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The main opposition party has come out with a slogan that in the election of 2014 they want a Congress 
free polity. Those who even think like this are so far removed from the reality of the country which 
is India .They do not realize that the ethos of the Congress runs through every village, mohalla and 

city of the country. It doesn’t matter where you are in the country there will always be Congress workers 
everywhere. The history of the Congress is so intertwined with the history of India that it is impossible to 
segregate the two. In the 129 years of the Congress the party has seen many ups and downs. The Congress 
has never deviated from its committed ideology despite reverses and it has not deterred the Congress from 
regrouping and finding favor with the people of the country again and again. A growing economy is always 
impatient. The new generation youth who has had a taste of affluence is in a great hurry for achieving greater 
heights. The impatience of the youth is exploited by those who promise the moon. The discerning youth needs 
to realize that governance is not a race but a means to a stable future both for the youth and the country. And 
India comes first. Congress is the only mature and stable vehicle for achieving progress .This has been displayed 
again and again in front of the nation. 

That is the message given by the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
at the AICC meet on 17th January, 2014.Speaking about the elections in 2014 the Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi opined that ‘this election will see a sharpened contest between conflicting ideologies between 
conflicting interpretations of the past and between clashing visions of the future’. She also said that ’biggest 
enemy in our country is the communal forces and fundamentalist ideologies. Congress always works to unite 
the country and its people’. The Congress has always been steadfast on its objective of inclusive growth. The 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said ‘the imperative before us, is not whether to change, but when 
and how to change. He said that ‘unlike others, we do not respond by complaining about all that is wrong without 
articulating how it will be corrected. He said that the Congress Party responds through peaceful, democratic 
and constitutional means. We respond from the soul of the values that built this great nation.’ In his speech the 
Prime Minister reiterated that the Congress led UPA has much to be proud of for the progress achieved during 
the last ten years. He said that the growth achieved during these ten years has been more than achieved ever 
in any similar period over the other fifty-six years since independence. It is simply a question to boldly let the 
people know about the achievements of the UPA and to ask for support based on our unequalled performance.

The country remembers the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi whose martyrdom day falls on 30th January. 
The relevance of the Mahatma keeps on increasing with the passage of time as the fissiparous tendencies keep 
on raising their head in the country. The need for a peaceful coexistence between all communities, regions and 
religions has never been felt more, than in the current time. Some leaders of opposition, for narrow political 
gains, even while invoking the name of the Mahatma, indulge in gross anti secular activities. The need for 
understanding the Mahatma and his teaching is extremely important in the current times.

The death anniversary of Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri falls on 11th January. Shastri ji was a small statured man 
who was a tall leader, elected to take on the baton from the towering personality of our first Prime Minister, 
Pt. Nehru on his sudden demise. Shastri ji faced an uphill task as the nation was recovering from the aftermath 
of a War with China. He recognized the contribution of our forces at the border and also our farmers who 
were the back bone of our economy. His tenure was cut short due to his own sudden demise when he was 
at Tashkent to sign an accord after a bitter War with Pakistan. His slogan Jai Jawan- Jai Kisan was highly 
appreciated during his reign as a Prime Minister.

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was born on 23rd January, 1897. He was a highly educated intellectual who led 
the Indian Freedom Movement beyond the frontiers of India. He was deeply involved in the activities of the 
Congress and grew to lead it as President in 1938. He founded the Indian National Army to carry the fight 
for freedom through an armed struggle different than the thought process of Mahatma Gandhi. For this he 
tried to forge an alliance with other nations to liberate India. He died in a plane accident at the height of his 
movement. The truth of his plane crash still remains a mystery. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is revered as a 
greater freedom fighter of the movement for independence. Congress Party remembers this great son of India 
on his birth anniversary. v
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The Congress has a glorious history of 129 years behind it  in which it has 
achieved several land marks while building the contemporary history of 
India.  It started as a movement of the people of India and spread to every 
nook and corner of the country. The struggle taken up under the banner of 
the Congress ultimately led to the freedom of India ending the Colonial rule 
of the British. After achieving Independence the Congress Party gave the 
country a stable democracy which has sustained over the last 67 years unlike 
many other countries which also got freedom at the same time. The country 
left without resources by the colonial power sustained itself to grow in every 
direction providing means of livelihood, shelter and growth. The country 
under the Congress is today recognized as an emerging world power. Congress 
has continued in its endeavour to empower the people of this country and to 
fulfill their aspirations. The objectives of the Congress are to be in the service 
of the nation and not only to be in power at the cost of the values cherished 
by it. The traditions of the Congress have been nurtured by stalwarts like 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Pt. Pant, 
Sh. BR Ambedkar, Smt. Indira Gandhi, Sh. Rajiv Gandhi and so many others. 
It has always lived up to its traditions and is continuing to do so even now.

The bogey of anti-congressism which has raised its head time and again is but 
a reflection of lack of any positive or creative philosophy available to the main 
opposition party in the run up to Elections 2014. Congress as stated by the 
Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi is in the hearts and blood of the people 
of the country. The BJP has given many Prime Ministers in waiting, as it has 
now, without taking into consideration a basic fact that the elections in our 
country are not fought on the basis of individuals but on basis of parties. The 
elected representatives choose their leader who then becomes Prime Minister.

We are a growing economy with limited resources and we need to progress 
within our means and limitations. Also the diverse needs of the country 
through regional aspirations sometime act as deterrents in a coalition 
Government. It is important to understand and back up the achievable. It is 
imperative that the voter understands the reality before making up his mind 
for the choice of the party it wants to choose for taking the country forward 
in the 21st Century.
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COngREss Is READy AnD pREpARED 
fOR ThE bATTLE AhEAD: sOnIA gAnDhI

We assembled here as the 2014 
Parliament elections approach. 

We meet here to send a clear 
signal that the Congress is ready and 
prepared for the battle ahead. 

This election will see a sharpened contest 
between conflicting ideologies between 
conflicting interpretations of the past and 
between clashing visions of the future. 

It will be a battle for India as it was conceived 
by our founding fathers and as we cherish.

It will be a battle for the preservation of 
our age old secular traditions of diverse 
communities living harmoniously in one 
composite national identity.

Whenever we gather at meetings such as 
this, we pause and reflect, and recall with 
pride what we stand for and what our legacy 
is. And what more appropriate moment for 
this than the 125th birth anniversary year 
of Jawaharlal Nehru. It was he who had said 
soon after Independence that confronting 
danger and facing up to adversity is the 
Congress way. That message should resonate 

more loudly now than ever before.

The Congress has faced many difficult times 
in the past, much tougher than today. But 
we have never lost heart, we have repeatedly 
demonstrated our resilience by remaining 
committed to our vision, values and the 
beliefs that have always sustained us. Our 
Party is woven into the fabric of this nation 
from its very conception as a modern nation 
state.

This great country, this India is woven 
of the rich individual strands of our 
regions, languages, religions, traditions 
and communities through the ages. Yet its 
vibrant beauty can be seen only as a whole, 
a single seamless fabric, much greater than 
the sum of all the strands.

Today, I want to address some key threats to 
this fabric, the tensions and forces that are 
stretching it to breaking point.  I also want to 
highlight how our Party and our government 
have, over the last decade, responded to 
these threats through some key policies and 
programmes.

Let me start with the first: disparities. 

WhEnEvER WE gAThER AT 

mEETIngs suCh As ThIs, 

WE pAusE AnD REfLECT, 

AnD RECALL WITh pRIDE 

WhAT WE sTAnD fOR AnD 

WhAT OuR LEgACy Is. AnD 

WhAT mORE AppROpRIATE 

mOmEnT fOR ThIs ThAn ThE 

125Th bIRTh AnnIvERsARy 

yEAR Of JAWAhARLAL 

nEhRu. IT WAs hE WhO 

hAD sAID sOOn AfTER 

InDEpEnDEnCE ThAT 

COnfROnTIng DAngER AnD 

fACIng up TO ADvERsITy 

Is ThE COngREss WAy. 

ThAT mEssAgE shOuLD 

REsOnATE mORE LOuDLy 

nOW ThAn EvER bEfORE.

Opening speech by Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the AICC meet in New Delhi on 17th January 2014

In spite of impressive economic growth 
for which we can justifiably take credit, 
the fact is that disparities are still painfully 
widespread. Growth is essential and must 
be sustained. But rapid growth alone 
cannot address the problems arising out 



Congress sandesh | 5 | January 2014

of continuing disparities.  Tackling these is 
not just a matter of social justice but more 
importantly an existential necessity and a 
moral imperative.

If the basic needs of large sections of our 
society are not met in tangible measure, if 
the growing aspirations of our people are 
not met in substantial measure, the fabric of 
our society will be stretched and torn.  That 
is the ground where despair leads to unrest 
and breeds extremism as the only hope for 
change.  This unrest also gives various vested 
interests the opportunity to pursue their 
selfish purposes.

So it was that we decided on Mahatma 
Gandhi NREGA, which has provided 
livelihood security to one in four rural 
households in the country and has ensured 
that rural wages have increased manifold.

So it was that we introduced the Forest 
Rights Act in 2006, which has provided a 
new future for lakhs of tribal families. 

So it was that we financed the building of 
over four lakh kilometers of all-weather 
rural roads in different states. 

So it was that we ensured that procurement 
prices for rice and wheat more than doubled 
over the last ten years, triggering new 
prosperity for our kisans. 

And so it was that  very recently, we got the 
historic Food Security Act passed that will 
provide highly subsidized food grains to 
two-third  of our population. 

And the new Land Acquisition Act that 
will ensure far higher compensation to our 
farmers.

Let me turn to corruption. 

At Burari two years ago, you may recall 
that I had presented a five-point action 
plan to combat the widespread menace of 
corruption at all levels. 

Since then, the Lokpal and Lokayukta 
Act has been passed by Parliament.  All 
Congress-ruled states are committed to 
a new, more powerful and independent 
Lokayukta by the end of February 2014.  I 
wish the same could be said for other states. 

Crucial bills which are powerful instruments 
in our fight against corruption are pending 
in Parliament.  We will do our utmost to get 
them through when Parliament reconvenes 
next month.  I appeal to all parties to rise 
above political considerations and pass 
these Bills.

The Aadhaar initiative, “Aap ka paisa Aap ke 
haath”, has been launched in many districts.   
When fully operational, it will ensure the 
elimination of the corruption that people 
experience in their daily lives, especially in 
the delivery of subsidies, pensions, wages 
and other government benefits. 

We are the Party that is responsible for the 
historic RTI Act. We pursued this because 
we believe that ultimately in transparency 
lies the solution to the problem. The RTI 
Act is the single most important reason why 

citizens of our country feel empowered to 
fight corruption.

(Switched to Hindi)

One more threat that we are experiencing 
today is the inequality of opportunities 
amongst the people. This has happened 
because of the attitude of people is knowing 
more about “who you are and whom do you 
know”? Instead of knowing “what you are 
capable of doing”.

The best tool to fight such discrimination 
is education. That is why we implemented 
the Right to Education Act.  That is why we 
brought in new educational schemes for 
the weaker sections, especially the Dalits, 
Adivasis and minorities. 

We, for this reason, made the policies like 
Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan and Mid-Day meal 
scheme which helped in a big way to increase 
enrolment of children in schools. The school 
is the real place for the children and they 
must attend it. We, therefore, in the last five 
years have established new institutes and 
Universities more than anyone else, in the 
same time before.

Congress President’s sPeeCh

ThE COngREss hAs fACED 

mAny DIffICuLT TImEs In 

ThE pAsT, muCh TOughER 

ThAn TODAy. buT WE 

hAvE nEvER LOsT hEART, 

WE hAvE REpEATEDLy 

DEmOnsTRATED OuR 

REsILIEnCE by REmAInIng 

COmmITTED TO OuR 

vIsIOn, vALuEs AnD ThE 

bELIEfs ThAT hAvE ALWAys 

susTAInED us. OuR pARTy 

Is WOvEn InTO ThE fAbRIC 

Of ThIs nATIOn fROm ITs 

vERy COnCEpTIOn As A 

mODERn nATIOn sTATE.
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I also feel personally sad that this is an 
example of discrimination, especially 
against the women. In the last few years, we 
have helped numerous women by assisting 
them to start new Self Help Groups (SHG) 
which have been bringing positive changes 
in their lives, across the country. We also 
have enacted new laws to ensure women’s 
rights after the marriage. We have now 
made new stricter laws so as to prevent the 
sexual assaults, atrocities against women 
and children and other crimes of domestic 
violence.      

Our parliamentary democracy thrives at 
various levels. Our central government 
has extended financial helps to state 
governments, block and gram panchayats, 
more than ever before,  without any 
discrimination.  Our policies and schemes 
are aimed at development of the entire 
country, beyond all political considerations. 
I want to ask you, has any other government 
done so much before like ours? No! and we 
should not hesitate to say so.

Despite all difficulties, hindrances and 
irresponsible acts by the opposition, 
our govt. worked undeterred under the 
leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh, in the 
last ten years.  Despite all false propaganda, 
irresponsible statements and baseless 
allegations by our opponents, we worked 
with dedication and commitment and never 
deviated from our principles and went 
ahead with pro-poor initiatives.

I believe that the biggest enemy in our 
country is the communal forces and 
fundamentalist ideologies. Congress always 
worked to unite the country and its people. 

The way of the Congress has always been 
to unite people. To merge the diversity of 
the people in one string. 

We have respected our ideals and beliefs, 
this is the tradition of India.

And what is the way of our main opposition 
party?

Its way is to divide communities. To spread 
disharmony. 

It is to divide the society on communal lines 
and spread hatred in the name of unity to 
impose a single identity. 

They hide their real face behind the mask 
of moderate pretensions. 

They criticise our leaders and level false 
allegations against them and they go to the 
extent of spreading violence. 

How can such an ideology be tolerated? As 
a Congress worker, we must be proud that 
we never compromised with such divisive 
ideologies and have always fought against 
communal forces.

How can such ideology be tolerated. As 
Congress persons we should be proud that 
we have never compromised with such 
communal ideologies and have always 
struggled against them.

A ideology based on secularism has been 
our country’s identity. Our culture ensures 
equality and dignity to all. For Congress, 
secularism is not a political compulsion 
but a matter of deep faith.

There is a turmoil in the country. It is 

In spITE Of ImpREssIvE 

ECOnOmIC gROWTh fOR 

WhICh WE CAn JusTIfIAbLy 

TAkE CREDIT, ThE fACT 

Is ThAT DIspARITIEs 

ARE sTILL pAInfuLLy 

WIDEspREAD. gROWTh 

Is EssEnTIAL AnD musT 

bE susTAInED. buT 

RApID gROWTh ALOnE 

CAnnOT ADDREss ThE 

pRObLEms ARIsIng OuT Of 

COnTInuIng DIspARITIEs.  

TACkLIng ThEsE Is 

nOT JusT A mATTER Of 

sOCIAL JusTICE buT 

mORE ImpORTAnTLy An 

ExIsTEnTIAL nECEssITy 

AnD A mORAL ImpERATIvE.

only natural in a phase of rapid social and 
economic change. If the expectant new 
generation expects that their voice should 
be heard then it is correct.

Success of our policies and programmes 
have largely and especially in villages 
enhanced the aspirations of the people 
and increased expectations. These policies 
and programmes have given birth to a new 
Middle Class clamouring for change. On 
behalf of this great organization of which 
I have had the honour of leading I beseech 
all to keep a tolerant view.

But no one, and especially those who only 
oppose us should forget for a second that 
the transformation of the lives of the people 
of our nation happened through our party.  

Our party has laid the foundations of 
Democracy in the country which ensures 
representation of all. We have taken the 
country forward and made it a strong one 
in the field of agriculture, science, industry 
and technology.   Our party brought crores 
of people out of poverty and we cannot 
rest until we ensure that the poverty is 
completely eradicated from our land.

Whether we win or lose, our party is the 
only one that is present in every village, 
every street in our country. 

Lakhs of party workers always held our 
party flag high. Lakhs of our party workers 
have rendered their selfless services to 
strengthen the organisation.  I salute such 
party workers who never are ready to lose 
and keep on fighting to strengthen the 
organisation.

In our long journey, we have seen many ups 
and downs. We have witnessed victories 
and faced defeats which are inescapable 
in politics.  But we have always kept 
ourselves vibrant and surge ahead amidst 
all challenges.  

There is one more factor and that is our 
strength to fight, which has kept us going, 
and will keep us going in the coming days.  
It is not my hope but my belief that we will 
continue our fight in the coming days and 
will emerge victorious overcoming all the 
challenges ahead of us. We will be united 
in our speech, our vision, our goal, and 
will emerge victorious in this struggle. Jai 
Hind. v

Congress President’s sPeeCh
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Prime minister’s sPeeCh

Any Session of the All India Congress 
Committee happens to be important 
for any member of the Congress 

Party. But this session happens to be of more 
significance because this will help in preparing 
us for the coming general elections. I thank 
Congress president Smt. Sonia Gandhi for 
calling this session.

As I had said in the Congress Parliamentary 
Party on 18th December that in some states 
the results of the Assembly elections were 
disappointing. But this is no reason to feel 
disheartened. The need is that we deeply 
introspect as to why we did not perform well 
in the assembly elections and what were our 
shortcoming in our preparations. By doing so 
we can make an effective strategy.

I have no doubt in saying that if we properly 
prepare ourselves for the 2014 general elections 
and properly propagate the information of 
the achievements of our government, we can 
perform well in the general elections.

We have to place before the people that 
Congress is the only party which has the 
capability to develop a modern, progressive 
and a prosperous India. Our history is glorious 
and our thinking is inclusive and secular. We 
have a long experience in the development 
process of our country. We always have 
consideration for the poor and the weaker 
section of the society in our thoughts. We 
strongly believe in those ideals and values 
which the great leaders of our country abided 
by during the freedom struggle.

We will also have to appeal to the people 
that they carefully look into the record and 
promises of the opposition parties. To clarify 
our stand it will be better if we equate the work 

done by our government with the work done 
during the rule of the opposition party. We 
also have to tell the people about the thinking 
of some opposition parties who want to divide 
the society on communal lines. We also have 
to make the people understand that the big 
promises that the opposition party is making 
is beyond their capacity to fulfill.

Now, I would like to speak about the working 
of the UPA government. I feel that India has 
made significant progress during the past 
ten years. During the period between 2004 
and 2010, the UPA government in the first 
seven years made an economic growth at 8.6 
percent which is a record. This achievement 
was maintained by us during 2008-09 also 
when the whole world was under economic 
recession.

  In 2011, the second phase of economic 
recession come all over the world because 
of which our economic growth had receded. 
Our economic growth rate during the past two 
years stood at 6.3 and 5 percent. This year too 
it is hoped to stay at 5 percent.

If we add up the two years which showed less 
economic progress even then our economic 
growth rate during the past nine years comes to 
7.9 percent. This is also a record for any given 
period of nine years.

We are also making all out efforts to give 
momentum to our economic progress and it 
is our firm belief that we will find success. But 
the rate of growth has not receded only in our 
country. The affect of recession throughout 
the world had bad affect on China and other 
developing nations.

 We also feel that our domestic problems 
are responsible for the receding growth rate. 

The infrastructure projects were not given 
immediate permission. The officers of our 
government are hesitating in taking the 
decisions, they fear that the CVC and the CAG 
would question their decisions.

We are trying to remove these hindrances. The 
Cabinet has made way for projects worth Rs. 5 
lakh crores during the last year. The results of 
our efforts are coming before us, but to get the 
full result of it, it will take some time.

In our projects we have kept the requirements 
of the weaker section of the society in mind. 
With our policies and programmes we 
have given more benefit to our brother and 
sisters, women and children from poor class, 
scheduled caste and tribes.

During the past one year the security of 
women has continuously remained the topic 
of discussion. Our government has taken 
stringent steps in this regard. New laws have 
been made to deal with sexual harassment at 
their place of work. The punishment given for 
sexual offences against women has been made 
more stringent.

Between 2004-05 and 2011-12 there has been 
a reduction of three-fold in the poverty level 
in comparison to the earlier figures and the 
number of poor fell by about 13.8 crores. I am 
aware that economists have different view on 
the line of poverty but the poverty line which 
may be set at any level, it will be a fact that the 
fall in poverty has been more rapid than before.

Prosperity has risen in rural areas. One reason 
behind this is that we have been successful in 
increasing the agriculture progress rate. There 
has been a record production of food grains. 
On the basis of this success we have been able 
to make the food security Act.

COngREss Is ThE OnLy pARTy 
WhICh hAs ThE CApAbILITy TO 
DEvELOp A mODERn, pROgREssIvE 
AnD A pROspEROus InDIA:  
DR. mAnmOhAn sIngh

Prime Minister’s Speech at AICC Meet 17th January, 2014
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I fEEL ThAT InDIA hAs 

mADE sIgnIfICAnT 

pROgREss DuRIng ThE 

pAsT TEn yEARs. DuRIng 

ThE pERIOD bETWEEn 

2004 AnD 2010, ThE 

upA gOvERnmEnT In 

ThE fIRsT sEvEn yEARs 

mADE An ECOnOmIC 

gROWTh AT 8.6 pERCEnT 

WhICh Is A RECORD. 

ThIs AChIEvEmEnT 

WAs mAInTAInED by us 

DuRIng 2008-09 ALsO 

WhEn ThE WhOLE WORLD 

WAs unDER ECOnOmIC 

RECEssIOn.

Infrastructure has also improved in rural areas. 
Under the Bharat Nirman programme there 
has been improvement in roads, irrigation, 
housing, telecommunication, electricity and 
drinking water.

The wages in the rural area has also increased 
six times more than before. This has benefitted 

the farming labourers.

Under the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA 
programme our poor brothers and sisters 
have got a guarantee of employment.

Because of our policies and programmes there 
has been a rapid four-fold increase in the daily 
use items of an individual in the rural areas.

There were some states which were earlier 
thought to be backward and are now making 
rapid progress.

Due to the rapid economic growth of the 
country, the resources of the state governments 
have also increased due to which they can 
make fruitful efforts for the benefit of the 
common man.

As far as the question of education, there has 
been increase in provisions at all three levels 
at primary, secondary and higher level. A 
big achievement in the field of education is 
that we have almost all the children of our 
country going to schools. Under the Mid-day 
meals programme around 11 crore children 
are getting mid-day meals every day in their 
schools. This in a way is one of the biggest 
programmes in the world of its kind.

In the field of higher education many new 
institutes have been opened. They include 23 
Central Universities, Seven Indian Institutes of 
Management and 9 Institutes of Technology.

To provide better job opportunities to our 
youth and to fulfill the rising demands 
of our economy a big programme of skill 
development has been started. Our purpose 
is to provide training in new skills to 5 crore 
youth by the end of 2017.

In the field of health we have made significant 
progress. The disease of aids has become a 
major health problem for the country. We 

have found success in controlling it. Polio has 
been eradicated fully. The spread of malaria 
has been reduced. Infact mortality rate and 
Maternal mortality rate has also come down 
considerably.

The health services in rural areas of the country 
have improved under the National Rural 
Health Mission.

In the field of infrastructure we have made 
record length of roads. Many new airports 
and in many cities metro rail has been made. 
The capacity of our ports has been increased. 
The production capacity of electricity that has 
been added during the past ten years was not 
done even in earlier 55 years. Work has been 
started to improve the basic infrastructure in 
the North-East region.

Under the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 
Renewal Mission, efforts has been made to 
make the infrastructure better in cities. This 
will give us strength in facing the challenges 
of urbanization.

Many kinds of allegations have been made on 
us on the issue of rising prices. It is true that 
there has been rise in prices. The root cause is 
that the price of consumable commodities has 
risen. But we should remember that the benefit 
of rising price goes to people who produce 
food grains, vegetables, fruit, eggs, milk and 
other eatable things.

Any cause of concern for the price escalation 
is very much true. But we also have to accept 
that the salaries of most of the people has 
increased considerably in comparison to the 
price escalation. This confirms the fact that the 
real per-capita consumption and real wages 
have also shown marked increase.

Our Public Distribution System provides 
consumable goods to a large population on 

Prime minister’s sPeeCh
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fair price and saves people from rising prices. 
Keeping the interest of the poor in mind we 
have not increased the price of commodities 
distributed through the PDS system during 
the past ten years.

On this occasion today, I would like to thank 
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi. The 
UPA government has always got strength under 
her leadership and guidance. The government 
gets inspiration from the commitment she has 
for the weaker people of the society and their 
social and economic justice.

I feel that the credit we should have got for our 
achievements was not enough. One reason 
for this is the rapid economic growth, social 
change and political empowerment which has 
raised the hopes of our youth in the past ten 
years. Taking and giving information through 
the social and electronic media has increased. 
People now want work from government 
agencies. They want rapid changes in our 
social, economic and political system. The fact 
cannot be denied that many people in some 
parts of our country are still fighting against 
poverty. The people of our country want 
changes are soon brought in these conditions.  
In such circumstances that the government 
may be pressurized for better delivery and 
providing better services to the people of the 
country. 

Corruption is one issue for which the people 
of India are very much worried. Allegations 

are usually made on our government that we 
have not made enough efforts in containing 
corruption. But the truth is this that efforts 
made in transparency of our working and 
responsibility, has not been done by any other 
government.

Through the Right to Information the common 
man can get the information about the 
working of government. This helps in reducing 
corruption and find out bungling. Lokpal 
Bill is a big step in stopping corruption. We 
have introduced the government acquisition 
Bill in Parliament, which will give more 
transparency to government purchase and in 
giving contract. The Land Acquisition Act will 
give relief and benefit to those people whose 
land is acquired for important projects. This 
is much better than the earlier act.

As for as the question of Spectrum and 
allocation of coal is concerned, we have from 
the start continued with the past system. 
Whatever allegations that have been lodged in 
this process about the bungling, lawful action 
is being taken against them.

But the most important thing is this that we 
have altogether changed the allocation system. 
Now, allocation of spectrum and coal can 
only be made through auction. There will be 
no possibility of any racket in this sector in 
the future.

Here, I would like to say that we did make some 
mistakes but we have always tried to rectify our 
mistakes and learn from them. Our conscious 
has always been clear.

The success that we have received in the past 
ten years, whenever we will get an opportunity 
we will continue them. Also, we have to work 
better in those sectors where we had not 
performed well. 

The direction of social change of our country, 
economic progress and empowerment of the 
common man, the work that we have done in 
the past ten years and if it is made to continue 
then in another 10-15 years our country can 
become a middle-income country.

Along with the economic agenda we have to 
prepare such a social and political agenda 
which is based on the basic ideals of the 
Congress Party. In this special attention has to 
be paid to secularism and tolerance.

The fact is that India is passing through a 
big transformation phase. Tension is there 
in our neighbourhood and in our politics at 
present. Even our economy is confronting 
problems. This will not be removed just by 
slogans. To solve this there is a need of some 
understanding and experience. There has to 
be a stable political atmosphere in the country. 
There has to be unanimity on national issues.

In our country it has become all the more 
necessary than before that we should have 
inclusive politics. One such thought which 
believes in taking along people from all class 
of our society. This is only with the Congress 
party and this we have to once again tell the 
people before the general elections.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi who took over the reins of 
our party in 1998 had led the party efficiently. 
The future of our party is more bright. Our 
party will get more enthusiasm and energy by 
the work of Congress vice-president Rahulji. 
The stress that he is putting on the basic ideals 
and value of the Congress, will certainty give 
us success in reaching new-heights. I have no 
doubt that under his leadership in the election 
campaign for the 2014 general election we will 
find complete success. 

Thank You, Jai Hind. v
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(Started in English)

I will speak in English first and speak in 
Hindi at the end. It is an honour for me to 
speak to you. It is always an honour for me 

to speak with the soldiers of this great party, 
Congress party, all of you. Last year it was a 
similar gathering of colleagues and friends. 
I spoke about optimism and the energy that 
has built this great nation. That same energy 
is unleashing and unstoppable democratic 
upsurge is in our country today. 

For the last 10 years we have had the privilege 
of Manmohan Singh ji’s leadership. This 
unbroken decade of stability has created vast 
new economic opportunities for our youth 
and has brought about massive social and 
political change. I would like to thank the 
Prime Minister for the job that he has done for 
this country. I would also like you to applaud 
for Sonia ji and all our senior leaders. You are 
the power for us.

It is clear to us that we, the Congress party, 
have made this democratic upsurge possible.  
We have served this country by enhancing and 
deepening the foundations of our democracy. 
Let’s look at the big steps that we took to 
increase your power. The power of the people 
of this country. The single biggest step that we 
took, the single biggest attack on the system is 
called Right to Information, RTI. We restored 
information. Everybody says in the world, 

information is power. Through the RTI we gave 
power to the people of this country. 

We gave them information that was locked up 
in government offices, we gave you the power. 
And let me say something else which is very 
important; no body pressurized us to do the 
RTI. Nobody told us to bring in the RTI. The 
Congress party got up and said that country 
needs the Right to Information.  Every single 
person in this country needs to know what is 
going on in his government and we gave you 
that. And we also knew another thing, we knew 
that this revolutionary law would place our 
own government and our allies under severe 
scrutiny. But we still did the RTI. 

We also created the Right to Identity, ‘Aadhar’. 
So that money reaches you, the people of this 
country, directly. This is not a small thing. 
Rajiv Gandhi ji used to speak about 15 paisa. 
We are the first government that has actually 
taken action on it, money belongs to you and 
we put it in your bank account. It is the largest 
anti-corruption platform that anybody in the 
world had built. It will enable people to get the 
benefits and the entitlement without having 
to pay a bribe.

Secondly, we have constructed and reinforced 
the third pillar of government, Panchayati Raj. 
I don’t see Mani Shankar Aiyar ji here. There! A 
gentleman who fights for this every day of his 
life. I would like you to applaud for him as well. 

This was Rajiv Gandhi ji’s dream that let us give 
true power to the people of this country and 
this has allowed millions of you to have access 
to our political system and as exponentially 
increased democracy in this country.

What is NREGA? What is Right to Food? It 
is handing the power to the poor people of 
India. Decisions used to be taken by a handful 
of people earlier.. 3-4 people. Govt. officials are 
today in the hands of all our people. Nobody 
can refuse to a poor man, when he goes and 
asks for a job. Nobody can refuse the poor 
man when he goes and asks to Right to Food 
nobody can ask any Indian, nobody can stop 
any Indian if he ask the question from his 
government. This is what Congress party and 
UPA have done over the last ten years.

And the third step and the massive step. I saw 
Sam Pitroda ji here sometime ago, I don’t see 
him now, who was critical in this step and that 
step is technology. The bedrock of which was 
setup by the Congress Party. So we did this. 
Huge steps and every single one of them. Look 
at every action that the Congress Party takes 
and has ever taken from independence and 
before independence.  And tell me one step 
that is not about giving people power, tell me 
one step, whether it’s the bank nationalization, 
whether it is telecom revolution, whether 
Rights paradigm, whether it’s the fight against 
the British. Tell me one step we have taken 
that is not for the people of this country that 

DO nOT fALL In ThE TRAp AnD 
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do on the ground is very important. We need 
to bring your voice back into law making. 
Today, MPs and MLAs voice is not there in 
law making.

Today’s Laws are being made by the media, 
laws are being made by the judges, laws are 
being made in the streets of this country. The 
people being elected to make those laws are 
being sidelined. We have to bring you back in. 
We have to bring you back in law making in 
parliament, we have to bring you back in law 
making in legislative assembly and we have to 
bring the Pradhan back into helping the village 
move forward.

Don’t forget this and I am speaking here to 
the MPs, the MLAs and the Pradhans. It is 
you who truly represent the people of India. 
You are being elected by the people of India. 
And I want to ask you a question what power 
do you have in today’s system. We need to 
bring the voice of elected local self government 
representatives into the governance.

Democracy is not rule by dictate. We have 
struggled for this for the last hundred years. 
Democracy is not rule by one man. Democracy 
is ruled through the empowered elected 
representatives, through you. We have to 
empower all of you and bring you back into 
the law making so that the voice of the MP is 
heard in Parliament. There, I see Dependar 
nodding his head because we sit in parliament 
and we talk about this. We talk about the fact 
that MPs do not truly make laws. So we need to 
bring the voice of the MP back to parliament.  
We need to bring voice of the MLA back into 
the legislature and we need to bring the voice 
of the Pradhan in the village. But whose voice 
do we have to listen to most and this voice is 
even more important than the MPs and MLAs 
and senior leaders. That voice is your voice. 
The voice of the Congress worker, the person 
who gives his blood and sweat every single 
day of the year.

Common people should be able to enter this, 
enter politics with ease. Common people 
should be able to walk into the political system, 
but today they cannot. We need to change that. 
We need to make sure that they can come in 
with ease.

Today we live in a world where packaging and 
selling politics seems to replace the essence of 
real issues of real people. But let’s be honest 
with each other. This is not just another turn 
in history of India. This is not just another 
election to be fought and won or lost. This 
is the turning point in our nation’s journey. 
Nobody is in the mood to accept less than the 
full and complete right. No one is willing to 
compromise any more. They want individual 
choice. They want participation. They want a 
fair deal and frankly they deserve it. This is the 
reality. Either we wake up to the aspirations or 
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is not to give them power.  Tell me one! I want 
to hear it, I don’t hear it. What the Congress 
party has enabled over the last ten years is an 
unmatched transform of power to the people 
of this country.

Now let me tell you something else. The answer 
to every single problem this country has, is to 
push this democratization further, to make 
this democratization reach further and further 
into the heart of our country. That is where the 
answer lies. There are MPs here amongst us 
and I can see their faces. Some of them young, 
some of them not so young. There are MLAs 
here. All of you are young at heart. Some are 
young in age, some are young at heart. There 
are MPs and MLAs among us, your job is law 
making. You are the law makers; you make the 
laws of this country. It is a great responsibility, 
a huge responsibility. Now while the work you 
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be punished and honest officials and officers 
will be protected. People demand greater 
income and greater prosperity. We respond 
by enforcing by minimum wage and giving 
them the highest growth rate in the history 
of this country.

It’s easy to pretend that all this is just a matter 
of passing the orders. It’s easy to pretend 
that this doesn’t take time. It takes time. It 
takes sustained commitment. Real change 
is structural and for that we need to work 
continuously through legislation reform and 
sustained political effort.

(Switched over to Hindi)

Now I want to speak a bit in Hindi for my 
beloved party workers. I talked in English for 
those who came from the South and now let 
me speak in Hindi for others.

Years back, Rajiv ji and several veteran 
Congress leaders of today who are sitting, who 
can be seen, had talked about taking India into 
the 21st Century and had laid its foundation. 
Now we must do so in the Congress party. We 
have to take Congress to the 21st century. What 
does it mean? Taking it to 21st century means 
that the voices of the people, our committed 
and loyal party workers, are heard inside the 
party. Your voices must be strongly reflected 
in all decisions taken by the party.

Whenever I meet you, you share with me your 
views. You tell me that we work for 5 years 
but people from other parties join Congress 3 
months before elections and say make us your 
candidates. This must end and elections must 
be fought by our party cadres. Elections will be 
fought by those, whose minds and hearts are 
filled with Congress ideology. I am not saying 
that the doors of our party must be closed for 
others. The doors of the Congress party must 
be opened for new aspirants, new generations 
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we have no business to claim that we represent 
them.

The change that is taking place around us 
is unstoppable. The imperative before us is 
not whether to change but when and how to 
change. What this means for us as a political 
party. It means, responding to the immense 
demands for politics and government to 
reform in revolutionary and dynamic way 

that only Congress party is capable in doing.

It means, that unlike others we don’t respond 
by complaining about all that is wrong without 
articulating clearly what is going to be done 
about it. We do not respond by proposing over 
simplified non-solutions. We do not respond 
by subverting democratic institutions and 
blocking parliament sessions year after year, 
day after day.

We do not respond by turning people against 
one and another. We do not respond by 
lighting the fire of communal hatred. No! We 
do not respond by proposing either, that the 
structure of democracy be handed to one man 
so that it is viciously destroyed.

The Congress party responds through peaceful 
and constitutional democratic means. We 
respond from the soul of the values that 
built this great nation. It is interesting to 
see the response of the opposition to all this 
democracy. It is to go in the exact opposite 
direction. India and the Congress party are 
going here and the opposition is going there.

People demand honest  and ef f icient 
governance. We respond by getting the Lokpal 
act passed. Everybody made a ‘tamasha’ about 
it; everybody spoke about it. Who passed it? 
The Congress party passed it. And we don’t 
stop there, we did not stop there. We gave 
you the RTI, we gave you the Lokpal bill and 
now we want to give you something else. We 
have six bills in parliament. The opposition 
has stalled the Parliament for year after year. 
We want to give this country those bills.  
These bills are going to transform the fight 
against corruption. And the Congress party 
should stand behind these bills and ensure 
the opposition doesn’t stall the passage of 
these bills in the parliament. If these bills 
are implemented in spirit, dishonesty will 
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and new ideas. But we will have to be sure 
that in their heart, in their mind they have the 
ideology of the Congress. They must have the 
ideology and principles of the party, in their 
hearts, mind and blood.

We are running the government. But when I 
visit the states and workers ask me, Rahulji, it 
is our govt. and the way we should be heard, 
is not happening. 21st century party means 
that the voice of the Congress workers will 
be heard.

I want to tell you about our three major 
initiatives, steps, taken by us. This is the 
beginning.   

The first thing – Meenakshi has told. We 
conducted elections in Youth Congress and 
NSUI. They are standing here. They are elected. 
Boys and girls. Lacs of youngsters have joined 
these outfits and we have tried our level best 
to give them voice.

The second thing is regarding the manifesto. 
Earlier, manifestos were made behind closed 
doors, by three-four persons. Were you ever 
asked? No! Now we are seeking opinions 
of party workers, common people and 
NGOs everyone on our manifesto. We 
held discussions with youth, women, with 
minorities and will do so with industrialists, 
labourers, farmers, dalits and Adivasis. The 
views expressed by you will be included in the 
manifesto and what all we say in the Manifesto 
will be implemented by our government.

And the third step. I am sure that all of you 
would be happy to hear about the third one. 
It is a small step. But an important step. In 
selected 15 Lok Sabha constituencies in the 
country, in the Lok Sabha elections, in the 
entire country we will ask you, ask workers, 
ask pradhans, ask Block/District presidents, 
we will directly choose our candidates. We will 
discuss with you and whatever decision you 
take in these 15 constituencies and once it is 
finalised no one can change it. If we find that 
this exercise is successful, and the Congress 
party likes it, then we will implement in other 
constituencies as well for the next Assembly 
and Lok Sabha polls. Change is taking place 
in the Congress Party.

Now let me talk about some future plans too. 
You talk about the government, what will the 
Congress Party do. I want to share with you 
about the vision of the party and Congress 
government.  We fought for the poor in the 
past ten years. I am sure you all will agree with 
it. We have brought 14 crores of the people out 

of poverty line. We have 
made them stand. This has 
happened for the first time 
in history.

Now, we have a new class 
that has emerged – that 
class is just above the 
poverty line but below the 
middle class. There are 
about 70 crores people. 
Who are these people? 
These are those people, 
if any one falls ill in their 
family, they go down again 
below the poverty line. 
They are those who are 
afraid for the education of 
their children. They are not 
sure whether their children 
will be able to get a job 
in the future. These are 
the people who build the 
nation, those who make 
the nation stand, who run 
this country. They are the 
labourers, security guards, 
painters who build this 
structure, those who run 
this nation, those who are 
in the middle of the poverty 
line and middle class. I 
want to assure them that 
Congress party will fight 
for you, will stand with you and hear what 
the Congress will do! That in the coming 5 
years we will uplift you and you will be in the 
middle class. 

How will we perform? We want to focus on 
three important facts to achieve this. On your 
children’s education. The doors of educations 
are closed for them. Like the telecom sector 
was closed earlier. Only selected people can 
get into them. Only big people can get into 
them. If the kids of poor labourers or workers 
are not able to get proper education. We will 
open up education sector like the way we did 
in the case of telecom. Like we have put up the 
PCO. In the same way we open this system and 
bring you in it. The second thing. When you 
see above you. Above your head either there 
is no roof or a weak roof. We will put a solid 
roof over your head. We will fight your battle. 
About health. I have said this earlier also. In 
these families if someone falls ill in the family 
they slip in the poverty line. In these families 
we will help regarding your health. This fight 
will be our fight. You are aware that once 
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Congress Party makes up its mind then what 
does it do? Now you see what will we do in 
the next 5 years.

There is one more section. I see before me 5 
or 6 women. But what should happen? I want 
to see that when we have an AICC Session 
and when I see before me then I should see 
women. 50 per cent population of this country 
is of women and I want that half of this hall is 
filled up with women. And I want that the talk 
of reservation going on in Parliament should 
be completed. And listen, I want that whenever 
in states where the Congress has government, 
in coming times 50 per cent Chief Ministers 
are women.

I have worked in Uttar Pradesh with women. 
I run an organization there. I have learnt a lot 
from them. I learn a lot from them. But one 
deep thought I have learnt from them. This 
has made a deep impression in my heart. They 
said to me, Rajhul ji, till the time women in this 
country are not treated with respect, till the 
women in this country are not empowered, till 
then this country cannot stand on its feet. So 
the women in this country, you hear, Congress 
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will fight your battle, we will take you ahead, 
will strengthen you and will ensure respect for 
you. Not by speeches alone but through our 
heart. We will help you from within. 

What should be our action plan for next three 
months? I talked to you about corruption. 
We gave you RTI and Lokpal Bill. Now there 
are six anti-corruption bills pending in the 
Parliament. We have to get them passed, to 
pass it for our Hindustan. The opposition 
does not want its passage. Whenever we raise 
this issue these is silence form the opposition. 
We hear nothing. They don’t want this to 
happen. Let us stand and fight. We must get 
these six bills passed. 

Next main area of concern is price-hike. I see 
Congress CM’s in front of me, I had already 
talked to our Chief Ministers and they had 
promised me to take steps to fight it. We will 
start selling vegetables though APMC. This 
has already begun. You will see that ordinary 
people will be benefitted in Congress states. 
In Haryana it has already started. Prices of 
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vegetables have come down. But I have 
a small request for our Prime Minister. 
I know that this is in you hearts, and in 
the hearts of the women of this country. 
You are aware as to what is it that. I am 
talking about Prime Minister jee, the 
number of 9 cylinders is not enough. 
Prime Minister ji we need 12 cylinders. 
The Congress party needs 12 cylinder 
and the women of the country need it.

Now I want tell you something about 
the opposition. You have a opposition 
today in front of you and the people of 
opposition are such who are not like us. 
This is the Congress party. You can see 
the photos of our great leaders behind 
you. This is that party. Gandhiji’s photo 
is there. Photo’s of eminent people 
are there. They were true leaders and 
always stood with the truth. They had 
honesty in their heart.

But those who are your opposition. 
They say whatever comes to their mind. 
They are good in marketing. They have, 
shine, songs, music and lot of other 
shining things for marketing. They are 
such people, they can sell combs to bald 
people. Now, new entrants have come. . 
If the one section earlier in opposition 
sold combs to bald, the new entrants 
have started hair-cut. They are giving hair cut 
to the bald. Styling their hair. They are saying, 
come we will give you haircut. Please do not 
fall in their traps and words.

Please do not fall in their trap. Please trust 
only the truth. Trust those in front of you 
who have given you the tools, the weapon’s 
to fight. We gave you RTI, Lokpal, Food 
Security Bill, NREGA and waived off loans. 
These are all your tools and there is honesty 
in your heart. If you go from village to village, 
go to the cities. Tell them about Congress 
Party. Tell them that Congress is fighting for: 
democracy. Tell people that Congress has 
been fighting for the people, for their rights 
and to empower them. You do this!

Now, finally I want to tell you one important 
thing and this is a deep thought. And I need 
your special attention. Opposition says that 
they want a Congress-free India. Remove the 
Congress from the country. But the people 
of opposition, don’t they read history books. 
They only want to evict the Congress. What is 
the Congress? I am speaking to those people 
only because you understand this already. 
What is the Congress Party? Congress is 
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ThE COngREss pARTy DO. 

I WAnT TO shARE WITh 

yOu AbOuT ThE vIsIOn Of 

ThE pARTy AnD COngREss 

gOvERnmEnT.  WE fOughT 

fOR ThE pOOR In ThE pAsT 

TEn yEARs. I Am suRE 

yOu ALL WILL AgREE WITh 

IT. WE hAvE bROughT 14 

CROREs Of ThE pEOpLE 

OuT Of pOvERTy LInE. WE 

hAvE mADE ThEm sTAnD. 

ThIs hAs hAppEnED fOR 

ThE fIRsT TImE In hIsTORy.

not just an organization. Congress party is 
an ideology. And this ideology resides in 
our heads. And what is the ideology? This 
ideology is the ideology of brotherhood. It 
is the thought of Love, thought of respect. 
This is the Congress Party. I want to tell the 
opposition that please hear and understand. 
This is not a new vision but is 3000 years old 
thought. This thought you read in our books 
like Geeta or Mahabharat then this thought 
is there in them. If you look at history this 
ideology was also in Ashoka, Guru Nanak 
had this ideology, Akbar had this ideology, 
Gandhiji had this ideology. They had this 
ideology. You have this ideology. I have this 
ideology. Rest of India has this ideology. 
Please keep it in your mind that this vision is 
not yet vanished from our culture in the past 
3000 years and no one can ever do so. And 
whosoever tried to finish this ideology, got 
finished himself. 

Now, I want to talk about the Prime 
ministership. Nowadays, media plays a big 
role in decision making. But if we go through 
our constitution, it is clearly written that 
the elected members of parliament elect the 
Prime Minister. Congress is a democratic 

continued on page 20
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REsOLuTIOn

AICC Meeting, New Delhi, January 17, 2014 Talkatora Stadium, New Delhi

opening
1. The Indian National Congress dedicates this Convention to the 

memory of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in a year when we will 
mark his 50th death anniversary and celebrate his 125th birth 
anniversary. Pandit Nehru was the prime architect of the modern 
Indian republic, with its profound commitment to parliamentary 
democracy, secularism, science and technology, economic 
planning, social justice and an independent foreign policy. Inspired 
by Mahatma Gandhi, he along with other great Congresspersons 
like Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Rajendra Prasad, Rajaji, Sarojini 
Naidu, Babasaheb Ambedkar and others, not only fought for our 
freedom, but also gave shape and direction to post-independence 
India. His contribution to the making of our Constitution, and 
indeed our nation-state, is most fundamental. The legacy of Pandit 
Nehru will continue to inspire all Congresspersons, and all Indians, 
across generations, irrespective of their political affiliations.

2. The Indian National Congress applauds the performance of the 
Congress-led UPA government under the wise leadership of 
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh. Under Dr Singh’s guidance 
over almost a decade, India successfully weathered a major global 
economic crisis, enjoyed the fastest economic growth in the history 
of independent India, made remarkable strides in fighting poverty 
and gained a new prestige in the world order.

3. The Indian National Congress stands fully prepared to confidently 
face the political challenges ahead. It will go to the people in 
the 2014 Lok Sabha Elections on the basis of its core values of 

secularism, social justice and inclusive growth; the performance 
of the Congress-led UPA government on various fronts; and a 
commitment to deliver transparent, participative, and accountable 
governance for all Indians for the next five years.

secularism
4. There is a serious challenge faced by the country today from 

communal and divisive forces. This threatens to rupture the very 
basic fabric of our nation’s unity and social cohesion. Painstaking 
efforts of several generations of Indians have ensured that our 
civilizational country retains its diverse and pluralistic character. 
The Indian National Congress has been the flagbearer for 
safeguarding and nurturing the secular ethos of India and will 
continue to fearlessly play this role.

5. The 2014 Lok Sabha elections will be a contest between opposing 
ideologies — one that seeks to divide, and the other than seeks to 
unite India. One, a polarizing ideology that militates against the 
core values which define Indian nationhood and its constitutional 
democracy, and the other a liberal secular democratic ideology 
represented by the Indian National Congress. The Congress Party 
will continue to champion this liberal secular democratic vision of 
India, and seeks the support of all like-minded political and social 
forces to come together in this pursuit at this critical juncture.

Anti-Corruption / transparency
6. The Indian National Congress is deeply aware that the scourge of 

corruption affects the life of every Indian, and the poor carry its greatest 
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burden. The Congress believes this is unacceptable and has been 
tirelessly working on an agenda of governance to address this. 
The Congress-led UPA government struck the defining blow on 
corruption by enacting the Right to Information Act in 2005. 
However in our pursuit to root out corruption we have to be 
careful so as not to confuse disagreement on merits or even an 
honest mistake with corruption. Not everything that we find 
wrong is necessarily corruption. Several decisions of courts 
and constitutional authorities rejecting some administrative/
executive decisions, taken with all good intensions, have caused 
considerable damage to our economy. We are laying down a solid 
base of legislation to root out corruption and making the corrupt 
accountable, but equally we have to be vigilant that natural justice 
is not given a go-bye or honest public servants hounded or forced 
into self conscious paralysis.

7. The Congress Party commends the UPA government for ensuring 
that the Lokpal Bill was passed in the last session of Parliament. 
As noted by the Congress Vice President, tackling corruption 
requires a comprehensive framework of action and a concerted 
political program at all levels. The Lokpal Bill, while being a 
critical milestone, alone will not be adequate to fight corruption. 
India needs a comprehensive Anti-Corruption Code, which the 
UPA Government has developed, consisting of nine new Central 
laws. Four of these bills are pending in Lok Sabha and two in the 
Rajya Sabha. The Indian National Congress calls upon the UPA 
government and the Parliament to debate and enact all six pending 
anti-corruption bills in the final session of this Lok Sabha which 
is due to be convened next month.

8. The Indian National Congress also believes that fighting corruption 
requires a fundamental transformation in our service delivery 
structures. The ‘Aapka Paisa, Aapke Haath’ initiative of the UPA 
government, backed by the unique identity number Aadhaar, which 
will ensure that benefits of government schemes reach the people 
directly, on time and at their doorstep, eliminating corruption and 
leakages, is a major step in this direction. The Congress is deeply 
committed to ensuring the full rollout and effective implementation 
of this programme across the country, while ensuring that no one is 
excluded in the transition and no hardship is caused in the initiate 
stage.

internal security
9. Over the last 10 years, the Congress-led UPA government has 

had considerable success in addressing issues of internal security, 
including left-wing extremism, through better trained and 
equipped security forces, a better intelligence network, and through 

the more sensitive implementation of development programmes. 
The Indian National Congress remains committed to this approach 
even while it acknowledges that the vigil can never be relaxed 
against those forces that are out to create panic and fear in the 
country.

Price rise
10. The Indian National Congress believes that price rise, especially 

of essential commodities, is the biggest burden on the common 
man. While recognising that some of this price rise is due to high 
prices of commodities in the international markets and other 
external factors, the Party remains committed to doing everything 
in its command to fight price rise. It is with this intent that all 
Congress-ruled states have delisted fruits and vegetables from 
their respective Agriculture Produce Marketing Committees Acts 
so that the farmers have a choice where to sell their produce by 
eliminating the middleman and the consumers get the benefit 
of lower prices. All Congress-ruled states are also invoking the 
Essential Commodities Act, 1955 to sternly deal with hoarding, 
black-marketing and profiteering. Chronic offenders will also 
detained under the Prevention of Black-marketing & Maintenance 
of Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980. The war against 
price rise will continue to remain the overriding policy priority of 
the Congress Party.

social empowerment & inclusion
11. The Indian National Congress has remained committed to its 

promise to the people of India of social empowerment and 
inclusive growth. These have been the cornerstones of its policy 
agenda. Consistent with this commitment, the Congress-led UPA 
government has taken several bold legislative and policy initiatives 
to enable empowerment of all Indians through the Rights-based 
approach. It has enacted progressive legislations like the Right to 
Information Act, the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA, the Forest Rights 
Act, the Right to Education Act, the National Food Security Act 
and the Right to Fair Compensation in Land Acquisition and R&R 
Act. Ensuring the effective implementation of these legislations will 
remain a key priority of the Congress Party.

12.  Recognizing the unmet needs of most Indians to access affordable 
and quality healthcare, a massive infrastructure has been created 
through the National Rural Health Mission and other programmes. 
The eradication of polio is a huge achievement. A programme to 
provide free medicines to all Indians is being implemented in a 
phased manner. The Congress believes that it is time for us to 
consider a Right to Health for all Indians. In addition, conscious 
that our growing economy will inevitably 

AiCC resolution
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bring conflicting claims and consequent need for fair adjudication, 
the Congress Party believes that it is time to introduce the Right to 
Justice by ramping up the Legal Aid schemes and expanding the 
judicial footprint to ensure faster dispensation of justice.

13. The Party’s commitment to the inclusive growth agenda can also be 
gauged by the manifold increase in budgetary allocations for social 
welfare programmes under the Congress-led UPA government. As 
a result of these policies, the rate of decline of poverty has more 
than doubled under the UPA government. The Congress Party 
remains deeply committed to this empowerment and the inclusive 
growth agenda, and to eliminating poverty from India.

14. The Reservations model has served India well over the years since 
Independence to ensure social justice, 
especially for the weakest sections of 
society, dalits, adivasis, OBCs, and women. 
Whilst it is important to review the 
contours of the model for more effective 
implementation and to address issues of 
reservation in promotion, the Congress 
believes that it is also an opportune time 
to look also at other forms of affirmative 
action. The proposal to set up an Equal 
Opportunity Commission has been in 
principle accepted by the Government.

economic growth, investment 
and infrastructure
15. The Indian National Congress reaffirms 

its commitment to high economic growth, 
which is essential to create jobs and 
increase incomes of the common man. 
Despite the global financial crisis and 
economic slowdown in all emerging economies, India has 
remained the second fastest growing large economy in the world. 
Even if one includes the years of recent economic slowdown, the 
rate of growth achieved in the past nine years under the Congress-
led UPA government is the highest for any nine year period in 
India’s history. The Congress will continue to promote policies 
that create high economic growth which creates employment as 
well as government revenues for social welfare programmes.

16. The Congress pledges to maintain a business environment conducive 
to investment, both domestic and foreign, and entrepreneurship, 
especially in micro, small and medium enterprises. The proposed 
industrial corridors connecting all parts of the country are the most 
innovative infrastructure projects conceived for implementation 

anywhere in the world. The Congress Party will continue to pursue 
the creation of world-class infrastructure in a time-bound manner, 
proactively attract investment, enhance bilateral trade and capital 
flows, and promote the labour-intensive manufacturing sector in 
particular.

Youth and Jobs
17. The Indian National Congress has always believed in the critical 

role played by the youth of our nation in its development. We are 
a fortunate nation at the cusp of a demographic dividend with 
a young and entrepreneurial workforce. The Indian National 
Congress recognizes that the single biggest priority for the youth of 
India is to find suitable employment opportunities. By accelerating 

the programmes of the UPA government for skill development 
and entrepreneurship, such as the National Skills Development 
Mission, the Congress Party is committed to creating 10 million 
jobs for India’s youth every year and skilling young Indians to take 
in these jobs.

18. The Congress Party also welcomes the new National Youth 
Policy approved by the UPA government last week which aims 
to empower the youth of India to achieve their full potential. The 
Congress remains committed to continuing this focus to increase 
agricultural productivity and enhance the welfare of the Indian 
farmer. It is committed to increasing the agricultural growth rate to 
over 4% per annum and to accelerate efforts for water conservation, 
especially through groundwater recharging, optimising our 
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irrigation potential, and improving the efficiency of supply chains, 
reducing the role of middlemen and ensuring farmers get a larger 
value for their produce.

science technology, Knowledge & innovation
19. The Congress Party has, since the time of Pandit Nehru, 

championed the role of science and technology in India’s 
development. Rajivji conceptualized and brought in the IT and 
Telecom revolution to India. In the 21st Century, the importance 
of knowledge and innovation in India’s development is critical, 
and the Congress Party is committed to making India the world’s 
foremost knowledge economy of this century. The National 
Knowledge Network that connects all major universities and 
colleges in India with high-speed internet, the National Optical 
Fibre Network that is in the process of connecting all 250,000 
Panchayats with broadband internet connectivity, the Aadhaar 
initiative, and several e-governance initiatives started by the 
Congress-led UPA government have set the foundations for this. 
We remain committed to accelerating the implementation of these 
initiatives to transform the lives of all Indians.

Agriculture & rural development
20. The Indian National Congress is particularly mindful of the 

contribution of the Indian farmer to India’s development and 
is committed to his/her welfare. In 2004, the Congress-led UPA 
government committed to “A New Deal for Rural India”, and it 
has delivered on this promise substantially. It has raised support 
prices for agricultural produce more than ever before, expanded 
credit to farmers, enhanced storage facilities and created linkages to 
markets, so that farmers can realize a better price for their produce. 
The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme has assured agricultural labour of a floor wage and has 
increased their bargaining power. These initiatives have ensured 
that agricultural GDP has grown faster than ever before, and made 
India one of the world’s largest producers of foodgrains,

Women
21.  The safety and welfare of women has always been and will always 

remain an overarching priority of the Indian National Congress. 
The Congress has a long track-record of enacting laws for the 
welfare of women. It is the Party that has been led by many 
women presidents and the only Party that elected a woman Prime 
Minister. It is under the leadership of a Congress government 
that reservation for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions was 

Cp’s COnCLuDIng ADDREss
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s speech at 

AICC session (New Delhi), 17th Jan 2014

In all those speeches in this session we heard, there was kind 
of enthusiasm and self-confidence. It has proved from that, 
our morale has been on high side and we are ready to face the 

coming challenge.

Many suggestions have come up and I think they should find 
place in our resolution. As Rahul ji has just said, those bills which 
are pending must get passed in the parliament soon. There are 
six bills which are the part of our policies to combat corruption. 
There are some bills too which were being mentioned by our 
colleagues, which make dalit, poor, tribal and differently disable 
more empowered. I am sure Prime Minister and his colleagues 
will pay their attention on these suggestions and we will try that 
these bills are presented in the coming session of the parliament.

All speakers had mentioned the achievements of Congress led 
UPA government in their speeches. Certainly it will be the part of 
election campaign. We publicize them as much as we can. There 
shouldn’t be any hesitation regarding this. The significant energy 
and excitement I am seeing in this hall is the proof that we can do 
anything we decide to do.

If we work with unity and discipline then no power can stop us. 
Therefore come and channelize your works so that in the coming 
days we can face the challenges. We should be united so that our 
battle ends with a triumph. And the future will be ours. Jai Hind! v

AiCC resolution

continued on page 20
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inAugurAtion

I am extremely happy to be present here amongst you during the 
celebration of Samarth – 2014 Diversity festival. The colour of 
your enthusiasm and ability are spread in all directions. Colours 

of Ability exhibition and the pieces of art which have been shown here, 
are not only beautiful and attractive, but are also a proof of the artistic 
brilliance of the disabled persons and their potential and talent. This 
programme also reflects the diversified culture of our society.

The constitution of our country provides everyone of us with equal 
rights. But we have to make much more effort to ensure human rights 
and moral independence for the handicapped people. Earlier there was a 
feeling that disability is just a medical issue and can be addressed only by 
the doctors. But at present the place of ‘medical model’ has been taken 
over by social model. It is also an 
accepted fact that to address the 
issues of the handicapped, their 
representation and participation 
has to be mandatory. I feel that 
the issues of the handicapped 
person must be connected with 
the social and administrative 
system so that they are joined in 
the mainstream and become a 
part of the development process.

In our diverse culture every 
person has his own capacity and 
ability. Disability is a product of 
the thinking and abstractions of 
the society. We must realize that 
everybody has his own needs 
and demands. And to fulfill this 
they should be given a chance to 
express their talent and potential. 
If we take proper steps at the right 
time, we can address the issues 
of disability to a great extent and 
we can also change the mindset 

Extracts of the Speech of UPA Chairperson during the inauguration of Samarth 2014 Diversity festival at Siri 
Fort Auditorium in New Delhi on 15th January, 2014

A REpORT
new delhi : Congress President and UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi inaugurated ‘SAMARTH 2014 - Celebrating Diversity’, 
a national festival for showcasing the abilities of Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs) being organized by the Department of Disability 
Affairs under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, 
Government of India  at Siri Fort Auditorium, New Delhi on 
15th “January, 2014.  The objectives of organizing Samarth are to 
showcase the abilities and potential of PwDs; create awareness about 
their rights and entitlements; and provide PwDs and those working 
for them an opportunity for an interface with each other.

As per Census 2011, there are 2.68 crore persons with disabilities 
and constitute 2.22 percent of the total population of the country. 

The Department of Disability Affairs has adopted a multi-pronged 
collaborative approach involving all the appropriate partners: 
Governments/UTs, Central/State undertakings, local authorities, 
NGOs etc.  India has also signed and ratified the United Nations 
Convention for protection and promotion of the rights and dignity 
of persons with disabilities. Among the many commitments towards 
the said Convention, a major one is building capacity among people 
with disabilities and raising awareness about disability issues. 
SAMARTH is an important step in this direction.  v

of the people towards the disabled people. We must take steps so that 
disabled persons live with confidence from childhood and become 
self-reliant.

I am happy that our country has taken many important steps for the 
benefit of the handicapped. In 2007, India had signed and ratified the 
United Nations Convention on the rights of people with disabilities. 
This ensures that disabled person get proper education, jobs, transport 
and information facilities. Changes are being made in the Disability 
Act 1995 so as to incorporate the suggestions of the UN Convention. 
The Union Cabinet has already given its approval in this regard and I 
am hopeful that we will be able to get this passed in the next session 
of Parliament.

To empower the disabled people, 
inter-disciplinary process is 
needed in matters like initial 
enquiry, education, employment, 
training and rehabilitation are 
included. To monitor these issues 
we have constituted a separate 
department of Disability Affairs 
in 2012.

I would specially like to tell all 
social workers present here and 
the people of the society that if 
the government could achieve 
success in bringing development 
in the lives of disabled people, 
the major credit of it goes to the 
combined and concerted efforts 
of all. 

For a better society it is necessary 
that we include people with 
disability in our everyday life 
for inclusive growth. Our family, 
our neighbourhood and our 

WE musT InCLuDE ThE 
DIsAbLED pERsOns 
ALsO In ThE gROWTh 
pROCEss : sOnIA gAnDhI  
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inAugurAtion

society become more meaningful and this feeling of brotherhood and 
inclusiveness are the symbols of a cultured society. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate Kumari Shailja and all the 
officials of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for their 
sincere efforts to successfully conduct this colourful festival.

I am confident that such events will boost the morale of the handicapped 
persons. I want to urge that one should not keep the disabled persons 
away from the mainstream but should try to ensure that they have equal 
participation in social life.

Once again let us take a pledge to continue with our efforts to create 
a positive environment for the upliftment of the disabled persons so 
that their rights are protected and they become a part of the society. As 
per the UN Convention a disabled person should be considered like 
any other individual and must be allowed to take individual decisions 
in life freely. v

continued from page 18 continued from page 14

introduced. The Congress-led UPA government got the Women’s 
Reservation Bill passed in the Rajya Sabha. It also got the Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill passed in Parliament that introduces more 
stringent punishment for crimes against women. Congress 
governments have also successfully led the creation of bank-
linked women Self Help Groups (SHGs) across the country that 
have become the symbols of economic and social empowerment 
of women across India. The Indian National Congress pledges to 
continue this unrelenting focus on issues of women’s safety, welfare 
and empowerment.

Foreign Policy
22. The Indian National Congress is committed to a foreign policy for 

India that is rooted in India’s national interest. The Congress-led 
UPA government has pursued a policy of constructive engagement 
with its neighbours, the rest of Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
the countries of the developed work, protecting and enhancing 
the interests of its citizens and its diaspora. The Indian National 
Congress continues to believe that terrorism is a major challenge 
collectively facing the world community and is committed to 
tackling this through global cooperation. The Congress Party, the 
largest democratic political party in the world, is also committed 
to enhancing relations with like-minded political parties across the 
world.

Call to Action
23. This meeting of the AICC declares that the Congress Party’s 2014 

Lok Sabha election campaign will be led by Shri Rahul Gandhi. 
The Indian National Congress calls upon all its office bearers and 
workers to work steadfastly for the Party’s success in coming Lok 
Sabha elections. Recent political setbacks are an important wake 
up call, and if anything, they should motivate us to work harder, 
enhancing the connect with every Indian. We must retain faith in 
ourselves, our cherished values and our agenda for a prosperous 
and inclusive India, and rededicate ourselves to working tirelessly 
in the service of the people of India. v

REsOLuTIOn DO nOT fALL In ThE TRAp AnD WORDs Of ThE 
OppOsITIOn: RAhuL gAnDhI 

party. We work in its democratic principles. We will fight elections 
and you see it will be the election of the youth and we will show that 
we will win the election. But only our members of parliament will elect 
our Prime Minister as per the constitution of India.

I want to tell you one thing more. I am a sincere soldier of the Congress 
and I am ready to do whatever my party asks me to do. You just order 
and I will just obey it. Whatever it may be!

Now I would like to speak a little bit in English.

We have not assembled here as individuals today. We have assembled 
here as the trustees of an idea, and we are going to defend this idea 
and we are going to defend this. This idea is far greater than any one 
of us. It is greater than me, it is greater than you, it is greater than the 
Prime Minister, it is greater than the Congress President.  It is greater 
than anyone of us. We respect the dignity of every single one of our 
countrymen, regardless who he is.

We do not love our country because it is powerful or it is rich. We 
love our country because it upholds the ideals we wish to live by. We 
love it because it stands on the ideals of humanity and in the ideals of 
inclusion. And no matter how much our shortcomings may frustrate 
us, and they do, we love our country because it always taught us to love 
one another. It has always taught us how to remain united, in the phase 
of adversities. And it has always taught us to never ever to give up. No 
matter how hard this struggle, or how dark the night, India teaches 
us to fight on with compassion in our heart and faith in our future.

Friends, there is a tough battle ahead of us. We will go into this battle 
as warriors with our head held high. We will not look back. We will go 
into this battle knowing exactly who we are, and exactly what we stand 
for. We will fight with everything that we have within us.  We will not 
rest, we will not lose courage and we will not stop till the battle is won.

I am proud of every single one of you. I am proud of all the people of 
this country. You make this country what it is you make this country 
great.  Thank you. v
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WE shOuLD RECOgnIzE 
ThAT EvEn If WE 
InCLuDE ThE yEARs Of 
sLOWDOWn, ThE RATE 
Of gROWTh AChIEvED In 
ThE pAsT nInE yEARs, 
Is ThE hIghEsT fOR 
Any nInE yEAR pERIOD: 
pRImE mInIsTER

Following is the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh’s opening 
remarks at the Press Conference in New Delhi on 3rd Janaury, 2014.

First, let me wish you all a very happy New Year. Let me say at the 
outset that I do believe we are set for better times. The cycle of 
global economic growth is turning for the better. Many of the 

steps we have taken to address our domestic constraints are coming 
into play. India’s own growth momentum will revive.

An important development in the year that has gone by is the 
demonstration of the strength of our democracy. Our people have 
demonstrated their faith in the institutions of democracy by voting in 
record numbers in the recent assembly elections. Our party did not 
do well in these elections, but we welcome the extent of participation, 
and we will reflect on what the results tell us for the future and learn 
appropriate lessons.

Our democratic Constitution and the institutions of our democracy 
are the cornerstone of Modern India. All of us who wish to build 
a better India, rid of poverty and corruption, must respect these 
institutions and work through them. They are the legitimate 
instruments in our hands, with all their limitations. No one individual 
or authority can substitute for the due processes of democratic 
governance.

Over the past decade we have been through many ups and downs. 
During my first term in office, India witnessed for the first time in its 
recorded history a short acceleration of the rate of economic growth 
to 9.0 per cent. This exceptional performance was followed by a 
slowdown initiated by the global financial crisis. Over the past couple 
of years, all Emerging Economies have experienced a slowdown. 
India was no exception.

Economies have ups and downs and we should not focus overly on 
the short term. We should recognize that even if we include the years 
of slowdown, the rate of growth achieved in the past nine years, is the 
highest for any nine year period. And it is not just the acceleration of 
growth that gives me satisfaction. Equally important is the fact that we 
made the growth process more socially inclusive than it has ever been.

In 2004 I committed our government to what I said would be “A New 

Deal for Rural India”. I believe we have delivered on that promise very 
substantially. We followed farmer friendly policies including raising 
support prices for farm produce, expanding credit to farmers, and 
through increased investment in horticulture, in rural development, 
and rural infrastructure, especially roads and electricity. The 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 
has assured agricultural labour of a floor and has increased their 
bargaining power. Improved delivery of health and education services 
is giving new hope to our brothers and sisters living in rural areas 
of our country.

These initiatives have ensured that agricultural GDP has grown 
faster than ever before. India has become one of the world’s largest 
producers of food-grains, sugar, fruits and vegetables, milk and 
poultry. Rural wages have increased in real terms much faster 
than earlier. Rural real consumption per capita has increased four 
times faster. Because of these developments the percentage of the 
population below the poverty line has fallen much faster in the 
period 2004 to 2011 than it did in the previous ten year period. As a 
result, the number of people below the poverty line has come down 
by 13.8 crore.

Education has been a key element of our strategy to increase the 
productive capacity of our economy and improve access to better 
jobs. I have myself been a beneficiary of liberal scholarships and 
public investment in education. I can, therefore, well understand the 
critical importance of investing in education.

I take great pride in the fact that we have transformed the educational 
landscape of our country. Through Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, through 
new scholarships for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other 
Backward Classes and Minorities, and with a focus on the Girl Child 
and young women, we have widened educational opportunities. 
We have set up new universities, new institutes of science and 
technology, new industrial training centres and enabled the flowering 
of individual enterprise in skill building and education.

I also feel satisfied with our legislative effort. Despite unprecedented 
parliamentary holdups, we have passed several important laws that 
seek to empower our people and our democratic institutions.

Pm’s Press ConFerenCe



Congress sandesh | 22 | January 2014

I do not wish to elaborate on our achievements in the economic arena. 
These are spelt out in detailed booklet which has been separately 
distributed and I would be happy to answer questions. There are 
however three points which I would like to mention.

First, I am concerned that we have not been as successful as we need 
to be in generating employment in the manufacturing sector. This 
is an aspect of performance which we are working hard to correct. 
We need a much stronger effort in support of small and medium 
enterprises which can be a major source of good quality employment. 
Our Manufacturing Strategy gives high priority to this objective for 
the future.

Second, we have also not been as successful in controlling inflation 
as we would have wished. This is primarily because food inflation has 
increased. However, we should remember that those who produce 
food gain from higher prices. Also our inclusive policies have put 
more money in the hands of the weaker sections.

To keep food prices in control we need to increase supplies and also 
improve marketing arrangements and logistics. This is especially 
important for items which are perishable, such as fruits and 
vegetables. Much of this work lies in the domain of the States.

I am happy to say that the Food Security Act that we have passed 
will to some extent shield the common man from rising food prices.

The worry about inflation is legitimate but we should also recognize 
that incomes for most people have increased faster than inflation. I 
have already mentioned that real wages in rural areas have increased 
faster than before. Per-capita consumption in both rural and urban 
areas has increased significantly.

Third, we are deeply committed to the objective of combating 
corruption. An array of historical legislations has been enacted to 
make the work of the Government transparent and accountable. 
Governance has been made more answerable as never before. Most of 
you have been routinely using the Right to Information Act to access 
Government documents which was not possible earlier.

There is much public concern on high profile allegations of corruption, 
notably in regard to 2G spectrum allocations, coal block allocations 
and cases related to land. We have taken major steps to change the 
existing procedures for allocation of spectrum and coal by shifting to 
auctions so that these problems do not arise in future. Where some 
decisions taken earlier, when allocations were made administratively, 
have come under question, they are being investigated. Any wrong 
doing will be punished through due process of law.

Land issues are in the domain of state governments and we have 
consistently advised state governments to ensure transparency in 
these cases.

Let me conclude with a few words about the external environment. 
The one lesson we shall all learn from our experience over the past 
decade is that the world around us is becoming more challenging. 
This is both a function of our greater integration with the world and 
of the international community’s expectations from a rising India. 
This is India’s manifest destiny. We should recognize it as such and 
learn to deal with it.

India will continue to invest in its defence and national security, in 
providing security to its own people and ensuring regional security 
and stability. At the same time, we will continue to seek better 

relations with our immediate neighbours knowing that the destiny 
of the Indian sub-continent is linked through a shared history and 
a shared geography.

It has also been my effort to build long term, stable and mutually 
beneficial relations with all major powers and all our Asian 
neighbours. We should continue to benefit from global opportunities 
and contribute to global efforts in creating and managing global 
institutions to deal with global challenges.

I have enormous confidence in our people’s ability to deal with 
challenges at home. In a few months time, after the general election, 
I will hand the baton over to a new Prime Minister. I hope it will be 
a UPA chosen Prime Minister and our party will work to that end in 
the campaign for the General Elections. I am confident that the new 
generation of our leaders will also guide this great nation successfully 
through the uncharted and uncertain waters of global change.

As we enter the New Year we will continue to implement our policies, 
with vigor and commitment, aiming to revive growth, promote 
enterprise, generate employment, eliminate poverty and ensure the 
safety and security of all our people, particularly our women and 
children. Our Government will work ceaselessly till its last day.

Thank you and Jai Hind. v

Preliminary Transcript of the Q&A portion of the Prime Minister’s 
Press Conference at the National Media Centre, New Delhi

Q: After the Assembly elections, much churning is going on in 
the uPA. do you think the Congress should now announce 
its Pm candidate?

PM: The Congress President has already answered that question. We 
will announce our candidate for the Prime Ministership at the 
appropriate time.

Q: on corruption issues which have come to light during uPA-2, 
and the rise of AAP

PM: As far as the charges of corruption are concerned, most of these 
charges relate to the period of UPA-1. Coal block allocation as 
well as 2G spectrum allocation were both in the era of the UPA-
1. We went to the electorate on the basis of our performance 
in that period, and the people of India gave us the mandate to 
govern for another five years. So, whether these issues which 
have been raised from time to time by the media, sometimes by 
the CAG, sometimes by court, one must never forget that they 
belong to a period which was not the period of the UPA-2, but 
the period relating to the previous five years, and the people 
of India entrusted us with new responsibilities. So the people 
of India do not seem to have paid heed to all these charges of 
corruption which are levied against me or my party.

Q: scandals such as Commonwealth and 2g have cost the govt a 
great deal. When you look back, do you feel there is something 
you should have done differently, and what would it be?

PM: I feel somewhat sad, because I was the one who insisted that 
spectrum allocation should be transparent, it should be fair, it 
should be equitable. I was the one who insisted that coal blocks 
should be allocated on the basis of auctions. These facts are 
forgotten. The Opposition has a vested interest. Sometimes the 
media play into their hands as well, and therefore, I have every 
reason to believe, that when history is written of this period, 
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we will come out unscathed. This is not to say that there was 
no irregularity. There were irregularities. But the dimensions of 
the problems have been overstated by the media, by the CAG 
sometimes, and by other entities.

Q: You did indicate in your opening speech that you rule yourself 
out of a third term. so do you want rahul gandhi to be named 
Pm candidate? And do you rule out an active political life for 
yourself after the 2014 elections.

PM: I have indicated in my opening remarks that I am not going to 
be a candidate for Prime Ministership if the UPA were to come 
back to power. Rahul Gandhi has outstanding credentials to be 
nominated as the (Prime Ministerial) candidate. I hope our party 
will take that decision at the appropriate time.

Q: have you ever felt like resigning, at any point over the last 
9-10 years.

PM: I have never felt like resigning at any time. I have enjoyed doing 
my work. I have tried to do my work with all honesty, with all 
sense of integrity, without regard, or fear or favour.

Q: uPA-1 benefited from the Common minimum Programme 
and coordination committee. uPA-2 didn’t have one. Will 
uPA-3 have a CmP, if it comes to power?

PM: It is too early to judge the shape of things to come for UPA-3. 
I am confident that when the time comes, there will be enough 
number of people, who will recognize that a coalition guided by 
the Congress party, of the type that the UPA regime has been, 
is something which is required, something which is eminently 
needed to carry out the social and economic revolution that we 
want this country to experience, to get rid of poverty, ignorance 
and disease that afflict millions of people in our country even 
now.

Q: most Cms said their defeat was because of price rise. does 
it hurt that the blame is being put on your door. Also, diesel 
prices have not been reviewed, and the number of subsidized 
lPg cylinders is also under review. does this mean that your 
govt is reviewing its policy on subsidies as a result of its defeat 
in the assembly elections?

PM: What is going to happen in months to come, I would not like 
to speculate – certainly not in this forum. But I will be honest 
enough to say that, it could be that price rise was a factor in 
the people’s turning against the Congress party. And I have 
explained that the reasons why price rise took place are reasons 
beyond our control, because international commodity prices 
are rising, because international energy prices are rising. These 
were the factors which made it difficult for us to control prices as 
effectively as we could have done. But having said that, I would 
also like to say that we have taken enough measures to protect 
the weaker sections of our economy and our society against 
rising prices. The Public Distribution System has been stabilized. 
Prices of public distribution foodgrains have not been increased 
since 2003. What is more, through instrumentalities like the 
MNREGA, we have ensured that the rural wages earned by the 
agricultural labourers, are indexed at the rate of inflation – they 
provide a certain measure of protection to these segments of our 
society. These factors should not be lost sight of.

Q: Why do the schemes for minorities not reach the people?
PM: Humne Sachar committee ki sifarishon ko laagu karne mein 

kaafi kaam kiya hai. Mujhe dukh se kehna padta hai ki ye 
tamaam aavaam tak nahin pahunch sakaa. Ye bhi theek hai ki 
kuchh aisi baatein hain jo abhi karni baaki hain. Kuchh courts 
mein padi hain. Aur kuchh problems aayee hain jinki vajeh se 
aur cheezon ko laagu nahin kiya jaa saka. Lekin, jahaan tak 
hamaare Govt ka taalluk hai, scholarships for minorities have 
gone up tremendously. Maulana Azad fellowships have increased 
substantially. The programme for multi-disciplinary approaches 
to minority-concentrated districts in 90 districts of our country 
have been put in place. So, enough has been done, but I would 
be the last person to say that there is no scope for doing more.

Q: You have been accused of remaining silent. What stops you?
PM: Jahaan tak bolne ka sawaal hai, jab bhi zaroorat padi hai, party 

forum mein, main zaroor bolta raha hoon, aur aage bhi bolta 
rahoonga.

Q: Are you still hopeful about pushing some reforms agenda. 
What will be your priorities?

PM: Reform is not an event, it is a process. Therefore, so long as 
we are in power, we will continue to push the cause of reform 
wherever there is scope for it, and if circumstances permit us to 
go forward.

Q: Virbhadra singh in hP is sitting in govt and deciding on 
companies where he and his family have an interest. do you 
think that is proper?
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PM: I am sorry. I am not able to comment on what you are referring 
to, in Himachal Pradesh. I have seen some newspaper reports. 
I have also received a letter on December 29th, from Shri Arun 
Jaitley. But I have not had the time to apply my mind to it – what 
is the truth in these allegations.

Q: how do you think the aam aadmi now perceives you, as a 
politician, as a Pm?

PM: I am the same person as I was years ago. There has been no 
change. I say it in all sincerity that I have tried to serve this 
country with utmost dedication and commitment and with 
utmost integrity. I have never used my office to enrich or to 
reward my friends or my relatives.

Q: What is the state of the indo-us relations. As your term comes 
to an end, it seems to have hit rock bottom again.

PM: Our Government attaches highest priority to strengthening the 
strategic partnership between our two countries. There have 
recently been some hiccups, but I sincerely believe that these are 
temporary aberrations and diplomacy should be given a chance 
to resolve these issues that have arisen.

Q: difficult terrain has become a common excuse to give for 
incomplete implementation of projects in the north-east. 
What is your govt doing about it?

PM: I think fencing and some of these other projects have been facing 
some difficulties, because of difficulties of terrain. There is no 
doubt about that.

Q: on rhino killing. do you think central govt should step in to 
protect the rhino?

PM: The rhino is a national asset. Every effort should be made, and 
will be made to protect this precious animal.

Q: do you think we should have a Presidential form of govt?
PM: I haven’t thought through this question in depth. But it is 

my preliminary reaction that the Parliamentary system of 
Government is the best-suited for a country of India’s complexity, 
of India’s diversity; that a Presidential type of system would be 
counterproductive.

Q: many will say that you allowed the situation to go out of hand 
– that is why even the supreme Court indicted the Pmo for 
its acts of omission and commission. how do you see your 
legacy in view of the fact that you failed to act.

PM: I honestly believe that history will be kinder to me than the 
contemporary media, or for that matter, the Opposition parties 
in Parliament. I cannot divulge all things that take place in the 
Cabinet system of Government. I think, taking into account the 
circumstances, and the compulsions of a coalition polity, I have 
done as best as I could under the circumstances.

Q: do you think rahul gandhi vs narendra modi is an equal 
contest? Are you confident he will be able to form the 
government?

PM: I have full confidence that the next Prime Minister will be from 
the UPA coalition, and that without discussing the merits of Mr. 
Narendra Modi, it will be disastrous for the country to have Shri 

Narendra Modi as the Prime Minister.

Q: The BJP and mr. modi’s charge against you is that you have 
been a weak Pm. does the party have a role.

PM: I do not believe that I have been a weak Prime Minister. That 
is for historians to judge. The BJP and its associates may say 
whatever they like. But if by “strong Prime Minister”, you mean 
that you preside over a mass massacre of innocent citizens on 
the streets of Ahmedabad, that is the measure of strength, I do 
not believe that sort of strength this country needs, least of all, 
in its Prime Minister.

Q: Will you feel historic opportunities on india-Pak ties were 
missed? do you feel a durable peace settlement will still 
remain in reach for your successor.

PM: I have tried to improve relations with all our neighbours to the 
best of my ability. At one time, it appeared that an important 
breakthrough was in sight. Events in Pakistan, for example, the 
fact that General Musharraf had to make way for a different setup, 
I think that led to the process not moving further. But I still 
believe that good relations between India and Pakistan are very 
essential for this sub-continent to realize its full development 
potential, to get rid of poverty, ignorance and disease, which has 
been the inevitable lot of millions and millions of people in this 
sub-continent of ours.

Q: The country remembers your stint as Finance minister. What 
about your legacy as Pm? And what do you think you could 
not achieve over the last decade?

PM: I have done as well as I could under the circumstances. It is for 
historians to judge how successful I have been. My own feeling is 
that we have maintained and sustained the momentum of rapid 
economic growth. If you look at the period of nine years that we 
have completed, compare it with the preceding six years of the 
NDA, I think it emerges very clearly that in most indicators of 
performance, our performance has been superior to that of the 
NDA period.

Q: do you think that the experiment of the dual centre of power 
was successful? Was it an asset or a liability?

PM: I can only speak about the system as it has worked. I sincerely 
believe that an arrangement where the Congress President and 
the Prime Minister, do not happen to be the same person – in 
the circumstances – it has worked exceedingly well. For me, 
it has been a remarkable achievement that I have been able 
to complete ten years of my Prime Ministership without any 
hiccups in the relationship between the Congress Party and the 
Prime Minister, or for that matter, the Government. For me, Mrs 
Gandhi’s support has been an enormous help in dealing with 
very complex issues. The fact that she was there to back me up, 
facilitated my task as Prime Minister in more than one way.

Q: Why was it not possible for you to visit Pakistan?
PM: I would very much like to go to Pakistan. I was born in a village 

which is now part of west Punjab. But as Prime Minister of the 
country, I should go to visit Pakistan if conditions are appropriate 
to achieve solid results. I have thought of it many times, but 
ultimately I felt that circumstances were not appropriate for my 
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visit. I still have not given up hope of going to Pakistan before I 
complete my tenure as Prime Minister.

Q: how many marks would you give your tenure on a scale of 
ten?

PM: It is for you to judge. As far as I am concerned, I feel I have done 
reasonably well. The growth process that we sustained in the last 
ten years despite the global financial crisis, despite the Euro-zone 
crisis, and considering also what is happening in other emerging 
countries like Brazil, like South Africa, like Indonesia, I don’t 
think ours is a story which can be described as non-successful 
or eventful.

Q: how do you rate the phenomenon of AAP? do you think we 
need a CAg audit of companies which supply power?

PM: The people of India have reposed confidence in the AAP party 
in Delhi. I think we must respect the democratic process. Only 
time will tell whether this experience is capable of dealing with 
the challenges that our economy and our polity face. It is too 
early – they have been there only less than a week – they must 
be given time and chance to justify themselves.

Q: You keep asking rahul to join the govt, but he keeps refusing. 
Further, everyone in the Congress party says it is losing 
because of the negative image of the manmohan singh govt.

PM: That certainly is not my view. And if you feel there are people 
who hold that opinion, I cannot help it. It is for historians to 
judge what I have done, what I have not done, what were my 
weaknesses, what were my strengths. As far as I am concerned, 
I am convinced that considering the circumstances under which 
I had to work, because of the global slowdown, we have done 
reasonably well. We have delivered the highest rate of growth in 
the first nine years of our Government, highest ever since this 
country got going as an independent country.

 I have always felt that our Government would have been 
strengthened if Rahul Gandhi was part of the Government. But 
Rahul says that he has responsibilities to the party that do not 
permit him to join the Government, and I respect his sentiment.

Q: There has been a clamour for a political face in the Congress 
party, before the elections. did the Congress leadership ever 
hint to you to step down before the elections? doesn’t the buck 
stop with the Prime minister on issues such as corruption and 
price rise?

PM: I have said what I have to say. But nobody has asked me to step 
down because of any inadequacies that may have characterized 
my tenure as Prime Minister.

Q: There are two major issues in tamil nadu. When are you 
going to find a permanent settlement to the problem of the 
tamil nadu fishermen. When your govt is so concerned about 
devyani, why not about the sri lankan tamils?

PM: It is not true that we are not concerned about the well-being of 
the Tamil population in Sri Lanka. We have consistently made 
every effort to persuade the Government of Sri Lanka to address 
the genuine problems of the Tamil population of Sri Lanka. 
We will continue to do so in the future as well. As far as the 
fishermen’s fate is concerned, we have on innumerable number 

of occasions, discussed this matter with the Government of Sri 
Lanka, and now we find that in northern Sri Lanka, we have a 
Government of the Tamil population themselves. We feel there 
is an opportunity for the Tamil population of Sri Lanka, and the 
Tamil population in Tamil Nadu to sit together, to work out an 
arrangement between the fishermen of the two countries which 
will be mutually satisfactory. I think this is going to happen. 
This is the only way in which this problem of fishermen in both 
countries can be resolved.

Q: What was the best and the lowest moment for you as Pm?
PM: I will need time to reflect on this. But certainly, the best moment 

for me was when we were able to strike a nuclear deal with the 
United States to end the nuclear apartheid which had sought to 
stifle the processes of social and economic change, and technical 
progress of our country in many ways.

Q: is there a message for the bigger parties in the rise of AAP?
PM: Corruption is an issue and certainly the AAP has been able to 

make a success of their concern for eradication of corruption. 
Whether they will succeed or not, I think that only time will 
tell. I have a feeling that dealing with corruption is not an easy 
process. Even though there may be opportunities as well as 
challenges, we must collectively grapple with the task of dealing 
with corruption. This is not a matter which only one party can 
accomplish. Various political parties have to work together to 
deal with this monster.

Q: do you have anything particular in mind, which you want to 
do, and couldn’t do so far. do you see a possibility in coalition 
politics that parties will come back to you for a third term?

PM: I think the five months that are there with us, is still a long period 
of time for us to revive the growth impulses of our economy. If 
I am successful in doing that, I think I would consider that as a 
job having been well done.

Q: Will you be announcing 12 subsidised lPg cylinders? Will 
you be announcing a relook at the Kasturirangan report?

PM: As far as the Kasturirangan report is concerned, it is still in the 
stage of being discussed with various state governments. No final 
decision has been taken. As far as raising the number of (LPG) 
cylinders that will be made available to the people, I think no 
decision has been taken as of now.

Q: What about succour to the victims of anti-sikh riots?
PM: If you are talking about the Sikhs who suffered in 1984 riots, 

I think our Government has done quite a lot, and I used the 
opportunity of a discussion in Parliament, to publicly apologise 
to the Sikh community on behalf of the Government of our 
country, for what had happened in 1984. It should never have 
happened. As far as the compensation is concerned, one can 
never give adequate compensation to compensate for the loss of 
valuable lives. But wherever possible, we have provided succour 
to the suffering families of the Sikhs affected by the 1984 riots.

Q: Are you going to play an active role in politics after 2014?
PM: I haven’t thought through that process, and it is too early. I still 

have five months to complete my present tenure. And therefore, 
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when I reach that stage, I will cross that bridge.

Q: There has been a perception that decisions are made in 10 
Janpath and announced at 7rCr.

PM: It is not a disadvantage. The Congress Party President or the 
Vice-President – if they have any views, they ought to be 
reflected in the thinking of the Government to the extent that it 
is possible. I think it is not a disadvantage or a drawback in the 
system that we have operated. The fact that Mrs Gandhi or for 
that matter Rahul Gandhi were there to back the Government 
up, is something which has enabled us to deal with many difficult 
moments in these nine and a half years. There were, of course, 
times, when they differed from what the Government had done. 
The Government reconsidered those issues, and I don’t think 
this is wrong, or a disadvantage, to make corrections if the 
party leadership feels that such corrections were required in the 
national interest.

Q: What were your two biggest regrets in the last nine and a half 
years?

PM: I am sorry. I haven’t thought through this matter. But certainly, I 
would like to do a lot more in the area of healthcare, healthcare 
for children, healthcare for women. The National Rural Health 
Mission that we started has achieved impressive results but a lot 
more needs to be done.

Q: What would you like to say to foreign investors?
PM: India provides a hospitable environment for FDI. We will 

continue to do so. We will continue to improve upon our practices 
wherever needed.

Q: Any major Bills you still want to request the opposition to 
help pass. Anti-corruption Bill? Women’s reservation Bill?

PM: Hamaari koshish hogi ki anti-corruption Bill, 5-6 Bill hain, jo 
Parliament mein pade hain, aisaa maahaul paida kiya jaaye ki 
ye Bill pass ho jaayein. Hamaari corruption ke khilaaf jo ladai 
hai, wo aage badh sake. Ye hamaari bharpoor koshish rahegi. 
Women’s reservation also happens to be one such area.

Q: You seem to have tolerated a lot of nonsense in the last nine 
and a half years. Your partymen also say you are an over-rated 
economist and under-rated politician.

PM: What you think of me or what the country thinks of me is 
something I cannot speculate on. As I mentioned earlier, I have 
tried to serve my country with the greatest sense of dedication 
and commitment. When I became Prime Minister, the general 
perception was, that the Congress Party has never been able 
to run a coalition government. The Congress ability to run a 
coalition government was to be tested, and we showed that the 
Congress party can successfully manage the coalition to complete 
not one, but two terms. In the process, there have been some 
compromises, but I can assure you that those compromises relate 
to peripheral areas. They do not in any way affect our ability or 
our keenness to deal with national problems with the objectivity 
that is necessary.

Q: What are the domestic factors that led to the slowdown?
PM: There were domestic factors as well. But more important was the 

mEDIA shOuLD ALsO LOOk AT ACTIOn 
On CORRupTIOn In sTATEs RuLED by 
OppOsITIOn pARTIEs: sOnIA gAnDhI
new delhi: Congress President and UPA Chairperson, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said on 28th December, 2013 that the issue related 
to Adarsh society scam will be resolved soon. Corruption and 
inflation remain the key issues for us, “said Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi told media: “We have big challenges before 
us; but we are all determined to be together and to fight and 
win. Yesterday’s meeting of the Congress Chief Ministers was 
on Lokpal and inflation. The discussion in the meeting was 
centered at how the Chief Ministers could take action to take to 
fight corruption and inflation.. Adarsh issue also was discussed 
in the meeting… Adarsh issue has been discussed within the 
party and will be resolved. Corruption and inflation remain the 
key issues for us. I would like to ask media to look at other states 
led by other parties, on their action on corruption, particularly 
against some ministers. Look at us by all means, and point out 
our mistakes; but do look at others also”. v

role of international factors.  First, the global slowdown of 2008-
2009. Then the Euro-zone crisis. But I would be the last one to 
say that there were no domestic factors. There were infrastructure 
bottlenecks. There were bottlenecks in terms of timely clearances 
of the projects from the point of view of environment and forest. 
These were also factors which influenced. Both the international 
factors and the domestic factors combined to contribute to a 
slowdown in the rate of economic growth.

Q: do you periodically appraise the performance of your 
ministers? should such a review be made public, to know who 
were the performers and who were the non-performers?

PM: It is an ongoing process. My office monitors all major sectors, 
particularly the infrastructure sectors. If there are any weaknesses 
in the functioning of any one particular sector or Ministry, these 
things are discussed in the Cabinet from time to time.

Q: Prices across all sectors are rising. You have five months left. 
Can you get a handle on inflation in this period?

PM: We will certainly make every effort. We are trying to do that. 
The Vice-President of the Congress Party, Mr. Rahul Gandhi, 
convened a meeting of Congress Chief Ministers, to discuss what 
can be done in the Congress-ruled states to bring prices under 
control.

Q: Will narendra modi’s dream of “Congress-mukt Bharat” 
materialize?

PM:I sincerely believe that what Mr. Narendra Modi is saying is not 
going to materialize. v
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Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi briefs the press after the  
Chief Minister’s meeting in New Delhi on 27th December, 2013

WE ARE COmmITTED TO CREATE A 
fRAmEWORk TO fIghT CORRupTIOn: 
RAhuL gAnDhI

We meet today on two main issues which are corruption 
and Lokpal, and there was also price rise. We are very 
concerned about the rising of prices of vegetables and 

fruits. Congress Chief Ministers decided that by February, the 
accountability and stipulations in the national level Lokpal will 
be taken to state level. All our states have agreed that they 
will bring this Lokayukt on national level by February.

Price rise of fruits and vegetables is a main cause of 
inflation, we have taken some remedial steps as Shri 
Maken had mentioned regarding this and Lokpal Bill 
is one step. These were the discussions that took place 
in the meeting.  As I said earlier Lokpal bill is only one 
step away.

If we need to fight corruption then we need a framework 
not just at the national level but also state level and may 
be state level is more important. Congress party is working 
towards this direction.

On Adarsh: If you are asking me I don’t agree with the decision 
(of the Maharashtra govt); they should reconsider that decision.

As I have said before if we are serious about this and the Congress 
party is dead serious about this then this is not about one 
bill, this is about a framework, a system. Now what 
is interesting to me there is only one party which 
is talking about the system, there is only party 
that is talking about the framework everyone 
else is talking. But nobody is showing the 
path to fight corruption. If you want to fight 
corruption, create a mechanism. What is that 
mechanism, there are number of bills pending 
in Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha; let us get together 
and pass those bills.

On fighting corruption: Now I have already 
said we are committed to that, let us have a 
session of the house, let us all get together, 
and create a framework to fight corruption. 
But when I say lets create a framework to 
fighting corruption there is silence on the 

other side, complete silence. I don’t hear ‘yes we should pass 
these bill’. I don’t hear that.  I don’t see 

other opposition states having 
Lokayukt there, I don’t see 

them. If you are serious, let 
us stop talking and let’s 

start acting and as far as 
my party is concerned 

my party is dead 
serious.  

A s  f a r  a s 
Maharashtra issue 
i s  c o n c e r n e d 
I told you my 
view. There is 
no question of 

protecting anyone.  

...continued on page 34
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Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi feels that for the youth, 
which is a large majority of the country’s population, their 
dreams have to be fulfilled by providing them employment. 

For that it is important to raise proper infrastructure and we also have 
to raise the growth rate. It is also necessary that every citizen of our 
country has shelter, enough food to eat and security in the society with 
cordiality in the society, with these dreams in my mind I have jumped 
into politics and to fulfill those dreams I want to make a system in 
the party so that those with talent should be given the opportunity 
to perform.

Following is the interview he gave to the ‘Dainik Bhaskar, a Hindi 
daily.

Q.1 Are you ready to take the responsibility as Pm of the country?
Ans: We are a democratic organization. We believe in democracy. 

Representatives chosen by the people of India will decide who will 
be the country’s prime minister. Congress should come to power 
in the interest of the country. I will take up whatever responsibility 
is given to me by my party in the future and do it diligently to the 
best of my abilities.

Q.2 You have said that Congress will learn from Aam Admi Party 
(AAP)

Ans: The Congress party is a strong and dynamic organization. 
Congress had transformed the course of politics earlier and will 
do so in the future too. Ever since I have joined politics we have 
been raising these issues.  Aam Aadmi Party has executed some 
of these things. But both our attitude are different. I do not agree 
with them on many matters. Our decisions must be with a long 
term vision aimed at safety and security of the people, and must 
not be for short-term gains.

Q.3 it is being said that Congress leaders are not going to the grass 
roots. mPs/ mlA do not connect with the masses.

Ans:  No, it’s not so. It is a big generalisation. There are many qualified 
leaders in Congress. They are grass root workers. I also do not 
agree that the legislators are not going to the people. The party 
needs more younger people in it. We want more youth to join 
Congress. We have worked in this direction in the past years and 
would continue with that.

I Am A COngREss sOLDIER AnD I WILL 
DO WhATEvER my pARTy Asks mE TO 
DO: RAhuL gAnDhI

Q.4 What would you say about BJP’s Congress-free india campaign 
and narendra modi’s popularity?

Ans: BJP now wants personality based leadership which isn’t in the 
favour of the nation. The nation can’t run on the whims and fancies 
of a particular person. The future of 120 crore people can only be 
improved if we take everyone along. Congress is in the DNA of 
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this country. BJP needs to realise that Congress is the only political 
force that has kept the people of India united.

Q.5 What will be the role of Priyanka in the coming elections? Will 
she contest?

Ans: Priyanka is my sister and my friend. She is also an active Congress 
worker. In that context she helps in strengthening me and the 
organization. I do not think that she will have any election related 
role.

Q.6 Are you hundred per cent confident that the Congress-led uPA 
will again win the next general elections?

Ans: I believe that we have done tremendous work in the last ten years. 
We changed the development paradigm of our country. We brought 
in land mark policies like the MGNREGA, Right to Education 
and Land acquisition bills. Congress has been granting rights to 
the people. We gave right to information and right to forests. We 
granted rights to identity through Aadhar. We also provided the 
people with right to food. We will be remembered in history as 
the government which empowered the people.  

 As I have said earlier people sometimes, underestimate Congress. 
That had happened too in 2004 and 2009, but we did well. Coming 
general elections will be very exciting and I am confident that we 
will perform well in the polls.

 We need to improve the growth rate as we try to improve the 
education, health and employment. We have solid proposals in this 
direction in our election manifesto also which we will disclose in 
detail.

 Though you did not ask, I want to emphasise that the biggest 
strength in our country is its education system. But we need to open 
it for all. The present system is not able to cater the requirement of 
our population. In the past ten years Congress has been trying to 
ensure that maximum children attend schools and get educated. 
Our next endeavour is to strengthen and empower the teachers. 
We want to boost the system so that people can get jobs. We have 
opened the field of electricity. We have more highways now. Delhi-
Mumbai, Bangalore-Chennai corridors are under progress. We 
want to transform the country so that everyone will be benefitted.

Q.7 Why the Congress is losing its popularity? Are you happy with 
the performance?

Ans: I never claimed that all is well in the Congress party. There are 
some things to be fixed. I have conveyed my thoughts in this regard 
inside the party.

Q.8 how can you get people’s opinion on selection of candidates?
Ans: Congress wants strong democracy within the organization and we 

have been putting our efforts in that direction. You have witnessed 
now that, we have given a chance to the people to have their views 
in our manifesto. It is for the first time that the youth and other 
section of the society are getting an opportunity like this. I want 
every common man’s view reflected in the manifesto. I want this.

Q.9 some people say that you are reluctant to take big responsibilities?
Ans. Senior leaders take decisions in our party. That has been our 

tradition.

 Q.10 But that is not the question as to who takes the decision 
distancing yourself from responsibilities Congress would 
have its own way of taking decisions. my question is, are you 
like you said once that “power is poison”.... do you not want 
to take responsibilities?  

Ans: “Power is poison” does not mean that I am not willing to take 
responsibility. There is no word in my life called ‘reluctance’.  
“Power is poison” is an observation that a number of threats come 
along with the power and one must be cautioned how to deal with 
those threats. “Power is poison” means to use the power for the 
benefits of the people. Do not use power for selfish interests and 
for personal benefits.

Q.  But my question is straight will you accept any such 
responsibilities or will accept reluctantly or say i will consider, 
what will you say? 

Ans:Please understand no one in my family, has ever worked to gain 
power. Whether it was my grandmother or father. No one at all. 

Q. no i am not asking about power?
Ans: Look, I am a soldier of the Congress. I will obey whatever direction 

is given to me. Whatever Congress says I will do. My question is 
that why all argument stops at one post? Why is this discussion 
at National level. Why do we talk only of particular person or 
particular work? Why are we not talking about reforming politics? 
No one is willing to talk about changing the system. We should be 
talking about how we can change the political system.

Q.11 no, i am not talking about power. People are asking for a 
specific declaration. straight announcement. Why is the 
Congress not specific?

Ans: Congress has not been specific in this matter ever. I have fulfilled 
all the responsibilities given by my party earlier and will continue 
to do so in the future too.

 As far as power is concerned, I remember the words of Mahatma 
Gandhi. He had said, “think about the last person whenever you 
think about power”. The danger is that we forget that last person 
after coming to power.

Q.12 Why are the allies distancing themselves from the Congress?
Ans: It is not true that allies are running away from us. Discussions are 

on in this regard.  We have our ally intact in Jammu and Kashmir 
and Maharashtra. We have no allies in Bihar and discussions are 
taking place.

 Q.13 if you ally with lalu Prasad in Bihar then will it not damage 
the anti-corruption issue of the Congress? The issue will be 
completely demolished. Why will the Congress do this?

Ans: Discussions are still on. Our alliance committee will take an 
appropriate decision. Their decision will be acceptable to me.

 Q 14 What are your personal interest/ hobbies?
Ans:I enjoy swimming and running. I also practice meditation and 

Aikido Japanese martial art. We must be physically fit to stay 
mentally fit.  I am also very interested in technology. My father 
Rajiv Gandhi was a pilot and I also possess a pilot’s license. v
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Congress ViCe-President’s Visits

RAhuL gAnDhI In 
kERALA uRgEs 
WOmEn AnD 
yOungsTERs TO JOIn 
COngREss

A Report 

RAhuL gAnDhI TAkEs pART In yOuTh 
COngREss pADyATRA In kERALA
Thiruvananthapuram: Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi attended 
‘Yuva Kerala Yatra’ in Kerala’s Kayamkulam on 13 January, 2014. The 
rally was organised by state’s Youth Congress.

Rahul Gandhi arrived at Kochi airport in the afternoon and soon 
proceeded to Alappuzha to join the Kerala Yatra organised by the 
Youth Congress in the state. The Congress Vice-President, who came 
to participate in the ‘Yuva Kerala Yatra’ campaign, led by state Youth 
Congress president Dean Kuriakose, dropped in at a Primary health 
centre located between Kochi and Alappuzha and spent about half-
an-hour there. At the Community health Centre at Thuravoor, Rahul 
Gandhi interacted with the locals there. When he reached there, polio 
drop distribution was in progress and he immediately joined the 
campaign by giving polio drops to a baby. The Congress leader also 
had discussions with the ASHA volunteers there.

The Congress leader also lavished praise on the universal public health 
care system in Kerala, terming it as ‘one of the best in the country’. “Your 
health care system is reputed in India and outside. What is the secret 

behind it?” he asked hospital authorities. Rahul Gandhi 
also lauded the services rendered by nurses from the 
state not only in different parts of India but also in many 
foreign countries.

From the primary health Centre he proceeded to 
Kayamkulam and joined the yatra there. Huge number 
of Congress workers were assembled there to greet their 
favourite leader. Several top Congress leaders in the state 
also accompanied him. A big crowd of local people were 
present on both sides of the road to have a glimpse of the 
young Congress leader.

Rahul Gandhi was received at Nedumbassery airport 
near Kochi by Union Minister Vayalar Ravi, State Home 
Minister Ramesh Chennithala and other party leaders.

The yatra was flagged off last month and will cover the 
distance between Kasargod and Thiruvananthapuram. The 

‘Yuva Kerala Yatra’ highlighting slogans of secularism and non-violent 
society, was inaugurated by KPCC president and state Home Minister 
Ramesh Chennithala.

Shri Rahul Gandhi, when returning after participating in Youth 
Congress’ ‘Yuva Kerala Yatra’ at Noornad in Alapuzha district, spoke to 
media persons at Kochi International Airport in Nedumbassery “I invite 
all women and youngsters to work in the Congress,” said the Congress 
leader and stressed the need to encourage entrepreneurship in the state, 
which would help create more jobs. “I think it is also very important 
in a state like Kerala and the rest of the country, that women come into 
politics, and they play a big role in the political system. I would like to 
invite all the youngsters and women in Kerala to come forward, work 
with the Congress party, and to change the way politics works,” he added.

“We are trying to promote youngsters into politics as much as possible, 
and it was an excellent padh- yatra. One of the things I have asked (state 
Home Minister) Ramesh Chennithala to look into and the government 
to look into is the issue of jobs, and to try and develop as many young 
entrepreneurs as possible,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The Yatra campaign was led by State Youth Congress President Shri 
Dean Kuriakose, highlighting the themes of secularism and non-violent 
society. v
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RAhuL gAnDhI mEETs yOuTh 
REpREsEnTATIvEs In bAngALORE 

TO sEEk suggEsTIOns fOR 
COngREss mAnIfEsTO

Bengalur u:  C ongress 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  S h r i 
Rahul Gandhi met the 
youngsters in Bangalore 
on 11th January, 2014 
to seek their suggestions 
on party manifesto for the 
upcoming Lok Sabha polls. The 
Congress leader commented that 
though the Congress has been trying 
their best to serve the people, it is not 
good at marketing, unlike opposition 
parties.

“Our opposition markets better, works 
less. We work more but aren’t good at 
marketing,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi during a 
interactive session at the National Congress’ 
Consultation for the National Youth and 
Students’ Manifesto. “Congress was the 
only party that could take every Indian 
together - rich, poor, Hindu or Muslim”, said 
the Congress vice-president addressing the 
session which was attended by young Indians 
from varied backgrounds, including students, 
professionals, innovators, activists, researchers, 
artists and panchayat representatives.

Shri Rahul Gandhi added that the fundamental reason 
for inadequate space for the youth in politics was the 
process of selecting candidates. “The fundamental reason 
why there is inadequate space for the youth in politics is 
that the process of entry and promotion are not transparent. 
The real problem is the process of selecting candidates,” he said.  
“Does any party ask the people who the candidate from their area 
should be?” asked the Vice President.

Shri Rahul Gandhi stressed that bringing about a change involved 
creating institutions and processes that empower people. “Building 
systems takes time, it is not easy as it looks,” he said. The Congress 
leader further said that the true empowerment needs to be sustainable 

and long-term. “Short term empowerment is in fact disempowerment,” 
he said.  Shri  Rahul Gandhi said the country needs to open up higher 
education system and link it to the industrial system, NGO system 
and various other systems.

Responding to a comment of a participant from West Bengal on the 
atrocities against women, Shri Rahul Gandhi said one of the biggest 
problems in the country is the lack of power women have and the way 
they are treated. “If I want to bring about one change, it would be the 
empowerment of women,” he quipped. Shri Rahul Gandhi also 
commented that  true governance is 
that which provides dignity and 
respect to people and ensures 
their voices are heard.

This was the third consultation 
held by Congress to secure 
suggestions for its manifesto 
for the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections. v
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Education is a vast subject. With so many 
facets to look at, and so many questions 
urging to be answered, it can’t possibly 

be discussed with finality ever. Even I will not be 
touching upon all the issues involved. There is, 
however, a painful truth about education that we 
must acknowledge: It is not debated in our feckless 
society as much as is required. Instead, the society 
spends much longer time to discuss issues that 
can be easily categorised as trivial. Needless to 
say, education is the foundation of the entire social 
structure and needs to be taken seriously. Without 
this no development we desire can be achieved, be 
it in the realm of personality development, social 
and organisational systems or any other field of 
human activity.

Why then this non-serious attitude towards it?

The reason, perhaps, lies in the anomalies in the way we approach life. 
Indeed, there are many vital questions requiring a fresh and closer 
look. For example, with the advent of new technologies, several new 
vistas to knowledge have opened. We must strive to know the real 
nature of these new windows, why are they there and who will be the 
ultimate beneficiary?    

Similarly, there are these ever begging questions of how our brains work, 
what is in our minds and in our thoughts? Who controls that? How does 
the human mind decipher it? Would the brain do it on its own, or, wait 
for the machine to tell the new meanings? More importantly, would or 
should we accept that machine-based conclusion as the gospel truth? 

And it leads to a bigger question. Is it not interference in the human 
nature that has evolved logically over the past millenniums? Can 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) replace natural talent and intelligence? There 
are many questions that need to be deliberated in detail. Here, I will 
touch upon some of them leaving the rest to the ‘gods’ of tomorrow to 
ponder over, debate and decide. 

There is a general perception, and not without reason, that the newer 
generation is far more intelligent, aware and imaginative compared to 
the preceding one. I largely agree with this hypothesis. There have been 

many studies, all reaching similar conclusions, 
that ever since the Second World War the IQ 
levels have been constantly rising. Our brains 
are more active now and the thinking faculties 
are improving by the day. It is happening in every 
country in the world, rich or poor. Obviously, 
India can’t be an exception. The results are there 
for everyone to see, if the marks obtained and 
percentages in examinations are to be believed! 

But this indication, at times, crosses all limits to 
reach the level of being utterly ridiculous. I will 
give you an example from the Delhi University 
where I taught for a long time. In 2011 and again 
in 2013, the cut-off percentage for admission to 
various colleges, at least in some subjects, touched 
100 per cent. This raises many questions. Like, has 
the IQ of the new generation, and its capability, 

really reached a point that it does not require improvement? Is this 
generation actually better by at least forty per cent from the one which, 
not so long back, scored 60-62 per cent marks and stood first? Or, is it a 
case that our education system in general and the examination system 
in particular had undergone a complete over haul? 

Professor James Flynn, political scientist from Otago University in New 
Zealand, believed that Raw IQ is rising the world over at the rate of 
three points per decade. At this rate it had to reach 100 per cent some 
day soon. Professor Flynn conducted this study in the seventh decade 
of the last century. Forty years hence, questions are being raised about 
its conclusions. I am also raising the same question; have we really 
become more intelligent than our forefathers? To me, it is not the 
complete truth. Indeed, we have improved in the areas of information, 
speed and structured logic. But, does that necessarily mean our brains 
have improved in all areas of knowledge? Here, I am most certainly 
differentiating between pure information and pure knowledge. Yes, it 
is true that some previously non-existent new text has been added to 
our information bank and, in that context alone, we appear to have 
marched forward a great deal. 

Noted American scholar Nicholas Carr’s new book called ‘The Shallows’ 
deals with this subject in detail. Contrary to Professor Flynn, Carr finds 

EDuCATIOn, TEChnOLOgy, 
LAnguAgE AnD mAnkInD

- Janardan  Dwivedi
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that the new technologies have not added much in the basic areas of 
memory, vocabulary, general knowledge and simple arithmetic. In 
fact, in these areas we continue to be where we were a hundred years 
ago. I quote Carr:

“Our brains have become more adept at working out problems in 
abstract and visual sections but we have made little or no progress 
in expanding personal knowledge, basic academic skills on ability 
to communicate complicated ideas clearly.”

I see it a bit differently. If one was to treat all new machines, particularly 
computers, as mechanical toys, I would not hesitate to say that it is 
turning the human brain into a machine. It has figures, symbols and 
water-tight compartments which, unlike the human brain, don’t go 
beyond your explicit command. Different from the toys of the yore 
which one could manoeuvre, here you join the machine as a small part 
of the machine itself to play with it. Trying to be compatible, you don’t 
mind succumbing to the machine. 

This also raises the question if the new technology like the internet 
is changing the way we read and think. One wonders if in order to 
enter the new world quickly, one is getting lost in the maze. It is quite 
possible that over- mechanisation, in times to come, may cripple our 
faculties of deeper analysis, understanding finer points and deciphering 
nuances. This concern is not mine alone. It’s for everyone to think, or 
else education, talent and wisdom would become mere words with 
little meaning. This leads to a scary thought that Artificial Intelligence 
finally would not be in the machine but in the human mind. Here I 
quote Nicholas Carr again:

“In this world people have become so machine-like that most 
human character turns out to be a machine. As we come to rely 
on computers to mediate our understanding of the world, it is our 
own intelligence that flattens into Artificial Intelligence.”

In the old-world Indian knowledge system and its social order, 
acquiring and preserving knowledge largely depended on how carefully 
you heard and memorised the text. From ancient times, the system has 
revolved around three critical concepts — Shruti, Aavritti and Smriti 
— (Listening, Repeating and Memorising) that became the basis of 
India’s cultural development. From this emerged the streams of thought 
processes leading to profound concepts enshrined in the Vedas and 
other texts. Tiny achievable goals and the focus on immediacy that 
rules the world now would make it even more important that we strive 
for far reaching thoughts and encourage new thought processes that 
seem to have become biggest casualty of the new world order.  This can 
never be a machine-led approach as thoughts are not manufactured in 
assembly-line factories.

To think and to keep dealing in thoughts reminds me of an 
autobiography. This is an account of a person who did not complete his 
education but went on to become one of the most successful people of 
the modern world. Yes, I am talking about Bill Gates. In his adolescent 
years he used to spend a lot of time in his basement garage. One day his 
mother called him out for lunch but Gates, lost in his thoughts, did not 
respond. He probably did not hear her. When she called again asking 
what he was up to, Gates said, “I am thinking.”

The machine in that garage was not important, the man was. In a sense, 
it was real intelligence attempting to create Artificial Intelligence. That’s 
how it ought to be. But, unfortunately, the reverse is also happening in 
our age which is worrisome. England’s biggest educational examination 

company, Ed Excel announced a year ago handing over the evaluation of 
essays to a machine with Artificial Intelligence. The machine would read 
and mark the students on the basis of language, grammar and thought. 
This definitely appears to be problematic, fraught with dangers.

A machine, after all, is a machine. It works as it has been set to work 
like. But a machine can’t take a decision. It can think, if at all it can, 
only up to the point it had been fed with. What could the machine do 
if some student went beyond the known stream of thoughts, charting 
a previously unknown path? If his/her natural intelligence exceeded 
the available knowledge, although it will always be rare, what will the 
machine do other than declaring the student incompetent! And this 
yet again leads to a larger question: What would the institutes and 
universities do whose mandate it is to promote, improve and harness 
talent? 

These questions shall be asked repeatedly as knowledge is more akin to 
a running stream that is bound to change its course with time. Resisting 
the change would mean stagnation and the system will start crumbling. 
It must have been probably a similar situation that an anguished Mark 
Twain, in half jest, famously said: 

“Never let school interfere with your education.”

Twain, obviously, was worried about the increasing gap between 
education and the education system of his age and time. We are 
witnessing it all over again and must reflect on it with all seriousness. 
Here, this can’t be a defense that Mark Twain was talking about 
school education and not higher education. The truth is that almost 
everywhere education is linear and for now can not be reversed. In 
fact, learning begins much before schools and even there it is linear. 
I am referring to education at home where one learns the basics of 
language that goes on to become the medium of acquiring knowledge 
at all stages in the future. 

Before I come to the issue of language, let me briefly talk about books for 
children who are on the first step of the flight of stairs of learning. Noted 
linguist and Indologist Max Muller, who wrote his autobiography over a 
hundred years ago called it, quite unimaginatively, ‘My Autobiography’ 
dealt with this subject in detail. Max Muller, defying odds that he may 
be called obscurantist, went beyond the known, established and logical 
theories of education prevailing in that age of industrial revolution 
where all focus was on scientific temper. He strongly argued that 
however unscientific it may be, children must be told stories of fairies, 
demons, magicians and animals who speak like human beings. He 
firmly believed that these stories will fire their imagination and open 
the door to a whole new unseen world.

Max Muller, most certainly, was criticised for being illogical, unscientific 
and promoting blind faith because these stories had nothing to do with 
the reality. That didn’t deter him at all. His argument was: So what if 
there are no animals that talk like human beings, children have their 
own realities. For, centuries ago the Panchtantra, Hitopadesh, Jataka 
and Aesop’s fables were created for education. If some people find them 
illogical, he said, let them. It was important for him that children must 
have dreams. I quote Muller:

“Some people think that from an educational point of view, a 
belief in this imaginary world must be mischievous. I doubt it...
What is reality or unreality to young children? How few people 
know what real reality is even after they have reached the age of 
fifty or sixty?”
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To me, these stories were designed to make children better human 
beings. Panchtantra and Hitopadesh stories were, as I understand it, like 
toys which are not mechanical. They play with your mind. They have 
a soul. To snatch them is like taking away the best toys the kids have. 
Depriving them of these is, in fact, snatching away their childhood and 
to an extent the basis of all education. These stories prepare them for all 
eventualities, all realities of later day life, a job that modern education 
strives to do. Universities can’t play this role as this happens much 
before they come into the picture. Experience tells us that children 
who have come through this process often make better raw material 
for the universities and the society at large. 

I now turn to language. I think language – particularly acquired 
language – controls not only our thinking capabilities but also the will 
power. This control is far greater than we can imagine. We all know 
that the foundation bricks of language are laid during one’s childhood. 
It is one way of arming the children and the society to face the ever 
uncertain realities of life. Usually, better equipped are the ones who 
emerge victorious. Others become subservient, colonised, decimated. 
Nigerian author Chinua Achebe, who passed away recently, always 
felt that you can easily differentiate between the well-equipped and 
ill-equipped people by knowing who has what kind of armory. I quote 
Chinua:

“Language is a weapon and you must know how to use it. There 
is no point in fighting a language.”

Let me go a little deeper in this issue. Kenyan educationist Professor 
Ngugi Wa Thiong’o has been working on the language issue for a long 
time. In one of his famous books ‘Decolonising the Mind’ Wa Thiong’o 
says a language can make or destroy civilisations in a way that gunfire 
can never achieve. Take away someone’s language and you turn them 
into mental slaves. The point of reference for him was the African 
languages experience which is now trying to find its moorings again. 
Language is the carrier of cultures and culture in turn provides the 
foundation for the values that help us find our place in the world.

I referred to Achebe and Wa Thiong’o for a simple reason that the 
process of destroying the languages has not stopped and neither 
the fight to restore back its primacy. Of the over seven thousand 
languages the world has today, close to five thousand are on the verge 
of extinction. Linguistic surveys suggest that a language dies every 
fourteen days. Simple arithmetic will tell you that by the middle of the 
next century, half of the existing languages would have disappeared 
from the face of the earth. And, let’s be very clear about this, when a 
language dies, it does not die alone. It takes away with it the history, 
culture, environment and minds of the region where they once flowered. 
Linguistic colonialism, even now, is a real threat and it has to be dealt 
with firmly. Just imagine the fact that today 92 per cent people use 
only five per cent of the languages. The other eight per cent speak the 
remaining 95 per cent.

UNESCO’s Language Atlas of 2005 lists all these seven thousand 
languages and areas where they are spoken. Given India’s population of 
1.2 billion plus, it is not at all surprising that of the top thirty languages, 
eleven are predominantly spoken there. It has become the language 
crucible of the world as it once was for civilisations like Mohen-jo-daro, 
Harappa, Kalibanga and Dhaulavira. The onus to keep it churning is on 
us and our institutions of higher studies. They have to produce armies, 
if I can call them that, of capable people who can guard and defend 
this colossal history and cultural legacy. For this, however, they have 

to go far beyond the mindsets of looking at degrees and unbelievable 
percentages.

This is not at all my case that a system can be perfect. Perfection should 
never be there for this is not only a eutopian concept and a myth, it is 
inherently detrimental to development. But the fact remains that the 
goal of perfection encourages and mentally empowers us to move in 
that direction. Even this is enough and quite valuable. The mirage of 
perfection and completeness can lead to sure death. It has happened 
with many a thought processes earlier and may repeat itself if we are 
not careful.  v

The author is a Senior Congress Leader and a AICC general Secretary

We brought the Lokpal bill and we want to bring other bills too. If they 
are truly against corruption, come help us to set up a framework. I would 
like to say on Adarsh society that I advise that it should be reconsidered.
The issue here is about building a framework against corruption. If 
you are serious about this and if the country is serious about this then 
let’s talk.
See what happens if the opposition gets together with us and passes 
anti-corruption laws.
I hear again and again talk about corruption, but I don’t see systematic 
action. We brought in Parliament house again and again. Big speeches 
won’t help the cause. We brought the RTI, we brought in the Lokpal 
and the amount of benefit the country will get from this framework. It 
won’t be possible through talks and it is fashionable to talk but if you 
want change, enact the laws. Thank you! 

RAhuL gAnDhI WAnTs mAhARAshTRA gOvT TO 
RECOnsIDER ADARsh DECIsIOn
new delhi : Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi held a meeting 
with Chief Ministers on 27th December, 2013  to discuss the formation 
of Lokayukt and the framework to combat the corruption in the Nation.
“Let’s stop talking, let’s start working. We want to take the stipulations 
in the national level Lokpal to the state level Lokpal as well.” Rahul 
Gandhi said in a press conference after the meeting.  
“We meet today on two main issues which are corruption and Lokpal, 
and there was also price rise. We are very concerned about the rising 
of price of vegetables and fruits. Congress chief ministers decided that 
till February, the accountability and stipulations in the national level 
Lokpal will be taken to state level.” Rahul Gandhi added.
The Congress Vice President also stated that there are number of 
bills are pending in the Parliament, Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha. He is 
constantly emphasizing on the matter to combat the corruption and 
also talked about the ‘mechanism’. “If you want to fight corruption, 
create a mechanism. What is that mechanism, there are number of bills 
pending in Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha; let us get together and pass those 
bills.” Rahul Gandhi added.
 “If we need to fight corruption then we need a framework not just at 
the national level but also state level. Congress party is working towards 
this now” aid the Congress leader and underlined the policy of his own 
party….”There is only one party which is talking about the system... 
everyone else is talking”. v

continued from page 27

WE ARE COmmITTED TO CREATE A fRAmEWORk 
TO fIghT CORRupTIOn: RAhuL gAnDhI
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Hindu-Muslim unity and security of minorities in both India 
and Pakistan were engaging the Mahatma more than other 
issues during the days leading to his martyrdom on January 

30, 1948.

In late 1947, Dr. Rajendra Prasad took over as Congress President from 
Acharya Kriplani. Gandhiji was invited to address the AICC meeting 
which was held in Delhi. In what turned out to be his last speech at 
a gathering of Congressmen the 
Mahatma said: “There are many 
places today where a Muslim cannot 
live secure. There are miscreants 
who will kill him or throw him out 
of a running train for no reason 
other than that he is a Muslim….I 
am ashamed of what is happening 
today; such things should never 
happen in India - - - - - We would 
be betraying the Hindu religion if 
we did evil because others had done 
it… The wicked sink under the 
weight of their own evil. Must we 
also sink with them?... You must be 
humane and civilized, irrespective of 
what Pakistan does. If you do what 
is right, Pakistan will sooner or later 
be obliged to follow suit.”

 Before concluding his address 
Gandhiji reminded Congressmen 
of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru’s immense 
value to the nation: “He is respected 
outside India as one of the world’s 
greatest statesman - - - even by 
those who have fabulous wealth, vast 
armies and the atom bomb.”

As the year 1948 commenced 
Gandhiji’s inner voice prevailed 
upon him that ‘he must fast and not 
resume eating until and unless he 

was satisfied that there was a reunion of hearts 
of all communities. According to Rajmohan 
Gandhi, his grandson and biographer, the 
Mahatma decided to go on fast because: “We 
know the events that caused the agony: a bid by 
Hindu and Sikh refugees on 4 January to eject 
Muslims from their homes in North Delhi and 

t a k e  o v e r 
their homes; 
a 6 January 
attack on a 
gurdwara in 
Karachi where Sikhs from Upper 
Sind had taken refuge, resulting in 
120 dead; the Nehru-Patel friction; 
the letter we have seen from the 
Andhra veteran; a request on 11 
January for ‘a passage to England’ 
from a group of Muslims who 
were opposed to Pakistan but felt 
unsafe in Delhi; and a decision by 
the Government of India, linked to 
the conflict in Kashmir, to withhold 
payment of the Rs.55 crores owed to 
Pakistan under an agreement signed 
in November for sharing the assets 
and liabilities of undivided India.”

Gandhiji’s last fast began on 13 
January. The very next day both 
Pt. Nehru and Sardar Patel, despite 
their strong reservations, had the 
Cabinet reverse its decision and 
released Rs.55 crores to Pakistan. 
However the Mahatma continued 
to fast till complete peace and 
harmony was restored in Delhi. 
When Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the 
Congress President, and Maulana 
Azad met Gandhiji and asked him 

13Th JAnuARy TO 30Th JAnuARy

ThE LAsT fEW DAys 
bEfORE mAhATmA’s 
mARTyRDOm

Praveen davar
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what he expected of Delhi citizens, 
the Mahatma replied: ‘Muslims 
should be allowed to hold their 
annual fair at the mausoleum of 
Khwaja Qutubuddin. Mosques 
converted into temples and 
gurudwaras should be returned.  
Muslims should be ensured safety 
in their homes and on trains. The 
economic boycott imposed against 
Muslims in some Delhi localities 
should be lifted.”

A peace pledge signed by more 
than two lakh people was handed 
over to the fasting Mahatma by 
leaders of all communities who 
assured him of acceptance of 
his demands. On January 18, in 
the presence of Maulana Azad, Pakistan High Commissioner Zahid 
Hussain and representatives of Hindu, Muslims, Sikh communities 
and communal organizations like the RSS and Hindu Mahasabha. Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad assured the Mahatma: “We take the pledge that we 
shall protect the life, property and faith of the Muslims and that the 
incidents which have taken place in Delhi will not happen again.”  With 
a disarming smile on his face Gandhiji replied, ‘you have given me all 
that I had asked for’, and broke his 6 days fast.  He, however, warned 
that he will not ‘shirk another fast’ should he afterwards discover that 
he deceived himself into breaking it prematurely.

On January 20, seven men in a pre planned conspiracy including his 
assassin-to-be Godse, Madanlal Pahwa, Digambar Badge and Apte, 
joined Gandhi’s prayer meeting at Birla House with the objective 
of killing him. As planned the bomb exploded but could not effect 
its target. Pahwa was apprehended but the other six escaped. His 
investigation threw light on his fellow conspirators and their political 
affliation with RSS/Hindu Mahasabha. Though security at Birla House 
was strengthened a little, Gandhiji refused permission for frisking 
persons participating in his prayer meetings.

On January 23, the Mahatma remembered Subash Chandra Bose whose 
birthday it was. Till January 29 he met a stream of visitors who included 
Vincent Sheean, Kingsley Martin and Margaret Bourke-white. They 
discussed non-violence, atom bomb, violence in Gandhi’s India and life 
in the modern world. Gandhiji attended the annual fair at the tomb of 
Khwaja Qutubuddin, Mehrauli and made the congregation take a vow 
that they would not allow strife again. On 29th evening his son, Devdas 
alongwith his wife Lakshmi met him. When Devdas asked his father, 
how does the ship of the state fare?’, Gandhiji replied (referring to Pt. 
Nehru and Sardar Patel): ‘I am sure the little differences will vanish. 
But things may have to wait my return from Wardha.’ Gandhiji was 
scheduled to go to Wardha on February 2 and, on return, planned to 
visit Pakistan. The assasins bullet will ensure that both the journey to 
Wardha and the historic visit to Pakistan never takes place.

On the morning of Friday, 30th January, Gandhiji, as was his routine, 
got up at 3.30 and at 3.45 along with his companions recited his 
morning prayer: ‘Forgive, O Merciful and loving God of Gods, all my 
sins, of hand or foot, body or speech, eye or ear, of commission or 
omission - - - - - I ask neither for a kingdom nor for heaven nor for 

liberation but only for an end to 
the pain of the suffering one - - 
- - -.’ Till eight, in the morning 
he worked on a few notes and 
drafts alongwith his secretary 
Pyarelal. At eight after a bath, 
he had his breakfast and met a 
few people who included an old 
associate of South African days 
and a group of Delhi Muslims 
who encouraged him to leave for 
Wardha. Their leader said:  ‘we 
will find out, what Delhi is like 
in your absence.’

In the forenoon Pyarelal showed 
Gandhiji an editorial in the 
London Times which had written 
an exaggerated account of alleged 

rift between Pt. Nehru and Sardar Patel. Gandhiji said he will raise the 
question with Patel who was seeing him at four in the afternoon, and 
with Nehru who was to see him at seven in the evening. As destiny 
would have it Patel saw Gandhiji as scheduled but Nehru was deprived 
of the opportunity.

Vallabhai Patel’s last meeting with Gandhiji commenced at 4.15 and 
continued beyond five which was the time for the prayer meeting. 
During the meeting the Mahatma stressed that he had ‘come to the firm 
conclusion that the presence of both (Nehru & Patel) in the Cabinet was 
indispensable. Any breach in their ranks would  be disastrous Gandhiji 
left for the prayer meeting at 5.10, ten minutes behind schedule placing 
his hands on the shoulders of Abha, who was on his right and Manu, 
on the left, Gandhiji laughed, and said in lighter vein to them, that ‘it 
is your fault that I am ten minutes late. It is the duty of nurses to carry 
on their work even if God himself should be present there. If it is time 
to give medicine to a patient and you hesitate, the poor patient, may 
die. I hate it if I am late even by a minute.’

As Gandhiji entered the prayer ground he was shot dead by Nathuram 
Godse who fired three shots from his pistol, one into his stomach and 
two into his chest. As he had wished the words “Hey Ram” escaped the 
Mahatma’s lips before his last breath.  

Within a couple of hours Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru’s broadcast to the nation: 
“Friends and comrades, the light has gone out of our lives and there is 
darkness everywhere - - - - - - the light has gone out, I said, and yet it 
was no ordinary light. The light that has illuminated this country for 
these many years will illumine this country for many more years, and 
a thousand years later, that light will be seen in this country, and the 
world will see it and it will give solace to innumerable hearts.” There 
could not have been more prophetic words. The relevance of Gandhi 
will continue for generations to come. His message will always remain 
an inspiration for the whole mankind.

(The writer is Editor, The Supreme Saviour)

Reference: 
1. Gandhi: His Life and Thought by Acharya Kriplani.

2. The Good Boatman by Rajmohan Gandhi.
3. Selected speeches of Jawaharlal Nehru
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In the thoughts of Gandhiji, ahimsa is the main 
ingredient. Ahimsa is not any superhuman 
alternative. This is the collective strength of all 

the people which he used in fighting against any 
discrimination and can be used against injustice and 
its perpetrator. Satyagraha, non-cooperation, boycott, 
hunger strike in public interest, non-violent protest, 
civil disobedience, non-violent obstruction are various 
dimensions of ahimsa. Ahimsa gathers inspiration and 
strength from truth. Gandhiwadi ahimsa is not just 
a personal moral conduct which includes not to hurt 
others, loving each other and keeping sympathy with 
others. This is for all social life, for all countries and 
for all ages.

Ahimsa is a well-established principle which was used 
by Gandhiji till the end of his life. The struggle which 
he carried out in Africa, the basis of it was ahimsa. After 
returning from Africa he carried out agitation and in 
all of them the principle of ahimsa was the main criteria – whether 
it was non-cooperation movement, civil disobedience movement 
or satyagraha. In 1942 under his leadership the last public agitation 
for India’s freedom was held. Whatever proposals he kept before the 
Working Committee, ahimsa was clearly seen there – everyone who 
wants complete freedom, they should have full faith in truth and ahimsa 
and should work according to it.

This question has been kept arising that ahimsa is the greatest weapon 
of the twentieth century but is it also relevant in the present context? 
The answer to it is that whenever there is an incident of murder then 
Gandhiji and his ahimsa comes to mind during which it shows that 
Gandhiji stayed glued to his principles even when he was bullet ridden. 
Be it president Obama of world superpower America or be it the three 
women who received the Noble Prize – in their view ahimsa believer 
Gandhiji was leader not only of India but of the whole world. In Jordan, 
Tappul Kerman who played a vital role against the oppressors has the 
photo of non-violent struggler Gandhiji in his house, president Allen 
Jhonson Sirleaf of Liberia who carried out a struggle to establish 
democracy is the African continent took inspiration from Gandhiji, 
Limha Bovi who struggled for the rights of the women repeats the saying 
of Gandhiji that there is certain end of those who stand for violence.

In the words of Great leader of South Africa Nelson Mandela, ‘today 
when we are struggling for the first democratic elections then the 
inheritance of Gandhiji becomes all the more significant. Gandhiji 
was always dedicated towards ahimsa. With trust and without using 
harsh words he used to select a way out through discussion but when 
the oppressors turned away from their words then he used to return 
to non-violent public protest. He always found success in discussion 
to sort out public action. This principle of his was found successful in 
bringing together lakhs of South Africans.’ At the International Peace 
Day the statement of United Nations General Secretary is important 
– ‘Mahatma Gandhi’s message of ahimsa has helped in wiping out 
dictatorship. In the recent incidents happening in West Asia and North 
Africa indicate that there is great strength in ahimsa. This has shown an 
effective way to the suppressed people in Tunisia and Egypt. Repeating 
the same fact, President Barak Obama of America said – Gandhi was 
the great leader of the world. The transformation in Egypt by the moral 
strength of ahimsa reverberates with the historic moments of the Non-
Violent agitation of Mahatma Gandhi of India.’
Gandhiji has given inspiration to many people in the world including 
Martin Luther. Non-violent revolution is the future of the world. 
People are adopting this way. By adopting ahimsa, the world can make 
a better future. v

Author is a writer , Gandhian Thinker

mAhATmA gAnDhI
by madhusudan Tripathi
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Friends: The towering personality 
who was in our mid sttill but a few 
days ago is no longer with us to 

lead and guide us. The last of his mortal 
remains have gone to join the soil and 
water of India that he loved. Even though 
Jawaharlalji has passed from our sight, 
his work and his inspiration live on. And 
we, to whom was given the privilege of 
being his countrymen, contemporaries 
and colleagues must now brace ourselves 
to the new tasks ahead, and face up to the 
situation whose very prospect we once 
used to dread—the situation of an India 
without Jawaharlal.

There comes a time in the life of every 
nation when it stands at the cross-roads 
of history and must choose which way to 
go. But for us there need be no difficulty 
or hesitation, no looking to right or 
left. Our way is straight and clear—the 
building up of a socialist democracy at 
home with freedom and prosperity for all, 
and the maintenance of world peace and 
friendship with all nations abroad. To that straight road and to these 
shining ideals we re-dedicate ourselves today.

No better beginning could have been made than by my colleagues of the 
Congress Party, who in the hour of decision resolved to come together. 
I am also grateful to the nation for the way it has received my taking 
over of the heavy burden cast on me. What I need in the discharge of 
these heavy responsibilities is the willing co-operation of our people. 
They are our real source of strength and it is from them that I shall 
seek to draw my inspiration.

Among the major tasks before us, none is of greater importance for 
our strength and stability than the task of building up the unity and 
solidarity of our people. Our country has often stood as a solid rock 
in the face of common danger and there is a deep underlying unity 
which runs like a golden thread through all our seeming diversity. But 
we cannot take national unity and solidarity for granted, or afford to 
be complacent, for there have been occasions when unfortunate and 
disturbing divisions, some of them accompanied by violence, have 
appeared in our society. I know that these disturbances gave a deep 
shock and caused great anguish to Jawaharlalji who had, all through 
his life, worked untiringly for communal harmony and mutual 

toleration. Let not people in different 
parts of the country, however strong 
their feelings might be on particular 
issues, ever forget that they are Indians 
first, that all differences must be resolved 
within the unalterable framework of one 
nation and one country. Let us make 
every endeavour to foster this feeling of 
oneness and to carry forward the work 
of national integration started with the 
National Integration Conference in 1961.

Political democracy and the way it has 
functioned in our country is surely a 
great achievement. Here again we owe 
an immeasurable debt to Jawaharlalji for 
his deep attachment to democracy as a 
form of Government and as a way of life. 
There is something in our older cultural 
heritage too. I have particularly in view 
that enduring strand in Indian life 
which can best be described as respect 
for the human personality and the spirit 
tolerance. I have no doubt in my mind 
that it is only by methods of persuasion 

and mutual accommodation and by a constant search for areas of 
agreement as the basis for action that democracy can work out. It is in 
this spirit that I shall devote myself to the duties and responsibilities 
of the office I have been called upon to fill.

Of all the problems facing us, none is more distressing than that of the 
dire poverty in which tens of millions of our countrymen continue 
to live. It is my great desire to be able to lighten in some measure the 
burden of poverty on our people. In this, I remember particularly the 
claims of the most backward sections like the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, who have suffered neglect, and have had to endure 
disabilities for many centuries. It would be my proud privilege to work 
for the establishment of a more just social order.

At the moment we are in the process of building up our defences. The 
burden is a heavy one, but recent events have left us with no choice. 
There can be no let-up in these preparations, but we are determined that 
they should not affect our first and foremost priority—the development 
of our economy.

The main question before us is that of executing our plans and policies 
and finding ways of introducing the vigour and efficiency that they 
require.

triButes

shAsTRIJI’s fIRsT bROADCAsT TO 
ThE nATIOn As pRImE mInIsTER  
(11 June, 1964)

Lal Bahadur shastri  
2nd october 1904 - 11 January 1966
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This naturally takes me to the problem of efficiency and integrity of the 
administration. Our public services on the whole responded well to the 
numerous calls that have been made upon them since Independence. 
But there is a widespread feeling—which I share—that extensive reform 
of the administration is essential if the tasks of economic development 
and social reconstruction are to be acco-mplished. Apart from this, it is 
essential in a democracy that the public services should be sensitive to 
the feelings and sentiments of individual citizens. They should under 
all circumstances function not only with formal courtesy but in a spirit 
of service, sympathy and humanity. The administrative organisation 
and its methods and processes must be modernised if it is to become 
an effective instrument of economic change. I shall do my best to see 
that these major problems receive systematic attention and I shall 
apply myself closely to the problem of administrative reform in its 
various aspects.

I know that our people are full of enthusiasm and that they are prepared 
to accept many sacrifices in order to keep the nation stable and strong. 
But sometimes their impatience gets the better of them and then there 
are unfortunate happenings which cause pain to everyone. Discipline 
and united action are the real source of strength for the nation. May I 
also appeal to the members of the various political parties to lend us a 
helping hand in the task of national reconstruction? Similarly the Press 
can play a very useful role as indeed they have been doing all this time. 
Theirs is a position of great strength and influence and I have no doubt 
that their influence will always be exercised for the public good. We are 
all of different elements, working in different ways towards a common 
goal—the service of the people. I shall respect these differences, but I 
shall continue to lay emphasis on the oneness of our objective.

In the realm of foreign affairs we shall continue to seek friendship and 
develop our relations with all countries irrespective of their ideology or 
political systems. Non-alignment will continue to be the fundamental 
basis of our approach to world problems and our relations with other 
countries. It will be our special endeavour to further strengthen our 
relations with neighbouring countries. With most of our neighbours 
we have friendly and co-operative relations. We have problems with 
some of them which we would like to settle peacefully and amicably 
on an equitable and honourable basis.

India and Pakistan are two great countries linked together by common 
history and tradition. It is their natural destiny to be friends with each 
other and to enter into close co-operation in many fields. Goodwill and 
friendship and mutual co-operation between these countries will not 
only be of immense benefit to them but will make a great contribution 
to peace and prosperity in Asia.

Far too long have India and Pakistan been at odds with each other. 
The unfortunate relations between the two countries have somehow 
had their repercussions on the relations between communities in the 
two countries, giving rise to tragic human problems. We must reverse 
the tide. This will require determination and good sense on the part 
of the Governments and peoples of both India and Pakistan. President 
Ayub Khan’s recent broadcast showed both wisdom and understanding 
and it has come just at the appropriate time. However, a great deal of 
patience will still be necessary.

It had always been our desire to establish friendly relations with China. 
But all our efforts were nullified by the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China. China has wronged us deeply and offended our 
Government and people by her premeditated aggression against us. 

Despite our strong feelings about this aggression we have shown our 
desire for a peaceful settlement by accepting in toto the Colombo 
proposals. We adhere to them and it is for China to reconsider her 
attitude towards these proposals and to give up the anti-Indian 
campaign that has been carried on in China and also amongst our 
friends in Asia and Africa.

For the greater part of this century the names of Gandhi and Nehru 
have been symbols of the movement of subject peoples for freedom 
from colonial domination. We who have gone through our own struggle 
for freedom cannot but look with sympathy at peoples struggling for 
freedom anywhere. Our country has, for many years, been a stout 
champion of the freedom of dependent nations at the United Nations 
and elsewhere in the councils of nations. Unfortunately there are still 
some parts of the world where colonialism remains and where large 
sections of people are denied freedom and fundamental rights. We 
would consider it our moral duty to lend all support to the ending 
of colonialism and imperialism so that people everywhere are free to 
mould their own destiny.

Our late Prime Minister was one of the founders of the Afro-Asian 
movement. We conceive of Afro-Asian solidarity not as an end in itself 
but as a means for achieving certain noble objectives. These are: to 
work for the freedom of the people of Asia and Africa to build up the 
area of peace and understanding among all nations; and to promote 
economic growth and higher living standards among our peoples. 
We seek no leadership of the Afro-Asian group. We are content to 
be humble collaborators with our sister nations in Africa and Asia in 
common cause of world peace and freedom of peoples.

We have always been a staunch supporter of the United Nations. As 
a member of that august body India has undertaken its full measure 
of responsibility in all aspects of the United Nation’s activities. My 
Government reaffirms its unflinching support for the United Nations. 
The United Nations is the one hope of the world for bringing peace 
and freedom to humanity. Towards the achievement of these goals 
India has played an active role in the past and will continue to do the 
same in the future.

The problem of problems that faces mankind today is the achievement 
of peace and disarmament. For countless generations mankind has been 
yearning for peace. The supreme task facing the United Nations is to 
ensure not only that war is banished but that war is made impossible. 
As President Johnson has said, a world without war would be the most 
fitting memorial to Jawaharlalji. We pledge ourselves, in co-operation 
with other peaceful nations of the world, to continue to work for the 
realisation of this ideal.

Before I conclude, may I repeat that I am only too conscious of 
magnitude of the tasks before us and the responsibility placed on my 
shoulders for the service of the people of my country. I approach these 
tasks and responsibilities in a spirit of humility and with love and 
respect for all my countrymen. I will try to serve them to the limit of my 
capacity. The memory of our departed leader is still fresh with us. With 
him has ended the great age which Gandhiji began and Jawaharlalji 
consolidated. We have now to build on the firm foundations they 
have left behind. Let us then bend ourselves to the great tasks before 
us —an India free, prosperous and strong and a world at peace and 
without war. These would he the most fitting memorials to Gandhiji 
and Jawaharlal. v
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Following is the resolution dealing with 
Non-cooperation which was moved by 
Gandhiji and carried by 1886 delegates 

against 884 at the Congress session, held at 
Calcutta in September 1920. 

In view of the fact that on the Khilaphat 
question both the Indian and Imperial 
Governments have signally failed in their duty 
towards the Muslims of India and the Prime 
Minister has deliberately broken his pledged 
word given to them, and that it is the duty of 
every non-Muslim Indian in every legitimate 
manner to assist his Muslim brother in his 
attempt to remove the religious calamity that 
has overtaken him; 

And in view of the fact that, in the matter of 
the events of the April of 1919, both the said 
Governments have grossly neglected or failed 
to protect the innocent people of the Punjab 
and punish officers guilty of unsolidierly and 
barbarous behaviour towards them, and have 
exonerated Sir Michael O’Dwyer who proved 
himself directly responsible for most of the 
official crimes and callous to the sufferings of 
the people placed under his administration, 
and that the debate in the House of Lords 
betrayed a woeful lack of sympathy with the 
people of India, and systematic terrorism and 
frightfulness adopted in the Punjab, and that 
the latest Viceregal pronouncements is proof 
of entire absence of repentance in the matter 
of the Khilaphat and Punjab; 

This Congress is of opinion that there can be 
no contentment in India without redress of the 
two aforementioned wrongs, and that the only 
effectual means to vindicate national honour 
and to prevent a repetition of similar wrongs in 

ExTRACTs fROm ThE pAsT 
ImpORTAnT AICC REsOLuTIOns

future is the establishment of Swarajya. 

This Congress is further of opinion that there 
is no course left open for the people of India 
but to approve of and adopt the policy of 
progressive non- violent Non-co-operation 
inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi until the said 
wrongs are righted and Swarajya is established; 

And inasmuch as a beginning should be made 
by the classes who have hitherto moulded and 
represented public opinions and inasmuch as 
Government consolidates its power through 
titles and honours bestowed on the people, 
through schools controlled by it, its Law 
Courts and its Legislative Councils, and 
inasmuch as it is desirable in the prosecution 
of the movement to take the minimum risk 
and to call for the least sacrifice compatible 
with the attainment of the desired object, this 
Congress earnestly advise; 

(a) surrender of titles and honorary offices and 
resignation from nominated seats in Local 
Bodies; 

(b) refusal to attend Government levees, 
durbars, and other official and semi-official 
function held by Government officials, or 
in their honour; 

(c) gradual withdrawal of children from 
schools and colleges owned, aided or 
controlled by Government, and, in place of 
such schools and colleges, the establishment 
of national schools and colleges in the 
various Provinces; 

(d) gradual boycott of British Courts by lawyers 
and litigants, and the establishment of 
private arbitration courts by their aid for 

the settlement of private disputes; 

(e) refusal on the part of the military, clerical 
and labouring classes to offer themselves as 
recruits for service in Mesopotamia; 

(f) withdrawal by candidates of  their 
candidature for election to the Reformed 
Councils, and refusal on the part of the 
voters to vote for any candidate who may, 
despite the Congress advice, offer himself 
for election; 

(g) boycott of foreign goods; 

And inasmuch as Non-co-operation has 
been conceived as a measure of discipline 
and self-sacrifice without which no nation 
can make real progress, and inasmuch as an 
opportunity should be given in the very first 
stage of Non-co-operation to every man, 
woman and child for such discipline and 
self-sacrifice, this Congress advises adopting 
of Swadeshi in piece-goods on a vast scale, 
and inasmuch as the existing mills of India 
with indigenous capital and control do not 
manufacture sufficient yarn and sufficient 
cloth for the requirements of the Nation, 
and are not likely to do so for a long time 
to come, this Congress advisees immediate 
stimulation of further manufacture on a large 
scale by means of reviving hand-spinning in 
every house and hand-weaving on the part of 
the millions of weavers who have abandoned 
their ancient and honourable calling for want 
of encouragement. 

extracts from the resolution on 
complete independence, lahore, 
1930
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This Congress, in pursuance of the resolution 
passed at its session at Calcutta last year, 
declares that the word “Swaraj” in Article 
1 of the Congress Constitution shall mean 
complete independence and further declares 
the entire scheme of the Nehru Committee’s 
report to have lapsed and hopes that all 
Congressmen will henceforth devote their 
exclusive attention to the attainment of 
complete independence for India. 

Extracts from the Resolution of the Congress 
Working Committee on Poorna Swaraj, 
Lahore, January 26, 1930

We believe that it is the inalienable right of the 
Indian people, as of any other people, to have 
freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil and 
have the necessities of life, so that they may 
have full opportunities of growth. We believed 
also that if any Government deprives a people 
of these rights and oppresses them, the people 
have a further right to alter it or abolish it. 
The British Government of India has not only 
deprived the Indian people of their freedom 
but has based itself on the exploitation of the 
masses, and has ruined India economically, 
politically, culturally and spiritually. We 
believe therefore that India must sever the 
British connection and attain Purna Swaraj 
or complete independence.

extracts from the AiCC 
resolution, Karachi, march 1931
Mahatma Gandhi moved the resolution on the 
declaration of the Fundamental Rights. The 
text was drafted by Jawaharlal Nehru: 

This Congress is of opinion that to enable 
the masses to appropriate what ‘swaraj’, as 
conceived by the Congress, will mean to 
them, it is desirable to state the position of 
the Congress in a manner easily understood 
by them. In order to end the ‘exploitation of 
the masses, political freedom must include real 
economic freedom of the starving millions. 
The Congress, therefore, declares that any 
constitution which may be agreed to on its 
behalf should provide, or enable the Swaraj 
Government to Provide, for the following:

Fundamental rights and duties
1. Fundamental rights of the people, including: 

1) Every citizen of India has the right of free 
expression of opinion, the rights of free 
association and combination, and the 

right to assemble peacefully and without 
arms, for purposes not opposed to law or 
morality. 

2) Every citizen shall enjoy freedom of 
conscience and the right freely to profess 
and practise his religion, subject to public 
order and morality. 

3) The culture, language and script of the 
minorities and of the different linguistic 
areas shall be protected. 

4) All citizens are equal before the law, 
irrespective of caste, creed or sex. 

5) No disability attaches to any citizen, by 
reason of his or her religion, caste, creed or 
sex, in regard to public employment, office 
of power or honour, and in the exercise of 
any trade or calling. 

6) All citizens have equal rights and duties in 
regard to wells, tanks, roads, schools and 
places of public resort, maintained out of 
State or local funds, or dedicated by private 
persons for the use of the general public. 

7) Every citizen has the right to keep and bear 
arms, in accordance with regulations and 
reservations made in that behalf. 

8) No person shall be deprived of his liberty 
nor shall his dwelling or property be 
entered, sequestered or confiscated, save 
in accordance with law. 

9) The State shall observe neutrality in regard 
to all religions. 

10) The franchise shall be on the basis of 
universal adult suffrage. 

11) The State shall provide for free and 
compulsory primary education. 

12) The State shall confer no titles. 

13) There shall be no capital punishment. 

14) Every citizen is free to move throughout 
India and to stay and settle in any part 
thereof, to acquire property and to follow 
any trade or calling, and to be treated 
equally with regard to legal prosecution 
or protection in all parts of India.

extracts from the AiCC resolution 
on Quit india, Bombay, August 8, 
1942
.... The Committee approves of and endorses 
that resolution and is of opinion that events 
subsequent to it have given it further 

justification and have made it clear that 
immediate ending of British rule in India is 
an urgent necessity both for the sake of India 
and for the success of the cause of the United 
Nations. The continuation of that rule is 
degrading and enfeebling India and making 
her progressively less capable of defending 
herself and contributing to world freedom. 

The Committee has viewed with dismay the 
deterioration of the situation of the Russian 
and Chinese people and records its high 
appreciation of their heroism in defence of 
their freedom. This increasing peril makes it 
incumbent on all those who sympathise with 
the victims of aggression, to examine the 
foundations of the policy so far pursued by the 
Allied Nations, which have led to repeated and 
disastrous failure. It is not by adhering to such 
aims and policies and methods that failure can 
be converted into success, for past experience 
has shown that failure is inherent in them. 

These policies have been on freedom as so 
much on the domination of subject and 
colonial countries and the continuation of 
the imperialist tradition and method. The 
possession of empire, instead of adding to the 
strength of the ruling power, has become a 
burden and a curse. India, the classic land of 
modern imperialism, has become the crux of 
the question, for by the freedom of India will 
Britain and the United Nations be judged and 
the peoples of Asia and Africa are filled with 
hope and enthusiasm. 

The ending of the British rule in this country 
is thus a vital and immediate issue on which 
depend the future of the war and the success 
of freedom and democracy. A free India will 
assure this success by throwing all her great 
resources in the struggle for freedom and 
against the aggression of Nazism, Fascism 
and Imperialism. This will not only affect 
materially the fortunes of the war, but will 
bring all subject and oppressed humanity on 
the side of the United Nations, and give these 
nations, whose ally India would be, the moral 
and sniritua1leadership of the world. India 
in bondage and the taint of that imperialism 
will continue to be the symbol of British 
imperialism and the taint of the imperialism 
will affect the United Nations. 

The peril of today, therefore, necessitates the 
independence of India and the ending of 
British domination. No future promises or 
guarantees can affect the present situation 
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or meet that peril. They cannot produce the 
needed psychological effect on the mind of the 
only the glow of freedom now can release that 
energy and enthusiasm of millions of people 
which will immediately transform the nature 
of the war. 

The A.I.C.C., therefore, repeats with all 
emphasis the demand for the withdrawal of the 
British power from India. On the declaration 
of India’s independence, a Provisional 
Government will be formed and free India will 
become an ally of the United Nations, sharing 
with them in the trials and tribulations of the 
joint enterprise of the struggle for freedom. 
The Provisional Government can only be 
formed by the co-operation of the principal 
parties and groups in the country. It will thus 
be a composite Government representative of 
all important sections of the people of India. 
Its primary functions must be to defend India 
and resist aggression with all the armed as 
well as the non-violent forces at its command, 
together with its Allied Powers, and to produce 
the well-being and progress of the workers in 
the fields and factors and elsewhere, to whom 
essentially all power and authority must 
belong. The Provincial Government will evolve 
a scheme for a Constituent Assembly which 
will prepare a constitution for the government 
of India acceptable to all sections of the people. 
This Constitution, according to the Congress 
view, should be a federal one, with the largest 
measure of autonomy for the federating units 
and with residuary powers vesting in these 
units.... Freedom will enable India to resist 
aggression effectively with the people’s united 
will and strength behind it. 

The freedom of India must be the symbol of 
and prelude to the freedom of all other Asiatic 
nations under foreign domination. Burma, 
Malaya, Indo-China, the Dutch Indies, Iran 
and Iraq must also attain their complete 
freedom. It must be clearly understood that 
must not subsequently be placed under the 
rule or control of any other colonial Power. 

While the A.LC.C. must primarily be 
concerned with the independence and defence 
of India in the hour of danger, the Committee 
is of opinion that the future peace, security 
and ordered progress of the world demand 
a world federation of free nations, and on no 
other basis can the problems of the modern 
world be solved. Such a world federation 
would ensure the freedom of its constituents, 

the prevention of aggression and exploitation 
by one nation over another, the protection of 
national minorities, the advancement of all 
backward areas and peoples, and the pooling 
of the world’s resources for the common good 
of all. On the establishment of such a world 
federation, disarmament would be practicable 
in all countries; national armies, navies and 
air forces would no longer be necessary and a 
World Federal Defence Force would keep the 
world peace and prevent aggression. 

An independent India would gladly join such 
a world federation and co-operate on equal 
basis with other countries in the solution of 
international problems. 

Such a federation would be open to all nations 
who agree with its fundamental principles. In 
view of the war, however, the federation must 
inevitably, to begin with, be confined to the 
United Nations. Such a step taken now will 
have a most powerful effect on the war, on 
the peoples of the Axis countries, and on the 
peace to come. 

The Committee regretfully realizes, however, 
that despite the tragic and overwhelming 
lesions of the war and the perils that overhang 
the world, the Government of few countries 
are yet prepared to take this inevitable step 
towards world federation. The reaction of 
the British Government and the misguided 
criticism of the foreign press also make it 
clear that even the obvious demand for India’s 
independence is resisted, though this has been 
made essentially to meet the present peril and 
to enable India to defend herself and help 
China and Russia in their hour of need. The 
Committee is anxious not to embarrass in any 
way the defence of China or Russia, whose 
freedom is precious, and must be preserved, 
or to jeopardize the defence capacity of the 
United Nations. But the peril grows both 
to India and these nations, and submission 
to a foreign administration at this stage is 
not only degrading India and reducing her 
capacity to defend herself and resist aggression, 
but is no answer to that growing peril and 
is no service to the peoples of the United 
Nations. The earnest appeal of the Working 
Committee to Great Britain and the United. 
Nations has so far met with no response and 
the criticisms made in many foreign quarters 
have shown an ignorance of india’s and the 
world’s need, and sometimes even hostility 
to India’s freedom which is significant of a 

mentality of domination and racial superiority 
which cannot be tolerated by a proud people 
conscious of their strength and the justice of 
their cause. 

The A.I.C.C. would yet again, at this last 
moment, in the interest of world freedom 
renew this appeal to Britain and the United 
Nations. But the Committee feels that it is no 
longer justified in holding the nation back 
from endeavouring to assert its will against 
an imperialist and authoritarian Government 
which dominates over it and prevents it from 
functioning in its own interest and in the 
interest of humanity. The Committee resolves, 
therefore, to sanction for the vindication 
of India’s inalienable right to freedom and 
independence, the starting of a mass struggle 
on non-violent lines, on the widest possible 
scale, so that the country might utilise all 
the non-violent strength it has gathered 
during the last 22 years of peaceful struggle. 
Such a struggle must inevitably be under the 
leadership of Gandhi and the Committee 
requests him to take the lead and guide the 
nation in the steps to be taken. 

The Committee appeals to people of India 
to face the dangers and hardships that will 
fall to their lot with courage and endurance, 
and to hold together under the leadership of 
Gandhiji and carry out his instructions as 
disciplined soldiers of Indian freedom. They 
must remember that non-violence is the basis 
of the movement. A time may come when it 
may not be possible to issue instructions or 
for instructions to reach our people, and when 
no Congress Committee can function. When 
this happens every man and woman who is 
participating in this movement must function 
for himself or herself within the four corners of 
the general instructions issued. Every Indian 
who desires freedom and strives for it must 
be his own guide, urging him on along the 
hard road where there is no resting place and 
which leads ultimately to the independence 
and deliverance of India. 

Lastly, while the A.LC.C. has stated its own 
view of the future government under free 
India, the A.LC.C. wishes to make it quite clear 
to all concerned that by embarking on a mass 
struggle it has no intention of gaining power 
for the Congress. The power, when it comes, 
will belong to the whole people of India.  v

Extracts from the book “The Congress and the 
making of Indian nation” part -2

From the ArChiVes
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ANDHRA PRADESH
Foundation Day

hyderabad: 129th Years of  Congress 
Foundation Day was celebrated here 
on December 28,  2013.  Shri  Botcha 
Satyanarayana, PCC President paid rich 
floral tributes and garlanded the portraits 

of A.O. Hume, Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. 
Narayan Subba Rao Hardekar.

He hoisted the party flag in the premises 
of APCC Gandhi Bhavan and said that 
Congress Party stands for sacrifice and total 
dedication towards the people.

Shri Botcha Satyanarayana opined that the 
Congress has waged a serious battle against 
corruption by passing the Lok Pal Bill in the 
Parliament.

According to Shri Sudhakar Babu TJR, 
general secretary, APCC, Ministers MPs, 
MLAs, MLCs, PCC Office-bearers, PCC 
spokespersons, chiefs of frontal organizations, 
cells & departments, APCC, PCC secretaries, 
joint secretaries and other important leaders 
of the party also took part in the event.

BIHAR
Sewa Dal meeting held

muzaffarpur: The District Congress Sewa 
Dal organized various programmes and 
celebrated the birth anniversaries of senior 

leader.

The  S ewa Dal  ce lebrated  the  bir th 
anniversaries of India’s first Prime Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at the Tilak Maidan 
on 14th November, 2013, the birth anniversary 
of Indira Gandhi on 19th November, 2013, 
the birth anniversary of Shri Sitaram Kesari 
on 19th November, 2013 and birthday of 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 
9th December, 2014.

They also celebrated the death anniversary 
of India’s first Home Minister, Sardar 
Vallabhbahi Patel on 15 December, 2013 
and paid tributes to him. Apart from this 
organizational meeting of the Sewa Dal was 
also held.

CHHATTISGARH
Free hearing aids given

raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Handicap Cell distributed hearing aids to the 
hearing impaired here on 4th December, 2013 
on the birthday of Dr. Charandas Mahant.

The Cell President, Shri Mahender Kochhar 
gave away hearing aids with solar charges to 
Bhukhiabhia, Kiran Gupta, Gopal Purohit 
and Lalit Pradhan. Shri Kochhar said that 
under the directive of Dr. Charandas Mahant 
the Handicap Cell is working for the welfare 
of the people. The cell will also operate free 
of cost the children suffering with split lips 
with the help of Dr. Sunil Kalra.

Hearing aids given on  
Soniaji’s birthday

raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Committee Handicap Cell distributed hearing 
aids free of cost to the hearing impaired on 
the occasion of AICC President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi’s birthday on 9th December, 2013. 

Cell President, Shri Mahender Kochar, Shri 

Vijay Chopra and Shri Mahvir Malu gave 
away hearing aids to Yasmin, Puspa Devi, 
Shantibai and Saraswati.

Reduce tarrif of power
raipur: The deputy leader of the Chhattisgarh 
Vidhan Sabha Dr. Nenu Jogi has asked the 
state government to take an example of Delhi 
and reduce tarrif of electricity in the state.

Dr. Jogi said the Chhattisgarh government 
has surplus production of electricity and 
where private plants also have been given 
permission. Despite using water, coal and 
other facilities of the state they are providing 
electricity to industrial houses on a higher 
rate and because of which small industries 
have closed down. People have to bear the 
shock of the enhanced electricity bills.

Dr. Jogi said that in favour of the small 
industries and the people, the state should 
reduce the price of power in the state.

CM patronizing illegal miners 
raipur: City Congress spokesperson Sandeep 
Tiwari said that City Congress President Shri 
Vikas Upadhaya led a protest demonstration 
on 3rd January, 2014 at Budhpara against the 
rising price of building materials like bricks, 
concrete stones, cement, sand and iron.

Shri Upadhaya said that for the past ten years 
the price of building material is continuously 
rising, by which the people from middle 
class and lower class are finding difficulty 
in building their houses. The reason behind 
this price rise is mainly due to illegal mining 
which is being carried out on the directive of 
the state administration.

The Department of Minerals is with the 
Chief Minister and still the situation is not 
good which shows that the Chief Minister is 
patronizing those involved in illegal mining. 
Supreme Court order states that mining 
should take place from six in the morning till 
six in the evening but it has been observed 
that mining continues till late in the night.

A memorandum in this regard has been 
handed over to the state Governor to hold 
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on enquiry into this illegal act.

DAMAN AND DIU
Foundation Day

nani daman (daman & diu): The Daman 
& Diu PCC celebrated the 129th foundation 
day of Indian National Congress with the 
hosting of flag at Congress headquarter by 
Shri Vishal Tandel President, PCC, Daman 
& Diu on 28th December, 2013.

A “Karyakarta Samellan” was organized 

wherein all the PCC office-bearer’s, DCC/
Block and Booth level member’s were 
present. Considering the 125th Birth 
anniversary of our beloved leader Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehruji, this celebration was 
organized on an large scale. About 1200 
workers attended this meet.

Shri Vishal Tandel addressed the gathering 
and all leaders paid homage and tributes to 
the founders of the party.

Many senior leaders including Shri 
Satishbhai Modasia, General Secretary, 
DDTCC, Shri Anil Tandel, Secretary, 
DDTCC, Shri Dhiru Dhodi, President, 
Daman DCC, Shri Rudresh Aribai, Vichar 
Vibhag and others shared their views.

President of DCC’s Mahila Congress, I/c 
Youth Congress, Seva Dal, BCC’s and Baal 
Congress attended this function.

HARYANA
Sonia Gandhi’s birthday celebrated
gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 
Committee spokesperson Shri Khazan Singh 

celebrated the birthday of AICC president 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 9th December, 2013 
among the people and heard their problems.

The people complained about sanitation, 
power and the erection of a ‘gaoshala’ Shri 
Khazan Singh gave instructions to the 
concerned officers present there and assured 
that their problems would be informed to 
the chief minister.

People who collected there were from 
Manohar Nagar, Baldev Nagar, Veer Nagar, 
Madanpuri, Phiroz Gandhi Colony, Patudi 
Chowk and a large gathering of jhuggi 
dwellers of Gurgaon.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Congress Party had shown it’s 

vigor by getting Lok Pal Bill passed 
in both houses of the Parliament: 

Prof. Soz
srinagar: Prof. Saifuddin Soz MP (Former 
Union Minister) & President J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee addressed public 
gatherings at Fatehpur (Anantnag) and at 
Frisal (Kulgam) on 22nd December, 2013.

First of all Prof. Soz apologized to the people 
for their long wait for his (Prof. Soz’s) arrival 
from Jammu through a delayed flight. Soon 
after his arrival he rushed to address these 
rallies and thanked the people as they were 
kept waiting for his (Prof. Soz’s) arrival 
inspite of inclement weather.

At both public Rallies Prof. Soz told the 
people that there was relief in his heart and 
mind that throughout the state, Congress 
Party workers were enthusiastic to protect 
the interests of the party and worked hard 
to realize the goals set by the party for 
promotion of the Party in all three regions 
of the state.

Prof. Soz explained threadbare his perception 
of the duty that Congress workers can 
perform and enjoy being in politics. And 
that is, identifying people’s problems and 
fighting for the resolution of these problems.

Prof. Soz emphasized that he (Prof. Soz) 
often feels sad that there are many problems 
with which people are confronted and these 
problems can be resolved; but these didn’t 
get resolved due to apathy of the system. 
It is here that Congress Party leaders can 
show their nerve to remain steadfast with 
the people and help them to solve their 
problems.

Prof. Soz told the workers that Congress 
Party had shown it’s vigor by getting Lok Pal 
Bill passed in both houses of the Parliament 
and it is a signal that Congress Party was 
going to fight corruption tooth and nail 
and people, especially of Congress Party, 
should welcome this legal measure to fight 
the corrupt system.

Prof. Soz responded to the issues and 
problems that had been explained in the 
Memorandum that was presented to him 
and he assured the people that the concerned 
Minister would be directed to visit these 
areas soon and sit with the Local Leaders to 
solve these problems.

Those who accompanied Prof. Soz included 
Bashir Ahmad Magrey MLC, Vice President, 
Farooq Andrabi, Senior Leader, Anayatullah 
Rather District Presidnet Kulgam, Hilal 
Shah District General Secretary DCC 
Anantnag.

Public Rally at Anantnag
srinagar: A largely attended and impressive 
public rally was held at Shangas (Anantnag) 
on 28th December, 2013 which was presided 
over by Prof. Saifuddin Soz, MP (Former 
Union Minister) & President J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee. Shri Ghulam Nabi 
Azad Hon’ble Union Minister of Health & 
Family Welfare and former Chief Minister 
of the State was the Chief Guest.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Ghulam Nabi 
Azad said that it was a happy coincidence 

that this day happens to be the Foundation 
Day of the INC which was 129 year old 
having led the freedom struggle for India 
with success and achieved marvelous 
milestones in respect of strengthening 
democracy and secularism in the country. 
Shri Azad stressed the fact that the Congress 
Party had contributed enormously to the 
overall development of the State over a 
long period of time, be it the development 
of infrastructure, health care, generation of 
power, construction of roads and the recent 
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railway line which now runs upto Baramulla. 
The recent development is the tunneling at 
Z-Morth and Zojila which can bring Ladakh 
region closer to Kashmir and to the Union of 
India. Shri Azad said that thousands of crores 
have been spent by the Union Government 
for the overall development.

Shri Azad told the gathering that he was 
happy that inspite of Congress Party’s rivals 
having tried to damage the Congress Party’s 
image, the fact remains that the Congress 
Party has become popular in Kashmir. The 
people of all the three regions have accepted 
Congress Party as a tool of service to them.

While addressing the gathering Prof. Soz 
appealed to the Congress workers to stand 
united and further strengthen the Congress 
party in all the three regions of the State as a 
powerful instrument of service to the people. 
He said that he (Prof. Soz) was satisfied that 
Congress had become a vibrant party in all 
the three regions of the state. He said that 
some people don’t agree when he stressed 
that Congress Party would be the largest 
political force in the 2014 election; but he was 
confident that Congress Party would prove 
its point to be correct. He (Prof. Soz) stressed 
further that Congress workers should not be 
complacent and they must work hard and 
continuously try to be friendly to the people 
and solve their problems.

Prof. Soz told the gathering that all their 
demands in respect of Development were 
acceptable to both of them (Soz and Azad) 
and they would work hard to resolve these 
problems. After hearing so many speeches 
on the occasion, he (Prof. Soz) assured 
the people that their aspirations in respect 
of ensuring Parliamentary and Assembly 
Elections would be properly appreciated 
and represented before the Party High 
Command.

Those who spoke on the occasion included 
Peerzada Mohd. Sayeed Minister for Haj 
& Auqaf, G.A. Mir, Minister for Tourism, 
Bashir Ahmad Magrey MLC, Vice President 
J&K PCC, Gulzar Ahmad Wani District 
President Anantnag, Anayatullah Rather 
District President Kulgam, Hilal Shah 
District General Secretary Anantnag and 
others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Tributes to Malviyaji

Jabalpur :  The bir th anniversar y  of 
educationist and freedom fighter Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malviya was celebrated here 

on 25th December, 2013.

All the speakers who paid their tributes said 

that while Mahatma Gandhi was leading 
people of the country into the freedom 
struggle, Malviyaji was busy educating them. 
Benaras Hindu University is an example of 
his efforts. Congressmen garlanded his statue 
at the Malviya Chawk.

C i t y  C o n g r e s s  P r e s i d e n t  D i n e s h 
Yadav, Gandhian leader Gulab Chand 
Darshancharya, freedom fighter Chhotelal 
Soni, Chief Organizer of Sewa Dal Jhallelal 
Jain, City vice-president Surendra Patel, 
Manoj Seth, Indra Kumar Soni, Rajpal 
Matharu, Vishnu Vinodia, Bhagtanram 
Singh, Bhola Thakur, Rambal Vishvakarma, 
Wahid Rhyne, Manoj Namdev, Anand 
Namdev, Vikas Vishvakarma and other 
congress leaders spoke about the life history 
of Malviyaji who knew well the importance 
of education.

BJP’s belief in Dramatics
Bhopal: Pradesh Congress president and MP, 
Shri Kantilal Bhuria has stated that the ‘Aao 
baneye Madhya Pradesh campaign’ in all the 
districts of the state from 5th January by the 
BJP government is another drama by them 
and added that the Shivraj Singh government 
did not do any fruitful work during their 
term from 2008 till 2013.

If an unbiased assessment of their work 
during the past five years in made then it 
will be found that the state government has 
only done the work to show and has only 
played drama to befool the people. It has 
not paid attention in improving the law and 
order situation and has not made true efforts 
to provide the benefits of development to 
reach down to the needy people by making 
the development projects corruption free. 
The result of which is that the mining, forest 
and education mafia have illegally derived 
the benefits out of them and on the other 
hand the developmental programmes have 
sunk deep in corruption. The result is that if 
you look into any programme, you will find 
crores of corruption in it.

Shri Bhuria said that the facts that have 
come forward by the working of the 
Shivraj government show that instead of 
development, he believes in sentimental 
dramatics. After their victories in the last 
three Vidhan Sabha elections has given the 
BJP a belief that they can fool the people 
easily with their drama instead of getting 
worried with the development work.

PUNJAB
Black flags shown to Badal

Bhatinda: The Youth Congress workers 
showed black flags to Chief Minister Prakash 
Singh Badal and Harsimran Kaur, MP who 
were returning after the Sangat Darshan 
to show their anger against the property 
tax here on 10 November, 2013. Six Youth 
Congress workers were arrested.

The police arrested City Congress President, 
Indrajit Bhau, Navin, Kala, Mohit Chapra 
and Harman. Youth Congress workers said 
that the state government was putting more 
financial liability on the people by asking for 
property tax.

Demand for CBI Inquiry
Chandigarh: The office-bearers of the Punjab 
Pradesh Congress Committee have asked 
for immediate arrest of Revenue Minister 
Vikram Singh Majathia and to have CBI 
enquiry for his involvement in the drug 
racket.

The office-bearers have resolved that AICC 

president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Vice-President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi, AICC General Secretary 
and incharge of Punjab Shri Shakeel Ahmed 
and secretary Shri Harish Chaudhary want to 
include people from all class of society with 
the party particularly the youth and include 
them in the Pradesh Congress Committee 
and the district units. 

Shri Bajwa has asked the Central Government 
to take over the Jalandhar PIMS which is 
being run by one of the Minister of the Badal 
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Ministry where due to irregulatory the career 
of MBBS candidates is being ruined.

TAMILNADU
Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s 68th Birthday 

Celebrated
trichy: The 68th Birth Day of All India 
Congress Committee President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi was celebrated at Srirangam under 
the presidentship of Shri B. Balasubramanian, 
State Secretary, Tamil Nadu Congress Trade 
Union, (TCTU-INTUC) PCC Member, Tamil 
Nadu Congress Committee and State General 
Council Member.  

The district office bearers, circle office 
bearers, block president of congress parties, 
Caders and Public participated in the 
function. Laddus were distributed among 
the participants.

UTTAR PRADESH
Ghera dalo – dera dalo in Varanasi
lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
C o m m i t t e e  g h e a r o e d  t h e  D i s t r i c t 
Headquarters at Varanasi and the reasons 
were the delay in implementation of the Food 

Security Act, not increasing the minimum 
support price of sugar cane and for not 
disbursing the arrears for the purchase of sugar 
cane and for the immediate disbursement of 
the same, to properly run the purchase centers 
for paddy, giving enough power to farmers, 
to improve the law and order situation in the 
state, to stop communal fights in the state, 

to control the rising corruption and to sort 
out the problems of electricity to the weavers 
were the issues that led to this gheareo on 
26th December, 2013 under the ‘Ghera 
dalo – dera dalo’ programme. The gathering 
was held at the Cutting Memorial School 
and thereafter the Congressmen left for the 
District headquarters to ghearoe them.

On the occasion AICC General Secretary 
and incharge for UP, Shri Madhusudan 
Mistri said that we are the workers of the 
Congress Party. The history of this party is 
of sacrifice. Our leaders have sacrificed their 
lives for this country. We cannot tolerate 
the injustice happening with the people. We 
want to convey the voice of the people to the 
administrative but they pay no heed to it. The 
Congress feels the problem of the farmers. 
The Congress workers will not sit quiet and 
will attract the attention of the government by 
gheaoring the district headquarters.

Addressing the people, UPCC president, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri said that today so many people 
have collected here. Between 1977 and 1980 
various parties joined together and defeated 
the Congress. In 1980 all the Congress 
Workers brought back Congress. The crowd 
that has gathered here is a proof enough 
that the Congress will reach new heights in 
the 2014 elections in UP. The governance in 
UP is in the hands of those who cannot give 
security and protection. Communal violence 
is happening and there is no relief in sight 
for the affected people. The government and 
administration is in the hands of a mafia. 
There is a widespread loot in the state and the 
SP leaders are busy filling their pockets and 
there seems no presence of the government. 
When we were going to ghearo the Vidhan 
Sabha in Lucknow, the people asked us why 
are we ghearoing the Vidhan Sabha, we said 
that this government has been confined in 
rooms and that is why we are ghearoing the 
District headquarters in Varanasi to show 
them that their existence has finished. We 
have collected here on this holy land to give 
challenge to the UP government. Those who 
run this government are working with the 

communal forces. This was proved by the 
violence in Muzaffarnagar. If BJP was behind 
this, the SP too was following behind.

After the address Dr. Nirmal Khatri led the 
people to ghearo the District headquarters 
in Varanasi and the police made lathi-charge 
and water-cannon was used to stop them. 
Many of the leaders were also arrested and 
taken to the police lines.

 On the other side thousands of workers 
were led by Shri Laliteshpati Tripathi and 
managed to reach the headquarters to close 
it. Their struggle continued for a long time. 
Later thousands of workers including Shri 
Tripathi were arrested by the police.

Those who addressed the gathering and were 
later arrested included Shri Madhusudan 
Mistri, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, Shri Pradeep Jain 
Aditya, Shri Pradeep Mathur, Shri Naseeb 
Pathan, Shri Raj Babbar MP, Shri Pramod 
Tiwari, Smt. Ratna Singh, Shri Kamal Kishore 
Commando, former Governor Shri Mata 
Prasad, AICC Secretary and incharge, Shri 
Nasseb Singh, Shri Juber Khan, Shri Prakash 
Joshi and Shri Rana Goswamy, former MLC 
Shri Rajeshpati Tripathi, former MP Shri 
Rajesh Mishra, Shri Ajay Rai, Shri Anugraha 
Narayan Singh, Shri Bhola Pandey and MLA 
Dr. Muslim, Shri Sanjay Kapoor, Shri Bansi 
Pahadiya and Shri Dilnawaj Khan with 
others. v

neWs

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Lala Lajpat Rai
Birth Anniversary
28th January

(1865-1928)

Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose
Birth Anniversary
23rd January

(1897-1945)
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rePort

Vijay Divas is celebrated every year to commemorate the decisive 
victory of Indian Defence Forces in the 1971 Indo-Pak war 
and creation of Bangladesh.  Thousands of Indian soldiers-

both officers and men-laid down their lives to protect the honour and 
territorial integrity of our country which had the good fortune of being 
led by Smt. Indira Gandhi whose courageous and visionary leadership 
led to the emergence of Bangladesh.  Nearly 93,000 soliders of Pakistan 
Army were captured as prisioners of war. The Army, Navy and Air Force 
led by extremely competent and able commanders acquitted themselves 
with glory and the Chief of Army Staff, Gen Sam Manekshaw was 
elevated to the rank of Field Marshal.  

The 42nd anniversary of Vijay Divas fell on December 16, 2013.  
On the occasion of 42nd anniversary of Vijay Divas, the AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department organized a function to pay homage to 
martyrs of 1971 Indo-Pak war at Amar Jawan Jyoti..  Nearly 300 Ex-
Servicemen, including senior retired officers of Army, Navy and Air 
Force participated in the function.  

The Ex-Servicemen recalled the courageous and visionary leadership of 
late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in the Indo-Pak war which ultimately 
led to the creation of Bangladesh.  They also paid glowing tributes to 
the military leadership of Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, Admiral S M 
Nanda and Air Chief Marshal P C Lal, the respective Chiefs of Army, 
Navy and Air Force in the 1971 war.  Glowing tributes were also paid 
to all war veterans and the winners of gallantry awards including 2/Lt. 
Arun Khetrapal, Flying Officer N.S. Sekhon, Major Hoshiar Singh and 
L/Nk Albert Eka, all winners of the Param Vir Chakra.

Amongst those who participated in the simple ceremony at Amar 
Jawan Jyoti were Sh. Motilal Vora, Treasurer AICC, Lt. Gen. M M 
Lakhera, former Governor of Mizoram, Brig. K P Singh Deo, ex-MOS 
for Defence, Lt. Gen. Surinder Nath, ex-Vice Chief of Army Staff, Lt. 
Gen. Balbir Singh, President, Indian Ex-Services League, Lt. Gen. 
I J Singh, Lt. Gen. V K Dhir, Maj. Gen. A S Chopra  and Air Vice 
Marshal V. K. Dayalu, Maj. Ved Prakash,  Chairman of AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department.  The Chairman & Vice Chairman of MPCC 
Ex-Servicemen Depat, Capt. V P Singh and Capt. N K Pandey also 
were present besides Maj. Dalbir Singh i/c AICC Control Room and 
Capt. Praveen Davar who has been planning and coordinating the 
event since 2001..  

In Tamil Nadu Vijay Divas was celebrated at the War Memorial in Fort 

Ex-sERvICEmEn CELEbRATE 
vIJAy DIvAs

St. George.  Ex-Servicemen led by Sh. S. Ramalingam participated in 
the function which was, amongst others, attended by Maj, Gen. S S 
Krishna, Brig Muthulaxmy, Brig V.A. Subramanian, Col. A Giri, Air 
Comdre Amar Mahadevan, Col. Raj Kumar, Col. Krishnaswami, Capt. 
Punuraj and Hav. Murgan.

In Kerala Vijay Divas was celebrated by the KPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Dept under the leadership of Capt. P K R Nair, Chairman KPCC 
Ex-Servicemen Dept.  Others who participated in the function were 
Sh. K.P. Diwakaran, N. Krishnan, S.S. Nair, Lawrence, K.S. Raju and 
Kottapan Nair.  Capt. Balbir Singh Rawat, Chairman, Uttarakhand 
PCC Ex-Servicemen Dept. and his office bearers organized a function 
at the Dehradun War Memorial.  The Bihar PCC Ex-Servicemen Dept. 
led by Lt. Col. Akshaya Kumar Yadav held Vijay Divas celebrations in 
Ara District and organized a function to pay homage to L/Nk Albert 
Ekka, Param Vir Chakra at Patna on December 27, 2013. In Assam, 
Ex-Servicemen led by Capt. Robin Bordoloi, MLC, Chairman of Assam 
unit observed the Armed Forces Flag Day on December 7, 2013.

Earlier, during the beginning of the month Capt. Praveen Davar 
addressed public meetings in North West Delhi, along with Union 
Minister and constituency MP, Smt. Krishna Tirath, during the final 
phase of election campaign in Delhi.

The AICC Ex-Servicemen Department will be organizing meeting of 
ex-servicemen in various states in preparation for the forthcoming 
polls to the Lok Sabha. Schedule of such meetings in thickly populated 
ex-servicemen districts is being worked out in consultation with the 
Chairman of PCCs Ex-servicemen Departments. v
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Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC

Press BrieFings

imProVement in Current 
ACCount deFiCit

Spokesperson: Shri Sandeep Dikshit.

Shri Sandeep Dikshit said I would like to 
congratulate the  Finance Ministr y  and 
the  Government of India  for the tremendous 
improvement  in  the   Current  Account 
Deficit which was about 5% a year ago has now 
come down to 1.2%. In fact in December 2012 it 
was around d 6.7% and the reduction in Current 
Account Deficit improves the fundamentals of the 
economy and also leads to ultimately decrease 
in the inflation and overall signals improving 
conditions in the Indian economy. Wednesday, 
11th December, 2013.

loKPAl Bill
Spokesperson: Shri P.C. Chacko.

Shri P.C. Chacko said today is a very  happy 
day; today the Lokpal Bill is in the process of 
being passed in the Rajya Sabha. Within a few 
minutes or within an hour or so, we hope that 
the Bill will be passed in the Rajya Sabha and 
we hope thereafter this Bill will be adopted 
in the Lok Sabha by tomorrow. After nearly a 
dozen failed attempts in the last 45 years and 
in spite of attempts by various governments of 
the past, the Lokpal is only today on the verge 
of becoming a reality. It is due to the  single 
minded  determination of Shri Rahul Gandhi, 
Vice President of Indian National Congress that 
this Bill is going to be passed by both the Houses 
of parliament. As said by Shri Rahul Ji the other 
day UPA government has a comprehensive anti-
corruption strategy consisting of enactment of 8 
legislations out of which 7 are before the Rajya 
Sabha and Lok Sabha and he called upon all 
political parties to come together shedding all 
their differences to ensure passage of the Lokpal 
Bill during the current session of parliament and 
also other anti-corruption laws proposed by UPA 
government. We reiterate that it is our desire to 
have a national political consensus at least on 
anti-corruption laws in the country. Shri Anna 
Hazare had written to Shri Rahul Ji on the 15th of 
December welcoming his determination to pass 
the Lokpal and Lokayukta Bill in parliament. hri 
Rahul Ji wrote back to Shri Anna Hazare thanking 
him for his encouraging letter and welcomed his 
role and support in this matter. I would like to 
elaborate that even though it is the part of the 
agenda in the present session, in fact, it was little 

uncertain whether we will be able to pass this 
Bill in the Rajya Sabha and later in the Lok Sabha 
because there was opposition from some parties 
and also the atmosphere was not very conducive 
in both the Houses to pass this legislation. It is all 
because of the earnest attempt from Shri Rahul 
Ji’s side that we could prevail on all the parties and 
now an atmosphere is created and we are happy 
that the Bill will be reality very soon. Tuesday, 
17th December, 2013.

messAge oF soniAJi
Spokesperson: Shri Raj Babbar. 

Shri Raj Babbar said that Congress Parliamentary 
Party meeting took place in the morning and 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi addressed the MPs. Prime 
Minister also addressed this meeting. The 
address of Smt. Gandhi contained a message of 
self-introspection and an outline for the future. 
She has conveyed her unhappiness over the poll 
results and said that there has been some mistake 
in explaining our policies among the people. 
Despite the hindrances put by the opposition in 
the working of Parliament, we were able to get the 
Food Security Bill and the Land Acquisition Act 
which are in the benefit of people, passed when 
the opposition were busy in just putting obstacles 
and heaping individual allegations. The Congress 
president while accepting the shortcomings in 
all sincerity, she said that she is also sorry that 
they did not find success in getting the Women’s 
Reservation Bill passed. We have not left our 
hope and are sure that we would get it passed 
in the Rajya Sabha. Smt. Sonia Gandhi very 
enthiustically welcomed the passing of the Lokpal 
Bill and said that this would prove helpful in our 
fight against corruption. The Lokpal Bill has been 
passed in both the Houses of Parliament. This 
moment has come after a long wait of 45 years. 
This will become an act after the authorization 
by the President. Former Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi first introduced this Bill in 1968. Many 
governments have come after that and was 
waiting all this time to be passed. It was again 
given top priority by starting the campaign in 
the year 2011 by Anna Hazare. This was probably 
the feeling of the people and the demand of the 
society that such an act is passed and positive 
initiative has been carried over by us particularly 
Shri Rahul Gandhi who played an important role 
in getting this Bill passed. The message from his 
efforts show that the Congress party and the UPA 

 AICC DIARy government understands the sentiments and 
demands of the people which are the top priority. 
Speaking in the Parliament today Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said that he feels this Bill is necessary for 
a responsible administration and added that this 
Bill alone is not enough to fight corruption, and 
to fight corruption we have to have a complete 
corruption code. Shri Rahul Gandhi said that this 
code should have eight laws, the foundation to 
fight corruption was laid in 2005 by passing the 
RTI Act and Lokpal Bill is an important step in 
this process. Shri Rahul Gandhi said that in this 
regard six more pending laws have to be passed 
in the Lok Sabha and the Congress Party is quite 
determined of getting them passed and the fight 
against corruption can be fought systematically. 
The fight against corruption would still continue 
after the passing of the Lokpal Bill and similarly 
all the pending Bills will be passed and efforts will 
be made in this direction. The Congress Party 
thanks the government and the opposition in 
their efforts in playing a positive role in getting 
this Bill passed. We also thank Shri Anna Hazare 
for this. Wednesday, 18th December, 2013

snooP-gAte Cd
Spokespersons: Shri Sandeep Dikshit, Shri 
Arjun Modwadia and Shri Shakti Singh Gohil. 

Shri Sandeep Dikshit introduced Shri Arjun 
Modwadia and Shri Shakti Sinh Gohil to the 
media and said they will brief the media on the 
delegation of senior Congress leaders of Gujarat 
meeting His Excellency The President of India 
and submitting a petition to investigate the 
snoop-gate CD of the telephonic conversations 
between Amit Shah, the then MOS Home, 
Government of Gujarat and DCP Girish Singhal 
that exposed the unauthorized and illegal spying 
and tapping of phone calls  of a girl of special 
interest to the Chief Minister of Gujarat Mr. 
Narendra Modi.

A copy of the petition submitted by the said 
delegation to the President of India, summary 
of today’s Press briefing along with the operative 
part of the letter of 21st April 2005 written by 
Dy. Comm. Of Intelligence, Surat Region, Surat 
to Shri Mohaptra, IPS, Addl. DG of Police, 
Intelligence, Gujarat State, Gandhinagar, was 
supplied to the media for their ready reference. 
They played a part of the concerned CD before 
the media. Friday, 20th December, 2013.


