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Five states are going to reelect their assemblies during the months of November/ December. 
Three of the five states have a Congress Government and the Congress is looking at improving 
its tally. This is not being expected purely on wishes but a confidence of the approval of the 

policies of the Congress party which have stood the test of time in the building of Modern India. 
Who understands India and its Unity in Diversity better than the Congress party?  Speaking at a 
rally in Madhya Pradesh the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi said, ‘India is a concept; it is a 
vision. India means compassion, brotherhood, kindness, love and affection.’ Unlike the attitude of the 
principal Opposition party the BJP which believes in divisive policies and causes confrontation amongst 
different communities, the Congress believes in all inclusive politics and works for the welfare of all 
people of the country especially the backward, the poor and the downtrodden. It is this faith that has 
kept Congress in power over such a long period. The Manifestos of the Congress in the states going to 
election speak of time bound achievable objectives with Inclusive growth. Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said ´Our country cannot move forward until we empower the common people- this 
has been the vision of the Congress.’  Congress has delivered on its promises each time and that is the 
reason the electorate has confidence in the leadership of Congress. Unlike the BJP which is tall on its 
promises and low on delivery. The Congress is attempting to woo the electorate based on its policies 
and achievements and is confident that the wise electorate of the country will continue to support the 
Congress in these elections and in future too.

We remember the First Prime Minister of Independent India Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on his birth 
anniversary on 14th November, celebrated as the Children’s Day.  Chahcha Nehru was a darling of the 
children. A true nationalist he gave India the stature it deserved post independence as an independent 
country.  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel spoke of him as “the idol of the nation, the leader of the people, the 
Prime Minister of the country, and the hero of the masses, whose noble record and great achievements 
are an open book….”.  50 years after his death he is still revered as a great leader and a patriot of the 
country.

The scientific temperament of the Country was given impetus under the leadership of Pandit ji followed 
up by the encouragement under the Governments of Indira Gandhi and Sh. Rajiv Gandhi. They followed 
in his footsteps and gave the country a push to become advanced in technology.  It is, as a result of 
that, ISRO has now successfully launched its Mars Orbiter Mission. Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi lauded the ISRO scientists for its successful launch of the historic Mangalyaan Mission. She 
said ‘Every Indian is proud of this outstanding scientific feat by our great scientists’. The Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh while congratulating the scientists called it is ‘the most complex space mission’.

19th November is also the birth anniversary of our great leader Smt. Indira Gandhi. She was a powerful 
personality epitomized as Durga who fearlessly led India through war with the neighbors and faced the 
threat of the might of the American Naval Warship in her fight to liberate Bangladesh.  Many people 
have created History but she was the one who also changed the Geography by the creation of another 
nation.  She worked tirelessly for the welfare of the common man and the upliftment of women. Some 
of her measures have played an important role in the building of Modern India. The Abolition of Privy 
Purse and Bank nationalization are two examples.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad whose birth anniversary falls on 11th November was amongst the greatest 
Freedom Fighters and a true nationalist who played an important role not only in the struggle of freedom 
of the nation but also as the first Education Minister of the Country. He fought for India’s freedom 
shoulder to shoulder with all the great leaders and was highly respected amongst the top leadership 
of the Congress. Even when there was a clamor amongst the Muslim leadership of pre independence 
India for a separate homeland he believed in unity of the sub-continent and preached secular values. 
The selfless services rendered by Maulana Azad in his illustrious role will ever inspire the nation. v
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It is stretching imagination too far to believe that a young woman who 
respects her privacy was willingly allowing herself to be shadowed the 
way the young architect in Gujarat was being stalked at the behest of 
‘Saheb’. And, that listening to all her phone conversations, trying to learn 
whom she was speaking to at phone booths, where she was going calling 
to escape surveillance, or keeping a watch while she went to visit her 
sick mother at the Hospital or a visit to the mall etc. was all being done 
in her own interest. Notwithstanding the concern of ‘Saheb’ diligently 
followed by the home minister the incident is extremely alarming as it 
shows that the state of Gujarat is run like a fiefdom.

It was evidently and without doubt a blatant misuse of the state 
machinery on instructions of the Home Minister of Gujarat by people in 
constitutional positions. Amongst a myriad of violations carried out by 
the State Government, The Chief Minister of Gujarat, its Home Minister 
and the BJP must answer the questions on impropriety that they have 
indulged in. Amongst the issues that have arisen, some of them are:

1. Violation of fundamental right of ‘Right to Life’ under article 21 of 
the constitution.

2. Violation of the provisions of the Section 5 of the Indian Telegraph 
Act of which the conditionalities have been laid out by the Supreme 
Court.

3. No procedure followed to establish threat perception before 
instituting the surveillance exercise.

4. Not taking into confidence the bureaucratic hierarchy required to 
order such an exercise and assuming the powers vested in the senior 
executives by the political dispensation.

The BJP’s attempt to sweep this incident under the carpet with a letter 
of the father of the girl will not stand the test of public probity and all 
concerned will have to answer.
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InauguratIon

FIRsT BhARATIyA MAhILA BAnk InAuguRATED

Today, we observe the birth anniversary 
of Indira Gandhi. There have been 
many events to commemorate this day, 

but nothing can be a more appropriate tribute 
to her life and work than the inauguration of 
the Bharatiya Mahila Bank, which aims to 
provide financial services to women in general 
and women self-help groups in particular.

All through her life, Indira Gandhi was guided 
by a passionate commitment to her country 
and her people and was fearless in defending 
their interests. She was dedicated to secular, 
egalitarian and democratic values which 
guided her as an individual and remained 
the bedrock of her governance and policies. 
She had an abiding concern for the weak, the 
poor, the deprived and the minorities, and was 
acutely sensitive to women’s issues. 

The empowerment of women was an 
important goal that she set for herself and 
for her government. Her own life was a 
testimony to what could be achieved by a 
woman empowered and I am very happy that 
the motto of the new bank is ‘Empowering 
Women, Empowering India’.

I hope that this bank will emerge as a catalyst 
for ensuring greater gender justice and equity. 
I think it laudable that the Bank has declared 
it will lend mainly to women and women-
run businesses, predominantly employ 
women and address gender related aspects 
of empowerment and financial inclusion. 
And, of course, it is entirely appropriate that 
its Chairperson is a woman as well being as a 
distinguished banker, and that it has an all-
women Board of Directors.

There is much work to be done. I understand 
that only a small proportion of loan accounts 

in public sector banks are in the names of 
women, and that credit extended to women is 
just 7.3% of the total.  Although women head 
as many as five public sector banks, only about 
a fifth of bank employees are women.

Clearly, there are social and cultural barriers 
that prevent women from greater access to 
banking services as well as a fair share of 
employment. True, some barriers have been 
breached. The self-help group movement is 
one that has seen commendable success in 
recent years – and most of them are women’s 
SHGs, and they have an impeccable record 
of repayment.  At the end of March 2013, 
there were nearly 60 lakh of them and the 
total credit extended to them was nearly Rs 
33,000 crore. Yet, even here there remains a 
regional imbalance: one state, Andhra Pradesh, 
accounts for almost half of this funding. As 
more and more women’s SHGs take roots 
in other states, banks will be called upon to 
increase their presence there. 

In this context there is one thing I would 
like to say.  It is my conviction that the use 
of Adhaar has the potential to revolutionize 
the relationship of the vast majority of our 
people with our financial systems through 
the delivery of subsidy, welfare and cash 
payments. Through Direct Benefits Transfers, 
Adhaar will eliminate middlemen and reduce 
corruption on a large-scale.  But for this to 
happen banks have to come on board quickly.  
I hope the Bhartiya Mahila Bank will rise to 
this challenge as well. 

I also have a confession to make.  I often 
struggle with acronyms, and I hope fervently 
that the new bank is not reduced in reference 
only to BMB!  Women must know that it is for 

them and their benefit – something that does 
not emerge from an acronym. 

The Bhartiya Mahila Bank starts out today 
with nine branches. I am told that it has an 
ambitious programme of opening several 
hundred branches in a relatively short span of 
time. As it grows and reaches out to more and 
more women, I would urge its staff to always 
remember that an extra effort is needed to 
reach the farthest village and the poorest 
woman in the country. Success is measured 
not only by the numbers you reach but also by 
your willingness to walk the extra mile, to work 
the extra hour. You will have to be especially 
kind to the young girl who wants a loan to 
educate herself. You will need to show that bit 
of extra patience with the woman who wants 
a loan to build her home. And you will need 
to demonstrate extra compassion for the poor 
and uneducated who are among the lakhs that 
the banking sector has so far left untouched.

I am confident that with such a distinguished 
top management and a motivated staff you will 
measure up to the great expectations that ride 
on your shoulders. I am proud to be present 
at the inauguration by the Prime Minister and 
offer my good wishes and felicitations to all 
the employees and wish them every success 
in the future. v

Empowering Women, Empowering India



Congress sandesh | 5 | november 2013

InauguratIon

PRIME MInIsTER DR. 
MAnMOhAn sIngh, sMT. sOnIA 
gAnDhI InAuguRATED ThE FIRsT 
EvER ALL-WOMEn-BAnk On 
19Th nOvEMBER, 2013

Mumbai: Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh inaugurated the nation’s first all-
women bank – the Bharatiya Mahila Bank 
(BMB)-  in Mumbai on 19th November, 
2103 in the presence of Congress President 
and UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, on the 
birth anniversary of former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that 
this was an appropriate tribute to the memory 
of Indira Gandhi on her birth anniversary. 
The Congress President also distributed the 
bank-kits to the first five account holders of 
the new bank.

The day was the birth anniversary of the 
Late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi she 
said. “There have been many events to 
commemorate today but nothing would be 
more appropriate tribute to her life and work 
than the inauguration of the Bharatiya Mahila 
Bank which aims to provide financial services 
to the women in general and women Self Help 
Group (SHG) in particular” said the Congress 
President and added “I am very happy that 
the motto of the new bank is ‘empowering 
women, empowering India’”.

Remembering Indira Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi 
continued “All through her life Indira Gandhi 
was guided by a passionate commitment to 
her country and the people and was fearless 
in defending their interest. She was dedicated 
to the secular, egalitarian and democratic 
values which guided her as an individual and 
remained the back-throb of her governance 
and policy.  She had a deep concern for 
the weaker, the poor and minorities and 
was acutely sensitive to women issues. The 
empowerment of women was an important 
goal that she set for herself and for her 
government. Her own life was a testimony 
on what could be achieved by women 
empowerment”.

Speaking on the occasion Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh said “that Our 
Government recognizes its responsibility 
to work diligently for the empowerment of 
India’s women. We also recognize that our 
efforts in this direction must cover many 
dimensions. Our flagship programs for rural 
employment and for universalizing education 
and health-care provide equal access for both 
men and women and will help the cause 
of women empowerment. For example, 
nearly half of those getting employment 
under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment happen to be women.  We also 
have schemes for taking care of the special 
needs of women. For example, while Janani 
Suraksha Yojana supports pregnant women 
and nursing mothers, the Sabla scheme 
empowers adolescent girls”. 

He further said that “the setting up of the 
Bharatiya Mahila Bank is a small step towards 
the economic empowerment of our women. 
It is also a reflection of our deep commitment 
to this cause. I am sure that the Bank will 
fulfill the objective with which it has been 
established, namely financial inclusion of 
women and providing them equal and easy 
access to financial services. I am also sure 
that it will particularly benefit women from 
the less privileged sections of our society. 
The fact that it will be run largely by women 
will serve as an example that given the 
opportunity, women are capable of taking on 
challenging tasks” 

”I hope that this bank will emerge as a 
catalyst for ensuring greater gender justice 
and equality. ... Of course, it is entirely 
appropriate that its chairperson is a women 
as well as being a distinguished banker and 
as Chidambaram ji had said, the bank will 
have a all-women-director board”, she said 

and urged “I would like to urge the staff 
of the bank to always remember that extra 
effort is needed to reach to the remotest and 
the farthest and the poorest women in the 
country”. 

”Success is measured not only by the numbers 
you have reached but also by your willingness 
to walk the extra miles to work that extra 
hour. You will have to be especially kind 
and supportive to the young girl who looks 
for loan to educate herself and you will have 
to show that bit of extra patience with the 
women who want loans to build their home. 
You need to demonstrate extra compassion 
for the poor and uneducated women who 
is among the section of the society that the 
banking sector has so far left untouched”, 
appealed Smt. Sonia Gandhi to the staff of 
the new all-women bank. 

The bank is being started with seven branches 
(Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Guwahati, 
Bangalore, Ahmedabad, and Lucknow) 
initially. This will soon be followed by two 
other branches at Delhi and Indore. The 
bank plans to reach a branch size of 25 in the 
next four months and thereafter add about 
75 banks every year. In due course, overseas 
branches too will be opened.  The bank, 
which is the first bank started in the public 
sector space by an Act of Parliament (other 
banks in public sector were nationalised in 
two branches in 1969 and 1980) begins with 
a capital base of Rs 1,000 crore. 

The all-women’s bank will predominantly 
serve women, though deposits will be taken 
from men too. The credit growth is expected 
to be at a compounded annual growth rate of 
16.5 per cent during the 2010-2030, while the 
deposit growth is expected to stay at 14.6 per 
cent for the 20 years period. v
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ThE IDEA OF InDIA FOR WhICh hE 
sTOOD AnD ALWAys uPhELD Is An 
IDEA WORTh FIghTIng FOR. AnD 
IF I MIghT ADD, sO Is ThE IDEA OF 
nEhRu As WELL, An IDEA ThAT 
BELOngs nOT TO OnE POLITICAL 
PARTy OR nARROW sEgMEnT BuT 
InDEED TO ThE EnTIRE COunTRy AnD 
huMAnITy AT LARgE: Sonia Gandhi

nehru MeMorIal lecture 2013

We are gathered once again, as we do every year, to honour 
and remember India’s first Prime Minister. Much has been 
said and written about Jawaharlal Nehru. Much will, no 

doubt, continue to be said and written about him. He did not leave 
behind his memoirs but he comes to life in his myriad colours and 
dimensions through the many volumes of his Selected Works. They 
reveal a truly many-splendoured man who has decisively shaped 
contemporary India in so many profound ways – and, if I may add, 
continues to do so.

Even during his halcyon days, Jawaharlal Nehru had his critics. Given 
his towering stature, intellectually and politically, we often tend to 
think he governed unchallenged. Not so. His period as Prime Minister 
was a time when there were fierce ideological disputes and passionate 
policy disagreements, a time when the course he charted for a newly 
independent country was called into question at every step. Jawaharlal 
Nehru never shied away from engaging with his detractors. But what is 
remarkable is that even his most bitter antagonists acknowledged that 
he was free from malice, free from mean-mindedness, free from hate, 
fear and narrow parochial instincts.

Jawaharlal Nehru was a man of ideas but no ideologue. He was a man 
of politics but more than a politician. He was a Congressman first and 
last.  Yet he reached across the political spectrum to exchange views 
and ideas with critics on major issues of the day. 

The legacy of every great political leader is often subject to revisionism 
of some type or other. But what is being attempted on Jawaharlal Nehru 
by some forces in our country is not based on objective scholarship or 
critical inquiry.  It is based on innuendo, insinuation and falsehood, 
on self-serving political intent aimed at character assassination. Those 
who denigrate him reject his vision of India anchored in parliamentary 
democracy. Those who malign him reject his vision of an India 
celebrating its  many diversities while strengthening the bonds of its 
unity. Those who castigate him, oblivious of the larger political and 
historical context of his times, reject his vision of an India in which the 
state is the catalyst for socio-economic transformation.

The Idea of India for which he stood and always upheld is an idea worth 
fighting for. And if I might add, so is the Idea of Nehru as well, an idea 
that belongs not to one political party or narrow segment but indeed 
to the entire country and humanity at large. 

Distinguished men and women from diverse fields reflecting Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s unusually broad canvas of interests, concerns and contributions 
have delivered the memorial lecture for which we are assembled. This 
evening we have an eminent historian who not only has an academic 
link but also an emotional connection with our country. Dr. Judith 
Brown was born in undivided Punjab and as a young woman, returned 
to India during her gap year between school and college, to teach at a 
girls’ school in Nainital. 

Studying history at Cambridge, Dr. Judith Brown earned her PhD with 
a thesis on Gandhijis’s initial years in India, leading to her first book, 
Gandhi’s Rise to Power. She has long achieved academic renown in 
the United Kingdom and has trained a whole generation of younger 
scholars. Recently retired after having been a Fellow of Bayliel College 
and Professor of Commonwealth History at Oxford for more than 20 
years, she specialised in the study of India in the 20th Century.  She has 
spent a lifetime thinking, writing and speaking about both Mahatma 
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. Among her other interests, she has been 
a trustee of the Charles Wallace (India) Trust and a founder member 
of the Scholars’ Council of the Library of Congress. And in a little 
known aspect of her life, she is an ordained Anglican priest. Ladies 
and Gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to invite Dr. Judith Brown 
to deliver this year’s Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial lecture. v

Welcome Address by Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson- 
Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund on 16th November, 
2013 at Jawahar Bhawan, New Delhi
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asseMbly electIons 2013

ChhATTIsgARh
Congress President Sonia Gandhi in 

Kondagaon (Chhattisgarh) 

BJP OnLy TALks BIg ThIngs, 
WhEREAs ThE COngREss DOEs 
ThE WORk
Kondagaon, bastar: The Congress President 
and UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
addressed a large election rally in Kondagaon, 
in the tribal-dominated Bastar region of 
poll bound Chhattisgarh on 7th November, 
2013. She slammed the BJP government in 
the state for failing to deliver on promises 
and neglecting the safety and security of the 
people. 

“Whether it is the fight against corruption or 
implementing development programmes like 
Land Acquisition Bill, Food Security scheme 
and various other social welfare initiatives, 
the basic difference between Congress and 
BJP is that BJP only talk big things, where as 
the Congress does the work” said Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi.

Attacking on the state BJP government, the 
Congress President said “BJP has been in 
power here for the past ten years and time 
has come to examine what did the people of 
Chhattisgarh got from the BJP regime? BJP 
claims big but the reality is, while the rate 
of poverty came down in many states, it has 
been on the rise in Chhattisgarh due to the 
misrule by the BJP government here.  The 
state has been lagging behind in many other 
development areas too. It is slipping back in 
education, health and social welfare.  The 
people of Chhattisgarh are feeling insecure 
due to the growing crimes and atrocities.  The 
BJP government here also ignores the issues of 
the farmers making their life more miserable”.

The people of Chhattisgarh are feeling 
insecure due to the growing crimes and 
atrocities.  The BJP government here also 
ignores the issues of the farmers making 
their life more miserable.  You are very well 
aware about the law and order situation here. 
So many innocent people were killed in the 
Naxal violence. In last May, my colleagues in 
Congress sacrificed their life. We are very sad 
for it and further we are feeling their absence 
in a big way today. The UPA Government at 

the Centre has been extending all possible help 
to control the Naxalist violence here but the 
truth is that the Chhattisgarh Government is 
only making big statements but does nothing 
to ensure safety and security of the people”, 
continued Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

“The people of Chhattisgarh want to be part 
in the process of development. They want 
safety and honour. While the BJP wants to 
pit one brother against another, we want to 
take everybody along and connect people. 
We want everyone live peacefully, happily 
and harmoniously. This is our mission and 
this has always been our vision”.  “Congress 
has a history of sacrifices. It has a history of 
working for development and upliftment and 
welfare of every section of the society. We will 
always adhere to this principle for ever” said 
the Congress President. She then urged the 
people to vote for Congress so that it can form 
a government in the state. “We must make 
sure that we will not fall in the trap of false 
promises by anyone”, warned Sonia Gandhi 
while concluding her address.

The polling in Chhattisgarh will take place in 
two phases on November 11 and 19.

ChhATTIsgARh WILL PROsPER 
36 TIMEs BETTER IF COngREss 
COMEs TO POWER: sOnIA 
gAnDhI
ambikapur: Congress President and UPA 

sMT sOnIA gAnDhI’s CAMPAIgn TRAIL

Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi assured 
that Chhattisgarh will develop chathees (36) 
times better if Congress comes to power in 
the state.  While addressing a mega Congress 
election rally in Ambikapur in Chhattisgarh 
on 12th November, 2013, Congress President 
launched a blistering attack on the ruling BJP 
government and urged the people to help 
Congress to form a government in the state 
to take it forward.

She said “Chhattisgarh has everything; viz. 
water, mines and forests. Your state could 
have become a much more developed state 
if the state government works with more 
commitment and honesty.  But those people, 
who are hungry just for power, cannot 
do such things. For nation building and 
development, one must have a vision for 
inclusive growth, sacrifice and dedication.  
Congress has a history of sacrifices and service 
and Congress policies are always based on this; 
we will never deviate from these principles. 
Did you experience any feeling of sacrifice 
and commitment from the ruling state 
government which has been in power for the 
past ten years? I am sure that they do not have 
such qualities. Otherwise, entire people could 
have reaped benefits of the rich resources in 
the state. But today, only handful of people, 
who are close to the state government, avail 
the benefits”.

”You have a government here which did 
not pay attention towards development in 
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the required manner. The state is lagging 
behind and the law and order situation has 
been deteriorating. The women here live in 
fear as they face several types of atrocities.  
The farmers live in misery.  Adivasis are not 
getting proper price for the forest crops. and 
are deprived of their rights in lands. In fact 
their lands were grabbed forcibly. Poverty has 
been increasing and youth are not securing 
proper jobs,” said the Congress President.

Taking on BJP for its divisive agenda, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi asserted, “Divisive politics will 
not benefit anyone. Time has come to give a 
befitting reply to those who pit one against 
another. A wind for change is blowing in 
Chhattisgarh.  I am confident that the people 
here will take a right decision to bring in 
positive changes. Congress always gave special 
priority for Chhattisgarh’s development and 
will continue to do so”. 

Continuing her attack on BJP, the Congress 
President further said, “Mere words cannot 
fill empty stomachs. Works with dedication 
and commitment are must for development.  
Chhattisgarh govt has been assisted by 
central govt to fight Naxalism. What have 
they done to curb Naxal menace? What 
happened with the Congress leaders 
in Chhattisgarh five months back 
is very shameful for the state BJP 
government”.

She also highlighted the policies of the 
central government. “The Congress-
led UPA Government at the Centre 
implemented Mahatma Gandhi NREGA to 
guarantee jobs to the rural poor and to curb 
migration. We also brought in Food Security 
Bill to make sure that no one in our country 
lives in hunger. We also enacted Right to 
Forest law to grant rights to the Adivasis 
in their lands and forest crops. Our Land 
Acquisition Bill prevents any forceful 
land grabbing and the people are 
now assured with proper price for 
their lands acquired” and added 
“It is the responsibility of the 
state government to make 
sure that the people here avail 
the benefits of these schemes 
but the BJP government in 
Chhattisgarh failed to do so. 
They betrayed the people”.

Listing out the failure of the ruling BJP 
government in the state, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi continued “Chhattisgarh has 
slipped back under BJP regime. The 

central government sent thousands of crores 
for development to the state but despite of 
this, lots of children suffer from malnutrition 
here. Adequate health care facilities are 
not available for my sisters in the state and 
education facilities are insufficient here. 
There are no proper roads. The condition of 
electricity is pathetic” and asked “Despite of 
all these, how can BJP claim development 
in Chhattisgarh? How can they raise fingers 
against Congress?”

ChhATTIsgARh Is WAy BEhInD 
In DEvELOPMEnT DuE TO BJP 
MIsRuLE: sOnIA gAnDhI
Bhilai:  Congress President and UPA 
chairperson Sonia Gandhi addressed a 
huge election rally at Bhilai in poll bound 
Chhattisgarh on 12th November, 2013 and 
hit out at the BJP government in the state for 
lack of development. 

”Smt. Gandhi said that,  the Central 
government sent huge funds under various 
development schemes for Chhattisgarh 
but despite this, the people are facing huge 
difficulties. Poverty has been on the rise. 
I want to ask BJP what development they 
are talking about in Chhattisgarh. Who is 
progressing here? They make big promises 
but do nothing. You can feel the pulse of 
misrule by the BJP in every nook and 

corner of the state. Common man lives in 
fear. Why it is happening because 

the BJP government in the 
state is not at all bothered 
about its people”, said 
the Congress President 
s l a m m i n g  t h e  B J P 

misrule in the state.  
Common man lives 

in fear. Why it 
i s  happ ening 
because the BJP 
government in 
the state is not 
at all bothered 
a b o u t  i t s 
people.

“ T h e 
c o r r u p t i o n 

h a s  b r o k e n 
a l l  i t s  records 
under BJP’s ten 
year regime in 
C h h a t t i s g a r h . 
CAG has pointed 
f ingers towards 

several ministers and BJP leaders over 
corruption but the state government took 
no action against them. The funds sent 
for development by the Centre is being 
misused and diverted for the personal 
purposes”, alleged the UPA Chairperson. 
Highlighting the achievements of the 
Congress led UPA Government at the Centre, 
Sonia Smt. Gandhi said, “UPA government 
understands the sentiments of the people and 
realises their problems. We have therefore 
adopted a right-based approach. We have 
Right of Information Act so that any citizen 
of India can gather any information regarding 
the government functioning. By Right to 
Education, every child has the right for 
free education in government schools upto 
the age of 14.” “Mahatama Gandhi NREGA 
guarantees 100 days of job guarantee for rural 
poor. We also brought in Food Security Bill 
to make sure that no one in our country lives 
in hunger. We enacted Right to Forest law 
to grant rights to the Adivasis in their lands 
and forest crops. We have launched “Aam 
Adami Beema Yojana” for workers in the 
unorganized sectors and also implemented 
schemes like old-age pension.  Through 
Panchayati Raj system, the women were given 
50% reservations in local bodies. Similarly 
other schemes were also implemented for the 
welfare and empowerment of women. All our 
policies are aimed at all round development 
and for the welfare and upliftment of the most 
underprivileged”, she added. 

She said “Congress policies are always aimed 
at Industrial growth, providing employment 
and ensure a happy and peaceful life to the 
people. You have every kind of resources like 
mines, forests and water but I am sad that 
you are still suffering and Chhattisgarh is way 
behind in development due to BJP’s misrule. 
That’s not all; due to BJP’s wrong policies 
several industries have suffered huge losses. 
They also did not implement our policies for 
boosting industries. BJP government has also 
been careless to implement our social welfare 
schemes in the state”. 

”We don’t believe in making false promises. 
We do, whatever we say” said Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi. “Our efforts will be to ensure progress 
of the state and improvement in the lives of 
the people. We will implement schemes that 
the BJP-led government hasn’t implemented 
so far” promised the Congress President.

This is my promise but only if you give a 
chance to us to form a government in the 
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state. You must cast each and every single vote 
in favour of Congress and play an important 
role in transforming Chhattisgarh. Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said while concluding her address. 

DELhI
OPPOsITIOn DID nOT sPARE 
gAnDhI JI, FORgET ABOuT us: 
sOnIA gAnDhI

shastri Park, Delhi: Congress President 
and UPA chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
addressed a huge rally at Shastri Park in Delhi 
on 24th November, 2013. While speaking 
on the occasion at Shastri Park said that 
opposition and few others haven’t spared 
Mahatama Gandhi and Pandit Jawahar Lal 
Nehru from criticism and harsh words.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi said 

that “Opposition always have been trying 
to damage the image of Congress party 
and its leaders since Independence. I ask 
senior opposition leaders why they criticize 
Mahatama Gandhi who is father of the Nation. 
They criticized Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru but it is 
because of him we have a strong democracy 
now due to his fore-sight and dedication. He 
had initiated a scientific development. But 
some people didn’t like this and even criticized 
him despite of this; he was the ‘Jawahar’ (pearl) 
in the hearts of many people. Opposition not 
even left Smt. Indira Gandhi for that matter. 
The amount of love and affection she had for 
the poor and downtrodden and the amount 
of struggle and fight she had done for these 
people are unmatchful.  Indira Gandhi had 
fought for Nation’s respect and pride and made 
sure no one can harm our honour. But despite 
of that some people criticized her too. Rajiv 
Gandhi ji and Indira Gandhi ji sacrificed their 

lives for the country’s 
integrity.

She said “you hear 
out huge promises 
and big speeches by 
many people now 
at this moment of 
elections. They try 
to woo voters on 
false promises.   I 
would like to ask 
after we had formed 
a government under 
the leadership of 
Smt. Sheila Dikshit 
in Delhi years back 
and from that time 
hasn’t the face of 
Delhi changed? Delhi 
developed rapidly”. 

S h e  f u r t h e r 

mentioned that Metro has been the life line 
of the Delhi and it’s now famous all over the 
world. Even some people had doubts about its 
success, but they were proved wrong.

 “The conditions of roads are improved, we 
have beautiful bus-stops, good hospitals, 
well functioning government schools, new  
5 universities, Women technical university 
and that’s not all, many progressive steps 
have taken for the betterment for poor, 
downtrodden  and for women as well,” added 
the Congress President lauding the Delhi 
government.

“Yes opposition can level baseless allegations 
but they can’t win the heart of people without 
the dedication, commitment and a mentality 
to serve the country.”  Smt. Gandhi added.

“We have served you from our heart and I 
request you to make our candidates win by 
big margin because you can trust only the 
Congress,” she ended her speech. 

MADhyA PRADEsh
Smt. Sonia Gandhi at Khargone (MP),

BJP DAyDREAMIng ABOuT POWER
Khargone (Madhya Pradesh): Congress 
President and UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi while addressing a huge election rally 
at Khargone in poll bound Madhya Pradesh 
on 15th November, 2013, launched a blistering 
attack on BJP and warned them that mere 
words would not fill empty stomachs. 

”BJP leaders have been making false promises. 
I want to tell them that stomachs are not 
filled by mere words. They must stop making 
false promises and must work hard, sincerely 
and with commitment, for the welfare of the 
people and development of the state”, said the 
Congress President. 
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“You must know that that, nowadays, BJP 
leaders are dreaming power, even during 
day time. In their hunger for power, even 
they fight each other within the party”, said 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi. She went on further said, 
“If the BJP leaders think that they can easily 
make people fools with mere speeches, they 
are wholly wrong. The people of Madhya 
Pradesh are intelligent”.

She appealed to the huge crowd present there 
“India is a concept; it is a vision. India means 
compassion, brotherhood, kindness, love and 
affection. BJP never understood this and will 
never realise it. They even make friends turn 
into enemies for their narrow gains.  You must 
be careful on this” said the UPA Chairperson. 
“There is a wind of change blowing in Madhya 
Pradesh, I want you to contribute actively to 
the same”. 

There is corruption in BJP ruled Chhattisgarh 
and Madhya Pradesh; no clean water for 
drinking, no basic amenities for poor. In the 
past three years, 417 deaths have taken place 
in police custody and 4285 in judicial custody. 
There is lack of doctors in hospitals, because 
of which proper treatment is not given to 
the people.

About thirteen Madhya Pradesh ministers 
were indicted by the Lokayukta, but what steps 
were taken after that?  Farmers are not getting 
adequate seeds and fertilisers. Because of the 
anti-farmer policies of the BJP government in 
the state, farmers are forced to commit suicide. 
Despite UPA government’s land mark 
employment guarantee scheme – Mahatma 
Gandhi NREGA, no one in Madhya Pradesh 
could secure jobs. Congress’s fight is 
against poverty and hunger. Hence we have 
introduced the schemes like Food Security 
bill, midday meal to help the poor. We also 
introduced policies for better education, 
health, roads, water and electricity. The BJP 
government had made several lucrative 
promises but it had failed to fulfil them in 
all these years. The BJP government here 
has failed to implement several welfare 
schemes initiated by the Centre. The Central 
government extended all its possible help and 
support for Madhya Pradesh’s development 
and huge funds were sent to the state under 
various schemes. But where all these funds 
vanished? You must ask the state government 
about you must get an answer from the BJP 
government.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi also slammed the BJP 
govt. for not implementing pro-people 

welfare schemes of the UPA Government at 
the Centre. “The BJP government had made 
several lucrative promises but it had failed to 
fulfill them in all these years. 

The Congress President said that her party 
never compromise on its principles and will 
never do so. “If Congress comes to power 
in Madhya Pradesh, you will witness a sea 
of change in development and we will work 
for the upliftment and progress of the poor 
and downtrodden. We will deliver on our 
promises made in our election manifesto” 
she assured.

”Congress never makes hollow promises. We 
do what we say. I, therefore request all 
of you not to fall in the traps of false 
promises made by our opponents” 
warned Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and urged the people’s 
support for her party.

MIZORAM
sOnIA gAnDhI LAuDs 
EFFORTs OF COngREss 
gOvERnMEnT
lunglai, Mizoram: Congress 
President and UPA Chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi addressed a well 
attended election rally on 18th 
November, 2013 in Lunglei at poll 
bound Mizoram and lauded the 
efforts of the Congress government 
in ensuring welfare and upliftment 
of the common man. 

While referring to the historic 
Food Security  Bi l l  of  the 
Congress-led UPA Government at 
the Centre, Sonia Gandhi explained, 
“Now we have made much progress 
in the country and in the North-east 

and in Mizoram; but in spite of that we all 
know that we still have many areas where 
people suffer from malnutrition specially 
children and expecting mothers; and at 
least to meet this challenge and ensure that 
everyone gets a meal, our government has 
enacted Food Security bill and we must 
add that despite all opposition from other 
parties including the BJP we were able to 
pass the bill”.

Striking a chord with the tribals, the Congress 
President said, “Our record speaks for our 
efforts towards the protection of tribal 
rights. We enacted a law guaranteeing forest 
right and have also settled the right of both 
communities and individuals over the forest 
lands in a fair and equitable fashion.” 

”And the new law on land acquisition 
ensures compensation, promises 

by law, transparency and its 
fair compensation especially 
for tribal families something 
which earlier did not always 
happen. Families living in 
tribal areas are ensured with 

benefits such as extra 
compensation and land 

for land”, she added.

Congress President 
further said that “We 

have built number of 
roads under the Prime 
Minister Gram Sadak 
Yojana. I am aware 
t hat ,  in  ter ms  of 
building roads we 
need to repair number 
of them, we need to 
fasten our state and 
that we will do. We 

have also planned to 

asseMbly electIons 2013
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connect Mizoram with rest of the country 
through the railway lines that is of course 
is something will take time but I will put all 
my efforts behind implementation of this 
railway project”. 

Lauding the state government’s efforts, 
Sonia Gandhi said “Recently we have started 
a new initiative for youth of the state and 
this initiative actually is a program called 
The Prime Minister Rural Development 
Fellow. We will take brightest and best 
professionals and deploy them in places of 
North-east, in places of Mizoram to assist 
local administration in implementation of 
our schemes for rural development”.

RAJAsThAn
COngREss PREsIDEnT 
ATTACkIng BJP FOR LEvELLIng 
BAsELEss ChARgEs AgAInsT 
ThE sTATE gOvERnMEnT
Kota (rajasthan): Congress President and 
UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
addressed a huge election rally in 
Kota at poll bound Rajasthan on 
23rd November, 2013. She lauded the 
efforts taken by the Chief Minister 
Shri Ashok Gehlot in the state for 
the welfare and upliftment of the 
people in the state and also launched 
a blistering attack on BJP for levelling 
baseless charges against the state 
government. 

“Everyone is convinced about the 
rapid development taking place in 
Rajasthan, except the BJP. It sees 
no development in Rajasthan and 
levels baseless allegations against us. 
The BJP even alleges that the free 
medicines being distributed to the 

poor in Rajasthan, contains poison” said the 
Congress President and commented, “The 
poison is not in the medicines but in the 
mindset of the BJP, which is busy in attacking 
us. They are just greed for power and are not 
bothered about the poor”. 

Showering praises Congress government in 
the state, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said, “I want 
to specially appreciate the free-medicine-
distribution scheme for the poor implemented 
by the Gehlot government in Rajasthan, by 
which everyone can avail free medicine and 
treatment facilities at government hospitals 
in the state. Under its food security scheme, 
foodgrains at Rs. 1/- per kg is available for the 
persons below BPL. I also specially mention 
the old age and widow pension scheme 
launched by the Congress government here. 
For the first time in its history, the state govt 
increased the pension amount and ensured 
that every old aged person does get it. The 
Gehlot govt also has begun a scheme with 

the cooperation of HUDCO to provide 
permanent housing for the people below BPL. 
Every family in the state feel socially secured 
now due to the various welfare measures 
taken by the Congress government.” 

In another dig at BJP, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said, “We are not among those who keep on 
spreading lies and making false claims.  The 
BJP has been doing this since long. Let them 
do whatever they feel like. Let them abuse 
us, but we will continue our good work for 
the mankind. We will continue to work for 
Rajasthan’s development and for making the 
lives of its people better and brighter” and 
promised, “I want to assure you that we will 
fulfil all the promises made in our election 
manifesto, honestly and with commitment”. 

“I, therefore, appeal to all of you to ensure 
each and every single vote in favour of 
Congress so that Rajasthan will have a 
Congress government yet again”, she said 
while concluding her address. v
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ChhATTIsgARh
Rahul Gandhi in Chhattisgarh

BJP gOvT. Is ThE ChAMPIOn 
OF CORRuPTIOn, ThE WORLD 
ChAMPIOn
rajnandgaon (chhattisgarh): AICC Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed a 
huge election rally in Rajnandangaon at poll 
bound Chhattisgarh on 8th November, 2013. 
He slammed the ruling BJP government in 
the state by calling it the world champion 
in corruption. “BJP is the champion of 
corruption; it is the world champion in 
corruption”, he said.

He said “You must be remembering that entire 
Congress leadership in this state was killed 
by Naxals few months back. “I was talking 
about attacks on our Congress leaders. These 
leaders were very close to the people. But 
they were snatched from you. In fact, the 
attack was not on Congress but it was on the 
voice of common man”. “Nandkumar Patel 
was going to become the Chief Minister of 
Chhattisgarh. He was unstoppable. There was 
only one way to stop him and that was to kill 
him. That is what happened”, the entire top 
Congress leaders including Nandkumar Patel 
and Shukla ji, were brutally massacred.  What 

did the state government 
do after that? The leaders 
of BJP talk big things on 
terrorism and violence, but 
do nothing.

Shri Rahul Gandhi attacking 
on BJP Government in that 
state said, “For the past ten 
years BJP has been ruling 
Chhattisgarh. There is no 
problem with this state. There is no shortage 
for money, resources, lands or forests. 
Chhattisgarh is rich but people are poor. The 
BJP government says it is developing the state. 
What development they are talking about? Are 
the youth in Chhattishgarh getting jobs? Are 
you getting proper education?   The people 
in the govt just talk big things but people get 
nothing”. “Our country cannot move forward 
until we empower the common people - this 
has been the vision of the Congress. BJP 
wants that the entire power rest with the 
chief minister and also those with him enjoy 
benefits. And then they make big speeches 
about ensuring people benefit,” Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said.

“You know that about 6 lakh acres of lands 
were acquired by the BJP government here 
and sold it to big industrialists, but people 
got no benefits. I agree we need development, 

but the people whose lands 
are grabbed also must be 
benefitted. That is why 
we brought in the land 
bill. Not only the farmers 
whose lands are acquired 
but the labourers who 
work in the land also will 
be compensated”, said the 
Congress Vice President. 
“BJP just talks big, makes 
hollow promises. Congress 
believes in action” he 
quipped.

RAhuL gAnDhI CAMPAIgns 
FOR AssEMBLy ELECTIOns

Striking a chord with the big crowd, Rahul 
Gandhi continued “I want to remind you that 
the water, the lands and the forests here belong 
to you. The state belongs to you.  The BJP is 
trying to snatch this from you, but Congress 
will be giving it back to you. And if you want 
to give your land to the industrialists, it will 
be your choice.  No one can forcibly grab your 
lands without your permission”.

“Nandkumar Patel was your voice. When he 
was killed, your voice was killed. So let us 
form a Congress government here to initiate 
the process of empowering aam aadmi, poor, 
adivasis and the youth,” said Rahul Gandhi.

“Congress is fighting this election as one. It 
is the party of the common people, of the 
poor people, of the adivasis, labourers, Dalits, 
women and the youth. Congress is going to 
form a government here” he assured.

We have promised in our election manifesto 
that we will provide opportunity for the people 
of Chhattisgarh to secure a job here itself. This 
state is rich in resources. Most importantly 
we will empower you. It was Congress which 
gave you Panchayati Raj, aiming to empower 
the rural masses. We implemented Tribal Bill. 
But you could not avail any benefits.

“Our country cannot move forward until 
we empower the common people - this has 
been the vision of the Congress. Your Chief 
Minister has been claiming that all is well in 
Chhattisgarh. But the reality is just opposite” 
said AICC Vice President while concluding 
his speech.
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WhAT TyPE OF DEvELOPMEnT 
BJP Is TALkIng ABOuT? - RAhuL 
gAnDhI 
Kanker (chhattisgarh): Congress Vice 
President Rahul Gandhi on 8th November, 
2013 addressed a massive election rally at 
Kanker  in Chhattisgarh. While speaking on 
the occasion, Shri Rahul Gandhi hit out at the 
BJP government in Chhattisgarh, accusing it 
of snatching the rights of people, especially 
tribals. The Congress Vice President assured 
that a Congress Government in the state will 
transform Chhattisgarh and the people will 
start getting their rights.

We raised only one issue in Nayamgari; we 
need development but if you’re taking the land 
from the people, you must have your consent. 
We fought for this issue and won in the end.

We have passed the tribal bill. We want to 
give back your land as well as your rights. But 
I want to ask whether your state government 
implemented the tribal bill over here? Did you 
get your land back? No!

We are concerned for the tribals; there are 140 
types of forest crops. We have a fixed minimum 
support price for these crops. But are you able 
to avail the benefit? No!

We are trying to empower the people. We 
talk about panchayati raj, we talk about 
empowering the youth, the tribals but the BJP 
is trying to snatch your rights. The Congress 
leader slamming the ruling BJP Government 
in the state. “Today, what you have here is a 
government of industrialists. They take away 
your lands, forests; we want to change this. We 
want a government ruled by common man. 
Congress will come again in Chhattisgarh, 
everyone knows this”, added Shri Rahul 
Gandhi.

In schools here, do 
you have adequate 
teachers or sufficient 
doctors in hospitals?  
No; What type of 
government is this? 
Their leaders are 
saying, it’s a shining 
government, I don’t 
see any shining here. I 
sense fear in women’s 
heart. Youth don’t 
have jobs, so what 
type of development 
BJP is talking about?”

You have  an  old 
relation with my family. You may recall the 
relationship the relation of the people in 
Chhattisgarh had with Indira Gandhi and 
Rajiv Gandhi. I also feel the same warmth 
and affection with you. I will fight for you in 
Delhi but one negative fact is that you do not 
have a Congress government here.  So let us 
bring in a Congress government here and see 
what we will do for tribals. We will take you 
forward rapidly. It will be a government of 
poor, youth and tribals not of industrialists”, 
said Rahul Gandhi

We want to change this. AICC Vice President 
further assured them that Congress will form a 
government here and will take care of women 
and provide employment to the youth. We 
want a government ruled by common man. 

The polling in Chhattisgarh is scheduled to 
take place in two phases, on Nov 11 and 19.

Rahul Gandhi Chhattishgarh Visit

RAhuL gAnDhI sTRIkEs ChORD 
WITh PEOPLE; sLAMs BJP
Kharsia (chhattisgarh): Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi while addressing 
a election rally on 
16th November, 2013 
in Kharsia in poll 
bound Chhattisgarh, 
appealed that people 
m u s t  r e m e m b e r 
the great sacrifice 
of former Congress 
l e a d e r  l a t e  S h r i 
Nandu Kumar Patel, 
who was killed by  
Maoists alongwith 
several other senior 
party leaders in Jiram 
Valley on 25th May 

this year. Every day is 25th May for common 
man, oppressed people, Dalits and tribals in 
the state; and every place is Jiram Ghati.

 Atrocities on women is also like May 25 and 
when youth are devoid of education then that 
day is like also May 25 and that place is Jiram 
Ghati. You are being exploited every day and 
everywhere here”, said the Congress Vice-
President. “He was a man of the masses. Now 
Congress thinks in the manner he used to 
think. Whether it’s RTI, MGNREGA or Food 
Security Bill we want to empower women, 
youth and the people of villages. Your money, 
your power should belong to you and our 
efforts are in that direction”, he added. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi then struck an emotional 
chord with the huge gathering and said “I want 
the people of Chhattisgarh are empowered. I 
was sad because I had found a leader in Nandu 
Patel. I want not one but around 500 Nandu 
Kumar Patel. I will not bring them from Delhi, 
I want them from the crowd here who can 
stand up and kick out BJP from here... these 
thieves from here. That is the only way we can 
move forward”.

RAhuL gAnDhI ATTACks BJP 
OvER gROWIng nAxAL vIOLEnCE
raipur, chhattisgarh: Congress Vice-
President Shri Rahul Gandhi while addressing 
a massive election rally on 16th November, 
2013 in Raipur in poll bound Chhattisgarh 
raised questions on BJP talks about terrorism 
and says there should be a fight against 
terrorism. But the amount of fear, violence we 
see in Chhattisgarh, cannot be seen in other 
states. I was in Jammu and Kashmir few days 
back and if you compare between Chhattisgarh 
and Jammu & Kashmir then there is more 
violence and fear here in Chhattisgarh. 

He further said that people are being killed 
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on regular basis but state government is not 
serious about terrorism. He also remarked 
that it’s difficult to develop when there is fear 
and violence take their place in people’s heart.  

“There are more Moaists dominant places here 
than any other state. BJP questions us that we 
are not doing anything against terrorism. BJP 
leaders roam around in other states but never 
speak a word against terrorism here. Where 
there is fear and violence take place then it’s 
difficult to develop,” he added.

“We talk about food security bill; we want to 
empower the common man, women, youth 
and Sarpanchs. We have brought the RTI 
so that you can ask what you want from the 
government. The decisions which were taken 
in closed rooms are now coming out in open. 
We brought the Rozgaar Yojana for you so that 
you can avail the jobs opportunities,” added 
Shri Rahul Gandhi. 

 “Coal belongs to you, it’s not a property of 
any minister, but it belongs to common man, 
youth and women of here and same goes for 
land. Big speeches have been delivered against 
corruption by the BJP leaders but they don’t 
see the corruption here under their rule,” said 
the AICC Vice President.

“There are only speeches and lies for you 
from BJP. They are not talking about the loss 
you have suffered in last 10 years. You must 
bring a government which works for common 
man, women, poor people, and youth.  You 
must get benefits from your land, forests and 
water and only Congress can ensure it. Bring 
in a Congress government.   I am sure that 
the Congress is going to win; every Congress 
worker knows that; even BJP knows this. A 
Congress government will be a government 
of poor people, women and youth” asserted 
the Congress Vice President.

DELhI
shEILA gOvERnMEnT 
TRAnsFORMED DELhI: RAhuL 
gAnDhI
new Delhi: Congress Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi started party’s poll campaign in Delhi by 
addressing a huge election rally at Mangolpuri. 
While speaking on the occasion, he showered 
praises on Congress government in Delhi led 
by Sheila Dixit and said that the Congress 
govt has transformed the state in the past 15 
years. “The shining Metro in Delhi has become 
a model for others” he said. “The Congress 

G o v e r n m e n t  i n 
Delhi has welcomed 
the migrants with an 
open heart and also 
authorised several 
resettlement colonies 
in Delhi.  Further 
ownership rights were 
handed over to 45 
resettlement colonies 
also by the Congress 
Govt”,  said Rahul 
Gandhi.

“Congress Government at the Centre has 
initiated a process of granting rights to the 
people. We gave you the right to job, right 
to information and right to food”, said 
Rahul Gandhi. “The Right to Information 
empowered the people. Now they can get any 
information about the government functions. 
The decisions which were taking behind closed 
doors have now come out in the open and 
people can have access to it now”, said the 
Congress Vice President.

“The Food Security Bill guarantees rights 
to food for the poor in the country. But the 
opposition questioned this policy too by asking 
from where we will have funds for it. But we 
showed them that we can arrange resources 
for it”, said Rahul Gandhi slamming the BJP’s 
efforts to block the pro-poor measures of the 
UPA Government.

“Only Congress understands the pain of the 
people. They need jobs, they need adequate 
health facilities. Most of the earning they make, 
the poor are forced to spend it on treatment. 
We realise it and we framed policies to solve 
these issues being faced by them”, added the 
Congress leader.

MADhyA PRADEsh
COngREss WILL FORM A 
gOvERnMEnT... WILL BE A 
gOvERnMEnT OF AAM ADMI, 
WOMEn AnD ThE yOuTh
sagar (Madhya Pradesh): The Congress 
Vice President Rahul Gandhi addressed a 
mammoth rally on 24th October, 2013 at Rahat 
Garh in Sagar district of Madhya Pradesh.  
He slammed BJP for ignoring the poor and 
assured that a Congress government will 
be formed in the state post elections. “Such 
a government will be of aam aadmi, the 
youth and of the women here” promised the 

Congress Vice President.

He also slammed BJP for its “politics of India 
Shining”. The Congress Vice-President asserted 
that the Congress unit in the state is fighting 
with unity and expressed confidence that it 
will form the next government in Madhya 
Pradesh, which will belong to the poor, youths 
and women.  You must be remembering 
that Bundelkhand was severely affected by 
drought in 2008. I had visited this place. I 
visited drought-hit areas of Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh. I stayed overnight at the 
houses of the villagers here, shared their meals, 
faced mosquito-bites, had the water from their 
wells and also had fallen sick. But I felt happy; 
I go to the people to know their problems. Our 
leaders must have the knowledge what exactly 
is happening in the villages. They must know 
what kind of life the villages are leading.  

“Bundelkhand has become a victim of the 
slogan of India shining. The politics of India 
Shining has ignored the screams of the people 
of Bundelkhand for development. Did you feel 
the glaze of India shining? This is politics of air-
conditioner, the politics of industrialists, they 
practise,” Rahul Gandhi said taking a dig at BJP.

We want that everyone must avail the benefits 
of the infrastructure. We want the children of 
the poor people must be able to travel by the 
aeroplane. We are following a politics of aam 
aadmi. Everyone wants development. We also 
want the roads and all other infrastructure in 
our country. We made three times more road 
than what were constructed during NDA’s 
period. BJP did not construct as many airports 
as we did. We will make all those things, but 
the question is different. Who will feed the 
people who walk on these roads and work in 
these farms? Will they get food through roads 
and airports? It is the Congress party only, 
which is bothered about aam aadmi. We want 
development but at the same time we want 
empowerment and upliftment of the poor too.

“It is the Congress party only, which is bothered 
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about aam aadmi. We want development but 
at the same time we want empowerment and 
upliftment of the poor too” argued Rahul 
Gandhi. “Congress has initiated a politics of 
granting rights to the people. We gave you 
the right to job; crores of people availed its 
benefits. Now we have implemented Right to 
food. For thousands of years, lots of people 
are forced to live in hunger. Now we guarantee 
them 35 kg food grains at Rs. 1 per kg” said 
the Congress leader referring to the historic 
food security bill implemented by the UPA 
Government at the Centre.

“Indira Gandhi talked about ‘roti, kapda aur 
makaan’. You used to say then we will eat half 
the bread and bring Congress to power. Now 
we have changed the slogan. We will have full 
bread and bring Congress to power. Whatever 
be the consequences, we are not going to desert 
the poor, the weaker sections and the women,” 
he added.

Speaking about Congress’ struggle to pass 
the land acquisition bill, he said his party was 
committed to ensuring that poor farmers get 
the value of their land at market rate. “If the 
land of the poor is sold, he should get the 
market rate. If the rich get market rate, then 
farmers and labourers should also get market 
rate and the people working on that farmer’s 
land should also be compensated,” he said.

“…Congress will form a government here and 
that government will be a government of aam 
aadmi, women and the youth. It will have the 
voice of Bundelkhand,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi 
while concluding his address.

sLAMs BJP FOR IgnITIng 
COMMunAL FIRE:  RAhuL gAnDhI
Indore (Madhya Pradesh): Congress Vice 
President Rahul Gandhi struck an emotional 
chord with the people of Indore while 
addressing a mammoth election rally as part of 

his campaign in poll-bound Madhya Pradesh 
on 25th October, 2013.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said “When we took 
computers to Bangalore in 1980, BJP laughed 
at us, they criticised us saying all jobs will be 
gone; yes; all jobs are now gone to Bangalore. 
Congress with the help of the power of the 
people here can make this city an industrial 
capital. We can do it. We will use the Central 
funds properly to build infrastructure and will 
prevent the industrialists and business houses 
running away from here.

He further said “We must dream big. I don’t say 
that Indore should beat Mumbai or Bangalore, 
it will take the city 15 years to do so but in 10 
years time Indore should definitely be among 
the top 5 commercial cities. We will give you 
the infrastructure to do so and you must give 
your strength to us too..  I will be here to fight 
with you to make this dream a reality”.

“We have to make this historic city of Indore 
the commercial capital of not only Madhya 
Pradesh but of India. Will there be a day 
when on being asked about Indore, people 
in US and UK say that it is the industrial & 
commercial capital of India?” and the huge 
crowd roared’ Yes”.

“If Indore has to be made an industrial and 
commercial capital, MP government has to 
listen to the people.  The people of Indore 
want jobs and other infrastructure. The day 
government listens to the public, the day youth 
of Indore is given power, Indore will become 
a commercial capital. It has been 10 years, 
but BJP has been unable to make Indore a 
commercial capital; frankly they are not even 
capable of doing it” further said the Congress 
Vice President.

Slamming the BJP for inciting violence and for 
sparking communal fire, Rahul Gandhi said 
“Wherever they (BJP) go, there is a fire. What 

they don’t realise is 
the damage that it 
does. And who does 
the fire-fighting? The 
Congress Party. BJP 
thinks that they can 
win polls by inciting 
riots”.

“People gave mandate 
to Congress party 
in 2004 and 2009 
because India is about 
love, brotherhood. 
We don’t like hatred.  

Only Congress talks about love, brotherhood 
and harmony. We unite people. The Congress 
believes in harmony” said the Congress Vice 
President and added “All big things that have 
been achieved in this world have been done 
through love. Hatred achieves nothing, only 
gets people killed”.

To spell out the difference between the 
ideology of Congress and the BJP, Rahul 
Gandhi said “We make more roads, airports, 
railways - but we also empower the poor. That 
is why we implemented the right to food, right 
to job and Land Acquisition bill. We will never 
desert the poor. India is not built by roads, it 
is built by its people”.

Referring the Muzaffarnagar riots, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said, “We need to take everyone in 
India along with us - every mother, every 
child irrespective of religion or caste. But 
BJP believes in making people fight with one 
another for narrow political gains. That is 
what happened in Muzaffarnagar. I had gone 
there. Both Hindus and Muslims were killed. 
Both Hindus and Muslims told me that there 
was no hatred among them. They told me that 
BJP ignited fire. It made those people to fight. 
BJP knows that they cannot win polls without 
spreading hatred among Hindus and Muslims”.

“We need to empower the poor, downtrodden, 
women and the youth. This can be done only 
by the Congress. BJP will not do it. I want 
people from the most underprivileged section 
to be the lawmakers. We must do it. Congress 
can do it,” Shri Rahul Gandhi concluded his 
speech and the crowd acknowledged it with 
loud cheers.

The assembly elections in Madhya Pradesh will 
be held on November 25 and the counting will 
be done on Dec 8.

RAJAsThAn
I DOn’T CARE IF I AM kILLED OnE 
DAy LIkE My gRAnDMOThER AnD 
FAThER: RAhuL gAnDhI
churu (rajasthan): Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi on 23rd October addressed 
a mammoth election rally at Churu in 
Rajasthan and slammed Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) for igniting communal fire in the country 
for its narrow political gains.

“What does BJP do? They spark communal 
fire whether it is in Muzaffarnagar, Gujarat, 
UP, Kashmir or elsewhere.  Then we have to 
go to the people to put the fire out. This is 
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harmful for our country. My grandmother and 
father were assassinated and tomorrow I also 
may get killed; but I just don’t care” said the 
Congress Vice President and the huge crowd 
acknowledged it with loud applauds.

“BJP spreads divisive ideology for its narrow 
political gains. I had gone to Muzaffarnagar. I 
interacted with both Muslims and Hindus. I 
could see myself in them.  I was seeing my face 
in their tears. I want all Indians live together…” 
he continued.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also narrated how he felt 
when he lost his grandmother and father. 
He said that he was angry when he lost his 
beloved but did control it though it took time. 
“I understand the pain of losing someone 
very close”.

“One gets angry when he is hungry. Women get 
worried if their children do not get sufficient 
food. The youth get angry if they fail to secure 
a job. We understand it” he said. “That is why 
we initiated granting rights to the people like 
Right to Job and Right to food. We gave right 
to job to address the issue of unemployment. 
Food Security Bill ensures you food grain at 
Rs. 1 per kg.  We enacted this law to eradicate 
hunger from our country” said Shri Rahul 
Gandhi Congress leader.

While lauding the UPA Government policies, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said “Congress party has 
initiated a politics of granting people’s right 
in its past 9 years’ rule. We also enacted Land 
Acquisition Bill to benefit the farmers as well 
as the labourers working in those lands”.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said the Congress party 
has always worked for the poor and will 
continue to work for their welfare. “We want 
to take everyone along, irrespective of caste 
and financial condition. “We know there is 
hunger in our Country. There are rich and poor 
sections in India. We need a partnership - the 
poor and rich need to join hands and take 
the country forward. Without enterprises, 
industrial units we cannot move ahead” said 
Shri Rahul Gandhi.  

“I also want to tell you something about Churu. 
PCC President was saying that this place 
suffers from both the highest and the lowest 
temperatures. There are issues of water scarcity 
also here and we have therefore extended the 
Indira Gandhi Canal to this place. Gehlot 
Ji has done some tremendous works for the 
welfare of the people here like improvement in 
electricity, pension schemes for senior citizens, 
and free medicines for the poor including for 

animals.  His government here 
wants to take everyone along in 
the process of development.  We 
believe in inclusive growth” he said.

We need to reform the existing political 
system also in the coming 10 years. Today 
the doors of our system are closed for the 
common people and all decisions are 
being taken by a handful of people in 
all parties. You all have mobiles phone 
in your pockets – thanks to Rajiv Ji. 
Similarly, I want the keys of 
political decisions also in the 
pockets of our youth.   Positive 
changes will take place in all 
political parties after 2014. 
Take it from me. All parties 
will be forced to do so. Thank 
you.

RAhuL gAnDhI: 
COngREss hAs 
InITIATED A PROCEss TO 
InCORPORATE vIEWs OF PEOPLE 
In OuR MAnIFEsTO 
alwar (rajasthan): Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi on 23rd October, 2013 
addressed a mega election rally at Kheldi in 
Alwar district of Rajasthan. While speaking 
on the occasion, the Congress leader said that 
Congress party’s election manifesto will have 
the views of common people.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said “Normally election 
manifestoes of political parties are being made 
behind closed doors. So the Congress party 
has initiated a process to incorporate common 
people’s opinion in our political manifesto.  We 
want to get the opinion of the common people, 
women, youth and others in our manifesto and 
we have made a team to do so. The manifesto 
of Congress party will be a manifesto of the 
aam aadmi and we will implement it” 

 “The Opposition party wants to spread 
hatred and make people fight each other. Such 
ideology is harmful and pains all section of 
the people. But Congress party believes in 
inclusive growth. We take everyone along 
with us” argued Shri Rahul Gandhi.   Referring 
terrorism he added, “They spread hatred for 
their narrow political gains...  I suffered it 
twice…. “No one gets angry so easily. In fact 
people provoke them and make them angry. I 
had gone to Muzaffarnagar. I interacted with 
both Muslims and Hindus. I could see myself 
in them.  I was seeing my face in their tears 
because I am also a victim of terrorism. Today, 

lakhs of people 
are affected 
b y  t h e 
menace  of 

terrorism…”. “We cannot develop with 
anger; development is possible only if there 
is brotherhood and love”. I am told that it was 
Shekhawat ji’s birthday.   I pay respect to him 
because after all he was an Indian and was 
a good leader.   If we want to progress, we 
must stay united. We must fight together, win 
together and in case we have to die, we must 
die together.   Unity is our strength and if we 
stay united no force in the earth can beat us” 
added the Congress Vice President and the 
huge crowd welcomed it with loud cheers.

Striking an emotional chord with the people, 
Rahul Gandhi continued “We are fighting 
for the people’s rights. If Congress forms a 
government, that will be a government of 
weaker sections, poor and the youth. That will 
not be a government of industrialists. We need 
industrialists and there is a need to join hands 
with them for development. We need to build 
a partnership between the common people 
and the industrialists to take our country 
forward”.  “Such a partnership must benefit 
both the parties. It must not harm the poor. 
Their lands should not be acquired forcibly or 
for cheaper prices. That is why we have enacted 
Land Acquisition Bill. No one can acquire 
poor people’s lands easily or forcibly. They can 
acquire lands only with the consent of the land 
owners and after paying the adequate price,” 
he asserted.

.”Every young person in our country is 
worried when he could secure a job. I have 
an answer for that. Our government have 
started building rail and industrial corridors 
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across the country. This will grant huge job 
opportunities to the people. There will be 
more and more industries come up in these 
corridors” he informed.

Now I want to tell you something about 
Rajasthan and Gehlot Ji. Just now one citizen 
approached Gehlot Ji and thanked him for 
his pension scheme for old citizens. I want 
to inform Gehlot Ji that the free-medicine 
scheme initiated by the Congress government 
in Rajasthan will be implemented across the 
country.

Rahul Gandhi went on to say “We must 
effectively use the power of the youth. We 
need to reform the existing political system. 
Today the doors of our system are closed for 
the common people and all decisions are being 
taken by a handful of people in all parties.  The 
voice of the women, the youth and aam aadmi 
must be heard by the political system”.

Voting in the state is slated for Dec 1 and 
counting of ballots will be held on Dec 8.

BJP nOT BOThERED ABOuT 
TOMORROW, IgnOREs ThE POOR
chittorgarh (rajasthan): Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed a 
mammoth election rally at Chittorgarh in poll 
bound Rajasthan and alleged that BJP does not 
think about the future but only bothered about 
the present. He also accused it of favouring 
the interests of businessmen and industrialists 
over those of the common man.

”On one side there is the Congress and on 
other is the Opposition. But there is big 
difference in their thinking. We say this 
country is everyone’s - the rich, the poor, 
the businessman, the dalit. This country is 
everyone’s. And they say the focus should be 
on select people. They say if a government has 
to run, it will run for industrialists”, said the 
Congress Vice President.

”They just think that development is complete 
if roads, airports and railway lines are built. But 
we believe that empowerment and upliftment 
of the people also are necessary along with 
development. We want the kith and kin of the 
poor who work hard for development must 
be able to avail its benefits. That is why we 
initiated a right-based approach in governance. 
We want to ensure the rights of the people 
without any discrimination. They must have 
the security for food, employment and other 
basic needs” continued Rahul Gandhi.

Continuing his attack on BJP, the Congress 
Vice President said that “These people (BJP) 
don’t think about tomorrow, they think about 
today. They don’t care about poor; they make 
people fight one another. They make people 
of Bombay fight the people of Uttar Pradesh. 
They don’t think if they make people fight, 
what will be the future”.

”BJP’s people often meet me in Parliament, and 
they talk against MNREGA, Food Security Bill; 
and do you know why BJP is against this? They 
do not agree to the proposal to give anything 
free to the poor. They told me that free food 
and free medicines will make the poor lazy. 
We think differently. We say if a man is stuck 
in poverty, there is wall in front of him. And 
to remove this wall, we must help him. But the 
BJP wants the poor to smash the wall himself. 

But we want to help the poor break the wall” 
added Shri Rahul Gandhi.

He said that the BJP talks loud about 
corruption. It is the Congress which gave you 
the RTI by which any citizen of India can ask 
the question about government functioning. 
It helps to tackle corruption. It empowers the 
people. We do talk about infrastructure as we 
have built 3 times more roads than NDA in 
last 5 years. It was the Congress which built 
the shining airport in Rajasthan. We build 
infrastructure but never forget the poor 
and Shri Ashok Gehlot also do the same in 
Rajasthan. 

”Chittorgarh is the centre of Cement industry 
and whole Asia has admitted it. We have 
initiated Delhi-Mumbai corridor – both 
railway and industrial. We are connecting 
you with Delhi on one hand and Mumbai on 
the other hand and when it will get completed 
then Chittorgarh will not only become a centre 
of Asia in cement industry but for the whole 
world” asserted the Congress Vice President.

Shri Rahul Gandhi underlined that Congress 
is going to win the election and you will see 
a government that goes to villages, fights for 
poor. We will have a government of common 
man. Congress believes in inclusive growth 
and wants to take everyone along. v

asseMbly electIons 2013



Congress sandesh | 18 | november 2013

“Why is the voice of the backward region  
not being heard in Lucknow?”

gIvE us POWER, WE’LL ChAngE ThE 
FACE OF BunDELkhAnD: RAhuL gAnDhI

congress VIce PresIDent’s uP VIsIt

raath (hamirpur-uttar Pradesh): The 
Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
on 30th October, 2013 lashed out at the 
Uttar Pradesh government for ignoring the 
backward region and stressed the need for 
formation of a Congress government in the 
State.

Addressing a “Jan Adhikar Dhanyvaad” 
rally here, Shri Rahul Gandhi said “I have a 
long relationship with Bundelkhand. When 
you were passing through a bad time, I had 
come to you and Central government had 
sanctioned a financial package of Rs. 3000 
crore for Bundelkhand. But could you get any 
benefit? No; because the state government 
here did not allow those funds to reach you. 
We had sent money for water and wells, but 
no one benefitted. I had visited Bundelkhand 
even after the Centre sanctioned the financial 
packages. The people there complained that 
they could not get the relevant financial 
assistance for constructing the wells and they 
were in deep trouble.”

He said the Samajwadi Party government was 
formed in 2012 with a “young Chief Minister” 
at the helm, yet the benefits of development 
had not reached Bundelkhand. Youth had to 
migrate to Mumbai and Delhi in search of 
livelihood. The SP government promised jobs, 
but nothing came of it.

If the voice of Bundelkhand could reach Delhi, 
why was it not being heard in Lucknow? “There 
is no Congress government in Lucknow; give 
the party strength and we will change the face 
of Bundelkhand,” the Amethi MP said, adding 
he wanted it linked to the “rest of the world 
and America” through development.

Referring to the demand for a rail line 

i n  R a a t h ,  S h r i 
Gandhi said: your 
demands are not 
big. In fact you need 
to demand more. 
You must demand 
more industries in 
Bundelkhand.Sapna 
chhota hai,  bada 
sapna dekho (Don’t 
dream for  smal l 
things, dream big). 
Even as he assured 
the gathering that 
he would take up 
the demand with 
the Centre, he said 
a  rai l  l ine a lone 
would not  br ing 
about a change. We 
need a government 
which works for 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
B u n d e l k h a n d . 
We need to make 
Bu n d e l k h an d  a s 
Bangalore. Bangalore is said to be the IT city 
now. When Rajivji initiated IT revolution, 
people had laughed at him. But he was 
determined. Now you can see how Bangalore 
has transformed. I want same thing to happen 
in Bundelkhand also. We need to connect 
Bundelkhand with big countries like America”.    
He further said “Congress ideology is not 
based on any particular caste or religion. Our 
vision is the vision of Indians. Opposition 
also talks about development. But UPA built 
three times more roads than NDA in five 
years. We also want roads, railway lines and 
airports but at the same time our ultimate 

aim is to empower the people also alongwith 
development. Congress aims to empower the 
women and the youth.

On the UPA government’s Food Security Bill, 
the Congress vice-president said henceforth 
no one would remain hungry as foodgrains 
would be available cheap throughout India. He 
chided the BJP and other Opposition parties 
for opposing the Bill, and assailed the U.P. 
government for stating the law would not be 
implemented before the Lok Sabha poll. The 
people of Bundelkhand needed food security 
and U.P. would be the biggest beneficiary of 
the Bill, he said.
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congress VIce PresIDent’s uP VIsIt

Rahul Gandhi: People of UP are intelligent, 
they will oust divisive forces and will vote for 
Congress 

Salempur (UP): The Congress Vice President 
Shri  Rahul Gandhi addressed a huge rally 
on 30th October, 2013 at Salempur in Deoria 
district of Uttar Pradesh. He slammed the 
ruling Samajwadi government in the state for 
ignoring development and also slammed the 
BJP for its divisive politics.

He said “Uttar Pradesh is not having a 
Congress government for the past 25 years. 
When we were fighting 2004 general elections, 
we had made a promise to the people that if we 
win the elections we will form a government 
at the Centre which works for aam aadmi, 
the poor, the women and the youth. We 
had promised that we will take measures to 
empower the poor and downtrodden.”

“Ultimately what is happening? These parties 
make people fight each other. That is what 
happened in Muzaffarnagar. I had gone there 
and had talked to both Hindus and Muslims. 
Both of them told me that there is no hatred 
among them. They told me that some political 
parties are inciting hatred among them 
and make them fight each other for narrow 
political gains. Who is the loser? It is the 
common people who suffer – not political 
leaders or parties” said Shri Rahul Gandhi 
while attacking the BJP and SP in particular.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said “No one is going 

to reap any benefit 
from such divisive 
politics. Congress 
party is against such 
ideology. We believe 
in inclusive growth 
and harmony.  We 
want  ever yone – 
H i n d u ,  Mu s l i m , 
Sikh - to take part 
in the process of 
development. This 
land belongs to all 
citizens”.  He further 
said  that  “ These 
pol it ica l  par t ies , 
w h i c h  s p r e a d 
hatred among the 
communities, think 
that they can reap 
political gains by 
such divisive tactics. 
R ememb er,  such 
violence take place 
only during elections 
because they think 

that they can win elections by engineering 
such riots. But I want to remind them that the 
people of Uttar Pradesh are intelligent. They 
identify the parties which incite violence and 
spread divisive agenda”.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also warned that these 
political parties, which spread hatred among 
the communities, think that they can reap 
political gains by such divisive tactics. 
“Remember, such violence take place only 
during elections because they think that they 
can win elections by engineering such riots”. 
“But I want to remind them that the people 
of Uttar Pradesh are intelligent. They identify 
the parties which incite violence and spread 
divisive agenda” said the Congress leaders and 
the huge crowd greeted it with loud applauds.

“I also want to tell such parties that the people 
of Uttar Pradesh will again vote for Congress 
so that they need an aam aadmi government at 
the Centre. They did it in 2004, 2009 and they 
are going to do it again in 2014. They want a 
government that works for the people; they 
want a government that realises their pain; 
they need a government that benefit the poor 
farmers”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“The state government here does not talk 
about generating employment or industries. 
Only Congress does so. We implemented 
right to job, Right to Food, RTI and waived off 
loans of the poor farmers – all these measures 

were aimed at the welfare of the common 
people.  But the people are not able to avail 
its full benefits as the state government is not 
properly implementing such schemes. Please 
put pressure on your state government to 
implement central schemes properly. It is 
for your benefit” urged the young Congress 
leader.

UPA gave you the right to job. We gave 
the people the right to job without any 
discrimination. Lakhs of people could avail its 
benefits and we guaranteed minimum of 100 
days jobs to the rural poor. Opposition raised 
questions from where we will have money 
for it. We showed them how can we arrange 
resources. We also waived off the loans worth 
Rs. 70000 crore of the poor farmers. 

We have now implemented Food Security 
law which guarantees that no one in our 
country would live hungry. Every poor across 
the country is now guaranteed with food 
grains at Rs. 1 per kilogram. All the Congress 
ruled states are implementing this scheme. 
Uttar Pradesh is going to get maximum 
benefits out of this Food Security Bill, but 
the state government here says that it will not 
implement this till the next general elections. 
Please put pressure on state government to 
implement this Bill because Food Security is 
your right now.

He urged the Congress workers here to adopt 
all possible measures to get the food security 
law is implemented here successfully. This is 
the way to support the people of UP. Congress 
party has been implementing welfare schemes 
for the benefits of entire people and it is your 
responsibility to spread its messages among 
the grassroots. I want every household in Uttar 
Pradesh avails the benefit of Food Security law.

“Only the women and the youth can transform 
the state. We need more and more women 
and youth in politics to cleanse the system. 
We need to empower them and make them 
MPs and MLAs. We need the people of UP 
to stand up and fight to change the state of 
affairs here. You see what is happening in 
Rajasthan. There is no shortage of electricity 
there and there is adequate water. We have 
a Congress government there.  You can see 
similar development in Maharashtra and 
Delhi where Congress is in power. We need 
to take everyone along with us, without 
any discrimination, and must bring in 
changes” with these words Shri Rahul Gandhi 
concluded his speech.  v
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VIce PresIDent’s J&K VIsIt

RAhuL gAnDhI AT 
PAnChAyAT LEADERs 
MEET AT JAMMu -  
AssuREs TO FIghT 
FOR MORE POWERs 
TO ThEM

Jammu & srinagar : The Congress Vice 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi began his two-day 
visit to Jammu and Kashmir from 6th November, 
2013 by addressing a panchayat leaders’ 
conference at Jammu. Speaking to a gathering of 
panchayat members and sarpanches, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said in the present political environment, 
local leaders need to be empowered. 
“In 21st century politics, the local leaders need 
to be empowered” asserted the Congress Vice 
President. “If the situations need to change in 
J&K, we need to give power and responsibilities 
to our sarpanches and local bodies” he added.
”There is UPA Government in Delhi and our 
focus since 2004 has been on giving rights to 
people of this country. We passed the food 
security bill. We didn’t want anyone to be 
hungry in this country. Look at our programs, 
MNREGA or Food security bill, the truth is that 
without Panchayati Raj and Sarpanches, these 
programs can’t function.
These programs develop for villages. Sarpanches 
and Panchayats will have to support the 
government. Some critical decisions will be 
taken in small villages, and we can’t do it 
without your cooperation. If the situations 
need to change in J&K, we need to give power 
and responsibilities to our Sarpanches and local 
bodies.  What power a sarpanch or panch posses 
in J&K? Does a sarpanch, local body leader 
in Jammu and Kashmir have any powers? In 
21st century politics, the local leaders need to 
be empowered. Normally the major decisions 
are being taken by the government behind 

closed doors, but without you those cannot 
be implemented. If we want to change J&K we 
should focus on two-three factors. The local 
leaders need to be empowered; youth need to 
be given proper skill development training and 
employment; and finally the women in J&K, 
who are our backbone, have to be helped. I can’t 
see many women here today.  This has been the 
focus of the Congress party too”,  explained Shri 
Rahul Gandhi. 
Shri Rahul Gandhi struck a chord with the 
participants in the conference by saying “We 
have a government supported by you and 
we will fight for the rights of the people.  We 
implemented 73rd, 74th Amendment here. 
You will get your rights, I will fight for you. I 
will keep coming here till you get your rights” 
and the gathering greeted it with loud applauds. 
“Whatever we are doing in the rest of the states, 
we want to do that in J&K. Food security Bill, 
land acquisition bill and Panchayati raj need to 
be implemented in J&K also like in any other 
state,” commented the Congress leader.
”We should follow what states like Kerala & 
Tamil Nadu are doing well in terms of local 
governance. I will make sure that this happens in 
J&K too and I will fight for you to achieve it and 
until it happens I will keep coming back”, assured 
Rahul Gandhi while concluding his brief speech.
One of the participants who attended the 
conference complained that he is not getting any 
help from the state government though Central 
government offered full co-operation. Rahul 
Gandhi replied to that criticism in strong words. 

“I have come here to listen to you. Why would I 
have come here if I did not want to listen to you?  
We had started our fight for Land Acquisition 
Bill from Bhatta-Parsaul and it took about 
one and half years to make that Bill a reality. 
Similarly, we must continue to fight for our 
rights. We will stand by you, will pressurise the 
state government and will fight for your rights.” 
”Empowering panchayats won’t happen 
overnight, but we assure you it will be done. 
We must stand together and fight together to 
achieve it. We cannot get it freely and we need 
to pressurise the relevant authorities as a unit. 
I assure that we will accomplish our goal”, he 
promised. 
Later Shri Rahul Gandhi also met the members 
of Chambers of Commerce and Industry. On 7th 
November, 2013, He inaugurated a 5000-tonne 
Controlled Atmospheric Store- a cold storage 
facility for Horticulture Produce at Pulwama 
in Kashmir. 
“Kashmir is famous for apples. We want the 
apples from here reach places across the 
world. You need better technology and other 
infrastructure for that. You also need better 
connectivity with banks,” said the Congress Vice 
President. He also said that “the Congress-led 
UPA Government at the centre has been giving 
priority to ensure jobs for the youth in Kashmir 
and other states”.
 The Congress leader added that “the educated 
youth must get proper skill development 
training too. “We have already taken several 
initiatives in this direction” said Shri Rahul 
Gandhi and added “We also initiated several 
projects for women empowerment also and also 
sent funds for J&K. Lots of women are getting 
its benefits too”.
AICC Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi visited 
Budgam to take stock of various self-help groups 
launched under flagship scheme ‘Umeed’ and 
also attended a function organised under it at 
Budgam stadium. v
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conference

“Let me begin by extending my very warm greetings to all ranks of 
the Central Bureau of Investigation in its Golden Jubilee year, and 
also to all those who have been associated with the organization in 

the past. I also extend a very warm welcome to our guests from abroad 
who are participating in this international conference.

In the last 9 years I have now participated in this conference 6 times. 
Also, this is the 3rd consecutive year that I am addressing this event. 
I must therefore confess that it was a little difficult for me to decide 
on what to say to this distinguished gathering. What could I say to 
you which I have not said before or which you do not already know 
as experts in investigating of corruption cases? After a great deal of 
thought I decided that I would flag certain larger issues about the debate 
on corruption and related matters that our country has been witnessing.

But before I proceed further, a few words of congratulations to the very 
fine officers who have received medals today and also some remarks 
about the work of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the 
structure of this conference. The six officers whose work has been 
honored today are examples of what we can achieve with hard work 
and determination. I wish them even greater success for the future.

The CBI has now completed 50 years of its existence. Though 
conceived as an anti-corruption agency, it has consistently been asked 
to investigate complex crimes as well, particularly those which have 
national or inter-state ramifications. It has contributed significantly to 
our efforts to contain and punish cases of corruption and other serious 
crimes. I compliment the agency for its achievements.

Some questions have come up recently about the legality of the CBI. 
Our Government will look into this matter seriously and promptly. 
This is a matter that will undoubtedly have to be considered also by the 
highest court in the land. The Government will do all that is necessary 
to establish the need for the CBI and its legitimacy, and protect its past 
and future work.

PM’s speech at the International Conference 
on “Evolving Common Strategies to Combat 
Corruption and Crime”

I understand that the structure of this conference would be a departure 
from the past. The session-wise themes would cover the entire mandate 
of the CBI and not only anti-corruption efforts, as was the practice in 
the earlier conferences. I am also happy that other law enforcement 
agencies of the country as also international and national experts from a 
range of area, representatives of Public Sector Units, Industry and Non 
Governmental Organizations have also been invited to participate in 
this conference. This reflects the need that the fight against corruption 
should be a collective national effort of diverse stakeholders, and should 
not only be confined to investigation and prosecution of corruption 
related offences once they happen.

The economic reforms of the 1990s followed by periods of fast economic 
growth have brought about rapid changes in our country’s economy. 
This process of change will continue in the future as well, as our 
economy continues to grow and expand. The march of globalization 
driven by quick advances in technology is breaking down geographical 
boundaries. There is a growing exchange of people, ideas, goods, 
services, capital and data across the country and across national 
boundaries. These powerful forces of change that are instrumental in 
creating greater prosperity are also throwing up new areas of crime and 
corruption as also adding to the complexity of the existing crimes. As 
I have said on an earlier occasion, the answer to this complex set of 
issues is in emphasizing even more the need for reforms together with 
better regulation. I hope this international conference with the theme 
Evolving Common Strategies to Combat Crime and Corruption will 
help the participants enhance their understanding of transnational 
crimes and corruption.

To keep pace with the aspirations of the people for clean and transparent 
governance and also deal with the increasing complexity of economic 
offences, our government has taken several legal and administrative 
measures in the last 9 years. I would not take your time in listing 
all of them but I would mention a few like the Right to Information 
Act, initiatives to enact the Lokpal and the Lokayuktas Act and to 
amend the Prevention of Corruption Act and the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act, the Public Services Delivery Bill, and administrative 
steps to reduce discretionary powers of public servants and ensure 
expeditious disposal of disciplinary proceedings. The point I wish to 
make here is that we now have a framework in place to curb corruption 
and increase transparency and accountability in public administration. 

TO kEEP PACE WITh ThE AsPIRATIOns 
OF ThE PEOPLE FOR CLEAn AnD 
TRAnsPAREnT gOvERnAnCE AnD 
ALsO DEAL WITh ThE InCREAsIng 
COMPLExITy OF ECOnOMIC OFFEnCEs, 
OuR gOvERnMEnT hAs TAkEn 
sEvERAL LEgAL AnD ADMInIsTRATIvE 
MEAsuREs In ThE LAsT 9 yEARs: 
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan singh
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I hope that in the time to come we will be able to make effective use 
of this framework.

In the public debate on corruption in our country it is sometimes 
forgotten that economic growth also implies greater opportunity 
for corruption. It is important, therefore, that we look at the issue 
of corruption in the correct perspective. While we must maintain 
utmost vigilance in preventing corruption and do our utmost in 
ensuring transparency, accountability and probity in public life, it is 
also important to ensure that the work of nation building goes on at 
a reasonably fast pace. I think our public debate needs to concentrate 
a little more on what it would take to make our progress even faster. I 
think it needs to concentrate more on how to improve infrastructure, 
how to improve the delivery of public services and how to build 
institutions. It also needs to concentrate more on the achievements that 
we can legitimately be proud of. We can‘t be all the time just running 
down institutions of governance because there have been some cases 
of wrong doing.

As you all know, under our Constitution, maintenance of public order, 
which would include prevention, detection and prosecution of offences 
is the domain of the Executive. The police and the investigation agencies 
therefore, are a part of the Executive and must function under its 
administrative supervision.

This brings me to an issue which has made much news in the recent 
months- that of autonomy of the CBI, and generally of the police. I 
think it is very important to remember that under the law, the police 
enjoy complete autonomy in the matter of investigation of offences 
and no one, other than a superior police officer, can interfere with 
such investigation.

I would also like this gathering to reflect on the issue of autonomy of a 
police organization. Autonomy in investigation is already guaranteed. 
If anything more needs to be done to further insulate the investigative 
process from external interference, we must not hesitate to do it. But it 
would be worthwhile to introspect if the debate on autonomy should 
lose sight of the fact that the CBI and other investigating agencies are 
part of the Executive. We should be able to clearly distinguish between 
operational autonomy and the rules of oversight, supervision and 
control in organizational and institutional matters that are normal for 
public bodies of the Executive funded by public money.

That the debate on autonomy has acquired political overtones is 
indeed unfortunate. What is almost as distressing is that sensitive 
investigations are increasingly becoming subjects of running media 
commentary, often on the basis of material that is not otherwise in 
the public domain. No one can appreciate better than this gathering 
of experts that confidentiality is in the interests of the integrity of an 

ongoing investigation. This was precisely the 
thought process behind exempting the CBI 
from the RTI Act. I hope that, as responsible 
professionals, you will be able to reflect on this 
issue in the correct perspective.

Over time, investigating agencies in our 
country have been increasingly enquiring 
into administrative decisions and also matters 
relating to policy making. Such cases require 
great care in investigation. While actions 
that prima facie show malafide intent or 
pecuniary gain should certainly be questioned, 

pronouncing decisions taken with no ill-intention within the prevailing 
policy as criminal misconduct would certainly be flawed and 
excessive. Policy-making is a multi-layered and complex process in 
the government, and will increasingly become more so, and therefore 
I don’t think it would be to appropriate for a police agency to sit in 
judgment over policy formulation, without any evidence of malafide.

In order that public servants may not be paralyzed in taking effective 
decisions based on their own sound judgment and on the apprehension 
of an ill-informed inquiry or investigation, it is necessary that lines of 
confidence be clearly drawn between investigating and police agencies 
on the one hand and honest executive functionaries on the other. 
Indeed, “the protection of the honest” is a facet of Article 14 of the 
Constitution of India and is an obligation chargeable on the State. It is 
with this in view that the Prevention of Corruption Act (Amendment) 
Bill, 2013 has been introduced in the Parliament, to amend a provision 
which presently criminalizes, even in the absence of any mens rea, 
any action of a public servant that secures for any person a pecuniary 
advantage.

It is also important that errors of judgment are distinguished from 
criminal acts. As I have said on earlier occasions, decision making in 
a world of uncertainty is a highly risky operation and some decisions 
which appear sensible ex ante may ex post turn out to be faulty. Our 
administrative set up has to be so managed that the fear of the unknown 
must not lead to paralysis in decision making.

A trained mind is necessary for discovering criminality. When a charge 
sheet is filed, the charge sheet must go through rigorous process of 
scrutiny and there must be a high chance of securing conviction in that 
case. This highlights the need for greater professional expertise in the 
CBI, including from non-police organizations. I have touched upon this 
subject earlier also but this is something that is well worth repeating.

Even as the CBI strengthens its capacity and effectiveness, it must 
also work not only to strengthen the State Anti-Corruption Bureaux 
but also the State CIDs and Economic Offences Wings. I am therefore 
happy that the CBI is considering setting up a Centre of Excellence 
that will build knowledge partnerships with leading national and 
international institutions in the fields of investigation, prosecution, 
technology, forensics and management. This is an excellent initiative 
and I commend it.

Let me end by wishing this conference all success. Great importance 
attaches to your recommendation and I wish the CBI even greater 
success in its endeavors in the time to come.

Thank you. Jai Hind.” v
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IndIra GandhI natIonal InteGratIon award

new Delhi: Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi cautioned that 
“there is a danger from some ideologies, organisations and people 
who want to divide us” and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
warned on 31st October, 2013 that “attempts are being made in some 
parts of the country” to divide society on the basis of religion, caste 
and communities, while the two were speaking at the Indira Gandhi 
National Integration Award function at Jawahar Bhawan, where 
eminent agriculture scientist M.S. Swaminathan was honoured 
with the Indira Gandhi National Integration Award by Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi hit out at the communal forces. “We have always 
kept national unity as our top priority. There is always a danger from 
some ideologies, organisations and people who want to divide us. 
We need to remember Indira Gandhi’s courage and her sentiments 
so that we can fight that fear with conviction.”

Like many other great leaders of this country, Indira Gandhi was 
secular and liberal, Dr. Singh said. “Today, at a time when attempts 
are being made in some parts of the country to divide society on 
the basis of religion, caste and communities, it is all the more 
necessary to remember Indira Gandhi’s message.”  Dr. Singh also 
spoke of Indira Gandhi’s contribution to the social and economic 
development of the masses, stressing that she wanted to take the 
benefits of development to the weaker sections.

In his speech, the Prime Minister said it would not be wrong to say 
India was able to achieve the Green Revolution because of Indira 
Gandhi’s leadership and Dr. Swaminathan’s efforts.  “Based on this 
foundation, today we have been able to bring in the Food Security 
Act.”  Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi, too, referred to the 
Food Security Act, recalling the difficult times in the 1960s when 
India had to import foodgrains. In this context, she highlighted 
the role of Indira Gandhi and Dr. Swaminathan in making India 

sOnIA gAnDhI, PM LAMEnT 
‘BID TO DIvIDE sOCIETy On 
COMMunAL LInEs’

self-reliant in the agricultural sector.

In his acceptance speech, Dr. Swaminathan said that when India had 
to import 10 million tonnes of foodgrains, Indira Gandhi planned 
the creation of a grain reserve of the same quantity. Saying food 
security had helped India achieve an independent foreign policy, 
he recalled that India’s help to people from the then East Pakistan 
and the nuclear test were the result of the confidence it achieved 
through food security in the wake of the Green Revolution.

about the award: This Award consist of a Citation and cash of Rs. 
5.00 lakh to be given to Awardee by the Chairperson, Hon’ble Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi, the Congress President, on 31st October, 2013, the 

... continued on page 38
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sTREET vEnDORs (PROTECTIOn OF LIvELIhOOD AnD REguLATIOn OF 
sTREET vEnDIng) BILL, 2012 PAssED By LOk sABhA

The Lok Sabha passed the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood 
and Regulation of Street Vending) Bill, 2012.  The Bill provides for 
protection of livelihoods rights, social security of street vendors, 
regulation of urban street vending in the country and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

 Dr. Girija Vyas, Minister of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, 
said “Street vendors constitute an integral part of our urban economy. 
Street vending is not only a source of self-employment to the poor 
in cities and towns but also a means to provide ‘affordable’ as well as 
‘convenient’ services to a majority of the urban population, especially 
the common man. Street vendors are often those who are unable to 

IntroDuctory reMarK by the MInIster
v Street vendors constitute an integral part of our urban economy. Street 

vending is not only a source of self-employment to the poor in cities 
and towns but also a means to provide ‘affordable’ as well as ‘convenient’ 
services to a majority of the urban population, especially the common 
man. Street vendors are often those who are unable to get regular jobs in 
the remunerative formal sector on account of their low level of education 
and skills. They try to solve their livelihoods issues through their own 
meagre financial resources and sweat equity. 

v Given the pace of urbanization and the opportunities presented through 
the development of urban areas, the growth of street vendors’ population 
is likely to have an upward trend. It is vital that these vendors are enabled 
to pursue their livelihoods in a congenial and harassment free atmosphere. 
Inclusive growth strategy adopted by the 11th and 12th Five Year Plans calls 
for a facilitating mechanism for street vending to aid economic growth 
and inclusion simultaneously. 

v Considering the significant contribution made by street vendors to the 
urban society, and to enable them to earn a decent livelihood through 
creation of conditions for decent work, without causing obstruction to the 
public and to reflect the spirit of the Constitution of India on the right of 
citizens to equal protection before the law as well as their right to practice 
any profession, occupation, trade or business, the Government of India 
revised the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors, 2004 and brought 
out the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors, 2009. 

v The revised National Policy on Urban Street Vendors, 2009aimed at 
securing right of the citizens to have adequate means of livelihood as 
enshrined in Article 14, 19(1)(g), 38(2), 39(a), 39(b), 41 of the Constitution 
and fostering a congenial environment for the urban street vendors to 
carry out their activities without harassment from any quarter. It also 
aimed at providing a mechanism of regulation of such activities to avoid 
congestion on sidewalks and to ensure free flow of traffic on roads. After, 
the approval of the Union Cabinet on 23th February, 2009, the revised 
Policy was circulated to all States/UTs for implementation. 

v The revised Policy underscored the need for a legislative framework to 
enable street vendors to pursue an honest living without harassment. 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a 
M o d e l  S t r e e t 
Vendors (Protection 
of  L ivel ihood and 
Regulation of Street 
Vending) Bill, 2009 
was prepared by the 
Government of India. 

The Model Bill was also approved by the Union Cabinet on 23th February 
2009 and was circulated to all States for taking a cue while legislating on 
the subject. 

v Hon’ble Prime Minister addressed the Chief Ministers of States for effective 
action to implement the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors and Model 
Bill, restructure Master planning laws, earmark ‘vending zones’, ‘restricted 
vending zones’ and ‘no vending zones’ in Master/Zonal/local plans and ensure  
convergent delivery of schemes for the benefit of urban street vendors. 

v Despite these efforts and even with the wide proliferation of the trades 
included in street vending, and its increasing acceptability in the social and 
economic fabric, very few proactive policy measures by States and Urban 
Local Bodies were observed guaranteeing livelihoods of street vendors. 

v Under the National Policy on Urban Street Vendors 2009, States are 
responsible for creating a conducive framework for street vending through 
legislation as well as through implementation of the National Policy. 
However, the progress on state legislation had not been encouraging. 

v The Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation has been receiving 
continuous representations from individual street vendors and their 
organizations to bring a central legislation, which would be applicable 
to all the states and UTs. Therefore, for giving a national recognition to 
the contribution of street vendors and to ensure uniformity in the legal 
framework for street vending across States, a Central law on street vending 
is considered essential.

v Regional level consultations were organized on the subject of 
implementation of National Policy on Street Vendors and legislative 
framework for street vending in Patna on 4th-5th March, 2011, Mumbai 
on 24th September, 2011, and Delhi on 18.11.2011 which were attended 
by representatives from State Governments, Urban Local Bodies, NGOs, 
Civil Society, International Organizations, Experts, Members of Street 
Vendors Associations etc. 

v A National Consultation was also held in New Delhi on 23rd December 
2011 to seek the views/comments of various stakeholders, including 
representatives of Street Vendors’ organizations and street vendors 
themselves on the salient features of the proposed legislation in order 
to evolve an effective and practical central law for the protection of 
livelihood rights and social security of street vendors. The suggestions and 
recommendations received covered a wide variety of measures relating to 
providing a conducive framework for street vending. 

v Accordingly, a new legislation namely ‘Street Vendors (Protection of 
Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Bill, 2012’ was drafted 
under entries 20 (economic and social planning), 23 (social security and 
social insurance; employment and unemployment), and 24 (welfare of 
labour including conditions of work, provident funds, employers liability, 

get regular jobs in the remunerative formal sector on account of their 
low level of education and skills.They try to solve their livelihoods 
issues through their own meagre financial resources and sweat equity.

 Given the pace of urbanization and the opportunities presented 
through the development of urban areas, the growth of street vendors’ 
population is likely to have an upward trend.   She said “ It is vital that 
these vendors are enabled to pursue their livelihoods in a congenial 
and harassment free atmosphere. Inclusive growth strategy adopted by 
the 11th and 12th Five Year Plans calls for a facilitating mechanism for 
street vending to aid economic growth and inclusion simultaneously.”
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workmen’s compensation, invalidity and old age pensions and maternity 
benefits) of List III of the Constitution. The Bill provides for protection 
of livelihoods rights, social security of street vendors, regulation of urban 
street vending in the country and for matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto. 

v The draft Bill, was circulated to States/UTs on 29.02.2012 for comments. 
It was also discussed and deliberated during a National Consultation of 
Housing/Urban Development Ministers of States and UTs on the 28th of 
April, 2012, which was attended by 22 States, and received wide acceptance 
and support. 

v The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Bill, 2012, as approved by the Cabinet in its meeting held on 
17th August 2012, was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 6th September 
2012. 

v The Bill was referred to the Standing Committee on Urban Development 
on the 10th September 2012. The said Standing Committee presented 
its 23rd Report on the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and 
Regulation of Street Vending) Bill, 2012 to the Lok Sabha and laid on the 
table of Rajya Sabha on 13th March 2013. 

v The Standing Committee has made in all 26 recommendations. The 
recommendations made by the Standing Committee were considered by 
my Ministry and it was proposed to accept 17 recommendations fully, 3 
recommendations in part or with modifications, and 6 recommendations 
are not proposed to be accepted. 

Main features of the street Vendors 
(Protection of livelihood and regulation of street Vending) bill, 2012
The Provisions of the Bill are aimed at creating a conducive atmosphere where 
street vendors, are able to carry out their business in a fair and transparent 
manner, without the fear of harassment and eviction. 
•	 The Bill provides for constitution of a Town Vending Authority in each 

Local Authority, which is the fulcrum of the Bill, for implementing the 
provisions of the Bill. 

•	 In order to ensure participatory decision making for aspects relating to 
street vending activities like determination of natural market, identification 
of vending zones, preparation of street vending plan, survey of street 
vendors etc. the TVC is required to have representation of officials and 
non-officials and street vendors, including women vendors with due 
representation from SC, ST, OBC, Minorities and persons with disabilities. 
It has been provided that 40% members of the TVC will be from amongst 
street vendors to be selected through election, of which one-third shall 
be women. 

•	 To avoid arbitrariness of authorities, the Bill provides for a survey of all 
existing street vendors, and subsequent survey at-least once in every five 
years, and issue of certificate of vending to all the street vendors identified 
in the survey, with preference to SC, ST, OBC, women, persons with 
disabilities, minorities etc. 

•	 All existing street vendors, identified in the survey, will be accommodated 
in the vending zones subject to a norm conforming to 2.5% of the 
population of the ward or zone or town or city. 

•	 Where the number of street vendors identified are more than the holding 
capacity of the vending zone, the Town Vending Committee CTVC) is 
required to carry out a draw of lots for issuing the certificate of vending 
for that vending zone and the remaining persons will be accommodated 
in any adjoining vending zone to avoid relocation. 

•	 Those street vendors who have been issued a certificate of vending/license 
etc. before the commencement of this Act, they will be deemed to be a 
street vendor for that category and for the period for which he/she has 
been issued such certificate of vending/license. 

•	 It has been provided that no street vendor will be evicted until the survey 
has been completed and certificate of vending issued to the street vendors.

•	 It has also been provided that in case a street vendor, to whom a certificate 
of vending is issued, dies or suffers from any permanent disability or is ill, 
one of his family member i.e. spouse or dependent child can vend in his 
place, till the validity of the certificate of vending.

•	 Thus the mechanism is to provide universal coverage, by protecting the 
street vendors from harassment and promoting their livelihoods. 

•	 Procedure for relocation, eviction and confiscation of goods has been 
specified and made street vendor friendly. It is proposed to provide for 
recommendation of the TVC, as a necessary condition for relocation being 
carried out by the local authority. 

•	 Relocation of street vendors should be exercised as a last resort. 
Accordingly, a set of principles to be followed for ‘relocation’ is proposed 
to be provided for in the second Schedule of the Bill, which states that 
(i) relocation should be avoided as far as possible, unless there is clear 
and urgent need for the land in question; (ii) affected vendors or their 
representatives shall be involved in planning and implementation of the 
rehabilitation project; (iii) affected vendors shall be relocated so as to 
improve their livelihoods and standards of living or at least to restore them, 
in real terms to re-evicted levels (iv) natural markets where street vendors 
have conducted business for over fifty years shall be declared as heritage 
markets, and the street vendors in such markets shall not be relocated. 

•	 The Local authority is required to make out a plan once in every 5 years, 
on the recommendation of TVC, to promote a supportive environment 
and adequate space for urban street vendors to carry out their vocation. It 
specifically provides that declaration of no-vending zone shall be carried 
subject to the specified principles namely; any existing natural market, 
or an existing market as identified under the survey shall not be declared 
as a no-vending zone; declaration of no-vending zone shall be done in a 
manner which displaces the minimum percentage of street vendors; no 
zone will be declared as a no-vending zone till such time as the survey 
has not been carried out and the plan for street vending has not been 
formulated. Thus the Bill provides for enough safeguards to protect street 
vendors interests. 

•	 The thrust of the Bill is on “natural market”, which has been defined under 
the Bill. The entire planning exercise has to ensure that the provision 
of space or area for street vending is reasonable and consistent with 
existing natural markets. Thus, natural locations where there is a constant 
congregation of buyers and sellers will be protected under the Bill.

•	 There is a provision for establishment of an independent dispute redressal 
mechanism under the chairmanship of retired judicial officers to maintain 
impartiality towards grievance redressal of street vendors. 

•	 The Bill provides for time period for release of seized goods, for both 
perishable and non-perishable goods. In case of non-perishable goods, 
the local authority is required to release the goods within two working 
days and incase of perishable goods, the goods shall be released the same 
day, of the claim being made. 

•	 The Bill also provides for promotional measures to be undertaken by the 
Government, towards availability of credit, insurance and other welfare 
schemes of social security, capacity building programmes, research, 
education and training programme etc. for street vendors. 

•	 Section 29 of the Bill provides for protection of street vendors from 
harassment by police and other authorities and provides for an overriding 
clause to ensure they carry on their business without the fear of harassment 
by the authorities under any other law.

•	 The Bill specifically provides that the Rules under the Bill have to be 
notified within one year of its commencement, and Scheme has to be 
notified within six months of its commencement to prevent delay in 
implementation. 

 The Bill is aimed at creating a conducive atmosphere for street vendors 
to do their business in dignity and is likely to help in giving livelihood 
protection to about 1 crore families.  v
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The Land Acquisition Act, 1894 which 
was hitherto in force,  was a general 
law relating to acquisition of land for 

public purposes and also for companies ,and 
for determining the amount of compensation 
to be made on account of such acquisition. 

The law was under attack for several years, 
basically because it neglected the honour and 
dignity of an average agriculturist, owner/
tenant. The compensation paid was pittance 
and, although the act provided an opportunity 
to those opposing the land acquisition, their 
applications under section 5-A were a mere 
ritual for a government with pre- determined 
mind. The references made to the District 
Courts, seeking enhancement, could not also 
satisfy the land losers, as, these courts too, 
never granted market price as it is commonly 
perceived in the market of real estate world.

The act also did not provide for rehabilitation 
and resettlement to the affected persons and 
their families.

The Act which has now been titled as “Right to 
Fair Compensation And Transparency in Land 
Acquisition, Rehabilitation And Resettlement 
Act”,  proposes to address concerns of farmers 
and those whose livelihoods are dependent 
on the land being acquired, while at the 
same time, facilitating land acquisition for 
industrialization.

It must be admitted here that acquisition of 
land whether for public projects or private 
companies is not going to be easy as before 
for new law proposes to have certain checks 
and controls as against rash acquisition of land 
without concerned land losers getting proper 
compensation.

The Act provides that whenever the appropriate 
Government intends to acquire land for a 
public purpose, it shall carry out a Social 
Impact Assessment study in consultation 
with the Gram Sabhas at habitation level or 
equivalent bodies in urban areas. There will 
be public hearing on social impact assessment.

In this assessment study, assessment of nature 
of public interest involved, estimation of 
affected families and the number of families 
among them likely to be displaced, study of 
socio-economic impact upon the families 
residing in the adjoining area of the land 

yOuR LAnD yOuR MOnEy
acquired; extent of lands, public and private, 
houses, settlements and other common, 
properties likely to be affected by the proposed 
acquisition; is mandatorily, required to be 
examined, according to the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons attached to the bill.

Land proposed to be acquired has to be bare 
minimum, and that too, when land acquisition, 
at an alternate place, has been considered and 
found not feasible;

Whenever a Social Impact Assessment is 
required to be prepared, the appropriate 
Government shall ensure that a public 
hearing is held at the affected area, after giving 
adequate publicity about the date, time and 
venue for the public hearing, to ascertain the 
views of the affected families to be recorded 
and included in the Social Impact Assessment 
Report.

The appropriate Government has to ensure 
that the Social Impact Assessment study report 
is prepared and published in the affected 
area, and also, uploaded on a website created 
especially for this purpose.

One of the essential features of the bill is that 
facilities beyond monetary compensation are 
provided to families affected adversely by 
involuntary displacement. The plight

of those who do not have rights over the land 
on which they are critically dependent for 
their subsistence will, very much be  taken 
into consideration.

To ensure food security, multi-crop irrigated 
land shall be acquired only as a last resort 
measure.

Under the Act compensation that will be 
available to the land losers will be four times 
the market value in the rural areas and two 
times the market value in the urban areas.

Comprehensive rehabilitation and resettlement 
package for land owners including subsistence 
allowance, jobs, house, one acre of land in cases 
of irrigation projects, transportation allowance 
and resettlement allowance is proposed under 
the new law.

Twenty-five infrastructural amenities are 
proposed to be provided in the resettlement 
area including schools and play grounds, health 
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centres, roads and 
electric connections, 
assured sources of 
safe drinking water, 
Panchayat  Ghars , 
Anganwadis, places 
of worship, burial and 
cremation grounds, 
v i l l age  l e ve l  p ost 
of f ices ,  fair  pr ice 
shops and seed-cum-
fer t i l izers  s torage 
facilities.

Land that is not used within five years in 
accordance with the purposes, for which 
it was acquired, shall be transferred to the 
original owner or owners or to the appropriate 
Government’s Land Bank. 

If the acquired land is sold to a third party, 
then, 40 % of the appreciated value will be paid 
to original land owner.

The Act provides that in cases of PPP Projects 
70 % of villagers consent, and, in cases of 
Private projects consent of 80% of the people 
of locality is required for acquisition of land

Again, instead of matters going to District 
Court where they used to take years for 
determination of issues related  to land 
acquisition, there will now be a authority known 
as the “Land Acquisition Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Authority” to determine disputes 
related to land acquisition compensation, 
rehabilitation and resettlement.

State governments are given liberty under the 
law to enact more beneficial laws or schemes 
on the subject.

Land can be given on lease instead of acquiring 
is yet another feature of new legislation.

These and other beneficial provisions will a 
long way to restore the honour and dignity 
of average agriculturist, land owner, tenant, 
share cropper etc.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi, who 
took immense pains to see that the bill goes 
through various Parliamentary procedures, 
deserves kudos as against those politicians who 
bank upon instigating people on communal 
grounds as the sole plank to garner votes. v
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Jawaharlal and I have been fellow-
members of the Congress, soldiers in 

the struggle for freedom colleagues in 
the Congress Working Committee and 
other bodies of the Congress, devoted 
followers of the Great Master who has 
unhappily left us to battle with grave 
problems without his guidance, and 
co-sharers in the great and onerous 
burden of administration of this vast 
country. having known each other 
in such intimate and varied fields 
of activity we have naturally grown 
fond of each other; our mutual 
affection has increased as years 
have advanced, and it is difficult 
for people to imagine how much we 
miss each other when we are apart 
and unable to take counsel together 
in order to resolve our problems and 
difficulties. This familiarity, nearness, 
intimacy and brotherly affection make 
it difficult for me to sum him up for 
public appreciation, but, then, the idol 
of the nation, the leader of the people, the Prime Minister of the 
country, and the hero of the masses, whose noble record and great 
achievements are an open book, hardly needs any commendation 
from me.

A clean and resolute fighter, he always fought hard and straight against 
the foreign government. Having received the baptism of “fire” in his early 
thirties as an organizer of peasants movement in the U.P., he imbibed 
to the full the knowledge of the art and science of non-violent warfare. 
His ardent emotionalism and his hatred of injustice and oppression 
converted him into a crusader in the war against poverty, and with 
an instinctive sympathy for the poor he threw himself heart and soul 
into the struggle for the amelioration of the lot of the peasantry. His 
sphere of activities widened, and he soon blossomed forth into a silent 
organizer of the great institution to which we all dedicated ourselves 
as an instrument of our emancipation. Gifted with an idealism of a 
high order, a devotee of beauty and art in life, and equipped with an 
infinite capacity of magnetize and inspire others and a personality 
which would be remarkable in any gathering of world’s foremost men, 
Jawaharlal has gone from strength to strength as a political leader. His 

hIstory

trip to foreign countries necessitated 
by the ailment of his wife raised his 
conception of Indian nationalism to 
an ethereal international plane. That 
was the beginning of that international 
phase of his life and character which 
has throughout been noticeable in 
his approach to internal and world 
problems. Ever since, Jawaharlal has 
never looked back. He has grown 
in stature both in India and abroad. 
The sincerity of his convictions, the 
breadth of his outlook, the clarity of his 
vision, and the purity of his emotions 
– all these have brought to him the 
homage of millions in this country 
and outside.

It was, therefore, in the fitness of 
things that in the twilight preceding 
the dawn of independence he should 
have been our leading light, and that 
when India was faced with crisis after 
crisis, following the achievement of our 

freedom, he should have been the upholder of our faith and the leader of 
our legions. No one knows better than myself how much he has labored 
for his country in the last two years of our difficult existence. I have 
seen him age quickly during that period, on account of the worries of 
the high office that he holds and the tremendous responsibilities that 
he wields. He has never spared himself in the cause of the refugees who 
have seldom knocked at his door without redress. In the councils of 
the Commonwealth his has been a most notable contribution; on the 
world’s stage he has played a very remarkable part. Yet, with all this he 
has maintained that original youthful look, that balanced poise, that 
sense of perspective and that sangfroid and bonhomie which are the 
result of a disciplined philosophy and trained intellect. True, we have 
some outbursts of his temper, but with his passion for promptness and 
right and his impatience of wrong and delay, such outbursts have been 
an incentive to exertion and quick disposal. They have been the reserve 
forces which, when suddenly released, have at times conquered lethargy, 
delays, circumlocution and absence of will to act.

As one older in years, it has been my privilege to tender advice to him 

nEhRu: “A CLEAn AnD REsOLuTE 
FIghTER”: sARDAR PATEL

continued on page 29
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“Jawaharlal Nehru was one of the greatest 
figures of our generation, an outstanding 
statesman whose service to the cause 

of human freedom are unforgettable.  As a 
fighter for freedom he was illustrious, as a 
maker of modern India his services were 
unparalleled.  His life and work have had 
profound influence on our mental make-up, 
social structure and intellectual development.  
It will be difficult to reconcile ourselves to the 
image of India without Nehru’s active and 
all-pervasive leadership.”

So spoke Rashtrapati Dr. Sh. Radhakrishanan 
on May 24, 1964, the day India’s first and most 
adorable Prime Minister passed away.  It was 
India’s greatest fortune to have Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru as the country’s first Prime Minister 
who during his 17 years at the helm of the 
nation’s affairs left an indelible imprint in 
each and every aspect of the nation’s life.  He 
laid the foundations of parliamentary democracy, secularism, social 
justice, non-alignment and, above all, a strong and self-reliant India.  
In this short essay we will confine ourselves to the contribution of 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru in the field of science and technology and 
inculcating scientific temper in the country.  

By 1947, when India gained freedom, she had been systematically 
deprived of all the advantages of an advanced industrial culture.  
The West had in the meantime built up a strong scientific and 
technological base as a result of industrial revolution and scientific 
researches which had developed throughout the preceding two 
countries  and culminating in such breath-taking advances during 
the second world war as the harnessing of the atomic energy.  This 
formed the back drop of the challenge that lay before political leaders, 
scientists, technologists and engineers when the nation made its “tryst 
with destiny” in 1947.  Not only was there a big gap to be filled in, 
but the developed countries were also continuing to advance their 
technology at a tremendous pace widening the gap even further at 
a fast pace.

Nearly a decade before independence, in December 1937, while 
addressing a meeting of National Academy of Sciences at Calcutta, the 
48 year old Jawaharlal, then President INC, revealed his deep faith in 

science:  “Politics led 
me to economics, and 
this led me inevitably 
to science and the 
scientific approach 
to all our problems 
and  to  l i fe  i t s e l f . 
- - -  It was science 
alone that could solve 
these  problems of 
hunger and poverty, 
of insanitation and 
illiteracy, a superstition and deadening 
custom and tradition, of vast resources 
running to waste, of a rich country inhabited 
by starving people.”

A few months later in March 1938 he 
spoke to the National Academy of Science, 
Allahabad:”We have vast problems to face 
and to solve.  They will not be solved by 

the politician alone, for they may not have the vision or the expert 
knowledge; they will not be solved by the scientist alone, for they 
will not have the power to do so or the larger outlook which takes 
everything into its ken.  They can and will be solved by the co-
operation of the two…”

Thus the significant part that science and modern technology could 
play in the development of the nation was realized by the Congress 
under the leadership of the Pt. Nehru long before independence.  
What is even more remarkable is that, even in midst of life and 
death struggle for political freedom, the analytic mind of Nehru did 
not lose sight of the preparation and planning which were essential 
to solve the multifarious problems which were to be faced by the 
country immediately after Independence.  It was at his initiative that 
the INC set up, in 1939, a National Planning Committee and thereby 
invited leading scientists in the formulation of plans for scientific, 
technological and economic development of the country.  

As part of the effort to promote self-sustaining scientific and 
technological growth, the foundation stone of India’s first national 
laboratory, the National Physical Laboratory, was laid on 4 January 
1947.  This was follwed by the setting up of a network of seventeen 
national laboratories, specializing in different areas of research.  To 

JAWAhARLAL nEhRu’s  
gIgAnTIC COnTRIBuTIOn

Praveen Davar
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emphasize the importance of science and scientific research, Pt. 
Nehru himself assumed the chairmanship of the Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, which guided and financed the national 
laboratories and other scientific institutions.

In 1952, the first of the five institute of technology, patterned after the 
Massachusettes Institute of Technology, was set up at Kharagpur-the 
other four being set up subsequently at Madras, Bombay, Kanpur 
and Delhi. The extent of the effort put in developing science and 
its success is revealed by the expenditure on scientific research and 
science-based activities which increased from Rs.1.10 crores in 1948-
49 to Rs.85.06 crores in 1965-66, and the number of scientific and 
technical personnel which rose from 188,000 in 1950 to 731,500 in 
1964.  The enrolment at the undergraduate stage in engineering and 
technology went up from 13,000 in 1950 to 78,000 in 1964.  Similarly, 
the number of undergraduate students studying agriculture increased 
from about 2,600 in 1950 to 14,900 in 1964.  Steps were also taken 
to increase India’s capacity in production of Defence equipment so 
that India could gradually become self-sufficient in Defence needs.  
A Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) was set 
up for research in the manufacture of missiles, armaments, explosives 
and other defence related inventory.

India was one of the first Nations to recognize the importance of 
nuclear energy.  Nehru was convinced that nuclear energy would bring 
about a global revolution in the social, economic and political spheres, 
besides affecting nations’ defence capabilities.  The constitution of an 
Atomic-Energy Commission in 1948 and the establishment of the 
Department of Atomic Energy again under the personal charge of the 
Prime Minister are single evidences of the forsightedness of this great 
lover of science.  Inspite of his great enthusiasm for this inexhaustible 
source of energy for the human good, Pandit Nehru was, probably, 
the first among the world’s great statesman who raised his voice 
against the indiscriminate destruction threatened by nuclear bombs.  
Although he warned the world repeatedly on the possible misuse of 
atomic energy, he was a great supporter of the use of this powerful 
source of energy for the benefit of humanity.  He was, however, firmly 
convinced that the exploitation of this new source of energy was even 
more important for developing countries like ours. - - - “The use of 
atomic energy for peaceful purposes is more important for a country 
like India whose power resources are limited than for an industrially 
advanced country.  It may be to the advantage of countries which 
have adequate power resources to restrain the use of atomic energy, 
because they do not need that power.  It would be to the disadvantage 
of a country like India if that is restricted or stopped.”

Professor M.M. Newitt, a distinguished Professor of Chemical 
Engineering of the University of London wrote in 1964: “Pandit Nehru 
had the distinction of being almost the only Prime Minister of his 
day with any real comprehension of the fundamental importance of 
science and technology in the modern state; and his interest in this 
field was dictated not by political expediency but by a deep rooted 
conviction that it afforded the only ready and practicable means of 
establishing a stable economy and raising the standards of living of 
the great masses of the Indian people.”

India also took up space research.  It set up the Indian National 
Committee for Space Research (INCOSPAR) in 1962 and established 
a Rocket Launching Facility at Thumba (TERLS).  It was a year later, 
in 1963, that first rocket was launched.  And fifty years later India’s 

prestigious interplanetary mission to Mars has been successfully 
launched and it is a tribute to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru & his vision of 
a scientifically and technologically advanced India which has made 
such giant strides possible today.

In his Congress centenary presidential address in 1985, Prime 
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, whose tenure saw launching of Technological 
Missions and Computer & IT revolution was launched, rightly 
remarked: “Panditji built infrastructure of science and technology 
with loving care.  Atomic energy and space stand out as symbols of this 
achievement, but no field was left untouched.  Let us not forget that it 
was Panditji who established the great laboratories, the giant irrigation 
dams, the fertilizer plants and the agricultural universities.  This was 
the foundation of our self-sufficiency.  - - - Under his inspiration, basic 
industries infrastructure, machine building, oil exploration, metals 
and minerals and defence industries were established.- - - Centres 
of modern industry blossomed in backward and remote areas.  With 
confidence the Indian people wrote a new chapter in their long and 
tumultuous history.”

(The writer is Editor, The Supreme Saviour and 
Secretary AICC Ex-Servicemen Department)

on the manifold problems with which we have been faced in both 
administrative and organizational fields. I have always found him 
willing to seek and ready to take it. Contrary to the impression created 
by some interested persons and eagerly accepted in credulous circles, 
we have worked together as lifelong friends and colleagues, adjusting 
ourselves to each other’s point of view as the occasion demanded, and 
valuing each other’s advice as only those who have confidence in each 
other can. His moods vary from juvenile buoyancy to the seriousness of 
age and maturity, and exhibit that resilience which is at once disarming 
and accommodating. He is equally at home in the company of sportive 
children and deliberative elders. It is the variety and this adaptability 
which are the secret of his eternal youth, the amazing vitality which he 
exhibits and the invigorating freshness of his presence.

It is obviously impossible to do justice to his great and pre-eminent 
personality in these few condensed words. The versatility of his 
character and attainments at once defy delineation. His thoughts have 
sometimes a dept which it is not easy to fathom, but underlying them 
all is a transparent sincerity and a robustness of youth which endear 
him to every one without distinction of caste and creed, race or religion.

It is to this priceless possession of a Free India that we pay homage 
to-day on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of his birth. May he 
secure greater and greater triumphs in the cause of his country and in 
the pursuit of his ideals!

Vallabhbhai Patel
October 14, 1949

(Excerpts from Abhinandan Granth on Nehruji.  This Granth was presented 
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India on completion of his 
60th years on November 14, 1949.  The members of the Editorial Board of 

Abinandan Granth are leading personalitie, like  Shri Rajendra Prasad, Shri 
Purushottamdas Tandon, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Shri Kanhaiyalal 

Munshi, Shri Govind Das, Shri Vishwanath More, Shri Nandalal Bose, Shri 
Sachchidananda Vatsyayan, Shri Lanka Sundaram.)

nEhRu: “A CLEAn AnD REsOLuTE FIghTER”: 
sARDAR PATEL
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sARDAR PATEL WAs OnE OF ThE gREAT LEADERs OF 
InDIA: PRIME MInIsTER

PM’s speech during the inauguration of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Museum in Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat on 29th October, 2013

InauguratIon

Today we have gathered here to honour 
a great son of India and of Gujarat. I 
feel privileged that I got a chance to 

attend this function to inaugurate the Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel museum. 

Sardar Sahib was one of the great leaders of 
India. He played an important role during 
the freedom struggle and as the deputy Prime 
Minister after independence he initiated 
the work of making Nawabs and Kings of 
more than 500 states to join in the Indian 
state. It will not be wrong to say that the 
undivided India which the world knows, 
Sardar Patel made a major contribution in 
laying its foundation. His will-power and 
the administrative capability was unique 
and because of this he was known as the 
‘Iron Man.’

The ideology of Sardar Patel was totally 
secular. He deeply trusted the unity of India. 
He had said that the whole of India was his 
village and people from all communities were 
his friends and relatives.

Sardar Patel was a leader of grass-roots. 
He was born in a rural area of Gujarat and 
he worked all his life for the welfare of the 
downtrodden, particularly the farmers. The 
way he organized the farmers of Khed, Barsad 
and Bardoli and made them join the civil 
disobedience movement is still remembered 
today.

It is a privilege for all of us that we work on the 
path shown by a leader like Sardar Patel and 
take inspiration from him. I also feel happy 
by the fact that the political party of which I 
am a member, Sardar Patel too was associated 
with that political party. Throughout his 
life he worked hard to make the Indian 
National Congress strong. He was elected 
party president of the Congress during the 
Karachi session.

It becomes our bounden duty to propagate 
about the life and achievements of Sardar 
Patel to the people and particularly the youth 

more appropriately so that they may follow 
those ideals and values which Sardar Patel 
followed. 

I believe that the museum which I am 
inaugurating today will work in this direction. 
I thank the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Memorial 
Society Chairman and my Cabinet colleague 
Shri Dinesh Patel and his team for building 
this museum and in upgrading his national 
memorial.

This museum contains more than 1000 
photographs of Sardar Patel which are related 
to the freedom struggle, speeches of Sardar 
Patel, his letters and things of his personal 
use will also be on display. From now on in 
this national museum a 3D Sound and Light 
Show on the independence moment of India 
will also be organized here.

The stature of the leaders who gave us 
leadership during the freedom struggle 
and after independence was certainly tall. 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel and Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad are a few such names, thinking about 
whom we feel proud. The thinking of these 
leaders had many things in common, like 
they all had believed in a strong united India, 
had secular and liberal views and concern 
about poor and weak people, and tolerance 
and respect towards the different view-points 
of others. I feel that all the people who are 
present here will agree that those are such 
ideals which are lacking in our country 
today. And it becomes all the more important 
that we stop for a while and recollect about 
those great thoughts on which was based the 
foundation of Indian nation.

Before I conclude my speech I would like 
to elaborate on the relation which Sardar 
Patel had with Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. Sardar Patel used to feel 
that we have Mahatma Gandhi like a father 
who loves his child. And Gandhiji loved 
Sardar Patel like his son. Both the leaders 

spent 16 months together in the Yervada Jail 
during the 1930s. Sardar Patel said that in the 
company of Gandhiji the 16 months in jail 
passed off happily. 

Under the leadership of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru the government that was formed after 
independence, Sardar Patel was the Deputy 
Prime Minister. Many a times difference 
between the two has been referred. But it 
is important to remember that there was 
unanimous opinion on most of the issues 
and they respected each other’s views. In 
this connection I would personally like to 
repeat the words of Sardar Patel – it was my 
privilege that I gave suggestions to Pandit 
Nehru on many problems of the state and 
party. I had found him eager in receiving my 
suggestions… we had worked all our life like 
friends and colleagues – and compromised 
with each other’s views as the situation 
demanded. We have respected each other’s 
views and this can only be done when there 
is full trust in each other.

To express about Sardar Patel in words is 
a difficult task. After his death the Union 
Cabinet adopted a resolution which to an 
extent could be a success in expression. I 
would like to repeat those words in English 
and they are as under:

“A great Indian and an unmatched warrior 
in the course of freedom, a lover of India, a 
great servant of the people and a statesman 
of genius and mighty achievement.”

The resolution further recalls the way Sardar 
Patel brought all the small states together… 
the resolution reads:

“…he fixed his goal, a united India, and 
set about to achieving it with skill and 
determination.”

I feel that the best way to honour him will be 
that we all work hard to fulfill his dreams. At 
the end I once again give my tributes to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patelji. Jai Hind! v
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Indira was wholly Indian but her heart reached out to the world. 
Her life, her actions, her feelings were committed to humanity. 

The rich or the poor nations, the blacks or the browns, the yellows 
or the whites, the east bloc or the west bloc, the Christians, the 
Hindus, the Muslims or other religious groups, the strong and 
powerful or the weak and suppressed - to her, they were all people 
of one world, where every human being has a right to live freely. 

Her thinking, values were cultivated in her childhood. With 
maturity and the experience of all that she saw of life, she realized 
how important it was to live in harmony. She abhorred war and 
voiced her opinion at international forums. The teachings and 
example of Jawaharlal Nehru, who was one of the founders of the 
world peace movement, influenced Indira’s vision. 

InDIRA JI WAs A WORLD FIguRE

Throughout her life she never missed an opportunity to fight for 
the cause of humanity. She travelled extensively, attending world 
meets and conferring with leaders and experts, on finding solutions 
to the various economic and political problems. The need for an 
alternative to the nuclear threat was also very much on her mind. She 
represented the spirit of moderation, tolerance and understanding 
for human development. 

Even before becoming the Prime Minister, the roots of universalism 
lay in Indira. In the company of her father, she had met world 
leaders, scientists, educationists, freedom fighters and thinkers and 
acquired a wider perspective of life - not a narrow, selfish attitude 
but that of caring and striving selflessly for the ultimate cause, the 
harmony and equality of mankind. 

Besides accompanying her father as his official hostess, Indira began 
touring on her own. In December 1963, she went to many African 
countries. She had dialogues with the leaders and met people, trying 
to understand their problems, realizing the common situations 
which India shared. 

In April 1964, she participated in the World Fair at New York, 
studying the cultures, the technological advance and the possible 
scope India had for trade and exchange of ideas. The same year, 
in July, while a Minister in Lal Bahadur Shastri’s Cabinet, Indira 
attended the meeting of the Heads of Commonwealth Governments 
in London. Soon after becoming the Prime Minister, she toured 
France, the U.S.A., the U.K., the U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia, and the United 
Arab Emirates. These visits helped to make India’s position clear. 
India began to be recognized not as a poor nation unable to feed 
its millions, but a proud and self-reliant, hard-working nation, 
sponsoring the cause of the poor, developing nations. In late 1967, 
she toured Sri Lanka, and attended the Golden Jubilee Celebrations 
of the October Revolution in Moscow. 

In 1968, Indira went to Sikkim, and visited Bhutan, Singapore, 
Australia, New Zealand and Malaysia. Later she went to Brazil, 
Chile, Argentina and Venezuela. On October 14 the same year, 
Indira addressed the General Assembly of the United Nations. She 
felt that the United Nations was a good organization in the role it 
played. It made itself a forum where all the nations of the world 
could meet and at least make an attempt at solving or tackling 
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some of the major problems facing the world. She felt that the 
agencies of the UN such as the UNESCO, WHO and FAO were 
doing commendable, constructive work. She showed keen interest 
in their activities. Indira was one of the speakers at the silver jubilee 
session of the UNO, in September 1970. 

In August 1971, Indira signed a 20-year treaty of peace, friendship 
and co-operation with the U.S.S.R. This was close to the Indo- 
Pakistan war - with the U.S.A. showing its bias for Pakistan by 
sending its Pacific-based Seventh Fleet to the Bay of Bengal and the 
Chinese also helping Pakistan in certain ways. Earlier, the refugees 
from East Pakistan had flooded eastern India, and Indira toured 
the U.S.A. and a few European countries to clarify India’s stand 
vis-a-vis the ‘tragic and agonizing plight’ of the refugees. They were 
about ten million. 

At a speech delivered at a public rally in Calcutta on December 3, 
the Prime Minister said, “I want to reiterate that I do not want war. 
I earnestly desire peace. I know what war means in terms of human 
suffering. I will be the last person to start a war. But if a war is thrust 
upon us, we are prepared to fight in defence of our freedom and our 
ideals. Even Prime Minister Nehru, who was a passionate believer 
in peace, knew that a nation has sometimes to use force to defend 
what it cherishes most ... Some newspapers abroad have described 
me as a stubborn person. I am not stubborn, but I certainly believe 
in persisting in what I consider right and just. This is steadfastness, 
not stubbornness ...” 

Indira vindicated herself. bangladesh emerged as a 
free nation. 
On June 14, 1972 Indira addressed the plenary session of the UN 
Conference on Human Environment where she emphasized that 
life was one and the world was one. The environmental factors 
were all individual but they were interlinked – whether it was 
population explosion, poverty, ignorance and disease, pollution, 
nuclear threat or any other. These important problems had to be 
dealt with simultaneously. An atmosphere had to be created where 
every human being was capable of thinking, capable of spontaneous, 
self-directed activity, where people are interested and interesting 
and are imbued with compassion and concern for others. She did 
not desire a society that was divided into ‘those who condition and 
those who are conditioned’. 

Indira was aware that population growth posed a danger to society. 
She was concerned not just for India. She called for a global 
campaign to check population growth, to eradicate leprosy, and to 
prevent blindness among children. At the World Health Assembly 
on May 6, 1981 she appealed to all governments to take serious 
measures for wiping out diseases and for giving the basic health 
care to the people. 

Her crusades for peace and justice at home and abroad exposed her 
to dangers, including assassination bids. The ‘brave soldier of India’ 
did not falter. She faced political upheavals. Even when she was not 
in power, her tireless activities continued. She would not forget to 
send telegrams of felicitation on the national days to the leaders 
even of the small countries and she would send birthday greetings 
to their wives. She liked to be in touch with these countries not 
just politically but culturally, for she wanted to strengthen India’s 
relations with them. She was not solely a ‘statesman’ but a friend and 

counsellor. With the many international problems that she tackled, 
Indira became not merely a godmother to organizations such as 
the FAO, WHO and NAM, but a crusader of all the downtrodden 
and weak peoples of the world. She had a dream - “I wish that the 
world would regard itself as one and not be divided into one, two, 
three, four ...” 

In an interview, in which she discussed world problems, she 
mentioned that the world faced two major challenges. One was 
the threat of a global war which held no bar since nuclear warfare, 
biological warfare, a war in outer space involved all. A war could 
destroy the entire human race. The other challenge was the disparity 
between the rich and the poor nations, and within nations between 
those who are privileged and better-off and those who are poor 
and under privileged. This problem created tensions which are 
destructive of the society. 

To face and fight these problems, Indira undertook the task of 
bringing together all those nations which were averse to war. She 
literally became their champion. Her responsibilities in India did 
not deter her resolve to fight injustices in the world. Nor was she 
afraid of pressures from the big nations. As early as 1966, Indira 
called for a tripartite non-aligned summit conference in New 
Delhi. Non-alignment, which meant national independence and 
freedom and co-operation for development, was becoming a major 
movement. At this summit, Indira Gandhi, President Nasser and 
President Tito called for an unconditional halt in the U.S. bombing 
of North Vietnam. This caused a strain in Indo-American relations, 
but Indira was earnest. She believed in peaceful coexistence. The 
newly independent and developing nations needed all the resources 
and also all the help possible to attain a minimum level of self-
sustenance. War and threats of war hampered this effort. 

The non-aligned movement aimed at establishing a new 
international economic order. The interference and interventions 
of the big powers in Asia, Africa and Latin America amounted to 
exploitation, and if there was a crisis, the poor nations would suffer 
an economic breakdown. Alliances hamstrung their freedom and 
development efforts. The movement wanted global co-operation 
for development for mutual benefit. International co-operation 
was essential to increase food production in developing countries, 
to finance the harnessing of their energy resources and to promote 
their capacity for self-reliance. Many aspects such as the assistance 
policy to these countries, trade patterns and protection needed 
readjustments to bring in greater balance in international economic 
relations. 

Equally, the shaping of a new international information order 
demanded attention. The developing countries should have the right 
to select the news and information which they needed to receive and 
also to disseminate, and which would help them in their growth. 
Information should reflect cultural values too. The new order was 
meant to remove the disproportion in the exchange of news and to 
correct the distortion in the information flow that was dominated 
by the affluent, advanced countries. Indira gave strong support to 
the idea mooted at the UN, and the non-aligned news pool owed 
much to her vision. 

The non-aligned countries placed much trust in Indira, and she 
knew it. She, on her part, felt that her struggle for a better future 
for the millions in India was closely linked with the world-wide 
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battle against poverty, hunger and inequality. 

The effort to secure world peace and co-operation demanded mutual 
understanding and friendship among the nations and a will to work 
together. In a speech made at the United Nations headquarters, 
the President of Zambia said that Indira was ‘born in one of the 
cradles of the concept and practice of non-alignment. Her father 
was one of the founders of the non-aligned movement. She herself 
worked tirelessly to help nurture the movement in an international 
environment, which was, and still is, clouded in many ways by east-
west rivalry.’ Indira considered non-alignment positive and dynamic. 

Indira continued her struggle for the fundamental cause of peace 
as long as she lived. Her concern for the progress of the developing 
countries was voiced vehemently in her speech delivered at the 
Seventh Non-Aligned Summit held in New Delhi in March 1983. The 
summit was representative of the Heads of State or Government of 
over a hundred non-aligned countries. She said that the non-aligned 
movement was history’s greatest peace movement. 

Human beings should not be viewed in geo-strategic zones on maps 
but ‘as people struggling against the existing inequalities of centuries 
to get justice and equality for their advancement’. She was emphatic: 
“No country can afford to take a narrow view of its own interests 
since it has to live in a world that is closely interlinked. Nationalism 
does not detach us from our common humanity. What a marvellous 
opportunity is ours, with immense knowledge and increasing 
capability! Let us grasp it though it be in the midst of dangers ... 
Our world is small, but it has room for all of us to live together in 
peace and beauty and improve the quality of the lives of men and 
women of all races and creeds ... We cannot do without importing 
know-how and technology ... but dependence on collaboration is 
bad, for it diverts us from our own effort and encourages people to 
take the easy road.” 

At the concluding session of the Seventh Summit, Indira said 
profoundly, “Born for the universe, we cannot narrow our loyalties. 
Belonging to human kind, nothing human can be alien to us.” On 
March 7, Indira Gandhi was nominated the Chairman of the Non- 
Aligned Meet, and she took over from President Fidel Castro of 
Cuba. Reasserting her own stand and that of the people of India, 
she said, “We have believed - and we do believe now - that freedom 
is indivisible, that peace is indivisible, that economic prosperity is 
indivisible. And these are the fundamentals on which our policy is 
based, both inside the country and outside ...” 

Indira severely criticized the tension created by the superpowers, 
“because of their desire to control or to influence the developing 
nations. This has been the cause of most wars in the past and 
this accounts for much of the tension today. Yet, in spite of the 
difficulties, some countries do pursue the path which we have 
advocated, the path of conciliation, of trying to solve problems 
by means of negotiation rather than by conflict.” Peace and self-
respect could be attained if petty quarrels due to religion, class or 
strength were forgotten or an attempt was made to sort out problems 
peacefully. The developed countries should also remember that they 
have to depend on the smaller countries for necessary products and 
that pressurization would create tensions. 

In  relation to this, she made India’s position clear. The financial 
credits or aids by the big powers to help us in industrial or defence 

advancement would not force India to change her policy in any 
manner nor would India yield to pressure - “we could not be camp- 
followers of any power, however rich or strong. We have equal 
interest in the maintenance and safeguarding of international peace 
as an essential condition of India’s economic, social and political 
development.” Indira disapproved attempts at maligning India’s 
genuine efforts to help the smaller nations by twisting it around as 
India wanting to be a superpower of Asia. India, in fact, encouraged 
smaller countries like Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
and many others, to play ‘vital roles’ in maintaining harmony in 
the subcontinent and remain free and strong to develop according 
to their own national policies. 

Where freedom and human dignity were involved, Indira stood 
committed. It was thus that she strongly condemned the apartheid 
policy of the South African Government which completely 
disregarded human rights and dignity. She supported the struggle 
of the people of Namibia to attain their freedom. 

Reaffirming India’s foreign policy, Indira laid stress on the 
importance of the people standing together and united. ‘Strength 
along with conviction in our ideals and confidence in ourselves’ 
was what made India bravely face any crisis. We should achieve our 
objective through the bond of unity. India’s policy was not rigid; 
it was flexible, ‘consistent with our national interest and honour’. 
India’s basic convictions, ideals, aims and objectives would not 
change. She was keen that every citizen of India, and not just the 
educated lot, should understand the meaning and importance of 
our foreign policy, for, if something happened in other countries, 
it would willy-nilly affect our domestic policy. “Our quest has 
been friendship with all, submission to none. Our fight was not for 
ourselves alone but for all mankind. Nor was it merely for political 
independence in its narrow sense. We were determined to change 
the old order, to eradicate poverty, to emancipate society from rigid 
stratification, evil customs and superstition.” This has implications 
for the world. 

Peace, for which Indira laboured consistently, was beneficial to 
those who favoured it and to those who distrusted it. It was twice 
blessed. The terms ‘weak’ and ‘strong’ were relative. The frail and 
weak could have their own inner strength and the strong could 
be victims of their own power. In today’s world, even the affluent 
nations were not immune to economic crisis, but their economic 
stability could be aided if they helped the economy of the weaker 
nations. Indira said, “The world is a single network. If you think 
of it as ‘electrical’, none can escape its fluctuations and if there is a 
blowout, the darkness will shroud all.’ 

Thus Indira became a sentinel of world peace and security and a 
fighter for disarmament and economic balance. She was respected 
and loved by all the peace-loving peoples and nations. In fact, 
the third world considered her to be the leader not only of the 
Indian nation hut also of all the peoples inhabiting more than a 
hundred member countries of the NAM. She remained a leader 
of great courage with a deep commitment to peace and freedom 
everywhere. v

Extracts from the Book on Indira Priyadarshini by Ms Alaka 
Shankar. Alaka Shankar is a writer of children books, conducting 

TV programmes and writing and recording songs and stories for 
children.
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Narasimha Rao took over as the ninth Prime Minister of India 
in 1991, heading a government supported from the outside by 

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha and the independents. It was creditable that 
his government completed its full term, making him the first person 
outside the Nehru-Gandhi family to serve as Prime Minister for five 
continuous years. He was also the first Prime Minister from South India. 

economic reforms
The major achievement of this government was the carrying forward 
of the process of economic reform which the Congress party had 
outlined in its election manifesto. The process of liberalization of the 
Indian economy and a gradual opening up and participation in the 
globalization process had started with Indira Gandhi after her return 
to power in 1980 and was taken forward by Rajiv Gandhi. The minority 
government of Narasimha Rao was able to give this process a big push 
in 1991. The deep economic crisis faced by India had made immediate 
action necessary. The balance of payments was critical and repayment 
of foreign debts seemed difficult. Domestic inflation had reached the 
alarming figure of 16 per cent in August 1991. Industrial production 
was disrupted and exports had declined.

Foreign exchange reserves stood at 1,000 crore in June 1991, enough 
for just seven days of imports. 

The crisis had been anticipated by Rajiv Gandhi who started the process 
of reform with measures like deregulation of industry, flexibility of 
the exchange rate and partial lifting of import controls. An acclaimed 
economist, Manmohan Singh, a former governor of the Reserve Bank 
of India, was appointed Finance Minister to steer the economy out 
of this crisis. The measures contemplated were reducing the fiscal 
deficit which for the Central government was over 8 percent of GDP, 
partial privatization of the public sector, increasing investment in 
infrastructure, trade reforms and changes in the regulation of foreign 
direct investment, relaxation of controls over industry, etc. 

This move towards economic reforms was criticized by many on 
the ground that it meant moving away from the well-trodden path 
of Nehruvian Socialism. In the meeting of the Subjects Committee 
of AICC held in Tirupati on 15 April 1992, Pranab Mukherjee, on 
behalf of the Congress, argued that Nehruvian Socialism was based 
on the vision of a society which provided equality of opportunity and 
a good life to all its citizens. The Indian Nation Congress still stood 
by its commitment to this vision outlined by Nehru and reaffirmed 
that Democracy, Socialism, Planning, Secularism, Self-Reliance and 
Non-Alignment were the basic tenets of Congress ideology. However, 
self-reliance did not mean an insular economy. Self-reliance meant 
accepting the challenge of making Indian industry competitive and the 
Indian rupee convertible in the international market. It was also pointed 
out that Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi had creatively updated the 
Nehruvian model. Further, it was argued that in the years immediately 
after independence, Indian industry was weak because of the years of 
colonial exploitation and had therefore required state support. But now, 
it had come of age and could compete laissez faire. State orientation 
and guidance would continue for the economy in general and industry 
in particular. This economic policy of the Congress was based on the 

concept of change with continuity. 

The impact of liberalizing the economy was seen in an influx of foreign 
portfolio investment and in permitting Indian firms to raise capital 
on international markets. The share of foreign firms could now go 
upto 51 per cent in joint ventures. Procedures for FDI approvals were 
considerably simplified. Tariffs were reduced from an average of 85 per 
cent to 25 per cent. In 1991-92, total foreign investment in India stood 
at US $132 million and by 1995-96, it had increased to $5.3 billion. 
By 1992, inflation had been brought down to 9 per cent. Industrial 
licensing was decreased with only 18 industries now subject to it. 
Easing of government controls in service sectors like communications 
and insurance, and the entry of private enterprize in infrastructural 
sectors like aviation and telecoms led to rapid growth in output. This 
turn-around is one of the fastest economic recoveries in recent times. 
What makes it more remarkable is that it has been achieved with very 
little adverse social consequences like unemployment. The structural 
adjustment programme adopted by India as part of economic reforms 
was rated as one which caused least damage to vulnerable sections 
of society even in the short run compared to other countries going 
through the same process. 

The major objective of these reforms was economic growth with 
social justice. Growth was fashioned as a tool to transform society in a 
direction which empowered the poor, the backward, women, Dalits and 
minorities. One of the most significant results of the reform measures 
was reduction in the number of people living below the poverty line. 
The political stability of the government and the available public sector 
base built up in earlier years allowed these far-reaching changes to be 
carried out. 

In these years, an agenda of development through education and 
elimination of poverty was actively pursued. Various measures were 
introduced: extending ration shops in drought-prone areas, desert 
areas and hill and tribal areas, a national old-age pension scheme, a 
national family benefit scheme to help BPL families in case of death of 
bread-earners, a national maternity benefit scheme for below poverty 
line (BPL) families, a new mid-day meal programme to improve 
nutrition and increase school attendance of 11 crore children in classes 
I to IV, a new Employment Assurance Scheme to provide guaranteed 
employment in 120 of the poorest districts of the country, a Rashtriya 
Mahila Kosh to provide financial support to working women and 
women entrepreneurs, a Mahila Samriddhi Yojana to make women 
economically independent. The investment in rural development and 
poverty alleviation during the period 1991-1996 was Rs. 34,000 crore, 
thrice the amount spent in the previous five years. 

foreign Policy 
In the field of foreign policy, India came out in support of the new 
political changes in South Africa. In the Middle East, India called for 
Palestine and Israel to settle their long-standing dispute peacefully. 
While continuing to uphold the demand of the people of Palestine for 
their state, India established diplomatic relations with Israel. During 
these years, India moved towards the non-proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction with the eventual aim of eliminating nuclear weapons. 
This effort was supported by President Clinton of the US. However, this 
was done without compromising the country’s sovereignty. Accordingly, 
the nuclear security and ballistic missiles programme was carried on 
and military spending was increased with a view to meeting any threat 
from the neighbouring countries. The role of Pakistan in sponsoring 
acts of terrorism against India was highlighted in international forums. 
This was the period when India developed close links with the ASEAN 
countries, described by some as the ‘Look East’ policy. Relations with 
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Iran were developed which enabled India to gain the support of China 
and Iran in the United Nations Human Rights Commission when 
Pakistan proposed a resolution in 1994 condemning the human rights 
violations in Kashmir. 

restoration of normalcy in Kashmir and Punjab 
In 1996 and later in 2002, elections were held in Jammu and Kashmir 
which restored democratic procedures in the militancy-ridden state. 
The 2002 elections brought a Congress-PDP coalition to power in the 
state. In Punjab, elections were held for the first time in four years 
of President’s rule in February 1992 which brought the Congress to 
power in the state. Along with state forces, political activists played 
an exemplary role in fighting terrorism in Punjab so that the normal 
democratic process could be resumed. This experience emphasized 
that communal tendencies have to be opposed both politically and 
ideologically along with a firm but sensitive use of state power. 

Demolition of babri Masjid and resurgence of 
communalism 
1992 saw the demolition of the Babri Masjid, built by a governor of 
Babur at Ayodhya in the early 16th century. In time, this site came to 
be disputed by some Hindus as being Lord Rama’s birthplace. Since 
the mid-rcxos, the VHP had started a campaign to ‘liberate’ Ram 
Janambhoomi and demolish the mosque and rebuild a temple there. In 
1989 when the V.P. Singh government came to power with the outside 
support of BJP, CPI and CPM, the BJP adopted the Ram Janambhoomi 
issue as its agenda and in 1990, it organized a rath yatra led by L.K. 
Advani which enhanced communal tensions. On 6 December 1992, the 
VHP organized a huge rally of volunteers in Ayodhya and demolished 
the Babri Mosque while top BJP leader looked on. Kalyan Singh, the 
BJP Chief Minister of UP, and BJP leaders at the Centre had repeatedly 
assured the Supreme Court and the Parliament that the structure would 
be protected. In fact, the destruction took place with the collusion of 
the state government. 

The destruction of the disputed structure, which was widely reported 
in the international media, unleashed large-scale communal violence, 
the most extensive since the Partition of India. Massive rioting 
occurred across the country, and almost every major city including 
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Bhopal struggled 
to control the unrest. It is estimated that about 3,000 people lost their 
lives in the riots. The Union Cabinet sacked the Kalyan Singh ministry 
on the very night of December 6. A red alert was sounded in most 
parts of the country and the army staged flag marches in sensitive areas 
with curfew being clamped in several towns. The choice before the 
government was-firing on the crowd which would have led to a violent 
Hindu backlash; non-intervention which would leave communal forces 
unchecked. On 7 December the government announced a ban on all 
communal organizations. 

In a resolution taken up for discussion at the AICC meeting on 10 
June 1994, it was stated, “December 6, 1992 is a permanent blot on the 
nation’s history and came about because BJP showed utter contempt for 
the rule of law and indulged in treachery of the worst kind…. AICC calls 
upon every Congressman and woman to work even more devotedly to 
foil the designs of communal forces and to isolate from public life the 
brand of politics that all communal parties like BJP preach, propagate 
and practice.” 

Panchayati raj and the 73rd and 74th amendments 
On 15 May 1989, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi had introduced the 
Panchayati Raj constitutional amendment bill in the Lok Sabha. While 
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introducing the bill, he had explained its rationale: “We learnt that a 
grassroots administration without political authority was like a meal 
without salt. We learnt that however well-intentioned our district 
bureaucracy might be, without effective elected authority the gap 
between the people and the bureaucracy could not be closed. We learnt 
that the vacuum created by the absence of local level political authority 
had spawned the power brokers who occupy the gap between the people 
and their representatives to distant Vidhan Sabhas and the ever more 
remote Parliament. We learnt that corruption could only be ended by 
giving power to the panchayats and making panchayats responsible 
to the people. We learnt that inefficiency could only be ended by 
entrusting the people at the grass roots level with the responsibility 
for their own development. We learnt that callousness could only be 
ended by empowering the people to send their own representatives to 
institutions of local self-government.” 

However, the bill could not become law at that time as it was not 
passed by the Rajya Sabha. It was re-introduced in the Parliament by 
the Narasimha Rao government and passed as the 73 Amendment 
in 1992. It gave panchayats constitutional status. It was brought into 
effect on 24 April 1993. It was meant to establish “democracy at the 
grassroots level as it is at the state level or national level”. Along with this 
came the 74th Amendment which established local self-government 
for towns and cities as well. The gram sabha or village assembly as a 
deliberative body to decentralize governance was envisaged as the 
foundation of the Panchayati Raj system. A uniform three-tier structure 
of panchayats at village (gram panchayat), intermediate (panchayat 
samiti and district (zilla parishad) levels was instituted. All the seats in 
a panchayat at every level would be filled by elections from respective 
territorial constituencies. Not less than one-third of the total seats for 
membership as well as office of chairpersons of each tier was to be 
reserved for women. Reservation for weaker castes and tribes (SCs and 
STs) was also provided at all levels in proportion to their population 
in the panchayats. By 2007-2008, the number of elected institutions 
had risen to 2.4 lakh and the number of elected representatives stood 
at 28 lakh. More than 10 lakh women have been elected to’ these 
institutions, constituting about 37 per cent of all those elected. This is 
the largest experiment in decentralization of governance in the history 
of humanity. Representative and direct democracy are combined in a 
way which deepens democracy. The efforts begun during Rajiv Gandhi’s 
tenure now bore fruit. 

The Mandal commission and the Issue of casteism 
During its initial years, the government moved to implement parts 
of the Mandal Commission’s report on the basis of a Supreme Court 
judgement. Twenty-seven per cent of the jobs were reserved for OBCs 
in the Central government and in public sector enterprizes. Institutions 
like the National Commission for Backward Classes and the National 
Backward Classes Finance and Development Corporation were 
established. The government established the Dr. Ambedkar Foundation 
and converted the Dr. Ambedkar University in Lucknow into a Central 
University. The government launched the Indira Awas Yojana to 
provide houses free of cost to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes 
below the poverty line. The million wells scheme was also launched 
to provide irrigation to farmers belonging to the scheduled castes and 
the scheduled tribes. 

In a resolution taken up for discussion at an AICC meeting of 10 
June 1994, it was stated, “AICC calls upon every Congress worker to 
remain vigilant against.... poisonous and pernicious casteism, just as 
vehemently as it is opposed to the politics of communalism. AICC 
congratulates the government for the peaceful manner in which it 
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has implemented the recommendations for the Mandal Commission 
on the basis of the judgment of the Supreme Court. But AICC firmly 
rejects the politics of hate that is sought to be propagated by certain 
political parties and leaders.”

electoral Defeat
The Congress lost in the state assembly elections held in Gujarat, 
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Sikkim and Goa in 1994 while it 
won in Orissa, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. Analyzing the causes 
for the poor showing of the party, it was-pointed out in the CWC 
meeting held on 5~Apri11995 in New Delhi that the party had suffered 
reverses due to internal indiscipline, loss of touch with the grass-roots 
workers, inadequate publicity of the successes of the government during 
election campaigns as well as the failure of party leaders to reach out 
to minorities and SCs/STs. It was generally felt that the party should 
be revamped and propaganda refocussed on the pro-poor economic 
reforms. Opposition propaganda should be aggressively dealt with 
through organization of training camps and political conferences. 

This Congress government was notable for many achievements: 
restoration of normalcy in Punjab, introduction of bold economic 
measures, improvement of the situation in Jammu and Kashmir 
and Assam, decreasing the volatility of caste and communal politics. 
However, despite this, in the 1996 general elections, the Congress faced 
electoral defeat. Narasimha Rao retained the leadership of the Congress 
party until late 1996 after which Sitaram Kesri took over. 

years in opposition
The main concern of the party now was the growing political instability 
at the Centre. In May 1996, the BJP-Ied government lasted only 13 days 
in office. The Congress, being the single largest party after the 1996 
elections with 140 seats, provided outside support to the two United 
Front government led by H.D. Deve Gowda and I.K. Gujral respectively 
in order to avert fresh elections and counter BJP-led communal politics. 
With the ministry led by I.K. Gujral as prime minister, the Congress 
fell out over the report of the Jain Commission about Rajiv Gandhi’s 
assassination. The report indicted DMK in the assassination and 
the Congress asked for its removal from the ministry. However, the 
government refused to comply and on 28 November 1998, the ministry 
resigned after the Congress withdrew support to it. This experiment 
failed on account of the fact that the United Front government could 
not fulfil their own Common Minimum Programme and continued 
attempts to undermine the Congress politically. 

Under the presidentship of Sitaram Kesri (1996-1998), the party 
continued to criticize the policies of the United Front government 
as and when they differed from Congress policies. In June 1997, the 
Congress Working Committee criticized the United Front government 
for the continuing economic downslide. During these years, Congress 
influence waned considerably in the Hindi belt. In 1996 elections, in 
UP, a Congress-BSP alliance did not work and a short-lived BJP-BSP 
combine came to power. Caste-based politics represented by BSP had 
attracted Dalits away from the Congress who, along with Muslims, had 
traditionally constituted its social base in this area. Lalu Prasad Yadav 
in Bihar and Mulayam Singh Yadav in UP represented an alliance of 
lower castes and Muslims which undercut the base of the Congress. 
On the other hand, the BJP with its strident Hindu communal politics 
had weaned away the upper castes. 

Towards the end of 1997, Jagannath Mishra, a Congress leader 
from Bihar, floated a new party called the Bihar Jan Congress and S. 
Bangarappa Reddy from Karnataka established the Karnataka Vikas 
Party. A senior Congressman, K.C. Pant, distanced himself from the 

Congress in January 1998 and declared his intention of supporting 
the BJP in the upcoming elections in the interest of stable governance. 
Now drastic action was necessary to revive the fortunes of the 
Congress. 

sonia gandhi takes charge 
Eventually, Sonia Gandhi was persuaded to take over the party 
leadership in 1998. Earlier in 1991 after Rajiv Gandhi’s death, she 
had refused the offer. In May 1995, she had again refused to lead the 
breakaway Congress group led by Narayan Dutt Tiwari and Arjun 
Singh. She campaigned for the party in 1998 polls, and the Congress 
was able to win 141 seats in this election, though it did not do well 
in the Hindi belt. On 6 April 1998, Sonia Gandhi was ratified as the 
Congress President at the AICC session in New Delhi. 

In her opening remarks at this AICC session, she listed her priorities 
for the party: return of the grassroots workers; involvement of youth 
and intelligentsia in the party; immediate revival of the party in 
UP, Bihar, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal; setting-up of a task force 
to implement her decisions; a monitoring committee to report to 
her directly; restructuring of AICC, PCCs and DCCs; no lethargy 
between elections; revamping frontal organizations; transparency 
and accountability in functioning; a committee to provide intellectual 
inputs to MPs and MLAs and public donation to form bulk of 
Congress resources. She sought to take the reform momentum 

forward by setting the target of 8 per cent economic growth for the 
country. In her opening address to this AlCC session, she said, “This 
is a vast agenda and it will constructively absorb the energy of our 
active workers .... Sycophancy should have no place in the party. We 
must say what we mean and mean what we say.” Within the party 
organization, she replaced the post of Joint Secretary with the post 
of Secretary, a post to which she appointed 10 party men. 

The Election Manifesto of 1998 defined the Congress perspective 
towards coalition governments clearly. The Congress refuted the 
claims of the United Front government that the days of single-party 
rule were over and that a conglomeration of regional parties at the 
Centre could adequately reflect the federal character of the polity. The 
Congress argued that a combination of regional parties could never 
evolve a common national approach or programme and could not rise 
above local ethnic/linguistic considerations. The Congress’s concept 
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of stability was the stability of ideas, of policies and of programmes 
leading to human development and social harmony. 

To take stock of the party position, the Congress held a conclave 
at Pachmarhi in September 1998. This meeting was meant for a 
reassessment of the party and the development of a new programme 
outlined by Sonia Gandhi. Various questions were discussed: growth 
of communal and casteist politics, empowerment of Dalits and other 
backward groups, and improving the party position in UP and Bihar. 
In a redefinition of the party’s economic programme, the need for 
ensuring an efficient public distribution system, land reforms and the 
establishment of panchayati raj institutions were emphasized. The 
party president argued that, “Our economic policy has to be multi-
dimensional, no one dogma, no one formula for us,” and affirmed, 
“Abolition of poverty in the next 10 to’ 15 years is our main goal.” 

However, the conclave was significant for the political stand it took. In 
her concluding remarks, the Congress president said, “The fact that we 
are going through a coalitional phase at national level politics reflects 
in many ways the decline of the Congress. This is a passing phase and 
we will come back again with full force and on our own steam. But in 
the interim coalitions may well be needed.” She thus asserted that in the 
long run the Congress would be able to govern on its own, but at same 
time anticipated what was to happen in 2004, and said that coalitions 
could be needed in the interim or in the short run. 

In another step forward, the Congress party reserved 33 per cent of 
seats in all party committees for women and a minimum of 20 percent 
for SCs, STs, OBCs and minorities. This was done at a special one-day 
session of the AICC was held in New Delhi on 18 December 1998. At 
this meet, the Congress president again reiterated that the party was 
not entirely against forging alliances with like-minded parties. 

Within nine months of taking over as party president, she seemed to 
have galvanized the party. The Congress won in assembly elections 
in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi. As many as 15 state 
governments were headed by the Congress at one point. On 17 April 
1999, the BJP government lost the no-confidence motion on the floor 
of the house after AIADMK withdrew its support to the government. 
She encouraged a rapprochement with AIADMK leader Jayalalitha 
through Subramanian Swamy: they were able to bring down the 
Vajpayee government and the country was headed for another Lok 
Sabha election in 1999. The Congress won 114 seats in this election. 
The Congress, being the second largest party, staked its claim to form 
the government. At the CWC meeting on 25 April 1999 in New Delhi, 
the Congress president explained that the party wanted to discharge its 
constitutional responsibility by providing an alternative government. 
Most of the non-BJP parties supported the Congress while other 
parties like BSP, SP, RSP and Forward Bloc did not. This meant that the 
Congress could not back up its claim to the formation of government 
with the requisite numbers. The BJP-led National Democratic Alliance 
assumed power at the Centre. 

In the meantime, the BJP government had carried out another round 
of nuclear tests at Pokhran in May 1998. At the CWC meeting held on 
14 May 1998, the President, Sonia Gandhi, made the following remarks 
about the Pokhran tests: 

I would like to place on record in this formal meeting of the Congress 
Working Committee the pride we feel in the achievement of our nuclear 
scientists and engineers for putting India’s nuclear capability in the front 
rank. ... The nuclear question is a national matter; not a partisan one. 
On this, every Indian stands united. 

However, she also reiterated the party’s commitment to a nuclear 
weapon-free and non-violent world, especially India’s commitment 
to peace in the region for fostering economic growth and poverty 
alleviation. The Congress accused the government of inventing a 
security threat to justify its nuclear test and rejected the justification of 
its being an exercise in self-defence. Clarifications were elicited from the 
government about the so-called deterioration in security environment. 
The Congress argued that nothing had happened recently to justify 
the nuclear exercise. 

Sonia Gandhi’s projection as PM in the 1999 election campaign led 
to fierce opposition from within the party on account of her ‘foreign 
origin’. On 15 May 1999, Sharad Pawar, P.A. Sangma and Tariq Anwar 
in a letter to the party president demanded that the Constitution be 
so amended as to ensure that only “natural born” citizens become the 
president, vice-president and the prime minister of the republic. In 
response to this letter, Sonia Gandhi resigned from the post of party 
president. The CWC disapproved of the claims made by these three 
leaders and reiterated its faith in her leadership. After this experience, 
she sought to reverse the legacy of personal bitterness and political 
animosity towards her. The UPA could not have come to power without 
her effort in forging alliances and building relationships with those very 
parties which had been at the core of anti-Congressism. 

During the Kargil war of May 1999, the Congress party condemned the 
incursion by the Pakistan army. The party organized relief work for the 
refugees in Kargil sector of Jammu and Kashmir. It also condemned 
the government for its gross negligence in allowing such a dangerous 
situation to develop in the country. Addressing the CWC on 20-21 July 
1999, the Congress president pointed out that the infiltration sponsored 
by the Pakistan military had been carried out for many months and 
reports had been reaching the government. Soon after this, a major 
terrorist attack occurred in US on 11 September 2001. The CWC met 
in Delhi on 19 September and issued a statement condemning the 
attacks. CWC expressed its support and sympathy for the victims and 
pointing to India’s fight with terrorism stated, “India has experienced a 
very persistent terrorist movement against its sovereignty and its people 
.... The scars of terrorism sponsored, aided and abetted from across 
the border are still writ large in several cities of India, ... The Congress 
Working Committee expects that in combating the global terrorism, 
the world community will fully take into account India’s concerns and 
predicament in the face of sustained cross border terrorism.” 

bJP’s use of state Power to further communal 
agenda 
Vajpayee’s government set about using education for political ends. 
School curricula and textbooks were altered, with history textbooks 
coming in for special attention. New history books were introduced in 
which historical facts were distorted and many prejudiced statements 
made. For instance, in the Class X social sciences textbook called 
Contemporary India written by Hari Om, Gandhiji’s assassination was 
not even mentioned. It was only after nationwide protests against this 
deliberate omission that a small paragraph was included in the reprint 
of the book about the event. However, Godse’s (Gandhiji’s assassin) 
identity and his linkages with the RSS were not mentioned. In another 
instance of similar prejudice, a Class IX social science textbook for 
students of Gujarat stated that every minority community in India 
was ‘foreign’, implying that only Hindus were the ‘true’ inhabitants 
of the country. The Minister for Human Resource Development, 
Murli Manohar Joshi, a firm supporter of the RSS/VHP ideology 
of Hindu Rashtra, was the force behind this move. In order to pre-
empt opposition from autonomous organizations like ICHR, UGC 
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and ICSSR, the government set about appointing pliant 
and pro-RSS individuals to key posts there so that this 
programme could be seen through. Reacting to this gross 
abuse of power and communalization of education, Sonia 
Gandhi wrote to the Prime Minister on 21 October 1998, 
condemning the government’s move to amend the basic 
structure of the Constitution dealing with minorities and 
educational rights. In her letter, she wondered why the 
curricula were sought to be “Indianised, nationalised, 
spiritualized? What does this mean? Is it implied that 
curricula hitherto have been un-Indian or anti-Indian? 
That curricula have been colonial or foreign, not related 
to the past and present realities of India? That curricula 
have been soulless and devoid of ethical values?” The 
Congress chief accused the Vajpayee government of 
trying to impose a concept of nationhood which was both 
“biased and untrue”. 

Ever since BJP came to power again in 1999 as the leader 
of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA), the VHP, 
Bajrang Dal and the RSS began abusing state power to 
achieve their goal of Hindu Rashtra. The demand for 
building the Ram temple in Ayodhya escalated in 2002 so 
much so that the government had to intervene and rein 
in the VHP. This had a direct impact on the communal 
situation in Gujarat which witnessed a communal carnage 
against Muslims for almost three months in 2002. The 
events of Gujarat brought shame to the whole country. 

The rioting began at Godhra, a small town in Gujarat, 
where 58 people were burnt to death in a fire that engulfed 
a compartment of the Sabarmati Express. The victims 
were all Hindus, kar sewaks who were returning from 
Ayodhya. This provoked widespread riots in many cities 
of Gujarat. The riots left around 2,000 dead and 2,00,000 
homeless. Religious places were targeted and killings, 
looting, burning of public property became common. 
Violence spread to villages leading to a large-scale exodus. 

A report by the National Human Rights Commission 
concluded that the Modi government in Gujarat had 
failed to protect the rights of the people through its 
inaction against non-state elements. Soon, many allies 
of the NDA like Lok Janshakti Party, Telugu Desam 
Party and Trinamool Congress withdrew their support 
from the government and demanded the removal of the 
Gujarat chief minister. Apart from this, Sonia Gandhi also 
demanded a commission of enquiry headed by a sitting 
judge of the Supreme Court to be set up, action against 
the guilty and rehabilitation programme for the victims. 
This was followed by her speech in Porbandar in which 
she alleged that Gandhiji’s Gujarat was being converted 
into Godse’s Gujarat. 

While the BJP returned to power in Gujarat in 2002, it lost 
the parliamentary elections to the Congress-led alliance in 
2004. It was generally believed that Gujarat had been the 
cause of the downfall of the NDA government. v

 Extracts from the book "The congress  
and the making of Indian Nation" Chapter 13-14.
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Congress President Smt Sonia Gandhi, Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and 
Lok Sabha Speaker Smt Meira Kumar paying homage to Pt Jawahar Lal Nehru 
on his 124th birth anniversary at Central Hall of Parliament on 14th November.

Paying tributes in the Parliament

continued from 23

Martyrdom Day of Smt. Indira Gandhi, in the auditorium of Jawahar Bhawan, 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi-110001 at 5.00 PM.

former recipients of this award are – Swami Ranganathananda, Smt. Aruna 
Asaf Ali, Bharat Scouts & Guides, Shri P.N. Haksar, Smt. M.S. Subbulakshmi, 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi (Posthumous), Paramdham Ashram Paunar (Wardha), 
Acharya Shree Tulsi Ji, Dr. Bishambar Nath Pande, Sardar Beant Singh 
(Posthumous) & Shri Natwar Thakkar (Jointly), Gandhi Institute of Public 
Affairs, Tumkur, Indira Gandhi Centre for National Integration, Dr. A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, Prof. Satish Dhawan, Shri H.Y. 
Sharada Prasad, Ram-Rahim Nagar Slum Dwellers Association –Aaman Pathik 
– Peace Volunteer Group – Shri Ram Sinh Solanki & Shri Sunil Tamaiche 
(Jointly), Acharya Mahaprajna, Shri Shyam Benegal, Smt. Mahasweta Devi, 
Shri Javed Akhtar, Dr. J.S. Bandukwalla & Dr. Ram Puniyani (Jointly), Kasturba 
Gandhi National Memorial Trust, Indore (M.P.), Shri Balraj Puri. Shri A.R. 
Rahman & Ramakrishna Mission Ashram, Narainpur-Chhattisgarh (Jointly), 
Shri Mohan Dharia and Shri Gulzar. v

sOnIA gAnDhI, PM LAMEnT ‘BID TO DIvIDE sOCIETy On 
COMMunAL LInEs’
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ANDAMAN AND 
NICOBAR

Demand to increase stipend
Port blair: The PCC President, Shri Kuldeep 
Rai Sharma led a huge delegation of college 
students to the Chief Secretary, Shri Anand 
Prakash on 31st October, 2013 and appraised 
him the problems being faced by the 
students before him. In his submission Shri 
Kuldeep informed the Chief Secretary that 
these students are being paid stipend of Rs. 
1000/- per month from long back but in the 
present scenario, these students who are from 
financially backward class are facing much 
trouble with such meager stipend as the cost 
of living is sky rocketing. With this small 
amount they are unable to bear the expenses 
of mess and other urgent daily needs and feel 
stranded since their parents are unable to pay 
money to them to help them in such adverse 
situation. Hence Shri Kuldeep has requested 
the Chief Secretary to consider enhancement 
of the stipend from Rs. 1000/- per month to 
Rs.  2500/- per month as a welfare measure 
to the students so that they may devote 
themselves only towards their study and 
not think of paying money for mess charges 
etc. The Chief Secretary was kind enough to 
give patient hearing and has assured to look 
into the matter.

BIHAR
Seva Dal Booth-level meeting

Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress Seva Dal 
organized a booth-level meeting here on 3rd 
October, 2013.

The meeting highlighted the achievements 
of the Congress like the Food Security Bill, 
Land Acquisition Bill, Right to Information 
and other laws passed for the benefit of the 
common man.

sTATEsWATCh
The meeting also asked its workers to prepare 
themselves for the forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections. The meeting was inaugurated 
by former MLA, Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh 
who started the meeting by garlanding the 
statue of Mahatma Gandhi at the Congress 
Headquarters here. Seva Dal Pradesh 
organizer, Shri Pramod Kumar Rai also 
addressed the workers.

DELHI
OBC Convention

new Delhi: In connection with the Delhi 
Assembly elections, the OBC Cell of the 
Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee held a 
convention at the DPCC office, Rajiv Bhawan, 
on 21st October, 2013. DPCC President, Shri 
Jai Prakash Agarwal, MP addressed the 
convention. OBC Cell Chairman, Shri Ishwar 
Chand Saini presided over the convention. 
Thousands of OBC workers came from 
different parts of Delhi for the convention.

Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal said Congress 
was the only party under which the interest 
of the OBC people was safe. He said the 
Congress did many things to help the OBC 
people progress in all walks of life. The OBCs 
have also been given proper representation 
in the Delhi Assembly. He said the OBC 
people have always stood firmly by the 
Congress Party, and the OBCs have played a 
major role in the formation of the Congress 
Government in Delhi during the last 15 years 
of the party’s rule. Shri Agarwal said the 
OBC people have also played a major role in 

the making of Delhi, and the city’s amazing 
progress over the years. He exhorted the 
OBC people to vote for the Congress in the 
coming Delhi Assembly elections to ensure 
that the Congress Party retained power for 
the fourth consecutive term.

OBC Cell Chairman, Shri Ishwar Chand 
Saini said the entire OBC people were 
solidly behind the Congress Party, and in the 
Assembly elections, the OBC community will 
totally support the Congress candidates in all 
the 70 Assembly constituencies and ensure 
their victory.

Tributes to Indira Gandhi
new Delhi: Former Prime Minister late Smt. 
Indira Gandhi’s 29th martyrdom day was 
observed on 31st October, 2013 and she was 
paid reverential homage at a function held 
at the Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee 
(DPCC) office, at Rajiv Bhawan.

She was not only a legendary leader of the 
country, but also a historical figure in world 
politics, who had left an indelible stamp in 
the minds of legion of people.  Thousands 
of Congress workers and senior leaders paid 
homage to the late leader. On this occasion, 
DPCC president Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, 
MP said Smt. Indira Gandhi was a true 
leader of Indian politics who understood the 
pulse of the people, and the demands of the 
country to take it on the road to development 
and progress to make it a world power. He 
said Smt. Indira Gandhi also took historical 
steps to eradicate poverty from the country. 
DPCC president Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal 
and other leaders garlanded the portrait of 
Smt. Gandhi and paid homage to her.

Besides Shri Agarwal, prominent others who 
attended the function to pay homage to Smt. 
Indira Gandhi were DPCC office-bearers 
S.K. Puri, Suresh Malik, Rajender Malik, 
Sudsh Sangwan, Dheerendra Tyagi, C.P. 
Mittal, Alderman Pramod Kumar, Sumitra 
Dahiya, Dr. R.B. Singh, Delhi Sewa Dal Chief 
Organiser and Alderman Dineshwar Tyagi, 
DPCC spokesperson Harikishan Jindal, 
Alderman Surender Panchal, Ishwar Singh 
Bagri, Gopal Paharia, Mahender Gupta, 
Vinod Rana, P.S. Bawa, all BCC presidents 
and large number of workers.

Shri Agarwal said after Pandit Nehru and 
Shastri Ji, when Indira Gandhi became the 
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first lady Prime Minister of the country, 
the country was facing many challenging 
problems like poverty, starvation, social 
inequality, economic, educational, scientific 
and many other issues, which needed strong 
steps to be addressed. He said Smt. Indira 
Gandhi achieved 100 per cent success in 
solving these problems, and no praise will be 
high for her for taking dynamic and strong 
decisions to put the country on a strong 
pedestal.     

Shri Agarwal said the late Smt.  Indira Gandhi 
was one of the few chosen great leaders of the 
world who would be remembered always. 
He said Smt. Indira Gandhi was a modern, 
inspirational leader of the youth, who never 
looked back, but always looked ahead. He 
said she played a vital role in making India 
a nuclear and economic power, and with 
the help of the Soviet Union a space power 
as well, to help the country stand on its feet 
proudly among the big powers. Shri Agarwal 
said she had great empathy for the poor, 
and she used to always think of improving 
the lot of women. Under her leadership, 
the Congress Party always felt proud of its 
standing and achievements.

HARYANA
Tributes paid to Indira Gandhi

sonepat: The City Congress Committee 
and other Congress leaders paid tributes to 
former Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi 
on her death anniversary here on 31st 
October, 2013.

The function was presided over by District 
Congress President, Shri Pradeep Singh 
Gautam. Others who paid tributes included 
Block Congress President, Shri Ashok 
Chhabra, Rural Congress President, Shri 
Bhaleram Jagda, District Mahila Congress 
President, Veena Gautam, Sonepat Youth 
Congress President, Shri Devendra Sharma, 
Councillor Shri Pramod Sharma, Sunita 
Lochab, Shri Satyanarayan Saroha, Monica 
Malik, Anil Binny, Shri Surajbhan Badgujar, 
Dr. Satbir Nirman, Pt. Sitaram Sharma, 
Dharmbir Chopra, Ramesh Thakran, Sunil 
Kataria, Azad Singh Sauda, Ramkaran 
Jagada, Surendra Rathi with others.

GUJARAT
Neglect of Tribal’s

ahmedabad: Leader of Opposition in the Gujarat State Assembly, Shri Shankarsinh 
Vaghela addressed a Press Conference on 22nd October, 2013 and stated that the Gujarat’s 
BJP Government is depriving the Tribal Community of their rights which has been 
conferred on them by our constitution. In Gujarat the position of Tribal People as regarding 
Education, Health, Irrigation, Employment, Land etc. is very grave. In Gujarat for the 
Education facilities of Adivasis in 11 Eklavya School only 286 teachers are there against 
425 required and these 286 are also on 11 month’s contract. More than 139 teacher’s posts 
are vacant. In around 43 Adarsh Resident Schools, 264 teacher’s posts are vacant. In year 
2012-13 the carrier of 36200 standard 8 students in the Tribal Area was ruined because 
of shortage of 1607 teachers. In the Tribal students hostel the students are treated worse 
than animals. The students who need fortified nutrition are not given food with proper 
nutrition. In the Gandhinagar situated hostel the condition are inhuman and this hostel 
is in a rented flat. For the issuance of the caste certificate the Government authorities are 
not positive and thereby they are depriving the Tribal students of the rights. In Tribal 
areas most of the positions of teachers are vacant in the teaching institutes.

Shri Shankarsinh Vaghela further added that the health services in the Tribal areas have 
totally been non-functional. The tribals are battling against Laptospyrocis, sick-cell, anemia 
and malnutrition. In Gujarat the expenses per head for medical services is Rs. 170/- and in 
Tribal areas it is still less. In Gujarat in 14 Districts 6.13 Lakh Children are suffering from 
malnutrition. In this 3,14,880 children are from Tribal dominated districts. This shows 
the real development of much hyped Gujarat CM’s development model. It is very sad to 
note that the P.H.C., C.H.C. and sub centers are not there in more than 350 Tribal areas.

The number of children who suffer from malnutrition district-wise is as under:
Banaskantha 78421, Dahod 73384,
Vadodara 66673, Panchmahal 59423
Narmada 19214 Tapi 17765

Details of health facility in tribal area
Type of Service Needed Vacant Percentage of Vacant
Doctors 358 112 31.28%
Surgeon 70 70 100%
Gynec Doctors 70 70 100% 
Pediatrician 70 70 100%
Health Asst. 358 160 45%

Shri Shankarsinh Vaghela Further added that Gujarat is on 11th number in the 
implementation of the Gujarat Van Adhikar Act 2006. After this act was implemented 
the Adivasis who ploughed the forest land were to be made land owners. In Gujarat out 
of the total 1,91,592 as on 30.9.2013 only 42,752 were given land rights. This is 22.31 %. 
This shows how much lagging the Gujarat government is in the implementation 

Agriculture is also one of the important factor for Tribal development. Out of the total 
Water resources 80% are in Tribal areas, even then in the past 12 years the Gujarat 
government has not cared to make strong irrigation projects in Tribal areas and hence the 
Tribal areas of more than 80% are deprived of irrigation facilities. The Scheme Sujalam 
Suflam which endorses the irrigation water for Tribal farmers is only on paper. 

Shri Shankarsinh Vaghela blasted the state government for not implementing the beneficial 
measures for Adivasis. He also stated that there is no budget head for the benefit of 
Adivasi. In reality there is no scheme for benefit for Adivasis. The various scheme which 
were working have been grouped together. As it was found that no money which was 
announced during the so called Sadbhavna Upvas was distributed in the same way Van 
bandhu Kalyan Yojna is also a farce. The allocated money for the tribal development is 
used for personal publicity and because of this the tribal people have to be without their 
rights. In the end Shri Shankarsinh Vaghela lamented that Rs. 200 Cr. sanctioned by the 
Central Government under the tribal sub plan are lying unused.   v
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Many join Congress in  
Jammu and Kashmir

Jammu: An impressive function was held 
by the Pradesh Congress Committee, 
at  Shaheedi Chowk in front of PCC 
Headquarters here on 21st October, 2013 in 
which PCC President, Prof. Saifuddin Soz 
(MP) and other senior functionaries of the 
Congress formally admitted and welcomed 
the eight (8) prominent leaders alongwith 
hundreds of their supporters into the 
Congress Party amidst raising of slogans in 
favour of Congress Party.

Hundreds of Congress workers and senior 
leaders of PCC, District Congress Committee, 
frontal organizations especially Mahila 
Congress, INTUC, Youth Congress, NSUI 
and Block Congress Committees assembled 
at Shaheedi Chowk to welcome new entrants 
who alongwith hundreds of their supporters 
arrived at Congress headquarters from TRC-
Residency road raising slogans in favour of 
Congress leadership and Congress Party.

Prof. Saifuddin Soz (MP) President JKPCC 
while welcoming them to the Congress Party, 
extensively dealt with emerging political 
scenario in the three regions of the state, 
where Congress Party is fast emerging as 
the only choice of the people because of its 
progressive policies, democratic and secular 
values being strengthened by the party. He 
said that secularism is the strength of Indian 
Nation and only Congress can lead the state 
and the entire Nation on the path of peace, 
progress and prosperity by strengthening 
secular fabric of this country.

He asserted the Congress has emerged a 
vibrant force in all three regions of the state 
and the joining of more and more important 
leaders from political parties as well as 
the victory of the Party in Kargil Council 
elections is writing on the wall, that Congress 
would be the single largest party in the next 
assembly elections. Stating that Jammu and 
Kashmir is an integral and inaliable part of 
India, Prof. Soz said that there is no place 
for politics of exploitation and negative 
politics, as people of the state appreciate and 
participate in the great democracy of this 
great Nation for a better and bright future 
of the State. 

Prof. Soz said that Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi accepted the suggestion of 
Pradesh Congress Committee in consultation 
with AICC General Secretary Incharge J&K, 
Smt. Ambika Soni and Union Minister for 

Health and Family Welfare Shri Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, to admit those who were desirous 
of joining the mission of Congress Party to 
serve the people of the state and strengthen 
the unity and integrity of three regions. 

The leaders who joined Congress Party 
include Smt. Gurbachan Kumari Rana 
(Former Minister), Thakur Balbir Singh 
(Former MLA) and General Secretary PDP, 
Mohd. Aslam Goni (Former Advocate 
General) and Senior National Conference 
leader, Choudhary Tassaduq Hussain (Senior 
leader PDP), Murtaza Ahmed Khan (Former 
MLC) and Senior PDP leader, Smt. Zahida 
Khan (Former DDC), Sheikh Mujeeb Ali 
(Ex-District President PDP-Doda) and 
Shafeeq Ahmed Mir (President All J&K 
Panchayat Conference). These leaders 
expressed gratitude to Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi for admitting them in 
to the Congress Party and assured the PCC 
leadership to work to strengthen the Party 
and its policies and programmes. They said 
that they have realized that the mood of 
the people in all three regions is to further 
strengthen the Congress Party in the state, 
in order to defeat the communal and divisive 
forces, whose designs can be defeated by a 
secular force like Congress.

Newly elected Deputy Leader of Congress 
Legislature Party Mohd. Sharief Naiz-
MLA and Shri Madan Lal Sharma-MP also 
briefly spoke and welcomed them. Shri 
Ravinder Sharma-MLC, General Secretary 
and Spokesman conducted the proceedings, 
while most of the prominent leaders were 
present on the occasion. Prominent among 
them were Shri Dharma Pal Sharma, Thakur 
Hari Singh, S. Gurmukh Singh, Prem Sagar 
Aziz, District President Om Chopra, Mula 
Ram, Smt. Indu Pawar, Shiv Kumar Sharma 
(INTUC), Shahnawaz Choudhary (PYC), 
Rani Gargi Balloria-MLC, Swaran Lata, 
Kuldeep Raj Verma, Prakash Sharma, Ch. 
Shah Mohd., Ch. Zaffarullah, Kanta Bhan, 
Ashok Sharma, Balwan Singh-Ex MLA, Shiv 
Dev Singh-Ex MLA, Girdhari Lal Chalotra-
Ex MLA, S. Arvinder Singh Micky, B.S. 
Pathania, D.S. Langeh, Manmohan Singh, 
Krishan Lal Gupta, Darshan Raina and many 
other attended the function. 

Prominent leaders join Congress
srinagar: It was in the presence of a large 
crowd of Congress Workers that eleven most 
prominent and Political Leaders joined the 
Congress Party on 20th October, 2013 and 
declared that they would contribute to make 
Congress Party ever more acceptable and 

vibrant in the service of the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

These leaders included Shri Gulam Hassan 
Geelani (Ex. Minister), Shri Farooq A. Renzu 
(Former Director of Information), Shri 
Tafazul Hussain (Ex. Vice President J&K 
Bank), Wali Mohd. Dar (Retd. S.E. R&B), 
Shri Shiekh G.M. Gulzar (Retd. Officer 
Rural Development), Shri Bashir Ahmad 
Shah, Sr. Political Activist and Sarpanch 
Kichhama), Senior Political Leaders Gulam 
Hassan Rather, Abdul Rashd Malla (Ex. 
Chairman M.C., Baramulla), Shri Mushtaq 
Ahmad Bazaz, dynamic Youth and Popular 
Leader Waseem Shalla. Three hundred Youth 
Activists joined the Congress Party.

Prof. Soz introduced these leaders as dynamic 
Social Activist and the ones who appreciate 
Congress Party as a secular force in the 
Country. Leaders stressed the point that 
they would join Prof. Soz in his mission of 
dedicated service to the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Prof. Soz congratulated these prominent 
leaders and thanked the audience whole-
hear tedly  for  their  enthusiasm and 
dedication.

Prof. Soz revealed that very soon a function 
like this would be organized to welcome 
youth and others-leaders into the fold of the 
Congress Party in hundreds.

Prof. Soz asserted that he had proved his 
point that Congress Party is in a vibrant 
situation in all the three regions of the state.

Those who addressed the gathering included 
Mohd. Muzaffar Parray, MLC, Shri Gulam 
Nabi Monga MLC, Shri Bashir Magrey MLC 
(Vice Presidents) and Shri Abdul Gani Khan 
and others.

Many pay tributes to  
Indira Gandhi

srinagar : On the occasion of Death 
Anniversary of Former Prime Minister of 
India Late. Smt. Indira Gandhi, J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee held a meeting of 
Prominent Congress Leaders and Workers 
at Congress Party Headquarters, Srinagar. 
The meeting was presided over by Bashir 
Ahmad Magrey MLC, Vice President J&K 
Pradesh Congress Committee here on 31st 
October, 2013.

On this occasion Taj Mohiuddin Minister of 
Medical Education, Youth Service & Sports 
was the chief Guest. He paid floral tributes 
to Smt. Indira Gandhi. 
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Those who addressed the gathering included  
Mohd Muzaffar Parray   MLC, Sr. Vice 
President,  Mohd Anwar Bhat, Gulam Nabi 
Mir Lasjan, General Secretaries, Ali Mohd 
Sofi, Ex. MLC Mohd. Sultan Mundoo and 
others.

The speakers while addressing the meeting 
paid floral tributes to late Indira Gandhi on 
her death anniversary and lauded her role 
in making India a vibrant and powerful 
country in the world. Late Indira Gandhi was 
a committed and powerful lady who never 
cared for anything, while taking decisions in 
favour of the country and its people.  After Pt. 
Jawahar Lal Nehru, Late Indira Gandhi gave 
a new direction to the country and brought 
the country on the track of development, 
progress, prosperity. Late Indira Gandhi 
was a visionary and peace loving personality 
and never wanted any confrontation with 
neighboring countries.

The speaker paid glowing tributes to Late 
Indira Gandhi on her Death Anniversary and 
termed her death a great loss to the country 
and its people.

Those who were present on the occasion 
included Gulam Mohd. Sheikh, Secretaries,  
Nissar Ahmad  Khan, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Khanday, Jawahira, Mohd Aslam Dar, 
Shameema Iqbal , Abdul Gandi Ganie, and 
others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Dalits living in shame and insult

bhopal: Pradesh Congress President, Shri 
Kantilal Bhuria in his statement said on 21st 
October, 2013 that the Dalits do not feel safe, 
contented and satisfied in the society during 
the BJP rule.

Shri Bhuria said that even the dalits working 
in government offices have to bear the insult 
of the seniors. This is not enough, the dalits 
have to bear the threats of the BJP stooges 
every now and then and the police neither 
gives them protection nor files their report 
in the police station. He added that in 
some places these BJP ‘dabangs’ (stooges) 
have even forcefully snatched their lands 
by making them hand over the land pattas 
under threat.

Shri Bhuria said that most of the dalits 
working in government offices want to be 
transferred to some other department but 
the attitude towards there is no better and 
they have to shamelessly bear the insult as 
nobody is there to look after their welfare.

State sunk neck-deep in Corruption
bhopal: The MPCC Vice-President, Shri 
Rameshwar Nikhra in his press conference 
here on 4th November, 2013 has said that 
the BJP government of the state was the 
first such government which is such neck-
deep in corruption. It is believed that any 
of the departments remain untouched by 
corruption. The officers of the government 
have kept all the laws aside and are busy 
pocketing all the money with both the hands, 
it has become a pastureland for them. During 
the past ten years the government officers 
have acclaimed an astonishing image due to 
the money gained through corrupt means. 
And from many of those favourite ministers 
in Tehsildar Shri Rajendra Panwar who is a 
favourite of finance minister Shri Karansingh 
Verma and with his protection Shri Panwar 
has created new records in corruption.

event-1
Sehore is the home district of Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan where Shri Rajendra 
Panwar was appointed as the Tehsildar. In 
his very first year of appointment in 2011, 
compensated a farmer four times for a 
single incident of destruction of crops by 
intense cold (Pala). The matter was reported 
to Lokpal by Shri Raju Vishwakarma and 
Shri Panwar was found guilty and the chief 
secretary in the Finance department had on 
25th September, 2013 sought legal action 
against Shri Panwar but no action has been 
taken till date by the concerned department.

event-2

In the same district Sehore, there are serious 
charges leveled against Shri Panwar related to 
the land mismanagement. The report states 
that the Tehsildar had given permission 
to sell the land of scheduled tribe and of 
scheduled caste people without the prior 
sanction of the District Collector and in this 
way lot of loss is being made to the finance 
department due to stamp paper duty. And 
it is also a fact that no land belonging to 
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe can be 
sold or transferred without Registry. Because 
of this the state is incurring a big loss.

An enquiry was held for this illegal practice 
and it was found that various lands of SC/
ST people were transferred without Registry 
in the names of Patwari Kamal Kaur and 
Tehsildar Rajendra Panwar. These transfers 
have been done without the prior permission 
of the Collector.

event-3

The then Tehsildar Rajendra Panwar of 

Sehore district during his posting conspired 
with Patwari Kiran Kaur were making 
the accounts and lease deed of the Gram 
Panchayat lands of Ratrakhedi, Gadia, 
Bilkisganj and Bijlon area. In the survey 
member 19/5 of Patrakhedi the 3 acre land 
of Arif Khan son of Ajij Khan of caste Mewati 
Rukwa and 3 acre land according to survey 
19/6 of Shafiq Khan son of Rahim Khan of 
caste Mewati Rukwa, the accounts were made 
in 2010-11 were transferred in the name 
and sold to Snadeep Thakur of Bhopal by 
Tehsildar Rajendra Panwar and in survey 
member 73/126 around 3.87 acre land of 
Afzal Khan son of Majid Khand of Khasara 
No. 73/2/1 the 5 acre land of Shahjid Khan 
son of Rashid Khan was sold on the basis of 
false accounts and was sold in 2009 to Sarla 
Gupta wife of Ashok Gupta which was also 
transferred by Tehsildar Rajendra Panwar.

Similarly, in survey No. 13/2/2/1 the 4.84 acre 
land was given on lease on the basis of false 
papers given to Rashid Atmaj Shafiq Khan 
which was later sold in 2009 to Shivprasad 
son of Madanlal. In Khosora No. 67/2 the 
land of Ansar Ahmed son of Nisar Khan and 
in Khasara No. 67/3 of Israr Ahmad son of 
Nisar Khand was sold to Baby Shukla wife of 
Rajesh Shukla and their transfer were done 
by Tehsildar Rajendra Panwar. During the 
past year, in Bijlore village in Khasara No. 
17/4/2 the 6.75 acre land of Karnnoon Bi 
wife of Aquil Khan caste Muslim has been 
given to then on the basis of fake accounts 
by Rajendra Panwar. Similarly, in collusion 
with Patwari Kamal Kaur six lease deeds were 
made and transferred by Tehsildar Rajendra 
Panwar.

These three examples show that because of 
the protection of the Revenue Minister Karan 
Singh Verma and Tehsildar Rajindra Panwar 
is indulging in large number of land scandal 
and no-concerned officer or the Collector 
can take any action against these protected 
officials.

Racket exposed in education in MP
bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh Congress has 
said that the Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan has turned the state into a corrupt 
Pradesh.

The Pradesh Congress has also accused that 
with the higher education even the school 
education has been handed over to the mafia. 
According to a joint statement of Vidhan 
Sabha media committee chairman Shri Prem 
Chand Guddu, MP and MPCC President, 
Shri Kantilal Bhuria have said that the level 
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of education in the state was falling and it has 
been found that the Education Department 
was indulging in issuance of fake mark-sheets 
in the open school.

Shri Bhuria said that the admission scam 
in PMT and DMAT has already exposed 
the government’s racket by fielding fake 
candidates in place of others for a premium. 
He added that it was sad that the state 
government was playing with the future of 
the children.

Rahul Gandhi assures Adivasis of 
betterment

Jabalpur: Former AICC Secretary, Ms. 
Kaushaliya Gontia said that while senior 
Congress leaders like Shri Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, Shri Digvijay Singh, Shri Kamalnath, 
Shri Kantilal Bhuria, Shri Mohan Prakash, 
Shri Ajay Singh Rahul and Shri Suresh 
Pachauri have given momentum to the 
Congress campaign for the Congress in 
Madhya Pradesh for the Vidhan Sabha 

elections, AICC Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi addressed a mammoth public rally 
in Adivasi populated area in Shahdol.

All the Congress leaders including Shri Rahul 
Gandhi severely criticized the Shivraj Singh 
government in Madhya Pradesh. But Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said that the Congress Party 
ones for the poor people of the country 
and accounted that because of it the Food 
Security Bill was made and passed so that 
no poor sleeps empty-stomach.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said that MP Government 
has not cared for the sentiments of the 
Adivasi community and assured that they 
would be given full respect and their interest 
would be kept in mind if Congress comes 
to power in the state. Shri Rahul said that 
Congress has a long relations with Adivasis 
and it would definitely fight for their cause 
and betterment.

Congressmen ghearo UP Vidhan Sabha
lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri led the 
Congress delegation in protest against the Samajwadi. Party government and ghearoed 
the UP Vidhan Sabha to protest against non-implementation of Central government’s 
most important people’s welfare 
programme ‘Food Security 
Bill’ in the state. AICC General 
Secretary incharge of UP, Shri 
Madhusudan Mistri was the 
Chief Guest. 

S h r i  M a d hu s u d a n  M i s t r i 
a d d r e s s e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f 
Congressmen from all over the 
state at the Laxman Mela maidan 
said that the Congress Party in 
fact was born out of hope and 
inspiration of crores of people 
and even today the Congress 
Party works for the interest of the people. The Food Security Bill, in fact, is the hope of 
crores of poor and hungry people. He said that nobody can defeat the Congress in Uttar 
Pradesh.

On the occasion, UPCC President, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri, MP, said that the Food 
Security Bill is a ray of hope for the poor 
and hungry people of the country. The 
Congress Party in UP is ready for a final 
confrontation. Dr. Khatri also thanked the 
people present there. Union Coal Minister, 
Shri Sreeprakash Jaiswal said that this 
dharna is not to make anybody a Prime 
Minister but in accordance with the policies 

and programme of the Congress it is an effort to benefit the people. If anybody wants 
to become Prime Minister at the cost of the poor then the people will never accept him.

Thousands of people who come for the 
dharna and ghearo from all the districts of 
UP in unison shouted for the poor people 
of the country and for the implementation 
of the Food Security Bill.

Also present were National Secretary-cum-
incharge Shri Prakash Joshi and Shri Rana 
Goswamy, MPs Smt. Ratna Singh, Smt. 
Anu Tandon, Shri Zafar Ali Naqvi and Shri 
Vinay Kumar Pandeya, Shri Imran Kidwai, 
MLAs Dr. Md. Muslim, Shri Sanjay Kapur, 
Shri Pankaj Malik, Shri Ajay Rai, Shri Akhlesh Pratap Singh, Shri Dilnawaj Khan, Shri 
Nadeem Javed with others.

After the address the people reached the main gate of the Vidhan Sabha after passing by 
K.D. Singh Babu stadium and City Corporation office and ghearoed the Vidhan Sabha 
where they were lathi-charged by the police. Again when the protesting Congressmen 
marched towards the Chief Minister’s office near gate No. 5 of the Vidhan Sabha which 
had barricades the police lathi-charged the Congressmen in which many were injured 
including Shri Rajesh Chaudhary and Shri Shakeel Ahmed.

Thereafter, under the leadership of Shri Mistri and Dr. Nirmal Khatri senior leaders sat 
on a dharna in front of the Vidhan Sabha again lathi-charged by the police which injured 
Shri Mistri, Dr. Khatri, MP, Shri Kamal Kishore Commando, National Scheduled Tribe 
Commission Chairman, Shri P.L. Puniya.
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Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Vinoba bhave
Death anniversary
15th november

(1895-1982)

lala lajpatrai
Death anniversary
17th november

(1865-1928)

 UTTAR PRADESH
Tributes paid to Indiraji,  

Sardar Patel
lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee paid tributes to Bharat Ratna 
and former Prime Minister late. Smt. Indira 
Gandhi on her death anniversary and Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth anniversary 
here at the Congress headquarters on 31st 
October, 2013. A condolence meeting was 
organized which was presided over by former 
minister Shri Ramkrishna Dwivedi. The 
programme started by garlanding the photos 
of Indiraji and Sardar Patelji. An all-religion 
prayer meeting was also held. Former MLC 
Shri Harish Bajpayee organized the function.

Congress leader in the Vidhan Parishad 
Shri Nasib Pathan paid tributes to Indiraji 
and Sardar Patelji and recalled about their 

services and said that Indiraji gave her life 
for the unity and integrity of the country and 
said that in the present political scenario the 
teachings of Sardar Patel has become all the 
more relevant.

Former UPCC President, Dr. Rita Bahuguna 
Joshi said that Indiraji was such a women 
leader who established the name of India 
globally. She was known as a great and strong 
leader internationally. She made India self-
content and a nuclear power and we all are 
proud of her.

Former leader of the Congress in the Vidhan 
Sabha, Shri Parmod Tiwari paid tributes by 
garlanding the photos of Indiraji and Sardar 
Patelji.

Shri Ramkrishna Dwivedi recalled the 
services of Indiraji and said that the society 
should take inspiration from her personality. 
Others who paid tributes were Shri Vinod 
Chaudhary, Shri Shyama Kishore Shukla, 
Shri Gyanendra Pratap Singh, former MLC 

Smt. Bina Duggal, Smt. Shail Singh, Shri 
Vijay Bahadur Singh, Dr. Neeraj Bora, Shri 
Subodh Srivastava and Shri Vinod Mishra.

No electricity in villages
unnao: Congress workers and villagers of 
Morava Town and Hilola Block and led by 
Congress MP, Smt. Anu Tandon and Dr. 
M.H. Khan organized a protest dharna in 
front of the Morava power house for not 
providing regular power to the villages and 
also for resorting to undeclared power cuts 

here on 29th October, 2013.

Smt. Tandon said that the SDO of Morava 
has given assurance that under the Rajiv 
Gandhi Electrification Project the power will 
be soon resumed in the villages. She added 
that the people had resorted to this protest 
dharna because there was corruption in the 
electricity department and which will not be 
tolerated by the people of the area.

Smt. Tandon said that the Centre had given 
the funds for the Rajiv Gandhi Electrification 
Project and is lying idle with the Electricity 
department and she also warned that if this 
fund is not used for providing electricity to 
the villagers then they would be compelled 
to go to District headquarters at Unnao and 
start their agitation there.

Tributes paid to Indiraji and 
Sardar Patel

unnao: The District Congress Committee 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister, 
Priyadarshani Indira Gandhi on her death 
anniversary here on 31st October, 2013.

The Congressmen also paid tributes to the 
Iron man of India Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
on his birth anniversary on 31st October, 
2013.

District Congress President, Shri Veer Pratap 
Singh praised Indira Gandhi of taking the 
country to the heights of development and 
progress and because of which our country 
competes with developed nations in the 
world of Information technology. He said 
that once we imported needles but today we 
are making ships and planes and this was a 
good sign of progress.

City Congress president, Shri Dinesh Shukla 
said while giving tributes to Indiraji, said 
that she gave new direction to the country 
and made India know all over the world. He 
said that Sardar Patel played a stellar role 
in the freedom struggle and that is why he 
was called an iron man. Sardar Patel never 
compromised with his principles and more 
has to be done to fulfill his dreams. 

Other who spoke was Ankit Parihar, Dr. 
Anwar Khurshid, Tariq Masood Khan, Ajay 
Srivastava, Youth Congress President, Arun 
kushwaha with others. v

bahadur shah Zafar
Death anniversary
7th november

(1775-1862)
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Th e  A l l  In d i a  Ma h i l a  C ong re s s 
congratulates the newly appointed 

National President of All India Mahila 
Congress Smt. Shobha Oza and Vice-President 
Smt. Bindhu Krishna. The Mahila Congress 
expresses its thanks to outgoing President Smt. 
Anita Verma for her efforts to strengthen the 
Mahila Congress organization at every level. 

After taking the charge of the Mahila Congress 
office on 30th August 2013 Smt. Shobha 
Oza, President, AIMC is focusing on the five 
election-going States as she has visited all of 
them with the Vice-President Smt. Bindhu 
Krishna. She has addressed huge meetings 
of Mahila Congress especially in Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh between 
1st to 9th September 2013. 

On 22nd September 2013 Smt. Shobha Oza 
and Smt. Bindhu Krishna visited riot-torn 
villages of Muzaffarnagar District where they 
met affected families in Kawal, Malikapura, 
Karkheda, Rehmatpura Baseda villages and 
Tawali Relief Camp. The AIMC President 
attended Rallies at Datiya and Jabalpur on 
27th & 30th September 2013, respectively. 

A Halla Bol Rally was addressed by Smt. 
Shobha Oza and Smt. Bindhu Krishna on 
1st October 2013 in Korba, Chhattisgarh 
where more than 9,000 women were present. 
The Rally was a grand success. On 2nd 
October 2013, a Mahila Melawa was jointly 
organized by Smt. Kamal Vyavhare, President, 
Maharashtra PMC and Smt. Charutai Tokas, 
daughter of Late Smt. Prabha Rao at Wardha 
to commemorate the Birth Anniversary of 
Rashtrapita Mahatma Gandhi. About 35,000 
women belonging to Mahila Congress 

MAhILA 
COngREss

organization and Self-Help Groups were 
present in the Melawa. A meeting of Uttar 
Pradesh Mahila Congress organization was 
held at Lucknow on 6th October 2013 at PCC 
which was attended by about 500 Mahila 
Congress activists including District Mahila 
Congress Presidents and State-level office 
bearers. 

On 20th October 2013, the AIMC President 
addressed an organizational meeting of 
Uttrakhand Mahila Congress in Dehradun 
which was organized by Smt. Sarojini 
Kainturiya, President, Uttrakhand PMC. She 
also addressed a meeting of Haryana PMC, 
held at Panipat on 26th October 2013 followed 
by an organizational meeting of West Bengal 
PMC in Kolkata on 27th October 2013 and 
of Punjab PMC in Ludhiana on 29th October 
2013.  The AIMC President was accompanied 
by Smt. Bindhu Krishna, Vice-President, 
AIMC in all the meetings except Dehradun. 

A three-day Training Camp was organized by 
Smt. Kamal Vyavhare, President, Maharashtra 
PMC in Lonawala in which State-level office 
bearers, district and block presidents of the 
districts of Western Maharashtra region 
participated. The Resource Agency of the 
programme was Jawaharlal Nehru Leadership 
Institute. On 30th September 2013, Smt. 

Jaishree Shelke, Secretary, Maharashtra PMC 
organized a meeting of Mahila Congress 
workers in Buldhana in which Miss. Varsha 
Gaikwad, Minister of Women & Child 
Development Govt. of Maharashtra was the 
Chief Guest. Smt. Janet D’Souza, President, 
Mumbai RMC organized a Seminar-cum-Talk 
Show on 3rd September 2013 in Mumbai. 
Smt. Indu Pawar, President, J&K PMC has 
been touring various districts, blocks and 
Panchayats of the State from 1st October 
2013 onwards and she has covered Bandipura, 
Anantnag, Kupwara, Ganderbal and Jammu 
till now. Smt. Mradula Saharia, President 
Assam PMC convened a meeting of her newly 
appointed State executive and assigned the 
office bearers suitable tasks.

(shobha oza)
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During the last month, the AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department organized 
a meeting each in Madhya Pradesh 

and Delhi.

The MPCC Ex-Servicemen Department 
held a meeting of Ex-Servicemen in Gwalior 
on October 27, 2013.  Nearly 500 Ex-
Servicemen and Veer Naris (widows/war 
widows) attended the meeting.  Addressing 
the meeting Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary, 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Dept, who was the 
chief guest, expressed the gratitude of Ex-
Servicemen to Hon’ble Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and Defence Minister A.K. Antony for 
the unprecedented hike in the pensions of 
Ex-Servicemen.  He said that such a steep hike 
in the pensions of Ex-Servicemen and salaries 
of serving soldiers had never taken place.  
During over 9 years tenure of UPA 1 and UPA 
2 of pension of personnel Below Officer Rank 
(PBOR) had gone up nearly 5 times and that 
of officers nearly 3 times since 2004.  During 
NDA regime not a single step was taken for 
the welfare of Ex-Servicemen and demand of 
OROP was rejected by the Vajpayee Govt. in 
November 2003.  

Capt. Davar also compared the glorious 
history of the Congress with antinational 
record of RSS and Hindu Mahasabha during 
the freedom struggle and reminded the 
audience how Sardar Patel had imprisioned 
the entire RSS leaders for their conspiracy in 
the assassination of the Father of the Nation.  
It was very ridiculous that BJP and Sangh 
Parivar are now attempting to use the ‘Iron 
Man’ as their icon as there are no leaders in 
the Sangh Parivar from whom they can draw 
inspiration.

Capt. V.P. Singh, Chairman, MPCC Ex-
Servicemen Dept condemned the M.P. Govt. 
for its massive corruption of which he gave 
many glaring instances.  Capt. N K Pandey, 
Vice Chairman, MPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department said the Shivraj Singh Chauhan 
govt. has become very unpopular and totally 
neglected the welfare of the Ex-Servicemen.  

Ex-sERvICEMEn RALLy  
BEhInD COngREss

Maj. Prabhakar incharge Gwalior Division 
suggested that before retiring soldiers should 
be given a weapon license.  Amongst others 
who spoke were   Sh. Inder Pal Singh, Sh. 
Janak Singh, Sh. Inder Vir Singh Badoria and 
Sh. Pradumen Singh Tomar, MLA..

An impressive meeting of Ex-Servicemen 
was organized by the DPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department at Sector 3, Dwarka.  Over 400 
Ex-Servicemen, Veer Naris and Dwarka block 
Congress attended the meeting.  

Addressing the meeting Maj. Ved Prakash, 
Chairman, AICC Ex-Servicemen Department 
who was the Chief Guest, expressed confidence 
that Congress will return to power in Delhi.  
He said that the Party has glorious record of 
service to the people who will out rightly reject 
the BJP and return the Congress for the fourth 
time.  He also explained the achievements of 
UPA 1 and UPA 2 governments at the Centre.  
The Congres, he said, is the biggest democratic 
party in the world which is beyond compare.

Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department launched a scathing 
attack on the RSS for projecting Gujarat CM, 
Narendra Modi as Prime Ministrial candidate.  
He emphatically stated that secular India will 
never accept a communal-fascist as Prime 
Minister.  Referring to Advani’s statement that 

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru has called Sardar Patel a 
communalist, Capt. Davar said that this was 
a blatant lie and attempt to distort history 
for selfish political motives.  He challenged 
Mr. Advani to reveal the authentic source 
of his information.  With facts and figures 
he convinced the Ex-Servicemen that no 
Govt. has done so much for the welfare of 
Ex-Servicemen as UPA-1 and UPA-2 during 
whose 9 years tenure there has been very steep 
hike in the pensions of Ex-Servicemen. Capt. 
Davar complimented Smt. Sheila Dikshit for 
changing the face of Delhi and making it a 
world class green city.  

Sh. Mahinder Yadav, ex-MLA stated that he 
and his Party workers will spare no efforts in 
ensuring victory of any Congress candidate 
put up by the Party High Command.  Maj. T 
C Rao, ex-Chairman, DPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department gave many instances of Sheila 
Dikshit Govt. for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen 
who will always be beholden to her for their 
welfare.  

The meeting was jointly organized by Sh. 
B K Mishra, Vice Chairman, DPCC Ex-
Servicemen Department and Block President, 
Sh. Om Prakash Atri.  Amongst others who 
spoke were Smt. Sudesh Sangwan, General 
Secretary DPCC, Maj. Sangwan. And senior 
leaders of the Block Congress Committee. v
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goM on telengana
 spokesperon: shri Meem afzal.

He said that “The CWC in its resolution dated 
30.07.2013 had requested the government to take 
steps in accordance with the constitution of India 
to form a separate state of Telengana. The Union 
cabinet has approved the creation of new state 
of Telengana by bifurcating the existing state of 
Andhra Pradesh. The Union cabinet has approved 
the setting up of a group of Ministers to work out 
the various legal and administrative measures to 
ensure the safety and security of the residents of 
all the regions of the state including the guarantee 
of the fundamental rights. The Union cabinet 
further approved that the group of Ministers will 
go into the various issues which concern both 
the states and suggest appropriate measures to 
address them. The GOM will also work out the 
modalities for the provision of special financial 
disbursement required for the setting up of a new 
capital for the residuary State of Andhra Pradesh 
and to meet the special needs of the backward 
regions and districts of the two states. The 
Congress party acknowledges that the decision 
to form the separate state of Telengana has not 
been an easy decision. The decision has been 
taken after the widest possible consultations and 
after taking into account the chequered history 
of the demand for a separate state of Andhra 
Pradesh to extend their fullest cooperation so 
that this decision can be implemented in letter 
and spirit and in a manner that ensures peace 
and goodwill and progress and prosperity among 
all sections of the people of both states.” Friday, 
4th October, 2013

those oPPosIng WanteD 
telengana

spokesperson: shri bhakta charan Das.

He said that lots of politics is being played in 
the name of creating the state of Telengana and 
the peace among the people is being disturbed. 
We are asking the people of Andhra Pradesh 
to maintain peace. The people who were once 
supporting the formation of Telengana state are 
now opposing it and are trying to misguide the 
people and are vitiating the peaceful atmosphere. 
Chandrababu Naidu has come to Delhi to oppose 
and to sit on a hunger strike. But I want to tell you 
that on 28th December, 2012 Shri Chandrababu 
Naidu had written a letter to the Home Minister, 
Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde which was handed 
over by TDP representative Shri Yanamala 
Ramakrishnudu and Kadiyam Srihari at an all 

party meeting in Delhi in which they have stated 
“In deference to the sentiments of the people of 
the region, Telugu Desam supports the demand 
for separate statehood to Telengana, the party 
politburo had said in a one-page resolution on 
October 9, 2008 when it took a policy decision 
in favour of a separate state. Shri Chandrababu 
Naidu had said on the day that Telengana was 
a “historic necessity” and our party has taken 
the right decision in this regard.” He also 
said, we would do whatever required legally, 
constitutionally and politically for the creation of 
Telengana state. This is what Mr. Chandrababu 
Naidu had said and what he is doing and saying 
today, you can compare this.

Shri Bhakta Charan Das said that interestingly 
YSR CP leader Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy is also 
on fast. I would like to have your attention to 
the fact that on 25.6.2013 YSR Congress held 
party’s second plenary session at Idupulapaya. 
During the session they have passed a resolution 
(famously called Idupulapaya resolution) in 
favour of Telengana and also YSR CP Working 
President Y.S. Vijayamma has also given a letter 
stating that their party had no objection to the 
creation of Telengana state. In the letter they 
have mentioned that YSR CP is not against the 
Telengana sentiment or the people. If justice can 
be done to both the regions by bifurcation, then 
congress should move forward in the process and 
YSR CP would then support the congress high 
command’s decision on Telengana. Shri Das said 
that this was stated by YSR CP, their resolution 
and their Working President’s statement.

Shri Bhakta Charan Das said that in 2004 in the 
election manifesto of INC for Andhra Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly referred to demand of 
Telengana. In May, 2004, Common minimum 
programme of UPA-1 referred to the formation 
of Telengana after consultation and building 
of a consensus. In June 2004, President’s 
address to the joint session of Parliament 
referred to the formation of Telengana. On 12th 
February, 2009 Shri Y.S. Rajashekhar Reddy 
made a statement assuring the Andhra Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly of steps towards formation 
of Telengana. On 7th December, 2009 views were 
expressed at an all-party meeting at Hyderabad 
with Shri K. Rosaiah in the chair on the proposal 
of Telengana. On 9th and 23rd December, 
2009 Shri P. Chidambaram made statements 
after due consultations. On 5th January, 2010 
and 6th January, 2011 views expressed by the 
eight recognized political parties of Andhra 
Pradesh at the meeting held at New Delhi. On 
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30th December, 2010 report of Justice B.N. 
Srikrishna Committee and the various options 
recommended therein. The Working Committee 
again met on 30th July 2013 and took the decision 
and the Home Minister has given a statement on 
the Cabinet decision on 3rd October, 2013. So 
after going through all procedures, this Telengana 
state has been declared with wider consultations 
around the country with political parties and 
every concerned and the opinion of the people of 
the nation because of the Telengana agitation, the 
people of the nation had their solidarity with the 
Telengana people. So all these things have been 
taken into consideration. There should not be 
any politics into this. This has been done in the 
past and this is done now to strengthen a region 
which has faced imbalances since long.

Shri Bhakta Charan Das said that you can see how 
the peaceful atmosphere is being vitiated. Those 
who are opposing the formation of Telengana 
State should first try to understand why there 
was the need to form Telengana state. For how 
many years this agitation had been going on and 
how many people had sacrificed their lives and 
for so many years Telengana was a subject of 
discussion and in 1997 the BJP unit of Andhra 
Pradesh had mentioned about Telengana state in 
their manifesto. In 1999, BJP gained some seats in 
the Vidhan Sabha elections because of this reason 
and this should not be forgotten. Some people 
had even said that if the BJP comes to power it 
will form Telengana state in just one day. Such 
opinions were given much earlier but looking at 
the condition of the people, why development did 
not take place in Telengana state which has lots 
of mineral wealth, nor in the field of education 
and nor in telecommunication, all because of 
strong regional dissimilarities among the youth, 
students and farmers that after years of struggle 
have come forward to agitate for a separate 
Telengana state. I am personally witness to this 
because I was called for a debate on the formation 
of Telengana state in 1996. This agitation started 
in 1960 and was continuing till date. For historic 
reasons the state is separated and formation of 
smaller state for reasons of development and 
there is a provision in the Constitution. If a 
state is not developing then it should be made 
independent, it should have its own law, and 
should have its own governance. Understanding 
this need the BJP had during the 1997 Assembly 
elections had put this demand of formation of 
Telengana state in their manifesto and because 
of this reason had won additional seats in 1999 
but had supported in the formation of separate 
states of Uttarakhand, Jharkhand in Chhattisgarh 
and even reaped the benefit out of it. The BJP had 
a tie-up with the JDP in Andhra have now gone 
on the back foot when the Congress Working 
Committee passed the suggestion on the 
formation of a separate Telengana state. Monday, 
7th October, 2013
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rahul ganDhI’s 
concern for farMers

spokesperson: shri raj babbar. 

He said that the Congress Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi in his recent public meetings 
has put special stress on the UPA’s policies but 
more on the Food Security Bill. This was the 
promise of the Congress Party that nobody in 
the country sleeps empty stomach. Despite all 
the obstacles, the UPA Government managed 
to get this Bill passed in the Parliament. This 
Bill is being implemented in some states and 
will be implemented in other states while in 
other states decisive steps are being taken. The 
Congress Party is also making an appeal to the 
people to leave aside political differences and 
implement the Food Security Bill in the interest 
of the people so that they feel secured in the 
matter of food. Our leaders decided to give 
food security to the people and it was also the 
foresightedness of Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the Prime 
Minister, Shri Rahul Gandhi and all cabinet 
Ministers but above all the farmers who play 
a vital role. That they get proper right to their 
land, Shri Rahul Gandhi made it his main aim to 
place the Land Acquisition Bill in Parliament and 
also felt it necessary that the farmers derive full 
benefit out of this Bill. It has been the tradition 
of the Congress Party to keep the sentiments 
of the people on top priority in this regard the 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi to 
the initiative on behalf of the Congress Party 
and moved ahead this struggle so that this Bill 
is passed in the Parliament. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
made his commitment more strong when he said 
that his political ‘guru’ was his mother Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh. Friday, 11th October, 2013.

bJP, rss Want frIctIon In 
the country

spokesperson: shri randeep singh surjewala

Shri Surjewala said that in the recent past 
efforts are being made throughout the country 
to instigate hatred, create difference and to 
break this country by the BJP and their friends 
from the RSS. This is particularly in reference 
to Uttar Pradesh. Just before the elections the 
BJP General Secretary incharge Shri Amit Shah 
was mentioning about the issue of Mandir-
Masjid, about the sudden organizing the ‘Kosi 
Yatra’ by the Hindu Parishad, the arrest of BJP 

MP in Jhansi Swamy Aditya Nath are some of 
the issue which have a disturbing effect in the 
otherwise peaceful and cordial atmosphere of 
the country. Similarly, by taking up communal 
issue in Muzaffarnagar where 62 people lost 
their lives and despite of so many years after 
independence many are still displaced out 
living in camps. And the uploading of a CD by 
the RSS cadre in collusion with the BJP MLA 
was circulated among different communities 
to create differences among the different 
communities of the society so that people are 
divided in the country on communal lines so that 
the people live with hatred and live in tension. 
Shri Rahul Gandhi while addressing a public 
meeting in Indore said that as a political person 
it becomes his duty to warn all the sections of 
the society to be aware of such forces which 
are spreading the venom of hatred and want 
to divide this country on communal lines. So, 
beware of such forces that are out to break this 
country. Friday, 25th October, 2013.

conDolence to boMb 
blast VIctIMs

spokesperson: shri P.c. chacko.

He said the bomb blast before a public rally

by a major opposition party took 6 lives and 
left more than 80 people injured at Patna 
yesterday. The Congress party condemns such 
major acts of violence that killed innocent 
people of the country. The party expresses its 
deep condolences to the family members of 
the bereaved and sympathizes with the injured 
victims. The Government of India is extending 
all possible help to bring relief to the hapless 
victims and punish perpetrators. The Congress 
party has always been at the helm of the crusade 
against violence and terrorism. The Congress is 
the only party whose great leaders have been 
martyred in its campaign against terrorism. Its 
leaders have been mercilessly decimated time 
and again. Even in the recent times there has 
been a trail of sadism from Chhattisgarh to 
Kerala. Not long ago the party lost its veteran 
Shri VC Shukla and other senior leaders of 
Chhattisgarh in a Maoist attack. In Kannaur, the 
Kerala Chief Minister was attacked by a hostile 

crowd led by the major opposition party of the 
state. We condemn this violence and we believe 
there can be no place for violence in politics. 
Monday, 28th October, 2013.

theIr acts not What 
they Preach

spokesperson: shri ajay Maken

Shri Maken said that some time ago Chief 
Minister of Gujarat laid the foundation for 
erecting the statue of Sardar Patel. On the one 
side the foundation is laid for the statue of 
Sardar Patel while on the other leaders of the 
Narendra Modi’s party and those from the RSS 
are trying to destroy the very foundation of a 
nation. This I am saying with so much stress 
because today these people are in the opposition 
they are attacking the freedom of speech and 
suppose they are in power, what will they do 
to the thinking and freedom of speech is much 
away from what we can think. I would like to 
draw your attention that on 8th, October, 2013 
an article was published in ‘the Hindu’ daily by 
a women associate editor and she accounted the 
facts and proved that RSS is falling behind to the 
promise made to Sardar Patel. On the basis of 
the facts it was the feeling of Sardar Patel that 
in 1947 it was the contribution of the RSS in 
vitiating the secular atmosphere in the country. 
He had proved this on the basis of facts and 
figures but when this was published in a Tamil 
daily and since then she has been receiving fake 
calls and threatening calls. Is this culture the 
followers of Narendra Modi supporters will be 
following after laying the foundation for Sardar 
Patel statue in the country? Getting fed-up she 
filed a report with police on 15th October, 2013 
and I shall only give you the details of her report 
as I cannot give the original because some phone 
numbers are written on it. The contents are as 
follows, I have been getting threatening calls 
from unidentified callers claiming affiliation to 
the RSS and Vishwa Hindu Parishad. As of 7 
pm today I had received over 50 such calls. The 
callers have been abusive and also threatened 
physically harming me, warning me at my 
home. They have used filthy and vulgar words. 
Thursday, 31st October, 2013.
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