to the concerns and 
demands expressed by the trading community in the state.

“What is all the more significant dimension of the controversy 
is that the ruling Akali Dal is ignoring the pleas from the 
BJP ministers who have gone public against their own 
government  on this issue and the decisions taken by the cabinet 
are the collective responsibility of the ruling alliance. After the 
Local Bodies Minister Shri Anil Joshi, it is the Forest Minister 
Shri Chuni Lal Bhagat who has taken up cudgels on behalf of 
the traders. This shows that the BJP ministers lack any say in 
the decision making process. At the same time, they don’t have 
the guts to come out of the government”, he added.

He called upon the BJP ministers to come out of the government 
if they were feeling so helpless rather than facing such 
humiliation at the hands of the arrogant senior alliance partner.

TAMILNADU
Tributes paid to K. Kamraj

trichy: Congressmen paid tributes to the former Congress 
President, Shri Thiru K. Kamraj on his birth anniversary here on 
15th July, 2014.

The celebration was led by Tamilnadu PCC Member and TNC 
Trade Union Secretary, Shri B. Balasubramanian who garlanded 

the photo of Shri K. Kamraj and later distributed sweets among 
the people present there.

UTTAR PRADESH
Membership Drive launched

lucknow: The Congress membership drive was launched here 
on 1st August, 2014 by the UPCC President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri.

To give more impetus to the drive, membership drive camps were 
held at the Amrapali crossing and at Indira Nagar and in Lucknow 
City alongwith former Lucknow East Vidhan Sabha Constituency 
candidate, Shri Ramesh Srivastava.

Dr. Khatri said that every member of the Congress Party is the 
member of our family and they should be welcomed with all the 
love so that more and more people are made to join the Congress 
Party during this membership drive and this should be our main 
purpose. He said after looking at the presence of a large crowd at 
the camps shows that people showed that the common man was 
now eager once again to join the Congress Party. He said that these 
membership drive camps should continue, so that more and more 
people can take Congress membership.

Former UPCC President, Dr. Rita Bahuguna Joshi said that the 
Congress has to give a solid reply in the coming by elections to the 
fascist forces who had shown false dream of ‘good time will come’ 
to the people and to bring back the Congress Party to a position 
of strength once again. 

Those present at the launching of these camps were former Minister, 
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Shri Ramkrishna Dwivedi, former Minister, Shri Satyadev Tripathi, 
former Minister, Dr. Aabhaar Rizvi, former MLC, Shri Harish 
Bajpayee, former MLA, Shri Shyamkishore Shukla, former MLA, 
Shri Satish Ajmani, Shri Pramod Singh, Shri Ramesh Srivastava, 
Shri Hanuman Tripathi, former DCC President, Shri Vijay Bahadur, 
former City Congress President, Shri Amit Srivastav Tyagi, Shri 
Maroof Khan, Shri Shyamlal Piyari, Shri Naresh Balmiki, Shri 
Satyadev Singh, Shri Vinod Mishra, Shri Kamal Yakoob, Smt. Nutan 
Bajpayee with others.

Meeting with new ST Department members
lucknow: An introduction meeting of the Uttar Pradesh 
Congress Scheduled Tribe Department was held here on 4th 
August, 2014.

The meeting was held in the presence of UPCC President, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri to give introduction of the newly-nominated 
member of the department and who also handed over the 
nomination certificates to the members before the start of the 
meeting.

Addressing the new office-bearers, Dr. Khatri said you have 
been given vital responsibility. You should go in your areas and 
mingle with the Scheduled Tribe people and should develop 
sentimental relations with them so that they take interest in the 

party so that they stand with the party in time of need. Some 
people have misguided the Scheduled Tribe people in the State 
and they are not happy with them and are feeling restlessness 
among the people of this class. Therefore, it is your duty to bring 
Dalit people to the Congress fold not for numbers but to show 
your love with your good qualities and values because in the 
future we have a challenge before us like economic development, 
social amity and development.

Also present on the occasion were Pradesh Chairman Shri 
Bhagwati Prasad Chaudhary, former MLA, congratulated the 
newly-nominated members and discussed various topics.

Sadbhavana Rally
Meerut: The Pradesh District Congress vice-president, Muhammad 
Imran said on 1st July, 2014 that lot of communal fights were 
erupting in the state of Uttar Pradesh recently.

He said that the peace and brotherhood was being spoilt by some 

anti social elements associated with the Communal organizations. 
Our enemies from overseas were deriving the benefit out of it by 
creating tension in the state through the internet.

Shri Imran said that this should be stopped immediately and 
therefore he took out a Sadbhavana Rally to bring amity and 
brotherhood among all class of people.

Road work left unfinished under Pradhan 
Mantri Sadak Yojana

Unnao: On the complaints of the villagers, former MP, Smt. 
Annu Tandon visited the Bhagwantnagar area and made personal 
assessment of the situation.

Smt. Tandon visited the area on 28 July, 2014 and found that the 
road which was constructed under the “Pradhan Mantri Sadak 
Yojana” was not fully completed and the work of the road has been 
left unfinished by the District authorities. It seems that the change 
of govt. at the centre has also brought change in the thinking of 
the concerned authorities. Due to this, people are facing difficulty 
to move about.

Smt. Tandon also visited Unchagaon-Lalkuan road where the 
villagers of Dhanikheda showed her the main road which was 
almost non-existent and there was no one to look into this.

Smt. Tandon also witnessed the Bihar-Morava road which too was 
in bad shape and she has written a letter to the concerned ministry 
asking there to take prompt action on these roads. 
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a  laCklUSteR BUDget
Spokesperson: Shri adhir Ranjan Chowdhury: 
He said that you are well aware that today the 
NDA government has presented its first railway 
budget. The expectations were quite high. 
However, if anybody peeps into the contents 
of railway budget, it will be crystal clear that in 
spite of high flying propaganda the contents are 
very insignificant and far from satisfactory. It is 
a lackluster budget presented by this government 
where we have not found any future road map, 
any long term perspective or any clear vision 
of this government insofar as Railway sector is 
concerned. The budget is presented in such a 
way as if the present government was at the helm 
of railway affairs Railway Minister himself has 
been countering the success, the achievements 
of the previous government by projecting various 
statistics. Actually we expected from the Railway 
Minister that in the present dispensation he will 
outline something extraordinary but instead 
of putting any way forward in his budget he 
was busy in dwarfing the achievements of the 
UPA government.   It was not at all desirable. 
The budget has disappointed all of us which 
was even very much evident on the floor of the 
House where agitated Members were expressing 
their opposition to the budget proposals. In 
this budget proposal, various salient features 
which we have observed that this government 
has been dividing this country diametrically 
opposite to the socialist path. Here everything 
has been pleaded for the capitalist world. If you 
go through this statement of the budget, you 
will see that in each and every step the social 
obligation of a government has been criticized 
as if we have committed wrong in following the 
social obligation. India is a huge country. It is 
a country of 125 crore population, still India is 
divided between India and Bharat. So, we cannot 
leave behind the people of Bharat in lurch so we 
have to discharge some sort of welfare measurers 
for the poor people, for the backward people, for 
the vulnerable segment of our society. However, 
much to the chagrin of ours, this concept of 
socialistic attitude being pursued by the Congress 
party over the decades has been criticized in 
favour of capitalist regime. So, I am personally 
apprehending that this government is going and 
heading towards more and more privatization 
of the railway sector much to the discomfiture 
of the common people of our country. Tuesday, 
8th July, 2014.

CoMMUnalization  oF 
HiStoRy

Spokesperson: Shri k. Raju and Smt. Shobha 
oza: Shri K. Raju said that the Congress Party 
strongly condemns the appointment of Prof. 
Sudershan Rao as the Chairperson of the Indian 
Council of Historical Research (lCHR). ICHR 

 AICC DIARy was set up with the objective, inter alia; to “to 
give a national direction to an objective and 
scientific writing of history and to have rational 
presentation and interpretation of history”. 
However this appointment reeks of ideological 
bias, and is an attempt to communalize history 
for the political ends of the ruling party  BJP.

wRong SeleCtion 
It has been widely noted that Prof. Rao has 
never written in a peer-reviewed journal, and 
thus the historical authenticity of his views 
remain untested and unverified. Even T .K. 
Ventakasubramanian, who was appointed by 
the NDA in 1998 as ICHR Member Secretary 
has criticized Prof. Rao’s appointment saying, “it 
sends a wrong signal to have a person like him 
head the ICHR”.  In fact Prof. Rao himself feels 
unencumbered by the lack of historical evidence 
to bolster his claims saying in an interview,”we 
can’t produce material evidence for everything.... 
to look for evidence would mean digging right 
though the hearts of villages and displacing 
people”. Wednesday, 16th July, 2014.

ViolationS at tHe BoRDeR
Spokesperson: Shri anand Sharma: He said 
that there was tension at our country’s borders 
with Pakistan and China. There was incidents 
of intrusion and violation of Indian Air space. 
At the Line of Control at the Jammu region is 
being breached repeatedly, firing takes place. 
This in itself becomes a matter of concern, this 
is also necessary what is the reaction of our 
government. Specially, when the present Prime 
Minster Narendra Modi and the BJP, who before 
coming to power were always targeting the UPA 
Government, Prime Minister and the Defence 
Minister, were always criticizing and used to say 
that the government in helpless and weak, which 
was not correct. Because the government of that 
time at such circumstances took steps which 
are taken for the security of our country, for its 
integrity. But now they are quiet. The people who 
once repeatedly use to Speak every day are now 
quiet. Therefore, the people want to know that 
the Prime Minister had recently gone to attend 
the BRICS Conference in Brazil, Prime Minister 
met the President of China, it was good, both 
are big countries, they should have talked, now 
that the Prime Minister has returned, he should 
give the details in the Parliament, it is important. 
Questions will be asked but it is important to tell 
that he raised this issue of intrusion during his 
talks then and about the violation of the border 
and if these talks were held when he was out of 
the country, then why did the Defence Minister 
dismissed this issue lightly and did not take it 
seriously. His statement shows that he is not 
serious about this issue. We do not want to go 
into discussion. But in the same situation when 
the then Defence Minister had made a comment, 
he was very much criticized. It is not clear in 
this Government whether the Defence Minister 
should make a comment on the issue of border 
violations, the Foreign Minister should speak or 
the Home Minister has the Right to Speak. We 

feel it is the right to Defence Minister. This should 
also be clarified so that questions can be asked 
from him if he is authorized to do so.
Shri Anand Sharma said because of these 
developments in the past when there have been 
violations - use of excessive force, indiscriminate 
force, India has consistently taken a position and 
we have worked to bring about a cessation of 
hostilities and to ensure the civilian causalities 
do not mount- particularly the women, children 
and the old people are fully protected. This 
government has chosen not only to remain 
silent but has resisted the demand of the 
entire opposition to have a discussion. This 
actually embarrasses India. It is not a question 
of taking sides; we are talking of an issue 
which is humanitarian, which is agitating the 
international community in a big way. Friday, 
18th July, 2014.

ViewS  exPReSSeD DeVoiD  oF 
FaCtS 

Spokesperson: Shri abhishek Singhvi:  He 
said a learned Member of Parliament from 
Nizamabad Telangana in an interview to certain 
newspapers has expressed her view that apart 
from representing the aspirations of the people 
of Telangana, she says, her area of interest also 
includes the people of and the issue of Jammu 
& Kashmir. That is   Ms Kavita. As far as this 
part of the statement is concerned, we would 
like to welcome it. Insofar as far it exhibits a 
desire on the part of one MP to look at other 
parts of India and understand those areas. 
However that certainly is good thing because 
it bolsters feeling of national integration if you 
are interested in areas other than your state. 
However, certain portions of her statement, both 
in respect of Jammu & Kashmir and Telangana, 
are factually incorrect and I would like to clearly 
put on record its difference within that part of 
her statement because that part of the statement, 
we believe, perhaps inadvertently castes serious 
doubts on the integrity and legitimacy of the 
Indian Union and obviously we must put on 
record our objection to that. I just quote one 
part of the statement which I am clarifying and 
objecting we need to come out clean on Jammu 
& Kashmir.  Few parts were not ours, we should 
agree, we should redraw the international lines 
and move on. Monday, 21st July, 2014.

RaCial taRgeting ConDeMneD
Spokesperson: Shri Randeep Surjewala: He said 
that merciless murder of a 29 year old Manipuri 
student Saloni in Kotla Mubarakpur at New Delhi 
is one more instance of racial targeting of people 
from North East coming as it does, shortly after 
the murder of Nido Tania in the run up to the 
elections and which saw a cumulative upsurge in 
sentiments across the country including in North 
Eastern India qua safety, integration and respect 
for people from North East as also the law and 
order situation that exists in the national capital 
has been repeated again with murder of Saloni. 
Post murder of Nido, then government of India 
had constituted a Committee  the Bezbaruah 
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Committee. That Committee has submitted its 
elaborate report - an 800 page report, I am told, to 
Minister of State for Home who also happens to 
be a Member of Parliament from North East Mr. 
Kiran Rijiju. Among other things, Committee has 
pointed out as actionable points for government 
of India was integration of people from North 
East into Police forces in Delhi as also in rest 
of the bigger cities. It spoke about enactment of 
a special anti-racial law and taking immediate 
pre-emptive measures to protect the dignity, the 
liberty,  the self-respect of, if not lakhs, thousands 
of people from North East particularly the young 
boys and girls who contribute immensely to 
progress and propelling the cities of this country 
forward. Tuesday, 22nd July, 2014.

ConDolenCe By CongReSS 
PaRty

Spokesperson: Prof. Rajeev gowda: He said 
that the Congress party wishes to express its 
deepest condolences to the families of the 
young children who have died in accident in 
Medak in Telangana State today. The Congress 
President and the Congress Vice President have 
also condoled this tragedy. We are really hopeful 
that the government will expedite the process of 
eliminating level crossing something that we have 
initiated during our government and prevent 
these sorts of accidents occurring in future.

wRong inSinUationS againSt 
SPoRtS iCon

Second issue, I would like to place before you 
on behalf of the Congress is the issue of Sania 
Mirza that has come up today. A BJP leader from 
Telangana Shri Lakshman has made all kinds 
of insinuations against Sania Mirza. As you all 
know sports is an activity and endeavour that 
unites all Indians. It is an endeavour that makes 
every Indian proud of the person representing 
the country, we hope to see the tricolor waiving 
and we hope to hear the national anthem at the 
medal ceremony. That is the kind of sentiments 
that we bring when we see our sport icons on 
international stage. Sania Mirza is one of those 
sports icons who has done us proud at the Asian 
Games, Olympics and various other international 
tennis tournaments and is someone who also has 
a deep history of engagement with Telangana in 
terms of ancestry history and connection with 
Hyderabad go back more than 100 years and in 
this context trying to rake up issues which are 
really besides the point which have to be personal 
marital choices and nothing to do with loyalty to 
the country, nothing to do with matters of more 
importance to the country are raked up. It is 
just one more instance of divisive behavior, the 
kind of activity that we should all unanimously 

deplore. Sania Mirza has herself stated that she 
is 100% Indian till she dies and that should settle 
the matter. We hope that these sort of issues will 
not be raked and turn into needless controversies. 
Thursday, 24th July, 2014.

PeoPle oF UttaRakHanD 
CongRatUlateD 

Spokesperson: Shri P.C. Chacko: He said that I 
have a very glad news today. AICC congratulates 
the people of Uttarakhand where we won all 
the three bye elections. You all know that in 
the elections in Uttarkahand, not only that we 
won our sitting seats, we wrested two seats from 
BJP of which one seat was the sitting seat of the 
former Chief Minister Mr. Pokhriyal Nishank. 
So, for breaking this Modi myth and reposing 
confidence in the Congress party, we congratulate 
the people of Uttarakhand. 

gooD PeRFoRManCe at Cwg
AICC also congratulate Indian contingent at 
the Commonwealth Games for winning Seven 
Medals till now and ranking the country fourth 
in the medals tally. We convey our felicitations 
to the medalists  Sujitha Chanu and Sukhen Dey 
for winning the Gold in Weight Lifting; Mirabai 
Chanu and Sushila Likmabam and Navjyot 
Chana for the Silver Medal in Weight Lifting 
and Judo respectively and Ganesh Mali and 
Kalpana Thodam for Bronze Medal in Weight 
Lifting & Judo. India fourth in the medal tally 
and we congratulate our Medal winners who 
made us proud. 

genUine DeManD oF StUDentS
Shri Chacko said UPSC’s Civil Service Aptitude 
Test examinations were boycotted. There are 
serious protests by the candidates appearing for 
the examination and there was a huge protest still 
going on and the Congress party feels that this 
government has not taken this very important 
issue with the seriousness it deserves. When 
this issue was brought to the notice of the then 
UPA government when we were in power, the 
government took this issue very seriously. Even 
the Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
Ji on the representation from the candidates 
appearing for the examination pleaded with the 
government that there is a genuine demand from 
the students’ side and the scheme of examination 
is overwhelmingly in favour of the advantaged 
section of the society. 
The scheme of examination is not fair. So, at the 
request of the Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 

Gandhi Ji and the Congress President also the 
then Prime Minister constituted a Committee. 
Now on then 24th  of August the civil service 
examinations are to begin. 60 days in office, 
they did not even look at what happened to 
the committee, they did not pursue with the 
work the committee have done. They could 
have pursued and would have taken a decision. 
If the scheme of examination is not fair, that 
was our conclusion that is why we appointed 
an expert committee. There is a demand from 
the students that it should be postponed and 
the government should think of postponing 
the date of examination and also the scheme of 
examination. That is our suggestion.  We could 
not pursue with the committee’s work because the 
election process started. We are not in the habit 
of giving any directions to the UPSC but only 
when this issue came up and touched their nose, 
the BJP Minister made a statement yesterday that 
they have appointed a committee. 

DaMaging StateMent
Shri Chacko said there is a very sick mindset 
of the NDA team as a whole especially the BJP. 
Today one of Goa Ministers said that India 
will be a Hindu country very soon under able 
leadership of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. They 
can deny, they can say this is all junior people’s 
views. Today it is the Dy. CM of the State. So the 
functionaries of the BJP party making these types 
of irresponsible statements, we have a request. 
They during the election have communalized 
this country to the extent that they should not 
have. The damage they do not understand they 
cannot fathom the damage they are creating 
by this kind of campaign. They were trying to 
communalize, they succeeded to some extent 
but please do not communalize again this Indian 
polity. That is what we want to request and India 
will remain a secular country, those who are 
anti-secular and those who do not believe in 
secularism, they started this type of communal 
campaign.   This is coming from all sides, that 
is why we requested the government and the 
coalition leading the government to take other 
issue affecting the people like price rise which 
is beyond their control, inflation is not within 
their control, none of their promises are kept, 
60 days were wasted but none of the promises 
were kept but this type of communal campaign 
is their favourite pastime. Please stop this 
communalizing the country. This is our request 
to the ruling coalition. Friday, 25th July, 2014.


