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At last we have had a productive session of the Parliament which addressed many issues and many Bills were 
cleared. If every session of the Parliament could be so productive the pace of progress in the country would 
substantially improve automatically because many welfare and much needed reforms could be introduced 

and work could begin on them. An opposition which has always believed that being obstructionist translates to being 
a good opposition is a much misplaced concept. The Food Security Ordinance was cleared as a bill in the parliament. 
This is a measure which will ensure that no one sleeps hungry or undernourished in the country. The very forward 
looking reform that protects the interest of the land owners and farmers: the Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement bill which gives a right of fair compensation to the land losers was passed. For the welfare of Street 
Vendors, a bill, The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Bill which will give 
them protection to carry out their trade in their present location. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority Bill, the long awaited reform in the pension regime was passed. Prohibition of Employment as Manual 
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Bill, a law which bans manual scavenging was a much awaited relief to the 
scavenging community. Much other important legislation were cleared during this session of the parliament.

Speaking at a public function the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that making of laws and policies was not 
enough. A proper implementation of laws and changing of the mindset of people was equally important. Speaking at 
another function the Congress President said that Congress is known for following pro people policies and recounted 
many legislations the Congress led UPA has passed over the last decade. She reminded the people of the reformist 
bills like The Right to Information Bill which has brought about great transparency in Government functioning. 
The MGNREGA which provides an honorable source of livelihood, by guaranteeing 100 days employment to rural 
masses .The Mid Day Meal scheme which provides nourishing diet to Children in primary Schools. The Right to 
Education Bill which will ensure that there are no uneducated people in the country. In addition many bills that 
have been passed for the Empowerment of Women and for the protection of women are amongst the many reforms 
introduced by the Congress led UPA.

Sh. Rahul Gandhi Vice President emphasized that those who questioned the source of funds for the implementation of 
the Food Security Bill should realize that this is for the need to abolish hunger amongst the poor and the downtrodden 
and thus the responsibility of the nation, without looking at cost considerations. Those laborers who implement 
our nations building and infrastructure needs must not sleep hungry. It is the responsibility of the nation and the 
Congress is fulfilling this need. Sh. Rahul Gandhi said “Our dream is the dream of our country. We are fighting 
for the poor people in the country…”. The Congress will continue to work for the fulfillment of the aspirations of 
everyone in the country with its inclusive policies.

Speaking at the forum of G 20 Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said that “the World economy is not in a good 
shape. There is some good news of growth in some industrialized countries, but it is not broad based “. Speaking in 
relation to Indian economy he said “We will continue to work within the framework of an open economy to restore 
growth to earlier levels. We have undertaken a number of reforms, and intend to do more in the future….”. He said 
that difficult reforms were ahead but India was committed to reach its earlier achieved growth rates.

September is a month which brings to us the memories of some of our greatest stalwarts. It is the birth anniversary 
of Dadabhai Naoroji known as the Grand Old man of India. He was a political and social leader who succeeded 
to be the first Asian to become an MP in the U.K House of Commons. He was amongst the founders of the Indian 
National Congress and became its President for the first time in 1886. Annie Besant whose death anniversary falls 
in September was a very great Social Reformer who always fought for her beliefs. She became politically active in 
India and joined the Indian National Congress. She rose to be the President of the Indian National Congress in 1917.

The country is preparing itself for state assembly elections in five states. These are important states and the Congress 
is poised to improve upon its previous performance in these states. The Congress formula of inclusive growth targets 
all sections of society and our Governments have worked hard to fulfill their poll promises. We are confident to 
do well in these states. In other states where we do not have a Government the misdeeds of the parties in power 
have created an opportunity for the Congress to regain the lost ground and give a much better performance. We 
are confident to do well there also. v
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The ethos of India is based on the principle of ‘Sarv Dharam Sambhav’.  
It is a country where several religions and ethnic groups have grown 
side by side over eons.  In a country such as ours those people hit at the 
roots of our ethnic unity to promote vote bank politics, who are doing 
a great disservice to the people of this country.

The recent events at Muzaffarnagar were clearly orchestrated by the 
enemies of the nation who wish to divide the country along regional 
and religious lines.   People who have coexisted for centuries together 
were misled by fabricated propaganda leading to unnecessary loss of 
many lives and property.   Those who do such deeds do not realize that 
by their dastardly acts they take away from families their livelihood 
and happiness for times to come. Clearly, as it is emerging, it was a well 
thought out and planned strategy of some political groups which has 
resulted in this mayhem. 

The UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi accompanied the Prime 
Minister and Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi to share the sorrow 
of those who have been victims of this man made tragedy. They visited 
all the groups who were affected by the communal violence and shared 
their sorrow.  The Congress President was visibly distressed to witness 
the plight of the affected people.  The Prime Minister assured that all 
would be done to assuage their sorrow.

We condemn unequivocally the acts of those politicians who for their 
partisan ends cause such human misery and hope that wisdom shall 
prevail in the future.   Regardless of party affiliations all those who 
are involved in perpetuating such acts should be given exemplary 
punishment.
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AhimsA messenger

OuR uPA GOvERnmEnT hAs mADE 
EffECTIvE LAws AnD POLICIEs TO 
PROTECT ThE RIGhTs Of wOmEn 
AnD hAs EmPOwERED ThEm: sOnIA 
GAnDhI

Speech of the UPA Chairperson at the Rajiv Gandhi Tarun Girls 
empowerment – Ahimsa Messengers Project, Women and Child 
Development Ministry Programme, Rohini – New Delhi on 31st 
August, 2013

The Ahimsa Messenger programme begins 
from today. I am extremely happy to be 

amongst you on this occasion.

By the enthusiasm of the women and youth 
who are here to attend this function the 
atmosphere is charged with renewed vigour. 
This zeal is natural since the ahimsa Messenger 
directly relates to the safety and empowerment 
of women.

The ahimsa Messenger programme is aimed 
at generating awareness about this basic legal 
rights of the women their economic and social 
development and on their respect and safety. 
By this programme training will be imparted 
to make them competent. The speciality of this 
programme is that even small children have 
been included in this programme.

Rajivji had deep and far sighted thinking 
that women are the soul of society. They 
keep the family and the society aligned with 
each other. That is why he wanted to give the 
women political empowerment. That is why he 
strived for one third reservation for women in 
Panchayati Raj institutions.

Following in the path shown by him our 
UPA government increased the reservation 
in Panchayats from are third to fifty percent 
for women.

Today, I am proud that our UPA Government 
has made effective laws and policies to protect 
the rights of women and has empowered 
them. For all these projects and programmes 
resources have been made available which are 
unparalled.

For example, “criminal law amendment 
ordinance’ has been made to fight against 
sexual abuse, which has provision of severe 
punishment. To stop sexual harassment at 

the work place and to give women equal 
rights like men in the ancestral property, 
the law has been made. Bill has also been 
introduced in Parliament to give reservation 
to women in Parliament and Vidhan Sabha. 
The honorarium to the Anganwadi workers 
has been doubled. In the recently passed Food 
Security Scheme, women have been given 
special status, in the PDS where grains are 
available at cheap rates by the guarantee of 
the law and alongwith the grains an economic 
help of Rs. Six thousand is given to pregnant 
women. Allotment of cheap ration shops will 
be given to women self-help groups. Through 
the National Rural Employment Mission 
women are being organized through the self-
help groups and to provide loans at cheap 
interest rates to their groups to make them 
self-reliant. Efforts are being made on a large 
footing to increase their income.

Through the ‘Sabla’ project young girls are 
being empowered through education, better 
nutrition, health and skill development. 
Through this the girls taking training will be 
given responsibility of ‘Ahimsa messenger’ 
and the Anganwadi workers will also be given 

important role as a ‘coach’.

We know that making laws and policies is not 
enough; but we also have to implement them 
at the grass-root levels. 

There is a need to change the mindset of the 
people in our society. In this modern society, 
we must be ready to ensure equal rights for 
women; it is our responsibility and a challenge.  
I would like to say, that it becomes the duty of 
all our sisters. A revolutionary step is needed 
which we have to start from our own homes 
and families. Children take inspiration from 
the education of their parents. Their social 
structure will be developed within the four 
walls of the home. Whatever rights are that of 
a brother in a family should also be available 
to a sister. Sister is no less than the brother. 
Like boys they too have the right to receive 
education, development and employment. Like 
boys they too have to develop courage, and 
self-confidence. I hope that this programme 
‘Ahimsa messenger’ will prove an effective step 
to bring about this change.

In the end, I want to congratulate and thank 
Smt. Krishna Tirath and all the officers of 



Congress sandesh | 5 | september 2013

AhimsA messenger

A Report 
mAkInG LAws Is nOT EnOuGh. wE musT 
ImPLEmEnT ThEm AT ThE GRAss ROOT
UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
Launched ‘Ahimsa Messenger’ Programme 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson, UPA launched  the ‘Ahimsa 
Messenger’ Programme of the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development on 31st August, 2013 at New Delhi. The event was 
presided over by Smt. Krishna Tirath, Minister, Women and Child 
Development in the presence of Shri V. Kishore Chandra Deo Minister, 
Panchayati Raj and Tribal Affairs and Shri J. P. Agarwal, Member 
of Parliament. Nearly 30,000 girls from Delhi NCR who have been 
benefitted by Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of Adolescent 
Girls or SABLA also be present at the event. 

 “This Ahimsa Messenger programme is aimed at generating awareness 
about basic legal rights of the women, their economic and social 
development and on their respect and safety” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi. 
The Congress President also said that just making laws would not 
prevent crimes.  “We know that making laws and policies is not enough; 
but we also have to implement them at the grass-root levels. There 
is a need to change the mindset of the people in our society. In this 
modern society, we must be ready to ensure equal rights for women; 
it is our responsibility and a challenge.  What we want now is a social 
revolution, to break all barriers which prevent equality for women” 
said Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

While expressing her concern over the growing crimes against women, 
Sonia Gandhi commented “When women are reaching new milestones 
with their commendable performance at different walks of life, there 
are also shameful incidents of child marriage, female foeticide, dowry-
related atrocities, domestic and sexual violence”. 

“Let us take a pledge today that we will, together, work hand-in-hand, 
to put an end to the atrocities and violence against women. Let us all 
work together to ensure empowerment, development and respect to 
all our sisters” she urged the huge gathering of girls and Anganwadi 
Workers present while concluding her address.

This initiative of the Ministry of Women and Child Development 
addresses violence against women in all forms through a mass 
movement by creating numerous Ahimsa Messengers in various parts 
of the country, till the grassroots level. Violence against women and girls 

has far-reaching consequences, harming families and communities. 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has conceptualized 
a programme for empowering women against violence named Ahimsa 
Messenger. The Ahimsa Messenger as a concept had been introduced 
by the Ministry of Women and Child development earlier. However, 
given the spate of violence against women and children in the current 
context a full-fledged programme is being started which has the 
following dimension: 

-A series of awareness building programmes across the nation on 
Gender issues. 

-A series of training and sensitization programmes for grass root level 
functionaries across the nation. 

-Developing and introducing a gender sensitive module/curriculum 
which is now being introduced in various training institutes across 
states. 

The ‘Ahimsa Messenger’ programme aims at preventing violence 
against women and children and generating awareness about basic 
legal rights, procedures and provisions amongst women and children 
at the grassroots. The programme involves both men and women 
including youths to address and eliminate all forms of violence against 
women and children at grassroots and facilitate social/community 
mobilization to fight social evils. Ahimsa Messengers would also serve 
as link workers in case of any violence and also facilitate the women to 
approach the concerned authorities in case of incidences of violence 
for suitable redressal and follow up on the case. During the launch 
programme Ahimsa Messenger Training Programme and the standard 
tool kit for training under this Programme were launched as well. 

The programme envisages generating awareness amongst the 
community and giving intensive training to the various cadres of grass 
root level workers under various programmes across the country, 
besides generating awareness amongst the community especially 
adolescent girls and boys about their civic responsibilities and duties. 
The Ahimsa messengers will facilitate an enabling environment for 
safety and security of women and children in the community. They will 
also create women and child friendly environment in villages through 
community participation, especially of local leaders, adolescent boys 
and men, opinion makers, village elders etc. 

This programme will be implemented through all Anganwadi Centres, 
all Panchayati Raj Institutions, Sabla Girls (in the age group of 16-18 
years) and Poorna Shakti Kendras (PSK) coordinators under the 
National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW) will be 
trained as Ahimsa Messengers. v

her ministry that they commenced this 
‘Ahimsa Messenger’ programme with such 
a big function. I am also grateful to all the 
youngsters associated with the ‘Sabla’ project 
and Anganwadi workers who have come from 
far away, who participated in this programme 
in large number and made it a success.

On this occasion we should all take a pledge 
that we will unitedly fight against crime 
against women and shall wipe out the 
incidents of crime against women and shall 
take all the steps by which the women feel 
free of fear, they get empowered, their pride 
develops and they feel honoured. Jai Hind. v
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CP’s rAjAsthAn Visit

First of all I would like to salute this land 
of brave and laborious people.

The Congress Party has made continued 
efforts so that the development of Bhilwara 
can be accelerated and the life of the people 
here becomes prosperous so that they make 
rapid progress and move ahead.

We all know that the Bhilwara district has 
an acute water problem. Looking at this 
problem, the first phase of the project to 
bring water from the Chambal River is being 
started today. By this project the farmers and 
you all will have the facility of water.

Not only this, the UPA government has 
decided to set-up a Mainline Electric 
Manufacturing Unit here, for which the 
foundation stone has been laid today. This 
will bring more progress to Bhilwara in the 
shape of a Industrial town. With this there 
would be development of this area and will 
provide employment to the youth.

Congress  is  the only party which is 
continuously working for the progress of all 
class of people and is particularly committed 
towards poor. We believe in time-bound 

development. We are following the path 
shown to us by our great leaders like Indiraji, 
Shastriji and Rajivji.

It is the pledge of the Congress Party that 
progress takes place and all get their right. 
I would like to explain some of the rights 
in detail:-

The Right to Information, Right to Education, 
giving 100 days of Right to Work through 
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA in rural areas 
and besides this the people in the country 
recently got the Right to Meals through the 
‘Food Security Bill’. By this around 80 crore 
people both in Urban and Rural areas will get 
grains at cheap price. I am proud, that despite 
all the obstacles of the Opposition, we got 
this historic Bill passed in Parliament, which 
will eliminate hunger and malnutrition form 
India.

Only recently, the Land Acquisition Bill has 
been passed in Parliament which is a good 
news for the famers. By this their land can 
only be acquired by their consent and after 
getting full compensation.

Speech of the Congress President at the foundation laying ceremony of the Chambal drinking water project and the 
Rail coach factory at Bhilwara, Rajasthan on 22nd September, 2013

ThE uPA GOvERnmEnT 

hAs DOnE muCh 

wORk AnD ThE bAsIC 

InfRAsTRuCTuRE hAs 

bEEn sTREnGThEnED 

In hEALTh, EDuCATIOn, 

ROADs, wATER AnD 

ELECTRICITy. ALL ThIs 

bECAusE ThE COnGREss 

PARTy hAs ALwAys 

bEEn COmmITTED 

TOwARDs sOCIAL 

jusTICE.

COnGREss Is ThE OnLy PARTy whICh Is COnTInuOusLy 
wORkInG fOR ThE PROGREss Of ALL CLAss Of PEOPLE AnD Is 
PARTICuLARLy COmmITTED TOwARDs POOR : sOnIA GAnDhI
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CP’s rAjAsthAn Visit

My sisters in the country are always ahead 
in every struggle by keeping abreast with 
the society. Only our party understands 
their contribution and their importance, 
therefore many projects have been started 
to empower them, many legal rights have 
also been provided. For example, they 
have been given fifty percent reservation in 
Panchayati-Raj institutions, the honorarium 
of the Aanganwadi workers has been 
doubled, loans at low interest rate is given 
to self-help groups. A law has been formed 
to protect them from domestic violence and 
sexual harassment.

Our government has given special attention 
to our Dalits, Adivasi brothers, by which 
they march ahead in unison with the society. 
Through the Forest Land Bill, they have 
the right on their land and the produce. 
Their children are given scholarships for 
education, besides residential Kasturba 
Gandhi Girls School, technical institutes 
for higher studies is being established for 
girl students. 

The 15-Point Programme of the Prime 
Minister is being upgraded for the welfare 
of the minorities. The minorities who are in 
majority in ninety districts of the country, 
there the basic facilities and special package 
has been given. Lakhs of students have been 
given Scholarships, particular attention has 
been given to girls.

Besides this, under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh the UPA 
government has done much work and the 
basic infrastructure has been strengthened 
in health, education, roads, water and 
electricity. All this because the Congress 
Party has always been committed towards 
social justice.

Our state government in Rajasthan has 
done all-round development for the people 
and has struggled hard to give them their 
rights. This state of yours is the first in 

OuR wORk Is TO sERvE ThE PEOPLE AnD 
wE ARE DOInG ThAT: sOnIA GAnDhI
Speech of the UPA Chairperson at the foundation stone ceremony of HPCL 
refinery at Barmer, Rajasthan on 22nd September, 2013

I am happy to be amongst you on this auspicious 
occasion today.

Today, I have got this opportunity to lay the 
foundation stone of this refinery and Petro-
Chemical Complex which will give employment 
to around 25 thousand people and which is being 
built at a cost of 37 thousand crore. This refinery 
will the be first in India that will refine crude 
oil. This is a revolutionary step in the way of 
development and prosperity. This also is a proof 
of the willingness of our Central and Rajasthan 
governments towards development. With the 
setting-up of this refinery industries with Petro-
chemical, Petro Engineering and other related 
industries will come up, which will not only help 
your area but will benefit whole of Rajasthan 
which will bring more progress in your lives.

Under the leadership of our Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh our UPA government has 
taken all the historic and revolutionary step on 
its journey of development. We have paid more 
attention towards backward regions and its 
people. For this many important laws have been 
made and new projects started. For example, 
guarantee of 100 days of employment in rural 
areas under the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA. Right 
to Information to fight corruption and anyone 
can have information of any government work 
in a lawful manner. Mid-day meals to children in 
Primary schools and Right to free Education to 
students between the age of six and 14 years. To 
make my sisters empowered and self-dependent, 
many lawful rights and projects have been started. 
The provision of loans to self help groups at low 
interest rates are a few examples.

We all know that in our country many people 

are affected by malnutrition and hunger, 
therefore, recently the ‘Food Security Bill’ 
has been passed. By this more than 80 crore 
people both in urban and rural areas will 
get grains at cheap rates. We all know that 
there is a scope for corruption in the PDS. 
To overcome this important changes have 
been made in the laws governing PDS system 
and has been linked to Aadhar card, so that 
only the needy get this facility. I had said in 
Parliament that some people ask questions 
about this Bill, whether we have resources 
for this? I would like to tell them, that it is 
not a matter of resources, we will have to 
create resources for this. Some people also 
question whether this Bill is in favour of the 
farmers? Farmers provide us foodgrains, it is 
by their hard labour that the whole country 
gets foodgrains, we have never ignored them 
or will ever do. We have kept their demands 
on top priority and will always keep it on top. 
In the final stage of the Parliament session 
we had got the ‘Land Acquisition Bill passed 
to keep the rights of farmers secured. Now, 
no one can forcefully grab their land, and if 
there arises a need then it shall be acquired 
only after his consent and after paying all the 
compensation. If you remember we had made 
the ‘Forest land Bill’ which gave benefit to the 
Adivasis families living in the forests.

Our whole efforts have been to empower the 
weaker sections of the society like backward, 
dalits, Adivasis, minorities and women. We 
have always kept in mind that development 
takes place, inclusive development and benefit 
of this reaches the needy people. This all is 
possible only when there is mutual harmony, 
brotherhood and an environment of peace, 

... continued on page 9
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Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Hon`ble Chairperson, United Progressive Alliance laid the 
foundation stone of Mainline Electrical Multiple Unit (MEMU) Coach Factory near 

Rupaheli Station, Bhilwara District, Rajasthan on 22nd September, 2013. 

MEMU Coach Factory has been approved in the Rail Budget 2013-14 at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 800 crore. This factory is a joint effort of Indian Railways, Government of Rajasthan 
and BHEL. MOU between Ministry of Railways and BHEL was signed for setting up for 
this factory.  

Once operational, this factory will meet the demand of MEMU Coaches on Indian Railways 
to a large extent. Besides, it will generate direct and indirect employment & give thrust 
to area development. With establishment of the factory Bhilwara will now have a new 
identity that of MEMU Coach Factory, besides being a textile city.   Presently the only 
source manufacturing of the MEMU coaches is Rail Coach Factory (RCF), Kapurthala 
of Indian Railways, which has been manufacturing about 112 coaches per year. The new 
factory in Bhilwara will further facilitate the supply of additional MEMU coaches required 
by Indian Railways. 

MEMU trains are very popular in non suburban sections. These trains are usually used by 
local commuters to commute from nearby rural areas and small towns to bigger cities for 
work. They have higher carrying capacity. MEMU trains ensure a better and economical 
mode of transport for people to commute daily for the livelihood. These trains are more 
powerful and have faster acceleration and deceleration as compared to conventional trains. 
This results in less running time resulting in saving of 30 percent in energy consumption. 
These trains are equipped with toilet and are vestibuled for greater passenger comfort.   

While Addressing the gathering at site, Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that 
UPA government empowered people with Right to Information, Right to Education, 
MGNREGA, and recently gave food security to people and also introduced new land 
acquisition act in the interest of farmers..

“BJP, on the other hand, misleads people and points fingers at the works of Congress 
Governments. Why did they not do such work...who has stopped them from taking such 
decisions and empowering people?”, she asked.

“They are just concerned about power and hatch conspiracies before elections. You all 
need to remain alert from them because they mislead people,” the UPA chairperson said 
at a public meeting in Rupaheli, a remote area of Bhilwara district.

After unveiling plaques for foundation stone of a Mainline Electric Multiple Unit (MEMU) 
coach factory and drinking water project, Smt. Gandhi heaped praise on Manmohan Singh 
government, saying it has started a new era of empowering people. 

Railway Minister Shri Mallikarjun Kharge said that MEMU coach factory, to be set up by 
Rail Ministry, BHEL and Rajasthan Government, would benefit local area and accelerate 
growth. Shri Mallikarjun Kharge expressed special gratitude and thanked Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi, for having graced this occasion.

Shri Kharge also appreciated the efforts of Shri Ashok Gehlot, Hon’ble Chief Minister, 

prosperity only comes in the society when all 
class of people move ahead in unison. This is 
our secular culture and this is our foundation. 
For us, the meaning of secularism is giving 
respect to all religions which means ‘unity in 
diversity’. We have always strengthened this 
foundation.

Our work it to serve the people and we are 
doing that. I want to appreciate various 
development works and the social security 
efforts being made by Chief Minister Shri 
Ashok Gehlot’s government. Our government 
is paying special attention to facilities like 
food, housing, health, education, water, road 
and power house. Rajasthan is the first such 
state in India where people are provided free 
health check-up and medicines and similarly 
various public interest policies have been 
implemented, the benefit of which is reaching 
the people and I hope that with your support 
this process of development always continues.

Today, while laying the foundation stone for 
the Refinery and Petro-Chemical Complex in 
Barmer, I can say that Rajasthan will receive 
lot of revenue which the government can use 
for the people in general and the poor.

In the end, I  want to congratulate Petroleum 
Minister Shri Veerappa Moily, Chief Minister 
Shri Ashok Gehlot, his ministry officials and 
workers for this refinery with whose efforts 
and labour this work in being done. I believe 
that in the coming days this area of yours and 
the state will make more progress on the path 
of development, which will bring more change 
and prosperity in their lives.

For this we are fully committed. Than you, 
Jai Hind. v

A REPORT On COnGREss PREsIDEnT’s vIsIT TO RAjAsThAn 

bhILwARA & bARmER  
GET nEw IDEnTITIEs
Smt. Sonia Gandhi Lays Foundation Stones for the MEMU Factory & 
Refinary-cum Petrochemical Complex

OuR whOLE EffORTs 
hAvE bEEn TO 
EmPOwER ThE 
wEAkER sECTIOns 
Of ThE sOCIETy LIkE 
bACkwARD, DALITs, 
ADIvAsIs, mInORITIEs 
AnD wOmEn.

CP’s Visit
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Rajasthan Government,  in sett ing of 
MEMU coach factory in Bhilwara district, 
Rajasthan. 

Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, Hon`ble Minister 
for Railways, Government of India, Shri 
Ashok Gehlot, Hon`ble Chief Minister, 
Government of Rajasthan, Dr. C. P. Joshi, 
former Railway Minister and Hon`ble 
Member of Parliament, Loksabha (Bhilwara) 
were present. 

Foundation stone laid for Barmer 
refinery-Cum- Petrochemical Complex

Barmer: Speaking at the stone laying 
ceremony of a Rs. 37,230-crore refinery 
and petrochemical complex at Pachpadara 
in Barmer district, the Congress President 
stressed that communal peace and harmony 
has to be maintained for the country’s 
overall development.

She said the countr y’s  secular ethos 
requires that all communities move forward 
shoulder-to-shoulder on the path of 
development. “When your own government 
ensures an environment of peace and 
harmony, there is development in every 
direction, then only there is prosperity. 
Every section of society should move 
forward together... shoulder-to-shoulder. 
This is India’s secular culture.. . .  and 
foundation of governance,” Smt. Gandhi 
said.

Rajasthan would be the first state in the 
country to use its own crude oil being 
explored in Barmer for its oil refinery which 
would provide 25000 jobs, she said, adding 
it was a major step for new industries in 
the state.

While speaking on UPA’s performance, 
UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said the central government has brought a 
“revolution” for every section including the 
poor and the backwards.

Under MNREGA, the UPA government 
ensured job for 100 days to every person 
in villages and brought many new Acts 
including RTI to curb corruption and Right 
to Education for children. For women 
empowerment there are self-help groups 
and to deal with hunger, the government 
brought in the Food Security Act under 
which 80 crore people will get foodgrains at 
cheaper rates, she said in her speech.

Corruption in public distribution system 
would be curbed through the Food Security 
Act, she said, adding even “Aadhar card” 
was linked with it.

“I told Parliament that the government 
would generate resources for farmers as we 
always think of their interest and we do not 
neglect them,” she said, adding, “it is our 
endeavour that the poor, tribals, farmers, 
women and other vulnerable sections are 
empowered”.

Smt. Gandhi also appreciated Ashok Gehlot 
government for introducing free medical 
and diagnostic scheme, pension scheme for 
elders and women among others.

“We believe in inclusive growth and this 
is the way shown by our leaders. UPA 
government under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh took several 
initiatives for strengthening women, dalits, 
students, farmers and others,” she said.

Wooing women voters, she said, “it is the 
Congress party which values contribution 
of women in growth and development 
so various decisions have been taken for 
their benefit. Women were given 50 per 
cent reservation in Panchayti Raj, laws 
were made to protect them from domestic 
violence.”

Speaking on the occasion, Union Minister 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Shri M 
Veerappa Moily said the new refinery would 
greatly increase India’s capacity and at this 
rate the country would be self-sufficient in 
energy by the year 2030. Also Barmer will 
contribute 22 per cent of oil production of 
the country. 

Chambal-Bhilwara drinking water project, 
to be implemented with estimated cost of Rs. 
2223.67 crore, will benefit approximately 25 
lakh people of 1688 villages in 9 cities and 
towns namely Bhilwara, Asind, Mandal, 
Gulabpura, Gangapur, Shahpura, Jahazpur, 
Mandalgarh and Bijoliya of the district.

C h i e f  Mi n i s te r  Sh r i  Ashok  G eh l ot 
h i g h l i g ht e d  f l a g s h i p  s c h e m e s  a n d 
prog rammes  of  t he  UPA and  s t ate 
government and said that a lot of work 
has been done by the government in 
all the sectors including infrastructure 
development and social security.

the country, where looking at the health 
of the people, provision has been made to 
give free check-up and medicines. Elders 
and women are given pension, maternal 
security programme, free medicines also 
to domesticated animals are just a few 
examples, which is a proof of public-interest 
commitment of our Congress government 
in Rajasthan under the leadership of Shri 
Ashok Gehlot.

After all this, our opposition party like BJP 
are spreading roumours among the people 
and want to misguide them. They are raising 
fingers on the work of our governments.

I want to say, why didn’t they do such type 
of work? Why they did not give you your 
right? Who had stopped them from doing 
so? They are only interested in themselves 
and their own. They can only see the seat of 
power, therefore they indulge in every kind 
of conspiracy during election time. You have 
to be careful from this. 

Before coming here,  I  have laid the 
foundation stone in Barmer for a Refinery 
and a Petro-Chemical Complex. Here 
foundation has been laid for drinking water 
project and a coach factory. This all in a 
sense are a part of our development policy. 
At this moment, I can only say that by all this 
a revolutionary development will emerge 
in Rajasthan. The people of the state will 
experience more progress, their lives will 
because more prosperous, the country and 
the state will become more stronger. I assure 
you that we will continue to walk ahead on 
this path. For this we need your cooperation 
and support, I hope that we will surely get 
it. Thank you. Jai Hind. v

COnGREss Is ThE OnLy PARTy 
whICh Is COnTInuOusLy 
wORkInG fOR ThE PROGREss 
Of ALL CLAss Of PEOPLE AnD 
Is PARTICuLARLy COmmITTED 
TOwARDs POOR : sOnIA GAnDhI

... continued from page 7

Addressing the rally, PCC President Shri 
Chandrabhan expressed confidence that 
the party would retain power in upcoming 
assembly elections in the state. MP and 
former minister Dr CP Joshi and other 
leaders were present in the function. v

CP’s Visit
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ViCe President

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 10th September, 
2013 gave away the certificates conferring freehold rights to 

residents of 45 resettlement colonies in Delhi, which were developed 
almost 50 years ago. Around seven lakh families will be benefited by 
the government decision.

While praising the Sheila Dikshit government in Delhi, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said “Nation knows about Delhi’s infrastructure, this has been 
done by Congress, without Congress, this wouldn’t have happened.” 
“But this ongoing development will not be complete, till its benefits 
reach the people. Unless there is improvement in the living standards 
of the poor people, we cannot claim that the development is complete 
and that is what, we, the Congress Government has been trying to do,” 
added the AICC Vice President.

“Whole country knows Congress government has built many flyovers, 
better roads and also the metro system in Delhi.  People in the villages 
aspire to one day work and live in Delhi, we want to fulfil those dreams,” 
said Shri Rahul Gandhi amid thunderous applause from the audience.

“If these flyovers are made, who has made them? If these roads are built, 
who has constructed them? Those living in the jhuggi jhopdi colonies 
and resettlement colonies have done it, they have invested their blood 
and sweat in this”, said Shri Rahul Gandhi while striking an emotional 
chord with the gathering and the crowd greeted his statement with 
loud applauds.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also said that when foreigners visit us they are 
amazed by the schemes implemented by the Congress Government. 
“They’re surprised to see right to employment & food,” said the 
Congress Vice President.  Shri Rahul Gandhi then focussed the people 
to whom he awarded the ownership rights and said “We understand 
your contribution in developing Delhi and we value your efforts. I want 
to assure you that, whatever may happen, we will never ever forget you”.

The resettlement colonies are situated in different parts of the city 
including Sriniwaspuri, Wazirpur, Satya Niketan, Janakpuri, Pankha 
Road and Madangir.  Union Urban Development Ministry had given its 
approval for granting freehold rights to the residents of the resettlement 
colonies. These colonies were developed in 1970s and people putting up 

RAhuL GAnDhI TALks 
AbOuT RIGhTs Of 
ThE PEOPLE; hAnDs 
OvER fREEhOLD 
RIGhTs TO REsIDEnTs 
Of REsETTLEmEnT 
COLOnIEs In DELhI

there have been finding it difficult to effect transfer of title as free hold 
rights were not offered yet. There are 45 resettlement colonies in the 
city, which are home to lakhs of people. Last year Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi had issued provisional certificates of regularisation to 
unauthorised colonies.

Providing food to poor is not wastage of money: rahul gandhi 

AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi attacked the opposition for 
criticising the food security law, saying money spent on giving food 
to the poor cannot be called a “waste”.

Addressing his first public meeting ahead of the coming assembly 
polls, the Congress Vice President hailed the rights-based entitlements 
approach of the UPA government and claimed that for the first time in 
thousands of years, no one will go hungry in the country.

“When the need to provide food security to the poor was discussed 
in Parliament, the Opposition spoke against it and said money will 
be wasted. If this is waste of money, then we will keep wasting it. Is 
providing someone with food a waste of money? If money is spent on 
it, then so be it. For the first time in thousands of years, no one in this 
country will go hungry,” he said adding, “We want the poor people of 
the country to stand on their feet.”

“We are giving rights to people. Rights means guarantee of 
development,” Gandhi said. Gandhi also listed the number of rights 
that the Congress-led UPA government has provided the people.

In his address, Shri Rahul Gandhi said UPA government has ensured 
inclusive growth by changing the development paradigm through 
a number of historic legislation like Food Security Bill, Right to 
Information Act and Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act.

“We have brought a number of legislation in the last 10 years which 
have changed the development paradigm,” he said. Noting various 
initiatives of UPA government, particularly to ensure welfare of the 
poor people, Rahulji said India was going through a “transition” and 
had the potential to occupy the “first position” among all the countries 
soon. v
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sOnIA jI, PRImE mInIsTER AnD RAhuL GAnDhI vIsIT 
vICTIms Of ALL COmmunITIEs Of RIOTs
neW deLhi: Congress leaders Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
and Shri Rahul Gandhi on 16th September, 2103 visited victims of the recent communal 
conflagration, with Union Minister of State for Home Shri R.P.N Singh. The three leaders 
met people of all communities during their visit to the affected area.

On their tour of riot-affected villages, they had gone to Jat-dominated villages of Bawali and 
Khanjpura and talked to people there. They also met family members of journalist Rajesh 
Verma who was killed during the communal clashes.

Attacking the state government, the MoS Home said on 16th September, 2013  had directly 
blamed the chief minister for such a situation and said Akhilesh Yadav did not act on Centre’s 
warning about possible communal violence.

“The Central government had warned the UP government well in advance about the 
communal tension. The Union Home Minister Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde spoke to the Chief 
Minister. The state government did not listen to the warning. They even did not stop the 
(Jat) mahapanchayat despite warning,” Shri R.P. N. Singh said while emphasizing that law 
and order was the responsibility of states.

He alleged that some political parties were trying to take advantage of the situation and some 
of them had tried to whip up communal tension. v

ChIEf mInIsTER sEEks 
RAhuL’s hELP In mAkInG 
DELhI bETTER

The Delhi Chief Minister, Smt. Dikshit, while 
speaking at a function organised to confer 
freehold rights on residents of 45 resettlement 
colonies, added that multiplicity of authorities 
in Delhi was an obstacle in getting projects 
cleared.

Smt. Dikshit was speaking at a function 
to give the certificate of ownership to the 
residents of 45 resettlement colonies, which 
were either developed by the DDA or the 
Central government between 1960 and 1980 
to accommodate families dislocated due to 
removal or demolition of slum clusters.

The Central government had given its approval 
to grant ownership against the payment of a 
nominal amount in July this year.

Addressing the gathering, Delhi Urban 
Development Minister Shri Arvinder Singh 
said it was the then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi who had promised ownership rights 
to people living in resettlement colonies in a 
political rally in 1977. v
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AdiVAsi-KisAn  rALLy

RAhuL GAnDhI TAkEs On ThE 
OPPOsITIOn whILE bEGInnInG 

COnGREss CAmPAIGn In 
RAjAsThAn 

‘Eat full roti, work 
100 days and vote 

for Congress,’ Rahul 
Gandhi at Salumbar rally 

Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi started 

the elect ion campaign 
of  C ongress  par ty  in 
Rajasthan by addressing a 

mammoth adivasi-kisan rally, 
in tribal-dominated Salumbar 
assembly constituency of 
Udaipur on 11th September, 
2013.

Addressing the huge 
gathering at the rally, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said 
“We believe that the 
country’s progress is 
possible only if we 
ensure the welfare 
and upliftment of 
the poor, the dalits; 
only if the people 
who bui ld these 
bridges and roads, 
are  emp owere d. 
What we believe is 
that country cannot 
develop just  by 
bui lding  roads , 

railway lines, airports and other 
things. Country w i l l  n o t  m o v e 
forward until the people who put in 
their hard work for building this 
infrastructure get sufficient food and 
adequate medical facilities. This is 
t he  d i f ference b e t w e e n  t h e 
Congress and other opposition parties” 
a n d  t h e  c r o w d acknowledged it 
with huge cheers.

The Congress Vice President used the occasion 
to slam the opposition for their frequent 

attacks on the Congress. “Let the opposition 
abuse us, attack us. They are free to do so. No 
matter how much you (the opposition) criticise 
us, we won’t accept it because we are Congress 
soldiers, we work for the country. We are 
fighting for our nation” he said. “Our dream 
is the dream of our country. We are fighting 
for the poor people in the country.  I want to 
crush my dreams and to make your dreams 
mine” added Shri Rahul Gandhi amidst loud 
applauds. 

The young Congress leader lauded UPA 
Government’s welfare initiatives. He also 
praised the flagship Food Security Bill and 
said, “We have passed the bill granting the 
right to food –food security bill...  We have now 
guaranteed right to food to every citizen in 
our country.  This is not a small achievement. 
It is for the first time in our history that such 
a law is passed to make our country hunger-
free”.  “But the opposition tried all their best to 
block it. They stalled the parliament, adopted 
various tactics. But committed Sonia Ji and 
Manmohan Ji put in their best efforts and got 
the Bill passed”, asserted Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Underlining the secular principle of the 
Congress, party vice-president said, “India is 
a bouquet with different flowers. We want all 
the flowers to shine be it Hindu, Sikh, Muslim 
or Adivasi”. He emphasized that the Land 
Acquisition Bill was introduced so that the 
governments cannot forcibly take away land 
from Dalits and tribals. “What was the case 
with the tribals at Niyamgiri in Orissa? “In 
Niyamgiri, tribals used to worship the hills but 
a big businessman grabbed their land. This was 
wrong. Therefore, the UPA government has 
brought in a revamped land acquisition Act to 
ensure that the poor are consulted before their 
land is bought,” Shri Gandhi said.  We brought 
this bill to ensure the rights of the poor and 
adivasis in their lands”.

continued on page 14
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ViCe President’s Visit

COnGREss COmmITTED TO mAkE ThE DREAms 
Of ThE POOR COmE TRuE: RAhuL GAnDhI

Baran : Congress vice-resident Shri Rahul 
Gandhi addressed yet another massive 
Congress rally in poll bound Rajasthan on 
17th September, 2013.  Accusing Opposition 
parties of a bias towards the rich, Congress 
vice-president Shri Rahul Gandhi said his 
mission in politics was to make the poor 
dream big and laws on food security and 
rural employment were measures towards 
realisation of their goals. Addressing a rally 
here after presiding over functions aimed at 
improving irrigation and power supply in 
poll-bound Rajasthan, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
sought to identify his party with the poor, 
the youth and the aspiring classes.  Shri Rahul 
Gandhi slammed opposition for blocking 
several pro-poor initiatives of the Congress-
led UPA Government at the Centre.

Speaking at Krishi Upaj Mandi ground in 

‘OPPOsITIOn OnLy 
wORRIED AbOuT RICh’
They (Opposition) say well-placed people 
should walk on these roads, should board 
planes and the common man goes hungry 
and keeps looking at swanky cars. We say 
the biggest dream should be seen by the 
poor. Whether it is a poor labourer, he 
should be able to say that my son will fly 
an aeroplane.

The rich-poor divide

 Slamming the Opposition, he said it 
agrees with the Congress on the need 
to build infrastructure, including roads, 
bridges, railway lines and power plants, 
but not on the concern for the poor who 
build them.

 He said the main reason behind poverty 
is not unemployment, but frequent health 
problems and diseases and praised the 
Rajasthan government’s free medicine 
scheme for the poor

Baran he said “We want that the poorest of 
the poor are able to see the biggest dream. 
We want women should be able to see biggest 
dreams. Otherwise, there is no interest in 
politics for us. That is why I am standing 
here,” Shri Gandhi said to applause from the 
audience. This was his second rally in the state 
in seven days.

Shri Rahul Gandhi reached out to aam 
aadmi during the huge public rally saying 
that the Congress has come out with the 
Food Security Bill and Land Acquisition 
Bill to empower the weaker sections of the 
society. “Before the Land Acquisition Bill, 
any government was free to grab anyone’s 
land citing any reason.  The main sufferers 
for such acts were the poor who shed their 
blood and sweat for the country. No one 
asked for their consent before grabbing their 

lands. We have now changed this altogether. 
We brought the Land Acquisition law to stop 
such atrocities towards the poor farmers so 
that their children can dream big. We brought 
this law to empower the farmers, to honour 
their hard work” said the Congress leaders 
amidst loud applauds.

“People will not be benefitted with big 
speeches. I am not here to deliver long lecture. 
We are more interested to fulfil our promises. 
We promised right to job, Food Security, 
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rAjAsthAn rALLy

continued from page 12

RAhuL GAnDhI TAkEs On ThE 
OPPOsITIOn whILE sTARTInG 

COnGREss CAmPAIGn In 
RAjAsThAn 

irrigation facilities and improved power 
situation here and we fulfilled it. This 
is the difference between us and the 
opposition” said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

He said the Opposition agrees with 
the Congress on the need to build 
infrastructure, including roads, bridges, 
railway lines and power plants, but not 
on the concern for the poor

“They (Opposition) say well-placed 
people should walk on these roads, should 
board planes and the common man goes 
hungry and keeps looking at swanky 
cars. We say the biggest dream should 
be seen by the poor. Whether it is a poor 
labourer, he should be able to say that my 
son will fly an aeroplane,” he said.  Our 
policy is based on your dreams.  That is 
why we implemented Right to job policy 
– MNREGA to ensure jobs to the poor in 
the villages” said Shri Rahul Gandhi and 
the huge crowd greeted it with cheers. 

In his speech, he repeatedly referred to 
welfare legislations passed by the UPA 
government, including on food security, 
rural employment guarantee and land 
acquisition, and accused the Opposition 
of creating hurdles in their passage.

While praising the Congress government 
in the state, the young Congress Vice 

President said “The biggest problem 
for the poor is falling sick often. They 
are forced to spend all their hard-
earned income in medicines. But here 
in Rajasthan, the poor people and poor 
labourers get free medicines and this is 
a great service by the Gehlot Govt” and 
added “I am sure that this scheme will 
be implemented gradually across the 
country in the coming days”.

He contended the reason behind poverty 
is not unemployment, but frequent 
health problems and diseases. Noting 
the Congress government in Rajasthan 
was giving free medicines to the poor, he 
said the scheme will be implemented in 
the whole country.

“Ask the labourers how much they spend 
on the treatment of diseases. Not only 
here, (this scheme) will be implemented 
in the whole country,” Shri Rahul said.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Shri Ashok 
Gehlot, AICC General Secretary Shri CP 
Joshi, Union Ministers Shri Sachin Pilot 
and Shri Namo Narain Meena were also 
present at the rally. Earlier Shri Rahul 
Gandhi also inaugurated Kalisindh power 
project and Chaabra Thermal power 
station. He also laid the foundation stone 
for 2x660 MW Chaabra Supercritical 
Thermal units in the state. v

Shri Gandhi connect with his huge audience by 
intermittently interacting with them, eliciting 
a cheerful response every time. “Our vision for 
this country wants everyone to shine — the poor, 
adivasis, dalits, men, women…everyone — while the 
Opposition wants to forget all these people, all these 
differences,” he said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s meeting was attended by over 3.5 
lakh people.

Aadhi roti, khayenge, Congress ko layenge purana nara 
hai (We will eat half-a-roti and vote for the Congress 
is an outdated slogan),” Shri Gandhi said, evoking the 
party’s austerity slogan. Aaj ka naya nara hai: poori roti 
khayenge, sau din kaam karenge, muft dawai lenge aur 
Congress ko layenge  [We will work 100 days, on a full 
stomach, get free medicines and vote for the Congress], 
he said, referring to Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s 
flagship free medicine and diagnosis scheme.

Earlier, AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi was 
welcomed with a colourful bow and a traditional 
Mewari turban as tribal artistes danced to spunky 
drumbeats.

“I was talking to some labourers in Uttar Pradesh a 
few days ago, and I asked them to tell me something 
about their lives. They said they worked hard, fell sick 
and had to spend their income on medicines. But 
in Rajasthan, Ashok Gehlotji has launched the free 
medicine scheme to address this issue. At the Centre, 
we have launched such schemes as Right to Food and 
Right to Work,” he said. 

 “You have your soldier sitting in Delhi. You fight 
for your rights here and I am there in Delhi to raise 
your voice in Lok Sabha and I assure that you will get 
your rights.. The next government will be of the poor, 
by the poor and for the poor... a government which 
ensures your rights… and that is of the Congress party” 
concluded Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Union Ministers Dr. Girija Vyas and Shri Sachin Pilot, 
AICC General Secretary-Incharge Shri Gurdas Kamat, 
General Secretary Shri C.P. Joshi, Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot and Rajasthan Pradesh 
Congress Committee President Shri Chandrabhan 
were present on the stage with Shri Rahul Gandhi. v
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CP’s mizorAm Visit

The Congress President and UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
on 20th September, 2013  addressed a public meeting at Aizawl, the 

capital of Mizoram, after laying the foundation stone of a new Sainik 
School at Chhingchhip village in Mizoram’s Central Serchhip District, 
besides making public announcement for the implementation of the 
Food Security Bill in the State. Smt. Sonia Gandhi also launched the 
fourth phase of New Land Use Policy (NLUP), flagship programme of 
the ruling Congress in the state.

While addressing a public rally attended by officials and party workers, 
Smt. Sonia praised the Congress government in the state led by Chief 
Minister Shri Lal Thanhawla “for running a transparent, responsive 
and progressive administration during the past five years’’.

Saying that “I am delighted to be back in this beautiful state, a state 
that is the pride of our country, the state that enriches our glorious 
diversities, the state of hardworking and talented people”.

 Launching the state government’s Food Security programme the UPA 
Chairperson said “We all know that in spite of the progress made in our 
country we still have people who are malnourished and grow hungry 
and that is why we have passed the Food Security Bill in the Lok Sabha 
that will provide rice and other groceries at a very low price to the most 
needed people of our country. And it is my pleasure to also launch the 
Food Security programme here in Mizoram, where a huge number of 
people by which good number people from both rural and urban area 
will be the beneficiaries”.

While announcing the launch of the fourth phase of NLUP programme, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi said “The National Land Use Programme, or NLUP 
as it is popularly known, was also a commitment in our manifesto and 
I believe that this too has been fulfilled in a very substantial measure. 
NLUP has generated new prosperity in rural areas and already over 
one lakh families have benefitted from it”.  She announced that the 210 
MW Tuivai Hydel Project has been approved by the Government of 
India under the Viability Gap Funding Scheme.

“In the past few years, our UPA government has made special efforts 
to build a close relationship with countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar 
and Thailand because we believe that this will be a great advantage 
for Mizoram.  The Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport Project is 
approaching its completion and this project will improve connectivity 
to the entire North-Eastern region through Mizoram,” informed the 
Congress President.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi continued, “Congress party is seeking a new 
mandate. We are seeking this renewed mandate on the basis of our 
performance over the decades but particularly over the past five years”. 
The Congress leader concluded her speech by assuring all support to 
the people of Mizoram.

“On behalf of the Congress party, that has always had a special 
relationship with Mizoram, and on my own behalf because I always 
have a special place in my heart for the people of Mizoram, I seek 
your support for another term and I can tell you that your concerns 
will be our priorities; your voices will be our guide” said Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi concluding her address. Mizoram is likely to go for Assembly 
elections end of 2013.

Presiding over the function, the Chief Minister of Mizoram, Shri 
Lal Thanhawla expressed the Government’s commitment in creating 
a transparent government with committed bureaucracy, stressing 
that creating livelihood security though the revamped New Land 
Use Programme, public health and education are important areas 
of development during the last four years. All targeted 1.2 lakh 
beneficiaries of the NLUP have been covered under the programme, to 
which additional 15,000 families would be added with the 4th phase. 
The 60 MW Tuirial Hydro Electric Project is processing well and will 
be ready for commissioning in 2014. The Tuivai Hydel Project is also 
expected to ensure not only self-sufficiency in power but also yield 
surplus in a few years’ time. The Chief Minister also commented on the 
Look East Policy, saying that since the whole north-east of India and 
South Asian Economies are similar in nature, such a strategic policy 
would be mutually acceptable and beneficial to one another. He also 
expresses the need of financing for setting up of medical college and 
agricultural college.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi was accompanied by Punjab MP Smt. Ambika Soni, 
and General Secretary of AICC, Shri Luizinho Faleiro. The Finance 
Minister of Mizoram, Mr. Liansailova closed the function with a vote 
of thanks. v

yOuR COnCERn wILL bE 
OuR PRIORITIEs; yOuR 
vOICEs wILL bE OuR GuIDE 
: smT. sOnIA GAnDhI
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Following is the text of Prime Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh’s address at the St. Petersburg 
G-20 Summit on 5th September, 2013:
”It is a pleasure to be here in this beautiful and 
historic city. I join other speakers in thanking 
President Putin for the excellent arrangements 
made and the warm welcome we have received.
We have a long agenda but I will restrict myself to 
commenting only on some major issues.
The world economy is not in good shape. There 
is some good news of a strengthening of growth 
in some industrialised countries, but it is not 
broad based. The prospects for the Eurozone 
as a whole remain uncertain. Unemployment 
in all industrialised countries is too high, with 
no early prospect of relief. Growth in emerging 
markets, which was strong until recently, and 
was a major force for global recovery, has slowed 
down significantly. 
The G 20 is the premier international forum 
for discussing international economic issues. I 
think we need to reflect on why we are having 
less success in restoring global growth than we 
had hoped. 
Fiscal consolidation was necessary but the initial 
targets were perhaps too ambitious. Combined 
with private sector de-leveraging, this produced 
a deficiency of demand which led to slow growth 
and high unemployment. The possibility of 
these negative effects was known, but they were 
supposed to be offset by strong structural reforms 
in industrialised countries that would enhance 
productivity and therefore private investment. 
This did not happen, or at least not as widely, or 
at the pace that was expected. 
Faced with persistent demand deficiency, 
industrialised countries relied heavily on 
unconventional monetary expansion on an 

InDIA fIRmLy bELIEvEs ThAT sTREnGThEnInG ThE wTO 
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unprecedented scale. This did not emerge 
from the agreed policy coordination process. It 
emerged from internal decision making processes 
in the individual countries, reacting to their 
respective economic outcomes. 
The policy of unconventional monetary expansion 
in advanced countries had some success but it also 
had spillover effects. When policy was being 
loosened, there was a surge in capital flows to 
emerging markets, which helped some countries 
finance their current account deficits while 
generating upward pressure on the currencies of 
other countries. With markets now anticipating a 
reversal, we are seeing a large outward flow from 
emerging markets. Since most emerging markets 
now operate with flexible exchange rates, they 
have experienced varying degrees of currency 
depreciation, posing problems in many cases. 
The conventional view that capital volatility 
should not be a source of concern as long 
as exchange rates were flexible is now being 
questioned. Sudden increases in cross border 
flows not only affect the exchange rate, they also 
affect credit volumes and asset prices. Such flows 
led to excess leverage in the industrial countries 
before the global financial crisis. They are leading 
to stock market and exchange rate volatility in 
emerging markets today. 
These problems suggest that the G20 policy co-
ordination process needs to pay more attention 
to monetary policy than it has. I recognise this 
poses special challenges. Central Banks typically 
guard their independence, and some also have 
narrow legal mandates focussed on domestic 
objectives. The impact of monetary policy on 
capital flows is also difficult to predict since it 
depends on how markets react, which cannot 
always be anticipated. However, if we accept the 
need for coordination of fiscal policy among 

the systemically important countries, there is 
an equally compelling case to cover monetary 
policy in the reserve country currencies. There 
is certainly room for more extensive consultation 
and more effective communication on this issue. 
Our Finance Ministers should find ways of 
strengthening the Mutual Assessment Process to 
achieve these objectives. 
India has been affected by currency volatility in 
the past few weeks. One reason for this is that we 
had a high current account deficit of 4.8 percent 
of our GDP in 2012-13. This was easily financed 
when flows were ample. It became a problem 
when flows suddenly dried up. We have taken 
steps to reduce our current account deficit to 
3.7 percent of GDP in 2013-14, and we intend to 
reduce it further to about 2.5 percent. Meanwhile, 
we are taking steps to finance this deficit by 
establishing a macro economic environment 
that is seen to be friendly to stable foreign flows.
We will continue to work within the framework 
of an open economy to restore growth to earlier 
levels. We have undertaken a number of reforms, 
and intend to do more in future. The reforms that 
lie ahead are the more difficult reforms, relating to 
control of subsidies, reform of the tax system and 
reform of the financial sector. We are working on 
all these areas. The new Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India has indicated important changes 
in banking regulations that will accelerate the 
reform process. 
Our efforts at restoring growth will be greatly 
helped if we have a stable external environment 
that is supportive of growth. The G 20 has a major 
role to play in this context. This Summit must 
send a clear signal of our collective commitment 
to work together for the revival of growth, which 
is the only way of ensuring a sustainable growth 
in quality jobs. We must focus especially on the 
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need to restore robust growth in the emerging 
market countries, which will also contribute to 
global recovery. 
Fiscal consolidation is important for many 
countries and must remain a key medium term 
objective. However, it must be pursued with 
realistic time paths, keeping in mind the current 
weaknesses in demand in many countries. On 
our part, we are determined to ensure that the 
fiscal deficit will not exceed the target indicated. 
A strategy for job creation in developing countries 
must include stronger efforts to impart employable 
skills to the labour force. We can learn from 
international experience in this area, including 
the experience of industrialised countries. We also 
need better functioning labour markets in both 
industrialised and developing countries. 
International labour mobility in high end skills 
has become an important lubricant of global 
integration across countries. Pending the 
evolution of an international agreement on these 
issues, we must do whatever we can to avoid new 
restrictive measures in this area. 
Let me now turn to the issue of reform of the 
financial system, which has been an important 
part of our agenda. I congratulate the Financial 
Stability Board for the very considerable progress 
that has been made in spelling out the details 
of improved capital requirements under Basel 
III, and getting commitments from countries 
to meet the new capital adequacy standards.  
 
There are other areas that are more complex 
and on which work is ongoing. This includes 
development of guidelines for leverage ratios 
to supplement capital adequacy, regulation of 
the shadow banking system, and regulation 
of over the counter derivatives. We also need 
to develop a framework which can overcome 
the “too big to fail” problem. This involves 
identification and regulation of systemically 
important financial institutions, designing better 
systems of supervision of such institutions that 
operate across borders, and developing a cross 
border resolution mechanism. Good work has 
been done in all these areas, but it remains a 
work in progress. We must persevere towards its 
successful conclusion. 
There is a note of caution I would like to insert 
from the perspective of developing countries. 
Regulations aimed at increasing the stability 
of the financial system should not operate to 
the disadvantage of developing countries. If we 
cannot moderate the volatility of total capital 
flows, let us at least avoid amplifying this volatility 
through the banking system. 
As we work towards a better regulated financial 
system, we must also ensure financial inclusion. 
We in India, are currently engaged in a massive 
exercise to enable the large population in rural 

areas to have access to banks. This is being 
achieved through the use of a bio-metric 
unique identification system which establishes 
identity and enables the individual to access her 
bank account through a network of banking 
correspondents using information technology 
and mobile connectivity. Thanks to modern 
technology and institutional innovation, we 
expect to add hundreds of millions of individuals 
as customers of banks in the short space of a 
few years. 
The flow of credit to small and medium enterprises 
is an important aspect of financial inclusion. 
I note that several industrialised countries are 
taking government initiatives to encourage such 
credit flows. Many developing countries used to 
be criticised for such directed credit policies in 
the past on the grounds that they amounted to 
an interference in prudent banking. Now that 
there is greater appreciation of the need for such 
intervention, we need to share experience in this 
area. We have a common aim of ensuring financial 
inclusion consistent with prudential banking. 
The reform of the international financial 
institutions has been a key part of our agenda. 
The Fourteenth Quota Review produced an 
agreement which would improve the voting share 
of the developing countries and achieve a better 
representation on the IMF Board. We had hoped 
to be able to welcome ratification of the quota 
increase in the St. Petersburg Summit, but that 
has not been possible. We must call for the earliest 
possible completion of the ratification process, so 
that the Fifteenth Quota Review can be completed 
in January 2014 as originally envisaged. 
Let me now turn to the subject of development, 
which was added to our agenda in the Seoul 
Summit. Much useful work has been done under 
the various pillars, but most of it involves actions 
that countries have to take themselves. However, 
the G-20 can add the most value by pushing in 
areas where active international cooperation is 
needed. 
The most important initiative in this context is 
the promotion of investment in infrastructure 
in developing countries. Larger investments 
in infrastructure in emerging markets will 
increase the potential of these countries to grow 
more rapidly in the medium run and will also 
contribute to much needed global demand in 
the short run. 
At the Los Cabos summit we directed our Finance 
Ministers to explore how the G-20 can help, 
including through more active involvement of 
the multilateral development banks. We have 
not yet seen the results of their efforts, but there 
are several things we can do. The industrialised 
countries have shown that unconventional 
monetary policy can be used to great effect. We 
need to bring the same innovativeness in devising 

“unconventional development financing” also. 
The World Bank and ADB could create a special 
window for ensuring finance in support of 
infrastructure development, including provision 
of finance for ongoing projects which face a 
sudden scarcity of funds owing to volatile capital 
flows. Access to this window should be beyond 
the normal country limits, which otherwise 
introduce inflexibility. The aim should be to 
create mechanisms which can increase the flow 
of infrastructure financing at times when other 
investments are slowing down. 
The active involvement of international financial 
institutions in critical areas in developing 
countries can often leverage greater private 
investment flows to these areas. The IFC has 
done sterling work in many sectors, and a greater 
involvement of the IFC in infrastructure financing 
would help catalyse private sector flows into this 
sector.
Any significant involvement by the multilateral 
development banks, notably the World Bank, 
IFC and the ADB, to promote investment in 
infrastructure in emerging markets will involve 
additional capital. I hope the G 20 can give a signal 
that we are willing to provide the capital. 
Another area where international action is vitally 
needed is in reinvigorating the Doha round. This 
was the first Round of Trade Negotiations that 
was explicitly called a Development Round. It 
has become a victim of the slowdown following 
the international financial crisis, and the 
preoccupation of industrialised countries with 
short term economic revival and reduction 
in unemployment. We need to get back to 
the negotiating table with the will to reach a 
conclusion. 
India firmly believes that strengthening the 
WTO is critical for anchoring expectations 
about the continued commitment to an open 
world economy. We are willing to extend the 
standstill on protectionist measures, but I would 
urge that this must be part of a commitment to 
take credible steps to show progress on the Doha 
Round. We look forward to a positive outcome 
in the Ministerial Meeting in Bali in the hope 
that it will encourage all countries to move ahead 
quickly on the main agenda. 
I have not commented on many items in the 
agenda because of lack of time and because I 
feel that the text of the draft declaration that 
has emerged from our Sherpas’ discussions 
adequately reflects our point of view. 
I conclude by congratulating you and the 
Russian Presidency for the work that has been 
done to ensure that the St Petersburg Summit 
makes a substantive contribution to evolving 
a consensus on many difficult issues facing the 
world economy.” v
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India is standing today at the threshold 
of urbanization, and growth but is also 

combating the associated challenges. 
Our urban population is set to reach 600 
million by 2030 and the urban sector is 
expected to contribute almost 75% of our 
GDP by 2021 . With these encouraging 
statistics on urbanization and the economy, 
come the rather alarming statistics on the 
visible outcomes of our urbanization’s twin 
challenges of slums and homelessness: there 
are an estimated 96 million slum dwellers 
projected to increase to 104 million in 2017 
and the housing shortage is pegged at around 
18.78 million of which almost 95% is for the 
urban poor. 

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation has been addressing these 
challenges through various game changer 
schemes. Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 
Renewal Mission, JnNURM, was the first 
of such landmark schemes, resonating with 
the 12th Plan period emphasis on “Faster, 
Sustainable and More Inclusive Growth”. 
A third of JNNURM’s finances have been 
dedicated to provision of affordable housing 
and basic services for the urban poor. Under 
these sub missions, 15.63 lac dwelling units 
have been sanctioned to the urban poor 
throughout the country with expected 
approximate flow of more than Rs 41646 

“RAjIv AwAs yOjAnA”  
A vIsIOn fOR A sLum - fREE InDIA

crores to social housing and basic services. 

Focusing on the challenge of slums, The 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation, then formulated Rajiv Awas 
Yojana (RAY) with a vision to move towards a 
Slum Free India with a two pronged approach: 
bringing all existing slums within the formal 
system and enabling them to avail the basic 
amenities available for the rest of the city and 
redressing the failures of the formal system 
that lie behind the creation of slums. The 
Cabinet Committee of Economic Affairs 
approved the continuation of Rajiv Awas 
Yojana (RAY) in its implementation phase, 
with the scheme of affordable housing in 
partnership dovetailed on September 3rd.

A two-step strategy is mandated to achieve 
this vision, preparation of Slum-free City Plans 
of Action on ‘whole city’ basis and Detailed 
Project Reports on ‘whole slum’ basis. 

In the preparatory phase of Rajiv Awas Yojana 
(RAY), which was launched in 2011 and 
extended to 200 cities, financial assistance 
was provided by the Central Government for 
the Slum Free City Planning process of RAY. 

The Slum Free City Plan of Action is an overall 
action plan with investment requirements 
projected and prioritized for upgrading the 
existing slums as part of the curative plan 

and planning for provision of houses for 
the urban poor for the next 10-15 years in 
a preventive plan. The plans will have two 
distinct strategies of curative and preventive. 
While the curative strategy will focus on 
tackling the existing slums through up-
gradation, redevelopment or in extreme 
cases relocation; the preventive strategy will 
focus on checking the proliferation of slums 
in future by planning affordable housing 
options for the urban poor and suggesting 
necessary policy reforms for the same. Under 
the preventive strategy, rental housing will be 
given a thrust for which several regulatory 
reforms are also being formulated. 

These plans and processes while integrating 
technology with the use of Geographical 
Information System (GIS) for mapping and 
a state of the art Management Information 
System (MIS) for database management, also 
makes it mandatory to involve the community 
at every stage of planning with women being 
encouraged to be champions of change. 

In-situ Up-gradation is the program of choice 
under Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) and the 
preferred models of slum intervention are 
in –situ or on site up-gradation and in-situ 
redevelopment. Relocation is done only in 
extreme cases where the sites are assessed to 
be untenable. 

uPA sCheme
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One of the most important steps under Rajiv 
Awas Yojana (RAY), while preparing the slum 
free city plans is the tenability analysis and 
the prioritization of slums based on housing 
and infrastructure deficiency assessment. In 
the tenability analysis, where slums based on 
their degree of hazard are termed tenable, non 
tenable. The slums which need not be shifted 
and which can be improved in situ are called 
tenable slums and those slums, which are on 
hazardous land or on master plan designated 
industrial or commercial use etc. and need 
relocation, are called un-tenable slums. Those 
slums situated in lands where the tenability 
is to be decided for example slums on lands 
where the land use can be possibly changed 
are termed semi tenable till such time as they 
are declared tenable or un-tenable. 

Another important activity in the Slum Free 
City Plan of Action (SFCPoA) is preparation of 
a Priority Matrix for ranking and phasing the 
slums for fund allocation i.e. to decide which 
slum needs to be taken up on a priority basis 
and which later. The criteria for determining 
the priority is the existing housing and 
infrastructure condition represented on one 
axis of the matrix and on the other axis, 
vulnerability parameters such as poverty and 
SC/ST population, minority population, single 
women, old age, disability, chronic diseases 
prevalent etc. The guidelines prescribe housing 
and infrastructure condition, as an essential 
criteria axis while the States are free to adopt 
the vulnerability criteria axis based on the 
local conditions.

On the basis of prioritization of all slums in 
these plans following the ‘whole city’ approach, 
cities are required to prepare Detailed Project 

Reports following an integrated ‘whole slum’ 
approach with the provision of housing, basic 
civic infrastructure and social amenities in 
each selected slum. These plans and processes 
make it mandatory to involve the community 
at every stage of planning. 

As Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) champions 
the cause of community participation, it 
is prescribed that the community should 
be involved at every stage, from planning 
through implementation and post-project 
sustenance, necessitating that the designing 
of slum development is done with people’s 
participation, which will lead to community 
ownership and sustainability of the scheme. 
To have better coordination and participation 
in project formulation, implementation and 
post construction O&M, it is recommended 
that each slum should form cooperatives/ 
associations of the resident slum dwellers or 
any other such structure. These can act as the 
representative body for giving ownership/
lease rights, rent management, operation 
and maintenance e.g. paying of electricity, 
water bills, day-to-day maintenance of the 
premises etc.

the various slum intervention strategies 
will include:

1. New Housing: Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) 
prescribes that Slum dwellers without 
pucca houses should be provided with new 
dwelling unit (Single storey or Multi-storied 
building) of carpet area between 21-27 sqm. 
with two rooms, kitchen, bathroom, water 
sealed toilet and individual potable water 
connection facility.

2. Incremental  Housing:  During the 

assessment of housing needs, it may be 
determined that the existing dwelling 
units built by the slum dwellers may need 
improvement i.e. if the dwelling unit is a 
pucca construction but having less than 
the desired minimum floor space or rooms, 
additional provision of rooms, toilets etc. 
should be considered to meet the minimum 
criteria so as to facilitate housing unit 
up-gradation. In case land is not available 
for expansion, vertical development may 
be considered. Provision of individual 
water supply, sanitation etc. should also be 
considered, where so required. As specified 
in the para above, for incremental housing 
also the central support shall be limited to 
the carpet area of 21-27 sqm.

3. Rental Housing: Rental housing may be the 
preferred choice to accommodate tenants 
of slums, labourers, floating population 
and urban homeless .  Recognizing 
that managing such rental premises is 
challenging, States/UTs will be required to 
clearly enunciate mechanisms for managing 
such premises including fixation of rent, 
operation and maintenance, vacancy norms 
etc. The size of rental DUs is expected to 
be between 16-20 sqm. with shared civic 
infrastructure. However, rental DUs with 
size 21-27 sqm. can also be proposed in 
exceptional cases.

With regard to housing, full flexibility of 
approach is available for the manner of 
construction and arrangement of funds. 

Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) also encourages 
beneficiary-led Execution where Beneficiaries 
may be involved for construction of Dwelling 

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh handing over the possession of flats to one of the beneficiary under Slum Rehabilitation 
Scheme  at Dhanas, Chandigarh on September 14, 2013. Also seen are Union Minister of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, 
Dr. Girija Vyas, Punjab Governor, Shri Shivraj Patil and others.
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Units (DUs) which would result in better 
monitoring and implementation. Funds to 
beneficiary is also recommended for release 
in not more than four installments, the first 
of which can be before commencement of 
construction (10%), second once construction 
is upto plinth level (30%), third after 
construction is upto roof level (40%) and 
final instalment on completion of construction 
(20%). The exact quantum may be varied by 
implementing agencies as per local conditions.

Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) also allows 
for temporary transit housing and it is 
recommended that this should be provided 
in all sums where intervention is proposed 
and should be part of the Detailed Project 
Report (DPR).

Slum relocation should preferably be selected 
as a method of slum-redevelopment for 
untenable slums and in such case, emphasis 
should be laid on providing mobility 
and recreating livelihood linkages. Such 
interventions would include adequate 
connected infrastructure (civic and social) on 
alternate site selected for such slum relocation.

In the implementation phase Rajiv Awas 
Yojana (RAY) will cover all towns, cities 
and urban agglomerations in the country, 
the selection of which will be made by the 
States in consultation with the Centre giving 
due consideration to the criterion of pace of 
growth of the city, slums within the city as well 
as predominance of scheduled caste and tribe, 
minority population and other vulnerable 
section of the society. 

Central Government support would be to the 
extent of 50%, 75% and 80% of the project cost 
for towns, cities and urban agglomerations 
with Population more than 5 lakhs, less than 
5 lakhs and those in North-Eastern Region 
and special category States of Jammu & 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh & Uttarakhand, 
respectively.

RAY proposes a upper ceiling of Rs. 5 lakh 
per DU for cities with population more than 
5 lakhs. This ceiling would be at Rs. 4 lakhs 
per DU for smaller cities with population less 
than 5 lakhs. In North East (NE) and special 
category States, upper ceiling would be at 
Rs.5 lakh per DU irrespective of population 
of the city. Upper ceilings, as above, would 
also include cost of civic infrastructure and 
social amenities. Cost of civic infrastructure 
and social amenities per DU should not exceed 
25% of the cost.

In order to optimize the use of available 
government funds, Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) 

allows funds available under MPLAD/
MLALAD to be used as a substitute for ULB 
share. The ULB share can also be borne by the 
State/UT or vice versa.

Beneficiary contribution is necessary to bring 
sense of ownership among the beneficiaries 
and is provided at the minimum of 10% in the 
case of SC/ST/OBC/ PH/single woman/other 
weaker and vulnerable sections and 12% in 
case of general category.

Maintenance of the assets created under the 
scheme should preferably be carried out by the 
beneficiary or their association, if necessary, 
in partnership with ULBs. Upto 4% of the 
project cost is permissible as O&M fund 
under the scheme. Central Government will 
contribute one-time to this O&M fund in the 
applicable ratio for the city i.e. 50:50 for cities 
with population more than 5 lakh, 75:25 for 
cities with population less than 5 lakh and 
80:20 for cities in North Eastern and special 
category States.

Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) also makes 
implementation of crucial reforms within 
stipulated time lines mandatory. Giving long 
term, mortgage able, renewable leasehold 
rights to slum dwellers and establishment of 
a municipal cadre to deal with issues of slums 
and urban poor being some of the key reforms.

Some of the Mandatory and Optional reforms 
proposed under Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) are :

mandatory reforms:

1. Commitment and willingness to assign 
mortgage able and renewable, long-term 
(15 years) inheritable lease rights to slum 
dwellers who have been a resident of the 
slum for more than 5 years.

2. Reservation of 15% of residential Floor 
Area Ratio (FAR)/Floor Space Index 
(FSI) or 35% of dwelling units for EWS/
LIG categories whichever is higher, with a 
system of cross-subsidization in all future 
housing projects in accordance with 
guidelines to be prescribed by Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation.

3. However, where Mission cities have given 
property rights or reserved land as per 
reform conditionalities under JNNURM 
and such orders/reservation is superior to 
the above, these reforms will not apply.

4. A non-lapsable earmarking of 25% of the 
budget of the municipality to provide basic 
services to the urban poor

5. Creating and establishing a municipal 

cadre for social/community development 
and urban poverty alleviation during the 
plan period.

optional reforms:

1. Formulation of State Policy for Affordable 
Housing. 

2. Amendments of Master Plans to provide 
for inclusive growth through inclusionary 
zoning and other measures for inclusive 
development. 

3. Simplification of the processes and 
procedures of sanctioning buildings and 
building byelaws concerning development 
and housing projects to provide single 
window based quick approvals in order to 
reduce transaction costs;

4. Amendments in the Rent Control Act 
balancing the interest of landlords and 
tenants

To further strengthen the preventive strategy 
of Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY), Affordable 
Housing in Partnership (AHP) Scheme has 
been dovetailed with Rajiv Awas Yojana 
(RAY). The Affordable Housing in Partnership 
(AHP) scheme was earlier launched in 
2009 in pursuance of the National Urban 
Housing and Habitat Policy 2007, to promote 
the agenda of ‘Affordable Housing for All’. 
Considering the recommendations of the Task 
Force on Affordable Housing constituted by 
my Ministry in 2011, the scheme has been 
redesigned to provide increased subsidies 
per dwelling unit to the tune of Rs 75000 for 
the economically weaker section and lower 
income groups for dwelling units of size 21-40 
sqm, in affordable housing projects taken up 
through various kinds of partnerships. 

The Cabinet committee has also approved the 
continuation of the Interest Subsidy Scheme 
for Housing the Urban Poor scheme as a 
central sector scheme but now called Rajiv 
Rinn Yojana (RRY), in the 12th Plan period. 
The scheme proposes to provide interest 
subsidies of 5% on 15 year tenure loans on 
loan sizes ranging from 5 to 8 lacs. Rajiv Rinn 
Yojana (RRY) initially envisages to span the 
12th Plan period 2012-2017, involving a total 
outlay of Rs 3580 crores. The outflow in the 
subsequent three 5-year Plans would be in the 
order of Rs 8093 crores, Rs 4878 crores and Rs 
1055 crores respectively.

Both Affordable Housing in Partnership 
(AHP) and Rajiv Rinn Yojana (RRY) are 
expected to strengthen the affordability and 
accessibility to housing for the urban poor. v

uPA sCheme
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mahila Congress, sC department & 
Panchayat raj sangathan
The Congress President has approved the 
proposal on 26th August, 2013 for changes 
in the Mahila Congress, SC Department and 
Rajiv Gandhi Panchayat Raj Sangathan as 
follows:
All india mahila Congress
President : Smt. Shobha Oza 
Vice-President : Adv. Bindhu Krishna 
sC department
Chairman  : Shri K. Raju
rajiv gandhi Panchayat raj sangathan
Chairperson : Ms. Meenakshi Natarajan  
Vice-Chairman : Shri Harshwardhan Sapkal
An Advisory Committee for Rajiv Gandhi 
Panchayat Raj Sangathan will also be 
constituted in due course.
delhi 
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 2nd September, 2013 approved the 
proposal to constitute the Delhi Pradesh 
Election Committee as follows:
1. Shri J.P. Agarwal
2. Smt. Sheila Dikshit
3. Shri Janardan Dwivedi
4. Shri Ajay Maken
5. Shri Kapil Sibal
6. Smt. Krishna Tirath
7. Shri R.K. Dhawan
8. Dr. Karan Singh
9. Shri Sandeep Dikshit
10. Shri Ramesh Kumar
11. Shri Parvez Hashmi
12. Shri Mahabal Mishra
13. Shri Subhash Chopra
14. Smt. Tajdar Babar
15. Shri Prem Singh
16. Shri Arvinder Singh Lovely
17. Shri Haroon Yusuf
18. Shri Manish Chatrath
19. Shri Naseeb Singh
20. Shri Jitender Kocher
21. Smt. Sudesh Sangwan
22. Shri Vijay Kumar
23. Smt. Onika Mehrotra
24. Shri Dineshwar Tyagi

25. Shri Amit Malik
26. Shri Ankit Dedha
27. Shri Devender Yadav
West Bengal, Bihar and Assam
The Congress President has on 2nd September, 
2013 approved the proposal for constituting 
Coordination Committees for West Bengal, 
Bihar and Assam as follows:
Coordination Committee for West 
Bengal
1. General Secretary Incharge
2. PCC President  - Convenor
3. CLP Leader
4. AICC Secretary Incharge
5. Dr. Maya Ghose
6. Shri Asit Mitra
Coordination Committee for Bihar
1. General Secretary Incharge
2. PCC President  - Convenor
3. CLP Leader
4. AICC Secretary Incharge
5. Shri Madan Mohan Jha
6. Shri Akhilesh Singh
7. Dr. Md. Javed
Coordination Committee for Assam
1. General Secretary Incharge
2. PCC President - Convenor
3. CLP Leader
4. AICC Secretary Incharge
5. Shri Bishnu Prasad
6. Dr. Nazrul Islam
manifesto implementation Committees
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 3rd September, 2013, approved the 
proposal for reconstituting/constituting the 
Manifesto Implementation Committees for 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Assam, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir, Kerala, 
Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Jharkhand as 
given below:
manifesto implementation Committee 
for Andhra Pradesh (revised)
1. Shri A.K. Antony - Chairman
2. Shri Digvijaya Singh
3. Shri V. Narayanasamy

4. Shri Kiran Kumar Reddy
5. Shri B. Satyanarayana
manifesto implementation Committee 
for Karnataka (revised)
1. Shri A.K. Antony  Chairman
2. Shri Digvijaya Singh
3. Shri V. Narayanasamy
4. Shri Siddharamiah
5. Dr. G. Parameshwar
manifesto implementation Committee 
for Arunachal Pradesh (revised)
1. Dr. Girija Vyas - Chairperson 
2. Shri Luizinho Faleiro
3. Shri Jesudasu Seelam
4. Shri Nabam Tuki
5. Shri Mukut Mithi
manifesto implementation Committee 
for manipur (revised)
1. Dr. Girija Vyas -Chairperson
2. Shri Luizinho Faleiro
3. Shri Jesudasu Seelam
4. Shri Okram Ibobi Singh
5. Shri Gaikhangam
manifesto implementation Committee 
for meghalaya
1. Dr. Girija Vyas - Chairperson
2. Shri Luizinho Faleiro
3. Shri Jesudasu Seelam
4. Dr. Mukul Sangma
5. Shri D.D. Lapang
manifesto implementation Committee 
for mizoram (revised)
1. Dr. Girija Vyas - Chairperson
2. Shri Luizinho Faleiro
3. Shri Jesudasu Seelam
4. Shri Lal Thanhawla
manifesto implementation Committee 
for Assam

1. Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad - Chairman
2. Dr. C.P. Joshi
3. Shri Vilas Muttemwar
4. Shri Tarun Gogoi
5. Shri Bhubneshwar Kalita
manifesto implementation Committee 
for delhi
1. Shri Jairam Ramesh - Chairman

ORGAnIZATIOnAL APPOInTmEnTs
ThE fOLLOwInG APPOInTmEnTs hAvE bEEn AnnOunCED by ThE AICC GEnERAL 
sECRETARy, shRI jAnARDAn DwIvEDI In ThE mOnTh Of AuGusT AnD sEPTEmbER, 2013
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2. Dr. Shakeel Ahmad
3. Shri Jitendra Singh
4. Smt. Sheila Dikshit
5. Shri J.P. Agarwal
manifesto implementation Committee 
for haryana
1. Shri Jairam Ramesh- Chairman
2. Dr. Shakeel Ahmad
3. Shri Jitendra Singh
4. Shri Bhupinder Singh Hooda
5. Shri Phool Chand Mulana
manifesto implementation Committee 
for himachal Pradesh
1. Shri Vayalar Ravi - Chairman
2. Smt. Ambika Soni
3. Shri Manish Tewari
4. Shri Virbhadra Singh
5. Shri Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
manifesto implementation Committee 
for uttarakhand
1. Shri Vayalar Ravi - Chairman
2. Smt. Ambika Soni
3. Shri Manish Tewari
4. Shri Vijaya Bahuguna
5. Shri Yashpal Arya
manifesto implementation Committee 
for jammu and Kashmir
1. Shri Vayalar Ravi - Chairman
2. Smt. Ambika Soni
3. Shri Manish Tewari
4. Prof. Saifuddin Soz
5. C. Mohd. Aslam
manifesto implementation Committee 
for Kerala
1. Shri M. Veerappa Moily  
- Chairman
2. Shri Mukul Wasnik
3. Shri Mukut Mithi
4. Shri Oommen Chandy
5. Shri Ramesh Chennithala
manifesto implementation Committee 
for rajasthan
1. Shri Motilal Vora  - Chairman
2. Shri Gurudas Kamat
3. Shri Birender Singh
4. Shri Ashok Gehlot
5. Dr. Chandrabhan
manifesto implementation Committee 
for maharashtra
1. Shri Vayalar Ravi, Chairman
2. Shri Mohan Prakash 
3. Shri Manish Tewari
4. Shri Prithviraj Chavan
5. Shri Manikrao Thakre
manifesto implementation Committee 

for jharkhand
1. Shri Jairam Ramesh, Chairman
2. Shri B.K. Hariprasad
3. Shri Sukhdeo Bhagat
4. Shri Rajendra Prasad Singh
madhya Pradesh
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 3rd September, 2013 approved 
the proposal for constituting the Pradesh 
Assembly Election Committee, Manifesto 
Committee, Assembly Election Campaign 
Committee, Assembly Election Management 
Committee, Assembly Election Publicity, 
Publication and Media Committee and 
Charge Sheet Drafting Committee against the 
State BJP Government of Madhya Pradesh.
election Committee
Chairman
Shri Kanti Lal Bhuria
Member
1. Shri Ajay Singh
2. Shri Digvijay Singh
3. Shri Kamal Nath
4. Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia 
5. Shri Premchand Guddu
6. Shri Indrajeet Patel
7. Ku. Meenakshi Natarajan
8. Shri Arun Yadav
9. Shri Omkar Singh Markoam
10. Shri Bisahu Lal Singh
11. Shri Sundarlal Tiwari
12. Shri Gajendra Singh Rajukhedi
13. Shri Arif Aqil 
14. Shri Raj Bahadur Lodhi
15. Shri Visweswar bhagat
16. Dr. Vijaylaxmi Sadho
17. Shri Sajjan Singh Verma
18. Shri Bala Bachchan 
19. Smt. Archana Jaiswal, President, 
 Mahila Congress
20. Shri Kunal Choudhary, President, 
 Youth Congress
21. Shri Yogesh Yadav, President, 
 Seva Dal
22. Shri Vipin Wankhede, President, 
 NSUI
manifesto Committee
Chairman
Shri Suresh Pachouri
Convener
Shri Narendra Nahata
Members
1. Shri Hajari Lal Raghuvanshi
2. Smt. Rajesh Nandini Singh, MP
3. Shri Gajendra Singh Rajukhedi, MP

4. Shri Bhagirath Prasad, Ex. IAS
5. Shri Rajiv Singh
6. Capt. Jaipal Singh
7. Shri Rajmani Patel
8. Shri Rameshwar Nikhara
9. Shri Raja Pateria
10. Shri Aslam Sher Khan
11. Shri Saeed Ahmed
12. Shri Mahendra Singh Kalukheda
13. Shri Anil Garg
14. Shri Ibrahim Qureshi
15. Shri Balkavi Bairagi
16. Shri Pratap Bhanu Sharma
17. Shri Ghanshyam Patidar
18. Dr. Govind Singh, MLA
19. Shri Virendra Pongal
20. Shri Laxman Singh
21. Shri Govind Goel
22. Shri Vishwashwar Bhagat
23. Shri Devendra Tekam
24. Shri Vishwanath Dubey
25. Shri Tulsi Silawat, MLA
26. Shri Fundar Chaudhary, Ex. MLA
27. Shri Ramlal Yadav, Ex. MLA
28. Smt. Rekha Verma, Mayor Dewas
29. Smt. Savita Diwan, Ex. MLA
30. Shri Rameshwar Patel, Ex. MLA
31. Smt. Archana Jaiswa, President, 
 Mahila Congress
32. Shri Kunal Choudhary, President, 
 Youth Congress
33. Shri Yogesh Yadav, President, 
 Seva Dal
34. Shri Vipin Wankhede, President, 
 NSUI
A s s e m b l y  e l e c t i o n  C a m p a i g n 
Committee
Chairman
Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia
Conveners
Shri Indrajeet Patel
Ku. Meenakshi Natarajan
Members
1. Shri Satyavrat Chaturvedi, MP
2. Shri Sajjan Singh Verma, MP
3. Shri Uday Pratap Singh, MP
4. Shri Basori Singh Masram, MP
5. Dr. Vijay Laxmi Sadho, MP
6. Shri Raj Bahadur Lodhi
7. Shri Mahesh Joshi
8. Shri Aslam Sher Khan
9. Shri N.P. Prajapati MLA
10. Shri Aswin Joshi MLA
11. Smt. Lakshmi Devi Kharadi MLA
12. Shri Satyanarayan Patel MLA
13. Shri Dilip Gujjar MLA

APPointments
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14. Shri Suresh Choudhary MLA
15. Shri Mukesh Nayak
16. Ku. Kaushalya Gotiya
17. Shri Mujib Qureshi
18. Shri Veer Singh Raghuwanshi
19. Shri Satyadev Katare
20. Shri Sajid Ali, Advocate
21. Shri Akhand Pratap Singh
22. Shri Suresh Jain
23. Shri Jitu Patwari
24. Shri Batan Lal Sahu
25. Shri Indal Singh Kasana
26. Shri Pankaj Sanghvi
27. Shri Raja Pateria
28. Smt. Archana Jaiswal, President Mahila 

Congress
29. Shri Kunal Choudhary, President, Youth 

Congress
30. Shri Yogesh yadav, President, Seva Dal
31. Shri Vipin Wankhede, President, NSUI
32. Shri Surendra Choudhary, Ex. MLA, 

Chairman, SC Department
33. Dr. Nanhe Singh, Chairman, Tribal 

Department
34. Md.  Sa l im,  Chairman,  Minor ity 

Department
35. Shri Rajendra Gehloth, Chairman, OBC 

Department
Assembly election management 
Committee
Chairman
Shri Arun Yadav, MP
Convener
Shri Mohammad Ibrahim Qureshi
Assembly election Publicity, 
Publication & media Committee
Chairman
Shri Premchand Guddu, MP
Convener 
Shri Sanjay Pathak
Shri Kamal Nath will coordinate amongst 
various Elections related Committees.
Charge sheet drafting Committee 
against BjP government in madhya 
Pradesh
Chairman
Shri Ajay Singh
Convener
Shri Arif Aqil, MLA
Members
1. Dr. Govind Singh, MLA
2. Shri Bisahu Lal Singh, MLA
3. Shri Ramlal Malviya, MLA
4. Smt. Madhu Gargav, 
 Ex. Mayor Bhopal
5. Shri Vinit Godha, Advocate

6. Shri Khurshid Ahmed, Bhopal
PCC reconstituted
The Congress President has on 6th September, 
2013 approved the proposal for adding four 
Vice-Presidents and four General Secretaries 
in the Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee. 
She has also approved the appointment of 
Secretaries which were not announced during 
the constitution of the PCC earlier. A list of 
names is enclosed accordingly as follows:
madhya Pradesh Congress Committee
Vice Presidents
1. Shri Raj Bahadur Lodhi
2. Shri Raja Pateria
3. Shri Ramlal Yadav
4. Shri Batuk Shankar Joshi
General Secretaries
1. Shri Vrindavan Ahirwar
2. Shri Prakash Jain
3. Shri Chandrika Dwivedi
4. Shri Kamleshwar Patel
Secretaries
1. Shri Balbir Tomar
2. Shri Vinay Bakliwal
3. Smt. Seema Katakwar
4. Shri Kundan Malviya
5. Shri Subhash Bohat
6. Shri Asif Zaki
7. Shri Balakaran Patel (Kushwaha)
8. Shri Manish Patel
9. Shri Shailendra Lodhi
10. Shri O.P.S. Bhadoria
11. Shri Ajay Sengar
12. Shri Raghuraj Kansana
13. Smt. Meera Sharma
14. Shri Akshay Saxena
15. Shri Vikas Yadav
16. Shri Abdul Nasir
17. Shri Jeetu Patewari
18. Shri Jodharam Gurjar
19. Shri Jai Singh
20. Shri Raghu Parmar
21. Shri Rajendra Singh Thakur
22. Shri Sheikh Aleem
23. Ms. Kaushalya Gontia
24. Shri Muzib Khan
25. Shri Suraj Jayswal
26. Smt. Nutan Pandey
27. Shri Anil Sancheti
28. Shri Shailesh Bhati
29. Shri Manawwar Kaushar
30. Shri Jitendra Singh Baghel

31. Ms. Kalavati Bhuria
32. Shri Sazid Ali
33. Shri Arvind Joshi 
34. Shri Alik Mishra
35. Shri Ekam Singh Patel
36. Shri Abdul Nafiz Khan
37. Shri Shashank Bhargava
38. Shri Sanjay Shukla
39. Shri Sudesh Rai
40. Shri Dharmesh Ghai
41. Shri Aad Bahadur Singh
42. Shri Riyaz Hussain
43. Shri Sachin Yadav
44. Shri Virendra Mishra
45. Shri Rajesh Sharma Kamred
46. Shri Rakesh Yadav
47. Shri Shantilal Gami
48. Shri Navin Agrawal
49. Shri Mrinal Pant
50. Shri R.K. Dogne
51. Shri Anil Tiwari
52. Shri Jagdish Yadav 
53. Shri Kamal Ajmera
54. Shri Vivek Awasthi
55. Adv. Mithilesh Jain
56. Shri Satendra Jain
57. Shri Ashish Pratap Singh
58. Shri Vibhash Jain 
59. Shri Raja Baghel
60. Smt. Deepti Singh
61. Shri Dayal Chauhan
62. Shri Babu Soloman
63. Shri Harcharan Singh Bhatia
64. Shri Vikalp Deria
65. Shri Trilok Dipani
66. Shri Gyanendra Singh
67. Shri Arvind Bagdi
68. Shri Basant Chaurasia
69. Shri Surendra Sharma
70. Shri Surabh Sharma
71. Shri Sanjay Dubey
72. Shri Jagdish Saini
73. Shri Kamal Verma
74. Shri Nirmal Mehta
75. Shri Omkar Solanki
76. Shri Vimlendra Tiwari
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On Nehru’s death in May 1964, Gulzari Lal Nanda, the senior-most 
minister in his Cabinet, was made the interim Prime Minister. Even 
during Nehru’s last days, some of the powerful Central and state 
leaders of the Party had formed themselves into an informal group 
evidently with a view to guiding and directing the Congress politics 
in the post-Nehru era. This group came to be known as the Syndicate. 
It initially consisted of K. Kamaraj, N. Sanjiva Reddy, S. Nijalingappa, 
Atulya Ghosh and S.K. Patil. Subsequently, C.B. Gupta and quite a few 
other leaders joined it. Barring Kamaraj, the rest were conservatives. 
Morarji Desai, known for his conservative ideas, also moved closer 
to the Syndicate at a later stage. There were many names that were 
discussed, but the choice was narrowed down to Morarji Desai and 
Lal Bahadur Shastri. 

ThE shAsTRI ERA 
Kamaraj, who was then the Congress President, consulted the members 
of the Congress Working Committee, state Chief Ministers, the Deputy 
Leader and Chief Whip of the Congress Parliamentary Party (CPP) and 
eight other leaders to decide the leader of the Congress Parliamentary 
Party. There was a broad consensus in favour of Lal Bahadur Shastri. 
He became the Prime Minister on, 2 June 1964. Indira Gandhi became 
the Minister for Information and Broadcasting. 

An experienced minister in Nehru’s cabinet, Lal Bahadur Shastri 

InDIRA GAnDhI & ThE POsT-nEhRu ERA

was the first choice of the party leadership to resolve intra-party 
conflicts. Though India had taken giant strides, a lot was yet to be 
done for socioeconomic development if the objectives of self-reliance, 
eradication of poverty, removal of illiteracy and promotion of health 
were to be achieved. A hostile China continued to be a threat at the 
borders. Shastri affirmed his commitment to the principles of socialism 
and turned his attention to the task of reinvigorating rural society. The 
land reforms proposed by the Congress in the 1950s had still to be fully 
implemented and rural economy was still underdeveloped. Shastri took 
forward the process of technological development of Indian agriculture-
the Green Revolution-the foundations for which had been laid in the 
Nehru period. This was to lead India transforming herself from a food 
deficient country to a food surplus country in a short period under 
Indira Gandhi’s leadership. 

Even as Shastri was engaged in tackling economic problems, Pakistan 
launched military action to take over certain border areas in Gujarat, 
and followed it up with a full-scale war in the autumn of 1965. Shastri 
demonstrated to the world that India could defend its territory with 
the modest resources at her command. The aggression by Pakistan was 
effectively checked. The Indian troops even crossed over to Pakistani 
territory near Lahore. However, the hostilities ceased after a while, 
following pleas for amicable settlement by a number of countries. 
The Soviet Union brought the Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan 

From ArChiVes
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From ArChiVes

together at a conference in Tashkent in 1966 to arrive at a mutually 
acceptable agreement. While the country was rejoicing over the 
triumph of Shastri and the leadership he provided to the Indian defence 
forces, news came of his death in Tashkent on 10 January 1966.

G.L. Nanda was again made interim Prime Minster to get time to choose 
another leader. The exercise proved to be more difficult now than in 
1964. The ideological differences between the various groups in the 
party were sharper. The conservatives within the party looked upon 
Morarji Desai as the most appropriate choice. The radical elements, on 
the other hand, preferred Indira Gandhi. The preference was not merely 
because she was the daughter of Nehru. Earlier, in 1959, she had been 
the President of the Congress and at that time had demonstrated her 
political skills. In the Shastri Cabinet, she had served as the Minister 
of Information and Broadcasting. 

The two groups openly canvassed for their respective candidates. 
Kamaraj, as the Congress President, preferred Indira Gandhi. As one 
wedded to socialistic ideas, Kamaraj did not like to have Morarji Desai, 
known for his conservative policies, as the head of the government. 
However, Kamaraj did not follow the “consensus” method now. He 
allowed the CPP to choose their leader by a battle of the ballot. Indira 
Gandhi was chosen as the leader of CPP defeating Morarji Desai, 
receiving 355 votes as against Desai’s 169. She became the Prime 
Minister at the age of 48.

ChALLEnGEs bEfORE InDIRA
The challenges she faced were many. She tackled the Punjab problem 
by accepting the demand for a Punjabi suba. She also accepted the 
Naga rebels’ demand for autonomy. The economic situation demanded 
attention. Economic recession prevailed and drought worsened the 
situation further. The drought and famine situation was handled 
effectively but one of the measures taken to resolve the economic plight 
proved to be counter-effective. This was the devaluation of the rupee 
by 35.5 per cent. It failed to increase exports and attract foreign capital. 
The Green Revolution, a strategy of introducing high-yield seeds and 
fertilizers in order to jump-start a sharp rise in food production, was 
taken forward in her time. Between 1967-68 and 1970-71, food grain 
production rose by 35 percent. India was no longer seen as standing 
with a begging bowl before the Western countries and successive 
droughts were handled without foreign aid. 

Foreign policy was another field which demanded application of a 
new approach. For example, the United States used its position as a 
supplier of financial aid, food and capital investment to India to twist 
India’s arm towards taking a pro-US line on Vietnam. However, she 
went ahead to decry the US bombing of Vietnam. In addition, Indira 
Gandhi chose to develop links with the Soviet Union in order to build 
a counter-alliance to the US-China-Pakistan axis.

Two features of the political system were a source of great trouble for 
Indira Gandhi. One was the decline of Parliament as an institution. 
Members of Parliament took to undisciplined behaviour and she was 
often the target of attack. The party was another trouble spot, beset 
with groupism and factionalism. Her own position in the party was not 
secure. Though she was the Prime Minister, the important portfolios 
were held by leaders not chosen by her.

Indira Gandhi had hardly taken the reins of office when the country 
went in for General Elections. Apart from the factionalism within the 
Congress, this was the period of extreme “anti-Congressism” where 
opposition parties of completely divergent views and ideologies joined 
hands to form anti-Congress fronts. Lohiaites, socialists, communal 
Jan Sangh, communists, the right wing Swatantra Party, Akalis etc., 
all made opportunistic alliances against the Congress. As a result, the 
Congress Party suffered an unexpected defeat at the polls in Bihar, UP, 
Rajasthan, Punjab, West Bengal, Orissa, Madras and Kerala, besides 
securing a reduced majority in the Lok Sabha. The vote share of the 
party went down to 41 per cent while the number of seats now stood 
at 284 seats in a house of 520. The worst aspect was that the decline 
in the states had now reached the Centre. If one analyses the election 
results in terms of social groups, it was evident that the rich and middle 
peasants had deserted the Congress.

The poor electoral performance of the party again brought up the issue 
of leadership. The Syndicate was critical of the “dismal performance” of 
the Government under Indira Gandhi’s leadership. Secondly, her style 
of functioning as the Prime Minister of India seemed to have offended 
Karnaraj and his colleagues. One of the factors that strengthened the 
position of Indira Gandhi was the near rout of the Syndicate leaders in 
the general elections. The only prominent Syndicate leader elected was 
Sanjiva Reddy. She had been the star and the only all-India campaigner 
and vote-catcher for the Congress. Her unchallenged leadership of the 
Congress parliamentary party (CPP) was now established giving her a 
free hand in forming a Cabinet and deciding the portfolios.

As on the past two occasions, Morarji Desai was an aspirant for the 
Prime Ministership. But a contest was averted and he was offered the 
position of Deputy Prime Minister which he accepted. However, this 
was merely a formal position without any real authority. This time, a 
pressure group in the CPP, backed by the Congress President Kamaraj, 
a few Chief Ministers and some members of the Congress Working 
Committee saw to it that Indira Gandhi was made the Prime Minister.

Mid-term polls took place in four states in February 1969 and the 
position of Congress deteriorated further. The rate of economic growth 
had slowed down considerably. Corruption was rampant, unrest in 
the countryside and discontent in urban areas was widespread. The 
election results shocked Congressmen and the differences within the 
party now came to a head. The leftist “Young Turks” did not keep quiet. 
One of them, Chandra Shekhar, launched a frontal attack on Morarji 
Desai for not setting up a commission of inquiry into the affairs of the 
Birlas. The CWC took serious note of this and warned party men against 
indulging in personal attacks. It asked Indira Gandhi as the leader of 
the Congress Parliamentary Party to curb this tendency on the part 
of the members of Parliament. Undeterred, the Young Turks carried 
on their pressure tactics by criticizing the party bosses for failure to 
implement the 10-point programme for socioeconomic development. 
This was followed by the severe indictment of the party leadership 
by the Congress Forum for Socialist Action (FSA). C. Subramaniam, 
President of Tamil Nadu Congress Committee, warned in a report that 
the party would not make much headway in the 1972 elections unless it 
adopted a radical programme of socialist action. He wanted the party’s 
goal to be declared as democratic socialism. He referred to the feeling 
among the people that Congress was incapable of attacking the vested 
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interests. Different proposals were mooted to prevent a debacle in the 
1972 elections. Some favoured an understanding with “like-minded” 
parties in the Parliament, to form a stable coalition. Indira Gandhi 
preferred a radical socialist action programme as a solution.

Against this backdrop, the Congress held its session in Faridabad in 
1969, which turned out to be a significant event. On the eve of the 
session, Indira Gandhi expressed the view that the Congress should 
not move to the extreme left or extreme right but stick to the middle 
course with democratic socialism as its objective. The coalition idea 
was not favoured either by her or the Party President, S. Nijalingappa.

The differences within the party were also founded on ideological 
grounds. After the electoral defeat, the Congress leaned left-ward. 
For instance, the la-point programme in May 1967 adopted by 
CWC which comprised control over banks, insurance, land reforms, 
abolition of princely privileges, ceilings on urban property and curbs 
on business monopolies. The right-wing Syndicate did not appreciate 
this and wanted better ties with the USA and suppression of Leftist 
groups. At Faridabad the intra-party wrangles had set the stage for a 
split. Morarji Desai was the target of a severe attack from the leftists 
and the “Young Turks”. Bhagwat Jha Azad, who was a member of 
Indira Gandhi’s Cabinet, accused some of his ministerial colleagues 
of sabotaging the implementation of the 10-point programme. Indira 
Gandhi came to Morarji Desai’s defence at the open session but her 
differences with Nijalingappa over issues like linguistic reorganization 
of the country, mixed economy, and the role of public sector surfaced. 
The action taken by Nijalingappa against some of the Young Turks 
for attacking Desai exacerbated the situation. Nijalingappa sought 
to make amends in his concluding remarks by reiterating his faith 
in democratic socialism.

In the weeks following the Faridabad session, the warring groups 
prepared themselves for the next round of confrontation. The 
unexpected death of Dr. Zakir Hussain, President of India, and the 
choice of his successor became the new bone of contention between 
the warring groups. Indira Gandhi preferred a President of her choice 
with whom she would have a rapport. Her opponents in the Party 
wanted to have a President of their choice. Their choice was Sanjiva 
Reddy, who was then the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. The decision was 
to be taken at the Central Parliamentary Board meeting at Bangalore 
on the eve of the AlCC session. She assumed control of the Finance 
ministry and declared the nationalization of 14 major banks by a 
presidential ordinance within days of the Bangalore meeting. This 
was welcomed enthusiastically by the people. This was her way of 
showing to the Syndicate that she was the one in control. Following 
this, Morarji Desai resigned from the Cabinet.

However, V.V. Giri, who was the acting President, announced his 
candidature for the Presidentship as an independent. The Syndicate 
was surprised by this move of a veteran Congress leader to oppose the 
official party nominee. Meanwhile, Giri appealed for a “conscience 
vote”. This was probably the first time that such an appeal had been 
made. Over the years, elections had been conducted on party basis 
leaving no scope for the voter to exercise his franchize according to 
his conscience. It was considered that a conscience vote would break 
party discipline with dangerous consequences for the stability of the 

Government, if the party happened to be in power. Giri’s plea created 
a new situation. At the end of it all, Giri got elected with the support 
of one-third of the party MPs and MLAs, turning the course of the 
history of the Congress Party.

Nijalingappa served show-cause notices on Central Ministers 
for violating party discipline and voting for Giri. Indira Gandhi 
questioned his authority to take action against party MPs over the 
head of the CPP. There were over 100 MPs who favoured disciplinary 
action against those who voted for Giri. They wanted to precipitate 
a showdown if the CWC failed to act. Indira Gandhi countered this 
with a threat to recommend dissolution of the Lok Sabha.

In the next few weeks, the events took the direction of a compromise. 
The CWC came out with a resolution on the need to avert a split in the 
party. The move for disciplinary action was given up. The supporters 
of Indira Gandhi in CWC relented in their attack on the Syndicate 
and Nijalingappa. In the process, the Syndicate lost its strength to 
a considerable extent. Nijalingappa, however, warned against the 
“personality cult” developing in the country, referring indirectly to the 
signature campaign started by Indira Gandhi to convene a meeting of 
AlCC to replace Nijalingappa by a leader of her own choice.

The CWC soon met under Nijalingappa and expelled Indira Gandhi 
from the party and directed the CPP to elect a new leader. One 
group rejected this directive leading to a formal split creating two 
Working Committees and two CPPs. The group owing allegiance to 
Nijalingappa, now called Congress (0) did not have enough strength 
to stake its claim to run the Government, The group owing allegiance 
to Indira Gandhi, called Congress (R) had to rely on independents 
and certain opposition groups like the communists, DMK, etc., for 
support. Two hundred twenty of the party’s Lok Sabha MPs supported 
Indira and only 68 went with the Syndicate. In the AICC, 446 out of 
705 members joined the Congress (R). The formal split at the national 
level had its repercussions elsewhere in the country and the party 
split into two in all the states.

ThE AfTERmATh Of ThE sPLIT 
Meanwhile, Indira Gandhi’s group held its AlCC meeting at which 
Nijalingappa was replaced by Subramaniam as Congress President, an 
interim arrangement till regular election took place. Now her position 
as leader ,of the party and the government was established. 

In pursuance of the Congress Party resolutions, Indira Gandhi 
initiated steps on many fronts. She set up the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Trade Practices Commission in 1969 to check 
concentration of economic power. The existing land reform laws 
were to be implemented stringently. The Fourth Five-Year Plan was 
launched. Due to this programme, her support among the poor and 
middle classes increased. Another step was the abolition of privy 
purses and other privileges of the ex-rulers of the Princely States. 
The legislative measure to carry this out was adopted in the Lok 
Sabha but lost in the Rajya Sabha. The purpose was then achieved 
through a presidential order derecognizing the Princes. The Supreme 
Court struck this down. This provoked Indira Gandhi to seek a fresh 
mandate from the electorate after dissolving the Lok Sabha. 
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GARIbI hATAO 
Elections to the Lok Sabha were held in 1971, a year ahead of the 
schedule. This was the first time that Indira Gandhi was contesting 
elections on her own. She gave the pro-poor slogan of ‘Garibi Hatao’ 
highlighting the need for removal of poverty and hunger. Her opponents 
turned the campaign into an effort for removing her from power. 
When asked by the press about the major issues in the campaign, she 
said, “I am the issue.” Her rivals called for ‘Indira Hatao’ to which she 
responded with ‘Garibi Hatao’.

In this mid-term poll, the Congress (R) secured an overwhelming 
majority winning 352 out of 518 seats in the Lok Sabha. One of the first 
acts of the government now was to amend the Constitution to delete 
property rights from the list of fundamental rights and to abolish privy 
purses. In the elections to five state assemblies too, the Congress (R) 
performed well. As a result, the Election Commission recognized it 
as the real Congress, allowed it to call itself Indian National Congress 
without any suffix and restored the frozen Congress symbol of two 
bullocks to it. But, Indira Gandhi’s supporters preferred the “Calf 
and Cow” symbol it had adopted after the 1969 split and dropped the 
suffix “R”. The morale in the Congress Party was boosted by the way 
Indira Gandhi carried on the administration and projected the image 
of the country.

fORmATIOn Of bAnGLADEsh
 Around that time, a liberation movement had begun in East Pakistan 
under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. On 25 March 1971, 
Pakistani armed forces cracked down upon the civilian people of East 
Pakistan and perpetrated genocide on an unprecedented scale. About 
10 million refugees migrated from East Pakistan and took shelter in 
India, leading her to point out that, “an internal problem of Pakistan has 
become an internal problem of India also.” Human rights were violated 
and world opinion went against Pakistan. Indira Gandhi stood by the 
suffering people. On 3 December 1971, Pakistan attacked India. India 
reacted by recognizing the provisional government of Bangladesh and 
joined with Mukti Bahini of Bangladesh to resist Pakistan. War with 
Pakistan broke out on both the eastern and north-western fronts. On 
16 December, Pakistani army in East Bengal surrendered and East 
Pakistan was liberated. A new nation known as Bangladesh emerged. 
With the surrender of Pakistan in the eastern front, Indira Gandhi 
declared unilateral cease-fire and a battered Pakistan had no option 
but to accept it.

Indira Gandhi was at the height of her power in the wake of the 
1971 war. She was hailed as Durga, an incarnation of Shakti. The war 
was seen as her personal success. After all, she had mobilized world 
opinion on Bangladesh, travelling to all the major capitals of the world 
except the US which was avowedly hostile. The political fallout of the 
war was evident in the electoral success of the party in the Assembly 
Elections of March 1972. It won everywhere, including West Bengal. 
Soon after this, in 1974, India successfully performed an underground 
nuclear detonation and became a member of the nuclear club. Despite 
this, she continued to favour disarmament. At a UN conference on 
human environment held in 1972 at Stockholm, she also stressed the 
importance of environmental conservation.

The growing popularity of Indira Gandhi and the Congress could not 
be borne by the opposition parties, particularly those who had left 
the Congress, and the rightist groups. They all combined in a Grand 
Alliance on the eve of the 1971 elections. The Grand Alliance parties 
however did not fare well in the elections. This was an unnatural 
coming together of the leftist and rightist groups, inspired solely by 
anti-Congress sentiments. There was no other meeting ground in terms 
of either agenda or ideology. In desperation to unseat the Congress, 
they decided to support any movement which was opposed to the 
government. An unfavourable atmosphere loomed in the economic 
crisis resulting from the impact of immigration of Bangladeshi refugees 
and the subsequent war with Pakistan, rising prices, food shortages 
and growing scarcity of jobs which caused much disaffection. Other 
facets of the crisis included the drain of foreign reserves and drought 
due to monsoon failure in 1972 and 1973. The oil shock of 1973 led to 
a spurt in the prices of petroleum goods, and foreign exchange reserves 
in many countries decreased appreciably. There were food riots in many 
areas and soon this disaffection led to large-scale industrial unrest. 
Strikes occurred in many areas during 1972 and 1973 leading to a 22-
day all-India railway strike in May 1974. The strike was repressed and 
the government’s popularity among the working class suffered another 
setback. In UP, in May 1973, the Armed Constabulary mutinied, leading 
to a violent clash with the army sent in to suppress it, killing more 
than 35 constables and soldiers. Demonstrations, protests and strikes 
continued during the years 1974 and 1975.

fACTORs LEADInG TO ThE EmERGEnCy 
Two mass agitations in Bihar and Gujarat were launched turning the 
socioeconomic discontent into a political movement. In January 1974 
in Gujarat, popular anger over high food prices created conditions of 
anarchy. This was expressed as a student movement and supported by 
opposition parties. Strikes, arson, looting and rioting became rampant. 
President’s rule was imposed in the state followed by the dissolution of 
the Assembly and fresh elections to it were announced for June 1975. 
Soon after this, in Bihar, a students’ movement against the government 
was launched in March 1974. It was led by Jayaprakash Narayan who 
gave a call for ‘total revolution’. He came out of political retirement and 
demanded the resignation of the Congress government in Bihar, and 
asked people to pay no taxes and establish parallel people’s governments 
across the state. It was supported by students, traders, middle classes 
and a section of the intelligentsia. This was an extra-constitutional 
and undemocratic movement aimed at unseating the government at 
any cost. The students clashed with the police on several occasions, 
leading to 27 deaths in one week. The movement gradually spread to 
other parts of the country as well. Indira Gandhi refused to succumb 
to this pressure and did not dissolve the assembly. The movement lost 
its strength by the end of 1974. The student support dwindled; the poor 
had never really been mobilized. Indira Gandhi challenged Jayaprakash 
Narayan to a real electoral battle rather than this unconstitutional 
approach which he had adopted.

However, the electoral battle was sidelined by the verdict of the 
Allahabad High Court against Indira Gandhi in the election petition 
filed by Raj Narain, who had opposed her in her constituency in the 
Lok Sabha polls and lost. Justice Sinha had dismissed the more serious 
charges and had convicted Indira Gandhi on the technical and trivial, 
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even frivolous offences against the election law. The verdict charged 
her with violating the election law to win her seat and invalidated 
her election, disallowing her from contesting elections for six years. 
Indira Gandhi rejected this verdict and appealed to the Supreme Court 
which allowed her to continue in office. Soon, the results of the Gujarat 
assembly elections showed that Congress had secured 75 seats as against 
87 of the opposing Janata Party in a house of 182.

These two events strengthened the Janata Party and soon they 
demanded that Indira Gandhi should resign. On 25 June 1975, in 
Delhi, they announced that a campaign of mass agitation and civil 
disobedience to force her to resign would be launched on 29 June. 
Jayaprakash Narayan asked the people to obstruct the functioning of 
the government and asked the army, police and bureaucracy to disobey 
this ‘corrupt’ government. In response, Indira Gandhi declared a state 
of internal emergency in the country on 26 June 1975.

The JP movement suffered from many shortcomings. Even though 
Jayaprakash Narayan could not be faulted on his integrity and 
selflessness, his ideology remained vague. During the 1950S, he 
criticised parliamentary democracy and advocated a partyless 
democracy. During this movement in Bihar, he advocated ‘total 
revolution’. But he never really defined its political, social or economic 
implications. He himself was not an authoritarian leader but the 
ambiguity of his ideas provided scope for totalitarian elements. It led 
him to accept support from parties which had nothing in common with 
his ideas or agenda. Communal groups like Jan Sangh and Jamaat-i-
Islami, the RSS, Socialists and Naxalites – all entered his movement 
making it impossible to outline any coherent political ideology. The 
good organizational strength of the RSS and Jan Sangh soon dominated 
the cadre of the movement, with Jayaprakash Narayan remaining 
only responsible for mass mobilization. The undemocratic nature 
of the movement was evident in its aim of wanting to overthrow the 
government in Bihar and the Central government at any cost.

The methodology adopted by the movement was also unconstitutional. 
Demonstrations and rallies, gheraos of the legislatures and government 
offices were aimed at forcing the government and the legislators to 
resign. The army, police and civil services were encouraged to disobey 
the government. On 25 June 1975, they declared their intention of 
gheraoing the PM’s residence to force her to resign. They wished to 
intimidate her into giving up office.

The period of the emergency saw the suspension of normal political 
procedures and fundamental rights, arrests of the leaders of the Grand 
Alliance, and enforcement of press censorship and strict discipline. 
Extreme communal and leftist organizations were banned. More than 
one lakh people were arrested over the 19 months of the Emergency. 
Powers of the judiciary were reduced drastically. Unlimited state and 
party power was concentrated in the hands of the Prime Minister. 

Vast sections of the population welcomed it initially since general 
administration improved. But, civil rights activists took exception to the 
curbs on freedom of expression and personal liberties. Unfortunately, 
in certain spheres, over-enthusiasm led to compulsion in enforcement 
of certain programmes like compulsory sterilization and clearance 
of slums. Sanjay Gandhi had, by then, emerged as a leader of great 
significance. It was due to his support to family planning that the 

government decided to pursue it more vigorously. He also promoted 
slum clearance, anti-dowry measures and promotion of literacy but 
in an arbitrary and authoritarian manner much to the annyonce of 
the popular opinion. 

GEnERAL ELECTIOns AnD ThE jAnATA PhAsE 
On 18 January 1977, Indira Gandhi ordered elections to the Lok 
Sabha, releasing political prisoners and removing curbs on freedom 
of expression. The decision to call off the Emergency and hold the 
elections showed the strength of Indian democracy. The Grand Alliance 
fought these elections under the banner of Janata Party and secured 
an impressive victory, except in the southern states. It won 330 seats 
out of 542 in Lok Sabha. The Congress was defeated and it readily 
resigned from office. The world was impressed with this return to the 
democratic path in India. 

The Janata Party took over the reins of Government and set up the Shah 
Commission to inquire into the alleged emergency excesses. Jagjivan 
Ram and some other Congressmen left the party in February 1977 
and formed a new party known as Congress for Democracy. It joined 
forces with the Janata Party.

The impact of defeat in the general election in 1977 was severe. Congress 
could only win 154 seats in the Lok Sabha, Indira Gandhi herself was 
defeated in Rae Bareilly by Raj Narain. Sanjay Gandhi was defeated in 
Amethi. Congress did not get any Lok Sabha seat in UP, Bihar, Haryana 
and Punjab; Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan returned only one member 
each to the Lok Sabha on the Congress ticket. The performance in West 
Bengal, Orissa and Gujarat was equally dismal. Only the South stood 
by the Congress solidly and Maharashtra gave a marginal majority to 
the Congress. Y.B. Chavan, was chosen as the leader of the Congress 
Party in the Parliament. 

On the organizational front there was almost a knee-jerk reaction. 
Many people demanded the resignation of the Congress President 
and members of the Working Committee. Indira Gandhi accepted 
the verdict of the people and assumed the responsibility of the defeat. 
A section of the Congress leaders demanded that Congress must get 
rid of Indira Gandhi and her supporters. K. Brahmananda Reddy was 
elected Congress President defeating Siddhartha Shankar Ray and 10 
members were elected to the Working Committee. 

The 81-year old Morarji Desai took over as the Prime Minister in 
March 1977. One of the first acts of his government was the dismissal 
of Congress ministries in 9 states. In the ensuing elections, in June 
1977, the Janata Party won in 7 states. Sanjiva Reddy was elected as 
President in July 1977 with the support of the Janata Party and its  
allies. The Janata government spent the first two weeks in euphoria 
and in dismantling the structures of the Emergency. Indira Gandhi 
was found guilty of committing a breach of privilege of the Parliament 
and sent to Tihar Jail from the Lok Sabha. All such actions only helped 
to generate sympathy in her favour among the public.

Indira Gandhi was soon engaged in regaining the lost confidence of 
the people. An incident in July 1977 in Bihar (Belchi) where Harijans 
were massacred provided an opportunity for her to visit the place and 
express her sympathies in the cause of the downtrodden. This helped 
in her campaign when she contested the bye-election to the Lok Sabha 
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from the Chikmagalur constituency in Karnataka held in November 
1978. She was returned to the Lok Sabha and took her place as the 
leader of the Opposition.

In the meanwhile, ministers deposing before the Shah Commission 
squarely placed the blame for the Emergency on Indira Gandhi’s 
shoulders. The Janata Party and a section of the Congress leaders started 
a campaign against her on all fronts. She was arrested on 3 October 1977 
on the charge of abusing the office of the Prime Minster by obtaining 
illegal benefits from industrialists by seeking some jeeps for her party 
candidates in the election of 1977. The whole nation was stunned at the 
triviality of the allegations. However, the next day the judge acquitted 
her by pointing out that there was no case.

The AICC was summoned to condemn the atrocious, vindictive act 
of the Janata Party government but instead of condemning the Janata 
government’s action, the session criticized Indira Gandhi and her so-
called coterie. Hereafter, she was ignored in major party decisions. In 
the selection of party candidates for the Assembly elections in June 
1977 neither her services were called for nor was she consulted in major 
policy matters. So, her supporters started a move to have a requisition 
meeting of the AICC members to replace K. Brahmananda Reddy and 
elect Indira Gandhi as the Congress President.

The Janata Party failed to deal with many important problems. Social 
tensions in rural areas accelerated; their opposition to Nehruvian 
economic policies did not bring out any alternative framework; 
inflation rose to more than 20 per cent in 1979. On top of this, the  
constituent parties of Janata Party started clashing with each other. 
Soon, the party broke up in 1979 with Charan Singh forming a 
government that lasted only a few months.

sECOnD sPLIT AnD InDIRA GAnDhI’s RETuRn TO 
POwER 
A National Convention of Congress workers was held in Delhi on 1 and 
2 January 1978. Indira Gandhi was elected President and authorized 
to constitute the Working Committee, Central Parliamentary Board 
office bearers, Provincial Congress Committees CPCCs) and other 
subordinate Congress Committees. Ultimately, the Party split formally. 

Elections were to be held in Andhra, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Assam 
and Arunachal Pradesh in February 1978. The Election Commission 
refused to recognize Indira’s group as the Congress. So the symbol 
of “Calf and Cow” was retained by the other faction led by S’anjiva 
Reddy and the suffix “I” was added to the faction led by Indira Gandhi. 
A new reserved symbol “Hand” was allotted to the party. The Party 
headquarters and bank accounts were not given to the faction led by 
Indira Gandhi. So, a new party headquarters was established at 24, 
Akbar Road. For all legal purposes, this party was considered as a new 
Party and the other faction was called “Congress” till Congress (I) was 
recognized as “Congress” by a court verdict in 1982. However, people 
gave their verdict in favour of Indira Gandhi’s party much earlier by 
putting her party in, power with two-thirds majority in Andhra and 
Karnataka. In Maharashtra, it swept the Vidarbha region by winning 
almost all the seats. As no party got a clear majority in Maharashtra, a 
coalition government of the two factions of the Congress was formed. In 
Assam, the party did not do well and won only eight seats. However, the 

victory spree demonstrated the popular support which Indira enjoyed. 
The common people saw the attempts by the Janata government to 
imprison her as vindictive and sympathized with her.

By the end of 1979, elections were ordered to the Lok Sabha, two years 
ahead of schedule and Indira Gandhi’s Congress was returned with 
a thumping majority of 353 out of 529 seats giving it a two-thirds 
majority. She became the Prime Minister once again in 1980. One of the 
first acts of the Congress government was to dissolve the governments 
in nine states where the Janata Party ruled. In the subsequent elections, 
the Congress swept the polls in all these states except in Tamil Nadu. 
Now, 15 out of 22 states were under Congress rule.

Soon after she assumed office, Sanjay Gandhi was killed in an air crash. 
After getting over this personal loss, Indira Gandhi devoted herself 
vigorously to the problems awaiting to be resolved. An important event 
of that period was the Summit Meeting of Non-Aligned Movement 
hosted by India in March 1983. Her contribution in shaping the 
NAM was regarded quite significant. Similarly, she took an active 
role in the meeting of Commonwealth Heads of Government Meet 
(CHOGM) and many other international forums. Indira Gandhi’s 
growing popularity attracted many youngsters to the Congress. By 
then Kamaraj had died and his supporters in Tamil Nadu returned 
to the Congress (I).

In this period, growing communal, linguistic and caste conflicts were 
issues of major concern. Moreover, terrorism raised its head in Punjab, 
Kashmir and Assam. Besides these, the problem of the people of Indian 
origin in Sri Lanka was becoming complex. In Assam, the problem 
centred on illegal Bangladeshi immigrants. In Sri Lanka, she supported 
the aspirations of the people of Indian origin, without affecting the 
national integrity and sovereignty of Sri Lanka.

In Punjab, the Akali Dal presented a series of demands, including 
formation of a separate Khalistan. The Government was prepared to 
concede anything but secession. The terrorists, backed by Pakistan, 
were disrupting law and order, gunning down innocent people and 
damaging public property. In dealing with legitimate demands, she 
had earlier accepted the demand for a Punjabi-speaking state in 
March 1966 and made Chandigarh a Union Territory which would be 
the capital of both Punjab and Haryana. This took away the political 
grounding of the Akali Dal and now, they started taking up more and 
more communal demands and terrorism struck root in Punjab. The 
terrorists were targeting Hindus and creating a reign of terror in the 
state. In 1984, Indira Gandhi ordered the Indian Army to liberate 
the Golden Temple in Amritsar from the hold of terrorists. This was 
portrayed as an attack on the Sikh community and their religion and 
calls for revenge were raised by terrorists against her. On 31 October 
1984, she was shot dead by two of her own security men. She thus 
paid the ultimate price in the service of the nation, trying to retain its 
integrity and secular character. 

Indira was a lion-hearted lady who successfully steered the country 
through some of its worst economic’ and political crises. She won the 
hearts of the poor and they responded to her assassination as if they 
had lost their protector. Kitchen fires were not lit for days in the huts of 
the poor in remote villages as the news spread that she was no more. v
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Nation pays glowing tributes 

to Bharat Ratna Shri Rajiv 

Gandhi on his birth anniversary 

on 20th August

BIHAR
Patna: Bihar Pradesh Congress Committee 
Sewadal paid tributes to Bharat Ratna Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his birth anniversary at 
the Sadaquat Ashram here on 20th August, 
2013.

Sewadal workers garlanded the photo of 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi and thereafter went to 
the main hospital and distributed fruit and 
biscuits to the inmates of the hospital.

Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Committee Scheduled Caste Department 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his birth anniversary here 
on 20th August, 2013.

SC Department Chairman, Shri Umesh 
Kumar Ram garlanded the photograph of 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi and recalled his services 
for the nation and praised him. The office-
bearers then went to the Government 
Referal Hospital and distributed bread and 
fruit among the hospital inmates.

gopalganj:  The District  Congress 
Committee paid tributes to the former 
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 
birth anniversary here on 20th August, 
2013.

The District Congress President, Smt. 
Rajkumari Gupta garlanded the photograph 
of Rajivji and recalled about the big works 
of development that were done by him in 

his short life.

Also present were Shri Radharaman Singh, 
Shri Neyaiz Ahmed, Shri Sudhanshu Kumar 
Dwivedi, Vice-President, Shri Umesh 
Srivastav, Shri Anirudh Prasad and Shri 
Sudhir Kumar.

sasaram: The District Congress Committee 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his birth anniversary and 
celebrated it as the Food Security Diwas at 
the Indira Gandhi Ashram here on 20th 
August, 2013.

Distr ic t  C ongress  Pres ident ,  Shr i 
Shivnarayan Singh Yadav presided over 
the function and recalled the services of 
Rajiv Gandhiji.

Karakat Lok Sabha delegate, Shri Manoj 
Kumar Singh said that it was the dream of 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi that the benefits of all 
welfare schemes of the UPA government 
reaches out to the poor and they do not 
sleep empty-stomach.

Also present were Shri Girish Chandra 
Jaiswal, Shri Krishnamurti, Shri Santosh 
Mishra, Shri Chandrama Ram, Shri 
Muktinarayan Mishra, Dr. Javed Akhtar, 
Shri Hasan Nizami, Shri Lalit Thakur, 
Simranjit Singh with others.

DELHI
new delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) President Shri Jai 
Prakash Agarwal, MP said at a meeting to 
mark the 69th Birth Anniversary of former 
Prime Minister, Bharat Ratna Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi, at the DPCC office, Rajiv Bhawan 
here on 20th August, 2013, that if India 
was a fast developing world economy and 

power in its own rights now, it was due to 
the vision, foresight and the hard work 
put in by Shri Rajiv Gandhi, who had set 
the ball rolling to make India a modern, 
technologically-driven and advanced 
nation. Shri Agarwal exhorted the Congress 
worker to come forward and work hard 
to realize Rajivji’s dream of making India 
a world power in every respect. Shri Jai 
Prakash Agarwal and other leaders offered 
floral tributes to the portrait of Rajivji.

Besides DPCC President Shri Jai Prakash 
Agarwal, Prominently present at the 
meeting were Deputy Speaker of Delhi 
Vidhan Sabha Amrish Gautam, MLAs Jai 
Kishan, Vipin Sharma, Sewa Dal Chief 
Organizer Dineshwar Tyagi, East Delhi 
MCD opposition leader Smt. Varyam Kaur, 
Municipal Councillors Devraj Arora, Savita 
Sharma, Zakir Khan, Aas Mohammad, 
Rattan Singh Panwar, Rajiv Verma, PCC 
office-bearers Suresh Malik, Bhisham 
Sharma, Sunil Anand, S.K. Puri, Savitri 
Tomar, Muzzamil Siddiqui, Hari Kishan 
Jindal, Alok Sharma, Lal Chand Chandeliya, 
Navinpal Singh Bhandari, Naresh Sharma 
Neetu, Anurudh Lal, C.P. Mittal, Surender 
Solanki, Ishwar Bagri, Madan Khorwal, P.K. 
Mishra, Kiran Kapoor, Mahender Gupta, 
Dr. Naresh Kumar, Bhushan Tyagi and large 
number in Congress workers.

On the occasion, a 22-minute documentary 
on the life of Shri Rajiv Gandhi was 
screened at the Rajiv Bhawan hall. The film 
fully captured the mesmerizing persona of 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, whose destiny it seemed 
was to guide India to a new, modern dawn 
before his young life was cut short by the 
cruel hands of destiny. “Rajiv Gandhi amar 
rahe, Rajiv Gandhi amar rahe, jab tak suraj 
chand rahega, Rajiv tera naam rahega” 
slogan rent the air at Rajiv Bhawan as 
thousands of Congress workers and leaders 
assembled here after the morning prayer-
meeting at Veer Bhumi at Rajghat.
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Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal said Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi had dreamt of a bright future for 
India, and the country was now heading 
towards realizing Rajivji’s dream of 
making India a modern, technologically 
advanced,  employment-generat ing 
country which could compete with the 
best in the world on an even footing. He 
said every Indian should take a pledge to 
realize Rajivji’s dream of making India 
a world power, where the poor and the 
Dalits would be able to improve their 
lot, and be like equals like the rest of the 
advanced population.

new delhi: As a gesture of tributes to 
our beloved leader, Bharat Ratna former 
Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi, on 
his 69th birth anniversary, the Delhi 
Pradesh Mahila Congress organized 
a  convent ion on the  theme t it led 
“Empowered Women… Empowered 
India”, at Mavalankar Hall, New Delhi on 
17th August, 2013.

The convention was inaugurated by Shri 
Motilal Vora, Treasurer AICC and the 
official website of Delhi Pradesh Mahila 
Congress was also launched by Smt. 
Mohsina Kidwai, CWC member and Smt. 
Anita Verma, President, AIMC.

The welcome address was given by Smt. 
Onika Mehrotra, President DPMC. About 
3000 women attended the convention 
which was addresses by distinguished 
guest.

Eminent speakers for the convention 
were:- Smt. Shiela Dixit Chief Minister, 
Delhi, Shri J.P. Aggarwal MP, President 
DPCC, Shri Kuljeet Nagra MP, Shri Kapil 
Sibbal Union Minister, Smt. Krishna 
Tirath, Minister of Women & Child 
Development, Shri Ramesh Kumar MP, 
Shri Yoganand Shastri, MP, Shri Mahabal 
Misra, MP and Shri Mukesh Goyal.

HARYANA
gurgaon: The Haryana Pradesh Congress 
Committee paid tributes to former Prime 

Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his birth 
anniversary by organizing a huge Panchayat 
rally at Gaddi Patti Hodal in Palwal district 
on 20th August, 2013.

Tributes were also paid to Martyr 
Rajbir Singh

This Panchayat has an historic importance 
as martyr Rajbir Singh belonged to this 
village. Tributes were paid to Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi and Shri Rajbir Singh by the women 
Sarpanch, Smt. Murti Devi and the function 
was presided over by Haryana Pradesh 
Congress Committee Spokesperson, Shri 
Khazan Singh. Union Minister, Shri V. 
Kishore Chandra Dev was the chief guest.

Faridabad: The Congress workers, led by 
District Congress President, Shri V.R. Ojha, 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his birth anniversary here 
on 20th August, 2013.

The Congressmen paid tributes to Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi by garlanding his statue at the Rajiv 
Gandhi crossing.

Those present were Shri Anand Kaushik 
(MLA), Shri Satvir Dagar, Shri Dharamvir 
Badhana, Shri Ramesh Sharma, Shri O.P. 
Dhama, Shri Prabhu Jha, Shri Anil Sharma, 
Shri Sanjay Solanki with many others.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Record blood donation 

shimla: The Himachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee, led by its President, Thakur 
Sukwinder Sukhu, paid tributes to former 
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 

birth anniversary on 20th August, 2013.

Shri Sukhwinder Sukhu garlanded the 
photograph of Shri Rajiv Gandhi and 
thereafter inaugurated the blood-donation 
camp. It was for the first time in history 
that 915 units of blood were collected 
throughout the state.

Chief Minister, Shri Virbhadra Singh 
also addressed the Congressmen at Rajiv 
Bhawan and paid tributes to Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi. He recalled his services for the 
nation. Shri Sukhu also donated blood at 
the camp.

Several women leaders including former 
Shimla Mayor, Madhu Sood and Youth 
Congress President, Monika Bharti and 
Youth Congress members donated blood.

shimla: Himachal Pradesh Congress Sewa 
Dal paid tributes to the former Prime 
Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his birth 
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anniversary here on 20th August, 2013.

They also organized blood-donation camp 
and 37 units of blood was collected. The 
function was attended by District Congress 
President, Shri Rahul Thakur, former MLA, 
Ms. Krishna Mohini, Himachal Pradesh 
Sewa Dal Chief Organiser, Shri Hari Mohan 
Sharma with others.

ODISHA
Bhubaneswar : Rajiv Gandhi Study 
Circle, Odisha & Odisha Rajiv Gandhi 
Student’s Forum jointly observed the 
69th Birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi along with Felicitation 
ceremony of Rajiv Gandhi Chhatra 
Prativa Puraskar-2013 organized on 
20th August, 2013 at Jayadev Bhawan, 

Bhubaneswar. The function was presided 
by Students’ Forum State President Shri. 
Satyabrata Nayak. His Excellency Dr. S.C. 
Jamir, Governor of Odisha inaugurated 
the function as Chief Guest and offered 
flower to the portrait of late Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi. Dr. Jamir recollected Rajiv 
Gandhi’s contribution to the nation. The 
charming personality, amicable nature 
and ever smiling face of Rajiv Gandhi 
would be remembered for all time to 
come, “Governor Dr. Jamir added. His 
only craving was to make India strong 
and lift her people from poverty to enjoy 
a life of equality with dignity. Governor 
Dr. Jamir said Rajiv’s contribution to 
country’s education, health care, three 
tire Panchayati Raj system and to the 
science and technology was exemplary 
and incomparable.

His Excellency Dr. Jamir Hon’ble Governor 
of Odisha gave away the prestigious “Rajiv 
Gandhi Chhatra Prativa Puraskar” for the 
year 2013 to the 50 students of Odisha who 
were topper in+3 University Examination 
from Utkal University and Ravenshaw 
University.

TAMILNADU
trichy: The Congressmen paid tributes 
to both, former Prime Minister Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi and former TNCC President 
and AICC General Secretary Shri G.K. 
Moopanar on their birth anniversaries 
respectively on 20th August, 2013 and 19th 
August, 2013.

Their photographs were garlanded 
by Tamilnadu PCC Member, Shri B. 
Balasubramanian and he also distributed 
sweets. The function was attended by party 
office-bearers and Congress workers.

ANDHRA PRADESH
Kranti Diwas, Independence Day 

Celebrated
hyderabad: As a remembrance of the Quit 
India Movement Day, the Andhra Pradesh 
Congress Committee celebrated the Quit 
India Day as the ‘Kranti Diwas’ here on 9th 
August, 2013.

APCC President, Shri Botcha Satyanarayana 
hoisted the Party flag at the Gandhi Bhawan 
and said that on 9th August, 1942, Mahatma 
Gandhi had launched the civil disobedience 
movement in India against the Britishers 
which triggered the freedom struggle.

On 15th August, the APCC celebrated the 
Independence Day and APCC President, 
Shri Botcha Satyanarayana hoisted the 
National Flag and highlighted the sacrifices 
made by Mahatma Gandhi and several 
freedom fighters.

The function was attended by Chief Minister, 
N. Kiran Kumar Reddy, Deputy Chief 
Minister, Shri Damodar C. Rajanarsimha, 
Ministers, MPs, Legislators and party 
office-bearers.

BIHAR
Youth Congress Submit Demands

Aara: The Youth Congress ghearoed the 
District Collector’s office and submitted 
their ten-point demands to the District 
Collector here on 2nd July, 2013.

The youths were led by District Youth 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Ashok 
Kumar Chaudhary who said that the state 
government should immediately disburse 
the unemployment allowance to the 
youth. Other speakers also said that the 
unemployed graduate youths should be 
given employment.

Fatal attack condemned 
Aara: The City Congress Sewa Dal held 
a protest rally here on 9th August, 2013 
against the fatal attack on Pradesh Congress 
representative Shri Pramod Rai on 25th 
July, 2013.

The rally was organized by the Pradesh 
Scheduled Caste Department convenor, 
Shri J.D. Ahmad. The rally was participated 
by City MLAs and party office-bearers.

Independence Day Celebrated
gopalganj: District Congress Committee, 
led by its President, Smt. Rajkumari Gupta, 
celebrated the Independence Day here on 
15th August, 2013.

Smt. Gupta unfurled the National Flag 
and asked the Congress workers to work 
unitedly for the welfare of the people. 
She also asked them to keep the spirit of 
Sadbhavana alive in the hearts of the people 
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and to live with mutual love and harmony.

Others present were Shri Radharaman 
Singh, Shri Pankaj Kumar Tiwari, Shri 
Dhananjay Kumar Dwivedi, Shri Umesh, 
Shri Manoj Kumar Mishra, Shri Dinesh 
Upadhaya, Shri Ravi Ranjan with others.

Workshop on Food Security 
ordinance

gopalganj:  The District  Congress 
Committee organized a one-day workshop 
for the Congressmen and to explain them 
about the Food Security ordinance here on 
17th August, 2013.

The workshop was organized by Coordinator 
Shri Mansoor Alam and Pradesh Congress 
Sewa Dal Organizer, Shri Premnath Rai 
Sharma explained abouth the ordinance.

Also present were District Congress 
President, Smt. Raj Kumari Gupta, former 
MLA, Shri Nand Kishore Arya, Shri Dilshad 
Khan, Tahir Hussain of INTUC, Shri 
Upendra Prasad, Shri Mukesh Kumar, Shri 
Imamul Haq of Youth Congress, Shri Vinay 
Kumar and Shri Dhannu Raja.

Kranti Diwas Held
muzaffarpur: The District Congress Sewa 
Dal, under the leadership of Shri Sanjay 
Kumar, Chairman celebrated the August 
Kranti Diwas here on 9th August, 2013.

The Sewa Dal workers paid tributes to 
Shahid Jubba Sahani and Shahid Bangur 
Sahani by garlanding their statues.

Later on 15th August, the Sewa Dal workers 
celebrated the Independence Day and 
hoisted the national flag at the Congress 
office at Tilak Marg.

Tributes to Dr. Hardikar
Patna: The Congress Sewadal of Bhojpur 
District paid tributes to Sewadal founder 
Shri Narayan Subba Rao Hardikar here on 

26th August, 2013.

The District Congress Seva Dal also 
organized a debate on the Independence 
movement and the role of Dr. Hardikar. 
Pradesh Organizer, Shri Pramod Rai paid 
tributes by garlanding his photograph and 
recalling his services during the freedom 
movement.

Those who paid tr ibutes included 
Scheduled Caste Cell Chairman, Dr. Ashok 
Ram, District Congress President, Shri 
Ghanshyam Upadhaya, Shri Arun Singh, 
Shri Terendra Mishra with others.

CHHATTISGARH
Hearing aids given

raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Committee Handicap Cell organized a 
camp here at the Mahavir Bhawan to 
distribute free hearing aids.

The camp was organized by Pradesh 
Congress President, Shri Mahendra Kochar 
where 100 persons who had hearing 
problems were given hearing aids by 
Minister of State, Dr. Charan Das Mahant.

The Congress Handicap Cell has helped 
around 11,000 handicap persons in the 
past 11 years.

Road ditches to be named after 
ministers

raipur: The Raipur City Congress has 
decided to name ditches on the roads after 

the PWD minister, Shri Brijmohan Singh 
and Chief Minister, Shri Raman Singh and 
other ministers, depending upon the size 
of the ditch.

The City Congress President, Shri Vikas 
Upadhaya said at a Press meeting on 28th 
August, 2013 said that the roads in the 
capital city of Chhattisgarh was full of big 
ditches because of which movement of 
traffic has become a nightmare.

Shri Upadhaya said that these roads were 
made last year by the state PWD and could 
not stand the monsoon, which indicates the 
quality of material that was used to build 
these roads.

DAMAN AND DIU
Welcoming Rajiv Gandhi Jyoti 

Sadbhawana Yatra
daman: the 22nd Rajiv Gandhi Jyothi 
Sadbhawana Yatra which proceeded on 
9th of August, 2013 from Sriperumbadur 
towards New Delhi and which is going 
to pass from 9 states and 2 UT’s reached 
at Bhilad Check Post, Southern Part of 
Gujarat, Valsad District on 15th August, 
2013.

The Rajiv Jyothi accompanied by Shri 
Sudhakkar Reddy as Chairman of Yatra 
committee and Shri Prakasham GS KPCC 
alongwith 250 other members of KPCC was 
received with great honour and enthusiasm 
by Shri Vishal Tandelji, President Daman 
Diu TCC alongwith his entire team of 
DDTCC.

The 22nd “Rajiv Jyothi” was welcomed at 
the Gujarat Border at Bhilad by Shri Vishal 
Tandel, President DDTCC, Shri Vishnu 
Damanai, Shri Milan Desai, Shri Naresh 
Vadvi, Shri Shaukat Mithani, Shri Deepka 
Mistry Gujarat PYC, Shri Dhiru Dhodi, 
Shri Rudresh Tandel, Shri Rajendra Patel, 
Shri K.D. Tandel, Shri Aspi Damania, Shri 
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Mahesh Bagul.

DELHI
DPCC celebrates Independence 

Day
new delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 

Committee (DPCC) President and MP, 
Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, on the occasion 
of the 67th Independence Day flag-hoisting 
ceremony at the DPCC office, Rajiv Bhawan 
here on 15th August, 2013, said that the 
need of the hour was to carry forward 
the developmental works initiated by the 
Congress-led UPA Government at the 
Centre and fight the forces of disruption 
and terror. He said only by putting up a 
united front, the country could march 
ahead on the road to development and 
progress. Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal draping 
a shawl to Freedom Fighter Smt. Laxmi 
Ramayani gave her a warm welcome.

Besides Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal others 
present were PCC office-bearers Shri Suresh 
Malik, Shri Pradeep Sharma, Treasurer Shri 
Sunil Anand, Shri C.P. Mittal, Smt. Sushma 
Yadav Shri Sudesh Sangwan, Gopal Paharia, 
Shri Hari Kishan Jindal, Shri Dheerendra 
Tyagi, Shri Muzzamil Siddiqui, Dr. R.B. 
Singh, Smt. Savitri Tomar, Shri Sukhbir 
Sharma, Capt. Rama Arya, Shri Ishwar 
Bagari, Shri Satinder Sharma, Shri Bhushan 
Tyagi, Shri Vijay Mohan, Shri Mahender 
Gupta, Shri P.S. Bawa, Shri Kanwal Singh 
Negi, Shri Ishwar Saini, Shri Mukesh 
Narang and large number of Congress 

workers.

Shri Agarwal said it was essential that 
peace and calm should prevail in the 
society for prosperity and progress, so 
that people could carry on with the work 
of national development and help each 
other in their growth in every sense. He 
said the country, under the Congress-led 
UPA Government, was on the right side of 
development and the people should keep a 
watchful eye to ensure that no road-block 
is created in the country’s march towards 
progress and development, particularly in 
the educational sector, poverty alleviation 
and employment generation.

Shri Agarwal said under the dynamic 
guidance and leadership of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi, India would overcome all the 
obstacles on its path and march into a bright 
future. He said no power on earth can stop 
India’s march to a new dawn, a new era, as 
the Congress Party was determined to fulfill 
the dream of Gandhi and Nehru of making 
the country the greatest.

Shri Agarwal exhorted the youth of the 
country not to get caught in the games 
of the destructive forces, but uphold the 
ide3als of the great leaders of the country 
like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, Smt. Indira Gandhi 
and Shri Rajiv Gandhi and work for the 
development and growth of the country, 
to make not only their own future bright, 
but the future of the coming generation 
bright as well.

Thousands attend IYC festival
new delhi: Indian Youth Congress 
celebrated the annual function with pomp 
and show at the party headquarters.

Delhi Pradesh Youth Congress President, 

Shri Anil Malik while thanking the 
participants said that the youth shall 

truthfully pledge today to fulfill the dreams 
of their leaders by following on various 
programmes and shall continue the works 
of nation building.

Shri Anil Sharma, President of Badarpur 
Youth Congress thanked the participants 
and requested them to work unitedly for 
the DUSU elections and start propagating 
about the achievements of the Congress 
Party because Congress gives response 
to the needs of the youth. Indian Youth 
Congress Secretary, Shri Harsh Wardhan 
with other youth leaders participated in 
this function.

GUJARAT
Facts Speak about Gujarat

Ahmedabad: Leader of the opposition 
in the Gujarat Assembly, Shri Shanker 
Singh Vaghela said in a press conference 
that the Gujarat government boasts about 
encouraging farming in the state before 
every elections in its manifesto but does 
nothing care to implement their promise. 
During the past 12 years rule of Modi 
farming has diminished. Gujarat has 
experienced the maximum reduction in 
farming in the country. In 2001, there 
were 58 lakh farmers. According to 
government survey in 2005-06 showed 46 
lakh farmers and in the next five years the 
same proportion of reduction was shown 
in farmers. Most of the land in Gujarat 
has been sold for non-farming use. By the 
change in land use the state government is 
earning crores of rupees.

Shri Vaghela said that the state government 
use to boast about completing the Narmada 
Project by 2010 and it is still continuing 
as a promise in the year 2013. Around 
70-80 percent of work on sub-canals is 
still pending. The Gujarat government is 
propagating that the Prime Minister is 
not allowing the installation of gates of 
the dam but it is a fact that all the work 
of the Narmada Project is in the hands of 
Narmada Control Authority and the Prime 
Minister has no role in this. Despite getting 
permission for installing the Dam gates, 
no work on it is progressing because of 
which all the water of the dam flows into 
the sea and the farmers do not get water 
for irrigation.
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Shri Vaghela said that the state government 
boasts much about surplus electricity in the 
state but it is also a fact that around 10 lakh 
farmers are still waiting for a connection 
for the last ten to 12 years for irrigation 
purpose. The number of such farmers is 
rising. The BJP government of the state 
had promised removing the dark zone but 
the situation still remains the same. The 
Gujarat government is not in a position 
to provide power to the farmers and are 
increasing the rate of electricity day by 
day. The government which boasted of 
providing electricity for about 14 hours is 
deceiving the farmers who get only 6 to 8 
hours of electricity. This too is available in 
intervals and the farm work is obstructed 
several times. Despite all this the state 
government is talking of increase in farmer’s 
development percentage but what kind of 
increase? There has been increase in the 
number of suicide by farmers.

Though the farming is diminishing the 
farmers are getting better value of their 
produce because the Central government 
has announced increased Minimum 
Support Price for farm produce.

KARNATAKA
By-election Rallies

Bangalore: The two Lok Sabha By-
Poll Rallies were flagged off on 12th 
August, 2013 from Channapatna and 
Mandya for the election campaign of the 
Congress candidates Mr. D.K. Suresh 
from Kanakapura constituency and film 
actor Ramya from Mandya. Thousands of 
Congress workers attended the rally.

Channapatna is a Vokkaliga belt, more 
famously known as toy city in Karnataka. 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah along with 
Home Minister K.J. George and former 
ministers Smt. Mottama, Shri M.V. 
Rajashakaran, Shri C.M. Ebrahim and 

former Anglo Indian nominated MLA, Ivan 
Nigli attended the campaign along with 
other congress leaders.

The second campaign rally was kicked off 
from Mandya district. Dr. Parameshwar, 
the KPCC President, former Chief Minister, 
Shri S.M. Krishna, MLA D.K. Shiva Kumar 
and other Congress leaders attended rally.

MADHYA PRADESH
BJP has cheated the people of 

Madhya Pradesh
Bhopal: A large Congress public rally was 
held at Thandla in Jhabua district which is in 
the Adivasi belt of Madhya Pradesh on 29th 
August, 2013. The meeting was addressed 
by AICC General Secretary incharge, Shri 
Mohan Prakash, former Chief Minister, 
Shri Digvijay Singh, Pradesh President, 
Shri Kantilal Bhuria and the Leader of the 
Opposition, Shri Ajay Singh.

Shri Mohan Prakash while addressing the 

people said that dacoits and criminals are 
ruling the State Government and the whole 
state is in a state of anarchy and was neck-
deep in corruption. He said that expectation 
of development from this BJP Government 
was just not possible and amounted to 
cheating by the BJP government.

Shri Digvijay Singh, lauding the Adivasi 
leader, Mama Baleshwar Dayal, said that the 
BJP have wiped out the tradition of selfless 
service of Mama Baleshwar Dayal and are 
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indulging in corrupt practices.

Shri Prakash praised the work done by 
Congress Adivasi leader, Shri Kantilal 
Bhuria who had taken up works for the 
uplifment of Adivasis.

Dharna against Madhya Pradesh 
Government

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee organized the awakening 
week and the Congress workers led by 
senior leader Shri Soloman Babu staged 
a dharna at the Ashoka Garden in front 
of the Vidhan Sabha on 8th August, 2013 
to raise their voice and protest against the 
BJP government in the state of robbing the 
exchequer of core of rupees.

 Those who participated in the 
dharna included Shri Soloman Babu, MP 
Mahila Congress General Secretary, Smt. 
Ranjani Rawat, Shri Balwant Shakya, Shri 
Ravishankar Mishra, Backward Class Cell 
General Secretary, Shri Gopal Peria and 
Shri Kaptan Singh Yadav with others.

Memorandum to the Madhya 
Pradesh Governor

damoh: Congress workers,  led by 
former Madhya Pradesh Congress 
General Secretary, Smt. Dr. Manisha 
Dubey, Municipal Councillor of Patharia, 
Shri Laxman Singh and Patharia Block 
President, Shri Sanjay Jain handed out a 
memorandum to the State Governor on 
31st August, 2013.

The Congress workers were protesting 
against the state of anarchy that was 
prevailing in the state and the fatal attack 
on the former Chief Minister, Shri Digvijay 
Singh and the CLP leader, Shri Ajay Singh 
on 30th August, 2013.
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The signed memorandum stated that the 
law and orders situation in the State was 
very disturbing and there was anarchy 
everywhere. There was ample crime against 
women and the BJP ministers were busy 
making money through illegal mining and 
other vicious methods.

Political training camp
jabalpur: The City Congress Committee 
organized a political training camp here on 
18th August, 2013.

The camp was held to train Congress 
workers of the North-Central Vidhan 
Sabha constituency in which 32 topics 
were explained like the contribution of 
Congress, role of polling agent, role of 

booth manager, role of ward committees 
and others subjects.

The camp was inaugurated by City Congress 
President, Shri Dinesh Yadav and many 
speakers addressed the Congress workers.

Misguiding the Youth
jabalpur: The City Congress Committee 
Scheduled Caste Department has called 
a meeting of the Block Presidents here on 
26th August, 2013.

The meeting was presided over by City 
President Shri  Tarun Rohitas who 
addressing the Block Presidents said that 
the Congress-led UPA Government at the 
Centre sends funds to the state for various 
projects for the development of Dalit 
Adivasis but the BJP government in the state 
of Madhya Pradesh is misusing the funds.

The state government in the name of youth 
conference is misguiding the Dalit youth. 
Shri Rohitas said that due to heavy rains in 
the city many old houses were falling but 
the compensation by the state government 
of Rs. 2000 was just a drop in the ocean for 
the repair work. The Congress Party would 

request the state administration to consider 
a reasonable amount of Rs. 25,000 for this 
purpose.

MAHARASHTRA
Rahul Gandhi Student Mentor 

Project
mumbai: The Mumbai Regional Congress 
Committee (North East District) distributed 
free text books to the poor and needy 
college students of Mulund, Mumbai on 
the eve of Independence Day.

According to General Secretary, Shri V. 
Ingle, the text books were distributed under 
the ‘Rahul Gandhi Student Mentor Project’.

Texts books worth Rs. 650/- to Rs. 1200/- 
per set was given to 150 students studying 
in Arts, Science and Commerce streams.

TAMILNADU
Warm Welcome

trichy: A rousing and warm welcome 

was given to AICC General Secretary, 
Shri Mukul Wasnik and AICC Secretaries, 
Shri Dr. G. Chinna Reddy and Shri V.D. 
Satheesan and Tamilnadu Congress 
President, Shri B.S. Gnadesikan on their 
arrival here at the Srirangam Temple on 
19th July, 2013.

They were received and welcomed by 
State General Council Member, Shri 
B. Balasubramanian who greeted and 
honoured them with silk shawls and 
mementos at the main entrance of the 
temple.

UTTAR PRADESH
Decision Welcomed

Agra: Youth Congress workers of the 
Agra and Fatehpur Sekri region of Uttar 
Pradesh have welcomed the decision of 
the Congress high command in appointing 
Shri Upendra Singh as the District Youth 
Congress President.

The Youth Congress workers led by Shri 
Rakesh Kumar Baghel, General Secretary 
of the Lok Sabha constituency. Sweets were 
distributed and fire-crackers were bursted.

Others present were Dr. Neeraj Baghel, 
Shri Prayag Thekadar, Shri Jaiveer Singh, 
Dr. Rajesh Saxena, Shri Rajpal Singh 
Solanki, Ramjit Lodhi, Kharagjit Singh 
Lodhi, Rajendra Prasad, Vice-President, 
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Nation pays tribute to our freedom fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

MEETIng wITh foREIgn vISIToRS

dadabhai naoroji
Birth Anniversary
4th september

(1825 –1917)

Vinoba Bhave 
Birth Anniversary  
11th september

(1895-1982)

saheed Bhagat 
singh
death Anniversary   
28th september

(1907–1931)

dr. s. radhakrishan
Birth Anniversary
5th september

(1888–1975)

Annie Besant
death Anniversary
20th september

(1847–1933)

madhavrao scindia
death Anniversary
30th september

(1945–2001)

Shri Satyaprakash Lodhi, Shri Rajesh 
Mahar, Birendra Lodhi, Rahul Tiwari and 
Ramsewak Baghel.

Kranti Diwas Held
Kanpur: The Congressmen, under the 
leadership of former City Youth Congress 
President, Shri Pradeep Mishra remembered 
the freedom fighters on the ‘Kranti Diwas’ 
here on 9th August, 2013.

The function was held at the Nanarao Park 
where freedom fighters were honoured 
by the Union Coal Minister, Shri Sree 
Prakash Jaiswal and said that the services 
of Ranbukrio cannot be forgotten. Shri 
Jaiswal said that the time has come when 
people have to fight the war against caste 
and creed and all the communal forces. 
Tributes were also given to the several 
unknown freedom fighters who fought for 
the freedom of India.

Id-Milan Held
unnao: Like every year Smt. Annu Tondon, 
MP organized the Id-Milan function at her 
residence here on 18th August, 2013.

Large number of men and women gathered 
to celebrate Id after the conclusion of the 
regular prayers in the mosque. The function 
was attended by party leaders, leaders from 
the other parties, teachers, intellectuals and 
journalists.

Tributes to Rajivji
saharanpur: The District City Congress 
Committee paid tributes to former Prime 
Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhiji here at the 
District Congress Bhawan on 20th August, 
2013.

The day was celebrated as Sadbhawana 
Diwas and District President, Shri 
Meharban Aalam paid tributes to the 
departed leader by garlanding the photo of 
Rajiv Gandhi and the Congress Committee 
also organized a debate on the occasion. 
Shri Aalam said that Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
brought Telecom revolution in India.

UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi with the Prince Karim Aga Khan  
during a meeting at her residence  in New Delhi on 19th September.

The UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh with the 
Prime Minister of Bhutan, Mr. Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay in New Delhi on August 31, 2013.
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rePort

Ex-sERvICEmEn 
PLEDGE TO 
COmbAT 
COmmunALIsm

During the month the AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department organized 

District level meetings in Chhattisgarh, 
Haryana, M.P. & J&K.

The meeting in Chattisgarh was held in 
Raipur on 18th August, 2013. It was organized 
by Sh. Jeevanlal Sahu, Chairman PCC Ex-
Servicemen Dept. at the Chhattisgarh PCC 
office.  Maj. Ved Prakash, Chairman, AICC 
Ex-Servicemen Department was the Chief 
Guest in the function which was presided 
over by Dr. Charan Das Mahant, President, 
Chhattisgarh PCC & MOS for Agriculture.  
Addressing the meeting Maj. Ved Prakash 
stated that, as in the Defence Forces, where 
there is no discrimination on the grounds 
of caste or religion, similarly, the Congress 
treats all citizens equally irrespective of 
their faith, region and community.  Maj. Ved 
Prakash also highlighted the achievements of 
UPA govt. and explained many steps taken 
for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen including 
hike in the pensions of Ex-Servicemen.  Dr. 
Charan Das Mahant congratulated the PCC 
Ex-Servicemen Department for organizing 
the meeting and said that the welfare of Ex-
Servicemen is secure in the hands of Congress.  
Sh. Jeevanlal Sahu in his welcome address, 
suggested that Ex-Servicemen should be 
given some representation in the forthcoming 
Assembly elections.

The Haryana meeting was held in Bhiwani 
on 24th August, 2013 in which nearly 1300 
Ex-Servicemen participated in the function.  
Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary AICC Ex-
Servicemen Dept. was the Chief Guest 
in the meeting which was extremely well 
organized by Maj. Nipender Singh Sangwan, 
Chairman, Haryana PCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department.  Besides Capt. Praveen Davar 
and Maj. Nipender Sangwan, Chairman, 
Haryana PCC Ex-Servicemen Dept., the 
meeting was addressed by Lt. Gen. JBS 
Yadav, Maj. Gen Kuldip Sindhu, Brig. K. 
Badhwar and Hon. Capt. Ashan Kumar 

Sangwan, Arjuna Awardee who coordinated 
all the arrangements of the function.  As 
Bhiwani is amongst the Districts having a 
substantial population of Ex-Servicemen, 
the participation of Ex-Servicemen was 
comparatively large and the meeting became 
a great success.  While Brig K Badhwar, who 
is Station Commander of the area, explained 
the facilities being provided to Ex-Servicemen 
and widows and war widows.  Maj. Sangwan 
wanted CSD facilities extended to the interior 
areas of Bhiwani District.  Capt. A K Sangwan 
and other speakers wanted reservation in the 
govt. jobs for the wards of Ex-Servicemen

The Ex-Servicemen meeting in M.P. was 
held in Hoshangabad on September 1, 2013.  
Nearly 300 Ex-Servicemen and Veer Naris 
(widows & war widows) participated in the 
meeting.  Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Dept., while explaining 
in detail the steps taken by UPA 1 & UPA 2 
for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen, especially 
steep hike in the pension of Ex-Servicemen 
and substantial improvement in ECHS (Ex-
Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme), 
lauded the passage of Food Security Bill and 
Land Acquisition Bills.   The BJP Govt. was 
taken to task for the massive corruption in 
M.P. Govt. and for the utter neglect of Ex-
Servicemen in the State.  The meeting was 
organized by Capt. V P Singh, Chairman 
MPCC Ex-Servicemen Dept. who disclosed 
that in the run up to the forthcoming 
Assembly elections another 3/4 meetings at 
the District level will be organized by the 
MPCC Ex-Servicemen Dept.  He also praised 
the efforts of the Indian Army for providing 
relief to the people effected by the recent 
floods.  A memorandum of demands was 
also submitted by the Ex-Servicemen which 
included restoration of war jagir/financial 
compensation for war veterans.  Amongst 
others who addressed the meeting were 
Capt. N K Pandey, Vice Chairman, MPCC 
Ex-Servicemen Dept, Sh. Rajput, Chairman 

Hoshangabad DCC Ex-Servicemen Dept.

Capt. Praveen Davar was the Chief Guest 
in the function organized by former J&K 
Minister on September 6, 2013 in the border 
town of Suchetgarh, Jammu.  The meeting 
was organized to commemorate the memory 
of Sepoy Romesh Kumar who attained 
martyrdom while fighting the militants in 
Poonch sector.  Sh. R S Chib referred to the 
problems faced by the displaced persons of 
1947-1948 and 1965-1971 and lauded the 
role of Congress govts in nation building 
since the days of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.  Sh. 
R S Chib also praised the leadership of J&K 
PCC President, Prof. Saif-ud-din Soz who 
was sparing no efforts in solving the problems 
faced by the people residing in border areas.  
Sh. Ravinder Sharma, MLC, General Secretary 
and Spokesman of J&K PCC assured the 
gathering that efforts will be made to redress 
the grievances of refugees at the earliest.  
Brig. R S Lange, Director, Sainik Welfare 
explained the steps taken by the J&K govt for 
the welfare of Ex-Servicemen.  Other who 
spoke were Hony. Capt. Bana Singh, Param 
Vir Chakra, Sardar Jaswant Singh and Hony. 
Capt. Janak singh.  Smt. Krishna Devi mother 
of martyr Romesh Kumar was also present on 
the occasion.  

In the above meetings Capt. Praveen Davar, 
while covering Ex-Servicemen related issues, 
hailed the leadership of Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and lauded the UPA 
govt. for taking a number of unprecedented 
initiatives for the welfare of the common man – 
MNREGA, RTI, RTE, Food Security and Land 
Acquisition.  He motivated the Ex-Servicemen 
to become soldiers of secularism and combat 
the challenge of forces of communalism and 
fascism.  He also ridiculed the BJP for chosing 
the most communal person in the country as 
the party’s mascot.   The Ex-Servicemen Dept. 
will be organizing meetings in Assam, M.P., 
Rajasthan and Delhi in next few weeks. v
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monsoon session
spokesperson : shri meem Afzal.
 He said that today is the first-day of Monsoon 
Session in Parliament and I just want to say 
that the government and the Congress Party 
want that the Parliament runs smoothly and 
the ordinance and the Bill are passed. We are 
ready to discuss on any matter. Important 
among it is the Food Security Bill which is 
connected with the lives of 82 crore people 
and this is our top priority and all the parties 
should cooperate with us and we have also 
made an appeal. 

Secondly, the second ordinance and we want 
that it is passed by mutual discussion and 
consent. We hope that this session continues 
well and should not be like last two sessions 
where no work was done and the House 
was stalled many times. At least this will not 
happen this time as the rage in the people 
showed that Parliament is on but no work 
is done in the House and this message goes 
out to people of our country and the second 
message is that the Members are showing 
interest to participate in the proceedings 
of the House so that the problems of the 
Country is heard and resolved. Monday, 5th 
August, 2013

PAK ACtion Condemned 
spokesperson: shri Bhakta Charan das. 
He said Hon’ble Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi has expressed deep grief and 
sorrow at the deceitful killing of five Indian 
soldiers by Pakistan at LOC in Jammu & 
Kashmir. Extending heartfelt condolences 
to the families of the martyred soldiers she 
said that the entire Congress party, as indeed 
the entire country, stands by them. She said 
that Indian nation could not be cowed down 
by such blatant acts of deceit and asked the 
government of India to take up appropriate 
measures. During the day, Hon’ble Congress 
Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji had 
asked the government that at the highest 
level the steps be taken. Hon’ble Defence 
Minister of India today, around 3.00 pm in 
the parliament, has given a statement in the 
House. He said that we strongly condemn this 
unprovoked incident. Government of India 
has lodged strong protest with Government 
of Pakistan through diplomatic channel. He 
said I assure the House that our army is fully 
ready to take all necessary steps to uphold 
the sanctity of LOC. Government of India 
conveys its condolences to the families of 
the martyrs who made the supreme sacrifice 
in the line of duty. While expressing, in the 
statement, he highlighted that around 19 

terrorists were killed on the LOC and 17 
infiltration bids were foiled by the Indian 
soldiers. But it is a matter of pity that 57 
cease-fire violations, more than 80% of last 
year, has taken place. That is why the Indian 
government, the nation has taken the matter 
very seriously. Tuesday, 6th August,  2013

neW dAWn emerging
spokesperson : shri raj Babbar
He said that our feelings today are with those 
families whose brave sons have sacrificed 
their lives in safeguarding the borders of 
this country. The Congress Party salutes 
these brave soldiers. Party Presidents, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi while giving tributes to these brave 
soldiers, have assured their families that not 
only the Congress Party but the whole nation 
is behind them in this hour of grief. Yesterday, 
he had said with all his mite that the security 
and integrity of this country will not be 
comprised. Shri Raj Babbar said that life has 
to go on, the martyrs who had given their 
lives, had sacrificed their lives so that we live 
in peace in this county, while remembering 
them we also remember the future. The 
Congress President and the Vice-President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi and the Congress Party 
have conveyed their greeting on the occasion 
of Id. There remains peace in this country, 
prosperity and all should be happy and 
this I what we expect. Shri Raj Babbar said 
that the coming time is moving towards 
betterment and strengthening this country. 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s promise is very soon will 
be fulfilled. The Food Security Bill has been 
placed on the floor of the House and possibly, 
from Monday onwards discussion on it will 
start. By the atmosphere in the House where 
the Bill will become a law, it seems by the 
sound of the House that this law for the 82 
crore people of India for which the Congress 
Party, Smt. Sonia Gandhi had made untiring 
efforts and started this campaign will provide 
nutritious food to 82 crore people and will 
give them their right, this itself is going to 
become a historic decision in the Parliament. 
Food Security will not only give food but is 
also for those pregnant women who are going 
to give birth to health children who are the 
future, for them also this Bill has proved a 
success. I shall conclude in the hope to see 
a new dawn, the dawn which the Congress 
Party is bringing. Thursday, 8th August, 2013

tdP stALLing house
spokesperson : shri sandeep dikshit:  
He said at the outset I would like to use this 
opportunity to appeal to the four Members 

 AICC DIARy of Parliament of Telugu Desam Party. 
Everybody understands their predicament 
and I can appreciate the politics they are 
doing but four people holding the whole 
Parliament to ransom and not allowing a Bill 
of essential importance for almost 8-10 days 
to pass. It is very unfortunate. I would appeal 
to Telugu Desam Party leadership and to the 
Members of Parliament that while their issue 
remains; the government of India is sensitive 
to it. I think it is time to allow parliament 
to run. All other parties are in agreement. 
Everybody wants to discuss this important 
Bill. In fact everybody has said that it is so 
important that they do not want to discuss it 
in noise and in chaos and therefore, they need 
a House in order. I would really request these 
MPs that please listen to the rest of the nation 
and cooperate and if they do so, I think all 
of us will be grateful to them. Tuesday, 13th 
August, 2013

disruPting the house
spokesperson : shri sandeep dikshit
He wanted to draw the attention of the media 
to the situation in the Lok Sabha where 
various parties are continuing finding some 
excuse or the other to not let the parliament 
function. Today with the heavy heart the 
government brought motion of suspension 
of certain MPs only because they were 
continuously disrupting the proceedings of 
the House and kind of scene that followed 
since after all you have seen. It was not a 
step borne out of any other reason except to 
make the parliament run because we cannot 
have ten MPs holding the parliament to 
ransom for a longer period of time. They 
have got their way of expressing what they 
feel is genuine and the feeling of the people 
of Andhra Pradesh but other business also 
needs to be conducted and this step was 
taken by the government only as a last resort. 
All parties knew about it but it is frankly 
disappointing that when the actual step was 
taken, most parties played politics rather than 
assisting the government to get the bill passed 
and other activities could take place. Once 
again I request all parties to kindly assist the 
government It is a peculiar situation where 
8-10 MPs taking the parliament to ransom 
and not letting the legislative business pass 
and I think all of us need to come together 
to ensure that important legislation is passed 
in the House. Thursday, 22nd August, 2013

Congress Wins  
By-eLeCtions 

spokesperson : shri meem Afzal
He said that the Congress Party has emerged 
victorious in both the Lok Sabha by elections 
in Karnataka. Shri Afzal said that in a famous 
university in Baroda, the NSUI has won after 
8 to 10 years which also shows the trend 
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and the mood of the people. Monday, 26th 
August, 2013

dreAm BiLL For Poor 
PAssed

spokesperson : shri Bhakta Charna das 
He said the Congress Party and Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi’s past efforts and her dream had 
been campaigning for long that Food 
Security Ordinance is brought for the poor 
people and after much opposition this Bill 
was passed by majority in the House in a 
democratic manner. And the UPA fulfilled 
her love for the poor, we on behalf of the 
Party would like to thank her. The UPA 
despite the challenging situation comes for 
the poor of the country and the Congress 
President overcome the wrong of the poor 
and this is implemented at the grass-root 
level in the states of India so that 82 crore 
poor people of our country one benefitted. 
Shri Das said that at least he was directly 
connected with this. In the 1980s when 
Rajiv Gandhi was the Prime Minister, he 
was a 20 year old youngster and on MLA 
from Kalahadi. I had walked throughout 
Kalahadi only to make the people realize 
about the problems of the poor and to make 
them realize about hunger. The was famine 
continuously for four to five years and I 
had raised this issue in the Vidhan Sabha 
and everywhere else and the media of the 
country was covering it. People has see the 
merciful plight of the poor and the people 
has seen what hunger was which is in the 
house of the poor. Only those who stay close 
to the poor can realize this. Senior journalists 
of that time had carried my interviews in 
their papers and magazines. I am unable to 
express as to what kind of photo-feature was 
published. How they showed the photos of 
children and crippled people. Our Journalist 
brothers used to compare that situation 
with that of Ethopia and I was working 
among them. I used to work with them after 
remaining hungry for days together. And 
the whole purpose was to see that food was 
given to the hungry.

A reVoLutionAry steP
I know the biggest course in the society 
was hunger and malnutrition. Today, states 
which boasts of maximum development, 
like in Gujarat more than 30 percent people 
are suffering due to malnutrition. So a 

project that will help around 2 crore 25 lakh 
pregnant and lactating mothers. Along with 
this to make one self reliant, who are poorest 
of the poor and whose member is more 
than 2 crore 43 lakh will also be benefitted. 
They will get 35 kg of rice. Apart from this 
67 percent of people who did not have BPL, 
who did not have APL care will also be 
covered. 75 percent people in rural areas 
and 50 percent in the urban areas. This is 
no mean achievement. When there is talk 
within intellectuals then there is a talk of 
everything but the main problem of 81 core 
people of our country who have received a 
guarantee though the Food Security Bill, is 
a revolutionary step. People used to talk of 
right to work, and at are time Samajwadi and 
Communist Party talked of Food Security 
and the people who were talking of right 
to work and food security never made any 
effort after attaining power. In my political 
career, fought eight times in the Lok Sabha 
elections and was elected three times. I 
have learned many things in life. For me 
Food Security Bill for people like me who 
are born in such an atmosphere is a big 
thing and which is required and which the 
UPA Government has done and the way 
the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
was addressing the House yesterday is not 
hidden from you all and thus I do not want 
to repeat, I am not making any political 
speech but whatever I am saying is the voice 
of my heart and this is an experience of a 
poor man. I have presented before you the 
feelings of the poor people of the country 
and alongwith I would like to say that if the 
people of our country walk ahead  in such 
a way for social progress then the Farmers, 
Adivasis and Dalits who live in rural areas 
and their tradition ways of earnings and if 
we restrict them and talk of development 
then it may happen that we may push them 
towards struggle. In this country there 
are many social workers who are working 
among the poor should work with dedication 
for development that this struggle just does 
not remain a fight of the poor or of one 
class of people but becomes a fight for social 
development so that we may progress and 
move ahead and we should all make such an 

effort. Tuesday, 27th August, 2013

A Promise FuLFiLLed
spokesperson : shri raj Babbar
Shri Raj Babbar said to the media that the 
Food Security Bill has been passed in one 
House and has been sent to the other.  A 
promise of a meal that was guaranteed 
is going to become a reality. For which 
honourable Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi that we will have to fulfill that 
promise. Shri Babbar said in this chain 
another Bill on land acquisition will also 
come up for discussion. By the name of 
the Bill it seemed that we were going to 
make claim on other’s property. The Bill 
was made in 1894 by the Britishers, lot of 
changes were made in between but still 
the law was not helpful to the farmers. 
Farmers who treat their land as their 
matter are being crushed in the name of 
development, the rules of development 
are on his rights and he is being abused 
and his voice is not being heard. A young 
leader whose name was Shri Rahul Gandhi 
tried to understand, his understanding was 
not limited to just slogans, his efforts were 
not limited to just Yatras, his efforts were 
not limited to just steeping in the houses 
of Dalits but his efforts was to understand 
their problem and to understand their inner 
voice and to safeguard their rights during the 
modernization process. After lot of efforts 
this Bill has been placed in the House and 
it is not just the Land Acquisition Bill, it 
means to give right to fair compensation 
and transparency which literally means that 
this law is giving right, its giving lawful right, 
for its compensation, to the transparency 
under which the farmer is selling his land 
for which he will have the lawful right. It 
will show his resettlement and compensation 
and his participation (Bhagidari). This will 
not be like the old law and we appeal that 
the farmers understand their right and 
he gets his share and during the future 
modernization, he too gets his share of 
progress. I hope you all will cooperate and 
the farmers will also get our cooperation. 
Thursday, 29th August, 2013
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