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The ethos of our country has been symbolized in the phrase “Sarva Dharm Sambhav”. It is this culture which 
brings about Unity in Diversity and keeps the nation tied in a bond where all people together combine 
for the progress of the country. One needs to wonder at the remarkable foresight that provided the word 

Secular in the preamble to our constitution. It was realized that for the progress of this nation it is necessary to 
have a culture of acceptance and growth of all citizens together. Never before has a need to adhere to this thinking 
been felt more than in the run up to the elections 2014. The level of discourse by leaders of BJP has been reduced 
to such apathetic conditions that it can hit at the very basic fabric of the country. Thousand of Crores of resources 
have been deployed to spread the message of hatred and vicious lies. Besides the fact that this is a waste of resources 
since it does not convey any positive message to the electorate from which it can make up its mind to choose the 
party that it agrees with, it is also against the norms of ethics in a democracy. No one has said anything about the 
Economic Policy, Foreign Policy or other important National issues. Nor has the BJP or its Prime Minister aspirant 
spoken about the magic wand by which they can solve all the problems facing this growing nation overnight. An 
attack on individuals and personalities is only to spread hatred and to divert attention from lack of real issues with 
the leadership of BJP the opposition. Congress has much to be proud of during its ten years in power now and 
its Governments earlier. The people of the country are aware that maximum progress has been achieved during 
the rule of the Congress. In this media dominant time it is possible that the party has faltered in not boasting of 
its achievements loudly enough since it believed that its performance will speak for itself.

The Congress President chose to address the nation through media and shared her concerns with the nation. 
She said:

“I want to share with you what is in my heart, what makes me proud to be Indian, as each of you is a proud 
Indian. Our India is founded on certain core beliefs and values. It is these basic beliefs that have united all of 
us, diverse people, into one nation. I learnt these from you, as you made me one of your own.

What are these values that are the very heart and soul of our motherland? They are Love and Respect, Harmony 
and Brotherhood. In a word, Non-violence.

Living with these feelings for each other across religions, castes, communities, regions, languages, is what makes 
us one strong nation. These have been the bedrock of our progress. These are the essence of our Bharatiyata, our 
Hindustaniyat.

It is this, the very heart and soul of India, that we are fighting to protect in this election, from those who seek 
to change it, and to divide us. We want unity. They want to impose uniformity. They say, “Just believe in ME”.

We say, “Believe in our intentions, in our achievements: a high rate of growth, inclusive development, strong 
democratic institutions.”

We are fighting in this election for a future where power is not the preserve of a select few, but exercised by the many.

Today, our society stands at a cross-roads. The Congress ideology and vision, will continue to take us towards 
a healthy, free democracy open to the light of change and transformation. Their vision, clouded with hatred 
and falsehood, their ideology, divisive and autocratic, will drive us to the ruination of our Bharatiyata, our 
Hindustaniyat.

In this coming election I ask each of you to think from your heart and decide what direction, what path you 
want our country to take”.

The Country celebrates the 123rd Birth Anniversary of Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar on 14th April. Babasaheb 
was a scholar par eminence who was chosen by the founding fathers of our democracy to chair the committee 
which drafted the Constitution of India. A document which has found praise all over the world .It has stood the 
test of time in surviving our democracy. He was the first Law Minister of Independent India.

We also celebrated the 106th Birth Anniversary of Babu Jagjivan Ram the youngest Minister as Labour Minister 
in the provisional cabinet of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru in 1946. Babuji was a freedom fighter and a social reformer. 
He went on to serve as a Minister in various capacities in successive Congress Governments. He was Defence 
Minister of the country during the Indo-Pak war in 1971.He was a highly respected leader throughout his career 
and devoted his life for the betterment of the scheduled castes. v
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That there would be acrimony between rival parties can be expected in a 
toughly fought election. It is also possible that baseless allegations are leveled 
specially against the ruling party by those who are aspiring to take their place. 
But the level of discourse in the elections 2014 is not just below standard but 
appalling in the manner in which almost expletives have been used by the 
BJP, Its Prime Minister candidate, and its extended family of supporters. The 
discourse has been reduced to the level of a street fight. 

Probably this is by a design since the BJP led by its Prime Ministerial candidate 
have nothing to say for them and are doing their best to divert the attention of 
the voting masses by spreading hatred through their speeches and propaganda. 
The people will see through their designs and give them a befitting reply in 
the election.

The Congress does not permit any of its spokespeople to level attacks on the 
persona of the personalities in the election. Tempers run high when leaders and 
representatives of the opposition provoke Congressmen to speak in the defence 
of the party, its policies and leadership. But even in these circumstances the 
Congressmen do not reduce themselves to such levels. The Vice President of 
the Congress has again and again repeated that he wants to spread a message 
of love and not hatred. He wants to unite the country, carry all people together 
and not be divisive. But the free for all by BJP and its Prime Minister Nominee 
who spew their venom as it comes out in their aggression and desperation to 
call the ruling party bad is heard for the first time in the country ever. Huge 
resources have been deployed to vitiate the atmosphere. It has sickened the 
atmosphere in the country and has started a new hate culture in politics. This 
may not be easily repaired and will hit at the basic fabric of our democracy. 
This is not the first time that opposition has come out forcefully against the 
ruling party. But never before, has such language or tactics and widespread lies 
ever been used by leaders of any political party in the history of our country.

Such behavior does not behove a peace loving country like our which has a 
history of culture, peace and healthy democracy. It is possible to convey points 
of view by using civil language and honorable ways which send a correct 
message. But the people chosen to lead by the Principal Opposition party the 
BJP and its Prime Ministerial candidate in this election who has never been 
on the national arena before know no other means except the path they have 
chosen. It is a sad thing for our nation.
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COngREss PREsIDEnT’s ELECTIOn CAmPAIgn 

PATRIOTIsm Is In ThE vEIns Of COngREss: sOnIA gAnDhI

DELhI
ThOsE whO DOn’T unDERsTAnD ThE vALuEs Of 

sECuLARIsm CAn nEvER unDERsTAnD PATRIOTIsm 
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi addressed a huge election rally at the 

historic Ajmal Khan Park in the middle of crowded Karol Bagh in New Delhi 
on 30th March, 2014 as the part of her campaign for the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha polls-2014 while addressing the massive crowd she said patriotism is 
in the vein of every Congress worker.  Smt. Sonia Gandhi warned the “aam 
aadmi” not to fall prey to promises of Aam Aadmi Party. She also lashed 
out at BJP by saying patriotism only lies in the speeches of BJP leaders.

“They want to take society to the path of darkness and oppression. I have 
complete trust in you. I am fully assured that you won’t commit any mistake 
but give your full support to Congress,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi said.

She said Hakheem Ajmal Khan was the symbol of Delhi’s mixed culture. 
He fully supported the unity of Hindu and Muslim. He was the Congress 

president and was one of the pillars of Congress. We get inspiration from 
such great personality even today. Everybody competes in election and when 

results come out someone wins and someone loses.

She further said “We are proud that all our leaders have fought to protect nation’s 
dignity in eye of the world. This is the result of hard work of your ancestors. 
Whenever I remembered them I feel they are much greater than us”.   I am in 
the politics to take forward this tradition. Our mixed culture is more important 

election campaign

India, the world’s largest democracy is going to general elections 
to elect their new government. The elections are being held 

for 543 Parliamentary seats all over the country and the party 
which gets majority of at least 272 seats forms the government. 
The Congress-led United Progressive Alliance was in power at the 
centre for the past ten years. All the eyes of the world are on these 
general elections and all are anxiously waiting for the results. 
These elections are very important as these elections are based on 
different ideologies. On the one side is the Congress-led UPA which 
believes in secularism and wants to take along all 
class and sections of people forward and on the other 
s ide  i s the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance 
which is today a combination of communal 
parties. Therefore, people of India have to think 
t w ice before casting their vote and to 

elect their choice of party and 
candidate.

To keep these communal 
and divisive forces at bay, 

the Congress president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh and Congress Vice-president, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi are working vigourously by campaigning throughout the 
country and asking the people to vote and support Congress in the 
Lok Sabha elections. The Congress President in her election tour 
of the country campaigned at Haryana, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, 
Gujarat and Delhi.
The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh campaigned in Assam, 
the state which he represents, Kerala and Uttar Pradesh.
The Congress Vice-president, Shri Rahul Gandhi has been on a 
hectic tour of the country and giving more than five speeches in a 
day to make the people aware of the false promises being made by 
leaders of BJP attracting people by his loud speeches. Shri Rahul 
Gandhi campaigned in Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, West 
Bengal, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Bihar, 
Karnataka, Delhi, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and 
Tamilnadu.

The final results will be out on 16th May, 2014. 
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election campaign

to me than power. Authority is only a source. 
One can work for the welfare of the people 
when motive is right but when motive is 
wrong then it can destroy everyone. There 
are people who work with bad motive in 
our country.

T he  C ong re ss  Pre s i d e nt  t he n  s a i d ,   
“Patriotism may be a mere talking subject 
for the BJP leaders. Whether you believe it 
or not patriotism is in the veins of Congress 
which we are proud of. Those who don’t 
understand our unity don’t understand 
the belief of patriotism. Those who don’t 
understand the values of secularism can 
never understand patriotism”, she added.

“Some people are beating the drums of 
patriotism now days. I can say this with full 
confidence that you can learn patriotism 
from Congress leaders who had sacrificed 
their lives for the country,” asserted Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi.

She also took a dig on AAP by saying politics 
is not a child’s play. “There are some who 
think running a government is a child’s play 
but you know how they ran away few days 
back.” “On the one hand there is extremist 
ideology on other hand there is Congress 
who treats everyone equal,’’ Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi warned.

She also mentioned that UPA government 
under the leadership of Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh has done many historic 

works for development of the people.  
We have implemented numerous 
schemes for the welfare of the society. 
I don’t want to list them as you know 
it very well.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
also listed some the promises made 
by Congress in its manifesto, such as 
Right to health and Right to Shelter.  
While concluding her address, she said 
Congress is always with you and will 
remain with you.

hARyAnA
BJP ‘misleading’ people 
to grab Prime Minister’s 
chair, says Sonia Gandhi at 
Mewat rally
mewat: Whenever I come to Mewat, 
the strong memory of our brave leaders 
from here, who sacrificed their lives for 

our country’s freedom, come to my mind. 
Congress President and UPA Chairperson 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi launched her election 
campaign in Haryana for the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha polls by addressing a mega rally 
at Mewat on 31st March, 2014. Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi said the BJP’s 
only goal is to grab the Prime Minister’s 
chair for which it was “misleading people” 
and shedding crocodile tears. She further 
said “This is election time and we are all 
standing at a crucial phase today where 
one must decide on our country’s future. 
We must decide whether we want to take 
our country forward by strengthening our 
democracy by adhering to our ideology of 
love, brotherhood or do we need an ideology 
that divides the nation and its people. Our 
country has never faced such a serious 
challenge ever before and so we all must take 
decision after proper thinking”.

They have sent up huge campaign balloons 
and have been talking very big things. They 
have been trying to cover their real face 
with false propagandas. BJP sees just one 
thing, the PM’s chair and they try to fool 
people with wrong facts”, said the Congress 
President.

She said “Only those who have a noble heart 
and courage to sacrifice can build a nation.  
People whose minds are filled with hatred 

can never do it. How nation building can 
be possible by those who divide the country 
and its people? She asserted, “The history 
of Congress and the works done by us are 
before the people. No one can ignore the 
works done by the Congress before and after 
independence”.

On the achievement of Haryana Government 
she said “In the last ten years of the 
Congress-led UP and Haryana government’s 
regime, we have done a lot for Mewat’s 
progress. You can judge yourself about 
it once you compare what we have done 
and what our opposition parties had done 
during their rule whether it is the matter 
of making Mewat a district, improving 
drinking water facilities or education. Apart 
from establishing Medical college, poly-
technic and IIT here, we also have opened 
a regional centre of Maulana Abdul Kalam 
Azad University at Mewat. I am also happy 
to gather that more than 50000 women here 
are now connected with Self Help Group for 
women. We could achieve these with the 
support of the people and the determined 
efforts by the Congress”.

On central government, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
continued,  “ The UPA government at 
the Centre  has  implemented several 
programmes and policies for the welfare 
of the people, than any other previous 
non-Congress governments.  We gave the 
people right to job, right to education, right 
to information and right to food. These 
policies made people more confident and 
have transformed their lives”.

“Our manifesto has promised some new 
initiatives including right to health and 
right to shelter which would be highly 
beneficial for the poor and downtrodden. 
We want to maintain our economic growth 
by increasing our production so that the 
aspirations of our youth can be fulfilled. We 
also intend to ensure social security for the 
workers in the unorganised sectors and also 
envisage a pension scheme for widows, old 
aged and disabled persons”, informed the 
Congress President.

“For Congress, this election is not just 
for development and progress. For us, 
this is a battle to protect the values of 
our constitut ion which was given to 
us by our great freedom fighters and 
legendary leaders.  Our constitution not 
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only underlines the principle of unity 
in diversity but also teaches to respect 
everyone. We will fight for unity in this 
election. We will fight for a country where 
no one fights against each other but will live 
in harmony”, she underlined and added, “We 
must fight for an India where everyone has 
equal rights without any discrimination of 
caste, language, region or religion. We will 
fight for an India which is secular and every 
citizen will feel that they are just Indians. 
We will fight for such a country which will 
never belong just to a handful of people but 
we want a nation where every citizen has 
equal place and rights”.

While concluding her speech Congress 
President said “I request all of you not to 
fall in traps of the people who spread false 
propagandas and ensure each and every 
single vote for the Congress party”.

BIhAR
UPA has fulfilled most of its 
promises
Sasaram: Congress President and UPA 
Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi launched 
her campaign for upcoming Lok Sabha 
polls in Bihar by addressing a massive first 
election rally at Sasaram in Bihar on 3rd 
April, 2014. 

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
accusing Bihar Chief Minister for “trying to 
project himself as the messiah of secularism 
to hide his government’s failures”. Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi did take credit for making 
Sasaram candidate Smt. Meira Kumar the 
country’s first woman Lok Sabha speaker.  

She said “entire Bihar, especially this region, 
has produced many brave leaders who had 
an active role in our great freedom struggle. 
Our leaders also fought very hard to uplift 
the downtrodden after independence.  The 
efforts by Babu Jagjeevan Ram for the 
development of this region and welfare 
of its people are known to all of you. You 
also are aware of the struggle he put in to 
find solution to the scarcity of irrigation 
water here. Realising this serious issue 
of the farmers here, he had started the 
construction of Karamchat dham. Though 
the construction was stopped in between, 
now Meira Kumar j i  inter vened and 

resumed work and now the project is 
nearing completion. Once the dam will be 
in operation it will be a great relief for our 
farmers here and I am sure it will transform 
their lives”.

She further said that “I am happy that Meira 
Kumar has been following the footsteps 
of Babu Jag Jivan Ram ji and putting her 
sincere efforts for the development of this 
region”. 

Slamming BJP, the Congress President 
said,  “Nowadays,  the BJP leaders are 
talking big and mislead people by saying 
they are responsible for each and every 
development in our country. They try to 
spread that no development took place ever 
before, under anybody. But the fact is that 
it is the Congress party which laid a strong 
foundation for development across the 
country, including Bihar and Gujarat and 
it is due to this that today India is standing 
atop the world, holding its head high”.

“Congress always fought to maintain social 
a n d  c o m m u n a l 
harmony so that 
t h e r e  w o u l d 
b e  p e a c e  a n d 
development in our 
country. BJP does 
not  rea l i se  that 
without peace and 
harmony a nation 
can never progress. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y, 
they spread hatred 
and pit one against 
a n o t h e r.  T h e i r 
u l t imate  a im i s 
just to grab power, 
at any cost. They 
w ant  p e op l e  t o 
speak what they 
want them to, want 
people to do what 
they ask them to 
do; must see what 
they show them. 
For  t h e m ,  on ly 
their ideology is 
correct and wants 
everyone believes 
in it.  They try to 
propagate that only 
their vision is right 
and everything else 
is wrong. They do 

not want to respect the real vision and 
centuries-old ideology of India. Is this 
democracy? argued Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

The Congress President did not spare JDU 
either and said, “We also must be cautious 
about those, who frequently change their 
colours. There are parties who were with 
BJP till yesterday, but became secular, all 
of a sudden. These people level baseless 
allegations against us just to cover up their 
faults”

“We don’t have a Congress government 
here in Bihar since long. But the Congress-
led UPA government at the Centre, in the 
past 10 years, extended all possible help 
and financial aid to Bihar. You know better 
whether those funds, sent for development 
of this state, were used properly or not”, 
said Smt. Sonia Gandhi adding “We want 
all citizens to live with pride holding his 
head high”. 

Praising the UPA Government, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said, “The Central government 
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under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, did fulfil most of the promises 
made in our manifesto for 2004 and 2009 
elections”, said Smt. Sonia Gandhi and 
then continued her attack on BJP. “Our 
opponents, who themselves are indulging 
in huge corruption, level baseless allegation 
against the Congress party; but they will 
never tell you that it was the Congress 
which implemented the most powerful 
weapon to fight corruption – the Right to 
Information Act. Every person is now legally 
entitled to gather any information regarding 
government functioning”.

“Congress, truly adhering to its ideology, 
will continue to put in our sincere efforts 
for the development of our country and 
welfare of its people. Transforming the lives 
of common people will always be our focus”, 
said the UPA Chairperson. 

We are passing through a tough phase. We 
are under grave challenges. So, you must 
take a decision after proper thoughts and 
thorough introspection. Just remember; 
those people who frequently change their 
masks from time to time, is not with you but 
they are just power hungry. They are after 
posts. “Those people who frequently change 
their masks from time to time, is not with 
you but they are just power hungry. They are 
after posts”, reminded Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
while concluding her address.

mADhyA 
PRADEsh
Elections fight is 
between ideologies 
not parties
Sidhi (madhya pradesh) 
: Congress President Smt. 
S onia  Gandhi  on 3rd 
April ,2014 said that this 
General Election is being 
fought on two ideologies 
- one a divisive force and 
other a cementing one.

Congress President and 
UPA chairperson Smt. 
S onia  Gandhi  v i s i ted 
Sidhi, Madhya Pradesh to 
address a huge election 
rally. While addressing 
the masses she lashed out 
at BJP by saying, BJP is 
filled with hatred, greed 

and hunger for power and they work for the 
development of a handful of people.

Congress President said that “Congress has 
always been fighting for the rights of weaker 
sections of the society along with poor, 
tribal and women.  
We  h a v e  t a k e n 
strong steps for their 
betterment. Indira ji 
had taken so many 
b e n e f i c i a l  s t e p s 
for empowerment, 
when Arjun Singh 
j i  was the CM of 
Madhya Pradesh.

She further said that 
“We have passed the 
Tribal bill as it gives 
the Adivasis rights 
in forest as well as 
on land. We recently 
have implemented 
r e v i s e d  L a n d 
Acquisition Law and 
from now onwards 
nob o dy  c an  t a ke 
away Tribals’ land 
forcibly. One has to 
take the permission 
f rom  y ou ,  G r a m 
S a b h a  a n d  n e e d 
to  g ive  ade qu ate 

compensation”. 

“Congress doesn’t give false promises; you 
all know this very well.  We have delivered 
on our promises made in our earlier 
manifestos in 2004 and 2009. Congress 
always works to transform the lives of the 
poor.” She said.

Congress President said “I want to ask 
the opposition on what basis they level 
allegations against us.”  Launching a scathing 
attack on BJP, Sonia Gandhi said that the 
Congress is  being accused of corruption 
but it was rampant in Madhya Pradesh. 
“Ministers and government employees are 
involved in corruption cases. The Madhya 
Pradesh Professional Examination Board 
(MPPEB) scam has come up. Mafia is ruling 
the roost”.  Madhya Pradesh is on top in 
malnutrition in kids,” she said.

Apparently referring to Madhya Pradesh 
BJP government charges that Central 
government is discriminating against it, 
she said that UPA government has sent 
ample money to the state. People would be 
in a position to tell that whether the funds 
reached them, she said. Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
also slammed the state BJP government for 
not judiciously using the funds meant for 
people’s welfare.
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She also added the crime against women 
is maximum in this state. Mining mafia is 
ruling this state. They shamelessly spread 
lies.

“BJP is filled with hatred, greed and hunger 
for power. They work for the development 
of a handful of people.” She noted.  “Our 
vision is for a free society.” UPA chairperson 
said impact fully.

C o n g r e s s  p r e s i d e nt  s a i d  t h e  U PA 
government has given many rights to the 
people - Right to Information, the Right to 
Food and the Land Acquisition Bill among 
others. Congress have always kept in mind 
the Dalit and women.

While concluding her speech she said that 
Congress ideology gives fresh rays of hope 
and unity. Now it’s up to people to decide 
which ideology they want for the country”.  
“I am confident that you will make the right 
choice and will support Congress which 
takes everyone along.” 

JhARkhAnD
Sonia Gandhi at 
Congress rally in 
Jharkhand slams 
BJP, says Peace 
is essential for 
development
Ramgarh (Jharkhand): 
Congress President and 
UPA Chairperson, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi launched a 
blistering attack on BJP 
for spreading lies and 
rumours to grab power. 
While addressing a 

Congress rally 
in Ramgarh in 
Jhark hand  on 
4th April, 2014, 
t h e  C o n g r e s s 
P r e s i d e n t 
s l a m m e d  B J P 
for making false 
prom i s e s  an d 
misleading the 
people.

“Nowadays, the 
BJP leaders are 
talking big and 
mislead people 

by saying no development took 
place till now and they will bring 
about rapid progress as soon as 
they come to power.  They make 
huge promises to the people on 
development as if no development ever took 
place in India” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi and 
added, “I wonder whether we need to decide 
our Prime Minister based on his ability to 
mislead the people and spread lies more 
effectively. Politics is linked with the service 
to the human kind, on development of the 
country and welfare of the poor. Nobody 
should have any right in democracy to stoop 
so low, to grab power”.  

She also urged Maoists to shun violence and 
join the mainstream of the society. “Peace is 
essential for development. Violence of any 

form is a hindrance in the path 
of progress. I therefore urge 

my brothers and sisters who 
lost their way, to shun the 
path of violence and join the 
mainstream”, she said.

We realise the contributions 
of our farmers who shed 

their sweat and blood 
for developing our 

c o u n t r y 
a n d  w e 
therefore 
g a v e 
s p e c i a l 
f o c u s  t o 
i n c r e a s e 
t h e 

facilities of 
i r r i g a t i o n 

a n d 
e l e c t r i c i t y. 

Apart from that we also increased the MSP 
for their crops, more than even before.

We  i m p l e m e n t e d  m o s t  o f  t h e 
recommendations of the Sachar committee 
aiming at the welfare of minorities. Our 
Prime minister himself  monitors the 
progress of the 15-point programme for 
minorities.

The Congress President then detailed the 
achievements of the Congress-led UPA 
government in the last 10 years. “We made 
a special law to protect the rights of Tribals 
in forest lands. We also brought in policies 
aimed at the welfare and upliftment of Dalits 
and Adivasis.  She further said Mahatma 
Gandhi NREGA, Right to Education, The 
Food Security law and many more inclusive 
growth programme were implemented by 
the Congress-led UPA Government.

 She also talked about corruption and said 
“Corruption is one of the dreaded diseases 
and if any party has taken a serious step 
to fight it, that is the Congress party.  We 
have given people a powerful tool to fight 
corruption, the RTI, which allows every 
citizen to gather any information about 
government functioning. We also made 
strong and stringent law to curb atrocities 
and domestic violence against our women” 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi said ‘Nowadays, the 
BJP leaders are talking big and mislead 
people by saying no development took place 
till now and they will bring about rapid 
progress as soon as they come to power.  
They make huge promises to the people on 
development as if no development ever took 
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place in India.

I wonder whether we need to decide our 
Prime Minister based on his ability to 
mislead the people and spread lies more 
effectively. Politics is linked with the service 
to the human kind, on development of the 
country and welfare of the poor. Nobody 
should have any right in democracy to 
stoop so low, to grab power. Our country 
is passing through a testing phase now. It is 
now, our joint responsibility, to take a call 
about our nation’s future. Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said while concluding her speech.

mAhARAshTRA
The ideology of BJP, Shiv Sena 
is divisive
Bhandara, Maharashtra: Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi visited Bhandara, 
Maharashtra to addressed a huge election 
rally as part of her campaign for the 
general elections on 5th April, 2014. While 
addressing the masses she said UPA 
has taken many historical steps for the 
betterment of the people. Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi also lashed out at BJP and Shiv Sena 
by saying they make people fight.

She said “Naxalism is a big menace in the 
country. I know places like Ghadchiroli 
which face this challenge. We have taken 
many steps to deal with this problem 
and I believe nothing can be solved with 
violence. We need to train youth, develop 
the infrastructure and spread awareness in 
the society”.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that whole country 
is progressing rapidly but our opposition 
is not seeing development or they attack 
every movement for development. Was 

the freedom struggle 
l e d  b y  C o n g r e s s 
w r o n g ?  Wa s  t h e 
i n du s t r i a l i z at i on 
done by Pt. Nehru 
w r o n g ?  Wa s  t h e 
nationalization of 
banks by Indira Gandhi wrong? Was the IT 
revolution brought by Rajiv Gandhi wrong? 
Were the strong steps taken by our leaders 
for nation building wrong? Did India 
become superpower itself?

We should be proud of what we have done 
for development of the country. BJP and 
Shiv Sena only believe in beating drums. 
They want to suppress the major issues by 
beating their drums. We don’t believe in the 
politics of beating drums. But we believe 
in developed, healthy, educated India. 
Congress has always fought for this. UPA 
chairperson noted.

Sonia Gandhi also said that this election is 
a fight between ideologies. “The ideology of 
BJP and Shiv Sena which divide the people 
is on one side and there is Congress... 
The ideology of BJP, Shiv Sena promotes 
extremism while our ideology spreads 
brotherhood and harmony”, Congress 
President said while concluding the speach.

ODIshA
Sonia Gandhi blasts BJD 
government in Odisha, appeals 
to people to vote carefully

election campaign



Congress sandesh | 10 | april 2014

Khariar, odisha: Congress president and 
UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 
5th April, 2014 launched a blistering attack 
on both BJP and the BJD while addressing 
a election rally at Khariar in Odisha as 
part of her campaign for upcoming Lok 
Sabha polls.  Congress president Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi criticised the Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD)-led government in Odisha for failing 
to use central funds appropriately for the 
development of the region, and appealed 
to the people to vote judiciously.

“The UPA Government allocated thousands 
of crores of rupees under MGNREGA so 
that people could have jobs here and would 
not have had to go elsewhere in search of a 
job. The fact is that the present government 
in the state is involved in corruption and 
has siphoned off crores of rupees under 
this programme which the Supreme Court 
is probing. The same thing happened in 
the mid-day meal scheme where crores of 
money were swindled,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said. She said development could have been 
much faster and better had her 
party been in government in t h e 
state.

Smt .  S onia  Gand hi  a l s o 
s l a m m e d  t h e  B J P  f o r 
hoodwinking the  voters 
w it h  fa l s e  and  hol low 
promises and launching 
a t irade against the 
UPA based with lies 
and false facts. The 
Congress President 
also informed that 
her party’s manifesto 
for the 2014 general 
elect ion of fers free 
health care and right 
to shelter for every poor 
family if it is voted back 
to power at the Centre.

She  a l s o  said  in  her 
blistering attack on the 
BJD government in the 
state for its complicity 
in the huge mining scam 
that was worth several 
lakh crores of rupees and 
said it  was a pity that 
people of this mineral-
rich state did not get any 

benefit from the mining sector which was 
allowed to be looted in such brazen manner. 

She also reminded the significant role Rahul 
Gandhi played in defending the rights of 
the tribal people in Niyamgiri and said 
Congress has always been on the side of 
the poor, dalits and tribals and had brought 
legislations for their welfare and their rights 
to food security, forest, land  and livelihood. 
“It was Rahul Gandhi who had visited 
Niyamgiri when the tribals were in trouble” 
said the Congress President.

She outlined that several new welfare 
promises have been taken up in Congress’ 
manifesto and therefore it was upon the 
people to not come under any influence of 
any party which makes promises and then 
go back on them once the elections are over.

“We have made a promise in our manifesto 
that we will provide you free health care 
and all the expenses will be borne by the 
government. We also plan to give you a 
proper shelter as we understand that many 
of you do not have,” Smt. Sonia said.

Appealing to the people not to fall into the 
trap of hollow and fake promises dished out 
by the BJP, Smt. Sonia Gandhi urged the 
voters to support Congress in all Lok Sabha 

and Assembly constituencies in the state.

uTTAR PRADEsh
Amethi has emerged as the 
education hub
a m e t h i :  Te n  y e a r s  a f t e r  s h e 

fol lowed in the footsteps of 
her mother-in-law, Indira 

Gandhi,  and “gave her 
son to Amethi”, Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi 
braved bad weather and 
returned to the town on 
19th April, 2014, this time 
to campaign for her son 
and party vice-president 
Rahul Gandhi.  Storm and 
rain delayed her first rally 
in Amethi in a decade by 
more than two hours but 
a determined Smt. Sonia 
landed at  Fursatganj 
airstrip in Rae Bareli 
and drove nearly 80 km 

to reach Nand Mahar in Gauriganj, the 
venue of the rally.

Congress President was welcomed with 
slogans of “Tyaag ki devi” (epitome of 
sacrifice) by waiting the partymen. 

”Today I recall the days when Rajiv ji 
was your MP. The people of Amethi have 
contributed to the history of India. It was 
you that gave India a development-oriented 
Prime Minister,” she said.

’I gave you my son, hope you’ll support him’

Smt. Sonia said by sticking to Congress, 
Amethi had emerged as an education hub 
and got mega food park schemes giving 
employment to 40,000 people, six national 
highway projects and self-help groups to 
empower women.

”It feels like yesterday when Indira and Rajiv 
came to Amethi and she told you she was 
giving Amethi another son. In the same 
spirit, I handed over my son Rahul to you in 
2004. Both Rahul and Priyanka have a lot of 
affection from you. He (Rahul) has worked 
for Amethi with dedication and love. I hope 
you will support him and the others of 
Congress, as has been Amethi’s tradition.”

Launching an open attack on the BJP, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said this was an election 
of ideologies where BJP’s “communal 
and divisive ideology” was pitted against 
Congress’s “secular” thought process.

”BJP is doing everything to malign the 
image of Congress. They claim we have 
done no development. Do you believe that is 
true? It is not. The right to education, rural 
job guarantee and right to food are schemes 
Congress launched,” he said.

“This election is a battle of ideologies. BJP’s 
ideology makes people fight and promotes 
extremism. They discriminate people on the 
basis of religion, region and caste”, she said.

“On the other hand there is Congress 
ideology which treats everyone equally 
and takes all forward with unity. I am 
confident that you will support this vision 
and ideology of the Congress.  I am sure 
you will support Rahul Gandhi and all 
our candidates and make them win with 
handsome margins”, hoped Sonia Gandhi.

The UPA Chairperson also highlighted 
various pro-poor policies of the Centre. 
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“UPA govt. has taken several landmark 
steps, implemented various schemes and 
launched a number of policies in the last ten 
years. You know about this very well. It is the 
Congress government which enacted Right 
to education law to ensure free education 
for the children in the age of 6 to 14. People 
could secure jobs rural areas using our right 
to job scheme. Food security bill guarantees 
food grains to every poor at subsidized 
price. Land acquisition bill ensures right of 
land to tribals, farmers and poor. Now, no 
one can snatch your land away without your 
permission”, said the Congress President.

“We have taken strong actions against the 
corrupt. I want to ask BJP whether they 
took any such actions against their corrupt 
leaders. This is not all. BJP is coming up with 
all types of baseless allegations against us. 
They also spread that no development took 
place post independence”, argued Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and continued, “Were hospitals, 

roads, flyovers, educational institutions, 
technical institutions just dropped from 
the sky?  Had the Green revolution, white 
revolution, atomic research, IT revolution 
taken place by any magic?” and asserted, “In 
fact, all these achievements are the results 
of Congress policies and struggle”.

wEsT BEngAL
Sonia Gandhi in West Bengal: 
Only Congress can give a 
secular government
R a i g a n j ,  We s t  B e n g a l :  We  n e e d  a 
government which will work for all and 
take everyone together, forward. We need 
a government which believes on secular 
values. Only Congress can provide such a 
govt.” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the Congress 
President and UPA Chairperson, while 
addressing a party election rally at Raiganj 
in West Bengal.

“This is election time, every political parties 

are busy in it. But there are some parties, 
especially the BJP, whose prime motive is 
to level baseless allegation against Congress. 
They are crossing every limit to mislead the 
people”, said the Congress President and 
added, “In order to grab Prime Minister 
post they are creating a buzz throughout 
the country. It seems they don’t have any 
interest in social, political and economical 
issues. To give them authority to run the 
country is a question of worry.”

Taking on the present Trinamool Congress 
government in the state,  Smt.  Sonia 
Gandhi said, “UPA govt. at the Centre 
had sanctioned an AIMS hospital for this 
state but earlier Left Front and the present 
TMC govt. failed to provide the land for it 
till date.” “Every person works hard for his 
family and saves money for a better future. 
But Chit-fund companies with help of state 
govt. have looted more than 18 lakh families. 
You know very well about the worsening 
law and order conditions in the state” she 
continued.

“Only unemployed people can understand 
the value of jobs. We do understand this 
issue and therefore, enacted MNREGA 
scheme which guarantees minimum 100 
days employment in rural areas and it 
also curbs migration. If West Bengal govt. 
implemented these schemes properly then 
your people could have secured a job here 
itself. But sadly, whether it’s Left or TMC, 
both have neglected such development 
schemes”, lamented Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

About the future plans of the Congress 
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the party President informed, “We need 
to do implement many such projects to 
transform the livelihood of the poor. We, 
in our Manifesto, have promised Right 
to Health, Right to Shelter for every 
poor. We also plan to design pension 
schemes for senior citizens and physically 
disabled people. We will be establishing 
2000 dedicated women police stations 
throughout the country and we also will 
ensure that 25% of the police persons 
are women. We also intend to provide 
technical training to youth and give them 
employment. We also will support small 
industries too. We need your support to 
implement these schemes.”

Congress wants the participation of more 
and more people in the democracy and 
took several measures in this direction.

It was Rajiv Gandhi ji  who gave the 
right to vote from the age of 18. He had 
strengthened the Panchayat raj and gave 
reservation for women for the first time. 
He brought the IT and telecom revolution 
in the country. as a result, today, every 
school has computers and every person 
owns a mobile.

Development has always been the prime 
focus for the Congress party. Congress-led 
UPA government waived off the loan of 
the poor farmers worth millions of rupees. 
It also ensured that electricity, roads and 
drinking water facilities are available in 

rural areas. We also 
enacted stringent 
law to curb atrocities 
against women.

We have granted 
right to education 
to the children from 
age 6 to 14. We also 
implemented mid 
day meal  scheme 
f o r  m i l l i o n s  o f 
school children. We 
have enacted the 
food security bil l 
so that no one in 
our country lives in 
hunger. The UPA 
govt .  brought  in 
several such welfare 
schemes.

We have extended 
t h e  c o r p u s  o f 
M a u l a n a  A z a d 
Foundat ion by  3 
times and provided 
s c h o l a r s h i p  f o r 
minority girls. We 
also provide loan at 
low rates for them 
for the first time. 
We also constituted 
a  corporat ion to 
monitor the Waqf board properties.

We need to do implement many such 
projects to transform the livelihood of the 
poor. We, in our Manifesto, have promised 

Right to Health, Right to 
Shelter for every poor. We 
also plan to design pension 
schemes for senior citizens 
and  phy s i c a l ly  d i s ab l e d 
people.

We will be establishing 2000 
dedicated  women pol ice 
s t at ions  t hroug hout  t he 
countr y and we also wil l 
ensure that 25 % of the police 
persons are women. We also 
intend to provide technical 
training to youth and give 
them employment. We also 
will support small industries 
too. We need your support 
to implement these schemes.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi urged the 
people to support Congress 
and elect party candidates for 
development of the country 
and welfare of the people.
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guJARAT
Sonia Gandhi lashes out at 
BJP for its divisive ideology. 
Only Congress works for every 
section of the society
Valsad, gujarat:  Addressing a large 
gathering of tribal, Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, who arrived at the 
sprawling ground at Jujva village on 24th 
April, 2014, said, “The BJP want to bring 
swarg (heaven) on this earth. But they 
forgot that it was Congress who actually 
brought prosperity in Gujarat with the 
development of dams like Ukai, Daman-
Ganga and industrial development in 
Jaghadia, Bharuch, Ankleshwar and Vapi” 

C ongress  Pres ident  said  “C ongress 
has always fought for the tribal and 
poor. Congress gave tribals the Tribal 
act to protect their lands. We enacted 
Land Acquisition bill to stop forcible 
land grabbing and to ensure proper 
compensation. No one can take your land 
without your permission and you get 4 
times more compensation than the market 
rate for the land acquired.”

She further said, “The set up of Amul 
diary took place during the period of 
Congress regime. Congress gave Tenancy 
Act & Agricultural Land Ceiling Act for 
the tribal of Gujarat. In 1967 Indira Ji gave 
17,000 acre land to Tribals of Gujarat. How 
reservation in jobs could have possible had 
Congress not implemented it?

“BJP follows the footsteps of an organization 
which does not believe in the ‘Ganga 
Jamuna’ culture of the India. They spread 
hatred and anger in the society through 
their extremism. This ideology breaks 
the mix Indian culture,” said Congress 
President and UPA chairperson Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi at a Valsad election rally.

“BJP wants just power and they never 
bother about the poor,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
slammed BJP.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi also emphasized, 
“Country is made not in just one day; 
we need vision, determination, kindness 
and will power to build a nation. We 
always fought against such an ideology 
which divides nation and its people. This 
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AssAm
Sivasagar (assam): In his first campaign 
rally for this general election, Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, who steps down at the end 
of his 10-year tenure in May, on 29th March, 
2014 criticised the BJP saying it has always 
played “a destructive role”.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, while 
addressing a rally for Congress’ candidate 
from Khumtai in Assam, described the 
opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as a 
divided house without any direction.

”Their centre of attention is just one man,” he 
said in a reference to BJP’s prime ministerial 
candidate Narendra Modi.

”While in opposition, they have always played 
a destructive role. How can a party which 
divides the society give a good government?” 
he asked.

Addressing the public rally here, the prime 
minister said poverty declined three times 
faster under the Congress-led United 
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government.

”No other decade has recorded as much 
development as there has been in the last 10 
years,” he said in a reedy voice.

The prime minister also said special 
attention was given to the marginalised and 
underprivileged in the society during his 
two terms.

He also listed the achievements of his 
government in sectors like health, agriculture, 
education and infrastructure development.

Dr.  Manmohan Singh said the  UPA 

PRImE mInIsTER’s ELECTIOn CAmPAIgn

BJP hAs ALwAys PLAyED 
DEsTRuCTIvE ROLE: PRImE mInIsTER 
DR mAnmOhAn sIngh

government had laid special emphasis 
on the youth and several steps 
were taken to provide them skill 
training.

He admitted the failure of his 
government to check price rise “as 
much as was expected” and dismissed 
the allegations of corruption during the 
UPA’s tenure, and said that no government 
in the past had worked as much as his to 
check graft.

”We have ensured that the guilty in all 
instances are punished. We want to 
bring more acts to tighten the noose, 
but the BJP has not been cooperating,” he 
said.

Look beyond the din of electoral 
noise to see our work: PM in 
Assam
tezpur: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
was in Assam on 29th March, 2014 on an 
electoral campaign. He urged voters in 
Tezpur to look beyond the “din of electoral 
noise” to “see the reality”.

“Compare the work done by Congress and 
non-Congress governments before you cast 
your votes. Sometimes the good work gets 
drowned in the din of electoral noise,” he said.

“I agree in some sectors, we could not achieve 
as much as we should have but we have made 
sincere efforts to fulfill your wishes and live 
up to your expectations,” he added.

The Prime Minister claimed that between 
2004 and 2011, poverty declined three times 
faster and that the development India had 

seen in the past decade was more than in any 
other decade.

kERALA
Left’s policies slowing down 
growth
Kochi: Policies of the Left were responsible 
for both slowdown in growth and the decline 
in the popularity of the parties across India, 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said in 
Kochi on 6th April, 2014.

“You (Kerala residents) have experienced the 
Left government here. Their major problem is 
that they are unable to change their policies 
with changing times. Their policies slow 
down growth,” Dr. Manmohan Singh said 
at a rally.

The prime minister said the Left was voted 
out of Kerala and in West Bengal because of 
these wrong policies.

“People understand that Left dogmas have 
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to change and unless they decide to change, 
their decline will continue,” he said.

Manmohan Singh arrived here in the coastal 
town on 6th April, 2014 afternoon, where his 
cabinet colleague K.V. Thomas is taking on 
former Indian Administrative Service officer 
Christy Fernandes, an independent candidate 
backed by the Left.

Fernandes was secretary to former president 
Smt. Pratibha Patil.

Manmohan Singh also said that in a pluralistic 
society like Kerala, a “divisive” party like the 
Bharatiya Janata Party had no place.

“Polit ics of  violence adopted by our 
adversaries has been most condemnable. 
Kerala will not tolerate this. And with the 
Left parties unable to do anything, it’s only 
the Congress that can stop the BJP,” the prime 
minister said.

On his party’s performance, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh said that in the past one decade, the 
Congress-led government has invested more 
than Rs.70,000 crore in various projects 
across Kerala.

“Kerala has always been dear to us in Delhi 
and we have always been considerate to the 
needs and demands of the state,” he said.

The prime minister also said he was most 
fortunate to lead India for the past decade and 
said the country scaled new heights during 
the period.

“I have worked with honesty and commitment 
and I am happy that the growth India has 
achieved in this period was much higher 
than what the country achieved since 
independence. At the time of elections, it’s 
quite natural for others to mislead,” he said.

Stating that even though the Congress-led 
government has been accused of corruption, 
“no other government has taken a strong 
stand against corruption like we have”.

“We have a lso  booked 
people who have indulged in 
it. The Right To Information 
is the biggest weapon to find 
out how the government 
works. Some parties did 
not help us when we came 
out with policies to curb 
corruption,” he said.

In Telangana, 
Manmohan Singh targets BJP, 
Narendra Modi
Campaigning for the first time in the newly 
formed state of Telangana, PM Manmohan 
Singh on 26th April, 2014 accused the BJP 
of playing divisive politics.

At a public meeting in Bhongir, Nalgonda 
district, Dr. Singh said, “BJP’s leaders make 
such provocative statements and later try to 
distance themselves from them. I believe it is 
an attempt to divide society. The statements 
come at a time when other states are voting 
and BJP feels divisive politics will benefit 
them.”

Elections to 119 assembly and 17 Lok Sabha 
seats in Telangana are scheduled to be held 
on April 30.

“The BJP’s campaign is centred around just 
one person who is making false claims and 
baseless promises which cannot be fulfilled,” 
he said. “You have to decide whether you 
want a deeply divided society or an inclusive 
society. Do you want to vote for a party 
that instigates people to fight against each 
other?” he added.

Congress president Sonia Gandhi addressed 
a meeting at Karimnagar this week while 
Congress  Vice-President  Shr i  R ahul 
Gandhi addressed election meetings in 
Mahabubnagar, Nizamabad, Warangal and 
Hyderabad during his two visits so far. 
Sonia Gandhi will speak at a rally in Medak 
district. 

Taking credit for the creation of Telangana, 
Dr. Singh said, “Everyone knows who 
is responsible for the creation of your 
Telangana state. It is the Congress and 
Congress only which made it happen. 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi promised you and has 
delivered Telangana state. Some parties are 
shamelessly trying to claim credit.”

uTTAR PRADEsh
BJP has always divided the 
country: Manmohan Singh in 
Uttar Pradesh
pilibhit: Hitting the campaign trail in Uttar 
Pradesh, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
on 12th April, 2014 made a scathing attack 
on BJP by describing its ideology as against 
the composite culture of the state and said 
the party had always “divided the country.”

“BJP leaders want to give a turn to the 
Lok Sabha elections on communal issues, 
but we all need to give more emphasis on 
national issues. This time the big national 
issue is whether the country should have a 
government led by a party which has always 
divided the country,” Dr. Singh said while 
addressing an election rally in favour of his 
party candidate here, sitting MLA Sanjay 
Kapoor.

Referring to the controversial statement 
by BJP leader Amit Shah asking voters to 
avenge Muzaffarnagar riots, the Prime 
Minister said, “You have heard the speech of 
one of the BJP leaders. The question before 
you today is whether you will tolerate it 
and till when. Uttar Pradesh is known for 
its mixed culture and there is a tradition 
of respecting each other’s religion, and I 
want to tell you that BJP’s ideology and 
works are against this ‘ganga-jamuni tehzib’ 
(composite culture)”.

“Uttar Pradesh has always been politically 
important, and this time also the Lok Sabha 
results in the state would decide who would 
form the government at the Centre,” Dr. 
Singh said.

Attacking BJP over the delay in the issue of 
its manifesto, Dr. Singh said, “BJP released 
its manifesto on the day when polling had 
already started in some states. This proves 
that they are not serious about putting up 
their policies before the people.

“BJP’s campaigning is centralised on one 
person. He is making promises which he will 
never be able to fulfil. Despite the passage 
of so many years, BJP’s manifesto has the 
same issues of Ram Temple and Article 370,” 
Dr. Singh said.

election campaign
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AssAm
Modi wave a media creation
guwahati: Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh on 24th April, 2014 rejected the view 
that there was a “Modi wave” sweeping the 
country. That, he said, was a creation of the 
media.

“Well, I don’t think the Congress is losing 
ground” he told journalists after casting 
his vote at the Dispur Government Higher 
Secondary School here in Guwahati Lok 
Sabha constituency. “We will have to wait till 
the end of the election process.”

He claimed that the Congress would win a 
majority of the seats in Assam. Assam has a 

total of 14 seats, of which the Congress won 
seven in 2009. The final phase of the election 
in the State in six Lok Sabha constituencies 
began at 7 am.

“I have come to Guwahati to exercise my 
right as a citizen of this great country. I am 
confident that the democratic process of the 
country is firmly established and I urge all 
citizens to cast their votes,” said Dr. Singh, 
who has been representing Assam in the 
Rajya Sabha since 1991.

His wife Gursharan Kaur said that it was “a 
great feeling” to cast her vote here. Dr. Singh 
and Ms. Kaur arrived at the polling station 
around 12.35 pm. They left the polling booth 
in less than 10 mintues. v

election campaign

election is a fight of two ideologies,” and added “Congress has 
followed the principles of Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel.  
We believe in democracy and take everyone forward.”

“BJP makes false allegations against us. It’s us, we gave the RTI 
a powerful tool to curb corruption. We also took strong action 
against corrupt ministers,” UPA Chairperson said.

“Did BJP take any action against corrupt leaders? I want to know 
why Gujarat govt. took three years to form a Lokayukta in the 
state. This may be the reason that their corruption couldn’t come 
out,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi attacked BJP.

“Only Congress is committed for development, opposition lacks 
vision for it. BJP must know that Congress is not a political party 
but an ideology which respects all. Indira Ji and Rajiv Ji had a 
special concern for Dalits and Adivasis,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi noted.

“BJP leaders are beating huge drums as if heaven has come to the 
earth in Gujarat but they don’t let you know the reality. Gujarat itself 
is under the debt of 1, 75,000 crore,” she said on on the so called 
‘Gujarat Model’.

She criticized the BJP and said “Congress works for every section of 
the society. Our election manifesto offers right to shelter and right 
to healthcare. We will ensure social security for those who work in 
unorganized sector. The new industrial corridor started by us will generate 
jobs for our youth. We also promised pension scheme for senior citizens 
and differently abled people. We have also made promises for several new 
bills for women, tribal and poor. Congress always fulfilled its promise. This 
is our vision, this is our promise.”

In the end of her speech she said “I firmly believe that you will never be 
misled by those who try to spread hatred among you. Support Congress, 
elect our candidates”. v

continued from page 13

PATRIOTIsm Is In ThE vEIns Of 
COngREss: sOnIA gAnDhI
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hImAChAL PRADEsh
For Congress, all are equal irrespective of their 
caste, colour, religion or region
Dharamshala, Himachal pradesh: Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi addressed a huge party rally on 20th March, 2104 at 
Dharamshala in Himachal Pradesh as part of his ongoing campaign for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha Polls. “Himachal Pradesh is a beautiful state 
and so are its people”, said the Congress leader striking an emotional 
chord with the people of the beautiful hill state. “Whenever I came here, 
people always talked about love, affection and brother hood.” he said. 

He commented on his meeting with ex servicemen “I had interacted 
with ex-servicemen. I had told them that generally politicians come, 
deliver big speeches and vanish. But I had gone there to listen to their 
issues and to know their views. I am sure that here too lots of ex-
servicemen and Jawans are assembled.  They had shared their various 
issues with me. I am thankful for our soldiers who spend their life 
protecting our country.  The Ex-servicemen expressed their gratitude 
for the one-rank-one-pension scheme granted by the Centre. This 
demand was pending for the past 25 years. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi said “I acknowledge their gratitude, I told them that 
in fact, I should be thankful to our Ex-servicemen, for their wonderful 
service to our Nation. They gave their entire life for our country.    If 
24 lakhs Ex-servicemen will be able to avail the benefits of the one-
rank-one-pension scheme, that is because of our Prime Minister and 
Sonia (Gandhi) ji. I had just conveyed the demand of our Jawans to 
them.  So, I take this opportunity to thank our PM and Sonia Ji for this.

Highlighting the works done by the Congress ruled Himachal Pradesh 
government, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “The Congress government has 
done a lot to improve the infrastructure in Himachal Pradesh. The 
state can never surge ahead without adequate infrastructure. We have 
improved the drinking water distribution system in Dharamshala, 
initiated irrigation using the Swan river at Una, developed industrial 
area at Pandoga and Kandrori, sanctioned Rs. 7000 crore  and 62 new 
industries here. As far as to improve the connectivity, the work of 

Rohtang tunnel connecting Himachal Pradesh to Ladak is soon to 
be completed”.

Rahul Gandhi then turned his attention to the selective audience; “I 
see a lot of women here. I am happy to see them in large numbers. 
You had demanded for an increase of subsidized LPG cylinders to 
12. As I had conveyed the demand for one-rank-one-pension scheme 
for Ex-servicemen, I had also conveyed this demand too to the Prime 
Minister.  He took no time to take a decision as he was convinced that 
your demand is genuine. I also understand that even 12 cylinders are 
not adequate”, he said and the crowd applauds it with huge cheers.

“50 per cent of our population is women. I dream for a day when 50% 
members in Lok Sabha and Assemblies are women. I want most of our 
ministers; Chief Ministers and even our Prime Minister are women. 
I want to empower you” he added and continued. “The opposition 
blocked the women reservation bill inside the Parliament. “I want to 
assure you that Congress party will ensure reservation for women in 
Parliament and Assemblies as well as in our party. We also will ensure 
adequate youth representation”, promised Shri Rahul Gandhi

“Congress party belongs to all. It fights for the poor, downtrodden, 
youth and the women. We want to serve all without any discrimination. 
We want no one to lag behind. All are equal for us, irrespective of their 
caste, colour, religion or region”, asserted the Congress leader.  “We are 
going to face yet another election and with the support and affection 
of the people, Congress party will secure a big win.” he said.

While concluding his speech Shri Rahul Gandhi said “I cannot make 
big promises but my intentions are very clean. I promise you that 
whatever demands you have, I would always make a whole-hearted 
effort to meet your demands.”

uTTAR PRADEsh
BJP is far below in performance than Congress, 
but ahead in marketing: Rahul Gandhi in UP
pratapgarh, Uttar pradesh: “Congress does work for all; but we must 
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admit one thing - in Marketing, BJP is very much ahead of us, though 
they are far below in performance”, said Congress Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi while addressing a mammoth election rally at Pratapgarh in 
Uttar Pradesh.

“The coming general election is a battle between two thoughts – one 
that of Congress which is based on love, affection, brotherhood and 
inclusive growth; the other ideology is based on anger, hatred and of 
pitting one against another”, reminded the Congress Vice President.

Shri Rahul Gandhi takes a dig on opposition ideology that “The 
opposition believes that one man can run our country. When their 
leader boasts about Gujarat’s development and takes the entire credit for 
it, he forgets that it is the people of Gujarat, its women, who developed 
the state. He forgets that the Amul and NDDB are the results of sincere 
efforts of the Gujarat women.  He further said One person can never 
run a nation; it is run by the people; people have the strength. This has 
been the concept of the Congress party. While we want to empower 
our people to the maximum, the BJP wants to grab people’s power and 
hand it over to one individual”.

Emphasising that Congress believes in empowering the people, the 
Congress Vice President said, “You can see that our programmes reflect 
our ideology, whether it is employment guarantee scheme, Right to 
Information, Land Acquisition Bill or the Food security Act. All our 
schemes and policies are aimed at empowering the people”.

On corruption issue, Shri Rahul Gandhi said “There are lots of 
discussions about corruption. The Gujarat cabinet has three convicted 
ministers, who were jailed on corruption charges. The BJP does not see 

corruption under its nose whether it is in Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh 
or Chhattisgarh. Yeddyurappa, former Chief Minister of Karnataka, 
who was sent to jail for corruption, is now back in BJP”.  

He further said that “it is the Congress which gave you the most 
important tool to fight corruption – the RTI. The decisions which were 
earlier taken behind closed doors are now at public domain. Even my 
letters to the Prime Minister are accessible for the public. That is the 
strength of this RTI and it is in fact, your right to fight corruption. You 
can get any information regarding the government functioning now 
using it. It is the Congress which implemented Lokpal Bill. Who had 
opposed it? It was the BJP which was blocking it. There are six anti-
corruption bills still pending in the Parliament but the opposition is 
not allowing its passage”.

The AICC Vice President connecting himself with women issue “I 
want to see a day when 50% representation in Parliament, assemblies 
as well as in the Congress party is women. Country can never 
develop if we do not empower our women. 50% of our population is 
women and if we want to make India a super power, this 50% must 
be adequately empowered. The bill for women reservation is still 
pending in Parliament. But the opposition is stopping its passage; 
they are scared of the power of women. They don’t want the women 
to run industries, universities, Parliament or Assemblies or become 
Prime Minister or Chief Minister. Congress wants to give power to the 
women – in education, in Lok Sabha, in assemblies, politics, business 
and entrepreneurship”. 

“Opposition indulge in politics of anger and hatred. But Congress’ 
ideology is based on love and brotherhood. That has been our tradition 
and now BJP wants to kill this ideology. They do not understand that 
Congress is not a party but a concept, which is deep-rooted in the hearts 
of all Indians. Our ideology is of equality; we treat everyone equally 
without any discrimination, whatever the caste, religion or region is” 
said Rahul Gandhi and asserted that UP can surge ahead fast only if 
the non-Congress political parties stop indulging in divisive politics.

“I want to assure our grass root Congress workers that we aim to give 
its workers more voice and space in the future and at all levels. You 
are the pillars of our party. I want to thank all of you for all your hard 
works to strengthen our party. He said while concluded his speech.

wEsT BEngAL
Only a Congress government can ensure 
development
Jalpaiguri, West Bengal: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
addressed a rally of party workers at Jalpaiguri in West Bengal on 
25th March, 2014. He highlighted the achievements of the central 
government and appealed the people to support Congress in the 
upcoming Lok Sabha Polls. “The UPA Government at the Centre, in the 
past ten years, implemented several policies and programmes for the 
welfare of the people. MNREGA – the biggest employment guarantee 
scheme in the world- ensures a minimum of 100 days jobs to our rural 
masses, without any discrimination”, said the Congress leader.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “Earlier all policy decisions were used to be 
taken behind closed doors by some bureaucrats and ministers and 
people normally get no idea. But, today, any citizen can get information 
regarding government functioning after we implemented Right to 
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Information Act. It entitles every person to gather 
information on any administrative matters. Similarly 
we also granted rights to food through the Food 
Security Bill. Every poor in our country is guaranteed 
to get foodgrains”.

“The farmers in our country shed their sweat and 
blood in their lands but one day governments grab 
their lands without giving proper compensation. The 
old Land Bill, which was made by British, was not able 
to solve this menace. But now, the new revised Land 
Acquisition Bill prevents all such acts and the farmers 
are ensured with proper and adequate compensation 
for the lands acquired and it prevents any forcible land 
acquisition”, informed the Congress Vice President. 
“Our efforts have been to build a strong floor, based 
on their rights, under the feet of the poor so that they feel their role in 
nation building”, underlined Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Slamming ruling State TMC government, the Vice President said, 
“We send huge funds for education, health and roads to West Bengal 
also; we are sending more funds to Bengal than any other states. But 
those funds are not being used properly here. I just could see myself 
in a pathetic conditions of the gutter-filled roads here. It is the people 
who suffer due to this; they face difficulties if they are not able to get 
proper health, education and road facilities. We send crores of rupees 
for Bengal’s development. This is your money and not of any minister 
or MLA. The sad fact is that the funds do reach Kolkata but 
do not reach the people. We need to change this. Your money 
must reach you”.

“Earlier you were under Communist regime. Communism 
is a failed ideology. The Russia rejected it, China changed it. 
I feel happy that the people of Bengal a l s o  t hre w i t  out 
from the state. There was a hope that you will have a new 
government that will fight for the people and improve the 
situation in the fields of education, health, employment 
generation, universities and roads. But  unfor tunately 
experience disappointed us. The present TMC 
government also followed the same footsteps of 
Communists. They had opposed the Left but followed 
the same principles”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi amidst 
loud cheers from the gathering.

He said “Bengal gave this country a lot. 
It gave us legendaries like Rabindranath 
Tagore, Subhash Chandra Bose and 
Amartya Sen. But the state is not achieving 
the required growth. The people are not getting 
adequate help, support and assistance from the state 
government, since long. Earlier you were under Communist 
regime. Communism is a failed ideology”.

Shri Rahul Gandhi made an appeal to the party-workers 
and said that only one government can transform the 
system. Only one government can improve the conditions 
of education, health and infrastructure and that is a 
Congress government. So, I appeal to all of you to support 
Congress and elect a Congress MP from here so that we 
will fight for people’s rights and Bengal’s development. 
We will ensure Bengal adequate electricity, proper water 
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and sufficient health care facilities.

AssAm
Assam did not need the BJP’s ‘Gujarat model’ for 
development, and the State needed its own model 
which was already there
Dibrugarh (assam): Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi addressed 
a massive rally on 27th March, 2014 at Dibrugarh in Assam. While 
speaking, Shri Rahul Gandhi lashed out at the BJP by saying one 
model of state is not enough for the whole country and other states. 
He further said “BJP comes up with another balloon called Gujarat 
model. Gujarat model may be good for Gujarat. Gujarat developed 
because of the efforts of the people there – the women, the labourers 
developed it. The white revolution was possible due to the women in 
Gujarat, not of Modi government,”

Shri Rahul Gandhi also said whenever elections come, opposition 
seems to be very excited then suddenly vanishes. Ahead of 

every general election, the NDA comes out with a new 
campaign balloon. They prepared an ‘India Shining’ 
balloon in 2004. Even many in media also had said that 
Congress was losing badly in that election. They had 
ruled out a possibility of Congress coming back to power 
again. But when the counting was over, their predictions 

went wrong and the NDA balloon was burst. When the 
ballot boxes were opened, they came to know that 

the poor in our country burst that fully filled 
hot air balloon. They had made a similar 

balloon in 2009 also.  

Shri Rahul Gandhi pointed out to the 
women present in the rally that “I am 
glad to see women are present here in 
large numbers.  I want more and more 
women in Congress and in Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha.”.

He also talked about the development 
for the state of Assam and promised them, 

“Assam has lot of potential and we want the 
tea business should be famous in the whole 

world. The government of Assam is working for 
the laborers. We gave financial help to students 
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and initiated cycle scheme for girls.” “There are two big projects for 
Dibrugarh which will transform this district. Brahamputra cracker 
and polymer limited is almost done and soon operations will be on 
and secondly, we have completed the Bogibeel Bridge and it will also 
function soon”,  

This country belongs to all whether he is Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and 
Christian or belongs to any community, or caste. Congress treats 
everyone equally. This is Congress’ ideology and no one can wipe out 
this ideology from our hearts. It’s an ideology of love, harmony and 
peace. This is the strength of this country, said Shri Rahul Gandhi while 
concluding his speech.

Rahul Gandhi mocks BJP in Assam, says India can 
shine only if we eradicate poverty completely
Sonitpur, assam: “We can defeat hatred only through love. One can 
never remove darkness using darkness; we need light to free from 
darkness. Similarly, only with love and brotherhood one can win 
over hatred”, said Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi while 
addressing a huge election rally at Biswanath Chariali in Sonitpur, 
Assam on 27th March, 2014. “That is what you showed in Assam. You 
have peace, not because of the Congress party, but it is due to the efforts 
of its people. You defeated violence with love and it is a good lesson for 
others to learn”, he added.

On Congress ruled sate government achievements, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said we serve the people with love. The growth rate of Assam was just 
2% during BJP-AGP government, we have increased it to 13%.  People 
talk a lot about Gujarat model, nowadays. BJP says that Gujarat model 
must be replicated in all other states. I want to make them understand 
that Assam does not need Gujarat model, it needs Assam model. He 
further said Assam had recorded highest rice production last year. You 
achieved it following your own model. We gave special focus on the 
issues of farmers, tribals, minorities, SC, ST and OBCs. We sanctioned 
huge financial packages for it and lots of people benefitted. If one goes to 
Gujarat and ask the Adivasis there about their living conditions, he can 
realise their pathetic state of affairs there. They are not at all happy with 
the Gujarat model. The case is same with other sections of society too. 
They say no one is there to listen to their issues. There are lots of cries 
and balloon flying on air on Gujarat model but people are in distress 
there. Gujarat model is beneficial only for a selected group of five-six 
industrialists. The lands of poor farmers are being snatched away.

 Shri Rahul Gandhi commented on ideology “BJP thinks one ideology 
can run the entire country but the truth is that this country is not made 

of one thought or ideology but of thousands and lakhs of thoughts. 
They want to impose their ideology in Assam, Bihar, Tamil Nadu and 
Maharashtra. But it is never possible” 

“While Congress wants to empower people at all walks of life, BJP 
wants to give entire power to a single person. They think that only one 
person has the entire knowledge and they do not realise the power of 
the people. Congress knows that people possess knowledge and so their 
empowerment is necessary for development”, explained the Congress 
Vice President.

“BJP’s politics is about two things. First, pit Hindus against Muslims, 
the rich against the poor and people of Maharashtra against those from 
UP and Bihar. Just before the elections, riots started in Muzaffarnagar 
at UP. Second, they fail to see the pain of the poor. So they talk of 
things like ‘India Shining’ which I will never because I meet you every 
day and understand your suffering”, further said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The AICC Vice President continued his attack on the BJP and said, 
“The opposition just sees the poverty from a distance and deliver big 
speeches from the stages. The opposition says, ‘India Shining’, they 
market models, but India will only shine, when no one is poor. Our 
country will shine only if we eradicate poverty completely”.

He said “you have a rich tradition of respecting and empowering 
women. Other states must learn it from you. Congress granted 50% 
reservation for women in Panchayats. Now the bill to provide 33% 
reservation for women is pending in the Parliament. The opposition 
is not letting its passage as they are scared of women empowerment. 
But we will definitely get that bill passed”. “Support Congress and elect 
Congress candidates. We will surely fight for your rights”, said Rahul 
Gandhi while concluding his address.

mADhyA PRADEsh
Rahul Gandhi in Satna: Corruption can never 
hide anymore in India after RTI
Satna, madhya pradesh: Addressing an election rally in Satna on 
28th March 2014. Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi warned 
voters that voting for the BJP would turn India into an oligarchy. He 
said, “India Shining, Gujarat Model, 272 - these are the same things. 
This is government of a few; Take two, three industrialists and run their 
government. Give the common man speeches, but don’t give them 
government. We talk less, govern more.”

Commenting on State BJP government, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “The 
government here runs for selected people and few industrialists. They 
do not listen to the people and are not bothered about their issues. 
Congress wants to empower the people; it wants to give more power 
in their hands. We know that the people have the strength; they have 
the knowledge than the leaders. It is the people who develop a country, 
not any leader”. 

Attacking the BJP’s double standard on corruption, AICC Vice 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi, “BJP talks loud about corruption but 
the corruption in Karnataka, MP, Gujarat and Chhattisgarh is not 
visible to them. Their former Chief Minister Yeddyurappa, who had 
to go to jail for corruption, is now back in BJP. Gujarat was not having 
Lokayukta for a long time until court directed the state govt. to appoint 
Lokayukta. When I had toured Gujarat, the people there told me that 
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RTI is not functioning properly in the state. But we had implemented 
Lokpal and RTI to tackle corruption”. 

”RTI Act ensured transparency in government administration and 
gave people a right to gather any information about government. It 
acts as the most powerful tool to fight corruption. Corruption can 
never hide anymore in India after the implementation of RTI. We also 
implemented Tribal bill to benefit our Adivasis. Due to our effort we 
could lift about 15 crore people out of poverty, for the first time in our 
history. This is not a small achievement”, he added.

He said “One man cannot run a country. BJP leader now roams around 
and urge people to make him Country’s chowkeedar (watchman). But 
Congress wants to give rights to everyone so that crores of our people 
will be our watchmen”.

He added that, if elected, the third term of the United Progressive 
Alliance would have a rights-based approach to legislation and 
governance. “In UPA-3, I will tell you what we will do. We will bring 
the right to health. Hospital doors will be open for the poor and they 
will not spend all their income on medicines. We will also give you the 
right of a roof over your head.” He claimed that 15 crore people had 
risen above the poverty line in the last decade due to laws such as the 
National Food Security Act and the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act.

”During my last visit, I had interacted with tribal women here. They 
had lot of grievances. They told me that their lands and rights in forests 
are being snatched away. The Centre implemented Tribal bill but it is 
not being implemented here properly. We send crores of amount for 

Madhya Pradesh but it does not reach the people”, said Shri Rahul 
Gandhi. 

”We will strengthen our efforts to serve the poor further in future. We 
laid a strong right-based foundation under the feet of the poor. We 
gave you right to job and right to food; now we are going to grant right 
to health and right to shelter to you in the next 5 -10 years”, assured 
Shri Rahul Gandhi and also appealed to the people to elect Congress 
candidates in the upcoming general election.

mAhARAshTRA
Modi’s Gujarat model balloon will burst soon
Wardha, maharashtra: Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
launched the campaign in Maharashtra for the upcoming Lok Sabha 
polls from Wardha on 28th March, 2014. While addressing the big 
gathering the Congress slammed the BJP and reiterated that its 
campaign balloon will burst this time too like in 2004 and 2009. “The 
poor people of India had deflated the India shining Balloon of NDA 
twice, in 2004 and 2009. This time they have flown a new, heavier 
balloon, the Gujarat model; and people of India will deflate this balloon 
of ‘Gujarat model’ as well.  India is going to have yet another Congress 
government that works for the poor and downtrodden”, said AICC Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi.

He said “The BJP says it wants to remove the Congress from this land. 
But if they read history properly, they will come to know that Congress 
party is not just an organization, but an ideology which is thousands 
of years old. This ideology is deep rooted in the minds of all Indians” 

Shri Rahul Gandhi slammed Gujarat Model, and said, “Maharashtra 
stands at top in growth. Maximum FDI comes to Maharashtra. This 
state contributes 17% of total GDP. People talk of Gujarat model but 
Maharashtra model has been working very nicely here. Maharashtra 
model of development is far better than the Gujarat model”.

On recent natural calamity on this region he said “I know that the 
farmers here were under severe crisis due to hail storm, few months 
back and drought. The Centre has announced a relief package worth Rs 
800 crore to help you. We also have initiated an Integrated water shed 
management programme  in 250 lakh hectare and a Rs 20000 cr worth 
Dry land Agriculture Mission to provide water in 100 lakh hectare area”.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said “India can never be a super power if we do not 
empower our women, which constitutes 50% of our population. We 
gave you 50% reservation for women in panchayats and we want to 
give reservation for them in Parliament and Assemblies too. The bill 
to grant 33% reservation for women in Parliament and assemblies is 
still pending as the opposition is not letting its passage. I assure you 
that the Congress party will get it passed. We also will ensure adequate 
women representation in all units of Congress party also”.

“India will develop only if there are sufficient jobs for our youth.  Our 
efforts are on this direction. The new proposed industrial corridor 
– Delhi-Mumbai, Mumbai-Chennai, Delhi-Kolkata- will boost the 
manufacturing sector and will generate lakhs of jobs for our youth. It 
is one of the biggest infrastructure projects undertaken by us. Today 
China is the biggest manufacturing hub and tomorrow it will be India” 
he added.

Shri Rahul Gandhi assured them and said “We will strengthen our 
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efforts to serve the poor further in future. We gave you right to job 
and right to food; now we are going to grant right to health and right 
to shelter to you in the next 5 -10 years”.

uTTAR PRADEsh
We don’t believe in politics of anger
ghaziabad/Saharanpur (Up): Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi started his UP campaign by addressing a massive rally on 
29th March, 2014 in Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh). While addressing 
the masses he said Delhi is near to Ghaziabad but UP government is 
not able to give same infrastructure and development. Pharmaceutical 
industry and other industries gradually moved from there. He also 
said Congress doesn’t support harsh words or bad language against 
any individual.

“Our candidate used harsh words against an individual of opposition. 
The words he used are not in line with the ideology of Congress. 
Congress is a party which belongs to all. We don’t support anger. 
Whether our opposition calls us driver or labour for that matter or 
abuse but we need to speak politely,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also talked about corruption. He said it’s Congress 
who brought the RTI to combat corruption, not NDA or BJP for that 
matter. “BJP talks of corruption. Their leaders go to Karnataka and talk 
about corruption but they don’t see Yeddurappa ji who had to go to 
jail for corruption.  They claim that they are against corruption and if 
you are against corruption then why you are aligning with him”, said 
Shri Rahul Gandhi.

AICC Vice President also raised the topic of ex-servicemen. He said 
that there was NDA’s government from 1998 to 2004. They claimed 
what Congress has done in 10 years they will do it 3 months. “You 
were in power for 6 years buy you did not implement the one rank - 
one pension. Now when election is approaching they promise to do it.  
Ex-servicemen came to meet me, Sonia Gandhi ji and Prime Minister 
and requested for one rank one pension scheme.  Prime Minister took 
only 3 days to approve it,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also talked about the ideology of Congress, “There 
is a huge difference of ideology between Congress and opposition. We 
talk about peace and harmony not anger.”

“Congress Party is of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Christians. We do not 
get angry, we do our work peacefully and with love,” Shri Rahul said.

“You need a leader who works for you. You make sure Raj Babbar ji 
wins from here with more than 2 lakh votes. Everyone will try to make 
this happen including me,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

At Saharanpur, the Congress Vice President said the politics of Congress 
is of taking everybody along as the nation can be built only then. “You 
need to understand the people in opposition. They do the politics of 
anger. We do not have to do the politics of anger but of love and respect. 
We have to fight and defeat the politics of anger. You will see that we 
are going to defeat the politics of anger with love.” 

Earlier, Congress Vice President met the artisans in Moradabad and 
heard their issues.

ODIshA
Congress believes the poor also must get benefits 
alongwith the business people
nabarangpur: “The NDA leaders talk a lot but do nothing for the 
people. The pain and problems of the people are not visible for them”, 
said Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi while addressing a 
huge Congress rally at Nabarangpur in Odisha.

“Odisha is a rich state; it has huge wealth, natural resources and 
forests. But though the state is rich, the people are poor here. There 
is no shortage of anything here. But your government take away your 
natural resources and sell it to big industrialists and only a handful of 
people, not the people, avail benefits”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi taking 
on the BJD government in the state and continued, “The water for 
irrigation in Odisha is not reaching the people as it is being diverted 
to rich industrialists. I am not saying that industrialists should not get 
water and electricity. But what Congress believes is, the poor also must 
get benefits alongwith the business people. There should be a balanced 
approach for development”.

About UPA policies, the AICC Vice President said, “In 2004, the 
Congress-led UPA Government at the Centre waived off debts of 
poor farmers, worth  Rs. 70000 cr. When we were initiating that the 
opposition tried to block it by asking from where we will have funds 
for it. But we were determined and told them that farmers are the 
pillars of our nation and we will arrange money for their welfare. 
We showed them how to make funds for it. Then the opposition said 
loan-waiving was wastage of money. We replied that helping farmers 
is never wastage of funds for Congress. By helping farmers, we are 
actually helping our nation”.

“We then had fought for the farmers’ rights in their lands at Niyamgiri. 
The farmers had just asked one thing, if rich people can get adequate 
market prices for their lands, then why can’t the farmers? Congress 
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felt that their demands were right. We took up their matter and 
fought for their rights. The Land Acquisition Law enacted by the UPA 
Government is its outcome. Now no one can grab any farmer’s land 
forcibly. Further, this new revised bill ensures four-times more market 
prices for the land acquired. I am also happy to convey that the farmers 
get 3 times more price for their crops than in the NDA period”, he said. 
He further said that the NDA leaders talk a lot but do nothing for the 
people. The pain and problems of the people are not visible for them.

Commenting on women welfare he said, “It is the women who run 
our country and development is not possible without them. We gave 
50% reservation for women in Panchayats and now we want to grant 
reservation for you in Parliament and assemblies. The bill for the same 
is still pending as the opposition has been blocking it. But I assure you 
that the Congress party will ensure its passage. We are also happy to 
connect lakhs of women with banks through Self Help Groups (SHG).
Our manifesto for 2014 elections promises all-women-run police 
stations across the country”.

“Congress treats every citizen equally. For us all are equal - Hindu, 
Muslim, Christian. We work for the poor, Dalits, Adivasis, women 
and the youth and we fight to protect their rights.. Support Congress 
and elect our candidates”, said the Congress Vice President while 
concluding his address.

Mine mafia running government in Odisha
Koraput: Accusing the BJD government in Odisha of hijacking the 
credit for the work done through the welfare programmes of UPA 
government, Congress vice-president Shri Rahul Gandhi on 31st 
March, 2014 claimed the state is ruled by “mine mafia” and not by the 
people’s representatives.

”The state government is run by the mine mafia and not by leaders. 
Valuable minerals worth thousands of crore rupees are looted and state 
government is aware about it,” AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
alleged at a public meeting at Semiliguda in the tribal-dominated 
Koraput district. 

”Though the Centre sends thousands of crores for the welfare of tribals, 
the amount is not reaching the beneficiaries at the village level. The 

state government is diverting central funds and taking credit without 
any justification,” he said. 

While a handful of mafia loot mineral resources of Odisha and become 
rich, the poor and tribal people do not get any benefit, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said. 

In contrast, the Centre has set up a large number of institutes, medical 
colleges and hospitals for the betterment of the people, he said. 

Highlighting the Congress party’s concern for the poor and tribal 
people, Shri Rahul Gandhi said his family had long-standing bond with 
the tribals and “I love to be in the midst of tribal people.”

Recalling that Rajiv Gandhi had also visited the area, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said he would continue to fight for the cause of tribals. The Congress 
vice president claimed that it was he who stood by the agitating tribals 
of Kalahandi and saved Niyamgiri Hills. 

Strongly opposing displacement of people for various projects 
without offering adequate compensation, Shri Rahul Gandhi said 
Congress would strive for safeguarding the interests of the poor and 
underprivileged.

Hitting out at the state government, Shri Rahul Gandhi accused it 
of being insensitive towards the poor and said it was unfortunate 
that Food Security Act was not implemented in the state.  
 
He also raised corruption issues like chit fund scam and alleged that 
the ruling BJD leaders were behind the ponzi companies which duped 
the poor and innocent investors in the state. 

BIhAR
NDA gas balloon will burst again like 2004, 2009
aurangabad (Bihar): Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
1st April, 2014 said like 2004 and 2009, the NDA’s “gas balloon” would 
burst again while claiming that the UPA government did remarkably 
well, as the BJP talked divisive politics. 

“Their balloon of India Shining burst in 2004 as well in 2009... This 
time they are also filling a similar balloon with a gas cylinder which 
will also burst like in the past,” Shri Rahul Gandhi told an election 
meeting at Aurangabad in Bihar.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed a mega party 
rally in Bihar’s Aurangabad as part of his campaign for the upcoming 
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Lok Sabha polls. “Congress believes in politics of love. We never make 
people fight against another. Shiv Sena is an ally of BJP and also is in 
NDA. Who threatens the people from Bihar in Maharashtra?  But BJP 
and NDA come here and make huge promises of Bihar’s development 
but never talk about the assaults on Bihari people in Maharashtra”, said 
the Congress Vice President.

Slamming BJP and NDA Shri Rahul Gandhi said “Wherever BJP goes, 
they provoke violence. They make people fight. I had interacted with 
some Sikh farmers working in Gujarat. They have been working there 
since independence but now they face threat of eviction from the 
Gujarat government. But the SAD which is a partner of BJP led NDA 
never uttered any word against it”.

Attacking the Bihar Chief Minister, Shri Rahul Gandhi said “Your 
Chief Minister says that he and his party have left NDA as they can’t 
agree with its ideology. Fine; but what was his stand during Gujarat 
riots? He was Railway minister during NDA. Why he was silent then?

“The NDA had promised a lot before coming to power. They had 
promised education and jobs. But the people have got nothing as yet” 
said Shri Rahul Gandhi

Shri Rahul Gandhi further said “Whenever we initiate any pro-poor 
policies, the BJP tried to block it by asking from where we will have 
funds for it. They raised the same question when we proposed loan-
waiving scheme worth 70,000 Cr. for our poor farmers. They said it 
was wastage of money. Helping farmers is never wastage of funds for 
Congress”.

“We talk less but act. We never give hollow promises. BJP and NDA 
are good at marketing and they spend huge amounts for it”, he said in 
an indirect dig at BJP.

About future plans of the Congress party, the party leader explained, 
“In the next ten years, we will generate 10 crore new jobs for the youth. 
We know that for development, our youth must get proper education 
and sufficient jobs. The new dedicated freight-industrial corridor 
project initiated by us (Delhi- Mumbai, Mumbai-Chennai and Delhi 
– Kolkata) will boost the industries and also will generate lakhs of job”. 
“We gave people right to job, right to education and right to food. Now 
we plan to give them right to health care so that the poor can get free 
medicines. We will open the doors of hospitals for them. Similarly, we 
will also provide them with a right to shelter and we also plan pension 
schemes for the old aged persons”, he added.

“We wanted to build a strong base under the feet of the poor. We want to 
instil a feeling of self reliance inside their minds. We want to empower 
the poor. We want their children also get quality education and proper 
jobs. BJP wants development for only a selected group. The issues of 
poor and downtrodden are not at all important for BJP”, asserted the 
Congress Vice President.

Shri Rahul Gandhi then raised issues of women. “50% of our population 
is women. We always talk about super power. But India can never be a 
superpower if we do not empower our women. The women reservation 
to grant 33% reservation for women in Parliament and Assemblies are 
still pending. It is the BJP who opposes it as they never want women 
empowerment. But we will pass it like we passed the legislation to grant 
50% reservation for women in Panchayats. Similarly our manifesto 
also offers about 2000 mahila police stations across the country. We 
will connect more women with the banks through Self Help Groups”, 

he said.

“We treat everyone equally and we want to work for the welfare of all 
sections. But BJP talks about only one person and they think all issues 
will be solved if that person becomes Prime Minister. We are different 
from them. We gave people right to job, right to education and right 
to food. Now we plan to give them right to health care so that the poor 
can get free medicines. We will open the doors of hospitals for them. 
Similarly we will also provide them with a right to shelter and we also 
plan pension schemes for the old aged persons. We wanted to build a 
strong base under the feet of the poor. We want to instil a feeling of self 
reliance inside their minds. We want to empower the poor. We want 
their children also get quality education and proper jobs. We believe 
in empowering all our citizens”, underlined Shri Rahul Gandhi and 
sought people’s support for Congress.

While concluding the speech, AICC Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said Bihar got only promises but there is no development. We will 
together work for Bihar’s progress.

kARnATAkA
Those involved in corruption in Bellary will not be 
spared
Bellary, Karnataka: Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi, while 
addressing a mammoth election rally on 4th April, 2014 at Bellary in 
Karnataka as part of his ongoing Lok Sabha polls campaign, launched a 
scathing attack on the BJP for its double stance on corruption.  He said 
“If Congress comes to power, it will recover every pie of illegal mining 
from looters and utilise it for welfare of Bellary people. We won’t allow 
looters, who are already in jail, to come out,” 

Shri Rahul Gandhi recalled his family’s connection with Bellary and 
said “Congress has a long relationship with Bellary. Indira Gandhi and 
Sonia Gandhi had fought election from here. You always have supported 
us and I am confident about your support in future too”.

He said “We have development plans for Bellary. The conditions of 
schools, colleges, electricity and water will be improved. However, we 
will ensure that corruption, which was rampant during BJP regime, is 
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not back here again. We will take strong actions against corrupt BJP 
politicians in Bellary”. “We have created Hubli-Hospet Section of NH-
63, a Rs. 1400 crore project. UPA Govt. has started the work on Bellary-
Siruguppa-Lingasugur rail line. We have set up Central University 
in Gulbarga. UPA Govt. is also setting up a Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj University in Karnataka and IIIT in Dharwad”.

“Congress works for the poor and the weak.  Our efforts are to transform 
the lives of all sections of the society – the Dalits, tribals and minorities. 
That is why we used the word ‘Adhikar’ for the first time and we gave 
you RTI, Mahatma Gandhi NREGA and Right to Food in 2004, at the 
Centre. Our vision is development by granting people their legitimate 
rights”, said the Congress Vice President and said further, 

He said we passed the Lokpal Bill to fight corruption despite strong 
objections from the BJP. Still, there are 5 bills related to tackling 
graft, pending in the Parliament. We will pass those remaining 
Anti-Corruption Bills in our next government, the same bills which 
opposition stalled.

“In future also, we will continue to serve the poor and will 
ensure their welfare, along with development. In our 2014 
election manifesto we have promised right to healthcare, a 
scheme to provide free medicines and treatments for the poor. 
Apart from this we also promise pension schemes and right 
to shelter in it”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi referring to some of 
the promises made in the Congress manifesto for the 2014 
general election.

They make a Hindu fight against a Muslim and a Christian. 
They also make people of Karnataka fight against Maharashtra. 
They want to see people from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar out 
of Maharashtra. In Mangalore, they beat women,” he said.

“We will again form a pro-poor Congress government at the 

Centre which works for social justice and empowerment of the people. 
Support Congress and elect our candidates in the coming Lok Sabha 
polls”, said the confident Congress Vice President while concluding 
his address.

DELhI
Rahul Gandhi admits ‘mistake’ of losing touch 
with people in Delhi
Dakshinpuri (new Delhi): Attributing Congress’ poor show in Delhi 
Assembly polls to losing touch with common people, Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi said the party has deeply understood 
this and promised to include people from the grass-root in the party 
after Lok Sabha polls.

Speaking at a gathering more than 25,000 people in Ambedkar Nagar in 
South Delhi on 6th April, 2014, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “For the last 15 
years there was a Congress government in Delhi. Lot of developmental 
work was done... but even after that Congress lost in the Assembly polls.

While promising to include common man in the party, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said, “If those doors are not opened, Congress will face 
troubles. You told us this thing. I want to tell people that we have 
deeply understood this.”

”After election we will bring about changes in party structure in Delhi. 
We will include the common people in the new structure. We made a 
mistake and people of Delhi suffered due to this,” he added.

Launching a scathing attack on AAP-led Delhi government, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said the party made lofty promises to people, but later “ran 
away”, leaving people of Delhi in a lurch.

”It is easy to make false promises. They (AAP) gave budget for electricity 
subsidy for only three months, but there are 12 months in a year, five 
years in a term.

”Budgets are not given for three months but for a year. The truth is 
that the people who were running the government have now run away. 
Some are seen in Varanasi, some in other places,” the Congress Vice 
President said.

Justifying the Congress’ decision to support AAP, Shri Rahul said, “The 
opposition party came into power and we supported it. We thought 
they are the voice of people. They were new people and people had 
given a call to them so we thought that our party should support 
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them.” “They made many lofty promises about electricity, water and 
regularisation. But did they fulfil their promises? Did they regularise 
contractual workers, safai karamcharis?  Workers had sat on dharna, 
but AAP leaders did not meet them,” he added.

He said, “We have made 3 times more roads than NDA. We have pulled 
15 crore people out from poverty. This is not a small achievement. We 
ensured more growth. We gave employment and food to poor. But BJP 
doesn’t understand this and wonders what is happening. They want to 
give power only to one person. BJP’s thinking is that all the knowledge, 
all the solutions of the problems is rested with one single leader. But we 
believe in empowering every single citizen of India. We want to run a 
government of the poor. Leaders don’t run India but India is run by its 
people. This is the reason we work for the betterment of the people”. “We 
have been interacting with people for our manifesto since 6 months, 
asked everyone. I held meetings with porters, labours, industrialists 
and artisans.  On the other hand few days are left for election and BJP 
hasn’t come up with a manifesto. They want to run a government of a 
single person. They don’t need any discussion. We will stand with poor, 
tribal and downtrodden people. Congress is a party of poor”, said Shri 
Rahul Gandhi while concluding his speech.

hARyAnA
Rahul slams BJP over corruption, communalism
Sirsa (Haryana): Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
6th April, 2014 launched a scathing attack on opposition BJP over its 
“double-standard” attitude towards corruption and attempt to “divide 
the society on communal lines”.

Addressing an election rally in Sirsa, Shri Gandhi, referring to re-
induction of tainted former Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yeddyurappa 
into BJP, said the opposition leaders rake up the corruption issue in 
states other than those ruled by themselves.

“They (BJP leaders) go to Karnataka and give big speeches there. 
They bring Yeddyurappa, who was the Karnataka Chief Minister and 
remained in jail, to the stage and then say they are against corruption...,” 
Shri Gandhi said while canvassing for party state unit president and 
candidate from Sirsa Lok Sabha seat Ashok Tanwar.

“...then they go to Chhatisgarh where mining mafia rules and say we 
are against corruption, but they cannot see their own Chief Minister 
and ministers there. Then they go to Madhya Pradesh and say we are 
against corruption, they cannot see their corruption. Then they go to 
Gujarat where three cabinet ministers spent jail term, but they cannot 
see corruption there... Rest of the places they see corruption,” he said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said unlike the BJP his party took action against 
corrupt politicians. “Wherever we see corruption, we take action,”.

The Congress vice president then targeted BJP for trying to divide the 
people on religious lines.

He alleged that BJP’s “divisive” policy was responsible for spoiling the 
country’s secular fabric, while stressing that Congress’s ideology was 
to unite the people irrespective of caste, creed and religion. Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said wherever they (BJP leaders) go, they breed hatred among 
people of different religions.

“Yeh aapko aapas mein ladate hain, Hindu ko Muslim se ladayange 
(They make you fight each other, pit Hindus against Muslims),” he said, 
and referred to the attack of BJP ally Shiv Sena activists in Mumbai on 
migrant workers from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

“We take everybody along, be it Sikhs, Hindu or Christians or 
Muslims... This is our politics. We do not play politics of hatred or 
politics of division, we play politics of love because we know nation 
grows when everybody is taken along,” he said.

Taking a dig at the hype over ‘Gujarat model’, Shri Rahul Gandhi said 
it is just a “gas-filled balloon” which will burst after the Lok Sabha 
elections.  He said the BJP had floated ‘Shining India’ balloon in the 
2004 elections which it lost and after it lost in the 2009 elections too, 
the party’s managers wanted to come up with something new.

“They have come with a new balloon. Earlier they used to fill it with 
air, this time they have filled it with gas. Name of the balloon this time 
is ‘Gujarat model’,” Shri Gandhi said.

In the elections, Dalits, youths, labourers and weaker sections of the 
society will go and press the button, and the balloon which has been 
raised through marketing will burst.
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Then the BJP leaders will rue how they had spent so much only to hear 
loud burst of the balloon, he said.

He also took up issue of Sikh farmers in Kutch region and criticized 
the Gujarat government led by Narendra Modi, BJP’s prime ministerial 
candidate.

“They were crying, they told me they had been working for the last 
several years, but the Gujarat government threw them out and told them 
they are outsiders... In Karnataka, they beat women. For us nobody is 
an outsider, all are insiders for us,” he said.

Dismissing Modi’s ‘Gujarat model’, Shri Gandhi said each state should 
have its own model.

“Haryana has set an example how a state is run and it does not need 
any Gujarat model. Haryana needs only Haryana model. Every state 
has its own model... Congress party respects every state. We respect 
Haryana because we know you can run your state. Here you do not 
need Gujarat model. Let Gujarat model be run in Gujarat,” he said, 
adding Haryana was ahead on many fronts including wheat and milk 
production, besides making the country proud in the field of sports.

He also slammed the opposition for failing to come out with an election 
manifesto so far. The Congress had spoken to about 5 lakh people in its 
bid to find out what the country wanted and then drafted its manifesto.

“But the BJP while indulging in big talks had not come out with its 
manifesto even when the polling of the first phase was only a day away,” 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

kARnATAkA
Rahul Gandhi in Karnataka attacks 
BJP on women empowerment, 
corruption
Raichur, Karnataka: Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi addressed a huge election rally at 
Karnataka’s Raichur on 7th April, 2014 and took on BJP 
by attacking its double stance on women empowerment.  
He also mocked that BJP which he also termed as 

‘Bellary Janata Party’, is good at just marketing.

He pointed out the BJP regime in Karnataka, 
the funds meant for welfare of the people and 
development of the state went to the pockets of 
some of its leaders. I want to take some names of 
the leaders of the Karnataka shining party (BJP). 
4 BJP MLAs and two ministers went to jail for 
graft.  Janardan Reddy, Anand Singh, Nagendra, 
Suresh Babu - the leaders of the party which 
propagate Karnataka model, Gujarat model and 
India Shining, went to jail. I just want to explain 
BJP’s model of governance.

“Their (BJP’s) model is to make huge balloons, fill 
it with the air of Gujarat Model or India Shining 
or Karnataka Model and send it up. BJP is expert 
in marketing. And if they win elections they run a 
government for a selected group like Reddys and 
loot the people. It tried this model and failed in 

Karnataka”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Shri Rahul Gandhi alluded to the snooping scandal under Modi 
government in Gujarat and said police in Gujarat is used to chasing 
women and tapping their phones and on the other hand the BJP puts 
up posters saying give strength to women. “Some time back, I had 
seen a poster of the ‘India Shining’ people with the promise of women 
empowerment. They talk about women empowerment but its cadres 
do moral policing, beat up women in Bangalore. Further you must 
have heard about one of BJP’s former ministers Mr. Hallappa, who was 
accused of rape. There were also reports of BJP MLAs watching porn 
through mobiles at Assembly.  How the women of India could feel 
safe under BJP and Modi’s so-called Gujarat model when in Gujarat, 
policemen are sent behind women, women’s phones are tapped by 
policemen. On one side BJP government taps the phones of women, 
on the other side they put posters of women empowerment!” he said.

Praising the state government, the party vice president continued, “The 
present Congress government in Karnataka launched several pro-poor 
schemes in the past ten months. By its Anna Bhagya Yojana, every poor 
family gets 30 kg rice at Rs. 1 per kg. Under Ksheer Bhagya Yojana, 
about one crore kids get free milk. We work for the welfare of farmers, 
poor and downtrodden”. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi also took a dig at BJP’s internal rifts and said, 
“Earlier, I had promised you regarding Article 371J. I had assured you 
that the Bill related to this will be passed. The senior leader of BJP Sh. 
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Advani – sorry, he was a senior leader once but not now. BJP has cut 
him short now- had said that Article 371J will cut the nation into pieces.  
We passed it but nothing happened to our country” and asserted, 
“Congress, it’s PM and party President, deliver on our promises. Once 
we say something, we put in our sincere efforts to accomplish it”.

He said “BJP can never empower you and they can never respect 
you. They never give respects to the women who constitute 50% of 
our constitution, either”. “Congress never runs government for any 
particular caste or religion. It treats everyone equally and works for 
entire people, without any discrimination. He further said “Unlike 
BJP, We respect you. That is the difference between Congress and BJP.

Congress will always fight for you. We will not fight for just a handful 
of people. India can never shine till every house in our country shines. 
We believe in inclusive growth”, concluded Shri Rahul Gandhi.

AssAm
Manufacturing corridor to be extended till Silchar
Silchar (assam): Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi addressed a 
mega election rally at Assam’s Silchar on 9th April, 2014 and Congress 
Vice President gave a clear message that he wanted large-scale 
industrialization in this part of the country. He said the manufacturing 
corridor would be extended up to Silchar if Congress was voted to 
power. “Steps would be taken so that industries and factories were set 
up here. The products will be marketed in different parts of the country,” 
he said, adding there would henceforth be only “made in Barak Valley 
products” and not “made in China” variants.  At the same time he also 
stressed better infrastructure and communication were essential for 
industrialization. He promised that the work for the much-delayed and 
ongoing national projects, including the Lumding-Silchar broad gauge 
conversion and the Silchar-Saurashtra East-West Corridor, would be 
completed by next year. 

Inclement weather greeted Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
on his maiden visit to the Barak Valley in Assam on 9th April, 2014. 
Torrential rain since morning had left the venue slushy and Shri 
Rahul Gandhi had to make his way to the dais through the backyard 
of a villager. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi reached Udharband by road from the 
Silchar airport at 11.45 am. Bad weather and security 
concerns had delayed his schedule. His helicopter landed 
on the IAF-manned airport at great risk because of the 
weather. But that did not dampen the youth leader’s 
enthusiasm, who was seen walking on muddy tracks and 
wet grass and wiping dry his chair on the dais.

Shri Rahul Gandhi explained to gathering and said “There is 
huge difference between us and the opposition; I repeat it 
everywhere I go. For us India is a bouquet, which 
contains different flowers – that of various 
religions, languages and regions.  We must 
respect them all. But in Maharashtra, our 
opposition parties threaten the people 
from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Their 
leaders come here too and make big 
speeches on unity but they do not 
understand your culture or history”.

The Congress Vice President continued further slamming ‘Gujarat 
model’, BJP wants one model to be replicated everywhere in our 
country. In Assam, they talk about Gujarat model. 

Referring to the Congress manifesto, the party leader informed, “In 
future, we want to give people three more new rights. Like right to food, 
right to job now we plan to give them right to healthcare by giving 
free treatment and medicines and a right to shelter to enable the poor 
to have their own houses. Apart from these, we also will launch new 
pension schemes for the old-aged persons”.

“Congress always worked for all, for all sections without any 
discrimination. We want to empower all our people. That is why we 
implemented Panchayati raj, reservation for women in local bodies and 
implemented most of the recommendations of the Sachhar committee. 
We will continue with our efforts to serve our people. We will address 
your local issues too” he assured.

Leaders must go to the people. The people are the best teachers and 
every politician must know it and should try to gather knowledge from 
the people. They should shun their ego and must go the masses with 
bowed head. The quality of a leader is based on who he maintains the 
relationship with the people, said Shri Rahul Gandhi while concluding 
his speech.

ChhATTIsgARh
Rahul Gandhi slams BJP, says Modi will do 
anything to become Prime Minister
Balod, Kanker (chhattisgarh): Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
addressed a mammoth election rally at Kharhibhardar ground in 
Kanker at Balod as part of his Lok Sabha polls campaign in the state of 
Chhattisgarh on 9th April, 2014. While speaking on the occasion Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said that BJP’s prime ministerial candidate 
N a r e n d r a Modi could do anything to grab power.

“ M o d i wants to become Prime Minister and 
he will do anything for it. He will divide the 
people, will make you fight against each other. 

His party (BJP) considers that a single person 
( M o d i ) possesses all the knowledge. It thinks 
that he can run the entire country. BJP urges 
people to make that person the chowkeedar 

(watchman) of our country. But 
Congress wants every citizen to be India’s 

watchman. We want the 
people to handle the key of our nation. 
Y o u must be able to go anywhere 

and live with respect there. 
Remember, some watchmen 

loot the people too”, said Shri 
Rahul Gandhi.

“Chhattisgarh is not a poor state. 
It has all resources. It is a rich state 

but the people are poor. The benefit of 
your resources does not reach the people. 

It goes to the pockets of a selected few. It 
goes to the people who propagate ‘India 

Shining’ (BJP)”, said the Congress leader. 
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“BJP tried to create obstacles in all our pro-poor moves. Whenever, 
we do something for the benefits of the poor, it is wastage for BJP but 
if we help the rich, they keep mum”, said Rahul Gandhi.

He said “We fought the rights of the farmers in Bhatta-Parsaul and other 
places. When a rich person’s land is acquired he gets adequate price 
for it but this is not the case with the poor. Their lands were snatched 
away without giving proper compensation. We went to them, interacted 
with them, realised their difficulties and fought for their rights. We 
implemented the revised Land Acquisition law by which every poor 
gets 4 times the market price when their lands are acquired”

Taking a dig at BJP’s promise for women empowerment, the Congress 
Vice President continued, “Now I see BJP’s posters with the promise of 
women empowerment. There are reports of rapes of Adivasi women 
here.  They talk about women empowerment but its cadres beat up 
women in Mangalore (Karnataka). Further you must have heard about 
one of BJP’s former ministers in Karnataka was accused of rape. How 
the women of India could feel safe under BJP and Modi’s so-called 
Gujarat model when in Gujarat, policemen are sent behind women, 
women’s phones are tapped by policemen. About 20,000 women are 
missing from Chhattisgarh. What women empowerment BJP is talking 
about? On one side BJP government taps the phones of women; on the 
other side they put posters of women empowerment!”

“There is a big difference between the Congress and the BJP. Congress 
treats everyone equally while BJP divide people. They make people 
fight..  In Maharashtra, the friends of BJP threaten labourers from 
UP and Bihar and beat them up. Gujarat riots took place under it. We 
witnessed riots at Muzaffarnagar,” said the Congress leader.

While concluding his address, Rahul Gandhi asserted, “We will 
continue with our efforts to serve the poor, weak and downtrodden 
and we will strengthen our efforts to empower them. BJP may oppose 
us, but come whatever may, we will never go back from this task. India 
belongs to all citizens and not to a selected group”.

mAhARAshTRA
Farmers looted exorbitantly in Gujarat, Plots of 
lands sold to Corporate honchos at throwaway 
prices, Rahul Gandhi Launches tirade against 
Modi
latur, maharashtra: Speaking at a massive rally at district sports 
complex Shri Rahul Gandhi said “BJP leaders are boasting about 
development, but the ground level realty is strikingly different.  The 
pieces of lands belonging to farmers are sold at throwaway prices to 
corporate honchos in Gujarat. The Gujarat developmental model is 
therefore a toffee model, exhorted Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi. Speaking further he said that Instead of making a partnership 
model between poor, common man, laborers and industrialist to pace 
up the developmental process, Gujarat Government has only focused 
on encouraging industrialists”. 

“Nowadays there are huge talks about Gujarat model. You must have 
heard about senior BJP leaders Advani and Jaswant Singh. Today, BJP 
has sidelined these leaders under its new leader Modi. Earlier, there 
was partnership between Vajpayee and Advani; today there is a new 
partnership – between Modi and Adani” said Shri Rahul Gandhi while 
addressing a Congress election rally at Latur in Maharashtra on 14th 
April, 2014.

Extending warm greetings on B.R. Ambedkar’s birth anniversary, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said that Ambedkar was committed for the cause of 
common man. In the same way Congress has conducted its governance. 

“Let us examine some facts about so called Gujarat Model. Modi 
government gave about 45000 acres of lands worth 300 cr for just 
Rs. 1 per mtr to Adani. Nowadays a toffee costs Rs. 1 and in Modi’s 
Gujarat, state govt gave Adani land at the price of a toffee. This is not 
Gujarat model, but a toffee model. Not all business people get benefits 
in Gujarat; only one industrialist reaps entire benefits. 5 years back 
Adani’s total wealth was just Rs 3000 cr but today it is Rs. 40000cr. How 
he could achieve it? Not by selling any of his assets but by snatching 
away people’s lands with the help of Modi”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi 
and added, “Modi claims that there is enough employment generation 
in Gujarat. But recently, about 8.5 lakh people applied for about 1500 
posts in the state government. If there was enough jobs, why there are 
so many applicants for a job?”

Shri Rahul Gandhi did not stop there but further said, “Here are some 
more examples of their ‘toffee model’. About 40 lakh people in Gujarat 
are under BPL. Remember, the poverty line in Gujarat was redrawn 
recently at Rs. 11. Still, this is the situation. 40% of the people are not 
able to get drinking water facilities in Gujarat. Every section suffers 
under Gujarat model. There were a lot of small scale industries there, but 
today, most of them are shut down. What model they are talking about?”

“We believe in building a partnership between the poor and the business 
community. BJP does not have such a vision. They just want to satisfy 
some industrialists and forget the pain of the people, the poor and the 
farmers. They are expert in marketing. They favour big industrialists 
and the industrialists do the marketing for BJP”, said the Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“You just listen to the speeches of our leaders. You can never hear any 
abuse or false comments by them.  We do not have anger. We want to 
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promote a politics of love. We never abuse, even our enemies. But just 
examine what BJP is doing. They indulge in a politics of anger. They 
keep on abusing our leaders and Congress party”, said the Congress 
Vice President.

“We need to have a politics of love, affection and brotherhood. That is 
what great leaders like Gandhi ji and Ambedkar Ji taught us”, concluded 
Shri Rahul Gandhi.

BIhAR
People have fine tuned radars to find out truths 
about claims of Modi
Kishanganj, Bihar: Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
16th April, 2014 said the BJP’s prime ministerial candidate, Narendra 
Modi, should stop fooling people, charging that the Gujarat model was 
not in the interest of the masses.

Addressing a huge rally in Kishanganj, Shri Rahul Gandhi said: “None 
can make fools [ulloos] of Biharis. The people of Bihar will make 
their own model and run it well. They don’t need any model. All that 
needs to be done is give them a free hand. You don’t suffer from any 
shortcomings.”  “You must have heard about radars which are mainly 
used to track aeroplanes. Similarly the people, especially from Bihar, 
also possess fine tuned radars. It is highly technically effective so that 
truth can be easily found out”.

He once again slammed the much hyped and said ‘Nowadays there are 
huge talks by the BJP leaders and Modi about Gujarat model. They make 
big claims that BJP could transform Gujarat. I have renamed Gujarat 
model as toffee model. What is happening under Gujarat model? About 
45000 acres of land, almost the size of Purnia, has been given for a mere 
Rs 300 crore to a single industrialist – Adani- by Modi govt. Today, a 
toffee costs Rs. 1 but Modi government gave lands at Rs. 1. This is the 
‘toffee model’. Same is the case with the major coastal line in Gujarat. 
A loan of Rs 10,000 crore was given to Tata at 0.1% interest rate for 
the Nano project. But a poor farmer can get loan only at an interest 
rate of 12%, but Tata gets loan at 0.1% interest rate for 25 years! The 
amount is more than what is spent on health and education in Gujarat”

“Let us examine some more facts of this ‘toffee model’ of BJP and Modi. 
About 40 lakh people in Gujarat are under BPL. 40% of the people are 
not getting adequate drinking water facilities in Gujarat; one out of 
two kids starves”, he added.

“This election is a battle of two ideologies; between love and hatred. 
Congress talks with love, encourages brotherhood. But on the other 
side BJP spreads hatred and promotes anger. It makes people fight 
each other. BJP’s friend Shiv Sena, beat up your people in Maharashtra. 
Just listen to BJP leaders’ speeches. You will hear not a single speech 
which doesn’t have anger. They never acknowledge the good works of 
others. BJP thinks that only one man in has the entire knowledge and 
rest know nothing”, explained Shri Rahul Gandhi and continued, “For 
BJP, this coming election is not for India or its people. They are not 
bothered about the poor, farmers or women in our country. For them, 
this election is for just Modi. They are not bothered about the people. 
They forgot the glorious contributions of the people of Gujarat for 
developing that state. Modi now claims that he is the only man behind 
the entire progress of Gujarat”.

“Congress wants welfare of entire people, especially the poor and 
downtrodden. We therefore initiated a right-based paradigm. But what 
ideology does BJP follow? Under its model, only one man has authority 
for entire decisions. He urges people to make him the chowkeedar of 
the country.  BJP wants to make him a chowkeedar (watchman) to 
solve all the issues in our country; but Congress wants to make every 
citizen a chowkeedar of our nation”, said the Congress Vice President.

So, please open your radars and know the truth. Vote for Congress and 
elect our candidates. I thank you for your warm love and I acknowledge 
your knowledge and wisdom. Leaders have nothing and the only one 
asset they have is your trust. I have full trust in you and I do not need 
anything else” concluded Rahul Gandhi.

mADhyA PRADEsh
Rahul Gandhi in MP: BJP leaders spit venom but 
Congress respects even its enemies
Khandwa (madhya pradesh): In a relentless offensive against BJP, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi on 17th April, 2014 accused it of playing “divisive” 
politics, saying the rival party wants to split India into “two parts” unlike 
Congress which wants a “united single Hindustan”.  “BJP spreads hatred 
and promotes anger. It makes people fight each other”, said Congress 
Vice President Rahul Gandhi while addressing a huge election rally at 
Khandwa Stadium, in Madhya Pradesh.

Addressing a series of election rallies in Chhattisgarh and Madhya 
Pradesh, the Congress Vice-President also said that if BJP were to come 
to power after Lok Sabha polls, the country will fall into the hands of 
a “select very rich people”.

 “Congress talks with love, encourages brotherhood. But on the other 
side BJP spreads hatred and promotes anger. It makes people fight 
each other. BJP’s friend Shiv Sena, beat up people from UP and Bihar 
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in Maharashtra. In Karnataka, its cadres beat up women. In Gujarat 
its government is trying to evict the Sikh farmers from the state. BJP 
ideology is divisive and based on anger”, said the Congress leader and 
added, “”Just listen to the speeches of BJP leaders. It is full of hatred 
and anger. But if you hear our speeches, you can see that none of our 
leaders talk like BJP does. Congress leaders never abuse anyone. They 
talk with respect even about their enemies”.

Slamming BJP about its double-speak on corruption, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said, “BJP talks big on corruption, but the rampant corruption 
in the states ruled by them is not visible for them. They do not see 
that the ministers who are involved in huge Vyapam scam in Madhya 
Pradesh walk freely. No actions are being taken against the corrupt here. 
On one side, BJP talks about graft, but in Karnataka, it joins hands with 
tainted Yeddyurappa, who was jailed for corruption charges”.

“Congress works with love and it promotes brotherhood. We don’t 
play politics of hatred; that is BJP’s job” asserted the Congress Vice 
President. “BJP wants an India, which belongs to 2-3 industrialists. 
BJP claims that its government had transformed Gujarat. They do 
not acknowledge the glorious contributions of the women and the 
people there for developing the state since long.. Now a new leader 
has come who claims credit for the entire Gujarat development.. His 
name is Narendra Modi”, continued Rahul Gandhi in a direct attack 
on Modi and BJP.

He also pooh-poohed the much hyped Gujarat model again by saying 
Anyone who gets more than Rs. 11 a day is rich in Gujarat! 40% of the 
people are not getting adequate drinking water facilities in Gujarat; 
one out of two kids starves. About 27000 vacancies in government 
jobs meant for SC/ST remain vacant there. Forest act is not being 
implemented properly in Gujarat.. Still BJP boasts ‘Gujarat Model’, 
said Rahul Gandhi.

“We realise that without the power of our people, we can never build 
our nation” underlined the Congress leader and once again taunted 
BJP by saying, “BJP talks nowadays about women empowerment. But 
in Karnataka, its cadres beat up women in the name of moral policing. 
In BJP ruled Chhattisgarh, about 20000 women are missing. In Gujarat 
under Modi, they tap phones of woman. Entire Gujarat police are sent 
after a woman. But still, it puts up posters on woman empowerment”. 
“There is no need to empower our women; but just respect them. If 
you do so, they can make wonders”, he added.

He urged the voters to support Congress and to ensure a huge victory 
for his party so that once again a pro-poor government could be formed 
at the Centre. 

wEsT BEngAL
Rahul Gandhi attacks Mamata Banerjee over 
rising rapes, Saradha scam
malda, West Bengal: Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
launched a direct attack on West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on 19th April, 2014. Addressing two separate huge rallies in 
Congress strongholds Malda and Murshidabad, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
slammed Chief Minister Mamta Banerjee for failing to provide security 
to women in the state.

Openly naming Mamata, Shri Rahul said though the state now had a 

woman Chief Minister, Bengal had the dubious distinction of being 
ranked first in cases of rape. “On one hand you talk about women’s 
empowerment, and on the other hand Mamata ji’s government is setting 
new world records (in crime against women). Bengal has become 
number one in crime against women. You have a woman Chief Minister 
yet the most number of rape cases take place in Bengal,” .

“The present state government does not do justice to this region. You 
cultivate mangoes; this place is known for jute. You must have good 
food processing stores and youth must be able to secure jobs. But your 
govt does not talk about jobs, MNREGA or foods. There are reports 
of big scams here like Chit fund scam in which about 20 lakh people 
suffered loss. The government has not been doing anything since two 
years. The enforcement directorate of SEBI had asked the West Bengal 
government to take actions against the guilty. But the state government 
not only took any such action, instead is protecting the accused”, 
lamented the Congress leader.

“The state government here alleges that the Centre is not sending 
adequate funds to West Bengal. But the amount of Rs. 1200 cr sent to 
the state under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA, but Mamata government 
did not utilize it. Even huge funds remain unused in this region too,” 
further said Shri Rahul Gandhi adding, “These people talk big but do 
nothing for the poor. Unemployment is rampant here”.

The Congress Vice President said that the UPA Government at the 
centre, for the first time, had formed a separate ministry for minority 
affairs. “We also implemented most of the recommendations of the 
Sachar committee; gave scholarship to the students belonging to 
minority communities”, he added.

Taking on the Left, Shri Rahul Gandhi commented, “We need 
development but at the same time, we want to connect the poor and 
downtrodden also with progress. We want them also to avail its benefits. 
CPI (M)’s ideology is no more relevant. Countries like Russia and China 
have already rejected that ideology. But communists in West Bengal 
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still continue with that rejected idea. They want no development and 
want no industries to come up”.

“On the other side, you have BJP’s idea. It wants to forget the poor and 
serve a handful of big industrialists. They want to take away all wealth 
of the country and hand over it to some businessmen. But Congress 
strongly does not want that to happen. We will never let the poor to 
suffer. If there is development, it is a must that the poor, downtrodden 
and the weak also must get its benefits. Congress wants development 
along with upliftment of the poor. We want a partnership of farmers, 
poor, youth, farmers and women with the business houses”, asserted 
Rahul Gandhi.

West Bengal tops in atrocities against women. We want to give 33% 
reservation for women in Parliament and assemblies. The bill is still 
pending as the BJP is opposing its passage. But, when we will form a 
government in 2014, the first thing we would do is passing this bill. 
Further, we will connect more women with banks through Self Help 
Groups so that more women can establish their own small business 
endeavours.  2000 mahila police stations will be opened and will ensure 
that 25% of police force is women. We cannot move forward without 
empowering our women. We want to give more powers to women 
and the youth. This is the difference between the Congress and 
opposition”, he quipped.

 “Peace is essential for development. So please ensure the defeat 
of parties which spread hatred and anger. We can never gain 
anything with divisive ideology. We need a government that 
unites and we must reject all others who divide us”, appealed Shri 
Rahul Gandhi while concluding his address.

mAhARAshTRA
Opposition speaks loudly about development 
but does nothing
Bandra, mumbai: Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
visited Bandra, Mumbai to address a mammoth election rally 
on 20th April, 2014. While speaking to masses, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi launched a blistering attack on Narendra Modi and BJP 

by saying, “I did not see any woman on the poster of the BJP about 
women empowerment except Modi’s own picture. Gujarat CM uses 
the power of police and administration to tap the phone of a lady.”

He said “Congress President was supposed to come here but she was 
not well, so I am here to meet you. Congress party was born in Mumbai; 
Congress party’s ideology is in the DNA of Congress respects everyone. 
The opposition makes people to fight with each other. We don’t want 
a divided India, but we want one India for everyone”.  

“We don’t want 2 India. We just want one India- for both poor and 
the rich. Opposition wants it otherwise,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi 
aggressively. “Congress ideology is to respect every religion, caste, 
community and region. Opposition ask us about our contribution to 
India in last 10 years,” he noted.

Rahul Gandhi lashed out at BJP by saying, “opposition blames that no 
development took place after Independence. Congress has lifted 15 Cr 
people out of poverty. BJP leaders came to Mumbai, and talk big; they 
don’t want people to get ‘Right to Food’, ‘Right to Work”.  “When we 
try to empower people opposition asks questions. We interacted with 
fishermen to understand their issues, before making our manifesto,” 
Rahul Gandhi added.

“If we come back we will give people right to health so that, the poor 
can go to the hospital and  get free medicine. We will open the doors 
of hospitals for poor, labours and fishermen,” said Congress Vice 
President. We plan to establish 2000 women police stations; we will 
ensure 25% women in police force- If UPA comes back to power. We 
have started building the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor,this will 
benefit millions of our youth. We will put the new class of 70 Crore 
people which is above BPL but below middle class to the Middle 
Class.  He also added Monorail project has already been launched; 
Sea Link, Chembur Santa Cruz Link Road, Eastern Freeway has been 
opened, and we built International Airport. Metro is going to start in 
the city very soon here. The entire country realises the strength and 
the knowledge of Mumbai

“Opposition speaks loudly about development but do nothing. Before 
Modi ji,was there nothing  in Gujarat? People were sleeping for 60 
years? No Amul was there?  Gujarat shined only after Modi ji came to 
power? BJP thinks only Modi ji knows everything and has the solution 
of every problem; we want to establish a partnership between poor and 
rich,” Rahul Gandhi continued his attack on BJP.
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AnDhRA PRADEsh
Telangana state is a reality because of Congress.  
TRS forgot its promise to Congress, dalits and it’ll 
forget you too
mahbubnagar, andhra pradesh: Congress Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi struck an emotional chord with the people of Telangana as he 
addressed a mammoth election rally at Mehbubnagar, which now lies in 
the Telangana region on 21st April, 2014. He reiterated that Telangana 
could have never been formed had it not been for the Congress party 
and Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s sincere effort.

“For the past sixty years, you were seeing a dream and now on June 2, 
that dream is going to be a reality. Many people had fought for it, several 
sacrificed their lives and lots of women, youth and teachers contributed 
and today, that dream has come true”, said the Congress Vice President.

“Congress also played a big role in fulfilling this dream. Without 
Congress, this dream would never have been a reality. We listened to 
your voices, adhered to democratic principles and now a new state – 
Telangana is going to be formed. The state of Andhra Pradesh will be 
divided into two and our endeavour will be to ensure that the dreams 
of the people of both states are met with. Whatever we promise, we 
deliver”, added the Congress Vice President.

Rahul Gandhi continued, taking on TRS in the state. “I just want to 
remind you about some facts. TDP and BJP had blocked the formation 
of Telangana. When we were pushing for this bill, TRS was nowhere 
in the scene. TRS was formed in 2001 and the Congress had passed 
a resolution to make a separate Telangana state in 2000.  Congress 
wants social justice for all and here too. We never do politics of hatred 
and anger”, he said. “TRS just makes promises. They also had made 
some promises to Congress party. They had assured that TRS will be 
merged with the Congress. It had also promised that next Telangana 
Chief Minister would be a Dalit. But TRS forgot all these promise. 
Similarly, they will forget the promises given to the people too. The 
TRS leaders want just one thing – the power”, said the Congress leader.  
Rahul accused TRS of being hungry for power. He lashed out at the 
party, saying that it failed to fulfill any of its promises so far and would 
forget about its people too. 

“In the new Telangana state, everyone – SC/ST/OBC/Women – all 
must have space. Our idea of social justice is to ensure that the most 
backward people also get a role in development. In Telangana, I assure, 
everyone will get respect and we will uphold the democratic values”, 
asserted Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“BJP makes Hindus fight with Muslims. The people of Telangana always 
believed in love and brotherhood and these values are necessary if 
we want to take a state strongly forward”, argued the Congress Vice 
President.

“If you want to have a strong and stable state, you need a visionary 
government. Congress knows how to run a government in a state as 
well as in Delhi. It also knows how to bring in development. If we form 
a government here, you will witness tremendous growth. We will ensure 
that every one will get benefits, without any discrimination. We will 
never let the benefits go to a selected group. Every person will feel their 
importance in the system”, promised Shri Rahul Gandhi.

He said “we are going to give people some more rights. There are many 

poor who do not have a strong house, a strong roof, over their heads. 
We are going to guarantee every poor Indian a strong roof over their 
heads. We are going to ensure that not a single Indian is left who does 
not have a strong roof over his head. We are going to give people a 
right to shelter”. 

He further said “When a rich persons falls sick it is easy for him to 
avail any kind of treatment. But this is not the case with a poor person. 
In Andhra Pradesh, there was a free medicines scheme implemented 
by us and lakhs of people benefitted by it. Now we want this to be 
replicated across the country. If one member falls ill in a poor family, 
entire members suffer. We therefore, will give every poor, a right to 
health by which they can avail medicines and healthcare facilities free 
of cost. We will open the doors of the hospitals for them so that they 
can have easy access. Like we gave the right to work and food, we will 
give you the right to medicine and right to shelter to the poor”.

Connecting himself with women supporters he said “We empowered 
women by giving 50% reservation for them in Panchayats. After that we 
have placed the bill to give 33% reservation for women in Lok Sabha and 
Vidhan Sabha. Our opposition parties refuse to let us pass this bill. The 
first thing we are going to do when we come back to power in 2014 is to 
pass this women reservation bill in Parliament. We are also going to give 
2000 dedicated women police stations so that women can comfortably 
go there and tell their issues. Some time back, women delegation came 
to me and said they no more want 9 gas cylinders but they need 12. 
I conveyed this message to our Prime Minister, Congress President 
and Chidambaram Ji and within minutes the Congress party decided 
to give the women in this country 12 cylinders”.  Through Self Help 
Group movement millions of women are connected with the banks; 
they take small bank loans and run their businesses in their homes. 

“Now you have a new state. It is now the people to decide whether they 
should dream small or big. If you want to dream big, support Congress 
and elect its candidates”, concluded the AICC Vice President.
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TAmIL nADu
Congress will now go alone in Tamil Nadu
Ramanathapuram, tamil nadu: Congress vice president Rahul 
Gandhi on 21st April, 2014 said in future also, the party will stand 
alone in Tamil Nadu and bring a government liked by the people. 
Addressing an election rally in Ramanathapuram (Tamilnadu), about 
520 km from Chennai, he said: “I am proud to see Congress cadres 
working enthusiastically in the elections.”  Shri Rahul Gandhi expressed 
his happiness at the party putting up a strong challenge in the general 
elections despite fighting alone.

He further said “Now we are not going to compromise; we will fight 
not only this Parliament election but also will fight to win Assembly 
elections too so that Congress can come to power here. We are going 
to give the people of Tamil Nadu the type of government they deserve. 
You must also remember that this is a Lok Sabha election and Tamil 
parties are not going to form a government at the Centre. You must 
ensure that a pro-poor, secular government comes in Delhi.”

 “Over the last ten years the Congress party is ruling at the Centre. The 
UPA govt. believes in bringing the poor in our country to the main 
stream.  We do not believe in politics of making one person fighting 
against other”, he said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi striking a chord with Tamil Nadu by saying, “I would 
like to remember the great leader Sh. K Kamaraj who was big leader 
of Tamil Nadu, who gave us the mid-day meal scheme, which runs all 
across the country and helps millions of people. It shows his vision that 
fifty years ago he could think of such a good scheme that today uses 
not only this country but in many other countries to help poor people” 
and assured, “I am aware that the fisherman here have issues with the 
Sri Lankan navy and we are trying to find a solution for it. I am sure 
we will soon be able to resolve this issue and bring you the benefit”.

Exposing the double-speak of the BJP over corruption, the Congress 
Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “The Lokpal bill is a tremendous 
weapon to fight corruption and the Congress party is responsible to 
pass it in the Parliament. The opposition tried all its ways to block its 
passage. They did not allow Parliament to function; came into the Well 
of the House; but eventually we passed it. We did not stop there. We 
proposed five more anti-corruption bills – each one is powerful as RTI 
and Lokpal. We told our opposition that if they are serious enough to 
fight corruption, help us pass these five bills too and corruption will be 
beaten in this country. We were ready to pass these bills; entire senior 
leadership of our party were supporting it;   but the opposition refused 
to pass these bills” and asked, “If they are serious to fight corruption, 
why aren’t they telling us how they are planning to do it?”

“I would like to say now something about our women. One of the 
reasons why Tamil Nadu does so well is that the women here are 
involved in development in the state. I am happy to see so many women 
here. You are the backbone of our country and you help move this 
country forward. Our opposition talks big about women empowerment 
but once again, they do not explain how they are going to do it”, said 
Shri Rahul Gandhi.

He continued his attack on BJP and Modi’s Gujarat model and 
commented, “We do not need a govt. that promotes hatred and anger. 
We do not want a government that makes Hindus fight Muslims. We 
do not need a govt. that imposes ideas from one state to another”.

“Tamil Nadu has shown not only India but rest of the world what Tamil 
people can do. Mr. Modi talks about the Gujarat Model may be he 
must come here and have a look at this Tamil Nadu model”, said Rahul 
Gandhi in a dig at BJP prime ministerial candidate Narendra Modi.

ChhATTIsgARh
UPA III will give houses, medical facilities to poor
Durg, chhattisgarh: Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi promised 
the poor living in Chhattisgarh that UPA III would provide them free 
housing and medical facilities if it returns to power. “In keeping with 
your expectation, if UPA III forms government at the centre, we will 
provide you free houses and medical facilities,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said 
in an election rally in Durg district.

Gandhi trashed Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s development claims, 
noting the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) registered better 
growth rate than the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
government.  “We built three times more roads than the NDA 
government. We provided two times more electricity, and our growth 
rate has been better than the NDA government,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said

While addressing a mega party rally on 22nd April, 2104 at Durg in 
Chhattisgarh, the Vice President said, “BJP and Modi talk loud about 
corruption. But BJP manifesto does not have any solid action plan to 
fight corruption. Further, it does not see the large scale corruption 
in Chhattisgarh. BJP just does lip service but does nothing. We gave 
you RTI – the powerful weapon to fight corruption. The information 
which was confined to one section of persons and offices is now on 
public domain. One can get any information about govt functioning. 
Lots of corruption cases came out.  In Gujarat there are no sufficient 
RTI commissioners.  One man rules Gujarat and now he wants people 
to make him the ‘chowkeedar’ of India.”

He said “This election is a fight between two ideologies. On one side 
there is Congress party which believes in love, brother hood and unites 
people. On the other side we have divisive BJP ideology which makes 
one person fights with another. Their people beat up people of UP and 
Bihar in Maharashtra”.

election campaign



Congress sandesh | 35 | april 2014

He further said “Just listen to Dr Manmohan Singh ji. He never says ‘I 
‘but ‘we’. But Modi ji keeps on saying ‘mein, mein, mein...’. Now Modi 
ji and BJP says nothing happened in last 60 years in our country. They 
say no development took place after independence. They claim they will 
do in 3 months what we could not do in 60 years! Modi urges people to 
make him the watchman of our country and to change the country. One 
man can never develop a nation. Modi says Gujarat developed because 
of him. He ignores the works of the people for developing Gujarat and 
the Amul co-operative movement and the efforts of the women there. 

In an indirect reference to BJP’s internal rifts, the Congress Vice 
President added, “BJP sidelined its senior leaders like Advani, ousted 
Jaswant Singh. Vajpayee Ji is not active now otherwise BJP would have 
sidelined him too”.

On women Shri Rahul Gandhi said “BJP talks nowadays about women 
empowerment. But in Karnataka, its cadres beat up women in the name 
of moral policing. In BJP ruled Chhattisgarh, about 20000 women are 
missing. In Gujarat under Modi, entire police force is after a woman and 
taps her phones. In Karnataka, BJP cadres beat up women in Karnataka. 
Still, it puts up posters on woman empowerment” he continued with a 
comment, “There is no need to empower our women; but just respect 
them. If you do so, they can make wonders”.

Explaining the future plan after the 2014 polls, Rahul Gandhi said, “We 
will connect more women with banks using Self Help Groups. We plan 
to establish 2000 women-police stations. We also plan to ensure that 
25% of the police force will be women”.

“We need a government that treats everyone equally. We can never 
follow a politics that promotes anger and hatred. Country can never 
develop with such thoughts. Congress ideology is based on love and 
brotherhood. We want development but also want its benefits reach 
everyone, equally”, concluded Shri Rahul Gandhi. v
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The fourth phase of election are about to commence and you’ve 
been touring the country extensively. What is the response you 
have received so far?

The situation varies from state to state. The campaign is pretty good. 
The results should reflect this.

are you saying the exit polls are not reflecting the ground reality?

In 2004, the exit polls predicted Congress party would lose. There was 
so much talk about the India Shining marketing campaign. In 2009, 
they said the same.

But the results were contradictory. The marketing is good. The BJP 
knows how to market itself. But in the end, the result will speak for 
itself.

if the BJp’s marketing is good. Why hasn’t the congress party been 
able to replicate it? Did the congress fail at marketing? You’ve been 
in power for 10 years, but this election has become modi-centric.

Look, the Congress vote base primarily consists of the poor. The BJP 
vote base consists of corporates. As a result, their marketing abilities 
are better. Our ability to get results, our programmes, our ability to 
establish direct contact with the people is better. Generally, in every 
campaign, they are able to generate more noise. Examine any BJP 
campaign, they are high on noise, but the results speak otherwise. If 
you ask psephologists, they will also agree with this view point that 
the bias towards the Congress is strong. That the poor, the weak prefer 
to vote for the Congress party.

So you’re saying that you are confident of congress getting majority?

We should get a majority. But ours is an ideological fight. There are two 
ideologies. We believe in empowering as many people as possible. We 
talk about decentralisation. We talk about giving people their right. 

TO EmPOwER PEOPLE Is my LIfE’s 
mIssIOn, sAys RAhuL gAnDhI In A 
mOsT CAnDID InTERvIEw
In the exclusive interview, Congress Vice-president Shri Rahul 
Gandhi says while most political parties focus on petty issues and 
election results, he would rather focus on nation-building. “The 
mission of my life is to empower the people of India,” he tells India 
Today Group’s Javed M. Ansari in his first Hindi interview.

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s most candid interview till date telecast on 
Headlines Today, a renowned India Today Group’s News channel.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also said in his exclusive interview “This is an 
ideological fight. Congress stands for decentralization of power 
while BJP believes in centralization of power.”  Speaking about his party’s approach to development, Gandhi 
says, “Congress empowered the people. We want more people involved in the process of nation-building.” 
Following is the detailed interview:-

They (BJP) believe in concentration of power. They want maximum 
power to be vested in one person and that’s how the entire country 
should be run. The philosophical approach is very different. If you look 
at the Congress’s achievements, they would be instances of when the 
people have been empowered. This has been a trend since the freedom 
movement. During the freedom movement, people were empowered. 
During the Green Revolution, the people were empowered. During 
the Telecom Revolution, we gave them the power. And now, with the 
rights-based paradigm, we have empowered the people. Our objective 
is that the country should be run by as many people as possible.

When you talk about empowering the people, i feel you are talking 
about welfare programmes.

No. I’m not talking about welfare alone. I’m talking about a support 
system. There should be progress, we must develop the country, roads 
should be built, schools and colleges should be built. But the poor 
in this country need a basic launch pad. The poor cannot sustain on 
roads. A poor man needs a minimum support base. That’s why we 
repeatedly talk about basic rights. That’s the reason we talk about right 
to food, right to employment. Once the poor get a launch pad, they 
can take off. In Uttar Pradesh, I have worked a lot with the poor. And 
if a person is below the poverty line, then to take off, without support, 
is very difficult. This is the difference.

We want a partnership to exist between the poor and the business 
class in this country. Both must co-exist and work together. Their 
(BJP) thinking is that the entire focus should be on three or four 
industrialists and everything else will automatically be sorted out. 
They believe in the trickle-down effect. In the US also, they tried the 
trickle-down system. If you read that literature, you will know this 
trickle-down effect failed.

Some people believe that your developmental model does not have 

Headlines Today EXCLUSIVE
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a connect with the aspirational class, does not resonate with the 
youth of the country. now, you are a young leader yourself. Why do 
you think this disconnect exists? What do you offer them? Because 
apart from talk of empowerment, they want jobs, progress, basic 
amenities like roads.

We have a two-pronged approach. We have developed this to a great 
degree. If you examine statistics of number of roads built, power 
generation, water, etc, the Congress has fared better than the NDA 
government. They talk about roads, but we have built three times the 
number of roads they claim to have built. This is the reality across 
the country. If you like, you can check this. We are talking about a 
manufacturing corridor from Delhi to Mumbai, Mumbai to Chennai, 
Chennai to Bangalore and from Delhi to Kolkata. We are building a 
manufacturing backbone. Roads, power, water, a dedicated freight 
corridor. We are collaborating with Japan. We are trying  to build the 
backbone of this country on the basis of manufacturing. Crores will 
find employment. Today everything is ‘Made in China’. We want to 
change that to ‘Made in India’. And we are doing that. We believe that 
you build infrastructure, but if the human resources are not prepared, 
then what is the point? Where is our pool of human resources? In the 
villages, in rural India, among the poor. If you haven’t prepared them, 
then what can possibly happen later?

Would you agree that the discourse this election has become modi-
centric? He’s talking about the gujarat model. You are talking 
about something else. all the development work that you said the 
congress party is responsible for, why do you think the message is 
not going out to the public?

Reality is we have been in government for the last 10 years. You 
cannot change that. That by itself is a huge achievement. After the 
Nehru government, the Manmohan Singh government has enjoyed 
the longest tenure. I cannot dispute the fact that there will be some 
sense of anti-incumbency. The anti-incumbency factor is a given fact. 
But, in the last 10 years, I spoke of human resources, 15 crore people 
have been uplifted, they are now above the poverty line. They are part 
of our country’s human resource. I believe that we have given people 
their rights, built roads, constructed airports, so we have improved 

the lives of a lot of people. I think that will benefit us.

But modi says the same. He says look at the gujarat model. We have 
ensured 24-hour water supply, power, connectivity, world-class 
roads, investment. Why is it that apart from the primary message 
they espouse, a lot of people are believing in the gujarat model? 

Look, Gujarat first stood on its feet on the basis of small businesses. 
Amul, the co-operative movement, is what Gujarat draws its strength 
from. Let’s look at the Gujarat model. One man, whose business 
turnover, 10 years ago, was Rs.3,000 crore is Rs.40,000 crore today. 
You are talking about Adani?

I don’t want to take names. He’s worth Rs.40,000 crore. How did this 
happen? Land the size of Vadodara was given to him. Are you aware 
at what cost? For Rs. 300 crore. Land the size of Vadodara was handed 
to him. You know the length of the Mumbai coastline. Coastline the 
length of the Mumbai coastline was given to him. Now, you talk about 
the state. Textile industry is finished. I have interacted with diamond 
cutters of Gujarat. They are perishing. Their children are dying of 
hunger. The farmers are crying. The state has maximum labour 
disputes. But, there is marketing. They come on TV and talk. So, this 
is the reality of the Gujarat model. Favour two or three industrialists. 
It’s very simple. Can you name any other industrialists in Gujarat?

Rahul, surely you are aware that your government faces the very 
same charges that you are making against the gujarat model. 
charges of crony capitalism and corruption. How do you answer 
that charge? 

Corruption is India’s reality. But if we have to combat corruption, 
then we have to stop talking and start acting. How will that change 
happen? With institutional framework, not rhetoric. You read the 
BJP manifesto. They say they will fight against corruption. But point 
me to where they specify their strategy. What will they do to act 
against corruption? The biggest achievement in this direction, and I 
have contributed to it, has been the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 
You are a journalist. You can ask any question, go to any office, fill an 
RTI application and ask questions. You can even go into the Prime 
Minister’s Office with the power of your pen. We have given you this 
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power. Corruption has been exposed because of this. We brought 
the Lokpal Bill. Where does the maximum corruption take place? In 
land deals. We brought the Land Acquisition Bill. Earlier what used 
to happen is that thousands of acres, like it happens in Gujarat, used 
to be handed over to an individual with just one signature. Now, that 
cannot happen. We have taken some major steps towards eradicating 
corruption. And, these are institutional steps. The difference lies in 
walking the talk.

Your critics say there is a contradiction in what you say and what 
you do. You intervened, blocked the ordinance (against entry of 
criminals into parliament). But then you went and forged a deal 
with lalu prasad. Do you not think you should have intervened a 
long time ago and with much more force?

Like I told you, I intervened during RTI. I was not at the forefront, I 
stayed in the background. When Lokpal was being discussed, I spoke 
about a constitutional amendment. A constitutional Lokpal would be 
stronger than the Lokpal Bill we have passed. The one that has been 
passed is institutional, a body like the Election Commission. Take 
MNREGA, for instance. What used to happen was that there were 
several schemes. Every scheme bred its own share of corruption. We 
took all those schemes and centralised them. We took all those schemes 
and made them one. This was also an anti-corruption measure. If 
you look at Right to Food, it’s a reformed version of the PDS. I’m on 
the job. And most of what I have achieved has been with the Youth 
Congress and NSUI with slow, small steps. Look, if you are serious 
about weeding out corruption, you should know it’s going to be a long 
battle, not a small fight. I’ve been on the job and I will continue to be 
on it. I think that if you want to emerge victorious, you will have to 
change the political parties. The solution will emerge from doing that.

How? How do we change political parties?

I’ll explain. We elect the Lok Sabha and the state assemblies. About 
700 representatives in parliament and more than 4,000 across the 
state assemblies. These are the people who run the country. These 
people make all the laws. How many people chose them? Who chose 
the candidate? Ten people in the BJP, another 10-15 people in the 
Congress party. Another one or two people in Mulayam Singh’s party. 
In Mayawati’ party, one person. Till you don’t open up the choice of 
candidates, till you don’t give the power to the hundreds, thousands 
of people to choose their candidate, till then this framework will 
remain closed. And this is the central point. Modi says I will make 
all the decisions. Today, hundreds of people are choosing candidates. 
He (Modi) says I will choose all the candidates. We say no. Crores of 
people should have the power to decide. That’s why we speak of the 
primaries system.

You started the primaries system, but in Vadodara one man was 
chosen, but madhusudan mistry appointed to contest the election. 

I want to first tell you a little about the primary system, explain 
what it is all about. In modern democracy, let’s talk about Western 
democracies that are a little more advanced when it comes to 
representation. When a candidate is chosen there, like in the case 
of Obama, lakhs of people chose the candidate. Here, a decision like 
that is taken behind closed doors. The primary is all about changing 
that. Earlier, 15 candidates were chosen by a handful of people. Now, 
15 candidates are chosen by 12,000 people. Association members, 
Congress party workers, block president, district president, women’s 

wing president. Fifteen candidates are chosen by 12,000 people. I 
want a day to come when Congress party’s decisions are not taken by 
Rahul Gandhi, but by hundreds and thousands of people. This will 
empower people. That’s how we will fight corruption. Earlier, a district 
magistrate used to decide everything. The residents of that village 
would raise an objection but the district magistrate would overrule 
them. The Panchayati Raj system was introduced. It challenged the 
authority of the district magistrate and things moved forward. Let 
me come to Vadodara. What happened is, one young man from the 
Congress stood as candidate and won the primary, but the other 
main contender said I want to fight the election from Vadodara. The 
chosen candidate, the young leader admitted that prestige was at 
stake in this election and said that if the Congress party wants some 
other candidate to stand from this seat, I will step aside. Don’t judge 
the idea on the basis of one anomaly. It’s a big idea that has caught 
the imagination of the Congress party. Our workers are charged up. 
And if you speak to Youth Congress workers, if you talk to Mahila 
Congress workers, they will acknowledge the system as a success. 
I want every Indian to enjoy that feeling of being represented. You 
should also feel that you participated in the process through which 
your candidate was chosen.

This is a democratic step that you have initiated, but a lot of your 
admirers, several in your party believe that it is ahead of its time. In 
2014, how will this be effective? How will it stop Narendra Modi?

What are you doing for 2014? We’ve seen you campaign and you 
have raised the aggression and the fight has become personal. 

No, the fight has not become personal. Narendra Modi is a personality 
whose personal issues I’m not interested in. But he represents an 
ideology. The ideology he represents is to make one community fight 
with another. This ideology is dangerous for India. My fight is against 
that ideology. Now, in Gujarat he has his own economic ideas. I told 
you my opinion on those economic ideas. For one or two or three 
people to be entrusted with the entire country’s wealth is dangerous. 
This is what I fight against. I’m not interested in personal attacks and 
I don’t veer into that area.

The ideology that you refer to, your allies like the Samajwadi party 
have been criticised for endorsing. take for example, mulayam 
Singh’s and azam Khan’s recent comments. How can you continue 
to work with them?

Listen, we are fighting with the Samajwadi Party. It’s the same fight 
that we have against the BJP.

it’s an ideological fight?

Vice pReSiDent’s inteRVieW
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We are challenging them in UP. We don’t have a partnership with the 
Samajwadi Party. Look, any kind of fundamentalism is dangerous for 
India. Our country progresses only when there is communal harmony. 
We have governed for 10 years now. There is a debate about growth 
rate. We have delivered a high rate of growth. We have built roads, we 
have generated adequate power, we lifted 15 crore people above the line 
of poverty. We have delivered on both counts. There is no marketing, 
there is no glitz. But programmess, information, to understand the 
people’s pain, the Congress knows how to do that.

You’ve been influencing decisions. a lot of people say you should’ve 
joined the government earlier. That the issues you are pressing on 
would have received more attention. Do you want to come to power? 
Do you want to be the prime minister?

If you read our constitution, it says the prime minister will be chosen by 
members of parliament. This is what our constitution says. What we see 
nowadays, a prime ministerial candidate, is not really constitutional. 
MPs choosing a PM after the elections is constitutional. If our MPs 
choose me, then I will not back down from taking on the responsibility. 
But, the people have not voted yet. If I say, at this point, that I want to 
be prime minister, it would amount to me disrespecting the people 
of this country. In a way, I’m a servant to the country and I work for 
the people of the country and I respect them.

The biggest charge against you is that the economy went downhill. 
That from 9 per cent our growth rate came down to 5 per cent. if 
you come to power again, how will you address this issue?

This is all marketing glitz. The truth is that we have, in our 10 years, 
delivered a much higher growth rate as compared to the five years 
that the NDA was in power. At the end of the day, there has been a 
global recession and it has caused a slowdown in India as well. But, 
if you compare, we have fared a lot better than the BJP. And this is 
the reality. People of India are aware of it. The business class needs 
to understand that we will move ahead with this partnership. Only 
when there is a partnership between the common man and industry 
leaders, will the nation move ahead. If you focus only on the poor and 
forget the business class, we will not progress. If you focus only on 
the businessmen and forget the poor, we will not progress. And this 
partnership can be forged only with mutual understanding. It cannot 
be forced. And this is our aim. We talk about the manufacturing 
corridor, we talk about roads, we talk about power, but in the same 
breath, we talk about the poor as well. Some say, we are not getting 
trained people. But where will you get these trained workers from? 
It is the poor people who have to be trained. If you want to develop a 
resource pool that consists of only those who are below the poverty 
line, then who will work in your factories? Who will run your 
computers? So, this is our thought process. And the truth is that 
India’s future is optimistic. We are moving ahead with a good pace. 
The rest of the world is in shutdown mode. China is Number 1, India 
is number 2. If we are tolerant and work with everyone, I guarantee 
that we will, in the next 5-6 years, leave China behind. And if we 
fight, if Hindus and Muslims fight, if the rich and poor fight, if a 
Maharashtrian fights with a person from UP, then this growth that 
we are talking about will fall flat.

We’ve visited amethi, our election express is in amethi right now. 
people there complain there is no power, roads are bad and you are 
the sitting mp from there. 

In Uttar Pradesh, the Samajwadi Party runs the state government. 
Roads, schools, electricity are responsibilities of the Samajwadi Party. 
We have constructed the national highways. The Central government 
in Delhi has done a lot in that regard. We have done a lot of work for 
and with women in Amethi. We have opened bank accounts for over 
10-12 lakh women and it has changed their lives. But UP does not 
have a Congress government and that is the reality. This is why the 
people suffer. This is a fact that we will have to accept.

Thank you for talking to us. This is a very crucial phase in the 
elections and you are playing a pivotal role. We will speak to you 
next after may 16th.

Power resides with a chosen few. We want to decentralize it to include 
the youth in the Congress party and to empower you. Power should 
rest with the people who live in rural India. This is my life’s mission. 
For me, there is no difficult time. Come what may, this is my job, I will 
continue to do it. And I will succeed, you wait and watch.

irrespective of the result, you will continue to work...

For me, the result will be to give power to the people. For the last 10 
years, we have been empowering people and will continue to do so 
in the next 10 years as well.

one question i just have to ask and a lot of the young people want 
to know the answer to this.

You are smiling. What kind of question is up your sleeve?

There is a category in the nomination form that asks you to specify 
your matrimonial status. Do you get any time for yourself and when 
will you fill in the blanks on that form?

When I find the right girl, it’ll get filled. I don’t get too much time. I 
need to work, travel. But it’s all in our destiny. v

Courtesy:  India Today
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FRom tHe aRcHiVeS

InDEPEnDEnCE PLEDgE Of JAnuARy 
26, 1940 

We believe that it is an inalienable 
right of the Indian people, as 
of any other people, to have 

freedom and enjoy the fruits of their toil and 
have the necessities of life, so that they may 
have full opportunities of growth. We believe 
also that if the Government deprives a people 
of these rights and oppresses them, the people 
have a further right to alter it or to abolish it. 
The British Government in India has not only 
deprived the Indian people of their freedom 
but has based itself on the exploitation of 
the masses, and ruined India economically, 
politically, culturally and spiritually. We 
believe therefore, that India must sever the 
British connection and attain Puma Swaraj 
or Complete Independence.

We recognize that the most effective way of 
gaining our freedom is not through violence. 
India has gained strength and self-reliance 
and marched a long way to Swaraj following 
peaceful and legitimate methods, and it is by 
adhering to these methods that our country 
will attain independence.

We pledge ourselves anew to the independence 
of India and solemnly resolve to carry out 
non-violently the struggle for freedom till 
Puma Swaraj is attained.

We believe that non-violent action in general 
and preparation for non-violent direct 
action in particular, require successful 
working of the constructive programme 
kept before the country by Gandhiji and 
accepted by the Congress and in particular 

ThE InDEPEnDEnCE DAy PLEDgE 
ThE InDEPEnDEnCE DAy PLEDgE hAs unDERgOnE sLIghT ChAngEs sInCE IT wAs fIRsT 
TAkEn By COngREssmEn On JAnuARy 26, 1930. REPRODuCED BELOw Is ThE PLEDgE fOR 
InDEPEnDEnCE TAkEn By COngREssmEn In 1940

of Khadi, communal harmony and removal 
of untouchability. We shall seek every 
opportunity of spreading goodwill among 
fellowmen without distinction of caste or 
creed. We shall endeavour to raise from 
ignorance and poverty those who have been 
neglected and to advance in every way the 
interests of those who are considered to be 
backward and suppressed. We know that 
though we are out to destroy the imperialistic 
system, we have no quarrel with Englishmen, 
whether officials or non- officials. We know 
that distinction between the caste Hindu and 
Harijans daily conduct. Such distinctions 
are ‘a bar to non-violent conduct. Though 
our religious faith may be different, in our 
mutual relations we will act as children of 
mother India, bound by common nationality 
and common political and economy interest.

Charka and Khadi are an integral part of our 
constructive programme, for the resuscitation 
of the seven hundred thousand villages of 
India and for the removal of the grinding 
poverty of the masses. We shall, therefore, 
use for our personal requirements nothing 
but Khadi, and so far as possible, products 
of village handicrafts only and endeavour to 
make others do likewise. We shall also try to 
work to the best of our ability some item or 
items of the constructive programme.

We pay our grateful homage to thousands 
of our comrades who faced grave hardships, 
suffered humiliations and sacrificed their 
life and property in the last struggle. Their 
sacrifice will always remind us of the duty 
never to rest until we have attained our goal.

We reaffirm the resolution passed by the All-
Indian Congress Committee on 8th August, 
1942. It demands the immediate withdrawal 
of the British power from India in the interest 
as much of India as of World Peace and 
Freedom for all.

This day we pledge ourselves again to a 
disciplined observance of Congress principle 
and policies and to keep in readiness to 
respond to the call of the Congress for 
carrying on the struggle for the Independence 
of India. 

extracts from the Resolution 
on Socialist pattern of Society, 
avadi (madras), January 1955
In order to realize the object of the Congress, 
as laid down in Article I of the Congress 
Constitution, and to further the objectives 
stated in the Preamble and Directive 
Principles of State Policy of the Constitution 
of India, planning should take place with 
a view to the establishment of a socialist 
pattern of society, where the principal means 
of production are under social ownership or 
control, production is progressively speeded 
up and there is equitable distribution of the 
national wealth. 

extracts from the Resolution 
on economic policy, Bombay, 
December 1969
The Indian National Congress is pledged 
to the establishment of a casteless and 
classless society based on principles of social, 
economic and political justice and equality of 
opportunity and freedom to work. This can 
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only be realized when democracy extends 
from the political to the social and the 
economic spheres. This stand of the Congress 
Party has been made clear at various Congress 
Sessions viz., Karachi in 1931, Avadi in 1955, 
Nagpur in 1959 and Bhubaneshwar in 1964. 
In pursuance of the objectives an immediate 
programme in June 1967 and the note by Smt. 
Indira Gandhi was approved which indicated 
an outline for National Economic Policies at 
Bangalore in July 1969.

After long foreign domination resulting in 
stagnation and deterioration in the standard 
of the life of our people, free India entered the 
second half of the century with new hopes 
and aspirations. Independent India under 
the dynamic leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru 
launched upon a programme of planned 
development to attain economic growth and 
social progress.

Within a period of two decades, in spite of 
many hurdles and difficulties because of 
aggression by two of our neighbours and 
drought and famine due to the uncertainty of 
nature we have scored significant successes in 
the field of economic development.

It cannot be denied, however, that despite 
visible changes in the independence structure 
of the Indian economy, certain sections of 
the community have amassed enormous 
wealth, but taken as whole tens of million still 
live in conditions of poverty. These glaring 
inequalities are reflected in flamboyant 
display of material possession, and even 
more in the exercise of economic power to 
the detriment of social progress. The process 
of development has also brought into sharper 
focus regional imbalances. Rapid expansion 
of education has outspaced opportunities of 
employment.

This  twin problem of  pover ty  and 
unemployment requires our immediate 
attention. This imbalance is the root cause 
of the deep crisis in the country. Significant 
changes in the social and economic structure 
alone will set right this imbalance.

In this context the Indian National Congress 
wishes to reaffirm its socialist policy as 
follows: 

I. to attain a rapid rate of economic growth 
in which prior consideration is given to 
the income groups farthest removed from 

the national minimum relating to basic 
needs; 

II. to bring about a basic change in the 
existing economic relationships in society 
with a view to eliminate the exploitation 
of the weaker by the dominant; 

III. to reshape the economic structure in a way 
which will yield maximum production 
without allowing the emergence of private 
monopolies and growth of concentration 
of wealth and economic power; 

IV. to establish and encourage such economic 
and social institutions so as to strengthen 
and consolidate our democracy and 
socialism in the light of our experience 
of these institutions during the last two 
decades; and 

V. to increase employment significantly and 
in such manner as will result in fuller 
utilization of manpower which is one of 
the most important productive resources 
of the society. 

The Ten-Point Programme was adopted 
to put an end to the distortions existing 
in the economic life of the community. 
This programme is under implementation. 
Nationalization of 14 major banks, passage 
of legislation against monopolies, and the 
canalization of the import of many items of 
industrial raw materials through the public 
sector constitute an important landmark 
in the implementation of the programme. 
The Congress while renewing its pledge to 
implements this programme in its letter and 
spirit, emphasizes early implementation of 
the following items: 

I. Nationalization of General Insurance. 

II. Abolition of privy purses and privileges 
of the ex-rulers. 

III. Ceiling on urban property. 

IV. In order to ensure to the producer 
economic and remunerative prices even 
in the context of greater production 
and to avoid the exploitation of the 
producer and consumer by middlemen 
wholesale trade procurement of major 
agricultural commodities should be done 
in the public sector and forward trading 
of all agricultural produce should be 
immediately banned. 

V. To complete expeditiously the programme 
of bringing the bulk of the import trade 
into the state sector, and to enable the 
public sector to play a predominant role 
in the export trade.

agricultural Development and 
agrarian prosperity
Major, medium and minor irrigation schemes 
should continue to receive priority in Central 
and State Plans. However, special attention 
needs to be given to the encouragement of 
research investigations to increase agricultural 
production on dry lands. A major forward 
thrust in the technological transformation 
on unirrigated farming is most necessary for 
the fuller exploitation of land resources and 
to enable the so far underdeveloped areas 
and helpless farmers to have better income 
and living conditions. We spend crores of 
rupees in an unplanned ad hoc famine relief 
measures in the event of the failure of the 
meager rainfall in areas outside the good 
monsoon belts. Only the introduction of new 
technology can help improve the yield and 
income by over 100 per cent in transforming 
the outlook and economic position of the 
farming community in such areas, besides 
providing opportunities of employment 
to the unemployed and underemployed 
engineering graduates, because their skill 
would be greatly needed in helping the dry 
areas to march forward in production. A new 
deal for farmers in dry areas would not only 
help to erase a major source of poverty and 
economic instability but will also open the 
door to gainful and satisfying employment to 
our young and technically qualified persons.

The basis for extension of credit has 
largely been the ownership of property. 
The transformation from a capitalist to a 
socialist society can become a reality only if 
the basis of extension of credit is consciously 
changed form credit-worthiness of persons to 
credit-worthiness of activities. There is great 
need to give anew orientation to the various 
agricultural extension programmes. The 
cultivators with small holdings should receive 
priority in credit from the nationalized 
banks under a suitable system of guarantee 
by the State Governments. Cooperative 
credit society should in addition meet the 
financial requirements of more and modern 
agricultural inputs. Rural cooperatives of 
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the small and medium cultivators should be 
encouraged for mutual help and avoidance of 
middlemen in the marketing of produce and 
agricultural inputs. Credit facility covered by 
suitable system of State guarantee should be 
made available from nationalized banks and 
cooperatives financial institutions, to landless 
labourers to enable them to take up subsidiary 
occupations such as dairy farming, animal 
husbandry, poultry, etc.

The Congress calls upon the Central and State 
Governments to: 

A. organise special programmes for dry 
farming; 

B. develop suitable crop varieties for dry 
lands; 

C. ensure adequate allocation of credit and 
other inputs; 

D. Strengthen all the supporting services, 
especially cooperatives and agro-industries. 

land Reforms
The Congress recognizes the crucial 
importance of Land Reform, both as a measure 
of social justice and as an important input of 
agricultural development. State Governments 
should adopt the following steps as a matter 
of urgency: 

a) A1l laws passed so far relating to Land 
Reforms should be fully implemented by 
1970-71; 

b) Abolition of all remaining intermediaries 
by the end of 1970; 

c) Review of existing provisions relating to 
resumption of land with a view to make 
them more stringent; 

d) Conferment of security of tenure on actual 
tillers of the land; 

e) Settlement of surplus land with landless 
labourer; 

f) Recovery of lands wherever held in excess 
of the statutory minimum including 
lands held under Benami ownership 
and distribution thereof thereafter to the 
landless labour; 

g) Consolidation of holdings throughout the 
country; 

h) Setting up special tribunals for speedy 
disposal of land reforms litigation; 

i) Provision of legal aid to tenants and share-
croppers in cases of tenancy disputes; 

j) Association of prospective beneficiaries 
with the actual implementation of land 
reform; 

k) A vigorous programme for assignment 
of Government wasteland suitable for 
cultivation to landless labour with special 
preference to Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes within two years and 
provision of adequate financial assistance 
of improvement of such land. 

industrial policy
The Congress recognizes that the major thrust 
of any industrial policy must be towards 
stimulating the growth of productive forces. 
With this object in view, licensing procedures 
and other regulatory mechanisms should be 
designed to prevent the evils of concentration 
of economic power and growth of monopolies.

It is essential to clearly define the respective 
areas within which the public and private 
sectors are to operate. In this context it is 
necessary to enlarge the role and scope of the 
public sector.

In order to promote proper growth and 
functioning of the public sector, it is essential 
to urgently implement the following measures: 

a) Public sector enterprises must be ensured 
greater autonomy and each must be judged 
only in terms of its performance; 

b) Sound personnel policies must be 
immediately evolved together with a 
comprehensive system of incentives and 
performance evaluation. Immediate steps 
should be taken designed to reduce the 
production costs through better inventory 
control maximization of production from 
the installed capacity etc.; 

c) Evolution of a sound pricing policy; 

d) Workers of industrial plants should 
participate increasingly in the management 
so that they can have a sense of belonging. 

These necessary reforms shall be taken up for 
implementation forthwith.

As an essential corollary to a sound and 
effective industrial policy, certain reforms 
of public financial institutions are essential 
both in the realm of the policies pursued 

by these institutions and in respect of their 
management. The object of both these reforms 
is to make the financial institutions subserve 
priorities of Plan and social objectives. It 
should be an important objective of the 
new industrial licensing policy now under 
formulation to protect adequately the interest 
of small-scale industry. The present area of 
reservation for small-scale industry should 
be enlarged and the reservations properly 
enforced.

Organic links should be established between 
small-scale industry and large- scale industry. 
Special responsibility should be cast on large 
enterprises both in the public and private 
sectors to encourage the establishment of 
ancillary units for production of parts and 
components.

Processing Industries based on Agricultural 
produce should be reserved for industrial 
cooperatives of agriculturists and small 
entrepreneurs and emphasis should always 
be laid to encourage cooperative movement 
for rural development.

Licensing policies and procedures and the 
lending policies of financing institutions 
should alike be oriented towards provision of 
all facilities for new entrepreneurs so that there 
might be widest diffusion of opportunities for 
the blossoming of the entrepreneurial talent 
among India’s educated youth. 

taxation
The Central Government should appoint 
an expert group to examine, investigate and 
suggest legal and administrative measure: 

I. to unearth black money and prevent its 
proliferation; 

II. to reduce tax arrears and prevent evasion 
and avoidance of tax; 

III. to examine various exemptions in the 
matter of taxation; 

IV. to deal with tax avoidance through the 
formation of Trusts, etc. 

Urban problems
The Congress is of the opinion that it is 
necessary to take a fresh look at the problems, 
arising out of the rapid growth of metropolitan 
cities and other urban areas. Effective measures 
should be undertaken to provide housing 
sanitation and to prevent air and water 
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pollution besides providing inexpensive 
transport specially for students, working class, 
etc. The plight of the scavengers in carrying 
the night soil in outmoded and degrading 
manner needs urgent solution. 

Slum clearance
Separate Housing Corporations should be set 
up to replace slum dwellings by inexpensive 
but pucca structures in order to provide basic 
amenities to the slum dwellers. 

Basic Drugs at Reasonable 
prices
The Drugs Control Act should be strictly 
enforced. Basic drug should be made available 
at reasonable prices.

children’s Welfare
The nutritional requirements of three groups; 
pre-school children, pregnant mother and 
nursing will have to be given high priority. The 
protein needs of children of 0-5 age-group are 
particularly critical as unless these are satisfied 
physical and mental growth are impaired and 
irreparably damage. Therefore, first priority 
should be given to the provision of balanced 
diet to every child in the age of 0 to 5 to grow 
into a normal healthy human being. In view 
of the vastness of the problem and meager 
resources of the State a beginning may be 
made towards the implementation of this 
programme by initially covering under the 
scheme children belonging to harijan bastis, 
tribal pockets and slum areas. A scheme of 
special national cess to raise a children’s fund 
should be worked out. 

Home Sites
Among the strain and deprivations to which 
landless labour and others who hold small 
holdings are exposed is the absence of even 
minimum shelter. As the Congress Manifest 
has emphasized it is essential that home 
sites of suitable size are provided to all such 
families free of cost in deserving cases and 
at concessional rates to others. The State 
Governments should take immediate and 
effective step to make available to landless 
labour and others in similar circumstances 
this basic amenity of life. 

Drinking Water 
There has been in recent years considerable 

emphasis on the need to provide drinking 
water in all villages which are without a source 
of drinking water. A recent survey reveals that 
over. a lakh of villages were without a source of 
drinking water and over a lakh and a half had 
inadequate sources. This should infuse a sense 
of urgency in the implementation of drinking 
water programme so that by the end of the 
Fourth Plan no village should remain without 
this basic requirement of human existence. 

Unemployment
We must deal with the problem of widespread 
unemployment in the rural and urban areas 
on the basis of the highest national priority. In 
order to achieve this the following measures 
have already been taken within the framework 
of the Fourth Five-Year Plan, namely: 

1. Enlargement of the size of State Plans 
involving large out-lays for programmes 
such as major irrigation, minor irrigation 
and rural electrification which, have been 
facilitated through the support provided 
by nationalized banks to the borrowing 
programmes of the State Governments 
and the electricity boards; 

2. Acceleration of a programme for large 
network of rural workshop for hiring and 
servicing of tractors, electric motors and 
pump-sets and agricultural implements. 

3. As an earnest determination to make 
significant dent on the problem of 
unemployment it is resolved to take 
following additional measures: 

I. Large-scale recruitment of skilled and 
unskilled labour from the ranks of 
unemployed and for the creation of capital 
assets which lend themselves to labour-
intensive construction; 

II. Rural  works  e .g . ,  reclamation of 
land, soil conservation, afforestation, 
minor irrigation, feeder roads, cattle 
development and other programmes of 
area development, 

III. Special stimulus to be given to undertaking 
in public and private sectors to promote 
ancillary industries; 

IV. Promotion of agro-based industries;

V. Enlargement of allocation for housing, 
slum clearance and urban improvement 
programmes with support from the 

financial institutions. 

curbing of Wasteful 
expenditure
All citizens of India and more especially those 
sections of our community who are fortunate 
to live in comfort when million are denied 
the satisfaction of their most elementary 
needs should create and sustain throughout 
the period of economic development an 
atmosphere of austerity amid total abstinence 
from conspicuous consumption.

The Central and State Governments, statutory 
corporations, municipal bodies and private 
individuals should meticulously avoid all 
wasteful expenditure; vulgar display of 
wealth and ostentatious expenditure where 
possible be abolished or strictly controlled. 
Those who seek to serve the public including 
Ministers, other elected representatives 
of the people and Government servants, 
should voluntarily undertake to reduce 
wasteful expenditure connected with their 
official position, especially in matters like 
travel, transport, consumption of electricity, 
furnishing of houses, and entertainment both 
on private and public account. 

Swadeshi
Congress deplores the craze among the 
affluent for things foreign especially when 
goods of comparable quality and utility are 
being increasingly manufactured in the 
country. In order to develop pride in India’s 
industrial achievement, it is necessary once 
again to propagate the Swadeshi Movement.

The objectives and programmes outlined 
above are designed to create a strong self-
reliant and socialist India in the near future. 
The imperatives of the social and political 
situation are such that a dedicated effort by 
the Government and all sections of the people 
should be made, with a sense of urgency, to 
implement these programmes.

appeal
While pledging its whole-hearted commitment 
to the programme mentioned above the 
Indian National Congress fervently appeals to 
the countrymen in general and Congressmen 
in particular to strain every nerve and bear 
all burdens in the battle against poverty, 
unemployment and inequality.  v
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DELHI
Delhi Mahila Congress 

Congratulate Rahul Gandhi
new Delhi: The Delhi Pradesh Mahila 
Congress, led by its president, Dr. Onika 
Mehrotra, congratulated AICC Vice-
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi here on 27th 
March, 2014 for the path-breaking political 
reform taken in the process of preparing the 
Congress Manifesto for the 2014 general 
elections. 

The Manifesto reflects the voice and 
aspirations of the people and a new vision 
for the country. It envisions an India where 
the government serves the people. 

This 15 point agenda lays out a clear 
roadmap for dealing with immediate issues 
which will have a far reaching effect on the 
people of India as it has explicitly laid down 
in its vision for 2020.

Congress has always fulfilled its promises 
made in every manifesto that leads them 
into building a great trust amongst the 
common man.

We thus congratulate you not on the launch 
of the manifesto but on its definite success 
as “All humble beginnings have great 
endings.”

CHHATTISGARH
Free tricycles given

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Handicap Department distributed free 
tricycles to the handicap people at a camp 
held at Mahavir Bhawan here on 28th 
February, 2014. The Camp was organized 
under the guidance of cell President, Shri 
Mahender Kochhar who said that the 
Handicap Cell has helped more than 11 
thousand handicap people during the past 

12 years.

Also present were Vijay Chapra, Gulab 
Dossani, Mahavir Malu, Mukesh Shah, 
Prakash Pujara, Vijay Bhattachary, Bhavesh 
Soni with others.

Raman govt. fails in controlling 
naxalism

Raipur: Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Iqbal Ahmed Rizvi 
has accused the Raman Singh government 
in the state for not controlling serious 
incidents by the naxals in their areas.

Shri Rizvi said that this was a big failure of 
the BJP government as the naxal activities 
could not be controlled in the state. He 
quoted an example that on the one hand 
Shri Modi was speaking against the naxalite 
in a rally in Kodagaon, on the other hand 
the naxalites attacked near Bastar and 
torched 16 vehicles as a challenge to Modi.

HARYANA
Convention of Jawans

gurgaon: Jai Jawan convention of the 
jawans was held at the Kamla Nehru Park 
under the Presidentship of Capt. S.S. Yadav. 
Haryana Pradesh Congress Spokesperson 
Shri Khazan Singh was the Chief Speaker 
who said that the jawans are the pride of 
India.

Shri Khazan Singh spoke about the unique 

project for the jawans in Haryana where the 
Congress government in the state would 
build 50,000 flats for them at reduced rates 
and they would not have to pay house tax 
also. He said that all jawans affected by 
homeoplagic related disease will be given 
Rs. 1000 per month, widows of jawan will 
get additional Rs. 1000 in their pension 
and orphan girls of the jawans will be 
given Rs. 51,000 for their wedding and the 

scholarship for the students studying in 
the Kurijpura Sainik school will be raised 
from Rs. 12,000 to Rs. 25, 000. A Defence 
University will be set up in South Haryana. 
Shri Khazan Singh and other spoke and 
said that this scheme will certainly help the 
jawans and their families.

Also present were Brg. (Ret.) Ishwar Singh 
Janghu, Jafra Chairman, Col. Ratan Singh 
Yadav, Col. Raj Singla, Col. Hari Singh 
Raghav, Capt. Prem Singh, Capt. Dalal 
Singh, Shri Ishwar Singh Fuji, Subedar 
Jhanda Singh, Shri K.K. Sillon, Shri R.K. 
Verma, Shri R.K. Chauhan, former Subedar 
Satpat, Shri Ram Kishan, Shri Mahipal and 
Shri Amar Singh.

KARNATAKA
Historic victory of Congress

Bangalore: After a prolonged legal battle 
of 30 years, Indian National Congress and 
KPCC have won the court case and gained 
the Congress Bhawan located at a very 
prime and prestigious place on Race Course 
Road, close to Vidhana Soudha, costing 
approx Rs. 300 crores.

The Supreme Court division Bench headed 

by Justice Radhakrishnan along with 
Justice Vikramjit Sen dismissed the SLP 
(Appeal) filed by JD(S) party questioning 
the Judgment of Hon’ble High Court of 
Karnataka  and declared that the Congress 
Bhawan situated on Race Course Road, 
Bangalore legally belongs to Congress 
Party and directed the JDS Party to vacate 
the premises and handover the building to 
Congress party before 31-12-2014.

Shri Venkateswar, Advocate, High Court, 
Bangalore and General Secretary KPCC, 
took interest and struggled for the case. His 
hard work, persistence and co-ordination 
in arranging for payment of huge stamp 
duty, leading the evidence of important 
witnesses from various places in the 
country, procuring the valuable documents 
from the archives of Supreme Court 
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registry, Election Commission of India 
and AICC headquarters helped the Indian 
National Congress & KPCC to have 
this historic victory in the Apex Court 
and legally unseated the JD(S) from its 
headquarters.

MADHYA PRADESH
Sewa Dal to highlight failures of 

MP Govt.
Bhopal: The Congress Sewa Dal organized 
a meeting here on 6th March, 2014 to 
hold meetings in various villages and 
propagate about the failure of the Madhya 
Pradesh government and to highlight the 
achievements of the UPA government.

The meeting started by garlanding the 
photo of Dr. Hardikar, the founder of the 
Sewa Dal. This campaign would continue 
for a week. It was also decided to hold a 
one-day workshop in various districts.

Tributes paid to  
Late Shri Subhash Yadav

Bhopal: The Pradesh Congress Committee 
paid tributes to former Pradesh President 
and former Deputy Chief Minister of the 
state, Shri Subhash Yadav on his 69th birth 
anniversary here on 1st April, 2014.

Tributes were paid by AICC Secretary and 
Pradesh Incharge Shri Rakesh Kalia at the 
Rajiv Gandhi hall at the Congress office at 
Indira Bhawan. Others who paid tributes 
included senior office-bearers and workers 
by garlanding the photo of Shri Subhash 
Yadav.

Shri Kalia said that he was an idol in the 
field of cooperatives and his work will be 
remembered. MPCC Vice-President, Shri 
Rameshwar Nikhra praised Shri Yadav for 
having unique organizational capabilities. 
He used to take along all the people and 
used to do what he preached. He was a man 
of strict dedication. Pradesh Media incharge 
and Vice-President, Shri Manik Aggarwal 
remembered his work while working as the 
Pradesh President that he did not care for 
his post while campaigning against banning 
of liquor. He worked all his life to make the 
Kisans self contended and ignited in them 
the spirit of self-respect. 

Election code of conduct 
violated

Bhopal: Media incharge of the Pradesh 

Congress Vice-President, Shri Manik 
Aggarwal said that the Pradesh Congress 
has handed over a complaint to the Chief 
Election officer, Shri Jaideep Govind here 
which says that after the announcement 
of the election code of conduct on 5th 
March, 2014 the state BJP government has 
published its colourful advertisements about 
their achievements and their future plans in 
various magazines. The Congress Party filed 
their complaint on 31st March, 2014 and 
these are being freely distributed in their 
public programmes. Shri Aggarwal said 
that he has also attached some publications 
of the second week of March, 2014 to the 
Election Commission which contain the 
advertisements of the state government. 
He said that two advertisement of the state 
Chief Minister were so emotional that it 
can instigate with the feelings of the voters 
which can help them in getting benefit.

UPA made record economic 
growth during past 10 years

Bhopal: Pradesh Congress Spokesperson, 
Shri Abhay Dubey claimed that the 
Congress-led UPA Government has given 
India a leading role in the economic 
perspective but the opposition is making 
every possible efforts to downgrade the 
progress of India in international level and 
has not allowed to develop a good viewpoint 
regarding economics.

Shri Dubey said that the Congress 
government during the current year has 
been successful in bring down the fiscal 
deficit to 4.6 percent. Today the foreign 
currency deposit stands at 300 billion US 
dollars and which has increased the past 
figures. Our current account deficit has 
almost reached 35 billion dollars which 
had reached 88 billion dollars at one time 
during the global recession period. Shri 
Dubey said that it is happy to note that the 
UPA government has once again taking lead 
in economic progress and once again our 
foreign exchange reserves has reached 300 
billion US dollars. Our plan expenditure 
has reached Rs. 475532 crores. Revenue 
deficit has become 3.6% of the GDP. Our 
net FDI was 21.5 percent US billion dollars 
till January, 2014.

Satyagraha Padyatra held
Jabalpur: The Indian Youth Congress 
organized Satyagraha Padyatra from 16 

February, 2014 under the leadership of 
Shri Shashank Dubey against the rampart 
corruption in all government departments 
and to bring down the electricity rates in 
the state and to hold CBI inquiry into it.

The Padyatra was organized in all the eight 
Vidhan Sabha constituencies of Jabalpur 
Lok Sabha areas. The Padyatra met many 
people and distributed leaflets. They took 
out, a Jagrati ‘Rath’ that will bring awareness 
among the people. The rally concluded on 
2nd March, 2014.

Those who participated included Shri 
Ramesh Chaudhary, Shri Rajesh Sankar, 
Tej Kumar Bhagat, Brij Yadav, Shekh 
Mahamood, Raju Upadhaya, Sayeed 
Bshiruddin, Afzal Mansooni, Maqsood 
Ahmad, Dharmendra Sankar, Tarun 
Rohitas with others.

PUNJAB
No Modi wave in Punjab, 

Sukhbir’s strategy to fail the test: 
BKU Mann extend full support 

to Bajwa
gurdaspur/Batala: The Punjab Pradesh 
Congress Committee President, Shri Partap 
Singh Bajwa, on 28th March, 2014 asserted 

that there was no wave in favour of BJP’s 
prime ministerial candidate Narendra 
Modi in Punjab in whose name the Akali 
Dal-BJP alliance was seeking votes rather 
than on its performance which had come 
under question from various sections of 
Punjabi society.

Shri Bajwa was speaking at a meeting called 
by Bharti Kisan Union Mann Group at 
Batala “The so called strategy and tactics 
of the Deputy Chief Minister and Akali Dal 
chief, Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal, will not 
deliver this time as he will get the biggest 
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shock of his life on the day the results are 
announced, bigger than his own defeat in 
the 1999 Lok Sabha elections”, he said.

The PPCC chief said the Congress rank 
and file in Punjab was determined to seek 
revenge for the vendetta unleashed by the 
ruling dispensation even on the ordinary 
Congress workers by the Akali goons. 
Moreover, the people were aware of the 
open loot being indulged in by the ruling 

alliance leaders with sand being sold at the 
rate of cement and the state being flooded 
with drugs under the patronage of the 
ruling party leaders, thus endangering the 
very future of the youth in the state.

“From Pathankot to Bathinda, the sentiment 
is the same and that is to give a crushing 
defeat to the autocratic, corrupt and 
degenerated ruling alliance leadership. This 
strong anti-incumbency wave coupled with 
the strategy scripted  under the leadership 
of the party President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and the Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi,  
is all set to give a sweeping victory to the 
Congress-PPP alliance”, he added.

Rebutting Sukhbir’s criticism that the 
Congress was creating hurdles in the 
distribution of subsidized ration to the poor 
in the state, Shri Bajwa said it was too well 
known that Punjab had  defaulted many 
times on the distribution of subsidized 
ration due to financial crunch. Now 
the centre’s scheme under  food security 
programme had been hijacked by the Akali 
Dal-BJP government in the state and was 
being projected as its own. The Congress 
was only pointing out the violations of the 
model code of conduct and this scheme 
should not be exploited for political 
purposes.

Bajwa pointed out that the people had been 

discriminated even under this scheme as 
it is the districts of Bathinda and Muktsar 
which have been given priority  in the 
distribution of blue cards for distribution 
of this subsidized ration. This region is the 
fiefdom of the Badal family. “For the Badals, 
charity begins at home”, he said.

He said nothing could be more shocking 
from the fact that while 98,341 blue cards 
had been issued in Bathinda followed by 
40,075 in small district of Muktsar, only 18 
cards had been issued in Gurdaspur while 
the figure for Tarn Taran and Ferozepur was 
nil. This betrayed the so called pro-poor 
claim of Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal. The 
Akali Dal should not be playing politics 
over hunger, he added.

On this occasion former MP & National 
President Shri Bhupinder Singh Mann, 
General Secretary Gurbachan Singh Bajwa, 
Sukhwinder Singh Kahlon Distt. President 
Gurdaspur, Kewal Singh Distt. President 
Pathankot and members of Bharti Kisan 
Union were present. BKU Mann group 
extended full support to Shri Partap Singh 
Bajwa in the Lok Sabha Elections.

Defeat staring in the face makes 
Sukhbir jittery: Bajwa

chandigarh: The Punjab Pradesh Congress 
Committee President, Shri Partap Singh 
Bajwa, on 30th March, 2014 said the defeat 
staring in his face had made the Shiromani 
Akali Dal President, Shri Sukhbir Singh 
Badal, panicky as he did not expect the main 
opposition to pose such a tough challenge, 
perhaps toughest by the party in any state in 
the country, to the adversary and in this case 
the ruling dispensation. He said the myth 
of Shri Sukhbir Singh of being invincible in 
electoral battles would be shattered in this 
very Lok Sabha election.

Shri Bajwa said the Congress in Punjab 
was united like a rock under the leadership 
of Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Shri Rahul 
Gandhi to block the ascendency of the 
communal forces symbolized by the Akali 
Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party alliance which 
posed a serious danger to the social fabric 
of the country. He said  for the development 
of society, secular social environment 
and communal harmony were the pre-
conditions  and this should be best known 

to none else than Shri Sukhbir Singh whose 
party had created a situation that pushed 
Punjab into more than a decade long period 
of turbulence for which this sensitive border 
state was still  paying a heavy price.

“Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal should be worried 
about the prospects of the candidates of the 
Akali Dal-BJP alliance as the Lok Sabha 
election has provided an opportunity to the 
people to teach a lesson to this degenerate, 
corrupt and oppressive regime and the 
goonda raj”, he asserted.

The PPCC chief asserted the Congress 
was surging ahead in all the thirteen seats 
in the state due to the party strategy of 
fielding all the top guns to destroy the 
Akali Dal-BJP citadel which was already 
exhibiting chinks. People were fed up with 
the autocratic, arrogant and corrupt rulers 
and all talk of governance reforms was 
sham as an ordinary person cannot even 
get a complaint registered in a police station 
without the nod to the police officials from 
the local Akali goons. He said similar was 
the situation in the civil administration.

He said it might have come as a shock to 
the Deputy Chief Minister who was also 
the self-proclaimed commander-in-chief 
of the Akali Dal-BJP combine that village 
after village in the Bathinda Lok Sabha 
constituency had started boycotting the 
ruling party candidate Smt. Harsimrat 
Kaur Badal who was considered to be the 
strongest candidate being the wife of Shri 
Sukhbir Singh.

Bajwa said the people had started showing 
black flags in certain pockets in the state 
to the Akali Dal-BJP combine candidates 
and leaders as the state government had 
failed to implement its manifesto of the 
last Assembly election. He said the goonda 
raj had further pushed up the strong anti-
incumbency wave against the Parkash Singh 
Badal government.

Bajwa said the response the Congress was 
getting from the people in the state was 
overwhelming and this had made Shri 
Sukhbir Singh nervous as defeat in this 
election would pose a serious challenge to 
his leadership because of the fact that he had 
reduced all the senior leaders in the party 
to the status of non-entities. v
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SigniFicant VictoRY in 
gUJaRat

Spokesperson: Shri abhishek manu Singhvi. 
He said the youth of this country have 
once again demonstrated  where their clear 
unequivocal preferences lie and those who 
pretend to try and capture the hearts and 
minds of youth have once again suffered 
significant and crushing defeat in particular a 
man who has been spreading misinformation 
not only about his Prime Ministerial ambitions 
but about his home state and therefore, this 
story is particularly interesting as it comes 
from his home state because he feels he has 
faced ignominious defeat in his home state. 
I am talking of Gujarat of Mr. Modi and of 
the recently held elections and I want to tell 
you that very significantly firstly regarding 
Gujarat university which has over 3.5 lakh 
voters extending over 8 districts of Gujarat. 
That is the jurisdiction of this university with 
over 300 campuses under its jurisdiction - 
the election to the Senate  the Congress led 
NSUI contested for elections hands down 
6 out of 8 i.e. over 75% total seats were 10 
and 2 were elected unopposed earlier. So the 
effective was 6 out of 8 although total are 10. 
Traditionally the Students’ Welfare Body of 
the same University  the Congress led NSUI 
has succeeded in 9 out of 14. Now these are 
the elections. The Senate is held annually. 
The Students’ Welfare Body elections are held 
once in every three years and please remember 
that this is after the full state support  state 
sponsorship  every effort was made by the 
Gujarat government in power in that state Mr. 
Modi’s government to try and ensure victory 
for these very significant election and this is 
not a flash in the pan. There is a trend in this 
which is significant because three months 
ago for Vadodra University - another large 
educational body in that state - again the same 
kind of victory was found experienced for the 
two principal posts of General Secretary and 
Vice President  both the positions were earlier 
held by ABVP and they have now been wrested 
more than three months ago by the Congress 
led NSUI.  This is also significant inasmuch 
as much touted the Gujarat model. This is the 
much touted scenario where the entire mite of 
the state was put even for his election and you 
will be interested to know that in the middle 
of the elections on the polling on 24th and 
the counting on 25th, the whole process was 
sought to be stayed  stopped  on flimsy excuses 
and it is only when our friends of NSUI and 
their colleagues pressed for this thing to go on, 
that finally reluctantly the results were allowed 

to be declared on 2nd March. 
Shri Singhvi said that Mr. Girish Sudhankar is 
with me and also Mr. Rohit Choudhary, NSUI 
President and the General Secretary In charge 
and all their colleagues have worked tirelessly 
for this victory which is very significant. So 
a person who has not been able to keep his 
own house in order on the eve of elections is 
going around the country claiming waive, self 
congratulatory, self created self back thumping 
waive. Monday, 3rd March, 2014.

We aRe conFiDent oF 
VictoRY

Spokesperson: Shri Sanjay Jha: He said we 
welcome the announcement of the elections 
by the Election Commission. It is going to 
be gigantic task. We are going to have record 
number of voters and looking at the wonderful 
performance by the Election Commission 
for the last couple of elections we have had. 
One is very confident that India is going to 
witness a historic election and I think it is 
going to be brilliantly managed by the Election 
Commission. I think at the very beginning, it 
would be important to point that out that we 
as a party are looking forward to the elections 
of 2014.
Shri Jha said we believe and we are very 
confident that UPA led by the Congress party 
will come back after the elections are over. 
We are very confident of a good performance 
and a victory in the elections of 2014. The 
reasons behind that is frankly the ten years 
track record of the UPA, if you look at the 
term inclusive growth that has been used by 
our leaders like  Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi Ji, Dr. Manmohan Singh and 
various other leaders. There are two very 
interesting statistics that point out as to why 
we are confident for our performance. We 
have seen that in a period between 2004 to 
2012 India lifted 140 million people out of the 
poverty line. It is a humungous achievement 
and if you couple that achievement which is 
basically poverty alleviation and the success of 
our welfare schemes like MNREGA, Right to 
Education and many other successes that we 
have had, with the fact that India registered 
during this space the GDP growth rate of 
7.8% on an average, it    it tells you that clearly 
inclusive growth India is today of the world’s 
accepted models for inclusive growth based on 
India experience. The people often compare 
us with China. Over the last ten years, for us 
to have made such a significant difference in 
both the success of the economy as well as the 
welfare that we have not only spent money on 
but changed lives, it is an achievement that we 
proud of and we believe that on the backbone 
of some historic legislation that have happened 
in the course of the last ten years. We have 

 AICC DIARy factored all the subsidies in our budget. You 
will see the difference as to how much India has 
changed over the last ten years. We believe that 
the UPA story is one of devolution of power, 
greater social empowerment and I think 
when we look at the larger factors here, you 
see telecom is an excellent example. We have 
seen that today in terms of rural teledensity or 
when you take the fact that over 925 mobile 
users in India, these are all signs of a country 
that has become self confident. So, when we 
are thinking of the elections going forward, 
we are doing so with lot of self confidence. 
This government led by the Congress party 
believes that we need to go out to people 
and communicate our successes.    We have 
talked about the democratization of the youth 
congress as a form of participatory democracy. 
We are getting feedback on the manifesto. It is 
all being created by actually taking people into 
the whole main stream of our decision making. 
Wednesday, 5th March, 2014.

FalSe claimS BY moDi
Spokesperson: Shri Shaktisinh gohil. He 
dismissed the claims of Shri Narendra Modi 
that no child in Gujarat is malnutriuious. Shri 
Gohil showed the figures shown in the CAG 
report which showed that many of the children 
in Gujarat were malnutrious. In support of his 
statement, Shri Gohil distributed the copies of 
the CAG report to newsmen which dismissed 
the claim of Shri Modi that no child in Gujarat 
was malnutritious. The apex court had even 
given its directive to give 800 calorie and 20-
25 grammes of protein to the affected children 
but the Gujarat government is still unable 
to follow this directive because of which the 
children remain affected by malnutrition only 
37 percent children were provided nutrious 
food which had less quantity of nutritious in 
proportion to the specified ration. The Gujarat 
government did not implemented this central 
Scheme since January, 2006, where the centre 
had said that it would bear half the expenditure 
that would come on keeping in the children 
healthy.
The centre had agreed on settling up 75480 
Aaganwadi centers but only 50225 were 
opened and Rs. 5 crores sent by the Centre 
for the welfare of women was spent on rallies 
of Shri Modi.
Shri Gohil said that Gujarat was already a 
developed state and maximum investment 
was made in 1992. But in the period of Shri 
Modi’s rule only gew industrialists prospered 
and the Gujarat is had to bear the cost. Friday, 
7th March, 2014.

expeDitioUS tRialS
Shri Singhvi said the Congress party led by 
President and the Vice President welcomes, 
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endorses, applauds fully accepts the important 
sentiment and judgment and order by the 
Hon‘ble Apex Court of the country regarding 
expeditious trials, closure of trials against 
public persons especially MPs and MLAs. I 
want to share with you the larger perspective 
- not only has the Congress party been at the 
fore front of all anti-corruption legislations 
starting from the Prevention of Corruption 
Act more than three-four decades ago with 
the amendments to it but a whole series of 
initiatives up to date but more than that the 
Congress has tried to set up a standard virtually 
a gold standard in terms of taking action at the 
slightest prima-facie credible stigma on such 
issues. This includes our resoluteness to stand 
firm on electoral mal-practices on issues of 
disqualification and it has never been a flash 
in the pan but a continuous process over a 
long period of time. Given all that, I think the 
one scourge in the system, one black mark in 
the system was that the system suffered not 
for lack only of laws or provisions but for lack 
of implementation, for completion of speedy 
trials. It is in that context that we applaud and 
endorse the observations of the Apex Court 
those observations have turned the spot light 
not on legislation or law making but rightly on 
the conclusion and completion of trials and 
in that sense is also spot light of introspection 
upon the court system itself by the courts. 
Though we have a very proud judiciary and 
a legal system of which the whole country is 
proud, we do suffer the scourge of arrears and 
delays and the scourge of arrears and delays 
remains a black mark against otherwise a spot 
less legal system. In that context, if the one year 
rule can be implemented on the ground and 
ensured, it is something which will be not only 
remarkable and laudatory but the Congress 
party wholeheartedly welcomes. I think the 
internal checks which the court has tried to 
implement by having a reporting mechanism 
to the High court, a constant requirement 
that without such consent and permission, 
they cannot exceed the one year limit are all 
salutary, desirable. We are only concerned 
that has frequently happened in India in the 
actual implementation and the observations, 
it works effectively and not merely in the 
declaration of it which we welcome. Tuesday, 
11th March, 2014.

poSitiVe acHieVementS
Spokesperson: Shri anand Sharma. He said 
in the last ten years the Congress-led UPA 
has provided stability and direction to India. 
In a very challenging backdrop, the UPA-II 
took over office gratefully accepting the trust 
reposed by the people of the Indian republic. 
That challenging back drop was a very grave 
financial crisis, the worst the world had seen 
after the great depression prior to the Second 
World War. It was followed by the economic 
crisis which affected all economies of the 
world  developed, developing and emerging 
economies. Our government provided through 
its intervention, wisdom and approach 
stability to the Indian economy and we were 
among other emerging economies the first 
to rebound becoming the driving engines 
of global economic growth. 2009, if this was 
crisis  financial and economic  was not enough; 
India also suffered one of the worst droughts. 
If you look at the over-all record  delivered 
through a government which  has empowered 
the citizens, which has ensured transparency 
and the accountability, a government which 
has ensured that the benefit of its economic 
policies percolates, economy which generates 
well with resources also redistributes and 
reinvests the national wealth for the betterment 
of the people and for national good. There are 
many achievements to our credit of which 
we are proud and we think we are and we 
shall inform the people of India as to what we 
have achieved. Just to cite few things  the life 
expectancy in India during our time for men as 
gone up by 5 years, for women by 6 years. That 
in itself is a statement of where India is moving, 
how our people not only have food security but 
nutritious meal, health care where budgetary 
allocations have more than quadrupled from 
Rs. 7,000 crores in 2004 to Rs. 36,000- crores 
in the last budget. The allocations for Health 
Education have moved from Rs. 10,000 crores 
to Rs. 79,000 crores. We are also satisfied not 
that we have achieved everything, that in 
this situation 130 Million Indians have been 
brought out of the poverty net. Our National 
GDP has also quadrupled. When the BJP-led 
NDA left office, India’s GDP was 522 billion US 
Dollars, India’s GDP is 2 Trillion US Dollars 
today. India’s total trade was 142 Billion, India’s 

trade crossed 800 Billion, if you add services, 
India has crossed 1 Trillion US Dollars. There 
are many other achievements which during 
the course of this campaign, I will have the 
privilege and the opportunity to share with 
you and through you inform our people who 
perhaps, we could not communicate and I 
must make this confession that in this a very 
negative and shrilled discourse which was in 
furtherance as I said of a partisan agenda the 
positives got drowned. Now is the time for us 
to restore the balance in the national narrative. 
Friday, 14th March, 2014.

We HaVe a StaBle economY
Spokesperson: Shri p. chidambaram: He said 
this was planned as end of the year conference 
to report on the economy. We had to move the 
venue to AICC because of code of conduct. I 
am happy to report the performance at the 
end of the year from the AICC’s platform. 
Obviously the media conference cannot 
be confined only to matters relating to the 
economy. There will be other questions and  I 
will be quite happy to answer any other 
questions to the best of my ability but I wish 
to begin by talking about the economy.
Shri Chidambaram said the year will end more 
or less as we planned. We will end the year with 
a fiscal deficit of 4.6% as planned. Our reserves 
today have crossed 300 billion US Dollars. We 
expect to add at about 25 billion US Dollars 
to the Reserves by the end of the year for the 
whole year and the Current Account Deficit 
which is originally estimated at under 60 
billion US Dollars and then brought down 
progressively as we moved forward. The 
Current Account Deficit is now likely to be at 
about 35 billion US Dollars. What we set up to 
do after my return to the Finance Ministry in 
August 2012 and what we set out to do at the 
beginning of this year has been substantially 
accomplished. The economy is more stable. No 
one talks about down grading anymore.  The 
fundamentals have strengthened. If anyone 
has any doubt, I can invite him to the number 
of articles. To quote one latest, is the Editorial 
in the Economic Times on the 28th of March 
2014. Monday, 31st March, 2014.


