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The destruction caused by the natural calamity in Uttrakhand has been one of the worst human 
tragedies in recent history. Entire townships, thousands of people were washed away in a hapless 
manner within moments without any warning. The inclement weather, the nature of the terrain 

had destroyed means of communications and made it extremely difficult for rescue and relief operations. 
The entire 13 districts of Uttrakhand have been badly affected by the wrath of nature. 4200 villages were 
affected of which 59 were gravely devastated. Almost 5 lac people have been rendered homeless and with 
no means of livelihood in the area. The death toll could be anywhere near 5000 people including locals, 
tourists and pilgrims. The Armed forces carried out heroic rescue operations without fear for their own 
safety and rescued tens of thousands of stranded people. Almost 45 Indian Air Force Helicopters were 
deployed which carried out thousands of sorties and rescued almost 20,000 people. At times like this 
when human tragedy strikes such large number of people, no amount of salve can take away the pain of 
the tragedy. We wish to offer our humble gratitude to all those who played any part in helping those who 
were affected by this tragedy and brought succor in the lives of affected people. It will be years before 
normal life, if ever, will return to the region. The loss of life will leave severe voids in the lives of both 
the adults and orphaned children. Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Prime Dr. Manmohan 
Singh undertook an aerial survey. The Prime Minister announced Rupees 1000 Crore disaster relief to 
Uttrakhand, besides compensation to the dead and wounded. Smt. Sonia Gandhi greatly disturbed by 
the magnitude of the human tragedy issued directions for timely and prompt relief measures. She asked 
for speedy rehabilitation and instructed that proper preventive measures must ensue to ensure that such 
disasters can be avoided. Congress Vice President Sh. Rahul Gandhi visited some of the affected areas. 
He shared the sorrow of the affected people and offered his support for the relief and rehabilitation work 
to be carried out.

It can only be the product of a sick mind which launches an attack at one of the biggest symbols of peace 
and tranquility the Maha Bodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya. It is the place where Buddha attained enlightenment. 
If destroyed nothing can help in the resurrection of this important place in history of human kind. We 
have oft repeated and do so with the fear of being repetitive that no problems in World have ever been 
solved by violence.  The senseless acts of terrorism carried out by people indoctrinated in a wrong path by 
criminals and religious bigots only leave in their wake a path of death and destruction and unhappiness 
in the lives of innocent and unsuspecting victims. Congress President, Smt Sonia Gandhi visited the 
blast site accompanied by the Union Home Minister. She condemned the attack. Terming the incident 
as cowardly. She said that attack on the sanctum sanctorum of peace was unfortunate to say the least. 
We hope that wiser sense will prevail and such incidents will not recur in future. 

The UPA Government as per its commitment in the Congress manifesto came out with a National 
Food Security Ordinance to fulfill its promise of food for all. The UPA Government was pushed into a 
situation where the only way ahead was the issue of ordinance since the opposition in parliament was 
not allowing a discussion on the bill at the appropriate forum, on the floor of the house. The Ordinance 
seeks “to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approach, by ensuring access 
to adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity  ...” It has 
been a long standing commitment of the Congress and Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has been 
one of the strongest votaries of the scheme. It is with her initiative that the Government worked out a 
scheme which has been launched now and will ensure food for all in just a few months from now. It is a 
path breaking step which will display the concern that the Congress under the leadership of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has for the Aam aadmi. The Congress President has set upon achieving this objective with full 
vigor. She held a meeting of the Congress Chief Ministers and PCC Chiefs to learn about their view and 
give them instructions so that there is no delay in the launch of the programme.

We hope that in the monsoon session of Parliament starting on 5th August, this ordinance would be 
debated and passed . v
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Once again the disinformation machinery of the BJP is active in misguiding 

the people with false facts and figures. The leadership through their Chairman 

of the Campaign Committee has adopted a hit and run policy of mouthing 

utterly falsified statements and profanity which leave the people of the country 

foxed as to why such things have been said.

The statement made by Shri Narendra Modi where he compared the loss of 

thousands of lives to the accidental death of a puppy only reflects his mind set. 

The killing of so many thousands of people of one community is not such a 

trivial incident as the accidental killing of a puppy. Even then one would pull 

up the driver while sitting in the back seat. Not just let it pass away without 

reprimand. He says he is human and would feel sorry only if he has done 

something wrong. It may be appropriate to remind him that it was his own 

leader, the then Prime Minister who said he had not followed Raj Dharma and 

was therefore guilty of dereliction of responsibility. The strength of Hinduism 

has been its ever secular character where it has allowed everyone to worship in 

the manner of their choice. Shri Modi feels proud to say that he would rather 

be the leader of one community and feels that it is only the right thing to do. 

Is he not realsiing that his thought process is detrimental to the health of the 

polity of this great nation where all have coexisted from time immemorial?  

As the leaders of the Congress reminded him, it is better to wear a Burqa of 

secularism than to be nakedly communal.
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Whenever I come to Rajasthan and 
meet you people, the respect and 
honour increases more in my 

mind for the labourous and honest people 
here. This is the result of all your labour and the 
leadership of chief minister Shri Ashok Gehlot 
and the policies of the Congress government 
here that today this state is making rapid 
progress.

In this journey of progress in Rajasthan our 
Congress government is taking a major step 
today. The foundation which is being laid 
today for the project to make clean drinking 
water available in rural areas, and when it is 
completed, then around nine hundred villages 
and six cities in Nagaur district will derive its 
benefit. The water from Indira Gandhi Canal 
will reach in every house. This water will be 
free of fluoride because of which people will 
be relieved from various diseases caused due 
to it. There had been always a problem of 
water in Nagaur district, but I hope that with 
the completion of this project your problems 
would be solved to quite an extent.

The whole of Rajasthan normally receives less 
rain and my brothers and sisters have to bear 
lot of problems. Alongwith this there is also a 
problem of salty water. When there is shortage 

of water, then most of the problems are faced 
by my sisters, who have to tread miles in search 
of water. Half of their life passes in making 
arrangements for water. I am also aware that 
once upon a time, people never gave their 
daughters in marriage in those village where 
there was shortage of water. But today this 
situation has changed to a large extent. You also 
have to face famine many a time. Famine is a 
challenge for all of us but I am satisfied with the 
fact that with the brave people of Rajasthan, the 
Congress government has successfully faced 
this challenge every time.

B u t  t h e  b i g g e s t 
problem is that, most 
of the drinking water 
projects are dependent 
o n  u n d e r g r o u n d 
water. Water is needed 
in fields, industries 
need water, animals 
need water, everyone 
needs water. Because 
of this the level of 
g r o u n d  w a t e r  i s 
falling down rapidly. 
The quality of water 
is also getting spoiled. 

Our government is taking all possible steps 
to control this problem. Work has started in 
all those projects – which will help in getting 
drinking water from rivers, canals and dams. 
In the whole state more than hundred cities, 
and more than 18,000 villages would get water 
from these projects and people will not have 
to depend on ground water.

Earlier too, when there was a Congress 
government in Rajasthan, many projects were 
started to fight against shortage of water, but 
another government came in between and 

OuR pROgRAmmEs AnD pROjECTs 
hAvE EmpOwERED ThE wEAkER 

sECTIOns Of ThE sOCIETy, DALITs, 
ADIvAsIs, bACkwARD CLAssEs, 

mInORITIEs AnD wOmEn: sOnIA gAnDhI

Speech of the UPA Chairperson at the foundation stone laying ceremony of the  
Rajasthan Rural Drinking Water Project at Nagaur in Rajasthan on 20th June, 2013
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OuR upA gOvERnmEnT hAs 
kEpT EnERgy 
sECTOR On TOp 
pRIORITy

First of all I want to congratulate you 
all for this project which will bring a 
new phase of development in future 

in your area and all of Rajasthan. There 
will be no shortage of power when the 
Super Critical Power Project is completed. 
I am happy that the Congress – led state 
government,  under the leadership of Chief 
Minister, Shri Ashok Gehlot has worked 
speedily and taken steps in the past years 
in power production. The result of which 
is that more than 12,000 mw of electricity 
is being produced in Rajasthan.

Our UPA government has kept energy 
sector on top priority. In the 12th Five 
– Year Plan thousands of crores is being 
spent on electricity generation. Our UPA 
government has given permission for 
building power houses, run on coal and gas, 
to produce about seven thousand mega-
watt in Rajasthan. Apart from this work is 
also progressive on a fast pace in harnessing 
air energy and solar energy.

It should be our first target that electricity 
reaches every village without any hindrance. 
We shall reach our goal of eliminating 
the shortage of electricity and bringing 
electricity in far off places by encouraging 
the private sector and we are thinking on 
this policy. It is top most priority of the 
state government to give electricity to the 
rural areas. I am happy that this is being 
followed strictly and our farming brothers 
don’t have to face much problems. The state 
government is providing one crore CFL 
bulbs free of cost to the domestic users of 
electricity in rural areas and BPL families 

in urban 
areas  s o  that 
they do not feel 
the burden of 
electricity bill.

I  have been 
told that most 
of the projects 
started under 
t h e  R a j i v 
Gandhi Rural 
Electrification Project have been completed 
and till date one lakh rural families have 
been provided electricity connections while 
new connections have been given to lakhs 
of farmers. The government has also taken 
up job to provide electricity to hamlets 
which have less than hundred people. For 
this I congratulate the chief minister, his 
associates, officials and workers. When the 
Congress government was again formed 
here, we had taken a historic decision that 
the cost of electricity will not increase 
for five years. It is a matter of pride that 
we fulfilled this promise.  Attention has 
been paid properly in the matter of giving 
pension to the elders. Good results are also 
seen in the UPA Government’s schemes 
of women’s security and the welfare of 
girl child. We are all aware that our poor 
brothers and sisters cannot get proper 
treatment due to paucity of funds, the 
state government has taken an important 
step for the people, a scheme has been 
started to give free diagnoses by the doctor 
and free medicines. It is also a matter of 
satisfaction that a programme has been 

ignored these projects. When Congress again 
got your support, you must be experiencing 
the difference yourselves in achievements 
then and now.

The achievements of the UPA government 
under the leadership of Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh are many and they 
are all related with the social and economic 
problems of our country.  The basic 
infrastructure throughout the country has 
been strengthened, projects and programmes 
have been made and lot of money has been 
given to the states without any discrimination 
to start them.

Our programmes and projects have 
empowered the weaker sections of the 
society, dalits, Adivasis, backward classes, 
minorities and women. The minimum 
support price for the farm produce has been 
raised, by which the labour of our farming 
brothers in the country have achieved a 
record production. We are fully committed to 
bring a bright future for the new generation, 
progress for all class of people of the society, 
and to bring revolutionary change in their 
lives. Employment to the rural poor through 
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA, right to free 
education for children upto the age of 
14 years, mid – day meals to children in 
government schools, to make women self – 
dependent their self help groups are given 
loans at less interest, road, water, electricity in 
every village through the Rajiv Gandhi Rural 
Electrification and proper treatment for their 
health are examples of few of the projects and 
people are benefitting out of it. Apart from 
this we are bringing the Food Security Bill 
so no poor remains hungry. That people get 
proper compensation for their land, a new 
Land Acquisition Bill has been presented in 
the Parliament.

The project for which the foundation has been 
laid today, I would like to congratulate chief 
minister, Shri Ashok Gehlot, his associates 
and related officials and workers and also 
want to say that you take a pledge to complete 
this project in the given stipulated time. 
Though, all the works of development are 
important, but there are some projects, which 
when completed give us lot of blessings. And 
this project of making available the drinking 
water, is one of them.

With these words, I want to thank you 
all and hope that a day would soon come 
when Rajasthan will be relieved of the water 
problem. Jai Hind! v

Speech of the UPA Chairperson at the public 
meeting during the foundation stone laying 
ceremony of 1500 MW thermal power plant at 
Suratgarh, Rajasthan on 20th June, 2013
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a RePoRt

started to provide medical attention and 
medicines to the animals. All these works 
are an example in itself.

It has always been the commitment of 
the Congress that prosperity comes to 
the lives of poor, weaker section, dalits, 
backward classes, minorities, women and 
farming brothers. The UPA government 
under the leadership of Prime Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh has taken many historic 
steps in this direction. People are getting 
employment through the Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGA. Children upto the age of 14 years 
have the right to free education. So that 
our dear sisters become self – dependent 
and empowered, apart from many schemes 
their self help groups will get loans at seven 
percent interest and those groups which 
return the loans in time will get additional 
three percent rebate, it means that they get 
loan at only four percent. That nobody sleeps 
empty stomach, for this we want to bring 
food security law. Had our opponents not 
created hindrance, we would have brought 
this Act long back. But it is a matter of regret 
that it has become their habit to oppose all 
people welfare works of the Congress.

I want to tell you that some political parties 
in the country are planning to destabilize the 
country. When instability rises in politics, 
the first affect is seen on development works. 
Progress stops, then the problems of the 
poor increases. But such forces who do not 
care about progress and just have the chair 
of power in their sight, they want to attain 
power at any cost. We have to stay cautious 
from these forces.

I just want to say to you all that Rajasthan 
has shown a way, not today but always, to 
live with self – pride. With the help of this 
tradition we have to together walk this 
path of progress. We have to move ahead 
with all our self – confidence, honesty and 
determination and have to reply to those 
forces, which are abstracting the work of 
progress and development.

In the end I once again want to congratulate 
you all alongwith Chief Minister, Shri Ashok 
Gehlot, his associates and all those officials 
and workers connected with this project and 
give my good wishes once again.

With these words I thank you all for coming 
from far off places. Jai Hind! v

The UPA chairperson and Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 
praised the Rajasthan Government 

and Chief Minister Shri  Ashok Gehlot for 
ensuring progress and development at a fast 
speed. She said that providing drinking water 
supply in rural areas should be seen as a major 
achievement of the state government, and 
added that she was happy to know that Nagaur 
District would starting getting potable water 
with the completion of the project.

Congress President laid the foundation stone 
for a Rs 2,938-crore drinking water supply 
project at Jayal in Nagaur district of Rajasthan 
on 20th June, 2013. This drinking water project 
would benefit more than 23 lakh people from 
nine towns and about 900 villages of Nagaur 
district. The project, being supported by the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA), will be completed in four years.

Referring to the acute water shortage in the 
state, the Congress President said “I am aware 
that scarcity of water affects my sisters more 
than anyone else and they are forced to travel 
miles to fetch water.  They spend half of their 
life time doing this. I also know that there was 
a time when people were reluctant to marry 
from those regions in this state where there 
is scarcity of drinking water. But today, the 
situation has changed positively and there will 
be more improvements in the future”.

AICC General Secretaries Shri Gurudas 
Kamat, Dr. C.P.Joshi, Nagaur MP, Dr. Jyoti 
Mirdha Rajsamand MP, Shri Gopal Singh 
Idwa, Rajasthan’s Minister of State for Women 
and Child Development, Smt. Manju Meghwal, 
Former Ministers,  Dr.  Chandrabhan, 
Choudhary and Shri Virendra Singh, were 
present on the occasion.

smT. sOnIA gAnDhI LAunChEs 
DRInkIng wATER suppLy pROjECT 
AT nAgAuR (RAjAsThAn)

Congress President, smt. sonia 
Gandhi in Rajasthan lays foundation 
stone for power projects in suratgarh

In a another programme Congress President 
and UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
laid the foundation stone of two units of 660 
MW each at the super thermal power plant 
at Suratgarh in Rajasthan on 20th June, 2013.  
While addressing the gathering Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi slammed the opposition for blocking 
the welfare measures by the Congress-led 
Government at the Centre and assured that 
Congress is determined to carry on with its 
pro-poor measures.

She also praised the Rajasthan Government in 
the state for its various development measures 
aimed at the benefiting the common man. “I 
am very happy for the fact that the Congress 
government in the state under the leadership 
of Shri Ashok Gehlot has done remarkably well 
to improve the power situation in the state. As 
a result Rajasthan today produces more than 
12000 MW electricity” she said.

“Rajasthan has always shown the entire 
country the way to live with pride and self 
respect. We must continue this tradition and 
must work together for further progress. We 
will surge ahead by continuing our sincere, 
committed and hard work and will together 
defeat the anti-development forces who try 
to create hurdles in the path of progress” said 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi concluding her address.

The seventh and eighth units of super critical 
thermal power station at Suratgarh will be 
ready by 2016-17. They have been built at a cost 
of Rs 7920 crore. The two units coming up at 
Suratgarh would generate 1320 MW.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi was accompanied by 
Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot and Energy 
Minister Shri Jitendra Singh. v



Congress sandesh | 7 | JULY 2013

I am very pleased to be here among you 
on the historic occasion of laying the 
foundation stone of yet another mega 

hydro-electric power project being built on 
the mighty Chenab.

This is a landmark development which is 
going to transform this region with a massive 
boost to employment and economic activity.

However, even as we welcome this, we cannot 
but remember the untold destruction suffering 
caused by the natural calamity that recently 
struck Bhaderwah, Doda and Kishtwar. Nor 
can we forget the colossal damage and loss 
of life in Uttarakhand and parts of Himachal 
Pradesh caused by the floods and heavy 
rainfall. Nor can we forget those soldiers who 
sacrificed their lives yesterday in Srinagar. I 
personally want to convey my condolences 
to those families who lost their dear ones in 
this calamities. I salute all those jawans of the 
Army and other security forces, who despite 
the awkward situation, are doing relief work 
with courage and bravery, and all those people 
of our country who have extended their hand 
of help, I would like to show my gratitude.

The Central and State Governments are 
making a combined effort to mitigate the 
sufferings caused by these calamities. I would 
like to express my personal sympathy to all 
those who have suffered, and the families of 

Speech of the UPA Chairperson during the foundation stone laying ceremony of the Hydro Electric Project at 
Kishtwar in Jammu & Kashmir on 25th June, 2013

those who have lost their loved ones.

Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad who visited this area 
in the aftermath of last month’s earthquake has 
kept me abreast of events and what has been 
done for relief and rehabilitation.

As you know, Doda district was one of the 
largest Districts of the country and people of 
this hilly area had to travel long distances to 
approach the offices at District Headquarter 
for accessing the services provided by the 
Government. This was to be a burden on 
the poor.

The Congress-led government in J&K in 2007 
took the historic decision of establishing 8 new 
districts fulfilling a decades long demand of 
this region.

In 2008, the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh ji and I dedicated the 450 mega-watt 
Baghliar hydel-power project Phase – I to 
the nation. When the project being launched 
today is completed, another 850 megawatts of 
power will flow into the grid.

I would like to share with you that Smt. 
Indira Gandhi was extremely fond of this 
beautiful part of the state which she visited 
several times. She was keen to see this region 
grow and visualized and laid the foundation 
stone for the Dul Hasti Hydro Project in 
Kishtwar because it would strongly boost 

developmental activities in this region. 

Like his mother, Rajivji, also had a special 
concern for backward and hilly areas of the 
country. He believed that infrastructure is 
an important contributor to development 
and progress, and would strengthen national 
integration. 

I am happy that the UPA Government has 
made strenuous efforts to connect the rural 
areas of the country in general and Jammu 
& Kashmir in particular, where a number of 
strategic roads have recently been built. 

One such is the Mughal Road from the 
Kashmir Valley to Rajouri. Another project 
of importance is the widening of the national 
highway from Pathankot to Srinagar. 

The Bhaderwah-Chamba road is at an 
advanced stage and when it is opened will 
provide yet another link with Himachal 
Pradesh.

Apart from other benefits, this improved road 
infrastructure will have a multiplier effect on 
economic activity, particularly tourism. This 
is especially significant in this part of the state 
which was so adversely affected by militancy.

I am glad that the people of J&K have shown 
their determination to bring back peace and 
progress in the State. 

pEOpLE Of j&k hAvE shOwn ThEIR DETERmInATIOn TO bRIng 
bACk pEACE AnD pROgREss In ThE sTATE: sOnIA gAnDhI
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It is a matter of pride that in recent years 
young men and women from this state have 
been successful in significant numbers for 
the IAS and IPS.

This has established beyond doubt that 
youth of J&K are second to none and given 
the opportunity they have the capability and 
determination to excel. I congratulate them 
and want to reiterate that our government is 
fully com mitted to enabling them to build a 
better future for themselves and their families.

A special thrust is being laid on skill 
development and vocational training in 
collaboration with leading corporate houses 
of the country.

Innovative programmes such as ‘Himayat’ 
and ‘Udaan’ have been launched by the UPA 
Government to support the youth of the State 
in pursuing meaningful careers and finding 
suitable jobs.

As you may know, only a few days ago, 
another comprehensive programme called 
‘UMEED’, to empower the women of the 
State, was launched by the Chief Minister and 
Rahul Gandhi from Budgam District. 

I congratulate the people of Jammu & 
Kashmir for braving all odds and coming 
out in such large numbers in the panchayat 
elections.  We place the highest priority on 
strengthening local bodies at all levels.  I 
believe they must be given all powers and 
adequate financial resources.

In conclusion, the Rattle project will bring 
many benefits to all of you, to this region 
and to the entire state of J&K.  We are sure 
that adequate compensation will be paid to 
land owners, that local youth will be trained 
and employed, that community centers and 
essential infrastructure facilities will be 
provided as part of the project.  Such hydel 
projects are necessary because electricity is 
a basic necessity.  But I have always been 
of the view that we must also protect the 
environment and biodiversity and we must 
also see to it that the local people benefit from 
such projects in their daily lives.

With these words I would like to congratulate 
all the officers, Engineers, technicians and 
workers of the department connected with 
this project. Thank You, Jai Hind! v

Before everything I want to pay my 
tribute to the brave soldiers who two 
days ago sacrificed their lives for their 

country.

I am happy that I have got this opportunity to 
be with you on this historic occasion.  

A railway line through the mighty Pir Panjal 
range was an impossible dream just a few 
years ago. The Pir Panjal appeared to be an 
insurmountable barrier. Today that dream 
has become a reality. Kashmir is connected 
by train to the Jammu region. I congratulate 
the Indian Railways, its officers, engineers, 
technicians, staff and all the workmen who 
have worked so tirelessly to achieve the 
monumental task that the country assigned 
to them. They confronted so many formidable 
geographical and engineering challenges. 
Their outstanding accomplishment has made 
all of us proud.

This inauguration is not just another ordinary 
function. What we are launching today is a 
new era in J&K, an era that is going to lead to 
increased economic activity, investment and 
trade, an era that will give a huge boost to 

“ThE upA gOvERnmEnT bELIEvEs In InCLusIvE 
gROwTh AnD sTRIvEs TO DO ITs uTmOsT TO sEE 
ThAT In DIsADvAnTAgED AnD fAR Off AREAs, 
hIsTORICALLy DEpRIvED sECTIOns, wEAkER 
AnD mARgInALIzED gROups ARE gIvEn EquAL 
OppORTunITIEs TO mOvE AhEAD On ThE pATh Of 
pROgREss AnD pROspERITy”: sOnIA gAnDhI

Speech of the UPA Chairperson during the foundation stone laying on the inauguration 
of the Banihal – Qazigund Railway Tunnel in Jammu & Kashmir on 26th June, 2013

tourism, horticulture and handicrafts and an 
era that will generate lakhs of new jobs for the 
youth of this region.  All-weather connectivity 
throughout the year will now be available to 
the people of the Valley. Their hardships and 
inconveniences during the winter months will 
be a thing of the past.

The UPA government believes in inclusive 
growth and strives to do its utmost to see that 
in disadvantaged and far off areas, historically 
deprived sections, weaker and marginalized 
groups are given equal opportunities to move 
ahead on the path of progress and prosperity. 
This has been the essence of Congress Party’s 
agenda of nation building since the times of 
Panditji, the architect of modern India. His 
priceless legacy has been carried forward by 
both Smt. Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhiji 
with devotion and sincerity.  

And I am happy to state that these guiding 
principles have been the driving force behind 
the policies and programmes of the UPA 
government under the Prime Ministership 
of Dr. Manmohan Singh.

In the last couple of years, our UPA government 
has made unprecedented investments in J&K 
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j&K Visit

a RePoRtin building new highways, roads, bridges, 
tunnels and, of course railway lines. Projects 
to enhance connectivity to remote and 
distance parts of the state have been launched. 
The two examples that come readily to my 
mind are the Mughal road which connects 
Kashmir Valley with the Rajouri-Poonch 
area and the tunnels and highways that will 
connect Kashmir with Ladakh. At the same 
time, we are paying special attention to ensure 
that rural roads are also completed so that 
all habitations have easy access, irrespective 
of weather conditions. I am confident that 
our UPA government will provide adequate 
resources to complete all rural road projects 
in the state quickly.

During the last many years, with our coalition 
government of National Conference and 
Congress in Jammu & Kashmir led by Chief 
Minister Shri Omar Abdullah, the state has 
witnessed a visible transformation. The turn-
out in the panchayat elections was a very 
powerful signal that people in the state are fed 
up with violence and want an early return to 
peace and normalcy. The youth of J&K aspire 
for a bright future through better education 
and gainful employment. The women of 
J&K aspire to more empowerment. That is 
why schemes like Himayat and Ummeed 
and other initiatives to strengthen the Halqa 
panchayats have been launched. I believe that 
regular elections to local bodies at all levels 
must be held on time and they must be given 
all powers and adequate financial resources. 

There is a new sense of optimism and hope in 
Jammu & Kashmir that we must all recognize 
and build upon without delay. However, I am 
well aware that every now and then events 
take place that are painful and agonizing. 
All I can say is that we are always sensitive to 
the needs and concerns of the people in J&K 
and we believe that our democratic system is 
flexible enough to accommodate all differing 
viewpoints through debate, discussion and 
negotiation.

I do get the sense that there is a desire to move 
on, look ahead and to chart a new future, a 
future anchored in our values of secularism, 
democracy and inclusive economic growth. 
We will not fail the people of J&K and we 
will work with them to realize their vision 
for a brighter future. I once again applaud 
and compliment the Indian Railways and 
congratulate the people of Jammu & Kashmir 
on this special occasion. Jai Hind! v

Th e  P r i m e 
Mi n is te r  D r. 
M a n m o h a n 

Singh on 25th June, 
2013  described the 
killing of eight soldiers 
in a militant attack in 
Jammu and Kashmir as 
the ‘most reprehensible 
and cowardly act’ but 
asserted that the Centre 
had no hesitation in 
talking to “those who 
shun violence.”

He also said that “Most unfortunate. And, 
this should not, I think, lead us for our 
opponents to conclude that we will succumb 
to the terrorists’ efforts to destabilise Jammu 
and Kashmir, to destabilise our economy 
and country.”

The Congress President and UPA Chairperson, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi while speaking at a 
function in Kashmir paid tributes to soldiers 
killed in a militant attack in Srinagar. She also 
said that the rural development has been a 
priority for Congress-led UPA Government 
at the Centre. She began the two-day visit 
to Jammu and Kashmir along with Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh on 25th June, 
2013 to launch various development projects 
in the state. On 25th  morning, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi along with the Prime Minister laid 
the foundation stone of the 850-MW Rattle 
hydro power project in Kishtwar district of 
Jammu region.  

While addressing the function, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said, “My heart goes out to 
the soldiers who laid down their lives in 
Srinagar on Monday and I express my sincere 
condolences to their families. I also salute 
our brave soldiers who have been putting all 
their sincere efforts in the rescue and relief 
operations at the flood-ravaged Uttarakhand”.

“UPA government at the centre gave priority 
for rural development across the country, 
especially to improve connectivity” said 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi. Congress President also 
praised former J-K Chief Minister, for the 
development works undertaken under him 

pRImE mInIsTER AnD smT. sOnIA gAnDhI In j&k pAy 
TRIbuTEs TO ThE sOLDIERs kILLED In sRInAgAR

in the state. 

The Prime Minister accompanied by UPA 
Chairperson, Smt.  Sonia Gandhi and 
Union Health Minister Shri Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, Dr. Singh released a postal stamp 
on Kashmir’s romantic and revolutionary 
poet Peerzada Ghulam Ahmad Mehjoor. 
Smt. Gandhi referred to a film made on 
Mehjoor 40 years ago in Kashmiri, Hindi and 
Bengali. She said Mehjoor was an inspiration 
for many Kashmiri poets who cherished 
pluralism, communal harmony and universal 
brotherhood as the basic values of Kashmir’s 
culture and ethos.

Dr.  Singh termed Mehjoor  a  great 
revolutionary poet, who had popularised 
his vision and philosophy of communal 
harmony, justice and liberty through his 
poetry for decades. The Prime Minister 
said the founders and makers of Kashmir’s 
composite culture and plural society 
like Lallaishwari (Lal Ded) and Sheikhul 
Alam Sheikh Nooruddin Noorani had left 
indelible marks of communal harmony on 
all generations of the local population. He 
said that this very legacy of Kashmiriyat kept 
the Valley away from the communal frenzy 
in 1947. v



Congress sandesh | 10 | JULY 2013

a RePoRt

Jammu: The UPA chairperson Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh on 26th June, 2013 

flagged off the first train connecting Banihal 
in Jammu region with Qazigund in Kashmir 
Valley.

The Banihal-Qazigund railway section, 
providing all-weather surface link to Kashmir 
valley, They jointly flagged off the first train 
on the 18-km-long section between Banihal 
in Jammu and Qazigund in Kashmir, marking 
the start of the service.

The eight-coach train carrying school 
children and officials of IRCON and Railways 
reached Qazigund in 25 minutes. 

The Prime Minister and Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
boarded the train before its departure and 
interacted with the school children. They 
returned to Banihal from the new tunnel. 
The Udhampur-Banihal section is expected to 
be completed by 2017 connecting the Valley 
to the rest of the country round-the-year 
without any hindrance.

Speaking on the occasion Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that the Congress-led 
UPA Government at the centre believes in 
inclusive growth. “UPA Government at the 
centre believes in inclusive growth. We also 
take measures for welfare and upliftment of 
the people at far-flung areas who are deprived 

upA bELIEvEs In InCLusIvE gROwTh,  
sAys sOnIA gAnDhI In kAshmIR

off basic facilities. This was the vision for 
‘Bharat Nirman’ of late Prime Minister 
Jawahar Lal Nehru, who had drafted a road-
map for the modern India. Indira Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi followed his foot- steps. 
The UPA Government at the centre under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh who also has been following this vision 
of development” said the Congress President.

The UPA Chairperson also praised the Chief 
Minister Shri Omar Abdullah led government 
in the state. “The National Conference (NC)-
Congress coalition government in the state 
has initiated several development processes 
to transform the state. The people also are 
appreciating these efforts. The turn-out in 
the recently held Panchayat elections in the 
state undoubtedly prove that the people of 
this state are fed up with the violence and they 
want to live in peace and harmony”, said Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi.

“The people of Kashmir have the potential 
and talent to surge ahead and to build a 
bright future. We need to continue our efforts 
for development, based on secularism and 
inclusiveness.  We will stand by the people 
of Kashmir and will together work to ensure 
their good future”, assured Congress President.

Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, Shri N.N. 
Vohra, Railway Minister Mallikarjun Kharge, 

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah along with Union Minister  Ghulam 
Nabi Azad were also present on the historic 
occasion.

about Banihal-Qazigund rail section 

The tunnel is the biggest in India and Asia’s 
second longest after China’s Wushaoling. The 
tunnel link will also provide an alternative 
link to the existing Jawahar Tunnel and will 
eventually make the Valley accessible by train 
through the Jammu-Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla railway route. An eight-coach train 
will start regular operations from Banihal 
to Baramulla from June 27. The tunnel has 
been constructed at an estimated cost of Rs. 
1,300 crore and taken almost seven years 
to complete. It has been constructed using 
New Austrian Tunnelling Method, which 
has been used for the first time on such a 
large scale in India. This method optimizes 
the tunnel design by mobilizing the inherent 
ground strength in adopting a curved 
section, providing primary support system 
immediately after excavation and monitoring 
the ground behaviour while permitting it to 
develop its inherent strength. This rail section 
is very significant as it will provide an all-
weather link to Kashmir valley which often 
gets cut off from the rest of the country due to 
snowfall during winters.  A three-metre wide 
road has been provided inside the tunnel for 
maintenance and emergency rescue and relief 
operations. v
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ViCe PResident’s inteRaCtion

amethi: The Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi on 29th June, 2013 reached Amethi, 
his parliament constituency, and attended the funeral of IAF officer Akhilesh Kumar Singh 
who died on 25th June’s  chopper crash in Uttarakhand.   He also met the family members 
of Akhilesh Kumar Singh.

Shri Rahul Gandhi arrived at Fursatganj airport in the afternoon and went directly to Pure 
Nago village under Deeh area to meet the family of the junior warrant officer. Shri Rahul 
Gandhi met Akhilesh’s father Vikramjit Singh and wife Anju Singh and assured all possible 
help to the bereaved family.

When pointed out that the deceased officer was keen on providing quality education to his 
young kids, Rahul Gandhi said he would do everything to ensure it. Rahul Gandhi also told 
the family to talk to him directly in case of any problem. He also attended the cremation 
in the village later.

The body of the martyr was brought to his native village on 29th June forenoon. An Indian 
Air Force helicopter crashed on June 25 during a rescue mission in Uttarakhand. All 20 
people, including its five crew members, were killed in the mishap. Two of the IAF personnel 
belonged to Uttar Pradesh. v

new delhi : After taking over as the 
Congress Vice President, Rahul Gandhi 
has been putting his efforts to strengthen 
the party. He has been visiting all the 
states, interacting with the Congress 
leaders and listening to their opinions 
and suggestions. Further, he has always 

believed that the political system can be 
cleansed only if more and more young people join politics. He has 
been gradually implementing this in the Congress party by inducting 
more young leaders at organisational leadership making a blend of 
youth and experience. And, now Rahul Gandhi has started his next 
initiative, a move with progressive vision, to ensure adequate women 
participation in the party.

RAhuL gAnDhI ATTEnDs funERAL Of IAf OffICER 
kILLED In uTTARAkhAnD ChOppER CRAsh 

Those – particularly the general secretaries and secretaries — who 
had been given specific responsibilities, Shri Rahul Gandhi once 
again said, will be held accountable. The average age of the new 
office-bearers has fallen, with the average age now 52. 

Shri Rahul  Gandhi, has always laid emphasis on strengthening 
the party organization. Once again invoking Mahatma Gandhi, he 
spoke of the need to connect the party to the masses. Party leaders 
were told to direct their energies on making the party a cohesive 
fighting machine again.   The Congress Party is surging ahead 
and his new policies have boosted the confidence of party cadres 
and supporters All in the Congress party will perform well and 
Congress-led UPA will retain power at the Centre for consecutive 
third term. v

pROgREssIvE vIsIOn Of shRI RAhuL gAnDhI

new delhi: Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi has done it 
again. He had surprised many on earlier occasions with his unscheduled, 
sudden visit to poor villages, spending nights at their huts and sharing 
their meals. On last 27th June, 2013 the Congress leader paid a surprise 
visit to a workshop of women sanitary staff.

The Congress leader assured the workers that the Congress-led UPA 
government at the Centre was committed to abolishing the “inhuman” 
practice of manual scavenging. The women present were very happy to 
talk to him and it was all very pleasant,” an official present there said.

The woman sanitary staff welcomed Rahul Gandhi’s assurance for 

abolishing manual scavenging and taking 
up their other concerns, which he said had 
brought him there to listen to them.”We 
are very sensitive to your problems 
and needs and will do our utmost 
to help you,” Rahul Gandhi said. 
When quizzed about the presence 
of manual scavenging in different 
parts of the country, he said such 
practice could not be allowed in 
21st century. v

A suRpRIsE vIsIT by RAhuL gAnDhI AT A wORkshOp  
Of wOmEn sAnITARy wORkERs

Meeting with aICC office Bearers on 29th June 2013
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The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh addressed the 92nd Annual 
General Meeting of ASSOCHAM in 

New Delhi today. Following is the text of the 
Prime Minister’s address on the occasion: 

“I am delighted to be with you today to 
inaugurate the ASSOCHAM’s AGM, 2013. 
ASSOCHAM has, over the years, provided 
valuable inputs from time to time for shaping 
our policies for economic and industrial 
growth. I would like to compliment Shri 
Rajkumar Dhoot and all his colleagues for 
their work and I am happy to share my 
thoughts with you today.

Let me begin by stating upfront that we, like 
most other countries, are going through 
a difficult period. I know that business is 
deeply concerned about the slowdown in our 
economy. It is looking to the government to 
bring the economy back to a higher growth 
path. This, I believe, is a legitimate expectation 
and is also upper most in our mind.

When things are going well, government 
should interfere as little as possible. When 
things are going bad, as they seem to be 
at present, it is the responsibility of the 
Government to become more pro-active. 

The most immediate cause of worry is the 
recent volatility in foreign exchange markets. 
Much of this was due to global markets 
reacting to the likelihood of a withdrawal 
of Quantitative Easing III by the US Federal 
Reserve Bank. Large volumes of funds were 
withdrawn from emerging markets and there 
was a depreciation in many emerging market 
countries including Turkey, Brazil and South 
Africa. 

We too experienced a significant depreciation 
in the exchange value of the rupee. In our 

PM’s addRess

Prime Minister’s address at ASSOCHAM Annual General Meeting on 19th July, 2013 at New Delhi

case, it was perhaps exacerbated by the fact 
that our current account deficit in the balance 
of payment had increased to 4.7 percent of 
GDP in 2012-13. 

I can assure you, we are committed to 
bringing the current account deficit under 
control by addressing both the demand side 
and the supply side of the problem. On the 
demand side, we need to reduce the demand 
for gold and the demand for petroleum 
products – the two biggest components of 
our trade deficit. 

We have taken measures to control the 
demand for gold and I am happy to say they 
have had some effect. Gold imports declined 
sharply in June, and I hope they will stay at 
normal levels from now on. 

On petroleum products, we began a process 
of correcting the prices of petroleum products 
last year. The gradual correction that was 
taking place in diesel prices had reduced 
the gap in under-recoveries from almost 
Rs 13 per litre to less than Rs 2 per litre. 
Unfortunately, some of this has been undone 
by the depreciation of the Rupee. However, 
our policy of adjusting prices to progressively 
eliminate under-recoveries remains in place. 

On the supply side, we need to push our 
exports. The depreciation in the rupee will 
help. Of course, there is a time lag before this 
benefit will be felt in terms of export volumes, 
but orders being booked from now on would 
certainly benefit. We are also trying to remove 
the constraints in the export of iron and other 
ores which saw a considerable decline during 
the last one year. 

The Reserve Bank has done its bit to stabilise 
market expectations. Initially it injected 
dollars into the market. This helped to some 

extent. More recently, it took additional steps 
to raise short term interest rates. These steps 
are not meant to signal an increase in the 
long term interest rates. They are designed to 
contain speculative pressure on the currency. 
Once these short term pressures have been 
contained, as I expect they will be, the 
Reserve Bank can even consider reversing 
these pressures.

Looking ahead, the rupee depreciation will 
help Indian industry to compete effectively 
with other countries, both in export markets 
and against their imports in our markets. 

I hope industry is thinking seriously of how 
to become more competitive. It is because we 
are confident that it can that we have entered 
into Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement with the ASEAN countries as 
well as the Republic of Korea. We are hoping 
to conclude a similar agreement with the 
European Union soon. 

Ideally we should bring the current account 
deficit down to 2.5 percent of our GDP. It is 
clearly not possible to do this in one year, 
but I expect that the current account deficit 
in 2013-14 will be much lower than the 4.7 
percent level recorded last year. It will decline 
further next year. We will use all policy 
instruments available – fiscal, monetary and 
supply side interventions to ensure that the 
Current Account Deficit declines further 
over time. 

Looking at the medium term prospects, I 
feel we can and we should remain optimistic. 
The basic fundamentals of our economy are 
sound and healthy. We have been taking all 
possible measures to correct imbalances on 
the macro front.

The fiscal deficit, which is the accumulated 

“…wE wILL LEAvE 
nO sTOnE unTuRnED 
TO EnsuRE ThAT OuR 

ECOnOmy REbOunDs”: 
pRImE mInIsTER  

DR. mAnmOhAn sIngh
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new delhi : Congress President and UPA 
Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi alongwith 
Union Home Minister Shri Sushil Kumar 
Shinde visited the blasts site at Bodh Gaya on 
10th July, 2013. Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi reached the revered holy Buddhist 
shrine Mahabodhi Temple, which was targeted 
by a series of explosions on 10th July, 2013. 
They enquired details about the blasts and the 
progress made so far by the agencies probing 
the case.  The Union Home Minister Shri 
Shinde also had a brief interaction with the 
media in the presence of Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

In a statement the Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi has condemned the attack at 
Mahabodhi temple in Bodh Gaya. Terming the 
incident as cowardly, she said that attack on the 
sanctum sanctorum of peace was unfortunate, 
to say the least. She expressed hope that the guilty will be brought to book at the earliest.

The Bodh Gaya temple is a UNESCO World Heritage site. It is where Buddha, who was born 
in neighbouring Nepal, attained enlightenment about 2,500 years ago.

On 10th July, 2013, a series of synchronised blasts took place in the different parts of the temple. 
Two monks were injured in the incident. Forensic experts and local investigators later found 
three unexploded bombs from the blasts sites; one even placed 20 feet high on a Buddha statue. v

COngREss pREsIDEnT, smT. sOnIA gAnDhI vIsITs bODh gAyA bLAsTs sITE

PM’s addRess

effect of the fiscal stimulus given in the past, 
had expanded and it needs to be reduced. The 
Finance Minister has targeted fiscal deficit of 
4.8 percent of GDP in the year 2013-14 and 
announced continuing reductions of about 
half a percentage each year subsequently, up 
to 2016-17. We are determined to meet the 
target for this year. 

We also need to take steps that will revive 
the momentum of investment. A major 
focus of concern in the past few months is 
that many projects have been held up for 
various reasons. We have seen a very strong 
expansion in power generation capacity but 
coal supply became a problem. We have now 
resolved this problem and the fuel supply 
agreements are being signed which will 
ensure that all plants that are commissioned 
by 2015 will have adequate supplies of coal 
consisting of a mix of domestic and imported 
coal.

Many projects have been held up for lack 
of regulatory approvals. These are being 
expedited. A separate cell has been set up in 
the Cabinet Secretariat recently to identify big 

ticket projects, both in the public and private 
sectors, and to see how they can be helped 
through various hurdles. 

Infrastructure is absolutely critical for our 
medium term growth prospects and we 
are monitoring progress in this area on a 
quarterly basis. Several initiatives are being 
pursued. 

• The Government has plans for setting up 
two major ports in Andhra Pradesh and in 
West Bengal. 

• New airports are envisaged to come up in 
Navi Mumbai, Juhu, Goa, Pune and Kannur. 

• At 50 other locations, new small airports 
are being built. 

• Major railway projects, including an 
elevated rail corridor for Mumbai, are being 
processed. 

• The feasibility of a bullet train from Mumbai 
to Ahmedabad is being studied. 

• Industrial Corridors from Delhi to Mumbai, 
Amritsar to Kolkata and Chennai to 
Bangalore are being considered. 

All these initiatives are being monitored at the 

highest level with a sense of urgency. 
There are several other reforms that have been 
undertaken over the last one year. 
• The Banking Laws have been amended to 

raise the cap on voting. 
• Subsidy reform and rationalisation has 

started in full force. Direct Benefit Transfer 
Scheme is being rolled out across the country 
to reduce both wastage and corruption in 
delivery of public service. 

• Foreign Direct Investment has been 
liberalised in single brand retail, multi-
brand retail, civil aviation and power 
exchanges. More FDI reforms are on the 
anvil as has been reported. 

• A new bank licensing policy has been 
announced and new licenses are soon to 
be awarded. 

• GAAR, which has been a subject matter of 
considerable concern to industry, has been 
postponed by 2 years and there is greater 
clarity on the rules. 

• Taxation issues of the IT sector and of 
development centres have been resolved 

continued on page 33
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Food seCuRity

To-day,  the Indian Nat ional 
Congress  stands on a  high 
pedestal.  The National Food 

Security Bill, 2013 which is going to 
ensure that the poor, the needy and the 
deserving, do not go to bed with empty 
stomach, has seen the light of the day 
with the issue of an Ordinance.  The 
most important thing about the Bill is 
that nowhere in the world, such a social 
justice programme has been attempted 
at such a gigantic scale.  You may recall 
that the Congress’ Election Manifesto, 
2009 made a commitment to the people 
of India.  This was reiterated by the 
Hon’ble President of India in her speech 
on 04th June, 2009 to the Joint Session of Parliament.  I quote: 24. 
“My Government proposes to enact a new law -- the National Food 
Security Act -- that will provide a statutory basis for a framework 
which assures food security for all. Every family below the poverty 
line in rural as well as urban areas will be entitled, by law, to 25 
kilograms of rice or wheat per month at Rs. 3 per kilogram. This 
legislation will also be used to bring about broader systemic reform 
in the public distribution system.”  

Of course, our attempts at fulfilling our promise to the people of the 
country of bringing forth the Food Bill were not without obstacles 
– from sources that did not want such an attempt to succeed, 
coming as it does from a Party anathema to them.  But, then we did 
it, albeit through an Ordinance.   There were of course criticisms 
that the United Progressive Alliance government was hurrying in 
taking the Ordinance route to implement the Bill and that the issue 
required deep and informed debate in Parliament to ensure collective 
responsibility in its implementation.  But, who would have forgotten 

“There are people in the world so hungry, that 
God cannot appear to them Except in the form 

of bread (food)”
Mahatma Gandhi

ThE fOOD sECuRITy 
bILL, 2013 –  

ThE nEED fOR  
An ORDInAnCE

K.V. Thomas
Minister of State (I/C) 
for Consumer Affairs, 

Food and Public 
Distribution

COngREss pREsIDEnT, smT. sOnIA gAnDhI 
TELLs COngREss ChIEf mInIsTERs: fOOD 
sECuRITy sChEmE wILL hELp ThE pOOR; 
ImpLEmEnT IT fAsT

new delhi: The UPA Chairperson and Congress president, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi held a meeting with the Congress Chief Ministers and State 
party chiefs on 13th July, 2013 at her residence to discuss about the 
fast implementation of the Food Security scheme. She asked Congress 
leaders to roll out the welfare scheme in letter and spirit.  Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has been putting her consistent efforts to make the food 
security programme a reality. She told the Congress Chief Ministers 
that food scheme must be implemented as soon as possible as it helps 
the poor, women and children. Further it was a promise in the election 
manifesto of the Congress party during 2009 general elections.

The Congress President held discussions with Congress Chief 
Ministers on how to implement the food scheme seeking to provide 
low cost food-grains to 82 crore people, for which an ordinance was 
promulgated last week.  The UPA-2 has implemented various land mark 
welfare schemes like MNREGA, RTE, RTI, Direct Benefits Transfer 
and Food Security.

Delhi, where assembly polls are due by year-end, will be the first state 
to launch the scheme on August 20, the birth anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. Besides Congress Chief Ministers, Prime 
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, AICC  Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi, Food Minister Shri K V Thomas, AICC General Secretaries 
and Core Group members were present in the meeting. The purpose 
of the meeting was to ensure that the scheme is implemented in the 
best possible manner with Congress-ruled states becoming role models 
in implementation of the food security measure.

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme and the Food Security Act are 
being considered as major legislations by the Congress led UPA-II 
government at the centre. v
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Food seCuRity

precious Parliament Sessions going waste recently on trivial issues 
with the some opposition parties not coming to terms with the UPA 
just to ensure that important legislations such as the Food Security 
Bill did not see the light of the day.  But, then those parties were 
playing to the galleries while we have been playing with the interests 
of the people of the country utmost in our hearts and actions.  How 
could a sincere effort on our part be termed as an act of contempt 
for Parliament or even anti-democratic when every effort was made 
in Parliament to thwart its introduction and passing just to ensure 
that a legislation of the UPA aimed at ensuring social justice did not 
become a reality.  

The ordinance places the responsibility of implementation and 
monitoring of the scheme under the Targeted Public Distribution 
System on the States. It gives them six months to put the systems 
in place to deliver the programme.  The outgo in terms financial 
commitment is so huge that after a long time, a social security 
programme is going to be allotted a huge sum of money by a Party 
known as having the welfare of the poor as its priority.  Now, I would 
like to go back and trace the steps we took in bringing forth the 
Food Bill to reality through an Ordinance.  The Bill was introduced 
in the Lok Sabha on 16th December, 2011.  It was referred to the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Food in January, 2012.  The 
Parliamentary Standing Committee gave its report with amendments 
to the Bill. The Union Cabinet cleared the Bill (with amendments as 
suggested by the PSC) on Tuesday, the 19th March, 2013.  The Union 
government had notified the National Food Security Ordinance, 
2013 on 08th July, 2013.  The features of the Bill as cleared by the 
Cabinet are the following:

• Legal entitlement to 67 per cent population (including 75 per 
cent rural and 50 per cent urban) for subsidized grains under 
the Targeted Public Distribution System;

• A beneficiary will be entitled to 5 kg of rice, wheat and millets at 
Rs.3, Rs.2 and Re.1 respectively.  (At present a BPL beneficiary 
gets 7 kg of wheat at Rs.4.15 per kg or rice at Rs.5.65 per kg, per 
month, while an ABL beneficiary gets 3 kg a month at half the 
minimum support price of the grain.

• 2.43 crore beneficiaries of the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (the 
poorest of the poor) will continue to get 35 kgs of grain a family 
a month under the TPDS (Targeted Public Distribution System).

• The identification of beneficiaries will be done by the States/UTs 
on criteria set forth for this purpose by the Central Government 
with the caveat that the States/UTs will be free to widen the 
coverage subject to their bearing the extra subsidy component 
involved.

• While the existing allocation of grains to the States shall be 
protected, the Centre will share with the States the cost of 
grain transport to ration shops rather than pass it on to the 
beneficiaries.

• The Bill will be implemented in phases, as and when the States get 
ready for its implementation – as it is a joint effort by the Centre 

and the States/UTs.

• Categorization of beneficiaries as ‘priority’ and ‘general’ will be 
done away with and replaced with a single ‘inclusion’ category.

➢ OUTGO (EXPENDITURE INVOLVED):  

The grain outgo is estimated at 62 million tonnes, involving a subsidy 
of more than Rs. 1.35 lakh crore.   

The National Food Security Bill, 2011 would not have been possible 
without the blessings of Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji, and the Bill owes its 
existence in its current shape to Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji.    

The drafting of the Bill has been done entirely under the patronage of 
our Hon’ble Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh ji.  I also thank all 
my Cabinet Colleagues for their valuable observations, suggestions 
and advice, and who had passed it at two stages: in the year 2011 
when the Bill was initially moved and now after the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee had vetted with their amendments that they 
had made. 

Let me also convey my gratitude which is due to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee under the able leadership of Shri Vilas 
Muttemwar and all its Members who had very thoroughly and 
strenuously gone through the entire document for the last more than 
one year in addition to the large volumes of representations from 
across the society and for their valuable suggestions – especially in 
terms of simplicity of framework, flexibility to the States, and also in 
addressing the concerns expressed by the State on the expenditure 
front.

I also express my sincere thanks to the Members of the National 
Advisory Committee for the valuable suggestions.  Right from the 
start they had involved themselves with the formulation of the Bill 
and in giving it the present shape.  I am thankful to the Members 
of the NAC who had acted closely in coordination with various 
activists, etc.

Finally, my thanks are due to a large number of social activists, 
NGOs, campaigners, and various other people who have been 
concerned about ensuring a hunger-free India.  I also thank the 
media for their support and advice and for bringing to our attention 
issues which they thought the Bill should give priority. 

The country enjoys a very good position in terms of food security.  
Production and procurement of food grains is quite good, and the 
Government of confident of fulfilling our promise to the people of 
the country on supply of subsidised food grains to the poor.  A good 
beginning has started with the Chief Minister Smt. Sheila Dikshit 
promising the people of the National Capital Territory of Delhi 
that Congress Government headed by her in Delhi will be ready by 
mid-August to launch the programme.  The journey has just started.  
The responsibility is not just of the Central Government but equally 
of the States/UTs.  I am sure together we can fulfil this dream.  The 
day is not far off, when India will be known the world over for this 
important step towards eradication of hunger, malnutrition and 
resultant poverty.   v
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AbOuT fOOD sECuRITy ORDInAnCE 

Frequently asked Questions

1) Why is there a need for a law on Food security?

Currently, there are different programmes of the Government of 
India (GoI) for the disbursement of foodgrains to the poor and 
the promotion of nutrition. The National Food Security Ordinance 
(NFSO) consolidates all of these in one statute. This has the added 
advantage of ensuring that the entitlements become statutory 
guarantees that cannot be taken away or modified arbitrarily. 

This law also marks the realization of a long standing commitment 
of the Congress Government to bring a law on Food Security. The 
Congress Party in its 2009 Manifesto promised enactment of law 
along the lines of the MGNREGA programme which will guarantee 
a legal entitlement to food.

2) What is the national Food security ordinance and how is 
it different from existing schemes or programmes of a similar 
nature?

The proposed law converts into legal entitlements the provisions 
of various food security schemes of the GoI, to ensure adequate 
quantity and quality of food at affordable prices to people to live 
their life with dignity. The law takes a life cycle approach to food 
security, recognizing the specific food and nutritional needs of 
different age groups and gender.

If the foodgrains are not provided for whatever reason, the law 
provides for payment of a food security allowance to fulfill the 
entitlement.

3) as per the ordinance, only 67% of the population will be 
covered under tPds. Why the coverage cannot be universalized?

The entitlement proposed in the Bill are based on recent trends in 
production and procurement of foodgrains. The average annual 
procurement of foodgrains during 2007-08 to 2011-12 has been 
about 60.24 million tons. In comparison, the foodgrain requirement 
for covering the whole population under TPDS, even with an 
entitlement of 5 kg per person per month, is estimated at 72.6 
million tons. Requirement for OWS would be additional. It is not 

feasible to meet such a high level of foodgrain requirement at the 
current levels of production and procurement.

4) For BPL households, the entitlement of 5 kg. means reduction 
in what they are currently getting under tPds? Will it not hurt 
them?

At present, the TPDS covers 6.52 crore Below Poverty Line (BPL) 
families, including 2.50 crore Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) 
families on the basis of population estimates of 1999-2000 of 
Registrar General of India and poverty estimates of 36% (1993-94) 
of Planning Commission. The rest of the families are covered as 
Above Poverty Line (APL). The AAY and BPL families are allocated 
35 kg foodgrains per month. Allocation to APL families is subject to 
availability of foodgrains. The per kg Central Issue Prices (CIPs) of 
wheat / rice are @ Rs 2/3 for AAY, Rs.4.15/ 5.65/kg for BPL families 
and Rs.6.10/.8.30/kg for APL families respectively.

As can be seen, only about one fourth of the total estimated 
households at present have fixed entitlement of 35 kg. per family per 
month. NFSO on the other hand proposes to give legal entitlement 
to receive 5 kg of foodgrains per month to about 67% of the 
population at the all India level. Within this coverage, entitlement 
of AAY households, which constitute the poorest of the poor, is 
being protected at 35 kg per household per month. Further, all 
the households covered by the Ordinance under TPDS will be 
entitled to receive wheat and rice at Rs.3 and 2 per kg, which is the 
current AAY price. As a result, the existing BPL households also, 
who will face reduction in their entitlement in terms of quantity 
of foodgrains, stand to gain in terms of highly subsidized prices.

5) Will the antayodaya anna yojana be affected under this law?

No. The AAY will remain as it is. In other words, the poorest of 
the poor households shall continue receiving 35 kg of foodgrains, 
regardless of the number of people in the family. This is without 
prejudice to the other entitlements under the law.

6) Why the right to food is restricted to only foodgrains and 
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does not include pulses, edible oils, etc?

There is huge dependence on imports for meeting the domestic 
demand for pulses and edible oils. Also, the procurement 
infrastructure and operations for pulses and oilseeds are not strong at 
this moment. In the absence of assured overall domestic availability 
of these commodities and weak procurement operations, it is not 
possible to confer a legal right for their supply. The Government 
is however implementing schemes for supply of subsidised pulses 
and edible oils to targeted beneficiaries. Simultaneously, steps will 
be taken to improve procurement operations for pulses and oilseeds.

7) the ordinance seems to address only the basic requirements 
in terms of foodgrains and seems to lack focus on nutritional 
aspects. how can this then be called a comprehensive approach 
to food security?

Malnutrition is no doubt a serious issue facing the nation. It is 
however, not a correct assessment to suggest that the Bill does 
not address the issue at all. It does seek to address the problem of 
malnutrition among pregnant women and children which has to 
be the focal point of our strategy to address this challenge.

There is a special focus in the Ordinance on nutritional support 
to women and children. Pregnant women and lactating mothers, 
besides being entitled to nutritious meals as per the prescribed 
nutritional norms, will also receive maternity benefit of not less 
than Rs. 6000/-.

Children in the age group of 6 months to 6 years will be entitled 
to take home ration or hot cooked meal as per the prescribed 
nutritional standards. Higher nutritional norms have been 
prescribed for children in the age group of 6 months to 6 years who 
are malnourished. Children in the lower and upper primary classes 
upto class VIII or 14 years will be entitled to nutritious meals in 
the schools as per the prescribed nutritional norms.

8) What are the specific benefits and guarantees for women and 
children?

The NFSO gives special attention to women and children. Some 
salient provision are :

• Ration cards for eligible will be issued in the name of the eldest 
woman, over 18 years of age. Further more, the Head of the 
household will be the woman.

• Meals, free of charge, for women during pregnancy and six months 
after child birth shall be provided.

• Maternity allowance of a minimum of Rs 6000/- will be given to 
pregnant and nursing mothers.

• Meals, free of charge, for children between 6 months and 6 years 
shall be provided.

• Mid day meals, free of charge, for children between 6 years and 
14 years shall be provided.

• Meals, free of charge, for children who suffer from malnutrition 

shall be provided.

9) What are the provision for enhancing nutritional standards?

Alongwith the provision of adequate quantity of food, the law 
places emphasis on the provision of nutritious meals (as laid out 
in Schedule II of the Ordinance) to provide a balanced diet in 
terms of calorie count, protein value and micronutrients. The 
provisions include:

• Supplying coarse cereals through the PDS. These are known to 
be nutritionally superior to wheat and rice.

• Take home rations for children between 6 months and 6 years and 
hot cooked meals for children between 3 years and 6 years of age.

• Take home rations for malnourished children between 6 months 
and 6 years of age.

• Hot cooked meals for lower and upper primary class children.

• Take home rations for pregnant and lactating mothers.

10) Whether the Government has sufficient foodgrains to meet 
the obligations under the ordinance?

Total annual requirement of foodgrains, including foodgrains 
required for other welfare schemes, is estimated at 612.3 lakh 
tons. Procurement of foodgrains (wheat and rice), both in absolute 
quantity and in terms of percentage to production, has improved 
in recent years. The average annual procurement, which was 382.2 
lakh tons, i.e. 24.30% of the average annual production during 
2000-2001 to 2006-07, has gone up to 602.4 lakh tons during 
2007-08 to 2011-12, i.e 33.24% of the average annual production. 
It will therefore be possible to meet the requirement at the current 
levels of production and procurement of foodgrains. Even with an 
estimated marginal decline in foodgrains production in 2012-13, 
the requirements for the Ordinance will be met.

11) it is argued that the ordinance will dissuade the farmers, 
especially the small and marginal farmers, from producing 
foodgrains as they will be assured to get highly subsidized 
foodgrains to meet their consumption requirements. your 
response?

Production of foodgrains is a means of livelihood for farmers 
for which they are adequately rewarded by way of MSP for their 
produce. The reach of MSP is expanding every year and in the 
wake of the increased requirement for implementation of the 
Ordinance, more and more farmers will be brought under the ambit 
of MSP operations. Therefore, contrary to dissuading farmers, the 
Ordinance will in fact encourage them to produce more.

Access to highly subsidized foodgrains to small farmers on the 
other hand will ease the burden on their limited earnings and allow 
them the option to spend the money so saved on other necessities 
and hence improve their quality of life.

12) states have been complaining about additional financial 
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burden that the legislation on food security imposes on them. 
how will Central Government bring states on board as it is the 
states who have to implement the ordinance?

The main financial implication of the Ordinance would be on 
food subsidy. At the proposed coverage and entitlement, total 
estimated annual foodgrains requirement is 612.3 lakh tons and 
the corresponding estimated food subsidy for its implementation, 
at 2013-14 costs, is about Rs.1,24,747 crore. When compared to 
the estimated food subsidy requirement under existing TPDS and 
Other Welfare Schemes, the additional food subsidy implication is 
about Rs. 23,800 crore per annum. This additionality will be borne 
completely by the Central Government.

States had expressed their concern about additional burden on 
them, especially on account of setting up of grievance redressal 
machinery and intra-state transportation of foodgrains, fair price 
shop dealer’s margin etc. These concerns were based on provisions 
of the original Bill, which was introduced in Lok Sabha in December, 
2011. However, taking into consideration the recommendations of 
the Standing Committee and views of the State Governments, the 
Ordinance now provides that Central Government will provide 
assistance to States in meeting the expenditure incurred by them 
on transportation of foodgrains within the State, its handling and 
FPS dealers’ margin as per norms to be devised for this purpose. 
Further, with respect to the grievance redressal mechanism, the 
Ordinance gives flexibility to State Governments to either set up 
separate State Food Commissions or designate an existing Body 
to exercise the powers of the Commission.

13) in a Central legislation, how fair is it to put the responsibility 
of payment of food security allowance on state Government?

It is not correct to say that this responsibility is being squarely 
placed on States. Such responsibility will lie on States only in case 
they fail to distribute the entitled foodgrains or meals after having 
received the foodgrains from the Central Government.

Section 23 of the Ordinance provides that in case of short supply 
of foodgrains from the central pool to a State, the Central 
Government shall provide the State Government with funds for 
meeting obligations under the Act. The obligation for paying the 
food security allowance to the ultimate beneficiary, under section 
8, is however on State Govts. as distribution of foodgrains/meal 
as per entitlement will be their responsibility.

14) how soon the ordinance is expected to be actually 
implemented by states?

Some preparatory work is required before the Ordinance can 
be implemented. For example, the actual identification of the 
households, within the coverage determined for each States/UT

under TPDS, is to be done by State Governments, in accordance 
with guidelines to be evolved/ specified by them. State Governments 
will therefore be required to first evolve suitable criteria for 
identification and thereafter undertake the actual work of 
identification. Allocation and distribution of foodgrains under 

the Act can take place only after the exercise of identification of 
households is complete. The Ordinance accordingly provides that 
State Government shall complete the identification within 180 days 
after its commencement. This period may however differ from 
State to State and if any State is ready to implement it early, they 
will be encouraged to do so.

For the interregnum, the Ordinance contains transitory provisions 
for continuation of existing schemes, guidelines etc.

15) any rights based approach can work only if there is an 
independent grievance redressal mechanism. What does 
ordinance provide in this regard?

The law lays down special provisions to ensure effective grievance 
redressal. The State Governments are required to:

• Set up mechanisms, which shall include Call Centres, Helplines 
etc.

• Appoint a District Grievance Redressal Officer (DGRO) who 
shall be the first office for complaint.

• Set up a State Food Commission (SFC) for the purpose of 
monitoring and reviewing the implementation of the said law. 
The SFC will have the powers of a Civil Court for enquiring into 
violation of entitlements and appeals against the DGRO.

• Formulate Rules outlining the manner and the time limit for 
hearing complaints by the Grievance Redressal Officer.

16) identification of households to be covered is proposed to be 
left to states. every state will adopt different criteria, leading to 
a situation of households with same socioeconomic condition 
getting the benefit in one state but not in other state. how 
desirable is this?

The Bill as introduced in the Lok Sabha in December, 2011 
provided that guidelines for identification will be prescribed by 
the Central Government. State Governments during interaction 
with them expressed the view that they should have a greater 
role in determining the criteria for identification of households. 
The Standing Committee also recommended that Government 
should devise a clearly defined criteria in consultation with the 
State Governments. These opinions and recommendations have 
been carefully considered. Keeping in view the wide inter-State 
variations in the socio-economic conditions, it was felt that any 
criteria evolved by the Central Government for the country as a 
whole may not properly reflect these diversities, and therefore 
invite criticism. It was also difficult to evolve a consensus with State 
Government over the issue of criteria to be adopted. Therefore the 
work of identification is now proposed to be left to States, which 
may develop their own criteria.

17) how is aadhar linked to the Public distribution system 
(Pds)?

• The law has an enabling clause that enjoins the States to use the 
Aadhar based technology for PDS reform and to ensure better 

Food seCuRity
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identification of beneficiaries using biometric information.

• Districts such as East Godavari and Hyderabad (Andhra Pradesh) 
have already started using Aadhar for online authentication 
services under PDS to enable transparent delivery of ration to 
eligible beneficiaries. The law allows States to similarly leverage 
the mechanism for efficient delivery of foodgrains.

18) Will the nFso lead to expenditure close to 3% of GdP?

Reports have appeared in the media that implementation of the 
Ordinance will involve expenditure of more than 3 lakh crore or 3% 
of the GDP. These estimates are based on erroneous comparisons 
and extrapolations. Requirements under NFS Ordinance should 
be compared with the existing commitments of the Government 
for providing subsidized foodgrains for a meaningful assessment 
of the impact of the Ordinance.

Expenditure on subsidy is incurred by the Government on the 
foodgrains allocated by it at subsidized prices and the offtake 
against it. Currently, subsidised foodgrains are being made 
available to 6.5 crore BPL households (including 2.43 crore AAY 
households) and about 11.5 crore APL households. While BPL 
and AAY households are entitled to receive 35 kgs foodgrains per 
month, allocation for APL households is subject to availability, and 
currently they are being allocated @ 15 kgs per month in 22 States 
and 35 kgs per month in 13 special category States. As per the 
current coverage and entitlement, total requirement of foodgrains 
under TPDS is estimated at 498.7 lakh tons. If requirement of 65 
lakh tons for other food based welfare schemes such as ICDS, MDM 
etc is added, the requirement goes up to 563.7 lakh tons and the 
corresponding food subsidy implication is estimated at about Rs. 
1,00,953 crore per annum. For implementation of NFS Ordinance, 
the estimated foodgrains requirement is about 612 lakh tons, with 
associated food subsidy implication of Rs. 1,24,747 crore, implying 
thereby an additionality of Rs. 23,794 crore.

It is not correct to attribute the current levels of food subsidy 
expenditure to the coverage and distribution figures derived from 
findings of a sample survey and use it as a basis to extrapolate the 
implications under NFS Ordinance. The expenditure incurred 
on food subsidy is for the total quantity of foodgrains allocated 
by the Central Government and off take against it by States/UTs 
and not to household coverage and per family distribution as 
estimated through a sample survey. At best, the sample survey 
points to leakages and diversions in the public distribution system. 
Steps are being taken to check these leakages and the same will be 
strengthened through increased use of ICT tools and other means.’

19) it is generally believed that the Public distribution system 
needs a major overhaul. how does the nFso propose to address 
this?

PDS is operated under the joint responsibility of Central and 
State Governments wherein the Central Govt. is responsible for 
procurement, storage and bulk allocation of foodgrains to States, 
and the operational responsibility including allocation within 
States, identification of eligible families, issue of ration cards, 

supervision over functioning of fair price shops etc. lies with State 
Govts. Accordingly, the NFS Ordinance provides that the Central 
and State Governments shall endeavour to undertake necessary 
reforms in TPDS such as doorstep delivery of foodgrains; end-to-
end computerization to prevent diversion; transparency; preference 
to Panchayats, SHGs, co-operatives in licensing of fair price shops, 
management thereof by women/their collectives, etc.

The Department of Food and Public Distribution has already 
initiated number of measures to streamline and strengthen Targeted 
Public Distribution System (TPDS), some of which are given below.

end-to-end computerization of tPds operations:

With a view to provide necessary infrastructure and financial 
support, the Government is implementing a Plan Scheme on ‘End-
to-end Computerization of TPDS Operations’ for implementation 
in all States/UTs on cost-sharing basis. Under the 12th Plan, 
total outlay of Component-I of the scheme is Rs. 884.07 crore, 
which comprises activities, namely, digitization of ration cards/ 
beneficiary and other databases, computerization of Supply-Chain 
Management, setting up of transparency portal and grievance 
redressal mechanisms. 

Digitisation of beneficiary database will help in de-duplication of 
ration cards, weeding out the bogus ration card and better targeting 
of subsidies. With computerisation of supply-chain, the movement 
of foodgrains upto FPS levels can be tracked and the problem of 
leakage and diversion can be addressed. Transparency portal will 
strengthen the functioning of FPSs and ensure accountability 
at various levels. Beneficiaries can also register their grievances 
through toll-free numbers and seeks its resolution.

other steps being impressed upon states/uts

Campaign by states to review BPL/aay lists to eliminate ghost 
ration cards: as on 31.3.2013, a total of 364.01 lakh bogus/ 
ineligible ration cards have been eliminated in 28 states:

door-step delivery of food grains to FPs: Foodgrains to be 
made available at the door step of fair price shops in order to 
check leakages and diversions. 20 States/UTs have reported 
implementation of doorstep delivery.

FPs licenses to be given to shGs, gram panchayats, cooperatives 
etc.: Out of about 5.16 lakh FPS in operation, about 1.21 lakh FPS 
are being run by such organizations in 30 States.

Viability of FPs dealers: States have been asked to reassess and 
increase the margins being given to FPS dealers. 14 State/UT 
Governments have confirmed that FPS in these States are selling 
non-PDS items such as edible oil, pulses, milk powder, soaps etc.

20) there have been numerous cases of foodgrains rotting due 
to lack of storage facilities. What provisions have been made in 
the nFs ordinance to create more storage?

The NFS Ordinance requires Central as well as State Government 
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to take steps for creation and maintenance of scientific storage 
facilities at the Central and State levels. While the Central 
Government is expected to create storage facilities for safe storage 
of stock of foodgrains in the Central Pool, States/UTs need to create 
intermediary storage facilities to be able to store foodgrains at 
decentralized locations for meeting the distribution needs.

a. available storage capacity and steps to augment it

• The Storage capacity, Covered and Cover & Plinth (CAP) available 
with the FCI is 397.02 lakh MTs as on 31.5.2013. The storage 
capacities, both Covered and CAP, available with State agencies for 
storage of Central Stock of foodgrains is about 341.35 lakh MTs. 
As a result, a total of about 738 lakh MTs of storage capacity was 
available for storage of Central stock of foodgrains which stood at 
739 lakh MTs as on 30.6.2013.

• The Government is successfully implementing the Private 
Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme to augment the Covered 
Storage capacity. This scheme incentivizes private investment 
for construction of storage godowns by giving guarantees to hire 
godowns constructed under this scheme for a period of ten years, 
thereby, ensuring for the investor, a fair return on his investment.

• A capacity of about 203 lakh MTs as on 31.5.2013 has been 
approved for the construction of godowns in 19 States out of which 
a capacity of 145.06 lakh MTs has been sanctioned for construction. 
A total capacity of 71.08 lakh MTs has been completed under the 
scheme as on 31.5.2013.

• For ensuring long-term scientific storage, the Government has 
also approved construction of 20 lakh MTs of storage capacity in 
silos within the overall sanctioned capacity of the PEG Scheme.

• The Government has finalized a Plan scheme especially for the 
North East, for creation of an additional storage capacity of 5.40 
lakh MTs through the FCI, in the next 3 to 4 years. These capacities 
once created in the NE region, would take care of the storage 
requirements of about 3 to 4 months.

B. Rotting of foodgrains

There is a well established quality control mechanism for scientific 
storage of foodgrains followed in FCI godowns for proper storage 
and to avoid damage during storage. Department of Food & Public 
Distribution has issued instructions to all State Governments/
UT Administration and Food Corporation of India from time to 
time to take required measures, for proper enforcement of quality 
control mechanism of foodgrains during procurement, storage 
and distribution. Some quantities of foodgrains however may get 
damaged during storage due to various reasons such as storage pest 
attack, leakages in godowns, procurement of poor quality stock, 
exposure to rains in case of unscientific storage because of lack of 
storage space, floods, negligence on the part of concerned officials 
in taking precautionary measures etc.

Due to constant monitoring and follow-up, the accrual of damaged 
foodgrains in FCI godowns in absolute quantity as well as in 
percentage terms has been declining and is extremely low, as can 
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be seen from table below.

year
offtake of food 
grains from FCi 

stocks (lakh tons)

Quantity 
damaged  

(lakh tons)

% damaged  
food grains

2007-08 324.50 0.34 0.10
2008-09 306.20 0.20 0.07
2009-10 371.06 0.07 0.02
2010-11 432.10 0.06 0.014
2011-12 473.59 0.03 0.006
2012-13 552.60 0.03 0.005

21) Leakages in the delivery systems have been noticed all 
throughout the chain. how will nFso ensure a corruption free 
system?

Following measures are likely to check leakages and diversions of 
foodgrains :

(i) States/UTs will be required to evolve transparent criteria for 
identification of households. Fresh identification of beneficiaries 
based on transparent criteria for delivery of entitlements in a rights 
based manner, will address the problem of inclusion and exclusion 
errors in the present PDS.

(ii) Measures such as end to end computerisation of PDS operations 
will also help in checking the leakages and diversion of foodgrains.

(iii) The NFS Ordinance provides for grievance redressal authorities 
at the District and State levels to enforce the entitlements and 
investigate and redress grievances of beneficiaries. The State Food 
Commission will also have powers to impose penalty.

22) how can Congress Party workers help in the effective 
implementation of this law?

• All Congress Party workers should undertake exercises to ensure 
wide spread dissemination of this law and its clauses. This can be 
done through wall paintings that list the salient features of the law.

• They should ensure that the people are aware of the benefits 
promised by the Central Government and the obligations that have 
been placed upon the State Governments.

• Partyworkers should be vigilant in ensuring that the State 
Government discharges its obligations under this Act and also help 
expedite its implementation.

• They should also undertake BPL list “Vaachan” (reading) which 
will help identify beneficiaries whose names are missing and would 
need to be added to the list and deleted if need be, when they are 
updated.

• The Partyworkers must, in addition to disseminating information 
about the law, assist the administration in the expeditious 
identification of the priority households as also in the overall 
implementation of the law.

• Partyworkers should be vigilant and ensure that the administration 
carries out the necessary reforms to the Targeted Public Distribution 
System in a time bound manner. v
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deVeLoPMent

A meeting was held by the Prime Minister to finalise 
infrastructure targets for 2013-14. The meeting was attended 
by the Finance Minister, Deputy Chairman, Planning 

Commission and Ministers and Secretaries of key infrastructure 
Ministries, i.e., Power, Coal, Railways, Roads, Shipping and Civil 
Aviation.
The Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission made a presentation 
bringing out the performance of the six infrastructure ministries in 
achieving their targets in 2012-13  and the details of the targets that 
have been set for this year, i.e., 2013-14. These targets were set through 
a detailed process, first in the Planning Commission by Member 
(Infrastructure) and later revised through a second round of meetings 
in PMO.
The sectoral highlights of the Prime Minister’s review and the targets 
for 2013-14 are
(i) Civil aviation
a) Two new international airports at Bhubaneswar and Imphal.
b) 50 new low cost small airports will be taken up by Airports 
Authority of India.[See list-b(i)]
c) 8 Greenfield Airports are to be awarded this year in PPP 
mode: Navi Mumbai, Juhu (Mumbai), Goa, Kannur, Pune (Rajguru 
Nagar Chakan), Sriperumbudur, Bellary and Raigarh.
d) Airport operations and maintenance through PPP contracts 
will be introduced in AAI airports. Airports being considered are 
Chennai, Kolkata, Lucknow, Guwahati, Jaipur and Ahmedabad.
b(i) New Low Cost Airports by AAI
Andhra Pradesh: Vijayawada, Nellore, Kurnool, Kadapa, Nizamabad, 
Tirupati, Anantapur & Karimnagar
Jharkhand: Dhanbad, Bokaro & Hazaribagh
Bihar: Muzaffarpur, Chapra & Sasaram
Punjab: Ludhiana, Jalandhar & Firozpur
Uttar Pradesh: Agra, Allahabad, Moradabad, Saharanpur, Meerut, 
Aligarh, Muzaffarnagar, Bijnor & Azamgarh
Arunachal Pradesh: Tezu, Momdila & Along
Assam: Silchar, Jorhat & Tezpur
Madhya Pradesh: Gwalior, Singrauli, Burhanpur,Khandwa, Jabalpur, 
Sidhi & Shahdol
Odisha: Brahmpur, Raurkela & Kendujhar
Rajasthan: Ajmer, Kota, Bhilwada & Alwar
Maharashtra: Kolhapur, Nasik, Jalgaon, Solapur & Amarawati.
(ii) Ports
a) The two new PPP ports at Sagar (West Bengal) and Durgarajapatnam 
(Andhra Pradesh) approved by Cabinet will be awarded.

InfRAsTRuCTuRE TARgETs fOR  
fy 2013-14 fInALIzED

(iii) Railways
a) An Inter-Ministerial Group of Railways, Finance and Planning 
will be formed with the task of coming up with a creative financing-
cum-implementation mechanism in two months for clearing the large 
backlog of sanctioned projects of over Rs 200,000 crores in a prioritized 
and time-bound manner.
b) The proposal for creating a Rail Tariff Authority will be accelerated 
and brought to Cabinet soon.
c) The flagship projects of railways such as the two Loco Manufacturing 
Projects, Elevated Rail Corridor, the Dedicated Freight Corridor and 
station redevelopment will be closely monitored for award in the next 
six months.
(iv) Roads
a) The slowdown in the award of road projects should get reversed in 
view of the large number of relaxations that have already been provided 
to PPP road projects.
b) Expressways will get focused attention and the Planning Commission 
will work with the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways to suggest 
an implementation mechanism for expressways.
(v) Power
a) The Ministry will work with Planning Commission and 
Finance Ministry to resolve remaining issues in the power 
sector and improve generation and transmission capacity. 
 
b) Ministry of Power is working on a separate provision to 
operationalise open access.
(vi) Coal
a) New policies for ramping up coal production will be put in place.
In addition to the targets, the Prime Minister highlighted the need to 
ramp up investment in infrastructure to revive investor sentiment. For 
this purpose, a target of rolling out PPP projects of at least Rs 1 lakh 
crores in the next six months was set.A steering group is being formed 
to monitor the award and implementation of projects from among the 
following on priority:
1) Mumbai Elevated Rail Corridor- Rs. 30,000 crore 
2) Two Locomotive projects- Rs. 5,000 crore 
3) Accelerating E-DFC- Rs. 10,000 crore 
4) One of the two port projects- Rs. 10,000 crore 
5) Two airport projects- Rs. 20,000 crore 
6) Power & Transmission projects- Rs. 40,000 crore 
Total- Rs. 1,15,000 crore
The Prime Minister concluded by reiterating that a lot of work still needs 
to be done and there should be no slackening of the pace of work. v
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6.2 inVestMent CLiMate
In a major drive to boost economic growth, Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) policy was further liberalized 
and rationalized to make India an attractive investment 
destination. One of the path breaking FDI reforms is the 
opening up of multi-brand retail to FDI by permitting 
FDI up to 51%, under the Government approval route, 
in multi-brand retail trading, subject to specified conditions. Single – 
brand retail was also further liberalized by permitting FDI up to 100%. 
Foreign airlines have been allowed to invest up to 49% in scheduled 
airline firms. The broadcasting sector has been further liberalized by 
increasing the foreign investment limit up to 74%. Power Exchanges 
can have up to 49% FDI.

6.3 FisCaL ConsoLidation
The process of fiscal consolidation is continuing. The Government 
accepted the recommendations of the Kelkar Committee on fiscal 
consolidation. Red lines were draw for the fiscal deficit at 5.3% of GDP 
in 2012-13 and 4.8% in 2013-14. With concerted effort, the fiscal deficit 
was contained at 5.2% in the financial year 2012-13.
On the expenditure side, the Government took major decisions to 
contain government spending on subsidy and implemented austerity 
measures. On the subsidy front, the price of diesel was raised in a 
calibrated manner and the number of subsidized LPG cylinders was 
capped.
The Government undertook a major exercise of rationalizing the Plan 
and Non – Plan spending to cater for the revenue shortfall on account 
of slowdown in the economy. Increase in tax-to-GDP ratio coupled with 
lower than budgeted expenditure has enabled the Government to rein 
in the escalation in fiscal deficit. It has also provided some leg-room 
for easing of monetary policy by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) as 
inflation declined recently.

6.4. CaPitaL MaRKet ReFoRMs
Measures were taken to re-energise the Mutual Fund industry by 
permitting flexibility in the Total Expense Ratio which would enable 
AMCs to pay higher upfront cornmis s ions to distributors; allowing 
Asset Management Companies (AMCs) to charge additional fees to 
promote new inflows from outside the top 15 cities; and protecting the 
investor by curbing mis-selling and churning by creating a system of 
identification of agents and labeling of products. 

6.4.1 CoRPoRate GoVeRnanCe 
The Companies Bill, 2012, which is under consideration of 
Parliament, seeks to bring corporate governance and regulation 

practices in india at par with the global best practices. The corporate 
sector has been given more flexibility in regulating their affairs, 
subject to full disclosure and accountability of their actions. The 
Bill provides more opportunities for new entrepreneurs and enables 
wide application of IT in the conduct of atfairs by corporates.  
The other salient features of this important piece of legislation include 
provisions regarding greater accountability of audit, Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR), stricter action in case of fraud-related offences 
and protection of interests of investors.

6.5 PRiCe situation
As a result of concerted efforts on many fronts, headline WPI int1ation 
has moderated from an average of9.56% in 2010-11 to an average of 7.41 
% during April-February, 2012-13. It was below 6% in March, 2013. 
Core inflation was lower than 40/0. Measures to contain inflation 
include keeping the issue price for wheat and rice unchanged since 
2002 and absorbing a significant part of the cost of diesel, kerosene 
and LPG by keeping the pass through to consumer at a reasonable 
level. Other measures include selective bans on exports and futures 
trading, permitting imports when necessary, and distribution of pulses 
and edible oils through Public Distribution System (PDS). 

6.6  PRoduCtion oF Goods and seRViCes 
6.6.1 nationaL ManuFaCtuRinG PoLiCy 
Four national Investment and Manufacturing Zones (NIMZs) have 
been given ‘in-principle’ approval in Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh. This is in addition to the eight NIMZs announced 
in 2011-12 on both sides of the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor. 
Implementation and monitoring mechanisms have been set up, 
including the Manufacturing Industry Promotion Board for 
coordination among the Central Ministries and state Governments. 

6.6.2 heaVy industRies 
The aggregate turnover of 32 operating Central Public Sector 
Enterprises under the Department of Heavy Industry was Rs. 56,506 
crore, with an estimated aggregate annual profit of Rs. 6,142.40 crore 
during the year. BHEL has achieved an all time record turnover of 
Rs. 50,015 crore and has completed commissioning of I 0,340 M\V 
of capacity during the year. The National Electric Mobility Mission 

RePoRt to the PeoPLe
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will be carried in the next issue. 
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Plan 2020, giving a roadmap for electric mobility in the country, was 
unveiled by the Prime Minister. Revival packages for Scooters India, 
NEPA and HMT were approved. 

6.6.3 industRiaL CoRRidoRs
In addition to the Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor, work has 
begun on new corridors in other regions. A comprehensive plan 
for the Chennai-Bengaluru Industrial Corridor is being prepared. 
This corridor will be developed in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. 
The DMIC project being developed as a global manufacturing and 
investment destination has made steady progress. The DMIC Project 
Implementation Trust Fund has come into effect with Rs. 312 crore 
and Rs. 99 crore as initial and additional corpus. A list of prospective 
projects in the infrastructure sector under the US $4.5 billion facility 
of the Government of Japan has been put together for carrying out 
pre-feasibility studies and feasibility studies and subsequent steps for 
identified projects. 

6.6.4 MiCRo, sMaLL & MediuM enteRPRises
SEBI has permitted setting up of a Stock Exchange or a trading platform 
for SMEs by a recognized stock exchange having nationwide trading 
terminals. BSC and NSE separately launched SME exchange platforms 
in 2012. The access to capital markets for equity would become easier 
with the operationalisation of the SME Exchange Platform. 
A margin money subsidy of Rs. 661.31 crore was disbursed by banks 
in 2012-13 under the Prime Minister’s Employment Generation 
Programme. This will facilitate setting up of more than 33,000 micro 
enterprises and generate additional employment opportunities for 
around 2.54 lakh people.

6.6.5 PhaRMaCeutiCaLs

6.6.5.1 nationaL PhaRMaCeutiCaL PRiCinG PoLiCy
The Government has notified the National Pharmaceutical Pricing 
Policy-2012. The main objective of the policy is to put in place a 
regulatory framework for pricing of drugs so as to ensure availability of 
required essential medicines at reasonable prices even while providing 
sufficient opportunity for innovation and competition. 

6.6.5.2 jan aushadhi CaMPaiGn
The Jan Aushadhi Campaign was initiated in November, 2008 or 
providing quality medicines at affordable prices to common masses 
especially the poor. In this direction, it was decided to open Jan 
Aushadhi Stores in various parts of the country with the support of 
respective State Governments. Till date, 154 Jan Aushadhi stores have 
been opened in 12 States/UTs. 

6.6.6 CheMiCaLs and PetRoCheMiCaLs

6.6.6.1 assaM Gas CRaCKeR PRojeCt
The project is being implemented by Brahrnaputra Cracker & Polymers 
Limited, a PSU under the Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals. 
The project will produce 2,20,000 tonnes of Polyethylene and 60,000 
tonnes of Polypropylene. The mechanical completion of the project 
is scheduled for July 2013 from gas and naphtha produced in Assam 
and commissioning of the project is scheduled for December, 2013. 

6.6.6.2 PetRoLeuM, CheMiCaL and PetRoCheMiCaL 
inVestMent ReGions (PCPiR)

With a view to attracting major investments in the petroleum, chemical 
and petrochemicals sectors, the Government announced the PCPTR 
Policy in 2007 to create world class infrastructure and thereby provide 
the right platform and a conducive environment for setting up of 
business. Till date, proposals of the state governments of Gujarat, 
Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha and Tamil Nadu have been 
received and approved.
Once fully established, the PCPIRs are expected to attract Rs. 7.62.894 
crore of investment. Till date, investment worth around Rs. 1.80.000 
crore has been made in these regions. Of the total infrastructure worth 
of Rs. 53,469 crore expected to be created in the PCPIRs. Government 
of India’s contribution would be Rs. 4.646.30 crore. The PCPIRs arc 
projected to generate employment for approximately 33.961akh people.

6.6.6.3 CentRaL institue oF PLastiC enGineeRinG 
and teChnoLoGy (CiPet)
CLPET is an ISO accredited premier national institution devoted to 
academic, technology support and research activities for the growth 
of plastics and allied industries in the country, CIPET has trained 
35,000 people in 2012-13 in long-term professional skill development 
and short-term. vocational and skill development training programs. 
During the XII Plan, CIPET proposes to train 2,16.612 students 
through various training programs. 

6.6.7 teLeCoMMuniCations
The Government approved the new National Telecom Poliey-2012 which 
lays down a long-term vision for the growth of telecommunications. 
The number of telephone connections was 893.14 million as on January, 
2013 with rural telephone connections having increased by nearly 10 
million in the last year. Overall teledensity stands at 73.07% and rural 
teledensity has crossed 40%. 

6.6.8 inFoRMation teChnoLoGy
The Government approved the National Electronic Policy. 2012. 
The policy covers a comprehensive set of schemes for promotion 
of domestic electronic industry viz., preference to domestically 
manufactured electronic goods (Preferential Market Access), setting 
up of Electronic Manufacturing Clusters, introduction of a Modified 
Special Incentive Package Scheme (M-SIPS) and mandatory registration 
of identified electronic products for meeting specified safety standards. 
The Government also approved the National Policy on Information 
Technology. The Policy seeks to achieve the twin goals of bringing the 
full power of ICT within the reach of everyone and harnessing the 
country’s capability and human resources to emerge as the global 
hub and destination for IT and IT enabled services by 2020. 
The Electronic Delivery of Services Bill. 2013 has been introduced in 
Parliament to provide public services to citizens, electronically. under 
the National Knowledge Network, which is being set up to interconnect 
all knowledge institutions with a high speed data communications 
network to facilitate knowledge-sharing and collaborative research, 
links have been provided to 998 institutions, and 66 virtual classrooms 
have been set up. A project for Development of North East Region 
by enhancing training and education capacities in Information, 
Electronics & Communication Technology sectors through the 
National Institute of Electronics and Information Technology, has also 
been approved with an outlay of Rs. 388 crore spread over five years. 

6.6.9 steeL
India is the fourth largest crude steel producer in the world and is 
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expected to become the second largest producer of crude steel in the 
near future. While the capacity for crude steel production expanded 
from around 90 Million Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) in 2011-12 to 
around 97 MTPA in 2012-13, the output of crude steel increased from 
74.29 MT to around 78 MT during this period. Further, India continues 
to be the world’s largest producer of sponge iron. 
The Central Public Sector Enterprises under the Ministry of Steel 
performed well during the year and their combined profit after tax 
stood at around Rs. 7,248 crore in the first three quarters of 2012-13. 
India and Afghanistan have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
regarding mutual cooperation in the iron and steel sector. The SAIL-
led Afghan Iron and Steel Consortium has won the status of ‘Preferred 
Bidder’ for mining exploration rights at Hajigak, Afghanistan, having 
reserves of around 1,770 MT of iron ore. 
To improve availability of iron ore to domestic iron and steel industry 
at affordable price, the Government has increased the export duty on 
iron ore to 30% ad valorem on most varieties. Steel Innovation Council 
for promotion of innovative ideas in steel sector has been setup in the 
Ministry of Steel. 

6.6.10 Mines
The Geological Survey of India has found huge deposits of copper at 
Mundiyawas Khera area, Alwar District, Rajasthan with a total ore 
reserve of23.46 MT. 
In the 34th International Geological Congress held in Brisbane, 
Australia in August, 2012, India won the bid to host the 36th 
International Geological Congress in 2020. This mega event in the field 
of Geology and Earth Sciences will be jointly hosted by the Ministries 
of Mines and Earth Sciences in the National Capital Region. Over 
7,000 geoscientists horn across the world are expected to participate 
in this event. 

6.6.11 teXtiLes
Under the Integrated Skill Development Scheme, 70,000 persons 
successfully completed training in 2012-13. Rs. 1900 crore has been 
provided under the scheme for training 15 lakh persons during the 
XII Plan. 
Under the Restructured Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme, 
an amount of Rs. 2,151 crore was released as subsidy in 2012-13. 
The scheme will be continued in the XII Plan with an outlay of Rs. 
11,952.80 crore. Under the Scheme for Integrated Textiles Parks, till 
date commercial production has commenced in 26 out of the 40 Textile 
Parks sanctioned, thus giving employment to 44,000 persons. Revival 
of the National Textile Corporation continued and 23 sick mills have 
been restarted till date, resulting in employment for 8500 mi 11 workers. 

6.6.12 handLooMs and handiCRaFts
The total value of handicraft exports in the year stood at US$ 4379 
million as compared to US$ 3,661 million in the previous year, thus 
registering an increase of 20%,. 
During the year, 17.5 lakh weavers were provided health insurance 
coverage under the Health Insurance Scheme. Also, 50,382 weavers’ 
credit cards were issued and loan amounting to Rs. 161.42 crore was 
sanctioned. 
Under the Restructuring, Revival & Reform package, loans of 24 apex 
and 4,065 primary weavers cooperative societies, 46,911 individual 
weavers and weavers of 6,314 Self Help Groups amounting to about 
Rs. 515 crore have been waived off. 

In 2012-13, more than 8 lakh artisans were provided with health 
insurance coverage under the Rajiv Gandhi Shilpi Swasthya Bima 
Yojana while 1.88 lakh artisans were provided life insurance cover 
under the Janashree Bima Yojana.

6.6.13 Cotton
During this year, 22.60 lakh bales of cotton were purchased by 
Cotton Corporation of India at a total cost of Rs. 5800 crore under 
the Minimum Support Price operation, thus providing relief to the 
cotton farmers. 

6.6.14 siLK
Research and Development in the sericulture sector has yielded 
encouraging results in the form of new variety of silk worm and 
improved variety of host plants. Production of raw silk increased from 
18,745 MT in 2007-08 to about 23,600 MT in 2012-13. Custom duty 
on import of raw silk has been increased from 5% to 15% to protect 
the interest of domestic sericulturists, most of whom belong to weaker 
sections of society. 
With effect from 1st January, 2013, the International Sericulture 
Commission, the inter-governmental organization of silk producing 
countries, has shifted to India consequent upon the election of an 
Indian nominee as its Secretary General. 

6.6.15 nationaL institute oF Fashion teChnoLoGy 
(niFt)
It has been decided to open a new NTFT Centre in Budgam, Jammu 
& Kashmir in which, as a special concession, 35% seats in admissions 
will be reserved for residents/domicile of Jammu & Kashmir. 

6.7 eneRGy
6.7.1 CoaL
With 3.3’% increase over the last year, coal production in the year 
aggregated 558 MT. 
The rules for auction by competitive bidding of coal mines were notified 
in December, 2012 and 17 coal blocks were offered for allocation 
to Government companies. Further, six more coal blocks, which 
are explored in detail and can be offered to private sector through 
competitive bidding, have been identified.
The Central Mine Planning & Design Institute Limited achieved an 
all time high drilling of 5.60 lakh metres which is 12% higher than the 
amount of drilling done last year. 

6.7.2 PoWeR
During 2012-13, power plants with aggregate generation capacity 
of 20,622 MW have been commissioned. This is the highest ever 
capacity addition in a single year beating the previous best of 20,502 
MW achieved last year. In a bid to remove fuel supply bottlenecks, 
Coal India Limited has signed Fuel Supply Agreements for thermal 
capacity of about 23,000 MW, thus setting into motion a process that 
has remained frozen for more than three years.
In 2012-13, projects worth Rs. 2,416 crore were sanctioned under the 
Restructured Accelerated Power Development & Reform Programme 
and 150 towns were integrated with the Data Centre. Cumulative 
sanction and releases under the programme have now reached Rs. 
33,832.17 crore and Rs. 6,931.49 crore, respectively. 
As a result of various energy efficiency measures adopted under the 
auspices of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency in 2012-13, the country 
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avoided the need for setting up of 1,010 MW 
generation capacity. 

6.7.3. PetRoLeuM and natuRaL Gas
In order to enhance exploration in the country, 
production sharing contracts were signed for 19 
exploration blocks under National Exploration 
Licencing Policy-IX (NELP-IX). These blocks 
will catalyze investment of about USS 773 
million. Concerted efforts were made to speed 
up security and other clearances for oil and 
gas blocks awarded over the last decade. 
Over 70 blocks, with about Rs. 1 lakh crore of 
investment that was long held up, were cleared 
by the Cabinet Committee on Investment. 
ONGC has made 22 and OIL has made 7 
hydrocarbon discoveries in the country. Private/JV companies have 
made six hydrocarbon discoveries. ONGC Videsh Limited is expected 
to produce 6.865 million metric tonnes (MMT) of oil and oil equivalent 
gas from its assets in North Sudan, South Sudan, Vietnam, Venezuela, 
Russia, Syria, Brazil and Columbia. The Government is encouraging 
national oil companies to aggressively pursue equity oil and gas 
opportunities overseas. 
The Prime Minister dedicated the Guru Gobind Singh Refinery of 9 
MT capacity at Bhatinda in Punjab to the nation. This refinery has been 
set up at a cost of Rs. 17,572 crore. The Prime Minister inaugurated the 
Kochi Refinery expansion project in Kerala (from 9.5 to 15.5 MMTPA) 
with an investment of Rs. 14,225 crore. This will be the single largest 
investment in Kerala and provide employment to local people. An 
MoU was signed between the Government of Rajasthan and HPCL 
for setting up a 9 MT capacity Refinery-cum- Petrochemical complex 
in Barmer district of Rajasthan with a capital investment of Rs. 37,230 
crore. 
India has become a refining hub. A total of 2 MMTPA of refining 
capacity was added augmenting the total refining capacity to 215 
MMTPA. This capacity is not only sufficient for domestic consumption 
but also for exports to 44 countries. Up to February 2013, exports 
of 58 MMT of petroleum products amounting to Rs. 2,92.115 crore 
took place. 
During this year, BSIV auto fuels supply was started to 10 more cities, 
namely Valsad, Karnal, Yamunanagar, Kurukshetra, Aligarh, Rae 
Bareilly, Unnao Silvasa, and Daman and Diu. With this, BSIV auto 
fuels arc now available in 30citics. 
To improve access to LPG in rural areas, Oil Marketing Companies 
(OMCs) have issued Letter of Intent for 901 rural LPG distributors in 
2012-13 under Rajiv Gandhi Gramin LPG Vitaran Yojana, in addition 
to the 1,749 already commissioned. 
The Dabhol-Bengaluru gas pipeline was commissioned by GAIL on 
18th February, 2013. The 1,000 kms pipeline, built at a cost of Rs. 
4,500 crore will carry gas from Dabhol LNG terminal into Bengaluru 
and feed industries in Belgaum, Dharwad, Gadag, Bellary, Davangere, 
Chitradurg, Tumkur, Ramanagram and Bengaluru. 

6.7.4 nuCLeaR eneRGy 
Installed nuclear power generation capacity in the country increased 
by 1.000 MW to 5.780 MW with the completion of the first reactor of 
the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project. Electricity generation from 

nuclear power reached a record high of 32,863 
million units during the year. 
At the same time, the Government continued to 
ensure the highest standards of nuclear safety. 
In a first of its kind, a safety review was carried 
out by the Operational Safety Review Team 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
at Units 3 and 4 of the Rajasthan Atomic 
Power Station. Parliament is considering the 
Nuclear Safety Regulatory Authority Bill, 2011 
for setting up a statutory and autonomous 
nuclear safety regulator. With the discovery of 
an additional 15,287 tonnes of uranium oxide 
reserves, the country’s total in-situ uranium 
reserves increased to 1,90,297 tonnes of 

uranium oxide.
To detect radiation risks, 57 units of the Indian Environmental 
Radiation Monitoring Network (IERMN) systems, which are solar 
powered with GSM communication, were installed at the police stations 
in Delhi. The total number of IERMON systems in the country has 
now reached 271. 

6.7.5 neW and ReneWaBLe eneRGy souRCes
With an addition of 3152 MW in 2012-13, the total installed capacity 
of grid-interactive renewable power reached about 28,000 MW. The 
total grid-interactive generation capacity in the country of wind power 
now stands at 19,051 MW, solar power at 1,686 MW, small hydro power 
at 3,632 M\V and bio-power at 3,697 MW. In distributed/off-grid 
renewable energy, the total addition during 2012-13 was 99.13 MW, 
with a cumulative installed capacity of 825MW.
The Jawaharlal Nhru National Solar Mission, which is aiming at adding 
20,000 MW of solar power capacity in the country by 2022. Phase-I of 
the Mission has been completed this year. Over 745 MW of solar power 
projects have been installed in the year 2012-13. A major objective of 
the Mission is to reduce and bring the cost of solar power generation 
to grid parity levels. 

6.8 tRansPoRt inFRastRuCtuRe
6.8.1 Roads
Total of 2,845 kms of National Highways were completed during the 
year under National Highways Development Programme (NHDP), 
which is the largest length of highways constructed in a year. Nearly 
1.300 kms of roads were completed in the North Eastern Region 
and Left Wing Extremism affected States. Anew Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction (EPC) mode of construction of roads 
for timely completion of road projects has been introduced. A policy 
of undertaking maintenance of the National Highways on Operation, 
Maintenance and Transfer (OMT) basis has been approved. 
The first inter-operable Electronic Toll Collection system has been 
implemented between Vadodara and Mumbai and will be expanded 
to other parts over the next two years. 

6.8.2 CiViL aViation
The Government has liberalized FDI in civil aviation by permitting 
investment up to 49% by foreign airlines in Indian companies operating 
scheduled and non-scheduled air transport services. 
In 2012-13, five domestic airports at Lucknow, Varanasi, Tiruchirapalli, 
Mangalore and Coimbatore were declared as International Airports. 
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New integrated terminals at Kolkata and 
Chennai airports constructed at a total cost 
of Rs. 4,340 crore were inaugurated. New 
terminals were opened at Ranchi, Raipur and 
Bhubaneshwar airports. 
To meet the ever growing requirement or 
professionally qualified personnel, it has been 
decided to set up a National Aviation University 
which will become functional from academic 
year 2014. 
The performance of Air India has improved. 
Cash losses have declined from Rs. 5,884 crore to 
Rs. 3,457 crore and the load factor has improved 
from 67.9% to 71.8%. On-time-performance has 
improved by 8.3%. 

6.8.3 shiPPinG
This year, the capacity of Major Ports increased from 696.53 to 748 
MMTPA. Thirty two new Projects with a capacity of 136.75 MMTPA 
and an estimated additional investment of about Rs. 6,765 crore were 
awarded. Two new major ports at West Bengal and in Andhra Pradesh 
are planned, which will add about 100 MMTPA of capacity. 
A Bill to declare the Lakhipar-Bhanga Stretch of River Barak in Assam 
as National Waterway - 6 has been introduced in the Rajya Sabha. The 
waterway will provide alternative connectivity to the North Eastern States. 

6.8.4 RaiLWays 
With a record loading of about 1010 MT in 2012-13, Indian Railways 
joined the select billion tonne club, joining USA, China and Russia. 
As many as 8.5 billion passengers were carried by the Railways. There 
has been an improvement of 4% in punctuality and 7.6% in safety. 
Infrastructure creation received a strong thrust in 2012-13 with the 
addition of over 500 kms of new lines, doubling of 705 kms and gauge 
conversion of 605 kms. Whereas, 1,317 km rail-line was electrified. 
Rolling stock production and acquisition was significant with 678 
locomotives, 4,023 coaches and 16,894 wagons added to the pool. 
Coach production got a boost with the commissioning of the Rae 
Bareilly Coach Factory. 
A new policy with five participative models for incentivizing private 
investment was rolled out for connecting ports, mines and industrial 
hubs. As many as 980 stations have been identified as Adarsh Stations, 
out of which 711 have already been completed. Bio-toilets are being 
introduced in select trains. 
Moreover, construction has commenced on various stretches of the 
Western and Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridors. The first major 
civil contract for track construction for a stretch of 343 kill between 
Khurja and Kanpur on the Eastern Freight Corridor, has been awarded. 

6.9 otheR initiatiVes ininFRastRuCtuRe 
deVeLoPMent 
6.9.1  inFRastRuCtuRe deBt Funds (idF) 
In order to resolve the problem of securing long-term financing for 
infrastructure projects and to address the asset-liability mismatch, 
the Government has set up IDFs which, through innovative means of 
credit enhancement, are expected to provide long-term low-cost debt 
for infrastructure projects. The issue of Tax Free Bonds amounting 
to Rs. 50,000 crore has been allowed for 20 13-14. These bonds will 

mobilize much needed long-term funds for 
infrastructure development. 

6.9.2 PuBLiC PRiVate PaRtneRshiPs 
(PPPs)
Public Private Partnerships bring in private 
sector resources and efficiencies in the creation 
of economic and social infrastructure assets. 
They also improve the quality of public services. 
India, in recent years, has emerged as one of the 
leading PPP markets in the world due to several 
policy and institutional initiatives taken by the 
government. Till date, there are over 900 PPP 
projects with Total Project Cost of Rs. 5,43,045 
crore. These projects are at different stages of 
implementation. In 2012-13, 27 projects with 

a total project cost of around Rs. 27,904 crore were approved by the 
PPP Appraisal Committee. 

6.9.3 nationaL sKiLL deVeLoPMent CoRPoRation 
(ndC)
NSDC was formed as a Public Private Partnership in 2008-09 to catalyze 
private sector involvement for providing job-oriented skills training 
to 15 crore people by 2022, in 20 focus sectors. 
Till March 2013, the NSDC has committed funds to 100 projects 
covering training proposals and Sector Skill Council initiatives. NSDC- 
approved partners had established presence in 324 districts spread 
across 25 states and 2 UTs through 2,364 physical and mobile training 
facilities. Capacity creation by NSDC partners has taken place not just 
in the bigger cities and towns, but also in remote and far-Hung areas, 
and small towns and villages. 
Over 4.58 lakh people have been trained at various NSDC partner 
institutions. More than 2.94 lakh of those trained have either been 
placed in jobs by the NSDC partners, or have been gainfully self-
employed following the training they received.

6.10 taXation
6.10.1 e-GoVeRnanCe in the inCoMe taX dePaRtMent
A comprehensive computerization programme is being implemented 
in the Income Tax Department. The programme will establish a 
taxpayer friendly regime, increase the tax-base, improve supervision 
and generate more revenue. The new system of E-filing IT returns 
offers personalized online services. Project Refund Banker enables 
efficient and safe delivery of Income Tax refunds. Whereas, the Project 
E-payment allows easy payment of taxes anytime, anywhere. 

6.10.2  24 – houR CustoMs CLeaRanCes
Round the clock customs clearances at sea ports at Chennai, Jawaharlal 
Nehru Port Trust, Naba Sahar, Kandla and Kolkata and at airports 
at Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi and Mumbai for certain categories of 
imports and exports, have been implemented since September, 2012 
on a pilot basis.

6.11 CoMMeRCe and tRade
Despite the sluggish world economy negatively impacting overall 
exports, services, pharmaceuticals and agriculture showed resilience 
and registered outstanding performance. average annual growth rate 
for services exports for the last decade is 25%. 
Pharmaceuticals contributed 4.79% of total exports and hold fifth 
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position among principal products exported by 
India. Pharma exports have consistently shown 
a cumulative annual growth rate of more than 
15% in the past few years. The growth rate this 
year was over 13%. Export of agriculture and 
allied products rose by over 40%. 
India is actively engaging in regional and 
bilateral negotiations with its trading partner 
countries to diversify and expand the markets 
for its exports. So far, India has signed 10 Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs) and five Preferential 
Trade Agreements which are already in force. 
India is currently negotiating 17 FTAs. 
The ASEAN-India Agreements on Trade in 
Services and Investment were endorsed in 
December, 2012. This agreement has given india a foothold in the 
over US$ 500 billion market in the biggest services trading block after 
EU and NAFTA. 

6.12  CentRaL PuBLiC seCtoR enteRPRises 
(CPses) 
Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited and GAIL (India) Limited were 
granted Maharatna status this year bringing the total number 
of Maharatnas to seven. Revised guidelines on Corporate Social 
Responsibility and Sustainability were issued, emphasizing responsible 
conduct at all times in the interest of all key stakeholders, including 
employees, and underlining the need for ethical practices and 
transparency in business. a Working Group to review the existing 
MoU System submitted its report in October, 2012. 
The revival of 44 sick CPSEs, envisaging a total assistance of Rs. 
27,250 crore, has been approved based on the recommendations of 
the Board for Reconstruction of Public Sector Enterprises. Of these, 
22 CPSEs posted profit during 2011-12, with 15 sick CPSEs posting 
profit consecutively for three years or more. 

6.13  disinVestMent as a ContinuinG MeasuRe 
oF eConoMiC ReFoRMs 
The Government raised Rs. 23,956 crore by divesting minority 
shareholding, while retaining management control, in seven CPSEs 
and by getting the National Building Construction Corporation listed 
on Stock Exchanges. From the financial year 2013-14, disinvestment 
proceeds will be deposited in the National Investment Fund and these 
proceeds will be available for the recapitalization needs of Public Sector 
Banks, Public Sector Insurance Companies and CPSEs. The proceeds 
will also be available for equity support to Metro Projects and budgetary 
support to the Railways. 

6.14  CaBinet CoMMittee 0n inVestMent 
The Cabinet Committee on Investment (CCI) has been set up to expedite 
decisions on statutory approvals and clearances for implementation of 
projects. This is improving the investment environment by bringing 
transparency, efficiency and accountability in grant of approvals and 
sanctions. The CCI took decisions in respect of a number of oil and 
gas, power and coal projects.

7. sustaininG the enViRonMent
“Through planned economic development, India aims 
to attain economic growth and poverty alleviation, 

and doing so in a sustainable manner. 
This is all the more important since 
a significant segment of India’s 
population, particularly the rural 
poor, depends on natural resources 
for their subsistence and earning 
their livelihood. The poor need to be 
fully factored in when we deliberate 
the calculus of growth, which can be 
sustained only if natural resources 
are managed on a sustainable basis”.

Dr. Manmohan Singh

Prime Minister

7.1 nationaL aCtion PLan on CLiMate 
ChanGe (naPCC)
Eight National Missions are being implemented under the NAPCC. 
During the XII Five Year Plan, a low carbon sustainable development 
strategy in specific sectors will be implemented to help achieve the 
domestic goal of reducing emissions intensity of output by 20-25% 
by 2020 in comparison with 2005 levels. 

7.2 FoRest ConseRVation
To help the States carry out protection, conservation, and regeneration 
of natural forests in addition to compensatory afforestation, Rs. 927.59 
crore was released to the State Level Compensatory Afforestation Fund 
Management and Planning Authorities. 

7.3 nationaL GReen tRiBunaL
The Bhopal Bench of the National Green Tribunal was inaugurated 
on 7th April, 2013. The Pune and Kolkata benches of the Tribunal arc 
likely to start functioning shortly. Of the 644 cases filed in the Tribunal 
until 28th February, 2013, 378 have been disposed. 

7.4 Mission CLean GanGa
The Government constituted a Committee under the Chairmanship 
of Shri B.K. Chaturvedi, Member, Planning Commission to suggest, 
among other things, the environmental flow requirement that could be 
prescribed for various tributaries of Ganga in the upper reaches and 
to recommend innovative means of abating pollution in river Ganga. 
The Committee has submitted its report which is under consideration 
of the Government. 

7.5 hostinG oF CoP-11 By india
In October 2012, India successfully hosted the eleventh Conference 
of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Hyderabad. 
The event provided India with an opportunity to consolidate, scale-up 
and showcase its strengths in the field of biodiversity. One of the most 
important outcomes of this Conference was the commitment made 
by the parties to double the total biodiversity-related international 
financial resource flows to developing countries by 2015. At the 
conference, the Prime Minister launched the ‘Hyderabad Pledge’, 
wherein he announced earmarking USS 50 million during India’s 
Presidency of the Conference of Parties to strengthen the institutional, 
technical and human capabilities for biodiversity conservation in 
India, and to promote similar capacity building in other developing 
countries. 
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7.6 nationaL PLan FoR ConseRVation oF 
aQuatiC eCo-systeMs (nPCa)
For conservation of lakes and wetlands, the Government formulated 
a new scheme, namely, the National Plan for Conservation of 
Aquatic Eco-systems. The scheme aims at holistic conservation and 
restoration of lakes and wetlands for achieving desired levels of water 
quality besides improving the biodiversity and ecosystem. It will be 
implemented in the Xllth Plan Period at an estimated cost of Rs. 900 
crore with cost sharing of 70:30/90:10 between the Centre and State 
Governments. 

7.7 BiosPheRe ReseRVes
Biosphere Reserves are areas of terrestrial and coastal ecosystem which 
are internationally recognized within the framework of the Man and the 
Biospshere programme of the UNESCO. Achanakrnar-Arnarkantak 
Biosphere Reserve spread over Anuppur and Dindori districts of 
Madhya Pradesh and Bilaspur district of Chattisgarh, was included in 
the World Network of Biosphere Reserves of UNESCO in July, 2012. 

8.  neW hoRiZons 
“The thought behind the Aadhaar Card is very simple 
– give the common man an identity and a document 
for it. It also enables every person to ensure his or 
her right to get public services. Our under privileged 
brothers and sisters will be empowered to get what 
is their’s from the system.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi
Chairperson, UPA

8.1  sCienCe & teChnoLoGy 
81.1. stRenGtheninG, sCienCe, teChnoLoGy and 

innoVation in FRastRuCtuRe 
The year 2013, being marked as the centenary of the indian science 
Congress association, was observed as ‘Year of Science’ in India. 
The Government enunciated a new Science, Technology and 
Innovation Policy in 2013 with emphasis on innovations in science 
and technology sector. The policy aims to enhance India’s global 
competitiveness and to link science and high technology to the national 
developmental agenda. it also aims to integrate science. research 
and innovation systems so that India emerges as one of the premier 
knowledge powers in science. 
In order to develop human capacity for 
industrially relevant R&D, the Government’s 
Science and Engineering Research Board and 
Confederation of Indian Industry have joined 
hands to institute the Prime Minister’s Doctoral 
Fellowships. As many as 28 fellowships were 
awarded during the 100th Session of Indian 
Science Congress in January, 2013. 
The Government’s initiative for promotion of 
science in schools and colleges has progressed 
impressively. Against a target of 10 lakh awards 
ill the five-year period beginning 2009-10, 8.5 
lakh students in the age group of 10-15 have 
been given Innovation in Science Pursuit for 
Inspired Research (INSPIRE) awards in the first 

four years. 
The Biotechnology Ignition Grant (BIG) scheme was launched to stimulate 
commercialization of research discoveries through early stage grants of  
up to Rs. 50 lakh to potential entrepreneurs from academia, start-ups 
or individuals for developing and maturing exciting biotechnology-
related discoveries into marketable products or intellectual property. 
So far, 22 BIG innovators have been awarded grants.
To harness technology assets of various scientific departments and 
institutions involved in the developmental processes of the North 
East, the Government is establishing an institution, namely, the North 
East Centre tor Technology Application and Reach. It will provide a 
mechanism for extension of technologies for economic development in 
the region. In order to promote equity and inclusion, the Government 
has created a special fund as part of Science and Engineering Research 
Board for scientists belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes. 
Implementation of National Data Sharing and Access Policy was 
initiated with the launch of Open Government data portal www.
data.gov.in. As of 4th April, 2013 more than 340 data sets have been 
populated for use by civil society. It will open up government-owned 
data for meeting civil society needs and developing applications for 
servicing the common man. 

8.1.2 neW PRoduCts and seRViCes 
A high quality rice variety, Samba Mahsuri, with excellent resistance to 
the serious Bacterial Blight disease, has been developed by the scientific 
community and released for commercial cultivation. 
While short-term (up to three days) weather forecast has improved, 
now-casting (forecast up to 24 hours) has been initiated for 117 cities. 
The three-hourly forecasts during the Amarnath Yatra and Kumbh Mela 
were well received. Cyclone track and landfall forecast has improved to 
115 and 80 km respectively. Over 3.5 million farmers in 585 districts of 
the country have benefited directly by Agro-meteorological  Advisory 
Service for crop specific advisories. 
The first indigenous drug for Malaria, developed under a Public 
Private Partnership programme for drug discovery to treat neglected 
diseases, was commercialized on the World Malaria day (25 April) last 
year. An initiative for e-Health Centre as a platform for data-driven, 
cloud-enabled research such as disease surveillance and for affordable 
delivery of healthcare in remote areas was successfully implemented 
and tested at Chausala village in Haryana. 
The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was ranked 82nd 
globally and 17th in Asia, among 3,290 institutions in the Scimago 

Institutions Ranking World Report 2012. This 
is the first time an Indian institute has featured 
in the top 100 global scientific institutions. 

8.2 sPaCe PRoGRaMMe
A milestone in India’s space history was 
achieved, when the successful launch of the 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) C-21 
on 9 September, 20 12 marked our 100th space 
mission. A number of satellites were placed in 
the orbit during the three PSLV launches in the 
year, including the French satellite SPOT-6, 
the heaviest commercial satellite launched by 
PSLV so far; the Indo-French satellite SARAL; 
and the Japanese satellite PROITERES. in 
addition, the advanced communication 
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satellite GSAT-l 0, which is the heaviest satellite built in the country 
so far, was launched from French Guyana. A GAGAN (GPS Aided 
Geo Augmented Navigation) satellite was also launched to enhance 
the accuracy of positioning information obtained from the Global 
Positioning System (GPS) satellites.
The development of the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV) using an indigenous cryogenic engine made significant 
progress, with successful tests of major sub-systems. Final assembly 
of the GSLV is underway, and the launch of GSAT-14 satellite using 
GSLV is scheduled to take place shortly. 
The Government approved a Mars arbiter Mission ‘Mangalyaan” for 
scientific study of the Martian surface, atmosphere and mineralogy. The 
spacecraft is expected to be launched in October this year.

8.3 inFoRMation and BRoadCastin
The Ministry of information and Broadcasting is implementing 
digitisation of Cable TV Networks in the country in four phases to be 
completed by December, 2014. This will usher a new era in broadcasting 
and will put India in the league of advanced countries which are already 
harvesting the benefits of digitization. 
The first phase of Cable TV digitization was successfully completed 
in Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata from 31st October, 2012.Around 8.5 
million Cable TV subscribers became digital in Phase I cities. 
Phase-II of the digitization initiative has also been successfully 
implemented in 38 cities. A total of 9 million cable TV subscribers 
have already become digital in Phase-Il cities. registering an overall 
achievement of about 85% including DTH. 

8.3.2 eXPansion or PRiVate FM Radio stations 
Following the resolution of pending issues by Empowered Group of 
Ministers, the decks have been cleared for the auction for phase-Ill of 
839 new private FM Radio channels covering all cities with population 
of over one lakh persons. The auction will be completed in 2013-14. 
· CoMMunity Radio stations 
Community Radio Stations have started to provide an opportunity for 
people to air their grievances, express their demands and rights and 
contribute to the preservation of their cultural heritage. Permission 
has been given to 400 Community Radio Stations. Currently, 148 
Community Radio Stations are in operation. 
· CoMMittee FoR FaCiLitation and PRoMotion oF 
FlLMs 
To facilitate foreign film makers, both domestic and foreign and 
to promote co-production with other countries, a single window 
clearance mechanism is being created by way of a Committee for 
Facilitation and Promotion of Films. 

8.4.  touRisM 
Foreign Tourist Arrivals in India during 2012 reached 6.65 million 
with a growth of 5.4% over the year 2011. Foreign exchange earnings 
during 2012 reached Rs. 94,487 crore with a growth of 21.8% in rupee 
terms over the year 2011. 
two new campaigns were launched in the year - the second stage of 
Incredible India International Campaign, ‘Find What You Seek’ and 
the second domestic campaign, ‘Go Beyond’. 
Under the flagship scheme ‘Hunar-se-Rozgar ‘ which aims at imparting 
employable skills among 8th class pass youth in the hospitality and 
service sector, more than 35,000 persons were trained in the first 11 

months of 2012-13 against the yearly target of 36000 persons. To widen 
the scope of the scheme, new trades like tourist vehicle drivers, stone 
masons. security guards, golf caddies and tourist facilitators have been 
added in the training schedules. 
Under the Campaign Clean India, 26 monuments have been identified 
for adoption, in consultation with leading corporate houses. ITDC was 
the first Corporation to volunteer; it bas adopted the Qutub Minar, 
Delhi.

8.5  sPoRt’s 
Under the Project ‘Operation Excellence for London Olympics, 2012’, 
which continued up to the conclusion of the London Olympics and 
London Paralyrnpics, 2012. an amount of  Rs. 142.47 crore was spent 
for aiding the preparation of 732 probable athletes. The project yielded 
remarkable results with the country getting six medals in the London 
Olympics, the highest ever medal haul for India in the Olympics. The 
country also won one silver medal in the London Paralympics. 

8.6 CuLtuRe
8.6.1 CoMMeMoRations
Various programmes and projects, including digitization of selected 
works of Pandit Motilal Nehru and re-publication of Nehru Report, 
were approved as part of the 150th birth anniversary celebrations of 
Pandit Motilal Nehru. 
As part of the 150th birth anniversary celebration of Swami 
Vivekananda, a Chair has been established in University of Chicago 
for which a corpus of US$ 1 million has been provided to perpetuate 
the memory of Swami Vivekananda. A plaque with an image of Swami 
Vivekananda was also installed in the premises of Art Institute of 
Chicago, where Swami Vivekananda delivered his famous Chicago 
Address in 1893 during the World Parliament of Religions. A set of 
commemorative postage stamps and coins was also released. 
The first “Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony’, instituted in the 
memory of Gurudev Rabindra Nath Tagore during his 150th birth 
anniversary celebrations, was conferred on Pandit Ravi Shankar, the 
well-known sitar maestro. 
The Government also decided to assist Benaras Hindu University for 
development of the Malviya Bhawan in its campus with two centres, 
namely the Centre of Renewal of Ethics and Values, and Institute of 
South East Asian studies. 
The 90th anniversary of the publication of the poem ‘Bidrohi ‘ by Kazi 
Nazrul Islam was jointly organized by India and Bangladesh. 
· aRChaeoLoGiCaL suRVey oF india
The 150th anniversary of Archaeological Survey of India (AS!) was 
celebrated during the year (ASl) has been undertaking conservation/
structural repair of 3,678 protected monuments including conservation 
works in foreign countries. 
· nationaL MonuMent authoRity
The National Monument Authority, set up for protection and 
preservation of monuments, has so far accepted 1,379 proposals while 
rejecting 20 such requests. Under the amended Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 34 competent authorities 
have been appointed in consultation with the respective State 
Governments. 
· nationaL CounCiL oF sCienCe MuseMus
he National Council of Science Museums completed four new Science 
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Centres at Raipur, Jaipur, Coimbatore and Pune and a sub-Regional 
Science Centre in Jorhat, besides expansion of Science City, Kolkata 
during the year. 
· unesCo insCRiPtion
Thirty nine locations in the Western Ghats in the States of Kerala, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra have been included as 
World Heritage Sites in the UNESCO World Heritage List during the 
36th session of World Heritage Committee held in July, 2012 at S1. 
Petersburg, Russia. 
· CuLtuRaL eXChanGe PRoGRaMMes
The Ministry of Culture signed Cultural Exchange Programmes 
with Trinidad & Tobago, Thailand, Egypt, Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, 
Myanmar, Tajikistan and Russia during the year for dissemination 
of Indian art and culture in foreign countries. Funds were released 
to Indo-Foreign Friendship Societies through 45 Indian Missions 
during the year. 

8.7 deVeLoPMent oF youth
The Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development was 
upgraded as an Institute of National Importance with effect from 19th 
November, 2012, to provide youth with a conducive environment and 
tools that will enable them to realize their potential. 

8.8 india Post oF the MoVe
A project with investment of Rs. 4,909 crore has been approved for 
the modernization and computerization of all post offices in the 
country, including over 1.3 lakh branch post offices in rural areas. 
The core banking project. which 101111S pan of the IT project, will 
be implemented in departmental post offices by 2014. Simultaneously, 
Direct Benefits Transfer (DBT) through post offices is being rolled 
out from October, 2013 in 51 districts. A Mobile Money Remittance 
service was launched in selected post offices in Kerala, Bihar, Delhi 
and Punjab. An Electronic Indian Postal Order service was started 
for enabling citizens abroad to file RTI applications. More than 27 
lakh residents in rural areas have been covered under rural postal life 
insurance during the year. 

8.9  aadhaaR Based diReCt BeneFits 
tRansFeR(dBt) 
To address the problem of leakages, corruption, delays and poor 
targeting, the Government is shifting several beneficiary oriented 
schemes to a direct transfer mode, using the Aadhaar platform. This 
programme will have far reaching consequences for how government 
benefits are delivered and monitored and will 
accelerate process re-engineering across 
government institutions. oBt was rolled out 
for 26 schemes in 43 districts spread over 16 
States in January, 2013. The total number of 
beneficiaries at present is more than 16.65 lakh 
and is rapidly increasing. 
The Phase-II of DBT roll out will begin from 
1st July, 2013 in 78 districts, bringing the total 
number of districts under DBT to 121 and 
covering one-fifth of the country. Three pension 
schemes under the National Social Assistance 
Programme will be covered by DBT Moreover, 
transfer of LPG subsidy through DBT is being 
rolled out in May.

9. ManaGinG disasteRs
“In recent years, climate change has posed fresh new 
challenges that our disaster management strategies 
should be able to cope with. These are in the form 
of the increased intensity and frequency of disasters 
like floods, cyclones and droughts. It is estimated 
that the chances of future extreme events would be 
much higher than what they are today because of 
the changes that continue to occur in our climate 
patterns. We must therefore ensure that disaster 
preparedness and development of adequate disaster 
response mechanisms receive priority attention.”

Dr. Manmohan Singh
Prime Minister

9.1 disasteR – sPeCiFiC GuideLines and 
MainstReaMinG oF disasteR ConCeRns
The National Disaster Management Authority has so far issued 18 guidelines 
and 11 reports covering multiple facets of disaster management at the  
operational level. A handbook for training and capacity building of civil 
defence and sister organizations has also been released.

9.2 nationaL disasteR ResPonse FoRCe 
(ndRF)
During the year, NDRF deployed its personnel along with necessary 
equipment to deal with calamities like floods and cyclonic storms in various 
parts of the country and over 35,000 people were rescued.

9.3  ReLieF FoR natuRaL CaLaMities 
An amount of Rs. 5208 crore of central share of State Disaster Response 
Fund was released to the States. Also, financial assistance of ~ 2810 crore 
was provided to different States from the National Disaster Response 
Fund for the management of immediate relief operation in areas affected 
by calamities of severe nature. 

9.4  ReLieF FoR MajoR CaLaMitles 
9.4.1 FLoods in assaM 
assam was affected by severe successive floods in 2012. Logistic support 
was provided immediately in the form of deployment of National Disaster 
Response Force and air support by Air Force for carry\ng out rescue and 
relief operations. An amount of Rs. 536.57 crore was also approved from 
the National Disaster Response Fund.

9.4.2. CyCLone ‘niLaM’
In October, cyclone ‘Nilam’ affected the States 
of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. Immediate 
logistic support was provided and an amount 
of Rs. 417.12 crore was approved for Andhra 
Pradesh from the National Disaster Response 
Fund. 

9.4.3. siKKiM FLash FLood/
LandsLide/CLoudBuRst
During 2012, Sikkirn was affected by severe 
successive flash floods, landslide and cloudburst. 
For carrying out rescue and relief operations, the 
Army, Indo-Tibetan Border Police and National 
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Disaster Response Force were deployed and air support was provided by 
the Air Force. An amount of Rs. 93.76 crore was approved as relief from 
the National Disaster Response Fund.

9.4.4 uttaRaKhand FLash FLood/Landside/
CLoudBuRst 
Uttarakhand was affected by severe cloudburst, flash floods and landslide 
in 2012. Logistic support was provided immediately in the form of relief 
material, deployment of Army, Air Force, Indo- Tibetan Border Police 
and National Disaster Response Force. Roads, telecommunication and 
power lines were immediately restored. an amount of Rs. 75.76 crore 
was approved from the National Disaster Response Fund. 

10. addRessinG sPeCiaL deVeLoPMent 
needs 

“We have made remarkable progress in the last few 
years in Jammu and Kashmir, under the leadership 
of and personal interest taken by our Prime Minister. 
Economic development has gathered pace. The launch 
of rail services in the valley, is an example of how 
much infrastructure connectivity have expanded. 
A number of popular training and placement 
programmes for youth have been started. We will 
continue to work for peace and normalcy and 
development in all regions of the state.”

Smt. Sonia Gandhi
Chairperson, UPA

10.1 the noRth-east 
10.1.1 tRansPoRt suBsidy/FReiGht suBsidy sCheMe 
The Transport Subsidy Scheme 1971 was revised and a Freight Subsidy 
Scheme was notified in January, 2013. 

10.1.2 inFRastRuCtuRe deVeLoPMent 
Eighty one infrastructure projects, with an estimated cost of Rs. 908.32 
crore were sanctioned and Rs. 775.00 crore were released under the Non-
Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) scheme. Also, 55 projects 
involving Rs. 471 crore were completed during this period. 
NLCPR Central Scheme was introduced from the financial year 2012-13. 
Under this scheme, one project viz. Tuirial Hydro Electric Project (60 MW) 
in Mizoram with a cost of Rs. 35.97 crore was sanctioned. 
The North Eastern Council (NEC) has sanctioned 31 projects under 
the agriculture and allied sector, eight new schemes under the power, 
nine projects under industry, 11 projects under tourism and 18 projects 
under science & technology. NEC completed the construction of 237 
Ian of roads, 11 schemes under power sector and six schemes under  

agriculture and allied sector. In collaboration with the Airports Authority 
of India, NEC has taken up the infrastructure upgradation works in five 
airports [Guwahati, Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Irnphal and Shillong (Umroi)] in 
the North Eastern Region. 

10.1.3 seCuRinG PeaCe 
The security situation in the North East improved considerably in 2012. A 
Memorandum of Settlement was signed with the factions of Dima Halam 
Daogah of Dima Hasao in Assam. Three Meitei insurgent groups, viz., the 
United Revolutionary Front comprising various factions of Kangleipak 
Communist Party, the Kanglcipak Communist Party (Lamphel) factions 
and the factions of Kanglei Yawal Kanna Lup also signed Memorandum of 
Understanding and laid down their arms. The Naga peace talks continued 
along with cease fire with all factions of the National Socialist Council of 
nagaland. 

10.2  jaMMu&.KashMiR 
10.2.1 ReLieF and RehaBiLltation oF MiGRants and 
PeRsons
AFFECTED BY MILlTANCY 
Implementation of the Prime Minister’s package for return and 
rehabilitation of Kashmiri Migrants continued during the year. For 
transit accommodation, 405 units have been constructed until now. 
During this year, cash relief to the eligible Kashmiri migrants staying in 
Jammu and delhi was enhanced from Rs. 1,250 per head per month to 
Rs. 1,650. The ceiling for such relief was also raised from RS. 5.000 per 
month to Rs. 6,600. 

10.2.2 sPeCiaL tasK FoRCe FoR jaMMu and LadaKh 
ReGions 
An allocation of Rs. 300 crore has been made for implementing the 
projects recommended for Jammu and Ladakh regions. Work on most of 
the projects has started. 

10.2.3 LaKe ConseRVation 
For resettlement and rehabilitation of families living in and around Dal 
and Nageen lakes in Srinagar, an amount of Rs. 83.18 crore was released. 

10.2.4 sKiLL deVeLoPMent and eMPLoyMent 
Continuing with the Skill Empowerment and Employment Scheme called 
“Himayat ‘ and the Special Industry Initiative known as ‘Udaan’, until now 
5,62R youth have been trained under the fanner, of which 3,642 have been 
placed. Under the latter, 221 candidates completed training, of which 110 
were offered jobs while six candidates want to start their own ventures. 

10.2.5 eLeCtRiCity
Forest, Environment and Wildlife clearances were obtained for execution 
of the Pakal Dui (1,000 MW) hydro-electric project. A total of 174 un-
electrified and 2,777 Partially Electrified villages have been electrified 
and BPL connections have been provided to 52104 households until 28th 
February, 2013. 

10.2.6 PeaCe diVidend
Last year, Jammu and Kashmir saw a perceptible improvement in 
terms of peace and tranquillity and on all the parameters of terrorist 
violence. The Valley has been comparatively free of major law and order 
problem. The number of terrorist incidents in 20 12 was the lowest 
since the start of insurgency in J&K about two decades ago. There has 
been a 37.66% increase in the number of tourists visiting the State as 
compared to the last year. v
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K. Kamaraj was one of the most popular 
Presidents of Indian National 
Congress of post-independent India. 

He had the distinction of being the Congress 
President with the first three Prime Ministers 
– Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri 
and Smt. Indira Gandhi.  He presided over 
three plenary sessions of INC – Bhubaneswar 
(1964), Durgapur (1965) and Jaipur (1966).

Kumaraswami Kamaraj  was  born in 
Virudhunagar on July 15, 1903 in a poor family 
belonging to one of the depressed classes in 
Tamil Nadu.  Due to the poor economic 
condition of his parents, Kumaraswami 
dropped out of school soon after his primary 
education.  The Jalliawalla Bagh massacre, in 
April 1919, influenced many young minds 
throughout the country.  Kamaraj, then 16, 
was also amongst the millions of youth in 
the country whose patriotism was ignited 
by the fire of the Jallianwalla Bagh episode 
which became a turning point in India’s 
freedom struggle.  Pt. Motilal Nehru took 
over the Congress President at the Amritsar 
session of INC, and the Gandhi era has just 
about begun.

In 1921, by when Gandhiji had become 
the ‘supreme commander’ of the country’s 
freedom movement, Kamaraj joined the 
Indian National Congress during Gandhiji’s 
visit to Madurai.  He actively participated in 
the Noncooperation Movement organising 
meetings of the Congress in rural areas and 
small townships.  In 1923, when Kamaraj 
was twenty, he had the good fortune of being 
handpicked by S. Satyamurthy, one of the 
top leaders of Madras (now TN) Congress.  

k. kAmARAj:  
symbOL Of  
sELfLEssnEss, sImpLICITy

The young Kumarswami became one of the 
chief lieutenant’s of Satyamurthy and, along 
with him, threw his lot with S. Srinivasa 
Iyengar, who had succeeded Sarojini Naidu as 
Congress President in 1926.  Srinivasa Iyengar 
was also a close associate and admirer of Pt. 
Motilal Nehru, under whose influence he had 
joined the Swaraj party..

Kamaraj was arrested for the first time during 
the Salt Satyagraha movement in Tamil 
Nadu led by Rajaji (C. Rajagopalachari, 
who later become the first Indian Governor 
General).  He was imprisoned six times, 
for a total of 3000 days, in the 1930 Civil 
Disobedience Movement and the 1942 Quit 
India Movement.  Kamaraj was elected to 
the Madras Assembly in 1937 and again 
re-elected in 1946 when he also became a 
member of the Constituent Assembly of 
India.  When India won independence in 
1947, Kamaraj was 44 year old.

K. Kamaraj was elected President of TNCC in 
1940 and continued in the post for 14 years till 
1954.  He succeeded Rajaji as Chief Minister 
of Madras (TN) in 1954, at the age of 51, and 
remained the CM till 1963.  During his nine 
years stint, Tamil Nadu earned the reputation 
of being one of the best administred states of 
India where industrial production was given 
the highest priority.  R. Venkataraman, who 
was to later became the President of India, 
was the Industry Minister in Kamaraj’s 
Cabinet.  

In 1963, Congress lost three byelections 
to the Lok Sabha.  The Opposition leaders 
who defeated the Congress candidates were 

Acharya Kriplani, 
R am  Man oh ar 
Lohia and Mino 
Masani.  All these 
t h r e e  l e a d e r s 
were opposition 
s t a l w a r t s  w h o 
were bitter critics 
of the Congress.  
T h e i r  v i c t or y 
came as a rude 
shock to the top 
leadership of the 
Party.  Kamaraj suggested to Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru that senior leaders of the 
Congress must leave ministerial posts and 
take up organizational work to reverse the 
erosion of party’s popularity amongst the 
masses.  

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru approved the proposal 
and, in what became popular as “Kamaraj 
Plan”, six Union Ministers and six Chief 
Ministers resigned to take up party work.  The 
Union Ministers included Morarji Desai, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri and Jagjivan Ram.  Bakshi 
Ghulam Mohammad (then known as PM 
of J&K) and Biju Patnaik of Orissa, besides 
K. Kamaraj himself, were amongst the Chief 
Ministers who gave up office.  Shastriji was, 
however, recalled as a Minister without 
Portfolio when Pt. Nehru suffered a stroke 
during the AICC session in Bhubaneswar in 
January 1964.  Earlier, Kamaraj was elected 
President of Indian National Congress on 
October 9, 1963. 

It  was  in  t he  cha l l eng ing  p ol i t i c a l 
circumstances after the demise of Pt. 

Praveen Davar
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Jawaharlal Nehru in 1964, and of Lal Bahadur 
Shastri in 1966, that Kamaraj’s historic role in 
choosing their respective successors earned 
him the sobriquet of “King Maker”.  Though 
Kamaraj managed to have Shastriji elected by 
consensus with the tacit consent of Indiraji, 
Morarji Desai who lost the battle did not 
agree with the same formula to be applied 
after Shastriji’s death.  He forced a contest 
in the Congress Parlimentary Party (CPP) 
against Smt. Indira Gandhi.  However, with 
Kamaraj’s backing, along with  that of Y.B. 
Chavan, Babu Jagjivan Ram, C. Subramaniam 
and Sardar Swaran Singh, Indiraji won with a 
comfortable majority of 355 to 169 votes – a 
margin of 186 votes.

In 1967, when the Congress won by a slender 
majority and Morarji Desai again wanted 
to contest for leadership of CPP,  Kamaraj, 
along with the so called Syndicate (who were 
mostly supporters of Morarji Desai) managed 
to prevail upon him to withdraw and accept 
Deputy Prime Ministership under Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi.   Desai agreed after 
Kamaraj used all his sharp political skills 
to make the rigid leader see reason and 
compromise.  However, Indiraji allocated 
Desai the Finance portfolio against his 
personal choice of Home Affairs.  This, later, 
led to friction in the Cabinet and Morarji 
ultimately quit the government on the issue 
of bank nationalization.  Majority opinion 
of Congressmen was in favour of Indiraji’s 
proposal to nationalize the banks which 
Morarji Desai and the Syndicate opposed 
tooth and nail.

Kamaraj lost the Lok Sabha election in 
1967 from Virudhnagar constituency to an 
unknown student leader and this effected 
his prestige in the Congress, He, however, 
won later from Nagercoil Lok Sabha seat 
in a byelection.  In the 1969 Congress split 
Kamaraj sided with Morarji Desai and the 
Syndicate who had formed the Congress (O) 
following the divide.  Kamaraj died in 1972 
and was posthumously awarded the Bharat 
Ratna for exceptional services rendered to the 
nation.  In 1985 Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
unveiled his statue in the heart of New Delhi. 

Kamaraj’s high integrity, simplicity and 
selflessness inspired many Congressmen of 
his generation and continues to do so even 
today, especially in South India where he 
remains one of the biggest icons. v

based on the Rangachary Committee report. 
• Public Sector investment has been fast-

tracked and I have estimated that over Rs 
120,000 crores has been invested by major 
Public Sector Units last year. 

• Infrastructure Debt Funds have been rolled 
out. 

• Sugar has been fully decontrolled. 
• Railways have corrected their fares for the 

first time in a decade.
• Construction has begun on the Dedicated 

Freight Corridor. 
• The investment policy for urea has been 

approved. 
• Gas pricing has been corrected to reflect 

market realities better. 
• Procedural improvements have been made 

in the road sector to improve the economic 
viability of projects. 

I could go on, but my purpose was only to 
show that we have acted on several fronts. We 
will persevere with these initiatives and I hope 
that their impact will be felt in the second half 
of this year. 

I would not like to make a forecast of what our 
growth will be in the year 2013-14. The IMF 
has recently reduced its earlier projection of 
growth rates for all countries including India, 
for 2013. We had targeted 6.5 percent growth 
at the time the Budget was presented. But it 
looks as if it will be lower than that. 

Industrial growth has not yet recovered. 
However, I am happy to say that agriculture 
looks well set to show a good performance. In 
fact, one of the important achievements of our 
Government is that agricultural performance 
has improved considerably. In the Tenth Plan 
period agriculture grew at 2.4 percent. In the 
Eleventh Plan period it grew at the rate 3.6 
percent. In the Twelfth Plan we have targeted 
4 percent growth for our agricultural sector. I 
am hopeful that the current year, with the rains 
being plentiful thus far, agriculture will do well. 
This will help revive demand in rural areas 
which will contribute to stronger industrial 
performance in due course. 

I must emphasise that it is not the exact growth 
number for 2013-14 that matters. What is 

important is that the economy should turn 
around from 5 percent achieved last year. There 
is a very good chance that we can achieve that 
with good agricultural performance and the 
effect of the various actions we are taking on 
infrastructure. 

Thereafter we will try to accelerate to higher 
grounds in 2014-15.

Before concluding, let me address the issue of 
UPA Government’s performance. Our political 
critics focus on the experience of one bad year. 
This makes for good television but it is a very 
distorted picture. I invite you to consider the 
following. 
• The average growth rate in the 8 years of the 
UPA from 2004-05 to 2012-13 was 8.2 percent 
per annum. This is much better than the 5.7 
percent reached in the previous 8 years. 
• I have already mentioned that agriculture did 
much better in the Eleventh Plan than in the 
Tenth Plan. This is reflected in real per capita 
rural consumption rising at 2.9 percent per 
year between 2004-05 and 2011-12 compared 
with only one percent between 1993-94 and 
2004-05. 
• Rural real wages have also risen much faster 
(6.8 percent per year in the 11th Plan as 
compared to an average of 1.1 percent per year 
in the ten years preceding it). 
• The percentage of population below the 
poverty line declined at 0.75 percentage points 
per year before our government came to office 
in 2004-05. It has fallen more than 2 percentage 
points per year between 2004-05 and 2011-12. 

I think this is a record that any government can 
be proud of. I agree we have had one bad year. 
I assure you we will get out of it. 

I have touched upon some of the issues that 
I know concern the captains of industry and 
have talked about the areas where action 
needs to be taken. I assure you we will leave 
no stone unturned to ensure that our economy 
rebounds. I appeal to each one of you not to be 
overcome by negative sentiments. We should 
stay the course, and work together to achieve 
our collective national goals. 

With these words, I wish this conference and 
the ASSOCHAM all success.”  Thank You.  v

continued from page 13

…wE wILL LEAvE nO sTOnE unTuRnED TO EnsuRE ThAT 
OuR ECOnOmy REbOunDs:  

pRImE mInIsTER DR. mAnmOhAn sIngh
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bAbu jAgjIvAn RAm:
vOyAgE TO ThE DALIT 

COnsCIOusnEss

On 6th July, an auspicious day when the nation is celebrating 
death anniversary of Babu Jagjivan Ram whom Mahatma 
Gandhi described as a priceless jewel and wrote that “my 

heart goes out in respectful to Jagjivan Ram for his having emerged as 
the purest gold out of fire”. Bismark observed that a really great man 
is known by three signs: generosity in design, humanity in execution 
and moderation in success and these were richly embedded in the 
personality of Babuji.

Babu Jagjivam Ram was a versatile genius, a statesman, who had 
moulded his life in the pattern of ascetics of the country. His whole 
approach to life and work was imaginative and pragmatic, yet 
compassionate and sympathetic. Gandhiji had said that “I shall work 
for an India which the poorest shall feel that is their country in whose 
making they have an effective voice, an India where there shall be no 
high class and no class of people, an India in which all communities 
shall lie in perfect harmony.” Babu Ji became a valiant fighter to bring to 
fruition the dream of Gandhiji of a casteless, classless and an egalitarian 
society.

]I begin this piece with my perception of Babu Jagjivan Ram who 
triggered my imaginative and creative mind. My first encounter with 
Babuji took place in Teen Murti, the residence of Prime Minister Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru on the celebrations of Holi Festival in March 1964. I 
was enthralled by his beautiful poem on “Holi” in Bhojpuri language, 
the spontaneous language of his heart. It was stunning versification, 
expressing emotions of love, friendship, the dawn of spring season 
after the chilly winter, the amorous dalliance of Radha and Krishna, 
the transitoriness of life and a final journey to the Garden of Eden. The 
nomination of his daughter Mrs. Meira Kumar by the Congress Party 
President Mrs. Sonia Gandhi for the position of Speaker has been hailed 
by the people across the country.

Babu Jagjivan Ram was a titanic figure, forward looking, young in mind 
and spirit, full of noble ideals allied with the constant endeavour to 
actualize them. His flaming patriotism and selfless character easily made 
him the hero of depressed and submerged classes. When I look at his 
landmark achievements in India’s struggle for Independence and look 
backward and forward in space and time, I am filled with the feeling 
of pride about his spirit of sacrifice and dynamism which he displayed 
for freeing our motherland from the shackles of British imperialism 
and colonialism. The country was in, chain, grievously amputated and 
bleeding and in one her periodic phases of turmoil and trauma.

He was Born on the 5th April 1908 in 
Chandwa on the Arrah-Buxar road. Born in 
bondage, in the family of untouchables, who 
had suffered psychological humiliation, 
prejudices, social taboos and exploitation of 
various forms for centuries and were bereft 
of educational opportunities. His father did 
odd jobs in the Military hospital.

Jagjivan Ram was placed under the 
guidance of Pandit Kupil Muni Tiwari for 
his primary schooling. His father expired 
when he was hardly five years old. After 
the death of his father, his mother who was 
also a profoundly religious woman, gave significant importance to his 
studies and devotional approach to life.

Babu Ji was greatly attracted by Gandhiji’s politics of non-cooperation 
against the British rulers during his formative period of growth. Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malviya was impressed by his austerity, oration and 
ethical and religious approach to life and provided him necessary 
facilities in Banaras Hindu University to pursue higher education. 
But he could not escape the discrimination and suffered indignities 
on account of the wide pervasive climate of untouchability. Finally he 
took his B.Sc. degree from Calcutta University in 1931.

Babuji was greatly influenced by Gandhiji philosophy of life who was the 
unrivalled leader of the freedom movement and was a devout Hindu: 
deeply imbued with a reverence for Hinduism. Gandhiji’s commitment 
to the great ideals of emancipation of Harijans and the unity of all 
religions, flowed directly from his commitment to Hinduism. Babuji’s 
appeal was simple, sharp and straight forward to the orthodox pillars 
of the Hindu establishment. He often said that if Hinduism remains 
fragmented into numerous sects without any unifying philosophy, it 
would be difficult to bring about social revolution. It is tribute to his 
commitment to dalit consciousness that the untouchability has been 
abolished by the Constitution and the government has enacted extensive 
legislations for empowering the dalits with economic and educational 
inputs, including reservations in almost all walks of life. The situation 
of Harijans is by no means satisfactory though it has substantially 
improved since independence. What is needed to accomplish the agenda 
of Babuji is to bring about a psychological change, an attitudinal change 
in the minds of the people. v

Prof. Kishore 
Gandhi
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Wavell Plan 
In the last year of the War, the Viceroy 
formulated a new political plan known as 
the Wavell Plan. It was only when the war 
ended in Europe in May 1945 that he was 
allowed to put forward this proposal to the 
Indian leaders. 

The Congress leaders were now released to 
participate in the Simla Conference held 
in June 1945 to discuss the Wavell plan. 
The scheme was to constitute a politically 
representative Executive Council which 
would include all major political interests. 
However, very soon, Jinnah declared that all 
Muslim representatives to the Conference 
would be League nominees.  He a lso 
demanded that only a two-third majority in 
the Council could take decisions on matters 
objected to by Muslims. While the Viceroy 
found Jinnah’s demand unacceptable, he did 
not wish to put the whole onus of failure 
on the League. The Viceroy’s objection to 
Jinnah’s claim to be the sole spokesman of all 
Muslims did not imply an acceptance of the 
Congress position but was motivated by an 
unwillingness to alienate the Unionist Party 
members who had supported the British 
during the War. The Congress rejected 
Jinnah’s claim and asserted its right to 
nominate a Muslim member to the Council. 
Due to persistent disagreement, the Simla 
Conference failed to reach any political 
compromise. 

By then, the Labour Party had gained power 
in England defeating the Conservatives 
at the polls. This was, indeed, a good 
augury. The King, in his speech to the new 

Parliament, promised to do the utmost to 
promote, in conjunction with the leaders 
of Indian opinion, early realization of full 
self-government in India. This reflected the 
priority accorded to the Indian problem. 
Soon thereafter, Lord Wavell was summoned 
to England for consultations and fresh 
elections were announced in India both to 
the Central and the Provincial Legislatures. 
On his return from England, Lord Wavell 
announced the Government intention to 
convene a Constitution making body as 
soon as possible and said that, immediately 
after the elections, he would discuss with the 
representatives of the Legislative Assemblies 
in the Provinces to ascertain whether the 
proposals made earlier were acceptable 
or any alternative scheme was preferable. 
He said he would have discussions with 
the representatives of Indian States to 
ascertain in what way they could participate 
in the Constitution making body. The 
British Prime Minister, Clement Attlee too 
explained the Government intentions in a 
broadcast on September 19, 1945. 

These announcements, however, were 
received with a feeling of disappointment 
by all sections of Indian public and by the 
Congress in particular. The reason was that 
the proposals did not contain any declaration 
of independence to India. Besides this, the 
latest announcement contained other 
shortcomings. The AlCC considered these 
at its Bombay session and declared them to 
be inadequate and vague. The new Secretary 
of State for India, Lord Pethick-Lawrence 
clarif ied the Government’s intentions 

and followed it up with a Parliamentary 
delegation which was really in the nature of 
a goodwill mission. 

indian national army
At the end of the War, an important issue 
achieved significance. This was the trial 
of the officers and soldiers of the Indian 
National Army (INA). The INA had been 
established by Indian officers of the British 
Indian army who went over to the Japanese 
for assistance after the latter captured 
Malaya and Singapore. The fall of Singapore 
resulted in the capture of 45,000 Indian 
soldiers by the Japanese. Along with the 
officers and soldiers, members of the Indian 
community in these regions also joined the 
INA. The INA looked to the Congress and 
the Indian people for direction. The INA 
became a part of the Japanese army when 
the latter decided to invade India. However, 
they only wanted a token force of 2,000 men 
whereas the INA leaders wanted to take 
20,000 men along. Subhas Bose came to 
Singapore in July 1943 with the help of the 
German and the Japanese armies. In October 
1943, he set up the provisional government 
of free India which declared war on the Allies 
and was recognized by the Axis powers. A 
hope emerged among Indian civilians: funds 
were collected and young men and women 
enrolled into INA. Subhas Bose called upon 
Gandhiji to bless this army in its ‘holy war 
of India’s liberation’. Only one battalion was 
allowed to accompany the Japanese army to 
India. On the way, they faced ill-treatment 
and discrimination from the Japanese which 
resulted in demoralization. They could not 

Towards 
Freedom
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reach India and had to retreat to South-
East Asia where, at the end of the War, they 
surrendered to the British army who, in 
turn, put them on trial for treason. 

In 1945,  three of f icers  of  the INA, 
Shahnawaz Khan, Gurdayal Singh Dhillon 
and Prem Sehgal were put on trial at the 
Red Fort. The charge was a serious one-
treason and disloyalty to the Crown. The 
Government hoped that conducting this 
trial publicly in Red Fort, public opinion 
would turn against INA upon learning of 
its brutalities during the war. Nehru stated 
that these men were misguided patriots and 
called for leniency towards them, especially 
in the context of British professions of 
extending self-government in India. Other 
Congress leaders also took up the issue. The 
AlCC session in Bombay held in September 
1945 passed a resolution supporting the 
cause of the INA and calling for lenient 
treatment of these officers. Legal luminaries 
like Bhulabhai Desai, Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
K.N. Katju and Asaf Ali appeared in defence 
of the officers. Nehru donned his lawyer’s 
robes after many years to plead their case 
in court. The Congress organized an INA 
Relief and Enquiry Committee which gave 
some money and food to the men on their 
release and tried to secure employment 
for them. 

The INA was the main issue highlighted 
during Congress election campaigns 
for 1945-46 elections. The press took it 
up in a major way and editorials were 
published daily praising the INA men 
and condemning the British government. 
Public meetings were held in many cities 
to express popular resentment against the 
British and in solidarity with the officers, an 
INA Day and an INA Week was observed. 
The Commander-in-Chief of the British 
Indian Army conceded in November 1945 
that the general feeling amongst army men 
was in favour of leniency and given this, 
recommended minimal punishment. 

Students demonstrated in support of 
the INA men. Two of the more well-
known protests were in Calcutta, the first 
in November 1945 and the second in 
February 1946. In November, Communist 
and Forward Bloc students marching 
to Dalhousie Square, the seat of the 
government in Calcutta clashed with the 

police whereupon two died and 52 were 
injured. In February 1946, the procession 
was led by Muslim League students along 
with Congress and Communist students. 
Here again, there were arrests, defiance 
of Section 144 and a lathi-charge. Later, 
troops were called in and 36 civilians were 
killed in the firing. Due to public pressure, 
the sentences of the three officers were 
commuted to cashiering and forfeiture 
of pay. 

Mutiny in the Royal indian navy
Anot he r  man i fe s t at i on  of  p opu l ar 
resentment against continued British rule 
was the mutiny in the Royal Indian Navy. 
This began on 18 February 1946 when 
1,100 Indian naval ratings of HMIS Talwar 
struck work at Bombay in protest against 
racial discrimination and poor food. One 
of the ratings, B.C. Dutt, was arrested for 
writing ‘Quit India’ on the walls of the 
ship. The next day saw ratings from other 
establishments join the strike. Congress, 
League and Communist flags were hoisted 
on the masts of the ships. Ratings left their 
ships and went around Bombay in lorries, 
waving Congress flags. 

The common people showed sympathy with 
the strikers, joining them in putting up 
barricades, attacking Europeans, fighting 
pitched battles from house-tops, burning 
police stations and other symbols of 
authority. In Bombay, 30 shops, 10 post 
offices, 10 police posts, 64 food grain 
shops and 200 street lamps were destroyed. 
Lakhs of workers came out into the 
streets in response to the call for a strike. 
Two hundred twenty-eight civilians died 
while 1046 were injured. Shopkeepers 
showed their support by hartals and public 
transport services came to a halt. There was 
a display of solidarity all over the country 
and there were sympathetic strikes by 
naval establishments in Karachi, Madras, 
Vishakapatnam, Calcutta, Delhi, Co chin, 
Jamnagar, the Andamans, and also in 
Bahrain and Aden. Seventy-eight ships and 
20 shore establishments involving 20,000 
ratings were affected. The government sent 
out troops to crush the revolt in Bombay. 
On the advice of the leaders of the Congress 
and the League, the ratings eventually 
surrendered and were subjected to a naval 
enquiry. 

Labour and Peasant unrest 

During the war, workers’ and peasants’ 
d iscontentment  had not  found any 
expression. After the war ended, the 
anticipation of freedom was expressed in 
an unprecedented mass upsurge. Labour 
unrest now became widespread in the 
country. Post and telegraph workers 
struck work all over India in July 1946. 
Railway workers went on strike in South 
India in August 1946. In all, 1,629 strikes 
occurred in 1946 involving nearly 2 million 
men and the loss of more than 12 million 
man-days. The main issue was working 
conditions and decrease in real wages. 
One of the most well-known peasant 
movements was the Tebhaga movement in 
Bengal in which the sharecroppers vowed 
to pay only one-third and not the prior 
demand of one-half of the produce to the 
landlords. The struggle of the Warli tribals 
in Maharashtra was directed against illegal 
exactions, exploitation and low wages by 
the landlord-moneylender-official nexus. 
The Kisan Sabha supported the demands 
of the tribals. Further, there were no-rent 
struggles by peasants in different areas of 
Punjab like Patiala, Una, Kangra, Ferozepur 
and Pathankot. In Travancore, agricultural 
workers were mobilized by the Communist 
party in support of the people’s struggle 
against the feudal autocracy. This was 
known as the Punnapra-Vayalar revolt. 

In the meantime, elections to the Central 
and provincial assemblies were announced 
in September 1945. This turned into a 
contest between the Congress with its ideal 
of a united free India and the League with 
its Pakistan demand. The election was 
projected as a popular vote on Pakistan by 
the League campaign. In Punjab, the League 
campaign received the support of religious 
leaders and involved vilification of the 
Unionist Party as well as the Congress. In 
the Central Assembly elections, the Muslim 
League won all the reserved Muslim seats, 
securing 89 per cent of the Muslim vote. 
Elections to the provincial legislative 
assemblies were held in the beginning 
of 1946. Ninety per cent of the general 
seats were won by Congress candidates. 
The Muslim League secured the reserved 
Muslim seats. 

FRoM aRChiVes
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Cabinet Mission 
The decision to send a mission to India 
to negotiate a political settlement was 
taken by the Cabinet in London on 22 
January 1946. The mission came with 
the objective of setting up a national 
government and putting into motion the 
machinery for transfer of power. The 
ministers, Stafford Cripps, A.V. Alexander 
and Pethick-Lawrence, were given powers 
to take decisions without referring back 
to England. On 15 March 1946, Prime 
Minister Attlee declared that a minority 
would not be allowed to place a veto on the 
progress of the majority, indicating a shift 
away from the pro-League stand adopted 
earlier by the British government. 

After consulting the Indian leaders, the 
ministers came around to the view that 
Pakistan was not viable and that safeguards 
for  minor it ies  must  b e  wit h in  t he 
framework of a united India. The ministers 
came up with a scheme announced on 16 
May 1946 for establishment of a three-
tiered constitution for India. Provinces 
were divided into three sections: Section 
A comprised Madras, Bombay, United 
Provinces,  Bihar,  Central Provinces, 
and Orissa; Section B was made up of 
Punjab, Sindh and NwFP; and Section C 
comprised Bengal and Assam. There would 
be a common Centre supervising defence, 
foreign affairs and communications. A 
province could come out of a section 
only after the first general elections. 
After 10 years, a province could ask for 
a reconsideration of the section or union 
constitution. 

The Congress did not want to wait till 
the first election for any province to leave 
the section. It wanted that any province 
should have the option not to join the 
section in the first place. Here, they 
were expressing the concerns of Assam 
and the NWFP who did not want to be 
part of their respective sections which 
were dominated by states with Muslim 
majority. The League wanted that the 
union constitution could be questioned 
at the very outset by any province rather 
than after a period of 10 years. The lack of 
clarity about whether these sections were 
binding upon the provinces comprising 
them generated a lot of controversy and 

intensified Congress-League disagreement. 
The Congress eventually decided to accept 
the 16 May statement while maintaining 
its opposition to compulsory grouping. 
The League accepted the plan primarily 
because compulsory grouping conceded 
the principle of Pakistan. However, the 
continuation of ambivalence about the 
nature of grouping led to the withdrawal of 
League acceptance at the end of July 1946. 

i n t e r i m  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
Communal Violence 
In early September, Nehru was sworn 
in as the vice-president of the Interim 
Government. There were debates on 
the sovereignty and the status of the 
Constituent Assembly. But the Legislatures 
started electing their representatives to the 
Constituent Assembly. The Muslim League 
refused to participate in this exercise and 
observed August 16 as “Direct Action” 
Day to achieve Pakistan through non- 
constitutional means. Direct Action Day 
witnessed orgies of violence in Calcutta. 
The Muslim League government of Bengal 
abetted these riots in which over 5,000 
people were killed and many rendered 
homeless. A judicial enquiry was demanded 
by the Congress. Nehru compared the 
Bengal government to the fascist regime 
of Hitler. In October, riots broke out 
in Bihar as a reaction to the Calcutta 
killings. This led to widespread attacks 
on Hindus in Noakhali and Tipperah in 
East Bengal in October. Thousands were 
rendered homeless and looting, abduction 
of women, forced conversion and killings 
were rampant. The Bengal government 
did little to control the situation. Gandhiji 
went on a peace mission to Noakhali in 
early November 1946. He walked barefoot 
through the villages of Noakhali. The idea 
was to persuade the Muslims to reassure 
the Hindus about their safety and ask them 
to return to their homes. Many Muslims 
in Noakhali wanted him to go and see the 
destruction which had occurred in Bihar 
and the state of the Muslims there. He went 
to Bihar in March 1947 where he saw his 
task as getting the Hindus to repent for their 
deeds. The Congress ministry of Bihar was 
energized by his presence and it took up 
relief and rehabilitation in a big way. 

The Viceroy insisted on incorporating 

League members in the Interim Government 
arguing that else, civil war would become 
inevitable. On 25 October 1946, League 
members entered the government, barely 
15 days after the Noakhali riots. From the 
very beginning, it was clear that the League 
nominees in the Interim government had 
not forsaken direct action. Rather, they 
saw the Interim government as one of the 
fronts of the direct action campaign for 
Pakistan. Within the Interim government, 
the League members adopted a method of 
non-cooperation intended to render the 
exercise redundant. Later, they participated 
in civil disobedience campaigns against 
elected ministries in Punjab, NWFP and 
Assam.

Constituent assembly 
The  L e ague  s t aye d  away  f rom t he 
Constituent Assembly and when it was 
convened in December 1946, Jinnah 
remarked that it was a move to appease the 
Congress. This deadlock was sought to be 
resolved by talks in London in December 
1946. However, these talks did not yield 
any results and the statement by the British 
government issued on 6 December 1946 
adopted an interpretation of grouping 
favourable to the League. The Congress 
decided to accept this interpretation but 
even that failed to bring the League into 
the Constituent Assembly. At the end 
of January 1947, the League passed a 
resolution at its session in Karachi calling 
for a boycott of the Constituent Assembly 
and dissolution of the Cabinet Mission 
plan. Congress members of the Interim 
government pointed out that it was now 
clearly unacceptable for League members 
to continue in the government without 
coming into the Constituent Assembly. 
However, this did not affect the functioning 
of the Constituent Assembly and League 
members continued to be in the Interim 
government. 

On 20 February 1947, the British Prime 
Minister Attlee issued a new statement 
in the Parliament regarding the future 
of India. The terms of this statement 
temporarily shifted political focus away 
from the issues which had so far occupied 
the Congress leadership and the League. It 
was announced for the first time that the 
British would leave India by June 1948 and 
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that Mountbatten would be the new and 
the last Viceroy of India. This statement 
was positively received in Congress circles 
as proof of British intention to leave India. 
Partition of the country was implied in the 
proviso that if the Constituent Assembly 
was not found adequately representative, 
power would be inherited by more than 
one Central government. The Congress 
was relieved that at least the Constituent 
Assembly could carry on its work of 
framing the constitution for free India. 
Nehru’s appeal to Liaquat Ali Khan to work 
out some political compromise given the 
forthcoming departure of the British did 
not receive any constructive response. 

Last Viceroy 
Lord Mountbatten came to India on 22 
March 1947 as the new Viceroy. The few 
weeks before his arrival had witnessed 
widespread rioting in Punjab which the 
government was struggling to. control. 
Muslim League had launched an anti-
ministry movement in Punjab bringing 
down the Unionist-Akali coalition ministry 
at the beginning of March. Given the 
collapse of law and order in the province 
and the active involvement of League 
volunteers in attacks on non-Muslims, 
the CWC was forced to pass a resolution 
demanding that Punjab must be partitioned 
if the country was divided. This was the 
situation which met Mountbatten on his 
arrival in India. He had been instructed 
in London to explore the possibilities of 
union and division in India after which he 
was to advise the government in England 
about the form which the transfer of power 
to India should take. 

Within two months of his arrival, he 
realized that the Cabinet Mission plan 
could not work for India. He found it 
impossible to convince Jinnah to accept 
anything other than a sovereign Pakistan. 
The administrat ive s ituat ion of  the 
country had deteriorated further and the 
cooperation of the political parties was 
vital for the functioning of the Interim 
government. The Mountbatten Plan, as 
the 3 June plan was called, advanced the 
date of departure and stated that India 
would achieve Dominion Status in August 
1947. According to this, the country would 
be divided but maximum unity retained. 

This implied the partition of Punjab and 
Bengal so that the Hindu majority areas 
of these provinces would be retained 
in India. Two boundary commissions, 
overseen by Sir Cyril Radcliffe, would be 
set up to demarcate the boundaries of the 
two Dominions in Punjab and Bengal. The 
NWFP was to choose either Dominion 
through a referendum and a plebiscite 
was to be held in Sylhet district of Assam 
for the same purpose. The Princely States 
were given the choice to join either of the 
two Dominions. India’s membership of the 
British Commonwealth was a top priority 
for the government on account of future 
defence interests in the subcontinent.

Communal Massacres 
Meanwhile, communal riots broke out 
in Punjab leading to widespread arson, 
rioting, killings and the beginning of 
the migration of people. Refugee camps 
came up in Rawalpindi, Delhi, Panipat, 
Kurukshetra, Wah and many other places. 
Congress reluctantly accepted the partition 
of the country despite its long-term 
commitment to unity of India in the hope 
that it would stem civil war and contain 
communal violence. Many leaders and 
people hoped that when the passions had 
subsided, the two countries would once 
again come together. Thus, while the 
country did achieve freedom through a 
phase of negotiations with the communal 
leadership and the British government, 
communalism as a mass phenomenon 
could not be uprooted. 

The League was also not entirely happy with 
this Plan. Jinnah felt that it did not concede

Pakistan in full and that what they had 
inherited was a moth-eaten version of 
their demands. Nonetheless, the Plan was 
formally accepted by both the parties as the 
best solution under the circumstances and 
on 23 June 1947, the provincial assemblies 
of Punjab and Bengal voted in favour of 
the division of the two provinces. Even 
Gandhiji, who had once declared that India  
could be partitioned only over his dead 
body, now expressed his helplessness 
in the face of the overwhelming public 
acceptance of partition. He advised people 
not to accept the demarcation of political 
boundaries as a division in their hearts and 

keep alive the hope for a union of the two 
countries in the future. 

Congress and Partition 
For Congress leaders, acceptance of partition 
was the last resort for avoiding civil war. It 
did not amount to an acceptance of the two- 
nation theory since India was visualized as 
a multi-religious and multi-cultural entity. 
In any case, the number of Muslims who 
stayed back in India exceeded those who 
constituted Pakistan. Any talk of India 
following Pakistan and declaring itself as a 
Hindu state was summarily dismissed by 
the nationalist leadership. It was a brave  
task indeed to frame a secular constitution 
and build a secular polity in the backdrop of 
the communal violence and the formation of 
Pakistan. Even Jinnah, when asked for advice 
by Muslims who chose to stay in India after 
independence, told them to be loyal citizens of  
I ndia. In an address to the Pakistan 
Constituent Assembly on 11 August 
1947, he argued for a state divorced from 
considerations of religion, caste or creed. 
However, these ideas did not guide the 
formulation of state policy in Pakistan. It 
was a nation founded upon the principle of 
safeguards for religious minorities, and yet, 
it did not provide these same safeguards to 
the non-Muslim minority populations now 
within its territory. The worst predicament 
was bleed by the pro-Congress Pathans in 
NWFP who boycotted the referendum as they 
were not given the option of independence 
that they desired. Instead, the province was 
to choose between India and Pakistan. Their 
fate was linked to a regime which continued 
to be hostile towards them.

The Indian Independence Act was passed 
by the British Parliament in July 1947. On 
15 August 1947, in a midnight session of 
the Constituent Assembly in New Delhi, 
Nehru took over as the Prime Minister of 
India. Multitudes greeted this occasion 
with joy and celebration while countless 
others were too stricken with the wounds of 
communal violence to rejoice. In Calcutta, 
Gandhiji preferred to spend the day in silence, 
spinning, fasting and praying for an end to the 
carnage. In New Delhi, the new government 
with Nehru at the helm started out on the 
difficult and challenging task of rebuilding 
free India. v

FRoM aRChiVes

Extracts from the book “The Congresss and the 
making of Indian Nation” - Chapter 9
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ORgAnIzATIOnAL AppOInTmEnTs

Chhattishgarh
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 3rd June, 2013 appointed Shri Charan 
Das Mahant as the Acting President of 
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Committee 
and Shri Bhupesh Baghel, Ex-Minister as the 
Programme Co-ordinator of the Chhattisgarh 
PCC with immediate effect.

West Bengal
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 4th June, 2013 approved the proposal 
for appointing the following additional office-
bearers in the West Bengal Pradesh Congress 
Committee with immediate effect.

Vice – Presidents
1. Shri Nirmalendu Bhattacharya
2. Smt. Gangotri Dutta

General secretaries:
1. Shri Kanak Debnath
2. Shri Subhankar Sarkar
3. Shri Manoj Chakraborty, MLA
4. Shri Manoj Pandey
5. Shri Tulsi Mukherjee
6. Shri Khaleq Ebadullah

Members, executive Committee:
1. Smt. Mausam Benazir Noor, MP and
2. Shri Sibaji Singha Roy

dPCC Reconstituted
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 28th June, 2013 approved the proposal 
for reconstitution of Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee Executive and list of Office – 
bearers alongwith Manifesto Committee and 
Publicity Committee as enclosed.

Vice – Presidents

1. Shri Ashok Kumar Jain
2. Shri Rajender Malik
3. Shri S.K. Puri
4. Smt. Savitri Tomar
5. Shri Pana Lal Kherewal
6. Shri Suresh Malik
7. Shri Sukhbir Sharma
8. Smt. Darshana Ramkumar
9. Smt. Anjali Rai
10.  Shri Tarif Singh
11.  Shri Chattar Singh
12.  Smt. Mouzamil Siddique

General secretaries
1. Advocate Ms. Ishrat Jahan
2. Shri Vijay Kumar
3. Shri Navin Pal Bhandari
4. Shri Bishan Sharma
5. Smt. Sudesh Sangwan
6. Shri O.P. Bhiduri
7. Shri Pradeep Sharma
8. Shri Jitender Kumar Kochar
9. Shri Aman Arora
10. Shri Anirudh Lal
11. Shri Naresh Kumar Neetu
12. Shri Mahmood Zia
13. Shri Lal Chand Chandelia
14. Dr. P.L. Palta
15. Smt. Sushma Yadav

treasurer
1. Shri Sunil Yadav

dPCC executive
1. Shri T.C. Rao
2. Shri Tulsi Ram Sablania
3. Smt. Kiren Kapoor
4. Shri O.P. Goel
5. Shri C.P. Mittal

6. Shri Gopal Paharia
7. Shri Rajbir Dabas
8. Smt. Tilotma Chaudhary
9. Shri P.K. Mishra
10. Capt. Ram Arya
11. Shri Dhirendra Tyagi
12. Shri Jagdish Jain
13. Ch. Rohtas
14. Dr. Ashok Chauhan
15. Ms. Padma Jha
16. Shri Master Rati Ram
17. Shri Mudasir Zubair
18. Shri Vijay Sharma
19. Shri Subhash Chaudhary
20. Shri Ram Niwas Panchal
21. Shri Rajesh Garg
22. Dr. Sushil Gupta
23. Shri Vijay Lochav

Permanent invitees
1. Smt. Sheila Dixit

aPPointMents

Ch. Birender singh is  
CWC Member

The Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi has on 17th June, 
2013 appointed Ch. Birender 
S ing h  as  Memb er  of  t he 
Congress Working Committee 
with immediate effect. 
Shri Girish Chodankar and 
Shri Rajaram Pal as Secretaries, 
AICC, the former being attached 
to Vice President, AICC and the 
latter as unattached, according 
to AICC General Secretary, Shri 
Ajay Maken.

The following appointments have been announced by the AICC General 
Secretary, Shri Janardan Dwivedi in the month of June and July, 2013.
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2. Smt. Tajdar Babar
3. Shri Chaudhary Prem Singh
4. Shri Subhash Chopra
5. Shri Sajjan Kumar
6. Shri Jagdish Tytler
7. Shri J.K. Jain
8. Shri Yoganand Shastri
9. Shri Kapil Sibal
10. Shri Sandeep Dikshit
11. Shri Ajya Maken
12. Smt. Krishna Tirath
13. Shri Mahabal Mishra
14. Shri Ramesh Kumar
15. Dr. Karan Singh
16. Shri Janardan Dwivedi and
17. Shri Parvez Hashmi

Manifesto Committee
Shri J.P. Agarwal – Chairperson
Smt. Sheila Dixit – Ex. Officio Member
1. Smt. Kiran Walia
2. Shri Ramakant Goswami
3. Shri Arvinder Singh Lovely
4. Shri Vishwas Bandhu Gupta
5. Shri Dhirender Tyagi
6. Shri Suresh Malik
7. Shri Abijit Singh Gulati
8. Shri Mukesh Goel
9. Shri Farhad Suri
10. Smt. Varyam Kaur

Publicity Committee
 Shri J.P. Agarwal – Chairperson
 Smt. Sheila Dixit – Ex. Officio Member
1. Shri Rajkumar Chauhan
2. Shri J.K. Jain
3. Shri Kunwar Karan Singh
4. Shri Anil Bhardwaj
5. Shri Devender Yadav
6. Shri Abhishek Dutt
7. Smt. Amrita Dhawan
8. Shri Sanjay Puri
9. Shri Brahm Yadav
10. Shri Alok Sharma

sikkim PCC reconstitute
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 29th June, 2013 approved the 
proposal for reconstituting the Sikkim 
Pradesh Congress Committee, appointment 
of President, Pradesh Mahila Congress and 
four District Congress Committee Presidents 
of Sikkim as follows.

senior Vice – Presidents:
1. Major T. Gyatso
2. Shri Penzo D. Namgyal

treasurer:
Shri Anil Lachenpa

General secretary: 
Shri Rudra N. Sakya

President, Pradesh Mahila Congress:
Smt. Sarita Sharma

dCC Presidents:

1. shri Gayching Bhutia - dCC north

2. shri jagdish Cintury - dCC east

3. shri Buddhibal Gurung - dCC West

4. shri deepak sharma - dCC south

himachal Congress reconstituted
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 4th July, 2013 accepted the proposal 
for reconstituting the Himachal Pradesh 
Congress Committee as follows:-
 Vice – Presidents
1. Shri Chandra Kumar
2. Shri Harsh Mahajan
3. Shri Ganguram Musafir
4. Dr. Kailash Parashar
5. Shri A.N. Vidyarthi
6. Shri Nikhil Rajour
7. Smt. Geeta Negi

General secretaries
1. Shri Harbhajan Singh Bhajji
2. Shri Ram Lal Thakur
3. Shri Harshvardhan Chauhan
4. Shri Ajay Mahajan
5. Shri Ravi Thakur
6. Shri Vinod Sultanpuri
7. Shri Sunil Sharma
8. Shri Sunder Thakur
9. Smt. Susheela Negi

treasurer:
 Shri Surendra Chauhan
 Members, Executive Committee
1. Shri Kuldeep Rathore
2. Shri Sudhir Sharma
3. Shri Rajesh Dharmani
4. Shri Rohit Thakur
5. Shri Ajay Bahadur Singh
6. Shri Sanjay Awasthi
7. Shri Satpal Raizada
8. Shri Mahendra Chauhan
9. Smt. Nasima Begum
10. Smt. Namita Roshan Lal
11. Shri Mahesh Raj
12. Shri Madan Chaudhary
13. Smt. Urmila Sharma
14. Smt. Tara Thakur

Permanent invitees:
1. Shri Virbhadra Singh
2. Shri Anand Sharma
3. Smt. Vidya Stokes
4. Shri Kaul Singh Thakur
5. Col. Dhani Ram Shandil
6. Smt. Viplove Thakur
7. Shri Kuldeep Kumar
8. Smt. Asha Kumari
9. Smt. Anita Verma
10. Shri G.S. Bali
11. Shri Sujan Singh Pathania
12. Shri Anil Sharma
13. Shri Thakur Singh Bharmouri
14. Shri Mukesh Agnihotri
15. Shri Rakesh Kalia
16. Shri Sohan Lal Thakur
17. Shri Joginder Kawar
18. Shri Lakhwinder Rana
19. Smt. Shashi Choudhary
20. Shri Kuldeep Pathania
Shri Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu’s appointment as 
DCC President has already been announced.

state Presidents of Mahila Congress
andhra Pradesh 
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 10th June, 2013 approved the proposal 
for appointing Presidents of Mahila Congress 
for Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan as follows:-
1. Andhra Pradesh - Smt. Akula Lalitha
2. Rajasthan - Smt. Shakuntala Rawat

assam, delhi, Manipur & Mizoram
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 14th June, 2013 approved the proposal 
for appointing Presidents of Mahila Congress 
for Assam, Delhi, Manipur & Mizoram as 
follows:-
1. Assam - Smt. Mirdula Saharia
2. Delhi  - Smt. Onika Mehrotra
3. Manipur - Smt. Meinam (O) R.K. 

Ranisani Devi
4. Mizoram - Smt. Thangthanmawil

Manipur 
The Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has on 29th June, 2013 approved the proposal 
for appointing the following Vice – Presidents 
for Manipur Pradesh Mahila Congress with 
immediate effect.
1. Smt. Indira Devi
2. Smt. G. Prabhahini Devi and
3. Smt. Lhingkim Shingnaisui

aPPointMents
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Prayers held for the souls of dead
hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh Congress 
Committee Linguistic Minority Cell, under 
the directive of the APYCC Chairman, Shri 
Murali Mohan Ashok Singh performed 
Shanti Hawan and Pooja for the souls who 
had perished in the floods in Uttarakhand 
here on 25th June, 2013.

Those who participated in this hawan 
included Shri  Ajay Shukla,  Pandit 
Achariyashri Suryavali Dwivedi, Pandit 
Ashish Shukla, Shri Manender Dwivedi, 
Neeraj Dwivedi, Kishore, Papalal, Surinder 
Sharma and Sanjeev.

ANDAMAN NICOBAR
Request for free laptops

Port Blair: Kuldeep Rai Sharma, President, 
PCC has requested the Lt. Governor to 
consider the distribution of 10,000 laptops 
to the students from Class VIII to Class 
XIIth standard in the current academic 
session. In his letter Shri Sharma wrote 
that in rest parts of the country, the 
students, who are even studying in lower 
standards are well acquainted in the field of 
information technology and while reaching 
to Class IX they become the master in the 
subject. Though the students of these islands 
are no where less than their counterparts at 
mainland and who are have always proved 
this in the examination of CBSE but they are 
having very less knowledge in the subject 
due to non availability of a laptop with 
most of them.

Batting for laptops with the students 
Sharma wrote that, time has come, when 
the Education Department must take care 

of educating all the students of these islands 
in information technology at least from 
Class VIIIth onwards. Giving theoretical 
education will not serve the purpose if the 
students don’t do it practically, hence the 
education department should provide basic 
infrastructure like a laptop to every students 
irrespective of all the schools working in 
AN Islands.

Sharma has also written that, in these hard 
days, purchasing of laptops for the children 
are not possible for the parents who are 
belonging to middle, lower middle or lower 
income groups and somehow managing 
their families.

Shri Sharma has thus requested the 
Administrator to consider providing a 
free laptop to each students studying from 
Class VIIIth onwards and for the purpose, 
he may consider issuing of 10,000 laptops 
as the initial starting from the current 
academic session. Sharma is sure that such 
consideration of the Lt. Governor will go a 
long way to serve the purpose of educating 
and preparing local students in the field of 
information technology.

BIHAR
Rahul Gandhi’s birthday celebrated
aara: The District Congress Committee 
and Sewa Dal celebrated the birthday of 
AICC Vice – President, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
here on 19th June, 2013.

The day was celebrated as ‘Sankalp Diwas’ 
by chief organizer, Shri Dev Kumar Singh. 
Others present were Shri Pramod Rai, Shri 
Satyanarayan Sinha with others.

Earlier, the Sewa Dal workers paid tributes 
to Shri Vidya Charan Shukla who was killed 
in Naxal attack in Chhattisgarh.

Tributes to Pt. Nehru
Muzzafarpur: The District Congress Sewa 
Dal led by its president, Shri Sanjay Kumar, 
paid tributes to Pt. Nehru on his 49th death 
anniversary here on 27th May, 2013.

The Sewa Dal workers garlanded the photo 
of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and thereafter Shri 
Sanjay Kumar addressed the gathering and 

spoke of the achievements of Nehruji.

CHHATTISGARH
Medical Camp Held

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Committee Handicap Cell organized a 
three – day free medical camp to carry out 
surgery under Dr. Sunil Kalra for split lips 
here on 19th June, 2013.

Around 12 patients were treated in the 
camp which was organized by Pradesh 
Congress vice – president, Shri Mahender 
Singh Kochar.

DAMAN AND DIU
Congress website launched

daman: The Daman and Diu Territorial 
Congress launched the Congress Party 
website here on 24th June, 2013.

The website contains all the information 
about the activities of the DDTCC, 
Congress and media and Congress and 
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local bodies, according the Shri Rudresh 
Aribai, the coordinator.

DELHI
DPCC felicitates General Secretary 

In-charge

new delhi: The Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) felicitated the newly 
– appointed AICC General Secretary and 
in – charge of Delhi, Shri Shakeel Ahmed 
and Secretary Kuljit Singh Nagra. DPCC 
president Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, MP 
presided over the function. AICC General 
Secretary Shri Janardhan Dwivedi, Delhi 
Ministers Dr. A.K. Walia, Arvinder Singh 
Lovely, Rajkumar Chauhan, Haroon Yousuf 
and Kiran Walia and Ramakant Goswami 
were also present. Thousands of Congress 
workers from different parts of Delhi 
began arriving at the DPCC office holding 
the Congress flags from 2 p.m. Congress 
workers started garlanding Shri Shakeel 
Ahmed as he arrived at DPCC premises, 
and he was showered with flowers. Shri 
Agarwal welcomed Shri Shakeel Ahmed 
and Shri Nagra by draping shawls around 
them. Delhi MLA Naseeb Singh, who has 
been made an AICC secretary, was also 
welcomed by draping a shawl on him.

Mahila Congress President 
felicitated

new delhi: The newly appointed president 
of the Delhi Pradesh Mahila Congress Smt. 
Onika Mehrotra was felicitated at the DPCC 
office, Rajiv Bhawan, here on 20th June, 
2013. On the occasion, she also assumed 
charge as president of the Delhi Pradesh 
Mahila Congress. Thousands of Congress 
workers from different parts of Delhi were 
present to give a hearty welcome to Smt. 
Mehrotra.

DPCC President, Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, 
MP presided over the function. Delhi Chief 

Minister, Smt. Sheila Dikshit was also 
present. Prominent others present were 
MP Mahabal Mishra, outgoing president of 
the Delhi Pradesh Mahila Congress Abha 
Choudhary, MLAs Dr. Narendra Nath, 
Tarwinder Singh Marwah, Amrish Gautam, 
Harishankar Gupta, Veer Singh Dhingan, 
Arvinder Singh Lovely, East Delhi MCD 
leader of the Opposition Variyam Kaur, 
Dhirendra Tyagi, Dr. Naresh Kumar, Suresh 
Malik, Rajinder Malik, Madan Khorwal, 
S.K. Puri, former Mayor Ashok Kumar 
Jain, Sukhbeer Sharma, Harikishan Jindal, 
Ishwar Bagri, R. Mani Naidu, Kailash Jain, 
C.P. Mittal, Dharmendra Solanki, Satinder 
Sharma, Municipal Councillor Savita 
Sharma and District and Block Congress 
Committee presidents. The air was rent 
with slogans like Sonia Gandhi Zindabad 
and Rahul Gandhi Zindabad.

DPCC president Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal 
said a dynamic and hard – working 
Congress worker has been entrusted with 
the top job of the Mahila Congress of Delhi, 
and it was a difficult assignment which Smt. 
Onika Mehrotra would have to discharge 
with hard work and total commitment.

HARYANA
Mahapanchayat held

Gurgaon:  Congressmen of Haryana 
celebrated the birthday of AICC Vice – 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi here on 19th 
June, 2013.

A Mahapanchayat, under the leadership 
of Kisan leader, Shri Dharam Singh Yadav 
was organized in which representation 

from 22 Vidhan Sabha constituencies 
participated and pledged to support all 
important development programme of 
the UPA Government. Haryana PCC 
spokesperson, Shri Khazan Singh organized 
this ‘Mahapanchayat’.

Condolence meeting held
sonepat: The City and Block Congress 
Committee, led by its president, Shri Ashok 
Chhabra organized a condolence meeting 
here on 13th June, 2013 for all those 
Congress leaders who were killed in the 
recent Naxal attack in Chhatisgarh.

District Congress President, Shri Pradeep 
Singh Gautam presided over the function. 
Others present were Shri Rajendra 
Chandra, MLA, Anil Kumar Binny, Monika 
Malik, Sanjeev Dahiya, Dr. Satvir Nirman, 
Harendra Saini, Pandit Sitaram Sharma, 
Santosh Gulia with others.

ODISHA
Problem of Adivasis

Bhubaneswar: Former Minister and 
senior Congress leader Shri Niranjan 
Patnaik on 8th June, 2013 has requested 
Odisha Governor Shri SC Jamir to exercise 
his powers under Article 244 (1) of the 
Constitution of India and administrative 
experience to address the problems of 
Adivasis in Malkangiri district by visiting 
the area. In a letter to the Governor, Shri 
Patnaik said after he visited Malkangiri 
district on May 04, 2013, in wake of mass 
resignation by over 60 representatives 
of Panchayati Raj Institutions, he had 
requested the Chief Minister to take stock 
of the situation, but neither the CM nor any 
of his ministers have visited the district.

“The BJD government is not serious about 
the problems of Adivasis. If a similar event 
of mass resignation had happened in the 
coastal districts the entire Government 
machinery would have landed up in the 
district to sort out matters. Malkangiri is 
quite dispensable in BJD scheme of politics. 
Perhaps anticipating this kind of a situation 
the Constitution makers included tribal 
districts in a separate schedule (Schedule V) 
and gave extensive powers to the Governors 
in respect of administration of these 
districts. You have huge administrative 
experience and understand the problem 
of adivasis very well. So, I request you to 
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exercise your powers in respect of this 
beleaguered Schedule V district,” Shri 
Patnaik said.

“I humbly request you to visit Malkangiri 
early to assuage the feeling of anger and 
frustration among the people of the district. 
You may also ask the CM to visit the district. 
I am sure the state police can provide the 
necessary security cover for his visit at least 
to the district headquarter, if not Kalimela 
that I could visit. You may also ask the Chief 
Secretary, the Development Commissioner 
and other senior bureaucrats to frequently 
visit these backward district,” said Shri 
Patnaik in his letter.

Give Justice to displaced persons
Bhubaneshwar: The State Congress 
Committee Minority Department has 
sent a representation to both the state 
administration and the State Governor for 
about 50 displaced persons of the minority 
community from the Rourkela Steel Plant.

The Pradesh Congress Committee has sent 
the representation about their employment 
with the Rourkela Steel Plant and has sent 
the list of all the displaced persons. The 
State Congress demands that the displaced 
persons are given employment at the 
earliest.

MADHYA PRADESH
Kisan Jagaran Abhiyan

Bhopal:  Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee president, Shri Kantilal Bhuria 
said on 14th June, 2013 that the Pradesh 
Chief Minister, Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan 
had made many promises to the farmers but 
has gone back on all his promises.

Shri Bhuria at a press briefing, said that 
the Congress would start a campaign 
throughout the state and would educate 
the farmers in the ‘Kisan Jagran Abhiyan’ 
against the anti farmers policy of the state 
government.

Shri Bhuria appointed Shri Dinesh Gurjar 
as the new president of the Kisan Khet 
Majdoor Congress. Others present were 
Shri Laxman Singh, Vice – President, 
Shri Rameshwar Nikhra and Shri Manik 
Aggarwal.

Sugar sale stopped
Bhopal: Pradesh Congress president, Shri 
Kantilal Bhuria said on 20th June, 2013 that 
the state Chief Minister has stopped the 
sale of sugar that was available through the 
public distribution system.

Shri Bhuria alleged that the wheat and rice 
being given to people is rotten and the chief 
minister has brought bitterness in the lives 
of people.

Memorandum to the Governor
Meanwhile, Shri Bhuria said that the 
women were not safe in the state due to 
rising crime against women. Shri Bhuria 
met the State Governor and handed over a 
memorandum in this regard. Shri Bhuria 
also alleged about the sexual exploitation 
of girls in a hostel in Sehore and asked for 
immediate action.

Condolence paid to dead in 
Uttarakhand

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee in the presence of AICC 
General Secretary and Incharge, Shri 
Mohan Prakash on 26th June, 2013 paid 
tributes to all those who had gone on 
pilgrimage and the soldiers who lost their 
lives while saving others during the floods 
in Uttarakhand disaster.

A public condolence was paid to all 
those who lost their lives and praised the 
Uttarakhand government for carrying out 
the rescue operation.

Shri Mohan Prakash said that during such 
natural disasters, Congress Party is the 
first to reach out to the people there to 
save the people and to provide all rescue 
materials. Shri Prakash said that the 
Congress president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi and 
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and 
Shri Rahul Gandhi were there to reach first 
and take stock of the situation.

The condolence meeting was attended 
by Shri Sanjay Nirupam, Ms. Priya Dutt, 
Shri Rakesh Kalia, Pradesh president, Shri 
Kantilal Bhuria, Leader of the Opposition, 

Shri Ajay Singh, Meenakshi Natrajan, MP, 
Pradesh Mahila Congress president, Smt. 
Archana Jaiswal with others.

Condolence for Subhash Yadav
Bhopal: A meeting of Madhya Pradesh 
C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  r e g a r d i n g 
organizational matter and the coming 
election issues which was due on 26th June, 
2013 was cancelled due to sudden demise of 
senior Congress leader, Shri Subhash Yadav.

AICC General Secretary and Pradesh 
incharge, Shri Mohan Prakash was there 
as the chief guest and the next day for 
such a meeting will be decided soon. The 
meeting was converted into condolence 
meeting District Sewa Dal chief organizer, 
Shri Yogesh Yadav alongwith other office – 
bearers paid homage to the former deputy 
chief minister garlanded his photograph.

Shri Mohan Prakash said that in his death, 
the Congress has suffered a big loss.

Tributes to Birsamunda, Shukla
jabalpur: The Congressmen, led by 
former AICC Secretary, Ms. Kaushaliya 
Gontia, celebrated the martyrdom day 
of revolutionary Adivasi leader, Shri 
Birsamunda and paid him tributes here on 
9th June, 2013.

Many Congress leaders and office – bearers 
of the City Congress were present at the 
function. A two – day programme was held 
and on the concluding day on 11th June, 
2013, the Congressmen garlanded the statue 
of Shri Birsamunda and also paid tributes 
to slain Congress leader, Shri Vidya Charan 
Shukla who was killed in a Naxal attack in 
Chhattisgarh.

neWs
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Sankalp Diwas
jabalpur: The Congressmen, led by 
former AICC Secretary, Ms. Kaushaliya 
Gontia, celebrated the birthday of AICC 
Vice – President, Shri Rahul Gandhi as 
‘Sankalp Diwas’ here on 19th June, 2013.

Ms. Gontia asked the youth to strengthen 
the hands of Shri Rahul Gandhi so that 
he could carry forward the legacy of 
the Congress and serve the people for a 
brighter future.

Also present were former Mayor Shri 
N.P. Dubey, City Congress president, 
Shri Dinesh Yadav, Indira Palhak Tiwari, 
Anju Singh Baghel, Shri Pankaj Pandey 
(MLA), Rekha Jain, Lakshmi Pandey, 
Kirtan Vyas with others.

Rahul Gandhi’s birthday held
jab a lpur :  The City  and Dist r ic t 
Congress Committee celebrated the 
birthday of AICC Vice – President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi here on 19th June, 2013.

The C ongressmen celebrated the 
birthday of Shri Rahul Gandhi among 
the blind children of the Bhawartal blind 
school and distributed fruits and sweets.

The function was organized by City 
Congress Vice – President, Shri Arun 
Singh Pawar.  Others present were 
Shri Tarun Rohitas, Shri Ghanshyam 
Aggar wal,  Shri  Rajiv Tiwari,  Shri 
Shivam Yadav, Shri Shubham Malviya 
with others.

MAHARASHTRA
Women’s conference held

jalgaon: The City Congress Mahila 
Congress organized a one – day Mahila 
conference here on 21st June, 2013. The 
function was presided over by District 
Congress president, Shri Udaysingh Ji 
Patel.

The conference was held to make the 
women to be aware of her rights and to 
take active part in politics and to also 
start preparing for the forthcoming 
elections.

The  conference  was  attended by 
All – India Mahila Congress vice – 
president and incharge, Smt. Shobna 
Shah, Maharashtra Pradesh Mahila 
Congress president, Smt. Kamlatai. 
Others included, Smt. Rajshri Patil, 
Suvarna More, Rekha Borole, Ishwar 
More and Sanjay Patil.

Student Mentor Project
Mu mb ai :  The  Mumb ai  R eg iona l 
Congress Committee North – East 
District launched the Rahul Gandhi 
Student Mentor Project in Mulund here 
on 20th June, 2013.

The project was initiated by adopting 
15 poor and orphan students for the 
purpose of education. The project was 
launched on the eve of AICC Vice – 

President, Shri Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 
to celebrate his birthday in a unique way 
by offering help and education to the 
poor and deprived students, according 
to North – East District Congress 
secretary, Shri V. Ingle.

TAMILNADU
Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 

celebrated
trichy : The Congressmen, led by 
Tamilnadu PCC member,  Shr i  B. 
Balasubramanian, celebrated the 43rd 
birthday of AICC vice – president, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi here on 19th June, 2013.

The Congressmen offered prayers for 
the long life of Shri Rahul Gandhi and 
later distributed sweets among the 
people.

UTTARAKHAND
False claim

dehradun:  Uttarakhand Pradesh 
Congress Committee Spokesperson, 
Shri Dhirendra Pratap denied the claims 
of Gujarat Chief Minister that 15,000 
Gujaratis were saved and sent back safely 
from the floods and calamity that struck 
Uttarakhand.

Shri Dhirendra Pratap while speaking to 
the Press here on 28th June, 2013 said if 
he had done so then he should be able 
to provide the names and address to 
us to counter his claim but he was just 
boasting about it.

But in real sense and without making 
any claims, AICC Vice – President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi was providing all relief 
and help to the survivors with his men. 
And this is a true help in a sense.

neWs
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UTTAR PRADESH
Mortal remains of Shri V.C. 
Shukla immersed in Ganges

allahabad:  The mortal remains of 
Senior Congress leader, Shri Vidya 
Charan Shukla were immersed in the 
Ganges here on 15th June, 2013. Shri 
Shukla was seriously injured in a Naxal 
attack on 25th May in Chhatisgarh.

The mortal remains were received at the 
airport by UPCC president, Dr. Nirmal 
Khatri, MP, former UPCC President, Dr. 
Rita Bahuguna Joshi, Zonal Congress 
president, Shri Shyam Krishna Pandey 
with other Congressmen.

Protest dharna
Lucknow: The Congress Party carried 
out agitation and protest throughout 
Uttar Pradesh for the increase in the 
unit cost of electricity imposed by the 
Samajwadi Party government in the 
state.

According to the directive of the UPCC 
president, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, the party 
workers held dharna and protest in front 
of the District headquarters and later a 
memorandum was handed over to the 
state Government on 13th June, 2013.

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s birthday 
celebrated

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
organized various programmes on the 
occasion of the birthday of AICC Vice – 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi, MP here 
on 19th June, 2013.

The function was presided over by 
UPCC president, Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
while it was organized by Shri Harish 
Bajpayee, MLC.

Shri Khatri visited the poor in the village 
and sat with them to understand their 
problems which he assured of solving 
it out.

Later the Congressmen distributed 
fruits and sweets among the patients of 
the Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital.

Tributes to Pt. Nehru
allahabad: Rich and glowing tributes 

were paid to architect of modern India 
and first Prime Minister Pt. Jawahar Lal 
Nehru by the District and City Congress 
Committee members on his 49th death 
anniversary here on 27th May, 2013. 
Partymen reached Anand Bhawan, the 
home of Nehrus and garlanded the 
portrait of Pandit Ji to pay homage.

On this occasion in Shridhanjali Sabha 
former president, UPCC and MLA 
Dr. Reeta Bahuguna Joshi said India 
was made self – sufficient by the steps 
taken by Pt. Nehru for the development 
of country. While paying homage to 
the all 29 Congress leaders killed in 
Chhattisgarh Maoists attack recently, 
she said country would fight out the 
terrorism with firm and heavy hands.

Former CLP leader and MLA Shri 
Pramod Tiwari called upon the party 
men to convey the Welfare policies of 
central Government among the public 
and said this will be the real tribute to 
Pt. Nehru.

MLA Anugrah Narain Singh said Pt. 
Nehru took the pioneering steps to 
modernize and Industrialize India.

Zonal President Digvijay Singh, former 
state home minister Rajendra Tripathi, 
AICC member Shekhar Bahuguna and 
Ex Mayor Ch. Jitendra Narian Singh, 
said Pt. Nehru was the symbol of peace 
and was the greatest figure in the 20th 
century.

The meeting was presided by city 
president Shyam Krishna Pandey.

Party spokesman Kishore Varshney 
conducted the meeting and said Pt. 
Nehru was the symbol of secularism.

Later the partymen garlanded the statute 
of Pt. Nehru at Balson crossing.

Among those who spoke and pay tribute 
were former MP, R.N. Rakesh, Fuzail 
Hashmi, Manish Mishra, Ram Yaga 
Dwivedi, Ajay Pasi, Prahlad Dwivedi, 
Mukund Tiwari, Abhya Awasthi, Nishant 
Tripathi, Vijay Bahadur Singh, Dr. Satya 
Pandey, P.C. Pandey, B.S. Wilson, Prof. 
Yamuna Pandey and many others.

Birthday of Rahul Gandhi 
celebrated

Firozabad: The City Congress Sewa Dal, 
under the leadership of its president, 
Shri Nurulhuda Lala Rhyne Gandhi, 
celebrated the 44th birthday of AICC 
Vice – President, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
here on 19th June, 2013.

Sh r i  Nu r u l hu d a  c ut  a  c a ke  an d 
distributed it among the children and 
sweets were also distributed among the 
people.

Those present were PCC Member, Shri 
Ghulam Jhilani, Shri Prakashnidhi Garg, 
Aamir, Aarti, Sonam, Meenakshi Devi, 
Sajid Beig with others.

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s  
birthday held

Firozabad: Congressmen of the Uttar 
Pradesh Congress Committee Trader’s 
cell, led by Shri Satishchandra Aggarwal, 
celebrated the birthday of AICC Vice – 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi here on 
19th June, 2013.

The Congressmen prayed for  the 
long life of Shri Rahul Gandhi and 
distributed sweets. Those present were 
Hakim Ahmad, Malti Tiwari, Kusum 
Singh, Ghulam, Gaurav Yadav, Anil 
Yadav, Shamnath Pachauri, Surendra 
Nagar and others.
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mAhILA COngREss ACTIvITIEs 

RePoRts

The All India Mahila Congress 
congratulates the newly appointed 
Mahila Congress Presidents of, 

Assam, Delhi, Rajasthan, Manipur, Andhra 
Pradesh and Sikkim. 

All India Mahila Congress President Smt. 
Anita Verma campaigned for the Bi-election 
of Mandi Parliamentary Constituency during 
the month of June 2013. 

Dr. Shobhna Shah, Vice-President AIMC & 
Incharge of Maharashtra held organizational 
meetings separately in Rural and Urban areas 
of Jalgaon, Dhule and Nandurbar Districts 
of Maharashtra. She directed all the units to 
complete formation of Booth units positively 
by 31st August 2013 and prepare a list of 
committees along with the photographs of 
office bearers and submit the same in State 
Headquarters. 

Dr. Anita Babbar, General Secretary, AIMC 

& Incharge Punjab visited Moga, Ludhiana 
districts of Punjab. Smt. Asha Sharma, 
General Secretary, AIMC & Incharge Western 
U.P. went to Mathura, Agra and Firozabad 
districts of Agra Mandal of U.P. to take stock 
of the status of Mahila Congress organizations 
in these districts.

Smt. Parineeta Azad, Secretary, AIMC & 
Incharge Rajasthan, visited Pratapgarh 
and Nagaur districts where she convened 
meetings of Mahila Congress organization. 
Ms. Sushma Yadav, Secretary, AIMC & 
Incharge Bihar held meetings in Rural areas 
of  Muzaffarpur, Vaishali and Patna districts 
of Bihar. 

Smt. Kabita Rehman, President, West Bengal 
PMC organized a protest demonstration 
against a disgusting remark made by 
State Advocate General against Election 
Commission and burnt his effigy in Kolkata. 

She took a deputation of Birbhum District 
Mahila Congress to meet senior  police 
officers demanding proper securities in 
the forthcoming Panchayat elections in 
West Bengal. Smt. Abha Sinha, President, 
Jharkhand PMC held a Dharna seeking 
justice for two minor girls who were gang 
raped in Deoghar. A delegation of Mahila 
Congress activists presented a memorandum 
to Hon’ble Governor of Jharkhand in this 
regard under the leadership of Smt. Abha 
Sinha. The Mahila Congress unit of Jharkhand 
also collected relief material for the victims 
of natural calamity in Uttrakhand. Smt. R.K. 
Ranisana Devi, newly appointed President 
of Manipur PMC organized a one-day 
State-level convention in Imphal which 
was attended by Hon’ble Chief Minister of 
Manipur as Chief Guest alongwith Manipur 
PCC President. 

(anita Verma)

Ex-sERvICEmEn fLAy Rss, mODI

The newly constituted MPCC Ex-
Servicemen organised a meeting of 
Ex-Servicemen in Bhopal on June 

29, 2013.  The function was held at Indira 
Bhavan in which nearly 300 Ex-Servicemen, 
Veer Naris (widows/war widows) and others 
participated.  

The meeting commenced with homage 
to Sh.  Subhas Yadav,  former MPCC 
President and former Deputy CM, M.P.  
The welcome address was given by the newly 
appointed Chairman, MPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department Capt. V P Singh.  Sh. Bhattanlal 
Sahu, GS MPCC in his address said that if the 
freedom fighters had brought independence 
of India, the soldiers have made tremendous 
sacrifices to protect the country’s freedom.  
He said that the Ex-Servicemen can play a 
very useful role in combating the communal 
forces.  Mr. Govind Goyal, GS MPCC stated 
that the Indian soldiers fought very bravely 
in the wars of 1947, 1948, 1962, 1965, 1971 
and Kargil operations.  Their sacrifices 
can never be forgotten.  Sh. Mukesh Naik, 
Spokesman MPCC condemned the BJP 
government for its massive corruption in 

the State and cited many examples of cases 
of graft under Shivaji Singh govt.    He 
also spoke highly of soldiers’ sacrifice and 
discipline.

Capt. Praveen Davar Secretary AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department explained the aims 
and objectives of the AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Department and gave the examples of 
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand in 
the contribution of Ex-Servicemen to the 

formation of Congress govts in the two 
States.  He said even though the percentage 
of Ex-Servicemen in M.P. is not high, yet 
he was hopeful that Ex-Servicemen of the 
State will support the Congress as UPA 1 
and UPA 2 had taken many steps for the 
welfare of Ex-Servicemen.  He said that 
under the guidance of Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi, the Dr. Manmohan Singh 

continued on page 47 
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PRess BRieFinGs

CaBinet deCision
Spokesperson : Shri Sandeep Dikshit- said 
that I want to draw your attention and want 
to give you an indication that the way the 
Cabinet has taken some decisions yesterday, 
particularly in Naxalite affected areas of 
erecting towers and alongwith it to put 
National Health Insurance Scheme there, 
we have been saying this from long back 
but despite this the UPA – II government 
has been continuously taking decisions on 
development related works and many of 
them are people’s welfare programmes which 
have been initiated years and months ago. 
I specially want to underline this because 
there are some sections which keep on 
repeating the slowness in the progress of the 
development work of UPA – II. The decision 
that was taken yesterday by the Cabinet and 
many decisions taken earlier only indicate 
that despite all adds the government is 
committed towards development and like 
a responsible government they continue 
on the path of fulfilling most important 
work of development programmes or be it 
of economic development. Wednesday, 5th 
June, 2013

CondoLenCe to  
shRi V.C. shuKLa

Spokesperson : Shri Raj Babbar - first of 
all paid condolences to Shri Vidya Charan 
Shukla and said that Shri Shukla had a long 
political career, he started his Parliamentary 
career since 1957 and carried forward 
the Congress thought in Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh and after being injured 
seriously in the Naxal attack on 25th June, 
2013 and breathed his last today. In his loss, 
not only Congress and Chhattisgarh have 
suffered, but the whole nation has suffered a 
great loss and I personally am at a loss. I only 
pray to God almighty to give peace to the 
departed soul and give strength to the whole 
family to bear this loss and give them peace.

Yesterday was a day of many incidents that 

perhaps that were thought of much earlier 
and the efforts were continuing, but what 
happened today on 25th May, 2013 for those 
who were martyred, as a result of which 
the UPA government and the Congress 
Party putting forward their positive policy 
had called for an all – party meeting of all 
the parties and unanimously passed a bill 
against Naxal violence that will protect our 
democracy today and in the future and to 
strengthen it is a big achievement in itself. 
Congress president thinks that this is just 
not a matter of security system because 
behind this those people are involved who 
did not get justice and who did not get their 
due and this is one of the reason and the 
answer is in the democratic values. But it 
is a matter of regret that those people who 
despite having trust on these values call 
themselves as Naxalites and give their reply 
by the bullets of a gun, they do not want to 
understand the values of democracy.

Prime Minister and the government, had 
made their decision very clear that those 
who find solution through the barrel of the 
gun would be dealt strongly and all those 
youth who are misguiding them, is trying to 
bring them back in the mainstream. With the 
democratic values the Congress programmes 
and projects would also progress speedily. 
Tuesday, 11th June, 2013

ModeRniZation oF aRMy 
in 12th PLan

Spokesperson : Shri Shakeel Ahmad - said 
that some news about the Army has come 
in the media and which was good. In the 
12th Plan around 638 big projects are likely 
to be included, in which the operational 
gaps in the Army will be plugged. The 
Indian National Congress and the UPA 
Government and the governments of the 
country, are always ready for the security 
of the nation and we should be ready and 
we hope that new steps have to be taken for 
the modernization of defence forces and the 
Army of our country and with these steps of 

 AICC DIARyled UPA govt. had effected steep hike in 
the pensions of Ex-Servicemen and salaries 
of serving soldiers.  Capt. Praveen Davar 
explained how expansion of ECHS (Ex-
Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme) 
had benefited Ex-Servicemen and health 
profile of Ex-Servicemen has improved very 
substantially during the last past decade.

The Secretary AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Department launched a scathing attack 
on the BJP leadership for projecting a 
divisive person as their candidate for Prime 
Ministership.  He categorically stated that 
Ex-Servicemen throughout the country 
will ensure that Gandhi-Nehru ideology 
prevails over facist ideology of RSS.  Ex-
Servicemen will spare no effort in ensuring 
that Mr. Modi does not become Prime 
Minister.  In any case, he said, he stands 
no chance as the BJP led alliance will suffer 
humiliating defeat in 2014 LS elections.  

Capt. Davar also ridiculed the Gujarat 
CM for his proposal to put up a statue 
of Sardar Patel which will be twice as tall 
the American statue of liberty.  He said it 
should not be forgotten that it was Sardar 
Patel who, as Home Minister of India, gave 
orders for arrest of RSS leader after the 
assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and also 
banned the communal outfit for nearly 2 
years.  The RSS leaders were released only 
after they had given the assurance that 
they will not indulge in political activities.  
However, by forming Jan Sangh in 1951 
the RSS broke its promise.  Capt. Praveen 
Davar also stated that the BJP have no 
moral right to make Swami Vivekanand 
its icon as Vivekananda was a secular 
saint whose universal outlook was at total 
variance with the bigoted philosophy of the 
Sangh parivar.

On behalf of MPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department, Capt. V P Singh submitted 
a memorandum in which a number of 
demands of Ex-Servicemen of M.P. were 
listed.  Sh. Suresh Singh Rajput, Secretary 
Ex-Servicemen Welfare Society submitted a 
cheque sof Rs.7,000/- for the Prime Minister 
Relief Fund on behalf of Ex-Servicemen of 
Pipariya (Distt. Hoshangabad). v

continued from page 46
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modernization our Army and the forces will 
get more strength and will be empowered. 
Thursday, 13th June, 2013

tRaGedy in 
uttaRaKhand, 

hiMaChaL
Spokesperson : Shri Raj Babbar - said with 
a heavy heart that the nation was watching 
the tragedy in Himachal Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand and are feeling the pain of the 
people there who have either lost their dear 
owes or have been separated. This tragedy 
is making us realize a phase where we can 
think of sending relief materials and speedy 
relief operation and do make comments 
on others. Hon’ble Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and the Prime Minister 
are personally supervising the relief work 
and some speed too has been picked up in 
these relief works. Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 
received many letters from the residents 
of Hemkund Sahib. The help is being sent 
to those people who are stranded there. 
When relief was sent to them, they had 
sent letter of thanks. The jawans and Army 
workers of our country, the Air Force and 
para – military forces are together carrying 
out relief work with all their mind and all 
their strength. Where helicopters cannot 
reach, our jawans are saving the stranded 
people by risking their own lives. Till date 
43 helicopters are helping Air Force and 
Army in relief work and today another 
13 helicopters have been added for the 
relief work. The Air Force has started 
preparing work on all the helipads so that 
the helicopters can easily land on them and 
the relief work is speeded up. The Congress 
president has asked all the party MPs and 
MLAs to donate one month’s salary for 
relief work. All the state units and the chief 
of the Congress have been asked to collect 

relief materials and two camp have been set 
– up in Uttarakhand under the supervision 
of AICC and Sewa Dal staff. We all have to 
make concerted efforts and understanding 
the seriousness of the tragedy, to only show 
the truth which the people want to know 
but the truth is that how we arrange human 
resources during such human tragedy we 
make them cry all the more who are already 
in trouble. Today our efforts should be on 
how to save more and more people and 
accelerate the relief work. The Congress 
president, Smt. Sonia Gandhi will once 
again visit the area and osses the relief work 
being carried out there. Thought I do not 
have much to say, but I only request the 
people of India to become one in this hour 
of grief. Friday, 21st June, 2013

CondoLenCe to jaWans 
KiLLed in CRash

Spokesperson : Shri Sandeep Dikshit - said 
that on behalf of the Congress President 
and the whole Congress Party I would like 
express my condolences to all those jawans 
who lost their lives in the helicopter crash. 
I would like to pray to God to console the 
families of those killed in the crash. The 
Uttarakhand government has announced 
a compensation of Rs. ten lakh each to the 
family of dead and I hope other agencies too 
would contribute into it. I am not aware of 
the real figures but I have come to know that 
19 to 20 people were there in the helicopter 
which crashed.

Another thing that I would like to mention is 
this that news is coming from Uttarakhand 
government that around 99000 people have 

been evacuated from there. Some people are 
still there in the Badrinath valley. There is 
some problems in the villages and around 
850 roads have been washed away and the 
Uttarakhand government has sent 600 MT 
of food material as relief and around 313 
doctors are working around the clock and 
water supply has been restored in 24000 
area but more has still to be done. Food 
material, drugs and the path for walking 
is being cleared and more aid will be sent 
to the stranded people in for off villages. 
Wednesday, 26th June, 2013

disMiss BaBu Bhai 
BaKhiRiya

Spokesperson : Shri Bhakta Charan Das 
- said that today we have among us the 
Gujarat Pradesh president, Shri Arjun 
Modwadia, CLP Leader Shri Shankar Singh 
Waghela and former CLP Leader Shri 
Shakti Singh Gohil.

Shri Bhakta Charan Das said that the 
Gujarat Pradesh president, Shri Arjun 
Modwadia and CLP Leader in Gujarat 
Assembly Shri Shankar Singh Waghela with 
other state party leaders meet the President 
and gave a representation to dismiss Shri 
Babu Bhai Bkhiriya from the Gujarat 
ministry here on 28th June, 2013.

The representation said that the concerned 
minister was involved in the mining scam 
but he is continuing as a minister. The 
Congress feels that maybe Chief Minister 
Modi is also a beneficiary alongwith 
Shri Bakhiriya in the mininig scam. The 
Congress seeks his immediate dismissal 
from the Gujarat cabinet. Friday, 28th 
June, 2013
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