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The Bugle for the 2014 National Elections has been sounded. The largest democracy will 
go to vote to form its next Government. The election process which has now begun will 
be held in nine phases beginning 7th April, 2014 and the final round would be on 12th 

May. The results would be announced on 16th May by when we would be in a position to know 
the look of the new Parliament. 18,78,306 ballot units have been deployed to enable 814.5 million 
electorate to exercise their franchise. 9,30,000 polling stations have been created to complete the 
largest such exercise anywhere in the world. 23 million voters of the electorate are youth of ages 
between 18 and 19 who will cast their votes for the first time. 

Congress is confident of leading a UPA III Government based on the large number of people 
friendly projects started during the decade of UPA for the benefit of the poorest of the poor as 
well as all other sections of the Indian polity. The Congress led Government has introduced 
many laws for probity in public life. The Right to Information was the first of such moves. The 
latest was the Lok Pal Bill. If the Six Bills which were left pending by the disruptive designs of 
the BJP to prevent the UPA to make landmark changes had been allowed to be cleared it would 
have made a considerable difference in assuring that means of corruption are prevented. These 
included The Right of citizens for time bound delivery of goods and services and redressal of 
their grievances bill. Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi was vigorously promoting these 
in the parliament but the BJP was adamant in not letting it happen. Speaking on the occasion 
of the release of the manifesto Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi said “Our government 
has tried its level best to meet the aspirations of the people in our country. You have witnessed 
yourself that, the past ten years of our government under the leadership of Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, has been a period that achieved commendable economic growth and ensured 
social empowerment. We did put in our efforts to maintain our growth and to ensure welfare and 
upliftment of the people, especially the poor and weaker sections. We also provided maximum 
support and financial assistance to Panchayats and local bodies. We also could pass various historic 
legislations benefitting the people. We had spelt our plans in our earlier manifesto”.

I believe, this election will not be about just programmes, policies or economy. This election for 
the Congress is important to keep constitutional fabric of the country intact. It is the time to 
fight to protect our rich tradition of unity in diversity. We will fight for ‘Ekta’ not for ‘Ek roopta’. 
We will have to fight to protect an ideology that unites us, which does not make people fight 
against each other.

The Congress Vice President who has played an important role in making the manifesto inclusive 
by taking the views of the affected groups of people from various spheres said “The manifesto 
that we have here is truly the voice of the people of this country. We had a manifesto in 2009 and 
I am proud to say that 90% that we have written in that manifesto have been delivered by the 
UPA government and the Prime Minister.

We commit to do exactly the same in 2014 manifesto. I would like to say a little about what 
Congress party stands for that is different than our opponents. We believe that for this country 
to grow there needs to be a firm partnership between the business, between the economic sectors 
of this country and between the poor. 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh took a jibe at the BJP who he said was always trying to predict 
his exit and was proved wrong in the end. He said “The Congress party has done everything in its 
power to work out a blueprint, an institutional framework where corruption is a thing of the past. 

“I am confident that the next Congress government will be able to overcome whatever tendencies 
may have been there with regard to dealing with corruption. We will be able to overcome those 
difficulties and there will be a Congress government which will answer the needs and aspirations 
of our people,” Singh said. v
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An Appeal
For the Indian National Congress, a Manifesto is more than a catalogue of 
promises and pledges.

It is an agenda for governance to be followed diligently and meticulously.

It is an agenda for good governance on which progress must be reported to 
the people of the country, regularly, in a transparent manner.

It is in this spirit that the Congress-led UPA government has been releasing 
a “Report to the People” every year. This will continue.

The 2014 Lok Sabha elections will offer stark choices.

On the one side is the Indian National Congress with its long track record of 
achievements and accomplishments, with its vision and values bequeathed 
to it by a most remarkable generation of Indians led by Mahatma Gandhi.

On the other side is an ideology of hate, bigotry and prejudice, an ideology 
that negates the very idea of India that has been cherished by us for centuries.

On the one side is the Indian National Congress, which celebrates and rejoices 
in the multitude of diversities of India.

On the other side is an ideology that seeks to impose uniformity in the name 
of unity.

A vote for the Indian National Congress is a vote for fulfilling the aspirations 
of the youth of our nation, for ensuring that women lead a life of dignity.

Economic growth, social harmony, empowerment of weaker sections and 
strengthening of democratic institutions have to all go hand-in-hand.

It is only the Indian National Congress that will, by its very character, ensure 
that this happens.
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ThE COngREss pARTy hAs sTOOD 
fOR 128 yEARs fOR ITs IDEA 
Of InDIA. ThIs Is An IDEA ThAT 
fInDs ITs fInEsT ExpREssIOn In 
ThE sTATE Of KERALA: sOnIA 
gAnDhI

I am delighted to be back in Kerala 
once again. 

A new PCC Chief has been appointed. 
VM Sudheeran ji, Ramesh Chennithala ji 
and Oomen Chandy ji are our respected 
colleagues. I am sure you will all join me 
in wishing him the very best in tireless 
working with all of you to lead our party 
to success.

We will soon be facing the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections.

Kerala  gave us  a  huge mandate in 
2009. Our challenge is to repeat that 
performance.

We will be going to the people to seek 
a renewed mandate with confidence, 
confident of our achievements, both at 
the state and national levels.

 But, the 2014 elections are not just about 
our record, though we have a lot to   be 
proud of. These elections are also about 
our country’s future. What kind of India 
do we want?

The Congress party has stood for 128 
years for its idea of India. This is an idea 
that finds its finest expression in the state 
of Kerala.

It is the idea of one nation made of many 
diverse people. We are all here today 
because we believe in an India where 
it does not matter what religion you 
practice, what language you speak, what 
caste you were born into or what colour 
your skin is.  It only matters that you are 
Indian.

This is what we mean when we speak of 
secularism. We speak of the values and 
traditions of our great society, enshrined 
in our Constitution and protected by our 
democracy. We speak of safeguarding 
an India which not only respects our 
diversity but also celebrates it.  

This Idea of India is under threat today 
from those who seek not just to rule but 
to change its very heart and soul.

What we want in India is unity. They want 
uniformity.

We believe in an India that unites people. 
They seek to divide us. 

Our ideology binds people together. 
Theirs separates one from another.  

What we believe in is the strengthening of 
democratic institutions at all levels.  They 
believe in weakening them.

What we believe in is a leadership that 
empowers people and harnesses their 
collective strength in the pursuit of 
national objectives. 

The choice before the nation is clear: to 
vote for a party that embodies hope, or 
one that promotes fear. 

The choice is either to support an India 
united in striving, or an India divided by 
hatred. An India, that belongs to all of 
us or an India that belongs to some, and 
serves the interests of only a few.

The Congress Party stands for democracy, 
diversity and development. That is the 

ThIs Is whAT wE mEAn whEn 

wE spEAK Of sECuLARIsm. 

wE spEAK Of ThE vALuEs 

AnD TRADITIOns Of OuR 

gREAT sOCIETy, EnshRInED 

In OuR COnsTITuTIOn 

AnD pROTECTED by OuR 

DEmOCRACy. wE spEAK Of 

sAfEguARDIng An InDIA 

whICh nOT OnLy REspECTs 

OuR DIvERsITy buT ALsO 

CELEbRATEs IT.  

ThE COngREss pARTy sTAnDs 

fOR DEmOCRACy, DIvERsITy 

AnD DEvELOpmEnT. ThAT 

Is ThE InDIA OuR LEADERs 

wORKED AnD sACRIfICED 

fOR. ThAT Is ThE InDIA wE 

wILL DEfEnD TILL OuR LAsT 

bREATh.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s speech at the Party Convention at  Kochi, 
Kerala on  15th February, 2014

CP’s VISIT
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CP’s VISIT

India our leaders worked and sacrificed 
for. That is the India we will defend till our 
last breath.

Friends, the Congress derives its support 
and strength from all sections of our diverse 
society. The Congress has always followed 
policies that promote high economic growth 
but ensure that the benefits of growth are 
enjoyed by all, particularly by the poor 
and the disadvantaged. Here in Kerala, our 
principal opponents claim to speak for the 
poor but oppose every scheme that would 
bring the poor out of poverty.  

The people of Kerala can choose a party that 
is building the India of the 21st century – or 
a party imprisoned by an ideology that has 
become irrelevant.

The y  can  vote  for  a  par ty  that  has 
always responded creatively to changing 

fRIEnDs, ThE COngREss 

DERIvEs ITs suppORT 

AnD sTREngTh fROm ALL 

sECTIOns Of OuR DIvERsE 

sOCIETy. ThE COngREss 

hAs ALwAys fOLLOwED 

pOLICIEs ThAT pROmOTE 

hIgh ECOnOmIC gROwTh 

buT EnsuRE ThAT ThE 

bEnEfITs Of gROwTh 

ARE EnjOyED by ALL, 

pARTICuLARLy by ThE pOOR 

AnD ThE DIsADvAnTAgED.  

hERE In KERALA, OuR 

pRInCIpAL OppOnEnTs 

CLAIm TO spEAK fOR ThE 

pOOR buT OppOsE EvERy 

sChEmE ThAT wOuLD bRIng 

ThE pOOR OuT Of pOvERTy.  

circumstances, or one that is stuck in the 
tired slogans of the past.

You are all Congressmen and women. 
You belong to a party founded on the 
principle of  non-violence.  Our main 
political opponents in Kerala reject this 
principle. We settle differences through 
dialogue and discussion. They settle them 
through brutal acts. 

Friends, the last 10 years have seen a period 
of profound transformation in our country.

We have had unprecedented economic 
growth. It is this high economic growth that 
has enabled us to launch and implement so 
many landmark programmes in different 
areas like rural employment, rural and urban 
infrastructure, water supply, sanitation, 
education and health.  

It is this economic growth that has enabled 
the Centre to provide all states     much 
greater assistance than ever before for 
development programmes.

We now have  record  pro duct ion of 
foodgrains and over the last  decade 
procurement prices for rice and wheat have 
more than doubled. Wages in rural areas 
have increased substantially, benefitting 
lakhs of workers.

Beginning with the historic Right to 
Information or RTI, a series of laws have    
been passed that include the Mahatma 
Gandhi-NREGA, the Forest Rights Act, 
the Right to Education Act, the National 
Food Security Act and the new Land 
Acquisition Act. This is not just charity, as 
our opponents allege. They empower our 
people. They give them rights and legal 
entitlements as they have never had before.

Our opponents speak of corruption. We 
have taken decisive steps to deal with this 
menace. RTI itself is a weapon against 
corruption. The Lokpal Act has become a 
reality after over forty years. Kerala will have 
a new Lokayukta Act very soon in keeping 
with this Lokpal legislation.  Many other 
Bills to deal with corruption are awaiting 
approval in Parliament, and would become 
law if only the Opposition allowed it to 
function smoothly.

In the last three years, the record of the 
UDF government under Oommen Chandi 
ji’s leadership has also been noteworthy.  

The metro rail project is proceeding rapidly 
in Kochi. Eight new medical colleges have 

been launched. New initiatives have been 
taken in health care. Kannur has become 
the first district in India to become a zero-
landless district. Thiruvananthapuram is a 
model capital. 

 The Kerala Government has introduced 
a number of far reaching programmes in 
health, education, women empowerment 
and other sectors.

I am aware that despite this great progress, 
challenges remain. I wish to reassure you 
that for us, protecting the livelihood of 
tribals, of Scheduled Castes, of farmers, 
of fisher-folk and of women is an absolute 
priority.  While we must preserve the 
environment and our forests and protect our 
fragile biodiversity, livelihood security is 
paramount. We must and we will find ways 
to ensure that both objectives are fulfilled 
in a harmonious manner.

 Friends, the next few weeks are going to be 
challenging. Our rivals will argue that after 
ten years of UPA rule, it is time for a change.

But a change to what? Do the people of India 
truly want to give up the values we have 
cherished for six and a half decades for the 
untested promises of those who have built 
their careers on falsehoods?

For those who assume many masks only in 
the pursuit of electoral gains. 

For those who pretend to be moderate only 
out of electoral convenience.

Let nobody be under any illusion. Their 
real intentions and priorities are evident 
to us all.  

We must resist them with all our might 
with our hard work and our commitment 
to uphold our secular ethos, the principles 
enshrined in our constitution, and protected 
by our democracy. We must fight for unity, 
not division. We must continue to work for 
the India of the future and not be hostage 
to the dogmas of the past.

I know that the Congress Party in Kerala has 
always risen to the occasion. To me there is 
no this group or that group. We are all one 
group, we are all Congressmen and women 
and that is how we will fight the electoral 
battle. That is how we will win this battle.

Let us build a better India for our children. 
I count on each one of you here to play your 
part. Thank you, and Jai Hind! v
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I am very happy to be here on the historic 
occasion of the launch of the “Nirbhaya 
Keralam Surakshita Keralam”, which has 

so many landmark and innovative features 
to protect our country’s most visible and 
vulnerable minority— women. 

Kerala has always been a leader in the 
empowerment and emancipation of women.  
Women in Kerala are the best educated 
in the country and have the best access to 
health facilities. They enjoy equal rights 
in inheritance. Under the Chief Minister 
Oommen Chandi ji’s leadership a number of 
excellent programmes to empower women are 
being implemented. Kerala’s ‘Kudumbashree’ 
and ‘Janashree’ are serving as a model for other 
states to follow. 

 And yet, crime statistics show alarming 
and rising levels of violence against women 
– rape, molestation, dowry harassment and 
domestic violence. Many women complain of 
not feeling   safe in public places after dark. 
This is sadly a nationwide phenomenon, but 
I am relieved that Kerala is doing something 
tangible about it.

With this new initiative to ensure the safety 
and protection of women, Kerala is once again 
showing the way.  It is truly path-breaking and    
as we say so often on so many issues, other 
states will do well to learn from Kerala. 

wOmEn ACROss ThE COunTRy ARE gAInIng 
sIgnIfICAnTLy fROm ThE pROgRAmmEs AnD pOLICIEs 
Of ThE upA gOvERnmEnT : sOnIA gAnDhI
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s  speech at the  Nirbhaya programme on 15th February, 2014 at  Kochi (Kerala)

The Nirbhaya programme aims to ensure that 
every woman in Kerala feels safe, anywhere, 
at any time. A combination of surveillance 
cameras, trained volunteers, public awareness 
and a more sensitive and responsive state 
security machinery, including Vanitha 
helpdesks in police stations, will instill greater 
confidence in women. 

Nirbhaya also promises to treat the underlying 
causes that lead to the suppression and 
oppression of women. Training of young 
minds right from our own homes and schools, 
instilling the right moral values and reinforcing 
the message of respect for women at all levels 
of society is indispensable.

I also congratulate the Government of Kerala 
for deciding to open six new all-women police 
stations in six districts of Kerala from 1st 
March.  This is commendable, but it is only 
a first step. At present, I am told that women 
comprise just about 5% of the police force in 
Kerala.  I would request the Chief Minister 
and the Home Minister to ensure that this is 
definitely doubled in the next two years and 
reaches 25% in five years’ time. This will add 
to the effectiveness of the ‘Nirbhaya Keralam’ 
initiative. 

Women across the country are gaining 
significantly from the programmes and 
policies of the UPA government. Lakhs of 

ThE nIRbhAyA pROgRAmmE 
AIms TO EnsuRE ThAT 
EvERy wOmAn In KERALA 
fEELs sAfE, AnywhERE, AT 
Any TImE. A COmbInATIOn 
Of suRvEILLAnCE CAmERAs, 
TRAInED vOLunTEERs, 
pubLIC AwAREnEss AnD 
A mORE sEnsITIvE AnD 
REspOnsIvE sTATE sECuRITy 
mAChInERy, InCLuDIng 
vAnIThA hELpDEsKs 
In pOLICE sTATIOns, 
wILL InsTILL gREATER 
COnfIDEnCE In wOmEn. 

continued on page 8

new women’s self-help groups linked with 
banks have been started.  More girls, especially 
those belonging to the weaker sections of 
society, are in schools and colleges and are 
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CP’s Kerala VISIT

My greetings to the working men and 
women of Kollam on this special 

occasion and to INTUC members who have 
gathered here today. 

INTUC has long embodied the Congress 
Party’s commitment to the rights of our 
country’s labour force. I am proud to speak 
on INTUC platform today from the historical 
and beautiful city of Kollam, a city that has, 
for centuries, been a gateway for the world to 
India and for India to the world.

Kerala is today the pride of India in terms 
of social development — poverty reduction, 
literacy, health, life expectancy and nutrition. 
This is in no small measure because of the 
contribution of the workers of Kerala, because 
of their struggles to establish and defend their 
rights.

Today Kollam is a citadel of traditional 
industries, especially cashew, coir, fishing and 
plantations. The products of these traditional 
industries have created a special place for 
Kollam in the global markets. However, the 
general crisis which has now affected the sector 
and their export markets has considerably 
hit the economy of Kollam, causing much 
hardship.

There is an imperative need to modernize 
the traditional coir and cashew industries 
through a proper research and development 
programme. I understand that the present 
working conditions of cashew workers is 
poor. I support INTUC in its campaign for the 
creation of comfortable working conditions 
for all workers so that they can lead life with 
dignity.

I am aware that a large number assembled 
here are workers from the unorganized sector 
like handloom, khadi, handicrafts, clay and 
bamboo, and also fishermen. I recognize the 
difficulties that most of you encounter daily.

It is unfortunate that a large section of the 
traditional sector workers in Kerala have 
not yet joined our society’s mainstream, as 
we would wish. Unorganised workers from 

pROTECTIng ThE RIghTs Of ALL 
wORKERs Is A CORE COnCERn Of ThE 
COngREss pARTy: sOnIA gAnDhI
Address  of the Congress President Smt. Sonia  Gandhi at the  INTUC - Rally  
in Kollam,Disrtict,  Kerala on  15th February 2014

outside Kerala especially face exploitation by 
labour contractors. There is little consciousness 
of workplace hazards, and many of you have 
to endure extended working hours, with no 
concept of safety, no employer services, and 
no implementation of our country’s health 
and safety legislation. This is unacceptable to 
me and to the Congress Party.   

The paradox is that in the erstwhile Travancore 
kingdom, it was from Kollam that organized 
movements to earn the rights of workers 
sprouted and spread.

The late INTUC leader C.M. Stephen played a 
key role in organizing those movements. 

Today, in Kollam, I join you in demanding and 
working for real change.

The governments led by the Congress Party, 
have over the years, supported INTUC in 
achieving its agenda. 

Protecting the rights of all workers is a 
core concern of the Congress party.  It is 
not a coincidence that every major law that 
protects the interests of labour in India has 
been initiated and enacted by a Congress 
government. 

Taking steps to protect the rights and interests 
of the informal sector who comprise the 
majority of India’s work force is the need 
of the hour. A large proportion of them are 
women, whose welfare, security and livelihood 
is of special concern to our Party.  The recent 
announcement by our Party’s Vice President 
Rahul ji that these workers will be organized 
and brought to the mainstream reflects the 
strong support of the Indian National Congress 
to labour rights.

Just recently we provided a special relief 
package for Kerala’s struggling handloom 
industry to enable many sick and indebted 
units to revive. Without the UPA Government’s 
intervention, many of them would have had 
to close, throwing thousands of your fellow 
handloom workers out of work. INTUC union 
leaders, together with Congress Party MPs, 
played a key role in bringing this danger to 

TAKIng sTEps TO pROTECT 

ThE RIghTs AnD InTEREsTs 

Of ThE InfORmAL sECTOR 

whO COmpRIsE ThE 

mAjORITy Of InDIA’s 

wORK fORCE Is ThE nEED 

Of ThE hOuR. A LARgE 

pROpORTIOn Of ThEm ARE 

wOmEn, whOsE wELfARE, 

sECuRITy AnD LIvELIhOOD 

Is Of spECIAL COnCERn 

TO OuR pARTy.  ThE 

RECEnT AnnOunCEmEnT 

by OuR pARTy’s vICE 

pREsIDEnT RAhuL jI ThAT 

ThEsE wORKERs wILL bE 

ORgAnIzED AnD bROughT TO 

ThE mAInsTREAm REfLECTs 

ThE sTROng suppORT Of ThE 

InDIAn nATIOnAL COngREss 

TO LAbOuR RIghTs.
continued on page 8



Congress sandesh | 8 | MarCh 2014

Kochi (Kerala): Congress President and UPA 
Chairperson launched Congress campaign in 
Kerala by addressing a massive party rally at 
Kochi on 15th February, 2014. While speaking 
on the occasion, Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said “We speak of safeguarding an India 
which not only respect our diversity but also 
celebrate this diversity. This idea of our India 
today is under a threat from those who seek not 
just to rule but change India’s very heart, India’s 
very soul. What we want, what Congress Party 
wants is an India, is unity in India. What they 
want, they want uniformity. We believe in an 
India that unites our people they seek to divide 
us. Our ideology binds people together, theirs 
separate one from another”.

“We will be going to the people to seek a new 
mandate with confidence. Confident of our 
achievement both state and national level and 
we do have many-many achievements. You all 
are aware of them. But 2014 election is not 
just about our record as I said we have many 
achievements, we have lot to be proud of,” said 
the Congress President.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi also launched a blistering 

a rePorT

COngREss IDEOLOgy bInDs pEOpLE 
TOgEThER, whILE bjp DIvIDEs 
sOCIETy: sOnIA gAnDhI

attack on the former CPI (M)-led LDF in 
the state. “The people of Kerala can choose 
a party that is building an India for the 21st 
century or a party imprisons an ideology 
that has become irrelevant today. They can 
vote for a party that has always responded 
to changing circumstances creatively or one 
that is stuck with tired slogans of the past” 
and added “You are all Congress men and 
women. You belong to party founded on 
the principles of non violence. What does 
our principle opposition in Kerala do? They 
reject the principle of non violence. We 
settle differences through dialogues and 
discussions; they settle them through brutal 
act to murder, with killings”.

E ar l i e r,  she  a l s o  ha d  l au nche d  t he 
Nirbhaya Keralam Surakshitha Keralam 
– government-civil society initiative for 
safety and security of women in the state, 
Smt. Gandhi said she deeply regretted that 
the Women’s Reservation bill could not be 
passed by Parliament for lack of consensus 
but her party would continue its efforts for 
passage of the legislation. v

receiving scholarships as never before. 
Pension schemes for widows are being 
implemented.  

New laws to deal with sexual harassment 
of women at the work place and to protect 
them from domestic violence have been 
enacted, as have new laws that provide 
for more stringent punishment for sexual 
offences against women and children. 

Over 40% of elected representatives in 
panchayats are women and in many 
states, 50% reservation has been provided 
to women in local bodies. With Lok Sabha 
elections looming, my great regret is that 
we have still not been able to pass the 
Women’s Reservation Bill in Parliament 
even though it has been adopted in the 
Rajya Sabha. 

It remains a matter of deep anguish 
for all of us, though, that atrocities on 
women continue in our country.  I do 
not have to remind you of the shameful 
happenings in Delhi and Mumbai, which 
agitated the entire nation, and rightly so. 
Such atrocities are tragically, repeated 
all over, all too often going unreported 
and unpunished.  It is a matter of grave 
and continuing concern that trafficking 
of women and discrimination against 
the girl child persist, and that female 
foeticide is still widely prevalent even in 
a number of economically prosperous 
states. Government schemes are, of 
course, essential.  But what is needed is 
a massive  social reform movement  of 
the type Shree Narayana Guru launched 
over a century ago, that will lead to 
transforming societal attitudes and 
mindsets. 

It is my hope that Nirbhaya will bring 
about real change in the way men think 
and behave, and the way women feel. I 
wish the programme great success. And I 
look forward to the rest of India following 
your example.

Thank you, and Jai Hind! v

our attention.

We in the Congress Party are committed to skill 
development for our population. Human capital 
is our country’s most precious resource. There 
is untapped potential here and I want to assure 
you that we will always be with you and strive to 
enhance your capacity to make the most of your 
talents in the workplace.

 The Congress Party is in favour of evolving a 
“national floor level minimum wage” and for 
making it statutory as well. To make it a reality,  
amendments to the Minimum Wages Act 1948 
are being finalized. Solutions to the problems of 
traditional workers will be found at the earliest 
and a separate fund for social security measures 
for workers in the unorganized sector has been set 
up.  An end to contract labour, the safeguarding 
of pension rights and educational opportunities 

for workers’ children are under serious 
consideration.

Friends, I am proud that INTUC is an 
organization which has stood in the forefront of 
all the progressive worker welfare enactments 
that have taken place in the country during the 
past 60 years. I am very happy to note that the 
Kerala Branch of INTUC is well organized and 
is bringing Trade Union representation to the 
workers of the unorganized sector. 

I am also happy that INTUC is politically 
committed to strengthening the Congress 
Party.  I pledge that the Congress Party will 
continue to give INTUC all the support it 
needs to fulfill its essential agenda.

My best wishes to all workers, brothers and 
sisters of Kerala.  Jai Hind! v

continued from page 7

continued from page 6

pROTECTIng ThE RIghTs Of ALL wORKERs Is A CORE COnCERn Of 
ThE COngREss pARTy: sOnIA gAnDhI

wOmEn ACROss ThE 
COunTRy ARE gAInIng 
sIgnIfICAnTLy fROm ThE 
pROgRAmmEs AnD pOLICIEs 
Of ThE upA gOvERnmEnT : 
sOnIA gAnDhI
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CP’s VISIT

I am delighted to be back in Lakshadweep and 
be with all of you. I have warm memories of 

your beautiful islands and the welcome your 
people have always given me and Rajivji.

Very soon we will be facing the national elections. 
Every single seat counts.

These elections will be a major test for the 
protection of our secular values and the 
preservation of our traditions of diversity and co-
existence, of which Lakshadweep is a wonderful 
reflection and symbol.

These elections will also consolidate our efforts to 
build the India of the 21st century – an India that 
will ensure that areas like Lakshadweep, however 
far-off and remote they may be from Delhi, thrive 
in the national mainstream.  

Each and every one of you has a special 
responsibility to ensure that the message of the 
Congress Party reaches the people, especially the 
young and women. We are strong here, but we 
must not take anything for granted.  

Lakshadweep has benefitted enormously from 
the long and distinguished presence of my valued 
late colleague Shri P.M. Sayeed in Parliament.   I 
can never forget his ever-smiling personality. The 
good work has been continued under his young 
and energetic son. 

Shaik Koyaji and Hamdullah Sayeed are 
frequently in touch with me in Delhi.

I am glad that the special recruitment drive for 
Lakshadweep islanders has been conducted in 
the railways and in the armed forces.  Many 

local scheduled tribe islanders have got gainful 
employment.

The agreement signed by the Rajiv Gandhi 
Super-speciality Hospital at Agatti with the Mata 
Amritanandamayi Medical Institute, Kochi will 
provide specialized medical services to all local 
islanders free of cost.  This is a great achievement.  
We have paid special attention to the medical 
needs of the people of Minicoy and ensured 
that patients from there are evacuated to Kochi 
directly by helicopter. 

The increase in MBBS seats reserved for 
Lakshadweep, from 10 to 13, mean that more 
doctors from here will be trained to serve 
you more effectively. Before the onset of the 
monsoon, we expect two new ships meant for 
Lakshadweep to be put into operation, as also two 
new cargo barges.  This will improve connectivity 
and trade to the island substantially.

The desalination plants, first of its kind, have 
come up in Lakshadweep, at Agatti and Minicoy.  
These will provide safe drinking water to people.  
We propose to expand these facilities in other 
islands. Along with drinking water, a very 
important scheme for installing bio-toilets in the 
islands has been taken up. This will greatly help 
in sewage disposal and improve the sanitation 
situation. 

Solar plants have been installed at Androth and 
Kavaratti.  This will give a great relief to the 
people of these islands.

Four Eastern side jetties at Agatti, Kavaratti, 
Ameni and Minicoy have been completed and 

made functional at the Minicoy one has just 
been inaugurated.

I am aware that there was much concern about 
the reduction in the quantity of food grains 
under the Food Security Bill. As you know the 
regulations of the Bill have been amended to 
factor in your demand and an extra 2000 tonnes 
of food grains, both wheat and rice, for  the 
current year have been allocated.

Koyaji and Hamdullah Sayeed have repeatedly 
been requesting me for the conversion of IRBN to 
Lakshadweep State Armed Forces.  I am happy to 
inform you that the UPA government has passed 
orders agreeing to this long-pending request.

Friends, I wish to assure you and the people that 
even though Lakshadweep may be geographically 
distant from the Indian mainland, it is very much 
part of our political and economic thinking. We 
recognize your special needs, and appreciate your 
special concerns. We know that you face unique 
challenges and that at all times Lakshadweep 
rightly demands special attention. 

Friends, the coming elections will be a battle for 
making sure that we continue to not just respect 
but also celebrate our society’s and our country’s 
diversities. India remains united because we have 
always given priority to ensuring that our diverse 
cultures are given full freedom to flourish. That 
has been the Congress way.

I am confident that you will be successful in 
conveying to the people of the islands that a 
vote for the Congress is a vote for the continued 
stability and prosperity of Lakshadweep. 

A vote for the Congress is a vote for fulfilling the 
aspirations of youth, the dignity and security of 
all, and particularly of women. 

A vote for the Congress is a vote for a bright, 
secure and prosperous future for the whole of 
India. That is why I ask you to continue to extend 
your support to the Congress Party.  Jai Hind. v

LAKshADwEEp Is A wOnDERfuL 
REfLECTIOn AnD symbOL Of DIvERsITy 
AnD CO-ExIsTEnCE: sOnIA gAnDhI  
Congress President’s Address at Lakshadweep on 14, February 2014

ThEsE ELECTIOns wILL 
bE A mAjOR TEsT fOR 
ThE pROTECTIOn Of OuR 
sECuLAR vALuEs AnD ThE 
pREsERvATIOn Of OuR 
TRADITIOns Of DIvERsITy 
AnD CO-ExIsTEnCE, Of 
whICh LAKshADwEEp Is A 
wOnDERfuL REfLECTIOn 
AnD symbOL.
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bjp jusT TALKs, OnLy COngREss bRIngs In 
DEvELOpmEnT: RAhuL gAnDhI
Belgaum: Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi started off 
the Lok Sabha campaign in Karnataka on 15th February, 2014 by 
attacking the BJP on corruption at a rally in Belgaum district in 
Karnataka. Accusing the BJP of blocking the passage of six anti-graft 
bills in Parliament, he said the rival party only talks while the Congress 
brings progress. 

Addressing the over one-lakh-strong crowd with an “ellarigu 
namaskara”, Shri Rahul said, “The bills are of help to you, they give 
power to you. We want to pass the bills. We are being stopped in 
Parliament by the BJP. They don’t allow Parliament to function.’’ 

Taking on the BJP which has made corruption as its main weapon 
of attack against the UPA government, Rahul Ji further said: “Who 
brought RTI? Congress party did it. Whatever was happening behind 
closed doors is getting known to you because of RTI. Who brought the 
Lokpal Bill? Congress brought it.” 

Addressing the over 1 lakh-strong crowd, Rahul took on BJP by saying 
“those who have been reeling out a series of lies to fool the people had 
no right to talk about corruption”. “The BJP did not see corruption in 
Karnataka during its rule. It finds corruption only in Congress-ruled 
states,’’ he added. 

He further said that they forget that their BJP Chief Minister was sent 
to jail for corruption. They do not see that 16 ministers had to resign.  
They do not see corruption in Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and 
Karnataka. The people of Karnataka threw the BJP govt. out of power, 
mainly because of the massive corruption under its rule. And now the 
former Chief Minister, who was in jail on corruption charges, is back 
in BJP.  The BJP leaders, but, do not realise it. They see corruption only 
in the Congress-ruled states and ignore it in the BJP states”.

Rahul Gandhi also took another jibe at BJP on IT revolution. “Now 
some BJP leaders deliver big speeches while roaming across the country. 
They say that India can become a great IT hub.   But who initiated this? 
It was the Congress which started work in this direction. It was the 
people, the youth who had helped Karnataka to become a prominent 
place in the IT sector. It took a long time to achieve this, about 60 years. 

But the BJP leaders, who were against computers, now want Karnataka 
to become IT Centre. They do not think who had initiated this. They 
forget that it was the Congress which had the vision for it. Rajiv Gandhi’s 
efforts made it possible” said the Congress Vice President.  

Continuing his attack on BJP, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “They (BJP) want 
to form a government of the selected people, of the corporate, the elite 
and want to ignore India. This is the difference between Congress and 
the opposition” and added “We do not need an India where a handful 
of people become rich and our farmers, Dalits and weaker sections live 
in distress.    We need such a country where every citizen has respect, 
every religion has respect, every ideology has respect, every woman 
and youth have respect”.

“The opposition makes one person fight with other. They ignore your 
strength. They want to grab power while people are fighting each other”, 
said Shri Rahul Gandhi and assured “We will, together work, for the 
development here. We will not let anyone to slip back. We want to 
instil confidence among the people so that they feel their role in nation 
building and in development”.

“In 2014, Congress is going to form a government at the Centre and we 
will continue with our pro-poor policies. We will continue our efforts 
for the upliftment of the youth and the women. We will get the Women 
Reservation Bill, which ensures 33% reservation for women, passed in 
the Parliament.  We will empower you more so that we can have more 
women MPs and MLAs,” concluded Shri Rahul Gandhi amidst loud 
applauds from the huge gathering.

RAhuL gAnDhI ADDREssEs wOmEn’s RALLy 
In KARnATAKA, sTREssEs fOR mORE wOmEn 
pARTICIpATIOn In pOLITICs 
Tumkur: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi, who is on a two- 
day visit to Karnataka, addressed an all women   rally in Tumkur on 
16th February, 2014. While addressing the rally he stressed for increased 
women participation in politics. Shri Rahul Gandhi also slammed the 
BJP and said there is no space for women in it.

Shri Rahul Gandhi began his speech by remembering Balavani 
Velamma ji and Chittoor Rani Chinnamma ji. He also said that India 
can never become a super power if we do not empower the women in 

COngREss ELECTIOn CAmpAIgn
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the country.  “We can only be half-super power till we ensure women 
empowerment”, said the Congress vice President.

“I go to every state in India and I realise that wherever women are 
empowered there is development. This is the major difference between 
those states and other states. Wherever women are uplifted, there is 
progress and wherever women are being suppressed development is 
not talking place,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said. 

He also highlighted various policies and schemes implemented by the 
Congress-led UPA government at the centre. “Central government has 
done a lot for women. We have introduced the women reservation bill 
in the parliament and we will try to pass it. We want to bring women 
in the parliament. We have implemented 50% reservation through 
Panchayati Raj and that will be beneficial for you”.

Shri Rahul Gandhi continued to highlighting the central schemes 
“Our schemes whether it’s MNREGA, Right to information and Food 
security bill, all are aimed to empower women. We have passed a strict 
law against rape. We want to give you security with respect. We want 
to build nation from your power.”

The Congress leader further said that he wants more women contest 
elections and their faces must be seen in Lok Sabha, Vidhan Sabha and 
Panchayat and entire India must feel their strength.

He stressed for the need to bring more women into the Congress party. 
“We need to utilize your power and knowledge.” Shri Rahul Gandhi 
concluded his speech.

RAhuL gAnDhI bLAmEs OppOsITIOn fOR nOn-
pAssAgE Of AnTI-CORRupTIOn bILLs
new Delhi:  Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi slammed 
opposition parties alleging their “deceit” had ensured that key anti-
corruption bills could not be passed. He was talking after meeting the 
human rights activists at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on 22nd February, 
2014. He assured them, the government would bring an ordinance on 
anti-corruption and human rights bills. Thousands of people, including 
activists, protested demanding the government bring out an ordinance 

on three pending human rights legislations — the Grievance Redress 
bill, the Disability Rights bill and the Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment bill.

“Those in the opposition have said that they are against corruption 
and want to fight it. But when the time came to pass the Bills against 
corruption, they did not support,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi. The 
Congress Vice President said people were now saying the ordinance 
route should be taken to bring in these anti-graft measures and that 
he had spoken to Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi in this regard.

“Let us see if the ordinance can be brought or not. But in a way, the 
opposition deceived. Opposition ka dhokha hai,” he said. Rahul 
Gandhi said that he had several times in the past said that action is 
more important than words and the reality was that the opposition did 
not extend support when it was time to act to bring anti-corruption 
measures. “I have always said that action speaks louder than words 
but the Opposition doesn’t want to support us in passing the anti-graft 
Bills.. I thought the people in the opposition will support these bills 
and India will get a strong anti-graft mechanism. But they didn’t do 
so,” Shri Rahul Gandhi added.

The Bills include the Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, the 
Whistle Blowers Protection Bill, and the Time Bound Delivery of 
Goods and Services and Grievance Redressal Bill.

All India Congress Committee (AICC) General Secretary Shri Ajay 
Maken also attacked the BJP by accusing it of blocking five out of six 
anti-corruption legislations in the just-concluded parliament session. In 
a statement, he said he wondered whether the BJP has scuttled the five 
bills under instructions from its prime ministerial candidate Narendra 
Modi who was “scared” that once these bills got passed and create an 
institutional framework, all his and the BJP’s “deeds of commission and 
deliberate omissions” will be exposed. Accusing Mr Modi of having 
a record of consistently stalling creation of Lokayukta in Gujarat, he 
alleged the Gujarat Chief Minister was giving “undue advantages” to 
select corporate houses.

“It is hardly surprising that Modi made BJP go back on its earlier stand 
just to stall this game-changing initiative which Rahul Gandhi has been 
championing”, he added.

bjp wAnTs TO gRAb RIghTs Of ThE pEOpLE: 
RAhuL gAnDhI
Dehradun: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 23rd 
February, 2014 started his party’s campaign for the upcoming Lok 
Sabha polls by addressing a mammoth party rally in Dehradun. Rahul 
Gandhi today accused BJP of practicing “politics of blood” by pitting 
one religion against another and one caste against another to come to 
power at any cost.   Speaking on the occasion, he took on the BJP for 
its divisive politics and anti-people policies.

“The opposition (BJP) is not serious about people’s pain. They indulge 
in divisive tactics. While Congress wants to empower people, the 
opposition wants to grab people’s rights. Their aim is just to grab power 
by any means”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi and also took a dig indirectly 
at BJP’s prime ministerial candidate Narendra Modi by commenting 
“They say ‘ humko PM bana do, baaki sab theek ho jayega’ . They only 
ask you to vote for them as the PM and everything will be OK.

He continued his attack on Modi and said, “I want to reiterate that 
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we cannot move forward without empowering our women across the 
country. Wherever there is women empowerment we can see progress 
there.  A BJP leader talks about development in Gujarat, but it developed 
because of the women there. I do not talk about myself. I do talk about 
women, youth and the poor. I stress for their empowerment. If we have 
developed that is because of the blood and sweat of the people and not 
due to any individual. He may be thinking that progress took place due 
to his efforts but he is wrong. It is the people who did it. Congress will 
use the power of the people to build the nation”.

Slamming BJP’s double-speak on corruption, the Congress leader said, 
Gujarat Chief Minister was speaking about corruption even though he 
never appointed a Lokayukta in his state and did so only after a judicial 
order.  “There is still one man in Gujarat who does not come under 
Lokayukta. All others are under it but not that man”, “BJP talks loud 
on corruption. But it was the Congress which gave the nation the most 
powerful tool to fight corruption – the RTI. It was the Congress which 
brought Lokpal” and added “How is RTI functioning in Gujarat? They 
do not have proper RTI commissioners there. It took 9 years to have a 
Lokayukta in Gujarat. Even that Lokayukta is not powerful; it is highly 
under the control of a single person”.

Hitting out at BJP for not cooperating with government in the passage 
of pending anti-corruption bills in Parliament, he said, “There are six 
anti-corruption bills. I spoke about them in media. Our leaders spoke 
to their (BJP) leaders. They kept silent... The government is ours. We 
are trying to push those bills in the form of ordinances.”

Speaking on the flash floods that struck Uttarakhand last year causing 
major damage, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “When the state was under 
crisis, everyone in the country stood with it. Entire India was united to 
help Uttarakhand – Dalits, Adivasis, Sikhs, Hindus all were with you. 
I also saw the victims in Uttarakhand helping others. The people here 
have strength and potential. Though some handful of people indulged in 
divisive ideology, the people stood as one. I had just talked to your Chief 
Minister and he has assured that the reconstruction of the damaged 
infrastructure will be completed as early as possible and I am sure that 
the people will get its benefits soon. The Centre also had extended 
maximum help, sent Rs 7000 cr, to help flood-hit Uttarakhand”.

He also struck a chord with the Army. “Do you know who helped you 
the most? Not Rahul Gandhi, not the Central government but it was the 
Army. Armed forces were the biggest heroes in the rescue operations 
during the last year’s flash floods in Uttarakhand,  he said.  We realise 
their strength and that is why their long pending demand for one-rank, 
one pension was approved by the Prime Minister and Sonia Ji”, said the 
Congress Vice President amid cheers from the huge crowd.

“We are speaking about thoughts. Their leader says obliterate 
Congress... They should read Gita. They don’t. It says work for 

others with humility... Buddha could not be 
eradicated. Nor could Ashoka and Akbar... 
Congress cannot be erased. We will fight. We 
will win. We will form government,” he said.

“We have identified the thrust areas like 
empowerment of women and employment of 
youth for overall development,” he said.

“Congress will give tickets to women wherever 
they can. I am standing with you.” “We gave 
reservation in local bodies. Now we will give 
it in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. We will give 

it in organisation.  India can only be a half super power if women are 
not given their due,” he said. “We have made arrangements for better 
representation of women in panchayati raj institutions.

“Efforts are underway to ensure fifty per cent representation to women 
in Vidhan Sabhas and the Lok Sabha because the Congress is convinced 
that no development is possible without the women of this country 
coming forward to contribute to it,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

It is the Congress which has always generated fresh ideas to give a 
direction to this country and this time again it is the same old party 
which has a roadmap for development, the Congress Vice-President 
said.

“We must listen to the people, to realise their problems. That has been 
the policy of the Congress. There may be some setbacks but we will 
never go back from our ideology”, asserted Shri Rahul Gandhi.

bjp ThInKs OnE mAn CAn Run ThE COunTRy: 
RAhuL gAnDhI
Ganaur (Haryana): Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi held 
an interactive session in Ganaur town of district Sonipat in Haryana 
on 24th February, 2014 with local framers. He spoke on the rights and 
the opportunities that farmers need to be provided with in the country.  
He was accompanied by the Union Rural Development Minister Shri 
Jairam Ramesh and Chief Minister of Haryana Shri Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda at the meet.

In interaction with farmers, Shri Rahul Gandhi said “What I have learnt 
here from you (farmers) is that I can never learn from bureaucrats.  
We are trying to empower the common man, specially the farmers.   
We will ensure that every citizen in this country has a right to health”.

He said “You should have an option, your sons should have an option 
if they want to do farming or not. You should have the same option 
that others have through service and manufacturing”.

“We want to empower farmers so that they have an option of other 
occupations as well.  Our politics is about giving you an option and not 
about giving you an order. That is BJP’s work” said Shri Rahul Gandhi in 
a direct attack at BJP. “Look at any party, they all talk about corruption. 
They only give speeches about corruption”, he added.

AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi also said that the Congress 
would ensure dedicated freight corridor and manufacturing corridor 
for farmers. “India is run by Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. Everyone 
gets to vote once in five years.  Those people who sit in the Vidhan 
sabha. Who elects them? Who selects them?  You will think they are 
selected by you all. but that is not true.  About 200-300 people select 
these representatives. Hooda ji, me: we do that. Why don’t you people 
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get to be a part of it?” continued the Congress leader.

“Congress doesn’t play politics of caste and religion” asserted Rahul 
Gandhi. “There should be a day soon when we call for a meeting and 
I will be seeing fifty per cent women and fifty per cent men here”, said 
the Congress Vice President striking a chord with the women.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “You know what is the difference between BJP 
and us. We approach everyone for an opinion. BJP thinks one man can 
run the country, they think power should be centralized, but we think 
power must be given to people”.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also laid the foundation stone of International 
Horticulture Market to be set up over 597 acres of land at Ganaur. Chief 
Minister of Haryana Shri Hooda said that this horticulture market 
would be the biggest market for fruits, vegetables and dairy products in 
the country. He said that efforts are being made to provide remunerative 
prices to the farmers of their produce and this horticulture market 
would prove to be a milestone in this direction. He further added that 
the Government has planned to start contract farming in Haryana 
which would further promote this market and in the near future food 
chain and processing units would also be set up there. 

LEADERs DO nOT ChAngE ThE wORLD, IT Is ThE 
pEOpLE whO mAKE IT pOssIbLE: RAhuL gAnDhI
Guwahati: Congress 
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t 
Shri Rahul Gandhi 
addressed a huge party 
rally in Guwahati as 
part of his campaign 
in Assam for the 
upcoming Lok Sabha 
p o l l s  C o n g r e s s 
vice-president Shri 
Rahul Gandhi 25th 
February, 2014 hit 
out at BJP’s prime 
ministerial candidate 
f o r  s a y i n g  t h a t 
he would do in 60 
months  what  the 
Congress couldn’t 
do in 60 years. “It is 
laughable that they 
say they will do in 
60 months what the 
Congress did in 60 

years. It is not the Congress but the people of the country who worked 
hard for these years to take the country forward. To say that they will do 
this in three months is making fun of the people,” Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said during a rally in Guwahati.

“There are two types of leaders. The first type is those leaders who 
go to the people, mingle with them, listen to their issues and wish to 
give them more power. This is the way Congress thinks. And on the 
other side, there are leaders who snatch power from the people.  I am 
not of that type. I do not want your power but want to give you more 
strength, instead. It is you, who must take our country forward. You 
have strength and the potential to do so”, continued Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“Opposition talks about corruption but the most powerful and 
historical instrument against it in the form of RTI was given by our 
government. What was done in closed doors by bureaucrats can be 
known by any common citizen by filing an RTI”, argued Shri Rahul 
Gandhi.

Highlighting the achievements of the Congress-led UPA Government 
at the Centre, the Congress leader said, “We brought the Tribal bill for 
the adivasis. We fought with Vedanta at Niyamgiri and gave the lands 
back to the tribals.  We fought for the farmers’ rights in Batta-Parsaul 
and enacted the Land Acquisition law. We waived-off the loans of the 
poor farmers worth Rs 60000 crores. We did all these with love and 
respect, not with anger. This has been our policy”.

“BJP wants to finish Congress. But they do not know that Congress 
is not a party, but it is an ideology which cannot be removed from 
the hearts and minds of the people.  It is ideology to love each other, 
respect all. BJP talks of Hindutva but did not read Gita. The Gita talks 
of respecting all, working with love and not to be arrogant. The same 
has been said in Quran, Gurugranth Sahib” said the Congress Vice 
President and added, “This concept is years-old and no one can destroy 
this. Hindustan is like a Guldasta (bouquet) which has space for all. 
We must love all, respect all. It is the people who develop the nation.

Striking an emotional chord with women in the state, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi continued, “We talk about Super power. Without empowering 
our women India can never be a super power. It will remain as half 
super power until then. In the next 5 years we will strengthen our 
steps to empower more women. We want that 50% of the members in 
Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha and Assemblies are women. We also want to 
empower the youth and want them at higher places”.

Shri Gandhi also criticised the Nido Taniam incident saying, “What 
happened to Nido wasn’t right. You should feel at home in Bangalore 
as you feel in Assam. There should be harsh laws against such things.”

 “Unless we involve people, nothing in this country will move. We want 

General eleCTIonS - 2014
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to give more power to the people to deal with their problems because 
you understand your problem better then we who live in New Delhi,” 
Shri Rahul said. “ 

“We have nothing but you, the people, have everything – the strength, 
the knowledge and the power. Our duty is just give you opportunities, 
open up conditions and to empower you. ..We (Congress) believe 
in love, not in ager. That is what Assam teaches us”, concluded Shri 
Rahul Gandhi.

RAhuL gAnDhI InTERACTs wITh sTuDEnTs In 
AssAm, sAys wE LEARn fROm fAILuRE, nOT fROm 
suCCEss
Guwahati: Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi, who is on a two-
day visit to Assam, interacted with students from North East on 25th 
February, 2014 at Don Bosco University in Guwahati. “I see each one 
of you have a lot of will and will have immense potential”, he said.

The Congress vice-president also sought to assure the people of North- 
East migrating to other parts of the country for livelihood. Referring to 
the recent death of Arunachal Pradesh student Nido Taniam in Delhi 
over a trivial issue, Shri Rahul Gandhi said “ignorance is the cause of 
what happened to Nido in Delhi.”

“People, generally, are not bad; but sometimes people get angry and 
act accordingly. When politicians come and say bad things it affects 
the citizens,” said Rahul Gandhi. Noting that he found inspiration in 
Mahatma Gandhi’s ideologies, the Congress Vice President further 
said, “We have to tell people that they are a part of the country and are 
loved; anger needs to be eradicated.”

“We need to give people the political power. I want students from Assam 
become MLAs, MPs, CM and PM. You are the future.. We must focus 
on connectivity; proposed corridors will benefit NE; we must focus 
on education for more development in NE... We can’t solve all our 
problems in just few days; the solution to solve our issues is to empower 
our people” he said replying to various queries by the participants. 
“Compared to other countries, India is doing pretty well. We are the 
second fastest growing economy in the world,” he told the gathering.

“Sometimes we forget how big our India is; it is growing faster than 

any other country” he said. On a question 
whether we should still continue with the 
system of reservation, Rahul Gandhi said, “The 
real problem is that there no sufficient seats in 
universities; if that is solved, the questions on 
reservation will end”, and added, “there are 
still places in India, where one community is 
not allowed to fetch drinking water from wells 
used by high castes”.

On education, Rahul Gandhi commented, 
“Education system must be more student 
based; it should be connected to all spheres; 
it must have a good widen network. We must 
reform our education system. It needs lots of 
changes to be made”.

“The single biggest problem in NE is the 
connectivity issue, whether by roads, trains 
or flights. This must be focussed on” said the 

Congress leader. “We have started to go to people to seek their opinion 
on Manifesto. No other party ever did so”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Replying to another question on prevailing caste system, the Congress 
MP quipped, “If we empower people and give them proper space in 
politics, the casteism will end”. “People fight each other when there is 
communication gap.. if we listen each other, our chances for conflict 
is less”, he commented.”

Stressing for the need of ensuring safety and equality for women, Rahul 
Gandhi said, “I come from a family where women are treated well. My 
father treated my sister and me the same way. Why no one wants to 
talk about how & why women in India are insulted? How can we be a 
Super Power without equality? Women are suffering every day. Rape 
is an extreme manifestation. Girls are killed at birth.. We can never be 
a super power if our women do not feel safe in our country”.

“Women are more capable than men; they are more intelligent”, said 
Shri Rahul Gandhi amid big applauds from the participants. “Women 
should feel safe at anytime; 50% of our population is women; we want 
more women in Parliament, assemblies..”, continued the Congress 
leader.

About North-East affairs, Rahul Gandhi said, “We can develop only if 
we are well connected; we need to improve on this at NE; we will give 
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more attention to this”

When a girl from the gathering asked Rahul Gandhi, “Is it pen, gun or 
microphone that is most powerful weapon for change?” Rahul Gandhi 
immediately shot back, “It is the brain” and explained”, Even if we want 
to use a pen, gun or sword, we must have brain”.

“We must understand what do people really want; we must listen to 
them”, he replied to another question, and added, “You have to look at 
other people, respect them; then only we can bring in changes”. “We 
have millions of people with different culture. That is our strength too. 
We unite when time demands”, he said further.

Nothing can be built on anger, he reminded the students. “If someone 
is angry then we have to go to that person, talk to realise the issue”.  
“The first change in India that I want is the stable harmony amongst 
the people from different walks of life.. We don’t want an India where 
one religion feels they are not safe in India, where women feel unsafe.. 
I believe in Mahatma Gandhi. Every conflict can be resolved with 
peace and brotherhood. Many of the conflicts take place because 
we don’t empower people enough. We can achieve success by love, 
affection and talking to people; that is what Gandhi ji taught us”, said 
the Congress leader.

“The more power we give to the people, the youth, the less will be the 
conflicts”, asserted Shri Rahul Gandhi. “Assam back in peace because 
we involved people in discussions; and with their help we could achieve 
this”, he said adding “Governance should be done by giving as many 
powers to the people”.

“Our systems don’t serve the end-user. You have no input in your 
education. We have to build education system around you”, he told 
the students. “Some politicians come here and make speeches and go 
back.. I am here to listen to you” he assured.

“To promote manufacturing, you have to promote entrepreneurship. 
We have to enable people like you to start something.. We can learn 
many things from failure; we actually can’t learn much from success”, 
suggested Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Drawing a sharp distinction between the ideology of the Congress party 
and that of the opposition, he said that he believes in giving power to 
the people and listening to them, whereas the opposition believes in 
centralizing power into the hands of one man and crushing conflict. He 
cautioned the students and the youth against anger and hatred, which 
he said do not build and sustain nations. 

“If you look at Assam, 20 years ago there was conflict. Today it has 
reduced. This was achieved by including people in the discussion, 
embracing them and discussing their problems. One cannot solve 

problems by using force…we have to find solutions through talking 
and communication and empower people to fulfil their dreams.”

RAhuL gAnDhI LAunChEs COngREss CAmpAIgn 
fOR LOK sAbhA pOLLs In up
lucknow: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi has launched 
his party’s Lok Sabha polls campaign in Uttar Pradesh. Shri, Rahul 
Gandhi, paid obeisance at the dargah of renowned Sufi saint Haji Waris 
Ali Shah and held a road show in Barabanki.

Congress vice president Shri Rahul Gandhi arrived in Lucknow on 
28th February, 2014 on a two-day visit to Uttar Pradesh and hold a 
road show in the state.

The Congress leader held an informal interaction with editors and 
bureau chiefs of various media organisations. 

After the meeting, the Congress Vice President left for the Deva Sharif 
dargah in Barabanki where he offered a ‘chadar’. On the route of the 
dargah, Shri Rahul Gandhi was accorded warm welcome at Mati and 
Gopalpur by the local people.

At the railway station road and Lucknow-Faizabad road, Gram 
Rojgar Welfare Association and MNREGS Technical Assistant 
Welfare Association complained to him about non-payment of their 
honorarium. Rahul Gandhi patiently listened to the, received their 
memorandum, and assured them of necessary action. In Lajpatnagar 
locality, a Sikh dominated area in Barabanki city, some people tried 
to tie a turban on him but when they failed to do so due to security 
reasons, he took it and put it around his neck amidst cheers.

Later, he met aanganwadi workers and women self-help group members 
at a village on the outskirts of the state capital. During the meeting, 
he stressed that women empowerment was a must for the country’s 
development and called upon them to identify their strength. “Women 
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would have to identify their strength and become self reliant to improve 
the future of their families and the country,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said at 
Sarai Shekh village of Chinhat. The Congress Vice President pointed out 
that through self-help groups lakhs of women had found employment 
and were making important contribution to their family income. 
During the meeting, aanganwadi workers raised the issue of delay in 
payment of their honorarium. Promising help, Shri Gandhi exhorted 
them to come forward and fight for their own cause.

On 1st March, 2014 he held a road show, addressed a public gathering 
and also had interactive session with the rickshaw pullers at Varanasi 
Railway station. Shri Rahul Gandhi heard the problems of the rickshaw 
pullers. Shri Rahul Gandhi said that the business flourishes because 
of your transport people here and assured them that he would surely 
look into their problems and their welfare.

COngREss’ AIm Is TO EmpOwER ThE pEOpLE. ThAT 
Is why wE InITIATED A RIghT-bAsED AppROACh : 
RAhuL gAnDhI 
aurangabad: “The Congress fought with love and defeated the British. 
In the same manner we will fight with love and beat the BJP”, said Rahul 
Gandhi, the Congress Vice-President, while addressing a mammoth 
Congress rally in Aurangabad, Maharashtra on 5th March, 2014.  The 
Vice President also commented on BJP’s prime ministerial candidate 
Narendra Modi and said, “Congress’ aim is to empower the people. That 
is why we initiated a right-based approach and gave you the MNREGA, 
RTI, Right to food. But BJP wants to snatch power of the people. While 
we want to open up the system, BJP prefers a closed one. They want 
the entire power to go to a single person”.

While talking about the upcoming Delhi-Mumbai, Delhi-Kolkata and 
Mumbai-Chennai industrial corridors project Rahul Gandhi said, 
“Once this project is completed about 13 lakh youths will be provided 
with jobs. This new corridors will not only benefit Maharashtra, 
but also several other states passing through this. We will witness a 
manufacturing revolution soon. Earlier, China used to be the main 
centre of manufacturing, globally and very soon India is going to take 
that place. The corridor project is an effective step in this direction”.

Striking an emotional chord with the women who were assembled 
in huge numbers, the Congress Vice President continued, “Women 
are the pillars of our nation. But it is unfortunate that they do not get 
proper respect and place in the society. This must change. The Women 
Reservation Bill is still pending in the Parliament. We will surely get 

it passed. You will soon see 33% of members in our Parliament and 
Assemblies is women... Everyone is talking about India becoming super 
power. But India cannot be a super power until we ensure that the 50% 
of our population – the women- is empowered.”

“UPA made three-times more roads than the NDA in 5 years. We make 
more roads and infrastructure but also serve the poor better”, argued 
Shri Rahul Gandhi. “BJP and its leaders talk loud about corruption. But 
they forget that its Chief Minister in Karnataka – Yeddyurappa- had 
to go to jail on corruption charges. Three convicted ministers are still 
there in Modi cabinet in Gujarat. But these are not visible for BJP”, 
added the Congress Vice President.

“There are six anti-corruption bills still pending in parliament. BJP 
is not allowing its passage; they call those Bills are of Rahul Gandhi. 
But these are not Rahul Gandhi’s bills but of the people, the poor in 
the country. Corruption affects poor the most”, continued Shri Rahul 
Gandhi.

“What has been done in 60 years, BJP claims it can do in it in three 
months. This is a mockery of the people as what has happened in the 
last seven decades is because of the people. If India is progressing, that is 
because of the hard work of our people.  BJP does not realise the power 
of the people”, said the Congress leader and added, “BJP thinks that 
one man do all the development. But no country moves forward due 
to the efforts of a particular individual. It is the people who develop a 
nation. It is not just one person who can run a country; it is the people”.

Earlier, Shri Rahul Gandhi also interacted with college students from 
tribal region in Shirpur in Dhule district of Maharashtra. Shri Rahul 
Gandhi interacted with people on Dhule - Shirpur road.  This was his 
first rally after the announcement of the schedule for the coming Lok 
Sabha polls. On March 6, Shri Gandhi interacted with the fishermen 
at Versova beach. He also addressed the Kokan division public rally at 
Sonale village near Bhivandi by-pass.

bjp-LED OppOsITIOn spuRRIng COmmunAL 
AnD EThnIC vIOLEnCE As A TOOL TO ELECTORAL 
vICTORy: RAhuL gAnDhI
Thane: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed a huge 
Congress rally at Thane in Maharashtra on 6th March, 2014 as part of 
his ongoing campaign for the upcoming Lok Sabha polls. At a public 
rally in Sonale village near Bhiwandi in Thane district, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi reiterated the allegation against the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), accusing the organisation of killing Mahatma Gandhi.  
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi accused the BJP-led 
opposition of spurring communal and ethnic violence as a tool to 
electoral victory.

“The RSS shot and killed Mahatma Gandhi. Now they (BJP) are 
adopting their (RSS) principles and speaking about them. Sardar Patel 
was a Congress leader and he clearly wrote about the RSS. It opposed 
Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel. Now, they are appropriating the 
Congress ideology and its leaders,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said the Congress has always taken along all sections 
of society, the rich and poor, and people of all religions to ensure that 
the fruits of development reached everyone.

“When we speak of the MNREGA or RTI, is it only for one community 
or religion? We believe it should be for all. Wherever the opposition 
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goes, they create a rift between Hindus and Muslims, between one 
region and another. We believe in taking everyone together to take the 
country forward,” Shri Gandhi said.

We give the ideas, our leaders implement new schemes; BJP and their 
leaders oppose it and after some time try to take credits for it. It will 
not be surprising if BJP claims credit for our policies like MNREGA, 
RTI, RTE, Land Acquisition Bill and Food Security Act, after 10-15 
years”. “When Rajiv Gandhi had initiated computerization, the senior 
most BJP leader opposed the move in the Parliament by saying that it 
would kill jobs. He said that computers are not useful for our country. 
But today, you can witness the revolution which took place after Rajiv ji 
and Sam Pitroda ji brought computerization. Surprisingly today, the BJP 
leaders try to take credit for computerization and telecom revolution”, 
he explained to substantiate his argument.

“The people who had raised the slogan ‘India Shining’ never talked 
about the poor. When we were introducing MNREGA and Food 
Security Bill, they alleged we are wasting money. But if we form any 
policies for elite, they don’t have any objection. For them, development 
means welfare of the rich. But they don’t realize that it is the poor, the 
downtrodden, who develop our country. We want all sections of the 
people - the poor, tribals, women, and youth – to enjoy the fruits of 
progress”, asserted Shri Rahul Gandhi. “We realize that people possess 
maximum knowledge. All our policies and schemes are based at your 
ideas and wishes. It is the people who guided us to bring in policies 
like Green revolution and bank nationalization” he added.

He said the Congress was born in Maharashtra, and the party’s ideology 
was inspired by the Bhagwad Gita, “the one Shivaji, Ashoka and 
(Mahatma) Gandhi spoke about”.

“We listen to all - the poor, tribals, minorities and all other factions - as 
they are in India and contributing to the country’s growth and progress.”

Taking a dig at the BJP’s attempts to project Narendra Modi as a 
one-man army capable of solving all problems, Shri Gandhi said the 
Congress believes in the “power of the poor”. “What has been done in 
the past 60 years, they (BJP) say they will do it in three months. Who was 
responsible for all this development? You - the farmers and the poor, the 

people of the state and country - not just the Congress. I can never say 
that only one person took India forward, that will be wrong,” he said. 
“We must take everyone along; then only we can achieve development. 
This has been our ideology and this is the difference between us and 
the BJP”, concluded Shri Rahul Gandhi.

With the public rally, the AICC Vice President wound up his two-day 
visit to Maharashtra.

RAhuL gAnDhI ADDREssEs nsuI COnvEnTIOn, 
uRgEs fOR mORE yOuTh pARTICIpATIOn In 
pOLITICs
new Delhi: Attacking BJP on corruption issue, Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi addressing the NSUI National Convention in 
Talkatora Stadium at New Delhi on 7th March, 2014.  Shri Rahul 
Gandhi accused it of blocking the passage of anti-graft bills in 
Parliament and turning a blind eye to corrupt practices in Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh ruled by it. 

Addressing a two-day national convention “Udaan” of NSUI, the 
party Vice President asked the party’s youth brigade to counter the 
Opposition’s campaign of painting all good works done by UPA as 
wrong.

While speaking on the occasion, the Congress Vice President said that 
Congress is a party which follows the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi. 
“I have seen so many conventions of Congress party, youth Congress 
but I find this as the most exciting one. We have been talking about 
opening doors in the NSUI and I feel happy that we have got a new 
generation today in the outfit. Now we intent to gradually give you the 
responsibility to run the country gradually and the day we accomplish 
that, half of the problems will be over”, Shri Rahul Gandhi said.  

“But you need to understand the habit of our opposition. It’s their 
strategy to oppose anything and everything which we do for the people. 
We follow the ideology of Gandhi ji. Our focus is to perform and to 
support the students of colleges and universities. We never promote 
anger. Whatever we do, we do it with love and peace and we take 
everybody along with us. You also should follow this; it’s your DNA. 
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Never forget this even if the opposition provokes or teases you. Do 
your work with love” he urged.

“A tainted (former) Chief Minister (B. S. Yeddyurappa) went to jail. But 
yet they could not see any corruption there and they got him back into 
the party. And then they go outside and give lectures to Congress on 
corruption,” Shri Gandhi said, asking the NSUI workers to fan out in 
colleges and tell people the truth of the Opposition’s campaign

Shri Rahul Gandhi also lashed out at the BJP by saying it ignores the 
corruption that takes place in the states ruled by the BJP. “Opposition 
roams around the country and talks of corruption. I want to give 2-3 
examples. Whenever Congress sees the corruption it takes action. We 
brought RTI and Lokpal Bill. Now presented 6 anti–corruption bills 
that are still pending in the parliament. It is the BJP which is opposing 
it”. “BJP doesn’t see the corruption in Karnataka. Their chief minister 
was sent to jail on corruption charges, but it is not visible to BJP. They 
don’t see corruption in Chhattisgarh, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. But 
they keep on delivering big lectures on corruption” he added.

“You have done well in universities. You could spread the message of 
RTI to 1, 30,000 people approximately. I also appreciate the initiatives 
like ‘Lead-Campus’ and ‘Youth Campus’ done by you. Other parties and 
students organizations work in old style. Leaders are being imposed 
from top which you know well”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“Elections are coming. Our effort will be to ensure maximum 
representation to Youth Congress leaders. In the time to come, we 
are going to give more representation to leaders from Youth Congress 
and NSUI.

“We will give more space to NSUI in Congress party. The country will 
see the strength of Congress in NSUI. Youths will be more visible,” he 
said. Asking NSUI workers to go to colleges and universities and tell 
the youths that it was Congress which brought RTI and Lokpal and 
rights based legislations, he said they should counter the Opposition 
propaganda but not with anger or harsh words.

“Our focus is never on anger but love and brotherhood. We are a 
party of Mahatma Gandhi. Our focus is more on work and so is yours. 
This is our DNA. You should not leave it. How much the Opposition 
provokes you, I urge you not to fall in the trap. You work with love,” 
Shri Rahul said.

Maintaining that Congress has opened the closed doors politics and 
more so in NSUI and Youth Congress, he asked the party’s youth 
brigade to spread the word that corruption will come to an end only 
when closed doors of other organisations are also opened through 
elections.

wE wAnT TO wORK mORE fOR ThE upLIfTmEnT 
Of ThE pOOR AnD unDERpRIvILEgED: RAhuL 
gAnDhI  
Tonk (rajasthan): Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi started 
his campaign for the Lok Sabha polls in Rajasthan by addressing a 
huge and massive rally in the Deoli, in Tonk district on 10th March, 
2014.  “We must expose the failures of the BJP,” says Gandhi. “BJP just 
want to benefit the rich if they come to power. We want to help the 
downtrodden.”

“Congress had lost the recent assembly polls in Rajasthan. After the 
elections, we have made a young Congress leader as the PCC President 

in the state. I had then told Sachin to make a new team of youngsters 
in the party and also to fight against all anti-people policies of the BJP 
government here. I asked him not to give BJP an inch of space to move 
if they indulge in any such activities”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Attacking the BJP for its double-speak on corruption, the Congress 
leader continued, “Nowadays, the BJP leaders roam around and deliver 
big speeches on corruption. But the corruption in the states ruled by 
them – Rajasthan, Gujarat or Karnataka – is not visible for BJP. You 
must be remembering the level of corruption under the erstwhile BJP 
government in Rajasthan. They were on the top in corruption”. “This 
time too, BJP will try their level best to indulge in all corrupt practices 
here, and we, the Congress Party, will definitely stop them from all such 
deeds.  We will fight at all levels – on roads, in the streets and villages”, 
he declared and warned, “The BJP government here will also try to 
stop all the pro-people policies launched by us like free-medicines 
and pension. Their efforts will be to run a pro-rich, pro-business 
government”. “But we will wage a strong battle; we will fight for Metro 
project, free-medicine schemes,” added Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“We have initiated an, industrial corridor project - Delhi – Mumbai, 
Mumbai-Chennai and Delhi – Kolkata. “We’re building dedicated 
industrial and freight corridor. This corridor will boost the industries 
and once it is completed lakhs of youth will have employment 
opportunities. The benefits of this project not only will benefit Rajasthan 
but other states also. We have already started the works and we will 
definitely complete it in time”, he informed. 

“We will never forget the poor. We will enhance our policies to grant 
right to the people like right to job, right to food and right to education. 
Our endeavour is to build a strong floor under the feet for the poor 
so they can lead more relaxed and comfortable life and to bring them 
into the middle class”, assured Shri Rahul Gandhi.   

While concluding his speech, Shri Rahul Gandhi said that Congress will 
promote new generation leaders in the future. “We want to work more 
for the upliftment of the poor and underprivileged.  We will teach BJP 
government in Rajasthan that they can’t indulge in corrupt practices 
like they had done before. 

Congress will show them how to fight. We will field new faces and young 
people in the Lok Sabha and Assembly elections here and will bring a 
government of youth”, said the Congress Vice President. 

After the rally Shri Rahul Gandhi interacted with labourers in Kolayat 
tehsil in Bikaner. “The rally was attended by senior leaders, including 
AICC General Secretary in-charge Shri Gurudas Kamat, PCC President 
Shri Sachin Pilot and others”. 

gujARAT Is shInIng OnLy fOR hAnDfuL Of 
InDusTRIALIsTs: RAhuL gAnDhI
Balasinor (Gujarat):  Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi on 
11th March, 2014 launched a blistering attack on BJP and Gujarat 
Government led by BJP’s prime ministerial candidate Narendra Modi. 
While addressing a huge Congress rally at Balasinor as part of his Lok 
Sabha poll campaign in Gujarat, the party voice President said that 
Gujarat is shining only for a handful of industrialists.

Addressing a rally at Balasinor in Kheda district, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said in an indirect reference to BJP’s Prime Ministerial candidate: 
“Hitler was the biggest arrogant who thought people had no wisdom 
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and there was no need to listen to them. He thought he had all the 
knowledge himself. Similarly, there is a leader today in India who says 
‘I have done this, I have done that’ and behaves arrogantly. A leader 
should not be arrogant.” 

On Modi’s appeal to make him “chowkidar” of the national treasury, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said: “Congress wants all Hindustanis to be 
‘chowkidars’, not only one individual.” He also accused the Modi 
government of “grabbing” lands from poor farmers and allotting them 
to rich industrialists at throwaway prices. “Is this chowkidari?’’, he 
asked. “This is not chowkidari. This amounts to chori (theft),” he said.

“Did anyone get a job? Thousands of acres of land were taken but there 
is no employment. The below poverty line figure is pegged at Rs. 11 in 
Gujarat but it is being publicised in the other regions of the country 
that Gujarat is shining. Kids die of malnutrition but BJP claims that 
Gujarat is shining. Yes, I agree, Gujarat is indeed shining but only for 
10-15 rich industrialists and corporate houses.

The houses and vehicles of industrialists are shining.” He further 
said: “Hindustan will not shine till the houses of poor begin shining.” 
Targeting on corruption, Shri Rahul Gandhi said: “Three BJP ministers 
have been in jail on charges of corruption. Lokayukta in Gujarat was 
appointed only after Supreme Court’s intervened. If Modi is really 
serious about tackling corruption, why did the BJP take back corrupt 
former Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yeddyurappa? Why did the BJP 
take back the Reddy brothers back into its fold?” Despite these, BJP 
leaders roam around and talk loud against corruption”, said Shri Rahul 
Gandhi exposing BJP’s double-speak on corruption asked Congress 
Vice President.

Connecting himself with women voters, Shri Rahul Gandhi said: “India 
will change and become a superpower only if women are empowered.” 
Slamming the “Gujarat model of development”, he said: “Gujarat is not 
shining for its women, poor and the youth here.

Attacking further the BJP and RSS, the Congress Vice President referred 
to the move of Modi government to build a huge statue of Sardar Patel 
and said “Sardar Patel had said that the ideology of RSS is poisonous 
which would kill the very soul of our nation. As I had said earlier, the 
BJP leaders spend most of their life with the RSS but never bother to 
know what Patel ji had said about RSS”.

“BJP leaders also talk about our rich tradition and culture. But they 
do not read history or mythology. They do not read Gita or similar 

books in which it is clearly written about our ideology. It has 
mentioned about our rich tradition of loving all, respecting all, 
brotherhood and about the necessity to take everyone along 
without any discrimination”, he said further and added, “Now 
BJP wants to finish Congress but they never think who had 
formed the Congress party. It was Sardar Patel and Mahatma 
Gandhi who made the Congress party. By saying that they want 
to remove Congress, BJP wants to remove Gandhi ji and Patel 
ji. It wants to kill an ideology for which Gandhi ji and Patel ji 
had stood for, throughout their life; and now, they want to build 
a statue of Sardar Patel!”. He claimed that the BJP had double 
standards because it had opposed the naming of Ahmedabad’s 
airport after Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Modi was campaigning 
for a “Congress-free” India even as he appropriated its founding 
leaders Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel.

“There are two types of leaders. One who think people are wise 
and you can learn from them, like Mahatma Gandhi. He goes to them, 
asks them and learns from them. The thinking of this kind of leader 
is that it is the people who are repository of knowledge. Such a leader 
wants to understand people and has no pride. They realise that people 
possess the knowledge and have a mindset to learn from them. That 
is why Gandhi ji had gone to the people during Dandi march. They 
never show arrogance”, said Rahul Gandhi and then went on further, 
“Then there is another kind of leader, whose best example is perhaps 
Hitler. Hitler thought there was no need to go to people.  Hitler never 
realised the power of the people. He had believed that people possess no 
knowledge. He always thought that he was the epitome of knowledge. 
Such leaders need not go to the people. They just deliver big speeches, 
make huge claims and make tall promises. We need such leaders who 
realise that it is the people who put in their efforts for development”.

“BJP has no ideology, no revolutionary thinking. They have only anger, 
which they will give you and pit you against one another. We do not 
have any anger. We only have love and affection. We believe in the 
strength of our people” asserted Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The Congress leader also slammed the BJP for blocking the anti-people 
moves of the Congress-led UPA Government at the Centre and said 
“In the last ten years of the UPA government regime at the Centre, we 
provided jobs to 5 lakh rural poor by MNREGA. We are guaranteeing 
food to about 80 crore people through the Food Security Act.  But 
remember, when we were introducing these schemes, the BJP had 
opposed the move and said that such policies are a wastage of funds. 
When your land is taken away and something is snatched from you, 
then there is no waste. But it is wastage for them when you are given 
something, when the poor is given something.”

Later, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi met and interacted 
with salt pan workers, locally known as angariyas, at Kharaghoda in 
Surendranagar district, bordering the Little Rann of Kutch. Rahul 
listened to their problems and said, “I have understood your problems 
and I will try my best to address those issues. I am not saying that I 
will change your life in the next ten days, but I will make attempts.”

State Congress leaders, including Gujarat PCC President Shri Arjun 
Modhwadia, the Leader of the Opposition in the state Assembly Shri 
Shankersinh Vaghela and Union Cabinet Ministers Shri Dinsha Patel 
and Shri Bharatsinh Solanki also addressed the rally. v

General eleCTIonS - 2014



Congress sandesh | 20 | MarCh 2014

“I am delighted to return to this beautiful 
city of Nay Pyi Taw for the third BIMSTEC 

Summit. Let me express, on my own behalf 
and that of my delegation, our deep gratitude 
to President Thein Sein and the Myanmar 
Government for their warm hospitality and 
the meticulous arrangements that have been 
made for this Summit.

Ours is a natural grouping of countries. We 
are bound by geography and linked by history. 
We share land and maritime boundaries. 
Our culture, religions and architecture bear 
eloquent testimony to our ancient bonds. 
Across the Bay of Bengal, the monsoon renews 
our lands while maritime trade nurtures our 
economies. We face many common challenges 
– from natural disasters to terrorism. At the 
same time, we also share many opportunities 
in the fields of trade, economic cooperation 
and connectivity, all of which presage a bright 
future for us.

In coming together, we are not only stepping 
out of narrow, traditional definitions of 

regions such as South Asia or Southeast 
Asia, but we are also building a bridge across 
Asia’s most promising and dynamic arc. 
Today, as connectivity and integration across 
a fragmented Asia are becoming the new 
vehicles for advancing peace and prosperity 
in the region, BIMSTEC is one of the more 
promising examples of such initiatives.

For India, our bilateral relations with our 
BIMSTEC partners are among our most 
important in the world. We also have a 
robust engagement with them in regional 
contexts – in SAARC as well as in the India-
ASEAN Strategic Partnership and Free Trade 
Agreements. Each of us is endowed with 
abundant skills, resources and opportunities. 
We are, therefore, confident that BIMSTEC 
can prosper and grow as a group and make 
an important contribution to peace, harmony, 
security and prosperity in Asia and the world.

As we gather here for our third Summit, 
we can take heart from BIMSTEC’s steady 
progress. The Permanent Secretariat that we 

are establishing in Dhaka will be an important 
milestone in the evolution of this group and 
I thank Bangladesh for offering to host it. I 
hope the setting up of the Secretariat will also 
enable us to focus on areas that are particularly 
critical to realizing the BIMSTEC vision.

Connectivity – physical and digital – is the 
key to that vision and can be a driver of 
cooperation and integration in the region.

India is working with BIMSTEC members 
to improve physical connectivity through 
various projects such as the India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway, the Kaladan 
Multimodal Transit Transport Project, the 
Asian Highway Network, the ASEAN Master 
Plan for Connectivity and others. We will 
also soon launch a direct shipping line to 
Myanmar that will enhance our region’s 
growing maritime links.

I would like to suggest to this august gathering 
that we also need to identify and implement 
priority projects of regional importance 
from the comprehensive study prepared by 
the Asian Development Bank on BIMSTEC 
Transport Infrastructure and Logistics 
Study. And even as we develop physical 
infrastructure, we should simultaneously 
start developing the supporting architecture 
of rules and regulations to facilitate cross-
country movements.

pRImE mInIsTER’s vIsIT
Prime Minister’s statement at 3rd BIMSTEC Summit  
on March 4, 2014 at Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, Burma
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PM’s ForeIGn VISIT

Trade and economic cooperation should 
figure high on our list of priorities. We should 
aim for an early conclusion of the BIMSTEC 
Free Trade Agreement for trade in goods and 
extend it to investment and services. Most of 
us here are connected with each other through 
one or more regional economic arrangements 
and it should not be difficult for us to conclude 
one for BIMSTEC.

Energy should be another area of priority for 
all of us. As India and some of its neighbours 
are getting linked by energy grids, we are 
already experiencing the regional and 
national benefits of energy cooperation. We 
must, therefore, connect each other through 
transmission highways and gas and oil 
pipelines, while also examining opportunities 
for cooperation in renewable energy sources. I 
hope the BIMSTEC Energy Centre planned in 
Bengaluru will play a key role in this.

Yet another facet of connectivity is tourism, 
which is a powerful source of economic 
development and a bridge between peoples 
and cultures. To promote both BIMSTEC 
tourism packages and intra-BIMSTEC travel, 
let us declare 2015 as a Year of BIMSTEC 
Tourism.

Our economic dependence on weather and 
vulnerability to natural disasters in this region 
underscore the importance of cooperation 
in these areas. Since 2007, India’s National 
Tsunami Early Warning Centre is providing 
early warnings to Indian Ocean Rim countries 
on a regular basis. The BIMSTEC Centre for 
Weather and Climate in Noida near Delhi will 
become functional immediately after we sign 

the Memorandum of Association today. India 
is also prepared to work with our BIMSTEC 
partners in application of space science in 
areas such as resource management and 
economic development.

We should also deepen our cooperation in 
areas that are critical for development in 
each of our countries, such as agriculture, 
rural development, public health, technology, 
human resource development and others.

India attaches high importance to promotion 
of parliamentary, youth and sporting and 
cultural exchanges. We have begun to 
organize an annual BIMSTEC Seminar in 
Northeast India to increase awareness about 
our grouping.

At the New Delhi Summit in 2008, I had 
announced 450 scholarships for students of 
BIMSTEC countries. I am pleased to inform 
you that nearly three times that number of 
scholarships is now being availed of by our 
BIMSTEC partners. We will also renew our 
offer of 30 AYUSH scholarships to BIMSTEC 
students to study traditional medicine in India.

Like our prosperity, our security, too, is 
indivisible – whether it is the security of 
sea lanes of communication in our region 
or the persisting challenges of terrorism 
and transnational crimes. The nature of the 
evolving threat of terrorism in the BIMSTEC 
region has imparted greater urgency for 
stronger cooperation to counter it.

As part of this effort, we must seek early 
ratification of the Convention on Cooperation 
in Combating International Terrorism, Trans-

National Organized Crime and Illicit Drug 
Trafficking and early signing of the BIMSTEC 
Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters. We should also commence 
negotiations on a BIMSTEC Convention on 
Extradition.

Let me conclude by saying that I have strong 
conviction in the importance of BIMSTEC 
and enormous optimism about its future. 
I commend Myanmar’s leadership for the 
progress our grouping has registered in recent 
years. We also welcome Nepal, another close 
neighbor, as the new Chair of BIMSTEC and 
look forward to working with them in the next 
few years. Thank you.” v
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The Congress Party’s manifesto – ‘Your Vision 
Our Pledge’ – for the 2014 General Elections 
was released in New Delhi at the AICC 
Headquarters on 26th March, 2014.   AICC 
General Secretary, Shri Janardan Dwivedi 
conducted the proceedings.  Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh, Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi as well as Defence Minister Shri 
A.K. Anotony were on the dias to release the 
manifesto.

The Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh gave 
a brief on the achievements of the UPA over the 
last decade.  He recalled the landmark decisions 
taken by the government and expressed his 
satisfaction on the progress made during his 
tenure

Prime Minister said, “Noting that in a 
developing economy, corruption cannot be 
wished away, the Prime Minister said that 
every effort has to be made to overcome these 
tendencies which give rise to corruption.

Prime Minister said, “I am confident that the 
next Congress government will be able to 
overcome whatever tendencies may have been 
there with regard to dealing with corruption. 
We will be able to overcome those difficulties 
and there will be a Congress government 
which will answer the needs and aspirations 
of our people.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, who is also the UPA 
Chairperson, praised the Manmohan Singh-
led Central government for passing several 
historic legislations in its past ten years of 
governance. About the new methodology 
adopted by the Congress to prepare the present 
manifesto, the Congress President said, “This 
time, we have adopted a new method to 
frame our manifesto. Rahul Gandhi had held 
interactive sessions with people of all walks of 
life across the country to seek their opinion 
on our manifesto. We have tried our level best 
to include maximum suggestions we received 
from the people”.

“Our present manifesto has touched upon 
many new areas of development. We have 
promised Right to Healthcare for all in our 
manifesto. We also intend to give a right to 

mAnIfEsTO RELEAsED

wE hAvE ADOpTED A nEw mEThOD TO 
fRAmE OuR mAnIfEsTO: sOnIA gAnDhI

house for all homeless poor”, added Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi.

“We will fight for such an India, that treats all 
equally whatever the caste, religion or region 
may be. We need to build such a country 
which is secular and everyone feels that they 
are Indians. We want to build such an India 
which does not belong to just a handful of 
people but to the entire citizens. We want an 
India where every Indian has equal rights. In 
this election we fight for principles which unite 
people and strengthen democracy”, said Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi.

The Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi while interacting with the media 
persons during the function to release the 
Congress manifesto for the 2014 general 
elections, expressed confidence that UPA will 
from the government again.

The Congress Vice President added, “I have 
a slight understanding of the ground reality 
in Uttar Pradesh. This BJP balloon is going to 
burst in UP 100%, not 90%.” He insisted that 
it was the Congress which had more allies in 
the country but the popular projection was 
different. “NDA had BJP and JD(U) as its allies, 
but today they are not with NDA. But Congress 
did find new allies,” he said.

“The Manifesto that we have here is truly the 
voice of the people of this country. We had a 
manifesto in 2009 and I am proud to say that 
90% that we have written in that manifesto have 
been delivered by the UPA Government and 
the Prime Minister,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
said, “The Congress party has done everything 
in its power to work out a blueprint, an 
institutional framework 
where corruption is a 
thing of the past.

A  s i x  –  m i n u t e 
documentary on how the 
manifesto was prepared 
was also screened which 
showed how Congress 
Vice-president, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi visited 27 

places across the country seeking the views and 
interest of different class of people. 

After the leaders expressed their views Shri 
Ajay Maken, General Secretary and Incharge 
Media Department invited the press to ask 
questions.  The questions-answer session was 
replied by the leaders present on the dais. v

ManIFeSTo
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 26 – The Congress party on Wednesday 
released its manifesto for the 2014, promising to provide new rights 
to people and introduce policies to lift 80 crore people into the middle 
class, and said it would ensure a return to high economic growth rates 
of more than 8 percent within three years.

The manifesto, put together after more than 30 consultations across-
the-country over five months with various stakeholders, reflects the 
voice and aspirations of the people and a new vision for India. Congress 
Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi actively participated in meeting 
with various sections of the society as part of the consultations. More 
than 1.3 lakh suggestions were also sent in by people through a special 
website and social media platforms. They were actively considered and 
included where feasible.

The manifesto stated that the Indian National Congress is the only 
party that believes that economic growth and communal harmony, 
and economic growth and social justice, are two sides of the same 
coin and must always go hand-in-hand. It said the party envisioned 
an India where the government serves the people rather than where 
people serve the government.

 Setting out a 15-point agenda for India’s socio-economic and political 
transformation, the Congress promised to bring two-thirds of India’s 
population – the skilled hands that build the country – into the 
middle class through a package of basic rights for all formal, informal, 
organized, unorganized, regular and contractual workers. “Our aim will 
be to provide them and all low-income families with economic security 
and a minimum standard of living to uplift their condition,” it said.

 The charter of minimum social-economic rights that the Congress will 
put in place includes right to health, right to pension, right to housing, 
right to social security, right to dignity and humane working conditions, 
and right to entrepreneurship. The new rights will supplement other 
rights such as right to food, right to information, right to education, 
right to employment, rights to fight corruption among others 
established under the UPA-I and UP-II governments.

 Together, these rights will provide an economic platform for people 
below the middle class to transform their lives through their own efforts 
than government handouts, the manifesto said. It said the Congress 
would continue its record of delivering India’s highest economic growth 
rates and promised to restore 8% plus growth rates within 3 years. It 

COngREss mAnIfEsTO pROmIsEs  
TO LIfT 80 CRORE InTO mIDDLE CLAss; 

REvIvE ECOnOmIC gROwTh;  
CREATE jObs fOR yOuTh

promised to take firm action to curb price rise and said that it would 
promote and open and competitive economy and build India into a 
world leader in manufacturing.

 In the first 100 days of forming the next government, the Congress will 
bring in the GST Bills and Direct Tax Code in parliament, announce a 
detailed Jobs Agenda to create 10 crore new jobs for youth, amend the 
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, set up a permanent 
National Investment Facilitation Authority under the prime minster 
to ensure smooth passage for delayed projects, and bring in a bill to 
set up a National Environmental Appraisal and Monitoring Authority 
to conduct time-bound environmental appraisals and recommend 
clearances transparently.

 It would also set up a Regulatory Reform Task Force for review of all 
regulatory processes of central government ministries, put up a clear 
policy in tax treatment of foreign firms and M&A transactions, lay 
out a clear roadmap for dealing with immediate issues faces by public 
sector banks and implement recommendations of the Financial Sector 
Legislative Reforms Commission.

 The manifesto said Congress would focus on increasing agriculture 
productivity and farmer incomes by increasing investments in 
irrigation, agriculture value chains, cold storage and warehousing, and 
added that the Goods and Services Tax and the Direct Tax Code bills 
will brought to Parliament and enacted within one year.

 The Congress also promised to ensure that the unpredictable 
retroactive taxation is avoided and $1 trillion is invested in upgrading 
India’s infrastructure, while a more flexible labour policy needed for 
maintaining competitiveness is promoted.

 The manifesto said the party will promote greater integration with 
the global economy and encourage FDI, especially in labour intensive 
sectors to boost jobs. 

It said the elections offered stark choices to voters. On the one side is 
the INC with its long track record of achievement and accomplishments 
while on the other side is an ideology of hate, bigotry and prejudice – an 
ideology that negates India that has been cherished by us for centuries.

 “A vote for the INC is a vote for fulfilling the aspirations of the youth 
of our nation, for ensuring that women lead a life of dignity,” the 
manifesto said. v

ManIFeSTo - 2014
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The open Manifesto Process: Path Breaking Political reform
The Indian National Congress has pioneered an entirely new way in which 
political party election manifestos are prepared. It is our firm belief that the 
Indian National Congress Manifesto must reflect the voice and aspirations 
of the people and a new vision for the country.
There were several consultations held across the country over a five-month 
period (from October, 2013 to March, 2014) with different stakeholders, 
to get their inputs on India’s future growth, development and inclusion 
agenda. The Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi participated in 
several of these interactions including those with representatives from 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, minorities, 
women organisations, youth, labour, industry, Panchayat representatives, 
ex-servicemen, railway porters, rickshaw pullers, salt-pan workers and 
farmers. In addition to this a dedicated website (www.incmanifesto.in) 
was established to invite suggestions from all citizens for the Manifesto. 
A separate website for the “National Student Manifesto” was also created.
We received tens of thousands of suggestions through these consultations, 
on the websites and social media platforms, phones, emails, etc. These 
suggestions were carefully considered and have been included, wherever 
feasible.
We believe this unique exercise has made the Manifesto inclusive and fully 
reflective of the voice of the people of India.

Congress the only Choice
The Indian National Congress has made seminal contributions to India’s 
unity, integrity, secular polity and democratic federalism. We have 
championed the rights of the weaker sections, created conditions for 
faster economic growth and have been the principal instrument of social 
and economic change, the preferred political choice for crores of women 
and men. 
Our central values resonate the very idea of India, that has come to us over 
the centuries, an India that rejoices in and celebrates its many diversities, 
and builds on these diversities to strengthen the bonds of unity through 
secularism, pluralism, inclusion and social justice. This is the India that 
Mahatma Gandhi envisaged. This is the India for which our Freedom 
Fighters gave their all. This is the India that the Indian National Congress 
has always dedicated itself to. Ours is the one Party with a history of a 
liberal philosophy that has enabled the country to build strong political 
and economic institutions and transform itself.
In the 1950’s, the Indian National Congress put India on the path of 
industrialization through the public sector, ensuring both rapid and 
balanced regional growth across the face of our country. A massive 
infrastructure for science and technology was also established. In the 
1960’s, the Green Revolution was launched to make India self-sufficient 
in food grains and a direct assault on poverty. In the 1970’s, further gains 
were made through the Green Revolution and a White Revolution was 
unleashed that was to make India the world’s largest producer of milk. In 
the 1980’s, economic reforms were launched in response to new challenges, 
to modernise the Indian economy and bring about the information and 

mAnIfEsTO – 2014
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conmunications technology revolution. In the 1990’s, radical economic 
reforms were instituted leading to accelerated economic growth and 
widespread economic and social transformation. At the turn of the 
millennium, we brought about a “Regime of Rights” marking a paradigm 
shift in India’s politics and development.  Beginning with the Right to 
Information, Right to Work (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act), Right to Education and the Right to Food, we have launched 
a radical progressive economic and social development discourse.
The depth and breadth of its political and administrative experience makes 
the Indian National Congress most intrinsically aware and closely associated 
with the beliefs, and principles and need of the people of India. We are the 
Party that has always believed in the idealism and leadership abilities of 
the youth. We have remained connected with their aspirations and have 
been inspired by their restless vibrancy.
Our vision is one of inclusive and sustainable growth fuelled by agricultural 
development, regional balance, progress in backward areas and a strong 
conviction that in order to prosper every citizen must have the opportunity 
to evolve to the best of her or his ability. Ours is a Nation of incredible but 
often untapped talent that needs and deserves to be unleashed. 
We envision an India where power would have been devolved to the 
grassroots and to the marginalized so that they can shape their own destiny.
We envision an India charting a new future rather than rewriting its past; 
living in harmony, not in turmoil; thriving in peace rather than suffering 
in conflict; imbued with humility, not with arrogance. 
We envision an India where the government serves the people rather than 
where people serve the government. 
We believe in a simple universal truth: equity and opportunity for all.
The Indian National Congress is the only Party that believes that economic 
growth and communal harmony, and economic growth and social justice, 
are two sides of the same coin and must always go hand-in-hand.
The Indian National Congress is the only Party that combines experience 
and youth, wisdom and exuberance, achievement and ambition.
The Indian National Congress seeks a renewed mandate on the strength 
of its heritage, its record of service, both in and out of power, and its clear 
vision for the future.

ConGreSS or BJP
Secular Liberal Nationalism vs Narrow-minded Communalism Inclusive 
Democracy vs Divisive Authoritarianism
Since it formation, 128 years ago, the Indian National Congress has 
spoken for every section of Indian society and has mirrored India’s “unity 
in diversity”.

The Indian National Congress’s secular and liberal ethos 
has a place for each and every Indian.

Ours is an inclusive vision.

The BJP’s narrow and communal perspective denies 
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equality to all. Theirs is an exclusionary doctrine.
The Indian National Congress stands in sharp contrast to the divisive 
and disruptive ideology of the BJP. We have always been the secular and 
progressive force in this country and strived to unite all religions, castes 
and communities in the ideological battle against those who would polarize 
and divide our society.
Our democratic Constitution and institutions are the cornerstone of 
Modern India. All of us, who wish to build a better India and rid the country 
of poverty and corruption, must respect these institutions and work through 
them. They are the legitimate instruments in our hands. No individual or 
authority can replace the values and processes of democratic governance.
Peace cannot be constructed on conflict. Societies cannot be built on 
injustice and hatred.
Aware of the challenges thrown up by the undemocratic and exclusionary 
politics of
the BJP, particularly in the recent past, the Indian National Congress is 
committed to confronting these challenges with determination.
We do not respond by subverting democratic institutions and blocking 
Parliament session after session, year after year. We do not respond by 
turning people against each other and lighting the fires of communal hatred. 
We do not respond by proposing either that the structures of democracy 
be handed to one single person or that they be viciously undermined.
The Indian National Congress responds through legitimate peaceful, 
democratic and Constitutional means. These are the pillars on which our 
great Nation stands. It is for this reason that the Indian National Congress 
is the only natural choice for the people of India.

THe UPa rePorT CarD
It was the tireless campaign and vision of Sonia Gandhi, President of 
the Indian National Congress, that brought together and gave shape to 
the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) headed by Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh in May 2004.
The work of the Congress-led UPA government was appreciated and the 
people of India gave us a renewed mandate, with a larger majority, in 2009.
Chairperson of the UPA, Sonia Gandhi, and Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, has translated into reality the pledges we made in May 2009.
The 2009 Mandate was for socially inclusive economic growth with a focus 
on jobs and livelihoods, and social justice.
This has been achieved in substantial measure.
The 2009 Mandate was to take forward the commitment made by our 
government in 2004 promising “A New Deal for Rural India.”
This has been achieved in substantial measure.
The 2009 Mandate was to safeguard and advance the interests of India’s 
farmers and create an environment conducive to their prosperity.
This has been achieved in substantial measure.
The 2009 Mandate was for empowering the poor and the marginalized, 
especially Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, 
minorities and women.
This has been achieved in substantial measure.
The 2009 Mandate was to open the doors of education and skills, and 
provide access to immense opportunities they hold out for our biggest 
asset, our youth.
This has been achieved in substantial measure.

The 2009 Mandate was for maintaining peace and security and for fighting 
the challenges thrown up by undemocratic, divisive and exclusionary 
political and social interests.
This has been achieved in substantial measure.

We let the record speak for itself.
• The Congress-led UPA has brought 14 crore people out of poverty in 

the last ten years. The rate of poverty decline has tripled as compared 
to the preceding decade. This is the greatest achievement of the UPA 
governments, and we are proud of it.

• In the ten years of UPA-I and UPA-II, India achieved an average annual 
growth rate of 7.5%. During the NDA tenure the average annual growth 
rate was 5.9%.

• Today, we produce 263 million tonnes of food grains. Ten years ago, at 
the end of the NDA tenure its was 213 million tonnes of food grains.

• Today, the installed power capacity is 234,600 MW. Ten years ago, it was 
less than half at 112,700 MW.

• Today, the number of mobile subscribers has crossed 95 crore. Ten years 
ago, it was a mere 3.36 crore subscribers. Telephone density in rural areas 
has increased 26 times.

• Today, coal production is 554 million tonnes per year. Ten years ago, it 
was 361 million tonnes per year. 

• Today, we have 389,578 km of rural roads under the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). This is more than 7 times the 51,511 km 
of rural roads ten years ago.

• Today, the Cental Government’s spending on healthcare is Rs. 36,322 crore, 
5 times more than the Rs. 7,248 crore it was ten years ago.

• Today, minorities have 43,52,000 bank accounts in 121 districts of the 
country. The total volume of lending stands at Rs. 66,500 crore. Ten years 
ago, minorities had 14,15,000 bank accounts. The total volume of lending 
was just Rs. 4,000 crore.

• Today, 41,16,000 women Self-Help- Groups have been credit linked to 
banks. Ten years ago it was only 9,71,182. 

• Today, the total credit to small businesses stands in excess of Rs. 5,27,000 
crore. Ten years ago, credit to small businesses stood at below Rs. 80,000 
crore.

• Today, the Central Government’s expenditure on education is Rs. 79,451 
crore. Ten years ago, it was Rs. 10,145 crore.

• Today, the total value of India’s international trade stands at US $ 800 
billion. Ten years ago, it was US $ 142 billion. 

lanD MarK leGISlaTIon: 2009 -2014
The Indian National Congress-led UPA government has had an unmatched 
record when it comes to the passage of significant, historic and path 
breaking legislation. The Indian National Congress is a Party that takes its 
commitments to the people as sacred. The Party has worked to realise almost 
all the promises made to the people in its earlier Manifestos and campaigns:
1. The Indian National Congress led the charge to enact a unique and 

unprecedented law to safeguard food security for the poorest. The 
National Food Security Act marked the realization of over a decade of 
work and has been hailed as a visionary law by the people.

2. The seminal Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land 
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 - a key campaign 
promise of the Indian National Congress in 2009 – was enacted after two 
years of nationwide consultations. This law was a historic victory for our 
brothers and sisters working in the agriculture sector. The law ensures 
that land cannot be acquired without the land owners consent, promises 
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up to four times the prevailing market value as compensation and repeals 
the Land Acquisition Act of 1894.

3. The Indian National Congress led the way in bringing about historic 
reform with regard to women’s rights in the form of the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Bill, 2013 and the salutary Protection of Women from 
Sexual Harassment at Workplace Act, 2013. These laws made the system 
more sensitive to the challenges faced by our women. Penalties have 
increased and new crimes were included to make the definition more 
women friendly so that the law better serves the interests of the aggrieved.

4. In a bid to bring greater clarity on the subject, the Congress-led UPA 
Government enacted a new Companies Act, 2013. This new law, resulting 
from comprehensive consultations with all stakeholders brings about 
radical changes that will stimulate entrepreneurship, make it easier to 
start new businesses and encourage Corporate Social Responsibility.

5. Mindful that our Nation’s citizens, and particularly our senior citizens, 
deserve greater security with regard to their pension funds, the 
Congress-led UPA Government enacted the Pension Fund Regulatory 
and Development Authority Act, 2013, to establish a regulator to ensure 
these funds are protected from unscrupulous individuals.

6. The Indian National Congress has always looked to the people for 
guidance in the discharge of its duties. The Lokpal and Lokayukta 
Act, 2013 was born out of a determination to give the people a strong, 
independent authority to act as a watchdog against administrative 
corruption. This authority empowers the people by giving them a 
high-powered forum to tackle corruption in the bureaucracy and the 
political system. 

7. In one earliest actions on being re-elected, the Congress-led UPA 
government passed the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 
Education Act in 2009. This law, which guarantees free education in 
primary schools, also puts in place provisions for minimum standards 
for the establishment of new neighbourhood schools.

8. The Indian National Congress, which has been firmly dedicated to the 
cause of protecting our nation’s environment and forests, enacted the 
National Green Tribunal Act, 2009 to establish a special fast track court 
to hear disputes related to these issues.

9. The Indian National Congress piloted and passed the Street Vendors 
(Protection of Livelihood & Regulation) Act, 2014. This Act will protect 
livelihood rights of lakhs of street vendors. 

10. The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 
Rehabilitation Act, 2013 not only prescribes stringent punishment for 
employing manual scavengers but also has provisions for rehabilitation 
of these families. An age-old blot on our society will finally be erased. 

oUr PleDGe - a 15 PoInT aGenDa For SoCIo- 
eConoMIC anD PolITICal TranSForMaTIon
1. We will endeavour to bring around two thirds of our population – the 
skilled hands that build India – into the middle class, through a package 
of basic rights for all workers – formal and informal, organized and 
unorganized, regular and contractual. Our aim will be to provide them and 
all low-income families with economic security and a minimum standard 
of living to uplift their condition. The charter of minimum socio-economic 
rights we will put in place includes:
a. Right to Health
b. Right to Pension
c. Right to Homestead or Housing
d. Right to Social Security
e. Right to Dignity and humane working conditions
f. Right to Entrepreneurship that will protect and assist all those who seek 

to become entrepreneurs
These new rights will supplement the other rights established under UPA-I 
and UPA-II - Right to Food; Right to Information; Right to Education; 
Right to Employment; Rights to fight corruption (Lokpal and Lokayuktas 
Act as well as Whistleblower Protection Act); Right to Identity (Aadhaar) 
and the Right to direct receipt of welfare benefits (Aapka Paisa, Aapke 
Haath – Direct Benefits Transfers). Together, these rights will provide an 
economic platform for people below the middle class to transform their 
lives and to transform India primarily through their own effort, not through 
any handouts of the government.
2. To support the Right to Health, the Indian National Congress will increase 
health expenditure to 3% of GDP and provide universal and quality health 
care for all Indians (including free medicines). To support the right to 
homestead/housing, we will ensure affordable and quality housing for all. 
The Indira Awaas Yojana and the Rajiv Awaas Yojana will be expanded to 
cover all poor rural and urban households.
3. Continuing our record of delivering India’s highest growth rates, we will 
restore India to 8% plus growth rate within 3 years:
a. We will ensure that India has a globally competitive business and 
investment friendly environment.
b. We will continue to take firm action to control inflation even in a difficult 
global economic scenario.
c. We will promote an open and competitive economy, open to global and 
domestic competition.
d. Our vision is building India as the world leader in manufacturing. We 
will ensure a 10% growth rate in the manufacturing sector with a special 
emphasis on small and medium enterprises.
e. We will continue on the path of making India a world leader in 
agricultural production and agro-industry, taking advantage of our national 
endowments and the genius of our farmers. We will focus on increasing 
agriculture productivity and farmer incomes by increasing investments 
in irrigation, agricultural value chains, cold storage and warehousing, etc.
f. We will introduce the Goods and Services Tax Bills and a new Direct 
Tax Code Bill in Parliament and ensure they are enacted within one year.
g. We will ensure that the unpredictable risk of retroactive taxation is 
avoided.
h. We will invest more than 1 trillion dollars over the next decade on 
upgrading India’s power, transport and other development infrastructure. 
We will support more transparent, competitive and better-regulated Public 
Private Partnerships for both hard and soft infrastructure development.
i. We will promote a more flexible labour policy as needed for maintaining 
competitiveness, while moving towards international labour standards for 
our workers.
j. We will promote greater integration with the global economy and 
encourage Foreign Direct Investment, especially in labour intensive sectors.
k. We will ensure that growth is socially responsible, and comes from 
genuine value addition, not from stripping our natural resources or from 
underpaying our labour.
l. We will ensure that all our towns and Gram Panchayats are connected 
with high-speed broadband connectivity within 18 months.
m. Serious and systematic efforts have been made by the Congress-led 
UPA government to track down and recover black money. This determined 
effort will continue unabated. We will appoint a Special Envoy to pursue 
this agenda.
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4. We will provide skills training to 10 crore youth and provide them with 
employment opportunities over the next 5 years.
5. We will ensure that every citizen has a bank account within the next 
five years.
6. We will implement the National Youth Policy that sets a new vision for 
leadership development amongst youth and for the development of sports. 
We will bring enhanced focus on education for our youth and our students.
a. We will expand higher education opportunities with a focus on students 
from low-income families.
b. We will scale up skill development and training to open up new 
opportunities for upward economic mobility for our people.
c. We will open up our higher education system to investment from India 
and from abroad and bring the best available knowledge and teaching to 
our youth.
d. We will move our focus from ‘Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan’ to ‘Shreshth Shiksha 
Abhiyan’, making “quality” the centre of our agenda.
e. We will strengthen the implementation of the Right to Education, ensure 
universal enrolment in secondary education, and reduce drop-out rates in 
middle and secondary levels.
7. The protection of minorities is at the core of the ethos of our country. 
The Communal Violence Bill, which was drafted and introduced by the 
Indian National Congress, remains an important commitment. We will 
work towards its enactment at the earliest.
8. We will continue our focus on empowerment of women and fight for 
their security (suraksha), self-respect and dignity (samman), and equality 
(samanata).
a. We will ensure the passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill.
b. We will initiate immediate action to formulate a Citizen’s Charter for 
Women’s Safety and Security.
c. We will provide upto Rs 1 lakh as low interest loans to women through 
Self-Help-Groups for livelihood activities.
9. We will enhance legal protection and resource allocation for the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
a. We will enact central legislation on the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes Sub Plans to ensure focused spending of funds on weaker sections.
b. We will ensure the passage of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill, 2013.
10. We will strongly protect the interests of the Other Backward Classes, 
especially those amongst them that are most deprived. We will establish a 
new commission to inquire into the condition of the most backward and 
marginalized Other Backward Class communities who have not adequately 
received the benefits of government programmes; and will recommend 
corrective measures.
11. We will strengthen the legal and institutional framework to protect 
our children. We will improve the working conditions of Anganwadi and 
related workers in whose care our nation entrusts our most precious asset 
– our youngest citizens.
12. We will give a major impetus to planned urbanization, creating inclusive 
cities, revamping urban governance, empowering mayors, increasing low 
income housing and making larger investments in urban infrastructure, 
especially in multi-modal transport.
13. We will accelerate governance reform including legal, judicial and 
electoral reform, building on the momentum of the last few months.

a. We will enact the remaining anticorruption and accountability bills that 
were blocked by the opposition;
b. We will ensure the immediate passage of The Right of Citizens for Time 
Bound Delivery of Goods and Services and Redressal of their Grievances 
Bill, Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public Officials and Officials of Public 
International Organisations Bill, Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) 
Bill, The Public Procurement Bill, Judicial Standards and Accountability 
Bill and the Judicial Appointments Bill.
c. We will implement a strategy for legal and judicial reform that will 
enhance quality, responsiveness and timeliness of the judicial system.
d. We will ensure that the recommendations of the second Administrative 
Reforms Commission are implemented in letter and spirit and monitored 
at every step.
e. We will develop a consensus and bring about legislative amendments 
towards effective and meaningful electoral reforms.
14. We are committed to a series of specific legislative, administrative 
and regulatory measures to protect our environment, an endowment 
entrusted to us for the benefit of future generations. We will set up a 
National Environmental Appraisal and Monitoring Authority (NEAMA), 
a professional agency to conduct environmental appraisals in a time-bound 
and transparent manner.
15. The Indian National Congress believes modernisation of our defence 
forces is imperative. The Indian National Congress shall ensure that the 
process of procuring the finest, and most state-of the-art equipment is 
carried out efficiently and transparently, while ensuring rapid development 
of our domestic defence industry. We will continue to protect and 
advance the interests of our defence personnel and ex-servicemen. We 
will continue to follow an unwavering pro-India foreign policy, enhance 
bilateral relationships with our neighbours and friendly nations, enhance 
commercial ties and strive to mobilize support for permanent membership 
in the United Nations Security Council.

The Detailed action Plan 2014 -2019

1. a new Future for the Hands that Build the nation
It is because of the Indian National Congress that employees in the 
organised sector have been fully protected through legislation and are 
entitled to social security in different ways. While organised sector 
employment must expand, the reality is that employment in the unorganised 
sector contributes close to 94% of India’s labour force.
In recent years, with the expansion of employment opportunities because 
of rapid economic growth, this segment has expanded. In recognition of 
this, in 2008, the Congress-led UPA government passed the Unorganised 
Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008.
The Indian National Congress believes that it is time to scale up these 
programmes across the country so that all workers derive benefits from 
both legislation and programmes in the next five years. To ensure a basic 
rights and welfare package for all working people, the Indian National 
Congress will ensure:
1. Enforcement of Minimum Wage laws;
2. Provision of Pension cover;
3. Provision of life and disability cover, health and maternity benefits – free 
medicine, old age protection, Provident Fund, employment injury benefit, 
housing, education schemes for children, and old age homes;
4. Creation of a working environment that enables all such workers to 
carry out work without harassment. We will also ensure humane working 
conditions;
5. Strengthening of collective bargaining;
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6. Programmes for upgrading skills and income including use of improved 
technology.

2. economic Growth
The Indian National Congress is committed to achieving 8 % growth per 
year, within 3 years, to be sustained over the next two decades.
The Indian National Congress’s agenda is one of social and economic 
transformation. Growth is essential for this transformation to happen 
and for it to be truly meaningful. It is economic growth that creates jobs 
for our youth. It is economic growth that gives us the resources to invest 
in our social welfare programmes and infrastructure development. The 
nature and quality of growth is equally important to ensure that the gains 
of growth are equitably distributed.
Over the last ten years, the Congress-led UPA governments have pursued 
and delivered rapid and inclusive economic growth. We have delivered 
economic growth of 7.5 % per annum, compared to 5.9 % delivered by the 
NDA, even as poverty has declined three times faster. The growth under 
the Congress-led UPA has been faster and more inclusive than any earlier 
period in India’s history. And it is not just the acceleration of growth that 
gives the Indian National Congress satisfaction. In keeping with the long-
standing tradition of the Indian National Congress, we have made the 
growth process more socially inclusive than it has ever been.
The UPA governments’ record on growth is unparalleled.
However, given the economic slowdown in the last few years, driven by the 
global financial crisis, bringing India back on track to achieve 8% inclusive 
growth will be an overriding priority of the next Congress-led government.

an economic roadmap for 2014-2019
The Finance Minister in his budget speech earlier this year has laid out a 
roadmap of ten important tasks to be undertaken by the next government. 
The Indian National Congress affirms its commitment to this roadmap 
which is outlined below:
i. Fiscal Consolidation: We will achieve the target of fiscal deficit of 3 % 
of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 2016-17, and remain below that 
level always.
ii. Current Account Deficit: Our Current Account Deficit can be financed 
only by foreign investment, whether it is Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
or Foreign Institutional Investors (FII) or External Commercial Borrowing 
(ECB) or any other kind of foreign inflow. Hence, there is no room for any 
aversion to foreign investment.
iii. Price Stability and Growth: In a developing economy we must accept 
that when our aim is high growth there will be a moderate level of inflation. 
Reserve Bank of India must strike a balance between price stability and 
growth while formulating monetary policy.
iv. Infrastructure: We will rebuild our infrastructure and add a huge 
quantity of new infrastructure. Every proven model must be adopted. The 
Public Private Partnership (PPP) model must be made more transparent 
and competitive and more widely used. New financing structures will be 
created for long term funds and pooling of investments.
v. Manufacturing: We will focus on manufacturing and especially on 
manufacturing for export. We propose that all taxes, Central and State, 
which go into an exported product should be waived or rebated. We also 
propose that there should be a minimum tariff protection so that there is an 
incentive to manufacture goods in India rather than import them into India.
vi. Financial Sector Reforms: The recommendations of the Financial Sector 
Legislative Reforms Commission that require no change in legislation must 
be implemented immediately and, for the other recommendations, we must 
draw a timetable for passing legislation.
vii. Subsidies: Given the limited resources, and the many claims on the 

resources, we must choose the subsidies that are absolutely necessary 
and give them only to the absolutely deserving. We will also consider 
introducing sensible user charges because many more people are willing 
to pay for better quality services, for example, uninterrupted power and 
better quality train services. We will use this money saved to expand health, 
education and infrastructure.
viii. Urbanisation: Our cities will become ungovernable, and perhaps 
unlivable, if we do not address the decay in our cities. Cities have wealth, 
cities also create wealth. That wealth should be tapped for resources to 
rebuild the cities with a new model of governance.
ix. Skill Development: Skill development must rank alongside secondary 
education, university education, total sanitation and universal health care 
in the priorities of the government.
x. Sharing responsibility between States and Centre: States have the 
fiscal space to bear a reasonable proportion of the financial costs of 
implementing flagship programmes and must willingly do so, so that 
the Central government can allocate more resources for subjects such as 
defence, railways, national highways and telecommunications that are its 
exclusive responsibility.

The Indian national Congress’s 100 Day agenda for Growth
While the above presents a medium-term agenda for reform, the immediate 
priority is to ensure that the economy gets back on track to the target of 
8 % growth.
While consolidating on the announcements and progress made over the 
last year, we commit to implementing the following agenda within 100 days 
of forming the next government:
1. Introduce the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bills in Parliament and 
ensure they are enacted within 1 year. GST is likely to increase the aggregate 
revenue which will be used to fund the extra investment in infrastructure, 
health and education.
2. Ensure that we are on track to pass a new Direct Tax Code Bill in the 
first year of the new Lok Sabha.
3. Announce a detailed Jobs Agenda to ensure that we create 10 crore new 
jobs and entrepreneurship opportunities for our youth.
4. Amend the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act to 
codify a credible commitment of the government to achieve fiscal deficit of 
3 % of GDP by 2016-17, and stay below that always. Set up an independent 
National Fiscal Responsibility Council that will submit an annual report to 
the Parliament on the progress made in achieving our fiscal commitments.
5. Building on the success of the Cabinet Committee on Investment and 
the Project Monitoring Group in clearing stalled investment proposals, 
set up a National Investment Facilitation Authority, a permanent body 
headed by the Prime Minister, and supported by a full-time secretariat, 
with the explicit mandate of identifying delayed projects and resolving 
inter-ministerial issues to enable rapid and transparent approvals to large 
projects, especially in the infrastructure sector.
6. Bring a Bill to set up a National Environmental Appraisal and Monitoring 
Authority to conduct rigorous and time-bound environmental appraisals 
and recommend environmental clearances where appropriate in a time-
bound and transparent manner.
7. Set up a Regulatory Reform Task Force for a review of all regulatory 
processes of central government ministries with the intent of repealing 
unnecessary processes, streamlining the regulatory structures and 
improving ease of doing business in India.
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8. Put out a clear policy on tax treatment of foreign firms and Merger & 
Acquisitions (M & A) transactions while ensuring that taxes are paid by 
multinational/foreign entities in the jurisdiction in which the profits are 
earned.
9. Lay out a clear roadmap for dealing with immediate issues of public 
sector banks, including recapitalisation, Non-Performing Assets (NPAs), 
operational autonomy, human resource development and succession 
planning in each bank.
10. Implement the recommendations of the Financial Sector Legislative 
Reforms Commission that require no change in legislation and lay out a 
timeline for passing required legislation.

accelerating Job Creation and Skill Development
The landmark ‘National Manufacturing Policy’ of the UPA government 
brought the agenda of job creation and manufacturing led growth on the 
policy landscape. This policy incorporates the agenda of creating 10 crore 
jobs in the manufacturing sector alone within one decade.
Today, two-thirds of Indians, nearly 80 crore Indians, are below 35 years 
of age. Getting well paying, decent jobs or entrepreneurship opportunities 
as they enter working age, is their number one priority. While a number of 
steps have been taken in this direction in the last decade, this remains an 
overriding national priority, requiring a lot more to be done. The Indian 
National Congress will announce a Jobs Agenda within 100 days of forming 
the government. This agenda will include the following elements:
1. The Indian National Congress is committed to creation of industrial 
corridors to catalyze economic growth and give a focused thrust to 
manufacturing in the country.
2. Create 100 new urban clusters around existing small and emerging 
cities and link them with power and transport facilities to scale existing 
economic activities.
3. Increase India’s investment rate to 38 % to ensure more new investments 
are made to create jobs.
4. Improving India’s ‘Ease of Doing Business’ ranking from the current 134 
to 75 within 5 years, by streamlining the process for starting a business, 
getting various permits, easing access to credit, streamlining the tax 
enforcement system, and various other interventions.
5. Create an enhanced framework to promote exports. Waive off all taxes, 
Central and State, that go into exported products. Put a minimum tariff 
protection so that there is an incentive to manufacture goods in India 
rather than import them.
6. The Congress-led UPA government, being fully aware of the importance 
of skilling to increase employability set up the National Skills Development 
Agency to coordinate various disparate training efforts of different Central 
government ministries, State governments, industry, etc. We commit to 
increasing the resources at its disposal and enhance its mandate.
7. Reform the Apprentice Act, 1961, to encourage more firms to hire 
apprentices in their firms, which has proven to be a very effective way of 
providing “on-the job training” to new employees.
8. The Standard Training Assessment and Reward (STAR) Scheme set up by 
the UPA government will be better funded and a robust monitoring system 
will be put in place to track the manner in which skills are imparted and 
certifications given at the ground level under this scheme.
9. Community colleges stand at the crossroads of higher education and the 
real world. We have begun a programme to convert 200 existing educational 
institutions into community colleges. This will be completed within 5 years.
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10. The Indian National Congress is committed to the creation of new and 
upgrading of existing Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs). Recognising the 
need to have quality world-class training methods and infrastructure, we 
will introduce incentives for Public Private Partnership and engage world 
class expertise to ensure our youth are best equipped to take on demanding 
jobs in today’s globalized world.

3. Protecting the Interests of labour
The Indian National Congress will extend social security to the entire labour 
class, both organised and unorganised.
The Indian National Congress has stood for the cause and rights of labour. 
We have enacted several laws to protect their interests including the 
Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act. We will ensure the effective 
implementations of all such laws.
1. The Indian National Congress will ensure health insurance as well as 
pension cover for this group.
2. The Indian National Congress is committed to the strictest implementation 
of Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act of 1970, to end 
exploitation of workers and to improve their welfare and working 
conditions.
3. We will focus specially on labour working in hazardous industries.
4. Aadhaar is a powerful tool for protecting the interests of migrant labour, 
as well as ensuring the smooth flow of remittances to their families. All 
migrant labour will be covered under the Aadhaar programme in the next 
one year, through a special campaign.
5. The special needs of labour working in plantations, particularly those 
relating to housing, will be addressed through ongoing programmes.
6. The Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008 has been enacted; 
this will be implemented in letter and spirit.
7. We will set up a Commission to explore the possibility of bringing all 
Labour Laws under one comprehensive Law.

4. right to Health
The Indian National Congress will increase health expenditure to 3% of 
GDP and provide universal and quality health care for all Indians.
The Indian National Congress has endeavoured to provide quality public 
health services to all citizens. Its forward-looking Schemes have achieved 
great success. This is reflected in the decline in the Maternal Mortality Ratio 
and Infant Mortality Rate. The Janani Suraksha Yojana, a scheme started to 
encourage institutional delivery has achieved great success in increasing 
the number of beneficiaries from 7.3 lakh in 2005-06, to nearly 113 lakh 
pregnant women in 2010-11.
1. We were the first party to implement development policies as human 
rights. To strengthen this framework, we now pledge to enact a Right to 
Health to ensure that all people obtain easily accessible, quality health 
services, based on a combination of public provision and social insurance. 
The new National Health Mission will emphasize both rural and urban 
health care.
2. We will provide for 5 state of the art mobile health care vans in every 
district, equipped with x-ray and other equipment, to provide health care 
checkups including, mammography, blood tests, etc.
3. The Indian National Congress will expand the Rashtriya Swasthya 
Bima Yojana to enable access to a continuum of comprehensive primary, 
secondary and tertiary care.
4. The Indian National Congress commits itself to increasing the 
Institutional Delivery Rate. Maternal and child health care will also 
continue to be a major focus. We aim to reduce the Infant Mortality Rate 
and Maternal Mortality Ratio drastically.
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5. Almost 56% of adolescent girls in India are anaemic. Anaemia and 
malnutrition among mothers endanger the mother’s health and causes 
growth retardation and vulnerability to diseases in children. This is not just 
a socio-economic challenge; it is a political challenge to which the Indian 
National Congress reaffirms its commitment.
6. Almost 60% of open defecation in the world takes place in India. Poor 
sanitation is a serious health hazard. We will endeavour to provide a 
functional toilet in every school and every household.
7. There has been a reduction of new HIV infections in the country by 
57%. We aim to reduce this further and provide comprehensive care and 
support to all persons living with HIV/AIDS. 
8. We will launch focused intervention to improve the Child Sex Ratio, 
within an overall “National Strategy for Care and Protection of the Girl 
Child” from birth to adolescence.
9. Health and Family Welfare Programmes will be strengthened to achieve a 
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 2.1 between 2017 and 2020. Particular attention 
will be paid to regions which still have a high TFR (above 2.5).
10. India’s success in becoming polio-free through vaccination will be 
replicated. Our goal is to ensure universal coverage of routine immunization 
through campaigns and effective monitoring in districts throughout the 
country.
11. To ensure effective implementation of all health related initiatives, we 
will work to strengthen the primary health workforce including Accredited 
Social Health Activists (ASHAs), Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMs), 
Male Multipurpose Workers (MMWs), Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) and 
Community Health Officers etc. We will work to fill the current vacancies 
and improve their competencies through nationwide capacity building 
programmes linked to the National Health Mission.
12. We will create 6o lakh new jobs in the health sector by 2020 by 
training and expanding the current teaching programmes for healthcare 
professionals, particularly in the public sector institutions. We will start a 
three-year Diploma Course in Public Health.
13. Primary health care infrastructure will be strengthened right upto 
the point of the community health centre and continuity of care would 
be assured.

5. empowering Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 
other Backward Classes
The Indian National Congress will continue to work towards the 
empowerment of the marginalised sections of society.
The principles of equity and inclusion have been weaved into the very 
fabric of the Indian National Congress. It is because of the initiatives 
of the Indian National Congress that the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Backward Classes have seen an improvement in key 
socio-economic indicators. In fact the annual rate of decline for poverty 
in the period between 2004–05 and 2009–10 has been much higher than 
between 1993-94 and 2004-05 for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
The Indian National Congress has enacted several laws for the weaker 
sections including the Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 
2013 to push for rehabilitation of these families. The Constitution (117th 
Amendment) Bill 2012 to provide reservation in promotions for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes has been passed by the Rajya Sabha. We will 
continue to fight the deep-seated prejudices, traditional hierarchies and 
disparities faced by these sections, socially, politically and economically.
1. The Indian National Congress is committed to finding a way forward for 
introducing reservation in education and employment for economically 
weaker sections of all communities without in any way affecting existing 
reservations for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward 

Classes.
2. We now pledge to enact central legislation on the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes Sub Plans so that the development of Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes can be accelerated to become at par with other Castes.
3. The Indian National Congress will ensure the passage of the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill, 
2013.
4. With a strong focus on education and vocational skills, we will endeavour 
to establish one Navodaya Vidyalaya type of school of high standards for 
weaker sections, in every Block of the country.
5. We will continue to provide assistance to fund the cost of education 
in both private and government institutions for Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe students, with priority to those students whose parental 
income is less than Rs. 6 lakh per annum.
6. All Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe students fulfilling the admission 
criteria will be provided with universal access to the Rajiv Gandhi Research 
Fellowships. In addition, 1000 overseas scholarships for eligible students 
will be provided annually.
7. Every Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe unemployed graduate or post 
graduate will be provided with a Skill Development Voucher of Rs. 10,000 
to pay for the appropriate skill development course.
8. The Indian National Congress has ensured the reservation of 4% of 
procurement from small and medium Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe enterprises. We will push for strict implementation of this norm.
9. The Indian National Congress, recognizing that dalit women are more 
socially and economically vulnerable, has endeavored to work for their 
upliftment and welfare and will continue to ensure dignity through 
economic and social empowerment.
10. We will encourage and support Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
entrepreneurs by providing them easy access to credit and other incentives 
like tax rebates at the initial stages of establishment of their business etc.
11. We will focus on development activities for creating social and 
economic opportunities for Scheduled Tribes. We will ensure the stringent 
implementation of PESA, 1996 and the Forest Rights Act, 2006 to ensure 
that Scheduled Tribes are empowered and brought into the mainstream.
12. The Indian National Congress is committed to creating national 
consensus on affirmative action for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
in the private sector.
13. We will take steps to ensure that all reserved posts are filled and a special 
drive will be undertaken to fill all the backlog vacancies in reserved posts 
in government and Public Sector Undertakings.
14. The Indian National Congress is deeply committed to developing a 
National Action Plan for the Development of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Backward Classes. There shall be a special survey, which 
will be undertaken once every five years to estimate, on select development 
indicators, the gap in the development of these groups.
15. The Indian National Congress will ensure that the existing Rajiv Gandhi 
National Fellowship for Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Candidates 
will be extended to students belonging to Other Backward Classes.
16. The Indian National Congress will establish Special Commissions 
for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes to 
identify communities within each group which have not benefited from 
reservations and other affirmative action programmes and which need to 
be given a special focus. 
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6. Women’s empowerment and Protection of Children
The Indian National Congress will ensure the safety and security of our 
women and children. We will provide them equal access to social, economic 
and political opportunities.
The Indian National Congress is a party that has gone beyond the rhetoric 
and hyperbole relied on by most parties when it comes to the empowerment 
of women and children. The Indian National Congress has enacted several 
women and child oriented Acts, including the Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Bill, 2013, the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, the Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Act, 2013, Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005, and 
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012. We have also 
ensured that gender equality and child care facilities are mainstreamed in 
government schemes like MGNREGA. We will continue to work for the 
development our women and children.
1. The Indian National Congress will ensure that all laws for the welfare 
of children including the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act 
and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, will be 
strictly enforced.
2. We will further strengthen and expand the scope of the National 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights, set up in 2007.
3. We will also ensure that the strongest possible action is taken to prevent 
child trafficking.
4. The quality of the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) 
programme will be vastly improved and special incentives will be given 
to Anganwadi workers.
5. The Indian National Congress is committed to the enactment of the 
Women’s Reservation Bill to reserve 33 % of all seats in the Lok Sabha, and 
in all State legislative assemblies for women.
6. We will initiate immediate action to formulate a Citizens Charter for 
Women’s Safety and Security.
7. The Indian National Congress has placed a high premium on the 
education of women. We will continue with this focus, to achieve gender 
parity in literacy.
8. Fast-Track Courts will be established with ‘in-camera’ proceedings 
facilities in State headquarters and in regional centres. The purpose of 
these Courts will be solely to address crimes against women. Mandatory 
procedure for the rapid conclusion of cases where custody of children is 
involved shall be put in place.
9. We will increase the number of girls hostels, particularly in tribal areas 
and hostels for working women, with day care, to encourage women to 
become welleducated and earn their own livelihood.
10. We will ensure that all measures are taken to make women feel safe and 
protected. We will expedite such measures as the creation of functional 
helplines in all major towns and cities and rural areas for prompt grievance 
redressal for women, exclusive 24-hour transport facilities and gender 
sensitivity classes for police men and women, particularly in registering 
and investigating complaints made by women.
11. The Indian National Congress will open “One Stop Crisis Centres” for 
women in all hospitals to provide medical, legal and psycho-social aid in 
cases of rape and domestic violence against women.
12. The Indian National Congress, true to its long-standing history, will 
take measures to enable increased participation and reservation for women 
at all levels within the government. We will ensure that at least 25% of the 
total police officers, subinspectors and constables at every police station 

in the country will be women, over the next five years. We will ensure the 
number of women police stations in the country goes up from 500 to 2000 
in the next five years.
13. The Indian National Congress will earmark at least 30% of all funds 
flowing into Panchayats and Nagarpalikas for development of women and 
children and focus on the special needs of female agricultural labour and 
women cultivators.
14. We will encourage the setting up of “Poorn Shakti Kendras” at block 
level to provide a single window mechanism for awareness, information, 
access and utilisation of government schemes and programmes.
15. The Indian National Congress will provide land rights for women 
especially single women, women-headed households, land for women 
whose husbands have migrated away from villages.
16. The Indian National Congress will strive to clear all pending 
compensations to women with missing husbands in areas of unrest and 
conflict and especially border areas including providing employment to 
war widows and their families.
17. We will strengthen institutional arrangements to provide access to 
credit, training and marketing for women in the unorganised sector in 
peri-urban and rural areas.
18. The Indian National Congress is deeply distressed with the continued 
sexual exploitation of tribal girls at various places, such as hostels, and 
continued trafficking in young women belonging to tribal communities. 
This matter will receive the highest priority and will be taken up with all 
State governments and special Schemes will be introduced, like through the 
National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) for securing their livelihoods.
19. The Indian National Congress will work with women’s Self-Help-Groups 
for the distribution of free sanitary napkins for adolescent girls.
20. The Indian National Congress believes that society should be more 
sensitive to the rights of the transgender community. This issue will receive 
separate and continued attention.
21. Through the NRLM we will provide low interest loans, of upto Rs. 1 
lakh, to women for livelihood activities.

7. Safeguarding Minorities
The Indian National Congress will focus on accelerating concrete, 
sustainable and long term plans for the welfare of the Nation’s minorities.
The Indian National Congress has always been at the forefront in promoting 
Schemes for the welfare of minorities. A separate and dedicated Ministry 
of Minority Affairs was established under the Congress-led UPA-I 
government. Since then many far-reaching programmes in various sectors 
have been implemented with significant results.
1. Numerous scholarships have been distributed to children belonging 
to the minority community. The Corpus of the Maulana Azad Education 
Foundation has been more than tripled to over Rs 700 crore in an attempt 
to encourage candidates from the minority communities to pursue 
opportunities in higher education. This work will be continued so as to 
ensure that no child who applies for educational support is denied it at 
any level.
2. ‘Priority Sector Lending’ disbursement for minorities has steadily 
increased. We will continue to ensure that members of the minority 
communities have easy access to credit and other incentives like tax rebates 
etc., to encourage entrepreneurship.
3. For the effective management of Waqf properties and in realisation of the 
specific promise made in 2009, the Congress led UPA government became 
the first government to pass a law providing clear guidelines to prevent the 
usurpation and mismanagement of Waqf properties. The Indian National 
Congress pledges to continue with this programme.
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4. The Prevention of Communal and Targeted Violence (Access to Justice 
and Reparations) Bill, 2013, which was drafted and introduced by the Indian 
National Congress will be passed as a matter of priority.
5. The Congress-led UPA government has taken steps to address the 
conditions of backward minorities by aiming to provide them reservation 
in educational institutions and in government employment. We will pursue 
this matter closely in Court and ensure that the policy is implemented 
through proper legislation.
6. We will work to create a ready corpus, along the lines of the Maulana 
Azad Educational Fund for young entrepreneurs. Skills development 
programmes for minorities which have been carried out successfully in 
various districts, will be implemented across the country.
7. While much work has been done to implement the recommendations of 
the Sachar Committee, the Indian National Congress will work tirelessly to 
ensure that every single recommendation is reviewed and efforts are made 
for their implementation.

8. Youth and Student agenda
The Indian National Congress will continue to focus on youth capacity 
building, education, leadership and development. Opening up the political 
system and giving a voice to each and every young Indian will continue 
to be a priority area.
The Indian National Congress believes our youth is our biggest asset. In the 
past decade not only have we actively encouraged young leadership and 
political opportunities for all but also remained committed to creating an 
enabling and rewarding environment to build the capacity of our youth to 
take on roles more actively in our country’s future. We spend more than 
Rs. 90,000 crore across various schemes for the youth, and we will only 
increase this.
Building the Best Education System in the World for our Students
The Indian National Congress has been unequivocal in its emphasis and 
support for providing affordable and quality education. We will continue 
to keep education on the very top of our development agenda.
Education is the backbone of human development and is vital to ensuring 
equal social, political and economic opportunities for all citizens. We 
enacted the Right to Education Act 2009, which provides for free and 
compulsory education for children between the ages of 6 and 14 years. 
As a result, enrolment of children at the primary education stage has now 
reached near universal levels. 1.98 lakh primary schools and 1.1 lakh upper 
primary schools have been constructed. Under UPA-I and UPA-II, the per 
capita public expenditure on education increased from Rs. 888 in 2004–05 
to Rs. 2,985 in 2011–12. Our focus will now be on improving the quality 
of education- we will move from “Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan” to “Shreshth 
Shiksha Abhiyan.”
1. The Indian National Congress will strengthen the implementation of 
the Right to Education Act to ensure quality learning outcomes, adequate 
infrastructure and facilities in schools, regular teacher training and an 
optimal Pupil Teacher Ratio. We will also ensure quality in teacher training 
by making suitable investments and amendments to regulations, wherever 
required.
2. We will enhance focus and resources on the implementation of the 
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, to improve quality of secondary 
education. We will achieve near universal enrolment in secondary 
education.
3. The Indian National Congress will place a special emphasis on reducing 
the drop-out rate particularly in middle and secondary levels.
4. We will establish an independent regulatory mechanism to oversee State 
and private institutions to ensure standardisation and quality of education.

5. We will support regional and context specific curricula as well focus on 
developing life skills including leadership building.
6. We are committed to the cause of special education. We will strengthen 
facilities for children with special needs and disabilities. We will also award 
priority to developing infrastructure for differentlyabled persons.
7. The Indian National Congress will take systematic steps to address 
issues relating to discrimination against students from the North East and 
Jammu and Kashmir.
8. We will continue to place a special focus on ensuring educational access 
to civil strife affected areas and the North East region.
9. To focus on higher education, we launched the Rashtriya Uchhatar 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) to provide strategic funding to improve college 
and university infrastructure. RUSA will help create 70 new universities, 
provide infrastructure in current universities, upgrade autonomous colleges 
to Universities, and create a new model of general degree colleges and 
professional institutions.
10. The Indian National Congress will set up a “National Commission for 
Students”, a body which will protect and promote the interests of students. 
This Commission will review Constitutional and legal safeguards for 
students, recommend remedial legislative measures, facilitate redressal of 
grievances and advise the government on all policy matters concerning 
students.
11. The Indian National Congress will continue to expand its support to 
providing interest-free educations loans to students at all levels especially 
to the weaker sections of society.
12. The Indian National Congress is commited to exploring the possible 
partnerships with the private sector in the delivery of education. New Public 
Private Partnership models will be explored and appropriate regulatory 
systems, accreditation procedures, policies and incentives will be developed, 
to enable private education providers to take on the challenge of expanding 
and improving secondary education, in particular.
13. Indian National Congress will establish a “National Youth Commission”, 
which will be a professional and dedicated focal point for youth 
development in all aspects.
14. We will establish a centralised students exchange programme to 
encourage National unity.

Promoting Sports
The Indian National Congress remains committed to ensuring that sports 
opportunities are expanded and made more available and accessible to the 
youth. We will strive to be a Nation where sport in all its forms is promoted 
and encouraged. 
1. Due to the UPA-II’s recent efforts, India has been reinstated as a member 
of the International Olympic Committee. The Indian National Congress 
will continue to clean up sports administration. We will ensure active 
involvement of former sportspersons in sports administration.
2. The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Abhiyan launched by the Congress-led UPA 
government will be implemented to ensure high quality sporting facilities 
in every block of the country.
3. A “National Sports Education University” will be set up to educate 
students of exceptional talent. There would be a team of experts who would 
be continuously scouting for talent in every sport across the country in 
the age-group of 8-15 years. It will have world class coaches and facilities.
Other Youth Issues
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The Indian National Congress will promote social inclusiveness, 
employability and entrepreneurship development among the youth.
1. The Indian National Congress will provide a special youth development 
package (entrepreneurship/employment) for Left-Wing Extremism affected 
areas with special focus on women and Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes.
2. We will start a special drive for recruitment of North East and Jammu & 
Kashmir youth in Railways, Indian Army and other Central government 
departments.
3. The Indian National Congress remains committed to eradicating the 
problem of drug abuse. A nation-wide assessment of the prevalence of 
this problem will be undertaken. Funding will be adequately provided for 
drug-rehabilitation centres which will be set up in each district.
4. The National Service Scheme, launched by the Congress-led UPA 
government for graduates, aims to enhance IT literacy, financial literacy, 
english communication and other soft skills; to make the youth more 
employable. The Indian National Congress is committed to increasing 
funding and reach of this Scheme while prioritising its implementation.
5. We will seek to ensure priority to differently-abled youth with respect 
to education and employment opportunities.
6. We will set up government run employment exchange/facilitation centers 
for youth seeking foreign employment opportunities. These will help curtail 
middlemen/fraudulent recruiting agencies. The Ministry of Overseas Indian 
Affairs will be the nodal agency for this.

9. rural Development and Panchayati raj
The Indian National Congress will continue to work progressively to ensure 
the prosperity of rural India.
In the ten years of UPA-I and UPA-II, the rural areas of the country 
have seen unprecedented economic development and improvement in 
quality of life. For the first time in over two decades, the increase in rural 
consumption, at 18%, has outpaced urban consumption. Rural poverty 
declined at 0.7 percentage points per year between 1993-94 and 2004-05. 
It declined more than three times faster at 2.3 percentage points per year 
in the UPA period between 2004-05 and 2011-12.
Farm wages in real terms increased impressively after 2004 to reach Rs.184.7 
per day in 2012-13. Our flagship and historic programme, the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has been 
a significant contributor in this; on an average 1 in every 4 rural households 
has sought work under MGNREGA every year.
1. All development functionaries at the village level who perform vital 
nationbuilding tasks like Anganwadi workers, Auxiliary Nurse Midwives 
(ANMs), Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) workers and various 
others, must have their contributions recognized in a meaningful manner. 
The Indian National Congress will ensure that they are compensated 
adequately for their services and have access to high quality training and 
decent working conditions.
2. The Indian National Congress fulfilled its promise and implemented 
the National Food Security Act, a statutory guarantee to ensure adequate 
quantity and quality of food at affordable prices to people to live their life 
with dignity. The Indian National Congress will attempt to expand the 
focus of the current food security Schemes to include subsidized pulses 
and cooking oil for beneficiaries of Antyodaya Anna Yojana.
3. The Indian National Congress will implement a Universal Pension 
Scheme, for the elderly, destitute, widows and other similar groups (based 

on certain exclusions).
4. We will expand the current Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY) to ensure that an all-weather road will connect all habitations 
with a population of 125 persons and above.
5. To promote effective access to clean drinking water and water for 
irrigation, we will set up a legal and institutional framework, in discussion 
and with consensus of States, for water. We will also ensure 100% coverage 
of rural habitations for drinking water in the next five years.
6. We will continue to support Self-Help-Groups (SHGs) and assist the poor 
to set up small businesses. We will set up more branches of the Bharatiya 
Mahila Bank and women only branches of other public sector banks. Our 
target is to ensure the formation of 7 crore SHGs by 2019.
7. The Indian National Congress will ensure 100% modernisation and 
digitisation of land records to ensure transparency in land titles.
8. The Indian National Congress will substantially increase Panchayat 
funding, especially of untied funds. We will also encourage Panchayats to 
raise their own resources so that Panchayat representatives, in consultation 
with Gram and Ward Sabhas, can themselves decide how and on what to 
spend their money.
9. We will set up a “National Panchayati Raj Commission”, with branches 
in each State and Union Territory, so that:
a. Probity and transparency is ensured in the functioning of Panchayats 
and their elected representatives;
b. Panchayati Raj functions in line with the Constitution and the laws 
of the land, especially in tribal areas covered by Panchayat Extension to 
Scheduled Areas Act (PESA);
c. Gram Sabhas are strengthened and legally mandated to secure responsible 
and responsive local government;
d. The individual citizen is empowered to secure, through the local 
Panchayat, his or her rights and entitlements and other benefits provided 
for in the Constitution.

10. agriculture and Farmer Welfare
The Indian National Congress will continue to provide an impetus to 
agricultural growth, productivity and incomes. We will also stay focused 
on providing all possible support for our farmers, in particular women and 
small and marginal farmers.
The Indian National Congress has instituted schemes like the Rashtriya 
Krishi Vikas Yojana. As a result of these measures, the agriculture GDP 
growth went up from 2.6% (under the NDA) to 3.1% under UPA-I and 
further to 4% under UPA-II.
1. The historic decision by the Congressled UPA government to allow 
Foreign Direct Investment in multibrand retail will transform the agrarian 
economy as it will create a beneficial value chain from farm-to-fork, creating 
rural infrastructure for sorting, grading, packing, cold storage facilities 
and ware housing. It will ensure that the farmer gets a much higher value 
for her or his produce.
2. We will continue to nurture Public Private Partnerships for increasing 
investments in value-chains, cold storage facilities, grading and 
standardisation, quality certification and warehouses. This will greatly aid 
in increasing agriculture productivity and exports.
3. We will add 1 crore hectares to irrigated area by completing the radical 
Water Reforms Agenda of the 12th Plan, which is based on Irrigation 
Management Transfer to Water Users Associations of farmers. This will 
ensure Gross Irrigated Area crosses 10 crore hectares in India.
4. The current water use efficiency in irrigation is 40%. The Indian National 
Congress will actively support more efficient water use technologies 
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including reuse and recycling of water. We will complete the historic 
aquifer-mapping and the groundwater management programme launched 
by UPA-II over the next five years, to ensure sustainable utilisation of 
groundwater to secure the livelihoods of lakhs of our farmers, particularly 
in regions where groundwater depletion has taken place.
5. Small and marginal farmers own more than half the country’s total cattle 
and buffalo. However, only 12% of the total expenditure on agriculture is on 
livestock development. The Indian National Congress will place a special 
emphasis on livestock, fisheries, opening of veterinary schools and centres, 
fodder development through animal husbandry programmes
and schemes like MGNREGA. MGNREGA will also be harnessed to 
support the construction of poultry shelters and water bodies for fisheries. 
6. The Indian National Congress will increase spending to ensure access 
and quality in agriculture education, including increasing the amount 
for and number of postmatric scholarships and research fellowships for 
veterinary students.
7. The Indian National Congress will increase coverage of crop insurance 
schemes, particularly among the small and marginal farmers and non-
loanee farmers. Settlement of claims on time, better crop yield estimation 
to determine premiums etc., and involvement of private sector will be 
other areas of focus. 
8. The Indian National Congress will allocate special funds for agricultural 
research to develop new technologies for disease management of crops and 
livestock, high-yielding-varieties of crops, etc.
9. The Indian National Congress will promote resource conservation 
technologies and agriculture practices like integrated farming, organic 
farming and develop wastelands for dry land farming.
10. We will cover 250 lakh hectares as watersheds, as part of the dramatically 
reformed Integrated Watershed Management Programme launched by 
UPA-II.
11. There are lakhs of families in our coastal belts that depend on fishing 
for their livelihood. To enhance their welfare, a new Ministry of Fisheries 
will be established and all steps will be taken to further enhance their 
livelihood security.
12. The Indian National Congress, honouring the commitment made in the 
2009 Manifesto, enacted the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency 
in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013. The Indian 
National Congress will ensure fast and fair implementation of the Act such 
that farmers, landowners and livelihood losers get adequate compensation 
for their acquired land.
13. The Indian National Congress has more than doubled the Minimum 
Support Prices (MSP) for farmers for wheat and paddy from 2004-05 to 
2013-14. The MSP for other cereals increased three-fold. We will continue 
our endeavour to provide higher MSP to increase profitability of agriculture 
for our farmers.
14. The Indian National Congress will provide concessional loans to groups/
collectives of small and marginal farmers and women farmers upto Rs. 5 
lakh to enable them to gain better access to inputs and services.
15. The Indian National Congress will strive to lower interest rates for 
farmers to ensure they are able to access extension services and agriculture 
inputs like seeds, water, fertilizers etc.

11. accelerating Industrial and Manufacturing Growth 
The Indian National Congress commits to 10% growth in manufacturing 
and an increase in contribution of manufacturing sector’s share to 25% of 
GDP. We will also support rapid acceleration in exports.
We are aware that the deceleration in investment in manufacturing has 
been a serious concern. We propose to take strong measures to promote 

the manufacturing industry.
1. Utmost priority will be given to the implementation of the National 
Manufacturing Policy to enhance the share of manufacturing in GDP to 
25% by 2022, which will be achieved by an annual growth rate for the sector 
in the range of 12-14%. We are committed to creating National Investment 
Manufacturing Zones as greenfield integrated industrial townships to make 
India a manufacturing hub of the world. 16 new world-class cities have 
already been notified across the country.
2. The Indian National Congress is committed to the creation of industrial 
corridors to catalyse economic growth and give a focused thrust to 
manufacturing in the country. The Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor has 
decisively moved into the implementation phase. Conceptual planning of 
the Bengaluru-Mumbai Economic Corridor, Chennai-Bengaluru Industrial 
Corridor and Amritsar-Kolkata Industrial Corridor has been completed 
and work for implementation of these Corridors will start soon.
3. Special emphasis will be given for enhancing the competitiveness of 
manufacturing. We will encourage the allotment of land from existing 
land banks for priority sectors to provide an impetus to manufacturing.
4. A patent pool will be created which will ensure that the Indian small 
and medium enterprises are able to access world-class technology at 
affordable cost.
5. The Indian National Congress will introduce the Goods and Services 
Tax Bills and a new Direct Tax Code Bill in Parliament and ensure they 
are enacted within one year. We will also announce a Jobs Agenda, with a 
focus on attracting new investments for job creation, within 100 days of 
government formation.
6. We will endeavour to create a stable and predictable business 
environment. We will ensure that the interface between government and 
industry is simplified and will usher in comprehensive regulatory changes 
in this regard. This will include optimizing the use of electronic platforms 
and minimising human interface wherever possible. Redundant procedures 
will be weeded out and the E-biz Project will be implemented across the 
country, which will ensure ‘single window electronic clearances’ platform 
for all investors, embracing in its fold all regulatory approvals of the Central 
and State governments.
7. The Indian National Congress will continue to pay special attention to 
industries in the North East. It will also work to establish better connectivity, 
collection centres and market linkages for these areas and provide special 
incentives for entrepreneurs from the region.
8. The Indian National Congress will come out with a transparent policy 
for development of natural resources and have a special purpose vehicle for 
this, which will be responsible for judicious allocation, striking a balance 
between present requirements and future demands. It will also ensure that 
an independent regulator monitors the process of such allocation.
9. The Indian National Congress recognizes the need for creating flexibilities 
in the labour market, especially in the export-oriented industry, given the 
cyclical nature of demand. The
Indian National Congress is committed to protecting the interests of labour 
through more progressive labour laws.
10. The policies to encourage foreign direct investment pursued by the 
Congress-led UPA Government ensured that India remained amongst the 
top 3 investment destinations globally. Over the last 4 years, India received 
foreign investment of US$ 175 billion. The Indian National Congress is 
committed to sustaining an investment climate which is welcoming and 
supportive of Foreign Direct Investment.
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11. The Indian National Congress will strengthen multilateral trade 
systems and investment flows for future prosperity. The Congress-led UPA 
government has embarked on a path of greater economic integration. The 
trade in goods and services has exceeded US$ 1 trillion and we will ensure 
that this gets doubled within a period of 5 years.
12. Infrastructure
The Indian National Congress is of the firm belief that infrastructure will 
serve as the backbone of India’s growth. We pledge to spend $1 trillion on 
upgrading India’s infrastructure in the coming decade.

Transport
India is growing very rapidly and transport is a foundational pillar of that 
growth. The Indian Railways is the world’s largest rail network and currently 
carries 822.4 crore people a year. During the UPA government, the total 
goods carried by the railways doubled to 1 billion tonnes. The Congress-led 
UPA governments have built or upgraded 17,394 km of highways. There 
has been a ten-fold increase in investment in road construction in rural 
areas. We will continue to invest in creating an extensive and world-class 
transportation network which will connect people across the country.
1. The Indian National Congress will launch a “National Road Transport 
Safety Programme”. Road Accidents will be halved within five years by 
strong willed political commitment to this Programme. The Programme 
will make every possible effort to change the road safety culture while 
establishing clear road safety norms. 
2. The Indian National Congress recognizes that the Indian Railways is 
the lifeline of the Nation and is committed to railway modernisation. We 
will ensure effective implementation of the recommendations of the Sam 
Pitroda Committee.
3. The Indian National Congress will ensure that all million-plus cities are 
covered by High Speed Rail.
4. We have begun work on the Western and Eastern Dedicated Freight 
Corridors, which will revolutionise freight, transport in India, making it 
more efficient. The Indian National Congress is committed to ensuring 
these projects are completed in a time-bound manner.
5. We have over the last decade, used the Public Private Partnership model 
to unveil world-class airports in Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad and Bangalore 
and the Airports Authority of India has upgraded several others. As the 
demand for air travel is increasing tremendously, we will upgrade and create 
new infrastructure for air travel across the country.
6. The Indian National Congress will ensure adequate funding and timely 
development of Regional Rapid Transit Systems. The work of preparation 
of Feasibility Studies of Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS) corridors 
for the three prioritized corridors: Delhi-Sonipat-Panipat, Delhi-Gurgaon-
Rewari-Alwar, Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut is already being done. We will 
ensure these are fast-tracked.
7. We are committed to investing in and upgrading the logistics, 
infrastructure and development of the port sector in India. We will continue 
to work in this direction.
8. The Indian National Congress will emphasise development of India’s 
inland waterways, which totals about 14,500 kms in length, along with 
coastal shipping. We will work to set up terminals at major ports and 
providing adequate road and rail connectivity to inland water and coastal 
terminals and non-major coastal ports.

energy
India’s power generation capacity more than doubled to 2.34 lakh MW over 

the past decade. To promote equitable and inclusive access to energy, we 
have recently increased the number of subsidised cooking gas cylinders 
per household to 12 per year. The Indian National Congress will continue 
to enable the provision of clean, efficient and affordable energy for all.
1. The Indian National Congress is committed to the establishment of 
a clearly defined policy for fair, transparent equitable and time bound 
development of natural resources. The Indian National Congress will 
immediately put in place a Special Purpose Vehicle for this which will be 
responsible for a judicious allocation, of resources on the basis of usage 
and not arbitrarily, while striking a balance between present requirements 
and future demands. We will also ensure that an independent regulator 
monitors the process of natural resource allocation, in a manner that best 
serves the interests of the Nation.
2. We will effectively implement the National Mission on Energy Efficiency 
to improve energy efficiency in all areas of the economy including power, 
transport, urban housing, consumer goods and in rural housing.
3. We will work to ensure greater access to electricity; 100% access in urban 
from current 94% and 90% access in rural areas from current 67.3% under 
the Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY).
4. We are mindful of the fact that while we have worked to increase 
access to electricity, its availability remains an area of concern. The Indian 
National Congress will work to improve the quality and unit consumption 
of electricity in rural areas.
5. Women being the main energy users and primary energy suppliers are 
worst affected by restricted LPG supply. There still exists a strong disparity 
between urban and rural areas. We need to work effectively to increase 
household access to LPG and kerosene, especially the availability to rural 
households. 
6. We will give a new thrust to new and renewable energy, including hydel, 
solar and nuclear energy.
7. We will ensure accelerated implemented of the Jawaharlal Nehru National 
Solar Mission and launch a “National Wind Energy Mission”.
13. Urban Development
The Indian National Congress affirms its commitment to creating inclusive 
cities, revamping urban governance, increasing low-income housing, and 
making large investments in infrastructure.
With the 74th Amendment to India’s Constitution devolving power to 
urban local bodies, and through the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 
Renewal Mission (JNNURM), we have given a major impetus to urban 
development in India.
30 crore Indians currently live in towns and cities. Within 20-25 years, 
another 30 crore people will get added to this. Recognising the challenges 
of urbanisation ahead, the Indian National Congress is committed to 
adopting a proactive approach to address them.
1. The Indian National Congress will ensure that Mayors and Municipal 
Chairpersons have fully functional powers, so that they can operate as Chief 
Executives Officers of cities with executive powers and responsibilities and 
not just ceremonial positions. We will also increase the tenure of Mayors.
2. Urban constituencies are rapidly growing in population and the disparity 
between constituencies is increasing. This undermines the principle of 
equality of vote and also results in under-franchise of urban areas. We 
will ensure this issue is revisited so that constituencies can be adjusted to 
reflect population changes.
3. JNNURM was a landmark initiative undertaken by the Congress-led 
government; it put the urban agenda centre stage with major investments 
in urban infrastructure. We also launched a revamped JNNURM-II with 
more funding and more powers to local governments. JNNURM-II is giving 
priority to the strengthening of human and institutional capabilities, local 
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planning and improvement in governance. We will continue to implement 
this with vigour and focus to ensure better sewage facilities, roads and 
multi-modal public transport.

14. Housing
The Indian National Congress will continue to work towards providing 
affordable and quality housing for all sections
1. The Indira Awaas Yojana will be expanded to cover all poor rural 
households. Financial assistance for this will include money to not only 
construct a pucca house but also individual sanitary toilets and drinking 
water connections.
2. For urban areas, the Rajiv Awaas Yojana will be expanded to cover all poor 
urban households. The Scheme is expected to cover 250 cities by the end 
of the 2017. Funds have already been released to 162 cities for undertaking 
preparatory activities under Slum Free City Planning Scheme. Our priority 
will be time-bound implementation of this initiative.
3. We will endeavour to ensure a Right to Homestead for all poor 
households.
4. We will endeavour to ensure Title Deeds are given to those who have 
been living on lands for more than two decades.

15. environment
The Indian National Congress is committed to sustainable development 
in its true spirit. We will continue to accord the highest priority to 
environmental protection and to ensure that all people in India have the 
right to a clean environment, which secures their health, livelihood and 
nutritional well-being. The Indian National Congress has always prioritised 
conservation of our national environment. It was Smt. Indira Gandhi who 
raised the importance of this agenda as the only visiting Head of State at 
the UN Conference on Human Environment, 1972. The Indian National 
Congress has enacted various laws for environmental protection, including 
the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010.
1. The Indian National Congress will bring a Bill to set up a National 
Environmental Appraisal and Monitoring Authority (NEAMA) - a 
professional agency to conduct rigorous and timebound environmental 
appraisals and recommend environmental clearances, where appropriate, 
in a time-bound and transparent manner.
2. We will put water conservation at the heart of our programmes for 
agriculture, rural and urban development. This will be done by focusing all 
current programmes on augmenting water through decentralized systems, 
conserving water through all means and promoting recycling and reuse of 
water in all sectors. Water is a public right, but also a public responsibility. 
We believe that while pricing of water must ensure that users internalise 
ethics of conservation, it is also imperative that it be sustainable and 
affordable. We will promote these principles in all our programmes for 
water and waste management.
3. The Indian National Congress will take up the cleaning of rivers on a large 
scale. The National Ganga River Basin Authority has begun the ambitious 
task of cleaning the Ganga River. We will use similar models of creating 
empowered, well-funded agencies to clean other major rivers in the country.
4. An overwhelming number of women, especially in rural India still use 
polluting biomass for cooking, which puts an unbearable health burden 
on them. The Indian National Congress is committed to providing clean 
cooking fuel across the country in an accelerated manner in order to 
address this.
5. We will launch “Green National Accounts” by 2016-17, to ensure that the 
costs of environmental degradation are clearly reflected in India’s national 
accounts. We will also develop indicators that will provide data to the public 
on the state of our natural resources.

6. We will engage tribal and forest-dwelling communities more centrally 
in forest management, and ensure they get benefits from forest produce, 
including bamboo and other non-timber forest produce. We will ensure 
that revenues from forest-based activities, including from wildlife tourism, 
are shared with local communities. This will serve as a bedrock for making 
forest conservation more durable and effective.
7. We will continue to implement the various missions under the National 
Action Plan on Climate Change with purpose and determination.
8. The Congress-led government launched the Jawaharlal Nehru National 
Solar Mission under which we set the ambitious target of deploying 20,000 
MW of grid connected solar power by 2022. We will ensure this target is 
met well in advance.
9. We will also launch a major new “National Mission on Wind Energy” 
to harness the power of this clean and renewable source of energy, which 
has tremendous untapped potential in India.
10. India is one of the world’s mega biodiverse countries. We will continue 
to give the highest priority to protecting this biodiversity.
11. We will continue to strongly advance and protect India’s interests in 
international climate and other environmental negotiations.

16. Innovation, Information and Communication Technology
The Indian National Congress will give a renewed thrust to use of 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT).
Under the Indian National Congress’s leadership, the country is moving 
towards transformation through ‘Democratisation of Information’. 
Efforts are underway to use ICT tools to herald transparency, efficiency, 
accountability and accessibility to create more inclusive and responsive 
structures, which are in tune with the needs of 21st century India. In fields 
such as agriculture, financial services, commerce, education and health, 
this ICT-led Democratisation of Information is revolutionising service 
delivery, citizen interface and accountability through innovative practices. 
New tools under this will be the biggest game changer for bringing about 
larger systems reform.
1. The Indian National Congress will ensure that all Indian residents have 
a unique Aaadhar number. This will serve as a proof of identity and proof 
of residence. It will also enable access to services (like opening a bank 
account) for a vast majority of Indians.
2. The Indian National Congress is committed to using the Aapka Paisa 
Aapka Haath platform for all government programmes. Direct Benefit 
Transfer will ensure time-bound delivery of benefits at the individual’s 
doorstep, and remove corruption and leakages.
3. The Indian National Congress will increase the annual expenditure on 
science and technology to at least 2 % of GDP. This has to come from both 
government and industry. Steps will be taken to encourage the corporate 
sector to invest in Research and Development.
4. The Indian National Congress will connect all 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats 
with high-speed broadband connectivity within 18 months, with a view 
of improving public delivery mechanism. The vision is to transform 
governance and service delivery in areas such as health, education and 
agriculture, and unleash local innovation capacity.
5. We will ensure the passage of the Electronic Delivery of Service Bill 2011. 
We will, in accordance with the Bill, work to effectively deliver all public 
services (like passports, ration cards and driving licenses) electronically.
6. We will work to establish a Rapidly Deployable Multi-Protocol Wireless 
Communication system; interoperable across all the services engaged in 
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disaster management.
7. We will ensure effective implementation of the India Inclusive 
Innovation Fund so that innovative enterprises can profitably, scalably, and 
competitively engage citizens at the bottom of the economic pyramid. We 
recognize the need for grassroots innovation and will ensure this initiative 
is well funded. 
8. We currently import popular branded hardware in the IT sector. We will 
give special tax incentives for setting up manufacturing for such products 
in India.

17. Fighting Corruption
The Indian National Congress re-emphasizes it’s commitment to better 
delivery of services while eliminating corruption and leakages.
The Indian National Congress gave the people of India the Right To 
Information (RTI). The RTI has been our most powerful weapon in the 
fight against corruption. Few governments have had the courage to enact 
legislation that rendered their processes more transparent and open to 
scrutiny. In recognition of a widespread public concern over the issue of 
corruption we passed the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013.
With the passage of the Right to Information Act, 2005 the Indian National 
Congress empowered the people with the biggest tool to fight corruption 
and ensure transparency of public service delivery systems. The recent 
landmark Whistleblowers Protection Act, 2014 is another step in our efforts 
to create a society free of corruption. The Indian National Congress will 
give the highest priority to the passage of the following Bills:
1. The Right of Citizens for Time Bound Delivery of Goods and Services 
and Redressal of their Grievances Bill, 2011 has the potential to be the 
second RTI. We will ensure its passage. Redressal of public grievances at 
the grassroots level within a specified period of time is necessary to ensure 
good governance.
2. Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public Officials and Officials of Public 
International Organizations Bill 2011 to criminalise bribes offered by 
foreign officials and organisations.
3. The Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Bill, which enlarges the 
definition of taking a bribe and covering commercial organizations.
4. The Public Procurement Bill, 2012 regulates public procurement by all 
Ministries and Departments of the Central government, Central Public 
Sector Enterprises and bodies controlled by the Central government to 
ensure transparency, and fair and equitable treatment of bidders. This will 
promote competition and enhance efficiency in procurement processes.

18. Governance reforms
The Indian National Congress will give the highest priority to ensuring 
accessibility and transparency in governance systems.
The Indian National Congress will ensure that the recommendations of the 
second Administrative Reforms Commission are implemented in letter and 
spirit and monitored at every step.

electoral reforms
We will ensure appropriate electoral reforms to make the political process 
more transparent and accountable.
The Indian National Congress has always demonstrated its steadfast 
commitment to electoral reforms. This includes strengthening the legal 
and judicial framework for disqualifying those convicted of specified 
crimes, disqualifying persons convicted of crimes against women and 
weaker sections and disqualifying those who subvert the integrity of the 

electoral process.
1. The Indian National Congress is fully in favour of a special monitoring 
system for timely disposal of all cases involving elections, for introducing 
transparency in financing of political activities and in expanding state 
funding for elections.
2. The Indian National Congress will continue its efforts to enact the 
Women’s Reservation Bill to ensure one-third reservation for women in 
Parliament and State legislatures.
Police Reforms
The Indian National Congress will continue the process of police 
modernisation. We will ensure our police forces are well-trained and 
sensitive to the needs of the citizens.
The Indian National Congress believes that police administration must 
become more progressive and sensitive to the needs of people, particularly 
the poor and the weaker sections of society. Many recommendations have 
been made from time to time. The Judiciary has also made suggestions. We 
will accord the highest priority to instituting these reforms.
Legal and Judicial Reforms
We will bring in a new wave of far reaching legal and judicial reforms aimed 
at transforming the current legal system.
The Indian National Congress considers an independent judicial system 
as a corner stone of our Constitutional democracy and the guardian of 
the rights and liberties of our people and the values of our Constitution. 
A sound judicial system is also central to our economic growth and social 
transformation.
In the last ten years, UPA-I and UPA-II have delivered the largest and 
fastest expansion of our legal and judicial system ever in our history. 
The government has produced a clear road map for judicial reform and 
established a National Mission for Justice System Delivery and a National 
Court Management Systems Committee housed in the Supreme Court and 
operating under its auspices. The funding of the judicial system, including 
through funds made available by the Finance Commission, has witnessed 
a quantum increase. The number of judges increased by almost 50%. Fast-
track courts have been continued and supported. There has been significant 
investment in improving the infrastructure and the working conditions 
of judges. Judicial and legal education has been substantially expanded.
For the first time in decades, pendency of cases has begun to come down 
even as new filings have been going up. In the 2014-2019 period, the Indian 
National Congress will bring in a new wave of far reaching legal and judicial 
reforms aimed at transforming the current legal system.

Protection of Human rights
1. The Indian National Congress remains committed to the resolute defence 
of human rights in India consistent with our Constitution and with the 
international law and covenants.
2. The Indian National Congress will enact a law to ensure that consensual 
sexual relations between adults of the same-sex, are not criminalised.
Judicial Appointments
3. The Indian National Congress has introduced a Judicial Appointments 
Bill in Parliament establishing a new method of appointing judges through 
a Judicial Commission. The Bill will be enacted after consultation and 
consensus building over the mechanisms proposed in the Bill.
4. We will support all initiatives to make the higher and lower judiciaries 
truly representative of the diversity of our society, especially with respect 
to gender, caste, religion and region. This will be done in consultation with 
and with the guidance of the Chief Justice of India and his/her companion 
judges and without derogation from the independence of the judiciary.
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Judicial Accountability
5. The Congress-led UPA government introduced the Judicial Accountability 
Bill to bring about more transparency in the appointment of judges. We 
shall make every effort for the enactment of this bill at the earliest.

reducing Delays
6. The Indian National Congress government will support all measures 
taken by the judiciary to improve court management so as to ensure quick 
and timely disposal of cases. A strategy will be developed for disposing of 
long delayed cases. Due consideration will be given to expanding use of 
fast-track courts.

access to Justice
7. The Indian National Congress will continue and strengthen legal aid for 
the indigent. Additionally, we will also establish a cadre of public defenders 
who will assist indigent litigants from different social backgrounds.
8. We will continue to promote and strengthen Gram Nyayalayas across 
the country.

19. Internal Security
The Indian National Congress will continue to deal firmly with internal 
security threats.
The Indian National Congress has always given the highest priority to 
internal security. Over the last few years, spending has been increased, 
intelligence has been strengthened and more personnel have been recruited 
in police and paramilitary forces. As a result, overall incidence of crime 
has reduced. We will continue to pursue our internal security agenda with 
determination.
1. The Indian National Congress recognizes the fundamental need to give 
a sense of security to every Indian. It vows to mobilize all the resources of 
the State to maintain law and order and provide maximum possible security 
to all Indians, against both external and internal threats.
2. We will ensure that our police forces are fully equipped with the 
modern weapons and technology. Deployment of specialist battalions and 
recruitment of additional personnel will also be pursued.
3. We will continue to address the challenge of Left Wing Extremism with a 
firm hand. We will strengthen the numbers, equipment and infrastructure 
for our security forces posted in these areas, even as we continue to pursue 
a development agenda to empower the people in these areas.

20. Defence and Welfare of ex-Servicemen
The Indian National Congress is committed to rapid modernisation 
of our defence forces. India’s security preparedness will be based on a 
comprehensive security doctrine that combines conventional and strategic 
measures.
1. The continued and rapid modernization of our Defence Forces is 
imperative. The Indian National Congress shall ensure that this process 
of procuring the finest state-of-the-art equipment is carried out in an 
atmosphere of efficiency and full transparency.
2. India has emerged as one of the world’s largest importers of defence 
equipment; it is thus imperative to encourage indigenous manufacturing 
in every way. This will also generate substantial employment. To this end, 
we shall work towards giving a fresh impetus to upgrading our existing 
manufacturing capabilities while creating new avenues for expanding 
military capability.
3. The Indian National Congress has always given the highest priority to the 
welfare of Ex-Servicemen and their families. One of the first achievements of 
the first Indian National Congress-led UPA government was the creation of 
the Department of Ex-Servicemen’s Welfare. In pursuance of our continued 

commitment, the Indian National Congress led UPA-II has now fulfilled the 
long-standing demand of One Rank-One Pension, a key campaign promise 
of the Indian National Congress in 2009. This will bring tremendous relief 
to the families of Ex-Servicemen.
4. A “National Commission for Ex-Servicemen” will be established to 
provide a further impetus to programmes designed for the welfare of their 
families and expand opportunities for them in Nation building and other 
productive activities.
5. On the strategic front India will maintain a credible deterrence and 
second strike capability. We shall continue the missile programme to meet 
potential threats in the region.

21. Foreign Policy
The Indian National Congress is committed to the articulation and 
implementation of a robust and dynamic foreign policy.
The Indian National Congress remains committed to building peaceful, 
stable and mutually beneficial relations with all major powers and all our 
Asian neighbours.
1. India will continue to benefit from global opportunities and contribute 
to worldwide efforts in creating and managing institutions to deal with 
challenges like climate change and sustainable development, non-
proliferation, international trade and cross-border terrorism.
2. The Indian National Congress will strive to mobilize support for India’s 
permanent membership in the UN Security Council.
3. Global Terrorism must be combated with determination and cooperation. 
We will be engaged in creating a robust framework of intelligence sharing, 
cutting out financial flows to terrorist outfits, and stopping money 
laundering, to address the issue of terrorism.
4. India has emerged as a critical bridge between the developed world and 
the developing world, along with Brazil, China and South Africa. At the 
same time we have our own unique position that combines the cumulative 
heritage of Non-Aligned-Movement and its advocacy of freedom for 
African countries and steady support for Palestine. We will continue to 
support the goodwill nurtured for decades amongst socialist countries.
5. We will work to strengthen the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) framework and endeavour to meaningfully realise 
a South Asian economic community, as economic engagement is critical 
to realising the true potential of this region.
6. We expect to proceed with our mutual efforts with China to work 
through established instruments towards a resolution of differences of 
perception about the border and the Line of Actual Control (LAC), even as 
our economic cooperation and multi-lateral cooperation continue to grow. 
7. On Pakistan we will encourage the new government’s stated position 
to improve relations with India but calibrate the dialogue consistent 
with delivery on accountability for 26/11 as well as dismantling of the 
infrastructure of terrorism on Pakistani soil.
8. On Sri Lanka, we will engage with that country to ensure that the 
Tamilspeaking people and other minorities have full equality and equal 
rights under the law. We will continue to press the Government of Sri Lanka 
to implement the 13th Amendment and create autonomous provinces, 
especially the provinces of the North and the East. We will continue to 
extend all possible humanitarian and development assistance to enable 
the Tamil-speaking people and other minorities to rebuild their lives in a 
dignified manner. We will work with other countries, to prevail upon Sri 
Lanka to ensure a credible, objective, time-bound inquiry into allegations 
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of human rights violations and excesses committed by the Sri Lankan 
forces during the concluding phases of the operations against the LTTE.
9. For Afghanistan, we believe the real threat is not within but from 
terrorism from beyond its borders. If the peace process remains Afghan 
owned and Afghan driven, we will work to support it. 
10. Protecting Indians overseas from exploitation or threats will remain a 
paramount concern of the Indian National Congress.
For the Indian National Congress, a Manifesto is more than a catalogue of 
promises and pledges to be forgotten after elections are over.
It is an agenda for governance to be followed diligently and meticulously.
It is an agenda for good governance on which progress must be reported 
to the people of the country, regularly, in a transparent manner.
It is in this spirit that the Congress-led UPA government has been releasing 
a “Report to the People” every year. This will continue.
The 2014 Lok Sabha elections will offer stark choices.

On the one side is the Indian National Congress with its long track record of 
achievements and accomplishments, with its vision and values bequeathed 
to it by a most remarkable generation of Indians led by Mahatma Gandhi.

an appeal
On the other side is an ideology of hate, bigotry and prejudice, an ideology 
that negates the very idea of India that has been cherished by us for 
centuries.
On the one side is the Indian National Congress, which celebrates and 
rejoices in the multitude of diversities of India.
On the other side is an ideology that seeks to impose uniformity in the 
name of unity.
A vote for the Indian National Congress is a vote for fulfilling the aspirations 
of the youth of our nation, for ensuring that women lead a life of dignity.
Economic growth, social harmony, empowerment of weaker sections and 
strengthening of democratic institutions have to all go hand-in-hand.
It is only the Indian National Congress that will, by its very character, 
ensure that this happens. v
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gEnERAL ELECTIOns - 2014
pOLL DAys & CORREspOnDIng sChEDuLE (LOK sAbhA)

sl. poll Event
poll Days

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
schedule-1 schedule-2 schedule-3A schedule-3b schedule-4 schedule-5 schedule-6 schedule-7 schedule-8 schedule-9

1
announcement 
& Issue of Press 

note

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

2
Issue of 

notification

14 Mar 
2014 

(Friday)

15 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

15 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

13 Mar 
2014 

(Thursday)

19 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

19 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

29 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

02 apr 2014 
(Wednesday)

12 apr 2014 
(saturday)

17 apr 2014 
(Thursday)

3
Last date 
for filing 

nominations

21 Mar 
2014 

(Friday)

22 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

22 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

20 Mar 
2014 

(Thursday)

26 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

26 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

05 Apr 2014 
(saturday)

09 apr 2014 
(Wednesday

19 apr 2014 
(saturday)

24 apr 2014 
(Thursday)

4
scrutiny of 

nominations

22 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

24 Mar 
2014 

(Monday)

24 Mar 
2014 

(Monday)

21 Mar 
2014 

(Friday)

27 Mar 
2014 

(Thursday)

27 Mar 
2014 

(Thursday)

07 apr 2014 
(Monday)

10 apr 2014 
(Thursday)

21 apr 2014 
( Monday)

25 Apr 2014 
(Friday)

5
Last date for 
withdrawal of 
Candidature

24 Mar 
2014 

(Monday)

26 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

26 Mar 
2014 

(Wednesday)

24 Mar 
2014 

(Monday)

29 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

29 Mar 
2014 

(saturday)

09 apr 2014 
(Wednesday)

12 apr 2014 
(saturday)

23 apr 2014 
(Wednesday)

28 apr 2014 
(Monday)

6 date of Poll
07 apr 2014 

(Monday)
09 apr 2014 
(Wednesday)

10 apr 2014 
(Thursday)

10 apr 2014 
(Thursday)

12 apr 2014 
(saturday)

17 apr 2014 
(Thursday)

24 apr 2014 
(Thursday)

30 apr 2014 
(Wednesday)

07 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

12 May 
2014 

(Monday)

7
Counting of 

Votes on

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

16 May 
2014 

(Friday)

8

date before 
which the 

election shall be 
Completed

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

28 May 
2014 

(Wednesday)

number of PCs 6 7 86 6 5 122 117 89 64 41
no of states/UTs 
In each schedule

2 5 13 1 3 13 12 9 7

NOTE:
a) Schedule 3B is only for Bihar (Separate schedule was required due to holiday on 22 Mar 2014)
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GENERAL ELECTIONS-2014
NUMBER OF PCs VOTING ON DIFFERENT POLLING DATES IN STATES & UNION TERRITORIES

State/UT No of PCs Poll Day No/ Date of Poll / Day of the week
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

07/04/14 09/04/14 10/04/14 12/04/14 17/04/14 24/04/14 30/04/14 07/05/14 12/05/14
Mon Wed Thu Sat Thu Thu Wed Wed Mon

Andhra Pradesh 42 17  25
Arunachal Pradesh 2 2
Assam 14 5 3 6
Bihar 40 6 7 7 7 7 6
Chhattisgarh 11 1 3 7
Goa 2 2
Gujarat 26 26
Haryana 10 10
Himachal Pradesh 4 4
Jammu & Kashmir 6 1 1 1 1 2
Jharkhand 14 5 5 4
Karnataka 28 28
Kerala 20 20
Madhya Pradesh 29 9 10 10
Maharashtra 48 10 19 19
Manipur 2 1 1
Meghalaya 2 2
Mizoram 1 1
Nagaland 1 1
Odisha 21 10 11
Punjab 13 13
Rajasthan 25 20 5
Sikkim 1 1
Tamil Nadu 39 39
Tripura 2 1 1
Uttar Pradesh 80 10 11 12 14 15 18
Uttarakhand 5 5
West Bengal 42 4 6 9 6 17
A & N Islands 1 1
Chandigarh 1 1
Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli 1 1

Daman & Diu 1 1
Lakshadweep 1 1
NCT of Delhi 7 7
Puducherry 1 1
Total PCs 543 6 7 92 5 122 117 89 64 41
No of States/UTs in 
each Poll Day 2 5 14 3 13 12 9 7 3

No. of States and UTs 
polling in States/UTs PCs

Single poll date 21 167
Two poll dates 5 92

Three poll dates 5 116
Five poll dates 2 48
Six poll dates 2 120

Total 35 543

eleCTIon SCHeDUle
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The Ministry of Human Resource Development has two 
Departments i.e. Department of School Education & 
Literacy and the Department of Higher Education. The 

vision of the Department of School Education & Literacy is to 
ensure education of equitable quality for all to fully harness the 
Nation’s human potential, and the vision of the Department of 
Higher Education is to realize India’s human resource potential 
to its fullest in the education sector, with equity and excellence. 
A good quality human resource base is extremely important in 
today’s highly competitive environment. The very concept of 
development in the past two decades has evolved in this direction 
which has moved from income and income distribution to human 
resource development. 

FoCUS
The three pillars of expansion, equity, excellence has been the thrust 
areas to bring India’s education sector up to global standards. The 
shift in the focus from quantity to quality is clearly evident in the 
major initiatives like Sakshar Bharat, RMSA and RUSA.

PolICY InITIaTIVe 
As recognition of our vision, a number of initiatives are being taken 
by the HRD Ministry both at School and higher education levels. 

The Ministry’s endeavour has also been to achieve Education for 
All. Special emphasis is laid on education  of  children  belonging  
to  disadvantaged groups and simultaneously to provide greater 
opportunities for access to quality higher education by investing in 
infrastructure and faculty, promoting academic reforms, improving 
governance and institutional restructuring.   

 The ongoing Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) has been aligned with 
the provisions of the RTE Act with a shift in focus from quantity 
to quality. 

While the focus of The National Literacy Mission of Government 
of India initiated in 1988 was on eradicating illiteracy, by imparting 
functional literacy among non-literate population, it has now 
been extended beyond literacy and basic education (equivalency 
to formal education) to vocational education (skill development), 
physical and emotional development, sports, and recreation, 
Adolescent Reproductive and Sexual Health (ARSH) etc. through 
the Total Literacy Campaign (TLC), and ‘Saakshar Bharat’ — the 
new variant of National Literacy Mission (NLM).

Saakshar Bharat, a centrally sponsored scheme was launched 
in September, 2009 with prime focus on women and other 

EDuCATIOn unDER upA

disadvantaged groups in rural areas of 
low literacy States/UT. During the 12th  
Five Year Plan, it shall strive to raise 
the literacy rate to 80% and reduce the 
gender gap to less than 10%. Saakshar 
Bharat will give special focus on young 
adults and out of school adolescents for 
a paradigm shift from basic literacy to 
lifelong learning.

The Indian higher education sector, too, 
has grown phenomenally, both by way of 
size and diversity of service providers. 
However, still the gender and social gap in enrolments is high. This 
calls for continued expansion of higher education in the light of a 
growing middle class, the demographic bulge at lower age cohorts, 
increasing school graduates and a global demand for well educated 
and skilled workers in future.

MaJor InITIaTIVeS 
RIGHT OF CHILDREN TO   FREE AND COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION (RTE)

The one of the major achievements of the UPA government 
under the leadership of Congress has been the enactment of the 
RTE. Article 21-A of the Constitution of India and its consequent 
legislation, the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 
Education (RTE) Act, 2009 became operative in the country on 1st 
April 2010. This development implies that every child has a right 
to elementary education of satisfactory and equitable quality in a 
formal school which satisfies certain essential norms and standards. 

Further, The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education 
(Amendment) Act, 2012 was passed by the Parliament and has come 
into force with effect from 1st August, 2012.   The Amendment to 
the Act inter alia provides:

i)      Inclusion of:

· ‘children   with   disabilities’   within   the meaning   o f   c hild   
b elonging   to disadvantaged group

· Children   suffering   from   cerebral   palsy, autism and multiple 
disabilities as defined under          National Trust Act

· option of home based education for children with severe and 
multiple disabilities; however, to be used as a preparatory step 
to schooling.

Dr Manjunath GN

UPa aCHIeVeMenTS
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Sarva Shiksha abhiyan (SSa) For elementary 
education
(SSA) was launched as a flagship program of the Government 
to provide a comprehensive policy and budgetary framework 
to achieve the goal of universalization of elementary education. 
Presently SSA is funded primarily from Central budget. 

The biggest and by far the most historic development during 
UPA government and during   SSA   have   been enactment   and 
implementation of the RTE Act, by the UPA government, making 
free and compulsory education a fundamental and justifiable right. 
The Government has taken steps to align the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan  
(SSA)  with  the RTE  Act. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is implemented 
as India’s main programme for universalising elementary education. 

The RTE-Sarva Shiksha Avhiyan) lays a special focus on the 
children of disadvantaged social groups (SC, ST, OBC & Minority 
communities). It provides for development of context specific 
interventions/ strategies for education of these target groups. 

aCHIeVeMenTS
 UNDER RTE-SSA

• The enrollment of SC children increased substantially leading 
to a significant drop in the number of out-of-school SC children 
from 8.2% in 2005 to 5.9% in 2009. 

• Similarly, there is reduction in the percentage of out-of-school 
ST children from 9.5% in 2005 to 5.2% in 2009. 

• In the case of children from Muslim minorities, the percentage 
of out-of-school children is reduced from 10% to 7.7% in the 

same period. 

• This has been possible due to awareness among parents towards 
access to education and role of the States to make more and more 
schools available to SC, ST and Muslim minority children.

• The focus is no more only on the quantitative expansion of 
institutions and enrolment but equal emphasis is being laid 
on  the  quality  improvement.  The wide ranging benefits of 
elementary education from contribution to economic growth, 
overcoming economic and social inequalities, empowerment, 
reduction of population growth and fertility to child health via 
mother’s schooling has weighed heavily in the evolution of a 
consensual view of elementary education as a fundamental right. 

• The Government has launched the year long ‘Shiksha ka Haq 
Abhiyan’(SKHA), with the aims to raise public awareness about 
the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, and mobilize the entire 
nation around RTE with activities taking place from the national 
to village level. 

Major Achievements for RTE-SSA during the calender year 2013 
are given below:-

· 19.97 crore chidren enrolled in elementary schools in 2012-13

· Scheduled Castes account for 20% of the total enrolment.

· Schedued Tribes account for 11% of the total enrolment.

· Reduction in average annual drop out rate from 9.1% in 2009-10 
to 5.6% in 2012-13.

· 1.98 lakh primary and 1.09 lakh upper primary schools 
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sanctioned up to December, 2013 since inception of SSA.

· 19.84 lakh teachers’ post sanctioned upto December 2013 under 
SSA.

MID DaY Meal (MDM) SCHeMe
With a view to enhancing enrollment, retention and attendance and 
simultaneously improving nutritional levels among children, the 
National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education 
(NP-NSPE) was launched as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme on 
15th August 1995.

The Mid-Day Meal Scheme covers children of Classes I-VIII 
studying in Government, Local Body, Government aided and 
National Child Labour Project schools and the centres run under 
Education Guarantee Scheme (EGS)/Alternative & Innovative 
Education (AIE) centres including Madarsas/Maktabs supported 
under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). 

It is the largest school feeding programme in the world, covering 
10.44 crore children in 12.12 lakh elementary schools across the 
country.

The Office of the Supreme Court Commissioners has observed 
that the MDM is one of the more successful entitlement schemes 
of GOI and has resulted in an increase in enrollment and retention 
of children in primary schools.

Based   o n   t he recommendations of the Working Group on 
Elementary Education for 12th Plan, Planning Commission has 
proposed to extend the MDM Scheme to unaided Private Schools 
in special   f ocus   areas by  Children  studying  in  25,117  private  
unaided schools in SC/ST and Minority concentrated areas. 

An amount of Rs. 10557 crore has been released as on 31.12.2013 
to States/UTs against the outlay of Rs. 13215 crore

DIreCT BeneFIT TranSFer (DBT) 
SYSTeM
The Government of India has launched Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT) Scheme/System in 2013 under which 34 schemes across 
the eight Ministries/Departments have been selected for DBT 
implementation in 43 pilot districts of 16 States/UTs. It envisages 
direct transfer of funds to beneficiary account through the Aadhaar 
Payment Bridge (APB). Three schemes viz. National Means-cum-
Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS), National Scheme of Incentive 
to Girls for Secondary Education (NSIGSE) and Central Scheme 
of Scholarship for College and University Students are covered 
under DBT. 

SaaKSHar BHaraT (aDUlT eDUCaTIon)
Adult education is indispensable as it supplements the efforts to 
enhance and sustain literacy levels through  formal  education.  
Despite  significant  accomplishments  of  the  National Literacy 
Mission, illiteracy continues to be an area of national concern. 
In view of this, after a protracted process of countrywide 
consultation with stakeholders ‘Saakshar Bharat’ has been devised 
as the new variant of National Literacy Mission. It is a centrally 
sponsored scheme of Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD), formally launched by the Prime Minister of India on the 
International Literacy Day, 8th September, 2009. 

The scheme aims to further promote and strengthen Adult 
Education, specially of women and to reduce the gap between 
male and female literacy to not more than 10 percentage points, 
by extending educational opportunities to those adults who lack 
access to formal education and have crossed the standard age for 
receiving such education. 

Major Achievement under Saakshar Bharat during the calender year 
2013is that 73,57,805 Adult Learners have been certified literates 
through assessments conducted in March and August in 2013 by 
National Institute of Open Schooling(NIOP), New Delhi.

MaDHYaMIK  SHIKSHa  aBHIYan (rMSa) 
The (RMSA) scheme was launched in March, 2009 with the 
objective to enhance access to secondary education and to improve 
its quality. RMSA is a scheme for universalisation of access to and 
improvement of quality at the secondary and higher secondary 
stage. Secondary Education received fresh impetus with the launch 
of Rashtriya Madhyamika Shiksha Abhiyan. It was launched to 
enhance access and improve quality in education with definite 
time targets i.e., reaching universal access by 2017 and universal 
retention by 2020. It also aimed at removing socio-economic, 
gender and disability barriers in the course of attaining the set 
targets. 

Under the RMSA, it’s visualized to improve not only physical 
facilities, but also quality aspects related to schools and equity 
aspects to facilitate the participation of SC/ST and minority groups 
etc. The financing of the RMSA scheme for the 1st year of 12th 
Plan period is 75:25 between the Centre and States. For the North-
Eastern states however, it would be in ratio of 90:10. 

Major Achievements during the calender year 2013 are given 
below:- 

• An amount of Rs. 2573.78 crore has been released as on 
31.12.2013, against a budget outlay of Rs. 3983 crore for 2013-
14.

• New 142 Secondary School Buildings constructed.

• In the existing secondary schools, infrastructure has been built 
for 1099 additional class rooms, 355 science laboratory, 347 
Classroom, 515 library etc.

HIGHer eDUCaTIon
Higher education contributes to national development through 
dissemination of specialized knowledge and skills. Being at the 
apex of the educational pyramid, it has also a key role to play in 
producing teachers for the education system. In the context of 
the unprecedented explosion of knowledge, higher education has 
to become more dynamic as never before, constantly entering 
uncharted domain areas. 

The improvement in higher education is being brought through 
restructuring academic programmes to ensure their relevance 
to modern market demands; domestic and global linkages with 
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employers and external advisory resource support groups and 
tracer studies. During the period 2011-12, Government initiated 
programmes for providing greater opportunities of access to quality 
higher education through greater investment in infrastructure and 
recruitment of adequate and good quality faculty. 

aCHIeVeMenTS In HIGHer eDUCaTIon
• In fact, the period 2010-2011 witnessed steady growth in higher 

education system of the country. As per the first provisional 
report of All India Survey on Higher Education(AISHE), the 
Gross Enrolment Ratio in 2010-11 (estimated) was 18.8.

• The number of universities/university level institutions 
including distance teaching universities is 723 and 33023 
colleges including 3982 colleges for women. 

• In fact, during the XI Plan period (2006-07 to 2011-12) 
the   growth in total number of higher education institutions 
(central, state and private) is 10.3 per cent i.e. the number of 
HEIs increased from 29384 (2006-07) to 46430(2011-12) (Vol. 
3, XII FYP).

• Similarly the student enrolment has increased tremendously 
during the academic year 2010-11. The total number of students 
enrolled in the formal system i.e. University and colleges is 
reported as 169.75 lakh, in addition the enrolment in distance 
teaching institutions was estimated to be 37.45 lakh. The growth 
rate of enrolment during the XI Plan period is found to be 9.5 
percent for degree and diploma programs combined, enrolment 
increased from 138.50 lakh to 217.86 lakh (Vol.3, XII FYP). 

• Also, the growth in ODL Programmes increased from 27.41 
lakh to 42.01 lakh (growth rate 8.9 percent) during the period 
2006-07 to 2010-11. Out of total 169.75 lakh students, 90 % of 
under graduate students and 71 % of post graduate students  
were enrolled in affiliated colleges while the remaining were 
enrolled in university departments and its constituent colleges. 

• The share of students at UG level was 86.11 percent; 12.07 
percent at PG level; 1.01 percent at Dip/Certificate level and 0.81 
per cent were enrolled in doctoral programmes. The number 
of women students enrolled at all levels was 71 for every 100 
men students enrolled. Out of total students 72 percent were 
enrolled in Arts-Commerce-Sciences while the number enrolled 
in professional courses was 28 per cent.

raSHTrIYa UCCHaTar SHIKSHa 
aBHIYan (rUSa) For HIGHer 
eDUaCaTIon
The success of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) has laid a strong foundation 
for primary and secondary education in India. International Labour 
Organization (ILO) has predicted that by 2020, India will have 116 
million workers in the age bracket of 20 to 24 years, as compared to 
China’s 94 million. This trend is very significant on the grounds that 
what matters is not the size of the population, but its age structure. 
It would be a lost opportunity if this dividend in not converted 
into an advantage. Herein lies the significance of higher education. 
An educated and productive workforce is what we must strive to 

achieve through a concerted effort to improve quality and relevance 
of higher education. Keeping the global needs and demand in mind 
and based on the recommendations of the Committee of CABE 
on University Reforms, a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) 
named Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) has been 
envisioned during the 12th Plan, for improving higher education. 
The XIIth Plan continues to maintain focus on higher education 
in the country, to make it more relevant to the global needs and 
to remove the inequities in access to education amongst various 
social groups. The most significant paradigm shift proposed by the 
Planning Commission is in the arena of funding of state higher 
education system. 

RUSA is an umbrella mission mode project scheme that would 
subsume other existing schemes in the sector. The key objectives of 
RUSA are to improve access, equity and quality in higher education 
through planned development of higher education at the State level, 
by creating academic institutions that are self reliant in terms of 
quality management, have a greater inclination towards research 
and provides students with education that is relevant to them as 
well as the Nation as a whole. 

The achievements of Department of Higher Education, during the 
XI Five Year Plan, are as under:

· In addition, Sixteen Central Universities have been established 
which include conversion of three state universities in the states 
of Chattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Uttrakhand.  

· Seven new Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) have been 
established at Meghalaya, Haryana, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttrakhand and Rajasthan.

· 10 new National Institutes of Technology (NITs) have been 
established at Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Goa, Delhi, Uttarakhand and 
Puducherry. As on date, there are approximately 1600 students 
pursuing undergraduate programs. 

· Five Indian Institutes of Science Education & Research (IISERs) 
have been established with objective of promoting excellence in 
science education, at Mohali (Punjab), Kolkata (West Bengal), 
Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala) and 
Pune (Maharashtra).  

· Nine new Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) in the States 
of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Orissa, Punjab, Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and IT-BHU converted to 
an IIT.

· 20 Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs) are to be 
set up, out of which ten have been approved under PPP Mode in 
the State of Assam, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil 
Nadu and Tripura.

· The National Mission on Education through Information and 
Communication Technology (NMEICT)  was launched in 
2009 with outlay of Rs. 4612 crores with the aim of leveraging 
technology to reach out to the remotest corners of the country 
and also to improve quality of education. A total of 402 
Universities and 20427 Colleges have been provided with 
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connectivity under the scheme.

· Agreement has been signed with UNESCO for establishment of 
Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace & Sustainable 
Development This is first Category-I Institute of UNESCO in 
the entire Asia-Pacific Region established at New Delhi. It will 
serve as a platform for India to emerge as a global leader in the 
areas of education for Peace and Sustainable Development. 

· ‘AAKASH-2’, a Low Cost Access-cum-computing Devices(LCAD) 
has been launched which is powered by processor running at 
1Ghz, has 512 MB RAM, a 7” capacitive touch screen and a 
battery which works for 3 hours. 

· With a view to promote skill development, 287 new polytechnics 
have been established under the submission on polytechnics and 
457 existing Polytecnics have been provided financial assistance 
for their strengthening. 

· The Indian higher education sector has grown manifold, both 
by way of size and diversity of service providers. So much so 
that India today stands at number one in the world in terms of 
number of higher education institutions and number three in 
terms of enrolment, coming next to only China and the U.S. 
The system is now more mass-based and democratized with 
one third to 40% of enrolments coming from lower socio-
economic strata, and women comprising of over 40% of the 
total enrolments.   

lITeraCY GroWTH 2001-2011
· There has been a substantial progress in literacy with the 

planned intervention and sustained effort from 64.83 per cent 
in 2001 to 74.04 per cent in 2011, an increase of 9.21 percentage 
points.

· Significantly, there has been a significant jump in the female 
literacy, from 53.67 per cent (2001) to 65.46 percent (2011) in 
comparison to the male literacy of 75.26 per cent to 82.14 per 
cent during the same period. Hence, female literacy increased at 
a faster of 11.79 per cent than that of males with 6.88 per cent. 
The gap of 21.59 percentage points reported between male and 
female literacy rates in 2001 census has been reduced to 16.68 
percentage points in 2011. All this indicates that the gender gap 
is shrinking in the country, which is a positive sign.   

· The literacy rates among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
have increased, but the literacy rate among Muslims is a cause 
of concern. The government has been making every effort to 
reduce the disparities through focus on backward areas and 
groups of population.

GoalS enVISaGeD In 12TH FIVe Year 
Plan 
· During the Twelfth Plan Period, efforts are to be made to provide 

basic literacy to 70 million non-literates, basic education to 3 
million adults, and vocational skill development training to 20 
million adults. 

· During the XII Five Year Plan, the Department of Higher 
Education proposes to continue its focus on the three E’s of 

expansion, equity and excellence with a greater emphasis on 
quality of higher education, while consolidating the gains of 
the Eleventh Plan. 

· A major new initiative is the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) 
of Rashstriya Uchhatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) launched to 
provide strategic financial assistance to State institutions.  The 
total outlay for the scheme in the XII Plan is Rs. 25,000 crore 
of which a sum of Rs. 500 cr. has been provided in Annual Plan 
2013-14. 

· Central University for Women: A model Central University 
exclusively for women, which will set the pace for all round 
growth and development of Women in the country, is to 
be established at Rae Bareilly, U.P. A Bill has already been 
introduced in Lok Sabha on 20.8.2013.

· Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education is now 
around 19 as per AISHE report and during the XII Plan period, 
the enrolment target has been kept as additional 10 million 
enrolments which would take the GER to 25.2% by the end of 
XII Plan. We expect to reach 30% GER by 2020 which will be 
almost the world average.

· The Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) was 
launched with definite time targets of achieving universal 
secondary school access by 2017 and universal retention by 
2020.

Major Achievements during the calender year 2013 are given 
below:-

• National Literacy Mission Authority has been awarded the 
Internationally acclaimed King Sejong Literacy Prize 2013 by 
UNESCO for Saakshar Bharat Programme.  The award of the 
UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize consists of a Silver Medal, 
a diploma and a Cheque of US $ 20,000.

• Jan Shikshan Sansthans:- Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSSs) provide 
vocational training to non-literate, neo-literate, as well as school 
dropouts by identifying such skills as would have a market in the 
region of their establishment. In order to improve functioning 
of JSS, standardization of curriculum of Vocational Courses has 
been undertaken through NIFT and other reputed agencies. 

• Now the Saakshar Bharat programme has been included in the 
XII Five Year Plan (2012-17). 

• 73,57,805 Adult Learners have been certified literates through 
assessments conducted in March and August in 2013 by National 
Institute of Open Schooling, New Delhi.

• The provisional report for AISHE 2011-12 has recently been 
finalised according to which Gross Enrolment Ration(GER) in 
higher education of the country is 20.4. AISHE 2012-13 has been 
also launched on 3rd September 2013

• In order to promote Adult Education & Skill Development 
through the voluntary sector, a modified scheme, namely, Scheme 
of Support to Voluntary Agencies for Adult Education and Skill 
Development, has been put in place with effect from 1st April, 
2009. The main objective of the Scheme is to secure extensive 
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as well as intensive involvement of the 
voluntary sector in the endeavour of 
the Government to promote functional 
l i t e r a c y,  s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e nt  a n d 
continuing education among adults, 
under the overall umbrella of Saakshar 
Bharat. The scheme encompasses three 
components, namely, State Resource 
Centres, Jan Shikshan Sansthans and 
Assistance to Voluntar y Agencies.  
Around 3.25 lakh Learners have been 
benefited through different vocational 
training programmes conducted by JSS 
during the calendar year 2013.

• A Memorandum of Understanding(MOU) 
was s igned between the Nat ional 
Literacy Mission Authority and Election 
Commission of India on 21st May, 
2013 in order to collaborate in their 
endeavours to sensitize and make aware 
adults, specially the vulnerable and 
disadvantaged including women, SCs, 
STS & Minorities in NLMA covered 
districts about their electoral rights 
and related processes about exercise of 
franchise. 

The Election Commission has announced 
the 16th general election to Lok Sabha 
and Assembly elections in three states, 
to be held in nine phases in the month of 
April and May, 2014. The Congress party 
will be seeking support from the voters by 
highlighting what Congress party has done 
in the last ten years. 

In the last ten years, the UPA government 
led by Congress initiated and executed 
great concepts like Bharat Nirman and 
its six components (irrigation, roads, 
housing, water supply, electrification and 
telecommunication connectivity) and 
other Flagship programmes like National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, 
National Rural Health Mission, Sarva 
Siksha Abhiyan, Mid-day Meal Scheme, 
Rajiv Gandhi Drinking Water Mission, 
Integrated Child Development Services, 
and Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 
Renewal Mission, aimed at inclusive 
growth and development and to build a 
prosperous, equitable and humane nation. 
These have been complemented by specific 
policies for inclusion of SCs, STs, minority 
and women. 

Ex-servicemen meeting Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi at Jawahar Bhawan a few 
days before the UPA govt. announced One Rank One Pension (OROP) for ex-servicemen.

COngREss vICE pREsIDEnT mEETIng wITh Ex-sERvICEmEn

The 11th Five Year Plan shifted the 
economy to a path of faster and more 
inclusive growth. The Congress party 
adopted ‘rapid and inclusive growth’ as 
its core theme in the 11th and 12th Five 
Year Plan as well with the objective of 
ensuring that growth is widely spread so 
that its benefits are adequately shared by 
the poor and weaker sections of the society, 
especially SC, ST, minority as well as 
women and children. Along with inclusive 
growth, the Education, in particular, was 
accorded priority during 11th Five Year 
Plan period.

On the other side, the opposition, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, instead of playing 
the role of constructive, time and again 
resorted to the politics of disruption in the 
parliament and the politics of boycotting 
the parliament sessions. In fact, this 
strategy of BJP has hampered the national 
development and nation building process 
at large.  

The UPA government led by Congress 
party, in its effort to serve people, during 
these ten years has taken several significant 
initiatives. In Fact, the Right to Information 
Act, enacted in 2005, one of the biggest 
achievements of the UPA. The RTI has 
significantly contributed towards greater 
transparency and accountability in public 

life. The UPA’s the Right of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) 
Act, 2009, which became operative in 
the country on 1st April 2010 will have 
far-reaching implications for elementary 
education system in the years to come in 
terms of achieving Universal Elementary 
Education and in turn it will have great 
impact on the nation. In fact, Bharat 
Nirman and other flagship programmes 
are making India stronger and stable 
by building infrastructure, generating 
employment and improving the basic 
amenities in both rural and urban India.

The Congress party adopted the path of 
‘fast, sustainable and inclusive growth’ 
to bring in broad base development and 
to bridge the divide between regions, 
between rural-urban and between people 
in every sector of the economy. So that 
every individual, an aam aadmi is able 
to contribute and play a role in building 
stronger economy and a much stronger 
self-reliant India. Congress Party always 
stood and worked for building a strong self-
reliant secular India and empowerment of 
women, poor and the under privileged. A 
vote for Congress is a vote for growth and 
development, also a vote for Congress is a 
vote for peace and harmony. v

The author is an advisor in HRD Ministry
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VIeWPoInT

The idea of India is thrilling because it captures the country’s 
heterogeneity, encapsulates every period of its history and 
focuses on fulfilling the aspirations of more than a billion 

people. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was among those who laid the 
foundation of this very idea of India. Essential to Patel’s idea of India 
was a democratic polity and pluralistic society. 

The RSS’s idea of India on the other hand is the complete anti-thesis of 
Patel’s. This can best be understood by reading some of the statements 
of M. S. Golwalkar (RSS’s second sarsanghchalak), during whose reign 
Narendra Modi was a pracharak. Golwalkar believed, as stated in ‘We, 
or Our Nation Defined’, that non-Hindus of Hindustan must be “wholly 
subordinated to the Hindu nation, claiming nothing, de-serving no 
privileges, far less any preferential treatment - not even citizens’ rights.” 

Given the inherent contradiction in Patel’s and RSS’s philosophy, the 
sudden appropriation of this national icon by BJP is sheer political 
opportunism. 

Modi, who joined RSS when he was 15, is deeply influenced by its 
philosophy. He has stated that he was fortunate to have been an RSS 
swayamsevak and imbibed the outfit’s values. Modi has said, “I can say 
for sure that what is best in me, finest in me, is due in large part to my 
training with the RSS.” 

Patel believed RSS’s ideology to be poisonous. He wrote to his cabinet 
colleague Shyama Prasad Mookerjee on July 18, 1948: “Our reports do 
confirm that, as a result of the activities of these two bodies, particularly 
the former (RSS), an atmosphere was created in the country in which 
such a ghastly tragedy (Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination) became 
possible. The activities of the RSS constituted a clear threat to the 
existence of government and the state.”

The government, with Patel as home minister, promptly banned RSS 
on February 4, 1948. Some argue that it was Patel who lifted the ban 
on RSS, but conveniently forget that this was done on certain strict 
conditions in July 1949. 

Central to this agreement was that “RSS should adopt a written and 
published constitution, restrict itself to culture, forswear violence and 
secrecy, profess loyalty to India’s flag and Constitution and provide for 
a democratic organization.” 

That Modi today is proud of RSS’s values, which Sardar Saheb held 
responsible for the Mahatma’s death, is telling. It is even more surprising 
that Modi chooses (rather deceitfully) to suddenly be an ardent follower 
of Sardar Saheb, given that during the third year of his RSS training 
he lived with a senior functionary of the outfit. The functionary’s son, 
Mohan Bhagwat, is now RSS sarsanghchalak. 

pRETEnDER TO pATEL’s LEgACy: 
mODI wAnTs A sTATuE fOR hIm buT 

buRIEs hIs IDEA Of InDIA

If Modi has had a genuine change of heart, 
is he willing to openly denounce RSS? This 
brings us to a more fundamental point. If for a 
moment we (disregarding history and looking 
beyond every iota of reason) assume that this 
change of heart has happened, what did Modi 
do before this to honour the Sardar? 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh inaugurated 
a museum honouring Patel. The construction 
of the museum, conceptualised by the Sardar Patel Memorial Society 
and supported by the government, was made possible by generous 
donations from the people of Gujarat. The Modi-led Gujarat 
government did not contribute a single rupee to the cause. 

Where was the admiration for Patel at this time? Or was a museum 
commemorating Patel not an appropriate honour? BJP’s prime 
ministerial candidate has twisted the truth, repeatedly stating that 
Congress had forgotten Patel. One of the most important police 
institutes - National Police Academy - was established under Congress 
rule and is named ‘Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy’. 

Congress associated Patel’s name with the Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation building in 1956. It was the same Congress which 
associated Sardar’s name with the Narmada dam project that is Gujarat’s 
lifeline. Congress also named Ahmedabad airport after Sardar Saheb. 

Apart from the fundamentally different ideology, Patel’s style of 
administration is also intrinsically dissimilar to Modi’s. It is known to 
one and all that Gujarat’s CM believes in one-man rule and an autocratic 
style of functioning. Patel was a believer in collective leadership. 
“Having selected his men, Patel trusted them entirely to implement his 
policy. Sardar never assumed that he knew everything and he never 
adopted a policy without full and frank consultation,” Sardar’s home 
secretary V P Menon had said. 

If Modi did truly understand Patel’s philosophy, the Rs 3,500 crore 
he wants to spend on his statue, billed to be taller than the Statue 
of Liberty, could have been used towards a scheme to benefit the 
people. The Gujarat government could have then named it after Patel.  
Pretenders to Patel’s legacy should introspect. They should avoid being 
ignorant about history and committed to telling the truth. If they do 
desire to emulate Patel, they should do so in a holistic manner and 
look at what the Sardar dedicated his life to: a united India, which has 
space for everyone, irrespective of caste, creed, language, ethnicity and, 
most importantly, religion. v

The author  is an AICC General  Secretary  and   
former Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh.
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CoMMenT

International Women’s Day is a symbol 
of women empowerment as it signifies 
freedom of women from bondage and 

centuries-old injustice done to them. It is 
celebrated every year on March 8, in the honour 
of women, their dreams and achievements.

The day is all about the celebration of being 
a woman and to exult in the glory of the 
multiple roles that the modern woman plays 
par excellence. The entire purpose of the 
struggle behind the IWD, was to protest against 
men who chose to ignore the capabilities of 
womenfolk throughout the world.

The position of women in traditional Indian society can be measured 
by their autonomy in decision making and by the degree of access they 
have to the outside world. By these measures, Indian women, even 
today, fare poorly. The status of women in modern India is a sort of 
a paradox. Tormented and subjugated throughout all times and ages, 
women have fought their way through exploitation, harassment and to a 
certain extent, have managed to secure their rights in the public domain. 

If on one hand, she is excelling in different walks of life, as a doctor, 
academician, engineer, a corporate woman, or even as a truck driver, 
taxi or auto driver, or a farmer – which were considered to be male 
bastions earlier, on the other hand, she is mutely suffering the violence 
afflicted on her by her own family members or by society in general. 
What truly exposes the ingrained and unchanged nature of attitudes 
towards women is the accelerating violence against women even as 
society gets more enlightened. While violence was always an instrument 
used to suppress women, recent trends show a dramatic rise in crimes 
like rape, molestation, abduction, kidnapping, acid attacks, dowry 
deaths, trafficking and so on reflecting a pathological mindset becoming 
more pervading in society.

On the one hand, they have been venerated for their ability to give 
birth, to create life while society has consistently sought to regulate 
and control their existence on the other. Whether she is a homemaker, 
a labourer or a corporate achiever, she is tied with stereotypes and 
constraints set for her by the society. Gender discrimination and 
consequent gender-based violence is the biggest challenge today faced 
by the society as it’s women are victim of violence from birth or even 
before that, till death in the form of female foeticide and infanticide, 
domestic violence, dowry deaths, honour killings, sexual harassment 
at workplaces and other forms of abuse which is happening not only 
outside but also inside our homes.

It is felt that women in India continue to suffer due to illiteracy, 
oppressive practices and customs and lack of awareness of rights. There 
is a constant fall in the sex ratio and the infant mortality among girl 
children and their dropout rate from educational institutions is high. 
The literacy rate among women continues to be low.

InTERnATIOnAL wOmEn’s DAy: 
A DAy Of CELEbRATIOn OR A 
REmInDER?

Today women have access to education, they have job opportunities and 
are enjoying freedom to express themselves on social networking sites, 
yet we have endless examples of injustice done to them in the name of 
family honour, traditions and customs and thus depriving them of their 
fundamental rights. Despite getting legal protection through various 
laws, with the media which is taking up women’s issues and concerns 
every now and then, and a large number of NGOs and social activists 
coming forward for their rescue, women are second class citizens 
who have no right to decide for themselves and their future i.e. their 
education, job, marriage or raising a family, etc. and are constantly 
combating against a patriarchal mind-set of Indian society.

The picture is grim and we have a long way to go. The UPA government 

Dr Shobhna Shah

mEssAgE fROm COngREss  
vICE pREsIDEnT, shRI RAhuL gAnDhI
8th March, 2014, New Delhi

On International Women’s Day I want to take this opportunity 
to congratulate all the women in our country and across the 

world, who have worked tirelessly to bring the fight for women’s 
empowerment onto the global agenda. This has been a story of 
courage, determination and perseverance of women everywhere. 
But much more needs to be done to ensure that women have their 
rightful place in society. 

As I have often said, India can never aspire to be a superpower 
without empowering its women. This empowerment must be 
reflected at all levels. Women must find their place in positions 
of leadership in politics, business and social spheres. True 
empowerment comes from the freedom of choice and a confidence 
in one’s ability to shape one’s own destiny using the strengths, talents 
and tools at your disposal. 

Government, civil society, and the political class each have a 
critical role to play in ensuring that women have the rights and 
opportunities that propel them forward. But more than anything 
else this is a fight to change mindsets, and in that each one of us- 
ordinary women and men- have a big role to play. Let us renew our 
pledge today on this International Women’s Day to bringing about 
this change in the hearts and minds of people.   v

continued on page 54
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BIHAR
Tributes paid to Rajesh Pilot

Patna: Bihar Pradesh Kisan Khet Mazdoor 
Congress paid tributes to former Union 
Minister, Shri Rajesh Pilot on his birth 
anniversary at the Saheed Bhawan in Ara 
on 10th February, 2014.

The function was led by Pradesh Congress 
representative, Shri Balraj Thakur who 
paid tributes to Shri Pilot by garlanding the 
picture of the great leader who had done 
much work for the upliftment of farmers 
and the Khet Mazdoors.

A debate was also organized to highlight 
the life history of Shri Rajesh Pilot. Chief 
guests were former Bihar PCC Secretary, 
Dr. Shashi Kumar Singh, Belal Ahmed 
Khan and Shri Ashok Pathak.

Tributes to Guru Ravidas
Patna: Bihar Pradesh Congress Committee 
Scheduled Caste Department celebrated the 
birth anniversary of Guru Raivdas here on 
14th February, 2014.

Scheduled Caste Department Chairman, 
Shri Umesh Kumar Ram garlanded the 
photo of Guru Raivdas and spoke about 
his life history.

CHHATTISGARH
Ravate to campaign for women’s 

safety
raipur: Chhattisgarh Pradesh Mahila 

Congress President, Smt. Anita Ravate, the 
newly-appointed President was facilitated 
by Shri Amit Ajit Jogi, MLA.

Shri Jogi said here on 19th February, 2014 
that Smt. Ravate, who is a senior and learned 
Mahila Congress leader, will take the 
Mahila Congress activities to the villages. 
She will explain the women empowerment 
projects of the Congress to the rural women 
and she would also take these projects to 
the city as well and make the women aware 
about these empowerment projects.

Shri Jogi addressing the people said about 
the rising cases of teasing women in the 
state indicated the plight of the law and 
order in the state and the security of women 
was not safe which she condemned very 
strongly.

DELHI
Delhi Congress demand to Lt. 

Governor
new Delhi: A delegation of the Delhi 
Pradesh Congress Committee (DPCC), led 
by its president Shri Arvinder Singh, MLA 
on 27th February, 2014 met Lt. Governor 
Shri Najeeb Jung, demanding that over 
10,000 guest teachers and over 4000 Home 
Guard jawans should not be removed from 
their jobs. The delegation consisted of CLP 
leader Shri Haroon Yusuf, senior leader and 
ex-MLA Shri Mukesh Sharma, Prabjith 
Singh Jithi and the representatives of Delhi 
Home Guards and the school teachers. Lt. 
Governor Shri Najeeb Jung assured the 
Congress leaders that the Government 
would take a suitable decision in these 
matters soon, and the administration will 
render nobody jobless.

While talking to the Congress delegation 
at the Raj Niwas, Delhi Home Guards 
director-general, director of the Education 
Department, advisor of education, 

concerned officials from the Government 
departments,  representative of the Home 
Guards  Sanjay Kumar and teachers’ 
representative Dr. Sunita were also present. 
Shri Haroon Yusuf and Shri Mukesh 
Sharma also requested the Lt. Governor 
that the salaries of the guest teachers should 
be made at the same level as employees in 
other Government departments.

Pol Khol Abhiyan
new Delhi: Under the Leadership of Shri 
Arvinder Singh Lovely (MLA), President 
DPCC, the Congress launched the “Pol 
Khol Abhiyan” aimed at exposing the 
misrule and false promises of the Arvind 
Kejriwal Government on 2nd March, 2014 
at Jangpura Vidhan Sabha constituency.

Huge turnout of people was witnessed as it 
was clear that the people of Delhi have been 
betrayed by the AAP Government.

Senior leaders – Shri Sandeep Dixit, 
Shri Talvinder Singh Marwna, Shri 
Mukesh Sharma, Shri Nasseb Singh, Shri 
Mangat Ram Singhal, Shri Amit Malik, 
Shri Narender Nath and Dr. Mrs. Onika 
Mehrotra President, DPMC also addressed 
the gathering.

Shri Arvinder Singh Lovely highlighted the 
failures of AAP Government on all fronts 
they had assured the people of Delhi and 
also plan to take out such rallies in all seven 
parliamentary constituencies in the capital 
to “expose” the Aam Aadmi Party.

33% Reservation for Women
new Delhi: The Delhi Pradesh Mahila 
Congress led by its President, Dr. Onika 
Mehrotra participated in a programme 
demanding 33% Reservation for Women 
in large numbers at Jantar Mantar on 12th 
February 2014.

We are confident, that we shall achieve 
this agenda of giving 33% reservation 
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to women in parliament. We also salute 
our great leader and Prime Minister 
late Shri Rajiv Gandhi Ji who inspired 
women to actively participate in politics 
and gave 50% reservation in Panchayats 
to women. Vice President Adarsh Nagar 
District Mahila Congress, Smt Bhawna 
Gupta also reiterated the Congress party’s 
commitment.

NSUI Demonstration  
held against Jayalalitha

new Delhi:  Protesting against the 
outrageous decision of the Tamil Nadu 
government to release the assassins of 
former Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi, 
The National Students Union of India 
staged a demonstration on 21st January, 
2014 outside the Tamil Nadu Bhavan in 
Chanakyapuri. NSUI strongly condemned 
the decision and demanded death sentence 
for the convicts. Criticizing the vote 

bank politics being deployed by the state 
government, Shri Rohit Choudary, NSUI 
National President, reiterated that the 
Tamil Nadu government’s decision is 
clearly aimed at capitalizing on the electoral 
mood in the state. The demonstration was 
attended by a large number of students as 
well as by national and state office bearers 
of NSUI.  

GUJARAT
Misusing the name of Sardar 

Patel
ahmedabad: Like teeth of elephants which 
are different, one to show and one to chew, 
Chief Minister of Gujarat is also playing 
dirty politics in the name of Sardar Patel 
Saheb’s statue though he never intended to 
follow the ideology of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel nor did he really appreciate Sardar 
Saheb, but after encashing Ram’s name, BJP 
or RSS is left with no other option for vote 
bank politics.

National Spokesperson of Congress Shri 
Shaktisinh Gohil on 9th February, 2014 
stated that, after the State of Gujarat came 
into existence, new campus of secretariat 
was constructed at Gandhinagar and 
was named as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Secretariat Complex and all the Chief 
Minister and all Ministers of Council of 
Ministers of Gujarat continued to function 
from Block No. 1 and 2 situated in the 
said Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Secretariat 
Complex itself. Chief Minister of Gujarat 
did not like to administer from the building 
to which name of Sardar Saheb is associated 
hence he has recently got constructed 
two new blocks for the Chief Minister 
and Ministers by spending million of 
rupees from public exchequer. These 
newly constructed blocks, were named as 
Swarnim Sankul. Thereby he has displayed 
mentality of the Gujarat Chief Minister that 
he is anti-honouring Sardar Saheb.

Gujarat Chief Minister who has little 
knowledge of history and who is in the 
habit of presenting contrary historical 
facts on occasions, has made a statement 
recently that Congress has forgotten the 
name of Sardar Saheb and that he wants 
to remind them. He needs to be reminded 
about various important places named after 
Sardar Saheb by the Congress. One of the 
important institute for IPS officers in the 
country, that is, National Police Academy 
was established under Congress-rule and 
was named as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
National Police Academy by the very same 
Congress Party on 15th September, 1948. 
It was the Congress Party who associated 
the name of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
with building of Ahmedabad municipal 
corporation in 1956. It was the Congress 
Party which associated the name of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel with Narmada Dam 

Project which is the life line of Gujarat. 
Whether it is naming Ahmedabad Airport 
after Sardar Saheb or to install statue of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at Ahmedabad 
Airport, it has not been done by NDA 
government led by BJP or by Chief Minister 
or Gujarat but it has been done by the 
Governments of Congress Party and allies.

HARYANA
Memorandum Given

Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 
Committee organized a public meeting at 
the Pataudi Chowk in K.S. School ground 
here on 16th February, 2014.

HPCC Spokesman, Shri Khazan Singh 
addressed the meeting which was 
attended by more than 6000 people. Shri 
Khazan Singh spoke about the ‘Ashiana 
housing scheme’ of the Congress-led UPA 
government which is being implemented 
in Haryana. This scheme is for providing 
houses to poor and destitutes and to the 
slum dwellers of Gurgaon.

Shri Singh also heard the grievances of the 
poor and assured that the poor and needy 
people will be provided houses under the 
Rajiv Gandhi Aawas Scheme and sixty 
thousand houses are being completed in 
sector-74 of Gurgaon.

Shri Singh in his address mentioned the 
achievements of the Congress-led UPA 
government like the Food Security Act. 
He later handed over a memorandum to 
the Governor of the State which carried the 
problems of the poor people.

MADHYA PRADESH
Fascist forces trying to destroy 

secular fabric of the country
Bhopal: Pradesh Congress President 
and former Minister of State, Shri Arun 
Yadav was addressing the meeting of the 
minorities and said that at present the 
fascist forces are raising their head and their 
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efforts are to destroy the secular structure 
of the country which has been made 
strong by the Congress Party after getting 
independence.

Shri Yadav said that the minority community 
is standing behind the Congress Party 
and would not allow the fascist forces 
to find success in their anti-national 
activities while speaking at the Hindi 
Bhawan. Minority Department Chairman 
of the AICC, Shri Khursheed Ahmad 
Sayeed attended the meeting as a special 
guest. The Leader of the opposition in 
the Vidhan Sabha, Shri Satyadev Katare, 
former Minister, Mohammad Ibrahim 
Qureshi, Senior Congress leader Sajid 
Ali, noted Shair Manjar Bhopali, Pradesh 
Congress spokesperson Ravi Saxena and 
representatives from other religions were 
also present. On the occasion, noted figures 
and religious guns of other religious were 
also honoured.

Shri Yadav showed his happiness on the 
pressure of a large gathering and said that 
the BJP leaders were making tall claims 
and creating an atmosphere of doubt in 
the country but the people are aware of 
their true colours. You all know what all 
was done to the minorities in Gujarat by 
the BJP government there and what the 
state government did with the minorities in 
Khandwa, Buranhpur, Jabalpur, Khargone, 
Ratlam and Dhar. The state BJP government 
is making continous efforts to misguide 
the minorities. Shri Yadav questioned as 
to why Shivraj Singh Chauhan has not 
implemented the Sachchar Committee 
recommendations in the state?

Shri Yadav said that the Congress-led 
UPA government was trying to uplift the 
minorities and the state has been given 
enough funds from the Centre for their 
education and economic and social progress 
under the 15-point programme of the Prime 
Minister but the State government did not 
let this benefit reach the minorities. Shri 
Yadav asked the minorities to think and 
decide and do not allow the fascist forces 
to make this country weak and you all have 
to stop them from grabbing power at the 
centre and thus they should make up their 
mind before making any decision.

Yuva Jagriti Padyatra
Bhopal: Pradesh President, Shri Arun 
Yadav, MP participated in the Yuva Jagriti 
Padyatra which started on 21st February, 

2014 from Mauh (Indore). The Yatra was 
led by MP Youth Congress President, Shri 
Kunal Chaudhary.

Shri Yadav addressed meetings in Khandwa 
and Buranhpur.

Meeting of Sewadal workers
Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Congress Sewadal 
paid tributes to the founder of Sewadal, Dr. 
Hardikar here on 6th March, 2014. Sewadal 
Chief Organizer, Shri Mahendra Joshi 
garlanded the photo of Dr. Hardikar.

Shri Joshi on the occasion asked the state 
Sewadal to organize a workshop which will 
train the Sewadal workers to propogate the 
achievements of the Congress-led UPA 
Government throughout the state and also 
make the people aware about the anti-
people policies of the state BJP government.

Other who spoke were state chief organizer, 
Shri Yogesh Yadav, MPCC vice-president, 
Shri Rameshwar Nikhra, Shri Rajiv 
Singh and former general secretary Shri 
Nabadaprasad Sharma and Shri Chhota Rai.

Rousing reception given
Jabalpur: City Congress Sewa Dal organized 
a grand reception for the Madhya Pradesh 
Congress President, Shri Arun Yadav who 
arrived here on 16th February, 2014 and 
was given a guard of honour.

Shri Yadav arrived here alongwith the 
Congress leader of the opposition Shri 
Satyadav Katare, Pradesh Mahila Congress 
President, Smt. Chauhan, Pradesh Youth 
Congress President, Shri Kunal Chaudhary 
and the Pradesh NSUI President. They were 
given a rousing reception and the guard of 
honour.

The Sewa Dal also paid tributes to freedom 
fighter Maulana Abdul Kalam on his death 
anniversary on 22nd February, 2014. The 
function was held under the guidance of 
District Chief Organizer, Shri Jhallelal Jain.

MAHARASHTRA

Ensure fair implementation of 
Food Security Act

Mumbai: After the launch of National 
Food Security Act in Maharashtra State 
on 1st February, 2014, Mumbai Congress 
President, Shri Janardhan Chandurkar 
instructed Congress Party office bearers to 
personally ensure that the revolutionary 
scheme, endorsed by the UPA government 
to eradicate hunger, is properly implemented 
in Mumbai. Taking cognizance of the same, 
Mumbai North East District Congress led 
by its President, Shri Manoj Dubey initiated 
a drive and conducted surprise checks of 
ration shops in the North east District. 

Rajesh Ingle (General Secretary of Mumbai 
North east District Congress Committee) 
led the campaign in Mulund assembly in 
Mumbai. The teams conducted checks 
of the quality of the foodgrains and also 
took note of stock available with the ration 

shop operators who were designated to 
distribute the foodgrains to the beneficiary 
segments. They conveyed the ration shops 
to fairly distribute the stocks and maintain 
transparency so that the benefits of the 
scheme were availed by maximum number 
of people. Also present in the Mulund 
assembly drive were Youth Congress 
Secretary, Santosh Sonawane, Block Vice-
President Baburam Choudhary, Dharmesh 
Soni, Bhagwan Gite, Shailesh Bhanushali, 
Harish Gupta, Ranjan Gouda, Ganesh 
Nikam, Viabhav Sathe along with others.

PUNJAB
SAD-BJP government for luring 

voters with ‘defunct’ Atta-Dal 
scheme

Chandigarh: Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, 
President Punjab Pradesh Congress 
Committee (PPCC) on 19th February, 
2014 flayed SAD-BJP government in Punjab 
for tricking people of Punjab in the name 
of Atta-Dal scheme which is lying defunct 
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for the last two years.

In a statement issued here Shri Bajwa said 
that Food and Civil Supplies Minister Shri 
Adesh Partap Singh Kairon had quietly 
re-launched the scheme at Sultanpur 
Lodhi. He said that Deputy Chief Minister 
Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal who had so far 
postponed the re-launch of scheme twice 
in last two months and preferred to stay 
away from the function to avoid direct 
criticism and to shift the onus on to Shri 
Kairon. The Chief Minister Shri Parkash 
Singh Badal and his son who don’t lose any 
opportunity to lay foundation stones and 
distributing development funds had shirked 
responsibility well knowing that Atta-Dal 
scheme is a big sham.

He said that Shri Kairon had gone one step 
further and tried to equate Atta-Dal scheme 
with the distribution of food to hungry 
people at holy place of Sultanpur Lodhi. 

Shri Bajwa said that for the last over one 
and half year, the Atta-Dal scheme of SAD-
BJP was not operational and poor people 
are being deprived of their right of food. 
The PUNSUP the nodal agency for Food 
scheme had become bankrupt because 
Punjab Government had not reimbursed 
over Rs.4700 crores spent by it. He said that 
Congress led UPA Government had given 
right to food to 80 crore people of Punjab. 
Union government was giving 99 percent 
subsidy on Wheat and Pulses to states. It 
is unfortunate that SAD-BJP government 
had failed to pay even one percent share 
of subsidy since the state is on the brink of 
bankruptcy.

Shri Bajwa said that rebranded Atta- Dal 
scheme was aimed to influence voters and 
SAD leaders were doing pick and choose 
to enroll beneficiaries for the scheme. He 
said that constituency incharge of SAD 
have been authorized to identify the BPL 
persons which is unconstitutional and in-
human. He said that genuine BPL families 
were being ignored. He said that Atta-Dal 
scheme was being politicized which is 
serious matter.  He said that Congress 
party would take up the issue with Election 
Commission of India.

Shri Bajwa said that SAD-BJP government 
had failed to implement several other central 
government schemes like employment 
guarantee scheme MNREGA, Jawahar Lal 
Nehru Urban renewal Mission (JLNURM) 
due to mismanagement and paucity of 

funds. He said that cabinet ministers 
had embezzelled funds given by centre 
under Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan, Border 
Area Development scheme and Rural 
development schemes. All the guilty 
ministers were given clean chit by the Chief 
Minister. The Shagun scheme and old age 
pension schemes had faced the same fate.

Shri Bajwa said that Shri Sukbir Badal was 
trying to cover up failures and misdeeds 
of SAD-BJP government by his acts of 
gimmickry like holding Progressive Punjab 
Investment Summit, Agriculture Summit 
and NRI Sammelants held earlier.  He said 
that not even a single penny was invested 
in Punjab by participant companies of 
Investment summit and all MoUs which 
Shri Badal claimed to have signed were 
just Expression of Interest (EOI). He said 
that to several already completed or under 
construction real estate projects were 
shown as major achievement of present 
government, hiding the fact that in most of 
these projects black money of ruling family 
was invested.

Shri Bajwa said that people of Punjab 
were fed up from SAD-BJP government 
and they would teach them lesson in the 
coming Lok Sabha elections. He said that 
Congress would expose all the misdeeds, 
non-performance and corruption of this 
government. 

Modi made no commitment to 
withdraw SLP from Supreme 
Court against Gujarat Sikh 

farmers: Bajwa
Chandigarh: Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, 
President Punjab Pradesh Congress 
Committee (PPCC) on 23rd February, 2014 
ridiculed the speech made by Shri Narender 
Modi BJP candidate of Prime Minister at 
Jagraon rally and said that Mr. Modi was 
totally misinformed about ground realities 
in Punjab. He has also failed to address the 
problem of Sikh farmers of Gujarat who are 
facing displacement from their land.

In a statement issued here Shri Bajwa said 
that Sikh farmers living in Gujarat and 
people of Punjab had high hopes that Shri 
Modi during his Punjab visit would make 
some announcement to withdraw Special 
Leave Petition (SLP) which the Modi 
Government had filed in Supreme Court 
against the stay granted by Gujarat High 
Court to the Sikh farmers. He said that Shri 

Modi made a political statement that every 
Gujarati and every Indian has the same 
right over Gujarat. He said that though he 
had made a reference to protect the interest 
of Sikh farmers but he had not made any 
commitment to withdraw the SLP. Such 
assurances sound very hollow when viewed 
in the context of the fact that Shri Modi 
made no commitment to withdraw the SLP 
filed in the apex court.

Shri Bajwa said that it was shameful that 
Chief Minister Shri Parkash Singh Badal 
was not able to convince Shri Modi to 
withdraw SLP from Supreme Court. He 
said that Gujarat Government had ordered 
Sikh farmers to ‘get out’ of Gujarat and their 
land holdings were frozen. The Gujarat 
High Court had given relief to farmers and 
stayed the orders of District Magistrate 
of Kutch. He said that Modi government 
had challenged the High Court decision 
in the apex court. He said that unless SLP 
is withdrawn, all talk on protecting Sikh 
farmers is meaningless. This is all the more 
shocking when viewed in the light of the 
grim reality of Gujarat where Muslims were 
massacred in 2002 and Christians saw their 
places of worship burned to the ground. 
Now Sikh farmers face eviction from their 
lands and loss of their land rights.

Shri Bajwa said that it was shocking to hear 
Shri Modi when he said that drugs were 
coming to Punjab from other countries 
and central security forces manning the 
international border are responsible for 
the drug inflow into Punjab. He said that 
either Shri Modi is misinformed about 
involvement of SAD ministers in the drug 
racket or he is shielding the drug mafia 
operating in Punjab. He corrected Shri 
Modi that drugs were not coming into 
Punjab but were being supplied from here 
to all over the world. He said that Punjab 
might be first state in the country where 
drug manufacturing units were run by the 
state government and drug consignments 
are supplied under police protection.

Shri Bajwa said that that it would have been 
better if Shri Modi had read the newspapers 
clippings of last two days before coming 
to Punjab. He added that “Shri Modi 
would have found the notice being issued 
by Enforcement Directorate to Revenue 
Minister Shri Bikram Singh Majithia and 
Damanjit Singh son of Jails Minister Shri 
Sarwan Singh Phillaur for their involvement 
in the drug trade. He said that it was a 

neWS
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more serious matter that local BJP leaders 
had kept Shri Modi in dark about the 
involvement of SAD ministers in the drug 
racket and the fact of political protection 
being given to drug mafia by the SAD-BJP 
government. 

Shri Bajwa said that Mr. Modi had misled 
the nation on the issue of ‘One Rank One 
Pension’ rule and he made a promise at the 
Jagraon rally to fulfill the demand when 
he becomes Prime Minister. He said that 
in first place Shri Modi would not become 
the Prime Minister of India and secondly 
the demand of ‘One rank One Pension’ has 
already been accepted and implemented 
by Congress led UPA Government. He 
said that it was ridiculous to suggest that 
One rank One pension scheme would have 
been accepted in 2004, if Shri Vajpayee 
had returned as Prime Minister. Is there 
any explanation why this demand was not 
accepted when Shri Vajpayee was Prime 
Minister for six years despite the regular 
announcements about the same by the then 
Defence Minister, Shri George Fernandes?

Shri Bajwa said that it was unfortunate 
that Shri Modi wanted to implement 
Punjab model of governance in India. 
The statement by Modi has upset the 
people of Punjab who are victims of non-
governance, corruption, poor law and 
order and political vendetta. He said that 
Chief Minister Shri Parkash Singh Badal 
and his son Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal were 
making a fool of the people of the state and 
showing them false dreams in the name of 
Progressive Punjab investment Summit and 
Agriculture Summit. He said that neither 
any new investment has came to Punjab 
nor any practical efforts are being made to 
revive agriculture. He said that economy 
of Punjab is driven by agriculture and state 
has not prepared any agriculture policy in 
last seven years. 

Shri Bajwa informed Shri Modi that 
Investment Summit and agriculture summit 
were a big sham and wastage of hard earned 
public money. He said not even a single 
investor had returned to Punjab after the 
Investment Summit and cosmetic measures 
are being taken in agriculture sector. He 
said that more than 5,000 farmers had 
committed suicide in the last seven years 
rule of the SAD-BJP alliance.

RAJASTHAN
Condolence Meeting

Hanumangarh: The District Congress 
Committee condoled the death of senior 
Congress leader Shri Parasram Maderna. 
DCC President, Shri Surendra Dadri led 
the condolence meeting and said that we 
have lost an experienced leader whose 
loss cannot be filled who was a symbol of 
principle and an ideal.

The meeting was attended by DCC Vice-
President, Dayaram Jakhad, Mandeep 
Singh Khosa, General Secretary, Rajendra 
Baid, Jagdish Singh Rathod, Surendra Gaud, 
Tarun Vijay, Sanjay Araya, Sanjay Bishnoi, 
Rameshwar Chavaria, Vijay Singh Chauhan 
with others.

UTTAR PRADESH
UP Sewa Dal meeting held

lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Sewa Dal called a meeting on 11th February, 
2014 of all the office-bearers of District, 
City including incharge of Lok Sabha and 
Vidhan Sabha constituencies. The meeting 
was presided over by UP Sewa Dal Chief 
Organizer, Shri Prahalad Prasad Dwivedi.

AICC Secretary and incharge of UP, Shri 
Juber Khan addressed the workers and said 
that the Sewa Dal workers do their service 
with love and dedication and asked the 
Sewa Dal workers to preach and propogate 
the people welfare programmes of the 
Congress Party to the people. 

Former treasurer of the AICC, Shri Harish 
Bajpayee said that communal forces were 
making their attack and the Sewa Dal 
workers should once again show their 
strength and courage to overcome those 
forces as they did in 1942 freedom struggle.

Shri Raj Narayan Singh Yadav, Shri Prahalad 
Dwivedi, Shri Onkar Singh also addressed 
the workers and appealed them to crush 
these forces which are a grave threat to the 

unity and integrity of this country.

Vishwas Rally held
Unnao: Large number of people gathered 
at Safipur in the Congress Vishwas Rally 
to hear their leader Smt. Anu Tandon, MP 
here on 26th February, 2014.

Smt. Tandon made vicious attack on the 
leaders of other parties and said that the 
people of the area were hungry for love 
rather than their false promises.

Smt. Anu Tandon said that during the 
past five years rule of the Congress-led 
UPA at the Centre, she had brought 
many projects and enough money for the 
progress of Unnao and if all the projects 
were implemented properly and the money 
was utilized, the face of Unnao would have 
been different. The State government in UP 
feared that if the Congress projects were 
truly implemented then their importance 

would come down. Therefore, first the 
Bahujan Samaj Party government and later 
the SP governments did not take interest 
in properly implementing projects funded 
by the Centre. I had got the money for the 
electrification of every Majra, and other 
villages and for a central school but the 
plot of land for the school has been illegally 
encroached while the money that come 
for electrification was diverted by the State 
government.

Smt. Tandon said that the state government 
may not cooperate in the development of 
Unnao but I shall continue with my efforts 
for its development and for this I just need 
your blessings. v

neWS
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a rePorT

The National Executive of Mahila Congress has been constituted 
which consists of 5 General Secretaries & 9 Secretaries along 

with a NGO Coordination Committee which has 5 members. One 
Vice-President, Smt. Bindhu Krishna was appointed earlier by 
Hon’ble Congress President along with the President. 

The All India Mahila Congress President Smt. Shobha Oza attended 
a Public Meeting on 6th February 2014 in Tumkur, near Bangaluru, 
Karnataka which was addressed by Hon’ble Vice-President, AICC 
Shri Rahul Gandhi. On 11th February 2014 she went to Auraiyya, 
U.P. to address a meeting of the local unit. She participated in a 
Rally organized by Smt. Bindhu Krishna, Vice-President, AIMC 
at Thodupuzha, Kerala on 13th February 2014. A meeting of 
Anganwadi Karamcharis was held in Lucknow on 22nd February 
2014 in which AIMC President was the Chief Guest. The meeting 
was organized by Ms. Ansuiyya Sharma, General Secretary, UP 
PCC & Incharge of the State Mahila Congress unit from the PCC. 

Smt. Sonalben Patel, President, Gujarat PMC is holding Training-
Camps for Mahila Congress functionaries to prepare them to face 
the challenge of ensuing Lok Sabha Elections. They are planning to 
organize a door-to-door contact programmes in all Parliamentary 
constituencies in order to reach out to the grassroots and propagate 
the initiatives of the UPA Governmen. 

Smt. Onika Mehrotra, President, Delhi PMC and her office bearers 
participated in ‘Pol Khol Abhiyan’ organized by Delhi PCC Chief 
Shri Arvinder Singh Lovely, against Aam Admi Party at the Central 
Park, Connaught Place, New Delhi on 23rd February 2014. Smt. 
Kanchana D Joshi, President Dadra Nagar Haveli Mahila Congress 
has set up an Action Committee to deal with the complaints of 
sexual harassment and other crime against women. Meghalaya 
unit of Mahila Congress has accelerated its membership drive and 
has enrolled a large number of women, especially in Garrow Hills. 

Smt. Indu Pawar, President of Jammu & Kashmir PMC is gearing 
up her unit for the ensuing Lok Sabha elections. In this connection, 
she is holding meetings of Mahila Congress workers at the village 
level on a large scale and is exhorting her workers to propagate 
the Schemes initiated by UPA Government in its two successful 
tenures. Smt. Abha Sinha, President, Jharkhand PMC held protest 
demonstrations against the increasing rate of crimes against women 
in Jharkhand after the news of two dead bodies of young girls found 
by the Police at two different places, flashed in the newspapers.  

Smt. Kamal Vyavhare, President, Maharashtra PMC convened a 
monthly meeting of Mahila Congress unit at Congress Bhawan, 
Mumbai on 1st February 2014 followed by Haldi-Kumkum Melawa 
at Bhor and Rajgurunagar on 2nd & 6th February 2014 respectively. 
A Bachat Gat meeting was held at Ganesh Kala Kendre Centre on 
8th February 2014 in which Smt. Varshatai Gaikwad, Minister 
for Women & Child Development, Govt. of Maharashtra was the 
Chief Guest

Shobha oza

mAhILA COngREss 

has enacted a number of laws during its two successful tenures in the 
past 10 years under the able guidance of honourable Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and vision of Shri Rahul Gandhi to ensure equal 
rights to women to counter social discrimination and prevent all 
kinds of violence against them. Protection of Women from Domestic 
Violence Act, 2005 has been enforced to protect a woman from violence 
in a household which covers all female members in a family. Hindu 
Succession (Amendment) Act has been amended in the favour of 
daughters. Hindu Marriage laws have been made more women friendly. 
Rape laws have been amended to be more stringent after the ‘Nirbhaya 
Case’ of 16th December, 2013. We have a law for Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Workplace to protect the modesty, dignity and self-respect 
of working women. National Rural Health Mission is there to care for 
pregnant and lactating mothers and their infants. MNREGA has a large 
representation of women among its beneficiaries giving them greater 
financial independence. Legislations regarding Trafficking of Women 
and Acid Attacks are in place. PCPNDT Act is there to reduce gender 
discrimination and prevent female foeticide. Thus, there is a long 
list of legal provisions and safeguards for women empowerment but 
what an irony that all sorts of crimes against women, especially rape, 
continue to rise despite women having so many tools in their hands to 
empower themselves.

The fact of the matter is that legislation alone cannot emancipate women 
as despite the laws, women around the world still struggle across the 
social, cultural and economic hardships. What is needed besides strict 
and efficient enforcement of laws, dispensation of justice through 
speedy trials and quick disposal of cases, is a major change in mindset 
of society – men as well as women. Women should be educated and 
aware of their rights. They should learn to respect themselves and stand 
up for what they believe in, then only the society will learn to respect 
them. Women in their roles as mothers, sisters, caretakers and teachers 
can play a pivotal role in changing the mindset of men from their 
childhood itself and through all stages of their lives. Women should be 
fearless and for that it is necessary that men and women alike respect 
them and their rights.

IWD should not only be an occasion to celebrate what women have 
achieved through long struggle but should serve as a reminder that 
there is still a long way to go. The struggle can only cease when the last 
woman of the country has been truly liberated. Until then we can not 
rest on our oars.

On this Women’s day let us resolve to create a society where women 
are respected and honoured, and are free from discrimination, fear, 
exploitation and violence. We have to join forces to fight the evils of 
the society and to banish those cultural and social mores that lead to 
the pathological mindset which causes these social maladies. Let us 
pledge ourselves to actively participate in programmes for women’s 
education, training, empowerment and awareness and restore dignity 
and true freedom to women. v

The author is  a former Vice President of All India Mahila Congress

continued from page 48

InTERnATIOnAL wOmEn’s DAy: 
A DAy Of CELEbRATIOn OR A REmInDER?
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PreSS BrIeFInGS

BlaMInG MIGranT WorKerS 
For PoVerTY In GUJaraT

Spokesperson: Smt. Shobha oza and Shri 
arun Yadav : Smt. Sobha Oza said the Gujarat 
government ridiculed the poor by defining 
the below poverty line to Rs. 10.80 when the 
Planning Commission declared Rs. 32.00. Shri 
Modi had ridiculed Rs. 32/-. As against that, 
the Gujarat government now puts the bottom 
line of Rs. 10.80 for poverty line and further 
the country expected the Gujarat government 
would apologize for this poverty line but what 
we see today is a comment by the Finance 
Minister of Gujarat Shri Nitin Patel justifying 
it by saying that the increase of poverty is 
because of the migrant labourers who come 
to Gujarat from West Bengal, Odisha, UP and 
Bihar. So now they blame it to the migrant 
workers who come to Gujarat to contribute 
to the development of Gujarat for the poverty 
of Gujarat. They, time and again, are saying 
that the Planning commission decides the 
poverty line but as you all know, there was 
a joint statement by the Dy. Chairperson of 
Planning Commission and Minister of Rural 
Development, Government of India in 2011 
and they had clarified that all schemes have 
been delinked from any poverty figurers and 
no schemes of the central government are 
linked with the poverty line figures. So that 
claim of the Gujarat government is defeated 
here and Shri Nitin Patel by putting it the 
poverty of Gujarat  to the migrant labourers 
speaking on the lines Shiv Sena is speaking 
the same language. What Shiv Sena has been 
using, once again it exposes the face of the 
BJP and the Gujarat government. The fact 
remains that 33% of children of Gujarat are 
malnutrified. They claim to be No. 1 but as 
far as poverty ratio is concerned, they stand 
No. 19 in the country. They are misleading the 
country as far as the Gujarat development is 
concerned. Tuesday, 4th February, 2014

FaCTS anD FIGUreS
Spokesperson: Shri abhishek Manu 
Singhvi.: He said that facts are sacred. 
Opinions can be subjective. Abuse and taunts 
can be subjective but facts cannot be changed,. 
So as far as my suo-moto is concerned, let 
us discuss facts for a while and you decide 
how many fake encounters with facts are 
happening as far as the BJP is concerned, as 
far as Gujarat is concerned and as far as Mr. 
Modi is concerned. This is another facet of 
a fake encounter. Let me compare quickly 

and let me tell you there is no trick in these 
statistics. These are the official figures from 
official agencies Planning Commission, 
years are given but figures are figures. Let us 
compare NDA with both UPA-I and II.
Let us look at GDP growth percentage per 
year  NDA  we are taking 1998-99 to 2003-
04  6 years period. UPA-I, I am taking 5 year 
period 6% against 8.4% and UPA-II if you 
take four years i.e 2009 to 2013 it is still 7.3% 
against NDA’s 6%. That is parameter no. 1.
Parameter no. 2 is Agricultural growth 
percentage per year  same six years for NDA 
2.9%, same 5 years period for UPA-I - 3.1%, 
same four years period for UPA-II us 3.6%.
Parameter no. 3  Industrial growth  5.5% for 
NDA’s six years rule, 9.2% during UPA-I and 
Yes, UPA-II it has come down but still clearly 
above the NDA, it is 6%.
Parameter no. 4  Service sector growth  7.8% 
for NDA’s six years period, 9.9% for UPA-I’s 
5 year period and 8.9% for UPA-II period.
Parameter no. 5  Poverty reduction  let us 
take it for a full decade because you cannot 
compare it partially  from 1993-94 to 2004-05  
one decade which includes 6 years of NDA, 
the poverty reduction is 0.74%. Poverty 
reduction for decade ending 2011-12 is 2.18% 
i.e. about three times more poverty reduction 
till 2011-12 for the UPA. We do not have 
figures for 2011-12.
Parameter no. 6  Fiscal deficit  5.5% for both 
NDA 6 year period and also 5.5% for UPA-II 
but UPA-I got it down to 3.9%.
Parameter no. 7  Average savings rate  25.4% 
during NDA period of 6 years, 33.9% during 
UPA-I and 32.2% during UPA-II.
Parameter no. 8 - Average investment rate  
percentage of GDP  25.2% during NDA, 
25.2% during UPA-I and 36.1% during 
UPA-II.
Parameter no. 9  Electricity generation  587 
kbwh during NDA period, 724 bkwh during 
UPA-I and 912 bkwh of UPA-II during last 
year 2012-13 of UPA-II was 912 bkwh i.e. 
almost just double of NDA period.
Parameter no. 10  Addition of average 
generation of electricity per year during NDA 
it was 3,805 mw, during UPA-I it was 5,398 
mw i.e. just double and now UPA-II - just 
under 5 years it was 15,717 mw i.e. UPA-II 
has done almost three times more than UPA-I 

 AICC DIARy and five times more than NDA.
Besides above, cement production and food 
grain production increased tremendously. 
These are not speaking in the air. These are 
not fake encounters with facts and as I end, 
let me give you also much touted, much 
wanted miracle story of Gujarat, are the lies 
for Gujarat or are they truth about Gujarat.
Shri Singhvi said I have got about 20 
parameters of Gujarat but I will share only 
5-6 with you  all figures are related to 2013.
First parameter - the total cumulative debt 
i.e. to percentage of the state GDP  the lowest 
is Delhi i.e. only 7.6%. Gujarat stands at No. 
13 with 26.1%.
Next parameter is Prosperity  we have 2011 
figures i.e. the number of households in 
each State who have no assets and this is 
measured by a mix of any of these 6-7 assets  
no transistor, no television, no landline, no 
mobile no banking account, no bicycle and 
no scooter or car. On this percentage, Gujarat 
was 19th in 2011 whereas Delhi was 3rd. This 
means that 20% of Gujarat’s population has 
no assets.
The next parameter is Per capita income at 
current prices  Maharashtra, Goa and Delhi 
are higher than Gujarat whereas Punjab is 
close to Gujarat. 
As far as FDI is concerned, so much so when 
Vibrant Gujarat is talked about, Maharashtra 
in 2012 had 9,553 Million US Dollars of 
foreign investment. Gujarat had 1,000 Million 
US Dollars  1/9th of Maharashtra and Delhi 
which is much smaller had 7,983 Million US 
Dollars.
In regard to Human Development Index, 
Delhi is No. 2 and Gujarat stands at No. 11.
Length of Road as a percentage of 100 sq.km. 
area  Gujarat has 80 Kms of length of roads 
per 100 sq. kms. area, Delhi on that same ratio 
has 2,155 kms. of road per 100 sq.kms of area.
Shri Singhvi said I can multiply these figures 
at infinity item. The point is more important, 
the preposition is more important. The 
thrust is more important. You have complete 
hyperbole exaggeration, distortion and 
repeated fake encounter with facts. You have 
an ostrich in the sand attitude. You want to 
wish away the better performance man to 
man, government to government, body to 
body, year to year  both of UPA-I and UPA-
II and Gujarat and this is true to at least 15 
parameters which I have shown you. Monday, 
10th February, 2014
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PreSS BrIeFInGS

MISGUIDInG PeoPle
Spokesperson: Shri abhishek Manu Singhvi:  
He said that we cannot find adjectives, 
we cannot find words strong enough to 
condemn such absolutely unspeakable 
events inside the precincts of parliament 
within the House. It is the desertion of the 
hallowed portals of the very foundation 
of parliamentary democracy. It cannot be 
condemned in any form of words enough. 
We unequivocally, unambiguously condemn 
it. Such individuals and such incidents 
irrespective of provocation, irrespective of 
political difference, irrespective of issue, 
unfortunately bring us and make us into 
laughing stock. It is extremely sad and all I can 
say and hope is that each and every person 
who has this responsibility must take note 
and ensure that there is absolutely not the 
remotest recurrence in the future.
Shri Singhvi further said we are not aware 
of the exact figures and it is ultimately for 
the BJP to disclose to the nation but this 
thousand locations 300 city programme in 
the name of ‘chaiwallas’ has actually involved 
an expenditure of over Rs. 200-250 crores 
by estimates on one item alone. We wonder 
whether this particular target group would 
not have benefited much more had this 
sum of money been used for their direct 
benefit instead of shedding crocodile tears 
about them. There is another very clear 
contradiction and paradox which we find 
amusing and also tragic and that is that 
on the one hand you give these lectures 
regarding these ‘chaiwallas’ morcahs’ which 
you are planning and on the other hand 
when the Street Vendors Bill  an extremely 
piece of legislation with extremely significant 
provisions for ordinary people who eke out a 
living day to day on the streets, for hawkers 
and it includes ‘chaiwallas’ in many cases. That 
proceeding process is in fact disrupted by BJP 
and the record of proceeding of the Rajya 
Sabha yesterday bears out what I am saying. 
This is the real ‘chehra’ of the BJP which you 
are seeing in its true colours. Thursday, 13th 
February, 2014

PreaCHInG aGaInST FaCTS
Spokesperson: Shri abhishek Manu Singhvi.
Shri Abhishek Manu Singhvi said for a person 

who desperately want to be Prime Minister 
of a great country like India, Shri Modi’s 
speeches are only an essay in negativism, 
intemperate in un-parliamentary language, 
always practicing politics of taunting and 
insulting. Obviously he does this to avoid 
facts, to be rhetorical but veracious to hide 
his own insecurities by constantly launching 
personal attacks on others. Several ironies 
escape Shri Modi When he does that. Is it 
not ironical that an RSS Pracharak, a person 
belonging to an organization with Zero 
contribution to the freedom struggle of India 
is repeatedly invoking Mahatma Gandhi. Is 
it not ironical that a person belonging to an 
organization which was banned by Sardar 
Patel repeatedly invokes Patel? Is it not 
ironical that persons like Shri Modi who act 
on the very anti-thesis of the idea of India. 
The very idea of India  being pluralism and 
diversity  such persons are lecturing us on the 
idea of India. Such obvious ironies escape Shri 
Modi, the BJP and the RSS as he unleashes 
an epidemic of lies and while unleashing the 
epidemic of lies, he also insults the memory 
of India’ GNP  Gandhi, Nehru and Patel. The 
epidemic which he unleashes is intended to 
hide the truth. The truth is always based on 
facts and let me give you some inconvenient 
facts as the truth for both Gujarat and for 
Shri Modi. Wednesday, 19th February, 2014

USeFUl BIllS PaSSeD
Spokesperson: Shri  Shashi Tharoor.:  He  
said that on behalf of the Congress party as 
well as myself, I congratulate the people of 
Odisha on the cabinet’s decisions today to 
recognize Odiya as a classical language. Many 
of you are aware this is something the UPA 
government has been undertaking ever since 
Sanskrit and Tamil were initially classified. 
The cabinet has recognized Kanadda, Telugu, 
Malayalam and today Odiya and this has 
certain obvious benefits for the promotion 
of the study of those language, creation of 
a couple of international recognized chairs 
towards the establishment of Institute for the 
Study of that classical language and we are 

really pleased that the long cultural history of 
the Odiya language is been recognized in this 
fashion and we know decision will be widely 
welcomed by the people of Odisha.
Secondly, parliament is still going on; some of 
you must have been watching with attention 
what was going on in Rajya Sabha till a few 
minutes ago. We have, therefore, had a very 
complicated busy challenging part of this 
session in parliament but in the din and noise, 
I hope you will not overlook that a few useful 
Bills have also been passed. Some of them 
relatively minor in terms national headlines 
but they have a significant impact on the 
institutions concerned and example of that 
is the one that I myself piloted on behalf of 
the Human Resource Development Ministry 
which is converted the National Science 
and Engineering College in Shivpur into a 
National Institute of Technology. Others have 
particular administrative benefits but long 
lasting ones and one thing particular I would 
like to highlight for you is really something 
that affects One Crore of our fellow citizens 
in the country and that is Street Vendors 
Protection Bill which has become an Act 
today. It really is something that all of us 
growing up in this country have got used to 
seeing street vendors supplying everything 
from newspapers to ‘chai’ but the fact is that 
there has been no legislative framework for 
protection of their rights, their ability to do 
their work properly and today it is a historic 
decision that as I said will touch the lives of 
approximately One Crore Indians who are 
street vendors and I would urge you all to 
not let this story be lost in the bustle of big 
headline stories. This ought to be headlines 
because it affects the lives of human beings 
and because none of us in this room has not 
been touched by or used or purchased from 
a street vendor growing up in our country 
and it glorifies certain rights for them. It 
allows them to be surveyed, to be licensed, to 
be given certain protection and I think you 
will all join me in welcoming the unanimous 
passage of this Bill with all parties supporting 
it very strongly. Thursday, 20th February, 
2014.


