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The fact that the Congress has not been able to perform as well as it would have liked to 
has now taken root in the mindset of the Congress worker. Heartily, simultaneously, it 
is good to notice that it has not disheartened the Congress worker and the Congress is 

raring to play its role of a responsible opposition.

Much credit needs to be given to the Congress leadership led by the Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and ably assisted by Vice President Rahul Gandhi who have given confidence of better 
times in the future. Winning and losing are two sides of a coin in a democracy. The appreciation 
of the people who are the voters can sometimes evade reality by a panorama of misrepresentations 
and ludicrous promises which cannot be fulfilled. The BJP has always specialized in leading people 
up the garden path and has successfully managed to do so again. But the short time it has been 
in power, it has clearly displayed a lack of vision and continues to rebottle old wine by repacking 
Congress programs by giving them new nomenclatures and claiming them to be their own, of 
Modi Government. 

In a letter to defeated candidates the Congress President said “Our party is today confronted with 
a very serious challenge. Much work needs to be done to overcome our defeat. I have no doubt that 
you will continue to be active in your constituency and in the party. That is how you will regain the 
trust of the people. The path may be long and trying but with hard work and dedication you will 
overcome the adversity and succeed.”

The Congress has much to be proud of for the milestones it has achieved during the ten years 
of UPA.  The manner in which the UPA showed resilience against a fledging world economy is 
nothing short of a miracle. Growth momentum was maintained even if in a subdued manner. 
The pro poor programs of the Congress have provided relief to millions of poor people who were 
guaranteed minimum employment and food security. The Education act ensured minimum 
education for all in the country. The growth of rural areas in comparison to the urban areas was 
higher during the UPA Government. 

The din created by the BJP propaganda drowned the voice of the Congress which is not attuned 
to chest beating and loud claims. The Congress is traditionally and by conviction pledged to the 
principles of democracy. It will not compromise on democratic values regardless of adversity. 
Such was the conviction inculcated by its leaders of the freedom movement led by the First Prime 
Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. The Congress has now to devise strategy so that not only it can 
get credit for their innumerable achievements in the interest of the ‘aam aadmi’ but also bring to 
the notice of the people the failures and unfulfilled promises of the BJP. 

We strongly believe that in the prevailing circumstances the Congress did the best that was possible 
in the times they were in power. We also strongly believe that the promises made by the Modi led 
Government are unachievable canards and will get exposed in time. Enthusiastic speeches can 
win elections but not the trust of the people.

It won’t be long before the Modi Government stands exposed of lies spread during the election 
speeches. The Congress needs to be in readiness to walk into the space that will be thereby created.

The nation pays tribute to a great son of India and a founding member of the Indian National 
Congress Dadabhai Naoroji. He led the Congress three times as President and was one of the earliest 
votaries of Swaraj and Swadeshi. He voiced the grievances of the Indian people and proclaimed 
their aims. He is remembered as a stalwart in the history of the national movement. v
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The New Government has been in power for about a month now. The Modi 

Government was elected on the basis of a host of promises and a commitment of 

better things to come. But their actions in the first month, give a foreboding of 

difficult times in the future. If the fault lines in the UPA Government were so well 

identified by the Modi dispensation then they should have been ready to rectify 

and give relief to the people. Dumping blame for every action on the previous 

government is an age old method to escape responsibility.

It is becoming clearer with every passing day that there is no magic wand in the 

hands of the Modi Government and there is no relief in the offing for the common 

man. Their promises in their speeches and manifestos are only dreams that they 

sold to the people and the Government has neither the will nor the road map 

for implementation of new policies. The increase in Rail fares for passengers and 

freight are an indication of increased burden on every household. Increased freight 

prices will impact every commodity that is required by a house holder. The prices 

of food commodities like pluses, onions, potatoes, sugar etc have already started 

showing an upward trend. Power tariff has already been hinted for price increase 

and the price of Petrol, Diesel and Cooking gas have already been increased. It 

has to be remembered that the trader’s community are the backbone of the BJP 

vote bank. 

The Modi Government has not displayed any vision towards governance issues or 

issues relating to controlling price rise or generating employment avenues. Except 

for trying to interfere with set patterns and disturbing the peace of the people 

nothing much has been done in the interest of the common man.

For how long can the new government escape by blaming the previous government 

for everything that they are not being able to manage? Where are the ‘Acche Din’!!!!?
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ThAnks-gIvIng 
PROgRAmmE

CP’s Visit

Elders, Brothers, Sisters and Workers,  Today I 
have come here to thank all of you from the 
bottom of my heart. In last few months, you 

have worked very hard during election and spread 
the message of Congress party to every home. You 
have enhanced the respect not only for Congress but 
for me and Raebareli in this election. You fought this 
election by making it an issue of your prestige and got 
success. My victory is a result of devotion and hard 
work of each and every worker of Raebareli. This 
victory is the biggest proof of the selfless working 
spirit of all the leaders and workers. There are many 
colleagues, who keep on doing their job silently, they 
work with honesty and never ask for taking credit 
for the same. I dedicate my victory to them. For my 
victory I congratulate you and the people of Raebareli 
and express my gratitude. 

I had to travel across the country to campaign for 
the party due to which I could not spend more time 
among you people, but Priyanka handled the election 
work with you. In future also she will continue to work 
with you in unison. Our fight for the development of Raebareli will 
continue and we will continue to get your support and affection. 

Since I have come amongst my own people, I want to say one more 
thing to you. Apart from the happiness of my victory, I am deeply 
saddened by the results of this election. The honest Congress 
workers throughout the country did not leave any effort from 
their side and yet if our party has got so few seats there must be 
some reason for this. I have been trying to deeply understand these 
reasons since last one month and have already learned out quite a 
few. We need to take effective measures in times to come, so that 
a new encouragement is generated among the workers and the 
party becomes strong once again. However, it not that the central 
government lead by Congress party did not do anything in last ten 
years. In fact the amount of work that has been done in last ten 
years has never been done before. But we could not communicate 

our good work to the people in a manner we should have. The 
information about steps taken by us against inflation, corruption 
and scams could not reach the people in a right way and at a right 
time. Our opposition hyped few of such issues in exaggerated 
manner. Our real issues were overshadowed by their din which 
resulted in our defeat. 

That is why our party is going through a phase of struggle today, 
these conditions are not permanent and hence rather than being 
disheartened we should prepare ourselves for the fights in future. 
When election results come, the number of seats have their 
own importance, however the number of votes have their own 
importance as well. Almost eleven crore voters of the country have 
expressed their faith in Congress. I want to thank each and every 
voter who voted for Congress and want to tell them that we will 
continue to follow our basic principals and will take necessary steps 
in order to protect their belief. There are several people throughout 

Following is the speech of Congress President Smt 
Sonia Gandhi during her visit to Raebareli, Uttar 
Pradesh on 13 June, 2014
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CP’s Visit

Raebareli: Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi, in her first 
visit to her parliamentary constituency Raebareli on 13th June, 
2014 after the recently held Lok Sabha polls, said that she would 
lead from the front to restore the party’s “Aan, Baan, Shaan”. At an 
“aabhar samaroh” and dinner organized for workers, the Congress 
president said she was “saddened” by the party’s loss but had “mulled 
over the reasons for the past month”. “It was not that the Congress 
government did not work in the past 10 years but we failed to make 
our work to check inflation and corruption reach people. she said 
while addressing Congress workers at the Firoz Gandhi Degree 
College here.

The Opposition kept telling lies and our talks left behind,” she said, 
praising workers for their hard work, she said they should not be 
disappointed with the loss of seats. “We should not be disappointed 
as we might have got less seats but 10.75 crore voters have voted for 

us. The vote share is important and seats are not everything.”  Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said that about 11 crore voters of the country have 
shown their faith in the Congress and the party thanked them for it. 

The Congress president urged workers to “go house to house and 
win back the confidence of public” while underlining that the “road 
ahead is not easy”. Targeting BJP, Sonia Gandhi said the time has 
now come for them to fulfill their promises. “As an opposition it 
is our responsibility to keep an eye on their promises as it is easier 
to make promises than fulfill them.” 

“In states including Uttar Pradesh, Congress would have to start 
again from the booth level and we will achieve our goal through 
firm resolve,” the Congress chief said. In UP, the party could only 
retain two seats of Rae Bareli and Amethi represented by Sonia 
Gandhi and her son Rahul Gandhi respectively.  v

A Report

I wILL LEAD fROm ThE fROnT TO REsTORE ThE gLORy Of COngREss: sOnIA gAnDhI

the country who have been holding the 
Congress flag firmly. We can change the 
current situation in future by using this 
fundamental, internal strength of Congress 
and get our glory back. 

Hence we must not lose our courage. We 
must work to strengthen Congress rapidly 
in Uttar Pradesh and in the entire country. 
The road may be difficult but we will move 
fast towards our target with conviction. 

BJP has made big promises in the election 
and their time has come to fulfil them. 
Being an opposition party, we must closely 
monitor those promises. It is easier to make 
promises than to deliver them. I think that 
their working style will soon be exposed. 
People will also realise our work and 
achievements. 

Hence we all have to start our work from 

considering the fight for basic amenities for 
the people as our own fight. We must win the 
confidence of the people by reaching every 
household in places we have lost this time 
around. We must be present with humility 
among the people in places we have won.

I have full confidence that we will be 
successful in this struggle and will soon 
cover this challenging path with our hard 
work. In this way, I will walk along with you 
at the forefront and will never back down. 
Today you have to take a pledge with me that 
we will not rest until we restore the prestige 
of Congress. We are ready for this struggle. 

With these words, once again I express my 
gratitude to all of you.  Jai Hind!  v

today with a new spirit. Congress people, 
whether they are in Parliament, assemblies, 
municipalities or Panchayats, they should 
start raising people’s issues everywhere. 
We should fight with full strength by 
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CReAtion of telAngAnA

new Delhi: As Telangana came 
into existence as the 29th state of 
India, Congress on 2nd June, 2014, 
extended best wishes to the people 
of the state, reminding them that 
it was not possible without Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Dr. Manmohan 
Singh’s support.

In statement released on 2nd June 
2014, the Congress President said “I 
congratulate the people of Telangana 
on the occasion of it becoming the 29th 
state of the Indian union,” 

The movement for the creation 
of Telangana has had a long 
history.

“It was the Indian National 
Congress that finally decided to 
reorganise the state of Andhra 
Pradesh in 2013 to fulfill the 
democratic aspirations of the 
people of Telangana.”

At the same time the Indian 
National Congress has ensured 
that the reorganization will 
create vast new development 
and investment opportunities 
for the successor state of Andhra 
Pradesh as well. 

I wish to reiterate that the Indian 
National Congress is committed 
to the welfare of the people 
of both states and will play an 
active role in ensuring that both 
the states progress in a spirit of 
harmony and cooperation.”

fOR CREATIOn Of TELAngAnA  
CREDIT gOEs TO smT sOnIA gAnDhI

Former 
Home Minister 

S u s h i l  K u m a r 
Shinde, in whose tenure the 

Bill for creation of the new state was 
passed, credited the Congress President for 
formation of a separate Telangana.

“It was the desire of Smt. Sonia Gandhi. She 
had promised the people of Telangana that 
she will give them a separate state. She has 

fulfilled her commitment and 
the whole credit goes to her,” 
Shri Shinde told PTI.

AICC General Secretary Shri 
Digvijay Singh, who is in-charge 
of party affairs in undivided 
Andhra Pradesh tweeted ‘Let 
us also not forget that without 
Soniaji and Dr Manmohan 
Singhji this wouldn’t have been 
possible. They fulfilled the 
commitment made. I am sure 
through a healthy competitive 
spirit and mutual cooperation 
both States would grow. I 
extended best wishes to the 
people of the two states.

Telangana came into existence as 
the 29th state of India, capping 
the decades-old struggle in the 
region for carving out a separate 
state from Andhra Pradesh. v
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smT sOnIA gAnDhI COngRATuLATEs 
PEOPLE Of TELEngAnA
Following is the statement of Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi on 2nd June, 2014, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said, 
“I congratulate the people of Telangana on the occasion of 
its becoming the 29th state of the Indian Union.

The movement for the creation of Telangana has had a long 
history.

It was the Indian National Congress that finally decided to 
reorganize the state of Andhra Pradesh in 2013 to fulfill the 
democratic aspirations of the people of Telangana.

At the same time Indian National Congress has ensured that 
the reorganization will create vast new development and 
investment opportunities for the successor state of Andhra 
Pradesh as well.

I wish to reiterate that the Indian National Congress is 
committed to the welfare of the people of both the States 
and will play an active role in ensuring that both the states 
progress in a spirit of harmony and cooperation.”
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RAhul gAnDhi’s Visits

shRI RAhuL gAnDhI mEETs fAmILy Of BADAun 
gAngRAPE vICTIms, DEmAnDs CBI PROBE 
Badaun: Congress Vice President Shri  Rahul Gandhi on 31st 
May, 2014 met the family of the Badaun gang rape victims in Uttar 
Pradesh and said that a CBI inquiry should be ordered. He added 
that ‘compensation means nothing’ after two dalit sisters were gang 
raped and murdered. The family members as they pressed for a CBI 
probe and refused to take any compensation, demanding justice for 
their girls. After meeting the family Shri Rahul Gandhi also went to 
the site of the tree from which the girls were found hanging. He has 
demanded a CBI inquiry into the incident. “The father of the victims 
told me that compensation is not going to serve any purpose, their 
honour can’t be restored by money,” he said after meeting them. “All 

the criminals should know that such crimes against women can’t be 
accepted in India,” added the Congress leader. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
was accompanied by AICC General Secretary In-charge of Uttar 
Pradesh Shri Madhusudan Mistry, PCC President Shri Nirmal Khatri 
and Chairman of AICC Scheduled Castes Department Shri K Raju. 
The Congress Vice President met the family at their home and also 
visited the site, where the bodies of the two girls were found hanging. 
He assured the family of all possible help, Congress leaders said. The 
family members told Shri Rahul Gandhi that they don’t have faith 
in the state police and want a CBI probe, they said. The two victims, 
who were cousins and aged 14 and 15, went missing from their house 
on the night of May 27 and their bodies were found hanging from a 
mango tree in the village in Ushait area the next morning. This is the 
first visit of the Congress Vice President outside his Parliamentary 
constituency Amethi in Uttar Pradesh after the recently held Lok 
Sabha polls. Pressing for a CBI probe into the incident, the family of 
the victims today said it was more gruesome than the December 16 
gang rape case and demanded that the culprits be hanged publicly. 
“We want justice and not compensation. The manner in which the 
entire world saw our innocent girls hanging, we want that in the same 
manner it should watch the culprits being hanged. They should be 
hanged publicly,” said the father of one of the girls.   The incident had 
triggered protests in the area with villagers alleging police apathy, 

shRI RAhuL gAnDhI COnDEmns 
AmEThI gAng-RAPE
Amethi: Congress Vice President and Amethi MP Shri 
Rahul Gandhi on 5th June 2014 expressed sadness after a 
woman was gang-raped by some persons over a land dispute 
in Gauriganj area of the district. 

In a statement, the Congress Vice President said, “”I am 
extremely saddened to learn of an alleged rape incident in 
Amethi. The matter is under investigation. We are closely 
monitoring the situation and following up with the district 
administration to ensure that all the facts come to light and 
justice is meted out quickly.  

“It is deeply disturbing that every day we hear of gruesome 
incidents where women are the target of extreme violence. 
Whether it is the brutal rape and murder of two young girls 
in Badaun or the recent rape of a minor girl in Jhalawar in 
Rajasthan, the alleged rape yesterday in Amethi, or other 
incidents reported from different parts of the country. This 
is unacceptable. 

“We must take all necessary steps to improve law and order 
to ensure safety and security for women. But changing 
mindsets is a major challenge and one that we must address 
urgently. There can be no development, no prosperity and no 
progress if such barbarism is allowed to continue.”

The incident occurred on 4th June, 2014 when Hariram, 
a resident of Dihwa village, was involved in a land dispute 
with some persons. 

His wife was beaten up by rival group members following a 
heated argument over the issue. A friend of Hiraram’s wife, 
who came to her rescue, was forcibly taken inside a house 
and gang-raped by them, police said. v

following which an FIR was registered against seven persons. 
The incident also led to a nation-wide furore. Five accused, 
including two policemen, have been arrested, police said on 
31st May, 2014. Badaun is 300 km from Uttar Pradesh capital 
Lucknow. v
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in the PARliAment

Hon’ble Speaker Madam, the speech that took place 
on the Presidential address, specially of Rudy Sahib 
who proposed this motion and which was seconded 

by Shri Ramvilas Paswan. First of all I would like to welcome 
it and support it and I would like to compliment all the new 
Members of this House. Specially, I would like to once again 
compliment those members who have come for the second time 
as the protectors and guardians of this House. First, Smt. Meera 
Kumar was there, who was proposed by the top leader of the 
Congress Party Smt. Sonia Gandhi and set a record. That has 
been pushed forward by the BJP, this is a matter of satisfaction. 
Now I was thinking, when Rudy Sahib was speaking that he 
is an experienced Member of Parliament and was also in the 
Rajya Sabha. He has also served as a Union Minister. We had 
hoped that he would share his wisdom on the address of the 
President. He would tell us, to the joint session of the House 
what work will be done in one year and what will be their policy 
during the five years, he would tell us and the whole House, this 
was our feeling. But he has let us all down. By giving election 
speeches you cannot get support. Whatever thoughts that 
you have presented in the President’s address, how will those 
thoughts be implemented. It would have been better if we had 
discussion on these issues, but you have left all those things.

Modi Saheb has come, I want to thank him. He has become the 
Prime Minister of this country, by the support of all of you, 
especially the people have chosen him for this post, and we also 
welcome him. But the way you expressed things, that was not 
correct, there was politics in this. You have come in the House 
by saying these speeches. You have entered this House by telling 
these entire things to the people. After coming here and if you 
want to talk about the same politics then we too have many 
things that we can tell you. If you talk of development, that is 
correct. You were talking of law and order and all other things.

You were talking about the verdict. The verdict has come in your 
favour that is why we are sitting here. But with how many votes 

mOTIOn Of ThAnks On PREsIDEnT’s ADDREss

wE hAD mADE ThIs 
COunTRy sTROng
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge participates in debate  
as Leader of the Congress Party in the Lok Sabha  
on 10th June 2014 in Lok Sabha, Parliament House.

have you come.  In 
this country, you 
have received 31.32 
percent votes, you 
did not get more 
than this .  When 
the time was with 
us we too had come 
and another time, 
we will talk about 
it.  But what you 
are talking today 
that you got much 
you got 10 lakh, 20 
lakh, this is only 
good in speeches, 
but the things you are telling us with excitement, you are telling 
us so many things, you have just come with 31.32 percent votes 
which means that 69 percent people in this country are against 
your thinking, oppose to your thoughts process. May be our 
party received less votes, but the support in your favour which 
you think is a majority, that was not there. But despite this you 
have come in large numbers, because the votes got divided, the 
thoughts were different, there were regional parties, somebody 
supported different issues, so you benefitted out of this division 
of votes. It is ok, you got the benefit and you now you should 
serve the people for their benefit, that is most important.

Everybody wants to make this country strong. Does anyone 
want to make it weak? Did UPA government try to make it 
weak? We had made this country strong. The country where 
there was not a factory to manufacture a needle, today we have 
made a rocket that will go to Mars. The country where people 
were hungry and were longing for food, we imported wheat 
from America to distribute it through the ration shops. Today 
there is plenty of food grains and we were selling it for Rs. 3 per 

mallikarjun Kharge
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in the PARliAment

kilo under the Food Security Act that we passed. You repeatedly 
say as to what Congress has done during the 65 years. That we 
have destroyed this country, you are just raising this issue. So 
many factories have been opened in the public sector and the 
whole public sector that is there was formed only during the 
time of the Congress government.

Just by giving speeches you cannot fill the stomachs of the 
people. This green revolution and the white revolution that 
happened in Gujarat, that is the white revolution of the 
Congress, and not of Modi Saheb or of the BJP, so keep this 
in mind. You cannot just say that Congress has done nothing 
and have destroyed the country in 60 years, this is only what 
you are saying and listen to me brother. These all things are 
all right for elections and to get votes.  But if I speak about on   
report card, if I present you with the report card, what was our 
position ten year ago and what we have done in the last ten 
years, that I shall tell you in one or two minutes. Now your 
government has come, we shall see what you will do?

Madam, I would like to say that this in my report card, my 
report card is that the poor which has been referred by 
Paswanji, to feed such poor we brought programmes like 
MNREGA and gave jobs to 4 crores 75 lakh families. Those who 
could not get food once a day those who could not eat once a 
day we gave at least employment for hundred days. Few people 
today, who are big landlords, are even presently opposing this. 
They are opposing this because those who are getting work 
under MNREGA, their wages are increasing. The big landlords 
want that their wages do not increase, that they work on low 
wages and they should not get food security.

Just now I have heard about the poor people.  I read a report 
about Rajasthan, where there is your government, about the 
labour, the poor that you talk about, they have thought of 
changing all the labour laws.  Particularly Prime Minister 
Narendra Modiji has been mentioned and has been referred 
about. They say that big industrialists are finding difficulties 
to retrieve their investments or in generating money and in 
generating employment, that is why we want to change the 
rule. This tendency shows that this government is not in 
favour of the poor, it seems that they are in favour of the rich. 
Such indications are visible.  This is not my saying, you see 
the report.  This has come day before yesterday, every act has 
to be changed. The 40 acts that we have in the country, which 
were not made today, they were made since the time of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Jagjivan Ram, Dr. Baba Sahib Ambedkar and 
there after every leader of this country had made these Acts for 
the poor.  Efforts are now being made to demolish these Acts.

Sharp criticism keeps on being made against Annual growth. 
Annual growth rate during the NDA period was 5.9 percent, 
the average of the UPA government was 7.5 percent. This was 

higher by 1.75 percent, despite this fact there is sharp criticism 
about it.

Food production, during the 2004 year of the NDA was 213 
million tons which today is 263 million ton this year. Power was 
being criticized, Rudy Sahib was telling about Power that what 
is happening in China, and what is happening in other places. 
That is correct, but what we have done in the past ten years, 
this is before you and has also been presented in the House, 
you can see them. Power capacity was 1,12,700 Megawatt and 
during the ten years we had generated 2,34,600 Megawatt 
power.  The amazing thing is that nothing has happened!!!? 
The mobile phone that is in every hand, this was just three 
crores ten years ago and today it is in the hands of 96 crore 
people, .all these are the achievements. Which is necessary for 
development, not only this to make the Panchayti Raj strong 
by empowering the lowest. Money has gone there.  Maybe I 
had heard before the elections Prime Minister was saying that 
MNREGA was a useless thing. This had appeared in the papers. 
Maybe, he may like to clarify this. But MNREGA is a useless 
thing, for the crores are longing for employment, are longing 
for food. Who implements the scams, every state implements 
it. States headed by the BJP government. Some are headed by 
Congress governments and the States have governments of 
others also. Where there is a mistake, correct them. This does 
not happen, there is a saying at times when you have fever or 
an headache then we do not cut our head. We take medicine 
for its remedy. If there are any shortcomings then we should 
collectively remove them. Instead of saying that it is useless. 

Right to Education is not correct! For the poor people of this 
country, particularly those children who did not go to school, 
to bring those children to school through the mid day meals 
scheme, to bring them to regular school and to educate them, 
if it was done was through Right to education and mid-day 
meals and all these things are for the poor and the programmes 
that are for the poor, for which you have hatred, that is why 
you say it is not good, it is not good. There is a scam in it here 
and there. If you were committed for    the poor, if you had 
thought about the poor, then this would not have been there. 
I can also say, I am well aware about it. Madam, maybe I am 
a junior in this House but I want to remind your one thing 
that I had come here 43 years ago and the people have seen 
everybody. I have also seen the philosophy of all the parties. I 
know everyone. Maybe, you represent your thoughts in a better 
way, I am elected from Karnataka, my words may differ but my 
thoughts do no differ.

Grammar can go wrong, mistake can happen in placing full 
stop and coma but there won’t be any difference in my feeling 
or my saying.  Second thing, you talked about rural roads. I 
want to tell you that till the NDA rule, that is, till the year 2004. 
There was 51,511 kilometers of road and during the 10 years of 
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the UPA government the target reached 3,89,578 kilometers of 
roads reached in every village. Be it under the Prime Minister 
Rural Sadak Yojana, or the Rural Development Programme, 
seven times more roads than the previous government were 
made. On the other side you look at the health.

I am telling you this because these things have taken place, 
we could not propagate. Despite after doing so much of good 
work the assurance that we gave, for the future what was said, 
somebody said that go to Gujarat and see that model. Madam, 
in Gujarat and you too must be having UNDP report. I had 
seen it in the Times of India, Hindustan Times and all the 
other papers. Are you number one in regard to health, are you 
number one in regard to literacy are you number one in the 
unit per capita income, you are not! In which thing you are 
number one. In investment, Maharashtra is number one, not 
you. You may take anything, be it health, be it education, you 
are not number one in anything. But I have to believe that you 
are expert in talking, you are expert in sermonizing and that 
is why you got these marks.

I would talk about health that Rs. 7,248 crores were spent. 
But in the past ten years the UPA government spent Rs 36,322 
crores which means seven times. This was given to you, this 
went to your state, this went to your districts, this went to the 
district panchayats, it went to your panchayats.

About the Minorities  we had promised to take everybody 
along and for that we shall make all efforts. Paswan Sahib 
has given his assurance and it has also been referred in the 
President address. I would like to place figures before you 
that till the end of NDA period Rs. 4,000 crores were kept for 
the welfare of the minorities and the UPA government had 
kept Rs 66,500 crores. Rs 9,71,182 crores was kept for women 
empowerment, health and specially for the self help groups. At 
present there are 4,11,600 crores beneficiaries. This we had kept 
before the people and I am also keeping it before you because 
Rudi Saab has referred to this in his speech, therefore I had to 
mention about this. Otherwise I would not have mentioned 
about this I was going to tell you about other things.  I was 
telling you about what we did. At that time Rs 80,000 crores 
was given for Businessmen Credit Policies. At our time Rs 5 
lakh 27 crores was for small but big business. You had spent 
just Rs 10 thousand crores for education. In these ten years 
our expenditure was Rs 79,450 crores which means eight 
times more. This means that the amount of attention the UPA 
government paid towards education, the amount of money 
was given, maybe no one has paid that much attention towards 
this. Why this happened? Be it the Food Security Act or be it 
Right to Education, be it Right to information, be it the Land 
Acquisition Act, be it the Lokpal Bill, these were brought by 
us. But he only said this much about the Lokpal Bill. What will 
be done ahead and what all acts are there to stop corruption 

and what all steps have to be taken. In this regard nothing has 
been mentioned in the President’s address.

It is matter of concern Paswan Saheb must have read, 
Advani Saheb reads. This is the manifesto of Rajnathji. This 
manifesto was drafted under the presidentship of Dr Murli 
Manohar Joshiji in which you, Advani Saheb and all six seven 
people are the leading players. In that you have said that you 
shall remove untouchability from this country. You shall 
eliminate untouchability, you shall eradicate it. But this is not 
even mentioned in the President’s address. You did not say 
anything about it. In this country there are around 22 percent 
untouchable people living. What are you going to do for their 
interest, even a few lines were not mentioned about it in your 
President’s address.  I am telling about what is written in your 
manifesto. Why are you getting annoyed? I am just saying 
what is written in your manifesto.  Things that are there, in the 
President’s address. We had made one or two acts for disabled 
persons. We even introduced them in Parliament. After 
introduction we met all the floor leaders in Parliament, we met 
Jaitely Saheb, Smt. Sushma Swaraj other leaders like Mulayam 
Singhji, Communist leaders who were hesitating, we met them. 
Despite this the rehabilitation act for the disabled persons was 
lying on the House. It was not allowed to be introduced. You are 
talking about this, ok. But whatever things that we brought, we 
have told you about, they were in the interest of all the people, 
but due to some reason it was stopped after politicizing it. There 
are many such things. Prevention of atrocity, SC/ST acts. You 
have brought them in the shape of an ordinance. You will not 
get it passed in this session and I feel that you will take interest 
and get it passed in the subsequent session.  I believe that all 
these things we have been doing.

(Reg. Rajasthan Government trying to reform labour laws)

This was published in the papers, it remained in the headlines 
all the people must have seen it, may have read it. I am talking 
about that. That means, I am talking about your intention. 
The people that are there in your government, the news that 
come, if that was wrong, then say it was wrong, if was correct, 
then there is a problem in your intention. Thus, I would say 
that there are many such things in this President’s address, 
were the projects of the earlier government, have been said 
after presenting then in a different way. Many of them are no 
new thing. The AIBP scheme has been given a different name. 
One irrigation project is being brought and to be renounced 
in the name of prime minister. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit 
Programme is already there. Rajnath Singhji knows about it. 
He has handled that department before. Same has been said 
in different ways. There is drip irrigation, you have said about 
it in a different way. You have added new names in front and 
back of all good projects of the earlier government and you have 
placed them in your manifesto. There is nothing new in it. All 
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these things we have already done for the 
interest of the poor and are continuing 
to do. Whatever programmes that are in 
public interest, we shall support them. 
Our concept is to support. We shall try all 
our efforts to implement them. We shall 
make all our efforts that they come into 
implementation. This is our promise. 
Apart from this, the third thing is this, 
if you can come here and sit in 200 or 
300, then we too can transform from 44 
to 400 and sit here.  If you calculate our 
strength on the basis of 44, then it will 
not be correct. We have been voted by ten 
crore and 45 lakh people. Therefore, you 
should not feel arrogant. You just think 
when this arrogance will come down 
then you will feel hurt. All these things 
are being repacked in the name of Modi 
Saheb, be it is the industrial corridor, 
be it of the bullet train which was later 
withdrawn and now speaking about the 
speed train. Now, when will the Bullet 
train come? Altogether 65000 trains 
are there, improve them, it will be a big 
achievement, and what we did, go and 
ask the department. You have the files, 
take them out and see… thus, my saying is, that things that can 
be done, which are practical, which you can do, tell the people 
about it. Whatever is in the manifesto, you will say it once to the 
people, will this solve all the problems, and if you think it so, 
maybe the people will think about it and if this is a wrong step, 
then the people will never forgive you. Thus, it is my request 
to the government that you tell about only those things which 
you can fulfill in one year you have talked about ten years, you 
will give the report card after five years at the time of elections 
and again need ten years’ time to work, this means that you 
do not have a time-bound programme, but what are you going 
to do in 100 days, if you are saying so, then we shall see what 
you would do in the 100 days, what you shall do? Are you 
going to get Alladin’s lamp? We shall also be here, we shall see 
them and so also the people. At last I want to say that nothing 
new has been said in this. All programmes and priorities were 
already implemented by the UPA. So, there is no need to put 
the record straight. Modi only repackages what was being done 
by UPA. These four things I wanted to say. There is no new 
programme, there is no new scheme in it. The programmes of 
the UPA have been presented in a different way, you are trying 
to implement them. You propaganda about it is good. I have 
heard and have also read it in newspapers that if you have to 
market something, then you learn from the BJP. They do not 
do anything but their marketing is tremendous. The thing 
may have insects, it may have rotten things but its marketing 

should be good. Whatever work that has been done, it has 
not even been seen. Therefore, I want to say that marketing is 
just not enough, what is the reality of it, what are good things 
about it, what are the drawback and what is proper, we have 
to see them accordingly and work. Nothing will happen just 
by announcing, by marketing, or by advertisement. We shall 
talk about law and order later on, because it is happening in 
Pune, and is happening here and there, all these things will 
come before us.

I just want to say that we support this motion of thanks, but 
whatever they have said, they should follow there and whatever 
good work we have done maybe followed ahead. If you do not 
take them forward, then we shall do our work as an Opposition. 
Then, you don’t say that we are 44 and you are 300, you will 
suppress us. We are not going to be suppressed. This thing 
today is before you.

Madam, I do not wish to take more time of the House.

I would just like to say that the government should do good 
work. If there is any shortcoming, then we are there to tell 
you and the people, because our stand will be in favour of the 
people.

With these words I conclude my speech and I want to thank 
you for giving me time to speak. v
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Hon’ble Chairman, f irst  of  a l l  I  would l ike to 
congratulate this government which has come to 
power.  In addition  I also thank the leader of the 

House for shifting from here to the treasury bench. I would 
surely remember as to what he supported and opposed in his 
time.

I on my behalf and on the behalf of the party would like to tell 
you that the Congress Party is a responsible political party of 
this country and is one of the few old parties of the world. Today, 
we did not get enough majority or verdict, as our colleagues 
have received, but our ideals, our policies and our programmes 
were always for the people of India and shall continue to remain 
so under the leadership. Our leader and UPA Chairperson 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and under her leadership and the prime 
ministership of Dr. Manmohan Singh ji and whatever work we 
have done during the past ten years.  We are proud and we shall 
remain proud of them.

I would like to say that while remaining in the opposition, 
we would not oppose or criticize, we shall play the role of a 
constructive opposition. Whatever work the government does 
in favour of the country, or for the upliftment on whatever 
policies they implement for the poor, for the backward sections, 
for the minorities, for the SC/STs, for the farmers, laborers, for 
the women or make for the youth, our support and cooperation 
will always be with them, Yes, wherever there will be drawbacks, 
flaws and weaknesses appear, then we shall raise our voice both 
inside the House and outside the House  and we shall continue 
to place our view point in front of the public.

I am happy that we have gathered today to give thanks on the 
address of the Rashtrapati ji. I feel that the government is at 
an infant stage, I would not call it a childhood stage. There are 
many experienced people there, whether they were in power 
in the states and running the government or are still running 
the governments.   May be they had been in power during 

the NDA times. If this 
document is seen on this 
basis, then I am not clear 
whether I  shal l  speak 
in favour of it or speak 
against it, at present also 
I am thinking. Whether 
this contains anything 
new, that I may support.

If there is a need to copy, 
then also you have to 
have wisdom to copy. 
If you had to copy our 
p r o g r a m m e s ,  o f  o u r 
flagship programmes you 
have just touched the first 
name and left it, you have 
not moved ahead how you would follow it. Most of the things, 
the schemes and those programmes which have been referred, 
we had already implemented 90 percent of them, I shall speak 
about them one after the other. I am first generalizing about it.

You know my behavior, I have completed 33 year in both Lok 
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha and if you add another three years 
of the Vidhan Sabha, then this period will become about 35 
years. My behavior has never been that I may talk falsehood 
or speak so that I may hurt others, and the truth is that we 
have implemented all these programmes. This is why, maybe I 
said that this government is at an infant stage. The maximum 
infant mortality rate happens between the first week and after 
28 days of birth. At that time the infant child is very weak, he 
knows nothing, you are presently at that stage. You could have 
hired an intelligent person to copy our programmes, he could 
have placed those documents, if you had asked for more, he 
could have changed the English language. I am not that good 
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in English, but we have many good English speakers, good 
English writers and those who can speak well, they can make 
better translation in English than me.

Our friend Mukhtaar Abbas Naqvi said about the people’s 
verdict. You have got the verdict for which I give many, many 
compliments. But the verdict brings along with it many 
responsibilities. You have to bear the weight of this verdict, 
you have to have enough strength in your shoulders to bear 
this weight. You, with the verdict of 282 seats, are talking of 
reaching the sky.  We have earlier managed a verdict of 414 seats 
in the Lok Sabha. 282 seats is maybe a little more than 125 seats. 
Verdict, chair and money are few things which do not stay at 
one place they move about here and there. Therefore, anybody 
who has taken pride in a verdict, in facts and figures or money 
seriously then they are doomed. We should not take this to boost 
our ego.  We compliment you. By this verdict you may continue 
to work for the upliftment of the people, to eradicate poverty 
because you have talked of eradicating poverty, you shall work, 
then we also are with you and I would like to congraulate you 
for receiving this verdict.

I would like to start with the first page of your manifesto which 
says ‘Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat’. As a political student I would 
like to say that we have seen only one India (Bharat), I have not 
seen another India (Bharat). As far as the Congressmen think, 
they only know of one Bharat, which we also call Hindustan, we 
call it India and Bharat. Now, how a new Bharat has emerged 
within 15 days, I do not know. So far as you are talking about 
“Shresth Bharat”, I am sorry, there is nothing like Shresth Bharat 
in this document.

Ghulam Nabi Azad (Cont.): And ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’- 
this is just the translation of Inclusive development of Dr. 
Manmohan Singhji, it is a straight translation. We have strived 
to carry this inclusive development programme for the past ten 
years and you finished it off by simply translating it ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka-Vikas’. I still do not understand ‘minimum government, 
maximum governance’, maybe I have to sit in Parliament for 
another 50 years, if I have that much age, maybe I may come 
to understand. What I feel about minimum government 
is  that  a  person runs the 

government and he does all the work. This is my feeling and 
so also the feeling of my colleagues, I once again compliment 
you, you are very good. This system is there in many countries 
but this is not in our country. This system works in some 
places only. This system is only for some time thereafter it does 
not work.  I  have not made any comment. I simply want to 
understand the meaning of ‘Minimum government-maximum 
governance’.

Sir, I would like to elaborate more about ‘Shresht Bharat’. Shresht 
Bharat aur ek Bharat is perhaps Akhand Bharat which we are 
hearing since childhood, they are  perhaps talking about it. 
Maybe, this is another name for it. But let it be Akhand Bharat, 
let it be one Bharat, let it be shresht Bharat, we have worked 
for it. What all work we had done for it? We had made all the 
programmes, we had made 16 flagship programmes and did 
the job of implementing them.

Here the second issue is about poverty elimination. This is a 
good slogan. Till date, for the past 65 years our effort has been 
to eliminate poverty, the programme to bring down poverty but 
poverty has still not come down. You have said that poverty 
elimination will be contained in a few years. I feel the Congress 
and all my colleagues in the opposition would like to award you 
a gold medal. If you find success in this, then all of us in the 
opposition shall feel more happy than anyone. Others may not 
feel that much happiness more than us and we shall cooperate 
with you in achieving this. We had two ministries for tackling 
this. One was Rural Development Ministry and the other was 
Urban Development Ministry. We had included the work of 
employment generation. Last year we had allocated a budged 
of Rs. 42,000 crores for this work and under this had provided 
job cards to 13 crore 13 lakhs people. If maximum poverty 
alleviation has been done in which total social transformation 
took place, it was giving employment to 23% Scheduled Caste 
and 17% Scheduled tribes and 53% employment to women. This 
we call “steps towards poverty alleviation”, which ultimately 
moves towards elimination we had taken steps but I would like 
to ask in the language of Arnab.

The nation would like to know what policies and 
strategies the Government will 

p u r s u e  t o 
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achieve this ‘poverty elimination’ ? What is the timeframe set for 
it? And, most importantly, how will the resources be arranged 
for accomplishing this ambitious goal of poverty elimination? 
Third question that you raised was that the 2/3rd population of 
this country lives in rural areas, in villages. Both of our friends 
had mentioned that the government will improve the quality 
of villages. How will this be done? Alongwith Panchayati Raj 
they will make roads, will distribute electricity, will provide 
drinking water and shall reduce the distance between Rural 
and Urban Areas. For rural areas and cities you have ‘coined’ a 
new word  ‘Rurban’. You have made Urban and rural as rurban 
by providing urban amenities to rural areas. This you have told 
us, but I would like to tell you that 90% of these programmes we 
had already started. You talked about Panchayati Raj, then who 
brought the 73rd and the 74th Amendment, Shri Rajiv Gandhi. 
Who brought 33% reservation in Panchayati Raj, Rajiv Gandhi! 
50% reservation for women, which was one of the dream project 
of Smt. Sonia Gandhi we achieved that under the leadership 
of Dr. Manmohan Singhji. You have mentioned about PMGSY 
of taking the roads to the rural areas. In the first phase, we 
decided to make roads for all rural villages with a population 
of 1,000 people and in the second phase with villages with 500 
people and in the third phase we included village with 250 
people. In this way we have already done our work in villages 
with 1000 population, villages with 500 population and villages 
with 250 populations. During the NDA period, Rs. 9,000 crores 
was spent on this project. And only in the 5 years of UPA-II, I 
am comparing 5 years with 5 years we spent an amount of Rs 
56,000 crores.

Similarly, you talked about power and said that we would give 
power to the village, but already two big programmes are in 
the process of bringing power to villages, they are. The Rajiv 
Gandhi Gramin Vidyutikaran Project and the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Solar Mission. For your information I would like to tell 
you that under these programmes, more than one lakh village 
have been electrified, similarly, in 285 lakh villages the work 
of intensive electrification has taken place and in nearly 2 
crores BPL households we have already given free electricity. 
You are presently thinking over it but we had already started 
these programmes. You are far behind and there is a big gap. 
You are thinking whereas we were almost halfway though this 
programme. These programmes have been launched. The 
villages are being electrified. It is not that one or two villages 
or one lakh villages have been electrified. Two hundred eighty 
five lakh villages have already been intensively electrified and 
free electricity connection has been given to two crore BPL 
families. Thus, I was saying that you are far behind. You are just 
thinking whereas we have done it and therefore our aim was 
on power generation for these projects. Under the leadership 
of Dr. Manmohan Singhji power production was the focused 

area of our government.

And I want to tell you that during the past nine years of the 
UPA, the amount of electricity that was generated was never 
generated during the past 65 years and just in one year, the 
electricity that was commissioned last year, 20.5 thousand 
Megawatt power production was done in just one year. We never 
kept ourselves limited to hydel projects and thermal projects, 
but we went ahead in producing electricity through solar, wind 
and nuclear, today we have already achieved the multi-pronged 
strategy for you, with all the resources, whatever avenues 
possible from everywhere, from sun rays to the underground 
coal, these programmes we have already developed and you 
have a way ahead for it.

You said, you will make roads. Roads are already there in the 
villages. We wade programmes to join every village by roads. 
This programme presently is in process to join all the villages 
by road. For education we opened schools in every village under 
the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan. Around 60 lakh schools have been 
started in villages and presently around 4.5 lakh primary school 
buildings have been built under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 
We have built around 5.5 lakh toilets. The villages have been 
provided 7 lakh teachers under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
from government of India. You are thinking of providing 
education programme in villages, you will make programme 
for power generation, you will make programme for building 
roads, all these programmes we have implemented on a large 
scale during the past ten years and moved ahead. You said that 
you will provide health services. For health services, National 
Rural Health Mission was the world’s largest programme. Asha 
is one of the unique programmes in this National Rural Health 
Mission. There are around 6.5 lakh villages in our country, 
but we have not kept you limited upto 6.5 lakh villages, we 
have also appointed Asha in other hamlets close to villages 
and they are paid by the central government, they are given 
training from here, they are provided medicines from here, 
they are provided travel kits from here and they have two big 
jobs to do, to take care of pregnant women, from the day she 
gets pregnant till the day of her delivery, the medicines for that 
period are provided from here, their care, their meeting with 
the doctor, to get their tests done, to take her to hospital and 
get her delivery done and thereafter according to the Health 
Mission Scheme of the Government of India, when she goes 
back home they are given Rs 1400 for child’s milk and for to 
and fro free transport, 22 thousand ambulances were given to 
the states from the Health Ministry.

You have just seen the Mother-Child training system, you 
must have seen that the mortality rate of young children used 
to be maximum in our country, we were very much disgraced. 
Inoculation, whether it was applied on not, 60 vaccinations 
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have to be given for preventions, and which were not given.  
Figures were sent from the state governments that we have given 
so many crore vaccination. We had created the Mother-Child 
tracking system. 

So, this you do not know, (to Shri Venkaiah Naidu) but let others 
listen about this programme. When I was on that side, then I 
used to request the Chairman to let me speak so that people 
may come to know about this programme. If you had heard it 
at that time, then you would have thought it right.

As far as agriculture is mentioned here, in this document it 
is written about pricing, procurement of agriculture produce, 
crop insurance and post invest management. I feel like 
complimenting Shri Sharad Pawarji, who was in the UPA 
government for the past ten years as the Agriculture minister. 
Here we are debating on farmers, who are the pride of our 
country. Farmers are not of any party they are of every one. 
They are the backbone of our country, on the basis of which 
125 crore people of this country are being fed. Would like to 
salute my farmers. It is for that reason at the time of UPA-I we 
had waived off loans of farmers worth thousands of crores so 
that our farmers could have a feel  a sense of respite. After that 
the minimum support price, which is always a lurking fear in 
their minds, I feel that during the past ten years, the amount of 
minimum support price which the UPA government had given, 
was never given before. The minimum support price of Barley 
was raised from Rs 630 per quintal to Rs 1400 per quintal. 
Similarly, is the case of paddy, since 2005 to 2012-13 the MSP 
was raised from Rs 550 per quintal to Rs 1300 per quintal. This 
is the reason we had record production of foodgrains and we 
made a new record. In the year 2012-13 we had a production 
of 257 million tons food grains, which was a record. Now, we 
would like to see how much foodgrains are produced during 
the time of this government. For that we would like to give our 
good wishes. There was a record export of foodgrains during 
the time of our UPA government.

Similarly, you have mentioned about horticulture. We are happy 
to say that India is the second-largest producer of fruits; and 
second largest producer of vegetables after China.

You have mentioned about animal husbandry in the President’s 
Address. I would just like to tell you this that our Agriculture 
Minister had special interest towards animal husbandry and this 
is the reason that India produces maximum milk in the world. 
We have presently become the No. 1 milk producing country. 
Similarly, we are second country in the world for producing 
fisheries products. You have mentioned about processing 
Industries in your address. I would like to inform the House 
that we with the help of the state governments launched the 
first National Mission for Food Processing and you are just 
thinking over it, but we had already incentivized    the first 

National Mission. If you shall continue with it, it will be good 
for our country.

This document talks about higher education. Mukhtar 
Abbas Sahib and our friend seconded it, he too has stressed 
towards this that there should be more IITs and AIIMS. For 
your information I would like to tell you that we had paid 
more attention towards education and higher education. In 
comparison to the 10th Five Year Plan, we had increased the 
budget nine-fold in the 11th Five Year Plan in comparison to 
the 10th Five Year Plan for education. As far as the question 
of IITs and AIIMS, in the past ten years we had increased 
Central Universities from 17 to 44, first there were 17 Central 
Universities in 2004, today there are 44 Central Universities, 
while there were six AIIMS earlier, today they are more than 
double, that is there are 13 AIIMS. Thus we have made Central 
Universities, IIMs, IITs in the past fifty years, but here I would 
like to mention a word of caution that whatever we have made, 
it most of all requires faculties. Thus, this government will have 
to pay attention towards faculties.  Rather than construction 
of buildings, I feel that this should not be the priority of the 
present government.

Sir, Similarly, there is a mention about skilled development 
mission, I would like to tell honorable Members regarding 
National Skill Development about which we are talking, we 
have already made National Skill Development Mission which 
includes 1600 new IITs, polytechnics, ten thousand vocational 
education schools, five thousand skill development centers are 
in various stages of implementation. So, my dear friends, you are 
only thinking about it. But we were in a much advanced stage. 

(On being asked where are they)

You will find them when you will go to the ground level. You 
have written a few things about health care. I am happy that the 
Health Minister had been the Health Minister of Delhi, who 
has keen interest on this issue and who has vast experience and 
I fully believe that the health programmes and projects that we 
started during the past ten years, you will continue with those 
programmes. New health policies has been mentioned. You 
have mentioned about the role of National Health Insurance 
Mission, you have talked about promoting yoga for long life, I 
feel that the amount of work done in the field of health, maybe 
such work has ever been done in any other department in the 
last ten years. Around 54 thousand District hospitals, primary 
health Centres and sub-centres were created. Similarly, efforts 
have been made for the first time, you have mentioned about the 
Universal Health coverage, for your information I want to say 
that the Universal Health Coverage is already in existence for 
the past two years in a phased manner and this was also there in 
our election manifesto which said that this will be implemented 
across the country. We had made incentive programmes by the 
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Health Ministry, that whosever state opts for this programme 
will be given specified incentive, about which I do not want to 
elaborate. Till date around seven or eight states have already 
started giving free medicines and this is already in the process 
in a phased manner.

We had started free treatment for the children from birth till 
18 years of age. And for that we have already made team of 
doctors and lakhs of children have already received treatment. 
Our friends say, where are they on this earth? So, I would like to 
tell that screening has already been done for lakhs of children. 
Our attention has been more towards long-life. Mainstreaming 
of long-life was done by the UPA government, co-location 
of long-life was done by this government. We had also taken 
interest on yoga.

Mr. Speaker Sir, we had given special attention to AIIMS-like 
institutions that we have AIIMS-like institutes in every state. I 
am happy that in the past three years we had constructed six new 
AIIMS institutes; they were also inaugurated and were started. 
Also with it we had acquired 300 acres land near the airport in 
Delhi, in which the second campus of the New Delhi AIIMS 
will be built. In a record period of six months the construction 
of the OPD was done and which was operational for the past 
two year. In the same premises the then Prime Minister placed 
the foundation stone for the Rs. 2,000 crore National Institute 
for cancer in January, 2014, for which I am happy. Sir, here 
nothing has been mentioned about Cancer. In the past 65 years 
there was only one cancer institute with the Health Ministry-
Chittaranjan National Institute of Cancer, Kolkata. I want to 
thank our former prime minister that when I had got after him 
for the past few years that cancer was spreading throughout 
the world, then he sanctioned 71 new cancer institutes and 
centres last year, in which 20 are state-level cancer institute’s 
while others are regional-level cancer institutes. These will be 
located from states to the hills and these are at various stages 
of implementation and all big states have got two, three or four, 
while other have got one each and one each regional institutes. 
We had done the work of upgrading medical colleges, first we 
had upgraded 19 and now we had upgraded 29 more.

Chairman Sir, this address mentions about human resources, 
it is most practical that attention has to be paid towards 
human resources and I feel attention will be paid towards it. 
Arun Jaitelyji very well knows that there was a big lacuna in 
the past three years in medical education, which we all talked 
about, both from the Congress government and from the BJP, 
people from both parties said that enough doctors were not 
there, but nobody wanted to find a remedy, did nothing to 
solve this. We changed the rules of the Medical Council Act 
three years ago. I do not want to go into the details of those 
rules but the benefit that we got out of it was that in those four 

years 55 percent seats increased in the MBBS and nearly 80 
percent of PG seats increased. This is a record in 65 years and 
it will continue to rise this year, because we have made these 
institutes. Sir, the Health Minister is here, but I would like to 
request the leader of the House that our maximum attention 
should be towards producing human resources. Just as I said 
that we have already upgraded 19 medical colleges, which will 
have all those facilities, which are there in the institutes and 
this year again we upgraded 39, which makes it 50, but where 
are the human resources? But today I was shocked to read in 
today’s Hindustan Times’ of a news of the Medical Council of 
India. While the government is saying that we shall produce 
human resources, but it said that 16,000 seats will be reduced. 
In the past four years I had increased MBBS seats from 32,000 
to 50,000.

They have said that they will reduce 16,000 seats. This in a 
matter of concern. I would like to request the Honorable Leader 
of the House that if this happens this will be your programme, 
our programme, and the programme of the country. health 
programme is not our personal programme, it is a programme 
of all of us and if this happens then this programme will remain 
as it is. Here you have talked about thinking about SC/ST  this 
is a good thing. I had already said whatever programmes we 
had for the employment of SC/ST, through different schemes, 
of rural development, in them 23 percent employments were 
generated for the SCs, 17 percent for the STs and 52 percent 
for the women. The Forest Right Act that we brought for the 
Scheduled Tribes, it gave lot of benefit to the tribal’s and 13 
lakh Adivasis have already been given their Right papers. This 
work we had started earlier. Here, you have mentioned about 
the electrification of Adivasis and tribal hamlets. I had already 
stated about how many BPL families and how many villages 
had been electrified.

At last, I would like to talk about minorities. You have made 
lot of stress on minorities and attention will be given to them. 
This feeling is like music to my ears. The BJP is talking about 
a programme for the minorities. We were waiting to hear this 
for the past 66 years. Not only my ears but the ears of all the 
minority people from this side were waiting to hear this. I do 
not feel that getting 282 seats is a big revolution, the biggest 
revolution is the ‘para’ about minorities. Sir, there is a couplet 
of Ghalib. Should I believe on it or not, he had said so-

“Yeh na thee hamari Kismat,
Ki Visaal e-yaar hota,
Agar aur jeete rehate,

Yahi entezar hota,

The punch is in this line: 
“Tere wade par jiye ham to yeh jaan jhooth jana,

Ki Khushi se mar na jate, agar aitbaar hota”.
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from the eyes of the cartoonist

Courtesy: The hindu

Till now we were hearing about appeasement policies  during the 
time of Indira Gandhi and at Rajiv Gandhi’s time. Sir, I am very 
fortunate that I was a Minister in Indira Gandhi’s government 
and from Rajiv Gandhi till date I remained a Minister. Whenever 
we made a programme for the minorities, the very second day 
it was said to be appeasement of minorities. On this too, many 
of your governments. Your number had increased many times 
due to appeasement. Is this like the teeth of an elephant, for 
eating it is different and to show they are different? Today, 
you have come to power, then something has to be said, when 
you are saying about all others then say something about him 
too. Maybe this is what Ghalib meant “Khushi se Mar na Jate, 
agar etbaar hota”. Be they be CPM, CPI, be they be DMK, or 
BSP, or Samajwadi, be it Congress, be it JDU, they would have 
died of happiness if they had trust that you had change of 
heart. If this has really taken place then I on behalf of all the 
opposition would like to thank you, better late than never, at 
last you are on the right track. The integral India which we talk 
about, what is that integral India? The undivided India, which 
you have started talking from this year, Hindu of this country 
is undivided India, Muslim of this country is the undivided 
India, Sikh of this country is undivided India, Christian of this 
country is undivided India, the Jain community, whom we had 
given reservation recently, is the undivided India, the Buddhist 
community, the Parsi community  this is all undivided India. 
You just say, but we take you along.

If you take all these people along, then it will be nice, just by 
saying India will not become undivided India, you have to 
implement upon it. Therefore, I just want to request that you 
have come on the right track, maybe a little late but you are 
on the right track. Alongwith this the need of the minorities 
today, my brother Mukhtaar Abbas Naqvi has said that it will 
not be enough to talk about minorities 
by mentioning about caps and Beards. 
You have received so much. Then who 
gave you employment? “Who has lived 
to see the results, only God knows, but 
the thing which the minorities need 
today is the guarantee for their life and 
properties, which this government has 
to give. This is the top  most priority, 
if we have to progress ahead and see 
development.

Here you have mentioned about 
women, it’s a good thing. They will 
be given 33 percent reservation. I 
know that our Bill was torn in the Lok 
Sabha, this happened here too. We 
had majority in the Rajya Sabha. We 

had passed that Bill from here. Now, you have majority in the 
Lok Sabha and it is upto you to pass it in the Lok Sabha. If you 
fulfill this dream of ours, then we shall feel happy that our sister, 
our sister-in-laws would get justice. Here, I would not like to 
talk about defence, foreign affairs, commerce and industry, 
because most of my time my interest was in the social sector. 
My very intellectual colleagues, sitting behind me, sitting on my 
left our Deputy Leader and all those sitting behind me are all 
intellectuals and they have interest in foreign affairs, industries, 
commerce, defence, but I would like to add one of our very old 
demand “one rank, one pension” was implemented by the UPA 
government in the leadership of the  Defence Minister. 

It is already implemented. The Defence Minister is there and 
implementation has started, I stand corrected.

(Shri A.K. Antony: The work is going on. The order has been 
issued.)

Yes, the order has been issued. I would like to answer to your 
proposer at the last. Unity of India, integrity and the defence 
of our borders is very important for all of us. We are tackling 
this for the past 20 years in Kashmir. You have said that you 
shall never talk with other nations with your bowed head, you 
shall talk straight into his eyes. This is a good thing, but you 
started the welcome by lying down. There are many things. 
There was one thing during elections, after election it is a 
different thing. I hope the transfer of gifts will come to an 
end and substantive talks take place and the relations with 
our neighbours, will improve because only then there will be 
progress and development in our country, there will be peace 
in the sub-continent, with these words, I am happy that I was 
given a chance to speak for which I give very many thanks. v

Excerpts from the speech delivered in Parliament in hindi.



Congress sandesh | 18 |  June 2014

AnAlysis

It is easy to deal with victory. But it is only the strong and the 
invincible who can deal with defeat. As we all know victory 
has a hundred fathers and as rightly stated by John F. Kennedy 

“defeat is an orphan”.

It is in this context that we must view our poor showing in the recent 
elections to the Lok Sabha. Mrs. Gandhi has very wisely stated 
that our party is confronted with a very serious challenge. She has 
asked us to continue to be active in our respective constituencies 
and in the Party. We need to, as she rightly pointed out, regain the 
trust of the people. The journey may be long and tiring, but can be 
undertaken with hard-work and dedication. That alone will help 
us overcome adversity and ultimately succeed. Much work needs 
to be done. That is the message of Mrs. Gandhi. 

The Congress emerging from the national movement provided 
the nation with a political platform that was progressive and 
egalitarian. Stalwarts who brought us independence started the 
process of fulfilling a dream for a strong, independent, secular and 
self-confident nation.

As renowned scholars Francis Robinson and Paul R. Brass point 
out, the Congress constituted one of the few political organizations 
in the annals of decolonialization to “make the transition from 
being sole representative of the nationalist cause to being just one 
element of a competitive party system.”

Jawaharlal Nehru aptly summed up the meaning of Congress party 
when he said, “It is not some select band of people but an organized 
strength of the masses”.

The Congress Party has, by any standards, remarkable political 
accomplishments to its credit. As the Indian National Congress, 
itfashioned the future of a nation out of an extraordinarily 
heterogeneous ensemble of people to Independence from colonial 
rule. The Party has played an important role in establishing the 
foundations of perhaps the most durable, vibrant political system 
in the democratic world. 

The Congress has always bounced back with more vigor, after 

nO nEED TO DEsPAIR

a hiatus, when it was away from 
governance. The electoral history 
in India suggests Congress has 
always bounced back to power after 
suffering a bad defeat. The following 
facts would make it clear.  

•	 After	the	debacle	of	the	Congress	
in some states during the 1967 
assembly elections, it bounced 
back in 1971 and registered an 
impressive victory winning 352 
seats with 44% votes in the fifth 
Lok Sabha.

•	 In	 1969,	 the	 party	 split	 and	
Morarji Desai and K. Kamaraj formed the Indian National 
Congress (Organisation) or informally the old Congress. In the 
1971 general election, the INC (O) won about 10% of the vote 
and 16 Lok Sabha seats, against 44% of the vote and 352 seats 
for Indira’s Congress.

•	 The	Congress	faced	the	first	challenge	at	the	national	level	during	
the 1977 Lok Sabha elections when it polled only 34% votes and 
managed to win only 154 seats because of public ire against the 
imposition of Emergency. This resulted in the formation of the 
first non-Congress government. The Janata party alliance won 
298 seats and Morarji Desai became the Prime Minister. But 
Congress again registered a thumping victory during the 1980 
Lok Sabha elections winning 353 seats with 43% voteshare.

•	 The	1989	Lok	Sabha	elections,	in	which	the	V.P.	Singh-led	Jan	
Morcha posed a serious challenge, was another setback for the 
Congress. The Congress Party secured 197 seats. The opposition 
parties together formed a minority government under V. P. 
Singh. The National Front was able to secure the first minority 
government since Independence, with the help of the Left Parties 
and BJP. However, the 1991 Lok Sabha witnessed the formation 
of a Congress government; it won 244 seats and polled 35.6% 
votes as opposed to BJP’s 120 seats with a 20.04 vote share. 

Kapil sibal
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•	 From	1996	onwards,	Congress	went	through	the	longest	stretch	
of being out of power. The party was again pronounced dead in 
1999 when it won 114 Lok Sabha seats. However by 2004, the 
Congress reversed its decline and returned to power for two 
consecutive terms until 2014. 

The recent general elections to the Lok Sabha in 2014 saw the 
Congress being decimated with only 44 of its members in the Lok 
Sabha. Its tally along with its alliance parties (UPA) is 58. The vote 
share of the Congress is a meagre 19.3% whereas the opposition 
BJP received 31% of the popular mandate. But for the first time in 
Independent India, the BJP on its own has won a majority of seats. 
In the last 30 years, no political party had won an absolute mandate. 
In 1984, the Congress received an even more robust mandate, but 
lost it by 1989. But no party in opposition since Independence has 
received an absolute majority until now. 

Although this time Congress has sunk to a historic new low in 
terms of parliamentary seats, the party has still managed a 19.3% 
vote share. Even in circumstances which could not have been more 
unfavourable, the party held onto a dedicated “vote bank”. This 
committed vote has declined sharply and is by no means permanent.

Another point to note is that governance in India is shifting away 
from Delhi and toward its state capitals. Notwithstanding its 
parliamentary electoral debacle, Congress and Congress along 
with its coalition partners rule 12 of India’s 29 states. It is a fact that 
many of these states are small, but taken together they constitute a 
substantial bloc of federal power.

The defeat of the Congress Party is without doubt, extremely 
demoralising. The reasons for our poor performance are complex 
and will be addressed by our Party leadership. We need to re-
dedicate ourselves to serve the people for that alone will bear fruit. 
We need to recognise our short-comings. We need to address factors 
in a changing world that we might not have addressed in the last 10 
years, during which the Congress delivered for the people. 

Our government made path-breaking changes not only in the way 
we governed, but also helped millions seeped in poverty better their 
lives. Unfortunately, we couldnot reach out to the people to inform 
them about our achievements.

It is time we take a leaf out of Rajiv Gandhi’s blue-print for the 
Congress party. He had observed, “The Congress, as the party which 
won freedom and built up Independent India through non-violence, 
must continue to work for the larger acceptance of non-violence 
within the country and in the international community.The work of 
improving the quality of life of our people, of safeguarding Indian 
unity and communal harmony and of strengthening peace and 
cooperation the world over will keep the Congress busy for years”. 
This should be our agenda in the times to come. 

In the 21st century, the role of the electronic and social media is 
central to any election campaign. We need to use these two mediums 
far more effectively. We have realised that election has more to do 
with perception than reality and that perceptions are built through 
electronic and social media platforms that provide the most effective 

outreach for targeted voters. Electoral campaigns are strategized 
and have become an art where advertising and brand building is 
central to any success story. We need, as a Party, to analyse this and 
should use these mediums effectively in the future. 

There is no need to despair. Democracy, which we embraced, gives 
opportunities. In our loss, we should seize the opportunity to rise 
again. But there is no substitute to commitment and hard-work. We 
need to reinvent ourselves by passionately catering to the needs of 
millions, who are poor and marginalized. We need to understand 
theaspirations of Young India, energized by the opportunities that 
a market economy offers. We need to understand the importance of 
economic growth as a pre-condition for inclusive growth. Inclusion 
is the consequence of investments made to up-lift millions out of 
poverty. The poor and the marginalized want equal opportunities, 
which can only be provided by a political party that seeks to 
embrace the complexity of India. The pyrrhic victory of the BJP 
should awaken us and not demoralise us. 

The 2004 election manifesto of the Congress party is relevant even 
today as we confront the challenges ahead. The manifesto captured 
the Party’s vision in the following paragraphs :

“We should remember that managing a nation is both about 
leadership and values. The strength of the Congress party, and 
its ability to create a new future for Indians both rich and poor, 
young and old, urban and rural, and for its men and women, lies 
in the extraordinary qualities of both its leaders and the values 
that it espouses.

Our leaders had the ability to see the future. Whether it was 
Jawaharlal Nehru, who had a vision of an Independent India or 
Rajiv Gandhi who had a dream of a 21st century India, this is a 
party that has always had leaders with ability to see the future. 
Their greatness lay in the fact that, beyond merely crafting a 
vision, each of these leaders had the ability to manage the process 
of driving the country so that it was able to translate their vision 
into a shared reality.

Today every Indian can say with pride that the India we are living 
in today is the result of the realized dreams of a host of great 
Congress leaders, who created modern India over the last 66 years 
of independence. The vision of a 21st century where a powerful 
and prosperous, peaceful and progressive united India, will be 
among the great global powers, is what should drive the Congress 
Party even today.”

The Congress is not just a political party. It is an institution without 
which India can never be the same again. India needs the Congress 
Party. It needs a Party which voices the aspirations of all sections 
of society. India needs the Congress party for it assimilates all hues 
and colours that make this great nation. 

We need a secular and prosperous India and in our journey ahead, 
the Indian National Congress is destined to play a pivotal role.  v

The author is a Senior Congress leader and  
a former Union Minister.
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The Nehru era ended half-a-
century ago, bringing to a 
close the age of innocence 

and excitement marked by the 
epic struggle for freedom’s tryst 
with destiny and the first phase 
of independent India’s efforts to 
redeem that pledge.  And yet, the 
strong roots sent down by the 
founders of the Indian nation have 
ensured that we just concluded our 
sixteenth general election with an 
electorate of over 800 million of 
whom a staggering 64 per cent 
cast their votes. And yet again, 
power has been transferred without 
any hiccups or hesitation from 
the outgoing government to the 
incoming one.

Indeed it is a measure of its 
success that we forget to notice 
how remarkable this achievement 
is, and celebrate it, for we are so 
used to taking it for granted. But 
we only have to look around us 
in South Asia, at Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives, 
Myanmar, and at South-East Asia, and East Asia, and  West 
Asia and Africa, to see how exceptional it is. Scholars sometimes 
quibble over whether it is a formal or substantive democracy, 
forgetting that the very survival of democracy is an achievement.

We owe this undoubtedly to the millions who fought the battle 
for freedom from autocratic and undemocratic colonial state and 
the feudal and monarchical princely states to set up a republic in 
which they would be citizens and not subjects any more. They 
were led by a galaxy of leaders of such exceptional ability that it is 
indeed unfair to single out any one. And yet, the name of Jawaharlal 
Nehru cannot but be singled out since destiny chose him as the 

A tribute to Pt. Jawaharlal nehru on his 50th Death Anniversary

InDIAn DEmOCRACy:  
DEBT TO JAwAhARLAL nEhRu

one who shouldered the major part 
of the task of building and shaping 
democratic institutions and 
democratic habits and democratic 
culture in the newly independent 
India. Mahatma Gandhi was 
removed within six months of 
independence by the cruel hands 
of an assassin.  Sardar Patel, who 
had stood firmly by Nehru’s 
side in steering the republican 
Constitution to its goalpost 
through many winding paths, 
and had unhesitatingly cracked 
down on the forces responsible 
for the Mahatma’s murder banning 
the RSS and sending 25,000 RSS 
workers to jail had also died by 
1951.   So it was left to Nehru as 
the first Prime Minister and pre-
eminent leader to nurture the 
infant of Indian democracy and 
bring it to maturity.

For Nehru, democracy and civil 
liberties were absolute values, 

ends in themselves, and not merely a means for bringing about 
economic and  social development. There was in him what his 
biographer S. Gopal has called “a granite core of intellectual and 
moral commitment to democratic values”. “I would not,” Nehru 
said, “give up the democratic system for anything.”

Nehru was a firm believer in freedom of thought and expression, 
and particularly freedom of the press. He believed that even 
the demands of public safety should not normally encroach on 
these freedoms. During the days of the freedom struggle, he had 
founded the Civil Liberties Union. It was he who took up and 
popularised the demand for a Constituent Assembly to draft India’s 
Constitution since 1935-36. He was also the main campaigner 

RememBeRing nehRuji
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for the Congress in the 1937 
elections.

H i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
parliamentary democracy 
is shown by the seriousness 
with which he treated the 
business of elections. He 
did not use the excuse of the 
partition of the country and 
the consequent communal 
violence and influx of refugees 
to postpone elections. On the 
contrary, he was impatient 
to go to the people and was 
unhappy that the elections 
could not be held earlier. 
He converted the  election 
campaign into a referendum 
on ‘the  idea  of  India’, 
challenging the communal 
forces responsible for the 
Mahatma’s assassination 
who had been demanding 
a Hindu Rashtra.

In the election campaign for 
the first General Elections 
of 1951-52, Nehru travelled 
some 25,000 miles and 
addressed in all about 35 
million people or a tenth of India’s population. The following 
extract from a letter he wrote to Lady Mountbatten on December 
3, 1951 shows how much he enjoyed this hard work:

Wherever I have been, vast multitudes gather at my meetings and 
I love to compare them, their faces, their dresses, their reactions 
to me and what I say. Scenes from past history of that very part of 
India rise up before me and my mind becomes a picture gallery of 
past events. But, more than the past, the present fills my mind 
and I try to probe into the minds and hearts of these multitudes. 
Having long been imprisoned in the Secretariat of Delhi, I rather 
enjoy these fresh contacts with the Indian people. It all becomes 
an exciting adventure....

In the first general elections, over a million officials were involved. 
One hundred and seventy three million voters were registered 
through a house-to-house survey. Three-quarters of those eligible 
were illiterate. Elections were spread out over six months, from 
October 1951 to March 1952, and candidates of 77 political parties, 
apart from some independents, contested in 3772 constituencies. 
All observers, Indian and foreign, were agreed that it was fair.

The Manchester Guardian wrote on February 2, 1952:

The Working Committee of the Indian National Congress can draw 
pleasure from the extra-ordinary demonstration which India has 
given. If ever a country took a leap in the dark towards democracy 

it was India. Contemplating 
these facts, the Congress 
Working Committee may 
purr with satisfaction.

It is a measure of his faith 
in the wisdom of the people 
that the communal forces 
were badly beaten, securing 
only around six per cent of 
the vote and 10 out of a total 
of 489 seats as against the 
Congress’ tally of 364 seats. 
And this barely four years 
after the partition in which 
an estimated 600,000 people 
lost their lives in communal 
violence and another six 
million were displaced from 
their homes.

In Nehru’s understanding, 
democracy was necessary 
for keeping India united as 
a nation. Given its diversity, 
and differences, it could 
only be held together by a 
non-violent, democratic way 
of life, and not by force or 
coercion. Only a democratic 
structure which gave space 

to various cultural, political, and socio-economic trends to express 
themselves could hold India together. “This is too large a country 
with too many legitimate diversities to permit any so-called ‘strong 
man’ to trample over people and their ideas.”

Nehru through his actions helped root parliamentary democracy in 
India. Even though he enjoyed tremendous popularity and power, 
he did not fall prey to plebiscitary democracy or populism, but 
strengthened representative institutions. He used his popularity to 
push for civil liberties and democratic culture. He played a major 
role in framing a democratic Constitution with civil liberties and 
adult franchise.

He treated Parliament with great respect and was often seen sitting 
patiently through long and often boring debates as an example to 
his colleagues and young parliamentarians. He spoke frequently 
in Parliament, and used it as a forum to reach his ideas and views 
to the people of the country. Despite the majority enjoyed by the 
Congress party, he ensured that Parliament reflected the will of the 
entire people, and a very large number of non-official bills were 
passed during his tenure, a practice that has declined since. Even 
when he was quite ill during the last few months of his life, he did 
not miss any session and would even insist on rising to his feet 
whenever he had to speak to maintain the decorum of the House.

He helped institutionalise the Cabinet system of government, a 
crucial part of parliamentary democracy, by resisting the tendency 
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among his Cabinet colleagues to 
leave all policy-making to him.

He said democracy is something 
deeper than voting, elections or 
a political form of government: 
“In the ultimate analysis, it is a 
manner of thinking, a manner 
of action, a manner of behaviour 
to your neighbour and to your 
adversary and opponent.” A 
quote from a letter Nehru 
wrote to Bidhan Chandra Roy, 
Chief Minister of Bengal, on 
December 25, 1949, shows his 
understanding of how to work 
in a democracy:

It is not good enough to work 
for the people, the only way is 
to work with the people and go 
ahead, and to give them a sense 
of working for themselves.

Nehru understood that at the 
heart of democracy lay a respect 
for difference of opinion, for 
opposition. He said on June 2 
1950:

I am not afraid of the opposition in this country and I do not mind 
if opposition groups grow up on the basis of some theory, practice 
or constructive theme. I do not want India to be a country in which 
millions of people say “yes” to one man, I want a strong opposition.

He opposed the banning of the Communist Party even though he 
was against their policy of sabotage and violence. He wanted that 
they should be countered by normal legal processes, and urged 
Chief Ministers to respect civil liberties.

When the Congress lost a by-election in Calcutta, Nehru wrote 
to N.R. Sarkar, acting Chief Minister of Bengal, on July 2, 1949: 

“We as a government, whether at the Centre or in the Provinces, 
have no desire to continue governing people who do not want us. 
Ultimately, people should have the type of government they want, 
whether it is good or bad.”

The forms of limited representative government which the British 
had granted lacked substance and life. Nehru transformed them into 
vibrant institutions. The experience of other ex-colonial countries 
where the first generation of nationalist leaders concentrated over 
time all power in their own hands, or were succeeded by military 
rulers, throws into sharp relief Nehru’s achievement. The success 
of parliamentary democracy in India, which we tend to take for 
granted, was the exception and not the rule in newly independent 
nations. He chided Nkrumah, the leader of Ghana, for promoting 
a personality cult by asking him on his first meeting: “What the 
hell do you mean by putting your head on a stamp?”

Nehru, to his credit, did not 
permit his enormous personal 
position to be institutionalised; 
on the contrary, he showed great 
deference to institutions such as 
Parliament, the judiciary (even 
when he disagreed), the Cabinet, 
the party.

He constantly educated the 
people during his continuous 
travels about the value of adult 
suffrage and their duty to 
discharge their right to vote with 
responsibility. His tremendous 
faith, a Gandhian legacy no 
doubt, in the capacity of the poor, 
unlettered people to understand 
issues and exercise reasoned 
choices was at the heart of his 
democratic convictions.

To quote S. Gopal,

Achieved against daunting 
odds, democracy in India adult 
suffrage, a sovereign Parliament, 
a free press, an independent 
judiciary is Nehru’s most lasting 

monument. v

(Prof Mridula Mukherjee is a Professor of Modern Indian History, 
Centre for Historical Studies, and Dean, School of Social Science, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She was earlier the Director, 
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Teen Murti Bhawan, New Delhi.
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w.C.  BOnnERJEE (BOmBAy-1885)
Aims and objects of the 
Congress 
And not it seemed a fitting occasion for 
answering a question hat had continually 
been asked in the world outside during 
the past few weeks viz. what the objects 
and aims of this great National Congress 
really were. He would not pretend to reply 
to this question exhaustively. The ensuing 
proceedings would, he believed, do this 
more effectively than any single speaker 
could hope to do but he might say briefly that the objects of the 
Congress could for the most part be classed under the following 
heads: 

a) The promotion of personal intimacy and friendship 
amongst all the more earnest workers in our country’s cause 
in the different parts of the country. 

b) The eradication, by direct friendly personal intercourse, 
of all  possible race, creed, or provincial prejudices amongst 
all lovers of  our country, and the fuller development and 
consolidation of those  sentiments of national unity that had 
their origin in their beloved  Lord Ripon’s ever memorable 
reign. 

c) The authoritative records, after this had been carefully 
elicited, by the fullest discussion of the matured opinion of the 
educated classes in India on some of the more important and 
pressing of the social questions of the day. 

d) The determination of the lines upon, and methods by 
which, during the next twelve months, it is desirable for native 
politicians to labour in the public interest. 

Surely there was nothing in these objects to which any sensible and 
unprejudiced man could possibly take exception, and yet on more 
that on one occasion remarks had been made by gentlemen, who 
should have been wiser, condemning the proposed Congress as if 

it were a nest of conspirators and disloyalists. Let him say once for 
all, and in this he knew well after the long informal discussion that 
they had all amongst themselves on the previous day, the he was 
only expressing the sentiments of every gentleman present, that 
there were no more thoroughly loyal and consistent well-wishers of 
the British Government than were himself and the friends around 
him. In meeting to discuss in an orderly and peaceable manner 
questions of vital importance affecting their well-being, they were 
following the only course by which the Constitution of England 
enabled them to represent their views to the ruining authority. 
Much had been done by Great Britain for the benefit of India, and 
the whole country was truly grateful to her for it. She had given 
them order, she had given railways, and above all, she had given 
them the inestimable blessing of Western education. But a great 
deal still remained to be done. 

The more progress the people made in education and material 
prosperity, the greater would be the insight into political matters 
and the keener their desire for political advancement. He 
thought that their desire to be governed according to the ideas of 
Government prevalent in Europe was in no way incompatible with 
their thorough loyalty to the British Government. All that they 
desired was, that the basis of the Government should be widened 
and that the people should have their proper and legitimate share 
in it. The discussion that would take place in this Congress would, 
he believed, be as advantageous to the ruling authorities as, he was 
sure, it would be to the people at large. 

suREnDRAnATh BAnERJEE 
(AhmEDABAD-1902) 
The Drain 
One of the chief causes which have 
contributed to the impoverishment of the 
people is the annual drain which, says a 
writer on Indian economics, “has tapped 
India’s very heart-blood.” Lord Salisbury 
has himself observed that “much of the 
revenue of India exported without a direct 

ExTRACTs fROm ThE ADDREssEs 
Of COngREss PREsIDEnTs
Following are the extracts from the speeches of the  
Congress Presidents who have placed their vision  
and opinion for building the destiny of India.
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equivalent.” The drain of the last thirty years of the 19th century 
has been estimated at £900,000,000 without interest, at the rate of 
£30,000,000 a year. This drain represents a distinct loss of national 
wealth and resources. As Sir George Wingate has observed: 

The taxes spent in the country from which they are raised are totally 
different in their effect from taxes raised in one country and spent 
in another ... In this case, they constitute no mere transfer on one 
portion of the national income from one set of citizens to another, 
but are an absolute loss and extinction of the whole amount drawn 
from the taxed country. 

What is to be the remedy? It is simple enough, if the Government 
will only adopt it. The revival of old and the introduction of new 
industries, the wider employment of the people in the higher offices 
of State, a more equitable adjustment of charges between England 
and India in matters in which both countries are interested, would 
go a long way to check the drain and the material exhaustion 
consequent thereon. British Rule represents the Government of 
India by one of the most civilized nations of the world. It is a proud 
and glorious record. In point of culture and enlightenment and in 
its ideals of government, it is far removed from most Government 
which preceded it. But the conquerors of old soon made the 
conquered country their own, and returned to the people the 
money which they had wrung from the people. This thus stimulated 
the springs of domestic industry and contributed to the material 
prosperity of the people. Might we not ask the English Rulers of 
India, whose proud mission it is to govern India for the benefit of 
India, to return to the people the people’s wealth and thus lay broad 
and deep the foundations of our material prosperity? 

The Remedy 
What are to be the means for enforcing the remedial measure 
for checking the growing impoverishment of the country? How 
is a economy to be enforced-how are the taxes to be imposed 
without hampering the springs of industry-how are the sources 
of national wealth to be deepened and widened-how is agriculture 
to be improved and the arts and manufactures stimulated? The 
sovereign remedy is to be found in the practice of the British 
constitution. Give the people a potential voice over the control of 
the public expenditure and economy will follow as surely as the 
night follows the day. 

The Wider employment of our People 
I have referred to the question of the economic drains and from 
year to year we have appealed to the Government from this 
platform to stop it, or if, in the present relations between England 
and India, this cannot be done, to curtail its volume. From a 
return ordered by the House of Commons, it appears that the 
salaries, allowances and pension to Europeans in India drawing 
£100 a year or more were £10,274,246 in 1889-90. It must be 
much more now, as exchange compensation allowance has since 
been added. The bulk of this vast sum of money is necessarily 
spent out of India. The employment of a costly foreign agency for 
Government of a country is, in the best of circumstances, a heavy 
financial burden and often a financial loss; on the case of India, it 

is among the primary cause of her growing impoverishment. The 
wider employment of the people in the public service of their own 
country is one of the chief remedial measures which will naturally 
suggest itself. Racial disqualifications have long been abolished. 
Merit is the sole test of qualifications for public employment. This 
principle has again and again been affirmed; but there is as yet wide 
divergence between principle and practice. 

As regards the open competitive examination for the Indian 
Civil Service, the prospects of Indian candidates have sensibly 
diminished; and well they may. The marks in Sanskrit and Arabic 
are 500; in Greek and Latin they are 750. Roman and Greek History, 
each of which 500 marks are attached, are subjects which Indian 
students may take up; but they are handicapped by the nature of 
the questions set. In all these subjects, extracts from the Latin 
and Greek authors are placed before the students, and to be able 
to answer them they must know these classical languages. Is a 
knowledge of the classical languages necessary for the thorough 
mastery of Political Science which is altogether a modern branch 
of knowledge or even of Roman or Greek History? So many Latin 
and Greek passages and questions are introduced in the question 
papers on these subjects that I think it would be no exaggeration 
to say that no candidate, not knowing Latin and Greek, could hope 
to gain even half the maximum marks in these subjects. What is 
most inexcusable is the free quotation from Greek authors in the 
paper on Political Science. It is, therefore practically impossible 
for an Indian student to take up these subjects. 

The military service 
As a part of the question of the wider employment of our people 
in the Public Service, it is impossible not to refer to the exclusion 
of our countrymen from the commissioned ranks in the Army. 
The bravest native soldier, a born warrior, possessed, it may be, 
of military instincts which he has inherited from a long line of 
ancestors, cannot in these days rise beyond the rank of a Subedar-
Major or a Ressaldar-Major in the British Army. The youngest 
British subaltern, who was not born when the veteran won his 
spurs, in his superior military salute. 

The separation of judicial and executive 
functions 
Among the reforms which have occupied a prominent place in 
our programme is the question of the separation of Judicial and 
Executive Functions in the administration of criminal justice. We 
claim to have brought it within the range of practical political, and 
the question is now pending for final decision by the Government 
of India. A Memorial was presented by Lord Hobhouse and several 
other distinguished men, praying for the speedy introduction of 
this reform. The Memorial has been forwarded to the Government 
of India; but no orders have yet been passed. It is with some 
little disappointment we notice that this question has not been 
included among the twelve administrative problems which Lord 
Curzon has selected for solutions; but if it is true that justice is the 
bulwark of Thrones and States, then there can be no more urgent or 
pressing consideration than a proposal which seeks to improve the 
administration of justice in India, and to relieve it of the scandals 
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which are inseparable from the present system. 

The responsibilities of the present, the hopes of the future, 
the glories of the past ought all to inspire us with the noblest 
enthusiasm to serve our country. Is there a land more worthy 
of service and sacrifice? Where is a land more interesting, more 
venerated in antiquity, more rich in historic traditions, in the 
wealth of religious, ethical and spiritual conception which have 
left an enduring impress on the civilization of mankind? India is 
the cradle of true religions. It is the holy land of the East. Here 
knowledge first lit the torch. Here, in the morning of the work, the 
Vedic Rishis sang those hymns which represent the first yearning 
of infant humanity towards the divine ideal. Here was developed 
a literature and a language which still excites the admiration of 
mankind-a philosophy which pondered deep over the problems 
of life and evolved solution which satisfied the highest yearning 
of the loftiest minds. Here man first essayed to solve the mystery 
of life, and the solution wrapped in the rich colours of the poetic 
imagination and clothed with the deeper significance of a higher 
spiritual idea, bids fair, thanks to the genius of the greatest Hindu 
scientist of the age to be accepted by the world of science. From 
our shores went forth those missionaries who fired with apostolic 
fervour traversed the wilds of Asia and established the ascendancy 
of that faith which is the law and the religion of the nations of the 
Far East. Japan is our spiritual pupil. China and Siberia and the 
islands of the Eastern Archipelago turn with revered eyes to the 
land where was born the Prophet of their faith. Our pupils have 
outdistanced us; and where are we hesitating, doubting, calculating, 
casting up moral results to satisfy ourselves that our gains have a 
Royal road to political enfranchisement. The triumphs of liberty 
have not thus been won. Japan is an object-lesson which thrusts 
itself upon the view. Read her history; note her wonderful self-
sacrifice, her marvelous power of adaptation, her patience, her 
fortitude, her indomitable energy and persistency, and let the 
most ancient of Eastern nations derive inspiration and guidance 
from the youngest which has solved the 
riddle of Asiatic life and has harmonized 
the conservatism of the East with the 
progressive forces of the West. 

g.k. gOkhALE (BEnARAs-1905) 
Partition of Bengal 
Gentlemen, the question that is uppermost 
in the minds of us all at this moment is the 
Partition of Bengal. A cruel wrong has 
been inflicted in our Bengalee brethren, 
and the whole country has been stirred 
to its deepest depths in sorrow and 
resentment, as had never been the case before. The scheme of 
partition, concocted in the dark and carried out in the face of the 
fiercest opposition that any Government measure has encountered 
during the last half-a-century, will always stand as a complete 
illustration of the worst features of the represent system of 
bureaucratic rule-its utter contempt for public opinion, its arrogant 
pretensions to superior wisdom, its reckless disregard of the most 

cherished feelings of the people, the mockery of an appeal to its 
sense of justice, its cool preference of Service interests to those of 
the governed. Lord Curzon and his advisers-if he ever had any 
adviser- could never allege that they had no means of judging of 
the depth of public feeling in the matter. 

But, Gentlemen, as has been well said, even in things evil there 
is a soul of goodness, and the dark times, through which Bengal 
has passed and is passing, have not been without a message of 
bright hope for the future. The tremendous upheaval of popular 
feeling, which has taken place in Bengal in consequence of the 
partition, will constitute a landmark in the history of our national 
progress. For the first time since British rule began, all sections of 
the Indian community, without distinction of caste or creed, have 
been moved by a common impulse and without the stimulus of 
external pressure to act together in offering resistance to a common 
wrong. A wave of true national consciousness has swept over the 
Province, and at its touch old barriers have for the time, at any 
rate, been thrown down, personal jealousies have vanished, other 
controversies have been hushed. Bengal’s heroic stand against the 
oppression of a harsh and uncontrolled bureaucracy has astonished 
and gratified all India, and her sufferings have not been endured in 
vain, when they have helped to draw closer all parts of the country 
in sympathy and in aspiration. 

The swadeshi movement 
Gentlemen, I will now say a few words on a movement which has 
spread so rapidly and has been hailed with so much enthusiasm 
all over the country during the last few months-The Swadeshi 
Movement. It is necessary at the outset to distinguish it from 
another movement, started in Bengal, which has really given it 
such immense impetus-the Boycott of British goods. We all know 
that when our Bengali brethren found that nothing would turn the 
late Viceroy from his purpose of partitioning Bengal, that all their 
protest in the Press and on the Platform, all their memorials to 
him, to the Secretary of State and the Parliament were unavailing, 
that the Government exercised its despotic strength to trample on 
their most cherished feelings and injure their dearest interest and 
that no protection against this on any kind was forthcoming from 
any quarter, they in their extremity resolved to have recourse to 
this boycott movement. This they did with a twofold object-first 
as a demonstration of their deep resentment at the treatment they 
were receiving, and, secondly, to attract the attention of the people 
in England to their grievances, so that those who were in a position 
to call the Government of India to account might understand what 
was taking place in India. It was thus as a political weapon, used for 
a definite political purpose, that they had recourse to the boycott, 
and in the circumstances of their position every justification for 
the step they took. And I can tell you from personal experience 
that their action has proved immensely effective in drawing the 
attention of English people to the state of things in our country. 
But a weapon like this must be reserved only for extreme occasions. 

Gentlemen, the true Swadeshi movement is both a patriotic and an 
economic movement. The idea of Swadeshi or “one’s own country” 
is one of the noblest conceptions that have ever stirred the heart 
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of humanity. As the poet asks: 

Breathes there the man with soul so dead,

Who never to himself hath said, 

This is my own, my native land. 

The devotion to Motherland, which is enshrined in the highest 
Swadeshi, is an influence so profound and so passionate that its 
very thought thrills and its actual touch lifts one out of oneself. 
India needs today above everything else that the gospel of this 
devotion should be preached to high and low, to prince and to 
peasant, in town and in hamlet, till the service of Motherland 
becomes with us as overmastering a passion as it is in Japan. The 
Swadeshi movement, as it is ordinarily understood, presents one 
part of this gospel to the mass of our people in the form, which 
brings it within their comprehension. It turns their thoughts to 
their country, accustoms them to the idea of voluntarily making 
some sacrifice for her sake, enables them to take an intelligent 
interest in her economic development and teaches them the 
important lesson of co-operating with one another for a national 
end. All this is most valuable work, and those who undertake 
it are entitled to feel that they are engaged in a highly patriotic 
mission. But the movement on its material side is an economic 
one; and though self-denying ordinances, extensively entered 
into, must serve a valuable economic purpose, namely, to ensure 
a ready consumption of such articles as are produced by keeping 
the demand for indigenous things largely in excess of the supply, 
the difficulties that surround the question economically are so 
great that they require the co- operation of every available agency 
to surmount them. 

The goal of the Congress is that India should be governed in the 
interests of the Indian themselves, and that in course of time, a 
form of government should be attained in this country similar to 
what exists in the self-governing Colonies of the British Empire. 
For better, for worse, our destinies are now linked with those of 
England and the Congress freely recognizes that whatever advance 
we seek must be within the Empire itself. That advance, moreover 
can only be gradual, as at each stage of the progress it may be 
necessary for us to pass through a brief course of apprenticeship 
before we are enable to the next one; for it is a reasonable 
proposition that the sense of responsibility, required for the proper 
exercise of the political practical training and experiment only. To 
admit this is not to express any agreement with those who usually 
oppose all attempts of reform on the plea that the people are not 
ready for it. 

In my humble opinion our immediate demands should be: 

(1) A reform of our Legislative Council, raising the proportion 
of elected members to one-half, requiring the Budgets to be 
formally passed by the Councils and empowering the members 
to bring forward amendments with safeguards for bringing 
the debates to a close in a reasonable time. The Presidents 
of the Councils should have the power of veto. The Viceroy’s 
Legislative Council consists at present of 25 members of 
whom only 5 are elected, one by the Chamber of Commerce 

of Calcutta-a body of Europeans-and the other four by four 
provinces. We must ask for the proportion of elected members 
to be now raised to 12. Of this number, two seats may be 
given, one to commerce and one to certain industries, and the 
remaining ten should be assigned to different provinces, two to 
each of the three older provinces, and one each to the remaining. 
And, to begin with, the right of members to move amendments 
may be confined to one amendment each. The two members 
for Commerce and Industries will generally be Europeans, and 
they will ordinarily vote with Government. Thus even if all the 
ten provincial members voted together, they would be only 10 
out of 25. Ordinarily they will not be able to carry a motion 
against the Government, but on exceptional occasions they may 
obtain the support of two or three men from the other side and 
then the moral effect of the situation will be considerable. In 
the Provincial Legislative Councils, we must have an increase 
in the number, each district of a province being empowered to 
send a member, the objection that these bodies will in that case 
be somewhat unwieldy is not entitled to much weight. 

(2) The appointment of at least three Indians to the Secretary 
of State’s Council to be returned one each by the three older 
provinces. 

(3) The creation of Advisory Boards in all Districts throughout 
India, whom the heads of districts should be bound to consult 
in important matters of administration concerning the public 
before taking action. For the present their functions should 
be only advisory, the Collector or District Magistrate being 
at liberty to set aside their advice at their discretion. Half the 
members of the Board should consist of the principal District 
Officers and such non-official gentlemen as the head of the 
district may appoint. The Boards must not be confounded with 
what are known as District Local Boards. There is at present too 
much of what may be called Secretariat rule, with an excessive 
multiplication of central departments. Districts administration 
must be largely freed from this and reasonable opportunities 
afforded to the people concerned to influence its course before 
final decisions are arrived at. If such Boards are created, we may 
in course of time expect them to be entrusted with some real 
measure of control over the District administration. The late 
Mr. Ranade used to urge the importance of such Boards very 
strongly. If ever we are to have real Local Government in matters 
of general administration, the creation of these Boards will pave 
the way for it. One great of the present system of administration 
is its secrecy. This will be materially reduced, so far as District 
administration is concerned, by the step proposed. 

(4) The recruitment of the Judicial Branch of the Indian Civil 
Service from the legal profession in India. 

(5) The separation of Judicial and Executive functions. 
(6) A reduction of Military expenditure. 
(7) A large extension of primary education. 
(8) Facilities for industrial and technical education. 
(9) An experimental measure to deal with the indebtedness of the 

peasantry over a selected area.  v
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ANDHRA PRADESH
Death of 24 students condoled

hyderabad: The Telangana Pradesh Youth Congress Linguistic 
Minority Cell on 11th June, 2014 condoled the death of 24 students 
of Vignan Jyothi Engineering College who were drowned in the 
Beas river, in Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh.

Chairman of the Cell Shri Murli Mohan Ashok Singh expressed 
profound grief and shock over the tragedy and also conveyed heart-

felt condolences to the bereaved families. A two-minute silence was 
observed in their honour. 

BIHAR
Tributes paid to Hardikar

Patna: The Bhojpur District Congress Sewa Dal paid tributes to its 
founder leader, Dr. Narayan Subbarao Hardikar on his 125th Birth 

Anniversary here on 7th 
May, 2014. 

The function was held 
at Shaheed Bhawan 
which was presided 
o v e r  b y  P r a d e s h 
Congress preventative 
Shri Pramod Rai and 
a  d e b at e  w a s  a l s o 
organized which was 

inaugurated by former Pradesh Secretary, Shri Shashi Kumar 
Singh. Congress leaders spoke about Dr. Hardikar and recalled his 
services for the poor.

CHHATTISGARH
Implement Waqf Act amendments

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Committee Vice-
President and Minority Commissions Chairman Shri Iqbal Ahmad 
Rizvi and former President of the Madarsa Board Shri Hassan Khan 
have in a joint statement requested that the important amendments 
made in the Waqf Act be implemented soon.

This was necessary as many people were still heading many boards 
under the Waqf Board since the recommended amendments have 
not been implemented. 

Power rates raised for farmers
Raipur: The City Congress Committee President, Shri Vikas 
Upadhyay has objected to the raising of power rates in the state by 
the Raman Singh government.

Shri Upadhyay said it seems the BJP Government was against the 
poor people and the farmers. He said that there was two percent 
rise in the rate of power for commercial and industrial use which 
was raised 76.22 percent for power used by farmers for running 
his pump-sets to irrigate their farmers.

This shows the tendency of the BJP as to how to kill farming and 
industry in the State, said Shri Upadhyay.

Tributes paid to Late Shri Vidyacharan Shukla
Raipur: Congressmen from all the frontal organizations of the 
Congress paid tributes to former Union Minister Shri Vidyacharan 
Shukla on his first death anniversary here on 11th June, 2014.

According to City Congress President, Shri Vikas Upadhyay, 
Pradesh Congress President, Shri Bhupesh Baghel offered floral 
tributes by garlanding his photograph and spoke about his services 
for the people and the party.

Bhajans were sung and many people attended the function.

Discrimination in Compensation
Raipur: Former Chief Minister Shri Ajit Jogi on 17th June, 2014 
objected to the compensation announced for the workers who lost 
their lives in the leakage of Carbon monoxide gas in the Bhalai 
Steel Plant recently.
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The Union Steel Minister, Shri Narendra Tomar of the BJP Central 
Government had announced a compensation of Rs. 25 lakh each 
for regular workers and Rs. 10 lakh each for contract workers.

Shri Jogi said why there was discrimination between the two 
workers as both kind of workers were working for the steel plant and 
said that the deaths were due to the negligence of the management. 
He added that 70 percent of the work is being done by contractual 
workers as there was shortage of regular workers.

This discrimination also showed the thinking of the BJP Minister.

DELHI
Power, Water problem haunting people of Delhi

new Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee, strongly criticizing 
the statement of Union Power Minister Shri Piyush Goel, said the 
Union Minister’s statement was not only insulting to the people 
of Delhi, but it was also like rubbing salt into the wounds of the 
people, already harassed by power and water shortages. Congress 
said the charges leveled against the Congress Party by Shri Piyush 
Goel for the power shortage was totally unfounded and not based 
on facts. The Congress advised him to concentrate his attention 
on solving the power problems, haunting the people in Delhi, by 
getting additional power from the Central pool. The Congress Party 
made it clear that the power and water problem was not a political 
issue for the Congress, but an emotional issue.

At a joint press conference held at Rajiv Bhawan here on 10th June, 
2014, DCC president Shri Arvinder Singh, MLA, CLP leader Shri 
Haroon Yusuf, senior leader and chief spokesperson Shri Mukesh 
Sharma, MLAs Jaikishan, Mateen Ahmed, Devinder Yadav and 
former Minister Rajkumar Chauhan, making a direct attack on 
Union Power Minister Piyush Goel, said the statement of Shri 
Piyush Goel and the Lt. Governor’s direction to switch off the street 
lights and the electronic equipments reminded the people of Delhi 
of the rule of the BJP in Delhi from 1993 to 1998. It may be recalled 
that during the BJP rule, the demand for power in Delhi was just 
1850 megawatts, but even then people used to come out on the 
streets, and hold demonstrations during nights due to power cuts. 
In fact, the Delhi Police had filed cases for demonstrating outside 
the electricity offices and for creating traffic jams, which were clearly 

evident of the power cuts that prevailed then.

Shri Arvinder Singh, Shri Haroon Yusuf, Shri Mateen Ahmed, Shri 
Jaikishan and Shri Devinder Yadav jointly said that the Congress 
Government had established 225 new power grids, and the then 
NDA Government and then Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari 
Vajpayee had praised the Congress Government for its efforts to 
solve the power problem. Shri Yusuf said the Union Government 
was trying to save its skin by taking cover at the dust storms. The 
Congress also held Shri Arvind Kejriwal responsible for the power 
woes facing the people.

Shri Mukesh Sharma announced that the Congress Party has setup 
a control room to provide relief from the power and water woes. He 
said people could sms their complaints on power and water woes to 
Mobile No. 9911911946 and on E-mail Id: maildpcc@gmail.com.

Nation pays tributes to  
Rajiv Gandhiji

new Delhi: The nation paid tributes on 23rd death anniversary of 
former Prime Minister and Bharat Ratna, Shri Rajiv Gandhi was 
held on 21st May, 2014 here.

The day was celebrated as the Anti-terrorist Day and prayer meeting 
was held at the Bhai Veer Singh Marg, Gole Market. Top Congress 
leaders including Shri Manoj Kumar Singh, Shri Neetu Sharma, 
Shri Shashi Kumar Singh, Shri Nityanand Sharma, organizer and 
freedom fighter Shri Rakesh Kumar, Shri Kamal Kishore, Shri Sumit 
Singh Sakha, Shri Devendra Rajput, Shri Ramesh Rajak, Shri Ashok 
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Kumar Singh, Shri Shyam Kishore Sinha and Shri OP Rawat paid 
their tributes to the departed leader.

Thousand of Congress workers from all over the city participated 
in this function and they pledged to keep the unity and integrity 
of this country intact. Congress leader, Shri Manoj Singh also paid 
tributes by recalling Rajivji’s services to the nation.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
BJP spreading falsehood: Soz

jammu: Former Union Minister and President JKPCC Prof. Saif-
ud-Din Soz addressed a largely attended gathering at Marh on 8th 
April, 2014 on the last day for campaigning in Jammu Parliamentary 
constituency. 

He was accompanied by Rajni Patil (MP), general secretary AICC, 
Raman Bhalla, Minister for Housing, Horticulture and sports, Indu 
Pawar (MLA) president State Mahila Congress; Shameema Raina, 
Farooq Andrabi general secretaries PCC, Lal Mohammad Sabir-Ex-
Minister, Neeraj Gupta, Ashwani Puri, Santosh Magotra secretaries.

On this occasion Prof. Soz expressed satisfaction that NC-INC 
coalition had remained steadfast in the Parliamentary elections 
and worked hard for success of Ghulam Nabi Azad and Madan 
Lal Sharma in Jammu province and similarly INC would work 
resolutely for three NC candidates in Kashmir. 

Prof. Soz explained to the gathering in detail that the manifesto 
issued by the BJP, long last, was nothing short of spreading 
falsehood. Giving an example of the falsehood of BJP, Prof. Soz 
emphasized the fact that building of Ram temple, abrogation of 
Article 370 of the Constitution of India and Common Civil Code 
had been mentioned in all the manifestoes during the last twenty 
(20) years, but BJP had failed to take any action in this behalf.

It was falsehood then and it is falsehood today. He reminded the 
gathering that the BJP was in power at the centre for more than six 
years, and they did not do any thing to achieve this goal.

He assured the people that the Congress Party had fulfilled many 
promises such as incorporation of 73rd Amendment in the 
Panchayat Act of the State, package for settlement of refugees and 
Jatts, one rank one pension for ex-servicemen and many such 
things and assured them further that it would serve their best 
interests in future.

Rajni Patil expressed her satisfaction that Congress Party was a 
strong secular force and this party alone could promote unity and 
integrity of India.

Indu Pawar (MLA) also spoke on the occasion.

Soz interacts with party functionaries
samba: Prof. Saifuddin Soz, MP (Former Union Minister) and 
President J&K Pradesh Congress Committee held a pro-longed 
interaction with the Block Presidents of Jammu, Samba and Kathua 
districts at R.R. Resort Samba on 1st June, 2014.

All the Senior functionaries of the party, Vice Presidents, General 
Secretaries and other senior leaders were present. Prof. Soz heard 
the Block Presidents and other functionaries and noted patiently, 
their suggestions that were made by block presidents and other 
party functionaries for rejuvenating the Congress party fully, 
particularly in these districts.

Hon’ble Ministers Shri Sham Lal Sharma and Shri Raman Bhalla 
also attended the meeting. Responding to the suggestions of block 
presidents, leaders and other functionaries of the party, Prof. Soz 
made the following remarks:-

“There is need that the ministers improve their liaison and 
interaction with District President, Block Presidents and other 
functionaries of the party. Prof. Soz said that he would write to 
ministers in this behalf.

Prof. Soz said that the party high command would be appraised of 
the suggestions that the party leaders must work for revitalizing 
Congress Party as an instrument of service to the people. He 
emphasized that the neighborhood should be treated, as the most 
important factor and Congress workers should put an extra effort 
to solve people’s problems.

He agreed with the leaders/party functionaries that the INC-NC 
coalition has done many good things for the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir such as for instance, setting up of Administrative 
units, Review of Recruitment Policy etc, but it failed to deliver 
governance on ground in respect of instance for Provision of 
Electric Infrastructure, Provision of Existing grievances in respect 
of tariff, Distribution or rations, particularly in far-flung areas and 
fulfillment of other basic needs.

Prof. Soz assured the gathering that he would constitute a 
committee comprising of credible persons to go in to the question of 
rejuvenating the Block and District Committees, as early as possible.
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He also assured that such meetings would be organized in other 
district also and the PCC Executive would also meet soon. He (Prof. 
Soz) said that the he and Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad will be soon 
visiting to thank the workers and speak to the party functionaries.

MADHYA PRADESH
MP Medical Scam accused seeking protection

Bhopal: Pradesh Congress Chief Spokesperson, Shri K.K. Mishra 
has alleged that the accused who are involved in the Medical 
entrance exam scam are seeking the blessings of Chief Secretary 
Shri Manoj Srivastav in the Chief Minister’s Secretariat to save 
them from the STF action.

On 14th June, 2014, a function was organized at Hotel Jahanuma 
Palace and Shri Manoj Srivastava was invited. The function was 
organized by Medical mafia and Chirayu Medical College manager, 
Dr. Ajay Goenka. All those who are involved in the Medical Scam 
were also present.

It is significant that the STF has announced an award of Rupees 
five thousand for the arrest of Shri Sudhir Sharma who attended 
this function.

The Madhya Pradesh Government is not serious about investigating 
this scam.

Dharna against  
Medical Scam in MP

Bhopal: The Pradesh Congress Committee has decided to hold 
a dharna and demonstration on 1st July, 2014 at all District 
headquarters in the state against the Medical entrance Scam.

Pradesh Congress President, Shri Arun Yadav, who has sent 
directive to all district and City Congress Committees, said that 
the government of the state was playing with the future of lakhs of 
students of the state who are being cheated as fraud is being played 
against them by the Medical entrance mafia.

Shri Yadav said that later a memorandum will be handed over to 
the Governor to look into this scam by which thousands of students 
life will be affected.

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhiji
indore: The City Congress Committee paid tributes to former 
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi who brought IT revolution in the 
country, on his birth anniversary on 21st May, 2014.

The day was celebrated as Sadbhawana Diwas and the Congressmen 
organized a function near the Rajiv Gandhi sthambh at Musakhedi. 
City Congress President, Shri Pramod Tandon presided over the 
function alongwith Shri Arvind Bagdi and Shri Vijay Kumar Mehra.

Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi
ja b a l p u r :  T h e  C i t y 
Congress Sewa Dal paid 
tributes to former Prime 
Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
on his death anniversary 
here on 21st May, 2014.

Congressmen, including 
senior Congress leaders, 
paid tributes to Rajivji 
by garlanding his statue 
at the Rajiv Chowk at the 
Naudara Pul.

Those who paid tributes 
included Shri Jhalelal 
Jain, Shri Dinesh Yadav, 
Poonam Chand Sonekar, 
Shri P.N. Dubey, Kailash 
Tiwari, Yatish Aggarwal, 
Manoj Bhadoria, Rajkumar Verma, Meenakshi Swamy, Pradeep 
Shukla with others.

Tributes paid to Pandit Nehruji
jabalpur: Congress and City Congress Sewa Dal paid tributes to 
the first Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his 
death anniversary here on 27th May, 2014.

Senior Congress leaders including Dr. Alok Chaurasia, Shri Dinesh 
Yadav, Shri Vijay Saxena and Shri Kailash Tiwari paid their tributes 
by garlanding the statue of Pandit Nehruji.

Tributes paid to Dr. Hardikar
jabalpur: The City Congress Sewa Dal paid tributes to the founding 
leader of the Congress Sewa Dal, Dr. Subba Rao Hardikar, here on 
his birth anniversary on 7 May, 2014.

Senior Congress leader Dr. Alok Chaurasia, Shri Dinesh Yadav, 
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Shri Vinay Saxena, Shri Kailash Tiwari paid tributes to leader at 
City Congress office. In the evening, a debate was organized in 
which all the Block organizers, woman organizers and members 
took part. Earlier, in the morning fruit and sweets were distributed 
at the Cheritaal Harijan Basti.

PUNJAB
Industries shutting down in Punjab

Chandigarh: The Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee President, 
Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, on 30th May, 2014 lambasted the Deputy 
Chief Minister, Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal, for making exaggerated 
claims about attracting huge  investment  in the state at the time 
when multinational company like Dell had decided to wind up its 
operation in Mohali. He said the government had miserably failed 
to create investment confidence and the necessary infrastructure 
for the industrial growth of this border state.

In a statement issued here, the PPCC chief said the Deputy Chief 
Minister had organised the mega investment summit only a few 
months back projecting it as a new beginning in the industrial 
development of the state. However, Sukhbir’s mega claims seemed 
to have been lost in the pot holes of    the Parkash Singh Badal 
government.

He said what to talk of the new investment, even the existing units 
were closing down and the Dell was the latest in this series. He 
pointed out more than 18,000 industrial units had  been shut down 
during the last few years and the only business establishments in 
the state making super profits were those owned by Sukhbir himself 
who had his hands in every pie, from road transport to aviation.

He said the fact that about 1400 industrial plots were lying vacant 
in the Mohali industrial area was a sad commentary on the state of 
affairs in the state which totally exposed the hyperbolic claims of 
the Deputy Chief Minister. It was clear that he was only interested 
in remaining in headlines without achieving anything tangible for 
the state. He said one should visit what once used to be the steel 
town, Mandi Gobindgarh where the chimneys had stopped belching 
out smoke. Similar was the situation in Batala.

National Drug Policy  
need of the hour: Capt. Amarinder

Chandigarh: The Deputy Leader of the Congress in the Lok Sabha 

Capt. Amarinder Singh on 11th June, 2014 called for a National 
Drug Policy to fight the curse of addiction. Having a dig at the 
NDA’s agenda, he said, there was nothing new in it as these were 
repackaged programmes of the UPA. “This is old wine in new 
bottles”, he remarked.
He also had a dig at the BJP’s Modi-affect campaign saying that 
might also be the reason for the poor monsoon as have been 
predicted in the country for this year.
Speaking in the Lok Sabha during the motion of thanks to the 
Presidents’ address, Capt. Amarinder drew the attention of the 
House towards the serious problem of drug addiction in Punjab. 
He also referred to the Maqboolpura village in his Amritsar 
parliamentary constituency where 90 percent women have been 
widowed as their husbands have fallen prey to drug addiction.
Asserting that there was a need for national drug policy which 
he had been aggressively campaigning for during his tenure 
as Punjab Chief Minister, Capt. Amarinder said, there were 
multiple aspects to the problem. He said the drugs were coming 
from across the border and also from states like Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan.
He pointed out there was no ban in Madhya Pradesh for 
producing and trading in drugs where these were being legally 
traded in Rajasthan from where these were reaching Punjab 
where these had destroyed almost an entire generation of youth. 
He said, the National Drug Policy was the need of the hour. 
Referring to the ongoing anti-drug drive of the Punjab 
government, he said, catching the addicts was not a solution. 
He said, the addicts need to be put in hospitals for treatment 
and not in the jails, while actual producers and suppliers should 
go to the jail.

Congress seeks V.K. Singh’s resignation  
for denigrating Army

Chandigarh: The Congress on 11th June, 2014 sought the 
resignation of the Union Minister of State for North Eastern and 
NRI Affairs Gen. (rtd.) V.K. Singh for his highly objectionable 
remarks against the Chief of Army Staff Designate Lt. Gen. Dalbir 
Singh, which he said, amounted to denigrating the Indian Army 
and were inexcusable.

Speaking during the motion of thanks to the President’s address 
in the Lok Sabha, the Deputy Leader of the Congress in the Lok 
Sabha Capt. Amarinder Singh started his speech while referring 
to Gen. V.K. Singh’s highly controversial and objectionable tweet 
in which he had described Gen. Dalbir Singh as a “criminal” and 
his men as “dacoits”.

He said, it was highly condemnable that someone who is a minister 
in the NDA government and has served as a Chief of Army Staff 
himself has denigrated such a great institution like Indian Army 
which is one of the best in the world and is respected for its 
professional excellence all over.

Capt. Amarinder asserted that in case Gen. Singh does not resign 
of his own, he must be dismissed from the government. He said, 
such remarks can only demoralize our army.
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Bus fare hike Badal’s gift of ‘Achhe Din’ to people: 
Bajwa

Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress President, Mr. Partap Singh 
Bajwa, while strongly condemning the hike in bus fares in the state, 
said the Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal had gifted it to the 
people as a trailer of the beginning of ‘Achhe Din’. He said it was 
such a ‘marvellous’ gift which would cut into the pockets of the 
common man to benefit the Badal family, which mostly owned the 
biggest transport fleet in the state.

He said Mr. Badal had been opposing the hike in diesel rates during 
the UPA regime but now it was the NDA government in which the 
Akali Dal was the partner which was continuing with the same 
policy of diesel pricing.

“Would Mr. Badal like to share with the people whether the Akali 
Dal representative in the union cabinet, Mrs. Harsimrat Kaur Badal, 
has recorded her protest against the hike in diesel prices? There 
cannot be double standards on every issue”, he added.

He ridiculed Mr. Badal for raising the bus fare hike on the logic 
that the same had been demanded by the private bus operators. 
He said it was the Badals fleet which was the biggest in the 
state with monopolisation over certain routes and as such, the main 
beneficiary would be the ruling  Badal family.

He said the real face of the new rulers who had come into power 
by misleading the people was now getting exposed  as evident 
from the loud thinking that some harsh measures would have 
to be adopted and the people should be ready to bear with the 
same. He said this was what the UPA had been saying as the then 
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, was himself one of the top 
most economist whom the world leaders used to respect for his 
knowledge of economy.

He said in Punjab, the people had to bear the cost of inefficiency 
of the government rampant corruption also which had made their 
life miserable.

TAMILNADU
Tributes to Rajiv Gandhiji

trichy: The Congressmen here paid tribute to the former Prime 
Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 23rd Death Anniversary on 

21st May, 2014.

The memorial function was headed by Tamilnadu Congress Trade 
Union General Secretary, Shri B. Balasubramanian who paid 
tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi by garlanding his photograph. Later, 
free food was distributed to 1000 people of Srirangam.

Tributes to Pandit Nehruji
trichy: The Congressmen gave tributes to the first Prime Minister 
of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who was also called the architect 
of Modern India on his 50th death anniversary at Srirangam on 
27 May, 2014.

Tamilnadu Congress Trade Union general secretary, Shri B. 
Balasubramanian with other Congress members paid tributes by 
garlanding the photograph of Pandit Nehru.

The function was attended by many local Congress leaders and 
various Congress functionaries.

UTTAR PRADESH
Tributes paid to Rajiv Gandhi

lucknow: Pradesh Congress Committee paid tributes to the former 
Prime Minister and Bharat Ratna Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 23rd 
death anniversary here on 21st May, 2014.

Pradesh Congress President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri paid tributes by 
garlanding the statue of Rajivji and thereafter all-faith prayer 
meeting was held. Shri Khatri later spoke about the life and deeds 
of Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

Shri Pramod Tiwari, MP, also paid tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
and spoke about the work done by him and said that he was a man 
with farsighted vision.

Later fruits were distributed at the TB Hospital inmates in 
Thakurganj by former MLA, Shri Shyam Kishore Shukla.

Rahul Gandhi’s birthday celebrated
lucknow: Congressmen led by Pradesh Congress President, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri celebrated the birthday of Congress vice-president, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi here on 19th June, 2014.

The birthday was celebrated with pomp and show and sweets were 
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distributed among the people. The function was presided over by 
Communication Department Chairman, Shri Satyadev Tripathi, 
former minister.

Congressmen prayed for the long life of Shri Rahul Gandhi who is 
a symbol of struggle for the people of India. 

Hike in Rail fare opposed
lucknow: The City Congress Committee, led by working President 
Shri Amit Srivastav Tyagi, staged a protest against the Modi 
government for raising the fare and tariff of goods in the Railways 
here on 21st June, 2014.

The Congressmen termed this raise in train fare as anti-people 
act and burnt the effigy of the Railway Minister Sadanand Gauda 
in front of the Lucknow Vidhan Sabha which was attended by 
thousands of people.

Congressmen pay homage to Bharat Ratna Rajiv 
Gandhi

Allahabad: District and City Congress committee including its 
frontal organizations paid homage to Bharat Ratna and Former PM 
Rajiv Gandhi on his 23rd Martyrdom day on 23 May, 2014 which 
is observed as ‘Anti-Terrorism-Day’. A large number of Partymen 
reached the ancestral home of Nehru’s at Anand Bhawan and 
garlanded the portrait of their beloved leader.

On this occasion a Shradhanjali Sabha was held with city president. 

Shri Abhay Awasthi.

The meeting was conducted by zonal party spokesman Shri Kishore 
Varshney.

Congressman described Rajiv Gandhi as the visionary of 23st 
century who wanted to build modern India through education, 
science and technology. He was the architect of pro-poor, liberal 
economy and played vital role in providing 18 years youths to vote 
right and empowered women.

Congress took stock of the party’s worst ever performance in the 
2014 Lok Sabha elections and unanimously passed the resolution 
expressing full faith in the leadership of Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and vice president Shri Rahul Gandhi. Partymen 
decided to fight out the problems collectively and work hard to 
strengthen the party at the grass root level. 

Among those who were present were District Congress president 
Shyam Krishna Pandey, Ex Mayor Ch. Jitendra Nath Singh, Zonal 
Spokesman Kishore Varshney, Fuzail Hashmi, Acting president 
Tariq Saeed Ajju, Sant Prasad Pandey, Mukund Tiwari, Gullu 
Gandhi, Yashvir Yadav, Prof. Yamuna Pandey, Parvez Siddique, 
Brijendra Mishra, Dr. Ramesh Jaiswal, Raj Bahadur Gupta, Ajay 
Srivastava, Raj kumar Rajju, Vishal Gupta, Vinay Shukla, Babul 
Tripathi, Md. Javed, Jay Prakash Mishra, Ezajul Haq, Dr. V.K. Dixit, 
Ramendra Ravi and many others.

Homage paid to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru
Allahabad: Rich and glowing tributes were paid to the architect 
of modern India and first Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru by 
the District and City Congress Committee members on his 50th 
death anniversary on 27th May, 2014. Partymen reached Anand 
Bhawan, the home of Nehru’s and garlanded the portrait of Pandit 
Ji to pay homage.

On this occasion in the Shradhanjali Sabha, MLA Anugrah Narain 
Singh said Nehru was the Symbol of secularism and peace. He said 
India was made self sufficient by the steps taken by Pt. Nehru for 
the development of the country.

Former Uttar Pradesh Home Minister Shri Rajendra Tripathi, 
District Congress President Shri Shyam Krishna Pandey and Ex. 
Mayor Ch. Jitendra Nath Singh said Pt. Nehru took the pioneering 
steps to modernize and Industrialize India.

The meeting was presided by City Congress President Shri Abhay 
Awasthi.

Zonal spokesmen Shri Kishore Varshney conducted the meeting 
and said that Nehruji was the greatest figure of the 20th century.

Later, partymen garlanded the statue of Pt. Nehru at Balson 
Crossing.

Among those who paid tributes were Acting President Tariq Saeed 
Ajju, Sant Prasad Pandey, Fuzail Hashmi, Parvez Siddique, Mukund 
Tiwari, Dr. Ramesh Jaiswal, Ajay Srivastava, Prof. Yamuna Pandey, 
Chaman Rawat, Brijendra Mishra, B.S. Wilson, Raj Kumar Rajju, 
Prabhakar Mishra, Raj Bahadur Gupta, Lal Babu Sahu, Imran 
Wadud, Ram Lakhan Pandey, Shambhu Rawat, Satya Prakash 
Tiwari, Babul Tripathi and many others. v
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mAhILA 
COngREss

The Mahila Congress units across the country were 
busy with the intense election campaign during 
the past two months which witnessed a 9-Phase 

Parliamentary Elections Schedule. Smt. Shobha Oza, President 
AIMC toured a large number of States in the country and tried to 
cover a number of important seats. During her election campaign, 
Smt. Shobha Oza, addressed meeting and rallies in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab and Gujarat. She also 
addressed Press Meets in every State, exposing the misdeeds of 
Non-Congress State Governments. 

The All India Mahila Congress convened a meeting of its National 
Council on 10th & 11th June 2014 which was addressed by 
Shri Rahul Gandhi, Vice-President, AICC & Incharge Frontal 
Organizations. He exhorted Mahila Congress to work harder for 
the success of the Party in ensuing Assembly Elections in few States. 
He also inspired the office bearers to reach out to women in every 
household and make an effort to solve their problems and also work 
for their economic, political and social empowerment. A 6-month 
action plan was given by the AIMC to its State units. The meeting 
was also addressed by Shri Motilal Vora, Shri Janardan Dwivedi, 
Shri Oscar Fernandes, Dr. Girja Vyas and Smt. Rita Bahuguna Joshi. 

The All India Mahila Congress is taking up the increasing 
incidents of rapes happening in Uttar Pradesh as a result of 
complete lawlessness and lack of governance in the State. Under 
the leadership of Smt. Shobha Oza, President, AIMC, the All 
India Mahila Congress held a demonstration protesting against 
increasing rate of crime against  women in Uttar Pradesh, in front 
of Uttar Pradesh Sadan, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi and presented 
a Memorandum demanding speedy justice for the victim and 
harshest of punishment for the culprits. Smt. Bindhu Krishna, Vice-
President, AIMC, Dr. Shobhna Shah, Smt. Charulata Tokas, Smt. 
Pratima Singh, Ms. Netta D’ Souza, Smt. Neetu Verma Soin were 
present alongwith a number of State Mahila Congress Presidents 
like Smt. Yari Dulom, Smt. Bijayalakshmi Sahoo, Smt. Indu Pawar, 
Smt. Mandvi Chauhan, Ms. Ansuiyya Sharma and Smt. Onika 
Mehrotra and her Delhi Mahila Congress unit.  Before that, a 
delegation of AIMC Office Bearers went to Badaun under the 
leadership of Smt. Shobha Oza and met the family of two cousins 
who were gang raped and then hanged to die. The AIMC President 
has directed all State Mahila Congress units also to give top most 
priority to the cases of atrocities against women in their respective 
State in its’ scheme of things. 

At State-levels, PMC Presidents viz Smt. 
Mandvi Chauhan (Madhya Pradesh), Smt. 
Shakuntala Rawat (Rajasthan), Smt. Abha 
Sinha (Jharkhand), Smt. Onika Mehrotra 
(Delhi) took up the cases of atrocities 
against women in  their States and held 
demonstrations seeking justice for the 
victim. Madhya Pradesh is a State with 
a very high incidence of rape and in this 
connection, worth mentioning are the 
efforts of Madhya Pradesh Mahila Congress 
President who is personally attending each 
and every case of rape happening in her 
State.  v

(shobha oza)

A RePoRt
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PRess BRiefings

AttACK on inDiAn 
ConsulAte ConDemneD in 

AfghAnistAn
spokesperson: Dr. shakeel Ahmad: He said 
that today there was a terrorist attack on the 
Indian Consulate at Harat in Afghanistan. 
Indian National Congress strongly condemns 
this attack and asks the Afghanistan government 
to take all possible measures so that such 
incidents are not repeated again. Our ITBP 
personnels are also taking security measures 
alongwith the Afghan police and the Army 
who were thanked for diluting this attack and to 
take stern measures against all those who were 
involved in this attack.
On another issue, Dr. Shakeel Ahmad said 
that BJP’s Prime Minister elect and former 
Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
gave a statement which said that the CAG 
report should not be used against their political 
opponents as it will amount to double standard 
and double speak. When BJP were in the 
opposition, they did not allow the House to 
function for days together because of CAG 
reports, be it on 2G issue or CWG issue on 
the issue of coal allocation, Shri Modi himself 
quoted imaginary figures of the CAG during 
the Lok Sabha elections which talks about the 
losses incurred whereas there is doubt that the 
CAG report is aboutto come on the Gujarat 
Vidhan Sabha which definitely will be against 
the Gujarat government and it will be a tough 
time for Shri Narendra Modi who may change 
his stance once the election results are out, from 
what he said earlier is one thing, may change 
his stance from the work done, the Indian 
republic will remember this obstructions by 
which they did not allow the House to function 
for months together. Dr. Shakeel said that 
the oath ceremony of the new government 
is going to take place. Modiji has invited the 
national leader of our neighbouring country. 
The policy of the Congress Party has been 
when our government was there and before 
that when our government was not there that 
we should have sweet and conidial relations 
with our neighbours. By inviting all the heads 
of our beighbouring countries, Modiji invited 
Prime Minister Navaz Sharif of Pakistan. This 
is matter of his right, such moments have not 
been seen earlier that on the occasion of any 
ministry a foreigner had been invited. I do not 
remember any such occasion. But he invited 
him. We welcome such a step if this is for good 
relationship. But you might remember that 
when Dr. Manmohan Singhji was the Prime 
Minister neither he visited Pakistan nor he 
invited Ashif Zardari Sahib or invited Navaz 
Sharif Sahib. This was because we had kept a 
condition which was also supported by the 

Opposition that as long as the terrorist structure 
that was in Pakistan and which is used for 
terrorist activities on Indian soil or we get signs 
from the Pakistan government that it is working 
against its shutting down it will not promote 
high-level visits.
At the oath-taking ceremony the excitement 
was that of anointing a king, it was good that 
Narendra Modiji was inviting him but at this 
stage he should not forget that the stage is not 
proper for serious talks, there has been no such 
indication has been received from Pakistan in 
which positive indications have been received 
which show reduction of extremist activities by 
the efforts shown by, governments machinery. 
The attack that took place today our consulate 
in Harat in Afghanistan, in that too the forces 
got protection from there. Therefore, we want to 
make them realise that they have shaken hands 
and photographs taken, it may well be printed 
in the newspapers, on TV channels, this is all 
right. But there should not be any serious talks 
as the situation is not cordial enough, because 
as long as Pakistan does not give any sign, till 
then we should not involve in talks. Friday, 
23rd May, 2014.

unfoRtunAte RAil 
ACCiDent

spokesperson: shri Abhishek singhvi: He 
said the Congress Party, Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi - all express deep shock 
and grief at the unfortunate railway accident 
in UP today. We are all anguished at the death 
of passengers in this tragedy and the loss of 
precious lives and the Congress President and 
Congress Vice President have extended their 
deep condolences to the families of those who 
are perished and a very-very quick and full 
recovery to those who are injured. We hope and 
trust that every possible step is being taken to 
ensure the maximum relief and rehabilitation.

Best Wishes 
On behalf of the Congress Party, the Congress 
President, the Congress Vice President, we 
express our warm congratulations and our 
best wishes to the new Prime Minister of this 
country who is about to take his oath in a short 
while and to the Council of Ministers who are 
being sworn in with him. We wish them well. 
We wish that they will toe and achieve public 
interest and national interest and we would 
like to say from here that from being a Prime 
Ministerial candidate of the BJP, Mr. Modi is 
today the Prime Minister of this country in 
a short while after swearing in and that is the 
difference which we note and we expect others 
to act in that spirit.
Lastly, without in any manner detracting from 
the grandeur and significance of this occasion 
for the new Prime Minister and his Council of 

 AICC DIARy Ministers, we would like to say with all humility 
that coercive action whether it is arrest, threat of 
arrests or belligerent criticism of young people 
who play on the social media, who activate 
the social media, who use the social media 
must, if at all it is to be taken, taken extremely 
cautiously sparingly, never hastily and with all 
due regard to all aspects of human rights. Hasty 
and irresponsible action in this arena would be 
highly regrettable. We have reports from across 
the country at least three specific reports from 
Belgaum, from Mumbai and from Goa about 
such coercive action and we hope and trust 
that unless and until the facts are absolutely 
unambiguous and clear cut, great restraint and 
compassion will be shown. With that, as I said 
earlier, we wish the New Prime Minister and 
his Council of Ministers all the very best in the 
service of the country. Monday, 26th May, 2014.

DiVisiVe AgenDA
spokesperson: shri Abhishek singhvi: 
He  said it is clear that all the rhetoric and 
all the camouflage about so-called ‘vikas’, 
‘development’  a phrase by the BJP was just 
that - something only as a camouflage till the 
elections were on. Barely a day after taking the 
oath, we have diverse, divisive agendas nakedly 
out in the front. It is a day of entering the office, 
the first priority which the BJP led government 
could think of is Article 370. According to 
us, each and every comment and statement 
is deliberate, thought out orchestrated and 
intended to politicize and polarize. First the 
Minister of State - no less than the PMO office 
- makes a statement, the statement is on candid 
camera in detail, it is then retracted, then the 
remote control from Nagpur speaks on it, then 
senior leaders of the BJP run to discuss with the 
remote control. This is not a flip flop flip. It is a 
carefully orchestrated attempt to politicize and 
polarize not only in J&K but across the country. 
It is intended to be inflammatory, divisive, and 
provocative and most important the BJP knows 
that they cannot do it. 
The BJP knows that they do not have the 
numbers and the mandate, but it is thrown in 
with a view to state elections. It is thrown in 
with a view to divide and inflame the electorate 
not only as I said there but on a pan- India basis. 
It is most unfortunate that such tactics are used 
so early after an election. It is most unfortunate 
that things which are not politically possible, 
numerically feasible, constitutionally correct, 
are being thrown into to confuse, confound and 
create the polarization and the politicization. 
We condemn it unequivocally and roundly. 
Wednesday, 28th May, 2014.

motion of thAnKs
spokesperson: shri shashi Tharoor: He said 
this morning 16th  Lok Sabha convened very 
solemn and moving occasion  we had a couple 
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of minutes of silence for the tragically departed 
Rural Development Minister Shri Gopinath 
Munde. While obviously that moment of grief 
which was felt more keenly yesterday cast pall 
nonetheless you could see a spirit of democracy 
at work in the way in which Members of all 
parties were greeting each other after the House 
adjourned in mourning. It was wonderful 
affirmation of what Indian democracy is all 
about and even second timer like me had 
satisfaction of guiding one of the 300 odd first 
time MPs. The whole process of renewal of our 
democracy that takes place is really a moving 
spirit to contemplate.
At the same time we are of course looking 
forward to very important session including 
the President’s address  on Monday  and the 
Parliament is gearing itself up for very serious 
work in the days ahead. Secondly I want to say 
very briefly from this podium something that 
you will feel does not need saying which is that 
on behalf of my colleagues in the Congress 
party, we all, congratulate Shri Mallikarjun 
Kharge upon his appointment as the Leader 
of the Congress party in the Lok Sabha. This 
appointment was announced after the last 
briefing, so we have not had a chance to officially 
welcome him to his new responsibilities from 
this podium. He is very distinguished public 
servant and a veteran leader of our country 
and of our party and we welcome him in that 
position.

ConDolenCe
Finally from this podium I just want to 
express deep condolence to the family and 
loved ones of 24 year old Mohsin Sadiq - an 
IT professional who was beaten to death in 
Pune by 7 goons belonging to an outfit that 
calls itself the Hindu Rashtra Sena because 
of apparently derogatory comments about 
Mr. Bal Thackrey on Face book and country 
has come to a point where somebody can be 
beaten to death for what he has said on Face 
book is a very serious indictment of some of 
the extreme beliefs that have been allowed to 
take hold in the imaginations of certain people. 
You all know that I particularly have been 
appreciative publicly and on the record of the 
very conciliatory and inclusive language that 
we have heard from Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi since election but I would say respectfully 
to him and others in his government that clear 
message has not reached everybody. Perhaps a 
message needs to be reinforced and sent down 

the list of people of a certain political persuasion 
that the answer to an opinion is another 
opinion. The answer to a word is another 
word. It is not violence  7 people going around 
claiming in the name of a religion the life of 
another human being. I happened to practice 
that religion myself. I am ashamed that these 
people can use my Hinduism as a justification 
for assaulting somebody for what he has done 
and said on Face book.
Shri Tharoor said let me just again repeat, we 
encourage and repeat our own appreciation 
of the very positive and inclusive language we 
have been hearing from the highest level of 
this government and we urge all concerned to 
ensure that language and spirit behind those 
words is heeded at all levels of those who 
follow this particular set of political beliefs. 
Wednesday, 4th June, 2014.

Rising CRimes AgAinst 
Women

spokesperson: smt. shobha oza: She said that 
the way crime against women are taking place 
and increasing in venires states and the way in 
responsible statements are being wade by our 
leaders are very shameful. In Uttar Pradesh the 
statement is of Akhilesh Yadav or of Mulayam 
Singh ji or be it from the Home Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh, Shri Babulal Gaur. The cases 
of rape and gang rapes are rising in the country. 
In UP, during the post days from Badaiun to 
Bareilly, there have been instance of rape of 
a woman on being gang raped and thereafter 
irresponsible statement by the government 
which is insensitive and shameful. It is sad to 
note that the image of crime against women that 
is being created in the world is very saddening. 
That even incidents that are happening in UP 
or in Rajasthan where there is a woman chief 
minister, where in her own home town there is 
a case of rape or a gang rape, or the case that 
came up in Sawai Madhopur, It seems that if the 
government where the head of the government 
is so insensitive against crimes against women 
then we shall not be able to wipe this case 
from the country. The case in reference to 
Sawai Madhopur had crossed  all limits when 
an MMS of the woman was wade during the 
delivery period and was then circulated all 
over  and after that the concerned department 
wakes accuses, it shows how insensitive is the 

Rajasthan government regarding crime against 
women. Babulal Gaur is the Home Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh where during the past 
ten years more than 31,000 cases of rapes and 
gang rapes have taken place and this state has 
become the leading state in the incidents of 
rapes and gang rapes, and a statement comes 
from the Home Minister of that state that it is 
not possible to control incidents of rapes as the 
rapist commit  crime without pre-information 
thus women have to be prepared to face such 
crimes, they should be taught judo karate and 
other self-defense acts. I would like to ask him 
as to who will train or infront girl of three years 
or an aged woman of 80 years. Is he ready to give 
training in self-defense to all the women in the 
state as the Home Minister of the state. Earlier 
also such in responsible statement have been 
made by other Minister of the MP government. 
One Minister Shri Kailash Vijayvangya had 
said that woman should remain in their limits 
and if they cross the limits (Laxman rekha) 
then the Ravan is present there. This means 
that the MP government which so talk about 
the “Ladli Laxman crime” schemes where the 
chief minister happens to be the Mama (uncle) 
of all the girl children of the state. Do the MP 
government want to convey through the Home 
Minister that they do not have the strength to 
control rape or gang-rapes in the state and they 
do not want to control it either. If he cannot 
control this heinous crime against women 
then he should step down such in responsible 
statements coming from Babulal Gaur or 
Akhilesh Yadav or Mulayam Singh shows that 
they encourage the people who are involved in 
such acts in their states and also indicates the 
law and order situation in their states.
During the past three months there were 1170 
cases of rapes reported in MP and there were 
924 cases reported in Rajasthan. It is surprising 
that during the Lok Sabha election campaign, 
the BJP were making tall claims of stopping 
such crimes by quoting “Bahut hua nari par 
vaar, abki baar Modi sarkar,” This claim had 
given consolation to the women that they would 
be safe if Modi government comes to power. 
But it is a matter of regret that after coming to 
power, the safety of women is not the priority 
in Modi’s list. Thursday, 5th June, 2014.


