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Congress regained power in Karnataka Assembly after a long gap of Fourteen Years.  The people of Karnataka 
returned the Congress to power giving a clear majority as the people were fed up of non governance, 
infighting and corruption of the previous regimes. The politics of crony capitalism which made many 

pro Government elements rich beyond imagination was not missed by the people. Bangaluru which was famous 
as the beautiful Garden City of India and became the hub of activity of Information Technology has become a 
ruined city. It has also come as a warning to the BJP that merely by offering platitudes and accusations against 
the Congress they cannot hope to wean away the voters. The Voters are now educated and can see through the 
tall promises and falsehood being spread by the leaders of BJP. The wise strategy of the Congress President ably 
assisted by Vice President Rahul Gandhi whose decision to give early announcement of candidates gave adequate 
time for aspirants to introduce themselves to the voters. This policy paid its dividends and we congratulate them 
for this foresight.

Once again the leaders of opposition did not allow the smooth functioning of the parliament for one reason or 
the other and the parliament had to be adjourned sine die two days before the scheduled time as no business was 
being allowed to be transacted. As a result two important legislations viz. The Food Security Bill and The Land 
Acquisition Bill which have far reaching ramifications in the interest of the aam aadmi could not be discussed. 
These are important legislations which require the studied thoughts and ideas of the elected representatives of 
the people to make them more meaningful and they have been deprived of this benefit. Opposition is important 
in a democracy. But debate is more important especially in the forum of Parliament which is designed for this 
objective, Continuous disruptions and not allowing the country to move important changes in governance are 
not in the interest of the people who have sent MP’s to parliament. 

The philosophy of Panchsheel enunciated by founding fathers of Independent India has stood the test of time over 
the last six decades. The Government in a mature fashion did not lose its cool in spite of grave provocation by 
both its neighbors China and Pakistan. Dialogue has always paved the way for sanity to prevail and the spirit of 
confrontation being advocated by Leaders of Opposition could only lead towards ugly events which are not in the 
long term interest of the nation. Spirit of mediation is not a reflection of weakness but maturity and the country 
cannot afford misadventures at the drop of a hat till all other means have not been exhausted. India maintained a 
stern stand with dignity and ultimately a suitable solution was found at the border. The indignation in the matter 
of Sarabjit Singh was felt strongly by the entire nation and the leadership of Congress was equally grieved. Strong 
protests have been lodged through diplomatic channels and measures are being initiated to work towards the 
release of prisoners in Pak Jails. With a new Government in Pakistan we hope that a suitable resolution would be 
found on this issue. Both Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Vice President Rahul Gandhi participated 
in the grief and offered personal condolences to the bereaved family.

In May we remember our First Prime Minister of Independent India Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru who left us on 27th 
May, 1964. Pt. Nehru was a tall leader who was respected not only in India but across the world and who was 
responsible for the formulation of many peace and development initiatives across the world. He was amongst 
the founding fathers of the Non Aligned Movement which is still an important force in the World. He laid the 
foundation stone for a self reliant and a strong India and established the five year plans and the Public Sector to 
meet the needs of the economy. His services to the nation are still remembered with respect and affection by all 
countrymen.

Also, on 21st May, 1991 we lost our young and dynamic leader Sh. Rajiv Gandhi who was cruelly assassinated 
on this day. Rajiv ji was a leader who understood and worked towards the aspirations of the youth of India. He 
could visualize the transformations of the world racing towards the twenty first century and started laying the 
foundations of a young and vibrant India ready for the twenty first century. His revolution in the fields of Telecom 
and Information Technology was responsible for the affluence and the source of massive deployment in jobs of 
the educated youth of India the world over. The pre-eminent position of India in these fields was possible due to 
his vision. His vision towards decentralization of power through Panchayati raj and for Women Empowerment 
has revolutionized the social fabric of this country. These were but only few of his far reaching initiatives launched 
during his brief period as Prime Minister. We miss our youthful leader and pay our respects to him for having 
laid the path for the progress of the country. v
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On 22nd May, 2013 the UPA completes its 9 years in Government at the 
centre. The competent leadership provided by the Chairperson of the 
UPA ,Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi is the integral reason for the 
success of having achieved such a mile stone during these troubled times 
of fragmented politics in the country. Despite an economic meltdown 
globally where even strong economies like that of USA and Europe came 
close to an economic collapse, India was able to see through this troubled 
time with comparative ease due to the foresight and sagacity of the UPA 
leadership. The Economist Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh respected 
the world over could play a vital role in this achievement.

The teachings of Raja dharma guide us that good governance is only 
possible with inclusive and beneficial growth of all the subjects. Under 
the leadership of Smt. Sonia Gandhi the UPA has actually succeeded in 
following this age old adage which has come down to us through ages. 
All policies enunciated by the UPA Government are inclusive and for the 
aam aadmi. The Direct benefits to the aam aadmi have been innumerous 
and in many spheres. The introduction of MGNREGA, the largest scheme 
of its kind anywhere in the world ,has given an honorable way to earn 
a living to the poor unemployed villager who while earning his daily 
wages is also playing a role in nation building. The National Rural Health 
Mission (NRHM) guarantee provides insurance to poor villagers to get 
medical aid at times of need, The Guarantee of providing education to all 
is provided by the UPA Government under the Right to Education giving 
an opportunity to all the children in the country to take advantage and 
get basic education. The Aadhaar scheme provides a unique identity 
to all citizens and has become a means to give subsidy directly in the 
hands of the deserving thereby eliminating possibilities of malpractice 
and leakage under the scheme Aapka paisa aapke haath. And all this 
with total transparency provided through Right to Information whereby 
you have the right to know how decisions were arrived at. These are but 
a few of the schemes of the UPA for the aam aadmi.

The path ahead under the leadership of the UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi ably assisted by the Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi is 
of a better and affluent India in which no body is deprived of their basic 
necessities in days ahead.
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Following is the text of UPA Chairperson, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s speech, at the release of 
the ‘Report to the People’ in New Delhi on 22 
May, 2013:

My greetings to you all on the fourth 
anniversary of UPA-II.

It is an appropriate moment to reflect on 
what we have sought to do during these 
past few years. Our focus has never been 
in doubt and we have never deviated from 
our priorities: to strengthen our secular 
ethos, to address the needs of our people, 
especially the weaker sections, whether they 
are women or minorities, scheduled castes 
or scheduled tribes or backwards, to pay 
special attention to farmers and workers, 
and to strive for a growing, dynamic 
economy that is both just and inclusive.

You are  a l l  fami l iar  with our major 

UPA II - ComPletIon of foUr yeArs

initiatives, and there have indeed been many 
as the Prime Minister has just explained. 

Can anyone question the magnitude of  
changes we have been able to bring about? 

All states, across Party lines, have received 
unprecedented assistance from the Central 
government for development programmes 
and schemes. 

Governance is  now subject  to  str ic t 
transparency and accountability as a result 
of the laws we have put in place.

The weaker sections of society---dalits, 
adivasis, OBCs, minorities and women—
have been further empowered through a 
number of new initiatives. 

Never before have procurement prices for 
farmers been increased as they have in 
the last nine years. This has led to record 

TOgEThER wE hAvE 
wORkED hARD TO 
puRsuE OuR pOLICIEs 
AnD pROgRAmmEs, 
AnD pROvIDE EffECTIvE 
gOvERnAnCE. :  
Sonia Gandhi

 OuR fOCus hAs 

nEvER bEEn In DOubT 

AnD wE hAvE nEvER 

DEvIATED fROm 

OuR pRIORITIEs: TO 

sTREngThEn OuR 

sECuLAR EThOs, TO 

ADDREss ThE nEEDs 

Of OuR pEOpLE,
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production of foodgrains. 

Never before have so many of our children 
been in school and colleges aspiring for a 
better future. 

The nation is closely connected today 
through the expansion of rural roads and 
through a mobile telephone network which 
is the second largest in the world with the 
cheapest call rates. 

The world is going through a financial 
crisis. Yet, our government has been able 
to navigate these turbulent times with 
confidence and has shown resilience. We 
see the makings of an economic recovery. 
We expect high growth to return and we 
can look forward to renewed momentum 
in our development and social programmes.

But even as I say this I cannot hide my 
deep sense of  disappointment at  the 
way that Parliament has been prevented 
from functioning and fulfilling both its 
constitutional role and its democratic 
obligations.

We deeply regret that in spite of our 
government’s repeated offers for debate 
and discussion on all issues, the principal 
Opposition Party has thwarted the work and 
functioning of Parliament.

We are disappointed that we have not 
been able to get crucial legislation enacted 
entirely because of this obstructionist 
approach.

Parliament still has time, we still have time 
to fulfill our duties to our people.

ACHIEVEMENTS of UPA-2

internal Security 

* internal security situation in 
Jammu & Kashmir improved 
r a p i d l y  a f t e r  t h e  u pa 
Government came to power 
and adopted a multipronged 
approach in the militancy 
affected areas. 

* Militancy related incidents 
w i t n e s s e d  a  t e n - f o l d 
decrease as the central and 
State Governments worked 
in close cooperation and 
coordination. 

*  the upa Government’s 
approach in dealing with 
left-wing extremism in a 
holistic manner in the areas 
of security, development, 
ensuring r ights of local 
communi t ies  and good 
governance is  showing 
results in declining violence 
in LWe affected areas. 

* in the last four years, lives 
lost in LWe-related incidents 
were reduced by more than 
half. 

ThE wORLD Is gOIng 
ThROugh A fInAnCIAL 
CRIsIs. YET, OuR 
gOvERnmEnT hAs 
bEEn AbLE TO 
nAvIgATE ThEsE 
TuRbuLEnT TImEs 
wITh COnfIDEnCE 
AnD hAs shOwn 
REsILIEnCE. wE 
sEE ThE mAkIngs 
Of An ECOnOmIC 
RECOvERY. wE ExpECT 
hIgh gROwTh TO 
RETuRn AnD wE CAn 
LOOk fORwARD TO 
REnEwED mOmEnTum 
In OuR DEvELOpmEnT 
AnD sOCIAL 
pROgRAmmEs.
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I take this opportunity to make a fervent 
plea to the NDA and other Opposition 
Parties. 

Let us come together and collectively 
ensure the passage of the food security, 
land acquisition bills and other important 
bills. These are not  partisan issues. It is 
not a question of the government versus 
the opposition. These  bills affect the lives 
and livelihoods of millions whom we are 
committed to represent and benefit. 

Apart from the legislations that we need 
to get passed, we must impart new energy 
in some key areas. For instance, the Aap 
Ka Paisa, Aap Ke Haath initiative that uses 
cutting edge technology to make sure that 
funds and subsidies reach only those for 
whom they are intended. 

Corruption remains an issue that agitates 
us all and the public across the country. 
We have been uncompromising in our 
approach to combat this scourge. We have 
nothing to feel defensive about. 

At the same time, we need to be aware that 
there has been a calculated effort in some 
quarters to deliberately falsify and create 
innuendo, to spread misinformation and 
untruth. We must be alert and counter 
these campaigns which are designed to 
confuse and demoralize people and thwart 
the government’s functioning. The Prime 
Minister is carrying out his responsibilities 
with great dignity in the face of unrelenting 
hostility and abuse from the Opposition.  
We respect him, and we all stand by him.  
The UPA government, our Party and our 
coalition colleagues have all worked closely 
and unitedly  all these years.  Together we 
have worked hard to pursue our policies 
and programmes, and provide effective 
governance.  We are not going to be 
deterred or distracted by the drummed up 
noise being created around us.  

We have much to be proud of. We  will 
continue to look ahead with confidence, 
knowing that the people of our country 
will recognize the value of what we have 
accomplished.

I thank all of you for being here this 
evening. v

I TAkE ThIs 
OppORTunITY TO 
mAkE A fERvEnT 
pLEA TO ThE nDA AnD 
OThER OppOsITIOn 
pARTIEs. 

LET us COmE 
TOgEThER AnD 
COLLECTIvELY EnsuRE 
ThE pAssAgE Of 
ThE fOOD sECuRITY, 
LAnD ACquIsITIOn 
bILLs AnD OThER 
ImpORTAnT 
bILLs. ThEsE ARE 
nOT  pARTIsAn 
IssuEs. IT Is nOT A 
quEsTIOn Of ThE 
gOvERnmEnT vERsus 
ThE OppOsITIOn. 
ThEsE  bILLs AffECT 
ThE LIvEs AnD 
LIvELIhOODs Of 
mILLIOns whOm 
wE ARE COmmITTED 
TO REpREsEnT AnD 
bEnEfIT. 

Mahatma Gandhi nreGa 

• MGNREGA is the largest 
Social Welfare Scheme of 
its kind in the world started 
by the upa in 2006.

• Every fifth rural household 
in india benefits from the 
Scheme which provides 
emp loyment  mos t l y  to 
the  Schedu led castes , 
S c h e d u l e d  tr i b e s  a n d 
women in villages. 

• W a g e s  g i v e n  u n d e r 
MGnreGa per day have 
almost doubled from `65 to 
`128 since the launch of the 
Scheme. 

• In 2012-13, the Scheme 
p r o v i d e d  e m p l o y m e n t 
to  more than 4.8  crore 
households,  generat ing 
more than 213 crore person-
days of employment at a 
total expenditure of more 
than `39,000 crore. 

• MGNREGA has successfully 
raised the bargaining power 
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r, 
resulting in higher agricultural 
wages, improved economic 
outcomes, and reduction in 
distress migration. 

Food Security 
• There has been more than 

three-fold increase in food 
subsidy during upa tenure. 
it reflects Government’s 
commi tment  to  ensure 
adequate food at affordable 
prices for all, especially the 
poor. 

UPA II - ComPletIon of foUr yeArs
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Prime Minister’s speech on the occasion of the 
release of the ‘Report to the People’ 

Following is the text of Prime Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh’s speech, at the release of 
the ‘Report to the People’ in New Delhi on 22 
May, 2013:

“This Report to the People which we are 
going to release in a few moments is last 

before the next general elections. Next year, 
we will report to our people directly, seeking 
a renewed mandate. It is only appropriate that 
this year we take a longer term perspective 
and report to our people on what we have 
been able to achieve in these past nine years.   
Before I proceed further, I would like to 
place on record our deep sense of gratitude 
to Chairperson, UPA, Smt. Sonia Gandhiji 
whose inspiring leadership has made these 
achievements possible.

A detailed review of government programmes 
is contained in the Report and I urge all of you, 
especially the media, to read it fully. Let me 
focus today on four key achievements: one, the 
improved performance of the economy; two, 
making the growth process more inclusive; 
three, delivery of better governance and 
better delivery of welfare and development 
programmes; and, four, improved relations 
with a changing and challenging  world.

Friends, we can legitimately claim, and with 
pride, that the UPA Government has taken our 
country forward on all these four fronts in the 
nine years. We have journeyed many miles, 
though we know we have more miles to travel.

Let me begin with growth. Faster growth is 

necessary to provide expanding opportunities 
to our young people and to generate revenues 
to support inclusiveness programmes. It is true 
that growth slowed down to 5 percent in 2012-
13, but this was also a global phenomenon. 
GDP actually declined in the Eurozone. 
It grew very slowly in Japan and the U.S. 
It slowed down in China, and also other 
developing countries.

Last year our economy did slow down, but 
this slowdown is temporary. Taking a longer 
term view, we see that  India was among the 
fastest growing economies of the world with 
an average growth rate of 8 percent in the 
last nine years, including the years of slower 
growth. The NDA Government delivered an 
average growth of only 5.7 percent during its 
six years in office.

Some of the slow down was due to external 
factors over which we have no control. It is 
also true that  domestic problems had also 
arisen. These are being addressed. Many large 
investment projects have been held up because 
of various regulatory clearances. A Cabinet 
Committee on Investment has been set up 
to deal with this problem, and this is already 
yielding results.

The economic situation is turning around. 
Inflation is coming under control. The fiscal 
deficit is being brought under control. The 
current account deficit is high, but we will 
bring it down gradually.

We are confident that growth in 2013-14 will 
be better than 2012-13 and could exceed 6 
percent.  This will set the stage for trying 

• The UPA Government is 
committed to the enactment 
of the national Food Security 
bill which legally entitles 
families under antyodaya 
Anna Yojana (AAY) for 35 kg 
of food-grains per month and 
other families for 5 kg per 
person at subsidised rates 
under public Distribution 
System. 

• Efforts in strengthening 
agriculture sector have led 
to record production of 
food-grains in recent years. 

•  Agr icu l tu re  cred i t  has 
increased f ive- fo lds  to 
help small farmers improve 
productivity. 

• Stocks were at record levels 
during the year.

Health care 

• Consistent investments in 
public health are showing 
better results as the infant 
Mortality rate, Maternal 
Mortal i ty  rate and Li fe 
expectancy levels improved 
steadily. 

unDER ThE InspIRIng LEADERshIp 
Of shRImATI sOnIA gAnDhI, 
ThE upA gOvERnmEnT Is 
DETERmInED TO bRIng AbOuT 
ThIs TRAnsfORmATIOn In A wAY 
In whICh ALL OuR pEOpLE wILL 
bEnEfIT AnD pARTICIpATE.:
Dr Manmohan Singh

UPA II - ComPletIon of foUr yeArs
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to achieve the Twelfth Plan target of 8 
percent growth for the five year period. This 
, I recognize, will be difficult, but it is not 
impossible. We have done it before, and if we 
receive a mandate next year, we will certainly 
achieve it once again.

Let me now turn to the crucial aspect of 
inclusiveness.

Many people who are willing to concede that 
we have done a good job on growth, question 
our performance on inclusiveness. This is an 
important issue since our stated objective has 
always been that growth must be inclusive 
and must benefit the poor, particularly those 
in rural areas. I believe the UPA government 
has a good record in this dimension as well.

Agricultural growth is critical for prosperity 
in rural areas where most of the poor live. 
We achieved 3.7 percent growth per year 
in agriculture during the Eleventh Plan 
compared with only 2.4 percent in the 
Tenth Plan. We are targeting 4 percent in the 

Twelfth Plan, and I am confident we can and 
we will do it. Our efforts at increasing food 
grain production are working as also our 
efforts to diversify our agriculture. This is 
the foundation which allows us to introduce 
Food Security legislation in Parliament.

Faster agricultural growth, combined 
with government programmes such as 
MGNREGA, and the expanded pace of 
investment in rural infrastructure have 
improved real wages of agricultural labour. 
Agricultural wages grew at the rate of 6.8 
percent per year in real terms after 2004, 
which is six times faster than the rate of 
growth between 1994 and 2004.

The impact of our policies on rural prosperity 
can be seen from the fact that rural per capita 
consumption grew at 3.4 percent per year in 
real terms after 2004. This is four times faster 
than the growth rate of 0.85 percent observed 
in the earlier period.

The percentage of the population below 
the poverty line has also fallen much faster 
after 2004 than in the earlier period. I know 

• Absence of new endemic 
polio cases for the last two 
years is an achievement 
that has been hai led at 
international forums. 

• Indians are living longer 
and expectancy of life has 
increased by more than 
5 years for both men and 
women during upa Special 
programmes for mothers 
and chi ldrens have led 
to better longevity of the 
citizens during the last 9 
years. 

• Al location in 12th plan 
f o r  H e a l t h  S e c t o r  h a s 
b e e n  i n c re a s e d  t o  ` 3 
lakh crore from the 11th 
plan expenditure of, `90 
thousand crore denoting an 
increase of 335%. 

Social security for special 
sections 
*  the up a Government 

have always accorded high 
priority to the welfare of 
minorities. there has been 
a ten-fold increase in the 
expenditure on minorities 
since 2004-05. 

* Minorities are benefitting 
under the pM’s new 15 
p o i n t  p ro g r a m m e ,  t h e 
Multi-Sectoral Development 
programme and the various 
scholarship schemes for 
minority students. 

* Fifteen percent of all priority 
sector lending from banks 
now reaches minorities to 
help them start and expand 
small businesses. 

UPA II - ComPletIon of foUr yeArs

mAnY pEOpLE whO 
ARE wILLIng TO 
COnCEDE ThAT wE 
hAvE DOnE A gOOD 
jOb On gROwTh, 
quEsTIOn OuR 
pERfORmAnCE On 
InCLusIvEnEss. ThIs 
Is An ImpORTAnT 
IssuE sInCE OuR 
sTATED ObjECTIvE hAs 
ALwAYs bEEn ThAT 
gROwTh musT bE 
InCLusIvE AnD musT 
bEnEfIT ThE pOOR, 
pARTICuLARLY ThOsE 
In RuRAL AREAs. 

InDIA wAs AmOng 
ThE fAsTEsT 
gROwIng ECOnOmIEs 
Of ThE wORLD wITh 
An AvERAgE gROwTh 
RATE Of 8 pERCEnT 
In ThE LAsT nInE 
YEARs, InCLuDIng 
ThE YEARs Of 
sLOwER gROwTh. ThE 
nDA gOvERnmEnT 
DELIvERED An 
AvERAgE gROwTh 
Of OnLY 5.7 pERCEnT 
DuRIng ITs sIx YEARs 
In OffICE.
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many people feel that the official poverty 
line was too low, and an expert group has 
been set up to revise it. But, the conclusion 
that the percentage below the poverty line 
has fallen faster will apply even if the line is 
raised, provided the same line is applied in 
the base period

Growth has also spread to the erstwhile 
backward states. The so called backward 
states grew much faster in the Eleventh Plan 
than in earlier Plans.

Inclusiveness is not just about income 
and consumption. It also involves access 
to essential services such as health and 
education and skill development which 
directly improve the level of living of the 
weaker sections and also enable them to 
participate more fully in the growth process.

The Report gives a detailed account of 
the UPA’s efforts in these areas through 
programmes such as the Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan, the Mid Day Meal Scheme, the 
ICDS, The National Rural Health Mission, 
the Janani Suraksha Yojana, the Rashtriya 
Swasthya Bima Yojana, the Skill Development 
Mission among others.

* Growth rate of the north 
eastern  region is  now 
higher than the national 
average due to the central 
G o v e r n m e n t ’s  s p e c i a l 
attention. 

* it has now been mandated 
that all central Government 
Ministries are to allocate 
10% of their plan budgets 
for the ner. 

education 
•  C e n t r a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s 

increased from 17 to 44 
during 2004 to 2013. 

• 9 IITs were added to the 
7 existing iits during the 
period. 

• Number of IIMs more than 
doubled from 6 to 13 in the 
period. Five iiSers and 2 
lilts were also added in the 
period. 

• More than 10 crore school 
students receive nutritious 
hot meals everyday under 
Mid Day Meal Scheme. 

• This scheme has helped in 
improving the attendance in 
primary schools across the 
country. 

• Allocation for Mid Day Meal 
has increased six t imes 
during the up a period since 
2004. 

• General Enrolment Ratio 
i n  H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l 
institutions has increased 
f r o m  1 2 %  t o  1 8 %  o f 
commensurate population 
during the last ten years. 

UPA II - ComPletIon of foUr yeArs

I am happy to say that there is progress in 
all these areas to report. Primary school 
enrollment is near universal. Literacy 
has improved. The percentage of women 
accessing institutional deliveries has 
increased. Polio has been wiped out.

These are important achievements. Of course 
public debate often focuses less on what has 
been achieved and more on whatever is still 
to be done. Where access has been provided, 
quality is still an issue and we need to push 
hard to address these issues satisfactorily. To 
our critics I would only say that in many of 
these areas since the glass was almost empty 
when we started, it will take some time before 
it is really full. The important point to note is 
that it is being filled.

I must emphasise that success in this area 
depends crucially upon the states. I should 
also add that experience varies across states 
and there are many states where very good 
progress is being made.

Let me now turn to the third area I had 
mentioned – governance and delivery of 
programmes. This covers a very wide field. It 
includes the assurance of safety and security 
for every citizen, including especially women. 
It includes the assurance that public services 
will be delivered upto specified standards and 
that redress can be demanded when this does 
not happen. It includes freedom from delays 
and harassment which invariably breed graft 
and corruption and have to be got rid of. 
Finally, it includes elimination of corruption 
in the procurement and allocation decisions 

ThE ImpACT Of OuR 
pOLICIEs On RuRAL 
pROspERITY CAn bE 
sEEn fROm ThE fACT 
ThAT RuRAL pER 
CApITA COnsumpTIOn 
gREw AT 3.4 pERCEnT 
pER YEAR In REAL 
TERms AfTER 2004. 
ThIs Is fOuR TImEs 
fAsTER ThAn ThE 
gROwTh RATE Of 0.85 
pERCEnT ObsERvED 
In ThE EARLIER 
pERIOD.

OuR ImpROvIng 
ECOnOmIC 
pERfORmAnCE AnD 
ThE TALEnTs Of 
ThE InDIAn pEOpLE 
hAvE EnAbLED us TO 
buILD bRIDgEs wITh 
bOTh DEvELOpED 
AnD DEvELOpIng 
COunTRIEs.
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Farmer Welfare 
• To ensure farmers’ welfare 

the upa Government have 
been steadily enhancing the 
Minimum Support price for 
various farm products. 

• MSP for both Wheat and 
p a d d y  h a s  m o re  t h a n 
doubled from 2004-05 to 
2012-13. 

• MSP for other cereals has 
been increased three-folds 
and is now better than Wheat 
and rice MSp in our efforts 
to support marginal farmers 
who produce cereals. 

it and telecom 
* telephone density in rural 

areas has increased 25 
times during the tenure of 
the up a Government. 

* india has one of the lowest 
t e l e c o m  p r i c e s  i n  t h e 
world making telephones 
accessible to the poor. 

* broadband will reach 2.5 
lakh villages by 2014. 

economic Security 
* consumption has increased 

phenomenally in india both 
in urban and rural areas as 
fruits of economic growth 
reached the people. 

* Due to the upa Government’s 
p r o - p o o r  p o l i c i e s , 
consumption in rural areas 
registered an increase of 
3.4% which was only 0.8% 
during 1999 to 2004. 

* this established the fact that 
the economic growth during 
the u.e.a. is both inclusive 

of the government.

These weaknesses in governance erode trust 
and faith in government and we cannot, 
as a people, afford such an outcome. The 
problems are not new, nor are they unique 
to India. Indeed consciousness about these 
problems, and the demand to remedy them, 
has risen all over the world. This is especially 
so in democracies. We are the world’s largest 
democracy with a very free Press and an 
increasingly active civil society movement. 
These are our strengths. But they do put 
pressure for early and decisive action on 
all these fronts. This sometimes leads to 
impatience and hasty judgement.

Problems of governance have to be addressed 
by both the Centre and the States. The UPA 
Government has taken several steps which 
taken together are improving governance 
and accountability. The Right to Information 
Act has become a key instrument of 
empowerment of our people. They now 
access information that reveals deficiencies 
and puts pressure on the system to take 
corrective action. We have introduced the 
Lokpal Bill, which responds to a very wide 
demand for a more independent institution 
to probe allegations of corruption. We have 
introduced a Government Procurement Bill 
which will make the process of Government 
procurements and contracts much more 
transparent, thus reducing the opportunities 
for corruption. We have introduced a Land 
Acquisition and Rehabilitation Bill to replace 
an old and highly unfair colonial legislation 
with a new Bill which will be much fairer 
when enacted to those whose land is acquired. 

Much is made of problems that arose with 
the way scarce resources such as spectrum 
and mining blocks were allocated in the past 
and there have been allegations of deliberate 
malfeasance. We have introduced more 
transparent systems for the future, i.e., 
auctions rather than relying on administrative 
allocations. The problems with past allocations 
are being dealt with, as they should be, 
under the Law of the land.  Allegations 
of impropriety are being investigated and 
cases of wrong doing will be punished. But 
we can claim credit that the root cause of 
the problem, which was the perceived non-
transparency in the manner of allocation, has 
been addressed and these problems will not 
arise in the future.

Improving the quality of governance in a vast 
nation like ours is a major challenge. Both the 
Centre and the States have to act to deal with 
this problem. The UPA government has done 
more in this area than any other government.

Finally, I come to the fourth area, our 
relations with the world. More than two 
decades ago I said in Parliament that the rise 
of India as an economic powerhouse of the 
world is an idea whose time had come. We 
have seen in these past nine years the full 
implication of that idea as India has engaged 
with the international community as the 
fastest growing democracy in the world.

ThE upA gOvERnmEnT 
hAs TAkEn sEvERAL 
sTEps whICh 
TAkEn TOgEThER 
ARE ImpROvIng 
gOvERnAnCE AnD 
ACCOunTAbILITY. 
ThE RIghT TO 
InfORmATIOn ACT 
hAs bECOmE A kEY 
InsTRumEnT Of 
EmpOwERmEnT Of 
OuR pEOpLE... wE 
hAvE InTRODuCED 
ThE LOkpAL bILL, 
whICh REspOnDs 
TO A vERY wIDE 
DEmAnD fOR A 
mORE InDEpEnDEnT 
InsTITuTIOn TO 
pRObE ALLEgATIOns 
Of CORRupTIOn.

UPA II - ComPletIon of foUr yeArs
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and widespread. 

* credit and loan facilities to 
Micro, Small and Medium 
enterprises have been more 
than doubled during the last 
five years. 

city welfare and 
infrastructure 
* there has been nearly a ten-

fold increase in investment 
in  road construct ion in 
ru ra l  a reas  under  upa 
Government. 

* More than 20,100 km all-
weather roads have been 
const ructed/  upgraded 
and an expenditure of over 
`6 ,450  c rore  has  been 
incurred during 2012-13. 

* connectivity in rural areas 
has helped small farmers 
in carrying their agricultural 
goods to markets where 
they get improved return for 
their products. 

tourism 

•  I nd ia  has  become an 
important global tourism 
des t ina t ion  dur ing  the 
upa period through the 
‘incredible india’ campaign. 

• Tourist inflow has increased 
300% and Foreign Exchange 
revenues have doubled 
during the last 9 years. 

• The state of Jammu and 
Kashmir has also witnessed 
phenomenal increase in 
tourism during this time as 
more people are travelling 
there for recreation and 
religious tourism. 

Our improving economic performance and 
the talents of the Indian people have enabled 
us to build bridges with both developed and 
developing countries. We have deepened our 
relationship with the United States, Russia, 
and Europe. The initiative that we took 
with the US on civil nuclear agreement has 
opened a new chapter in India’s technological 
development.

Our Government has taken the lead in India’s 
active participation in the Asian community 
building process. India is today warmly 
welcomed to almost every important Asian 
and Asia-Pacific forum. India has increased 
its economic and security engagement with 
the Indian Ocean and the Indo-Pacific 
region. We have strengthened our economic 
and defence relations with countries of West 
Asia and the Middle East and of East and 
South-east Asia.

In our immediate neighbourhood we have 
been able to manage some very difficult 
challenges to our bilateral relationships. 
Relations with China are showing our ability 
to manage difficult issues while working 
together in areas of convergence.  I can say 
with some satisfaction that we have placed 
the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation on firmer foundations. We have 
increased regional economic cooperation all 
around the Indian sub-continent.

What message does this experience of the past 
nine years convey to our young people who 
are about to enter their working life and have 
therefore high expectations?

The central message is that the UPA 
Government is working to realise your dream 
of an economically resurgent and socially just 
India. An India in which every citizen can 
expect to live a life of security and dignity 
with every opportunity to develop their own 
capacity to participate in and benefit from one 
of the great historical transformations that 
will take place over the next twenty years; the 
re-emergence of India as a major economic 
player in Asia and the World. This re-
emergence will involve many transformations. 
It will involve transformations in the way 
government functions, shifts from agriculture 
to non agriculture, a rapid expansion in 
the manufacturing sector, a revolution in 
information and communications technology 
which will change both government and 

ThE upA gOvERnmEnT 
Is wORkIng TO 
REALIsE YOuR DREAm 
Of An ECOnOmICALLY 
REsuRgEnT AnD 
sOCIALLY jusT InDIA. 
An InDIA In whICh 
EvERY CITIzEn CAn 
ExpECT TO LIvE A 
LIfE Of sECuRITY 
AnD DIgnITY wITh 
EvERY OppORTunITY 
TO DEvELOp ThEIR 
Own CApACITY 
TO pARTICIpATE 
In AnD bEnEfIT 
fROm OnE Of ThE 
gREAT hIsTORICAL 
TRAnsfORmATIOns 
ThAT wILL TAkE 
pLACE OvER ThE nExT 
TwEnTY YEARs

business processes, an expansion in the 
population in urban areas and a corresponding 
transformation in the way urban governments 
work and function.

It is, I submit to this august audience, an 
exciting transformation which will generate 
many strains and strains. Under the inspiring 
leadership of Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, the UPA 
Government is determined to bring about 
this transformation in a way in which all our 
people will benefit and participate.” v

UPA II - ComPletIon of foUr yeArs
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I am glad to be  here  with you today.  I thank 
you     for giving your time and energy 
towards building this organization. As 

you all know, it was in the nineteen fifties that, 
in order to counter the activities of the Right 
and Left-wing student organizations in Kerala  
and in West Bengal, that the Kerala Students 
Union and the West Bengal Chatra Parishad 
were founded.    Then in 1971, Indira Gandhi 
felt that it was of the utmost importance to 
start a national student movement.  That is 
when and how the NSUI was born.  

Since then the NSUI has played an essential 
role in spreading the Congress party’s message 
to students everywhere, its history, its secular 
ethos, its role in freeing India from colonial 
rule and its governance of independent India 
over the last many decades. 

It pains me when I hear young people complain 
about the state of our country even after 
66  years of independence.  It seems that we 
have  not been fully able to communicate the 
great transformation that has taken place.     I 
am aware that much still  needs to be done 
and  that young people have very high 
expectations.  Yet, how can any one deny the 
tremendous achievements that our country 
has made?  Democratic institutions have been 
set up, strengthened and sustained.  Lakhs of 
Scheduled caste and Scheduled Tribe people 
have been empowered through reservation.   
Many of the poor have each owned a small 
piece of land thanks to the land reforms 
carried out during Nehruji’s  and Indiraji’s 
prime minister-ship .  Millions of men and 
women have found employment thanks to the 
steel plants, the power plants and the  dams 

nsuI hAs nuRTuRED nOT OnLY 
pEOpLE In pOLITICs buT ALsO 
EmInEnT pERsOnALITIEs In 
mAnY OThER sphEREs Of LIfE: 
Sonia Gandhi

Congress President’s Address at NSUI Alumni in New Delhi, on 
22nd April 2013

CP’s Address

built in Nehru’s time. He used to refer to 
them - “the temples of modern India.   We are 
spoken so highly in the world today because 
of our IITs, our research institutions that had 
been established and later, the Information 
Technology revolution that was ushered in  the 
mid-eighties.   If today we are in a position to 
have prepared such a revolutionary legislation 
as the food security, it is because of the Green 
Revolution.  Lakhs of people including 
women have been empowered in panchayati 
raj institutions because of the  battle  Rajivji 
fought to bring about the 73rd and 74th 
Constitutional Amendments.  India’s growth 
and role in the global economy is recognized 
today throughout the world because of the 
policies of successive Congress governments 
and of Congress-led UPA ones.

Why should we allow    our opponents to get    
away with propagating negative impressions?  
You should ask them: “What have you or your 
party done to change things in our country 
?” I have no doubt that they have no credible 
answer.   It is the Congress Party that has 
worked hard and devoted itself to improve the 
lives of our people.  That is why I want to stress 
your responsibility in actively educating your 
fellow students about the tremendous effort 
that has gone into nation building. 

Since its inception, the NSUI has produced 
men and women of ability who have later 
taken on major responsibilities in the Party.  
Many of them are here with us this evening; 
many of them are my colleagues in senior 
positions.   Some, we should acknowledge, lead 
other parties.   It is also a matter of satisfaction 
to know that the NSUI has nurtured not 

only people in politics but also    eminent 
personalities in many other spheres of life. 

I don’t mean to be partial, but it is my 
experience that men and women who have 
started their career in the NSUI and the Youth 
Congress, understand better the working of 
the organization and through their work have 
demonstrated their commitment to the party. 
Many of my colleagues present here today bear 
testimony to this fact.  At the same time, I am 
aware that there are some NSUI and Youth 
Congress workers who may not have reached 
important positions.   But I can assure them 
that their hard work has not gone unnoticed. 

  As General Secretary, Rahul had initiated in 
the NSUI a process of transformation which 
has enabled it to set up units  in thousand of 
colleges across the country.  

As a result the NSUI is the first student 
organization in India to elect its leaders 
democratically, and to bring in student leaders 
from all sections of society thus giving the 
organization leadership of high quality.

Finally I believe that it is important that 
the NSUI alumni to encourage and nurture 
its junior members and its fresh entrants 
by communicating regularly with them 
and by bringing them forward to take on 
responsibility.    This will not only strengthen 
the organization but will effectively promote 
the Congress ideology in whichever sphere 
they work. 

The future of this great Party and of our 
country is in your hands. May you work hard 
and prove worthy of this task. Jai Hind. v
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nEED fOR ChAngE Of 
mInDsET:  
sOnIA gAnDhI On 
vIOLEnCE AgAInsT 
wOmEn

A rePort

new delhi : Voicing her shock and pain over 
unabated incidents of abuse and molestation 
of women, Congress President Sonia Gandhi 
on 14th May 2013 made a strong plea 
for a change in mindset to ensure a safe 
environment for them.

Laying the foundation stone for a girls’ hostel 
on the Jamia Milia Islamia University campus, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that the change will 
come from our homes, schools and universities. 
”We have been shocked by the violence that 
girls and women encounter on the streets and 
even in their homes. Of course, this is not 
universal, but it is there widespread. “And It 
pains me that as a society, we have failed to 
counter it and create a secure environment 
where girls and women can live and flourish 
without constantly having to live in fear of 
abuse and molestation,” Smt. Gandhi said.  

While the government, Parliament and 
institutions like the police have to discharge 
their role, society at large also needed to 
change its mindset, the UPA chairperson said.  

“And we must all become all the more 
proactive. There can be no better points for 
this change than within our own families, 
our schools and universities,” Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said.

She said that a women’s hostel will also create 
a greater sense of security for female students 
and lauded the institution for empowering 
women and helping them in fulfilling their 
dreams so that they can find a “productive, 
secure and self-confident place” in society.

“Nothing can achieve this better than a sound 

modern education. You have today taken a big 
step towards swelling the rank of women who 
aspire, enabling them who are privileged to be 
students and scholars here, to break through 
the barriers that the society force upon them 
to soar new heights and make their families 
and country proud,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi said.

Striking an instant rapport with the students, 
Smt. Gandhi said in a lighter vein that she was 
delighted to be there for another reason that 
“I can bunk my classes” besides getting an 
opportunity to be with them. 

Smt. Gandhi lauded the long standing 
commitment of the university to the education 
of women recalling that its four hostels are 
named after four remarkable women.  She 
also expressed happiness over the university’s 
decision to name a ground in the university 
after cricketer late Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi, 
whom she described as “arguably India’s 

greatest captain and without doubt one 
of the most charismatic sportspersons”. 
”Now that you are declared a minority 
institution, you have an even greater 
opportunity to serve the cause of the 
community and other underprivileged 
sections of the society...This is a very big 
challenge,” Smt. Gandhi said.

She also chose the occassion to flag the old ties 
that the institution had with her families and 
the appreciation India’s first Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru had for it.

Jamia Millia Islamia Vice Chancellor Najeeb 
Jung profusely thanked Smt. Sonia Gandhi for 
“vigoroulsy” pursuing with the government 
for the construction of the girls’ hostel. 
He said that about which he had told Smt. 
Gandhi eight months back during a chance 
conversation. v
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“This funct ion organized on the 
occasion of the National Panchayati 
Raj Day is specially very significant. 

Two decades have been completed today 
since the 73rd Amendment of the Indian 
Constitution. With this Amendment the 
units of Panchayat establishments got the 
new identity of local self – governance.

The concept of local self – governance was 
visualized at the end of the 19th century 
in our country and became an important 
part of our political ideology. During our 
freedom struggle much stress was laid on 
this regard in our political thinking.

After independence many init iatives 
were taken to give a new direction to the 
role of Panchayati Raj in the country. 
For this many committees were formed 
which included the Balwant Rai Mehata 
Committee, Ashok Mehata Committee and 
Dantwala Committee. All these committees 
recommended that more individual power 
as well as financial powers should be given 
to the panchayats. But despite all these 
efforts the panchayats did not get any 
real power. In most cases elections could 
not be held on time. The responsibility in 
most places wrested with the officers to 
implement developmental works. In sum 
total, the establishment did not like to share 
their powers with others.

This is a fact, that the Centralized Planning 
during the initial period after independence 
played most important role in nation – 

PAnChAyAtI rAj dIwAs

building. But in a big and vivid country 
like India, decentralization is needed in 
real sense for inclusive growth. Ultimately 
the then Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
with his moral courage, foresightedness 
and thinking could progress ahead in 
‘establishing democracy at  the basic 
level’. It was the dream of Rajiv Gandhi 
that democracy reached every chaupal, 
chaubutra and compound.

In April ,  1993 the 73rd Amendment 
completed the democratic process to fully 
include the local self – governance institutes 
in the nation – building process.

The affect of this Amendment is being 
felt in many areas. For example, Article 
243E in relative to election has made 
this constitutional provision justiciable 
and it helps in holding elections on time. 

Similarly, provision has been made in 
Article 243D which gives reservation for 
the post of Chairman and some posts in 
panchayats. With the result of this women 
from backward classes, scheduled castes, 
scheduled tribes have been able to get 
leadership posts after eons. Many states 
have made laws to give reservation to 
women and backward class people in local 
bodies. Fifteen States have made laws which 
gives 50 percent reservation to women in 
panchayats, which is a big step in making 
them claimants in direction of social and 
economic issues.

All these efforts have produced good 
results. Researchers all over the world have 
found that efforts to include socially and 
economically backward class of people in 
the development process are showing good 

Prime Minister’s address at the National Panchayati Raj Divas on 24th April, 2013 at New Delhi

whATEvER suCCEss ThAT wE hAvE AChIEvED 
In ThIs hAs TO bE kEpT mOvIng AhEAD 
RApIDLY sO ThAT ThE DREAm Of RAjIv 
gAnDhI Is fuLfILLED ThAT pAnChAYATs pLAY 
An ImpORTAnT ROLE In OuR DEmOCRACY AnD 
ThE DEvELOpmEnT pROCEss:  
DR. mAnmOhAn sIngh
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PAnChAyAtI rAj dIwAs

results. Peoples participation has risen 
in panchayats. Finance related decisions 
have been taken according to the wishes of 
the people and people have become more 
politically aware. But this is a very long 
process and much more has to be done.

Ac c ord i ng  t o  A r t i c l e  2 4 3 G  of  t h e 
Constitution, the state government have 
the responsibility to hand over powers 
and the responsibilities to the panchayats. 
The participation of the state governments 
depends on how useful  do they feel 
that public services delivery system is 
decentralized. The central government 
gives awards to those states which transfer 
Funds, Functions and Functionaries to 
the Panchayats and honours their efforts. 
Panchayats too are given awards for their 
initiatives in making local administration 
and public services delivery better and have 
taken a lead in this direction.

In 2011 – 12, 170 panchayats were honoured 
for their good performance and for giving 
benefit to the local people by their new 
initiatives. Today also we shall honour 
such 193 Panchayats. I congratulate all the 
winners and ask others to embibe such 
efforts. 

Tough the local governments can play 
an important role in the development 
process, but their success depends mostly 
on external reasons. Today, I would like to 
discuss two such reasons.

First, the local elected members should have 
capacity to understand the needs of the local 
people and should make all possible efforts 
to fulfill them. That is why the Panchayti 
Raj Ministry is stressing to giving more 
power to the local elected representatives 
and their staff. This Ministry in its effort to 
make the Panchayati Raj System strong is 
even supporting whatever little efforts that 
are being made by the state governments. 
I feel that it is necessary that these efforts 
are made continuously.

Secondly, we should always keep this in 
mind that decentralization is the purpose of 
Panchayati Raj so that the people themselves 
take responsibility to run the administrative 
system. We have to make efforts that this 
just does not remain a slogan, but becomes 
a reality in our life. For this we have to give 
powers and responsibilities to the elected 

representatives in real sense. I usually get 
complaints that the executive of both the 
Centre and the state do not want to see their 
powers being reduced or they do not want 
to share their authorities fully with the local 
bodies. There is an urgent need to change 
this mindset very soon.

Under the 12th Five – Year Plan the 
Central government wants to strengthen  
the panchayats and for this they are 
going to implement the Rajiv Gandhi 
Panchayat Empowerment campaign. For 
the efforts being made by the state to 
make the panchayats strong, the centre has 
sanctioned more funds in the 12th Plan. 
For this purpose the budgeted help has 
increased ten – fold and in comparison to 
the 11th Five – Year Plan amount of Rs. 
668 crores had been increased to Rs. 6437 
crores presently.

APPoIntments 
The following appointments have been announced by the AICC General Secretary, Shri 
Janardan Dwivedi, MP.

PCC Presidents
himachal Pradesh
Upon the resignation of Shri Virbhadra Singh from the Presidentship of the Himachal 
Pradesh Congress Committee, Shri Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu was nominated as the officiating 
President till a new full-fledged PCC President is appointed.

Now, the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 1st April, 2013 has appointed Shri 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu as the President of the Himachal Pradesh Congress Committee 
with immediate effect.

odisha
The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has on 13th May, 2013 approved the proposal 
for appointing Shri Jayadev Jena as President of the Odisha Pradesh Congress Committee 
in place of Shri Niranjan Patnaik with immediate effect.

jharkhand
The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has on 13th May, 2013 approved the proposal for 
appointing Shri Sukhdeo Bhagat as PCC President of Jharkhand in place of Shri Pradeep 
Kumar Balmuchu with immediate effect.

AICC spokespersons (media department)
The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has on 5th May, 2013 approved the following 
names as spokespersons of the party with immediate effect:
1. Smt. Renuka Chowdhary 
2. Shri P.C. Chacko
3. Shri Mohan Prakash
4. Shri Shakeel Ahmed 
5. Shri Sandeep Dikshit
6. Shri Bhakta Charan Das
7. Shri Raj Babbar
8. Shri Meem Afzal

I hope the state governments will fully 
utilize this amount in strengthening the 
local self – government organizations. 
This is our promise to you that the Central 
government will give all possible help 
to the state governments so that our 
developmental process becomes more 
inclusive and sustainable.

I think we have to work lot more to give 
power and responsibility to the Panchayati 
Raj organizations. Whatever success that we 
have achieved in this has to be kept moving 
ahead rapidly so that the dream of Rajiv 
Gandhi is fulfilled, that panchayats play an 
important role in our democracy and the 
development process.

With these words I thank you all for being 
present here today.” ‘Jai Hind’. v
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vOTE COngREss fOR sTAbILITY AnD pROgREss - 
sOnIA gAnDhI

People want change and this feeling was seen in 
the recent local elections 
Chikmagalure: Congress President and UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi, while addressing a mammoth election rally at Chikmagalur in 
Karnataka as part of her campaign for the upcoming assembly polls in 
the state, launched an attack on the ruling BJP government for cheating 
the people and ignoring the development in the state. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi started her address by striking an emotional chord 
with the people of Chikmagalure recalling how they had extended their 
support to late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1978. “We cannot 
forget and we will not forget that the people of Chikmagalur, 35 years 
ago, lent a helping hand to my mother-in-law, Indira Gandhi, when 
she needed it the most. And I am here today to offer to you the helping 
hand of the Congress party now, because it is now you need it most” said 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi and the audience greeted 
it with huge applauds.

Slamming the BJP, the Congress President 
stressed that the present government in 
Karnataka betrayed the people’s mandate 
and claimed that the people are looking for a 
change. “People want change and this feeling 
was seen in the recent local elections. The need 
for change is now and you know better, why 
we need a change? You live here and you are 
suffering because of the bad governance of 
the BJP” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi in her first 
campaign rally in Karnataka.

 “The BJP has completely betrayed the mandate 
of the people of Karnataka”, she argued and 
continued “Immoral behaviour of the persons 
in the positions of power has crossed all limits. 
The law and order has collapsed. The mining 
mafia has destroyed the environment and has 
ransacked huge mineral resources, which are 

your property. Secular values of Karnataka society, in this region in 
particular, have been gravely damaged by fanatical elements only for 
their narrow and selfish political ends”. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi  said that the BJP government in Karnataka had 
squandered the vast resources provided to it by the UPA government 
for development in the state. The BJP in Karnataka has failed to utilise 
schemes like the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA and funds for rural 
development and social welfare, she said. “The power situation is grim, 
so is the water situation and the law and order has collapsed,’’ she said. 

She added that there was a time when industries competed with one 
another to invest in Karnataka but the situation now is opposite. 
She alleged that the industries are leaving Karnataka because of 
corruption, government interference and poor infrastructure. Noting 
that Karnataka has had a glorious past and brighter future awaiting, 
she said this is possible only if there is political stability. 
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Taking a dig at BJP for frequently changing the Chief 
Ministers in the recent past, she said “For a brighter 
future for Karnataka, one should realise that stability 
is essential. We cannot afford governments, which 
keep on changing Chief Ministers every now and 
then. A stable Government is the need of the hour 
in Karnataka”. 

“Before you vote you must ask the question as to what 
happened. Why have those close to power become 
so rich at the expense of the poor,’’ Smt. Sonia said. 
“The most immediate task is to restore the image 
of Karnataka damaged by those in power, to make 
Karnataka the pride of the country once again. 
At one time businesses houses looked to invest in 
Karnataka, now they are going away because of the 
way the government functions,’’ she added. She said that what people 
want is simply a government that administers, looks after the interests 
of people, gives them dignity, empowers women and Dalits through 
employment and scholarships, provides reliable electricity, she said. 

“We (Congress party) reject any communal ideology. We reject any 
ideology or institution that spreads hatred and disunity” underlined 
the UPA Chairperson. “Come out in large numbers. Vote for Congress; 
caste your votes for stability; caste your votes for a future of pride of 
all the people of Karnataka and Chikmagalur”, said Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
while concluding her address. 

sOnIA gAnDhI TAkEs On bjp In kARnATAkA, sAYs 
IT spREADs hATRED AmOng pEOpLE 
Gulbarga: Congress President and UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi addressed a massive election rally in Gulbarga on 2nd May, 2013 
as part of her campaign for assembly polls in Karnataka. Slamming the 
ruling BJP government for its misrule and corruption, the Congress 
President lamented “Karnataka has always been maintaining its secular 
culture. Karnataka is such a state where people believing in different 
religions, people who speak different languages live together peacefully 
and in harmony. Gulbarga has a long golden past but the BJP misrule 
has ruined this historic region. BJP indulged in spreading divisive 
ideology making brothers to fight each other”. 

Reiterating that Congress is committed to secularism, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi continued “I want to make it very clear that the Congress 

party is against all kinds of divisive ideologies and communal politics. 
We are against all forces which spread hatred or disharmony among 
people. We never, and we will ever, compromise with the menace of 
communalism”. 

Alleging, the BJP government in the state looted the Central funds, the 
UPA Chairperson said “In the past five years the Central government 
had sent about Rs. 87000 crore rupees for various development works in 
Karnataka. My direct question to the BJP Government here is, where all 
these funds have gone? Why these funds did not reach the beneficiaries? 
Is it not a fact that a handful of people became millionaires looting 
this money?” and added “The people of Karnataka have the full right 
to know how the state government spent these funds? And to protect 
this right of the people, the Central government had implemented the 
RTI policy, by which any citizen will have legal rights to know about 
any details of any government”.

“Congress wants to bring back the lost glory of Karnataka. Economic 
development is the focus of the Congress party. We provided the 
youth of this country with the chance for employment.  The focus of 
the Congress party is to ensure and protect the rights of minorities, 
Dalits, Adivasis, backwards and the women so that they can lead a 
life of dignity and honour. Our focus is to ensure the welfare of the 
farmers, who put in all their hard-work for all of us, by providing 
them with sufficient electricity, water, seeds and fertilizers”, declared 
the Congress President.

Once again asserting that all citizens are equal for Congress, 
she underlined that Congress respects every one without any 
discrimination. “It was the Congress party that built the modern 
India and modern Karnataka. It is the Congress who always believed 
in democracy and always fought to maintain its sanctity. It was the 
Congress who made our country one of the biggest economic forces 
in the world”.  

“You are going to take a crucial decision on May 5 when you go and 
caste your votes. In democracy, it is the people, who decide who should 
rule them. I, therefore, request all of you to take an intelligent decision 
prior to register your votes.  Please caste your votes to such parties, 
who can take Karnataka forward and ensure welfare and development 
in the state.  I can underline that, only the Congress party can provide 
such a government”, emphasised the Congress leader.
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While concluding her address, Smt. Sonia Gandhi reminded 
the gathering “A majority for the Congress means a stable 
government in Karnataka. A mandate for the Congress 
means a good and clean administration in the state. Every 
vote for Congress will ensure that your voices are heard and 
your problems are solved”.

sOnIA gAnDhI AT COngREss RALLY In 
bEngALuRu; sAYs bjp gOvT LOOTED 
CEnTRAL funDs 
Bengaluru: Congress President and UPA Chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi addressed a well-attended election rally 
at prestigious Bengaluru city as part of her campaign in 
Karnataka for the assembly polls.

While speaking at the occasion Smt. Sonia Gandhi charged 
the BJP Government in Karnataka for having looted the state and 
incited communal feelings. On the second and final leg of her campaign 

for the May 5 Assembly polls in the state, she asked the BJP Government 
to account for the funds allotted by the Centre for various schemes. The 
Congress President alleged that the huge amounts of central fund sent 
for the development in the state did not reach the beneficiaries. “The 
Centre had sent for Karnataka a sum of about Rs. 88000 crore, but I 
want to ask the BJP Government where did these funds go?” Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi posed to the gathering and said the people had every right to 
ask the government to account for the money. “The people have the 
right to know about it. The funds went to a handful of BJP leaders and 
as a result the poor could not avail the benefits”, said Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

The Congress is determined to provide an accountable government and 
accord rights due to Dalits, backward classes and Adivasis and alleviate 
sufferings of farmers, assured Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi said communal harmony used to prevail in 
Karnataka but the BJP Government had “incited” communal feelings. 
“We have always believed in communal harmony and are against forces 
which disrupt communal harmony.” “We have never discriminated on 
the basis of caste or creed. For us, all are children of India,” she said.

Urging the people to think and choose the right government in the 
coming assembly elections, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said they should vote 
for a party which would provide a strong and stable government. The 
Congress President claimed that only her party can provide such a 

stable, strong, pro-poor and progressive government in the state to 
take it forward.

bAD gOvERnAnCE, sLOppY wORk, CORRupTIOn 
hAvE sLOwED gROwTh In kARnATAkA: DR. 
mAnmOhAn sIngh
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh began his campaign down south 
for state elections in Karnataka. 

Taking on the BJP government in Karnataka, Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh on 29th April, 2013 charged that “bad governance” 
and “corruption” had slackened state’s progress and a sense of insecurity 
was prevalent among the minorities.

“...bad governance, carelessness in development works and above all 
corruption has led to the slackening of progress in Karnataka”, the 
Prime Minister said in this northern part of the state, where the ruling 
BJP draws much of its strength.

Dr. Singh said attention was neither being paid to agriculture nor 
employment. A number of irrigation works are incomplete and even the 
works taken up under accelerated irrigation development programme 
were unsatisfactory. 

Also, no attention has been paid to infrastructure, resulting in a number 
of industries going to Hyderabad and Pune.

“... I am particularly unhappy about the lack of development, especially 
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in minority pockets like Raichur, Bellary, Gulbarga and Bidar... Lack 
of communal harmony and sense of insecurity among the minorities 
is prevalent,” Dr Singh said.

Dr Singh addressing a rally in Hubli first, hit out at the BJP saying bad 
governance, sloppy development work and corruption had slowed 
down growth in Karnataka. He also said he had come to Karnataka 
on behalf of the Congress party to ask for votes as only the Congress 
could work for the state’s development.

“...If the Congress comes to power in Karnataka, the state will be 
able to utilise the funds sanctioned under central schemes to the 
maximum...”, he said, assuring the people that his party would make 
Karnataka “a forerunner in development by providing a corruption-
free government.”

Only Congress can work speedily for the development and prosperity 
of the state, which in many ways had a “unique place” compared to 
others, he said.

The UPA government had initiated economic reforms and Karnataka 
was able to take advantage of them to the maximum which in turn 
helped its development, specially in IT.

Dr Singh said across the world when people talk about Information 
Technology, people talk of Bangalore. In the past two decades, 
Karnataka has made a place for itself in the international arena mainly 
because of the contribution made by its scientists and engineers.

Talking about UPA government, he said its focus has been on inclusive 
growth. “...we have taken all sections of people together.”

The government had paid particular attention to backward classes, 
minorities and women in its policies.

He said when different party governments, other than Congress’, had 
been formed in Karnataka, development had slackened. 

kARnATAkA LOsT ITs shInE unDER bjp whO 
LOOTED ThE sTATE fOR fIvE YEARs:  
RAhuL gAnDhI
raichur (Karnataka): Congress Vice-President Rahul Gandhi started 
the Congress campaign in Karnataka on Tuesday, 23rd April, 2013 for 
the assembly elections in the state by addressing a massive rally in 
Raichur. Launching an attack on the present BJP government in the 
state, he said “In the last elections, you trusted BJP and allowed it to 
form a government. But what happened after that? BJP had given you 
a number of promises. It promised you round-the-clock electricity. Did 
you get 24Hrs electricity? Non-stop electricity and water for irrigation. 
But forgot those promises and robbed the state,” It promised jobs. Did 
you get jobs? No. All were empty promises”.

“Karnataka was shining under Congress rule. Everyone spoke proudly 
about Karnataka in Delhi, in Japan and in America. Bangalore became 
famous for job opportunities, and people from far-away places came 
here for work. But in five years of BJP rule, the state has lost its shine,” 
Rahul told people in Sindhanur in Raichur

 “After coming to power, the BJP forgot all the promises they had made. 
It forgot about electricity, jobs and water. It just concentrated on one 

thing – how the public money – the poor people’s money – can be 
looted. In the last five years, BJP did nothing else than looting your 
money. And I would like to tell you one thing that they (BJP) are the 
masters of this work. No one is better than them in this work” said the 
young Congress leader amidst loud cheers. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi continued “One thing is sure now. BJP will lose in 
Karnataka; we can hear it in Delhi. Congress will win. The Congress 
Party will talk about development and do developmental works after 
the polls”. Continuing his attack on state BJP government, the Congress 
Vice President said “The BJP shattered your dreams, damaged the 
future of your children. We will not make tall promises to you. We 
will only heal your wounds. Congress will fight for people’s rights. 

We gave you the biggest employment guarantee scheme MNREGA 
which was implemented to ensure jobs to everyone across the country. 
But it was stopped by the BJP government in Karnataka”. In an indirect 
reference to the controversial Reddy brothers, Rahul Gandhi said “BJP 
claims that it is against corruption. Its leaders talk loud on tackling 
this menace. But what did BJP do in Karnataka? It gave the entire 
power and authority to run the Vidhan Sabha to two brothers and 
they looted the state”. 

“We’ll ensure eight-hour power supply in three phases in rural areas 
for irrigation. We’ll provide water to farmers by taking up irrigation 
projects at a cost of Rs 10,000 crore in the Krishna river basin. And 
we’ll generate employment opportunities for the youth by setting up 
steel factories. We won’t sell iron ore to China, but we’ll sell steel to 
China after we come to power,” Rahul promised.

“When I last visited this place, I promised only one thing, Article 371 
(J), to give Hyderabad-Karnatak special status. And we fulfilled that 
promise,” he added.
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“Congress will work for the entire people of Karnataka, especially 
the women, and will once again take the state to the path of progress. 
Congress had done it earlier and we will show it again. People’s money 
will reach back to the people,” he assured. While concluding the address, 
the Congress leader asserted “If Congress forms next government in 
Karnataka, it will be a government of aam aadmi and will serve the 
entire people and not just a handful of rich”. Karnataka is the first state 
in the South to be ruled by BJP and in the five-year period, the state 
has seen three chief ministers. 

RAhuL gAnDhI CAmpAIgns In kARnATAkA: hITs 
OuT AT bjp OvER CORRupTIOn 
hassan: Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 1st May, 2013 
lashed out at the BJP for its double-speak on corruption. “BJP talks 
loud about corruption in Parliament. But the rampant corruption 
in Karnataka, under its rule’ is not visible for them” said Shri Rahul 
Gandhi.  “We have given you RTI to expose corruption,” he claimed. 
“The BJP leaders talk about corruption. Yesterday in Parliament, they 
spoke about corruption. But they will not talk about Karnataka. They 
will not mention the corruption in Karnataka. They will not say a chief 
minister went to jail. They will not say Reddy brothers who they sold the 
entire state to... they talk about corruption,” continued Rahul Gandhi.

Addressing a big Congress rally in Hasan ahead of the May 5 Assembly 
Elections, Shri Rahul Gandhi said the BJP has won the world cup of 
corruption. Striking an emotional chord with the people of the state, 
the Congress Vice President said “The state of Karnataka developed 
because of the hard-work put in by the poor, farmers and the labourers 
in the state. But today the development is not seen in the state due to 
the ignorance and misrule of the BJP government here”. He further 
charged that the BJP has mortgaged Karnataka’s future to mafia.

“The money we have today belongs to the people of this country and 

it should reach back to the people. That is why Congress-led UPA 
Government at the Centre implemented policies like MNREGA and 
RTE”, explained the Congress leader.

He said Karnataka had a lot of natural resources, among which are 
huge iron ore reserves. “This wealth does not belong to one individual. 
It belongs to everybody in Karnataka. It belongs to the youth and old 
people of Karnataka.’

Speaking against former BJP leader and ex-state CM BS Yeddyurappa, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi urged the people to elect a chief minister who 
doesn’t spend time in jail. He further noted that nobody was happy 
with the political system and there was a need to include youth and 
women in the system to bring in real change. “I request the youth and 
women in the state to join politics to transform the system” stated the 
young Congress leader”.

“BJP had promised a lot but did nothing” alleged the Congress MP 
and added “While Congress believes in inclusive growth, BJP follows 
a divisive agenda”.

“The responsibility of an MLA is to work for the people. There is no 
place for any MLA in the Congress party who does not work for the 
people”, asserted Rahul Gandhi amidst loud applauds from the crowd.

Earlier, while addressing another Congress rally in Mandya, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said “There was a time when the state of Karnataka 
was shining in all fields. But the state has now lost its shine due to the 
misrule of the BJP”.

Rahul Gandhi urged the people to oust the present BJP regime in the 
state and to elect a pro-poor, pro-development, progressive Congress 
government to bring back the lost glory of Karnataka. v
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REsuLT ThAT CROssEs  
ThE sTATE bOunDARIEs Of kARnATAkA

A 14-year-long 

exile doesn’t 
end without an 
enduring struggle 
in the wild forests. 
The Congress too 
had to toil for 14 
years after being 
ousted from power in 
1999 while Karnataka 
suffered under unnatural 
coalitions and corrupt 
r e g i m e s .  H a d  t h e 
Congress not relentlessly 
fought against the misrule 
and misdeeds of those who 
betrayed the people’s trust, the 
first and the only government of the 
BJP in southern India wouldn’t have 
attracted this inglorious exit. The BJP lost 
over six dozen seats, an astounding decline 
that would not have been possible had Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi not sustained the 
pressure on the BJP government’s brazen 
loot over the last five years.

The BJP won 110 seats in Karnataka in the 
last assembly election. The Congress which 
was out of power in the state since 1999 
still managed to poll greater percentage of 
votes than any other party. The Congress 
got more votes than the BJP in every single 
election; even in 2008 election which was 
touted as a first major victory for the BJP 
in South, the Congress got over 2.5 lakh 
more votes, establishing the indisputable 

t r u t h  t h at 
the majority 
o f  p e o p l e 

in  Kar nat a ka 
never accepted the 
BJP. The congress, 
w h i c h  a l w a y s 

retained its status as 
the supreme 

political 
force 

i n  t h e 
s t a t e , 

expanding its 
base votes by over 40 

lakh votes though its tally remained at 80 
in 2008 owing multi-cornered contests 
and concentration of BJP and JD-S votes 
in specific pockets.

The latest result has now pushed a discredited 
BJP by two decades. In 1994, the BJP got 40 
seats with 17 per cent votes, though that 
signified a rapid rise in its fortunes as it 
had a vote-share of merely four percent a 
decade back in 1985. The BJP sustained its 
growth trajectory in Karnataka over the 
past few decades and its accomplishment 
in forming the government in 2008 had 

created ripples 
at the national 
level, compelling 
political pundits 
t o  s p e c u l a t e 
w h e t h e r  t h e 
saffron party had 
f inal ly  dented 
t h e  h i t h e r t o 
i m p r e g n a b l e 
s o u t h e r n 
fortress. Some 
e x p e r t s  e v e n 
p r e d i c t e d 
expansion for the BJP in others southern 
states after the Karnataka foothold.

But the Congress leadership was determined 
to turn this ominous tide and signs of 
the BJP’s fall had been visible on the 
southern horizon long before the voters 
cast their ballots. Political analysts tended to 
ignore the fundamental causes of the BJP’s 
misfortune and often spotted superficial 
reasons for the decline. Instead of delving 
deeper into the political dynamics of the 
states, which was being shaped by the 
constructive role of the Congress which 
raised people’s concerns and exposed the 
dark underbelly of the corrupt regime, 
analysts churned out simplistic theories 
based on BS Yeddyurappa’s exit from the 
BJP. The split in the BJP was caused by 
the sustained pressure mounted by the 
Congress both at the state and the national 
level, convincing the people that this new 
bunch of political opportunists were unfit 
to govern. The voters gave their verdict 

Pankaj Sharma
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on the incapability of the BJP in totality; 
no wonder the combined strength of 
Yeddyurappa’s KJP and Narendra Modi-
inspired BJP was below 50.

The result has proven that the yearning for 
the Congress overrode even caste realities 
of our politics. Yeddyurppa holds sway over 
the Lingayat voters who have a decisive 
presence in 50 seats of Mumbai-Karnataka 
and 40 seats of Hyderabad Karnataka 
regions but his party sank without a trace 
primarily because of Congress dominance. 
Though Yeddyurappa had little influence 
in coastal Karnataka and old Mysore 
regions but this election has indicated that 
the powerful Lingayat community too has 
shifted its loyalty from him and the BJP. 
There was a time when the BJP dreaded to 
touch Yeddyurappa because of the fear of 
Lingayat reprisal and he remained firmly 
nestled in his chief minister’s chair despite 
the taint that fell on his persona from the 
Bellary’s iron ore mines.

Yeddyurappa supporters claimed at that 
time that Lingayats will rise in his defence 
from Hubli to Gulbraga and Bidar to 
Bellary if the all-powerful Chief Minister 
was disturbed in any manner. The then 
BJP president Nitin Gadkari couldn’t 
muster the courage of even calling a core 
group meeting to discuss Yeddyurappa’s 
ouster despite cries of condemnation of 
his brazen loot from all over the country. 

The BJP veterans decide to grin and bear 
it, admitting before the whole world that 
its stance on corruption was born out of 
duplicity and opportunism.

Now with this kind of decisive mandate 
in favour of the Congress, even those who 
developed unflinching faith in Narendra 
Modi magic would have been jolted out of 
their illusion. Modi’s endevours fell flat; 
his so called magic couldn’t prevent the 
BJP from being reduced to tatters. Even in 
the ultra-urban Bangalore where the BJP 
reigned supreme, Modi’s spicy lies and tales 
didn’t sell. Bangalore isn’t known to nurture 
hardcore Kannada identity and is home 
to a truly cosmopolitan culture drawing 
people from all parts of the country. The 
BJP thought Bangalore would be the ideal 
laboratory to test Modi’s charisma among 
the upwardly mobile urban population but 
this myth exploded on their face.

Modi-lovers have reasons to wonder if 
even urban middle class attaches greater 
signif icance to polit ics of inclusion, 
liberalism and tolerance. Majority of 
Indians detest arrogance and are capable 
of distinguishing hollow blusters from 
sincere commitments. The liberal discourse 
of Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, their 
firm advocacy of tolerance and inclusion, 
their proven dedication to the welfare of 
the poor came as a cool breeze against the 
bitter cocktail of vanity and deceit that the 

other side so smugly offered. When the BJP 
got reduced to barely three dozen seats, 
sympathizers across the country were left 
confused whether a particular brand of 
politics that succeeded in a small area had 
any value in the whole of country.

The BJP spared no pains in salvaging its pride 
in the crumbling fortress. Its leadership 
desperately tried to make compromises with 
several regional chieftans. If the BJP bent 
on its knees in Belgaum to accommodate 
Umesh Kutty, it went out of its way to play 
ball with Murugesh Nirani in neighbouring 
Bagalkot. In Bangalore and vicinity, it struck 
deals with Somanna, in Havery it shook 
hands with Basavraj Bommai. All these 
forces blackmail the BJP into submission 
but nothing helped it sail through the deluge 
of distrust that the people developed about 
its leadership.

There is a strong probability that those who 
tend to limit the impact of this election to 
the geographical boundaries of Karnakata 
would be proven wrong. State elections are 
often influenced by local factors but they do 
have national repercussions. Though there 
was more or less a national consensus on 
the BJP’s decline in Karnataka but nobody 
anticipated the fall will so abysmal that the 
ruling party will struggle to keep the main 
opposition party status with H D Deve 
Gowda’s JD-S. Few observers predicted 
doom for Yeddyurpaa too as general belief 
was that the voters would leave the Congress 
struggling with a hung assembly. There is a 
message hidden in the verdict as the number 
of Congress rebels who won surpasses 
the number of candidates Yeddyurappa 
managed to get elected.

All these indications point to one irrefutable 
possibility: the BJP will suffer badly in 
the next round of assembly elections in 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh 
and Delhi later this year and its fond hopes 
of returning to power in the next general 
election in 2014 would remain a pipedream. 
But for these predictions to be foolproof, the 
Congress will have to shed the tendency of 
being complacent and continue the hard 
work that brought it success in Karnataka. v

(The writer is a senior journalist and the 
National Secretary of the Congress party)
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food seCUrIty

nATIOnAL fOOD sECuRITY bILL (InTRODuCED)

New Delhi: As Parliament continues to be 
disrupted by Opposition protests against the 
government over a slew of issues- mainly coal-
gate and the JPC report on the 2G scam — the 
UPA Government is considering moving an 
ordinance for two of its key bills on land 
acquisition and food security. 

The government introduced amendments to 
the Food Security Bill in the Lok Sabha on 
2nd May, 2013, but could not get it passed 
as Opposition members stalled proceedings 
in the House over the killing of Indian death 
row prisoner Sarabjit Singh in Pakistan and 
other issues. 

Food Minister Shri K.V. Thomas moved 
amendments to the National Food Security Bill, 
which was originally introduced in Parliament 
in December 2011.

The proposed Food Bill, the UPA government’s 
ambitious social welfare programme, aims to 
provide legal right over subsidised foodgrains 
to 67 per cent of the population. 

Following is the speech of Prof. K.V. Thomas 
in the Lok Sabha:

Madam, I rise to place the National Food 
Security Bill, 2011 for further consideration 
and passing by this august House. I also hereby 
place the motion for official amendments to 
this Bill before this House for consideration 
and passage. …

As all the esteemed members present here 
know, UPA Government is committed to 
provide food security to the people of India. 
The President of India in her address to the 
Joint Session of Parliament on 4th June, 2009, 

inter alia, announced that a new Act – the 
National Food Security Act – will be enacted 
to provide a statutory basis for a framework 
which assures food security for all. …

Accordingly, the National Food Security 
Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 
22nd December, 2011 to address the issue of 
food security in a comprehensive manner, 
by adopting a life cycle approach. The Bill 
was introduced after a wide – ranging 
consultation with various stakeholders. …

After introduction, the Bill was referred 
to the Standing Committee on Food, 
Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution, 
who interacted with other Central Ministries/
Departments, various other organizations 
and individuals and visited State/UTs and 
submitted its report to the Speaker, Lok Sabha 
on 17th January, 2013. The recommendations 
of the Standing Committee have been 
examined in consultation with concerned 
Central Ministries/Department and also with 
the Food Ministers and Food Secretaries of 
States/UT. …

Based on the recommendations of the 
Standing Committee and view of various 
stakeholders thereon, the Government has 
decided to move certain amendments to 
the Bill. These amendments seek to make 
the framework of the proposed legislation 
simpler, provide more flexibility to State/UTs 
in its implementation and to address some of 
the concerns raised by them. …

Main amendments to the Bill approved by the 
Cabinet are as under:

1. Coverage and 
ent i t l ement 
u n d e r 
T a r g e t e d 
P u b l i c 
Distribution 
S y s t e m 
( T P D S ) : 
I n s t e a d  o f 
coverage of 
u p t o  7 5 % 
of the rural 
p opu l at i on 
and upto 50% 
of the urban 
population under tow categories of priority 
and general households with different 
entitlements and issue prices provided in 
the original Bill, there would be only one 
category of beneficiaries with uniform 
entitlement of 5 kg per person per month. 
…

2. Protect ion of  ent it lements  under 
Targeted Public Distribution System: The 
entitlements of Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
(AAY) households, which constitute 
poorest of the poor will, however, be 
protected at 35 kg per household per 
month, it is also proposed to accept the 
recommendation of the Committee to 
protect the existing allocation of food 
grains to the State/UTs, subject to it being 
restricted to average annual off take during 
last three years (2009-10 to 2011-12). …

3. State – wise coverage and identification of 
beneficiaries: Corresponding to coverage 
of 75%/50% of the rural/urban population 

KV Thomas
Minister of Consumer 

Affairs & Food & Public 
Distribution, GoI
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at the all India level, State – wise coverage 
will be determined by the Planning 
Commission. … The work of identification 
of eligible households is proposed to be left 
to the State/UTs, which may frame their 
own criteria or use the Socio Economic and 
Caste Census (SECC) data.

4. Subsidized Prices under TPDS and their 
revision: Uniform prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per 
kg for rice/wheat/coarse grains will be 
applicable to all eligible beneficiaries. It 
is proposed to fix these prices for the first 
three years of implementation of the Act, 
and thereafter link the same suitably to 
MSP…

5. Cost of intra – State transportation & 
handling of food grains and FPS Dealers’ 
margin: In order to address the concerns 
of States/UTs regarding additional financial 
burden, it is proposed that Central 
Government may provide assistance 
to State towards cost of intra – State 
transportation, handling of food grains and 
FPS Dealers’ margin for which norms will 
be devised….

6. Maternity benefit: The original NFSB 
provides payment of maternity benefit to 
pregnant women and lactating mother @ Rs. 
1000 per month for 6 months. In order to 
give operational flexibility in disbursement 
of the maternity benefit, and also to 
allow the scope for revision in future, it is 
proposed to entitle such women to payment 
of at least Rs. 6000 in such installments 
as may be prescribed in the scheme to be 
formulated for the purpose. …

7. Grievance Redressal Mechanism: It is 
proposed to allow States/UTs to use the 
existing machinery for District Grievance 
Redressal Officer (DGRO), State Food 
Commission, if they so desire, to save 
expenditure on establishment of new setup. 
…

At the coverage and entitlement now proposed, 
total estimate annual food grains requirement 
is 612.3 lakh tons of the corresponding 
estimate food subsidy for implementation of 
NFSB, at 2013-14 costs, is about Rs. 1,24,747 
crore. When compared to the estimate food 
subsidy requirement under existing TPDS 
and Other Welfare Schemes, the additional 
food subsidy implication is about Rs. 23,800 
crore per annum. Requirement for assistance 

RAhuL gAnDhI ATTEnDs funERAL Of sARAbjIT sIngh

new delhi: Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 3rd May, 2013 attended the 
funeral of Sarabjit Singh, the Indian prisoner who died at a hospital in Pakistan after 
he was brutally attacked in Kot Lakhpat jail in Pakistan. Shri Rahul Gandhi paid floral 
tributes to Sarabjit at the cremation ground in his hometown of Bhikhiwind in Punjab and 
also interacted with the family 
members. A sea of people had 
gathered at the cremation ground 
to have a last glimpse of their 
hero. Draped in the Tricolour, 
his body was brought to the 
cremation ground where his last 
rites were performed.

Shri Rahul Gandhi, on 2nd May, 
2013, had met the family of 
Sarabjit in Delhi. During the 
meeting that lasted for nearly 
an hour, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
reportedly got very emotional. 
He hugged Sarabjit’s sister Dalbir 
Kaur and consoled her.  He 
reportedly also broke down while 
talking to her. Sarabjit’s wife 
Sukhpreet Kaur and daughters 
Poonam and Swapandeep were 
also present during the meeting.

to States for meeting the expenditure on 
Transportation, Handling and FPS Dealer’s 
margin, etc., would be additional. …

The National Food Security Bill is a historic 
initiative for ensuring food security of the 
people. The Bill marks a paradigm sift in 

food security from welfare to a rights based 
approach. It seeks to address the issue of 
food security in a comprehensive manner, by 
adopting a life cycle approach. …

With these observations, I seek whole hearted 
support of the House for passing of this 
historic legislation. v
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jaipur (rajasthan):Congress Vice-President Rahul Gandhi on 16th May, 2013 
said the party would avoid giving tickets to people “with [a] criminal record or 
negative image,” during the coming Assembly election in the State. Hoping that 
the Congress would retain power, he praised the flagship schemes launched by 
the State government.
Talking to reporters after addressing a series of meetings with Congress workers and 
leaders here, Shri Rahul Gandhi said though there was no special formula for ticket 
distribution, it should be carried out early and the youth should be given priority.
“We could successfully identify the candidates with the winning potential in 
Karnataka. We have one formula for our governments. They should be pro-people 
and perform for people’s welfare. The work done in Rajasthan is quite impressive.”
The AICC Vice President said his two-day interactions, in Bikaner and Jaipur, 
with Congress activists and office-bearers of front organizations was fruitful 
and would help strengthen the party structure. He met members of 25 District 
Congress Committees and elected Panchayati Raj representatives earlier in the day.

Hitting out at the Opposition, Shri Gandhi said he was sad that the BJP and 
other Opposition parties had prevented the passage of the Food Security Bill 
in Parliament: “It is indeed depressing that the BJP and the Opposition parties 
are depriving the people of the benefit of food security for political reasons.”
The Congress Vice-President also refuted the BJP’s charge that the CBI was 
coerced to go after Opposition leaders in fake encounter cases. He said the CBI 
had launched action even against Congress leaders in different matters.
At the interactions, including a meeting of the Pradesh Congress Committee’s 
extended executive, organized at the B.M. Birla Auditorium in Jaipur, Shri Gandhi 
received feedback from party workers on the prospects in the Assembly and Lok 
Sabha polls, and assessed the State’s political situation.
Dissensions within the party, resentment among grassroots workers and neglect 
of deserving candidates, were some of the other issues discussed over the past 
two days. v

ConGress VICe PresIdent’s VIsIts

DECEnTRALIsATIOn In pARTY wILL 
bE bEnEfICIAL: RAhuL gAnDhI

mallapuram (Kerala): AICC Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi has said that his party will use the concept of 
decentralisation for organisational strengthening.

Interacting with Office bearers and representatives of local 
bodies at the Kerala Institute of Local Administration 
(KILA) here on 16th April, 2013, he said the concept of 
decentralisation fitted well in the overall scheme of democratic 
organisational set-up.

“All political parties should adopt the decentralization model. 
It will ensure that the parties reflect the will of the people at the 
grassroots. I will do my best to put into practice this principle 
in the Indian National Congress,” he said.

He lauded Kerala’s achievements in decentralised planning and 
development. “The initiatives are worth emulating,”’ he said.

He agreed with the view of a section of participants that 
Central schemes, including Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme, should be local-specific. 
Participants in the discussion also stated that local bodies 
should have a say in implementation of projects using local 
area development funds of MPs and MLAs.

He stated that a team from Uttar Pradesh would soon visit KILA 
to study the decentralisation initiatives in Kerala. A presentation 
by P.P. Balan, director of KILA, preceded the discussion.

Shri Rahul Gandhi arrived at Adattu. Kerala Pradesh Congress 
Committee (KPCC) President Shri Ramesh Chennithala 
and AICC General Secretary Shri  Madhusudan Mistry 
accompanied him. v

COngREss wOn’T fIELD CAnDIDATEs wITh 
CRImInAL RECORDs, sAYs RAhuL gAnDhI
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RAjIv gAnDhI REvIsITED: 

‘hE EngInEERED A pARADIgm 
shIfT In gOvERnAnCE’

Th e  g o o d  t h a t  R a j i v 
Gandhi did has lived on 
af ter  him. In any case, 

we are so habituated to routine, 
sponsored anniversary tributes 
that appreciation has become a 
polite ritual. So, at the risk of 
being unfashionably laudatory, I’m 
going to recall some of the durable 
transformations he wrought during 
his short tenure. Never before we 
had witnessed the zeal of such a 
young leader wanting to lead the 
youth towards the twenty first 
century. 

Rajiv was a young icon, thrust into 
a position he did not anticipate, 
largely untutored in politics. Most 
of  us have probably forgotten 
the cynicism and often, outright 
hostility that greeted many of his 
initiatives. His tenacity, his capacity 
for hard work, and his devotion to 
what he identified as his responsibilities and obligations saw Rajiv 
through some very dark hours. But his enduring success came 
from initiatives that bore a personal stamp: Decisions rooted in his 
instincts, often taken in opposition to the political machinery and 
perceived wisdom around him. Conversely, many who worked with 
Rajiv believe that it was when he failed to act on his own impulses 
that he went astray.

His early years were marked by such actions: Bringing Laldenga 
back into the mainstream in Mizoram; getting Assam chief minister 
Hiteshwar Saikia to resign so that the Assam accord could move 
forward; the short-lived Punjab accord with Sant Longowal; and, 
in a move that valued peace over power, the call for elections in 
Punjab in 1985, in the face of overwhelming evidence that the 
Akalis would triumph.

Rajiv was a hands-on PM who 
par t ic ipated in  ever y  s tep  of 
the  decis ion-making process , 
personalising major decisions. The 
technology missions, an effective 
way of focusing on priorities, were 
his creation. The choice of missions 
was driven by the needs of the time, 
some of which remain paramount 
today. The emphasis on drinking 
water addressed an issue that has 

grown in magnitude, and if he hadn’t given literacy and education 
the importance he did (including such diverse initiatives as 
Operation Blackboard and the Navodaya Vidyalayas) it is doubtful 
that the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan would have had the real chance of 
success it has today.

One of his most enduring legacies was to pioneer bottom-up 
governance. Rajiv often said that the development delivery 
mechanism was so flawed that only 15 per cent of intended benefits 
reached the poor. To change things, he re-envisioned panchayats not 
as the third tier of government but as the first tier of democracy, 
where empowered local communities would take control of their 
own futures. It hasn’t worked out quite that way just yet, but today’s 
reality of three million elected representatives across India, one 
million of whom are women, was born of his efforts.

Suman Dubey

remInIsCenCes
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After five rounds of intensive meetings 
with district magistrates, he pulled together 
tens of thousands of elected representatives 
from panchayats all over the country 
at  a  marathon meeting in Talkatora 
stadium in the winter of 1988. From such 
beginnings has emerged a paradigm shift 
in governance.

The Indian economy is sustained today 
by information technology, computers, 
outsourcing and so on. If Bangalore is to 
date its beginning as a global IT hub, it 
could be from a decision that Rajiv took 
in 1985: To facilitate a Texas Instruments 
satellite earth-station for a soft-ware 
facility. That catalysed today’s success 
stories l ike Infosys,  TCS and Wipro, 
businesses that have changed the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of middle-class 
people, and earned India not only billions 
of dollars but international respect as well. 
And what of the telecom revolution that 
has transformed our lives and businesses? 
Its beginnings go back to the creation of 
MTNL in 1986 and the proliferation of 
public call offices that spread telephones 
into the rural areas. The work done in the 
telecom technology mission in the 1980s 
laid the foundations for the 1990s boom.

Much of this comes together under the 
rubric of economic reforms we now take for 
granted. If there is a turning point, it has to 
be the 1985 budget, devised under Rajiv’s 
direction, which broke with old mind-
sets and turned an import-substitution 
economy towards exports, cut back key 
import duties and taxes on profit and began 
the process of deregulation. These decisions 
led to an export boom, high growth rates 
and a tremendous boost to the country’s 
incipient middle class. 

Rajiv did not live to guide the reforms 
to their logical conclusion. But if, today, 
India is significantly freed from the heavy 
hand of babudom, if it is counted, with 
China, as one of the twin pillars of the 
future global economy, and if it is finally 
realising the worth of its human capital, 
exuding intellectual independence and 
technological prowess, we must affirm the 
Rajiv years. v

Courtesy : The Times of India 

mohankheda (dhar) madhya Pradesh: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi began his two-day 
visit of Madhya Pradesh on 24th April, 2013. Congress vice president, Shri Rahul Gandhi, 
taking a serious note of internal bickering and factionalism in Madhya Pradesh Congress Party, 
warned party leaders to be united or be prepared to face the consequences in 2013 Assembly 
elections. Addressing select party workers at the Jain pilgrimage here, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said, “I have come to know about shortcomings of Congress Party in Madhya Pradesh,” and 
called upon the senior leaders to fall in line.

With an oblique reference to senior leaders, the Congress vice president said, “No matter how 
senior or popular the leader is, he or she would be taken to task if found to be indulging in 
factionalism at the cost of the party.”

He further said that another unsavory development that he has been noticing in Madhya 
Pradesh unit of Congress Party is the neglect of grass-root level workers. “To get them heard, it 
is essential that the block development and zilla panchayat level leaders have a say in election 
of district level committees and selection of candidates.”

This was Rahul Gandhi’s first visit to the state after he took over as the vice president. “MLAs 
and MPs are getting heard, but I want that the workers at the grass-root level too are given 
due attention,” he said.

On his first visit of the state after becoming the vice-president,  Shri Rahul Gandhi hinted 
that he meant business by insisting handful of leaders won’t have a say in ticket distribution. 
“Would you prefer five or seven leaders deciding tickets behind closed doors or would you 
want a wider consultation?’’ Shri Rahul Gandhi had assured the Madhya Pradesh leaders and 
workers that the tickets for the next assembly elections would be distributed at the earliest.

He further said candidates will be finalized by July to give them time to effectively campaign 
in their constituencies. The faction-ridden party is hoping that his visit will revive the 
organisation.

Earlier, the Congress Party vice president drove straight from the helipad at around 10.15 am 
to Jain temple - Adinath Jinendra Jain Shwetamber Pedhi, where he was welcomed. And after 
the meeting at around 1.30 pm, Shri Rahul Gandhi met Jain Saint Hrishab-chandra-vijayji 
and sought his blessings. Later, he had food with the saint on temple premises.  v

bE unITED OR fACE COnsEquEnCEs 
RAhuL gAnDhI wARns  

mADhYA pRADEsh COngREss LEADERs
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India with the inauguration of Parliamentary institutions was 
the pioneering nation, particularly in the context of the Third 
World to have experimented with the idea of;

· accelerating the process of social change and nation building 
within the democratic framework;

· transforming the traditional society through the instrumentality 
of State;

· initiating planned development within the parameters of 
democratic structure;

· introducing socialistic pattern of society in a parliamentary 
system;

· developing the secular edifice of a social order dominated by 
caste, religion and ethnicity;

· steering clear of the power blocs in a bi-polar world and thereby;

· developing a third force of the erstwhile Colonies which 
although old societies, were new States in the wake of the 
conclusion of the Second World War and the subsequent decline 
of the continental powers.

The man who made the bold experiment in the contemporary world 
war Jawaharlal Nehru, who ranked next only to Mahatma Gandhi 
in the Modern Indian history.

Jawahar Lal Nehru is a fascinating personality to study and 
analyse. He supported the Afro-Asian struggle against Western 
Imperialism; he vigorously fought not only for Indian freedom 
but also for democratic values, as Prime Minister of India. He 
was the chief architect of India’s destiny, he led the country on 
the path of parliamentary democracy, secularism, nationalism, 
industrialization, put the public sector on the commanding heights 
of the national economy and thereby accelerating the process of 
socialist transformation of the Indian society, he kept the Country 
united and democratic in the midst of encircling global gloom which 

engulfed many a Third World Countries 
which had sought salvation from the 
foreign yoke, as architect of foreign 
policy he gave a new dimension and led 
not only India but the entire Third World, 
and as a historian, writer and as a man of 
letters he was superb. His commitment 
to secularism, nationalism, humanism, 
internationalism, pacifism, liberalism 
and science was total. He ranks with 
those most outstanding statement of 
the world for whom commitment to 
democracy was an article of faith. He constantly strove to make 
parliament an effective instrument of social change and national 
building, he not only accepted the parliamentary codes of etiquette 
and behaviour graciously but went to the extent of defending the 
parliamentary rights of the opponents who held a divergent opposite 
view. As unchallenged leader of the nation and of the ruling party 
enjoying overwhelming majority in the parliament, Nehru never 
used his strength to steamroll and humble the opposition. He 
used to attend question hour regularly even on those days when 
his ministry was not involved and he displayed remarkable degree 
of patiently tolerance, sympathy and warmth. It may be recalled 
how patiently Nehru sat through the attack launched by Acharya 
Kriplani while moving the first no confidence motion against his 
Govt. He answered every charge before the division of votes and 
took the debate seriously although Kriplani’s resolution did not 
warrant it in view of the sheer arithmetic of seats. He allowed 
maximum expression of dissenting notes and strove for consensus. 
In sum, it was he who put the idea of parliamentary democracy to 
practice for he was deeply convinced that only a Govt. elected by 
the people could function in this country.

Had he not decided to tread on the rocky path of politics, he would 
have been one of the greatest writers in the contemporary world. 
Although he gave his best to the freedom movement, to his writings 

from ArChIVes

pt. jAwAhAR LAL nEhRu
ThE mAn AnD hIs vIsIOn

Prof. K.L. Kamal
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put him above most of his 
contemporaries.  He kept 
abreast of the latest trends 
and developments in the field 
of literature and he kept a 
continuous dialogue with his 
contemporary literary figures 
such as  George  B ernard 
Shaw,  B er t rand Russ e l l , 
Ravindra Nath Tagore and 
S. Radhakrishnan. Not only 
those who have occupied the 
coveted office of the Prime 
Minister of India but no 
politician since independence 
comes even close to him in 
this respect.

T h e  q u i n t e s s e n c e  o f 
Nehru’s social and political 
philosophy may be summed 
up in these words – 

(1) man has right to choose 
his own destination, 

(2) State exists to remove 
a l l  b a r r i e r s  w h i c h 
prevent man to seek his 
destination,

(3) Individual advancement needs institutions,
(4) There is no freedom without democracy
(5) There is no democracy without socialism
(6) There is no life without law,
(7) No right ends without right means
(8) And scientific humanism with sense of history is the key to 

balanced development.
 In his Azad Memorial Lectures delivered in 1959 Nehru’s 

emphasis was on:
(1) social ownership over means of production
(2) equitable distribution of national resources
(3) economic revolution as part of social revolution
(4) social order based on social justice 
(5) rapidly changing technology to accelerate the process of social   

change.

Nehru delivered that science is the real truth and exhorted the 
people to inculcate the scientific temper.

According to Nehru the active principle of science is discovery. He 
sees conflict between the normal conservatism of a static society 
and the normal revolutionary tendency of the scientist’s discovery. 
This basic conflict is at the root of change that affects the living 
conditions in human society. In the words of Nehru;

“The history of science shows that it does not simply better than 

the old. It sometimes upsets 
the old. It does not merely 
add new truths to the old ones 
but sometimes the new truth 
it discovers and disintegrates 
one part of the old truths 
and thereby upsets the way 
of men’s thinking and way of 
their lives. Sciences, therefore, 
does not merely repeat the old 
in better ways or add to the old 
but creates something that is 
new to the world and to human 
consciousness.”

“…Now that we have attained 
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s 
naturally a resurgence of all 
kinds of new faces, both good 
and bad, good forces are, of 
course, liberated by a sense of 
freedom but along with them 
there are also a number of 
forces which under the guise 
of what people call culture, 
narrow over minds and our 

out-look. These forces are essentially a restriction and denial of 
any real kind of culture. Culture is the widening of the mind and 
of the spirit. It is never a narrowing of the mind or restriction of 
the human spirit or the country’s spirit.”

Higher education was closest to his heart His vision is reflected 
in the often cited convocation address delivered by him to the 
University of Allahabad in 1947. He laid stress on ‘those standards 
of thoughts and action which make an individual and a nation. 
He eloquently stared that ‘A University stands for humanism, for 
tolerance, for reason for progress, for the adventure of ideas and 
for the search for truth.”

Nehru was conscious of the fact that the amorphous Indian 
masses with great variety in religion, in cultural traditions and in 
ways of living, could only be held together through compromises, 
concessions and exceptions in given situations. He bridged the gap 
between the generations and was the link between nationalism 
that developed in the wake of anti colonial struggle and the new 
post-war resurgence. He gave meaning and content to the Third 
World and was the voice of the teeming millions the World over 
who not only toiled and suffered but were subjugated, humiliated, 
tortured and deprived.  v

The author is a former Vice-Chancellor
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur

from ArChIVes
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UPA sCheme

sARvA shIkshA 
AbhIYAAn

bACkgROunD & InTRODuCTIOn
India is a big country (area 3.3 million Sq. Km, seventh largest in the 
world) comprising 35 States and Union Territories with diverse socio-
cultural histories, spread over widely varying geographical conditions. 
According to the provisional results of Census of India 2011, India’s 
population increased from 1.028 billion in 2001 to 1.21 billion in 2011. 
Commitment to providing basic education for all is a goal enshrined 
in the Indian Constitution, which guarantees universal compulsory 
education as a fundamental right for every child in the age group 6-14. 
Successive development policies and plans have pursued this goal for 
the last six decades. As a result, impressive progress has been registered 
in education in general and elementary education in particular. 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is one of the largest programmes in the 
world which was launched in the year 2001-02 as a flagship program 
of the Government of India (GoI) to provide a comprehensive policy 
and budgetary framework to achieve this goal of universalization of 
elementary education. The goals of SSA, which are consistent with the 
MDGs, the National Policy of Education and the fundamental Right to 
Free and Compulsory Education 2010 are the following: (a) All children 
in schools; (b) Bridge all gender and social category gaps at primary and 
upper primary; (c) Universal retention; and (d) Focus on elementary 
education of satisfactory quality with emphasis on education for life.  
SSA builds on the experiences of a series of past interventions at the 
national and state levels such as Operation Blackboard, District Primary 
Education Program (DPEP), Mahila Samakhya, Lok Jumbish, Bihar 
Education Project and Uttar Pradesh Basic Education Project. The broad 
strategies central to SSA design are: (a) Decentralized planning and 
implementation; (b) Emphasis on special focus groups; (c) Community 
ownership; (d) Thrust on quality; (e) Institutional reforms; and (f) 
Sustainable financing. 

SSA is being implemented in partnership with State Governments to 
cover the entire country and address the needs of 192 million children 
in 1.1 million habitations. 

fInAnCIAL suppORT fOR pROjECTs In ssA
At the time of launch, Government of India started to fund the program 
through its own resources; from the year 2004 development partners i.e 
World Bank, the Department of International Development (DFID) of 
the United Kingdom and the European Commission (now the European 
Union, EU), joined to provide partial funding for the programme.  The 
Development Partners pooled approximately US$ 1 billion. These funds 
were earmarked to support SSA for the period 2004- 2007. A second 
phase of external funding was upto the period of 2012. Presently SSA is 
funded primarily from Central budget and external support is < 2.5% 

The biggest and by far the most historic development during SSA has 
been the enactment and implementation of the RTE Act  making free 
and compulsory education a fundamental and justiciable right.  Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is implemented as India’s main programme for 
universalising elementary education. 

The right to free and Compulsory education Act (2009): The Act 
came into force on April 1 2010. Subsequently the national and state 
governments formulated consequential rules (e.g. the Model Rules, 
The Central Rules and the State Rules). SSA was designated as the 
primary though not the exclusive vehicle for implementing the Act and 
the Government approved Rs. 2.31 lakh crore for SSA to implement 
RTE for five years. The rights perspective as well as the stipulations 
of the Act necessitated major changes in SSA Norms and approach 
which were effected to align the programme with the approach and 
standards of the Act. Subsequently the Framework of Implementation 
of SSA was rewritten. The revised approach brought to greater focus 
on child entitlements, equitable quality of education and continuous 
and comprehensive evaluation (CCE) etc. It also specified timelines 
to many of these provisions e.g. neighbourhood school, teachers 
according to the PTR standards and school infrastructure within 3 
years and professionally qualified teachers within five years of the 
commencement of the Act.
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COmpOnEnT wIsE InTERvEnTIOns AnD OuTCOmE
SSA has been designated as the main vehicle for implementation of 
the RTE Act.  

Progress against key SSA goals is as follows:

Goal 1: All children in schools;

Universal access & reduction in out of school children (OOSC)

The first goal set for SSA was to improve enrolment in schools and 
reduce the number of out of school children. Universal provision of 
schooling facility is prerequisite for universal enrolment. In SSA there 
has been a significant provisioning of primary schooling facilities across 
the country resulting in improved enrolment and reduced number of 
out of school children. The second significant action was expansion of 
upper primary schools in all unserved habitations. 

Expansion of Schooling facilities in SSA since 2007 
The foremost challenge during SSA-II was, provisioning of residual 
requirement for primary schools in all habitations, within a walk able 
distance and saturation of schooling facilities at upper primary level. The 
trend of sanctioning of schools shows that there has been a remarkable 
expansion of schooling facilities across the country during this period. 
ssA has provided over 77 thousand primary and over 70 thousand 
upper primary schools during this period (upto 31.03. 2012). 
Following is the status of schools sanctioned to the states during SSA II.

Provisioning of schools during 2007-08 to 2012-13

s. no. year Primary Upper Primary
1 2007-08 16757 24105
2 2008-09 9858 19934
3 2009-10 9404 12145

4
2010-11  

(incl Supplementary 
approvals)

25381 9410

5 2011-12 14481 2843

This includes upgradation of 42,979 EGS centers into regular schools 
(41,105 Primary and 1874 Upper Primary). These schools have been 
largely sanctioned to states with infrastructure gap such as Uttar Pradesh 
(28,619), West Bengal (24,178), Bihar (17,914), Rajasthan (13,472), 
Jammu & Kashmir (11,137) and Odisha (8,075). 

Provision of residential schools and hostels in remote tribal/forest/
hilly/desert Areas:-

Realizing that there are many areas which are sparsely populated with 
low density of population (mostly tribal areas) and many children in 
urban areas who are in need of care and protection, SSA has successfully 
attempted to address context specific issues of states with regard to 
access. The detail of Residential facilities sanctioned under SSA during 
this period is given below:

Year Residential 
School

Capacity Hostel Capacity

2010-11 105 33450 6 600
2011-12 3 1100 10 1000

This includes upgradation of 42,979 EGS centers into regular schools 
(41,105 Primary and 1874 Upper Primary). These schools have been 
largely sanctioned to states with infrastructure gap such as Uttar Pradesh 
(28,619), West Bengal (24,178), Bihar (17,914), Rajasthan (13,472), 
Jammu & Kashmir (11,137) and Odisha (8,075). 

Salient Features of the RTE Act, 2009
 The RTE Act, 2009 provides for:

(i) The right of children to free and compulsory education till completion of 
elementary education in a neighbourhood school.
(ii) It clarifies that ‘compulsory education’ means obligation of the appropriate 
government to provide free elementary education and ensure compulsory 
admission, attendance and completion of elementary education to every child in 
the six to fourteen age group. ‘Free’ means that no child shall be liable to pay any 
kind of fee or charges or expenses which may prevent him or her from pursuing 
and completing elementary education.
(iii) It makes provisions for a non-admitted child to be admitted to an age 
appropriate class.
(iv) It specifies the duties and responsibilities of appropriate Governments, 
local authority and parents in providing free and compulsory education, and 
sharing of financial and other responsibilities between the Central and State 
Governments.
(v) It lays down the norms and standards relating inter alia to Pupil Teacher 
Ratios (PTRs), buildings and infrastructure, school-working days, teacher-
working hours.
(vi) It provides for rational deployment of teachers by ensuring that the specified 
pupil teacher ratio is maintained for each school, rather than just as an average 
for the State or District or Block, thus ensuring that there is no urban rural 
imbalance in teacher postings. It also provides for prohibition of deployment of 
teachers for non-educational work, other than decennial census, elections to local 
authority, state legislatures and parliament, and disaster relief.
(vii) It provides for appointment of appropriately trained teachers, i.e. teachers 
with the requisite entry and academic qualifications.
(viii) It prohibits (a) physical punishment and mental harassment; (b) screening 
procedures for admission of children; (c) capitation fee; (d) private tuition by 
teachers and (e) running of schools
without recognition, 
(ix) It provides for development of curriculum in consonance with the 
values enshrined in the Constitution, and which would ensure the all-round 
development of the child, building on the child’s knowledge, potentiality and 
talent and making the child free of fear, trauma and anxiety through a system of 
child friendly and child centred learning.
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transport and escort facilities: In addition to regular schools, access 
to school was also supported through transport and escort facilities. 
This facility was provided to children living in access-less habitation 
where opening of school was not possible, but these habitation are 
connected to schools through all weather roads, children of urban areas 
where highways or railway lines were hindrances for access to school. 

year Children fund allotted in lakhs
2010-11 521010 1672.94
2011-12 184058 4510.705
2012-13 122779 3435.06

SSA has, thus, brought elementary education to the doorstep of millions 
of children and enrolled them in schools including first generation 
school goers through successive and context specific initiatives in 
hitherto unserved and underserved habitations.

Other rights based provisions initiated with enactment of RTE Act for 
Universal Access and Participation are as given below:

a) removal of financial Barriers: The RTE Act provides that no child 
in a neighbourhood school, as notified by the State Government, shall 
be liable to pay any kind of fee, charge or expense that may prevent 
her/him from enrolling, participating and completing elementary 
education. Expenses such as textbooks, uniforms and transportation 
are provided under SSA, unless these are already being provided under 
any other scheme of the State Govt. Free noon meals is also provided 
under the MDM Scheme. Other schemes of the State Governments and 
local authorities, such as scholarships, school bags, stationary, bus passes, 
etc., also contribute to meeting the ‘hidden’ costs of education. 

b) removal of Procedural Barriers: The RTE Act provides for removal 
of procedural barriers to school access. It ensures that no child shall be 
denied admission in a school for want of a Birth or Transfer Certificate. 

c) Any-time admission in school: Admission of a child in school 
is a fundamental right and it cannot be denied at any point of time. 
Ideally, all children should be enrolled in school at the beginning of 
the academic session. 

d) special training for out-of-school children: The RTE Act makes 
specific provision for Special Training for age-appropriate admission 
for out-of-school children. 

Reduction in out of school children
There has been a remarkable reduction in the number of out of school 
children across the country. The base line taken during second phase 
of SSA for estimating reduction of out of schools children was an all 
India Independent Survey conducted by IMRB in 2005. A similar 
survey conducted in 2009 shows that SSA interventions have brought 
down the number of out of school children in the country from 13.46 
million to 8.15 million in 2009.

The recent All India survey of Out of School Children in the 6-13 age 
group conducted in 2010 has revealed that there were 8.15 million out 
of school children in this age group. Thus, there has been a reduction 

of 5.31 million out of school children over the period of 5 years. The 
percentage of Out-of-School Children in this age group was 4.28% 
in 2010 which was 6.94% in the same age group in 2005 which is a 
reduction of 2.66 percentage points.

2005 2009 Reduction
Total No. 
of OOSC
(6-14 age)

% of 
OOSC

Total No. 
of OOSC
(6-14 age)

% of 
OOSC 

Total No. 
of OOSC
(6-14 age)

% of 
OOSC

13.46 
million 6.94 8.15 

million 4.28 5.31 
million 2.66

Source: IMRB report 2005 & 2009

The substantial decline in out of school children in different groups 
can be seen (Table below) 

out of school Children (All Categories)

Category
2005 (no. of 
oosC) 6-13 

years

2010 (no. of 
oosC) 6-13 

years

decrease  
in nos.

decrease 
in %

All 13459734 8150619 5309115 39.44
Total Girls 6687228 4038592 2648636 39.61

SC 3104866 2308837 796029 25.64
ST 1656978 1069300 587678 35.47

Muslim 2253252 1875744 377508 16.75

The number of out of school children reduced further in subsequent 
years. According to the household survey conducted by states and 
reported in the annual work plan and budgets, the number of OOSC 
is estimated at 29.45 lakh (AWP&B, 2012-13). Number of districts with 
more than 50 thousand OOSC was 36 in 2007-08 is now reduced to 4 
districts in 2012.

India now meets global efA target of bringing down the percentage 
of oosC to less than 5%.

Universal Enrolment
The expansion in schooling facilities has greatly contributed to achieve 
the goal of universal enrolment. This is evident from the fact that 
enrolment at primary level has increased from 134 million to 137 
million.  The enrolment is near universal at primary level, NER was 
95.92 in 2007-08 has increased to 99.89 in 2010-11. Enrolment at upper 
primary level has increased by eleven millions during the project period; 
it has gone up from 50.91 million in 2007-08 to 62 million in 2011-12. 
The GER at upper primary level have increased by 17 points, it has risen 
from 69.88 in 2007-08 to 87 in 2011-12; NER at upper primary level has 
shown a steep rise during this period. The NER at upper primary level 
which was 52 in 2007-08 has increased to 67 in 2011-12.

Goal 2: Bridge all gender and social category gaps at primary and 
upper primary; 
Increased enrolment share of girls: Participation of girls and of 
children from disadvantaged groups has improved. Share of girls in 
enrolment at primary increased from 48.22 in 2007-08 to 48.35 in 
2011-12 whereas in upper primary during the same period it increased 
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from 46.99 to 48.63 (DISE 2011-12). 

enrolment share of different social groups

social 
Group

Primary Upper Primary

2007-08 2011-12 2007-08 2011-12

Girls 48.22 48.35 46.99 48.63

SC 20.08 20.09 19.17 19.14

ST 11.60 11.4 9.23 9.86

This impacted the Gender Parity Index (GPI). At the primary level it 
improved from 0.93 to 0.94 and for upper primary it increased from 
0.89 to 0.95. The annual average growth rate of enrolment for girls is 
considerably higher as compared to boys. The number of districts with 
high gender gap in enrolment at primary and upper primary reduced 
from 65 in 2007 to 35 in 2012. 

Increased enrolment share of SC & ST children Share of SC children in 
enrolment at primary level improved from 20.08% in 2007-08 to 20.09% 
in 2011-12 while at upper primary it marginally reduced from 19.17% 
to 19.14%.  During the same period, enrolment share of ST showed 
a decline at primary level from 11.60% to 11.14% while it registered 
significant increase at upper primary from 9.23% to 9.86%.

Goal 3: Universal retention; 
Retention is a product of many factors, including, but not limited to 
physical facilities or school infrastructure, availability of teachers, 
professional qualification and in-service/ refresher training of teachers, 
decentralised management of schools, community awareness and 
participation, curricular reforms, improved pedagogy, child centred 
learning and rigorous monitoring of time on task (commonly 
understood in terms of school attendance) etc.   SSA II has hugely 
invested in all these areas. Most of these areas have been discussed in 
the section on Quality, an account of school infrastructure development 
which is a well organised achievement of SSA, besides enhancement in 
teacher availability and decentralisation and curricular reforms have 
been mentioned below.

Infrastructure development: The schedule to the RTE Act lays down 
the norms and standards for a school building. A school building has to 
be an all weather building comprising at least one classroom for every 
teacher and an office-cum-store-cum-head teachers room, barrier free 
access, toilets, safe and adequate drinking water facility for all children, 
arrangements for securing the school building boundary wall or green 
fencing, a kitchen for cooking MDM, a playground, equipment for 
sports and games, a library and TLM. 

As evident, 92% of primary & 96% of upper primary school buildings, 
91% of additional classrooms, 95% of drinking water and 84% of toilet 
facilities are either completed or in progress (DISE 2011-12).

Enhancement in teacher availability: SSA has sanctioned 22.17 lakh 
teachers and part time instructors since its inception till 2012; despite 
delayed recruitment of teachers in many states, the number of teachers 

increased from 56.35 lakh in 2007-08 to 64.03 lakh in 2010-11 (DISE). 
Another intervention, to improve teacher availability at school, is 
rationalised teacher deployment. During SSA II, MHRD has made 
sustained efforts to impress upon the need to address the issue of uneven 
distribution of teachers. Karnataka is one of the leading states which 
have undertaken teacher cadre management reforms. The state has 
brought in an Act to provide legislative support to the endeavour.  TSG 
has developed software to facilitate rationalised teacher deployment 
in a transparent manner. 

Goal 4: Improvement in Quality and learning levels 
Focus on elementary education of satisfactory quality with emphasis 
on education for life.

The National Curriculum Framework, NCF (prepared, 2005) which 
was rolled out in 2007 provided an impetus to improvement of quality 
with equity in general and curricular reforms in particular. The focus 
of the Eleventh Plan and the approach of NCF greatly influenced SSA 
in bringing to centre stage the goal of quality education.

Improved availability of teachers 
In order to have requisite PTR in the schools, a three-pronged strategy 
has been adopted, it includes (a) rationalization of the deployment 
of existing teachers in a transparent manner, (b) filling up of the 
sanctioned vacant posts under SSA as well as under the State sector 
and (c) recruitment of additional teachers.

status of sanctioned post, teachers working and teacher vacancies

totAl
sanctioned till 2012-13 Vacancies till  2012-13

state ssA total state ssA total
3163972 1904794 5068766 564452 564463 1128915

MHRD rigorously followed up with the states on the need for 
expeditious filling up of posts sanctioned under SSA and under State 
quota. 

teacher recruitment under ssA from 2007-08 to 2012-13

total 

total no. of teachers in 
2007-08

total no. of teachers in 
2012-13*

sanctioned 
till end of 
2007-08

Appointed 
till end of 
2007-08

sanctioned 
till 2012-13

Appointed 
30.06.2012

3998 3998 1999 30.2612

*including part time instructors 

Effective utilization of Teachers and students time in School
According to DISE, the average number of days (nationally) on which 
the school functioned was 211 days for primary and upper primary 
combined. This increased to 224 days for primary and 225 for upper 
primary in 2011-12. TSG conducted a research study on teachers 
and students attendance (data collected, 2006-07 & published, 2009) 
wherein it was found that average attendance rate of students was 
68.5% and 75.7% at primary and upper primary levels respectively. The 
average attendance rate of teachers was 81.7% and 80.5% respectively 
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in PS and UPS.

· effort to improve - Curriculum, syllabus, textbook and content 
rich environments - 

· Content rich environments & Child Centered pedagogy through 
leP - 

· school library- Over 3.5 lakh schools have been supported to 
establish libraries to promote reading.

· free textbook – Coverage of free textbook distribution was 
enhanced to general boys. Efforts were made for ensuring that the 
textbooks reached students in time. Fund allocation for textbook 
distribution increased from 76878.92 lakh in 2007-08 to 165135.80 
lakh in 2012-13.

Coverage of Children receiving free Text Book Distribution from 2007-
08 to 2012-13: - (No. of children)

state 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Total 1999 1999 1999 1999 1999 1999

Teachers Trainings – Improved pedagogical approach through 
continuous capacity building of teachers

In order to build capacities of teachers SSA provides support for three 
kinds of training: i.e. annual in-service training for up to 20 days ii) 
induction training of 30 days for new recruits, and, iii) training for 
professionally untrained teachers. Apart from these, SSA also provides 
support for 10 days training of head teachers as well as training of 
masters trainers. 

No. of Teachers covered under 20 Days In-service teachers training 
since-2007-08

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 up 
to sept.

2588970 3161105 3509298 3213940 3443999 1826985

Increase in Financial allocation for different kind of training under 
SSA (Rs. In lakh)

In-service/20 days 
tt

Induction/30 days 
tt

trg. of Untrained/ 
60 days tt

2007-08 2012-13 2007-08 2012-13 2007-08 2012-13
44225.70 99778.29 6443.78 9842.70 8492.33 15656.22

Teachers are provided various training packages developed by different 
academic bodies.  

strengthening academic support structures i.e.  BrC/CrC - The Block 
Resource Centers (BRCs) and Cluster Resource Centers (CRCs) have 
been established across the country to enhance teachers’ performance 
by extending  professional support. Progress in Operationalisation of 
BRC & CRC is indicated below.

Technical Support for Quality

At the national level, NCERT has been assisting the States in setting up 
core groups for reviewing their syllabi in the light of NCF-2005. The 
SCERTCs and the SIEs have been there to provide academic support 
to the States wherein the textbooks, TLM and training modules are 

modified to bring in quality. Twenty Eight states have declared SCERT/ 
SIE as academic authority of their respective States. 

Achievements survey – two rounds of achievements survey shows that 
there has been significant progress in term of Scholastic achievements 
of children. On comparing round I and II of achievement surveys 
(conducted by NCERT, during 2003-2009) it was found that Average 
achievement increased in all groups in Maths and languages in case 
of class III (Table below). Further in case of class V the average 
achievement increased in all subjects & across all groups, except in 
language for urban and ST children. 

Highlights of the progress on the third round of the survey and the 
trends are indicated below:

§	 Third round testing based on Item Response Theory: superior 
methodology for measuring achievement levels.

§	 Third round testing initiated : 
i) Class V achievement test completed :
ii) Class VIII – administering of tests in progress.
iii) Class III testing in 2012-13.

Findings for class V indicated improvement in learning levels, but there 
are areas of concern, in Language there has been an improvement in 
learning achievement in 24 States/UTs, in Mathematics, 14 States have 
improved learning levels, in Environmental Studies, 24 States/UTs have 
shown an improvement in learning level. 

Implementation of CCE: the RTE Act mandates for CCE wherein 
autonomy has been given to the teacher to evaluate the child on 
continuously and comprehensively. Teachers and other education 
functionaries are being trained in CCE. 

Participation and role of Community and civil society 
· decentralised planning and community participation
· school development Plan (sdP)

Fund allocation during SSA 
Budgetary allocations for elementary education specially the SSA have 
been going up year on year. Particularly after introduction of Right of 
Children to Free & Compulsory Education Act 2009 the allocations have 
significantly increased. The allocation in 2007-08 was 2064838.82 lakh 
which increased to Rs.6993651.87 lakh in 2012-13 (i.e. an increase of 
over 338%). The central share released by Government of India to State 
Implementation Societies was raised to Rs. 20820 crores in 2011-12 
from Rs. 11119 crores in 2006-07 registering an increase of 87%. This 
happened for 2 reasons; i) The annual allocations substantially increased 
in lieu of the RTE Act, and ii) the sliding scale of centre state fund sharing 
(which has all along been in favour of states) was reversed in 2010 55-45 
to 65-35 (90 – 10) for the States in the North-eastern Region to reduce 
the burden on the states. The State Governments also raised the level of 
their contribution in lieu of the increased outlays to the programme to 
Rs. 10450 crores in 2011-12 from Rs. 3517 crores in 2006-07. The States 
increased their share by 97%. The deficit of Rs. 984 crores in release of 
State share at the end of 2011-12 is offset by an excess release of State 
share amounting to Rs. 2108 crores during the period.  v

UPA sCheme



Congress sandesh | 35 | MaY 2013

from ArChIVes

pRInCELY InDIA  
In ThE  fREEDOm sTRuggLE 

By the middle of the 19th century, 
the Brit ish government had 
establ ished t reaty  re lat ions 

with most of the Princely States in 
India.  Under Brit ish paramountcy, 
the internal  administrat ion of  the 
States was left to the Princes. British 
residencies were established as channels 
for communication with the British 
government. In theory, the rulers had 
absolute power but in practice, they 
were subject to the dictates of the 
British Resident and dependent on the 
British government for internal and 
external protection. Succession policies 
in the States were also laid down by the 
Resident. 

Most of the States were autocratically 
ruled. The economic burden on the 
people was heavy with high taxation, 
education and social services were 
backward and civil rights were restricted. 
State revenues were expended on the 
luxurious life-styles of the rulers and 
since the British provided immunity 
from domestic and external aggression, 
they felt free to ignore the interests of 
their people. The British government 
expected the States to support them in 
their imperialist policies, thereby acting 
against the development of nationalist 
sentiments. Thus, most of the Princes 
were hostile and suspicious towards the 
nationalist forces. The exceptions to 
this were States like Baroda and Mysore 
which sympathized with the nationalists 
and promoted internal political reform. 

The onset of the nationalist movement 
in British India also had an impact on 
the people of the Princely States. Many 
revolutionary nationalists fleeing British 
authority came to the Princely States in 
the first and second decades of the 20th  
century and initiated political activities 
there. 

The launching of the non-cooperation 
and Khilafat movements stirred the 
entire Indian population cutting across 
the borders of British India. A large 
number of people’s organizations in 
the Princely States were established in 
Mysore, Hyderabad, Baroda, Kathiawad, 
Jamnagar, Indore, Nawanagar, etc. Praja 
Mandals or States’ People’s Conferences 
were established. In December 1927, an 
All India States’ People’s Conference was 
held and attended by about 700 delegates 
from different States. Balwantrai Mehta, 
Maniklal Kothari and G.R. Abhayankar 
assumed the leadership of the  movement. 

The Congress, for the first time at its 
Nagpur Session in 1920,  enunciated its 
policy towards the peoples’ movement 
in the Princely States. It called upon 
the Princes to grant full responsible 
government in their States. However, 
it  was pointed out that though the 
people belonging to the States could 
enroll themselves as members of the 
Congress, they could not initiate political 
activity in the State in the name of the 
Congress. They could carry on political 
activity in their individual capacity as 
members of the local Praja Mandals. 

This position continued till 1935 though 
the cooperation between the leaders of 
the States’ People’s Conferences and the 
Congress leaders gradually increased. 
Finally, it was decided that Congress 
Committees could be formed in the 
Indian States but they were not to engage 
in any unparliamentary activity or direct 
action. This compromise formula helped 
to bring about harmony between the 
Congress and the freedom movement in 
the States. 

From the mid-20s the Congress started 
taking keen interest in the states’ people’s 
movements. In 1929, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru in his  president ia l  address 
observed, “The Indian States cannot live 
apart from the rest of India .... The only 
people who have a right to determine the 
future of the States must be the people of 
those States.” 

Two developments in the mid-ges 
brought a radical change in the relations 
between the Princely States and British 
India. The Government of India Act of 
1935 projected a scheme of federation 
in which the States were brought into a 
direct constitutional relationship with 
British India. The States were to send 
representatives to the upper house of the 
Central Legislature called the Council of 
States. However, all these representatives 
were to be nominated by the rulers of the 
States rather than elected by their peoples. 
It would deprive the people of their 
rights and also create a band of hand-
picked persons to stand by the British 
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Government in the Federal legislature 
at any crucial time. The decision to 
leave the choice to the rulers to join or 
not to join the federation was another 
feature of the Act which undermined the 
people’s legislative representation. The 
second major impact on the States was 
created by the acceptance of office by the 
Congress in majority of the British Indian 
provinces in 1937. The installation of the 
Congress ministries in the neighbouring 
British Indian provinces encouraged 
the Praja Mandal leaders to step up 
their political activities for demanding 
responsible government in the Princely 
States. 

In Rajkot, the Satyagraha movement 
drew personalities like Gandhiji and 
Sardar Patel. Though Gandhiji ultimately 
withdrew the Satyagraha accepting 
his failure to change the heart of the 
ruler, its impact was far reaching. In 
Hyderabad also, a very powerful people’s 
movement built up. In Kashmir, under 
Sheikh Abdullah the people organized 
themselves. The Congress also started 
showing more interest in various political 
activities in the States, though adhering 
to its old stand that the movement in the 
Princely States should not be conducted 
in the name of the Congress but in the 
name of the local organizations. 

In a resolution passed at the Lucknow 
session of Congress in 1936, it  was 
observed that, “Congress ... desires to 
make it clear that, in its opinion, the 
people of the States should have the same 
rights of self- determination as those of 
the rest of India, and that the Congress 
stands for the same political, civil and 
democratic liberties for every part of 
India. The Congress, however, desires 
to point out that the struggle for liberty 
within the States has, in the very nature 
of things, to be carried on by the people 
of the State themselves.” 

After this ,  the Haripura session of 
Congress in 1938 dealt with the problems 
of the States in detail. It considered the 
states to be integral parts of India and 
desired the same political, social and 
economic freedom in the States as in 
the rest of India. The demand for ‘Puma 
Swaraj’ put forward by the Congress was 

for the whole of India inclusive of the 
States. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was elected president of 
the All India States’ People’s Conference 
in 1939 at its session held in Ludhiana. 
He exhorted the Praja Mandals to step 
up the agitations in the States to uphold 
the rights and dignities of the people. 
Important leaders like Ramanand Tirtha 
and Ravi Narayan Reddy of Hyderabad, 
U.N.Debar and Balwantrai Mehta in 
Saurashtra and Kathiawad region and 
Sheikh Abdullah in Kashmir spearheaded 
the movement in these States. 

During the  Quit  India  movement , 
Congress formally extended the call for 
launching a struggle to the people of the 
States as well. The constitutional changes, 
likely to take place in the near future also 
underlined the necessity of having an 
organic relationship between the Princely 
States and the Government of India. In 
the post-World War II period, when the 
withdrawal of the British from India 
became increasingly clear, the future of 
the Princely States occupied the attention 
of national leaders both in the Congress 
and in the Muslim League. 

The Cabinet  Miss ion of  1946 had 
proposed a federal scheme for free India. 
In the memorandum of 12 May 1946, 
while explaining the consequences of 
the withdrawal of British power and the 
emergence of independent India, it had 
observed, “Thus, as a logical consequence 
and in view of the desires expressed 
to them on behalf of the Indian States, 
His Majesty’s Government will cease 
to exercise the powers of paramountcy. 
This means that the rights of the States 
which flow from the relationship to the 
Crown will no longer exist and that all 
the rights surrendered by the States to 
the paramount power will return to the 
States.” 

Though the Congress never agreed to 
this interpretation of paramountcy, some 
of the Princely States decided to declare 
independence: They hoped that the 
British Government would come to their 
aid and they found support in Jinnah. He 
emphasized that the Indian States were 
sovereign states, except in so far as they 

had entered into treaties with the Crown. 
British India could do nothing to them. 
To say that the Governor General or the 
British Parliament could lay down that 
every Indian State was bound to enter one 
Constituent Assembly or the other was 
not constitutional. If the States liked to 
come in, they could do so by agreement, 
but there was no way of forcing them in. 

Nehru reacted to this strongly and 
pointed out that by no test of sovereignty 
could an Indian State be defined as 
sovereign. Congress pressure forced 
the British government to act and the 
Political Department was taken away 
from British control and was placed 
under two new State Departments of 
the two future Dominions. Sardar Patel 
headed the States Department of India. 
Both Nehru and Patel acted firmly on 
this issue. They were fortified by the 
support of the States’ people. So, when 
the Nizam of Hyderabad and Travancore-
Cochin expressed their desire to declare 
independence, Sardar Patel acted swiftly. 

The Mountbatten Plan of June 1947 
envisaged a division of India into two 
dominions with the Princely States 
c h o o s i n g  t h e i r  c ou r s e  o f  a c t i on . 
The definition, scope and relevance 
of paramountcy came into question. 
Since paramountcy was going to lapse, 
technically, the States would have the 
choice to join either dominion. or even 
be independent. However, Mountbatten 
and the British government ruled out 
the possibility of independence for the 
States by giving their support to the 
integration of States in the Dominions. In 
the few instances where rulers expressed 
a tendency towards independence, for 
instance in Hyderabad,  Travancore 
and Junagadh, popular movements for 
responsible governance came into play 
against independence. 

The AICC, in its resolution of 15 June 
1947, made the position of the States quite 
clear by stating, “The arrangements made 
under paramountcy in the past dealt, inter 
alia, with the security of India as a whole. 
In the interests of that security, various 
arrangements were agreed to limit the 
power of the States’ authorities and at 
the same time grant them protection. The 



Congress sandesh | 37 | MaY 2013

from ArChIVes

question of the security of India, as well as 
other matters, are as important today as at 
any time previously and cannot be ignored 
in deciding the future of the States.  
The AICC cannot admit the right of any 
State of India to declare its independence 
and to live in isolation from the rest of 
India. That would be a denial of the course 
of Indian history and of the objectives of 
Indian people today. The AlCC trusts that 
the rulers of the States will appreciate fully 
the situation, as it exists today, and will, in 
full cooperation with their people, enter 
as democratic units in the Indian Union, 
thereby serving the cause of their own 
people as well as India as a whole.” 

During the next few weeks, the ground 
was prepared to bring in all the 565 States 
into the Indian Union. Through the 
people’s organizations in various States 
the Congress secured public support from 
the States in favour of the Indian Union. 
Most of the rulers saw the writing on the 
wall and gave up the hope of separate States. 
Most of the States took their decisions before 
15 August 1947, except Jammu & Kashmir 
and Hyderabad. Hyderabad came into the 
Indian Union after police action and the 
Maharaja of Kashmir eventually joined the 
Indian Union in the wake of invasion from 
Pakistan. 

In  t he  t rans i tor y  prov is ions  of  t he 
Constitution which came to exist from 
the 26 January 1950, some of the bigger 
States like Hyderabad, Mysore, Travancore-
Cochin, were given the status of “B” 
Category States. A number of small States 
were clubbed together to form States’ 
unions like Saurashtra and Patiala and East 
Punjab States Union (PEPSU). After the 
reorganization of the States on linguistic 
basis in the mid-ges, the integration of 
Princely States with India. was  complete. 
The Congress under the leadership of Nehru 
and Patel had successfully integrated the 
Princely States with the rest of India and 
thereby contributed enormously to the unity 
of the Indian nation. 

national movement during the second 
world war 

The Second World War broke out on 1 
September 1939 when Germany attacked 
Poland. England entered the War on 
3 September and without consulting 

the Indian leaders, declared India as a 
partner in its war effort. To begin with, 
the Congress leaders were eager to 
support the anti-fascist forces because 
of their earlier stand of opposition to 
fascism. In fact, Gandhiji expressed 
his distress at Westminster Abbey and 
the House of Parliament in London 
being bombed and offered unstinted 
cooperation to Britain. However, the 
dilemma before the Congress was how 
to come to the assistance of Britain 
while they were under its subjugation. 
At a Congress Working Committee 
meeting in Wardha in mid-September 
1939, different strands of opinion 
emerged within the party on the issue of 
support to the war. Sub has Bose and the 
Socialists saw the war as an imperialist 
one. They wanted Congress to go in 
for a mass struggle immediately, taking 
advantage of Britain’s predicament. 
Jawaharlal Nehru neither wanted India 
to join the war till she was free nor was 
in favour of a struggle as advocated by 
the Socialists. Finally, Nehru’s stand 
prevailed with Candhiji’s support. The 
resolution censured fascist aggression 
but explained that India could not 
come out on the side of the Allies while 
being unfree. The Congress called for 
Britain to make true its claims that the 
war was for freedom by giving India its 
independence. If this was done, Indians 
would join the Allies in the war against 
fascism. 

The reaction of the Viceroy to this resolution 
was predictably hostile.  In a statement 
issued on 17 October 1939, he repeated 
the line that there was disunity among 
the Indians and pitted the Muslim League 
and the Princes against the Congress. 
All that was offered was a consultative 
committee without any real powers and 
talks at the end of the war between all 
parties to amend the 1935 Act. Gandhiji 
was dismayed by this response, especially 
as he had been unconditional in his offer 
of support to Britain from the beginning of 
the war. He charged the government with 
continuing the old policy of “divide and 
rule”. He summed up the response thus: 
“The Congress asked for bread and it has 
got a stone.” The CWC at its meeting on 
23 October endorsed Gandhiji’s reaction 

by calling upon the Congress ministries to 
resign, which they immediately did. 

Subhas Bose, Congress Socialist party 
leaders, Communists and  Royists termed 
the war as an imperialist one and mobilized 
opinion for a movement against the British. 
Subhas Bose was willing to leave the Congress 
if need be and set up a parallel organization 
which would direct the movement. In his 
view, the mass of Congressmen and the mass 
of people would come behind his group. 
However, the Communists and the Congress 
Socialists disagreed with this assessment 
and felt Gandhiji’s leadership was essential 
for a successful movement. Nehru, could 
see the merits on both sides but eventually 
went along with Gandhiji. 

The year 1940 saw the Muslim League 
making the demand for Pakistan at its all-
India session held in Lahore in March. The 
League demanded a reconsideration of the 
1935 Act on the basis of sovereign states in 
the Muslim majority areas in the north-west 
and east of India. This demand was based 
on the two-nation theory advocated by 
Jinnah since the 1930S. This theory argued 
that Hindus and Muslims were not two 
communities within India but two different 
nations 

which must constitute different territorial 
units .  The League advocated that 
Congress would institute Hindu raj in 
independent India and Muslims would be 
persecuted under it. As such, political and 
cultural survival of Muslims depended 
on this demand for an autonomous 
area. They now launched a campaign 
of vilification against Congress calling 
it a Hindu party, and emphasizing the 
impossibility of co-existence between 
Hindus and Muslims. This generated 
anxieties amongst the Muslim masses 
regarding their future in a free India. The 
Muslim League received the support of 
the British in this demand and once this 
resolution was adopted, the British were 
able to constantly refer to differences 
amongst Indian leaders as the reason 
why Britain could not give India its 
independence. v

(Extracts from the book ‘The Congress and the 
making of Indian Nation’ chapter-7)
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BIHAR
Protest meeting

Ara: The Bhojpur District Congress 
Sewadal workers organized a protest 
meeting here to express their anger over 
the fatal attack on District Congress 
Sewadal general secretary, Shri Srikant 
Tiwari on 9th April, 2013.

Bihar Pradesh Congress delegate, Shri 
Pramod Rai, chief organizer, Shri Dev 
Kumar Singh, Shri Arun Singh, Shri 
Ashok Pallok and Shri Rajender Ojha 
addressed the gathering and they all 
demanded that all those who attacked 
Shri Tiwari must be arrested immediately.

Monitoring Committee  
meeting held

dalmiyanagar: The Block Congress 
C om m it te e  F l ag sh ip  Mon itor i ng 
Committee worker’s meeting was held 
here on 21st April, 2013.

The meeting was held at the Gandhi 
Ashram and was presided over by Shri 
Anirudh Singh and convened by Shri 
Ravi Kumar.

Regional incharge, Shri Manoj Kumar 
Singh said that there was disorder in the 
implementation of the 16 programmes of 
the Centre and he also asked the workers 
to strengthen the party for the next Lok 
Sabha elections.

Tributes to Dr. Ambedkar

muzaffarpur: The District Congress 
Sewadal, under the leadership of its 
president, Shri Sanjay Kumar paid tributes 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar on his 122nd 
birth anniversary here on 14th April, 
2013.

Congressmen garlanded the photograph 
of Dr. Ambedkar who played an important 
and a leading role in making the 
Constitution of India. Congress leaders 
spoke about his services to the nation 
and said that he fought for the rights of 
the poor, particularly the Scheduled caste 
and scheduled tribes.

Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Committee Scheduled Caste Department, 
led by its president, Shri Umesh Kumar 
Ram paid tributes to Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar here at the Sadakat Ashram on 
his birth anniversary on 14th April, 2013.

Congressmen garlanded the photo of Dr. 
Ambedkar and recalled the services of the 
great leader who chaired the formation of 
the Indian Constitution.

Workers asked to work seriously

sasaram: The Congressmen were happy 
and thanked the Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi for appointing Shri Ashok 
Chaudhary as the president of the Bihar 
Pradesh Congress Committee here on 
2nd April, 2013.

Meanwhile,  addressing a meeting 
of Congressmen, Block and district 
presidents after taking over charge as 
Pradesh president, Shri Ashok Chaudhary 
said the time has come when the Congress 
workers have to start seriously working 
for the party for the coming Lok Sabha 
election. He said the office – bearers of the 
party have to show signs of improvement 
or they leave the post for others.

Shri Ashok said that he will not tolerate 
the politics of post but will support those 
who do positive work for the party and 
to improve the image of the party in the 
state.

Congressmen happy with  
Bihar package

sasaram: The Congressmen in the state 
expressed their happiness with the UPA 
Government for giving Bihar a special 
package of Rs. 12 thousand crores.

Member delegate, Shri Manoj Kumar Singh 
of Carcut parliamentary constituency said 
that the Congress president, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi had promised in 2010 elections 
and the same has been fulfilled now and 
he is greatful to the Congress president 
and the Prime Minister.

Others who expressed their thanks 
included district general secretary, 
Shri Naval Kishore, Sasaram Block 
president, Shri Bhagwan Singh with 
Dassji, Shri Kameshwar Kushwaha and 
Shri Nityanand Sharma.

DELHI
DPCC pay tributes to  

Dr. Ambedkar

new delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) president and MP, 
Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal extended his 
greetings to the Dalit community on 
the occasion of the birth anniversary 
of towering national leader and Bharat 
Ratna, the late Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar. 
He said Dr. Ambedkar was such a messiah 
of the deprived and the depressed classes 
that it would be difficult to equate him 
with any other personality. He said Dr. 
Ambedkar not only assured constitutional 
rights to the Dalits, but also led them to 
the path of their social upliftment. Shri 
Agarwal said because of Dr. Ambedkar’s 
efforts, the Dalit community has joined 
the mainstream of life, and made their 
mark in every walk of life.

Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal said it was the 
responsibility of every citizen of this 
great country to realize the dream of Dr. 
Ambedkar to give the Dalits as much 
right and equal opportunity to progress 
and prosper like any other community in 
the country. He said, had it not been for 
the relentless fight of Dr. Ambedkar to 



Congress sandesh | 39 | MaY 2013

give the Dalit community a decent and 
respectable existence, their uplift would 
have taken several more years to realize.

Shri Agarwal said it was very essential 
to maintain the momentum of the 
development of the Dalits, if India wanted 
to emerge as a socially developed nation 
with equal rights and avenues for growth 
of the Dalits like any other community, 
as had been envisioned by Dr. Bhim Rao 
Ambedkar. He said under the guidance of 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, large funds had been 
allocated in the Union Budget for the all 
– round development and progress of the 
Dalit community.

HARYANA
SC/ST conference held

Gurgaon: A conference of Poorvanchal 
Jan Kalyan Sangh was held here on 21st 
April, 2013. People of Poorvanchal, mostly 
from Bihar, scheduled caste and from 
other backward class participated in this 
conference which was preside over by 
Haryana Pradesh Congress Spokesperson, 
Shri Khazan Singh.

CWC Member, Shri Gulchain Singh 
Charak, incharge of Bihar, Punjab and 
Chandigarh, who was the chief guest, 
addressed the gathering. Shri Charak said 
that the Congress – led UPA government 
and the Haryana state government were 
carrying out peoples welfare programmes 
for the upliftment of the poor and poor 
people coming from Poorvanchal are 
largely benefitting from these programmes. 
A special programme will be initiated to 
empower the intellectual but poor people 
so that they improve their financial status 
and live happily.

Shri Charak also asked his Poorvanchal 
brothers to strengthen the hand of the 

Congress in the NCR and in UP, Bihar 
and Punjab where their relative go to seek 
employment.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Demand for road

shimla: The state organizer, Shri Hari 
Mohan Sharma of the Himachal Pradesh 
Congress Sewadal has demanded that a 
motorable road is needed to join village 
Kleen in Ward No. 13 of Solan Municipal 
Corporation.

This is necessary as old and sick people 
have to be carried physically to the main 
road to put them on an ambulance or 
any vehicle.  A road already goes from 
Terminal No. 37 to the Housing Board 
Colony and if a road is connected to this 
road, it will benefit the people of Kleen 
village.

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Congress to emerge  

largest political force: Soz

hiranagar: Prof. Saifuddin Soz, MP 
(Former Union Minister) & President 
J&K Pradesh Congress Committee has 
said that Congress will be a crucial 
political factor in the politics of Jammu 
and Kashmir in 2014 assembly elections.

Addressing a large public meeting at 
Hiranagar in district Kathua on 15th 
April, 2013, Prof. Soz has said that 
Congress will emerge as a largest political 
force in the state and will be a crucial 
factor in the politics of state in 2014 
assembly elections. He said that congress 
is a vibrant organization in all three 
regions of the state.

Prof. Soz said that people of Kashmir 
have rejected violence and have joined 
mainstream in order to ensure peace, 
development and secure the future of 
their children. Welcoming the positive 
change in the mindset of people of 
Kashmir, he said that it is time to reframe 
our policies to win the hearts of people 
to strengthen their belief in democracy. 
He said that Congress is still in coalition 

in the state and for the elections in 2014, 
all decisions would be taken by the party 
high command in consultation with the 
rank and file of the party.

PCC Chief lauded the efforts of former 
MLA and Senior Congress leader Shri 
Girdhari Lal Chalotra for organizing a 
large rally and also appreciated the efforts 
of former minister and Vice – President 
PCC Shri Prem Sagar Aziz and other 
Congress leaders for their support and 
said that the Congress party will do justice 
with the different sections of society.

With regard to Tehsil status to Ghagwal, 
Railway stop and issue of different 
sections would be taken up with the 
concerned authorities. The issue of 
border people and refugees of different 
categories, he announced the constitution 
of three member committee of the party 
consisting of Shri Madan Lal Sharma 
– MP, Ravinder Sharma – MLC and S. 
Manjit Singh, to examine issue of different 
categories of refugees and submit their 
report to him (PCC Chief) for taking up 
the matter with the state government for 
follow – up action.

Rousing reception to Prof. Soz

srinagar: Prof. Saifuddin Soz, Member of 
Parliament (former Union Minister) and 
President, Jammu & Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee received a rousing 
reception at the airport on his arrival from 
Delhi on 14th April, 2013.

news
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Prof. Soz was then taken in an impressive 
procession to the Party Headquarters 
where thousands of Party cadres welcomed 
him with great enthusiasm. This was Prof. 
Soz’s first visit to Kashmir after having 
been re – nominated as President, J&K 
PCC for another term.

The Party leaders spoke with enthusiasm 
and praised Prof. Soz for his dedicated 
services to the Congress Party and his 
qualities of leadership. The senior Party 
leaders echoed the feelings of Party cadres 
and said that Prof. Soz had rejuvenated the 
Congress Party in the Kashmir Valley also, 
in the best possible manner and made it 
a factor to be reckoned with in Kashmir 
politics.

The Party cadres assured Prof. Soz 
that they would work hard under his 
leadership and Congress Party would 
be able to prove its mettle in the days to 
come.

At the very outset Prof. Soz told the 
cadres that he was grateful to Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi, Hon’ble Congress President; 
Dr. Manmohan Singh, Hon’ble Prime 
Minister: and Shri Rahul Gandhi, Vice – 
President, AICC for reposing trust in him.

In the midst of a thunderous applause of 
the cadres, Prof. Soz said that he would 
redouble his efforts to reach the Party 
cadres at all levels and try to solve the 
problems identified by them. Prof. Soz 
expressed great satisfaction that the 
Party’s organizational units were working 
dedicatedly at all levels and the Congress 
Party was in good shape to face the 
challenges in future.

Prof. Soz reiterated his stand that the 
Congress Party was poised to emerge 
as the largest political force in the State 
and he was satisfied that the Party 
functionaries at all levels would work 
in total unison to ensure that the Party 
achieved its set goals. He (Prof. Soz) said 
further that cadres should realize, in full 
measure, the crucial role of Congress 
Party in respect of maintaining integrity of 
the state, balanced economic development 
as an effective instrument of service to 

the people.

He urged the Party cadres to get closer 
to the people and help them to the best 
of their ability to solve their problems. 
He also urged them to be ready for 
participating in the elections to the Local 
Bodies and the remaining two segments 
of Panchayats.

District Congress Committee’s 
Convention

leh: District Congress Committee, Leh 
organized a day-long Convention of the 
Congress workers, Councillors of LAHDC 
Leh, Srapanches, Panches and Nambarders 
of Leh district on 2nd May, 2013 at Hotel 
Indus Choglamsar Leh. Hon’ble Minister 
for Urban Development & Urban Local 
Bodies Govt. of J&K Shri Nawang Rigzin 
Jora, former Union Minister Shri P. 
Namgyal and Chief Executive Councillor, 
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development 
Council Leh Shri Rigzin Spalbar attended 
the whole day convention as Chief Guest 
and Guests of Honours respectively. The 
proceeding of the convention was presided 
over by District Congress Committee 
President, Shri Tsering Samphel.

As many as 14 speakers addressed the 
jam packed gathering of around 1100 
participants. Speakers included Hon’ble 
Executive Councillors LAHDC Leh 
Dr. Sonam Wangchuk, Sonam Dorjay, 
Gyurmet Dorjey and Abass Abidi, Hon’ble 
MLC Shri Norbu Gialchan, President 
District Mahila Congress Smt. Rinchen 
Dolkar, Councillors Rinchen Tundup 
and Tsewang Rigzin, Chairman District 
Panchayat Coordination Committee Leh 
Hon. Capt. Tsepel besides the Chief Guest 
and Guest of Honours.

The Convention concluded with the 

unanimous adoption of the following 
resolutions on:

· Condemning the Chinese incursion in 
Ladakh Depsang area.

· Introduction of 73rd constitutional 
amendment in the J&K State.

· Proposal of the Ladakh Ex-Servicemen 
League Leh for raising a War Memorial 
at Skyatsasks.

· Proposal of the DCC Leh to launch 
and educative, rational and forceful 
campaign, from 9th May, 2013.

· To extend full support to Ladakh 
Buddhist Association and Ladakh 
Gonpa Association.

KARNATAKA
Assembly Election

Vijayanagara/Bangalore:  Former 
Chief Minister SM Krishna started his 
campaign on 21st April, 2013 morning 
for the upcoming Assembly elections, by 
offering prayers at Lakshmi Naraswamy 
Temple in Vijaya Nagar constituency. 
Thus, putting an end to all the speculation 
that he would stay away from the party’s 
campaign. He began his campaign by 
seeking votes for the party’s official 
candidate M. Krishnappa aka Layout 
Krishnappa across the constituency and 
asked the voters to vote for the party. 
Speaking to reporters, he said Congress 
party will get a clear mandate in the 
elections and will emerge victorious. 
When asked, why he was starting from 
Vijaya Nagar constituency, Krishna said, 
it’s a Vijay Yatra and thus Vijaya Nagar 
is the best place to begin campaign. He 
further told reporters that, we will get 
the mandate what we had achieved in 

news
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1999 and requested people should vote 
for Congress party for our pro – people 
policies, for putting Bangalore city on a 
global map by making it a software hub 
and the iconic Mid – Day meal scheme, 
which was later emulated across the 
country.

MADHYA PRADESH
Assault on woman

Bhopal: Pradesh Congress president, Shri 
Kantilal Bhooria, MP strongly criticized 
and opposed utter shameful incident of 
beating up a widow of village Kudkheda 
in Piperia Tehsil in Hoshangabad District 
on 19th April, 2013.

The 45 years old Adivasi widow women 
was beaten up by the goons of the village 
and also indulged in the shameful act 
of making her drink urine before the 
Panchayat. All this was done on the 
pretext that the woman was indulging 
in witch - craft. Shri Bhooria said that 
women were now not safe in village too 
and demanded that the goons who did this 
should immediately be arrested otherwise 
the fear of the police will not be in the 
minds of the people and would encourage 
more crime in the state.

Dismiss Madhya Pradesh 
Government

Bhopal: The Congressmen handed over 
a memorandum to the state Governor for 
the dismissal of the BJP – led government 
here on 27th March, 2013.

The delegation, led by Shri Babu Soloman, 
political advisor to the state Congress 
president, said that the crimes were rising 
in the state. Crimes like murder, rapes, 
looting and corruption were rampant and 

the women particularly young girls were 
not safe in the state.

The delegation included Shri Jitender 
Kasana,  Shri  Gopal  Peria,  Mahila 
Congress Pradesh secretary, Smt. Rajini 
Ravta, Shri Sunil Manoria, Shri Pritam 
Prasad Pathak, Damoh District Mahila 
Congress president, Smt. Sushila Sirothia 
with others.

Campaign against  
Madhya Pradesh CM

Indore: Looking at the rising crimes and 
corruption by the state administration, 
the City Congress Committee, led by 
its president, Shri Pramod Tandon has 
launched a campaign against Chief 
Minister, Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan.

The campaign was started in the wake 
of rising crime against the poor, women 
and the mal – administration of the state 
administration to awaken the people 
about the Shivraj government and to vote 
against it during the coming elections.

The Congress has started a campaign 
asking the Chief Minister to quit in the 
state.

The campaign was started in the presence 
of Shri Pramod Tandon, Shri Bhanwar 
Sharma, Shri Rajesh Chokse, Shri Anil 
Yadav, Shri Mehmood Qureshi, Shri 
Vijay Kumar Mehra, Amit Chaurasia 
with others.

Tributes to Dr. Ambedkar

jabalpur: The City Congress Committee 
Scheduled Caste Department paid tributes 
to Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar on his birth 
anniversary here on 14th April, 2013.

The Congressmen garlanded the statue of 
Dr. Ambedkar at the Ambedkar crossing. 

Those present were City Congress 
president, Shri Dinesh Yadav, Shri Ramesh 
Chaudhary, Shri Rameshwar Nikhra, Shri 
Lakhan Ghanghoria, Shri Ramji Prajapati, 
Ms. Kaushalia Gontia, Shri Om Prakash 
Chaudhary, Shri Jeevan Jatav with others.

Effigies burnt

jabalpur: City Congress workers, led by 
its Scheduled Caste Cell president, Shri 
Tarun Rohitas burnt the effigy of BJP 
leaders Narender Singh Tomar and Ajay 
Vishnoy here at the Malviya Chowk on 
21st April, 2013.

The protest was against these leaders for 
making indecent remarks against women. 
City Congress president, Shri Dinesh 
Yadav said that this insult will not be 
tolerated as this showed the mindset of 
the BJP leaders in the state.

Adivasi convention held

jabalpur: On the conclusion of the Shabri 
Jyanti Week on 3rd March, 2013, the All 

news
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India Adivasi Shabri Mahasangh, led 
by former minister and former AICC 
secretary and Adivasi woman leader, 
Ms. Kaushalya Gontia organized an 
Adivasi convention and mass marriage 
programme.

Madhya Pradesh Congress president, 
Shri Kantilal Bhooria was present as the 
chief guest. The function was presided 
over by organization incharge and former 
minister, Shri Bala Bachchan.

Around 47 Adivasi couples were married 
off which was attended by former MP and 
senior leader, Shri Rameshwar Nikhra, 
former minister, Smt. Manju Rai, Shri 
Radheyshayam Chaubey, Shri Dinesh 
Yadav (city president) with others.

Shri Bhooria while blessing the couples 
said that the position of Adivasi was not 
good in the state as the state government 
was indulging in corrupt practices and 
diverting the Central funds meant for 
poor and Adivasis for their own interest. 
He asked the people to uproot this corrupt 
government in the coming elections.

ODISHA
Remove Naveen Patnaik 

government for prosperity

Keonjhar: The Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee (OPCC) President, Shri 
Niranjan Patnaik on 16th April, 2013 
launched a scathing attack on BJD 
government, and said that the 13 years 
misrule of Naveen Patnaik government 
has led to states ‘mahavinash’. At a public 
rally in tribal dominated Jhumpura 
in Keonjhar district, Shri Patnaik said 
that people are fed up of misdeeds and 
misadventures of the BJD government 
and it is time to throw this corrupt 

the scourge of corruption, inefficiency, 
unemployment, illiteracy and poverty 
from the state.

The local Congress leaders complained of 
how funds meant for welfare of women 
and children were also being blatantly 
misappropriated. “In the infamous Dal 
scam we have seen how money was 
looted by BJD leaders and its corrupt 
bureaucrats. It is disgraceful,” said a local 
leader.

RAJASTHAN
Flagship programmes give strength 

to Congress: Gehlot

jaipur: Addressing the Congress workers 
on 2nd March, 2013, Chief Minister 
Shri Ashok Gehlot said that the party 
has its basic strength from its Flagship 
programmes which fulfils the saying 
‘Congress ka haath aam aadmi ke saath.’

Shri  Gehlot asked the workers to 
propagate the policies of the Congress 
among the people and tell them about 
the benefits it has brought in the lives of 
the poor people.

Shri Gehlot also asked the party workers 
to monitor these programmes and talk 
of their benefits. Shri Gehlot said that 
there were 17 programmes of the Centre 
and 14 by the state government. All these 
programmes were people – friendly and 
benefit the common man.

PCC president, Dr. Chandrabhan also 
asked the workers to talk widely about 
these policies of the Congress and their 
benefits.

Congress gears up for the  
Assembly election

jaipur: The ruling Congress in Rajasthan 
sounded the bugle for the upcoming 
State Assembly elections here on 31st 
March, 2013 by launching a “Sandesh 
Yatra” and challenged the Opposition 
BJP to prove its allegation of corruption 
against Chief Minister Shri Ashok 
Gehlot. The yatra will cover all the 
200 Assembly constituencies before its 
conclusion on June 30.

government out in the Bay of Bengal.

Citing endless failures of Naveen Patnaik 
government, Shri Patnaik said, “My heart 
sinks to see the plight of the poor, women, 
farmers and youth.” He said that in the past 
13 years 2700 farmers have committed 
suicide whereas 22 districts out of 30 have 
been infested with naxalism. “Over 30 
lakh youth are unemployed and we have 
seen disturbing rise in crime against dalits 
and adivasis,” he added.

The Congress president, who is on a visit 
to the district, asked people to bring back 
Congress party in power to restore the 
pride of Odisha and dignity of its people.

Shri Patnaik said the Congress led UPA 
government in the Centre has granted 
generous funds to the state government. 
“In last nine years the central government 
has given Rs. 80000 crore to Odisha 
and facilitated setting up of prestigious 
institutions including IIT and All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and 
a central university,” he added. The state 
Congress president said that despite this 
the Odisha government has been raising 
a bogey of central neglect.

The state Congress president was 
accompanied by a large number of 
grassroots leaders, who vowed to uproot 
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Bodu Ram, an elderly Pradesh Congress 
Committee worker,  f lagged off  the 
yatra at the PCC headquarters here 
in the presence of Shri Gehlot, PCC 
president Shri Chandrabhan and AICC 
secretary Shri Arun Yadav. A message 
from Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi calling upon the party workers to 
publicize the policies, values, traditions 
and programmes of the party was read 
out on the occasion.

During the next three months, the yatra 
will draw people’s attention to the State 
Government’s achievements as well as 
benefits extended by a series of flagship 
schemes introduced during the Congress 
regime. Top party leaders are likely to 
address public meetings to be held in 
various districts during the yatra.

Addressing the gathering, Shri Gehlot 
lashed out at the BJP and accused it of 
pursuing a communal agenda to create 
divisions in the society. He challenged the 
BJP to prove its “baseless allegations” of 
corruption leveled against him. “I faced 
similar allegations 32 years ago as an MP, 
but they turned out to be false,” he said.

Shri Gehlot said the Congress had taken a 
number of pro – people decisions during 
its rule and given a new direction to 
the State’s development. “Our financial 
management has drawn all – round 
applause in the countr y.  Planning 
Commission Deputy Chairman, has also 
praised our surplus budget presented this 
year,” he pointed out.

Worker’s convention held

m a h o v a :  T h e  C o n g r e s s  w o r k e r ’s 
convention was held at the Universal 
College here on 9th March, 2013.

Addressing the worker’s convention, 
Rajasthan Pradesh Congress president, 
Dr. Chandrabhan said that the party 
workers should make the people aware 
about the pro – people policies of the 
Congress – led UPA Government.

Dr. Chandrabhan said that there were 

many schemes for the benefit of the 
farmers and the poor people. Chief 
Sanchetek, Shri Harisingh Mahova said 
that during the Congress rule in the 
state the farmers got proper price for 
their produce. Chief Minister Shri Ashok 
Gehlot has sincerely implemented the 
UPA schemes in the state. Dausa booth 
president, Shri Kamal Meena said that 
the Congress party takes along all the 36 
caste of the state in its stride in its path 
of progress and development.

UTTAR PRADESH
Minority Department meeting

lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
C om m itte e  Mi nor i t y  D e p ar t me nt 
organized an emergent meeting with the 
office – bearers, Block and District/City 
Congress chairmen and presided over 
by UPA Congress Minority Department 
Chairman, Shri Maroof Khan here on 5th 
May, 2013. UP State Congress Committee 
president, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, MP was the 
chief guest and national chairman of the 
All India Congress Committee Minority 
Department, Shri Imran Kidwai and AICC 
Secretary, Shri Abdul Mannan were also 
present. The meeting was called in the 
wake of the coming Lok Sabha elections 
and the role of minority society and 
our responsibility. This meeting was 
necessary as the ruling Samajwadi Party 
has completed one year in office and is 
continuously ignoring the expectations 
and promises made to the minority society 
during the last Vidhan Sabha elections and 
the misuse of funds given by the Centre to 
implement central schemes for the welfare 
of the minorities.

The meeting concluded by unanimously 
passing a resolution which demanded the 
state government to resolve the minority 
– related issues.

Addressing the meeting, Pradesh Congress 
president, Dr. Khatri said that in this 

important meeting we shall start our fight 
for the coming Lok Sabha elections, for 
which we have to understand each other 
which is very important as this prepares us 
to face any kind of fight. We have to make 
such a personality so that the people find 
our participation useful.

National chairman of the Minority 
Department, Shri Imran Kidwai said that 
the Muslims of the country had always 
elected their leader from the majority 
community. He said that on one hand the 
Samajwadi government in UP poses to 
be the well – wishers of the Muslims and 
on the other hand are playing politics by 
cheating the innocent Muslims for their 
release from jail. AICC Secretary, Shir 
Abdul Mannan said weather Samajwadi 
Party or the BSP stay in power in UP, they 
have cheated them one after another by 
luring them as their vote bank. Former 
UPCC president,  Shri Arun Kumar 
Singh Munna said that the problems and 
difficulties of the office – bearers should 
be brought before the UPCC leadership 
and should give full participation with 
the organization. The chairman of the 
UPCC Minority Department, Shri Maroof 
Khan said that during the past 22 years of 
non – Congress governments in the state 
have destroyed jobs related to the Muslim 
community and the immediate need of 
the Congress is to empower the Muslims. 
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nation pays tribute to our 
freedom fighters and 
distinguished leaders

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

dr. Zakir hussain
death Anniversary :  
3rd may
(1897-1969)

motilal nehru
Birth Anniversary :  
6th may
(1861-1931)

Gopal Krishan 
Gokhale
Birth Anniversary :  
9th may
(1866-1915)

fakruddin Ali 
Ahmed
Birth Anniversary : 
13th may
(1905-1977)

sukhdev 
Birth Anniversary : 
15th may
(1907-1931)

Former MLC, Shri Shiraj Mahindi gave 
the vote of thanks.

Lucknow 8th May: Celebrations was 
held at the UPCC headquarters on the 
magnificent victory of the Congress 
Party in Karnataka.  The Congress 
workers showed their joy by dancing 
at drum beats and distributing sweets. 
For  th is  the y  congratu lated  UPA 
Chairperson and AICC President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi, AICC Vice – President, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi and Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh. Thousands of 
Congress workers were present on the 
occasion.

Jan Jagaran Yatra

Baghpat: The Congress Jan Jagaran 
Yatra was given a rousing welcome on 
its arrival here. Congress PCC member, 
Smt. Lata Chaudhary, addressing the 
villagers, spoke in Pali village about 
the pro – people welfare policies of the 
Congress Party.

Smt. Lata Chaudhary said that Congress 
Chief Smt. Sonia Gandhi cares for the 
poor and the downtrodden and has taken 
vital steps for their welfare. Smt. Lata 
said that only the Congress and Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi can bring about progress 
and development in the country.

 Tributes to Dr. Ambedkar

Unnao: Floral tributes were paid to Baba 
Sahib Bhimrao Ambedkar on his birth 
anniversary here on 14th April, 2013.

Congressmen under the leadership of 
Smt. Annu Tandon, MP went to the 
Ambedkar Park and garlanded the statue 
of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar.

Smt. Tandon recalled the services of Dr. 
Ambedkar and said that because of his 
feeling for the poor and his rich ideals, 
Dr. Ambedkar was known all over the 
world. He also contributed in charting 
out the Constitution of India, she said.

new delhi: The UPA Chairperson and Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
alongwith Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, the Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira 
Kumar, the Union Home Minister, Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde, the Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs & Planning, Shri Rajiv Shukla, Editor Congress Sandesh, Dr. 
Girija Vyas and other dignitaries paid tributes to Pandit Motilal Nehru, on his Birth 
Anniversary, at Parliament House, in New Delhi on May 06, 2013.

TRIBUTES
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During the month of May, the 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Dept held 
two meetings of Ex-Servicemen 

in Bangalore and Ajmer.  The meeting in 
Bangalore was organised by the Karnataka 
PCC Ex-Servicemen Department on May 1, 
2013 at Congress Bhavan. 

In his inaugural address Capt. Praveen Davar, 
Secretary AICC Ex-Servicemen Department 
gave details of number of steps taken by UPA 
1 and UPA 2 for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen, 
particularly substantial hike in the pensions 
of Ex-Servicemen.  He also explained at great 
length the number of steps taken by the UPA 
Govt., at the initiative of Defence Minister 
A K Antony, to bridge the gap between pre 
2006 and post 2006 pensioners.  Capt. Davar 
also explained how the quality of life of Ex-
Servicemen has gone up during the nine 
year old UPA regime.  This became possible 
not only due to the hike in pensions, but 
also due to the quality of medical facilities 
being provided by the ECHS (Ex-Servicemen 
Contributory Health Scheme).  He expressed 
the confidence that the Congress will return 
to power in Karnataka with a comfortable 
majority and people will teach the BJP a 
befitting lesson for unprecedented corruption 
and total lack of governance.

Col. K C George, Chairman, Karnataka 
PCC Ex-Servicemen Department and Sh. 
K. Dhanabalan, Co-Chairman, KPCC Ex-
Servicemen Department while thanking 
the UPA govt for all it had done for the Ex-
Servicemen, wanted greater representation 
for the Ex-Servicemen in the Legislative 
Council and Govt. boards and corporations.  
They also sought greater involvement of 
Ex-Servicemen in the mainstream of the 
Party.  The Chairman of the AICC Ex-
Servicemen Department, Maj. Ved Prakash 
in his concluding address, highlighted the 
achievements of Dr. Manmohan Singh led 
UPA Govt and stated that people of Karnataka 
will vote for the Congress as it is the only Party 
which can ensure development and a bright 
future for the people of Karnataka. He said 
that BJP is a party which is anti-development 
and anti-progress.  The Chairman, AICC 

Ex-sERvICEmEn ExpREss 
fAITh In COngREss

E x - S e r v i c e m e n 
D e p t .  s a i d  t h a t 
the UPA govt .  is 
gradually nearing 
the goal of One Rank 
One Pension.   The 
function received 
wide coverage in the 
electronic media.

The meeting of Ex-
Servicemen in Ajmer 
was held on 5 May, 
2013.  The meeting 
was organised by 
Rajasthan PCC Ex-
Servicemen Dept. 
h e a d e d  b y  B r i g 
(Retd.)  Bhag wan 
Singh, Chairman, 
Rajasthan PCC Ex-
Servicemen Department.  In his welcome 
address Brig. Bhagwan Singh said that 
Congress is the only Party which can ensure 
the unity and integrity of the country as it 
believes in the basic national values of peace 
and inter communal harmony.  He drew 
the attention of the various vacant posts 
in the District Sainik Boards and appeal 
of representation of Ex-Servicemen in 
Parliament and State Assemblies.  The Ajmer 
DCC President, Sh. Mahender Singhlauded 
the immense sacrifice of soldiers and freedom 
fighters and spoke highly of the achievements 
of Ashok Gehlot Govt. as also of Union 
Minister for Corporate Affairs, Sachin Pilot 
who represents Ajmer in the Lok Sabha.  

Addressing the meet ing which was 
participated by nearly 300 Ex-Servicemen, 
widows and war widows, Capt. Praveen 
Davar who was the Chief Guest comended the 
multifaceted achievements of the Rajasthan 
Govt. under the leadership of Sh. Ashok 
Gehlot, Chief Minister of Rajasthan.  He 
especially commended his scheme of free 
medicines for poor and weaker sections 
of society.  Capt. Praveen Davar, who was 
in Karnataka two days earlier stated that 
Congress will win in Karnataka with a very 
comfortable majority and he had no doubt 

that the Congress will return to power in 
Rajasthan in November.  The Secretary 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Department explained 
how UPA govt have brought Ex-Servicemen 
nearer to their goal of one rank one pension 
as gap between pre 2006 and post 2006 
pensioners has been substantially reduced.  
Capt. Davar also condemned the BJP in 
projecting Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra 
Modi as their Prime Ministerial candidate 
and emphatically stated that a person who 
masterminded the genocide of his own 
people has no moral authority to be the 
country’s chief executive.  In any case Capt. 
Davar stated that there is no question of BJP 
coming to power in 2014, or even in 2019.  
Sh. Kalu Ram, Chairman Ajmer DCC Ex-
Service Department paid rich tributes to Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru for the integration of tribal 
community of Rajasthan and said that Ex-
Servicemen of Ajmer will serve the Congress 
selflessly till last drop of their blood.

The meeting was extremely well organised by 
Sh. Rustam Khan Cheetah, General Secretary, 
Ajmer DCC Ex-Servicemen Department who 
is also the Director of  District Agriculture 
and Foodgrain Marketing Board.  Amongst 
others who spoke were Col Sujjan Singh, 
Capt. Yakoob, Sh. Banwar Bahadur Cheeta. v

A rePort
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mAhILA COngREss 

A rePort

A meeting of the National Council of 
Mahila Congress was held on 5th 
April 2013 at AICC Headquarters 

in which AIMC office bearers and all State 
Mahila Congress Presidents were present. 
While inaugurating the meet, the Chief Guest 
Smt. Mohsina Kidwai, Permanent Invitee 
CWC and Incharge Mahila Congress exhorted 
Mahila Congress to propagate the Welfare 
Schemes initiated by the UPA Government 
by going door-to-door across the country. 
Chaudhary Birender Singh, General Secretary, 
AICC praised the efforts of Mahila Congress 
during the Assembly elections of Uttrakhand 
and Himachal Pradesh. Shri Vilas Muttemwar, 
General Secretary, AICC gave important 
information about the flagship programmes 
of the Central Government.   

On 8th April 2013 the All India Mahila 
Congress President Smt. Anita Verma visited 
Goa to make an assessment of Mahila Congress 
cadre in the State so that a new State President 
of Mahila Congress can be appointed as soon 
as possible. This was followed by her trip to 
Lakshadweep on 11th April 2013 to address 
a meeting of Mahila Congress workers. A 
district-level meeting of Cochin, District, 
Kerala was organized by the District Mahila 
Congress President at Ernakulam which was 
addressed by Smt. Anita Verma as Chief 
Guest. About 200 women workers were 
present in the meeting. On 24th and 25th April 
2013, a Regional Convention of eight North-
East States was held at Guwahati which was 
presided by Smt. Anita Verma. Smt. Mohsina 
Kidwai was the Chief Guest of the programme. 
The programme was a great success in which 
a huge gathering of Mahila Congress workers 

was present .  Smt. 
Poonam Rani Bhatia, 
Secretary, AIMC was 
also present. On 26th 
and 27th April 2013, 
election campaign 
meetings were held 
in Bangalore which 
was addressed by the 
AIMC President.

A 2-day Regional 
Training Camp of 
Mahila Congress of 
Vidharbha Region 
was held in Melghat, 
Chikhaldara Taluka 
of Amrawati District 
on 13th & 14th April 
2013 in which City/District Presidents and 
their committees and Taluka Presidents 
of 11 districts included in the regions viz. 
Amrawati, Akola, Washim, Buldhana and 
Yavatmal of Amrawati Division and Nagpur, 
Gondia, Bhandara, Wardha, Chandrapur 
and Gadchiroli of Nagpur Division were 
present. This was the second one in a series of 
Regional Training Camps, the first being held 
in Panchgani for Western Maharashtra region. 
More than 400 delegates – all Mahila Congress 
functionaries – were registered for the Camp. 
Cleanliness Drive and Yoga Training were part 
of the activities of the camp. The programme 
was inaugurated by Dr. Shobhna Shah, Vice-
President, AIMC & Incharge Mumbai & 
Maharashtra and presided by Smt. Kamal 
Vyavhare, President, Maharashtra PMC. All 
local MLAs were also present on the dias. 

Smt. A.S. Maheshwari, Vice-President, 
AIMC & Incharge Karnataka monitored 
the election campaign of Mahila Congress 
during Karnataka Assembly Elections for 
which she stayed for about 15 days in the 
State. Smt. Anita Babbar, General Secretary, 
AIMC & Incharge Punjab addressed block-
wise meetings in Firozpur, Muktsar & Fazilka 
Districts  from 28th April to 1st May 2013. Smt. 
Onika Mehrotra, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge 
Haryana held organizational meetings in 
Sonipat on 13th & 14th April 2013. Smt. Pushpa 
Chauhan, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge 
Jharkhand went to Jamshedpur, Jharkhand 
to address organizational meetings. Smt. 
Parineeta Azad, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge 
Rajasthan toured Karauli & Sawai Madhopur 
Districts and addressed block-wise meetings 
there from 22nd April to 25th April 2013.  

(Anita Verma)
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Press BrIefInGs

fAr-sIGhtedness
Spokesperson -Shri Rashid Alvi : During 
the Jaipur Conclave, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
had shared his views with the country 
on the politics and development of the 
nation and yesterday once again he has 
gone a step further from Jaipur at the CII 
gathering. Shri Alvi said that Rahulji gave 
a message to the entire nation that the 
country’s development cannot happen 
if power is given to one individual and 
it can only happen if power is given to 
everyone.Shri Alvi said that Rahulji 
has specified that SC/ST, minorities, 
women and the entire society has to 
work together for the development of the 
nation. He added that Rahulji said that 
only if there is a partnership between 
corporate houses and government and 
then only we can take the nation forward 
and government alone can’t do it. Power 
has to be decentralised from top to 
bottom and then only can the nation 
be strengthened. He added that Rahulji 
quoted President Kennedy that a rising 
tide rises all boats, but what happens to 
those who don’t have boats. We have to 
make an effort that people who don’t have 
any access to any kind of infrastructure 
or access to basic necessities of life and 
we should provide them that. Rahulji has 
shared this great concept with the nation 
that only if we walk together, we would 
strengthen this nation.
Shri Alvi added that along with this, 
Rahulji also said another important thing 
that everyone says that we need to make 
our country like US, UK, Japan, but that 
is not the case and it should be the other 
way around and these nations should say 
that we want to be like India. He added 
that we should take our country to such 
stature that people from other countries 
should say that India is our ideal. I can 
say it with confidence that Rahulji speech 
yesterday had a thought that should be 

implemented in the country. His speech 
had far-sightedness and it also showed 
his honesty and commitment. I can only 
say that this speech has given direction 
to the nation and Rahul Gandhiji is part 
of the Congress party and since he is 
not in the government, I am sure that 
government will also take note of it. 
Friday, 5th April, 2013

PrAyers for the 
yoUnG ChIldren

Spokesperson - Smt. Renuka Chowdhury 
: Taking cognizance of the young life 
who is battling, Smt Chowdhury said 
that she was happy to hear that her 
medical condition is little stable. But we 
all know that this battle will continue 
in more ways than one. Right now 
Rajya Sabha is discussing this issue and 
associated other issues. And while it is 
very good that the Parliament has taken 
cognizance and we are debating this, the 
fact of the matter is that it is a collective 
responsibility that all of us need to take. 
It is really not enough to say X, Y o Z 
has to do something. All of us need to 
do more than what we speak. And, it is a 
terrible aberration and a terrible shadow 
to be cast on India’s democracy. We are 
not asking for concessions as women, 
as mothers, daughters or sisters. But 
as rights of a citizen as empowered by 
the constitution of India mention that 
women should be allowed to live with 
the right and dignity and that they are the 
half of the population. So it is in pursuit 
of this, that we remain committed. Our 
prayers are for the young children. 
There are many rapes which have been 
happening across the country. This is not 
just politically divided issue and I think 
that we should desist from that. We have 
to rise above. And for all the children 
who have become victims and their 
right to childhood is removed, we need 
to address this ourselves as a society, as a 

 AICC DIARY
conscience and as citizens of this country 
of ours. Monday, 22nd April, 2013

Pro-PeoPle 
leGIslAtIons

Spokesperson – P.C. Chacko : The second 
half of the budget session has started 
on a stormy note and the issues that are 
agitating the people are finding a place in 
the Parliament. Even the noisy protests 
are acceptable but stalling the house as 
matter of strategy by any party is harmful 
to the democratic functioning of our 
Parliament. In the midst of this protest 
and demonstrations, Congress party 
wishes that the Parliament discharges 
it duties to the people. Along with 
financial business, there are some long 
awaited legislations pending before the 
Parliament. The National Food Security 
Bill which is a commitment of 1.4 lakh 
crores to the government is awaiting the 
approval of the House. 75 per cent of 
the rural populace of India and 50 per 
cent of the urban populace will benefit 
and 46% of the rural and 28% of the 
urban people are getting food grains 
at a nominal price. So, considering the 
social impact of this legislation, we wish 
that with all the differences, the parties 
agree to pass this legislation. In fact, the 
meal entitlements that are provided in 
this Bill to specific groups like pregnant 
mothers, lactating mothers, deprived 
sections of the society. In any manner we 
analyse, this is a landmark Bill which is 
going to come. A very big attack on the 
poverty and we request all the parties 
to support this legislation. The Land 
Acquisition Act, an archaic law which is 
existing in India was passed in 1894 and 
we are meeting with practical difficulties 
of land acquisition act. According 
to the new Bill, which includes an 
impact assessment survey, rehab and 
resettlement is made compulsory and 
the compensation and the time limit 
for it is specified in the Act itself. Four 
times the land value in the rural areas 
and twice in urban areas. It is a very 
attractive compensation for those who 
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Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC

loose their lands is what is provided. So, 
these two legislations, I am mentioning 
specifically because they are long 
pending and long awaited by the people. 
The Congress Party appeals to parties in 
Parliament to extend their support in 
passing these pro-people legislations. I 
am sure that the financial business, as 
far as no party is in a position to move 
a no confidence motion, it is incumbent 
on all parties that they let the financial 
business to pass. This is our appeal to 
all parties that they support these land 
mark legislations that are awaiting the 
nod of the Parliament. Tueday, 23rd 
April,2013

deBAte In PArlIAment
Spokesperson-Smt. Renuka Chowdhury 
: said that the all of us have been witness 
to this very unfortunate situation where 
the government is not being allowed to 
run the Parliament. It’s not just about 
politics or denying us the right, but it 
is the denial to the rights of the citizens 
of information. They have every right to 
be informed to be able to see and since 
we have live broadcast to enable citizens 
to watch Parliamentary procedures. 
This is one of the most transparent 
instruments of democracy. While we 
appreciate that in a democracy there 
will be political advantages, posturing, 
but collectively this kind of behaviour 
as well as repetition of such behaviour at 
every Parliament session is detrimental 
to democratic process. While it is all 
very well to accuse the government and 
to take political stances, you remain 
accountable to the nation whether you 
are in the ruling or in opposition. A 
responsible opposition would allow 
and encourage debate and lay thread 
bare with the nation as witness. We 

are little bewildered and disappointed 
with this kind of persistent action of the 
opposition which makes one wonder 
as to why are they shying away from 
a debate in the Parliament. If they are 
raising questions and pointing fingers 
at us, it is well within their right and 
jurisdiction. Having said that we are 
willing to discuss it in the Parliament 
and we should be the one shying 
away if there is a reason to, but that is 
not happening. Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Shri Kamal Nath had come 
to the House and categorically said 
that he was willing to debate every 
subject and answer any question in 
the Parliament. The ruling party and 
the government have reiterated this 
statement so one then begins to question 
the motive, reason and what is the fear 
and insecurity that they do not wish 
to have a transparent debate in the 
Parliament under the democratic norms 
and principles of this great country 
of ours. Why are they shying away? 
We should be the one who should be 
running away, but we are not. We are 
perfectly willing to come and as you 
are aware Parliamentary democracy 
enables every member to stand up and 
ask questions, seek answers, debate and 
demand. So, it baffles us as to why they 
want to run away? What is it that they 
have to hide? Thursday, 25h April, 2013

let the PArlIAment 
fUnCtIon

Spokesperson- Sandeep Dikshit : I 
would request BJP to come to the 

House and not disrupt Parliamentary 
proceedings. We can see it clearly that 
the situation that BJP is in Karnataka 
and I think that they want to continue 
disruptions and send a political message 
in Karnataka. Looking at their situation 
in Karnataka, the BJP is using this 
to divert the attention which has 
nothing to do with the working of 
the house. Also, the two important 
Bills—Food Security Bill and Land 
Acquisition Bill— that the government 
has brought, the BJP is trying to stop 
them. These Bills are pro-people and 
very important part of our manifesto 
and when BJP realized that these would 
soon become a reality, they are trying to 
use unnecessary excuses to not let the 
Parliament function. They also aim to 
create confusion in Karnataka. We are 
now able to understand this. I would 
again request BJP that they should come 
to the Parliament and pass such public 
welfare Bills. Even the Prime Minister 
and Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
has said that we are ready to discuss 
any issue and this has been our stand 
from the very beginning. We should 
discuss these issues and by discussion 
the reality would emerge. If they think 
that government has done something 
wrong then they should mention 
that and then we will also give our 
clarification. However, this stand- off 
only suggests politics and we can’t see 
any public welfare and we also don’t see 
any initiatives from them to take any 
issue to its logical conclusion.  Monday, 
29th April, 2013

Press BrIefInGs


