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The term of the 15th Lok Sabha has now ended. The country had chosen to give its mandate to the Congress 
led UPA Government at the end of the 14th Lok Sabha in 2009. The increased mandate was a   reflection 
of the people’s confidence on the achievements and policies of UPA I. The formation of UPA II happened 

at a time when the World economy was in its worst turmoil of recent times. Even considered infallible economies 
were tethering on the brink of disaster. It was the wise and sagacious leadership of the UPA II Government at the 
centre and the leadership provided by the Congress President and Vice President which has seen India retain at 
least a major part of its momentum despite a global slowdown.

The Ten years of the UPA have many achievements it can recall with pride. The ethos of the Congress party is 
that it believes in all round development. Our policies have always been all inclusive keeping in mind the citizen 
at the lowest rung. The legislations cleared in the Parliament have been those with a long standing impact on the 
common man in the country. The National Food Security Bill passed by UPA II ensures that no one would sleep 
hungry in the country. As a part of ushering social change the country and to end the most abhorrent practice, 
the Prohibition of Manual Scavengers Bill was cleared. Land is a requirement for the growth of any society. Land 
has to be acquired from the farmers in the country for whom it is also a loss of livelihood. The compensation is 
not always enough to provide alternate means of employment. The Land Acquisition Bill passed by UPA ensures 
not only adequate compensation with the consent of the land loser but also continued benefits to the families of 
the farmers. As a part of commitment towards ridding the country of corruption started by the introduction of 
the Right to Information, the UPA II cleared the Lok Pal Bill which would create an independent Ombudsman 
to fight corruption at all levels. After the gruesome rape and murder of a paramedic in Delhi the UPA got cleared 
the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill which ensures greater penalty against those who perpetrate crimes against 
women even upto the death penalty. The Street Vendors Bill guarantees the poor vendor continuity of his trade 
wherever he is practicing it at the moment. This would save lacs of vendors from harassment. The formation of 
Telengana was cleared by the Parliament through the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Bill 2014in the last days of 
its tenure. It was a commitment made by the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

Due to the continued disruptions of the house which continued even till the last session of the Parliament much 
legislation which would fight against corruption could not be cleared before the session closed sine die. These were 
being strongly promoted by the Congress Vice President Sh. Rahul Gandhi in his declared fight against corruption. 
The fate of these legislations is not finally decided yet, as they are a strong commitment of the party. The opposition 
betrayed its true intentions of not really wanting to tackle corruption by not supporting these legislations.

The UPA II has worked during its ten years for inclusive growth and has many achievements it can be proud 
off. In the report card of his Government the Prime Minister at length explained the achievements of the UPA 
Government. The UPA Government put emphasis on Higher Education and continuously increased outlays on 
Higher Education. The Minimum Support Price for Agricultural Produce to make it remunerative for the farmers. 
Agriculture Credit saw a 700 % increase during its tenure. To increase Rural Employment the MGNREGA was 
made more robust and the compensation under this scheme was enhanced. The special emphasis on Health Care 
has ensured lowering if infant mortality rate and provision of better medical facilities. Special emphasis was laid 
for the Social Security of Special Sections. Minorities benefitted from the Prime Minister’s new 15 Point Program. 
The Average GDP rate during the 10 years of UPA remained at 7.7% despite a global meltdown. Under the UPA 
Government, poverty in India has declined in an unprecedented manner. Direct Benefit Transfer was introduced 
by the creation of UID under the Aadhaar scheme. Special emphasis was laid on Infrastructure. During the UPAs 
tenure the goods carried on Rail doubled to 1 Billion tons a year. India has added more Power generation capacity 
than in the entire preceding period since independence. As a part of increase in Connectivity Telephone density in 
rural areas has increased 25 times during the tenure of UPA. Special initiatives were introduced for the prosperity 
of the North East region. Judicial Reforms and other legislation was introduced to bring about improvement in 
the justice system.

Despite persistent rebellion from the Seemandhra region which led to a rebellion even within the ranks of the party, 
the UPA went ahead to fulfill the commitment made by the Congress under the leadership of Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
to create the 29th State of Telengana. It was a demand of over six decades and the people of Telengana were feeling 
neglected as a result. This bold step by the Congress led UPA has the interests of all participants affected by the 
division in mind while fulfilling a long pending demand. v
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The concluding session of the 15th Lok Sabha ended on 21st February, 
2014. The country would soon go to polls to give its mandate and decide the 
formation of the 16th Lok Sabha. The 15th Lok Sabha had its periods of up’s 
and down’s. Even while the 15th Lok Sabha would be remembered for the 
maximum number of disruptions and washed out sessions due to the unruly 
behavior of one or the other opposition party, it would also be remembered 
for historic achievements of having passed many important legislations. 
Important legislations like The National Food Security Bill, Prohibition of 
Manual Scavengers Bill, Land Acquisition Bill, The Lok Pal Bill, the Street 
Vendors Bill and the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill were passed in the 
15th Lok Sabha. The creation of the 29th state of Telengana which was a long 
standing demand and a historic achievement for the people of the region was 
also passed by the Lok Sabha. The Leader of opposition said that amongst 
other things this Lok Sabha would be remembered for having passed the long 
awaited and important Bills. She said that essence of democracy is that we 
are opposed to each other but are not enemies to each other. Reflecting in the 
same vein the Prime Minister opined that there are bound to be differences 
among parties but there must also be a ways and means of finding pathways 
to move forward.

Parliament is a forum from where the collective will of the people of the country 
is exercised. The elected members bring to the floor of the house the needs 
and ways and means for the progress of the regions that they represent. The 
Parliament also lays the road map for the direction that the country should 
take for the progress and future of the coming generations. It is therefore a 
forum of expression through debates and arguments. It is not a place where 
the will of a pressure group can hold the nation to ransom by not permitting 
expression of views on the floor of the house. We hope that such wisdom will 
prevail in the 16th Lok Sabha.
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FOR ThE gROwTh AnD wELFARE 
OF MusLIM COMMunITy, TODAy 
OnE MORE pROMIsE MADE by 
ThE upA gOvERnMEnT sTAnDs 
FuLFILLED: sOnIA gAnDhI

I am very happy to be amongst you today. 
The ministry for minority affairs was 

established on this very day. Today is going 
to be another milestone as far as welfare of 
Muslim community is concerned as Prime 
Minister is going to inaugurate the National 
Waqf Development Corporation today. 
This corporation will develop and look after 
the properties of Waqf in a transparent manner 
which will increase its earnings. It is a major 
effort among many others made by the UPA 
government for the growth and welfare of 
Muslim community. Today one more promise 
made by the UPA government stands fulfilled 
with the establishment of this corporation. 
The UPA government under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh 
has given a special focus on the welfare of 
minorities since the very start. Implementation 
of recommendations made by Sachchar 
committee has led to faster results in this 
direction. Its good results have started to show 
up now. Union Minister for Minority Affairs, 
Mr. Rehman Khan has just pointed out the 
various government schemes and policies, 
under which efforts are on to remove any short 
coming in the  development of the minority 
community. 
We witnessed a ten-fold increase in the 
expenditure for the minority affairs, in the 

last ten years. Whether it is Prime Minister’s 
15-point programme for minorities, allocating 
15% funds for minorities in all flagship 
government programmes or for improving the 
quality of education, the common objective has 
been to ensure equality to minorities.   
I want to give emphasis on the fact that plans 
and programmes need to be implemented 
well. The ground reality is that sometimes 
benefits of these programs don’t reach the 
right sections. Hence it is necessary to have a 
system to address the grievances and to ensure 
effective implementation of our schemes. What 
it means is that the school-children get timely 
scholarships, weavers should get timely loans, 
new homes are built under Indira Awas Yojana 
and the youth are able to get proper training 
and secure jobs. Craftsmen should be able to 
get raw material to carry on their business.
Empowering the minority women is 
extremely important to us. I am happy that the 
Government has launched a programme called 
“NAYI ROSHNI” to provide education, skill 
development, technical knowledge, to spread 
awareness about the benefits of government 
schemes and to provide banking facilities.  This 
will boost their morale and self confidence. The 
hike in scholarships for girl students needs to 
be lauded.  
“Unity in diversity” is the foundation of Indian 

wE wITnEssED A TEn-

FOLD InCREAsE In ThE 

ExpEnDITuRE FOR ThE 

MInORITy AFFAIRs, In ThE 

LAsT TEn yEARs. whEThER 

IT Is pRIME MInIsTER’s 

15-pOInT pROgRAMME FOR 

MInORITIEs, ALLOCATIng 

15% FunDs FOR MInORITIEs 

In ALL FLAgshIp 

gOvERnMEnT pROgRAMMEs 

OR FOR IMpROvIng ThE 

quALITy OF EDuCATIOn, ThE 

COMMOn ObjECTIvE hAs 

bEEn TO EnsuRE EquALITy 

TO MInORITIEs.

Address of the UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the inauguration function of National Waqf Development Corporation  
Vigyan Bhawan- New Delhi 29th January, 2014

National Waqf Development Corporation Inaugurated
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upA COMMITED TO pROTECT AnD 
pROMOTE InTEREsTs OF MInORITIEs

- Dr. Manmohan singh 

The UPA Government has unwavering 
commitment for the protection and 

promotion of the interests of minorities. Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said this while 
inaugurating National Waqf Development 
Corporation Limited (NAWADCO), a new 
Central Public Sector Enterprise under 
Ministry of Minority Affairs. The establishment 
of NAWADCO is another step forward in 
efforts to promote the interests of minorities 
in the country, he added. This Corporation 
has been established with Authorized Share 
Capital of Rs.500 crore with a paid up capital 
of Rs.100 crore, the Prime Minister said. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson, UPA 
and National Advisory Council referred 
to various welfare schemes for minorities 
being implemented by the Centre.She said 
allocations for minority welfare programmes 
has been raised 10 times in the last 10 years.

Union Minister of Minority Affairs Shri 
Rahman Khan said that establishment of 
NAWADCO is first step towards creating 
Shariah–compliant infrastructure building 
institution. As in Islam, giving interest is 
a sin and a Quranic injunction, Muslims 
keep themselves away from normal banking 
channel. They look forward to the Government 
to facilitate establishment of certain Shariah 
compliant financial institutions, where the 
savings of Muslims can be deposited and 
used for their educational and economic 
development. The NAWADCO may also be 
an institution which can facilitate issuing 
of Shariah–compliant bonds to channelize 

civilization and culture. Our constitution 
guarantees protection of rights of all citizens 
including the minorities.  It is the responsibility 
of the administration to protect the secular 
fabric of our country and to ensure equal 
opportunities to minorities. 
It is necessary that minorities feel secure and 
they have faith in our law and judiciary.  We 
must know that inclusive growth is beneficial 
for the entire nation. It brings happiness and 
stability to the society at large. 
We must be cautious of communal forces who 
want to weaken secularism in the country.  
The law enforcement machineries will have 
to ensure that local small issues don’t disturb 
the harmony. If such incidents take place 
then it must be resolved swiftly without any 
discrimination.
In order to maintain social harmony and our 
secular heritage the cabinet has approved UPA 
government’s Prevention of Communal and 
Targeted Violence Bill. I am hopeful that this 
bill will be tabled in Parliament soon. 
I am happy to be present here on this 
inauguration ceremony. I am very hopeful that 
the National Waqf Development Corporation 
will fulfil its responsibilities. I also thank all 
of you who have come from different parts of 
the country for making this function a grand 
success.  I also congratulate Mr. Rehman Khan, 
Ninong Ering and officials in their Ministry 
for organising such an important and effective 
event.  Thank you. Jai hind! v

savings of Muslims for community welfare.

Elaborating further ,the Minister said that 
the Waqf means a dedication by any person 
of any movable or immovable property for 
any purpose recognized by the Muslim law 
as pious, religious and charitable. Auqaf is 
considered as a Trust Asset and the role of 
the Trustee is to look after the assets and to 
ensure its perpetuity for the beneficiaries. 
There is a virtual collapse of institutions of 
Auqaf in India because of legislative lacuna; 
administrative lapses; lack of political Will; 
indifferent attitude of management of the 
Auqaf; and lack of integrity. 

This Corporation has been established with 
Authorized Share Capital of Rs.500 Crore 
with a paid up capital of Rs.100 crore. In 
this Corporation, the National Minority 
Development and Finance Corporation 
(NMDFC) has 49% shares. 

This Corporation will prove an important 
institution for the development of Waqf 
properties for the community welfare 
particularly for Muslims in India. The 
establishment of NAWADCO is a follow up of 
Sachchar Committee recommendation. India 
has the largest number of Waqf properties 
in the world. There are more than 4.9 lakh 
registered Auqaf (waqf properties) and the 
current annual income from these properties 
is about Rs.163 crores. Sachar Committee has 
estimated that such properties, if properly 
developed, with a minimum return of 10%, 
would be capable of generating an income of 
Rs.12000 crore per annum.  v

“unITy In DIvERsITy” Is 
ThE FOunDATIOn OF InDIAn 
CIvILIzATIOn AnD CuLTuRE. 
OuR COnsTITuTIOn 
guARAnTEEs pROTECTIOn 
OF RIghTs OF ALL CITIzEns 
InCLuDIng ThE MInORITIEs.  
IT Is ThE REspOnsIbILITy 
OF ThE ADMInIsTRATIOn 
TO pROTECT ThE sECuLAR 
FAbRIC OF OuR COunTRy 
AnD TO EnsuRE EquAL 
OppORTunITIEs TO 
MInORITIEs. 
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Cp’s KARNAtAKA VIsIt

Public address of the Congress President at 
Gulbarga in Karnataka on 1st February, 2014

I get a fresh energy whenever I come to 
Karnataka. The people of Karnataka have 

the enthusiasm to take politics into the 
right direction. I am grateful to the voters 
of Karnataka for reposing their faith in the 
Congress Party almost at all times.

Ever since the Congress formed the present 
government in Karnataka, solid works for the 
welfare of the people have taken place. Our 
Chief Minister and other leaders have given 
you information. Therefore, I do not want to 
repeat them. Chief Minister Siddaramayaji and 
Pradesh Congress President Dr. Permashwarji 
and all the Congressmen are trying to deliver 
on the promises made by us during the 
election campaign so that rapid development 
takes place in Karnataka. Before coming 
here among you I had inaugurated the Super 
Specialty ESIC Hospital and Medical College 
which were established through the efforts of 
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge. By this, not only the 
people of this region will get good services 
but the youth who will study in this Medical 
College, will be able to serve the country and 
the society and take the name of the state 
forward.

The UPA Government at the Centre under the 
leadership of Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh has taken several measures for the 
benefit of the people with special focus on 
health, the result of which is visible in the life 
of the people. You all must be aware about 
the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA, Sarva Sikhsa 
Abhiyan, Food Security Act, Land Acquisition 
Bill, Gram Sadak Yojana and Indira Awas 
Yojana programmes. But when there was a BJP 
Government here and because of their misrule 
and corruption, the benefits of these Schemes 

COngREss Is COnCERnED As TO 
hOw TO upLIFT ThE pOOR AnD TO 
gIvE ThEM A LIFE TO LIvE wITh 
hOnOuR: sOnIA gAnDhI

could not reach you. But now, our Congress 
Government in the state are making sincere 
efforts to implement these schemes properly 
so that the benefits reach the needful. Special 
attention has been paid on this. The common 
man is being empowered more than before.

You might remember that in 2002 when there 
was a BJP government in Karnataka which had 
objected to give a special status to Gulbarga. 
But the Congress Government s concerned 
about the development of backward region, 
and is really concerned about the people of 
Hyderabad-Karnataka and is concerned about 
their bright future, just as Rahulji has promised. 
Therefore, the UPA Government has amended 
the Constitution and granted special status to 
Gulbarga, Yadgir, Raichur, Koppal, Bellari and 
Bidar so that this whole region makes rapid 
progress. Hyderbad-Karnataka will particularly 
get most of the benefit by this action. We have 
established a Central University in Gulbarga at 
the cost of Rs. 500 crores so that the students 
here will be able to avail quality education.

We realize the difficulties of our farmers who 
toil hard by shedding their blood and sweat to 
grow foodgrains that is required by us and we 
want to bring down their problems, therefore, 
we have decided to expand the Almatti Dam 
and to modernize its canals. By this to lakhs 
of farmers of North Karnataka will certainly 
bring more joy and prosperity in their lives. 
To empower the women in our country, we 
have been providing loans to them for self 
employment, at low interest rates through the 
Self Help Groups. We have also passed several 
Bills for their safety and security. That the 
poor and backward class children get proper 
education and for this Sarva Siksha Abhiyan 
and the Right to Education has ensured to give 
free education, we also provide scholarships to 
children, particularly belonging to the dalits 

wE REALIzE ThE 
DIFFICuLTIEs OF OuR 
FARMERs whO TOIL 
hARD by shEDDIng 
ThEIR bLOOD AnD swEAT 
TO gROw FOODgRAIns 
ThAT Is REquIRED by us 
AnD wE wAnT TO bRIng 
DOwn ThEIR pRObLEMs, 
ThEREFORE, wE hAvE 
DECIDED TO ExpAnD ThE 
ALMATTI DAM AnD TO 
MODERnIzE ITs CAnALs. by 
ThIs TO LAkhs OF FARMERs 
OF nORTh kARnATAkA wILL 
CERTAInLy bRIng MORE 
jOy AnD pROspERITy In 
ThEIR LIvEs.
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and minorities and to give modern education 
to children studying in madrasas, specially 
girls. Special focus has been on the upliftment 
of the minorities under the Prime Minister’s 
fifteen-point programme. We have accepted 
most of the recommendations of the Sachar 
Committee and its implementation is going 
on. On the properties of the minorities, for 
their development and safety and transparency 
National Waqf Development Corporation has 
been formed.

We all must know that the benefits of 
development can only be reaped if we can 
control corruption. We do not have to tell you 
about the corruption record of our opposition 
parties, you all know better. Congress always 
led the battle against corruption from the 
front and that is why we enacted the Right to 
Information Act and got the Lokpal Bill passed. 
All the Congress-ruled states will constitute 
a strong Lokayukta by this month end, for 
which we are committed. This is the difference 
between Congress and other parties. While 
other parties make false promises, spread 
numours and make false allegations against us 
and make big lectures, but only the Congress 
does the work. Those who are busy blowing 
their own trumpet, what can be expected of 
them? Will they care about poor? No, they 
will not. They have just one goal, that is to grab 
power. They can do anything to grab-power. 
We have to be aware about their real purpose.

This land of yours is of saints and soofis and 
this is a symbol of our composite culture. I 
am pretty sure that you will not allow such 
divisive forces to grow and succeed which try 
to divide our nation and its people, who indulge 
in spreading the poison of hatred and who do 
not believe on Secular values. 

Congress is concerned, its concern is not about 
power, its concern is about the nation, it is 
concerned about you. Our concern is to make 
the dream of our youth a reality, it is concerned 
about giving support to their hopes. Congress 
is concerned as to how to uplift the poor and 
to give them a life to live with honour. We are 
concerned about maintaining brotherhood 
and harmony in our country so that every 
state of this country makes rapid progress. 
For this, Congress has always and will make 
continuous struggle. Your battle is the battle 
of the Congress. Your struggle is the struggle 
of the Congress.

With these words, I would like to thank you all 
from the core of my heart for coming to this 
meeting from far off places. Jai Hind! v

Gu lb ar g a :  C ong re ss  Pre s i d e nt  and 
UPAChairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi launched 
party’s campaign for the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha elections in Karnataka by addressing a 
huge public rally in Gulbarga on 1st February, 
2014. While speaking on the occasion, 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi accused 
opposition parties of indulging in divisive 
politics by “sowing seeds of poison” and 
instigating violence. “Congress is concerned 
about the bright future of the people of 
Hyderabad-Karnataka. You remember 
Rahulji (Gandhi) had promised and as per 
constitutional provisions we gave special status 
to Gulbarga, Yadgir, Raichur, Koppal, Bellary 
and Bidar districts in Hyderabad-Karnataka 
region,” she said.

The Congress President highlighted the pro-
people measures taken by the Congress-led 
UPA Government at the Centre and attacked 
the earlier BJP government in the state for 
not implementing those schemes properly. 
“Unfortunately, earlier, because of the misrule 
of the corrupt BJP government here, the 
benefits of these schemes and policies could 
not reach its targeted beneficiaries. But, 
now, the present Congress government in 
the state has been putting its sincere efforts 
to implement the central schemes properly 
and promptly, and the people of all sections 
are gaining from it,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and added “..The present government in 
Karnataka, it has been working for the welfare 
of the people... The government and the 
Congress party have been trying to deliver on 
the promises made by us during the election 
campaign”.

 “We all must know that one can reap the 
benefits of development only if we get rid of 
the menace of corruption. I do not have to 
explain the double stance of our opposition on 

sOnIA gAnDhI In guLbARgA, sAys IT (bjp) wILL DO 
AnyThIng TO gRAb pOwER

corruption, as you have experienced it under 
BJP rule in Karnataka” Smt. Sonia Gandhi said.

“Congress always led the battle against 
corruption, from the front.  That is why 
we enacted Right to Information Act and 
passed the Lokpal Bill. All the Congress ruled 
states will constitute a strong Lokayukta by 
this month end. While the BJP and other 
opposition parties are making false promises, 
spreading rumours and false allegations 
against us, we have been concentrating on 
our pro-poor efforts” underlined Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and emphasised, “We do not talk 
much, but just act. BJP and opposition parties 
talk big but only Congress delivers on its 
promises”.  

 “Congress is not at all bothered about securing 
power but is bothered about the country 
and its people. Our concern is to make the 
dream of our youth a reality. Congress’s 
concern is the welfare and upliftment of the 
poor. Our concern is to maintain secularism, 
brotherhood and harmony of our country so 
that we can progress in the required manner” 
said Smt. Sonia Gandhi and concluded, “Your 
struggles are Congress party’s struggles and 
your fight is the Congress party’s fight”.

Earlier, Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
inaugurated the ESIC Medical College and 
buildings of ESIC Hospital, Dental College, 
and Nursing College constructed at a cost of 
Rs 893 crore.

Chief Minister, Shri Siddaramaiah and Union 
Ministers Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, who hails 
from Gulbarga district, Shri Veerappa Moily, 
Shri Oscar Fernandes, Shri Rehman Khan and 
senior Congress leader Shri Digvijaya Singh, 
besides KPCC President Shri G Parameshwara 
were present at the rally. v
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bIhAR Is A syMbOL OF ThE bAsIC EDuCATIOn AnD 

CuLTuRE OF InDIA, IT hAs bEEn A hIsTORIC CEnTRE FOR 

EDuCATIOn sInCE AgEs. IT hAs bEEn ThE EFFORT OF ThE 

COngREss TO MAkE ThIs TRADITIOn MORE sTROng sO 

ThAT gOOD EDuCATIOn Is pROvIDED TO EvERy sECTIOn 

OF ThE sOCIETy sO ThAT EvEn ThE LAsT pERsOn In ThE 

sOCIETy gETs ThE bEnEFIT OF DEvELOpMEnT.

Today is the martyrdom day of the father 
of the nation. First of all I would like to 

pay my tributes to the noble soul. Sixty five 
years back on this day Gandhiji was killed 
by a person of communal ideology and tried 
to weaken our basic secular culture of our 
country. Today, the same forces are trying to 
misguide the people. They are busy preparing 
to disturb the brotherhood and harmony in 
the society. Efforts are being made to destroy 
the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi. We must 
fight these forces and that is a big challenge 
which only an educated and an aware society 
can do. Therefore, education plays a big role 
in the lives of the people.

Today, I have taken a step forward in this 
direction by placing the foundation stone of 
the Aligarh Muslim University Centre. For 
this I would like to appreciate the efforts of 
your MP, Maulana Asraul Haq which made 
this possible. This Centre would open a new 
chapter by providing opportunity to boys and 
girls from around this place to avail modern 
education and skill development. This is no 
mean achievement that Sir Sayeed Ahmad 
Khan laid the foundation of Aligarh Muslim 
University around hundred and twenty nine 
years ago. Today, Every Indian is proud of his 
farsightedness and of his new thinking. 

Bihar is a symbol of the basic education and 
culture of India, it has been a historic centre 
for education since ages. It has been the effort 
of the Congress to make this tradition more 
strong so that good education is provided to 
every section of the society so that even the 
last person in the society gets the benefit of 
development.

When there was a Congress government 

Cp’s BIHAR VIsIt

bIhAR Is ThE AnCIEnT 
CEnTRE OF EDuCATIOn: 
sOnIA gAnDhI

Speech of the Congress President at the foundation ceremony of 
the Aligarh Muslim University and Public meeting at Kishanganj 
in Bihar on 30th January, 2014

in Bihar, there was 
lot of development, 
w h e t h e r  i t  w a s 
education, health, or 
be it industry or the 
basic infrastructure. 
Lot of work was done. 
Though the Congress 
is not in power in 
Bihar for quite some 
time, but following 
on our principles we have not lacked anything 
in the development of this state. Particularly, 
in the past ten years the UPA Government 
has given more than Rs. 1,34,000 crores 
for the development of Bihar so that lot 
of development takes place and there is 
prosperity in the lives of the people.

The UPA Government with their policies and 
programmes has kept the interest of all the 
people in mind and has taken many historic 
steps.

To fight against corruption, we first made the 
‘Right to Information’ Bill and then got the 
Lokpal Bill passed in Parliament. We brought 

Mahatma Gandhi NREGA so that the poor 
unemployed in rural areas live with pride, and 
that no one in our country lives in hunger, we 
started the Food Security programme through 
which 80 crore people in urban and rural areas 
will get grains at cheap rates, special attention 
has been given to the health of women, 
particularly the pregnant women and their 
children and special services have been started 
in hospitals. We implemented the Sarva Sikhsa 
Abhiyan and the Right to Education Acts so 
that the children get free primary education. 
Efforts are being made to provide modern 
education in Madarssas and for this financial 
help is being given to those children who 
cannot go to school. The Muslim community 



Congress sandesh | 9 | February 2014

has derived a lot of benefit from this provision, 
which is visibly clear. Muslim children have 
taken admission in large numbers in Schools 
and Madarssas and the most appreciative fact 
is, that most of them are girls. This has given 
us encouragement.

We have accepted most of the recommendations 
of the Sachar Committee. For the development 
of Muslim properties in a transparent way, 
for their safety and their use for the welfare of 
the community, National Waqf Development 
Corporation has been made. This was 
inaugurated only yesterday at New Delhi 
by our Prime Minister. These are just a few 
examples.

The Congress wants the development of all 

Cp’s BIHAR VIsIt

this foundation intact and strong. The country 
will develop only if there is brotherhood and 
harmony, prosperity will only come in the 
community when people from all class will 
move ahead unitedly. There is a thinking 
of those who do not believe in the Ganga-
Jamuna culture, who want to divide the society 
on communal lines, they are rigid in their 
thinking and want to spread the poison of 
hatred and stoke the flare of disharmony. They 
just want to achieve power, therefore you have 
to be aware of such elements. 

The Congress Party has been fighting to 
bring happiness in the lives of all class of 
people, particularly the weaker section, Dalits, 
Adivasis, Minorities, Backward, Women and 
the Youth and want to see the sparkle of hope 
in their eyes, for their courage and their self-
confidence and shall continue with this fight. 

whEn ThERE wAs A COngREss gOvERnMEnT In bIhAR, ThERE 

wAs LOT OF DEvELOpMEnT, whEThER IT wAs EDuCATIOn, 

hEALTh, OR bE IT InDusTRy OR ThE bAsIC InFRAsTRuCTuRE. 

LOT OF wORk wAs DOnE. ThOugh ThE COngREss Is nOT In 

pOwER In bIhAR FOR quITE sOME TIME, buT FOLLOwIng On 

OuR pRInCIpLEs wE hAvE nOT LACkED AnyThIng In ThE 

DEvELOpMEnT OF ThIs sTATE. pARTICuLARLy, In ThE pAsT 

TEn yEARs ThE upA gOvERnMEnT hAs gIvEn MORE ThAn 

Rs. 1,34,000 CROREs FOR ThE DEvELOpMEnT OF bIhAR sO 

ThAT LOT OF DEvELOpMEnT TAkEs pLACE AnD ThERE Is 

pROspERITy In ThE LIvEs OF ThE pEOpLE.

Your struggle is the struggle of the Congress, 
your battle is the battle of the Congress. 

With these words, I would like to thank all of 
you and particularly my sisters who have come 
from for off places. Jai Hind! v

ThE COngREss pARTy hAs 

bEEn FIghTIng TO bRIng 

hAppInEss In ThE LIvEs 

OF ALL CLAss OF pEOpLE, 

pARTICuLARLy ThE wEAkER 

sECTIOn, DALITs, ADIvAsIs, 

MInORITIEs, bACkwARD, 

wOMEn AnD ThE yOuTh AnD 

wAnT TO sEE ThE spARkLE 

OF hOpE In ThEIR EyEs, 

FOR ThEIR COuRAgE AnD 

ThEIR sELF-COnFIDEnCE 

AnD shALL COnTInuE wITh 

ThIs FIghT. yOuR sTRuggLE 

Is ThE sTRuggLE OF ThE 

COngREss, yOuR bATTLE 

Is ThE bATTLE OF ThE 

COngREss.

sections of the society and of all the regions 
of the country without any discrimination 
and provide all the funds. But it becomes 
the responsibility of the State Government 
to use them timely and give benefits to the 
people. 

When a state develops, the country also 
develops and we all feel happy. But I want to 
say that we are passing through a delicate phase 
and are standing at such a cross road where we 
have to answer some questions. We have to 
decide whether we have to be united and move 
forward on the path of development or to take 
to narrow thinking and remain lost in the dark.

This is a battle of ideologies. The belief of the 
Congress is to protect secularism. Secularism 
means to honour all religions. Which means 
equality for all religions and which is the 
foundation of our country and we have kept 
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GolDeN JuBIlee CeleBRAtIoN

“I am delighted to participate in the 
Golden Jubilee celebrations of the 

Central Vigilance Commission, or the 
CVC as it is commonly known. The CVC 
is a very important part of the institutional 
framework for fighting corruption and 
ensur ing  probity,  t ransparenc y  and 
accountability in the work and conduct of 
public servants. Ever since it was established 
50 years back, it has served our country with 
distinction. I compliment the CVC for its 
outstanding record.

The past 50 years have witnessed an increase 
in the scope and complexity of the work 
of the CVC. When it was set up in 1964 
by an executive order, it was expected 
to monitor all vigilance activities in the 
Central Government and advise Central 
Government organizations in planning, 
executing, reviewing and reforming their 
vigilance work. Later, in pursuance of the 
judgment of the Supreme Court in the 
Vineet Narain case, it was accorded statutory 
status and superintendence of investigation 
of corruption cases by the CBI was added 
to its responsibilities. The Central Vigilance 
Commissioner was also given a major role 
in the selection of Director and other senior 
officers of the CBI. More recently, the 
responsibility of protecting whistle blowers 
has been entrusted to the CVC. And very 
recently, the coming into force of the Lokpal 
and Lokayuktas Act has added to the charter 
of the Commission’s responsibilities like 
preliminary enquiries on matters referred 
to it by the Lokpal and action against those 
making false and vexatious complaints. 
It has also enlarged the jurisdiction of 

the CVC to cover 
Group B, C and D 
employees  of  the 
Central Government 
in cases referred to 
it  by  the  Lokpal . 
This  widening of 
scope of the work 
of  t he  CVC over 
the years has also 
been accompanied 
b y  i n c r e a s i n g 
complexity, as public 
policy formulation 
and implementation 
have become more 
and more complex 
with the passage of 
time.

In fact, it is not only 
the  CVC but  the 
whole institutional 
set up for fighting 
c o r r u p t i o n  t h a t 
has  u nd e rgone  a 
transformation with 
the passage of time. This process of change 
has particularly picked up in the last 10 
years. New laws have been enacted to ensure 
probity, transparency and accountability in 
administration. The Right to Information 
Act and the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 
are major examples. A number of new laws 
are under consideration of Parliament. 
These include the Right of Citizens for 
the Time Bound Delivery of Goods and 
Services and Redressal of their Grievances 
Bill, the Public Procurement Bill and a Bill 

to amend the Prevention of Corruption 
Act. These legislative initiatives have been 
accompanied by administrative steps in the 
same direction. Greater use of Information 
and Communications Technology has 
also helped in increasing transparency 
and reducing opportunities for corrupt 
practices.

The last few years have also seen a very 
vigorous debate on corruption in our 
country, with civil society and media being 
active participants. As I have said earlier, I 

“…ThE uLTIMATE AIM OF Any AnTI-CORRupTIOn 
MEChAnIsM Is TO COnTRIbuTE TOwARDs IMpROvEMEnT 

OF ThE pROCEssEs OF gOvERnAnCE AnD DELIvERy OF 
sERvICEs.” : prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan singh 

Prime Minister’s address at the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of 
Central Vigilance Commission on 11th February, 2014 at New 
Delhi
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processes of governance and delivery of 
services. This can happen only when we 
encourage bold and innovative decision 
making. Therefore, we must make sure 
that honest officers are not harassed for 
bonafide mistakes that they might make 
while taking well-meaning decisions. At 
the time of establishment of the CVC, the 
then Prime Minister Shri Lal Bahadur 
Shastri had observed that the Commission 
was to be a fearless champion of the man 
of integrity and source of terror to corrupt 
officers. We must ensure the championing 
of the cause of the man of integrity in all our 
institutions. In the scenario in which this 
does not happen, decision making would 
suffer badly and instead of improving the 
processes of governance, we would end up 
stifling them.

Maintaining this  balance necessari ly 
involves a high degree of expertise in 
ana lyzing and scrut iniz ing complex 
decisions pertaining to policy formulation 
and implementation. This points to the 
need for greater professional expertise in 
diverse fields in agencies like the CVC and 
the CBI. Such agencies would perhaps do 
well in also inducting officers from expert 
organizations.

Another balance that agencies like the CVC 
ought to maintain is between the need to 
be careful and detailed and the need for 
speed. Matters like disciplinary proceedings 
and grant of vigilance clearance must be 
disposed of in time. Excessive delays make 

such exercises meaningless.

There is a need for moderation in the public 
debate about corruption as well. In the 
past few years, we have been witnessing a 
very vigorous public debate in our country 
on matters relating to corruption, with 
accusations flying thick and fast. While 
informed discussion on such matters is 
certainly desirable, much too often we see 
a trivialisation of complex public policy 
issues. This is accompanied by unwarranted 
condemnation of the decisions taken and 
imputation of guilt and malafide on the 
part of those who took those decisions. I 
sincerely think there is a need to change 
this state of affairs.

Autonomy of investigating agencies is a 
subject on which I have spoken earlier as 
well. Investigating agencies have always 
enjoyed complete autonomy in investigation 
of criminal cases. Our Government has also 
been willing to do more to insulate the CBI 
from extraneous influences. However, it is 
also necessary to ensure that the political 
executive exercises the oversight that it is 
expected to in a democratic polity over any 
investigating agency.

These are the few brief thoughts that I 
wish to share with you. I am sure that 
the distinguished men and women who 
are participating in this conference will 
examine these and other such matters 
in much greater detail. I wish you very 
productive deliberations. I also wish the 
CVC all success in the future.” v

believe this debate has been on the whole 
for the good. It has led not only to increased 
awareness in the people about their rights 
and the responsibilities of public authorities 
but also a realization in public authorities of 
the heightened expectation that our people 
have from them.

The agenda of this conference covers 
all these developments. In fact, it is a 
vast agenda that is before you - from the 
effectiveness of the legal and institutional 
frameworks for fighting corruption to the 
use of Information and Communications 
Technology, from the role of investigating 
agencies to the role of media and civil 
society, from autonomy and accountability 
of investigating agencies to electoral 
reforms and political accountability. The 
conference also brings together men and 
women of distinction from diverse fields 
- Government, public and private sectors, 
media, law and academics. I am sure that the 
discussions that follow will be stimulating 
and of great benefit to the participants, and 
will also contribute towards strengthening 
our efforts for fighting corruption. On 
my part, I would like to briefly mention 
some broad issues which I believe are of 
abiding importance in our anti-corruption 
initiatives. I have stressed on some of these 
issues earlier occasions as well, but I think 
they are well worth repeating.

It is important to remember that the ultimate 
aim of any anti-corruption mechanism is to 
contribute towards improvement of the 
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A RepoRt

Congress President and UPA Chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi addressed a function to  

commemorate the landmark achievement of 
Polio Free India at a special function at New 
Delhi’s Talkatora Indoor Stadium on 12th 
February, 2014. President Pranab Mukherjee, 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, Union 
Minister of Health & Family Welfare Ghulam 
Nabi Azad and World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Director General Margaret Chan were 
also among those present on the occasion. The 
celebration has been organized by the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare to commemorate 
this accomplishment as well as to thank all 
those who contributed to it.

Speaking at the occasion Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
Chairperson, NAC that the victory of the 
nation over polio is an extraordinary success. 
It is unmatched in scope and extent anywhere 
in the world, she said.  “There is nothing 
that makes me more happy here today as we 
celebrate the three years of freedom from polio 
in our country. The India Polio Eradication 
Programme is something we can all be proud 
of. 20 years ago more than 50000 people, 
mostly from poor families, were affected by 
it. That means more than 50000 women and 
families face the financial and social burden 
of bringing up polio-stricken children. Today 

no woman, no families, has to bear this painful 
burden” and added, “The programme was an 
extra ordinary success. In scope and reach, 
it has been unmatched by any health based 
programme in the world. It has reached every 
child across the length and breadth of our land 
and finally rid our country of this ancient and 
creeping curse”.

“Today we acknowledge that this historic 
milestone has been achieved with single 
mindedness of purpose and extra ordinary 
team work and a strong political will. This 
massive immunization programme required 
a high degree of coordination. I congratulate 
Sh. Ghulam Nabi Azad and his team of officers 
from the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, field officials, health workers, ASHAs 
and volunteers who made this achievement 
possible”, further said the Congress President  

“Let us go from here today, while we celebrate; 
let us go from here today committed to 
bring the same determination to bear in the 
eradication of other diseases which are still 
a burden on our people, especially on our 
children”, said Smt Sonia Gandhi. “I once again 
congratulate all those who have participated 
in this exemplary and successful programme; 
I salute them all; I salute you all”, said the 
Congress President while concluding her 

address.

The Prime Minister while speaking at the 
function stated that this was truly a historic 
day. This is no ordinary achievement, he said. 
The impressive achievement can be attributed 
to strong political will, assured financial 
commitment and to robust oversight of the 
strategy adopted by the government, the Prime 
Minister said. He stated that this demonstrates 
that polio can be eradicated despite many 
obstacles and adverse circumstances. He said 
that our success in eradicating polio has made 
us more confident of achieving our objectives. 

 
India has completed three years without polio, 
a landmark achievement which would pave 
the way for a polio-free certification from 
the World Health Organisation (WHO). The 
country introduced the oral polio vaccine 
in 1985 in the universal immunisation 
programme in the backdrop of over 200,000 
cases of polio annually. India has not reported 
any new case of polio since a two-year-old 
girl got polio paralysis on January 13, 2011 
in Howrah district of West Bengal. India’s 
victory over polio paves the way for a polio-
free certification of the South East Asia region 
of WHO in March end. v

wE ARE pOLIO-FREE nOw, LET us 
wORk TOgEThER TO ERADICATE OThER 

DIsEAsEs TOO : sOnIA gAnDhI
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‘bEAT ME TO DEATh, nOThIng 
wILL sTOp ME FROM ChAngIng 
ThE sysTEM’

- Rahul gandhi

Following are the excerpts of the interview of Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
to TV news channel ‘Times Now’.

Does a faceoff with Modi worry him? Is he a reluctant politician? How 
does he feel about scams that dented UPA 2? Rahul Gandhi answers 
these questions and many more in a conversation with TimesNow 
editor-in-chief Arnab Goswami. Excerpts:

You’ve been an MP for 10 years now, you fought your first election in 
2004, and this is your first TV interview. 

It’s not my first interview, but it’s my first formal interview of this 
type. 

You have avoided this question about whether y o u 
are open to the PM’s post. It seems you 
are avoiding a difficult contest.

see, if you look at the speech I gave 
at AICC a few days back. The issue 
is basically how the pM is chosen. 
the way the pM is chosen is 
through Mps. our system chooses 
Mps and Mps elect the pM. I 
said pretty clearly in my 
AICC speech that 
if the Congress 
so chooses 
and the 

Congress wants me to do anything for them,I am happy to do that. 
It’s respect for the process. Announcing your pM prior to an election, 
announcing your pM without asking the Mps, is not written in the 
constitution. 

You did that in 2009? 

No, we didn’t... In 2009 we had an incumbent pM. The pM won 
the election, he then went to parliament. The Mps decided that the 
pM will continue. There was actually a process where he was asked. 

Who else will Congress MPs choose if not Rahul Gandhi? 

That is up to them right, but what one has to do and this is central to 
what I keep saying is that democracy is about respect of processes. 
Democracy is about nonarbitrary decisions. Democracy is about 
spreading decisions; it is not about destroying processes. There is 
a process in the Constitution and that process says, ...Mps are to 
be elected by the population and Mps are to elect the pM ...I am 
respecting that process. 

Are you avoiding a direct face-off with Narendra Modi? Is there a 
fear of loss? 

to understand that question you have to understand who Rahul 
Gandhi is and what Rahul Gandhi’s circumstances have been 

and if you delve into that you will get an answer to the question 
of what Rahul Gandhi is scared of and what he is not scared 
of. The real question is what I am doing sitting here. You are 

a journalist. When you were small you must have said to 
yourself I want to do something, you decided to become 

a journalist at some point. Why did you do that? 

Because I enjoy being a journalist... Are you avoiding a 
face-off with Modi?

...I will answer the question and that will give you 
some insight into how Rahul Gandhi thinks. For 
that I will have to expand a little on how I grew up 
and the circumstances in which I grew up. What I 

saw as a child was my father who was a pilot. 
Because of circumstances, he was thrown 

into the political system. And, after my 
grandmother died, I saw my father in 
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constant combat with the system and then I saw him die. I have 
seen my grandmother die. I have seen my father die. I have seen my 
grandmother go to jail and I have been through tremendous pain as 
a child. What I had to be scared of losing, I lost. There is absolutely 
nothing I am scared of. 

Modi calls you Shehzada. What is your view on him? 

What Rahul Gandhi and millions of youngsters in this country 
want to change is the way the system in this country works. Rahul 
Gandhi wants to empower the women, wants to unleash the power 
of these women. 

You are avoiding the question. What is the Congress vice-president’s 
view of BJP’s PM candidate? 

No I am not avoiding the question. I think we will defeat the BJp in 
the next elections.. The BJp has a pM candidate, the BJp believes in 
concentration of power in the hands of one person. I fundamentally 
disagree with that. I believe in democracy. I believe in opening up 
the system. I believe in RtI. I believe in giving power to our people. 
We have fundamentally different philosophies. 

Your PM accuses Modi of presiding over ‘the massmassacre of 
innocent citizens on the streets of Ahmedabad’. Do you agree with 
your PM when he says that? What the PM is saying is a fact. Gujarat 
happened. People died but the real issue as far I am concerned...  
How do you accuse Narendra Modi of it? 

Gujarat happened, people died. The real issue at hand here is... 

How is Modi responsible? 

He was CM when Gujarat happened. 

Can the Congress sustain its attack on Modi on this issue when he has 
been given a clean chit by the courts? 

Congress and BJp have two completely different philosophies. our 
attack on BJp is based on the idea that this country needs to move 
forward democratically. It needs to push democracy deeper. It needs 
to push democracy into villages. It needs to give women democratic 
powers. It needs to give youngsters democratic powers... our party 
is fighting an ideological battle against BJp. And, let me draw out 
the two pillars – our party believes women should be empowered, 
democracy should go to every house, that RtI and the MNReGA 
paradigm should be further expanded. BJp believes power should 
be concentrated, few people should run this country and masses 
should have no voice. 

Your party has consistently wanted to put Modi on the back foot on 
the Gujarat riots. Is your party’s argument about putting him on the 
back foot on Gujarat flawed, given the way courts have looked at it? 

The pM has stated his position on the Gujarat riots. They took place, 
people died. Mr Modi was in charge of Gujarat at that point. I am 
bringing you to a real ideological battle that is taking place here. 
The real ideological battle that is taking place here and the one 
we are going to win is the battle of empowering people...But the 
real issue at hand here is empowering women, giving them true 
power. We talk about India being a superpower we can only be 
half a superpower if our women are not empowered. What I 
want to do is focus on three things. Focus on empowering our 
people, truly empowering our people, giving them democratic 

rights within the party... I want to put India on the manufacturing 
map, I want to make this the centre of manufacturing in the world. 
I want to make this place at least as much as a manufacturing power 
as China. 

Do you acknowledge the role of Congressmen in the 1984 riots? Will 
you apologize for the riots just as your party demands an apology from 
Modi for the Gujarat riots? 

In 1977 when my grandmother lost the election… those people who 
stood by her were sikhs. pretty much everyone had deserted my 
grandmother but the sikhs were standing with my grandmother. 
I think sikhs are probably one of the industrious people in this 
country. I admire them. We have a pM who is sikh. I don’t have 
the same world view as my opposition. What those two people did 
to my grandmother, were two individuals. I don’t turn around and 
take my anger which existed then, frankly, it doesn’t exist now and 
brush it onto an entire community, that’s just not me... I do not 
take my anger which existed on two individuals who did something 
evil and wrong and overlay it on millions of people. I think that’s 
criminal. Did the sikh riots take place in Delhi? Absolutely. Were 
they completely wrong? Absolutely. 

Were Congressmen involved? 

some Congressmen were probably involved. 

Has justice been delivered to them? 

There is a legal process through which they have gone through... 
some Congressmen have been punished for it. 

In that case, why don’t you apologize for the 1984 riots? Congressmen 
who you are talking about are still fighting their cases. In 2009, if I am 
not mistaken Jagdish Tytler, was going to get 

nominated as a Congress 
candidate, it was only 

following a media 
furore that  his 
nomination was 
t a k e n  b a c k . 
D o  y o u  f e e l 
Congressmen 
were involved 
and do you 
believe if you 
a p o l o g i z e 

there will be 
finality? 
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The fact of the matter is that innocent people died in 1984 and 
innocent people dying is a horrible thing and should not happen. 
The difference between Gujarat and 1984 was that the government 
of Gujarat was involved in the riots. 

the Gujarat CM has been given a clean chit by the courts.  
The difference between the ’84 riots and the riots in Gujarat was that 
in 1984 the government was trying to stop the riots. I remember, I 
was a child then. I remember the government was doing everything 
it could to stop the riots. In Gujarat the opposite was the case. The 
government in Gujarat was actually abetting and pushing the riots 
further. so there is a huge difference between the two things, saying 
that innocent people dying is absolutely wrong... I mean, people 
saw it. I am not the person who saw it, your colleague saw it. Your 
colleagues told me. 

What are you saying? Can you explain? 

There was a difference between the 1984 riots and the riots in 
Gujarat. In 1984, the government was trying to stop riots, trying 
to stop the killing whereas the government in Gujarat was allowing 
the riots. 

You don’t need to apologize for the ’84 riots? Your PM has apologized. 

First of all I wasn’t involved in the riots at all. It wasn’t that I was 
part of it... I think that riots, as all riots, were horrible. I was not in 
operation in the Congress. 

Your party got 90.4% of its funds in cash between 2008 and 2012 and 
89% of its money from unaccounted sources. Why would you not put 
Congress and its funds under the RTI scanner? 

political parties should be under RtI if parties feel, and it’s a law 
that has to be passed in parliament. If parties unanimously feel that 
that should be the case, then that should be the case. 

...What about placing your own party under scrutiny? 

I am the first person who has been over the last five years talking 
about transparency in the party. I have made Youth Congress and 
NsuI fully elected bodies. I have spoken about the six bills in 
parliament. I have spoken about lokpal Bill and pushed the lokpal 
Bill. I was involved in RtI. We worked together to bring RtI. I am 
absolutely for transparency. There are questions about RtI that 
need to be discussed. The real question is that our system is based 
on different pillars. And the question is which of these should have 
RtI. If you only put RtI into one pillar and don’t have RtI in, for 
example the judiciary and the press, and in other areas you might 
create an imbalance. Am I for bringing RtI into as many places 
possible? Absolutely. Am I for creating an imbalance and weakening 
the legislative structures? No I am not. 

How does putting parties under RTI weaken the legislative process? 

It brings in transparency but it changes the balance of power. 

How?

Because the judiciary does not come under RtI. The press does not 
have RtI. other components of the system do not have RtI... if 
you want to deepen RtI, you have to think about it in a composite 
manner. You cannot just say, okay let’s put RtI here, put RtI here. 
You must have a strategy to put RtI and open the system together. 

You’re happy to discuss bringing parties under RTI? 

Absolutely…. The central question is who chooses candidates and 
how? The central issue is what is the power of the Mp, the power of 
the MlA and the power of the pradhan? If you look at the legislative 
power of an Mp, of an MlA and the role he plays in parliament and 
in the Assembly, he doesn’t actually make laws. He presses buttons. 
Go to a state like up and look at the law making done by MlAs, it’s 
extremely limited. You can’t talk about bringing people into politics 
until you start to empower these people. 

Was it part of empowerment of people that Ashok Chavan was 
protected in the Adarsh scam despite the judicial commission saying 
he was involved? You haven’t shown political will to use your influence 
to ensure Chavan faces justice. Why are you still protecting him? 

In the Congress wherever we have had issues of corruption we have 
taken action. We brought RtI which is the single biggest weapon 
against corruption. And we got it ourselves. We delivered RtI to this 
country... I made my position on Chavan clear at a press conference. 
I made it absolutely clear. let me go back to the issue at hand. The 
issue is bringing in youngsters into politics. opening doors... 

Coming to Virbhadra Singh, we have papers showing he has taken 
money from a company which his government does business with. 
He says he took it as a loan because he wanted to renovate his palace. 
Was it appropriate of him? By not speaking on it, aren’t you missing 
on yet another opportunity to address corruption?

There is a legal process. And that legal process should be followed 
and concluded. As far as my personal view is concerned, anybody 
who is corrupt should be brought to book. 

Was the legal process completed when A Raja was asked to leave the 
cabinet?

We took action against DMK ministers. 

Was legal process completed when Kalmadi was asked to leave as 
secretary of the Congress Parliamentary Committee? 

We took action on corrupt ministers. We have passed a bill in 
parliament: The lokpal Bill — the most powerful thing. We got you 
RtI and we got six bills sitting in parliament. We have to change 
the way the system works. We are always talking about peripheral 
things. We are never talking about why this system is corrupt. There 
is too much concentration of power in the system and people on the 
peripheries do not have power. people on the streets do not have 
power. We need to open the doors of political parties. We need to 
move, carry out more legislation like RtI. 

Should you have spoken up much earlier? Why didn’t you speak up 
during 2G? Why didn’t you speak up during Coalgate?

I report to the pM. Whatever I felt I had conversations with the 
pM. Whatever I felt about the issues I made it clear to him. I was 
involved in the RtI legislation. I have helped pass the lokpal Bill. 
The real issue here is participation of people in politics. That’s 
where nobody wants to talk. everybody is happy with 500 people 
running the system. Nobody, none of you wants to raise that issue. 
The fundamental issue is how we choose candidates. 

When the Pawan Bansal-Ashwini Kumar episode happened for six days, 
the government battled back. For six days Parliament was washed out, 
do you feel in retrospect you could have spoken out earlier? 

...This country needs to look at the fundamental issues, the political 

VICe pResIDeNt’s INteRVIeW



Congress sandesh | 16 | February 2014

issue is that our system is controlled by too few people and we must 
change the way our political system is structured. We have to make 
our parties more transparent. 

L a lu  Pr a s a d  w a s  c onv i c te d  on  S e pte mb e r  3 0 ,  2 0 1 3 , 
in the fodder scam case. Will you still enter into a political 
arrangement with him? Will you make that compromise?  
These decisions of the Congress are made by senior leaders.  
You are the boss.

our alliance in Bihar is with a party, not an individual. It’s not 
certain we are going to make an alliance, we are in process of 
talking to people and our alliance is withan idea, with a party, not 
an individual. 

Have you woken up to price rise after the 4-0 drubbing in the last 
state election?

I’ve been working with the pM on price rise and we have taken steps 
in our states, where we have called the CMs and taken steps where 
we have actually reduced prices of vegetables. so, it is not that I just 
woke up. I have been working on it systematically...I have faith in 
pM. He’s our leader...

What do you think of AAP and why are your views constantly shifting 
on them?

The work I have done in Congress, in Youth Congress and the work 
I am going to do in future is about bringing in youngsters into the 
party, strengthening processes, the candidate selection process and 
strengthening policy processes. I made a comment about AAp where 
I said there is something we can learn from them. What I felt that 
we could learn from them is that they reached out to people in a 

particular way that was good. There are 
things we should not take away from 

them. The real power of Congress 
is the depth of the organization 
and you can’t make changes by 
destroying things. 

What is your view on Arvind 
Kejriwal?

He is a leader of an opposition 
party like many others. In front 

of us is an election and we must 
do three things. We have to 

transform ourselves, 
bring in youngsters. 

We have to give them 
space. We have to 

look at 

manufacturing. We have set up the corridors — North, south, east 
& West. (We have to see) how we can take the energy of the people 
and build a manufacturing super house... That is what I think the 
real issues are. 

Are you using AAP to split the anti-Congress vote to keep Modi out 
of power? There is a theory that Congress is propping up AAP and 
keeping them on an extended leash. Had AAP not been there BJP 
would have done better? 

You are implying that we have brought AAp... I think you 
underestimate the power of the Congress. the Congress is an 
extremely powerful system... 

You will win the election?

Yeah, I will win the election. 

And if you don’t win do you take full responsibility for it ?  
If we don’t win, I am the VP of the party. Of course I will take 
responsibility for it. 

If AAp goes against sheila Dikshit in the CWG scam, will you 
continue to support them? I have already said regardless of who 
the person is, if there is an issue of corruption the law should take 
its course. 

Why do you keep invoking your family name?

I don’t actually keep invoking my family name, I have mentioned 
my family name once or twice and then people report that. I didn’t 
choose to be born in this family. I didn’t sign up and say I like to 
be born in this family. It happened, so the choice in front of me is 
simple. I can either turn around and say I will just walk away from 
this thing and leave it alone or I can say I can try and improve 
something. pretty much every single thing I have done in my 
political career has been to bring in youngsters, has been to open 
up, has been to democratize. I am absolutely against the concept 
of dynasty. Anybody who knows me knows that. But you are not 
going to wish away dynasty in a closed system. You have to open 
the system. Dynasty or children of politicians becoming powerful 
happens in BJp. It happens in DMK. It happens in the sp. It happens 
in Congress. It happens everywhere. 

Then how are you different? 

You have to go into why it is happening... The reason children of 
politicians keep getting repositioned is because the system is closed. 
You are not going to change that without opening the system. You are 
not going to open the system without having processes. The system 
is not going to open by waving a wand and saying Abracadabra let 
us open the system. It is going to take time, it is going to take effort 
and it is going to take structure... That is the work we are doing when 
we talk of 15 parliamentary seats being chosen. 

Only 15 constituencies?

Absolutely, because one needs to set up the systems, if I was to 
suddenly launch into 543 seats directly elected by our people the 
system would explode. I need to set up an idea, test the idea, run the 
idea, if it makes sense, if it works then move it to the rest of the party. 

Subramanian Swamy has questioned your degrees. He says why does 
he claim he has an M.Phil from Cambridge? Cambridge has no record 
of his thesis? He has questioned both your degrees, I want you today... 

VICe pResIDeNt’s INteRVIeW
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EvERy wOMAn Is An AssET FOR InDIA, wE 
nEED TO CREATE OppORTunITIEs FOR ThEM: 
RAhuL gAnDhI 

Bhopal: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi interacted with 
representatives of women from various sections organised by All-India Mahila 
Congress in Bhopal on 20th January, 2014 as a process of preparation of party’s 
manifesto for the Lok Sabha elections. A number of prominent women and 
representatives of self-help groups were also invited to attend the meeting.
In his opening remarks, Shri Rahul Gandhi said “There is a lot of talent here. I 
have come here to listen to you and speak to you. When I was young, the boss 
of our household was my grandmother. So I firmly believe women and men 
are equal and there should be equality”.
Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “Women don’t need anyone’s protection; they need to 
be given their right and a place”. He then narrated a personal experience; “Once, 
I saw someone in Amethi beating up a woman... I stopped him and asked him 
why?  He said she hadn’t cooked for him. That man had no concept of equality”
He said “All you must have felt that you’re being pulled back at some point of 
time. We must remove that feeling in India”, he further said “Violence can be 
physical and mental. Violence comes from an attitude that women are inferior. 
Yes, we have to fight violence but we must also change attitudes”
“I have learnt a lot from my grandmother and mother, but I have also learnt a 
lot from women in my constituency Amethi. One thing I have learnt is if you 
empower women, they can do anything” said Shri Rahul Gandhi. “Every woman 
is an asset for India. We need to create opportunities for them” and informed 
“We will put reasonable suggestions, policy suggestions in the manifesto. And 
the next government will work towards implementing the manifesto”.
“We talk a lot about becoming a superpower in the world but till the women of 
our country do not feel comfortable and secured, our country cannot become a 
superpower. And to tell you the truth, we don’t want such a superpower status, 
where women are not empowered,” said the young Congress leader and said 
further, “”I know one thing, that if you have empowered the women, then you 
won’t be able to stop them. Women can do anything they want. And every 
single womais an asset of the country.”
“There is a big battle ahead; we must for women empowerment; one important 
battle we have to win is the women reservation bill in Parliament.. We’re not 
going to let go of it”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi. v

I was at trinity in Cambridge, I spent a year there, I did my 
M.phil there... You want me to show you my degree? I can  
show you my degree... He has probably seen my degree. I 
have given a sworn affidavit saying I have got these degrees, 
If I am lying on these affidavits let him take the legal process 
and solve it, what more do you want me to do. 

Do you feel overwhelmed by loss, by defeat, because 
you’ve had quite a few of late? How have you dealt with it?  
...I’m here because I want to help use the energy of this 
country. I want to make this country powerful... I think there 
are basically three things one needs to do. One is change the 
way we do politics — getting away from superficialities, from 
small issues...look at things like RTI, Lokpal, how we choose 
candidates. Second is empowering women...and third is using 
the energy of the youth of this country, bringing in jobs they 
need...I don’t go into an election thinking if we lose it’s the end 
of the world. We lose some elections, we win some elections. 
The real thing is that it’s a heart thing. It’s a soul thing... I’m 
sitting here because I feel with all my heart we need to change 
the system here... 

If you were not a Gandhi, would you be in politics? In your 
heart, are you a politician?

If you look at my spirit, regardless of what I do, if I am born 
in India, regardless of what I do, I don’t like unfairness. It 
just makes my blood boil. I don’t like it. And in whatever I 
did, if I saw unfairness, I would stand up against it. That’s 
the heart of my politics... Maybe you find me strange... 
maybe I look like an anomaly in the environment that 
I’m in. The power is poison remark, and I tell this to my 
sister, I tell it to my mother and my mother tells it to me. 
I don’t get driven by the desire for power. For me power is 
an instrument that can be used for certain things. But for 
me, it’s not interesting to own it, to capture it or to hold it. 
Maybe it’s because of my family circumstances and what 
happened to my family. The thirst for power is not there 
in me. 

Were you upset with Sushilkumar Shinde for giving AAP a 
way out during the recent Dharna? 

...The core issues in this election are: Are we going to head 
towards deepening our democracy and opening up the 
system or are we going to head towards concentration of 
power? There’s nothing in the debate on RtI, corruption, 
funding of political parties...

Will you have a debate with Narendra Modi if he agrees...? 

I’m debating these issues by building structures in 
Congress... You have to start that debate. As far as I’m 
concerned, the debate is taking place. 

Have you lost this election before it’s begun? Most surveys 
say Congress will be reduced to its lowest-ever tally. What 
would you say to that?

This country has always been run successfully when large 
numbers of people were involved in decision-making. 
Historically, when you look at when this country has done 
well, it has done well when we have involved people.  v
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Wardha, Maharashtra – Leaders of local bodies 
need to be involved in political decision making if 
democracy had to be strengthened in the country, 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said on 
24th January, 2014.

Speaking to representatives of local bodies at the 
party’s open election manifesto event, Shri Gandhi 
said local bodies should be given more powers if the 
country’s political system had to work better.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi visited Sewagram in 
Wardha, Maharashtra and interacted with the representatives of the 
Panchayat Leaders from across the country to seek their views on the 
party manifesto for the Lok Sabha elections. Earlier Shri Rahul Gandhi 
had made similar interactions at Bangalore, Bhopal and Amethi.

“Earlier the manifesto used to be made behind the closed doors. 
This time we are making the manifesto after speaking to the people, 
women, SC/STs and whatever suggestions you give will be included 
in the manifesto. If our party comes to power, we will implement 
whatever is there in the manifesto. I thank you all for coming from far 
distances”, Rahulji said. He further added that the power lies within a 
handful of people.

“Rajiv Gandhi had talked about telecom revolution. You all are aware 
of it and I am sure all of you will have your mobile phones in your 
pockets.   There was a time, when MPs only had the quota for telephone 
connections. It was their discretion to allot telephones and if you don’t 
know any MP, then it was very difficult to get a phone connection. It 
was like a monopoly of some selected people. The aam aadmi could not 
get any connection”, recalled Rahul Gandhi and then continued, “How 
Rajiv Gandhi ji broke this monopoly? He opened up the telecom system 
for the people. PCOs were opened across the country, in all villages, and 
that created a revolution.  We also must open up the political system, 

like we did it for telecom.  Rajiv Gandhi had a vision to open up the 
system by Section 73 and 74. He wanted the power to reach grass roots”.

Congress Vice President assured them that “Decision making of 
political parties should include representatives of local bodies. Their 
voice should be heard by political parties. I will get this done cent 
percent.” “The task before us today is to make the voice of the MP 
powerful in the Lok Sabha, the MLA powerful in the Assembly and 
the voice of Pradhan powerful in the village,” he said.

He said that local leaders were not consulted when parties identified 
their candidates for State Assembly and Parliament. He pointed out 
that the Congress party was initiating a new process to select candidates 
from 15 parliamentary constituencies, where it would take into account 
the views of local leaders and party members. 

“We must be successful in three important facts, if we want to call 
ourselves a super power” said the Congress leader and explained, 
“Democracy is our greatest strength. We will have to strengthen it 
further by taking it to the grass root, by empowering the aam aadmi. 
MPs, MLAs, local bodies must be properly empowered. They must 
have their rights and powers. Secondly, 50% of India are women. 
India can only be half-strong, half-proud, half-powerful if we do not 
empower this 50%.  Finally, there must be systematic measures to 
provide employment to the youth. Without that we cannot become 
superpower” and the listners welcomed it with applauds. 

“We will not stop, till we ensure that aam aadmi is empowered”, said 
Shri Rahul Gandhi while concluding his remarks.

Close to 300 elected representatives from panchayati raj institutions 
had gathered in Wardha to give their inputs and suggestions. For the 
past one month, the Congress party and Shri Rahul Gandhi have been 
holding dialogue with different groups to incorporate their suggestions 
in the manifesto.

The Panchayat leaders spoke about the education system, land mafia and 
other issues that needed the attention from the Centre. Representatives 
from the adivasi community, NGOs and gram panchayats were present 
at the interaction. v

A Report

EMpOwER LOCAL 
bODIEs TO IMpROvE 
pOLITICAL sysTEM: 
shRI RAhuL gAnDhI
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Bardoli (Gujarat):  Shri Rahul Gandhi 
addressed a huge rally at Gujarat’s Bardoli 
on 8th February, 2014 after Vikas Khoj Yatra 
and took on the BJP saying it represents RSS 
ideology which has killed Mahatma Gandhi.  
He also took an indirect dig at Gujarat 
Chief Minister and BJP’s prime ministerial 
candidate Narendra Modi and said that while 
the people work hard for development in the 
state, just one person takes the entire credit.

Without naming anyone, Shri Gandhi said 
political leaders in Gujarat didn’t know history 
and Patel’s legacy.  “The BJP leaders here talk 
about Sardar Patel and say they will make his 
statue.  But these people don’t know history. 
They haven’t read any books on the ideologies 
of Gandhi ji and Sardar Patel ji. They know 
nothing. …Sardar Patel said that RSS is a 
poisonous ideology which will destroy the 
soul of India.  The BJP leaders spend their 
entire life with RSS.  They neither know about 
Patel nor they read about him, but want to 
build his statue”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“It was the RSS ideology that killed Mahatma 
Gandhi. After the assassination of Gandhi ji, 
Sardar Patel had moved a resolution to ban 
the RSS. Sardar Patel gave his entire life for 
the Congress party and fought for the rights of 
the poor. But these leaders in BJP never read 
about it, never thought about it but want to 
build his statue!” he added.

Challenging Modi’s claims of development, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi alleged about 13,000 
government schools and 55,000 small 
businesses were forced to shut in the state, 
but this is never mentioned by its leaders 
anywhere” and continued, “..In Gujarat, just 
one person has the entire power. No one else 
has any power or rights...  We want to give 
people their rights. But here the government 
runs for selected people. We fight for the 
people, the farmers, Adivasis and the poor.  This 
is the difference between us and BJP”. “Gujarat 

bjp FOLLOws Rss 
IDEOLOgy ThAT kILLED 
MAhATMA gAnDhI:  
Rahul gandhi

progressed due 
to the sweat of 
its  people,  not 
because of one 
m a n’s  e f f o r t s . 
People of Gujarat worked hard but he takes 
the credit for it”, he commented.

Attacking on BJP’s stance on corruption, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “Who stopped 
appointment of Lokayukta in Gujarat? 
The BJP govt spent Rs 40 crores to block 
Lokayukta’s appointment. Modi didn’t let 
the Lokayukta come to Gujarat for nine 
years. Entire world knows it; entire women 
know it.   Gujarat cabinet has three convicted 
persons as ministers. Still they talk too much 
on corruption”.  He said while the Congress 
had ensured the Lok Pal Bill was passed 
in Parliament, If the BJP was really against 
corruption, why didn’t it help the Congress 
pass six anti-corruption Bills in Parliament, 
he questioned.

He further said that BJP talks about 
development and welfare of farmers. Who 
has fought for the farmers and their land? 
Who waived off the debts worth Rs 70000 
crore of the poor farmers?  It is the Congress, 
which did so. It is the Congress which enacted 
Land Acquisition Act. What is happening in 
Gujarat? Around 6000 farmers committed 
suicide. Representatives of 40000 Sikh 
farmers came to me, with tears in their eyes, 
complaining about the threat of eviction from 
Gujarat.  The BJP’s ally Akali Dal in Punjab 
did not utter a word on this. Here farmers 
are burdened with the debt worth Rs 1,70,000 
crore. Still, BJP claims development!  Congress 
brought 14 crore people out of poverty line. 
Probably, this happened for the first time in 
our history.  But here, now a person earns Rs. 
11 a day is not a poor! BJP govt has redefined 
the poverty line in this manner!  There are 
about 38 lakh families below this new line. 

Still BJP says that Gujarat is shining.

 “I want to make it clear that Gujarat does not 
have the government of poor people. It does 
not work for the upliftment of the poor and 
Adivasis and their voices are not heard. Only 
handful of people run the government and 
work for the elite”, asserted Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Taking a dig at Modi for his claim of making 
it big from being a tea vendor, Rahul Gandhi 
said: “Somebody makes tea, some drive taxi, 
some work in farms. We have to respect 
everybody, the tea vendor, the farmers and 
the labourer. Respect everyone... But not the 
one who makes fool of us” and the huge crowd 
greeted it with loud applauds.

You need a government of the poor and of 
aam aadmi. While we talk about eradicating 
poverty, BJP talks about eradicating the poor 
people. We talk about providing the poor 
with jobs, food, health and education. Indira 
Gandhi said ‘gareebi hataao’ but BJP wants 
‘gareeb hataao”. This is the difference. We will 
empower the poor. We will bring more people 
to the middle class.

Thousands join Rahul Gandhi’s padyatra 
in Gujarat
Thousands of young men and women turned 
up to join Congress vice-president Shri Rahul 
Gandhi’s Vikas Khoj yatra in Bardoli, the place 
where Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel launched his 
famous satyagraha against the British rulers. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi landed on Modi’s home 
turf to take part in the Youth Congress’ Vikas 
Khoj Yatra. Bardoli is represented by Congress 
leader and Union Minister of State Dr Tushar 
Chaudhary. Dr. Chaudhary has won from here 
for the last three terms. v
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bjD LOOTIng yOu,  
MAkIng MInIng MAFIA 
RICh: Rahul gandhi

Bhubaneswar:  Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 9th 
February, 2014 arrived in Odisha on a two-day tour. Hundreds of 
Congress workers and leaders greeted him and gave him a rousing 
welcome when he landed at the Biju Patnaik International Airport in 
Bhubaneswar.
Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed a public meeting, interacted with party 
leaders and workers and held road shows during his tour as he starts 
his party’s campaign in the state for the forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections 2014. He travelled by road to Bhatapada village on Cuttack’s 
outskirts to address a public meeting later in the day, state Congress 
chief Jayadev Jena said.
Addressing a public Rally
Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi took on the Odisha Government 
by saying it is not letting the benefits of central schemes trickle down 
to the people and siding with the mining mafia. Addressing a rally 
at Salepur in Odisha’s Cuttack district, Rahul Gandhi said, “Odisha 
says Centre doesn’t send money for the state. But no government has 
allotted as much money as we did to Odisha in five years.  Odisha 
government hasn’t utilized 5 crore rupees that we have sent”.  Launching 
a scathing attack on the Naveen Patnaik-led Odisha government over 
the multi-thousand crore mining scam, Congress vice-president Shri 
Rahul Gandhi on 9th February, 2014 called upon people to vote out the 
“corrupt” Biju Janata Dal government.  Continuing the attack on the 
state government, the Congress leader continued, “Iron and manganese 
worth rupees 60 thousand crore are being looted. This money should 
belong to you. But selected people gained from it. Mining mafia gained 
from it and you keep watching. 20 lakh families have suffered from loss 
from Chit-fund.
“Odisha is the richest State among all Indian States. It has got huge 
mineral resources such as iron, manganese, bauxite and coal, long 
coastline and forest resources. The State has every ingredient required 
for development,” he said.
Referring to leaked portions of the report of Justice M.B. Shah 
Commission, which probed irregularities in the mining sector, he said 
Rs. 60,000 crore worth of minerals were looted from the State.
“While a large number of people should have been benefited from it, but 
a select group of people were allowed to mop up huge profit.”
The Vice President questioned the government’s commitment to create 
jobs and implement welfare schemes.  “There are 100,000 youths who 
are not employed in this state,” he said. In an attempt to come back to 
power in the state after a long gap of 14 years, Shri Rahul said, “Throw 
BJD out of the state in the coming assembly elections.  MGNREGA is 
not implemented properly in the state.” “We have fought the battle for 
tribal, ensured that they get their land back. We will fight for the rights 
of the poor.   He further said that Odisha has recorded over 3,500 cases 
of farmer suicide.
Shri Rahul Gandhi talked of the Centre’s welfare schemes. “Central 
government provides huge fund under welfare schemes, but corrupt 

BJD government misappropriates the money midway.”
“All of us, the Congress workers, must go to every single village in the 
state and fight for people’s rights; we must fight corruption” urged Rahul 
Gandhi. “Throw BJD out of the state and bring a Congress government 
that works for all sections, a government that fights for the poor”, 
concluded Shri Rahul Gandhi.
Interacting with students

RAhuL gAnDhI uRgEs sTuDEnTs AnD yOuTh TO 
jOIn pOLITICs
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi interacted at Bhubaneswar 
with students and youth during two-day visit to Odisha. He sought 
complete change in the political system and urged students and youths to 
join politics to break the ‘monopoly’ of senior leaders.  He said that the 
top leadership may not be interested in change in the present education 
system, but you need to. You have to participate in the political system,”.
oting that change in the education system was most essential, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said that the people managing the show might oppose 
change. Replying to a student’s question on the reservation system in 
education, the Congress Vice President said the reservation issue was 
being discussed because there were too few seats in colleges. “The 
number of seats in colleges is not many. The seats need to be increased 
so that everyone can avail of education irrespective of their class, caste 
and background. The people are only talking about how to distribute 
the existing number of seats... Nobody discusses how to increase the 
seats,” responded Shri Rahul Gandhi.
He also reminded the students that it was for them and youths to 
bring change in the state. Rahul Gandhi also drew attention to the 
mining scam in Odisha and said that students must be aware of the 
developments taking place in and around them.
During the hour long discussion with the students and the youth Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said it’s good to see students even from small towns 
want to bring changes to the society. “But before changing the society 
you need to change the present education system and that will lead to 
a batter country to live in”.
About 600 students from reputed universities like Utkal University, 
Ravenshaw University and OUAT asked reply from Nehru-Gandhi 
scion on reformations in present education system in the country. “If 
you expect political biggies can bring changes in the education system 
alone, then it’s not easy way to go. You have to play the game. Because 
at the present scenario students have a big role to play in the politics. 
So come and join politics,” said Rahul Gandhi.
 “Everyone is talking about how to distribute seats to students but no 
one is talking how to increase the seats. The expense of studying medical 

Vp’s VIsIt



Congress sandesh | 21 | February 2014

Vp’s VIsIt

sambalpur : Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
10th February, 2014 visited the site of the boat capsize incident in 
Hirakud reservoir in Odisha which claimed 24 lives and conducted 
an aerial survey of the area. Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi expressed profound grief at the loss of lives at the Hirakud 
Dam Reservoir in Sambalpur where a boat carrying people capsized.

Congress Vice President visited Sambalpur to condole the family 
members and relatives of those who lost their lives in the horrific 
accident. He also requested the authorities to intensify search 
operations and provide all possible assistance to the people. He 
spent some time at Jamadarpali Ghat on the bank of Mahanadi 
river near Hirakud reservoir and met some families who have lost 
their relatives in the tragedy.

Shri Rahul Gandhi was accompanied by AICC General Secretary 
Shri B.K. Hariprasad and PCC President Shri Jaydev Jena. The 
Congress Vice President also enquired about the rescue and search 
operation being carried out to locate the missing people. v

RAhuL gAnDhI MEETs RAILwAy pORTERs, TRACkMEn, 
pROMIsEs TO sOLvE ThEIR pRObLEMs
New Delhi: As part of his bid to connect with disadvantaged sections, 
Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 11th February, 2014 
reached out to porters, trackmen and gangmen, some of the most 
neglected sections of the railways, promising to resolve their problems. 
Addressing railway workers, Shri Rahul Gandhi said  “I want to build 
a relationship with you, I want to hear your problems in details”.  The 
Congress Vice President promised to do whatever he could for the 
porters, saying,  “I can only promise one thing. I’ll do whatever I can for 
you, with my heart. I will take your problems to the Railway Ministry 
so that they can solve your problems.” 
Shri Rahul Gandhi encouraged porters to frankly share their problems 
during his two-hour interaction as part of Congress’s initiative to seek 
direct feedback from people for the party’s manifesto for 2014 Lok 
Sabha polls. 
Shri Rahul Gandhi talked of the need to create support with “basic 
minimum rights” for 70 crore people. “In India, there are 70 crore people 
who do different odd jobs, they want to go forward. They want a little 
help. We take everyone’s voice to the government for the betterment 
of their life. We want to strengthen the ground beneath this 70 crore 
people. I promise you that I will do whatever I can to help you,” Shri 
Rahul said. 
The Congress Vice President further said coolies should have a right 
of health and when they are injured in course of their job, they should 
be treated by authorities. v

in India is equivalent to studying medical Howard University. Lack of 
political motivation is responsible for the gradating educational system 
in the country,” he added. Replying to a query Rahul said joining politics 
is not that so easy as you have to fall prey to the top bosses of the party 
be it Congress or BJP. If you want to contest elections then you need to 
please the top brass of the party. So you have to fight hard to become 
a leader and then you will be able to bring reform to the conventional 
political system.
Shri Rahul Gandhi expressed his concern over the poor quality of 
education and said that the government should focus on appointing 
trained teachers. v

RAhuL gAnDhI In ODIshA vIsITs 
bOAT TRAgEDy sITE, MEETs ThE 
FAMILIEs OF ThE vICTIMs



Congress sandesh | 22 | February 2014

Vp’s VIsIt

RAhuL gAnDhI AssuREs nORTh–EAsT sTuDEnTs
New Delhi : Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
met with a delegation of student representatives from the 
North East, led by Shri Ninong Ering, Member of Parliament, 
Arunachal Pradesh, and Minister of State, Minority Affairs 
to discuss the issue of security of youth from the North East.

 Shri Rahul Gandhi expressed deep anguish over the death 
of Mr Nido Tania and agreed with the delegation that a free 
and fair investigation must be carried out into the incident 
that led to Mr Tania’s death.  Shri Gandhi also expressed grave 
concern over the disturbing trend of growing violence against 
young people from North East India in our cities.

 Underlining the urgent need to take steps to curb such 
incidents in the future, Shri Gandhi assured the delegation 
that he would do his utmost to ensure that justice is done 
and appropriate measures are taken so that such incidents 
are not repeated. v

MAnIFEsTO DELIbERATIOns 

I wILL FIghT yOuR sTRuggLE, wITh yOu AnD FOR yOu 
: RAhuL gAnDhI AT RAnChI 
Ranchi:  Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi held an 
interaction with tribal women in Jharkhand on 7th  February, 
2014.  He urged them that they should get proper representation in 
Parliament and Assembly elections.  Shri Rahul Gandhi patiently 
heard the complaints, suggestions and remarks from tribal women 
and also shared some of his thoughts with them. 

“I have a long relationship with you. I am here to fight for your 
rights. I will take your battle ahead with your support”, assured the 
Congress Vice President.

“I had already told several times that we cannot develop if we do not 
empower the women in our country properly. Panchayati Raj system 
ensures reservation for women, but still, the women empowerment 
is not taking place in the required manner. Tribal women are also 
not empowered properly. They need education, health & political 
participation” said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“I want to fight for the rights of Adivasi women; I want more and 
more from you to join politics. We need to empower tribal women, 
give them equal opportunities” added Shri Rahul Gandhi.

He also asserted that the Congress-led UPA Government at the 
Centre implemented several policies for the welfare of the people 
and the Tribals.  “Our govt gave you MNREGA, Food Security and 
Tribal bills... The Food Security bill gives the people rights to food; 
this will benefit tribals the most” informed Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Most of the workers raised issues relating to local governance, 
opening of closed factories in Maoist-prone areas, employment 
opportunities for tribal women, and providing education to tribal 
children.  v
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ACHIeVeMeNts

10 yEARs OF pROgREss AnD 
gROwTh OF upA

Better education
sCHool eDuCAtIoN 
•	 The	Right	to	Education	Act	brought	in	by	the	UPA	Government	has	

improved enrolment in schools across the nation. The country has 
achieved the goal of near universal education at the Primary School 
Level. Dropout rate in the schools declined raising the retention of 
students in Middle and Secondary Levels.

•	 Nearly	 ten-fold	 increase	 in	 the	 expenditure	under	Sarva	Shiksha	
Abhiyan has led to better literacy levels in India.

literacy

•	 In	a	historic	step,	the	UPA	Government	enacted	the	Right	to	Children	
to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, which has led 

towards universalisation of education for children between 6 to 14 
years of age.

•	 Since	the	enactment	of	the	Act,	30,888	Primary	School	buildings,	
10,644 Upper Primary School buildings, 6,88,385 additional 
classrooms, 5,18,700 toilets facilities and posts of 7,00,475 teachers 
have been sanctioned.

Higher education
•	 The	UPA	Government	 has	 continuously	 increased	 outlays	 for	

education in the Five Year Plans which resulted in more students 
attending schools and colleges.

•	 Central	Universities	increased	from	17	to	44	during	2004	to	2013.	
9 IITs were added to the 7 existing IITs during the period. Number 
of IIMs more than doubled from 6 to 13 in the period. Five IISERs 
and 2 IIITs were also added in the period.

•	 Gross	Enrolment	Ration	 (GER)	 in	Higher	Education,	which	was	
11% in 2005-06, almost doubled to 19.4% in 2010-11. The GER for 
women in Higher Education increased from 9.4% to 17.9% during 
the same period.

•	 With	innovation	like	Meta	Universities	and	flexibility	in	the	courses,	
the country is set to achieve 20% Gross Enrolment Ration which is 
the international average.

Farmer Welfare
MINIMuM suppoRt pRICe FoR AGRICultuRAl 
pRoDuCts
•	 To	ensure	farmers’	welfare,	the	UPA	Government	has	been	steadily	

enhancing the Minimum Support Price for various farm products.

Gross Enrolment Ratio in School
Primary I-V (6-11 years)

Middle VI-VIII (11-14 years)
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•	 MSP	for	both	Wheat	and	Paddy	more	than	doubled	from	2004-05	
to 2012-13. To support marginal farmers who produce cereals, MSP 
for other cereals increased three-fold and is now better than the MSP 
for Wheat and Rice.

•	 Rainfed	Areas	support	has	increased	five-fold	during	the	period	of	
the UPA Government, assisting disadvantaged farmers in increasing 
productivity.

CReDIt FoR AGRICultuRe

•	 Agriculture	Credit	has	been	increased	to	the	tune	of	700%	under	
the UPA Government.

•	 More	than	650	lakh	farmers	were	financed	by	the	banking	system	
during the year 2012-13.

•	 More	 than	11	 crore	Kisan	Credit	Cares	have	been	 issued	under	
various schemes to assist farmers in agricultural activity.

•	 In	2013,	India	exported	agricultural	products	worth	US	$	41	billion	
against	an	agri-import	of	only	US	$	20	billion,	giving	a	net	surplus	
of	US	$	21	billion.	

Share of Indian agri-exports in global agri-exports increased from 0.8% 
in 1990 to 2.6% in 2012.

Benefits of the New land Acquisition Act
•	 Provides	 assured	arrangements	 for	 livelihood	 rehabilitation	and	

financial benefits for the affected people.

•	 Stipulates	that	the	consent	of	70	to	80%	land	owners	is	mandatory	
for land acquisition.
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•	 Stipulates	that	the	land	owners	get	compensation	up	to	four	times	
the market value of the land.

eNsuRING FooD seCuRItY
•	 There	has	been	a	more	 than	 three-fold	 increase	 in	 food	 subsidy	

during the UPA tenure. It reflects Government’s commitment to 
ensure adequate food at affordable prices for all, especially the poor.

•	 The	UPA	Government	has	enacted	the	National	Food	Security	Act	
which legally entitles families under Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) 
for 35 kg of food-grains per month and other families for 5 kg per 
person at subsidized rated under the Public Distribution System.

•	 To	keep	pace	with	the	UPA	Government’s	resolve	to	provide	food	
and nutritional security to the people, especially the poor, efforts to 
increase food-grains strengthening agriculture sector have led to 
record production food-grains since 2004.

•	 On	July	1st,	2012,	India	had	foodgrain	stock	of	more	than	80	MT	
with state agencies (FCI), which is a historical record.

RuRAl eMploYMeNt
MAKING MAHAtMA GANDHI NReGA RoBust
•	 MGNREGA	is	the	largest	Social	Welfare	Scheme	of	its	kind	in	the	

world started by the UPA in 2006.

upA ACHIeVeMeNts

•	 Every	fifth	rural	household	in	India	benefits	from	the	Scheme	which	
provides employment mostly to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and women in villages.

•	 Wages	given	under	MGNREGA	per	day	have	almost	doubled	from	
Rs.65 to Rs.128 since the launch of the Scheme. In 2012-13, the 
Scheme provided employment to more than 4.98 crore households, 
generating more than 213 core person-days of employment.

•	 MGNREGA	has	 successfully	 raised	 the	 bargaining	 power	 of	
agricultural labour, resulting in higher agricultural wages, improved 
economic outcomes, and reduction in distress migration.

•	 A	total	budgeted	outlay	of	1,72,500	crore	from	2006-2007	to	2011-
2012.

HeAltHCARe
•	 Consistent	investments	in	public	health	are	showing	better	results	

as the Infant Mortality Rate, Maternal Mortality Rate and Life 
Expectancy levels improved steadily. After the Rural Health Mission, 
a National Health Mission has been launched which will include 
better health services for the urban poor.

•	 Absence	of	new	endemic	Polio	 cases	 for	 the	 last	 two	years	 is	 an	
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achievement that has been hailed at international forums.

•	 With	health	 interventions	during	pregnancy	and	at	birth,	 Infant	
Mortality Rate (IMR) has reduced from 58 per 1000 Live Births in 
2004 to 44 per 1000 Live Births in 2011.

•	 Special	Programmes	 for	mothers	and	children	have	 led	 to	better	
longevity of the citizens during the last 9 years. Indians are living 
longer and life expectancy has increased by more than 5 years for 
both men and women during last decade.

•	 Allocation	in	the	12th	Plan	for	the	Health	Sector	has	been	increased	
to Rs. 3 lakh crore from the 11th Plan level of Rs. 90 thousand crore, 
an increase of 355%. To improve the general health of children, 
allocation for the Integrated Child Development Scheme has been 
increased four-fold in the 12th Five Year Plan over the 11th Five 
Year Plan.

soCIAl seCuRItY FoR speCIAl seCtIoNs
•	 The	UPA	Government	has	 always	 accorded	high	priority	 to	 the	

welfare of minorities and other disadvantaged sections of the society. 
There has been a ten-fold increase in the expenditure on minorities 
since 2004-05.

•	 Minorities	are	benefitting	from	the	PM’s	new	15	point	programme,	

the Multi-Sectoral Development Programme and the various 
scholarship schemes for minority students.

•	 15%	of	all	priority	sector	lending	from	banks	now	reaches	minorities	
to help them start and expand small businesses.

•	 More	than	20	million	scholarships	were	awarded	to	students	from	
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and minority communities 
under various schemes.

eCoNoMIC GRoWtH
INCReAse IN INCoMe
•	 Per	Capita	Income	in	India	has	increased	almost	three-fold	since	

the UPA Government came to power.

•	 As	a	result	of	the	policies	of	inclusive	growth,	real	wages	in	agriculture	
have increased 6.8% during the 11th Five Year Plan (2007-12) as 
opposed to 1.1% during the 9th and 10th Five Year Plans earlier.

•	 Per	Capita	Income	has	increased	at	an	annual	average	of	nearly	20%	
during the last 9 years well above the Consumer Price Index during 
the same duration.

AVeRAGe GDp GRoWtH RAte
•	 Average	 GDP	Growth	 Rate	 during	 the	 period	 of	 the	 UPA	

Government (2004-2005 to 2013-14) has been 7.7% despite two 

upA ACHIeVeMeNts

Source: Census of India & Technical Group on Population Projections, 
National Commission on Population
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global slowdowns in this period.

•	 Agriculture	Growth	rate	has	been	rising	consistently.	It	was	2.5%	
and 3.7% during 10th and 11th Plans, respectively. It is projected to 
grow at 4% during the 12th Plan.

•	 India’s	GDP	at	current	prices	has	increased	almost	three	times	during	
the last 9 years.

FINANCIAl INClusIoN
•	 Rapid	economic	growth	and	enhancement	in	wealth	has	spurred	

financial inclusion of the population as never before.

•	 The	total	number	of	accounts	under	Pension	Fund	has	 increased	
from four crore in 2002-03 to more than 16 core by 2011-12. Total 
enrolment in Employees Pension Funds has increased from 3.95 
core to 8.85 crore.

•	 More	people	are	using	banking	facilities.	The	number	of	branches	of	
commercial banks has increased from 53,000 to more than 88,000 
since 2004. The number of bank accounts has increased from 43.97 
core to 77.32 crore as of last year.

•	 Credit	and	loan	facilities	to	Micro,	Small	and	Medium	Enterprises	
have grown nearly seven times in the last seven years.

•	 Security	 and	Exchanges	Board	of	 India	has	permitted	 setting	up	
separate Stock Exchange as a trading platform for SMEs at Bombay 
Stock Exchange and National Stock Exchange.

•	 In	 the	 last	 two	years,	 80	 thousand	Micro	Enterprises	have	been	
supported by the Prime Minister’s Employment Generation 
Programme creating job opportunities for 9.23 lakh people.

upA ACHIeVeMeNts
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•	 The	number	of	EPF	Accounts	has	reached	16.62	Crore	in	2011-12.

•	 Total	units	under	EPF	regulations	increased	from	3.45	lakh	in	2003	
to 7.3 lakh in 2013.

GeNeRAtING MoRe JoBs
•	 Unemployment	rate	in	the	country	is	steadily	declining	due	to	the	

UPA Government’s economic policies.

•	 Average	Industrial	Growth	during	2004-05	to	2011-12	has	been	the	

highest ever at 8.5% per annum creating productive employment for 
young people.

•	 National	Skills	Development	Authority	has	been	working	with	other	
stake holders, including the Private Sector, to train 50 million people 
for the workforce during the next 5 years.

poVeRtY ReDuCtIoN
•	 Under	the	UPA	Government,	poverty	in	India	has	declined	in	an	

unprecedented manner. Average decline in poverty was 2% per 
annum during 2004-12, almost twice the rate of the preceding 
decade.

•	 The	Government	launched	16	Flagship	Programmes	both	in	rural	
and urban areas during the XI Five Year Plan and allocation for them 
have been more than doubled under the XII Five Year Plan.

•	 Expenditure	on	Flagship	programmes	has	been	increased	by	more	
than 100% for 12th Five Year Plan.

RuRAl WelFARe
•	 Consumption	has	increased	phenomenally	in	India	both	in	urban	and	

rural areas as fruits of economic growth reached the common man.
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•	 Due	to	the	UPA	Government’s	pro-poor	policies,	consumption	in	
rural areas registered an increase of 3.4% which was only 0.8% during 
1999 to 2004. Rural wages have increased by 16% each year.

•	 In	the	last	9	years,	since	2004-05,	wages	for	rural	workers	have	tripled	
improving the purchasing power of the majority of the people in 
villages.

•	 This	establishes	the	fact	that	economic	growth	during	the	U.P.A	is	
both inclusive and widespread.

DIReCt BeNeFIt tRANsFeR AADHAAR
•	 Using	 broadband	 and	 information	 technology,	 the	 Unique	

Identification Authority of India has issued more than 51 crore 
Aadhaar Cards across the country which are enabling people to 
receive Direct Benefit Transfers in 184 districts.

•	 More	 than	 six	 crore	 consumers	 are	now	availing	Direct	Benefit	
Transfer for LPG in 184 districts across the country.

•	 Direct	Benefit	Transfer	under	LPG	have	crossed	a	sum	of	Rs.	2000	
crore till December 2013.

INFRAstRuCtuRe
RAIL AND ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE

•	 Indian	Railways	is	one	of	the	world’s	largest	rail	network	systems	
today carrying 8,224 million people in a year.

•	 During	the	UPA	Government’s	tenure,	goods	carried	on	the	railways	
have doubled to more than 1 billion tonnes a year.
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•	 Work	 has	 begun	 on	Western	 and	 Eastern	Dedicated	 Freight	
Corridors which will modernize the Railway network and take it to 
a new level.

•	 More	than	2	lakh	kilometers	of	new	road	have	been	added	to	the	
rural road network. 

•	 Allocation	 for	 Pradhan	Mantri	Gram	 Sadak	Yojana	 has	 been	
increased by 88% in the 12th Five Year Plan to further improve rural 
connectivity.

•	 17,394	kms	of	highways	were	built	or	upgraded	in	the	last	9	years	
by the National Highways Authority of India.

•	 There	has	been	nearly	 a	 ten-fold	 increase	 in	 investment	 in	 road	
construction in rural areas under the UPA Government.

•	 More	 than	20,100	km	all-weather	 roads	have	been	 constructed/
upgraded and an expenditure of over Rs. 6,450 crore has been 
incurred during 2012-13.

•	 Connectivity	in	rural	areas	has	helped	small	farmers	in	carrying	their	
agricultural goods to markets where they get improved returns for 
their products.

poWeR GeNeRAtIoN CApACItY
•	 India	has	added	more	power	generation	capacity	in	the	last	9	years	

than in the entire preceding period since Independence.

•	 Per	Capita	Consumption	of	Electricity	has	gone	up	from	559	kWh	
in 2002 to 813 kWh in 2011.

•	 Power	generation	form	renewable	resources	and	nuclear	energy	has	
reached record levels.

CoNNeCtIVItY
RuRAl tele DeNsItY

•	 Telephone	density	in	rural	areas	has	increased	25	times	during	the	
tenure of the UPA Government. India has one of the lowest telecom 
prices in the world making telephones accessible to the poor. Those 
who cannot afford private phones are being provided connectivity 
through village level telephony.

•	 Broadband	will	 reach	 2.5	 lakh	 villages	 by	 2014.	 Internet	 and	
Broadband Services have increased more than 100 times during the 
UPA tenure.

•	 Under	the	National	Knowledge	Network,	high	speed	data	links	have	
been provided to 998 institutions of higher education.

•	 The	Government	has	used	information	technology	to	make	railway	
travel easier for people. There is an exponential growth in online 
ticket booking since 2004.
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DeVelopMeNt oF tHe NoRtH eAst 
ReGIoN
•	 We	have	earnestly	worked	for	development	and	peace	in	the	North	

Eastern region through special initiatives. Growth in the region is 
better than the national average. 

•	 Internal	security	in	the	North	Eastern	States	improved	considerably	
with a steep decline in extremism related violent activities due to 
development process becoming robust. The UPA Government 
invested public funds in major infrastructure projects in the region 
which led to better economic growth.

•	 Growth	rate	of	the	North	Eastern	Region	is	now	higher	than	the	
National Average due to the special attention given by the Central 
Government. It has now been mandated that all Central Government 
Ministries allocate 10% of their plan budgets for the region.

•	 Major	extremist	groups	were	engaged	in	peaceful	dialogue	and	many	
of them joined the political mainstream of the region.

•	 Special	tax	concessions	are	being	given	for	the	NE	region.

Ensuring Safety and Security

eNsuRING sAFetY AND seCuRItY
•	 The	UPA	Government’s	 approach	 in	 dealing	 with	 left-wing	

extremism in a holistic manner in the areas of security, development, 
ensuring rights of local communities and good governance is 
showing results in declining violence in LWE affected areas.

•	 In	the	last	four	years,	lives	lost	in	LWE-related	incidents	were	reduced	
by more than half.

lives lost in Naxal Violence

•	 The	situation	in	Jammu	and	Kashmir	has	shown	vast	improvement	
as the Government has worked with people of the state to restore 
normalcy and encouraged development in equal measure.

•	 Security	 situation	 in	 the	State	of	 Jammu	&	Kashmir	has	 rapidly	
improved after U.P.A. Government came to power and implemented 
policies for relief and rehabilitation in the militancy affected areas.

•	 Militancy	related	incidents	declined	sharply	and	a	ten-fold	decrease	
was witnessed as both the Central and State Governments worked 
in cooperation and coordination.

trends of teRRoRIst VIoleNCe IN J&K
•	 Government	was	able	to	contain	loss	of	lives	while	concentrating	

more on development and employment generating measures to 
empower citizens.

GoVeRNANCe AND tRANspAReNCY
Ensuring an architecture for better Governance, Transparency and 
Accountability:

Administrative Reforms 
•	 The	 historic	 Right	 to	 Information	Act	 enacted	 empowering	

citizens to know how the Government functions and to increase 
transparency and accountability in the functioning of the central, 
state and local governments, as well as recipients of government 
grants. The Act has enabled citizens to get justice and obtain 
redress of long pending grievances.

•	 The	Government	 set	 up	 the	 Second	Administrative	 Reforms	
Commission, which made several recommendations for 
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comprehensive reform of public administration in the country. 
Most of the important recommendations of the ARC have been 
accepted and are under various stages of implementation.

•	 Comprehensive	 arrangements	 have	 been	 put	 in	 place	 for	
improving accountability, efficiency and competency of IAS 
officers. New polices on mandating mid-career training, 
intensive review, performance appraisals and promotions have 
been put in place.

e-Governance
•	 The	Government	 has	 successfully	 implemented	 e-governance	

projects relating to income tax, customs and excise, railway 
reservation, e-credit of India Post Monthly Income Scheme 
to investor’s account, dematerialization of National Savings 
Certificate and Kisan Vikas Patra, etc.

•	 Facility	for	online	submission	of	passport	applications	has	been	
introduced and introduction of e-passports is being initiated. 
Passport Seva Project has been approved so that all passports 
get issued within three days of police verification by 2009.

•	 Schemes	for	computerizing	over	13,000	Districts	and	Subordinate	
Courts and all 646 consumer forums are under implementation.

Anti-Corruption Measures

•	 The	Government	 remains	 committed	 to	 ushering	 in	 reforms	
for greater transparency, probity, integrity and accountability 
in governance. To keep pace with the aspirations of the people 
for clean and transparent governance and also to deal with the 
increasing complexity of economic offences, the Government has 
taken several legal and administrative measures. Steps initiated 
to curb corruption include:

− Right to Information Act

− Priority attached to the enactment of the Whistle Blower’s 
Protection Bill,

− Enacting the Lokpal and the Lokayuktas Act,

− Right to Citizens’ for Time Bound Delivery of Goods and Services 
and Redressal of their Grievances’ Bill.

− Administrative steps have been initiated to reduce discretionary 
powers of public servants and to ensure expeditious disposal of 
disciplinary proceedings.

•	 As	one	of	 the	 impediments	 felt	 in	 tackling	 corruption	 is	 lack	
of adequate protection to complainants, “The Public Interest 
Disclosure and Protection to Persons Making the Disclosure 
Bill, 2010” has been introduced in the Lok Sabha.

•	 India	 has	 ratified	 the	 United	 Nations	 Convention	 against	
Corruption. With a view to ensuring full compliance with this 
Convention, “The Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public 
Officials and Officials of Public International Organization Bill 
2011” introduced in the Lok Sabha.

•	 Several	measures	 for	 greater	 functional	 autonomy	 of	CBI	 are	
under the consideration of the Government, viz. appointment 

of Director, CBI on recommendation of a Committee; providing 
provisions for removal of the Director, CBI; Director, CBI to be in 
the Selection Committee for selection of officers at the level of SP 
and above in CBI; non-interference in CBI investigations; request 
for sanction for prosecution received from CBI to be decided 
within a period of three months; statutory provisions for Director 
(Prosecution) in CBI and Establishment of an Accountability 
Commission. Autonomy in investigation is already guaranteed.

Judicial Reforms:

the Judicial standards and Accountability Bill
•	 The	 Bill	 has	 been	 introduced	 in	 Parliament.	 The	 Judicial	

Standards and Accountability Bill tries to lay down enforceable 
standards of conduct for judges and it creates mechanisms to 
allow any person to complain against judges on grounds of 
misbehavior or incapacity. The proposed Bill would strengthen 
the institution of Judiciary by making it more accountable 
thereby increasing the confidence of the public in the institution.

the Judicial Appointments Commission Bill, 2013
•	 The	 Bill	 has	 been	 introduced	 in	 Parliament	 The	 Bill	 seeks	

to broad base the appointment process and make it more 
participatory to ensure greater transparency and objectivity in 
the appointments to higher judiciary. The proposed Bill would 
enable equal participation of Judiciary and Executive, make the 
system of appointments more accountable, and thereby increase 
the confidence of the public in the institutions. 

Measures for Women and Children

MeAsuRes FoR WoMeN AND CHIlDReN
Legislative measure taken for better security and safety of women 
and children:

•	 The	 Criminal	 Law	 (Amendment)	 Act,	 2013,	 provides	 for	
stringent punishment for sexual offences against women 
and children and more sensitive treatment of victims during 
investigation and trail.

•	 Protection	of	Women	from	Domestic	Violence	Act,	2005	ensures	
improvement in working condition for women.

•	 Sexual	 Harassment	 of	Women	 at	Workplace	 (Prevention,	
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 ensures improvement in 
working condition for women.

•	 Protection	 of	 Children	 from	 Sexual	 Offences	 Act,	 2012	
guarantees safety of children in the society.

•	 Marriage	Laws	(Amendment)	Bill,	2010	ensures	women	a	better	
deal after marriage.

•	 Women’s	Reservation	Bill	or	the	Constitution	(108th	Amendment)	
Bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha in 2010 ensuring 33 percent 
reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and Legislative 
Assemblies.  v
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ORgAnIzATIOnAL AppOInTMEnTs
The following appointments have been announced by the AICC General Secretary, Shri Janardan 
Dwivedi in the month of January and February 2014.

New Gujarat DCC presidents 
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 3rd January, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for appointing the following 10 
New District Congress Committee Presidents 
in Gujarat:
Kutch Shri Navalsinh Jadeja
Rajkot Shri Dinesh Chovatia
Morbi Shri Brijesh Merja
Devbhoomi Dwarka Shri  Pratapsinh S.  
 Jadeja
Ahmedabad City Shri Chetan Raval
Chhota Udaipu Shri Umesh Shah
Surat City Shri Naishadh Desai
Anand Shri Kanti Sodhaparmar 
Valsad Shri Natwarbhai Patel
Dang Shri Gautambhai Patel

Gujarat DCC presidents
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 10th January, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for appointing the following 4 New 
District Congress Committee Presidents in 
Gujarat.
Gir-Somnath Shri Bhagwanbhai  
 Barad 
Junagadh Shri Harshad Ribadia
Rajkot City Dr. Hemanag  
 Vasavada
Mahisagar Shri Mukesh Shukal

Madhya pradesh  pCC  president
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 13th January, 2014 has appointed shri 
Arun Yadav, Mp as President of Madhya 
Pradesh Congress Committee with immediate 
effect. Shri Arun Yadav is presently Secretary 
of the AICC.

Rajasthan pCC president
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 
13th January, 2014 has appointed shri sachin 
pilot as President of the Rajasthan Pradesh 
Congress Committee with immediate effect.

Bihar pCC Reconstituted
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 13th January, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for reconstituting the Bihar Pradesh 
Congress Election Committee as enclosed.

Bihar pradesh Congress Committee
Chairman: shri Ashok Choudhary
Members:
1. Shri Sadanand Singh
2. Dr. Shakeel Ahmad
3. Dr. Shakeel Ahmed Khan
4. Shri Kailash Pal

5. Moulana Asrarul Haq
6. Dr. (Smt.) Jyoti
7. Dr. Javed
8. Shri Akhilesh Singh
9. Shri Madan Mohan Jha
10. Prof. Ram Jatan Sinha 
11. Shri Mehbook Ali Kaiser
12. Shri Anil Kumar Sharma
13. Shri Chandan Bagchi
14. Shri Vijay Shankar Dubey
15. Dr. Ashok Kumar
16. Smt. Shyama Singh
17. Shri Sanjiv Prasad Toni
18. Shri ramdeo Rai
19. Shri Awdesh Kumar Singh
20. Dr. Harkhu Jha
21. Shri Ashwani Sharma 
22. Shri Jagnath Rai
23. Shri Lal Babu Lal
24. Shri Kripanath Pathak

Invitees:
1. Shri Ajay Kumar Choudhary
2. Smt. Vinita Vijay
3. Shri Kumar Gourav
4. Shri Kumar Ashish
5. Shri Chandra Prakash Singh

Nominated Members of eCC
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 18th January, 2014 has nominated three 
more Members in the Election Coordination 
Committee for 2014 Lok Sabha Election:
1. Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad
2. Shri Jyotiraditya Madhavrao Scindia
3. Shri Randeep Surjewala

The existing Members of the Committee 
are:
1. Shri Rahul Gandhi
2. Shri Ahmed Patel
3. Shri Janardan Dwivedi
4. Shri Digvijaya Singh
5. Shri Madhusudan Mistry
6. Shri Jairam Ramesh
7. Dr. C.P. Joshi
8. Shri Ajay Maken

Delhi, punjab pCC Reconstituted
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 18th January, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for reconstituting Delhi and Punjab 
Pradesh Congress Election Committees as 
enclosed.

Delhi pradesh election Committee
1. Shri Arvind Singh, President, PCC
2. Shri Haroon Yusuf, CLP Leader

3. Shri Janardan Dwivedi, GS, AICC
4. Shri Ajay Maken, GS, AICC
5. Shri Kapil Sibal, Union Minister
6. Smt. Krishna Tirath, Union Minister
7. Shri R.K. Dhawan, Ex. Union Minister
8. Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Ex. CM
9. Shri J.P. Agarwal, MP
10. Shri Mahabal Mishra, MP
11. Shri Ramesh Kumar, MP
12. Shri Sandeep Dikshit, MP
13. Dr. Karan Singh, MP
14. Shri Pravez Hashmi, MP
15. Smt. Tajdar Babar, Ex. PCC President
16. Ch. Prem Singh, Ex. PCC President
17. Shri Subhash Chopra, Ex. PCC President
18. Shri Manish Chatrath, Secretary, AICC
19. Shri Naseeb Singh, Secretary, AICC
20. Shri Hasan Ahmed, MLA
21. Shri Jai Kishan, MLA
22. Shri Devender Yadav, MLA
23. Shri Raj Kumar Chauhan, Ex. Min.
24. Shri Mukesh Sharma, Ex. MLA
25. Shri Amit Malik, President, DPYC
26. Smt. Onika Mehrotra, President DPMC
27. Shri Ankit Dedha, President, Delhi NSUI
28. Shri Dineshwar Tyagi, President, Seva 
Dal

punjab pradesh election Committee
1. Shri Pratap Singh Bajwa, President, PCC
2. Shri Sunil Kumar Jakhar, CLP Leader
3. Smt. Ambika Soni, General Secretary, 

AICC
4. Capt. Amarinder Singh, Permanent 

Invitee, CWC
5. Shri Mohinder Singh Kaypee, Special 

Invitee, CWC
6. Shri R.L. Bhatia, Ex. PCC President
7. Shri Shamsher Singh Dullo, Former 

President, PPCC
8. Shri H.S. Hanspal, Former President, 

PPCC
9. Smt. Preneet Kaur, Union MOS External 

Affairs
10. Smt. Santosh Chaudhary, Union MOS 

Heath & Family Welfare
11. Shri Manish Tewari, Union MOS I&B
12. Smt. Rajender Kaur Bhattal, Former CM, 

Punjab
13. Shri Laal Singh, MLA
14. Shri Raveneet Singh Bittu, MP
15. Shri Vijay Inder Singh, MP
16. Prof. Darbari Lal, Ex. Dy. Speaker
17. Ch. Jagjit Singh, Ex. Minister
18. Shri Brahm Mohindra, Vice-President, 

PPCC
19. Smt. Razia Sultana, Vice-President, 

PPCC
20. Shri Salamat Masih, Sr. Leader
21. S. Sardul Singh, Vice-President, PPCC
22. Ch. Vikram Singh, President, Punjab 

Youth Congress
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23. Dr. Malti Thapar, President, Punjab 
Mahila Congress

24. Mrs. Daaman Bajwa, President, NSUI

Rajasthan Clp leader
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 20th January, 2014 has approved the name 
of shri Rameshwar Dudi, MlA as the Leader 
of the Congress Legislature Party in Rajasthan 
Assembly with immediate effect.

Goa pCC, pradesh election Committee
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 21st January, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for appointing Office-bearers and 
Executive Committee of the Goa Pradesh 
Congress and also the Pradesh Election 
Committee for Goa as enclosed.

Goa state pCC office Bearers
Vice-presidents
1. Shri Moti Desai
2. Shri Aleixo Reginaldo Lourenso
3. Dr. (Mrs.) Pramoda Salgaocar
4. Shri Akbar Mulla
5. Mrs. Monica Dias
6. Shri Govind Gaude
General secretaries
1. Shri Altin Gomes
2. Shri Sankalp Amonkar
3. Shri Manohar Azgaokar
4. Dr. Ulas Parab
5. ShriArthur Siqueira
6. Shri Savio D. Souza
7. Mrs. Pratima Coutinho
8. Shri R. Gregory Xavier
9. Mrs. Sunita Verekar
10. Shri Vihoba Desai
secretaries
1. Shri Vijay Pai
2. Shri Urfan Mulla
3. Shri Sunil Kowthanker
4. Mrs. Nafisa Shaikh
5. Shri Orlando Menezes
6. Shri Babi Bagkar
7. Shri Satish Borcar
8. Shri Joseph Vaz
9. Mrs. Ezilda Sapeco
10. Shri Ramachandra Martins
treasurer
Shri Shambu Bhau Bhanderkar
executive Members – Goa pCC
1. Mrs. Marie Mascranhas
2. Shri Rajanikant Lavnis
3. Shri Tony Ivor Baretto
4. Mrs. Jyoti Naik
5. Shri Satish M. Dhoud
6. Shri Jitendra Desh Prabhu
7. Shri Ramnath Daungi
8. Shri Vinod Paliekar
9. Shri Mario Pinto
10. Shri Kanta Gaude
11. Shri Nasir Sheikh

12. Shri William Gonsalves
13. Dr. Damodar T.D. Gaonkar
14. Shri Janakdan Bhandari
15. Shri Surendra Furtado
16. Srhi Amilkar Alvares
17. Smt. Shaila C/ Sakalkar
18. Shri Milan Burman
Permanent Invitees
1. Shri Pratapsingh Raoji Rane
2. Shri Luizinho Feleiro
3. Shri Subhash A. Shirodkar
4. Shri Digambar V. Kamath
5. Shri Churchill Alemao
6. Shri Ravi S. Naik
7. Shri Fransico Sardinha
8. Shri Ramakant Kalap
9. Shri Eduardo Faleiro 
10. Shri Girish Choudankar
11. President Mahila Congress
12. President, NSUI
13. President, Youth Congress
14. Chairman, Sevadal
15. President, INTUC
16. All Congress MLAs

pradesh Congress Committee – Goa state
1. Shri John F. Fernandes
2. Shri Pratap Singh Rane
3. Shri Digambar V. Kamat
4. Shri Ravi S. Naik
5. Shri Luizinho Faleiro
6. Shri Subhash Shirodkar
7. Shri Churchill Alemao
8. Shri Francisco Sardinha
9. Shri Shantaram L. Naik
10. Shri Mauvin Godinho
11. Shri M.K. Sheikh
12. Shri Girish Chowthankar
13. Sri Shambu Bhau Bhandekar
14. Shri Luiz Alex Cardozo
15. Dr. Mrs. M. Pramod Salgaoncar
16. Mrs. Irin Barros
17. President Mahila Congress
18. President Youth Congress
19. President, NSUI
20. Chairman, Seva Dal

Congress spokesperson
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi on 21st January, 2014 has approved 
the following names as follows with immediate 
effect (List is in alphabetical order):-
senior spokespersons
1. Anand Sharma
2. Ghulam Nabi Azad
3. Mukul Wasnik
4. P. Chidambaram
5. Salman Khurshid
spokespersons
1. Abhishek Manu Singhvi
2. Jyotiraditya Scindia
3. P.C. Chacko

4. Raj Babbar
5. Randeep Surjewala
6. Rita Bahuguna Joshi
7. Sandeep Dikshit 
8. Sanjay Jha
9. Satyavrat Chaturvedi
10. Shakeel Ahmad
11. Shakti Sinh Gohil
12. Shashi Tharoor
13. Shobha Ojha
Media panelists
1. Akhilesh Pratap Singh
2. Anant Gadgil
3. Ashok Tanwar
4. Balchandra Mungekar
5. Brijesh Kalappa
6. Chandan Yadav
7. CR Kesavan
8. Deepak Amin
9. Deepender Hooda
10. Krishna Byre Gowda
11. Manish Tiwari
12. Meem Afzal
13. Meenakshi Natarajan
14. Mukesh Nayak
15. Nadeem Javed
16. PL Punia
17. Prem Chandra Mishra
18. Priyanka Chaturvedi
19. Ragini Nayak
20. Rajeev Gowda
21. Rajeev Shukla
22. RPN Singh
23. Salman Soz
24. Sanjay Nirupam
panelists on National Media on state Issues
1. Abdul Rasool Khan
2. Abhay Dubey
3. Amercai Narayan
4. Amrita Dhawan
5. Anil Bhardwaj
6. Barkha Shukla Singh
7. Bharat Kumar
8. Bhawana Jha
9. Chetan Rawal
10. Chitto Nysou
11. Dinesh Gundurao
12. Hilal Ahmed
13. Jaiveer Shergill
14. Jyoti Mani
15. Manik Tagore
16. Manoj Pandey
17. Mohd. Akbar
18. Mohit Sharma 
19. Peter Alphonse
20. Pranav Jha
21. Ranju Ramawat
22. Rashmikant
23. Sachin Sawant
24. Sarwat Jehan Fatima 
25. Shahnawaz Sheikh
26. Sulaiman Mohd. Khan
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27. V.T. Balram
28. Victor Keishing 
29. Vidit Chaudhry
30. Vivek Bansal

Haryana pCC Reconstituted
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 28th January, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for constituting the Pradesh Election 
Committee of Haryana as enclosed.

Haryana pradesh election Committee
1. Ch. Phool Chand Mullana
2. Shri Bhupinder Singh Hooda
3. C. Birender Singh, MP
4. Kumari Selja, MP
5. Shri Ashok Tanwar, MP
6. Shri Avtar Singh Bhadana, MP
7. Shri H.S. Chatta
8. Capt. Ajay Yadav
9. Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala
10. Smt. Kiran Chaudhary
11. Smt. Geeta Bhukkal
12. Smt. Savitrai Jindal
13. Ch. Aftab Ahmed
14. Dr. Ram Prakash
15. Shri Vinod Sharma
16. Shri Balbir Pal Shah
17. Shri Shadi Lal Batra
18. Shri Jagdish Nehra
19. Shri Suresh Gupta
20. Shri Rajkumar Balmiki
Ex. Officio-Members
21. Shri Amit Sehag
22. Shri Sandeep Boora
23. Smt. Sumita Singh, MLA
24. Shri Chhota Singh Chauhan

Additional list of tNCC
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 29th January, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for adding some more names in 
the list of Tamil Nadu Pradesh Congress 
Committee Office-bearers and Executive 
Committee as enclosed.
Additional list of TNCC Vice Presidents, 
General Secretaries and Executive members
Vice-presidents
1. Shri Kalaiselvan
2. Shri Senthil Kumar
3. Shri Engineer R. Radhakrishnan
4. Shri Subha Somu
Shri Pushparja announced earlier as Vice-
President will continue as Pudukottai DCC 
President only.
General Secretaries
1. Shri Arul Pethia
2. Shri Vijay Kumar, Ex. MLA
3. Shri Theetharaman, Ex MP
4. Shri Manikandan @ Venus Mani
5. Shri S. Rajkumar, Ex MLA
Executive Members
1. Shri Karti Chidambaram

2. Shri Nagar Periasamy 
3. Shri R.S. Senthil Kumar
4. Shri Ekambavanan
5. Shri Chengam Kumar
6. Shri Senthil
7. Shri K.O.R. Senthamarai
8. Shri P. Gandhi
9. Shri Sivarja, Ex. MLA
10. Shri Elangovan (Namakkal)
11. Dr. E.S.S. Raman, Ex. MLA
12. Shri Swaminathan, Ex. MLA
13. Shri Narasimhan, Ex. MP
14. Shri Colony Venkatachalam
15. Shri J.B. Subramaniam
16. Shri Gopanna
17. Shri Mahendran
18. Shri Annadurai
All MLAs will be Permanent Invitee to the 
Executive.

tNCC sC Department Reconstituted 
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 
4th February, 2014 has approved the proposal 
for reconstituting the SC Department of the 
Tamil Nadu Pradesh Congress Committee 
as follows:
1. Chairman 
 - Shri K. Selvaperunthagai 
 
2. Vice-Chairmen
 Shri R. Ramprabhu   
 Shri M. Rajendran   
 Shri R. Senthamil Selvan  
3. Conveners
 Smt. M.A. Sivakumari
 Shri T. Nadaiyazhagan  
 Shri D. Selvakumar   
Shri Mohan Arunachalam   
Shri P.V. Tamil Selvan   
Shri C. Selvakumar  

New pCC presidents
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 10th February, 2014 has approved the 
proposal for appointing the following persons 
as party Presidents of their respective states. 
She has also approved one name as Vice-
President in addition to the list of existing 
office-bearers of Kerala PCC as mentioned 
below:

West Bengal pCC president: 
 Shri Adhir Ranjan Choudhary

Haryana pCC president :
 Shri Ashok Tanwar  -

Kerala pCC president : 
 Shri V.M. Sudheeran 

Vice president Kerala pCC
 Shri V.D. Satheeshan  

Campaign Committee for lok sabha 
election
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 11th February, 2014 has approved the 2014 
Lok Sabha Election Campaign Committee 
as follows:
1. Hon. Congress President Chairperson
2. Shri Rahul Gandhi Co-Chairman
3. Dr. Manmohan Singh
4. Shri Motilal Vora
5. Shri A.K. Antony
6. Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde
7. Shri Ahmed Patel
8. Shri Janardan Dwivedi
9. Shri P. Chidambaram
10. Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad
11. Shri Oscar Fernandes
12. Smt. Sheila Dikshit
13. Smt. Mohsina Kidwai
14. Shri Ashok Gehlot
15. Smt. Ambika Soni
16. Shri Digvijaya Singh
17. Shri Gurudas Kamath
18. Shri B.K. Hariprasad
19. Shri Mukul Wasnik
20. Shri C.P. Joshi
21. Shri Luizinho Faleiro
22. Shri Madhusudhan Mistry
23. Shri Ajay Maken
24. Shri Mohan Prakash
25. Shri Shakeel Ahmad 
26. Shri Anand Sharma
27. Shri Kamal Nath
28. Shri Salman Khursheed
29. Capt. Amarinder Singh
30. Shri Ajit Jogi
31. Kumari Selja
32. Shri Satyavrat Chaturvedi
33. Shri Jairam Ramesh
34. Shri V. Narayanaswamy
35. Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia
36. Shri Jitendra Singh Alwar
37. Shri Manish Tewari
38. Shri Randeep Surjewala
39. Shri Rajeev Shukla
40. Shri J.D. Seelam
41. Shri Tushar Chaudhry
42. Smt. Rajinder Kaur Bhattal
43. Shri Sarat Pattnaik
44. Shri Manas Bhunia
45. Shri Vincent Pala
46. Shri Modh. Akbar
47. Shri Dinesh Gundurao
48. Shri Krishna Byre Gowda
49. Ms. Wansukh Syiem
50. Shri Anant Gadgil

AppoINtMeNts
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ANDAMAN NICOBAR
Request for creating 

supernumerary posts 
port Blair: The Andaman Nicobar PCC 
President, Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma has taken 
up the issue related to workers, in detail with 
the Union Home Minister, Shri Shushil Kumar 
Shinde during his recent meeting with him 
and submitted a proposal for creation of 69 
supernumerary posts of Mazdoors been sent 
to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution for sanction by the 
Andaman Nicobar Administration. Shri 
Kuldeep has requested the Minister that the 
Ministry of Home Affairs being the Nodal 
Ministry in respect of the UT Administration 
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, may kindly 
bestow his personal attention so that the matter 
of creation of 69 supernumerary posts of the 
Mazdoors in the Directorate of Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs of A&N Administration 
gets expeditiously resolved and is created for 
the welfare and future of the workers.

ANDHRA PRADESH
Tributes to Mahatma Gandhi

Hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh Youth 
Congress Committee Linguistic Minority Cell 
paid tributes to Father of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi on his death anniversary here on 30th 
January, 2014.

Chairman of the Linguistic Cell, Shri Murali 
Mohan Ashok Singh garlanded the statue of 
Gandhiji at the Gandhi Bhawan here and paid 
floral tributes. Other present were Ajaya Shukla, 
Manilal Shah, G. Narendra Yadav, Tulja Ram, 
Chaudhary Aheer, Bhavesh Shah, Rajender 
Yadav, Syed Afsar Ali with others.

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
Tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi

Itanagar: Arunachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee observed the 66th Maryr’s Day of 

the Father of the Nation – Mahatma Gandhi 
on 30th January, 2014 at Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, 
Itanagar and paid their tributes. 

The programme started with floral tributes paid 

to the portrait of Bapuji followed by 1 minute 
silence as a mark of respect to the great soul. 
Shri Tatar Kipa, Vice-President APCC and 
Chairman of the Observation Committee has 
welcomed everyone on the auspicious occasion 
and recalled the historic contribution of Bapuji 
for the cause of the nation.

All religious prayers (Hindu, Christian and 
Nyedar Namlo (Donyi-Polo) were organized. 
Bhajan were presented by Kristi Kendra Music 
Academy of Naharlagun to Commemorate 
the day. The programme was attended by Shri 
Mukut Mithi, President APCC, Ministers/
Parliamentary Secretaries/MLAs, PCC officer 
bearers, Frontal Organizations (Mahila 
Congress, Youth Congress, Seva Dal, NSUI) 
Councilors, DCCs/BCCs/CCC and party 
workers.

BIHAR
Workers meeting held

Ara: The meeting of the Bhojpur district 
Congress Committee was held at the Saheed 
Bhawan here on 20th January, 2014.

The meeting which was presided over by 
District Congress president, Dr. Ajay Kumar 
Singh concluded with a note to strengthen 
the organization. The meeting was attended 
by Bihar PCC Secretary and incharge of 
Aara Lok Sabha constituency, Smt. Shiela 
Singh Kushwaha, Pradesh Kisan and Khet 
Mazdoor vice-president, Pramod Rai, Pradesh 
representative, Malti Pandey, Shri Shiv Kumar 
Singh, Brajesh Yadav, Dr. Ashok Ram, Ashok 
Chaudhary, Prof. Arron Singh and Mohan 
Dubey.

The District Congress also celebrated the 91st 
Birth anniversary of former Chief Minister 
of Bihar, Shri Bindeshwari Dubey on 14th 
January, 2014.

CHHATTISGARH

New landmark achieved
Raipur: The Handicap Cell of the Chhattisgarh 
Pradesh Congress Committee has achieved a 
new landmark in its history. The Cell, which 
is doing social service by way of providing 
artificial limbs, hearing aid and performing 
operations of split lips, performed the 400th 
successful operation here on 25th January, 2014.

Cell Chairman, Shri Mahender Kochhar said 

that the state has large number of children with 
split lips and the Cell organizes camps from 
time to time free of cost to help the suffering 
people. The camp is run under the supervision 
of Dr. Sunil Kalra. In the recent camp, three 
children, Shivam Gupta, Manav and Mathem 
Kaushik were operated for split lips.

The Handicap Cell is being run successfully 
under the guidance of former PCC president, 
Dr. Charnadas Mahant, Shri Bhupesh Baghel 
and Shri T.S. Singhdeo.

Tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi
Raipur: The City Congress Committee led by 
its president, Shri Vikas Upadhaya paid tributes 
to father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi on his 
66th death anniversary here on 30th January, 
2014.

Pradesh Congress president, Shri Bhupesh 
Baghel and Leader of the Opposition, Shri T.S. 
Singhdeo paid tributes to Gandhiji and urged 
the people to walk on the path shown by him.

The day was celebrated as ‘Shaheedi Diwas’ 
and others who paid tributes were Shri Pankaj 
Sharma, Shri Subhash Sharma, Shri Ashok 
Ray Ahuja, Shri Inder Chand Dhadiwal, Shri 
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi, Shri Hasan Khan, Shri 
Kiranmai Naik, Shri Suryanmani Mishra with 
others.

DELHI
Tributes to Mahatma Gandhi

New Delhi: A function was held at the Delhi 
Pradesh Congress Committee (DPCC) office, 
Rajiv Bhawan, on 30th January, 2014 to observe 
the martyrdom day of Father of the Nation 
Mahatma Gandhi, and floral tribute were paid 
to the portrait of Gandhiji.

DPCC President and MLA Shri Arvinder 

sTATEswATCh
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Singh and Leader of the Congress Legislature 
Party, Shri Haroon Yusuf said the whole nation 
was today commemorating the martyrdom 
of Bapu on this day. Shri Arvinder Singh and 
Shri Haroon Yusuf said Mahatma Gandhi won 
freedom for the country, and the nation salutes 
the freedom fighters on this occasion who 
sacrificed their lives in the freedom struggle.

They said after independence, at the behest 
of Gandhiji, a plan was formulated for the 
development of India with thrust on education, 
removal of proverty and industrial development. 
On the occasion of Gandhiji’s martyrdom day, 
we remember him fondly, and pledge to follow 
in his footsteps.

Candle March by Mahila Congress
Delhi: The Delhi Pradesh Mahila Congress led 
by its president, Dr. Onika Mehrotra, organized 
a candle march here on 4th February, 2014 to 
show their solidarity with the students of the 
North-East in their fight to get justice over the 
death of teenager Nido Tania.

The candle march was organized in support and 

to give solace at the time of grief to the North-
East community in Delhi. This was done to 
protest the death of Nido Tania.

INTUC Workshop held
Delhi: A one-day workshop for all the district 
and federation presidents of INTUC (Indian 
National Trade Union Congress), Rajasthan 
Branch was held at the Jawahar Bhawan here 
on 30th January, 2014.

The INTUC representatives had come for 
this workshop on the invitation of Congress 
vice-president, Shri Rahul Gandhi to give 
their suggestions for the Congress Manifesto 
for the coming Lok Sabha elections. INTUC 

representatives had collected under the 
leadership of national president of the INTUC, 
Dr. Sanjeev Reddy.

GUJARAT
Tall claims of Modi turn false

Condemning Modi’s Development Model, 
Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee President 
Shri Arjun Modhwadia on 2nd February, 2014 
demanded resignation of Chief Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi while demanding withdrawal 
of criteria of income for poverty and official 
statistics of poverty, stated that according to the 
criteria laid down by the Food and Civil Supplies 
Department of Gujarat’s Bhartiya Janta Party 
Government, those who earn Rs.10.80 per day 
in rural areas and Rs.16.70 per day in urban i.e. 
Rs.324 per month in rural areas and Rs.501 in 
urban area will not be considered as poor in the 
State. Number of such poor families in Gujarat 
is 38 lakhs. Bhartiya Janta Party’s Government 
has completely failed in their 18 year regime to 
reduce number of poor and increase income of 
poor people in Gujarat under Modi-rule and 
there is gradual increase in number of poor 
people. Hence tall claims of development being 
made by Modi government have proved to be 
empty. In Gujarat, disparity is there due to rise 
in income of limited number of people whereas 
decrease in income of most of the citizens.

Declaring that due to pro-mil lionaire 
industrialists policy of Bhartiya Janta Party 
Government, there is rise in number of poor 
people in Gujarat, Shri Arjun Modhwadia 
stated that those limited favored industrialists 
who have availed thousand crores of rupees 
as concessions from public exchequer and 
taking hold of natural resources of the State at 
throwaway prices in Modi Government have 
claimed their names in special BPL list. Criteria 
for extending benefits from public exchequer to 
such millionaire beneficiaries can be decided 
within 24 hours from office of the Chief Minister 
and details thereof are not made available even 
through website or under the RTI. Bhartiya 
Janta Party cried a lot in the name of poor when 
National Planning Commission published Rs.26 
for rural areas and Rs.32 for urban areas. In 
fact, those were the guiding figures published 
by the Planning Commission which the Union 
Government refused to accept. Still, however, 
B.J.P. shed crocodile tears in the name of poor. 
Chief Minister Narendra Modi criticized 
heavily Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
over the issue of criteria of poverty from stage 
replicated with Red Fort. Now, when Prime 
Ministerial candidate of Bhartiya Janta Party 
himself advocates for applying Modi model 
across the nation, what would be the misfortune 
of nation if poor people in Gujarat are in such a 
terrible condition? In fact, what is the mindset 
of Bhartiya Janta Party’s prime ministerial 
candidate who is projecting tempting stories 

about India of his dreams from replica of Red 
Fort? Is this the India of the dreams of Bhartiya 
Janta Party’s candidate for Prime Ministership?

Official website of Food and Civil Supplies 
Department of Government of Gujarat indicates 
that under the scheme of Below Poverty Line 
families in Gujarat, average monthly per capita 
income for rural areas is Rs.324 and Rs.501 
for urban areas and accordingly, 24.30 lakh 
families of Gujarat are included under BPL 
whereas advertisements being released by 
Health Department of Government of Gujarat 
in respect of Mukhya Mantri Amruttam Yojana 
(MAA), number of BPL families in Gujarat 
are shown to be 38 lakh. There is continuous 
increase in poor in Gujarat. On the other hand, 
Government of India has fixed minimum 
daily wage of Rs.140 under MNREGA scheme. 
Gujarat’s B.J.P. Government has refused to 
consider the individual as poor who earns more 
than Rs.10.70 per day as against Rs.140 fixed by 
Government of India.

Government of India aims to benefit 82 crore 
citizens of the country under Food Security 
Act out of which, around 3.58 crores i.e. 57% 
of population of Gujarat is to get benefit in the 
form of grains under Food Security. More and 
above, provision has been made in the Act for 
Rs.6000 cash to every pregnant woman and 
providing nutritious food to pregnant and 
wet-mothers and all children upto 14 years 
of age. By implementing this Act by all the 
Congress-ruled States, even those families who 
are not covered under BPL families list can 
get ration for whole month by spending only 
Rs.100/-. However, Modi Government which 
is anti-poor and anti-middleclass, see to it that 
instead of implementing Food Security Act in 
Gujarat, poverty of their favored industrialists 
is eliminated. 

Shri Arjun Modhwadia stated that according 
to Government figures only, there are 38 lakh 
families in Gujarat i.e. 1.90 crore population 
is having less than Rs.10.80 income in rural 
areas and less than Rs.16.70 daily income in 
urban areas of Gujarat. While Government 
of Gujarat has officially accepted that there is 
decline in income of poor in Gujarat and there 
is increase in number of poor people in Gujarat, 
Narendra Modi should resign as Chief Minister 
by accepting failure of Modi model and Bhartiya 
Janta Party should also take resignation of Modi 
in the interest of poor and middle class people.

HARYANA
Freedom fighters honoured

sonepat: The City Congress Committee 
celebrated Republic Day at the Congress Bhawan 
here on 26th January, 2014. Congressmen paid 
tributes to all the freedom fighters who laid 
down their lives for the freedom of our country. 
The function was presided over by City Congress 
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president, Shri Pradeep Singh Gautam.

On the occasion freedom fighter, Shri Sitaram 
Sharma, City Block president, Shri Ashok 
Chhabra, Rural Block president, Shri Bhaleram 
Jhagada, Shri Devendra Sharma, Councillor, 
Shri Pramod Sharma, Shri Santosh Gulia, Dr. 
Satbir Nirman, Sunita Lochab, Ramesh Thakran, 
Harendra Saini and others were also present.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi

solan: The City Congress Sewa Dal and 
Congressmen of Kausauli paid tributes to Father 
of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi on his death 
anniversary here on 30th January, 2014. On the 
occasion the Sewa Dal workers also remembered 
all those freedom fighters who laid down their 
lives for the freedom of the country.

Those who paid tributes included City Congress 

President, Shri Jatin Sahini, Himachal Pradesh 
Congress Sewa Dal Chief Organizer, Shri 
Harimohan Sharma, Shri Hemant Sharma, City 
Corporation Chairman, Shri Kularkosh Pant, 
Malti Sharma, Usha Sharma, Nitasha, Shammi, 
Surendra Virdhi, Kailash Saini, Sardar Singh, 
Sushil Chaudhary, Manoj Gupta, Kishan Grover, 
Jinna ji, Vivek Ovram, Anil Thakur, Ramdut 
Sharma with others.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi

Jammu: On the Martyrdom Day of the Father 
of Nation Mahatma Gandhi, a function was 
organized at Mubarak Mandi Jammu on 30th 
January, 2014, which was attended by a large 
number of people including women and youths.

Prof. Saifuddin Soz-MP (former Union 
Minister) & President J&K PCC was the Chief 
guest on the occasion which was attended by 
several Ministers and prominent personalities 
of different sections of the society and senior 
leaders of the Congress party.

The function was organized under the aegis 
of Flag Foundation of India and was part of 
the functions all over the country including at 
India Gate New Delhi, simultaneously, where 
prominent personalities from different walks of 
life including AICC Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi participated.

Prof. Saifuddin Soz, Ministers, Senior leaders of 
the party and prominent persons offered flowers 
at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi at Mubarak 
Mandi, amidst chanting of Bhajans and patriotic 
songs by the artists on the occasion.

Paying tributes to Mahatma Gandhi, Prof. 
Saifuddin Soz said that Mahatma Gandhi’s 
philosophy is becoming more and more relevant 
in the present day in India and World , we 
should follow the path shown by him in order 
to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood, unity 
and integrity of the country.

Thereafter, one minute silence was observed by 
the gathering followed by pledge read out by 
Prof. Saifuddin Soz, to follow the path shown 
by Mahatma Gandhi and serve the nation. A 
human chain was also formed by the gathering 
alongwith Prof. Soz to convey the sense of 
brotherhood and unity.

Rich tributes paid to  
Mahatma Gandhi

srinagar: On the occasion of death anniversary 
of Gandhiji, Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee held a meeting of 
prominent leaders and workers at Congress 
Party Headquarters on 29th January, 2014. 
The meeting was presided over by Shri Gulam 
Nabi Monga MLC, Vice-President Jammu and 
Kashmir Pradesh Congress Committee.

Those who addressed the meeting included 
Shri Gulam Nabi Mir Lasjan, general secretary, 
Senior leader Shri Farooq Andrabi, Shri Zahid 
Hussain Jan, district president, Mohd. Sultan 
Shaheen Ganderbali, Shri Gulam Hassan 
Geelani Ex. Minister, Shri Abdul Gandi Naseem, 
Ex-MLA, Shri Mushtaq Bazaz, Shri Abdul 
Hamid Rather and others.

While paying rich tributes to Mahatma Gandhi 
on the eve of his death anniversary, the speakers 
said that Gandhiji symbolizes secular and 
democratic India. They said that Mahatma 
Gandhi throughout his life worked for amity 
and brotherhood between all sections of the 
society and fought for the upliftment of weaker 
and under developed sections.

Those who were present on the occasion 
included Gulam Mohd. Shiekh, Khursheed 
Ahmad Zargar secretaries, Mehraj U-Din 
Parray, Waseem Ahmad Shall, Mohd. Aslam 
Dar, Saira Sameer, Shameema Iqbal, Shameema 
Khan, Syeda Wani and others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Issue of Compensation to farmers

Bhopal:  The Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee president, Shri Arun Yadav, MP 
accused the state Chief Minister during the 
Working Committee meeting of the Madhya 
Pradesh Congress here on 3rd February, 2014 
to ignore the facts.

Reacting over the remarks of Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan that the Centre was 
responsible for the delay in the disbursement 
of insurance amount to farmers, Shri Arun 
Yadav said that whenever the chief minister is 
confronted with a big issue, he puts the blame 
on the Central government.

Shri Yadav said that while addressing the 
meeting of the farmers in the Congress party’s 
Kisan Morcha on 2nd February, 2014, he 
involved the feelings of the farmers and said all 
that was said was much against the facts and I 
can’t believe that a chief minister could say all 
such untruths. He was in a habit of belying the 
facts and blaming the Centre despite the fact 
that the money for the welfare of the farmers has 
been paid by the Centre to the state government 
long back.

Tributes to  Lalbahadur Shastri
Jabalpur: The City Congress Committee 

NeWs



Congress sandesh | 39 | February 2014

paid tributes to former Prime Minister, Shri 
Lalbahadur Shashtri on his death anniversary 
on 11th January, 2014.

City Congress President, Shri Dinesh Yadav 
paying tributes garlanded the photo of Shastriji. 
Shri Yadav said that Shastriji understood the 
importance of a soldier and the farmer and 
said that one protects the country at the borders 
while the other provides us food and thus he 
gave the slogan of “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan”.

Others who paid tributes included Shri Surendra 
Yadav, Shri Ramdas Yadav, Shri Mansoor 
Ahmed, Shri Mamur Guddu, Shri P.P. Patel, Shri 
Anand Namdev, Shri Rumble Vishwakarma, 
Shri Prem Tiwari, Shri Pawan Sharma, Shri 
Ashok Khendelwal, Shri Rupesh Khendelwal 
with others.

Floral tributes to Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose

Jabalpur: The City Congress Committee paid 
tributes to freedom fighter, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose on his Birth Anniversary here 
on 23rd January, 2014. The president of the City 
Congress, Shri Dinesh Yadav paid tributes by 
garlanding the statue of Shri Subhash Chandra 
Bose.

Shri Yadav, praised Netaji Subhash for his 
revolutionary attitude during the freedom 
struggle and said that he gave the slogan, “you 
give me blood and I will give you freedom”.

Others who paid tributes included Shri N.P. 
Dubey, Gulabchandra Darshacharya, Chhotelal 
Soni, Spokesperson Tikaram Koshta, Jhhallelal 
Jain, Anubha Sharma, Kailash Tiwari, Surendra 
Patel, Ramdas Yadav with others.

Tributes to Lala Lajpat Rai
Jabalpur: The City Congress Committee paid 

tributes to the brave soldier of independence 
movement Lala Lajpat Rai on his birth 
anniversary here on 28th January, 2014.

City Congress President, Shri Dinesh Yadav paid 
tributes by garlanding the photo of Lala Lajpat 
Rai. Others who paid tributes include former 
president of the Youth Congress, Shri Ratresh 
Awasthi, Shri Surendra Patel, Shri Kamlesh 
Rawat, Shri Manoj Seth, Shri Neelesh Samrat, 
Shri Alok Gupta, Shri Pankaj Agrahari, Shri 
Rajesh Yadav, Shri P.P. Patel, Shri Sumeet Khare 
with others. 

Shri Dinesh Yadav, former Councillor, Shri 
Bhagatram Singh, Mahatma Gandhi Ward 
Concillor, Smt. Kamlesh Yadav also spoke about 
the life of Lala Lajpat Rai.

 Tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi
Jabalpur: Congressmen and the City Congress 
Committee paid tributes to father of the nation 
Mahatma Gandhi on his death anniversary here 
on 30th January, 2014.

City Congress President, Shri Dinesh Yadav 
garlanded the statue of Gandhiji at the Town 
Hall. Others who paid tributes were former 
Mayor N.P. Dubey, Kailash Tiwari, Alok Mishra, 
Jhallelal Jain, Anubha Sharma, Satish Tiwari, 
Ramdas Yadav, Balwinder Maan, Councillor 
Kamlesh Yadav.

Shri Dinesh Yadav said that ‘Congress Chupal’ 
will be held in every colony of the city in 

February and the Congressmen will tell the 
people about the false propaganda being done 
by the opposition and will make them aware how 
Congress brought about the massive change and 
progress in the country.

PUNJAB
SAD promise of generating 10 lakh 

new jobs fails: Bajwa
Chandigarh: Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, 
President Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee 
(PPCC) on 4th February, 2014 made a frontal 
attack on SAD-BJP government and said that 
contrary to promise of providing 10 lakh new 
jobs, so promised in the Election manifesto 
of Shiromani Akali Dal, the industrial 
mismanagement in their regime has led to 
retrenchment of about 10 lakh skilled and 
unskilled workers in the last seven years.

In a statement here Shri Bajwa said that with 
the closure of around 18,770 industrial units 
and many such on the verge of closing down 
due to the irrational tax structure, forced power 
cuts and irresponsible industrial policy had 
hit the manufacturing sector at heavy  cost to 
the state exchequer. He said that if the thumb 
rule of 50 employees per unit having to lose 
a job is applied then almost 10 lakhs people 
have been rendered jobless, thus effecting 
more than 40 lakh members of their families 
throughout Punjab.

Shri Bajwa stated that the. Shiromani Akali 
Dal(SAD) the main partner in the alliance 
government had in its manifesto of 2007-12 
had promised to fill 1.50 lakh vacancies and 
create 10 lakh jobs if voted back to power in 
2012.The information sought by Congress 
party under RTI Act has nailed the lies of Chief 
Minister Shri Parkash Singh Badal and Deputy 
Chief Minister Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal in 
this regard.

Shri Bajwa said that Chief Minister and his 
Deputy were trying to camouflage the gloomy 
scenario in the state by issuing statements that 
all is well. The progressive Punjab investment 
summit and now Agriculture summit being 
held from February 16 to 19 were mere political 
gimmicks so as to divert the attention of the 
people from the real problems faced by them 
such as unemployment, worsening law and 
order and other burning issues in the state.

He belied the claims of Shri Sukhbir Badal 
regarding the much hyped NRI investments 
and employment generation in Punjab and 
challenged him to show even a single project 
set up by any NRI even after having convened 
a  series of NRI Sammelans over the last many 
years.

He said that Shri Sukhbir Badal and his 
brother-in-law Shri Bikram Singh Majithia 
were entertaining their NRI friends at the 
expense of the state exchequer, so as to let 
them enjoy the winter holidays in India. These 
very NRIs play host to Akali Dal leaders when 

NeWs
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they visit abroad in summers. He said that the 
exercise is just a family exchange programme 
for which people of Punjab have to foot the bill.

The information sought by RTI Cell of  
PPCC has blown the lid off the SAD-BJP 
governments false claims, He said that as 
per official records SAD-BJP government 
has provided jobs to only 35034 unemployed 
persons in last seven years. He said that 
530724 persons had registered themselves in 
the employment exchanges during SAD-BJP 
regime beginning 2007 till August 2013 and 
only 6 percent of them got the jobs.

Shri Bajwa said that in Malwa districts, the 
home turf of Shri Badal the job generation 
scenario is grim. He said that in Muktsar 
district 10884 youth registered for job out 
of which only 41 get jobs (0.38percent). In 
Faridkot district out of 10747 unemployed 
only 43 got the jobs which is 0.3 percent only. 
In Bathinda district the job percentage is only 
1.01 percent where only 255 unemployed 
got the job out of 25172 registered with the 
department. In Mansa district the jobs were 
given to only 0.6 percent i.e. only 59 got job 
out of 4537 unemployed youth.

Shri Bajwa said that in the border districts 
of Amritsar and Tarn Taran the percentage 
of jobs provided to unemployed is just 2 
percent each where 1228 and 591 persons 
got jobs out of 48661 and 34383 respectively. 
In Gurdaspur it is 1.5 percent only and 0.4 
percent in Pathankot. In Ferozepur the job 
percentage is only 1 percent where 223 persons 
were given jobs out of 20042 registrations. 
The job percentage in districts of Rupnagar(4 
percent), Nawanshehar(3 ), Patiala (6), 
Sangrur(2), Barnnala (2.8 ), Fatehgarh Sahib 
(2) and Hoshiarpur (5.43 ) only.  He said that 
only Mohali, Jalandhar and Ludhiana districts 
have little higher percentage of 24.9 percent, 
8.8 and 18 percent respectively.

PPCC president said that out of 219784 
Scheduled castes registered with the Job 
Generation department till August 2013 only 
2680 persons were provided jobs which are just 
1.21 percent. In OBC category the jobs were 
provided to only 553 out of 19969 registered 
unemployed. It is 2.76 percent. For other 
reserved categories jobs were given to only 
250 persons out of 9966 registered persons and 
the percentage comes out only 2.50 percent. 
As far as the general category is concerned, 
only 8 percent of registered unemployed youth 
got the job.

PPCC president said that SAD-BJP government 
had landed in a quagmire of drugs and crime. 
He warned that SAD-BJP alliance was doing 
an irreparable loss to Punjab for which the 

coming generations would have to pay a 
heavy price.

RAJASTHAN
Tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi

Hanumangarh: The District Congress 
Committee paid tribute to Father of the 
Nation Mahatma Gandhiji on his death 
anniversary here on 30th January, 2014. Two-
minutes silence was observed in the memory 
of Gandhiji.

District Congress General Secretary, Shri 
Rajendra Baid while paying tributes, said that 
we should take inspiration from Gandhiji and 
follow on the path shown by him.

Others who paid tributes were Shri Tarun 
Vijaya, DCC Secretary, Shri Sanjay Punia, 
Member Udaypal Saraswat, Block President, 
Manoj Saini, Saurabh Rathod, Gurdip Chhahal 
with others.

UTTAR PRADESH
Tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi

unnao: The District Congress Committee paid 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhiji on his death 
anniversary here on 30th January, 2014. District 
Congress President, Shri Veer Pratap Singh, 
while paying tributes said that our country 
which followed on the path shown by Bapuji is 
so much developed and progressive.

Shri Singh said that Bapuji always followed on 
ahimsa and gave us independence and gave the 
whole world a message of peace. He said that 
if we can breathe freely today, it is because of 
Bapuji’s efforts and on this day the people who 
believe in breaking this country shot-down 
Bapuji. Smt. Anu Tandon, MP said that it will 
be a true tribute to Gandhiji if we sort all our 
problems by following on the principles of 
ahimsa.

Also present were City Congress President, 
Shri Dinesh Shukla, Kamal Tiwari, Dr. Anwar 
Khurshid, Sanjay Nigam, Arun Kumar 
Kushwaha, Vishwar Nigam, Ram Kishore Pal, 
Abhishek Prasad Pandey, Rakesh Dwivedi, 

Rakesh Babu Tiwari, Shayamlal Kori, Ajay 
Srivastav, Mahesh Prasad Tripathi with others. 

Protest Dharna in Meerut
lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee, led by UPCC President, Dr. Nirmal 
Khatri and Shri Madhusudan Mistri staged a 
protest dharna in Meerut on 21st January, 2014.

The dharna was held against the non-
implementation of the Food Security Act, 
against the deteriorating law and order situation 
in the state, against the communal conflicts in 
Muzzafarnagar and for the basic problems of 
the sugar-cane growers.

AICC General Secretary and Incharge of UP, 
Shri Madhusudan Mistri said that the UP 
Government has not been able to provide basic 
amenities to the affected people staying in 
camps in Muzzafarnagar. The State government 
is not implementing the Central scheme of 
Food Security Act. The cane growers are facing 
double trouble. On the one side their arrears 
are not being paid, on the other, the crushing 
season is passing away while the cane crop is 
still in the fields.

Dr. Nirmal Khatri said that the State government 
of UP is not able to give protection to the people 
and their properties and communal conflicts are 
still continuing. The law and order is so bad in 
the state that no industrialists wants to set-up 
industry in UP.

When the Congressmen, after the meeting 
marched towards the commissioner’s office, 
they were stopped at the Commissioner 
crossing where they burnt the effigie of the 
state Chief Minister after which they were 
lathi-charged by the police. Thousands of 
Congressmen were arrested.

Other prominently present in the dharna 
were Union Coal Minister Shri Sreeprakash 
Jaiswal, Shri P.L. Punia Congress leader of 
the Opposition in Vidhan Sabha, Shri Pradep 
Mathur, Legislature leader Shri Naseeb Pathan, 
AICC Secretary incharge, Shri Prakash Joshi, 
Shri Naseeb Singh, Shri Jubeer Khan, Rajya 
Sabha Member, Shri Pramod Tiwari, Shri Vivek 
Bansal with others. v
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The All India Mahila Congress has 
started gearing up for the ensuing Lok 
Sabha Elections 2014 in a big way. It 

organized a series of Manifesto Consultation 
Meetings with NGOs, Anganwadi Union 
leaders and Asha workers and eminent 
women from different sections of society held 
separately, as desired by Shri Rahul Gandhi, 
Hon’ble Vice-President AICC. About 20 
National-level NGOs were invited for an 
interface with Mahila Congress while about 
100 Anganwadi Union Leaders and Asha 
workers were present in another meeting. 

A similar meeting were organized on 20th 
January 2014 in Bhopal in which Shri Rahul 
Gandhi was present for an interaction with 
about 250 eminent women who have made 
their mark in different fields of society such 
as Police Services, Doctors, Solicitors and 
Advocates, Academicians etc. The meeting 
was a great success.  

The AIMC President Smt. Shobha Oza 
addressed Mahila Congress Conventions in 
Ernakulam (Kerala), Ranchi (Jharkhand) and 
Kolkata (West Bengal) and organizational 
meetings in Mumbai, Karnataka, Chandigarh 
and Madhya Pradesh. 

‘Nirbhaya Day’ was observed by State units 
of Mahila Congress all over the country 
by organizing Candle Marchs, rallies and 
Seminars on Crime Against Women. 

A Candle March was organized at Jantar 
Mantar by All India Mahila Congress to 
protest against alleged snooping of an architect 
lady which was ordered by Amit Shah, the 
right hand man of Gujarat Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi. Women from Delhi Pradesh 
Mahila Congress and neighboring States of 

MAhILA 
COngREss 

A Brief Report of the visit of All India 
Mahila Congress President Smt. Shobha 
Oza for the Month of December 2013 
and January 2014.

Uttar Pradesh and Haryana participated in the 
March which proceeded from Jantar Mantar 
to Parliament Street Police Station. 

 A delegation of American Council of Young 
Political Leaders(ACYPL) visited AICC 
Headquarters wherein they met a few women 
leaders of the Congress Party, namely Smt. 
Naznin Faroque, MP; Smt. Indu Pawar, 
MLA and Smt. Shakuntala Rawat, MLA, 
State Mahila Congress Presidents of Jammu 
& Kashmir and Rajasthan respectively; Ms. 
Rekha Verma, Mayor of Dewas, MP; Dr. 
Krishna Jaiswal, Ex-Zila Panchayat President, 
Deoria, U.P.  It was a very meaningful 
interactional meeting. The All India Mahila 
Congress presented a copy of Discovery 
of India by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru to each 
member of the delegation.  

AIMC President, Smt. Shobha Oza addressed 
a gathering of about 2000 Anganwadi 
functionaries from across the country who 
were sitting on Dharna with a demand that 
their working conditions be improved as soon 
as possible. 

A meeting of Madhya Pradesh unit of Mahila 
Congress was held at Bhopal in which State 

Executive, City and District Presidents were 
invited to review the poll results of just 
concluded Assembly Elections in the State. 
Smt. Shobha Oza, President, AIMC exhorted 
Mahila Congress to work harder at the grass-
roots to ensure a grand victory in ensuing 
Parliamentary Elections – 2014. 

Smt. Vinita Vijay, President Bihar PMC, Smt. 
Janet D’Souza, President, Mumbai Mahila 
Congress convened organizational meetings 
in their respective States, Smt. Indu Pawar, 
President, J&K PMC toured different blocks of 
three district in Kashmir region. Smt. Kabita 
Rehman, President West Bengal PMC has 
started a signature campaign seeking speedy 
justice for the accused in Madyamgram Gang-
Rape held in South Kolkata and also against 
apathy of the State Government towards 
increasing crime against women State of West 
Bengal. Dr. Malti Thapar, President, Punjab 
PMC organized a State-level workshop on 
MGNREGA and Food Security Bill to educate 
and trained women leaders and workers about 
the land mark achievements of the UPA-II 
Government. Smt. Shobha Oza and Smt. 
Bindhu Krishna were present in the same.  v

Shobha Oza
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The month commenced with a meeting of Ex. servicemen at Shahjahanpur 
(UP). Nearly 300 Ex. Servicemen from Shahjahanpur and neighboring 
areas, including Farukhabad, participated in the meeting along with a few 

widows / war widows. The meeting was organized by Sub (Retd.) Rakesh Sagar, 
Chairman Farukhabad DCC Ex. Servicemen Department who is also an aspirant 
for the Shahjahanpur (SC) Lok Sabha seat.

Air Marshal (Retd.) Ashok Goel, Chairman UPCC Ex. Servicemen Department, 
who  was the Chief Guest, condemned the BJP for its mishandling of terrorist 
activities during the NDA regime. Citing the instance of hijacking of Indian 
Airlines plane to Kandhar and other incidents like attack on Parliament, he held 
the BJP led NDA responsible for the terrorist attacks during the NDA regime. The 
Air Marshal said that the Congress had a glorious record of service to the people 
of India during the last 128 years of its existence. No political party in India can 
compare the matchless record of its service to the country. 

Capt Praveen Davar, former Secretary AICC ridiculed the BJP and Aam Aadmi 
Party for hijacking the symbols, slogans and leaders of the Congress. He explained 
how Sardar Patel, who was the Home Minister of the country after independence, 
put the entire RSS leadership in jail for their role in the assassination of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The RSS leaders were only released from incarceration after they had 
pledged in writing that they will never indulge in political activities. However, they 
broke their promise after the death of Sardar Patel in December 1950 and formed 
the Bhartiya Jan Sangh. The audience were also reminded of a letter written by 
Sardar Patel to Guru Golwalkar, the then RSS chief in which the Sardar took the 
RSS to task for allegedly distributing sweets after the Mahatma’s murder. With facts 
and figures, Captain Davar explained what the UPA-1 and UPA-2 governments 
had done for the welfare of Ex. Servicemen, especially the steep hike in the pension 
of Ex. Servicemen which had gone up nearly five fold for PBOR (persons below 
officer rank) since 2004. He complimented Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
for announcing the Seventh Pay Commission and expressed the hope that the new 
Pay Commission will see substantial improvement in the emoluments of both 
serving and Ex. Servicemen. He explained how the ECHS (Ex. Servicemen Central 
Health Scheme) and Canteen services have had vastly improved  during the 10 
years of UPA Govt. for which UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Defence 
Minister Shri AK Antony deserve the gratitude of Ex. Servicemen. 

Others who spoke were Uttar Pradesh Ex. Servicemen leaders- Shri Akshaywar 
Shukla, Shri Lala Ram Shukla and Sub Rakesh Sagar who expressed the confidence 
that given a chance, the seat of Shahjahanpur (reserved) could be won by a dalit 
ex. servicemen, due to a large percentage of both Dalits and Ex. Servicemen in 
this parliament constituency.

The AICC Ex. Servicemen Dept. has invited suggestions from all the Ex. 
Servicemen units of PCCs for the points to be included in the Congress manifesto 
regarding Ex. Servicemen issues. v

Ex sERvICEMEn COnDEMn 
bjp, Rss Nation pays tribute to our freedom fighters and 

distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Pt. Motilal Nehru
Death Anniversary
6th February

Kasturba Gandhi
Death Anniversary
22nd February

Sarojini Naidu
Birth Anniversary
13th February

Chandra Shekhar 
Azad

Death Anniversary
27th February

Dr. Zakir Hussain
Birth Anniversary

8th February

Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale

Death Anniversary
19th February

Smt. Kamala Nehru
Death Anniversary
28th February

(1861-1931)

(1869-1944)

(1879-1949)

(1906-1931)

(1897-1969)

(1866-1915)

(1899-1936)



Congress sandesh | 43 | February 2014

RepoRt

MoMeNt oF GReAt pRIDe
spokesperson: Sanjay Jha: Shri Sanjay Jha 
said he would like to cover the following four 
points today.
•	 Proud	moment	for	Indian	scientists	to	have	

launched GSLV D-5
•	Observation	on	the	comment	made	by	Baba	

Ramdev on Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru
•	Observations	 on	 the	 comment	 of	 Baba	

Ramdev suggesting lot of economic models 
to BJP’s Prime Ministerial candidate 
designate

•	Comments	on	the	statement	made	by	the	
senior leader of the AAP Mr. Prashant 
Bhushan on the referendum for the presence 
of army in Kashmir

Shri Sanjay Jha said the launch of GSLV D-5 
rocket very successfully is a moment of great 
pride and is a remarkable achievement on the 
part of India’s scientists. This is something 
we need to pause and really appreciate and 
applaud the work done by our scientists 
working in the ISRO and more important is 
the fact that the successful launch has been 
largely brought about by the use of our own 
indigenous talent and technology and I do 
believe that it is only appropriate that we 
start today’s briefing by sharing a news of a 
great achievement by Scientists and Engineers 
who have worked very hard, burnt the mid 
night oil and made a significant scientific 
breakthrough.
Regarding observations made by Baba 
Ramdev on Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, Shri 
Sanjay Jha said the Congress party strongly 
condemns and it is extremely regrettable, 
reprehensible and deplorable statement that 
he made on India’s first Prime Minister Pt 
Jawaharlal Nehru. I think some people when 
they make a comment on India’s leaders of the 
past, stalwarts, eminent political personalities, 
I think they should go and read some history. 
What was particularly, I thought, disturbing 
was the fact that Baba Ram Dev made a very 
insulting and wrong remarks on as person 
like Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru who; is considered 
worldwide not just as a political leader but as a 
statesman. A statesman is someone who looks 
as a leader not just as a political challenges 
facing his party or the country but who looks 
at the role of his nation amongst the league 
of nations. I think it is important for people 
to know and certainly Baba Ramdev to know 
that the non-alignment movement was co-
founded by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. It resulted, 
post the world war, into easing of global 

tensions because two blocks had emerged. 
These are not ordinary achievements. Pt. 
Nehru is an architect of this modern India, 
a sovereign and secular democratic republic 
that we are and we do believe that Baba 
Ramdev’s statement is extremely pathetic and 
we strongly condemn it and I would like you 
to go ahead and ask the other senior leaders 
of the BJP who were present on the dais 
namely their Prime Ministerial candidate Mr. 
Narendra Modi, their President Mr. Rajnath 
Singh and even Mr. Arun Jaitley as to whether 
they endorse the view of Baba Ram Dev. I do 
believe and the Congress party is very-very 
strong in his condemnation of that blatant 
and brazen lie.
Thirdly Shri Jha said we heard on the same 
dais Baba Ramdev who has got certain serious 
cases in which he is being investigated giving 
suggestions in terms of the economic model 
that the BJP government under Mr. Narendra 
Modi  Prime Ministerial candidate  ought to 
follow. He talked about economic freedom 
more like freedom from economics and I 
do believe that intellectual bankruptcy is a 
prelude to financial bankruptcy. You have 
a Prime Minister who has been a former 
Finance Minister, who has been former 
Governor of the RBI besides being so well 
respected for his financial acumen that 
leaders worldwide including US President 
Mr. Barak Obama looks up to him for advice. 
I remember Mr. Obama’s statement where he 
said that amongst the G-20 leaders when we 
meet practically all international leaders look 
up to the Prime Minister with a great deal of 
respect. I would say this is a queer situation 
for India if Baba Ramdev were to be the Chief 
Economic Adviser to Mr. Narendra Modi. 
Monday, 6th January, 2014

DRuG RACKet IN puNJAB
spokespersons: Dr. Shakeel Ahmed and Shri 
Randeep Surjewala : Dr. Shakeel Ahmad said 
that India is one such country of the world 
in which the population of the youth is the 
most and any leader of the country or a young 
social worker, and whenever we talk of media 
or the youth then we always talk that around 
60 to 65% population of India is between 30 to 
40 years. This is a big power and we all expect 
a bright future and a better future for them 
as their future is the future for the country. 
But today, I want to talk about an issue and 
want your attention towards it, that efforts are 
being made in this country to inculcate the 
habit of the youth into taking to intoxication, 
and the efforts are being made through the 

 AICC DIARy
leaders of the political part and their minister 
and which is a big problem. In Punjab recently 
a DSP of the Punjab Police was caught red-
handed and arrested and in his confession 
he said that he took part in the smuggling 
DSP Jagdish Bhola who was an Olympian 
wrestler, he said that three ministers of the 
BJP-Akali government in Punjab were with 
them in this racket. He said that the leader of 
this racket was Shri Vikram Majithia, who is 
the minister in Punjab state and Shri Sukhbir 
Badal, who is the deputy chief minister and 
the startling fact was that his brother-in-law 
was leading this drug racket. The BJP and 
Akali leaders who talk so much about the 
bright future of the youth in their speeches 
do not talk of this issue and the society is 
worried about this problem in Punjab. This 
menace is just not limited to Punjab alone 
but due to the international borders with the 
state, this racket is spreading in other States 
under the patronizing of Punjab ministers. 
This is one such incident of its kind that is 
going on in Punjab in which Shri Jagdish 
Bhola was arrested on 11th November. 
During his interrogation he revealed that the 
state police do not act upon such cases and 
said the leader of this racket in Shri Vikram 
Majithia. The Congress Party in Punjab and 
social organizations have raised this issue 
and agitation against this is being carried 
out by social organizations that work for the 
welfare of the youth, women organizations. 
Wednesday, 8th January, 2014.

INDIA BeCoMes polIo  FRee
spokesperson: Shri Raj Babbar.:  He 
wished the media for New Year, Lohri, 
Makarsankranti, Idd-ul-malad and Pongal 
and said that today is another day to wish 
each other as on this day the World Health 
Organization is going to announce India 
as polio free country. Each one of us has 
witnessed the struggle of a polio-patient 
at one time or the other. There was a time 
when around two lakh children were affected 
by polio but now it is a matter of the past, 
because our country has become polio-free. 
We have to be careful that polio does not enter 
our country through our visitors. This is a 
big achievement, when in 2009, fifty percent 
children of our country were affected by polio. 
This achievement is of the party, government 
and of all those who were involved in the 
campaign to irodicate polio. At this moment 
we also remember Smt. Indira Gandhi 
when she made India free of small pox in 
1980. Keeping this in mind the Congress 
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Party, the UPA government is thankful to all 
those committed workers, health workers, 
who organized their camps despite adverse 
conditions in their fight against polio and 
all government and non-governmental 
organizations who have worked against this 
with all dedication and because of which polio 
has been irradicated from our country. On 
this occasion, the Congress Party conveys its 
thanks to all the organizations, workers and 
all those who were connected with this fight 
against polio. Monday, 13th January, 2014

MoDI uNAWARe oF FACts
spokesperson: Shri Meem Afzal. He  said 
that I would like to tell you about the reaction 
of Shri Ajay Maken who put some light 
on the speech of Shri Modi yesterday and 
which is very important. Shri Afzal said that 
Shri Maken had said that Shri Modi has no 
knowledge of history but the fact is, Shri 
Modi in his speech said that he would build 
100 new cities, he also said that satellite towns 
would be made. Maybe, he was talking about 
massive development but his target was on 
30% population. For his information, Modiji, 
should know that in 1951, we had 3024 cities 
in our country which increased to 5161 in 
2001 and during the last census the figure 
stood at 7395 cities and there are many twin 
cities and much development has taken place 
there. In fact, Ahmedabad and Gandhi Nagar 
should have been twin cities and ten years 
ago it was announced of a metro in these 
cities but till date there is no sign of Metro 
there. I would like to quote two quotations 
of Shri Advaniji.
The first quotation is about his announcement 
declaring Modi as the Prime Ministerial 
candidate and it is written in his letter, “For 
sometime, I have been finding it difficult to 
reconcile either with the current functioning 
of the party of the direction in which it 
is going. Most leaders of ours are now 
concerned just with their personal agendas.”
In the second quotation he had said yesterday 
after his speech at the Ramlila maidan “I 
have not seen so much enthusiasm and solid 
confidence. I congratulate my colleagues 
who decided to make Narendra Modi the 
Prime Minister candidate. We lost 2004 polls 
because we had become over confident. This 

time we have to ensure we do not become 
over confident.”
Shri Meem Afzal said I do not know whether 
he is also treating himself as colleague or not. 
I feel that the suggestion made by Advaniji is 
complete in itself that he is over-confident on 
himself but I would like to say that after the 
speech of Shri Rahulji at the AICC Meeting, 
the speech of Shri Modi was less of feelings 
and more of irritation. It was less of facts and 
more of anger and all this is an indication of 
his nervousness. Monday, 20th January, 2014

sItuAtIoN HANDleD 
CAReFullY

Spokesperson: Shri Randeep Surjewala : 
He said that on the behalf of the Indian 
National Congress we would like to thank 
the UPA government, Home Minister of our 
country, Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde and the 
Honourable Lt. Governor for their careful 
handling of the constitutional abstrictions in 
Delhi by staging a dharna by a political party 
in a simple way. It was also important that this 
did not have any adverse affect on the life of 
the people. The dharna which was held for 
more than 48 hours and which also casting 
its shadow on the Republic Day parade on 
26th January was peacefully handled and 
avoided any confrontation and it is our advise 
to those people to introspect their conscious 
and see whether it was proper of them to have 
held everybody to ransom for their personal 
demands. Wednesday, 22nd January, 2014

VoICe oF eVeRY seCtIoN oF 
tHe soCIetY sHoulD Be IN 

tHe MANIFesto
spokesperson: Smt. Shobha Ojha: She 
said that the Congress Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi was in Wardha today and 
was meeting the representatives of Baadi 
and heard their views as to what should be 
there in Congress Party, manifesto for 2014. 
It is the feeling of Shri Rahul Gandhi that 
the manifesto contains the voice of every 
section of the society and because of every 

departments like ST/SC, Minority and Mahila 
Congress had given their suggestions in 
Bhopal. Youth Congress and NSUI had given 
their suggestions in Bangalore. Today, the 
Panchayati Raj organization had organized 
this meeting in Wardha. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
stressed that our democracy has to be made 
strong and this can happen only when 
women, who form 50% of our population 
are given equal participation and said that 
democracy will become strong once the youth 
get employment. Panchayati Raj will get more 
strength and which was the dream of Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi and 73rd and 74th Amendment 
in Panchayati Raj was brought and when he 
was the Prime Minister he said that when 
the government sends one rupee, only 15 
paise reached the receiver and that was why 
amendment was necessary. Today, we feel 
happy that women have 50% reservation in 
Panchayati system which was brought about 
by Congress thinking.
Smt. Ojha said that the other topic was 
regarding the gang rape of an Adivasi women 
in West Bengal and on the directive of the 
panchayat there, we highly condemn it and 
urge the state government to take immediate 
action against the culprits and with this it 
should be made very clear that such incident 
will not happen with a women in future and 
the responsibility should be with the state 
government.
Not me but us, and these words used by 
Shri Rahul Gandhi does not mean that we 
are copying the BJP because Shri Narender 
Modi it seems had used these words and Smt. 
Ojha said that the Congress Party does not 
copy anyone. Congress sets the agenda and 
other parties copy it, our thinking has always 
been of ‘us’ and we have never encourage 
the theory of ‘I’. This is the habit of the BJP 
and particularly their Prime-Ministerial 
candidate who occasionally speaks as ‘I’ 
and he forgets that he is a part of BJP. In 
our advertisement, the main slogan is ‘har 
haath shakti, har haath tarakki (power for 
every hand, progress for every hand) and we 
have never used the word ‘me’. Friday, 24th 
January, 2014


