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India celebrated its 67th Independence Day after having attained independence on 15th August, 1947. 
As is traditional Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh unfurled the national flag from the ramparts of 
the historic Red Fort 10th time in succession. Speaking on the occasion he recalled the contributions 

made by stalwarts of our nation like Pt.Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi who played an 
important role in building the destiny of the nation appropriately during their time. The Prime Minister also 
recounted the achievements of the UPA during its rule. While admitting trying times for the economy the 
Prime Minister painted a bright picture of the future, both for the economy and the nation.

The nation paid its tributes on 20th of August, 2013 on the 69th Birth anniversary of one of the greatest sons 
of India, our beloved leader Sh. Rajiv Gandhi.  Even though his tenure in politics was brief, he left an indelible 
mark on the future of the country by preparing this young nation for the advent of the twenty first century. 
His vision of Modern India in which he encouraged the rise of the IT technology and telecommunications 
has today been the key factor for the economic rise and provision of jobs to millions of educated youth in the 
country. He identified himself with the lowest in society while preparing welfare schemes and concentrated 
on people friendly policies. He realized and gave voice to the need for active participation of women in 
nation building being half of the nation’s population. He encouraged taking the decision making process at 
the micro level and laid the foundation of providing power to the Panchayats. His achievements in the brief 
stint in politics were so remarkable that even today the nation is following the path  shown by him in good 
governance.  We at the Sandesh pay our homage to the great leader by paying our respects to him on the 
occasion of his birth anniversary.

Despite all assurances and professions, the principal opposition party in Parliament, has not allowed the house 
to function smoothly. The objective of debate is to bring forth the points of view of the various sections of 
the parliamentary democracy so that the studied opinion of a cross section of the polity can be incorporated 
in the making of laws. Without debate on the floor of the house the very purpose of the Parliament is getting 
defeated. The opposition parties can surely realize the dangers of such behavior in the management of a vast 
country like ours with diverse needs. 

The Food Security Bill, a flagship program of the UPA was finally cleared in the Lok Sabha. As a result of this 
program 75 per cent of the rural population and almost 50 per cent of urban population would be entitled to 
get foodgrains at very cheap prices. This would ensure that no one goes hungry or without minimum nutrition. 
It is an extremely revolutionary step, unparalleled anywhere in the world and Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and Vice President Sh. Rahul Gandhi who have been the driving force behind this initiative deserve 
to be heartily congratulated for this bold initiative. Some of the Congress led state Governments took the first 
initiative and rolled out the foods security program on the birth anniversary of our late Prime Minister Sh. 
Rajiv Gandhi on 20th August.  Smt. Sonia Gandhi herself inaugurated the launch of the program in Delhi.

The Mid Day meal has been one of the very successful schemes which provided attraction to poor families 
to send their children for education. It ensures minimum nutrition to the small school going children. There 
have been several unfortunate incidents lately, which led to loss of lives of children due to the quality of food 
supplied. There is a need to relook at the implementation process and take to task those who deliberately try 
to give poor quality food for their vested interest. We cannot allow such people to play with the lives of our 
children at any cost. The incidents at Bihar and Tamil Nadu and some other places have been most tragic 
and our heart goes out to the families of those who were bereaved because of this.

Recent loss of life due to a train accident where pilgrims were mowed down due to a speeding train in 
Bihar has been a very tragic affair. 37 people lost their lives and many were injured. Such like incidents are 
totally avoidable and are caused by human error. It is necessary that a proper enquiry should take place and 
responsibility ascribed so that the guilty can be brought to book. Severe punishment as provided under law 
must be given to all whose dereliction in responsibility led to the loss of human lives. v
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The death of five brave Indian soldiers by Pakistan at LOC makes 

every Indian heart agitated. Not only the Congress party but the 

entire nation stands as one behind the martyrs’ families. No efforts 

would be spared to provide relief to the families of those who laid 

their lives in the cause of the nation.

Even though we are bound by the principles of panchsheel, the 

nation’s army is well prepared to defend its borders against all 

provoking incidents. A clear message to the neighboring countries 

needs to be conveyed that they should not take our restraint as our 

weakness as we are well prepared to take cognizance of unwanted 

aggression.

The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi in her statement said 

that Indian nation could not be cowed down by such blatant acts 

of deceit and urged the Government to take appropriate measures. 

Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi also urged the Government 

to ensure that steps are taken at the highest level.
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Sadbhavana award

SADbhAvAnA AwARD  
fOR AmjAD ALI KhAn

Like every year, we are today going to 
give the 21st Rajiv Gandhi National 

Sadbhavana Award.

Just f ive days ago we celebrated the 
Independence Day of our country. Our 
independence which we achieved through 
our unity and our commitment. How the 
country followed the leadership of Gandhiji, 
was a unique experiment before the world. We 
fought for our independence not with arms, 
but on the strength of Ahimsa and Satyagraha. 
We were struggling on the strength of our 
inner strength and our harmonious relations. 
In our mind we had anger against injustice and 
atrocities, but did not have ill intentions. We 
had confidence on ourselves. We had sympathy 
for all those exploited and tortured in the world 
and ‘Sadbhavana’ for the humanity.

After independence, leaders like Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Sardar Patel and Maulana Azad had 
made an effort to take the nation ahead with 
this spirit. In their eyes every Indian was the 
true child of Bharat Mata. They believed that 
India was one, India belonged to everyone and 
everybody had equal right over it. Therefore, 
Jawaharlal Nehru had said: “whatever India 
is today, is because of the contribution of 
every section of the society. If we do not 
understood this basic truth then, we would 
remain incapable to understand India and all 
our emotions, thinking and work – all would 
remain unfinished and we will not be able to 
do any service to the nation which would be 
solid and meaningful.”

“We select people... Who spread This 
message of Sadbhavana among the people 
with their thinking and their work. With 
whose work evils like hatred, violence and 
internal strife would be wiped off and in 
their place will arise mutual love and a 
sense of trust” : Sonia Gandhi

The advent of such a thought comes with the 
intention of open mindedness. Which does 
not have any kind of discrimination towards 
anyone.

A divided society cannot progress with all 
its strength. The founders of our country 
implemented this in their lives. Soon after 
Independence, Gandhiji and later Indiraji and 
Rajivji paid the price for this. These are not 
simple episodes of history. This will always 
be imbibed in the history of new India and 
continue to provide light to the society. Lamp 
gives light by burning itself. 

Rajiv Gandhi had started a programme of 
Sadbhavana Yatras before his martyrdom 
throughout the country. He felt that because of 
community and caste based narrow thinking 
walls are being raised between brothers. This 
would not make the future of the coming 
generations. The stream of progress and 
development would stop by getting entangled 

in this. He wanted that people to live in a 
environment of Sadbhavana with love and 
harmony. Thousands of people from all classes 
participated in those yatras. He wanted to 
ignite this message of Sadbhavana, the flame 
of harmony with a new beginning in the hearts 
of every one of our brothers and sisters. This 
award and the function is inspired by this 
objective.

We select people and organizations who spread 
this message of  Sadbhavana among the people 
with their thinking and their work. With 
whose work evils like hatred, violence and 
internal strife would be wiped off and in their 
place will arise mutual love and a sense of trust.

We all know that with all possible efforts our 
life is connected with mediums like literature, 
arts and music which takes our mind and 
heart to a new height and relives it from 
small boundaries of problems. Literature, 
arts and music does not have the feeling of 

Speech of the Congress President on the 21st Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana 
Award-2012 function at Jawahar Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prashad Road, New Delhi 
on 20th August, 2013
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Sadbhavana award

New Delhi: Renowned Sarod maestro Ustad Amjad Ali Khan has been honoured with the 
prestigious Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavna Award for 2012 in New Delhi on 20th August, 2013  on 
the occasion of the 69th birth anniversary of former Prime Minister and legendary Congress 
leader late Rajiv Gandhi.  Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh gave away the award in the 
presence of Congress President and UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

Ustad Amjad Ali khan was picked for this award for his immense contribution in promoting 
communal harmony, peace and goodwill. The award carries a citation and a cash award of Rs 
5 lakh. 

The award ceremony is held every year on the birth anniversary of the former Prime Minister 
and was instituted to commemorate his lasting contribution to promoting peace, communal 
harmony and fighting against violence.

The Prime Minister said, “Today’s Award winner Shri Amjad Ali Sahib is one of great artists of 
this country. He is a great Sarod maestro who has acquainted the world with the magic of Sarod. 
Music doesn’t depend on any language. It does not belong to any religion or caste. And that is 
why the music is able to rise above religion, language and community and to unite people. Shri 
Amjad Ali Khan Sahib has played this role very well through his Sarod. 

The tradition of ‘Sangeet Gharana’ has been secular. It may not be wrong to say that there may 
not be better example of secularism than this tradition. Shri Amjad Ali Khan has spread this 
secular thinking throughout the country. We are proud of him and get inspired. We pray to 
god for his alround success.

Our country and society need personalities like Shri Amjad Ali Khan. Before concluding my 
speech I again congratulate him and pay tributes to late Shri Rajiv Gandhi.”

The former recipients of the award include Mother Teresa, Bismillah Khan, Mohammed Yunus, 
Teesta Setalvad, Swami Agnivesh, Harsh Mander, Sunil Dutt, Dilip Kumar, Maulana Wahiuddin 
Khan and K R Narayanan and many other eminent personanlities.

Speaking on the occasion, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, who is also the UPA Chairperson, said that a 
divided society cannot progress with all its strength. “The founders of our country implemented 
this in their lives. Soon after Independence, Gandhiji and later Indiraji and Rajivji paid the price 
for this. These are not simple episodes of history. This will always be imbibed in the history of new 
India and continue to provide light to the society. Lamp gives light by burning itself,” she said.

While addressing the gathering the Prime Minister called upon political 
parties and the people to unite against divisive forces which try to spread 
communalism on the occasion of Sadbhavana Diwas in New Delhi today. 
Dr Singh said there is a need to ensure communal forces do not create a 
divide in the society.

“As you all know, this award is instituted in the memory of our late Prime 
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi. Rajiv Gandhi devoted his entire life in empowering 
our society. He knew it very well that our country would develop if we are 
ready to accept other’s religion, language and ideology and respect it. Rajiv 
Gandhi’s contribution in the discovery of Modern and progressive India will 
always inspire us”, said Dr. Singh.

The function was presided over by Dr. Karan Singh, Chairman of Advisory 
Committee of Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award.

The vote of thanks was given by Shri Motilal Vora, Member Secretary of the 
Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award. v

A REpORT

“A DIvIDED SOCIETy CAnnOT pROgRESS”, 
SAyS SmT. SOnIA gAnDhI

discrimination. Without them no culture is 
complete. Maybe, without them no person 
is complete. Therefore, we have decided to 
honour great musician of contemporary time 
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan Sahib for the 2012 
Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award. 
He is well-known in India and abroad. He 
is dedicated with the tradition of classical 
music. His dedication had the feeling of 
love and spirituality with his art. With his 
originality he has developed new melodies 
and presented few of them in a new way. 
Every person is included in his vision of the 
society. Nobody is outside this, all the people 
are one and all are our own. His art and his 
contribution is precious. We are honouring 
him. 

I congratulate him on my own behalf, 
on behalf of the Rajiv Gandhi National 
Sadbhavana Award Committee and on 
behalf of you all. I thank you all for coming 
here. As we are meeting on the occasion of 
Rakshabandhan, I convey my best wishes for 
the same. Jai Hind! v



Congress sandesh | 6 | august 2013

Madam Speaker,  I  r ise to 
support the National Food 

Security Bill, 2013.

The 2009 Manifesto of the Indian 
National Congress pledged to the 
people of India that we would 
enact a Right to Food law, that 
guarantees access to sufficient 
food for all people, particularly 
the most vulnerable sections of 
society. It is a matter of deep 
gratification for my party that, 
today, we redeem our pledge. 
In years that have seen rising 
pro sp e r i t y  for  s o  many  –  a 
fact in which we rejoice – the 
question before us is:  what is 
our responsibility, what is the 
responsibility of the Government, 
to those less fortunate than us, 
those who are condemned to hunger and 
malnutrition for no fault of theirs?

Madam Speaker, this House has today a 
historic opportunity to sent out a message 
– loud and clear – to our country and to 
the world that India takes responsibility to 
feed all its people.

This House has the opportunity today to 
build a better India, by ensuring that every 
child grows up, free from malnutrition, 
better prepared to develop to his or her 
fullest ability, and to contribute to the 
future prosperity of our country. This 
House has the opportunity today to create 
a new, legally enforceable ‘right to food’ – 
for all who need it. And this House has an 

 “wE hAvE TODAy An OppORTunITy 
TO TRAnSfORm ThE LIvES Of TEnS Of 
mILLIOnS Of OuR pEOpLE” : SOnIA gAnDhI
Congress President and UPA Chairperson’s Speech in Lok Sabha during the debate on Food Security Bill  

on 26th August 2013

opportunity today to end the deprivation 
– that amounts to the wanton and needless 
daily destruction of human potential.

Some ask, is this affordable?

I say to them, the question is not whether 
we can afford it. We must afford it.

Some ask, is this doable?

I say to them, the question is not whether 
we can do it. We must do it.

Some ask, is this Bill in the interest of the 
farmers, I want to say that farming and 
farmers are both an important part of our 
policies. We had kept their requirements on 
top and shall keep it on top in future too. 
With this we also realise what our economic 

growth rate was there, to achieve it is also 
important.

Madam Speaker, we are all well aware of 
the PDS-the vast network of fair price 
shops across the country. There are now 
over 5 lakh such outlets. They function 
well in some states but not in others. Their 
coverage is more than adequate in some, 
but clearly not so in others.

Reform of the PDS--making sure it works 
for the people for whom it is truly intended, 
and eliminating leakages which are in some 
places unacceptably high--- is fundamental 
for the success of this law.

We must make sure the PDS works and 
works well in all states.

FOOd SECUrITY bIll
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It is to this end that the Bill provides for 
important PDS reforms.

The creation of a legally enforceable 
‘right to food’ is in itself a very powerful 

tool to empower beneficiaries, enhance 
accountability, cut corruption and improve 
the effectiveness of the system.

I  am  e sp e c i a l ly  g r at i f i e d  t hat  t h i s 
Legislation will empower women – the 
Self-Help Groups and Graam Panchayats 
in running the PDS. Equally important is 
the use of Aadhaar in the future to weed 
out fake and duplicate ration cards.

I  am a lso especia l ly  happy that  the 
provision for the Antyodaya households 
is fully protected. Welfare programmes 
like the ICDS and the Mid-Day meal 
scheme too, are part of this Legislation. 
But we will be doing a great dis-service to 
ourselves and to the people, if we do not 
acknowledge weaknesses in the way these 
programmes are being run. True, the sheer 
scale is staggering and without precedent 
in the world.

We should not forget the fact that both 
these programmes are unparalled in the 
world.

Over 10 crore children are fed daily in 
around 12 lakh elementary schools. There 
are about 14 lakh anganwadi centres, 
catering to over 9 crore children, and 
expecting and lactating mothers every day.

Even so, it is essential for us that we address 
their shortcomings in earnest, particularly 
in relation to the quality of service. It 
should be our collective endeavor, no 
doubt, but the primary responsibility 
is that of the states themselves. Local 

accountability must be strictly enforced.

Madam Speaker, before I conclude, allow 
me a few moments to look back a little.

Under the leadership of the Prime Minister, 
our government in 2005, brought in the 
Right to Information law – that has ushered 
in unprecedented transparency in public 
life, sometimes to our own disadvantage.

A little later that year, the Right to Work, 
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA became a reality. 
This has provided employment to one in 
four rural households in the past seven 
years, and has led to increased rural wages.

In 2006, the path-breaking ‘Forest Rights 
Act’ came into the statute books. This has 
benefitted lakhs of tribal and other families 
who have traditionally relied on forests for 
their livelihood.

And in 2008, the Right to Education came 
into being. This has already led to a sharp 
increase in enrolment in schools.

The Food Security Bill is thus the fifth 
in a series of what might be called our 
“rights based” approach. This approach 
provides legal entitlements to people, 
puts pressure on the executive to be more 
responsive and accountable, and also puts 
in place credible mechanisms to redress 
grievances. This approach is bringing 
about an empowerment revolution in the 
country, something we are proud to have 
facilitated.

Madam Speaker, our goal for the foreseeable 
future must be to wipe out hunger and 
malnutrit ion from our country. This 
Legislation is only a beginning. As we move 
forward, we will be open to constructive 
suggestions.

We will learn from experience.

In essence, Madam Speaker, we have today 
an opportunity to transform the lives of 
tens of millions of our people.

I believe that we must – together – rise to 
the occasion, set aside our differences and 
affirm our commitment to their welfare 
and wellbeing. It is my fervent hope and my 
humble appeal that we as representatives 
of those very people should convert this 
Bill into an Act – and do so unanimously.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  v

FOOd SECUrITY bIll
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FOOd SECUrITY SChEmE 

Today is Rajivji’s birthday. He had a 
dream, he had vision – for a strong, 
prosperous and a modern India, and 

this also was his goal. To achieve this goal he 
visited the poor in their dwellings in every 
nook and corner of the country to have a closer 
look into their life. This picture of the country’s 
poor brought a storm of change in his heart for 
the aam aadmi for which he struggled during 
his lifetime. The futuristic thinking for nation 
building and the aam aadmi shall always keep 
on inspiring us. 

Our UPA Government, following on the 
footsteps of Rajivji is marching ahead to 
bring a revolutionary change in the life of 
aam aadmi. With the help of various projects 
and programmes it has taken steps to uplift 
the country and people of all class of society 
particularly the weak and the backward. 
In the states wherever governments have 
implemented these programmes and projects 
with honesty. Not only has there been an 
improvement in the lives of my brothers 
and sisters there but they have become self 
confident and self reliant.

Even today, there our brothers and sisters who 
do not get enough food to eat. Not only they, 
their children are afflicted with malnutrition. 
It is the duty of all of us to look after the 
needs of the poor and to safeguard their 
precious life. Therefore, we have decided for 
the Food Security Act by which no poor will 
remain hungry, their children will not sleep 
empty-stomach and they will not fall prey to 
malnutrition.

I feel, to give guarantee to such a large segment 
of people through the Food Security Bill, is 
unparalled in the world. From around one 
hundred twenty five crore population two-
thirds of them will be provided foodgrains 
at very cheap rates. Where 75 percent of the 
rural population will have foodgrains at cheap 
rates, around 50 percent of urban population 

“IT IS ThE DuTy Of ALL Of uS TO LOOK AfTER ThE nEEDS Of ThE 
pOOR AnD TO SAfEguARD ThEIR pRECIOuS LIfE. fOOD SECuRITy ACT 
by whICh nO pOOR wILL REmAIn hungRy” : SOnIA gAnDhI

can also have the benefit of this scheme. The 
particular feature of this is centered on the 
life-cycle which means that from pregnancy 
till you attain youth, every age category will 
have the guarantee of a meal under the food 
security bill.

We all know that there are lots of deficiencies 
in the PDS system. Therefore, PDS reform 
has been given special attention in the Food 
Security Bill, so that the benefit is given to 
the real beneficiary and there is no chance of 
corruption. By joining Aadhar Scheme with 
this system, we can make it transparent and 
successful. I am happy that women self-help 
groups and gram-panchayats have been given 
Bhagidari to manage the PDS system. In this 
way, my sisters will be empowered, their self-
reliance will increase and it would get them an 
honourable place in the society.

I am happy, that the Delhi Government is 
launching the historic programme like Food 
Security. Through this people who are entitled 
will become claimant from 1st September, they 
will get ration at cheap rates. I am hopeful 
that Delhi Government will find success in 
implementing this scheme.

The way the Congress government led by Chief 
Minister Sheila Dikshit has changed the face 
of Delhi during the past fifteen years is before 

you. You can feel the difference of Delhi Fifteen 
years ago and the present Delhi. By building 
strong basic infrastructure, people have been 
provided basic facilities which has made their 
life better. Particularly the Metro, the life-line 
of Delhi which has won the hearts of the people 
of Delhi and all those coming to Delhi, have 
praised these steps taken by Sheilaji.

Not only this, the Congress government of 
Delhi understands the problems of the aam 
aadmi and has accordingly taken steps to bring 
change in their lives. We can say that whatever 
development that has taken place in Delhi, is 
remarkable and we are proud of it.

At last, with all the people friendly projects 
and programmes and in starting the food-
security programmes from today, I want to 
congratulate Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit, 
her cabinet colleagues and praise them, and I 
expect that they continue their struggle for the 
prosperity of the people and there should be 
no let up in this. Public service is our religion 
and this should always be our goal. Our resolve 
today on the birthday of Rajivji will be the real 
tribute to him.

With these words I once again thank you all 
for coming here with this I also give you the 
greetings for Raksha-Bandhan. Jai Hind! v

SpEECh Of ThE upA ChAIRpERSOn On ThE LAunChIng Of fOOD SECuRITy pROgRAmmE by ThE 
DELhI gOvERnmEnT AT TALKATORA STADIum On 20Th AuguST, 2013
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FOOd SECUrITY SChEmE 

a rEpOrT

New Delhi: The Congress President and UPA 
Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi launched 
the Congress-led UPA government’s historic 
Food Security Scheme in New Delhi on 20th 
August, 2013. The launch of the programme 
coincides with the birth anniversary of late 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

While addressing a huge gathering at Delhi’s 
Talkatora Indoor stadium, the Congress 
President assured that UPA Government 
would ensure that the right people get the 
benefits and that there are no flaws in the 
distribution process.

“The guarantee of food provided by food 
security scheme on such a large scale is 
unparalleled in the world,” said Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi adding, “The nation still has people 
who don’t get food to eat, and added that 
children suffer from malnutrition. We decided 
to bring this scheme so that every poor gets 
food and no child sleeps without food,” said 
the UPA Chairperson.

“We know that there are short-comings in the 
existing PDS system and hence, the focus of the 
new Food Security Bill is to reform the PDS 
system so that the benefits reach more people 
and there is no scope for any corruption and 
malpractices. Through Aadhar we will ensure 
that there is no scope for corruption in the 
Food Security scheme”, assured Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi.

The Congress President also informed that two 
third of the population will be legally entitled 
to receive highly subsidized foodgrains. 

SmT. SOnIA gAnDhI 
LAunChES hISTORIC fOOD 
SECuRITy SChEmE In DELhI

fIvE InDIAn bRAvE SOLDIERS KILLED nEAR LOC

In an blatant instance of firing on Indian Army troops on the Line of Control from Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, five Indian soldiers died in Poonch sector in Jammu and Kashmir on 

6th August, 2013.

Defence sources said that an unsuspecting Army patrol walked into an ambush by 15 to 20 
men, wearing Pakistan Army uniform, close to Sarla and Chhaja posts, about one kilometre 
from the cross-LoC Trade Facilitation Centre (TFC) of Chakan Da Bagh on 6th August, 
2013.  Five soldiers were killed in the intense firing. Four of them were from the 21 Bihar 
Regiment and one from the Maratha Light Infantry.

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed deep grief and shock at the deceitful 
killing of 5 brave Indian solders by Pakistan at the LoC in Jammu & Kashmir. Extending 
heartfelt condolences to the family of the martyred soldiers she said that the entire congress 
party as indeed the entire country stands by them.

She said that the Indian nation could not be cowed down by such blatant acts of deceit and 
urged the Government of India to take up appropriate measures.

“About 80 crore people will be benfitted by this 
landmark scheme. About 75% of the people in 
the rural areas and 50% in the urban areas will 
have the benefit of this scheme. This scheme 
ensures legally, nutritious meals to pregnant 
women,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

 “Our duty is to serve the people and this should 
continue to be our motto always. Renewing 
this pledge will be the best ever tribute to Rajiv 
Gandhi on his birth anniversary” concluded 
the Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi. 

She gave away food security ration cards to 
beneficiaries along with a 5 kg packet of rice.

The National Food Security Bill is a historic 
initiative for ensuring food and nutritional 
security to the people. It gives a right to 
the people to receive adequate quantity of 
foodgrains at affordable prices. The Bill has 
a special focus on nutritional support to the 
poorest of the poor, women and children. In 
case of non-supply of foodgrains, the deprived 
will get a food security allowance.

“I praise and congratulate Delhi Chief Minister, 
Smt. Sheila Dikshit and her Ministers for pro-
people initiatives. The struggle for progress 
should always continue. Public service should 
be our religion and aim and there should be no 
let up in it,” she said. “This would be the real 
tribute to Rajiv Gandhi,” Smt. Gandhi said on 
the former Prime Minister’s birth anniversary.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi complemented Delhi Chief 
Minister Smt. Sheila Dikshit for her efforts 
for implementing the scheme and also for 
transforming the infrastructure in the national 
capital, saying that Delhi is no longer the same 
as it used to be 15 years ago. v
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It is a pleasure to be here at the dedication 
of the new National Press Centre. In any 
society undergoing dramatic and rapid 

transformation there is a constant need to 
renew and rebuild. This facility represents 
that evolution. I hope very much that it will 
become an effective nerve centre, an adda, 
and an information bridge between the 
government, the media and the people.

The modern world has spawned new media 
and channels of communication, many of 
which I must confess, people of my generation 
have a difficult time in grasping – at least I 
do.  The old familiar habit of holding a fresh 
daily newspaper, with its crinkling sound first 
thing in the morning is now being overtaken 
by the onrush of colourful and vivid television 
images or the urgent and terse text of digital 
communication. 

And, organized media, such as newspapers, 
magazines and television channels are now 
being joined by independent and unregulated 
sources of news, information and opinion, 
which are beginning to have a larger and 
larger impact as time passes. This facility must 
meet up to the challenge that is posed by these 
new emerging channels and technologies, 
because if not today then tomorrow they 
are certainly going to have a larger role in 
our society.

Yet, amidst this churn, one thing does remain 
constant — the need to portray information, 
news and analysis truthfully, objectively and 
speedily. Not too long ago newspaper readers 
and radio listeners may have been a relative 

minority in our country. No longer. Almost 
everyone now has the ability to tune into one 
form of news media or other. The media, 
therefore, has a tremendous, almost larger 
than life, impact on our lives. 

This imposes great responsibilities. Our 
media has evolved over the years into a 
vibrant and mature institution that cherishes 
its freedom and independence,  and exercises 
it with a sense of commendable responsibility 
– at least most of the time.  Its sheer diversity 
ensures that on balance it functions to 
benefit the institutions of democracy and 
the democratic foundations of our society.  I 
wonder whether this could be because such 
a large number of women are now an integral 
part of this profession!

This is no mean achievement considering how 
contentious and sharp is the public debate 
on so many issues. Obviously, there has to 
be space in the public debate for conflicting 
and opposing points of view, and the Indian 
media certainly cannot be faulted for not 
providing this in abundance. Perhaps at times 
the language and dignity of media discussion 
can be found wanting. Sometimes too, I have 
to confess that the media makes the political 
establishment uncomfortable. Perhaps this is 
because at times we are unable to put forward 
our own point of view more effectively. 

Today we should remember that the need 
to communicate and inform, is as much the 
responsibility of the government. True, media 
and government often disagree. The editorial 
columns of newspapers and voices on prime 

time news provide ample evidence of this. 
But I venture to say that this can be healthy 
and there needs to be no intrinsic antagonism 
between the two. We welcome the watchdog 
role of the media and well-founded and well-
intentioned criticisms of our policies and 
programmes. We recognize that there could 
be shortcomings that need to be highlighted.

At the same time, the government and the 
media have a shared interest in disseminating 
programmes, policies, decisions  and 
information. This is where an institution 
such as the National Press Centre assumes 
importance. I hope that it will represent a 
partnership in which both sides will be able 
to discharge their designated responsibilities. 

Let me be quite clear, we do not favour 
propaganda or publicity campaigns simply 
in order to score points for the government. 
But the people have a right to know their legal 
and other entitlements. They have a right to 
information and they have a right to be able to 
make informed decisions. Only an aware and 
conscious citizenry can be expected to make 
the system work well and hold governments 
and political parties to account.

In conclusion, let us remember that this 
beautiful building we are inaugurating 
today is not just brick and mortar. It is up 
to you, media professionals, officials of the 
Information & Broadcasting Ministry and 
others who will inhabit it to infuse life into it 
by making it an instrument to serve the public 
and empower them. I wish you all well in this 
endeavour. Thank you. v

Inauguration and Dedication to the Nation of National Media Centre at New Delhi on 24th August, 2013

mEDIA nEED nOT bE ThE EnEmy Of gOvT;  
wE wELCOmE ALL CRITICISm : SOnIA gAnDhI
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New Delhi: The Congress President and UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi  and Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh on 24th August, 
2013 inaugurated the National Media Centre. In her address Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi asserted “Media and the government often disagree. 
The editorial columns and the voices of the prime time news provide 
ample evidence for this.  But I venture to say that this can be healthy 
and there need not be any antagonism between the two”.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi also said that well-intentioned criticism of the 
policies of the government by the media was welcome, for the media 
played an important watchdog function. “We welcome the watchdog 
role of the media and its well founded and well intentioned criticism 
of our policies and programmes. We recognise that there could be 
shortcoming that needs to be highlighted” said the Congress President.

“Our media has evolved over the years into a vibrant and matured 
institution that cherishes its freedom and independence and exercise 
it with a commendable responsibility atleast most of the time. Its sheer 
diversity ensures that on balance it functions to benefit the institutions 
of democracy and democratic foundations of our society” she added.

Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh said that It is a reality that 
journalism cannot be divorced from the business of which it is a part. 
The responsibilities of a media organization are not limited to the 
viewers and readers alone.

The media and civil society are an essential part of democracy and 
nation building. Now that we are at a decisive stage in taking our rightful 
place in the comity of nations, I am confident that they will not be 
found wanting in this collective effort to consolidate India as a plural, 
inclusive and progressive society said Prime Minister in his address. 

a rEpOrT

nATIOnAL mEDIA CEnTRE InAuguRATED
He further said that the commitment of the UPA Government in 
fostering a free, pluralistic and independent media. Our initiatives aim 
to bridge the ‘Information Divide’ and to provide our citizens knowledge 
and information so as to equip them to respond to social, economic 
and technological challenges. Our communication architecture is 
aimed at empowering our people with quality information. Through 
the innovative use of social media, I am confident that our Government 
will address and strengthen the communication needs of an aspirational 
India and connect with our younger generations.

The centre, located at Raisina Road  in New Delhi and equipped with 
latest technologies of information dissemination. It will have offices 
of the Press Information Bureau (PIB) as well as special facilities for 
media. The Centre has been constructed by the National Buildings 
Construction Corporation (NBCC.

It has a press conference hall for 283 media persons, a briefing room 
for about 60 persons, 24 work stations for journalists, a library, media 
lounge and cafeteria. The press conference hall and media lounge are 
wi-fi enabled. Among the facilities provided at the centre are optic fibre 
Internet backbone with redundancy, mini data centre for application 
development and hosting webcast, including live webcast, Video feed 
to TV channels, IT facilities to media persons in work area and lounge, 
Internet telephony and AV Video Wall. The world class media centre 
will have two basements, a ground floor and four floors above it. The 
project is aimed at further improving dissemination of information 
about government policies and programmes, the ministry said.

The Centre was initially conceptualised by the PIB to facilitate greater 
interaction between the government and the media with a state-of- 
the-art equipped media centre. v
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“My dear fellow-citizens, Brothers, sisters and dear children, I greet 
you all on this Independence Day.

Today is certainly a day of joy for us. But on this celebration of 
independence we also feel pain in our hearts that our brothers and 
sisters in Uttarakhand had to face devastation about two months back. 
Our deepest sympathies are with all the families that suffered loss of 
life or property. I want to assure the people of Uttarakhand today 
that the whole country stands with them in this moment of crisis. 
Our government is working with all the resources at its command 
to rehabilitate those whose houses have been destroyed and rebuild 
damaged infrastructure.

Our army, paramilitary forces and numerous officers and staff of 
the Central and State governments worked in difficult conditions in 
partnership with the common people to perform an outstanding task in 
providing relief to those who were stranded. We especially pay homage 
to the officers and men of the Air Force, ITBP and NDRF who sacrificed 
their lives to save others.

We are also deeply pained that we lost the submarine, INS Sindurakshak 
in an accident yesterday.  Eighteen brave sailors are feared to have lost 
their lives.  The accident is all the more painful because the Navy had 
recently achieved two major successes in the form of its first nuclear 
submarine, INS Arihant and the aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant.

We pay homage to the brave hearts we have lost.  We also congratulate 
the Navy on its successes.

Brothers and Sisters,

We achieved independence in 1947 under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi.  If we look at our subsequent journey, we would find that our 
country has seen major changes every ten years.

In the decade beginning 1950, India took its first steps as a democratic 
republic under the leadership of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru. We 
established institutions like the Atomic Energy Commission, Planning 
Commission and Election Commission, which went on to make a 
major contribution to the processes of nation building in later years. 
The first general elections were conducted and a beginning was made 
towards the formulation of the First Five Year Plan for socio-economic 

pRImE mInISTER’S 
InDEpEnDEnCE DAy  

SpEECh- 2013
  15th August, 2013 at Red fort, New  Delhi

development of the country.

In the Sixties, Pandit Nehru set up new industries and factories, 
implemented new irrigation projects and opened new universities. 
By laying emphasis on the role of Science and Technology in nation 
building he started the work of transforming this ancient country into 
a modern nation.

In the Seventies, Indiraji boosted our confidence as a nation. During this 
period, we launched our first satellite in space. The Green Revolution 
enabled us to be self sufficient in food grains for the first time.

In the next decade, Rajiv Gandhi ji set into motion the process of 
technological and economic modernization. The foundation for the 
progress we later made in the area of Information Technology was laid 
during this period. The importance of Panchayati Raj Institutions was 
emphasized and this later resulted in amendments to our Constitutions 
for strengthening and empowering these institutions.

In the year 1991, under the leadership of Shri Narsimha Rao, we 
successfully negotiated a major economic crisis and embraced reforms 
for strengthening our economy. These reforms were opposed by many 
political parties at that time. But the reforms were in national interest 
and were therefore continued by all governments that came to power 
subsequently. Since then, the reform process has continually moved 
forward.

I believe that the last decade has also been a decade of major changes 
in the history of our nation. In no other decade has our economic 
development increased as much as in this decade. Democratic forces 
have been strengthened and many sections of our society have joined 
the mainstream of development for the first time. The common man 
has been given new rights which have led to his social and economic 
empowerment.

Brothers and Sisters,

The first UPA government came to power in May 2004. Ever since, 
we have worked with sincerity and honesty to build a progressive and 
modern India.

We have envisioned a prosperous India. An India which has got rid of 
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centuries old burden of poverty, hunger and disease. Where the light of 
education has driven away the darkness of ignorance and superstition.

Where there is social equality and all citizens enjoy equal economic 
opportunity. Where no section of the society faces injustice and 
exploitation.

We have dreamt of an India where the youth get employment 
opportunities that enable them to contribute to the noble endeavour 
of nation building.

We have strived for India’s voice to be heard loud and clear at the 
international level. We have strived to build a nation that is looked at 
with respect and honour by the whole world.

We have taken many measures to realise these dreams.  But the journey 
is long and a large distance still remains to be travelled. 

Brothers and Sisters,

We have recently issued an Ordinance towards  a Food Security law.  
The Food Security Bill is now before Parliament and we hope it will be 
passed shortly.  This law will benefit 75 percent of our rural population 
and half of our urban population. Under the law, about 81 crore Indians 
would be entitled to receive rice at 3 Rupees per kg, wheat at 2 Rupees 
per kg and coarse grains at 1 Rupee per kg. This is the largest effort of 
its kind in the whole world.

We have been able to implement this law only because of the hard work 
of our farmers. Our food-grain production reached a record level of 
25.9 crore ton in 2011-12.

Without rapid agricultural growth, we cannot achieve our goal of 
making our villages prosperous. We have constantly endeavoured to 
increase production and to ensure that farmers get remunerative prices 
for their produce. In the last 9 years, support prices for various crops 
have been enhanced as never before. The support prices for wheat 
and paddy have been more than doubled. Many States which faced 
shortages of food-grains earlier are now producing more than what 
they require for themselves.

The average annual rate of agricultural growth in the 11th Plan was 3.6, 
which is more than both the 9th and 10th Plan levels.

We now see clear indications of enhanced economic prosperity in our 
rural areas. In the period 2004 to 2011, rural per-capita consumption 
has increased four times faster than earlier.

Rural wages have also increased much faster in this period. MNREGA 
provides employment to crores of people in rural areas.

Measuring poverty is a difficult task. There are diverse views about what 
constitutes poverty. But whatever definition we may adopt, it cannot be 
denied that the pace of reduction in poverty has increased after 2004.

Many States which had been considered backward for a long time, 
with some of them being called Bimaru, are now progressing rapidly.

We have enacted the Right to Education Act to provide every child in 
the country the opportunity for education. Almost all our children are 
today being imparted education in Primary schools.

The number of young men and women going to college has more than 
doubled in the last 9 years.

We have implemented new schemes for scholarships on a large scale 
to enable poor children and those belonging to the weaker sections 
to access opportunities for education. Today, the Central government 
provides scholarships to more than 2 crore children.

Many new institutions have been opened in the area of Higher 
education. For example, 8 new IITs, 7 New IIMs, 16 new Central 
universities and 10 new NITs.  New institutions have also been opened 
to boost scientific research. Steps have been taken to attract students to 
the study of science and encourage Indian scientists working abroad 
to return to India.

However, much still remains to be done for reforming our education 
system. Many of our schools still lack drinking water facilities, toilets 
and other necessary infrastructure. There is a need to improve the 
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quality of education. To achieve this, it is necessary to lay more emphasis 
on training of teachers.

About 11 crore children are being provided afternoon meals every 
day in schools under the Mid-day Meal Scheme. This programme 
is of immense benefit for both education and nutrition of children. 
However, it is necessary to improve its implementation. The tragedy that 
happened in Bihar some days back should not be repeated anywhere 
in the country.

We had launched the National Rural Health Mission in 2005. The 
Mission has started showing good results. Both Maternal Maternity 
and Infant Mortality rates have come down sharply. A much larger 
proportion of children is now born in hospitals. There has also been a 
large increase in the proportion of children being inoculated.

No case of polio has been detected in the country in the last two years. 
We have been able to eradicate a disease which used to cause disability 
to lakhs of people.

The Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana, which provides free in-patient 
treatment in hospitals to our poor brothers and sisters, now covers 
about 3.5 crore families.

We have implemented the Health Mission in urban areas also. This 
will result in both expansion and improvement of health services in 
such areas.

For ensuring better safety and security for women, we have strengthened 
the law dealing with offences against women. 

There has been good progress in the last 9 years in the infrastructure 
sector also, covering areas such as Roads, Railways, Power, Civil 
Aviation, Ports and Telecommunications. About 2 lakh km of new 
roads have been constructed for connecting villages under the Pradhan 
Mantri Gramin Sadak Yojana.  More than 37,000 km of new Highways 
have been built, facilitating travel and trade. More than 40 airports 
have been built or upgraded.  In 2004, only 7 percent of the people had 
telephone connections. Today, 73 percent enjoy this facility. In rural 
areas, this figure has gone up from 2 to 40. There has been a record 
addition to our capacity for electricity generation.

Brothers and Sisters, In the recent months, there has been much 
discussion on the fact that last year our growth rate came down to 5 
percent. This is indeed true and we are trying our best to remedy the 
situation. However, it is not only our country that is facing economic 
difficulties. The last year has been difficult for the world economy as 
a whole. Major European nations are experiencing a slowdown these 
days. All over the world, there has been a slump in export markets. All 
developing countries have slowed down.

I believe that this phase of slow growth in India will not last long. In 

the last 9 years, our economy has grown at an annual average rate of 7.9 
percent. This pace of development is the highest in any decade so far.

Brothers and Sisters, Countries today are more integrated with each 
other than ever before. We have endeavoured that our foreign policy 
exploits this fully to India’s benefit. In the last 9 years, there has been a 
continuous improvement in our relations with the major powers of the 
world. Our Look East policy in respect of 10 ASEAN countries in East 
and South-East Asia has borne good results, especially in economic 
matters. We have also strived for friendship with our neighbouring 
countries. However, for relations with Pakistan to improve, it is essential 
that they prevent the use of their territory and territory under their 
control for any anti-India activity.

There has been improvement in the area of national security also. 
Despite some worrisome communal incidents in 2012 and this year, 
the last 9 years have been good for communal harmony. There has 
been a reduction in terrorist and Naxal violence also. However, the 
area of national security calls for constant vigil. We have not been 
successful in preventing Naxal attacks that happen from time to time. 
The Naxal violence in Chhatisgarh on 25 May was a frontal attack on 
our democracy. Recently, there was a dastardly attack on our Jawans 
on the Line of Control with Pakistan. We will take all possible steps to 
prevent such incidents in the future.

Brothers and Sisters, We have taken many important measures to make 
the work of the government responsive, transparent and honest. I would 
like to mention only two of them here.

Through the RTI Act, the common man now gets more information 
than ever before about the work of the government. This legislation is 
being used on a large scale at all levels. The Act frequently brings to light 
irregularities and corruption and opens the door for improvements. I 
am sure that the RTI will lead to further improvements in the way the 
government functions.

We have introduced the Lokpal Bill in Parliament. The Lok Sabha has 
passed the Bill and it is now before the Rajya Sabha. This legislation will 
be a major step towards making our political system clean.

Brothers and Sisters, We have journeyed a large distance in the last 
decade. But much remains to be done. The process of change that we 
have initiated will be continued in the coming time.

As I have stated earlier also, rapid economic growth is an imperative 
for our country. Without it, we cannot possibly achieve targets such 
as removal of poverty, provision of good quality education and health 
services and creation of new employment opportunities. The average 
rate of economic growth that we have attained in the last 9 years shows 

wE hAvE EnvISIOnED A pROSpEROuS 
InDIA. An InDIA whICh hAS gOT 
RID Of CEnTuRIES OLD buRDEn Of 
pOvERTy, hungER AnD DISEASE.

I bELIEvE ThAT ThIS phASE Of 
SLOw gROwTh In InDIA wILL nOT 
LAST LOng. In ThE LAST 9 yEARS, 
OuR ECOnOmy hAS gROwn AT An 
AnnuAL AvERAgE RATE Of 7.9 %.



Congress sandesh | 15 | august 2013

addrESS TO ThE naTIOn

what we are capable of. However, economic growth has slowed down 
at present and we are working hard to remedy the situation.

We have recently taken many steps to speed up the process of 
government clearances for industry, build an environment more 
conducive to trade and industry and increase investment in the 
economy. A special Cell has been set up to help big projects with 
clearances. The Cabinet Committee on Investment is working to remove 
hindrances in the way of stalled projects.

Inadequate supply of coal had become a major problem affecting our 
efforts for increasing electricity generation. This has been resolved to 
a large extent.

We will start work on a number of new infrastructure projects in 
the coming months. This includes 2 new ports, 8 new airports, new 
industrial corridors and Rail projects.

To boost Foreign Direct Investment, we have recently enhanced 
the limit of such investment in many sectors and made its easier 
procedurally.

In the coming months, we will see visible results of these efforts to 
increase investment. Our growth will accelerate, new employment 
opportunities will be generated and there will be improvements in the 
infrastructure sector.

Brothers and Sisters, After the enactment of the Food Security 
legislation, its implementation will be one of our priorities. We have 
already started working in this direction in partnership with States. 
Computerization of the Public Distribution System will be speeded up.

The Mid-day Meal scheme will be reformed. The meals being provided 
to our children should not only be nutritious but also be cooked 
hygienically. We will take concrete measures to ensure this.

In the area of Skill Development, we could not initially achieve as 
much progress as we wanted. But now the pace has picked up. We have 
established the National Skill Development Authority a few months 
back. We will shortly launch a new scheme under which those who 
have successfully acquired new skills will be given a grant of about 
Rupees 10,000.  This scheme will benefit about 10 lakh young men and 
women in the next 12 months. 

The Multi Sectoral Development Programme for minorities has been 
reformed recently. We will now implement it effectively.

A scheme for offering Minimum Support Prices for minor forest 
produce has been approved some days back. This will enable our tribal 

ThERE hAS bEEn gOOD pROgRESS 
In ThE LAST 9 yEARS In ThE 
InfRASTRuCTuRE SECTOR ALSO, 
COvERIng AREAS SuCh AS ROADS, 
RAILwAyS, pOwER, CIvIL AvIATIOn, 
pORTS AnD TELECOmmunICATIOnS.

brothers and sisters to get remunerative prices for the minor forest 
produce they collect. We will implement the scheme expeditiously.

A High Level Committee has been constituted to collect accurate 
information about the socio-economic, educational and health status 
of our tribal population. The report of the Committee will help us in 
designing better schemes for their benefit.

We can solve many of the problems that our country faces by deploying 
advanced technology. The Aadhaar scheme is a good example. Under 
the scheme, by the end of this year, about 50 crore people will acquire 
the means of proving their identity and this will bring them convenience 
in their daily lives. It will also enable crores of people to avail of banking 
facilities for the first time.

Brothers and Sisters, There can be no place for narrow and sectarian 
ideologies in a modern, progressive and secular country. Such 
ideologies divide out society and weaken our democracy. We should 
prevent them from growing. We need to strengthen those traditions 
of our country which teach us to promote tolerance and respect for 
thought processes different from ours. I would appeal to all political 
parties, all sections of our society and the public at large to work in 
this direction.

Brothers and Sisters, I had stated a few minutes back that every decade 
after independence has witnessed major changes in our country. We 
need to think today what changes we would like to see in the decade 
ahead.

If in the future we can achieve the same kind of progress as in the last 
decade, the day is not far off when India will be rid of poverty, hunger, 
disease and ignorance. Our India will be prosperous and all its citizens 
will be equal partners in this prosperity, irrespective of their religion, 
caste, region or language.

We will also need to build an environment of political stability, social 
cohesion and security for this to happen.

Let us all re-dedicate ourselves to building such an India together.

Dear children, please repeat with me thrice: Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai 
Hind.” v
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wE ShOuLD COnTROL OuR 
AngER: SAyS RAhuL gAnDhI 
whILE LAyIng fOunDATIOn 
STOnE fOR CRpf RECRuITmEnT 
CEnTRE In AmEThI

amethi: Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi, who was on a three-day visit 
to his parliament constituency Amethi, laid 
the foundation stone for a Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) Camp and recruitment 
centre at Trisundi in Bhadar on 25th July, 
2013. Union Home Minister Shri Sushil 
Kumar Shinde and Minister of State for 
Home Shri R P N Singh, Union Home 
Secretary Anil Goswami, CRPF chief Pranay 
Sahay and other senior officials attended 
the foundation stone laying ceremony of 
a recruits training centre of the Central 
Reserve Police Force. 

While lauding the tremendous services 
being done by the CRPF, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said “Now there is peace in Punjab and no 
violence there as of now. CRPF has been 
playing an important role in the positive 
developments in Punjab – the state which 
gives the entire food for our nation.  “You 
(CRPF jawans) have given your blood to 
safeguard democracy in Punjab and gave its 
youths hope. Unfortunately we forget you 
after the peace returns,”  CRPF Jawans gave 
their blood and sweat to bring democracy 
back in the state and to help the youth to 
build a bright future”. Shri Rahul said. He 
also referred to the sacrifices made by the 
CRPF jawans in operations against the 
Maoists in Jharkhand, Chattisgarh and 
against the militants in Jammu and Kashmir. 

wOmEn’S pARTICIpATIOn ImpORTAnT fOR 
DEvELOpmEnT: RAhuL gAnDhI

amethi: Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi who visited his parliamentary 
constituency of Amethi on 14th August, 2013 said that development in the country cannot 
be imagined without the participation of women. Shri Rahul Gandhi in Amethi took part in 
a women self-help group programme.

“Bringing about a change in the country and its development cannot be imagined without the 
participation of women,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said. On his way to Jais to attend the programme, 
the Congress MP took a brief halt at Akelwa crossing and listened to the grievances of a group 
of 40 women. They also demanded a station for halt of passenger trains in Akelwa area and 
construction of roads.

Later, while addressing a two-day training camp of about 200 women participants, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi stressed on linking more and more women with the self-help groups. He stressed 
that “development of the country and bringing about a change could not be thought without 
the participation of women.”

“The main aim is to make women self reliant for which continued efforts are being made 
through the ‘Rajiv Gandhi Mahila Vikas Pariyojana’ and the results are good,” said the 
Congress Vice-President. Shri Rahul Gandhi added that women will have to come forward 
for the development of the country and society. v

The congress leader stressed the need for 
providing better housing facilities to the 
families of the jawans.

Earlier, Shri Rahul inaugurated the CRPF 
recruitment centre at Amethi, which was 
the first in the state and hoped that it would 
bring employment to the people of the 
region. “I am told that 17 per cent of CRPF 

jawans come from UP,” he said.

The Congress Vice President also struck 
an emotional chord with the brave CRPF 
Jawans and requested the Centre to extend 
all possible help and support to their 
families. “Their biggest issue is their family, 
their comfort and well being. In fact, they 
face two challenges – one to fight for the 

vICE prESIdEnT’S vISIT
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vICE prESIdEnT’S vISIT

fOOD SECuRITy SChEmE IS hISTORIC, TAKE IT TO ThE 
mASSES: RAhuL gAnDhI
new delhi: Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi had a meeting with all Congress 
state unit presidents on 28th July, 2013 was held at AICC Headquarters in New Delhi 
to discuss the Food Security Bill. Congress-led states are expected to begin launching 
the Food Security scheme brought in by Congress-led UPA government at the centre 
from August 20, which is the birth anniversary of our beloved leader and former Prime 
Minister late Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi termed Food Security Bill a historic 
legislation and urged the Congress leaders to publicise its importance among the masses.

In his opening remarks at a meeting of Pradesh Congress Committee presidents and 
Congress Legislative Party leaders in New Delhi, Shri Rahul Gandhi said it was for the 
first time in the history of the country that any government had passed legislation on 
the people’s right to food.

The Congress leader asked them to disseminate information among the masses about 
the Bill’s significance. As concerns were raised over anomalies in the PDS system, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi expressed confidence that since the bill gives legal entitlements to people, 
it will build pressure on the existing institutions and changes will happen at the lowest 
level. “We must first understand the whole thing and then party cadres should help 
people understand it. Government of India is bringing this bill which will revolutionize 
the life of people at those strata where people have struggled,” added Shri Rahul Gandhi.

Union Food Minister Shri KV Thomas, in his address said that  a misconception existed 
among people that Public Distribution System would cease to exist after the Bill was 
implemented and asked them to dispel the notion. The Bill would plug the leakages 
existing in the PDS, he said. v

country and the other is to ensure the 
welfare of their families.  I therefore request 
Shindeji, who is our Home Minister, 
to extend maximum support to CRPF 
Jawans for ensuring their families’ welfare 
and comfort”, said Rahul Gandhi and the 
audience, which comprised a good number 
of CRPF personnel greeted it with loud 
applauds.

Shri Rahul Gandhi asserted that people 
should control their anger for development. 
“It is because of the anger some people 
become militants. But when we control it 
and connect ourselves with the democratic 
political system, the country will develop,” 
he said.

Addressing the event, the Congress vice 
president urged the people of Amethi 
to welcome the UP’s first CRPF Recruit 
Training Centre. “Amethi is your home as 
well as mine. These CRPF Jawans are my 
guests as well as yours. So we must extend 
a warm welcome and affection to them 
and we should work in tandem with them 
for the benefit of our country”, urged Shri 
Rahul Gandhi.

“Hindustan is a concept as well as a 
country.  The people, the officers and the 
ministers frame this concept and the idea 
is to take everyone along in the process 
of development. So let us strengthen this 
concept” he added.   

Shri Rahul Gandhi had arrived in his 
parliamentary constituency Amethi on 
23rd July, 2013 along with his sister 
Smt. Priyanka Vadra on a three-day 
visit. Rahul Gandhi also interacted with 
Congress workers and local leaders and 
discussed about strengthening the party 
in the constituency. While Smt. Priyanka 
Gandhi returned on 24th July, 2013, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi stayed back to attend the 
CRPF event.

The Congress  Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi  and Smt.  Pr iyanka Gandhi 
interviewed about 40 candidates for the 
post of 17 block and five city unit presidents 
since the morning at the Munshiganj guest 
house. Both the leaders asked questions 
about the party’s history, Panchayati Raj, 
major schemes of Congress-led UPA 
government, benefits of MNREGA and 
ways and means for further strengthening 

the party organisation. The process for 
selection of these candidates had started 
on July 12 on the directives of Shri Rahul 
Gandhi and Smt. Priyanka Gandhi.

A merit list was prepared on the basis of 
candidates’ seniority and works done by 

them by a committee comprising present 
and former MLAs, members of PCC 
and AICC and was given to Shri Rahul 
Gandhi. The four top performers, as per 
the recommendation of the committee for 
each block and city units, were called for 
interviews. v
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rESOlUTIOn On TElangana

ThE COngRESS wORKIng COmmITTEE 
EnDORSES fORmATIOn Of TELAngAnA STATE

new delhi: The long standing demand of 
people of Telangana region of Andhra Pradesh 
for a separate state of Telangana was endorsed 
when the CWC met on 30th, July, 2013. A 
decision was taken to create India’s 29th state, 
Telangana, by bifurcating Andhra Pradesh. The 
Congress party’s highest decision – making 
body, CWC, passed a resolution after the 
Congress’s allies in the UPA government had 
unanimously backed the formation of the 
new state.

The notings and resolutions of the meeting 
of the Congress Working Committee are as 
follows:-

· The long standing demand of large sections 
of the people of Telangana region of Andhra 
Pradesh for a separate State of Telangana in 
order to better fulfill their social, economic, 
political and other aspirations;

· That the election manifesto of the Indian 
National Congress for the elections to the 
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly in 
2004 referred to the demand for a separate 
State of Telangana;

· That the Common Minimum Programme 
of the UPA (I) Government of May, 2004 
and the President’s address to the joint 
session of Parliament in June, 2004 referred 
to the formation of a separate State of 
Telangana after consultations and building 
of a consensus;

· That Shri Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy, then 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, made a 
statement in the Andhra Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly on 12th February, 2009 assuring 
the House of steps towards the formation of 
a separate State of Telangana;

· The views expressed at an all – Party meeting 
held at Hyderabad on 7th December, 2009 

with Shri K. Rosaiah, the Chief Minister 
of Andhra Pradesh, in the Chair on the 
proposal to form separate State of Telangana;

· T h e  s t at e m e nt s  m a d e  by  S h r i  P. 
Chidambaram, then Union Home Minister, 
on 9th December, 2009 and 23rd December, 
2009 after due consultations;

· The views expressed by the eight recognized 
political parties of Andhra Pradesh at the 
meetings held at New Delhi on 5th January, 
2010 and 6th January, 2011;

· The report of the Justice B.N. Srikrishna 
Committee submitted on 30th December, 
2010 and the various options recommended 
therein;

· The views expressed by political parties, 
political leaders, elected representatives 
and citizens’ groups at a large number 
of meetings convened by the General 
Secretaries of AICC (in – charge of Andhra 
Pradesh) on different dates and in different 
parts of the State of Andhra Pradesh over a 
period of nearly three years;

It is RESOLVED to request the Central 
Government

· To take steps in accordance with the 
Constitution of India to form a separate State 
of Telangana;

· To establish, simultaneously and within a 
definite time frame, institute mechanism 
to address the concerns of the people of the 
regions of Andhra, Rayalaseema on matters 
relating to (but not limited to) the sharing of 
river waters, generation and distribution of 
electricity, safety and security of all residents 
in all the three regions, and the guarantee of 
the fundamental rights of all residents;

· To declare that Hyderabad will be the 

common capital of both States for a period 
of ten years after the formation of the State 
of Telangana and to put in place legal and 
administrative measures to ensure that both 
State Governments can function efficiently 
from the common capital during the said 
period of ten years;

· To assist in the building of a new capital for 
the residuary State of Andhra Pradesh within 
a period of ten years;

· To declare the Polavaram irrigation project 
as a National project and to provide adequate 
funds to complete the same;

· To identify the special needs of the backward 
regions/districts of Andhra Pradesh and to 
provide adequate funds for the development 
of those areas; and

· To assist the Government of Andhra Pradesh 
and, after the formation of the State of 
Telangana, assist both State Governments 
to maintain law and order and ensure peace 
and harmony in all the regions/districts;

T he  C ong re ss  Work i ng  C om m itte e 
acknowledges that the decision to form a 
separate State of Telangana has not been an 
easy decision. The decision taken today (31st 
July, 2013) has been taken after the widest 
possible consultations and after taking into 
account the chequered history of the demand 
for a separate State of Telangana since 1956. 
The Congress Working Committee appeals to 
all Congress men and women as well as to all 
the Telugu speaking people and the residents 
of the State of Andhra Pradesh to extend their 
fullest cooperation so that this resolution can 
be implemented in letter and spirit and in a 
manner that ensures peace and goodwill and 
progress and prosperity among all the sections 
of the people of both States. v
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The name of Rajiv Gandhi 
shines in the annals of 
our history as a visionary 

leader who re-engineered the 
national mindset on a variety 
of issues and won the immense 
confidence of the people in a 
very short span of time. Endowed 
w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  c o u r a g e , 
fortitude, wisdom, dedication 
and conviction, he left an indelible 
imprint of his personality in our 
national life. Rajiv Gandhi brought 
to Indian politics an open mind 
and a fresh outlook and with these 
noble attributes he combined the 
natural gift of a sharp political instinct. His deep understanding of 
India’s socio-religious pluralism and its unique civilization heritage 
was another asset that acted as a driving force behind his political will 
to rid the country of the several ills afflicting its people.

Rajiv Gandhi was born in Bombay on 20 August 1944 to Shri Feroze 
Gandhi and Smt. Indira Gandhi. In 1950, when he was six years old, 
they shifted to Delhi and stayed with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Soon, 
Rajiv was enrolled in the Welhams School, Dehradun. Subsequently, he 
joined the prestigious Doon School in 1955. Thereafter, Rajiv Gandhi 
left for Cambridge in 1962 and joined the Trinity College. From there, 
he moved over to the Imperial College of Science and Technology in 
London. During his stay at Cambridge, Rajiv met Miss Sonia Maino, 
whom he married in 1968.

On returning to India, Rajiv Gandhi joined the Indian Airlines 
training course at Hyderabad in December 1967; later, he joined the 
Indian Airlines as an apprentice on 5 May 1968 and captained HS-
748 type aircrafts before securing the Boeing Commander’s Licence 
in 1980.

Though Rajiv Gandhi stayed at 1, Safdarjung Road, the official 
residence of the Prime Minister and his mother, Smt. Indira Gandhi, 

A LIfE SKETCh

A LEgEnDARy pERSOnALITy :  
RAjIv gAnDhI

he kept a distance from politics. 
However, the sudden death of his 
politically active brother, Sanjay 
Gandhi, in June 1980, changed 
the whole scenario. Eventually, 
Rajiv Gandhi relinquished a 
bright prospect in his chosen 
career and plunged into politics 
and contested for  the Lok 
Sabha election from the Amethi 
constituency in June 1981, which 
he won by a thumping majority. 
Soon, he got active in the party 
work. He was appointed the 
General Secretary of the All India 
Congress Committee (Indira) 

[AICC (I)] on 3 February 1983. Simultaneously, he was given the 
charge of managing the affairs of the Congress Seva Dal, the Youth 
Congress (I), the National Students’ Union of India (NSUI) and many 
other bodies relating to women, students, youth and minorities.

On 31 December 1984, following the assassination of Smt. Indira 
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi was sworn in as the Prime Minister of India. The 
fortitude, dignity and composure he displayed in facing the personal 
tragedy and its aftermath impelled the entire nation to look to him 
for solace and reassurance.

Rajiv Gandhi was a truly modern leader with an open mind receptive 
to ideas and a broad vision. Soon after taking over the reins of 
administration, he stoically faced the challenges that confronted the 
nation and set out to rejuvenate the country. In the Eighth General 
Elections held in December 1984, he led the Congress Party to a 
landslide victory winning 401 seats out of 509 contested and a higher 
percentage of the popular vote than ever before.

Rajiv Gandhi convinced that the future of India depended on 
technological modernization, higher productivity and rapid 
advancement towards social justice. With a massive mandate 
behind him, he heralded a new era in inclusive development of the 
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Indian economy by giving priority to food production, employment 
generation and increase in productivity in the Seventh Five Year Plan 
so as to eradicate poverty and enhance the Gross National Product.

Rajiv Gandhi stressed the need for faster and holistic agricultural 
growth which required the extension of Green Revolution to other 
regions.  Besides, he provided an acceleration to dry-land farming 
through the Technology Mission for oilseeds and the national project 
on pulses. He gave a major thrust to agriculture in the Seventh Five 
Year Plan. During his tenure as Prime Minister, the production of 
foodgrains touched an all time record. Rajiv Gandhi also gave a 
new orientation to the Industrial Policy so as to achieve a higher 
growth rate and a new impetus to the productive forces in industry 
to encourage quality and healthy competition.

Rajiv Gandhi’s emphasis on technology can be gauged from the fact 
that he set up technology mission in the fields of telecommunications, 
oil seeds, immunization, drinking water and illiteracy. He set off 
earnestly to pull the country out of the morass of self-weakening 
traditional mindsets rooted in caste, creed and gender discrimination. 
His cherished dream was to take India into the 21st Century as 
a country free from poverty, exploitation and the burden of its 
colonial past. Therefore, he launched a frontal attack on corruption, 
inefficiency and procedural complications in bureaucracy and worked 
whole-heartedly to provide an honest, humane, efficient and clean 
administration. Rajiv Gandhi brought in a new work culture which 
took into consideration not only the demands from the worker but 
also the working atmosphere as well as basic requirements of an 
employee. Amply realizing the fact that the key to economic and 
social transformation lies in administrative reforms, he brought the 
Department of Personnel and Administrative Reforms under his direct 
control and made constant review of the administrative organization, 
policies and procedures.

Highly influenced by the diversified roles the computers could perform 
in enhancing efficiency, in increasing productivity and in forecasting 
designs, Rajiv Gandhi effected a new computer policy that provided 
considerable fillip to the indigenous production of computers and 
their use in offices, schools, banks and in many other areas of human 
activities. He was also convinced that India could make place for 

herself as a producer of software by rightly utilizing the available 
skilled labour.

Another ambitious and innovative programme of Rajiv Gandhi was 
to decentralize power by giving constitutional status to the Panchayati 
Raj system. He was fully aware of the fact that only a fraction of 
the amount earmarked for the welfare of the people was reaching 
the targeted segments, the rest getting lost on the way because of 
corruption and administrative ineffectiveness. He, therefore, wanted 
to devolve financial power to the people through the Panchayati 
Raj and Nagar Palika Bills. This was an ample proof of his vision 
that the participative and democratic system of Government would 
unleash enormous energy, bring governance closer to the ideals of 
self-governance and ensure revolutionary changes in the status of the 
downtrodden and the marginalized sections of society.

Rajiv Gandhi realized that the inordinate delay in the deliverance of 
justice to the people in India was in a way tantamount to the denial 
of justice. He also knew that the courts were over-burdened with too 
many cases. In order to relieve the pressure on courts, he gave a further 
thrust to the judicial system through the Lok Adalats, which led to 
speedy disposal of cases. Besides, Rajiv Gandhi raised the strength of 
the judges in the Supreme Court and High Courts and took steps to fill 
up the vacancies in these Courts within a reasonable time limit so that 
pending court cases could be disposed of quickly. He also provided 
a new channel of grievance ventilation to government servants with 
the establishment of the Administrative Tribunals.

Rajiv Gandhi was highly critical of misgovernance and the failure of 
the delivery system. He began at the top by taking initiatives to end 
political degeneration. The Constitution (52nd Amendment) Act, 
1985, popularly known as the Anti-Defection Law, was enacted to put 
an end to political defection. Another significant step taken by him was 
the Companies (Amendment) Act, 1985 which permitted donations 
by companies to political parties subject to certain conditions.

Rajiv Gandhi had tremendous confidence in the youth and expected 
much from them in the task of nation-building. To give the youth of 
India a feeling of active participation in the democratic process, the 
voting age was lowered from 21 to 18 years through an amendment 

Remembering Rajivji on his 69th birth anniversary

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi paying tributes at the Samadhi 
of former Prime Minister, late Shri Rajiv Gandhi, at Vir Bhoomi, in 
New Delhi on August 20, 2013.

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh paying tributes
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to the Constitution. This amendment, which added in almost 50 
million young voters to our electoral system, changed the electorates’ 
profile overnight.

Rajiv Gandhi was proud of India’s glorious cultural heritage and 
emphasized on every occasion the need to imbibe the age-old values 
and wisdom that India stood for. Though he was a vocal champion 
of modernization, he never wanted India to lose her identity based 
on the values of secularism, tolerance, non-violence and peaceful co-
existence which made possible so many diverse cultural traditions to 
flourish in our country. His concern for protecting, promoting and 
highlighting Indian culture was manifested in his new Education 
Policy and the holding of Festivals of India in different parts of the 
world. His interest in art and culture prompted him to set up seven 
Zonal Cultural Centres which not only helped inter-State Cultural 
interaction but also brought about an awareness in the minds of the 
general public of their rich cultural heritage.

Rajiv Gandhi was deeply concerned about the problem of 
environmental degradation and its catastrophic impact on human 
civilization. He showed his profound concern for environment by 
launching a programme to clean the River Ganga and by setting 
up the National Wasteland Development Board. Rajiv Gandhi also 
called for global efforts to ensure access to environment-friendly 
technologies and the funding of research and development into such 
technologies. With these ends, he proposed the establishment of a 
Planet Protection Fund (PPF), under the aegis of the United Nations 
to be used to protect the environment by developing or purchasing 
conservation-compatible technologies in critical areas which could 
then be brought into the public domain for the benefit of both the 
developing and developed countries.

As far as India’s foreign policy is concerned, Rajiv Gandhi gave utmost 
importance to improving India’s relation with the neighbouring 
countries while not making and kind of compromise with the 
country’s unity, integrity and the principles the nation stood for. 
With all good intentions, he signed the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord which 
provided for the safety of life and property of the Tamils and ensuring 
the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka. His 
desire to promote good neighbourly relations prompted him to send 

emergency help to the beleaguered Maldives Government in 1988 and 
relief to the flood stricken people of Bangladesh the same year. Rajiv 
Gandhi also initiated substantive talks with Pakistan and was keenly 
interested in promoting people-to-people contacts so as to promote 
friendship and understanding between the two nations. Convinced 
that the consolidation of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) would go a long way in solving the plethora of 
problems faced by the countries of the region, he directed his efforts to 
promote sustained and continuous cooperation among the members 
of the Association.

Rajiv Gandhi visualized a world free of tensions and conflicts, where 
the atmosphere of suspicion would be replaced by mutual trust 
and cooperation, and where balance of terror would be replaced 
by promotion of legitimate interests of all. He believed the cause of 
disarmament to be a logical extension of the Gandhian view of non-
violence and followed this policy in international relations. Thus, soon 
after assuming office, he continued the Six-Nation Peace Initiative 
to bring about nuclear disarmament. Having been convinced of the 
futility of arms-race, Rajiv Gandhi, in the Delhi Declaration, which 
he signed with Mikhail Gorbachev, affirmed the commitment to a 
world free of weapons of mass destruction and a world without war. 
This, in turn, provided a tremendous fillip to the global endeavours 
towards the processes of disarmament and arms control. Rajiv Gandhi 
also presented an Action Plan before the Special Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on Disarmament in 1988 which was yet 
another landmark initiative he took for bringing about a peaceful, 
nuclear-free world based on equality, justice and non-violence.

Rajiv Gandhi faithfully worked for reviving the stalled North-South 
dialogue while bringing vitality to South-South cooperation. To him 
the two were inter-related. While emphasizing the need for bringing 
a change in the present unjust and unequal international economic 
order through a revival of the North-South dialogue, he also called 
upon the developing nations to become more self-reliant, individually 
and collectively.

Rajiv Gandhi strongly believed in the worth of multilateralism in 
international affairs and continuously strived for the successful 
conclusion of the multilateral trade negotiations aimed at the growth 

The President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee paying tributes

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the Vice President, 
Shri Mohd. Hamid Ansari, the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, the Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira Kumar, Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and other dignitaries at a prayer meeting, at the 
Samadhi 
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of all countries. He strongly felt the need for 
a sound multilateral trading system to ensure 
global economic stability and accelerate 
development. As the Chairman of Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM), Rajiv Gandhi 
endeavoured to consolidate NAM as a force in 
the world affairs. He contributed significantly 
to the strengthening of the NAM by giving 
a new direction to it in the fast changing 
environment of the 1980s.

Rajiv Gandhi was the symbol of the fight 
against oppression and exploitation taking 
place in any part of the world, whether it 
was in South Africa, Namibia or Palestine. 
He launched a sustained attack on the 
dehumanizing policy of apartheid, which 
he believed would eventually be dismantled. 
To him, the struggle against the evil of 
apartheid in South Africa was an extension 
of India’s freedom struggle and neither 
Indians nor the people of the world could 
really be free until this inhuman system was 
uprooted and justice delivered. He played a 
prominent role at the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting at Nassau in bringing 
about a consensus on the measures to be taken 
against the racist regime in South Africa. He 
was instrumental in establishing the AFRICA Fund for assisting the 
Frontline States to resist invasion, colonialism and apartheid. The 
restoration of human rights and human dignity to the people of South 
Africa was thus one of his major objectives.

Rajiv Gandhi had an abiding faith in the efficacy of parliamentary 
democracy and he firmly believed that India’s form and style of 
democracy based on the twin principles of secularism and socialism 
was the best model for development. He always made elaborate 
preparations before coming to the Parliament and took the nation 
into confidence through the Parliament on all important national 
and international issues. Even though his party emerged as the largest 
single party in Lok Sabha in the 1989 General Elections, he preferred to 
sit as a responsible Opposition. Rajiv Gandhi performed his role as the 
Leader of the Opposition in the most dignified and democratic way.

Rajiv Gandhi’s eventful public life came to an abrupt end on 21 May, 
1991 when he was assassinated at Sriperumbudur, a small town west 
of Chennai, where he had gone to address a political meeting while 
campaigning for his party in the General Election to the Tenth Lok 
Sabha. The entire nation, the Parliament, the State Legislatures, 
leaders from all walks of life, millions of his followers and admirers 
and dignitaries from around the world mourned the sad and untimely 
demise of this visionary leader who guided the nation in its march 
towards the Twenty-first Century.

President R. Venkataraman in his condolence message described Rajiv 
Gandhi as “a brave and dedicated son of India”.

Condoling the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, the Lok Sabha passed 

the following Resolution:

  “This House expresses its profound sense of grief at the treacherous and 
brutal assassination of our former Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi. 
The cult of violence and the atmosphere of hatred deliberately promoted 
by senseless elements who have no faith in the democratic process 
and who are ceaselessly working against the unity and integrity of the 
nation, have claimed yet another crusader of peace and non-violence 
who, like his revered mother seven years ago, preferred to risk his life 
rather than to distance himself from the common masses of the country 
who loved him so intensely. The passing away of Shri Rajiv Gandhi at 
such a crucial juncture has deprived the country of the services of a 
young and charismatic leader on whom the downtrodden masses had 
pinned their hope and faith for a better and brighter future”.

The Rajya Sabha also mourned the sad demise of Rajiv Gandhi and 
passed the following Resolution:

“This House deeply mourns the passing away of Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
an outstanding world leader, who, with prescient vision, indomitable 
courage and tremendous determination, dedicated himself to the sacred 
task of building a new India, representing the dreams of generations of 
patriots our glorious struggle for freedom, an India – strong, united, 
peaceful and progressive, an India evolving in the genius of her time – 
honoured ethos of oneness and synthesis, towards modernity, an India 
making her contribution to the building of a better, more humane, 
world environment.

This House expressed the sense of profound shock and remorse felt by 
our nation, and the people around the world, that Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
was assassinated and our nation so deprived.” v

The Chairperson, National Advisory Council and Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi, The 
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, the Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira Kumar, the Leader 
of Opposition in Lok Sabha, the Union Ministers, the Chairman of BJP Parliamentary Party, 
and other dignitaries paid tributes to the former Prime Minister, late Shri Rajiv Gandhi, on his 
69th birth anniversary, at Parliament House, in New Delhi on August 20, 2013.

TrIbUTE

Tributes paid in Parliament
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“India is an old country, but a young nation; and like the young everywhere, we are impatient. I am 
young and I too have a dream. I dream of an India, strong, independent, self reliant and in the forefront 

of the front ranks of the nations of the world in the service of mankind.”
-Rajiv Gandhi

RAjIv gAnDhI: hIS mISSIOn fOR LITERATE InDIA 

Shri Rajiv Gandhi was a man of 
dynamism with scientific bent of mind 
and keenness for moving ahead by 

providing technological solutions to social 
problems. Rajiv Gandhi became sixth Prime 
Minister of India in 1984-1989 and brought 
with him new hopes and new vision. The 
first policy he announced after taking over 
as the Prime Minister of India in late 1984 
was the computer policy. He said.... India 
missed the Industrial revolution; it cannot 
afford to miss the computer revolution. 
This policy announcement earned him the 
reputation of a man who would take India 
into the 21st century. Empowering the  youth 
was one of his dreams. To empower youth he 
lowered the voting age from 21 to 18 years, 
thereby giving the right to youth to elect 
the government of their choice. This was a 
fundamental change in the electoral system.

The suggestion of giving panchayats 
constitutional status was opposed by 
the Sarkaria Commission, but the idea, 
however, gained momentum in the late 
1980s especially because of the endorsement 
by the late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 
The 73rd and 74th amendments of the 
Constitution were a result of the vision and 
efforts of  Rajiv ji, which has brought power 
at the doorstep of the people and to devolve 
powers of planning and development to 
the grass-root Panchayat Raj institutions of 
democracy, so that the people shape their 
own destiny as per their needs.  

When he became the Prime Minister, he was 
eager to use science and technology. He knew 
that modern science and technology can 
play constructive role in social and human 
developmental process. In fact, he heralded 
the Information and Communication 
technology revolution in the country 
as result today we see lakhs of people 

communicating through internet, computers 
and smart phones. He endeavoured to make 
India a powerful nation in and around by 
redefining its role in then changing world 
with a vision of building a strong, vibrant 
and self-reliant India. 

nATIOnAL EDuCATIOn pOLICy (npE), 
1986
Rajiv Gandhi’s dream was to empower 
women, youth and deprived section of 
the society. His dream was to decentralise 
power and give power to the people at the 
grassroot level to manage administration 
and resources. With this dream in his heart 
he unfurled a New Policy on Education, in 
the year 1986 knowing the force multiplier 
effect of literate India.

It was then, when Shri Rajiv Gandhi was 
the Prime Minister, the Parliament of 
India, during its Budget session in 1986 
discussed and adopted the “National Policy 
on Education 1986”. With the enactment 
of NPE, 1986 the country embarked 
upon a second phase of expansion and 
establishment of centres in elementary and 
higher education. The first National Policy 
on Education was announced by the third 
Prime Minister of India, Smt Indira Gandhi 
in the year 1968 with the aim to promote 
national progress, a sense of common 
citizenship and culture, and to strengthen 
national integration.

nEw ELEmEnTS In npE, 1986
The National Policy on Education, 1986 
introduced many innovations. It gave 
unqualified priority to Universal Elementary 
Education. The policy   shifted the emphasis 
from enrolment perse to enrolment as well 
as retention of students as enrolment by 
itself is of little importance if children do 

not continue at 
school.

P e r h a p s  t h e 
m o s t  n o t a b l e 
development of 
National Policy 
on Education, 
1986 has been 
the acceptance 
of  a  common 
s t r u c t u r e  o f 
e d u c a t i o n 
throughout the country and the introduction 
of the 10+2+3 system by most States.

Regarding Secondary Education, NPE,86 
stressed on the improvement of the quality 
of secondary education. The NPE and later 
POA, 1992 emphasized on the importance of 
technology and formulated policy regarding 
the utilizations of computer education and 
to provide computer literacy in as many 
secondary level institutions to make the 
students equipped with necessary computer 
skills

Regarding higher education, NPE 1986 
and Programme of Action of 1992 laid 
importance to research work and emphasized 
that higher education should provide to the 
people with an opportunity to reflect on the 
critical social, economic, cultural, moral and 
spiritual issues.

The NPE of 1986 and Programme of Action 
of 1992 emphasized that education must 
play a positive and interventionist role in 
correcting social and regional imbalance, 
empowering women, and in securing 
rightful place for the disadvantaged and 
the minorities. 

Last but the most important, the NPE, 1986 
sought to address the most difficult aspect of 

Dr Manjunath GN
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access to education of millions of girls and 
working children who, because of socio-
economic compulsions, cannot participate 
in school system. Rajiv Gandhi realised the 
need and the relevance of both formal and 
non-formal educational pattern to improve 
literacy. Therefore, it was for the first time, 
in 1986, that an educational policy had 
admitted that the school would not reach 
all children and that a large and systematic 
programme of Non-Formal Education 
(NFE) has to be an integral component of 
the strategy to achieve total literate India. 

TEChnOLOgy mISSIOn fOR 
LITERACy: nLm
For Rajiv Gandhi technology was not just 
meant for technological development alone 
but for the service of mankind and to make 
the lives of ordinary people better. He 
understood that India in the fields of atomic 
energy, space and defence and Indian science 
and technology had achieved the objectives 
that were set from time to time as these 
were done in the mission mode. He wanted 
similar achievements in various other 
sectors which are of direct relevance and of 
critical shortages but which are crucial in 
human development and nation building 
process. Education was considered by him 
as one the most important and vital area for 
social and human development. He wanted 
people of India must derive the maximum 
benefit from the assets already created and 
to ensure that the fruits of change that is 
continously taking place must reach all 
sections society. He knew that Education is 
the road to achieve this goal. 

An innovative and a bold experiment called 
“Technology mission” was initiated during 
his term as Prime Minister in the year 1987-
88. The “Technology Mission” is the brain 
child of Shri Rajiv Gandhi. The mission 
was started as an offshoot of the Seventh 
Plan in the fields of literacy, and other five 
more areas of critical needs: immunization, 
oilseeds, drinking water, dairy products 
and telecommunication. The fundamental 
objective of this National Technology 
Missions was to improve the motivational 
level of the people and to focus on the key 
human needs. 

In the field of education, Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
realised that absolute illiteracy, non-

enrolment in schools and drop-outs at 
the school level are the primary causes for 
volume of illiteracy that was growing from 
time to time. It is in this background that 
National Literacy Mission (NLM) was set 
up by the government of India on 5 May 
1988 with an aim to eradicate illiteracy in 
the country by imparting functional literacy 
to non-literates. NLM was a nationwide    
programme lunched with the aims to make 
80 million adults literate in the age group 
of 15 - 35. The objective of the mission was 
to literate the target group of 10 million 
people per annum in the age group of 
15-35 to manage their everyday activities.  
The Literacy Mission was very successful 
to the extent that it imparted functional 
literacy to 40 million people as against 10 
million people per year. This was because 
of the fact that the mission received positive 
response from other age groups as well. 
Due to positive response from non targeted 
groups the Mission targets were reset to 
include elementary education. In fact, the 
Literacy mission generated a spill over effect 
where the drop-out rates have decreased and 
enrolment in primary schools has increased. 
Technology Mission for Literacy gave new 
direction in the field of education to bring 
rapid social and human development. The 
technology mission like other technology 
missions was people centred and with the 
end objective of social development and 
social transformation. 

nATIOnAL LITERACy mISSIOn (nLm)
The NLM was initiated not only to make 
everybody just self reliant in reading, writing 
and arithmetic but also to make them aware 
of the development issues affecting the 
society and helping people become aware 
of why they are deprived and helping them 
move towards change. National Literacy 
Mission works under the guidance of 
National Literacy Mission Authority, an 
independent wing of Ministry of Human 
Resource Development. 

The National Literacy Mission also empowers 
women of the country by including them 
into their total literacy campaigns. If one 
goes by the 2001 census, then it will become 
clear that percentage of female literacy in 
the country is 54.16. The literacy campaigns 
undertaken by NLM not only guides females 
on how to read and write but also make 

them aware of the various social issues in 
the society. Through education earned in 
campaigns by NLM, females find themselves 
tremendously confident. They run their 
family in a better way and have a greater say 
in the family matters.

nLm: ITS AChIEvEmEnTS  
The literacy campaigns represent the largest 
ever civil and military mobilization in the 
history of the country. The following are its 
achievements:-

· 127.44 million  have already been made 
literate under all programs of NLM. 

· 60%  learners are female and 40%  are male. 

· 23%  learners belong to Scheduled Caste 
and 12%  belong to Scheduled Tribes.

· The cumulative number of literary 
volunteers mobilized since the launching 
of literacy campaigns is about 15 million. 

LITERACy SCEnARIO In InDIA (AS 
pER 2011 CEnSuS)
Literacy in India has made remarkable strides 
since Independence.  This has been further 
confirmed by the results of the Census 2011. 
The literacy rate has increased from 18.33% 
in 1951 to 73% in 2011. This is despite the 
fact that during the major part of the last six 
decades there has been exponential growth 
of the population at nearly 2% per annum.  
Some of the important highlights of Census 
2011 are given below:

· The literacy rate in the country has 
increased to 73%, which reflects an overall 
increase of 9.20%.

· The male literacy rate has increased to 
82.14%, which shows an increase of 6.88%.  
On the other hand, the female literacy of 
65.46% has increased at a much faster rate 
of 11.79%.

· The male-female literacy gap has reduced 
from 21.59% in 2001 to 16.68% in 2011.  

· All States and Union Territories without 
exception have shown increase in literacy 
rates during 2001-2011.

· The number of literate persons has 
increased to 778.45 million in 2011 thus 
adding an additional 217.70 million 
literates in the country.
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DECADAL InCREASE In LITERACy
Literacy Rates in India (1951-2001)

Census Persons Male Female Male- 
Year     female gap

1951 18.33 27.16 8.86 18.30

1961 28.30 40.40 15.35 25.05

1971 34.45 45.96 21.97 23.98

1981 43.57 56.38 29.76 26.62

1991 52.21 64.13 39.29 24.84

2001 64.84 75.26 53.67 21.59

2011* 72.99 82.14 65.46 16.68

as per provisional data of census 2011.

SOCIAL ImpACTS Of nLm
The single biggest characteristic of the 
literacy campaigns has been their ability to 
galvanize entire communities into believing 
that learning must become an integral part 
of their lives. 

The Adult Education programme has 
contributed in a significant way to better 
enrolment of children in schools. India 
recorded heightened social awareness 
regarding the importance of education 
both for themselves as well as for their 
children. Study findings in India show 
that enrolment of boys and girls in the age 
group 5-15 years is significantly higher 
in neo-literate households as compared 
to children in illiterate households. The 
biggest achievement of the adult education 
movement has been its impact on girl’s 
education. The confidence of the girls as they 
perform their scholastic and extra-curricular 
roles is the result of the awareness among 
neo-literate parents that girls need to be 
educated and outgoing. 

One of the great strengths of the adult 
education programme has been the 
involvement of women. As much as 60% 
of participants in India are female. Adult 
education through NLM has played a 
significant role in improving the status of 
women within their own families. Literacy 
and adult education campaigns have actively 
promoted gender equity and have sought 
to empower them as to decision-making 
about themselves, their families and their 
communities. 

The effect of Adult Education on health and 
hygiene are indeed most significant. Raising 

the functional literacy level of a community 
leads to a demonstrable decline in fertility 
and infant mortality rates. Adult education 
has helped spread knowledge about health 
care and nutrition, thereby enabling mothers 
to keep their families in better health and to 
care better for their children. 

SAAKShAR bhARAT (LITERATE 
InDIA)
Saakshar Bharat Programme is the new 
variant of the National Literacy Mission. 
The Prime Minister launched Saakshar 
Bharat, on the International Literacy Day, 
8th September, 2009.

Despite significant accomplishments, 
illiteracy continues to be an area of national 
concern. According to 2001 census, there 
were still 304 million illiterates in the 
country, with 100 million in the age group 
of 15-35 and 160 million in the 35+ age 
group. Gender and regional disparities in 
literacy also continue to persist. Gender 
gap in literacy is another matter of concern. 
Further, with graduation of more and more 
districts into the Continuing Education 
phase (328 at present), the need and 
relevance of continuing and lifelong 
education has increased.

In fact it was realised that female literacy 
is a force multiplier for all our  social 
development. Knowing the fact that 
Government’s overall policy aimed at 
e m p o w e r m e n t  o f  w o m e n  a n d  i n 
acknowledgment of the fact that literacy, 
especially female literacy, is a prerequisite 
to socio-economic development, the 
National Literacy Mission Authority of the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development 
conceptualised Saakshar Bharat to reenergise 
the adult education movement with more 
focus on women literacy and with the aim 
to redress the gender, social and regional 
disparities. 

The government plans to reach out to cover 
all adults in rural India in the age group of 
15 and beyond through Saakshar Bharat. 
The principal target of the mission is to 
impart functional literacy to 70 million non-
literates.  The mission will cover 14 million 
SCs, 8 million STs, 12 million minorities 
& 36 million others.  The overall coverage 
of women will be 60 million. 410 districts 
belonging to 26 States/UTs of the country 

have been identified to be covered under 
Saakshar Bharat. Today, India’s “Saakshar 
Bharat Mission” is the world’s largest adult 
literacy programme, which envisages 
making 60 million non-literate women and 
10 million non-literate men literate by 2015.

The basic aim of the programme is to 
promote and strengthen adult education in 
the lifelong learning perspective and create 
a literate society. To this end, it seeks to 
establish adult and continuing education 
as a permanent and institutionalized set up 
parallel to formal education system. In fact, 
this would strengthen the right perspective 
for adult education.

The Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) would 
be the main implementing agency at the 
district, block and gram panchayat levels. The 
role of National Literacy Mission Authority 
and State Literacy Mission Authority will 
be that of catalytic agencies, facilitators and 
resources providers. 

The HRD Ministry is restructuring the entire 
adult education system in the country with 
a paradigm shift to lifelong education to 
achieve the goal of 80 per cent literacy by 
2015. Dr. Pallam Raju, Minister for Human 
Resource Development announced that the 
government is planning to further strengthen 
the Panchayati Raj Institutions as it serves as a 
vital leverage to promote education in general 
and literacy in particular. The MHRD is now 
working with the Gram Panchayat and Village 
Communities and is fulfilling former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s dream of literate 
India through panchayat raj institutions and 
through Saakshar Bharat. Dr. Raju, while 
inaugurating an International Conference 
on ‘Effective, innovative approaches to scale 
up literacy, reduce gender disparities and 
create a literate world’ said that more than 20 
crore people in India have become literates 
since the last Census of 2001 out of which 
more than half of them are females. As of 
now, under Sakshar Bharat 2.13 crore adults 
have been certified as literate, 1.48 lakh Lok 
Shiksha Kendras have been set up, 15.5 lakh 
voluntary teachers have been mobilised under 
this scheme, and 18.5 lakh adults skilled in 
different vocations. In fact, India is positively 
on the move towards literate bharat. v

The author is an advisor in Ministry 
of Human Resources Development, 

Government of India

vIEwpOInT
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“I am delighted to have this opportunity to 
release a collection of essays in honour of 

my esteemed friend and our Finance Minister   
Shri P. Chidambaram. The book, edited by 
Sameer Kochhar of the Skoch Foundation, 
contains a number of excellent essays by well 
known distinguished experts.

I noticed that all the authors date their 
association with Shri Chidambaram from 
1991, when he was our Minister of Commerce, 
and a key ‘reformer’, initiating trade policy 
reform. I have known him as a ‘reformer’ 
from even earlier.

In 1986, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
appointed him as the Minister of State for 
personnel, and later for internal security. In 
both these capacities, Shri Chidambaram 
pioneered key reforms in our processes of 
governance. Under Rajivji’s guidance he 
launched a mid-career programme for civil 
servants, sending officers to IIMs and other 
teaching and research institutions. Many civil 
servants told me that they highly appreciated 
the opportunity to return briefly to academic 

InDIA hAS ALL ThE IngREDIEnTS REquIRED 
TO AChIEvE RApID AnD InCLuSIvE gROwTh: 
pRImE mInISTER
pm’S REmARKS AT ThE RELEASE Of A bOOK: “An AgEnDA fOR InDIA’S gROwTh”: 
ESSAyS In hOnOuR Of p ChIDAmbARAm On 31ST juLy 2013 In nEw DELhI

pursuits, and benefitted greatly from this 
experience.

Shri Chidambaram and I were Cabinet 
col leagues in Shri  Narasimha Rao’s 
government when I was Finance Minister 
and the reforms of the 1990s were initiated. 
I recall that Shri Chidambaram was one of 
the strongest advocates of economic reforms 
whenever the programme came under attack, 
both in the Union Cabinet, and also in the 
wider political arena.

Academic economists who have written 
about economic reforms in India tend 
to see the process as an acceptance of 
technical recommendations which have long 
been advocated by economists. However, 
reforms don’t happen just because there is a 
professional consensus. They happen when 
the political leadership of the time decides to 
back these initiatives.

In a democracy, reform – be it of economic 
policy or of institutions – is essentially 
a political process.  We have to build a 

sufficiently wide political consensus in favour 
of the policies we wish to adopt. Having a 
parliamentary majority alone is not enough, 
because there are differences within parties. 
For reforms to be credible it is necessary 
that a wide cross section of society should 
understand the need for and accept the 
policy changes that a government wishes to 
introduce.

The 1991 reforms did not happen suddenly. 
They were preceded by a push in that 
direction in the second half of the 1980s, 
by the Congress government under the 
leadership of Shri Rajiv Gandhi. The Congress 
Manifesto in the 1990 election also gave a very 
strong reform message. When the Congress 
government was formed in 1991, under Prime 
Minister Shri Narasimha Rao, his leadership 
and support for reforms was equally crucial.

After 1996,  we had a non-Congress 
government with Left Front support, under 
the leadership of Shri Deve Gowda and 
later Shri I K Gujral. The policies we had 
implemented in 1991-96 were not only not 
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reversed, they were in many respects even 
taken forward. This must have been helped 
greatly by the fact that Shri Chidambaram as 
Union Finance Minister in the United Front 
Government, contributed to a continuity of 
policy. But I also like to think that it reflects the 
fact that beneath the loud disagreement and 
debate that is characteristic of democracies, 
there is also a growing consensus.

In one of the essays in this book, Montek 
Ahluwalia has given a detailed account of 
Shri Chidambaram’s role in the trade policy 
reforms of 1991. He was Shri  Chidambaram’s 
Commerce Secretary at the time, and his 
account is therefore an insider’s view of the 
truly dramatic changes in trade policy that 
Shri Chidambaram introduced. The fact 
that within a few weeks of taking over his 
first economic Ministry, he brought about 
radical changes in trade policy, which many 
academics had advocated for many years, is a 
tribute to the high qualities of his leadership.

Montek draws six lessons from that experience, 
which he points out are very relevant today. 
I think, these lessons are worth recounting:

· First, for reforms to take place, Ministers 
must be willing to give up their discretionary 
power in support of a system with much less 
discretion; Montek rightly says that Shri 
Chidambaram’s readiness to give up his 
discretionary power was absolutely critical.

· Second, there has to be a willingness to take 
political risks in launching new initiatives;

· Third, bureaucratic hesitation is not an 
impediment if the political leadership is 
clear about what it wants done;

· Fourth, it is easier to bring about change 
when there is sufficient prior discussion and 
a reasonably wide consensus;

· Fifth, one must adopt a holistic approach to 
reform, rather than pursue piecemeal efforts;

· Finally, our system has the capacity to 
act quickly when it decides to. In those 
days changes in import policy needed the 
approval of the Commerce Minister, the 
Finance Minister and the Prime Minister. It 
is indeed remarkable that Shri Chidambaram 
as Commerce Minister was able to get all the 
approvals in less than 24 hours.

These lessons are relevant today because 

we are at a critical juncture. Over the past 
decade, we have seen and experienced the new 
energy of a rising India. The numbers tell an 
impressive story.

Over the past decade, when the economy 
had absorbed the full benefit of the reforms 
that began in 1991, our economy has grown 
at close to 7.5 per cent. Our growth rate has 
slowed down to 5 percent in 2012-13. But 
this should not make us feel disheartened 
and imagine that we have slipped back to our 
old growth path.

The last couple of years have been challenging 
not only for India, but for the whole world. 
We must now view this as a short term 
deceleration. Our Government is determined 
to once again accelerate the pace of change. 
Once again, we will prove the Naysayers and 
Cassandras of doom wrong.

The policy agenda for bringing back India’s 
growth momentum has been outlined in detail 
in the Twelfth Plan. Most of the important 
points are also fairly comprehensively 
described in the different articles in this 
excellent volume. We have to deal with macro 
economic imbalances that have developed. We 
also have major challenges in key sectors such 
as energy, water, and land.

Infrastructure is today a key constraint with 
many large projects held up. The Cabinet 
Committee on Investment which we have 
set up gives us a mechanism to overcome 
bureaucratic delays. Urbanisation is a new 
challenge which deserves greater attention.

Our strategy must not only aim at faster 
growth but must also ensure that the growth 
processes are more inclusive. There are many 
policies that can help achieve this objective. 
This also calls for special programmes to 
meet the needs of hitherto excluded sections, 
especially the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, the OBCs and the Minorities. We have 
many such programmes. These need to be 
expanded and made more effective.

An important achievement of the past five 
years is that growth has been much more 
inclusive. Agricultural growth has accelerated 
from 2.4 percent in the Tenth Plan to 3.6 
percent in the Eleventh Plan. Poverty is falling 
faster even though there are disputes going on 
among the professional colleagues about the 
pace of change. Per capita consumption in 

real terms in rural areas has increased four 
times faster from 2004-05 than it did earlier. 
The erstwhile BIMARU states are doing much 
better.

All this suggests that India has all the 
ingredients required to achieve rapid and 
inclusive growth.

I am enthused by the good work that many 
of my Cabinet colleagues are doing to step 
up the rate of investment, to generate new 
employment, to re-energise the forces of 
competition and, above all, to make the 
growth process socially inclusive.

I find many of my young colleagues handling 
key infrastructure ministries are working 
hard and with sincere dedication. They seek 
inspiration from their senior colleagues like 
Mr Chidambaram. He has shown that hard 
work can deliver results. I have no doubt 
that we will deliver results and once again 
place India on the path of high and socially 
inclusive growth.

The people of India expect this. The world 
expects and awaits this. Let me assure you, 
we will not disappoint.

I do not underestimate the task before us. 
As the Twelfth Plan points out our preferred 
scenario of strong inclusive growth at an 
average rate of 8 percent per year will not 
come from business as usual policies. We have 
to act boldly and decisively.

As Prime Minister, I feel greatly strengthened 
by the fact that I have a Finance Minister 
who fully understands this and  is capable of 
taking risks and asserting political leadership. 
He is not only intellectually brilliant and 
dedicated to end results: he is also politically 
savvy. It is these attributes that have made 
Shri Chidambaram a leader with an enviable 
reputation both nationally and internationally.

I congratulate Shri Sameer Kochhar and all the 
authors for having put together this excellent 
commemorative volume. Taken together, the 
essays present a cogent picture of the policy 
agenda before us.

With these words, I conclude by wishing Shri 
Chidambaram a long, healthy, purposeful and 
fulfilling life. He has done the nation proud. 
He has miles to go before he can rest. May his 
path be blessed.” v
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upA REpORT TO ThE pEOpLE: 2012-13
We are publishing the ‘Report to the People” on the completion of four years of the 

UPA-2 in parts.  The final and last part is carried in this issue.

SECUrITY
“To meet the entire spectrum of security challenges, the capabilities 
of both the Armed Forces and the Police forces are being constantly 
strengthened through provision of cutting edge technology 
and modern platforms. We are also undertaking infrastructure 
development programs in the border areas to enhance mobility as 
well as connectivity.”

dr. manmohan Singh
Prime Minister

11. SECUrITY 
11.1 InTErnal SECUrITY
The Internal Security situation in the country has shown signs of 
considerable improvement over the previous years. The level of 
infiltration from across the border and the resultant terrorist activities 
in the valley of Kashmir showed a significant decline. Terrorism 
in the hinterland remained largely under control. Pursuant to an 

agreement, the Gorkha Territorial Administration (GTA) was set up 
as an autonomous body on 3rd August, 2012 to administer the region 
and ensure its all round development. Over and above the normal 
plan assistance to the State of West Bengal, the Government of India 
will provide financial assistance of Rs. 200 crore per annum for three 
years for projects to develop the socio-economic infrastructure in 
GTA. During 2012-13, an amount of Rs. 65 crore was released to GTA.

11.1.1 lEFT wIng EXTrEmISm
The quantum of violence as well as the resultant killings perpetrated 
by the Left Wing Extremist groups in 2012 declined significantly for 
the second successive year. Implementation of the Integrated Action 
Plan continued for providing public infrastructure and services in 
select tribal and backward districts, most of which are affected by left 
wing extremism. The Plan, which was earlier being implemented in 
60 districts, has been extended to 82 districts. The Road Requirement 
Plan for development of 5,477 krn of roads in 34 most affected districts 
in eight States at an estimated cost of Rs. 7,300 crore is currently under 
implementation.

11.12 COUnTErIng TErrOrISm
The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 has been amended 
to bring more clarity to the existing legal regime and to remove the 
identified deficiencies. The strengthening and re-organization of 
the Multi-Agency Centre (MAC)/ Subsidiary Multi-Agency Centre 
(SMAC) and the setting up of National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), 
is also underway. 

11.1.3 CrImE and CrImInal TraCkIng nETwOrk and 
SYSTEmS
The Government released more than ~ 446 crore to the States and 
UTs under the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems 
project. The project aims at enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness 
of policing at all levels, especially at the level of police station. 

11.1.4 mOdErnISaTIOn OF STaTE pOlICE FOrCES, 
COaSTal SECUrITY and bOrdEr arEa dEvElOpmEnT
For the capacity building of the State Police Forces, the Scheme for 
Modernization of State Police Forces has been extended for a period 
of five years from 2012-13. Under the scheme, an amount of Rs. 
300 crore was released to various States in 2012-13. The Phase-If of 
the Coastal Security Scheme having an outlay of Rs. 1,579 crore is 
under implementation. During 2012-13, an amount of Rs. 990 crore 
was released to border States under the Border Area Development 
Programme.

rEpOrT TO ThE pEOplE
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11.2 dEFEnCE
The UPA Government continued to take measures to enhance defence 
preparedness and to upgrade the capabilities of the Armed Forces inter 
alia through acquisition of cutting edge technologies and modern 
platforms. During the year, several items of defence equipment and 
systems were inducted, including naval ships, submarines, and offshore 
and inshore patrol vessels. Measures have been taken to improve 
coastal security through installation of 36 coastal radars. As part of the 
efforts to develop naval infrastructure, the Government has approved 
undertaking the second phase of Naval Base Karwar Project. 

With the objective of achieving self-reliance in defence production, 
the ordnance factories and the Defence Public Sector Undertakings 
continued to modernize and upgrade their capabilities and widen their 
product range. The Defence Research & Development Organization 
successfully test-fired a submarine launched version of Brahmos 
Supersonic Cruise Missile from a submerged platform.

Welfare of the troops and ex-servicemen remained a priority for the 
Government. The Government has accepted the recommendations 
of the Committee of Secretaries on revision of pension of prc-2006 
Armed Forces officers and Personnel Below Officer Rank (PBORs) for 
bridging the gap in pension of pre and post January 1, 2006 retirees, 
enhancement of family pension, grant of dual family pension and grant 
of pension to handicapped son/ daughter of Armed Forces personnel 
even after marriage, Rs. 2,300 crore per annum is the additional 
expenditure for these improvements. The Government has increased 
the scholarship amount under Prime Minister’s Scholarship Scheme for 
wards of ex-servicemen, which will annually benefit 4000 dependents/
wards annually. 

The Government has also completed the necessary process for the 
commencement of establishment of the Indian National Defence 
University, and the foundation stone is scheduled to be laid shortly.

gOvErnanCE & CIvIl SOCIETY
“The laws that we devised, such as the Right to Information, and 
the technology we facilitated give the people the ability to seek 
accountability from their elected representatives: better delivery, timely 
response and, ultimately, demonstrable integrity. Our citizens are 
rightly fed up with the levels of corruption that they see in public life 
at high levels, but equally with the corruption they have to deal with 
in their daily lives. This is a phenomenon, a churning that we must 
understand and continue to respond to.”

Smt. Sonia gandhi
Chairperson, UPA

12.  gOvErnanCE & CIvIl SOCIETY 
12.1  EFFOrTS TO STrEngThEn ThE rIghT 
TO InFOrmaTIOn 
Based on the recommendations of the Task Force that had members 
from Civil Society and the Central as well as State Governments, 
guidelines have been issued under the RTI Act 2005 to strengthen the 
compliance of provisions relating to suo-motu (proactive) disclosure. 
The guidelines cover voluntary disclosure of more information, digital 
publication and proactive disclosure, more effective disclosure of 
information and compliance mechanism for proactive disclosures. The 
information related to the procedure followed in decision making, the 
norms set by the public authority for the discharge of its functions, the 
budget of the public authority, its disbursement and expenditure are 
required to be placed in public domain. Information is also required to 
be provided proactively on procurement. Public Private Partnerships, 
transfer policy and transfer orders, Citizens’ Charter, RTI queries, 
FAQs. CAG and PAC paras, discretionary and non-discretionary 
grants, etc. The guidelines also provide for a third party audit by the 
public authorities of the proactive disclosure to assess their level of 
compliance with these guidelines. 

12.2 rEFOrmS 
12.2.1 anTI COrrUpTIOn mEaSUrES 
The Government remains committed to ushering in reforms for greater 
transparency, probity, integrity and accountability in governance. 
To this end, the Government attaches priority to the enactment 
of legislation proposed in the Whistleblowers’ Protection Bill, the 
Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public Officials and Officials of 
Public International Organizations Bill, Citizens’ Right to Grievance 
Redress Bill, and The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill, which already stand 
introduced in Parliament. 

The Government has introduced a Bill seeking amendments to the 
Prevention of Corruption Act with a view to punishing the guilty 
and protecting honest public servants more effectively. A clear and 
unambiguous definition for the term ‘corruption’, covering both the 
supply and demand sides, is being sought to be provided. Experience 
has shown that in a vast majority of cases, it is difficult to tackle 
consensual bribery and the supplier of the bribe goes scot free by taking 
recourse to the provisions of the Act. This would be taken care of in the 
proposed amendments. In the light of the experience that large scale 
corruption is often related to operations by big commercial entities, 
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it is proposed to include corporate failure to prevent bribery as a new 
offence on the supply side. 

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill, 2011 as passed by the Lok Sabha 
on 27th December, 2011, was referred to the Rajya Sabha. Official 
amendments to ‘The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill, 20 II’, after considering 
the recommendations of the Select Committee, have been approved. 

12.2.2 prOgrESSIvE lEgISlaTIOn 
The Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2012 was 
introduced in Rajya Sabha in May, 2012 to provide for compulsory 
registration of marriages, irrespective of religious denominations of the 
parties. The proposed Bill provides for registration of marriages of all 
persons who are citizens of India and will be beneficial to women, as the 
registration certificate would provide evidentiary value in matrimonial 
and maintenance cases and prevent unnecessary harassment meted 
out to them. It also provides evidentiary value in the matters of age 
of parties, custody of children and the right of children born out of 
such marriages. 

The Anand Marriage Act, 1909 has been amended through the Anand 
Marriages (Amendment) Act, 2012 to provide for the registration of 
Anand Marriages which are commonly known as ‘Anand Karaj’ among 
the Sikhs. The parties to the marriage registered under this Act shall not 
be required to get their marriage registered under the Registration of 
Births and Deaths Act, 1969 or any other law in force for the time being. 

After the Census of 200 1 and up to 31st May, 2012, several castes and 
tribes have been included and excluded from the lists of the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes by eleven Acts of Parliament. The 
Readjustment of Representation of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes in Parliamentary and Assembly Constituencies Ordinance, 2013 
was promulgated in January, 2013 to provide for readjustment of seats 
in the House of the People and in the Legislative Assemblies of the 
States, and for the readjustment of territorial constituencies in so far as 
such readjustment was necessitated by the inclusions or the exclusions. 

12.2.3 SpECIal rECrUITmEnT drIvE
Special Recruitment Drives were launched by the Government to fill 
the backlog of reserved vacancies for SCs, STs, OBCs and Persons with 
Disabilities. The drive concluded on 31st March, 2012. During this 

drive, around 50,000 vacancies were filled. 

12.2.4 nEw SChEmE FOr CIvIl SErvICES 
EXamInaTIOn (CSE)
In pursuance of recommendations of a Committee constituted by 
UPSC under the chairmanship of Prof. Arun Nigavekar to review 
the existing structure of the Civil Services (Main) Examination, the 
Central Government has approved certain reforms in the Civil Services 
(Main) Examination from CSE, 2013 that will reduce the time cycle 
of the selection process and provide a more level playing field for the 
candidates. This change will also help select Civil Servants equipped 
to deliver good governance in the fast changing domestic and global 
socio-economic and technology scenario. 

12.2.5 JUdICIal rEFOrmS
The National Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms has 
undertaken measures for addressing the backlog of cases and high 
pendency in the courts. The Government has decided, in principle, 
to double the number of subordinate courts in the country. As many 
as 73 Fast Track Courts (FTCs) have been established since January, 
2013 for trial of offences against women in the country. Three new 
High Courts have been established in the North-cast in the States of 
Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura. 

The Government has also approved the comprehensive Scheme of 
National Court Management System of the Supreme Court of India. 
Among other things, the Scheme provides for preparation of a National 
Framework of Court Excellence that includes measurable standards 
for the performance of courts: development of a user-friendly case 
management system: formulation and development or a National 
System of Judicial Statistics; and preparation of a human resource 
development strategy for improving the standards of selection and 
training of Judges in the subordinate courts. 

For the development of infrastructure for courts, an amount of Rs. 
1,304 crore has been released to the States in the last two years. 
Besides, Rs. 1,426.47 crore has been released under the 13th Finance 
Commission for Special Courts, Lok Adalats, training of judicial 
officers, construction of ADR centres, etc. Whereas, 12,234 subordinate 
courts have been computerized in the country against a target of 
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14,249 to be achieved by March, 2014. A pilot project for development 
and testing of National Judicial Data Grid and making information 
regarding pendency of cases available on a real time basis is in progress. 
The grid will connect all the courts and shall provide a platform for 
monitoring the progress and performance of the courts in the country. 
Till now, 172 Gram Nyayalayas have been notified in the country so far. 
Whereas. Commitment has been obtained from the State Governments 
for notification of additional 428 gram nyayalayas. 

12.2.6 E-gOvErnanCE 
The e-Biz Mission Mode Project under the National e-governance Plan aims 
to create a business and investor friendly ecosystem by making all business  
and investment related regulatory services across the Central, State 
and Local governments available on a single portal. During the pilot 
phase, a total of

50 (26 Central and 24 States) services are being implemented across 
five pilot States, viz. Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra 
and Tamil Nadu. Recently, another five pilot States have been added, 
viz. Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. The 
c-Biz portal comprising license and permit services components, 
was launched on 28th January, 2013. The portal makes available an 
interactive tool to obtain a customized list of licenses, permits and 
regulations that the business users require or need to comply with. 

The MCA-21 E-Governance Project has introduced features to make 
it user friendly. The MCA-21 now accepts National Electronic Funds 
Transfer payments directly and conducts online e-stamping all over 
the country.

bUIldIng brIdgES
“I can say with certainty that our standing in the world and our ability to 
pursue our interests has gone up in the last nine years. There is greater 
international understanding now of our challenges such as terrorism 
and there is a growing international acceptance of India’s rightful place 
in the global political, economic and security architecture, including 
the United Nations Security Council.”

dr. manmohan Singh
Prime Minister

13  bUIldlng brIdgES 
13.1  EXTErnal/aFFaIrS:an OvErvIEw 
The foreign policy and external relations of the country continue to 
be guided by its economic development goals and national security; 
are consistent with its growing international responsibilities 
and rising global stature; and, continue to be based on strategic 
autonomy. India continues to advance its interests and influence 
in the immediate and extended neighbourhood through sustained 
political engagement, economic partnership, connectivity, 
development assistance and people-to-people contacts. India’s 
relations with all major powers experienced further consolidation 
and progress. In the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), 
as a non-permanent member and through other international 
groupings and forums, the Government has successfully promoted 

the country’s interests on a range of issues, including global 
economic recovery, international trade. Sustainable development, 
energy security, terrorism, cyber security and climate change. The 
Government also worked proactively towards securing the rights 
and interests of its citizens abroad as well as of the Indian Diaspora 

13.2 nEIghbOUrhOOd 
India has always desired close, constructive and friendly relations 
with its neighbours. Its policies are guided by the strong belief that 
a stable, prosperous, democratic and peaceful neighbourhood is in 
the interest of all the countries in the region. The Government also 
worked towards establishing networks of inter connectivity, trade 
and investment, both bilaterally as well as within the framework 
of SAARC, so that benefits of development are shared by the 
people of the subcontinent. The year witnessed the highest level 
bilateral exchanges with the neighbouring countries, including the 
visit of the President to Bangladesh, visit of the Prime Minister to 
Myarunar, and visits of King of Bhutan, Presidents of Afghanistan. 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Maldives, and Prime Minister of Bhutan to 
India.

India-Afghanistan relations were further cemented with the State 
visit of President Hamid Karzai to India in November 2012; the 
first meeting of the Strategic Partnership Council in May 2012; and 
the Delhi Investment Summit on Afghanistan in June 20 I 2. India’s 
extensive development assistance programme for Afghanistan with 
a total cumulative commitment of US$ 2 billion has consolidated 
its friendship with the people of Afghanistan. 

Relations with Bangladesh made strong progress during the year 
through the implementation of the agreements signed by the two 
countries in 20 I 0 and 2011; the implementation of the Government 
of India’s US $ I billion Line of Credit, US$ 200 million of which 
was converted into grants-in-aid: and, the signing of the Extradition 
Treaty and Revised Travel Arrangements during the visit of Home 
Minister to Bangladesh in January 2013. The Honourable President 
visited Bangladesh in March 20 I 3 for his first foreign visit. 

The unique and special relations between India and Bhutan were 
reinforced by the State Visit of His Majesty King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyal Wangchuck, accompanied by Queen Jetsun Perna 
Wangchuck, as Chief Guest for the 2013 Republic Day celebrations. 

The Government remained engaged with the Government and 
people of Maldives with a view to supporting democracy and 
facilitating a peaceful and stable environment. 

India-Myanmar relations were invigorated with the State visit of 
Prime Minster to Yangon in May 2012 during which 12 Agreements 
and MoUs were signed including on a Line of Credit of US $ 500 
million extended by India to Myanmar. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
visited India in November 2012 and delivered the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Memorial Lecture, underlining the close ties shared by people of 
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the two countries. 

The Government continued to work with the Government and 
people of Nepal with a view to supporting the efforts in the country 
for socio-economic development and political transition to a stable 
multiparty democratic republic.

The Government remained committed to resolving all outstanding 
issues with Pakistan through bilateral dialogue, in an atmosphere 
free of terror and violence. The Government also emphasized 
that this requires Pakistan to take credible action against terrorist 
groups and dismantle the related infrastructure on its soil, and to 
implement the confidence building measures already agreed upon 
by both countries. Incidents like the one that occurred on g January, 
2013 along the LoC will continue to pose a challenge to our efforts. 

India continued to engage closely with the Government and 
people of Sri Lanka to further strengthen bilateral relations and 
seek progress on a genuine process of the reconciliation in Sri 
Lanka to find a political solution, in which all citizens of Sri 
Lanka can find justice, dignity, equality and self-respect. The 
Indian development assistance programme has helped the Tamil 
people in the Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka in 
reconstruction and rehabilitation process. A large scale assistance 
programme for housing in the Northern and Eastern Provinces was 
launched on 2nd October, 2012, under which 50,000 houses for 
the affected Tamils in these areas are being built by India. There 
was also a steady progress in trade and investment relationship and 
cooperation in the fields of infrastructure development. 

The Government has continued to work towards expanding 
common interests and managing differences in our relations with 
China. The Year 2012, jointly celebrated as the ‘Year of India-China 
Friendship and Cooperation’, witnessed several Summit-level 
meetings of leaders on the sidelines of international events like 
the BRICS Summit (New Delhi, March), Rio+20 SmID11it (Rio de 
Janeiro, June) and the East Asia Summit (Phnom Penh, November); 
Ministerial-level visits of Foreign, Defence and Commerce 
Ministers and vigorous functional exchanges. The Prime Minister 
met with President XI Jinping in Durban in March 2013, within 
weeks of the latter’s election as the President of China, and agreed 
to work together to further expand relations.

13.3 lOOk EaST pOlICY
The Asia-Pacific region has been the target or India’s Look East 
policy for over two decades. The highlight of the 10th anniversary 
of India-ASEAN Summit-level interactions in 2012 was a special 
Commemorative Summit in December where India and ASEAN 
elevated their relationship to a Strategic Partnership. India-ASEAN 
economic integration and connectivity received a boost with the 
conclusion of negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement in Services 
and Investment, which supplement the earlier FTA in Goods. The 
Prime Minister also attended the India-ASEAN Annual Summit 

and the East Asia Summit in Phnom Penh, Cambodia in November, 
2012 establishing India as a key stakeholder in the evolving 
architecture of the region, including the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership, whose negotiation was formally launched. 

Bilaterally, India’s relations with countries of the region arc on an 
upward trajectory. The Vice President of India visited Vietnam in 
January, 2013. The Prime Minister of Singapore paid a State visit 
to India in July 2012, during which cooperation in vocational 
education and skills development took the centre stage. Relations 
with Australia received a fillip with addition of civil nuclear 
cooperation into the bilateral agenda during the visit of Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard to India in October 2012. New dialogues were 
launched with Japan on cross-cutting economic issues, maritime 
affairs and cyber security, and new agreements concluded in 
strategic areas like the rare earths industry. 

13.4 EUraSIa
India continued its close engagement with Russia. The special and 
privileged strategic partnership between the two countries guided 
ever deepening cooperation in diverse sectors such as defence, 
counter-terrorism, science and technology, space, civil nuclear 
energy and hydrocarbons. The Prime Minister of India hosted the 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in December, 2012.

The Government launched a new initiative. ‘Connect Central 
Asia’, to strengthen India’s relations with the Central Asian region 
involving strategic and security cooperation: and enhancing land 
and air connectivity and people-to-people contacts. Relations with 
Tajikistan were elevated to the level of ‘strategic partnership’. As 
part of the special focus on energy cooperation with the Central 
Asian region, progress was made in the implementation of the 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline 
project. 
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13.5 amErICa
India’s strategic partnership with the United States of America 
deepened during the year with the broadening of strategic 
and political consultations, including the launch of tri-Lateral 
consultations involving Afghanistan. Ongoing cooperation in 
counter-terrorism, cyber security, defence, trade and investment, 
energy, agriculture, education, science & technology, health and 
women’s empowerment, reflected the diversity of India - US 
relations. The US remained India’s largest trading partner in goods 
and services. 

India’s relations with Canada, where the country has strong and 
growing economic, mining, agriculture and energy interests, 
also strengthened with the establishment of high-level Strategic 
Dialogue, Energy Dialogue and Security Dialogue, as well as 
completion of modalities to operationalise the bilateral agreement 
on peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

India’s relations with the Latin American and the Caribbean region 
received an impetus with the institutionalization of contacts 
between India and the Community of Latin American and 
Caribbean States (CELAC) group. Trade and economic linkages 
continue to grow, accompanied by high-level official visits from 
both sides. 

13.6 ThE gUlF and wEST aSIa 
India’s engagement in the Gulf, West Asia and North Africa, a 
region experiencing turbulence and change, is aimed at protecting 
the country’s vital interests, including the presence of six million 
Indians in the region, its energy security and its expanding trade 
and investment ties with the region. India desires peace and stability 

in the region. India’s engagement with the region was strengthened 
with the visits of the President of Palestine and the President of 
Egypt to India in September 2012 and March 2013, respectively. 
The Prime Minister visited Tehran in August, 2012 to participate 
in the NAM Summit during which he also had bilateral meetings 
with the Iranian leadership. 

13.7 aFrICa 
India’s relations with Africa, whose hallmark is lasting political 
solidarity and South-South cooperation, continued to widen 
in 2012-13 through exchange of high-level visits and enhanced 
engagement under the India-Africa Forum Summit initiatives, 
particularly in human resources development. The President of 
India visited Seychelles and South Africa in April-May, 20 I 2 
and Mauritius in March, 2013. The President of Mauritius visited 
India in January 2013, and the President of Burundi in September, 
2012. Development partnership with Africa is growing rapidly 
which encompasses duty free access to Indian markets for all Least 
Development Countries, institution building, human resource 
development, infrastructure development and concessional lines 
of credit. 

13.8 EUrOpE 
India’s relations with the European countries were strengthened 
through a series of bilateral exchanges at the highest level. The 
Prime Minister visited Germany in April, 2013 for the second 
round of the Inter-Governmental Consultations. The King of Spain 
visited India in October, 2012. The visit of the President of France 
in February, 2013 underlined India’s strategic partnership in space, 
defence and nuclear energy. The visit of the Prime Minister of UK in 
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February, 2013 reaffirmed the close India-UK tics. The Government 
also continued its negotiations with the EU to conclude a balanced 
India-EU Broad-Based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA). 
India’s relations with countries in the Central and East Europe 
also continued to expand and diversify with several high level 
political exchanges. 

13.9 glObal ISSUES
As Chair of BRlCS, India implemented the ambitious Action Plan 
that was drawn up at the Fourth BRICS Summit in New Delhi in 
March, 2012. India sought to strengthen BRICS as a platform for 
coordination, consultation and cooperation on global and regional 
issues, which could make an effective and meaningful contribution 
to addressing global challenges and fostering peace, stability and 
security. The Prime Minister handed over the Chairmanship of 
BRTCS to South Africa at the Fifth BRICS Summit in Durban in 
March, 2013, during which a decision was taken to set up a BRICS 
Development Bank. 

As a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security 
Council, India played a constructive and positive role on 
important international developments and issues of great interest 
to us, including terrorism, piracy and peacekeeping. Under India’s 
Chairmanship, a special meeting of the Security Council was 
organized on suppression of terrorist financing. In addition, India 
chaired the Security Council’s Counter- Terrorism Committee and 
the Council’s Working Group concerning threats to international 
peace and security by terrorist acts. India also organised an open 
debate of the Security Council on maritime piracy. 

The Prime Minister participated in the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro in June, 2012 and 
highlighted the need for ecological and economic space for 
sustainable growth for all. The Prime Minister participated in the 
G20 Summit in Mexico in June, 2012 where he stressed the need 
for financing infrastructure development. India also announced 
a contribution of USS 10 billion to the International Monetary 
Fund as additional firewall. The Prime Minister also attended the 
Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement in Tehran in August, 2012. 

13.10 pUblIC dIplOmaCY and CUlTUral 
dIplOmaCY
The Ministry of External Affairs took several initiatives to reach 
out to a wider cross-section of people. The Ministry expanded 
its presence significantly in the social media and was recognized 
with the Web Ratna Award 2012. The Ministry supported 
seminars and conferences on foreign policy issues in India and 
overseas, and conducted dialogue with prominent think-tanks in 
India and abroad. The Government also organised programmes 
for promotion and propagation of Hindi abroad including the 
9th World Hindi Conference in Johannesburg, South Africa in 
September, 2012. 

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (TCCR) organized the’ 
Day of India in Germany 20 I 2-13’ as well as several festivals in 
India as parts of its efforts to promote Indian culture. The Council 
also organized a conference on ‘Civilization Dialogue between India 
and ASEAN’ in July, 2012. 

13.11 dEvElOpmEnT parTnErShIp
Development Cooperation has emerged as a key instrument of 
India’s foreign policy. Major developmental projects are under 
implementation in India’s neighbouring countries in infrastructure, 
hydroelectricity, power transmission, agriculture, industry, 
education, health and social sectors. The new Development 
Partnership Agency located in Ministry of External Affairs has 
made the country’s development assistance more effective and 
efficient. 

A key element of India’s development assistance in recent years 
has been the extension of Lines of Credit (LoC) on concessional 
terms to other developing countries. Over the last decade, 164 LoCs 
for an amount of US $ 9.2 billion have been allocated, of which 
US $ 5.3 billion was allocated for African countries and US $ 3.9 
billion for non-African countries. In 2012-13, over 8,500 civilian 
training slots were offered under Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation Programme. Special Commonwealth Assistance for 
Africa programme and Technical Cooperation Scheme of Colombo 
Plan for nominees from 161 developing countries in Asia, Africa, 
Central Asia and Latin America. 

13.12 paSSpOrT SErvICE 
The highlight of the year was the successful implementation of the 
Passport Seva Project which was launched in Bengaluru in May, 
2010 reaching its goal in June, 2012 when the 77th Passport Seva 
Kendra in Delhi was unveiled for public service. During 2012, 
about 7.39 million passport services were rendered, registering 
almost a three-fold increase since 2000, including issue of 5.94 
million passports in India. The Government took several steps to 
make the passport issuance system simpler, speedier and secure, 
by strengthening of the public grievance redressal system, setting 
up of a national call centre operating in 17 languages, revamping 
of the portal, holding of Passport Melas and Adalats to address 
grievances, timely disposal of the appeal cases, improvement in 
physical infrastructure in Passport Offices and introduction of 
new security features in the passport booklets. 

13.13 OvErSEaS IndIan aFFaIrS 
The Government has taken several measures to strengthen 
our links with India’s overseas community. A pension and life 
insurance fund, named as Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Suraksha 
Yojana for overseas Indian workers, has been launched in its pilot 
phase. The 11th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was held at Kochi on 8th 
January, 2013. v
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FrOm arChIvES

India was fortunate to have leaders 
who were tremendously popular and 
could communicate with the people and 

represent their aspirations. As dedicated and 
imaginative leaders, their power was derived 
from democratic values. Nehru stood at the 
head of a virtual galaxy of leaders-Sardar 
Patel, Maulana Azad, Rajendra Prasad and C. 
Rajagopalachari at the Centre and G.B. Pant, 
B.G. Kher, B.C. Roy and Morarji Desai in the 
states. These were all men with experience of 
organizing a movement and a party and being 
at the heads of legislatures and governments. 
The challenge of building an independent, 
democratic, secular, modern and prosperous 
India out of the “mud and filth” left behind 
by colonialism (to use a description by 
Rabindranath Tagore) was a huge one. Nehru 
and his team rose gallantly to meet this 
challenge. 

ThE mAKIng Of ThE COnSTITuTIOn 
The newly independent state 
inherited a rich legacy from 
the national movement. 
The Congress party had 
given priority to 
upholding the 
right of free 
expression 

ThE nEhRu ERA

throughout the years of the national struggle. It 
was this tradition that was reflected in Nehru’s 
first Cabinet and the Indian Constitution 
adopted in 1950. Of the 14 members of Nehru’s 
Cabinet in 1947, 5 were non-Congressmen, B.R. 
Ambedkar, S.P. Mookerjee, John Mathai, C.H. 
Bhabha and Shanmukham Chetty, making 
it a national government. 

In the years when the Indian Constitution 
was being drafted, the basic principles and 
the broad structure of the Constitution 
bore the imprint of Congress ideology. In 
respect to fundamental rights, directive 
principles of state policy and other features 
in the Constitution, such as the abolition of 
separate electorates, the policies advocated 
by the Congress were reflected. The Congress 
Working Committee and AICC would 
discuss and ratify each and every important 
resolution before it went to the Constituent 
Assembly. The Indian Constitution 
provided for universal adult franchize, a 

demand taken up by the 
Congress since the 
late 19th century. The 

C on s t i t u t i on 
laid down a 

democratic and parliamentary form 
of government for India. It took three 
years to put the Constitution together 
and, on 26 January 1950, the Indian 
Constitution was adopted making India a 
republic. Dr. Ambedkar, Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee of the Constitution, 
emphasized the point that India was not a 
‘Federation of States’ but a ‘Union of States’. 
Explaining the difference, he argued that a 
federation resulted when different states 
signed agreements joining or creating a 
federation. By this logic, they could also 
leave the federation at some point in time. 
In the case of India, the constituent states 
were not independent entities willingly 
entering into a federation or having the 
choice to opt out in the future. Rather, 
they were part of a Union which was 
indestructible. The Union was divided 
into states for reasons of administrative 
convenience but as a society, as a country, 
all states together formed a whole. 

The Constitution was also the instrument 
for removal of social injustice and ensuring 
equality. Thus, political rights were 
extended to all adults without distinction 
of religion, caste or gender. Untouchability 
was formally abolished and later in 1955, 
its practice was made punishable. Seats in 
legislatures and educational institutions 
and government jobs were reserved for 
Scheduled Castes. These were meant initially 
for a period of 10 years only but have been 
extended till now. 

The tribes were sought to be protected 
through safeguards given in the constitution 
and concerted efforts were made in this 
direction by the governments at the Centre 
and in the states. The policy of Nehru’s 
government was to preserve the social and 
cultural heritage of the tribals in India. 
Later Tribal Welfare Departments were 
actively urged to take literacy, education and 
Panchayati Raj institutions to tribal areas in 
all the states. 
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TrIbUTES

pARTITIOn AnD ThE COmmunAL ChALLEngE 
Soon after independence, fierce and widespread communal riots broke 
out in many parts of India. Nehru was aware that communalism was 
a major threat to India and carried out a massive campaign against 
it through radio broadcasts, public speeches, speeches in Parliament 
and private letters including letters to Chief Ministers and most of all 
by his personal example of fearless resistance to communal violence. 
This campaign was also aimed at reassuring Muslims that they would 
be safe in India. With the establishment of Pakistan, the Hindu 
communal forces became strident in their stance. They declared 
15 August as a day of mourning and launched an attack on the 
government for what they saw as its policy of Muslim appeasement. 
Their ideology struck root among the disaffected refugees. Very soon, 
riots broke out in Delhi. 

The slander of national leaders especially Gandhiji became a common 
feature. ‘Gandhiji Murdabad’ reverberated at Hindu Mahasabha 
meetings. When Gandhiji asserted that Pakistan government be paid 
Rs. 55 crore, its share of immovable assets, despite its engagement 
in hostilities in Kashmir, the Hindu communalists sharpened their 
attack on him. Gandhiji undertook an indefinite fast in January 
1948 in Delhi in an effort to bring about communal peace. He broke 
it after he was assured by the government that communal harmony 
would be maintained. 

A few days later, on January 30, 1948, as he came to his usual prayer 
meeting, Gandhiji was shot dead by Nathuram Godse, a member 
of the Hindu Mahasabha and the RSS, and a close associate of V.D. 
Savarkar. The assassination shocked the entire country, as it was clear 
that the Mahatma had fallen a victim to communal forces. Communal 
forces received a setback after the murder of Gandhiji. Nehru realized 
that it was not just the act of a fanatic but behind it was the ideology 
of the RSS which he described as a fascist organization. With Nehru’s 
full support, Sardar Patel, the Home Minister, placed the RSS and 
Hindu Mahasabha under a ban. The ban on RSS was lifted only in July 
1949 when it gave an undertaking that it would function under severe 
restrictions. The Hindu Mahasabha dissolved itself. The sacrifice of 
the Mahatma was not in vain. For at least a decade, communal forces 
were pushed on to the back foot and could not raise their head. 

Another major issue which Nehru’s government had to deal with 
was the rehabilitation of six million refugees who had been rendered 
homeless due to the communal carnage which accompanied Partition. 
The rehabilitation of Punjabi refugees was completed only by 1951. 
New townships for refugees had to be established. Nilokheri, near 
Delhi, was developed as part of this endeavour to resettle the refugees 
from Punjab. Similarly, in the eastern part of the country, the 
refugees from East Bengal were rehabilitated. The question of refugee 
rehabilitation involved negotiations with the government of Pakistan. 
In April 1950, Nehru signed a pact with Liaquat Ali Khan, the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan in which the two governments reassured each 
other that they would protect their minorities.

InTEgRATIOn Of ThE pRInCELy STATES
One of the many problems immediately after independence was the 
integration of the Princely States. Earlier in the year, Patel had used 
persuasion as well as pressure to integrate most of the States into the 

Union. Some States had joined the Constituent Assembly in April 1947 
but others had stayed away, with some desiring independence. Patel 
used the threat of popular struggles to persuade the States to join the 
Union. By 15 August 1947, all but three of them-Kashmir, Hyderabad 
and Junagadh had joined India. 

In the case of Junagadh, the Nawab acceded to Pakistan but the people 
revolted. The Nawab fled to Pakistan and the Indian Government took 
over the administration of Junagadh. The Nizam of Hyderabad declined 
to accede to either India or Pakistan but, after a swift police action, 
Sardar Patel succeeded in bringing Hyderabad within the Indian Union. 
It is interesting to note that contrary to the expectations of Nizam and 
Pakistan, the Muslims in both Hyderabad and the rest of the Indian 
Union opted to stay in India. 

The problem regarding Jammu and Kashmir, however, remained. 
It had a border with Pakistan, was ruled by a Hindu Maharaja, and 
the Muslims formed the majority of the population. The National 
Conference, affiliated to the All India States’ People’s Conference and 
headed by Sheikh Abdullah, was very close to the Congress and to 
Nehru. The Maharaja asked for a standstill agreement for a year to make 
up his mind. Pakistan had already formally accepted this and the Indian 
stand in any case was that the people’s wishes should be ascertained via 
elections. Pakistan, however, was not confident that the popular verdict 
would go in its favor and jumped the gun. In October 1947, Pakistan 
invaded the valley. As the invaders marched forward to take over 
Srinagar, the Maharaja acceded to India. Pursuant to this, Indian troops 
repelled the invaders and under UN auspices, a cease-fire agreement 
was arrived at. Jammu and Kashmir, though under the Indian Union, 
continues to enjoy a special status, distinct from other provinces. The 
integration of the Princely States with the neighbouring provinces in 
the Indian Union was regarded as one of the greatest achievements of 
Sardar Patel, backed by eminent  leaders of Praja Mandals and other 
bodies affiliated to the All-India  States’ People’s Conference. 

ThE ECOnOmIC ChALLEngE 
The economic critique of colonialism developed by Congress leaders 
during the years of the national movement had highlighted the 
subordination and colonial structuring of the Indian economy to suit 
the needs of the British economy. On the basis of this understanding, 
the national leadership evolved a perspective to overcome this 
colonial structuring so that backwardness and underdevelopment 
could be fought. This became the foundation of the economic 
policies adopted after independence. The emphasis was on building 
a planned, self-reliant economy through rapid industrialization, 
growth in agriculture and public sector intervention in strategic 
industries making it a mixed economy. 

In 1947, the Economic Programme Committee of the AlCC with 
Nehru as its convener spelt out that defence, key industries and 
public utilities would be under the public sector. An Industrial Policy 
Resolution was adopted in 1948 which stated that nationalization of  
existing industries would be considered after a period of 10 years. A 
Planning Commission was set up in 1950 under the chairmanship of  
Nehru. At the AICC session in Bangalore held in July 1951, Nehru 
presented a report outlining his concept of a Welfare State and the 
means to achieve it. All these were incorporated in the First-Five 
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Year Plan launched in 1951. In 1954, this resolution was reviewed 
and a major change in favour of socialistic pattern of society was 
proposed. This was adopted at the historic Avadi session of the 
Congress in 1955. Following this, the Industrial Policy Resolution 
was modified in 1956. This triggered the growth of the public 
sector. The Second Five- Year Plan reflected this changed policy 
by the entry of public sector into heavy and capital goods industry 
on a massive scale. 

The overall economic performance during the Nehru years was 
remarkable. India’s national income grew at 4 per cent per annum 
between 1950 and 1964. This was roughly four times the rate of 
growth achieved during the last half century of colonial rule and 
compared very favourably with that of other countries, like Japan, 
in their early stages of industrialization. Comprehensive land reform 
measures were introduced within the democratic framework, a 
rare feat in world history. During the first three five-year plans, 
agriculture grew at an annual rate of over 3 per cent which was 
more than seven times higher than what was achieved in the last 
half century of colonial rule. It again compared very favourably 
with other countries like Japan and China. Industrial growth during 
these years reached a figure of 7 per cent per annum. But more 
important, the focus on basic and heavy industries reduced India’s 
nearly hundred per cent dependence on advanced countries. By 1960 
India needed to import only 43 per cent of the capital equipment or 
machinery out of its total fixed investments. By 1974 the dependence 
on imports in this area had come down to a mere 9 per cent. This was 
the great Nehruvian achievement in rapidly converting our political 
independence achieved in 1947 into economic independence. 

The development of infrastructure was, especially in the areas 
of education and health, another area Nehru focussed on. Basic 
education received a new impetus. Removal of adult illiteracy, 
universalization of primary education, large scale training of 
manpower in areas of science and technology by setting up 
institutions of higher learning in these areas became immediate 
objectives. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was put in charge of the 
Education portfolio in the Congress government at the Centre. 
The setting lip of a University Education Commission under 
the Chairmanship of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan in 1948, followed by 
the setting up of a Secondary Education Commission under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar, helped in 
laying a solid foundation for the development of school and higher 
education. Nehru played a seminal role in providing an impetus 
to the growth of a scientific temper and the setting up of a chain 
of national institutions and laboratories to promote indigeneous 
research and technological development. In 1948, the Atomic 
Energy Commission was set up laying the foundations for the 
advances made by India in the sphere of nuclear science and related 
areas. In 1958, the Congress government came out with its famous 
Scientific Policy Resolution, drafted by Nehru himself. 

Nehru had brilliantly anticipated that ‘knowledge’ would become 
the key factor of production in the future. That India can participate 
in the globalization process in today’s world of high technology, 
with any degree of competitiveness and equality, is largely due 
to the spadework done since the early years after independence, 

particularly the great emphasis laid on human resource development 
in the sphere of science and technology. 

ThE LAnguAgE ISSuE 
Though the Congress had accepted language as the basis for formation of 
states since 1921, the experience of Partition urged it to give top priority 
to unity. The Jaipur session of the Congress reiterated the acceptance 
of linguistic divisions in principle. A Committee comprising Nehru, 
Sardar Patel and Pattabhi Sitaramayya was set up to examine the issue. 
The Committee report was not in favour of further linguistic divisions. 
It felt that any effort at re-drawing the boundaries of the states might 
harm unity, by dislodging the administration, disrupting economic 
development and accentuating linguistic rivalries. However, the success 
of the struggle for a separate state in Andhra in 1953 encouraged other 
states to demand autonomy or re-drawing of boundaries on the basis 
of language. In 1953, the States Reorganization Commission was set 
up by Nehru. The states were eventually reorganized on grounds of 
language by the end of 1950s. 

Another aspect of the language problem was the dispute over the official 
language to be adopted in the country. The Constitution declared Hindi, 
in the Devnagari script, as the language of administration throughout 
the country. The change to Hindi from English was to be effected by 
1965. No link language was specified in the Constitution. In 1956, 
the report of the Official Language Commission recommended that 
Hindi should start progressively replacing English in the functioning 
of the Central government. This was opposed by members from Tamil 
Nadu and West Bengal. It was felt that this would be disadvantageous 
to the people in non-Hindi speaking areas in the matter of job 
opportunities. The reaction in Tamil Nadu was particularly violent. 
There was resentment over what the agitators characterized as attempts 
by the North to dominate over the South. The Dravidian parties 
gathered strength in the process. The conflict between Brahmins and 
non-Brahmins surfaced adding to the tension. In 1963, the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam launched a massive movement against Hindi, 
paralyzing the Congress Party machinery. Nehru gave an assurance 
that English would continue to be the associate language for official 
purpose until non-Hindi states voluntarily agreed to implement the 
Constitutional provisions for making Hindi the lingua franca of the 
country. Following this assurance, the DMK gave up its demand for 
secession from India. 

fOREIgn pOLICy 
When India became independent in 1947, it was natural that she 
sought to express herself in international forums. Nehru did this by 
defining and adopting the policy of non-alignment. Besides keeping 
a neutral distance from military blocs, Nehru defined this policy as the 
struggle to maintain independence from imperialism. India led the 
other newly-independent colonies into this policy and thus offered an 
alternative to membership in either of the two blocs. Nehru outlined 
five principles of peaceful coexistence among countries, termed the 
Panchsheel, which envisaged mutual respect for each other’s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty, non-aggression, non- interference in internal 
affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence. These 
principles became the basis of the Non- Aligned Movement. 
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ThE pOLITICAL DImEnSIOn 
After independence, the Congress underwent a change in character.  
From being a platform for an anti-colonial movement, it turned into 
a more organized political party. However, the features of ideological 
flexibility, openness in its approach to other political strands and 
democratic procedures were retained within the party. It is well 
known that Nehru and Patel did not see eye to eye on many important 
issues, yet this did not come in the way of their relying on each other 
in running the country till Patel’s death in 1950. P.D. Tandon was 
elected Congress president in 1950 despite Nehru’s opposition to his 
candidature. Nehru and many other leaders resigned from the CWC 
compelling Tandon to step down. From 1950 to the Avadi session of 
the Congress in 1955, Nehru was the president of the Congress along 
with leading the government. 

He was the star campaigner for the patty in the first general elections 
held in 1951-52. His campaign covered 40,000 kilometres during which 
he addressed 35 million people. The main issue in this campaign was 
communalism. The participation of the 173 million- strong electorate in 
the elections was remarkable. About 46.6 per cent of the eligible voters 
cast their votes. The Congress won nearly 75 per cent of the seats in 
the Lok Sabha and 68.5 per cent in the state legislatures. Elections were 
seen as the primary method of political participation for the rural and 
urban poor. Women as well as tribals voted in large numbers. It was 
evident that elections were fair, free and orderly. 

It is a great tribute to the triumph of the secularist ideal under Nehru’s 
leadership that even after the cataclysmic events leading to the partition 
of the country where communal frenzy led to hundreds of thousands 
being killed and millions made homeless, within three years a peaceful 
election could be held on the basis of a secular constitution. A secular 
India was the response to Pakistan (made in the name of Islam) not 
a Hindu India. 

The 1950s and the 1960s were also marked by cleavages in the party. 
During the freedom movement, the Congress had attracted people with 
diverse political views and economic interests. They worked together 
for the sole aim of ousting the British rulers. After independence, the 
differences were heightened. In 1951, J.B. Kripalani quit the Congress 
with his followers because of differences with Nehru over the relative 
importance of the parliamentary and the organizational wings. 
Kripalani wanted the government to consult the Congress Working 
Committee on important matters like appointments for high political 
offices but Nehru insisted on unfettered freedom for the government 
to function. On the eve of the first general elections, some leaders 
including P.C. Ghosh left the Congress to form the Kisan Mazdoor 
Praja Party. C. Rajagopalachari left the Congress in 1959 to form the 
Swatantra Party. 

During these years, Nehru tried to ensure that the Congress remained 
a party that welcomed diversity. When the Socialists left the Congress 
believing it to have become a right-wing party, Nehru made several 
attempts to woo them back and seek their cooperation in nation 
building. He was concerned that the Congress should maintain a leftist 
orientation. With the Communists leaving the Congress in 1945, and 
adopting a hostile stance since 1947, and the Socialists leaving Congress 
in 1948, the Left forces in the Congress were considerably weakened. 

When he could not bring the Left back into the party, he decided to 
take the initiative himself for radicalizing party policies in the spheres 
of social equality, equity and economic development. At the Congress 
session in Hyderabad in 1953, the scope of land reforms was extended 
and at the Avadi session in 1955,”the socialistic pattern of society” 
was adopted as the objective. In the Nagpur session held in 1959, he 
proposed a resolution for introduction of cooperatives in agriculture. 
In January 1964, the Congress session was held in Bhubaneshwar where 
the commitment to socialism was reiterated. 

The transformation of the Congress from a party leading a movement 
to a party heading a government, inevitably brought in problems 
of factionalism, weakening of contact with the masses, tendencies 
of power-seeking and even corruption. For some years, Nehru was 
able to contain this but a stage came when even he could not check 
the stagnancy. At the session in Avadi held in 1955, a resolution was 
adopted directing the Working Committee to take firm steps to ensure 
that organizational discipline was duly observed. In 1963, the loss of 
three by-elections made the party sit up and take notice of the stagnancy 
which had set in. The party had been in power for many years and the 
organizational side had clearly suffered. K. Kamraj, the Chief Minister 
of Madras, and Nehru put together a plan to reinvigorate the party and 
bring about a balance between the party and its parliamentary wing. 
Under this plan, called Karnraj Plan, prominent leaders were asked to 
relinquish official positions, approach the masses and try to restore their 
confidence in the party. Three hundred resignations from ministerial 
posts including those of all members of the Union Cabinet and all 
Chief Ministers followed. Of these, Nehru accepted the resignations 
of 6 Cabinet ministers and 6 Chief Ministers. 

However, this plan came too late. By this time, Nehru’s health was failing 
and he could not follow it through. He passed away on 27 May 1964. 
Nevertheless, the Congress during the Nehru era achieved great success 
in many fields, including political stability in the country in its most 
formative years. It helped the nation in framing for itself a democratic 
constitution and in creating a strong and vibrant parliamentary 
structure. Its performance in the first three general elections was better 
than that of all other parties. 

India during the years from 1951 to 1964 settled on a road to stability 
and prosperity. The Constitution had been adopted and the refugee 
problem had more or less been settled. This was the beginning of 
he rebuilding of the polity and the economy. The basic objectives of  
democracy, civil liberties, secularism, economic development and  
planning and socialism seemed within reach. The linguistic issues were 
dealt with as were the tribal problems, planning was initiated, foreign 
policy charted out, elections set in place and administrative structure 
established and the blueprint of a welfare state laid out. 

This was no mean achievement. India’s success in combining 
development with democracy became a model for other newly 
independent third world countries. As Nehru was keenly aware, this 
was a path ‘uncharted in history’. Nehru, the pre-eminent builder 
of independent India had set India on a course which many other 
countries were to try and follow with varying degrees of success.  v

Extracts from the book “The Congress and the making of Indian 
Nation”- Chapter-10
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manifesto Committee for 
Chhattisgarh
The congress President has on 23rd July, 
2013 approved the Manifesto Committee of 
Chhattisgarh for the forthcoming Assembly 
Election 2013. 

Chairman
1. Shri Bodhram Kanwar, MLA 

Convenor
2. Shri Mohamed Akbar 

members 
3. Shri R.C. Singhdeo 
4. Shri Rampukar Singh, MLA 
5. Shri Parsaram Bhardwaj, Ex-MP 
6. Shri Dharmjit Singh, MLA 
7. Shri Shakrajit Nayak, MLA 
8. Shri Pradeep Choubey, Ex-MLA 
9. Shri Baijnath Chandrakar, Ex-MLA 
10. Smt. Vani Rao, Mayor, Bilaspur
11. Shri Vishwar Ottavalwar, INTUC
12. Shri Domendra Bhediya, Ex-MLA
13. Shri Brihaspat Singh, ST 
14. Shri Ibrahim Memon
15. Shri Santhosh Yadav 
16. Smt. Seema Agja, Das Anand
17. Shri Girish Dewangan 
18. Shri Ajit Degvekar

Election, manifesto Committees 
of rajasthan
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 
on 30th July, 2013 approved the proposal 
for constituting the Rajasthan Pradesh 
Congress Election Committee and Manifesto 
Committee as enclosed.

Chairman
Dr. Chandrabhan, President, Pradesh 
Congress Committee

members
1. Shri Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister
2. Dr. C.P. Joshi, Union Minister
3. Smt. Chandresh Kumari, Union Minister
4. Shri Sis Ram Ola, Union Minister

ORgAnIzATIOnAL AppOInTmEnTS

The following appointments have been announced by the aICC general Secretary, 
Shri Janardan dwivedi in the month of July and august, 2013

5. Shri Parasram Madema, Ex. PCC 
President

6. Col. Sona Ram Chaudhary, Ex. MP
7. Master Bhanwarlal Meghwal, Former 

Minister
8. Dr. Girija Vyas, Union Minister
9. Shri Narayan Singh, Ex. PCC President
10. Dr. B.D. Kalla, Ex. PCC President
11. Shri Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of 

State I/C
12. Shri Sachin Pilot, Union Minister of State 

I/C
13. Shri Namo Narain Meena, Union Minister 

of State
14. Shri Lal Chand Kataria, Union Minister 

of State
15. Shri Amamuddin Ahmed ‘Duru Miyan’, 

Minister
16. Shri Shanti Dhariwal, Minister
17. Shri Tarachand Bhagora, MP & Secretary, 

AICC
18. Shri Harish Chaudhary, MP & Secretary, 

AICC
19. Shri Mohan Prakash, Member, CWC & 

General Secretary, AICC
20. Shri Zuber Khan, Secretary, AICC
21. Shri Sanjay Bapna, Ex. Secretary, AICC
22. Shri K.C. Bishnoi, Ex. MLA
23. Shri Mool Chand Meena, Ex. MP & Ex. 

Secretary, AICC

Ex. Officio members – presidents 
of Frontal Organizations
1. Shri Ashok Chandana, President, Pradesh 

Youth Congress
2. Chief Organzier, Pradesh Congress 

Sevadal (to be appointed shortly)
3. Smt. Shakuntla Rawat, President, Pradesh 

Mahila Congress
4. Shri Mukesh Bhakar, President, Pradesh 

NSUI

rajasthan pradesh Congress 
manifesto Committee – 2013
Chairman

Shri Shanti Dhariwal, Cabinet Minister, 
Rajasthan

member
1. Shri B.D. Kalla, Ex. PCC President
2. Shri Mahendra Singh, Vice President, 

Pradesh Congress Committee
3. Shri Raghuvir Meena, MP
4. Shri Ask Ali Tak, MP
5. Shri Parasram Moradia
6. Shri Pradhumnsingh, Former Minister
7. Shri Harisingh Mahuwa, Former Mukhya 

Sachetak
8. Shri Pratapsingh Khachriyawa, MLA
9. Shri Harimohan Sharma, Former Minister
10. Maj. O.P. Yadav
11. Shri Rameshwar Dudi, Zila Pramukh
12. Smt. Jyoti Khandelwa, Mayor
13. Shri K.L. Meena (Retd. IAS)
14. Shri Bibhuti Sharna Sharma
15. Dr. V.P. Dhaka, President, Senior Citizens 

Cell, Pradesh Congress
16. Shru Jugal Kabra, Former MLA
17. Smt. Vijayalakshmi Bishnoi, President, 

Social Welfare Board
18. Sqn. Ldr. Laxman Singh Rawat
19. Shri Ashok Bairwa, Minister
20. Shri Narendra Budania, MP
21. Shri Chiranji Lal Badaya
22. Dr. Param Navdeep Singh
23. Smt. Bina Kak, Minister
24. Dr. Chandrasekhar Ved
25. Shri Saiyam Loda
26. Smt. Suman Yadav
27. Dr. Sajjan Katara
28. Mrs. Jyoti Mirdha, MP
29. Shri Hukumaram Bishnoi
30. Shri Ratan Singh, MP

Coordination Committee of 
Jharkhand
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
has on 2nd August, 2013 approved the 
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proposal to constitute the Jharkhand Pradesh 
Coordination Committee. 

Chairman
Shri B.K. Hariprasad-In-Charge General 
Secretary – AICC

members
1. Shri Sukhdeo Bhagat – President-PCC
2. Shri Rajinder Singh – CLP Leader
3. Shri Tarachand Bhagora – Secretary-

AICC
4. Shri Subodh Kanth Sahai, MP (LS)
5. Shri Alamghir Alam, Ex-Speaker

disciplinary, media Committee 
for Odisha
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
has on 2nd August, 2013 approved the 
proposal for appointing the Disciplinary 
Committee, Media Department and Social 
Media Committee of Odisha Pradesh 
Congress.

Chairman
1. Shri Harihar Karan

members
2. Shri Samir Kumar Routray
3. Shri Madhab Sardar
4. Shri Sarat Rout
5. Shri Pradeep Majhi
6. Smt. Sandhya Mohapatra (W)
7. Shri Uttam Acharya

media department
Chairman
1.  Shri Narsingh Mishra 

members
2. Shri Sarat Rout
3. Shri Ranjbi Biswal 
4. Shri Prasad Harichandan 
5. Shri Ganeswar Behra
6. Shri Debashis Patnaik 
7. Shri Pradeep Majhi  
8. Smt. Solochana Das (W) 
9. Shri Manas Mangaraj 
10. Dr. Lalatendu Mohapatra  
11. Shri Ashok Samal  
12. Shri Uttam Acharya 
13. Shri Durga Sharan Sahu 
14. Shri Santosh Mohanty 

Social media
Chairman
1 Shri Abhinna Kumar Hota 

members
2 Prof. Chitralekha Mohanty (W) 
3 Shri Sanjay Jena 
4 Shri Akash Bhuniya  
5 Shri Sasmit Patra 
6 Shri Santanu Sahoo 
7 Shri Tarun Majhi 
8 Shri Sitanshu Das
9 Shri Rabi Ray

Coordination Committee for 
Sikkim
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 2nd August, 2013 approved the 
proposal for constituting the Coordination 
Committee for Sikkim Pradesh Congress.

Chairman
1. General Secretary Incharge 
members
2. PCC President
3. CLP Leader
4. AICC Secretary Incharge
5. Shri Anil Lachenpa
6. Shri Youa Raj Rai

The Congress President has on 7th August, 
2013 approved the constitution of Manifesto 
Implementation Committees for Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka. 

manifesto Implementation 
Committee for andhra pradesh
Chairman
1. Shri A.K. Antony- Chairman
members
2. Shri V. Narayanasamy
3. General Secretary Incharge
4. PCC President
5. CLP Leader
6. AICC Secretary/Secretaries Incharge
7. Shri Arun Kumar, MP
8. Dr. Geeta Reddy, Minister

manifesto Implementation 
Committee for karnataka
Chairman
1. Shri A.K. Antony
members
2. Shri V. Narayanasamy
3. General Secretary Incharge
4. PCC President
5. CLP Leader

6. AICC Secretary/Secretaries Incharge
7. Shri Janardhana Poojari
8. Shri H.K. Patil, Minister

She has also approved the following 
Coordination

Committee for goa:
1. General Secretary Incharge
2. PCC President -  Convenor
3. CLP Leader
4. AICC Secretary Incharge
5. Shri Pravin Kunkoliekar
6. Shri Aleixo R. Lourenco

Concern Committee for 
Telengana
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 7th August, 2013 constituted a four-
member Committee to hear the concerns 
being expressed arising out of the decision 
to form a new state of Telengana.
The Composition of the Committee is:

Chairman
1. Shri A.K. Antony 
members
2. Shri M. Veerappa Moily
3. Shri Ahmed Patel
4. Shri Digvijaya Singh

Odisha Coordination Committee
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 19th August, 2013 approved the 
Coordination Committee for Odisha as 
given below:
1. General Secretary Incharge
2. PCC President - Convenor
3. CLP Leader
4. AICC Secretary Incharge
5. Shri Dhambru Dhar Ullka
6. Shri Narasingh Mishra

Coordination Committee for 
delhi
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
has on 23rd August, 2013 approved the 
proposal to constitute the Coordination 
Committee for Delhi as follow:
1. General Secretary Incharge
2. PCC President - Convenor
3. CLP Leader
4. AICC Secretary Incharge
5. Shri Suresh Malik
6. Shri Anil Bhardwaj
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ANDAMAN NICOBAR
Demand for Central University

port blair: PCC President, Shri Kuldeep Rai 
Sharma has requested the Lt. Governor to 
consider establishing a Central University 
in Andaman Nicobar Islands. Shri Sharma 
who has visited almost all parts of these 
islands, got a vivid picture of these islands an 
felt an acute necessity of a central University 
for these islands for the upliftment of 
education, generation of employment and 
for improved living conditions. As per the 
thinking of Sharma, the establishment of 
a central University for these islands is 
justified as it is the far eastern outpost of 
India with a population of nearly 4 lakhs, 
3 districts and 501 villages; a high literacy 
level of about 86% and the isolated nature 
of this area. The pass outs from all sr. 
secondary schools of these islands cannot 
go to the mainland colleges for further 
studies but establishing of a university can 
effectively check the frustration of people 
and the development of the region.

Accordingly, Shri Sharma in his letter of 
request to the Lt. Governor for considering 
establishment of a Central University in 
these islands has written that many new 
initiatives will take place in the years to 
come under the dynamic leadership of the 
new Lt. Governor and stated that the AN 
Administration has been quite positive on 
the issues raised by Sharma from time to 
time and hopes that the present proposal for 
establishing a central university may also be 
granted by the Administrator. Shri Sharma 
has further written that the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister has already stated that every State 
should have atlest one Central University 
and in view of the special needs of AN 
Islands, a separate University for AN Islands 
could be thought of. The Vice Chancellor 
of Pondicherry University to which all the 
colleges of these islands are affiliated has 
already recommended to the Ministry of 
Human Resources Development of such 
establishment of an exclusive University 
for these islands.

DELHI
Manifesto, Publicity Committee 

Meeting held

new delhi: In connection with the Delhi 
Assembly elections, the first meeting of the 
manifesto and publicity committee was held 
at the Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee 
(DPCC) office, Rajiv Bhawan, on 20th 
July, 2013. The meeting was presided over 
by chairman of the committee and DPCC 
President, Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, MP. 
AICC General  Secretary in  charge of Delhi, 
Dr. Shakeel Ahmed and AICC secretary in  
charge of Delhi Shri Kuljit Singh Nagra also 
attended the meeting.

Prominent people present were Delhi 
Chief Minister Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Delhi 
Government Ministers, Shri Arvinder 
Singh Lovely, Smt. Kiran Walia, Rajkumar 
Chauhan and Ramakanth Goswami, former 
MPs Vishwabandhu Gupta and J.K. Jain, 
MLAs Kunwar Karan Singh, Anil Bhardwaj 
and Devendra Yadav, the Leaders of the 
Opposition in all the three MCDs Mukesh 
Goel, Farhad Suri and Smt. Varyam Kaur, 
Municipal Councillors Amrita Dhawan and 
Abhikesh Dutt, Suresh Malik, Dhirendra 
Tyagi, Abjit Singh Gulati, Sanjay Puri and 
Alok Sharma.

The meeting had extensive discussion on 
the preparations for publicity and for the 
preparation of the Election Manifesto.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Positive Contribution

Shimla: The Congress Sewa Dal workers 
of Solan district alongwith senior Congress 
workers contributed their precious time in 
canvassing during the by-election of the 

Mandi Lok Sabha seat.

The result was very positive as the Congress 
candidate, Smt. Pratima Singh won the seat 
with a record margin.

For this victory, Solan district Congress 
President, Shri Rahul Singh Thakur, Sewa 
Dal Organizer, Shri Mohan Sharma, Shri 
Rakesh Pant, Shri Layak Ram Verma, 
Nitasha Sharma, Neerja Kamath, Rajeshwar 
Thakur, Pratap Thakur and Baldev Thakur 
have expressed their thanks to the Congress 
president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi and Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister, Shri Veerbhadra Singh for this 
victory.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Prof. Soz assures to solve people’s 

problem 
Srinagar: Prof. Saifuddin Soz MP, (former 
Union Minister) & President J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee addressed two very 
largely attended public rally at Sipan  
Khanabal in Anatnag and Yaripora 
and Homshalibugh (Kulgam). He was 
accompanied by Raman Bhalla Minister 
for Housing & Horticulture, Shabir Ahmad 
Khan Minister for Health, Bashir Ahmad 
Magrey MLC Vice President, Mohd. 
Abdullah Nadaf General Secretary, Gulzar 
Ahmad Wani, Anayatullah Rahter District 
Presidents, Hilal Shah District General 
Secretary, Shaheena Nadaf Mahila District 
President, Abdul Gandi Shiekh and others.

Prof. Soz responded to the demands 
that were presented by Hilal Shah and 
Anayatullah Rather at the two place. He 
responded whole heartedly and assured the 
people that these demands were genuine 
and he would expect from the Ministers 
concerned to solve these problems in the 
immediate future. As for Anantnag, Prof. 
Soz told the people that a project would be 
prepared for flood control management at 
Khanabal and for construction of fly over 
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there. He also assured the people that he 
would ask PHE Minister to ensure that 
Kehribal Water Supply Scheme should be 
completed, as early as possible.

At Yaripora, Prof. Soz expressed surprise 
that Electric Fees in Homshalibugh and 
Kulgam were charged at two different 
rates. He told the people that he would 
request Shri Viqar Rasool MoS Power to 
visit the place and sort out this matter with 
the people. He also told the people that 
their demand for Iddgah, Fruit Mandi and 
shopline at Jablipora were genuine and he 
would expect that Shri Raman Bhalla would 
solve the problem early.

Addressing the gathering Shabir Ahmad 
Khan Health Minister responded to the 
request of Pradesh Congress Committee 
President Prof.  Saifuddin Soz and 
announced a sum of Rupees 50 lakhs for 
completion of building for PHC at Yaripora. 
He also assured Prof. Saifuddin Soz that 
he would sort out the problems of Asha 
Workers within a week’ time.

Raman Bhalla Minister for Housing & 
Horticulture assured the PCC President, 
Prof. Saifuddin Soz that a fruit Mandi and 
shopline would be provided at Jablipora, 
as early as possible. Both Ministers and 
Bashir Ahmad Magrey urged the people 
to strengthen the Congress Party further 
so that this party would serve them well.

In his concluding remarks Prof. Soz told the 
people that he felt satisfied that Congress 
Party had emerged as an effective political 
force in Kashmir, Jammu and Ladakh and 
he (Prof. Soz) had no doubt that Congress 
Party would serve the best interests of the 
people.

Meetings in Leh, Kargil
Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir Mahila 
Congress held meetings in Leh and Kargil 
districts of Ladakh under the leadership 
of state Mahila Congress president, Smt. 
Indu Pawar.
The meetings in Kargil was held on 30th 

June, 2013 in which the district Mahila 
president, Smt. R. Dolkar was also present 
while the meeting in Leh was held on 4th 
July, 2013 and district president, Smt. 
Praveena was present.
In the meetings, Smt. Indu Pawar asked 
the women of Ladakh to take active part in 
politics and to make the Congress strong for 
development and progress. Smt. 
Pawar also made the women aware about  
the achievements of the Congress  led UPA 
Government at the Centre.

MADHYA PRADESH
Rath Yatra condemned

bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee president and former Union 
Minister, Shri Kantilal Bhuria said that the 
work in BJP  ruled state government offices 
will not be working for the next two months 
because of the Election Rath Yatra of the 
Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh.

Shri Bhuria said that the Rath Yatra 
which commenced on 22nd July, 2013 
will conclude on 6 October, 2013 after 
passing through all the 229 Vidhan Sabha 
constituencies.

Shri Bhuria said that Shri Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan was leading this Yatra not as a 
party office  bearer but as the chief minister 
of the state and because of this fact, all the 
party workers and government machinery 
will be deployed for this election campaign 
in the name of Rath Yatra.

Jan Sangram Rally
bhopal: Union Urban Development 
Minister, Shri Kamal Nath has said that 
the countdown has begun for the BJP 
government in Madhya Pradesh. He alleged 
that the BJP government had promised to 
give electricity round the clock but has 
instead pushed the state into more darkness.

Shri Kamal Nath was addressing a rally 
called Jan Sangram Rally to oppose the 
anti  people BJP government in the state. 
He asked the people to once again come 
under the Congress flag and promised to 
make the state self  sufficient. Shri Kamal 
Nath asked the people that the time has 
come when people should pledge to throw 
this BJP government out in the forthcoming 
elections.

Pradesh Congress president, Shri Kantilal 
Bhuria addressing the gathering said that 
the Centre had allocated a fund of Rs. 1000 
crore for implementation of various central 
programmes but whenever the expenditure 
of the fund is asked, they do not give any 
reply. I think they have swallowed this 
amount, he said.

Union Power Minister, Shri Joytiraditya 
Scindia said that a clarion call for change 
of government has been given from the 
Vidhan Sabha constituency of Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan. The BJP 
is making false impression that there is no 
unity in the Congress but I want to say that 
all the top Congress leaders are present in 
the meeting.

MEETING WITH FOREIGN VISITOR

UPA Chairperson and Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi with Nepali Congress President 
Sushil Koirala during a meeting at her residence in New Delhi on 27 August 2013
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Congress to form govt. in Madhya 
Pradesh

bhopal: Union Textile Minister, Dr. K.S. 
Rao while addressing the PCC workers 
here on 22nd July, 2013, said that Congress 
will form the next government in the state.

Shri Rao said that the Power  hungry BJP 
was once again playing the ‘Hindutva’ card 
and trying all the tricks under their sleeve 
to capture power by hook or crook but they 
will not succeed as the aware people of our 
country have realized their true colours.

Shri Rao asked the party workers to 
continue their good work of strengthening 
the party and try to avoid differences 
and groupism. Shri Rao said with the 
achievements of the UPA government, the 
Congress will once again come to power in 
Madhya Pradesh, so forget self interest and 
work together for the party’s success.

Charges against state minister
bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Mahila Congress 
president, Smt. Archana Jaiswal has on 6th 
July, 2013 accused the Finance Minister Shri 
Raghav in the BJP government of the state 
of carrying out exploitation of his servant.

The actions of Shri Raghav which is 
recorded in a CD was received by the state 
Mahila Congress. Shri Raghav is MLA from 
Vidisha. Smt. Archana said if senior BJP 
minister is indulging in such acts, how can 
the crime graph be controlled in the state.

Smt. Archana not only demanded the 
resignation of the minister but he should 
also be tried in the fast  track court so that 
the realty comes out.

Meanwhile, the Madhya Pradesh Mahila 
Congress Committee thanked the Congress 
president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi on the 
approval of the Food Security Bill by the 
Union Cabinet.

MAHARASHTRA
Congress leaders blast BJP for 

communal agenda
nagpur: Nagpur MP Shri Vilas Muttemwar 
has criticized Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
for misleading people on the revolutionary 
food security bill. He alleged that BJP was 
once again trying to raise sensational issue 
of Ram Mandir to divide society.

Shri Muttemwar was addressing a gathering 
at Devadia Congress Bhavan on 8th July, 
2013. Muttemwar, who is also heading 
Parliamentary Committee for Food and 
Civil Supplies Department, said, Congress 
Party has prepared a bill after massive 
exercise of three years. UPA Chairperson 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi played an important 
role in preparing food security bill. The 
party is trying to provide two times meal 
to poor and needy persons in the country. 
On one hand, Congress is providing food 
for poor persons and on the hand, the BJP 
is allegedly whipping up the passions.

Minister of State Shri Rajendra Mulak 
said, the Gandhi family has sacrificed 
for the people of the country. The Prime 
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and UPA 
Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi are giving 
able leadership to the country, he stated.

City President Jaiprakash Gupta in 
introductory remarks said that Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi had played a stellar role 
for needy persons and has displayed her 
affection for Aam Aadmi. Former MLA 
Yadavrao Deogade, Prakash Lonare, former 
City President Sheikh Hussain, Vijay 
Jichkar, Vishal Muttemwar, Sevadal Chief 
Ramgovind Khobragade, Mahila Congress 
President Abha Pande were present. 
General Secretary Bandopant Tembhurne 
compered the programme while adv. 
Abhijeet Vanjari proposed a vote for thanks.

ODISHA
Concern over neo  natal deaths

bhubaneswar: Former Minister and senior 
Congress leader Shri Niranjan Patnaik on 

22nd July, 2013 urged the Odisha Chief 
Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik to take strict 
measures in preventing neo  natal deaths in 
the state. He has expressed deep anguish on 
the simultaneous deaths of nine new born 
babies at V.S.S. Medical College, one of the 
most prominent tertiary medical facilities 
in the state.

On such a shocking incident, the former 
Minister called for a comprehensive review 
of the state of affairs relating to neo  natal 
health care in Odisha. “My intention is 
not to try and take any political mileage 
out of such horrendous tragedy. I am sure 
the state government will take suitable and 
exemplary action to fix accountability and 
compensate the victims. But, the question is, 
if distressed babies could not be saved at the 
V.S.S. Medical College and Hospital, where 
else could they have been saved? Were these 
cases of institutional deliveries, if not why? 
As a former Health Minister of the State, I 
cannot avoid being extremely concerned 
about the state of health infrastructure in 
Odisha,” said Shri Patnaik.

He said that he does not want to point out 
the negligence that may have contributed 
to the deaths of nine babies, but hopes 
the enquiry team appointed by the state 
government to be honest enough in 
bringing out the truth.

Odisha has a serious issue with neo  natal 
deaths and remains at the bottom among 
states in neo  natal death rates. There 
is a direct correlation between poverty 
and high incidence of neo  natal death, 
but unfortunately, the state does not 
seem to have benefitted enough from the 
increased allocation of funds by the Central 
Government with specific focus on neo  
natal health.

PUNJAB
Mass contact campaign

Fathehgarh Sahib: The Punjab Pradesh 
Congress Committee president, Shri Pratap 
Singh Bajwa started the mass contact 
campaign from here on 23rd July, 2013.

Shri Bajwa said that this was necessary 
as the party workers were ignored during 
the 2012 assembly elections. But he has 
realized the deficiency and has once again 
started this mass contact campaign in a bid 
to renew confidence and rapport with the 
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party workers.

Shri Bajwa said that the Akali Dal 
government had made false promises to the 
people of Punjab and thus betrayed them. 
Shri Bajwa said that the SAD government 
was bankrupt and therefore was unable to 
fulfill its promise but the Congress Party 
will force them to fulfill its poll promises.

Shri Bajwa said that SAD government had 
promised surplus power, free computers 
to students and Rs. 1,000 stipend to 
unemployed youth of the state.

Shri Bajwa added that it is time that the 
people of Punjab wake up to reality and 
defeat the communal coalition government 
of SAD  BJP in the state to secure a better 
future for Punjab.

Healthcare dismal in Malwa
Bhatinda: Punjab PCC president, Shri 
Pratap Singh Bajwa on his mass contact 
campaign in Malwa on 24th July, 2013 said 
that the healthcare was dismal in Malwa.

Shri Bajwa said that the Malwa region, 
which has the maximum number of cancer 
cases in Punjab, does not have a premier 
health institution and it was a pity. Shri 
Bajwa said that the Badal family had gained 
power from the Malwa region but they have 
been selective in the development process. 
He added that people here were addicted 
to drugs which is being encouraged by the 
Badals to keep their vote bank secure.

Provide jobs for youth
Phagwara: Punjab PCC president, Shri 
Pratap Singh Bajwa reached here on 
25th July, 2013 and accused the Punjab 
government for increasing the retirement 
age Government employees.

Shri Bajwa said that the state government 
has increased the retirement age to 60 years. 
Addressing the party workers, Shri Bajwa 
said that the SAD  BJP government were 
running away from their responsibility 
and promise of providing jobs to the 
educated youth or pay them unemployment 
allowance as was promised in the manifesto.

RAJASTHAN
‘Extremism can end with change of 

mindset’
Udaipur: Dr. Girija Vyas  Union Minister 

for Urban and Poverty Alleviation said that 
“though she was not a jain by faith, she 
had belief in it. She had belief in it earlier 
and has belief in it now also. I am trying to 
speak about the effect of the teachings of the 
Jain religion on politics. As long as there is 
no change is one’s mindset, there cannot 
be an end to extremism. Jain religion also 
teaches that all religions are equal. Today, 
the situation in the world has changed but 
expectations have not changed.”

Dr. Girija Vyas was here on 4th August, 
2013, dedicating the new constructions 
of the Shevatambar Terapanthi Sabha and 
addressing the Terapanthi Youth Council 
and the Terapanthi Women’s Mandal. Dr. 
Vyas said that dedication at the feet of 
dedicated people of the religion is a big 
honour.

Leader in the state Vidhan Sabha, Shri 
Gulabchand Kataria who presided over the 
function said, if you think good, you will 
speak good. When your language becomes 
good the country automatically becomes 
good. Mayor of the City Coroporation, 
Smt. Ranjani Dangi said that people 
remember those who have dedicated their 
life for others. The Terapanthi Sabha has 
progressed with the modern time. To 
construct the Tulsi Art gallery is a very good 
suggestion and this will also be a success. 
District Congress president, Smt. Madhu 
Mehata said that the money of the donors is 
being put to good use for the religious work 
and they will be rewarded well. Chairman 
of the Sabha, Shri Rajkumar is worthy to 
be honoured as he successfully completed 
many works in one year time.

TAMILNADU
Village to Village awareness Yatra

Trichy: Congress workers launched 
village to village awareness campaign to 
explain to the people about various central 
Government schemes and its achievements.

Under the leadership of Smt. Soniaji 
and beloved, young dynamic leader Shri 
Rahul Gandhi, Congress in its nine years 
of UPA government rule has done much 
developmental activities and various other 
progressive schemes and projects are 
unaccountable.

All India Congress Committee member 
and Tamilnadu Congress Committee vice  
president, State General body member, Shri 
Rajendran, All India Congress member and 
Nehru Yuva Kendra advisory body member, 
Shri Nalla Sekar with the permission of 
Tamilnadu Police have launched a Yatra 
from Chennai to Kanyakumari on 5th 
July, 2013.

Former TNCC President, Shri E.V.K.S. 
Illangovan flagged off this Yatra in Chennai 
in the presence and advice of TNCC 
President, B.S. Gnanadesikan.

Thirty lakhs (30 lakhs) of people in 2436 
village in Trichy District alone and Chennai 
district, Vellore, Thirupathur, Krishnagiri, 
Salem, Erode, Thiruppur, Coimbatore, 
Udumalpet, Dindukkal, Karur, Nammakkal 
and Peramballur were covered. In all these 
areas Congress youth explained Congress 
government’s various achievements and 
developmental programmes. This Yatra 
has created an inspirational and impressive 
awareness in this area.

UTTAR PRADESH
Many attend Iftaar party

lucknow: Like in the past, this year too the 
Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee hosted 
the Roza Iftaar party here on 1st August, 
2013. Large number of people including 
Ulemas, religious, social, administrative 
and distinguished guests participated in 
the Iftaar.

On this occasion, people from all class of 
the society come to the party and showed 
the Ganga-Jamuna culture of unity and 
presented an example of love, peace and 

nEwS



Congress sandesh | 45 | august 2013

brotherhood leaving behind all differences.

UPCC president, Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
thanked all the people and said that this is 
the holy month of Ramzan which brings 
lots of blessings, grace and prosperity.

Others who gave their thanks included 
General Secretary incharge of UP, Shri 
Madhusudan Mistri, AICC secretary 
incharge, Shri Juber Khan, former Union 
Minister, Smt. Mohasina Kidwai, Union 
Minister for Coal, Shri Sreeprakash Jaiswal, 
Union Rural Development Minister of 
State, Shri Pradeep Jain Aditya, Congress 
CLP Leader, Shri Pradeep Mathur, Shri 
Naseeb Pathan, Shri Pramod Tiwari, Shri 
Jaffar Ali Naqvi, Shri Rajeshpati Tiwari 
with others.

Meeting of Frontal Organization

lucknow: A meeting of the Frontal 
Organization of the Congress including 
Zonal Presidents of the Youth Congress 
and the National Students Union of India, 
State president of the Mahila Congress 
and all the Zonal incharges, Zonal chief 
organizer of the Sewa Dal and the Zonal 
president of the INTUC was held here on 
30th July, 2013 under the presidentship 
of State Congress President, Dr. Nirmal 
Khatri, MP. The meeting was also attended 
by all the four AICC General Secretaries 
incharge Shri Nasib Singh, Shri Prakash 
Joshi, Shri Rana Goswamy and Shri Juber 
Khan and CLP Leader Shri Pradeep 
Mathur and Leader of the Vidhan Parishad 

Shri Nasib Pathan and all the eight Zonal 
incharges of UPCC and coordinators were 
present. Apart from this, All India Mahila 
Congress vice  president and incharge 
of the Mahila Congress in UP, Smt. 
Musharraf Chaudhary was also present.

The meeting discussed the present working 
conditions of the Frontal Organizations 
and henceforth directed that the Frontal 
Organization should work untedily and 
should leave behind all their differences 
and work for the interest of organization 
and should work from the eight Zonal 
offices and should discuss all the matter 
with the senior Congress leaders and move 
ahead to make the organization strong. 
Programmes were given to them. It was 
also decided to open Mahila Congress unit 
where it did not exist by 15 August, 2013. 
That training camps be held for the Sewa 
Dal with the help of Lok Sabha contestants 
to start nurseries. 

On 31st July, 2013, a meeting was held 
of the newly appointed District and City 
Congress Presidents which was presided 
over by UPCC President, Dr. Nirmal 
Khatri. The meeting was held at the 
UPCC Headquarter and was attended 
by all the four AICC General Secretaries 
incharges with all eight Zonal Chiefs and 
coordinators. General Secretaries, Shri 
Madhusudan Mistri addressed the meeting 
and asked all the 162 district and city 
presidents to form their committees and 
it will not have more than 35 members. 
The committee should start their work of 
propagating about the prime programmes 
of the Central government and to join new 
people with the Congress party.

Later, the AICC General Secretaries 
incharge interacted with the Zonal 
incharges of two zones to assess the 
district with their respective presidents 
and workers.

Protest Rally
lucknow: Congress workers, led by 
Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee 
president, Shri Nirmal Khatri and former 
UPCC president, Dr. Rita Bahuguna 
Joshi took out a protest rally against the 
hike in electricity tariff by the UP state 
government here on 10th June, 2013.

The Congressmen also burst on effigy of 
the SP government to show their anger. 

During the protest, AICC Member and 
UPCC General Secretary, Shri Shiv 
Bhagwan was badly bruised in the fire.

Central Schemes not being 
implemented properly

Unnao: Union Minister, Shri Jairam 
Ramesh said that though both SP and BSP 
are supporting UPA at the Centre, they are 
both equally corrupt in their dealings. Shri 
Jairam Ramesh said that the former Chief 
Minister of UP was asked to conduct a 
CBI inquiry into the corrupt practices in 
the implementation of MNREGA but she 
gave one or the other excuses and now the 
young Chief Minister is also shying alway.

Shri Ramesh said this while addressing 
the press at the Inspection Bunglow before 
laying the foundation stone for 62 roads 
to be made for which the clearance has 
been received.

Shri Jairam Ramesh alleged that the 
Central Government’s people welfare 
schemes were not being implemented 
properly in Uttar Pradesh and the people 
are not getting the benefits of those 
schemes.
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Ex-SERvICEmEn wILL 
SAfEguARD SECuLARISm

In the beginning of the month, on August 
3,  2013, the AICC Ex-Ser vicemen 

Department held a meeting of Ex-Servicemen 
in Huvinhadagali (Distt. Bellary), Karnataka.

Nearly 300 Ex-Servicemen and Veer Naris 
participated in the meeting which was 
organized by the KPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department. Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary, 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Department was 
the Chief Guest in the function which was 
presided over by Sh. Parmeshwar Naik, 
Labour Minister, Govt. of Karnataka. Sh. 
M.P. Ravindran, MLA, Sh. Nandihallappa, 
ex-MLA also participated alongwith Col. K.C. 
George, Chairman, KPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department. Others who participated in the 
meeting were Sh. Ghosh Moiduin, Sh. Chana 
Basapa, Sh. Imam Sahib, Bellary President 
DCC Ex-Servicemen Dept., Sh. V.P. Jaganath, 
Sh. Malleshappa, GS, Sh. Uma Kant, Treasurer, 
Sh. Devinder, Sh. Triveni, Sh. Rudraswamy,

Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department, in his inaugural 
address congratulated Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Prime Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh and the UPA Govt. for the 
passage of National Food Security Ordinance 
and for the decision to create Telangana state 
which he said was a very difficult decision 
keeping in view the sentiments of the people 
and sensitivity of the issues involved. He 
emphasized whenever the Congress Party took 
a decision, it always kept the national interest 
above party’s interest. The Secretary of the 
Ex-Servicemen Department cited a number 
of examples in this regard especially Punjab 
and Assam accords under the stewardship 
of late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. Capt. 
Davar explained the working of AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department and the manner 
in which it was taking up welfare of Ex-

Servicemen and Veer 
Naris (widows/war 
widows) especially 
during the last decade 
and more. The Ex-
Servicemen present heard him with rapt 
attention while he explained the details of the 
substantial improvement in the pension of Ex-
Servicemen and salaries of serving soldiers.  

He also thanked the Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Defence Minister 
Sh. A K Antony for vast improvement, 
besides pensions, in medical facilities for Ex-
Servicemen as a result of which he claimed 
that longevity of Ex-Servicemen has increased 
after the UPA came to power in 2004. Capt. 
Davar appealed to the Ex-Servicemen not 
to fall prey to the forces of communalism, 
casteism and regionalism and motivated 
them to strengthen secularism which they 
imbibe while they were in service in the 
Defence Forces. He said that its only the 
Congress Party which is above ‘isms’ that is 
communalism, casteism, regionalism and 
linguism. It was therefore paramount that, 
in national interest, Congress is returned to 
power in 2014 for which the Ex-Servicemen 
must play an aggressive role in preventing 
any leader who swears by communal facists 
ideology to assume the reins of the country.

As this was the first ever meeting of Ex-
Servicemen held in the interior of central 
Karnataka, there was tremendous enthusiasm 
amongst the Ex-Servicemen who converged in 
Huvinhadagali from Bellary and neighbouring 
of Devangiri, Gathak and Tumkur.

Karnataka Labour Minister, Shri Parameshwar 
Naik paid rich tributes to the sacrifices made 
by officers and jawans of the Defence Forces in 
protecting the territorial integrity of India and 

praised the Huvinhadagali Ex-Servicemen 
for organizing a successful meeting.  Sh. M 
P Ravindran, MLA gave the assurance that 
all efforts will be made by him for solving 
problems faced by Ex-Servicemen.  Earlier, 
Col. K C George gave details of the work done 
by the KPCC Ex-Servicemen Department and 
appealed to the Ex-Servicemen to expand 
their activities in other blocks of Bellary 
district.  He also assured that more such 
meetings will be held in the State and finally 
a State level meeting will be organized by 
the KPCC Ex-Servicemen Department in 
Bengaluru.

The TNCC Ex-Servicemen held a meeting in 
west Thanjavur on June 29, 2013.  Amongst 
those who addressed the meeting were 
Sh. S. Ramalingam, Chairman, TNCC Ex-
Servicemen Department, Col. C T Arasu, 
Advisor, TNCC Ex-Servicemen Dept., Lt. Col. 
R R Jayaraman, Lt. Cdr. T. Mailvahanan, Maj. 
S Balakrishnan, Maj. C K Kasimani, Maj. K. 
Ganeshan.  The vote of thanks was given by 
Sgt. Anandavelu.

The Kerala PCC Ex-Servicemen Department 
held a State committee meeting on July 13, 
2013 in Ernakulam. The meeting was attended 
by Capt. P K R Nair, Chairman, Kerala PCC 
Ex-Servicemen Department, KMI Mather. 
The State Committee decided to hold District 
conventions and State level convention in 
Thiruvananthapuram in February 2014.

The AICC Ex-Servicemen Department 
will be organizing meetings in Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Assam 
next month. v
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prESS brIEFIngS

largEST rESCUE 
OpEraTIOn

Spokesperson:- Shri Ajay Maken: He said that 
we all know that in the recent past we had to 
face big natural calamity in Uttarakhand. As a 
result there was huge loss of life and property 
and at such a time the Congress Party, Armed 
forces, Jawans, security forces, Air Force and 
the Army and I would like to thank them 
who despite taking all risk to their own lives, 
participated in the rescue operation and 
showed exemplary courage and as far as I think 
this is the largest rescue operation in history in 
which such a large number of people, around 
1,07,670 which increased to 10,90000 were 
rescued. I think such a large operation has 
ever been carried out in the world in which 
our Army jawans, Air Force jawans and the 
people had taken part in the rescue without 
caring for their own lives, the Congress Party 
likes to thank them for their act at such a time.

I would like to give you some update as at such 
a time many have become homeless, houses 
have been destroyed, people have lost their 
jobs and earnings, the Congress Party feels 
that we all should rise above party politics 
and help such people and should take care of 
them. I want to tell you that 2379 MT of wheat 
and 2875 MT of rice has already been sent to 
the displaced persons. Around 400 roads have 
been repaired which were damaged and this 
was done by the courageous workers of the 
PWD and in few days time 1183 of the 4000 
roads have been repaired. At present 2000 
extra policemen, 800 BRD jawans of the state 
government and around 6500 jawans from the 
Army and Armed Forces are deployed their 
in rescue work. Electricity has been energized 
in 3333 of the 4200 small villages. Rescue 
camps have been set up at various places in 
the state. People have been totally evacuated 
from Kedarnath region and if weather permits, 
people will be evacuated from Badrinath by 
today evening. Around 313 doctors and 4977 
paramedical workers are deployed there by the 
state government. Shri Maken said that Rural 
Development Minister, Shri Jairam Ramesh 
had gone there and assessed the damage and 
gave his report to the Prime Minister and it was 
decided that the Building and Reestablishment 
Authority be set up immediately to rebuild 
Uttarakhand and the Authority would work 
with all its force and strength to rebuild the 
state. It was also decided that all those small 
villages that were cut off by natural calamity 
will soon be joined together by roads that 
will be built under the Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana and in the first phase around 500 
kilometer of road will be built. Around 14000 
houses will be built for which the permission 

has been granted under the Indira Aawaas 
Yojana. It has also been decided to call the 
team from World Bank ADB for a package for 
rebuilding Uttarakhand damage. Apart from 
this, General Secretary incharge, Smt. Ambika 
soni is there for the last two days and looking 
after the distribution of 125 truck – loads of 
relief material sent by the AICC with the help 
of PCC Members. Smt. Soni held meeting with 
the Uttarakhand MPs and MLAs so that the 
rescue work was done smoothly. The Congress 
Party feels that during such time of calamity 
we should rise above from party politics and 
participate in rescue work. Monday, 1st July, 
2013

UnFOrTUnaTE InCIdEnT
Spokesperson:- Smt. Renuka Chowdhary: 
She said that it was a welcome shower that 
happened last evening in Delhi which has 
brought many kinds of temperatures down 
and I would like to also mention that from 
the unfortunate incident that happened at 
Bodhgaya. I think the biggest lesson that we 
can all learn from there is what the monks 
did. That the next day they went back to their 
business of meditation and prayers and showed 
us the way that irrespective of what happens 
we continue in our commitment to the goal 
in the most amazing example of non-violence 
the monks have shown us the way. I think it is 
something that we all need to take cognizance 
of that and learn in a very humble manner way 
they have reacted to this situation and all of us 
I feel, that is the lesson that we need to learn 
from them. Wednesday, 10th July, 2013

COngrESS COndEmnS ThE 
STaTEmEnT 

Shri Ajay Maken said the Congress party 
strongly condemns the statement of Narendra 
Modi. The analogy he has used and the 
parallels he has drawn in his statement is 
condemnable. Thousands of lives were lost in 
communal riots of 2002 in Gujarat.

There is no place for these types of words in 
civilized society of India. This is just opposite 
and against the idea of India. India is not what 
he thinks. We condemn use of such language. 
At that time, the then Prime Minister Shri 
Atal Behari Vajpayee said that Narendra 
Modi failed to implement the Raj Dharma. 
And not only Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee at that 
time but even as recently as this month, Chief 
Minister Manohar Parrikar has said that 2002 
riots were the result of failed Gujarat model of 
governance. His own party leaders are saying 
so. Friday, 12th  July  2013 

 AICC DIARy Upa’S COmmITmEnT
Spokesperon:- Shri Raj Babbar: He said that 
the whole country was shocked by the tragic 
incident that happened in Bihar and the 
Congress Party expresses its condolence and 
feels sad about it and hopes that action will 
be taken against those responsible and stern 
punishment be given to them. I on behalf of 
the party express my condolence and sympathy 
for the families of those children and pray to 
God that their souls may rest in peace.

It has been the belief of the Congress – led UPA 
government that the democratic values are 
valuable in public interest and all the projects 
started in public interest by the Congress, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul Gandhi and Prime 
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh are committed 
towards these values which were promised in 
the manifesto and as per our commitment 
and party’s commitment to fulfill those 
promises are being placed before you. There 
are achievements and some said, what is the 
hurry, and you too must have got the reply, 
there was no hurriedness, the Food Security 
Bill was in our manifesto and in 2011 this was 
placed on the floor of the House. It then went 
to the Standing Committee but the working 
of Parliament was stalled on petty excuses 
but despite all this the Congress Party, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul Gandhi and Prime 
Minister kept their efforts in fulfilling their 
commitment to the poor and within few days 
when two states have agreed to implement 
this and from 20th August, 2013 this Food 
Security will be implemented in Delhi and 
Haryana so that the poor benefit out of it 
and shown their commitment to implement 
this programme at the earliest. This will also 
happen in other states, once the beneficiaries 
are spotted, despite the rule of any government 
in the state, this programme will be started. 
This is not an election issue or will benefit any 
political party but was a commitment of the 
Congress Party president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
to the poor and which has been fulfilled. The 
Congress Party is striding forward to make the 
country strong in both social and economic 
fronts. There are few who try to raise obstacles 
but the Congress Party keeps moving towards 
its goal and only yesterday the UPA took an 
important decision on FDI. But many say as 
to what has UPA gained from FDI. The RBI 
report is there. Those who speak about FDI 
should at least look at the figures. In 2004, did 
they bring FDI in their four years and in nine 
years the UPA could not bring FDI? and they 
should know about this. They have a habit of 
criticizing but they should know the reality 
as truth does not require any clarification. In 
2004, they had their government and they got 
4.3 billion dollars by investing in FDI and this 
figure increased to 36.4 billion dollars in 2012 
– 13. That is, they gained 19.4 billion dollars 
between 2001 to 2004 and we have received 272 
billion dollars in those nine years. These figures 
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speak for themselves and I just want to place 
the facts before you, there was a yearly increase 
of 30.02 which means an increase of 619 
percent and these facts reveals their falsehood. 
It is my request that the way Congress and 
UPA are moving ahead in the future and I 
want to appeal to the main opposition that in 
the coming session the Land Acquisition Bill 
will come up and these are two such Bill for 
which we are committed. Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi, the Congress and the 
government are fully committed towards the 
farmers so that they get their rights. The right 
to Food Security Bill, the right to education, 
the Right to Information and now the farmer 
gets his right, the old law was made in 1894 
by the Britishers and we wanted a change in 
this law and the Congress government did 
the same be it in the time of Indira Gandhi’s 
government or after it. The land Acquisition 
Bill has been made to give relief to farmers. If 
any debate or discussion is required, it should 
be held  in Parliament, the House should not 
be stalled. There is the UPA government which 
is moving ahead with the public – interest 
programmes while on the other side there 
are those who are doing politics on them. 
One talks of 2002 model of Gujarat and only 
yesterday got permission from Nagpur and 
want to bring 1992 model of Ayodhya and one 
of their Lieutenants has started this campaign 
from Ayodhya. These people should have a 
sense of understating as to what these model 
2002 of Gujarat and 1992 model of Ayodhya 
has given to the country and I would say in 
short that it only gave us pain and they are 
once again try to revive those painful models, 
the country does not need 1992 Ayodhya 
model or the 2002 Gujarat model. The country 
needs people – friendly and public – interest 
programmes which the UPA government, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul Gandhi and 
the Prime Minister for which they are fully 
active in their efforts to give the rights to the 
people of the country for which they are fully 
committed. Wednesday, 17th July, 2013

Upa & nOrTh EaSTErn 
rEgIOn

Spokespersons:- Shri Meem Afzal & Shri 
Paban Singh Ghatowar: Shri Meem Afzal 
introduced Shri Paban Singh Ghatowar, MOS 
(I/C) Ministry of Development of North East 
Region said he will address the media today. 
Shri Afzal further said that Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
Hon’ble Congress President has written to the 

Hon’ble Prime Minister for the development 
of North Eastern Region. Shri Paban Singh 
Ghatowar will tell you in detail about the 
development in North East Region.

Shri Paban Singh Ghatowar thanked the media 
for attending the press conference and said this 
is the first time that Minister for Development 
of North East Region is addressing the 
media and he is fortunate enough that he 
is addressing such a press conference. Shri 
Ghatowar said as my colleague Shri Meem 
Afzal has already mentioned that from the 
very beginning Hon’ble UPA Chairperson 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, Hon’ble Prime Minister had focused 
their attention for the overall development 
of the North Eastern Region. As you know 
the history of this Ministry, earlier it was a 
department coming under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of Home Affairs 
and after UPA came to power in 2004, this 
department for the development t of the North 
East Region was made a full-fledged Ministry 
in 2004 and for giving special attention and 
focus for its overall development, you know, 
the whole of the North Eastern Region were 
connected with the main land. Friday, 19th 
July 2013

FaCTS and FIgUrES
Spokesperson:- Shri Raj Babbar: He said that 
the report of the Planning Commission has 
come and we would like to place our opinion. 
After our own analysis we have found that the 
definition is being twisted and the truth is 
that the prices are actually rising. There is no 
need to hide or cover this fact. The inflation 
rate too has come down during the past few 
days but this is also a fact that the trend 
shows that ever since the UPA government 
came to power, the figures in the number 
of people below the poverty line has come 
down. This is very clear and we do not have 
to give our definition. This is very clear as a 
crystal and is before the people, the report of 
the Planning Commission was already before 
you and which come yesterday is also before 
you. Therefore, nobody will make a mistake 
in understanding it.

The Planning Commission report which had 
come from 1993 – 94 to 2004 – 05 is of eleven 

years and presents the picture of the seven 
years of UPA rule. Different explanations had 
been given in this report at different times. 
The copy of this report will be given to you. 
If we see the Planning Commission report at 
first sight we see that decline in the number 
of people below poverty line has fallen by 2.8 
percent which means that the rate of decline 
in poverty line before 2004 – 05 was 0.74 
percent that means less than one percent 
and yesterday’s report clarifies this fact that 
there has been continuous fall in people 
below poverty line. According to figures of 
2004 – 05 poor people in the country were 
37.2 percent of the total population. Before 
2004 if we compare poor in respect of the 
total population then it would come to around 
40 crores and this figure at present has come 
down to 26 crores in 2011 – 12. When we 
talk of the ‘Aam Aadmi’ we want to say that 
programmes just don’t care for them, the 
relation that we have with the aam aadmi, the 
commitment that we have given to him, the 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi had 
declared in the Congress Manifesto and we 
are continuously abiding by that promise. And 
the UPA government trying to work on those 
programmes with dedication. The basis of this 
figure is of the Planning Commission and they 
make their assessment from time to time.

Shri Raj Babbar said that our spending power 
has increased and if our power to spend 
has increased, so also our percapita income 
of a person had increased by 11 percent in 
2011 increased to 15 percent. This constant 
increase also shows the progress of the UPA 
government. The UPA government has never 
brought laxity in the relation with the aam 
aadmi, if you compare these figures you will 
know that our average utility per month has 
also increased which is before us. There has 
been continuous increased ever since the 
UPA government came to power in 2004 – 05 
which means that the ratio of increase was 
just one percent and this ratio rose to 3.40 
percent in 2011 – 12 since 2004 – 05 since 
the UPA Government came to power. This 
continuous increase is a sign of progress and 
in reducing the poor from poverty line and the 
UPA government has been successful in this 
process. Wednesday, 24th July, 2013

prESS brIEFIngS


