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A Growth Oriented Budget in Trying times

The Budget Session is an important event in governance as it sets the road map of the fiscal 
arrangement for growth in the ensuing years. It is a challenging time for the world economy 
and the global economic growth has slowed down from 3.9 percent in 2011 to 3.2 in 2012. 

Despite this, the UPA Government has presented a well-balanced and progressive budget which caters 
to the welfare schemes for the benefit of the aam aadmi. This has been achieved while keeping the 
budget deficit to the minimum and the growth rate is targeted once again to 8 percent. The mool 
mantra for growth spelled out by the Finance Minister is “higher growth leading to inclusive and 
sustainable development”. In the words of the Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi the Finance 
Minister has presented a ‘progressive and pragmatic’ budget. Special emphasis has been laid on the 
welfare of women and children as well as the poor and the backward. Additional allotment has been 
made for the Women & Child Development ministry to provide for the concerns of women belonging 
to the most vulnerable groups including single women and widows. 

Railway Budget was presented by a Congress Minister after a very long gap. The financial state of the 
Railways is not very healthy and funds are required for improvement, maintenance and growth of the 
Railway system. The Rail fares for the common man have not been increased in the budget as there 
was a correction a little while earlier. Fiscal prudence has been exercised despite the ever increasing 
cost of vital inputs especially the price of diesel. By and large the common man heaved a sigh of 
relief as the burden was not passed on to the aam aadmi, while not compromising on essential needs.

The UPA Government is committed that the sacrifice of the brave Para- medical student who was 
brutalized in Delhi should not go in vain. The Government has been on an overdrive to ensure safety 
of women and to give exemplary punishment to those who enrage the modesty of a woman. An 
ordinance was promulgated which is now being converted into a law. The issues that evolved required 
the studied participation and consensus from all participants and political parties. There have been 
differences in perception across the political spectrum but ultimately a consensus has been evolved 
keeping the vision of all stake holders and the bill has been cleared by both the houses of Parliament. 

While presenting the budget in the Lok Sabha the Finance Minister proposed to set up a Nirbhaya 
fund. Citing the multifarious role of a woman as a child, a student, sportswoman, home maker, working 
woman, and as a mother the Government has earmarked a sum of Rupees One thousand Crores and 
asked the Ministry of Woman and Child Development and other concerned departments to come up 
with  ways to gainfully deploy this. India is set to be amongst the first countries to establish a Bank 
for the women run by the women. The public sector bank would support women self help groups 
and address gender related issues of empowerment and financial inclusion. This is another step for 
empowerment of Women, a key concern displayed by the UPA under the leadership of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi the Chairperson of the UPA.

Some of the Chief Ministers have accused the Government at the Centre of being partisan to non-
UPA states. In fact funds allocated by the centre for many of its welfare schemes in the interest of 
the aam aadmi are diverted by state governments and an illusion is sought to be created that the 
centre has not released adequate funds. The UPA Government has never acted in a partisan or an 
unfair manner towards the non-UPA states. The growth trajectory of some of these states would not 
have been possible if the Government at the Centre had not acted in a fair, transparent, inclusive 
and progressive manner. 

Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhiji in his enigmatic way continues to engage in the process 
of dialogue with all stake – holders, office bearers and others to build the foundation for a strong 
resilient and a futuristic party blended with the youth and  needs of the twenty first century. The 
earnestness with which he has engaged everyone in the party is set to guarantee a bright future for 
the party for times to come. v
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The policy of Panchsheel, followed by the Indian Government since 
independence is enshrined in our history.  The five guiding principles 
of panchsheel are

1. Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, 

2. Mutual non-aggression, 

3. Mutual non-interference in each other’s internal affairs, 

4. Equality and mutual benefit, and 

5. Peaceful co-existence. 

India which has been a land of wisdom from ancient times has always 
believed that if these five principles are adhered to, there would be no 
need for a conflict of any kind.

Despite the atrocious events with clear links with people from across 
our western borders India has not given up the path of peace and 
dialogue for sorting out differences. But that does not give license 
or authority to any Government to meddle in the internal affairs of 
our country. The recent resolution passed in the Pakistan assembly 
cannot be passed away as the ranting of a rebel. It is a well-thought 
out occurrence prompted by the establishment which is both dismaying 
and alarming.  Both the Houses of parliament outrightly rejected the 
Pakistani resolution and unanimously asked the neighbouring country 
to not interfere in India’s internal affairs and desist from acts of support 
for terror elements.

Emphasising that any attempt to interfere in India’s internal affairs will 
be met “resolutely and with complete unity” of the nation, the Indian 
parliament asked Pakistan to fulfill its commitment of not allowing 
terrorism from its soil if it wanted peaceful relations with India.

We hope that good sense will prevail and no further events testing the 
sovereignty and patience of our nation will recur. 
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Prime Minister, Dr. Karan Singh, Fellow 
MPs, We gather today as we approach 

the recess of the Budget session of Parliament.

The Finance Minister has presented a 
progressive and pragmatic Budget. Given 
the circumstances the budget has rightly 
focused on reviving economic growth and 
bringing inflation under check. It is reassuring 
that despite tough economic and financial 
conditions, it continues to give top priority 
to our flagship programmes, to the interests 
of the aam aadmi and the most marginalized. 
The Railway Budget laid much needed stress 
on better services with focus on safety and 
sanitation – for the over 2 crore of our 
countrymen and women who travel by rail 
every day.

Several issues have been agitating Parliament 
these past few days.

The plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka is very close 
to our hearts. Our support for their equal 
rights and equal protection of the laws to 
them has been unwavering since the days of 
Indiraji and Rajivji. We are most pained at 
the manner in which their legitimate political 
rights continue to be denied to them. We are 
anguished by reports of unspeakable atrocities 
on innocent civilians and children, especially 
during the last days of the conflict in 2009. 
These reports cannot go un – investigated. 
That is why we demand for an independent 
and credible inquiry into the violation of 
human rights in Sri Lanka. The plight of our 
fishermen who are being detained or fired 
upon by the Sri Lankan Navy is a matter of 
great concern. A permanent solution to the 
daily violence against them is also imperative.

The defiance of the Italian government on 
the question of the two marines and its 
betrayal of a commitment to our Supreme 
Court is outright unacceptable. No country 
can, should or will be allowed to take India 
for granted. All means must be pursued to 
ensure that the commitment made by the 
Italian government to our Supreme Court 
is honoured.

Recent terrorist attacks in Hyderabad and 
in Srinagar show that we simply cannot 
lower our vigil. Our hearts go out to the 
bereaved families and we extend our heartfelt 
condolences to them.

In Jammu and Kashmir, we have made 
remarkable progress in the last few years, 
under the leadership and personal interest 
taken by our Prime Minister. Economic 
development has gathered pace. The launch 
of rail services in the Valley, is an example of 
how much infrastructure and connectivity 
have expanded. A number of popular training 
and placement programmes for youth have 
been started. Tourism has been flourishing. A 
more trusting atmosphere was in the making 
until it was interrupted by certain incidents 
and the terrorist attack on a CRPF camp. Yet, 
we should take note of the cry of pain and 
anguish emanating from some sections of 
society there. We will continue to work for 
peace and normalcy, and development in all 
regions of the state in right earnest.

A number of landmark Bills will come up 
for discussion in Parliament after the recess. 
We will strive for a consensus on them. Our 
Party too must argue forcefully in favour 
of these legislations both inside Parliament 

CPP GEnERAL BODy 
MEETInG
On Tuesday, 19th March 2013 at Parliament House

CPP MEET

and outside.

A few months ago, we have all mourned 
the loss of a courageous young woman. 
She became the face of our nation’s women 
– its mothers, its sisters and its daughters. 
Government immediately constituted a high 
– powered committee under Justice J.S. Verma 
to suggest changes in existing laws to provide 
for speedy justice and enhanced punishment 
in cases of sexual assault and atrocities. 
The Cabinet has just approved several far – 
reaching amendments to the Indian Penal 
Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
the Indian Evidence Act. Having reached a 
consensus at the All – Party meeting yesterday, 
we must get the amendments passed by both 
the Houses before the recess begins.

It has taken note of the consensus reached 
at the All – Party meeting yesterday. We 
should make every effort to see that these 
amendments are approved by both Houses 
before the recess begins.

The Right to Fair Compensation in Land 
Acquisition & Rehabilitation and Resettlement 
Bill is truly historic. Landowners and the 
landless will benefit significantly and tribal 
communities will be empowered. The National 
Food Security Bill is a key commitment from 
our 2009 manifesto. This will free our people 
from hunger, our children from malnutrition 
and ensure that no one starves in our country. 
Once cleared by the Cabinet, we must push 
for its passage in this session. We heralded 
a new culture of transparency by enacting 
the RTI in 2005. The new Bill dealing with 
the redressal of public grievances and time – 
bound delivery of public services will take the 
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RTI revolution further.

We are meeting for the first time as a group 
after the Jaipur Chintan Shivir and the 
special AICC meeting. I do believe that the 
Shivir was a successful exercise to reflect 
and prepare ourselves for the challenges 
ahead. Most importantly, I think we had 
free frank discussions on a host of political, 
socio – economic, gender, foreign policy 
and organizational issues. I think this type 
of dialogue bodes well for our Party’s future 
and we must institutionalize such interactions 
at various levels.

The Jaipur Declaration, which emerged from 
the Chintan Shivir and AICC meeting and 
which I am sure you all have seen, provides 
us with a clear roadmap. I have already 
constituted groups to follow – up on the 
commitments we made in the Declaration 
and will continue to monitor these closely. 
As Parliamentarians, you will have a key role 
in implementing these commitments. I seek 
your cooperation in this direction.

We indicated our resolve to address women’s 
issues by constituting a special sub – group on 
Gender Justice and Women’s Empowerment 
at the Jaipur Chintan Shivir. I was happy to 
note that one of the key recommendations 
of the sub – group – setting up a national 
bank for women and women self – help – 
groups (SHGs), found mention in the Budget 
proposals. This is a landmark announcement, 
and once we must implement urgently. As 
you are aware, SHGs have transformed the 
lives of rural women in several parts of the 
country. Through Aajeevika - the National 
Rural Livelihoods Mission – we are now 
aiming to take the SHG model to every part 
of the country, touching the lives of 7 crore 
women. The new National Bank for Women 

nO COunTRy CAn, 
shOuLD OR wILL BE 
ALLOwED TO TAkE 
InDIA fOR GRAnTED. 
ALL MEAns MusT BE 
PuRsuED TO EnsuRE 
ThAT ThE COMMITMEnT 
MADE By ThE ITALIAn 
GOvERnMEnT TO OuR 
suPREME COuRT Is 
hOnOuRED

CPP MEET 

should play a key role in providing credit to 
these SHGs.

In the Jaipur Declaration, we also pledged 
that women who are particularly vulnerable 
would be provided a decent pension after the 
age of 60 years and that destitute, deserted 
and widowed women between 18 – 60 years 
are also taken care of. I am confident that 
the Government will take this into account 
and make a suitable announcement when 
the National Social Assistance Programme 
is restructured.

Our fight against the malaise of corruption 
continues in earnest.

We are committed to the early passage of the 
Lokpal Bill. We have now taken on board 
many of the suggestions made by various 
political parties and will continue to press for 
its early adoption.

But we also believe that Lokpal by itself will 
not solve the problem of corruption in the 
daily life of the aam aadmi. Until we revamp 
the way we provide services and benefits to 
the common man, we will not make a sizeable 
dent on corruption.

Therefore, as you all are aware, we are in 
the process of implementing the ambitious 
Direct Benefits Transfer Programme also 
called Aap Ka Paisa, Aap Ke Haath. This 
will ensure the effective delivery of all 
cash payments like scholarships, pensions, 
incentives, wages and some subsidies directly 
to the beneficiaries at their doorstep. This will 
eliminate leakages and pilferage. Both the 
Centre and states are part of this initiative. 
Even so, we must, as a Party, take an active 
interest in its implementation by, for example, 
making people aware of it and by ensuring 
full enrolment in Aadhaar. I am glad to see 
that the elected office – bearers of the Youth 
Congress are undertaking this task.

Friends, it is also time to remind ourselves 
of the upcoming Vidhan Sabha elections this 
year, and the Lok Sabha elections in 2014.

The Party is galvanizing itself. We shall face 
the elections with confidence, professionalism 
and enthusiasm. The people have seen 
through the obstructionist tactics adopted 
by the BJP in Parliament and the deliberate 
falsehoods spread by it outside. The use of 
intemperate and abusive language by the 
BJP about our Party and its leaders goes 
beyond the pale of civilized discussion and 
debate. Are we going to take this lying down? 
Certainly not. We will maintain our dignity 
and take our fight to the people. v

LOkPAL By ITsELf wILL 
nOT sOLvE ThE PROBLEM 
Of CORRuPTIOn In ThE 
DAILy LIfE Of ThE AAM 
AADMI. unTIL wE REvAMP 
ThE wAy wE PROvIDE 
sERvICEs AnD BEnEfITs 
TO ThE COMMOn MAn, wE 
wILL nOTMAkE A sIzEABLE 
DEnT On CORRuPTIOn.

...ThE AMBITIOus DIRECT 
BEnEfITs TRAnsfER 
PROGRAMME ALsO CALLED 
AAP kA PAIsA, AAP kE 
hAATh. ThIs wILL EnsuRE 
ThE EffECTIvE DELIvERy 
Of ALL CAsh PAyMEnTs 
LIkE sChOLARshIPs, 
PEnsIOns, InCEnTIvEs, 
wAGEs AnD sOME 
suBsIDIEs DIRECTLy TO 
ThE BEnEfICIARIEs AT 
ThEIR DOORsTEP. ThIs 
wILL ELIMInATE LEAkAGEs 
AnD PILfERAGE. 

...wE MusT, As A PARTy, 
TAkE An ACTIvE InTEREsT 
In ITs IMPLEMEnTATIOn 
By, fOR ExAMPLE, MAkInG 
PEOPLE AwARE Of IT 
AnD By EnsuRInG fuLL 
EnROLMEnT In AADhAAR.
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CP’s Address at the 
Foundation stone laying 
ceremony of Austin facility 
Friday, 8th March 2013: 
Gurgaon, Haryana

It gives me immense pleasure to be in 
this gathering of parents and children 
for the ceremony to lay the foundation 

stone of the Residential-cum-Vocational 
Training facility for people afflicted with 
autism. In September 2006, I was in Jasola for 
the inauguration of the National Centre for 
Autism Advocacy when a pledge was made to 
set up a residential facility for autistic people. 
I must commend Action for Autism and their 
entire team who have relentlessly pursued 
this project and redeemed that pledge. This 
is a small step – but a very meaningful one 
– in a long journey to help people afflicted 
with autism spectrum disorders to lead a life 
of dignity and security. Parents with autistic 
children carry a great burden in their heart 
throughout their lives. They ask themselves, 
when they pass on, who will tend to their 
beautiful children and give them the love 
and affection they so deeply need? Who will 
be sensitive to their special needs, their likes 
and dislikes, their fears and anxieties? As they 
progress through their lives where will they 
find the comfort of their parental homes? Civil 
society has a crucial role in informing and 
sensitizing public opinion on the challenges 
faced by people with disabilities and their 
families. Parents who are affluent have 
recourse to technology, and latest advances 
in medical treatment, but my heart goes out 
to those parents who are faced with the task 
of caring for autistic children when they can 
barely survive on the margins of desperate 
poverty. It is they who need help and support 
the most and have to be brought into the 
embrace of institutions such as these. I hope 
that when this Centre becomes a reality, it will 

CP’s AddrEss

reach out to them as well.

This institution will be the first of its kind in 
India, and perhaps the whole of South Asia. 
I appreciate the efforts of the Chief Minister, 
Shri Bhupinder Singh Hooda, for supporting 
this laudable cause. I would also like to record 
my appreciation to all those corporate leaders, 
both from the public and private sector, who 
have been generous in donating resources for 
its construction.

The establishment of the National Trust 
for the Welfare of Persons with Autism, 
Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and 
Multiple Disabilities under a recent central 
legislation has created a sound institutional 
basis for coordinated action in the future. The 
government supported the launch of a health 
insurance plan “Nirmaya” in 2008 to provide 
affordable Health Insurance as well. I am glad 
that the challenge faced by autistic children 
and adults is now getting the attention it so 
urgently needs. The first specialized school 
for autism was started in 1994 and today 
there are over 70 such schools across the 
country. Many more children have started 
securing admissions in mainstream schools, 
under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan, with 
greater awareness of the need for inclusive 

education. Teachers training programs are 
being launched which will help create a 
pool of specialists in autism. Even the CBSE 
course has been tailored to allow for special 
provisions for affected children writing 
board exams. We know that children with 
autism spectrum disorders are often uniquely 
gifted. Some have special abilities in painting 
and music for example. These talents need 
to be encouraged and allowed to flourish. 
The integrated complex, incorporating a 
vocational training Centre, inclusive school 
and group homes which will be established 
here should provide an environment in which 
they are able to develop and create, harnessing 
their abilities.

Such a Centre perhaps needs a new paradigm 
of training in special skills, after assessing 
the unique abilities of each individual. It 
could help in creating an autism employment 
community which would collaborate with 
several social, industry and civil society 
organizations to offer appropriate employment 
avenues. This Centre would also have to 
include programmes to develop life skills 
to enable individuals with autism spectrum 
disorders to acquire the skill sets necessary 
to integrate with society at large, become 

A LOnG jOuRnEy TO hELP PEOPLE AffLICTED 
wITh AuTIsM sPECTRuM DIsORDERs TO LEAD A 
LIfE Of DIGnITy AnD sECuRITy: sOnIA GAnDhI
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CP’s AddrEss

gainfully employed and live independently. 
Institutions such as these would need to 
develop appropriate backward and forward 
linkages, working closely with parents on the 
one hand and employers on the other. The 
dearth of resources has often constrained 
the ability of public spirited organizations to 
contribute to such causes. We need to work 
together to awaken the collective conscience 
of society to give generously for the cause of 
autism. The corporate sector has begun to 
recognize this and I encourage it to think 
very seriously about setting aside meaningful 
corporate social responsibility budgets for 
the cause of the disabled and disadvantaged 
– not because it might be mandated by the 
government but because that is the right 
course for responsible member of society. 
The creative industry and media too can play 
a major role in informing public opinion and 
help raising resources for such causes.

I hope that the facility which will be established 
here will be only a beginning and that we will 
see similar institutions come up across the 
country. I would like to assure you of my 
full commitment and support for all your 
endeavors, and I wish this institution and 
your efforts great success in the years to come.

Today we are laying the foundation stone for 
such a project which is for those children or 
people who are handicapped to face the big 
challenges of life. Today a good project has 
been launched to provide a place for them 
to live and to work. These are such children 
who are very simple, talented but have 
difficulty to live a normal life. They need the 
understanding, care and love of every one. So 
that they can live a life of respect and honour. 
You are all aware that where there is a child 
or a person in any family who is facing such 
a problem, the adults in the family are often 
worried as to what would be their fate after 
them and how would they be looked after 
and provided for. 

I am happy that for “Action for autosim.” The 
Chief Minister of Haryana, Shri Bhupander 
Singh Hooda has got the active support of 
business and government organizations. I 
have to request all of you that for this resolve 
for a good and noble task you extend your 
cooperation, support and your blessings so 
that this organization and “Ananda Awas” can 
become a help in the lives of such children and 
their families. v

The first government medical college 
for women has been opened in the 
precincts of the Bhagat Phoolsingh 

University campus. This is certainly a very 
big achievement. I am happy that I laid the 
foundation stone of this college and now I 
also have the chance to dedicate it.
It is also a matter to rejoice because today 
happens to be International Women’s Day. 
I give my heartiest greetings to the women 
community and I also call upon that we 
make a promise on this occasion that we 
shall together struggle to uplift and empower 
women to move ahead with all our dedication.
We are happy and proud at this first historic 
convocation ceremony of the Women’s 
University.
It has been said that a journey of thousand 
miles starts with one small step. Bhagat Phool 
Singh who started this organization with 
just three girls, in 1936 in the background of 
traditions of that time and illiterate society, 
has developed today as a large university. This 
is a big example for the future development. 
This establishment which teaches from KG to 
PHD has developed rapidly during the past 
six years is appreciable. Today this University 
teaches art, science, technical and various 
modern employment related courses.
I am aware that most of students of this 
University come from rural areas. They 
will certainty become an example for social 

transformation revolution in Haryana. The 
girls in Haryana have talent, capability and 
courage. They also have great success in 
education and sports.
I congratulate Chief Minister, Bhupender 
Singh Hooda for encouraging this talent in 
the field of education, health, social welfare for 
women by starting special projects for them 
which will bring good results in the future.
In fact, the path of education and success 
has never been so easy. Therefore, we have 
to struggle, make efforts and have to be 
focused. You must have passed through this 
experience. But you don’t have to bow before 
these problems in the future, you have to 
encounter them with full self – confidence 
because the country needs the presence of 
women in all responsible posts.
You all are lucky as you all had the chance 
to study in this institution and this is the 
teaching that will give strength to face all 
challenges. Many of you will tread on new 
and big paths and achieve success. I feel, on 
the basis of this education you would care 
about the underprivileged who did not get 
the chance to study like you at the bend and 
crossings of your life.
 Haryana is a unique land. On the one hand 
there is modern development and on the other 
we stick by illogical and orthodox thinking. 
Why is the population of girls so low here? 
Is this backwardness of our mind? We have 

OuR uPA GOvERnMEnT, fOR ThE EMPOwERMEnT Of 
wOMEn, fOR ThE ECOnOMIC AnD sOCIAL uPLIfTMEnT, 
hAs TAkEn MAny IMPORTAnT sTEPs: sOnIA GAnDhI

Excerpts of the Speech of the UPA Chairperson during the first 
Convocation Ceremony of the Bhagat Phool Singh Women’s University in 
Sonepat, Haryana on 8th March, 2013
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A rEPorT

sMT. sOnIA GAnDhI InAuGuRATEs  
fIRsT ALL-wOMEn MEDICAL COLLEGE

Cong ress  Pres ident  and  UPA 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, Marking 
the occasion of International 

Women’s day, i.e 8th March, 2013 inaugurated 
a Women Medical College in Haryana. 
She dedicated the Bhagat Phool Singh 
Government Medical College for Women 
to the nation on Friday at Khanpur Kalan 
in Haryana’s Sonipat district. She also 
attended the first convocation ceremony at 
the University.

While delivering her address, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi highlighted the importance of 
educating women and said “It is everyone’s 
responsibility to provide quality education 
to girls. If a woman gets educated it would 
not only lead to educate a whole family but 
also educate the entire society”.   Without 
making a direct reference to the Delhi’s 
gang-rape of physiotherapy student, Smt. 
Gandhi said our heads hang in shame over 
incidents of rape and crime against women. 
“It is our collective responsibility to wash off 
this stigma. The UPA Government has taken 
steps in this direction by making a provision 
for a special Nirbhaya Fund and an all-women 
bank in the Union Budget. We have made 
laws against domestic violence and sexual 
harassment at workplaces and soon a new 
law for crime against women would also be 
enacted,” she said.

She said the Haryana Government deserved 
all praise for providing opportunities to 
women to showcase their talents and hoped 
that the efforts made now would bear fruits 
in future. Ms. Gandhi said more and more 
women should take over important positions 
and education alone could prepare them 

to face the challenges of the future. “The 
growing number of women in local bodies and 
panchayats has strengthened our democracy,” 
she added.

Enlisting several schemes of the Haryana 
Government for women’s empowerment, 
Haryana Chief Minister Shri Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda said his government was making all 
efforts to increase participation of women 
in society.  Haryana Chief Minister Shri 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda has presided over 
this function.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi also presented medals to 
students at the first Convocation Ceremony of 
Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, 
the first women’s university of North India.

Haryana Governor Shri Jagannath Pahadia, 
Rohtak MP Shri Deepender Singh Hooda 
and Haryana Education Minister Smt. Geeta 
Bhukkal were among those present.

Earlier, Smt. Sonia Gandhi went round the 
medical college and hospital and interacted 
with the patients. She was also shown a 
documentary on the progress and contribution 
of the college and hospital.

Spread over 88 acres, the Bhagat Phool Singh 
Government Medical College for Women is 
the first women college of the country since 
Delhi’s Lady Harding Medical College was 
established in 1914.

The medical college and the hospital have been 
built in a record time after its foundation stone 
was laid by the Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi on March 1, 2009. The hospital at the 
college was started on September 1, 2011, with 
100 beds and a team of 21 doctors. It now has 
450 beds and 211 doctors. v

to change the mind – set of the people, we 
have to erase the blot of female foetecide. 
Our heads hang down due to the incidents 
of rape and other incidents against girls and 
women. Strong steps have to be taken to wipe 
out this blot. It becomes the responsibility of 
all educated girls to raise their voice against 
such social atrocities.
Our UPA government, for the empowerment 
of women, for their economic and social 
upliftment, has taken many important steps. 
In the recent Budget, for the first time an all – 
women managed bank would be started with 
a fund of Rupees one thousand crores that will 
cater particularly to the needs and demands 
of the women with loans for their business. A 
relief fund is being started with a fund of one 
thousand crore. The purpose of which will be 
for such work that maintains the honour and 
respect of our daughters and sisters.
Law has also been made to give share in the 
ancestral property, give protection to women 
against sex discrimination at place of work. 
Soon a law will also be passed to fight against 
the crime against women.
Under the ‘Aajivika’ project provision has 
been made so that women under the self 
– help group can raise their income by 
attaching themselves with the bank. Women 
are emerging as a powerful force by being 
elected to the panchayats and municipal 
corporations and are making our democracy 
strong. These are just a few examples of our 
UPA government in the empowerment of 
women.
Education cultivates the talent of a person, 
their capability and their ability and decides 
the future in making them a good person and 
a good citizen.
Thus giving good education to girls becomes 
our big social responsibility. If the women are 
educated, it will not only help in educating the 
whole family but the whole society will get 
educated. I feel that the Bhagat Phool Singh 
University will continue to make its special 
contribution towards this sector.
On this occasion, I want to congratulate the 
officers of the University, its teachers and 
students, particularly those students who 
have won gold medals and other prizes. I 
also congratulate those students who have 
received Degrees and will start a new life. I 
hope that progress and enlightenment comes 
in your lives in the future. I believe that you 
will overcome all the challenges and achieve 
your goal. v
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Prime Minister (Dr.  Manmohan 
Singh): Madam Speaker, I rise to join 
all Members of this august House 

in conveying our sincere thanks to Hon.
President for his enlightened Address. The 
debate on the President’s Address has been 
vigorous and wide ranging. I thank all the hon. 
Members who have contributed to this debate.

Madam, as hon. President mentioned in the 
initial parts of his Address, our economy has 
faced a difficult situation in the past one year. 
Hon. Members are aware that our growth has 
slowed down and the fiscal deficit has risen. 
Inflation has been a persistent problem in the 
last two years. The Current Account Deficit 
is substantially higher than what we would 
like it to be. The Finance Minister has dealt 
with all these issues in his Budget speech, and 
before that the Economic  Survey tabled in this 
House gave a fairly comprehensive picture of 
the state of the economy. I would therefore 
be brief in speaking about the challenges that 
confront our economy and what we need to 
do to overcome them.

However, Madam, I do wish to emphatically 
endorse the view of the Finance Minister 
that the slow-down in the economy need not 
persist, and that we are fully capable of putting 
the country back on a high growth path of 7 to 
8 per cent per annum in the next two to three 
years. To achieve this, we need to increase the 
rate of investment, especially in infrastructure. 
Our effort, therefore, will be to raise domestic 
savings, contain the growth of subsidies and 
encourage private investment.

While our aim is to achieve an average GDP 
growth of 8 per cent during the 12th Plan 
and agricultural growth of 4 per cent, the 
focus will continue to remain on inclusive 
growth. Inclusive growth implies not only 

reducing poverty, but also improving regional 
equality across and within States, uplift of the 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other 
Backward Classess and minorities, closing 
gender gaps and generating more and better 
employment opportunities.

Our policies have been designed to fulfill 
these objectives. 

Madam Speaker, I listened with great interest 
to the speech of the hon Shri Rajnath Singh ji, 
and the best I can do is to compare the nine 
years of UPA rule with the six years of NDA 
rule so that our country men and women can 
draw a proper appreciation of what has been 
done in these nine years.

Madam, first I take the growth of the GDP. If 
you look at the period of nine years including 
the current period of slow down, our average 
growth rate in these nine years will be 7.9 per 
cent. As against this, the NDA six years yield 
no more than six per cent.

Madam, it is true that growth in 2012 has 
slowed down, but nowhere else  this growth 
profile is in an upward direction. Europe is 
in recession, the US’ growth rate is very low; 
Japan is stagnating; Brazil’s growth rate is less 
than two per cent, South Africa’s growth rate is 
2.3 per cent and in the light of the prevailing 
global situation, our growth rate looks to be 
impressive even though we are not satisfied 
with it.

Madam, inclusiveness of the growth process 
can be judged in many ways.  The first and 
foremost is the concern with the wellbeing 
of our farmers, what happens to agricultural 
production and as I said earlier from 2004-
05 to 2011-12, that is the UPA period, the 
growth rate of agricultural production 

and allied activities was 3.7 per cent. The 
corresponding growth rate from 1998-99 to 
2003- 04 of the NDA period was no more than 
2.9 per cent. Because agriculture has grown 
at a faster rate, also because of a number 
of inclusive policies put in place by our 
Government, like Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Programme, 
the per capita consumption in rural areas 
during the UPA period is 3.4 per cent. In the 
NDA period the per capita rural consumption 
was no more than 0.8 per cent. 

I come now to real wages in agriculture. Real 

wages in agriculture in the Eleventh Plan 
Period have grown at an average annual rate 
of 6.8 per cent. In previous decade the growth 
rate of real wages in agriculture was no more 
than 1.1 per cent.

Madam, with regard to poverty, in the UPA 
Period, the poverty declined at an average 
annual rate of two per cent per annum. In the 
preceding ten years, the decline was no more 
than 0.8 per cent.

Extracts of the Prime Minister’s reply 
in the Lok Sabha on the debate on the 
President’s address on 6th March, 2013

I AM COnvInCED ThAT 
If ThE PEOPLE Of InDIA 
wERE TO LOOk AT OuR 
RECORD In ThEsE nInE 
OR TEn yEARs, ThEy 
wOuLD REPEAT whAT 
ThEy DID In 2004 AnD 
2009.
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Madam, we are all concerned about the slow 
down in industry. But when we compare the 
nine years’ period in which the UPA has been 
in Government, our industrial growth rate 
average is 8.5 per cent, the corresponding 
average for the NDA from 1998-99 to 2003-04 
is no more than 5.6 per cent.

With regard to regional inequalities, inter-
State growth differential has narrowed and 
inter-State inequality is not increasing. The 
so-called BIMARU States have also done 
much better in the UPA Period than was the 
case previously.

In terms of education and skill development 
also the achievements of the UPA are really 
notable, the key instrument for promoting 
inclusiveness and empowerment for 
education, health and skill development. 
There has been near universal enrolment 

in primary schools and a steady increase in 
average number of years pooling of labour 
for labour force.

The Right to Education Act is a major landmark 
of the UPA. Madam, with regard to higher 
education, there has been an unprecedented 
expansion of central universities. The number 
has gone up from 17 in 2004-05 to 44. The IITs 
have gone up from 7 to 16. The IIMs have gone 
up from 6 to 13. Indian Institutes of Science, 
Education and Research have gone up from 
1 to 5. Indian Institutes of Information and 
Technology have gone up from 2 to 4. The 
result is that the gross enrolment in higher 
education, which was 12.3 per cent in 2006-07, 
has gone up to 18 per cent in 2011-12.

With regard to health, Madam, National Rural 
Health Mission has made a very important 
start. The Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana 
is a huge UPA initiative and it provides in-
patient cover to 3.4 crores of families. The 
infant mortality rate has fallen from 58 to 44. 
The maternal mortality rate has fallen from 
254 to 212. The life expectancy at birth was 
in 2000-01, 62.5 years, and by 2010-11 of this 
century it has gone up to 66 years. Literacy 
rate, similarly, has gone up from 64.8 to 74 per 
cent. The death rate has declined from 8.4 per 
cent to 7.1 per cent.

Madam, it is not my case that what we have 
achieved is the optimum level. I do recognise 
that growth requires efforts and further efforts 
to boost it – we need to do lot more to promote 
inclusiveness – that health and education 
require greater attention, that environment 
protection measures have to be adopted with 
greater amount of firmness. But I would 
respectfully submit to this august House that 
what has been achieved is not something 
which can be belittled as Shri Rajnath Singh 
ji tried to do.

I know that BJP has a particular view towards 
economic and social policy of the UPA. A few 
days ago, a conclave of the National Council 
of BJP assembled in Delhi, used the choicest 
abuses for the Congress establishment and 
Congress leadership including myself. It is not 
my intention to reply them in that language 
because I do believe that our work and our 
performance are the best judges of what we 
have achieved. A poet has said:

Humko hai unse wafa ki umeed, jo jaante hi 
nahin wafa kya hai.

Also, Madam, there is a proverb.

Jo garajte hain vo baraste nahin.

We have seen this arrogance not for the first 
time. The Shining India campaign in 2004 led 
to disastrous results for the BJP. In 2009, they 
fielded the iron man Advani ji against the lamb 
that Manmohan Singh is, and we all know as 
to what was the result. I am convinced that if 
the people of India were to look at our record 
in these nine or ten years, they would repeat 
what they did in 2004 and 2009.

Madam, several hon. Members have expressed 
concern about the state of agriculture. I share 
that concern. Farmers in our country are the 
most important constituent that the UPA cares 
for. We have done utmost to give our farmers 
remunerative prices, and here I make bold to 
say that the procurement prices of wheat, of 
rice and other products have been raised in a 
manner which was never seen ever before in 
the history of this country. G (Interruptions) I 
share the concern of the hon. Members on the 
need for focused attention to the agricultural 
sector. That has been our priority. It will 
remain our priority. The achievements of our 
farmers in keeping us self-sufficient in food 
are indeed extraordinary. They work hard 
under adverse circumstances and they deserve 
all possible assistance.

It is for this reason that we have increased the 
Minimum Support Prices as never before. 
If you look at these prices across various 
commodities, they have increased by 50 to 200 
per cent since 2004-05. Since the year 2004 
we have more than doubled the Minimum 
Support Prices for wheat and paddy. Credit 
flow to the agricultural sector has increased 
since 2003-04 by nearly 500 per cent.

The 12th Plan allocation for the sector has 
been fixed at over twice the size for the 11th 
Plan.

Madam, it is the result of the hard work of 
our farmers and our policies that the average 
annual rate of growth in the agriculture and 
allied sector which was stagnating at the level 
of 2.4 per cent and 2.5 per cent during the 
Ninth and 10th Plans respectively increased to 
3.7 per cent during the 11th Plan despite the 
occurrence of a countrywide drought in 2009.

It is true that the growth of the agricultural 
sector during 2012-13 is, at present, projected 
at 1.8 per cent. But the revival of the monsoon 
during the latter half of the kharif season and 
improved prospects of rabi due to conducive 
weather conditions give me hope that the 
actual growth rate during this year would be 
higher than the figure that I have mentioned. 

To address the issue of shortage of covered 
storage capacity, the Government had 
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formulated the Private Entrepreneurs 
Guarantee Scheme in 2008. A capacity of 
181 lakh metric tonnes has been sanctioned 
under this Scheme, of which 43 lakh metric 
tonnes of capacity has already been created.

Madam, an issue that did not come up 
significantly in the debate but which I wish 
to flag is that of water. Shri Devegowda ji, in 
his own way, referred to this problem. I do 
agree that we have a national problem in the 
distribution of water of the inter-State rivers, 
and I hope that the country would recognize 
the great importance of dealing with this 
problem in a holistic perspective.

The UPA Government recognises the 
management of water resources as a major 
challenge. Shrimati Supriya Sule referred to 
the need to give greater importance to the 

construction of check dams. We have already 
decided to modify the Accelerated Irrigation 
Benefit Programme to make it more effective, 
and expand the Watershed Development 
Programme during the 12th Five Year Plan.

Apart from agriculture, urban and industrial 
water demand also needs to be managed more 
efficiently. Our ground water resources need 
to be better preserved.We will be bringing 
these proposals on a new ground water law 
and a national water framework law very 
shortly.

Madam, several hon. Members, cutting across 
party lines, have expressed concern over 
incidence of violence against women. This 
is an issue, which unites all sections of our 
House; and I sincerely appeal to all sections 
of the House to speak with one voice. If there 
are any legislative measures, which we can 
agree upon, they can be then pushed forward 
at a much higher speed than is normally 
done when it comes to legislation through 
Parliament. I sincerely hope that we will, with 
one voice, agree to go forward in a manner, 
which will do justice to 50 per cent of India’s 
population, that is, our women and children. 

Let me reiterate to this august House the 
commitment of our Government to ensuring 
the dignity, safety and security of every 
woman of our country. We have adopted a 
series of measures — legislative, institutional 
and procedural – which reaffirm the collective 
responsibility of this Government in this 
direction as more and more women enter 
public spaces. The Government has been 
prompt in acting on the recommendation 
of the Justice Verma Committee,  by 
promulgating an Ordinance amending and 
strengthening the law to deal with crimes of 
sexual violence against women. I am happy 
that ‘The Sexual Harassment of Women 
at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition 
and Redressal) Bill, 2012’ was passed by 
Parliament last week.

We have a number of schemes in place to 
provide the restorative justice to victims of 
rape and sexual violence through financial 
assistance and support services. The National 
Mission for Empowerment of Women would 
be implementing ‘One Stop Crisis Centre’ of 
providing all necessary services for women 
victims/survivors of violence at a public 
hospital in 100 Districts.

A new umbrella scheme for protection and 
empowerment of women and a toll free 
24x7 helpline for women as a Central Sector 
Scheme across India is on the anvil.

The Government’s resolve is further reflected 
in the announcement of the Finance 
Minister in his Budget Speech that an 
additional amount of Rs. 200 crore has 
been allocated to the Ministry of Women 

and Child Development to address issues 
of gender discrimination. The Nirbhaya 
Fund of Rs. 1,000 crore announced by the 
Finance Minister is further testimony of our 
Government’s solidarity with our girl children 
and women as we pledge to empower them 
and keep them safe and secure. However real 
and effective change in the status of women in 
our country can come only if there is a change 
in our societal values We need to collectively 
work towards this goal.

Madam Speaker, some Members have 
stressed the need to implement the Sachar 
Committee’s Report to raise the standard of 
living of the poor among the minorities. The 
Sachar Committee submitted its Report in 
2006. The Government accepted 72 out of 76 
recommendations made by the Committee. 
The majority of the recommendations can 
be clubbed under (i) education, (ii) access 
to credit,

(iii) Wakfs and (iv) special development 
initiatives. I believe that our Government 
has done good work in each of these areas.G 
(Interruptions) The Ministry of Minority 
Affairs today implements three scholarship 
and one fellowship schemes for minorities. 
G (Interruptions) During the Eleventh Plan 
period, more than one crore students benefitted 
from these schemesG(Interruptions)

In the year 2012-13, nearly 15 per cent of the 
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total priority sector lending has been availed 
of by the minority communities. In addition, 
the National Minorities Development and 
Finance Corporation has disbursed credit 
totalling over Rs.1,100 crore to nearly 
five lakh Muslim beneficiaries. The Wakf 
(Amendment) Bill, 2010 has been approved 
by the Cabinet and will be introduced during 
the current Session of Parliament. I am also 
happy to inform the House that contours of a 
National Wakf Development Corporation will 
be finalised in the near future.

The Multi-sectoral Development Programme 
to provide basic amenities was launched in 90 
identified backward minority concentration 
districts and is now being modified to focus 
at the block level. An amount of Rs.3, 400 
crore has been released to State Governments 
on this account up to February 2013.G 
(Interruptions) Besides this, relevant social 
sector Ministries have been mandated to 
provide at least 15 per cent of the outlays 
for the development of minorities under the 
Prime Minister’s 15-Point Programme.

Madam, good governance is a sine qua non 
for the benefits of the programmes of the 
Government to be realised by our people. 
Towards this end, I would like to reiterate 
our commitment to ushering in reforms 
for greater transparency, probity, integrity 
and accountability in governance. We are 
committed to the enactment of the legislations 
proposed in this regard, particularly the 
Lokpal Bill, the Whistle Blower’s Protection 
Bill and the Prevention of Bribery of Foreign 
Public Officials and Officials of Public 
International Organisations Bill, which 
already stand introduced in the Parliament. 
I would seek the cooperation of all Members 
of the House for the expeditious passage of 
these pending Bills.

Madam Speaker, Shri Mulayam Singh 
Yadav raised the issue of corruption in the 
implementation of MGNREGA Scheme 
and suggested its discontinuation. I would 
like to mention that the Scheme, which is 
implemented through the State Governments, 
provides a safety net to a very large number 
of rural families in times of distress. Our 
Government has taken several measures to 
ensure transparency and accountability in the 
implementation of this Scheme.The measures 
undertaken include social audits through 
Gram Sabhas, placement of information on 
critical parameters in the public domain, 
disbursement of wages through banks and 
post offices, audit by Chartered Accountants 
at the Gram Panchayat level, formulation of 
standard operating procedures for redress of 

complaints and issue of guidelines for State 
Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committees. 
The States have been asked to set up an 
Ombudsman for redress of grievances under 
the Scheme in districts.

The Government is also considering the 
setting up of a concurrent evaluation office 
to evaluate the performance of various rural 
development schemes, including MGNREGA 
with a view to enable mid-course corrections. 
We are committed to working with States to 
ensure the highest level of transparency and 
accountability of this significant scheme.

Madam, since the UPA came to power in 
2004, we have sought, to the extent possible, 
to encourage and create an international 
environment conducive to our primary 
task of transforming India. In this quest, we 
have utilised the opportunities that existed 
to further India’s interests by obtaining the 
removal of restraint and sanction regime on 
India, encouraging international investment 
in India’s development, and building 
cooperative and peaceful relations with 
other powers.

I can say with certainty that our standing 
in the world and our ability to pursue our 
interests has gone up in the last nine years. 
There is greater international understanding 
now of our challenges such as terrorism and 
there is a growing international acceptance 
of India’s rightful place in the global political, 
economic and security architecture, including 
the United Nations Security Council.

We have safeguarded our interests in global 
negotiations on such vital issues as trade 
and climate change. We have increased our 
access to markets, capital, energy, minerals 
and advanced technology. When faced with 
challenges such as the international financial 
and economic crisis, we have successfully 
mitigated its effects on India to a considerable 
extent. We have safeguarded our interests in 
global negotiations on such vital issues as 
trade and climate change. We have increased 
our access to markets, capital, energy, minerals 
and advancedtechnology.

Madam, Members have raised the issue of 
human rights violations during the conflict 
in Sri Lanka and the lack of progress on 
reconciliation, accountability and political 
devolution in Sri Lanka. The Government 
takes the sentimentsexpressed by Members 
very seriously. We are firmly of the view 
that issues of reconciliation and political 
devolution in Sri Lanka need to be addressed 
with a sense of urgency.

We have consistently called upon the 
Government of Sri Lanka to fulfil its public 
commitments for the implementation of the 
13th Amendment and for building further 
on it so as to achieve a meaningful political 
settlement. We have also urged that elections 
to the Northern Provincial Council be held 
at the earliest and have called for effective 
and time-bound implementation of the 
constructive recommendations contained 
in the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commission report. This was also the message, 
Madam, I conveyed to President Rajapaksa 
during his visit to India in September 2012. 
We will continue to remain engaged with 
the Government of Sri Lanka to implement 
these steps and take forward the process of 
reconciliation and settlement.

As regards the issue of a draft resolution 
expected to be Tabled by the United States at 
the forthcoming Session of the UN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva, our decision will 
depend on the substance of the final text 
Tabled in the Council. We will, however, 
be guided by our consistent position that 
we support proposals that seek to advance 
the achievement of a future for the Tamil 
community in Sri Lanka that is marked by 
equality, dignity, justice and self respect.

I wish to assure the House that our Government 
will remain engaged with the Government of 
Sri Lanka to promote a durable settlement 
of the Tamil problem that enables the Tamil 
citizens of Sri Lanka to lead a life of dignity 
and self-respect with equal rights. I also assure 
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the Members that we will remain engaged 
with the Government of Sri Lanka with regard 
to the welfare, safety and security of our 
fishermen to ensure that fishermen on both 
sides can continue to pursue their livelihood 
in a safe, secure and sustainable manner. 

I would also like to respond to the concerns 
raised by some Members on China. At 
the outset, I wish to underline that India 
and China are two large neighbouring 
countries with a long history of civilisational 
interaction. In my view, there is enough 
space in the world today for both countries 
to achieve their developmental aspirations. 
While we do have differences over the border 
issue, since 1988 we have evolved mechanisms 
to address the issue and to maintain peace 
and tranquillity on the border. Having 
agreed to guiding principles and political 
parameters for a boundary settlement, with 
Premier Wen Jiabao in 2005, today our special 
representatives are discussing a framework 
for settlement of the boundary. Members 
will understand that this is a complex and 
sensitive issue and that its resolution could 
take time. Pending a settlement, both sides 
are committed to maintain the status quo and 
peace and tranquillity in the border areas.

Last year, our two countries established a 
new mechanism to ensure this. We had also 
agreed that differences on the boundary 
question should not come in the way of 
mutuallybeneficial cooperation.We will 
continue to manage our overall relations 
with China with maturity, recognising 
opportunities for common development and 
convergence of interests with China on many 
regional and global issues. The new leaders 
of China have conveyed to me their desire 
to strengthen our strategic communication 
and to forge a better future for our relations. 
This is also the goal of our Government. We 
should engage the new China confidently 
and constructively in a spirit of national 
consensus.

Madam, some hon. Members mentioned 
China’s dam-building activity on the upper 
reaches of the Brahamputra. We can and we 
do use diplomatic engagement and dialogue 
to ensure that these activities, which are taking 
place on Chinese territory, do not, in any 
way, harm the livelihood of our people and 
our ecology. We have raised these concerns 
with China at every level and, as a result, have 
begun dialogue and cooperation with China 
on trans-border rivers. Upon recent reports 
about new dams being planned on the upper 
reaches of the Brahamputra, China officially 
assured us that these are run-of-the-river 

projects and will not result in water storage. 
We will also continue to assure ourselves in 
this regard, using our own means. I assure 
hon. Members that we remain vigilant about 
all developments in India’s periphery or 
elsewhere that could affect our security, unity 
and territorial integrity, and we will take all 
necessary measures to respond to them.

Madam, concern has been expressed in the 
House about the situation in Maldives. India 
has always stood for a stable, prosperous and 
democratic Maldives. As a close and friendly 
neighbour, India remains concerned about 
the ongoing political instability in Maldives 
since the transfer of power in February, 2012. 
We are closely engaged with all political forces 
and stakeholders in Maldives and encourage 
them to resolve their issues through dialogue. 

Madam, it is our hope that Maldives will have 
free, fair and inclusive elections in September 
to elect the new President. The Election 
Commission of Maldives has announced 
that Presidential Elections would be held in 
September 2013. India will support all efforts 
to ensure a free, fair, credible and inclusive 
Presidential election that can contribute to 
durable peace, stability and prosperity in the 
Maldives. We will continue to monitor the 
situation and take all necessary measures to 
strengthen our relations with and to protect 
our interests in Maldives.

Madam Speaker, our dialogue with Pakistan 
continues in order to normalize our relations: 
promote bilateral cooperation and people-
to-people contacts; and resolve outstanding 
issues. Progress has been possible in some 
areas like trade and people-to-people contacts. 
But, incidents such as the barbaric manner in 
which two Indian soldiers were killed on 
the Line of Control (LoC) in January 2013 
vitiate the atmosphere and cast a shadow on 
the bilateral dialogue process. Further, we are 
yet to see tangible progress in dismantling 
the terrorism infrastructure in Pakistan and 
in bringing to justice the perpetrators of the 
Mumbai terror attack of November 2008. 
Normal, good-neighbourly relations between 
India and Pakistan — free from the threat of 
violence, and enhanced bilateral economic 
cooperation — would be in our mutual 
interest. We also expect Pakistan to take steps 
to create a conducive environment to take the 
process of normalization forward.

We have an abiding interest in a stable, 
strong, united, democratic and prosperous 
Afghanistan, which is no longer a safe haven 
for terrorism. As Afghanistan undergoes 
political, economic and security transitions 
in 2014 and beyond, we will continue to help 
build Afghan capabilities to evolve peacefully 
and fight terrorism and extremism.

Madam Speaker, hon. Members have also 
raised a number of State and sector-specific 
issues during the debate. While I am not going 
into these issues for want of time, I would like 
to assure you that we have taken note of them. 
I am advising my colleagues to make sincere 
efforts to address them to the satisfaction of 
the hon. Members.

With these words, Madam, I once again join 
Members in thanking the hon. President for 
his insightful Address, which I commend for 
adoption with acclamation.

MovEr (Synopsis of Debate)

shrI P. C. ChACKo moving the Motion 
of Thanks on the President’s Address, said: 
Today, India can be termed as the youngest 
nation in the world. 
The demographic 
specialty of this 
country is that 70 
per cent of India’s 
population is less 
than 35 years of age. 
We anticipate that 
in 2020 the average 
age of an India will 
be 29 years. So, in 

In ThE PArlIAMEnT

wE hAvE A nuMBER 
Of sChEMEs In PLACE 
TO PROvIDE ThE 
REsTORATIvE jusTICE 
TO vICTIMs Of RAPE 
AnD sExuAL vIOLEnCE 
ThROuGh fInAnCIAL 
AssIsTAnCE AnD 
suPPORT sERvICEs... 
OuR GOvERnMEnT’s 
sOLIDARITy wITh OuR 
GIRL ChILDREn AnD 
wOMEn As wE PLEDGE 
TO EMPOwER ThEM AnD 
kEEP ThEM sAfE AnD 
sECuRE.

sh. P.C. Chacko
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every sense, we can say that India is a young 
country. This optimism of the hon. President 
which is expressed here might not have been 
taken seriously by many. India represents one-
sixth of humanity. If India wins, the world wins; 
if India loses, the world loses. But whether 
we can rise up to that expectation is the most 
important question today. So, the President 
has enumerated that India’s youth needs 
more opportunities, greater choices, better 
infrastructure and enhanced safety and security. 
While expressing that hope, the President has 
also enumerated the anxieties faced by the 
country. The greatest anxiety-expressed by 
the hon. President is the slowing down our 
economic growth.  

We have to find out the reason for this slowing 
economic growth. As an over-protected 
economy, for the first three decades, India’s 
growth rate was a dismal 2.5 per cent or 3 
per cent. After that, we began developing 
into a modern economy. In 1991, we started 
that process of modernization. From 1991, 
onwards, India’s destiny was decided by the 
liberal economic policies. We were at 3.5 per 
cent growth rate and we reached at 10.1 per 
cent. The UPA-I and the UPA-II are responsible 
for raising the growth rate. In the Eleventh 
Plan period, we could achieve an average 
growth rate of eight per cent. The reason for 
our slowing economy is that India cannot 
remain isolated in a global world. Whatever 
happens in other countries, we are also affected. 
Europe is facing a recession. All the emerging 
economies are slowing down. The government 
has responded to the situation with several 
measures. The opposition needs to come out 
with constructive criticism of the government 
and help it to overcome the problem like 
corruption. The opposition criticize us on 
policy parleys and lack of proper functioning 
but they need to support the effort of the 
government on financial inclusion. ADHAR 
is the direction of financial inclusion. It is also 
said that alongwith the slowing down of the 
economy price rise is not arrested. Effective 
steps are taken by this Government or not, that 
is to be examined. Today, there is a moderation 
in the core inflation. This Government is also 
very conscious that 5.3 per cent, the present 
fiscal deficit today, should be contained. 
The performance of India at the agriculture 
front wherein India is the largest producer 
of wheat, rice and milk, flies at the face of 
those who criticize the government of policy 
paralyses. In the midst of a crisis situation, 
the hon. President has enumerated many of 
the flagship programmes which are being 
implemented by the Government. While the 
opposition is accusing the Government for 

policy paralysis, the whole world is looking 
at. India implementing the most important 
poverty eradication programme MGNREGA. 
We have also implemented programme like 
JNNURM, IAY, Rajiv Gandhi Awas Yojana 
to, take care of housing needs of the people 
and other welfare schemes like – Rural Water 
Supply Scheme, Total Sanitation Scheme, Old 
Age Pension Scheme, etc. Under the Mid-day-
Meal Scheme, eleven crore children are being 
fed. The President Address also mentioned that 
polio is completely eradicated from the face of 
India. This shows our fight against contagious 
diseases and health hazards. 

India, probably, is emerging as a model for 
the whole world. In regard to infrastructure 
development, the Government has constituted 
a Cabinet Committee. India is a destination 
for investment for the whole world. The fears 
about FDI in retail are misplaced. The most 
successful economic system in the world is 
free trade and capitalism and the world is 
moving towards it. Left and other parties had 
been fomenting misplaced fears in the minds 
of people regarding economic liberalization 
but the time has proved pro-reforms steps 
of the UPA Government right. They should 
understand that this country has to adopt 
policies which are for the world. Under Rajiv 
Gandhi Vidyutikaran Yojana, 2,85,000 villages 
were electrified in the last 10 years. The security 
situation in the country is improving, for 
example, in Jammu & Kashmir or the Northeast 
States. We have some proud moments in this 
country. The PSLV programme developed by 
our scientists is an envy of the developed world 
today. Today, we are launching satellites with 
our own rocket launching system. The Bill to 
set up a Nuclear Safety Regulatory Authority is 
before this Parliament. The President’s Speech 
gives an optimistic and realistic picture of 
this country. This speech is a roadmap for the 
UPA Government to take this country to a 
better tomorrow. I hope this august House will 
unanimously support this Motion of Thanks 
which I have moved before this House.

sECondEr

dr. gIrIJA vYAs seconding the Motion of 
Thanks on the President’s Address moved by 
Shri P.C. Chacko, said: The UPA-I or the UPA-
II has acted as per the promises made to the 
people of this country. The UPA Government 
has allocated Rs.32900 crore additional to the 
states and Union Territories during 2011-12. 
The inflation rate has come down to 6.62 per 
cent in January, 2013. The poverty has come 
down sharply during the UPA regime. There 
has been increase in the agriculture growth 
rate and production of foodgrains. Under the 

In ThE PArlIAMEnT

MNREGA out of 
each four houses, 
one house has been 
covere d .  Whi le 
laying emphasis on 
education, Right 
to Education Act 
has been enacted 
to  provide  f ree 
and compulsory 
e d u c a t i o n  t o 
children. New central universities and IITs 
have been opened for higher education. The 
Government has done unprecedented work 
for the empowerment of SCs/STs/OBCs and 
minority communities. The UPA Government 
is committed to fully eradicate corruption. Our 
growth rate is 7 per cent at present despite 
global slowdown. Several other sectors have 
also witnessed increase in growth rate. There 
has been some reduction in naxalite violence. 
As per the report of American agency, India 
ranks four in terms of terrorist threat and 
terrorist attacks. We will have to accept this 
fact and find measures to tackle the terrorism. 
Our Parliament, particularly, we all have a 
responsibility to find measures for dealing with 
this menace. There are five essential pillars to 
tackle the scourge of terrorism. First is need 
of a stringent law, second is coordination 
between police and other agencies, third is 
alertness of Government and public at large, 
fourth is role of civil society and fifth is role 
of media. The media should observe restraint 
while reporting terrorist incidents. Secularism 
is the identity of our culture. Indian culture 
encompasses all religions. We are all one 
irrespective of our different ways of worship. 
Someone has to check the responsibility to wipe 
out communalism. I wish that the Parliament 
become capable to bear this responsibility. 

The Government is seriously concerned 
about the sexual crimes against women. On 
the basis of the recommendations of Justice 
J. Verma Committee, the Government has 
issued an Ordinance by amending the Criminal 
Procedure Code. When it is introduced in 
the House in the form of a Bill, it should be 
passed.  Rajya Sabha has passed the ‘Sexual 
Harassment of Women at Work’ Bill yesterday 
which was already passed by the Lok Sabha. 
The Government has taken up this issue with all 
the seriousness and the Bill will be introduced 
again on the basis of Verma Commission’s 
Report and that should be passed. It is the duty 
of the Government to protect and empower 
the women. The Government is committed to 
this cause and we should cooperate with it. I 
would like to request the Government not to be 
afraid of criticism. All of us should contribute 
to nation building. v

dr. girija vyas
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Global economic growth slowed from 3.9 percent in 2011 to 
3.2 percent in 2012. India is part of the global economy: our 
exports and imports amount to 43 percent of GDP and two-

way external sector transactions have risen to 108 percent of GDP. 
We are not unaffected by what happens in the rest of the world and 
our economy too has slowed after 2010-11. In the current year, the 
CSO has estimated growth at 5 percent while the RBI has estimated 
growth at 5.5 percent. Whatever may be the final estimate, it will be 
below India’s potential growth rate of 8 percent. Getting back to that 
growth rate is the challenge that faces the country.

However, there is no reason for gloom or pessimism. Even now, of the 
large countries of the world, only China and Indonesia are growing 
faster than India in 2012-13. And in 2013-14, if we grow at the rate 
projected by many forecasters, only China will grow faster than 
India.  Between 2004 and 2008, and again in 2009-10 and 2010-11, 
the growth rate was over 8 percent and, in fact, crossed 9 percent in 
four of those six years. The average for the 11th Plan period, entirely 
under the UPA Government, was 8 percent, the highest ever in any 
Plan period. Achieving high growth, therefore, is not a novelty or 
beyond our capacity. We have done it before and we can do it again.

The Indian economy is challenged, but their is confidence that, 
with cooperation, we will get out of the trough and get on to the 
high growth path. 

Our goal is ‘higher growth leading to inclusive and sustainable 
development’. That is the mool mantra.

Growth is a necessary condition and we must unhesitatingly embrace 
growth as the highest goal. It is growth that will lead to inclusive 
development, without growth there will be neither development 
nor inclusiveness. However, I may sound a note of caution. Owing 
to the plurality and diversity of India, and centuries of neglect, 
discrimination and deprivation, many sections of the people will 
be left behind if we do not pay special attention to them. As Joseph 
Stiglitz, Nobel prize-winning economist, said, “There is a compelling 
moral case for equity; but it is also necessary if there is to be sustained 
growth. A country’s most important resource is its people.” We have 
examples of States growing at a fast rate, but leaving behind women, 
the scheduled castes, the scheduled tribes, the minorities, and some 

backward classes. The UPA does not accept that model. The UPA 
Government believes in inclusive development, with emphasis on 
improving human development indicators. I hope this Budget will 
be yet another testimony to that commitment.

Key Features of Budget 2013-2014
The Economy And The Challenges
•	 Getting back to potential growth rate of 8 percent is the challenge 

facing the country.
•	 Slowdown in Indian economy has to be seen in the context of 

slowing global economic growth from 3.9 per cent in 2011 to 
3.2 per cent in 2012.

•	 However, no reason for gloom or pessimism. Of the large 
countries of the world only China and Indonesia growing faster 
than India in 2012-13. In 2013-14, only China projected to grow 
faster than India.

•	 Between 2004 and 2008 and again in 2009-10 and 2010-11 the 
growth rate was over 8 per cent and crossed 9 per cent in four 
of those six years.

•	 11th Plan period had average growth rate of 8 percent, highest 
during any Plan period, entirely under the UPA Government.

•	 High growth rate can again be achieved through cooperation.
•	 Higher growth leading to inclusive and sustainable development’ 

to be the mool mantra.
•	 Government believes in inclusive development with emphasis on 

improving human development indicators specially of women, 
the scheduled castes, the scheduled tribes, the minorities and 
some backward classes. This Budget to be a testimony to that 
commitment.

Fiscal deficit, Current Account deficit and Inflation
•	 The purpose of Budget to create economic space and find 

resources to achieve the objective of inclusive development.
•	 Dr Vijay Kelkar Committee made its recommendations to 

Government in September 2012. A new fiscal consolidation 
path with fiscal deficit at 5.3 per cent of GDP this year and 4.8 
per cent of GDP in 2013-14 announced by the Government.

•	 Foreign investment in an imperative in view of the high current 
account deficit (CAD). FII, FDI and ECB three main source of 
CAD Financing. Foreign investment that is consistent with our 

BuDGET 2013-14
ExTRACTs fROM ThE fInAnCE MInIsTER’s  BuDGET 

sPEECh On 28Th fEBRuARy, 2013 AT PARLIAMEnT hOusE, 
nEw DELhI.
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economic objectives to be encouraged. 
•	 Development must be economically and ecologically sustainable 

and democratically legitimate.
•	 Battle against inflation must be fought on all fronts. Efforts in 

the past few months have brought down headline WPI inflation 
to about 7 per cent and core inflation to about 4.2 percent.

•	 Food inflation is worrying but all possible steps to be taken to 
augment the supply side to meet the growing demand for food 
items.

•	 Government expenditure has both good and bad consequences 
and trick is to find the correct level of Government expenditure.

•	 Faced with huge fiscal deficit, Government expenditure 
rationalized in 2012-13.

•	 Some economic space retrieved. Space to be used to further 
Government’s socioeconomic objectives.

The Plan And Budgetary Allocations
•	 Revised Estimates (RE) of the expenditure in 2012-13 at 96 per 

cent of the Budget Estimates (BE) due to slowdown and austerity 
measures.

•	 During 2013-14, BE of total expenditure of ̀ 16,65,297 crore and 
of Plan Expenditure at `5,55,322 crore.

•	 Plan Expenditure in 2013-14 to grow at 29.4 per cent over 
Revised Estimates for the current year.

•	 All flagship programmes fully and adequately funded and 
sufficient funds provided to each Ministry or Department 
consistent with their capacity to spend funds.

•	 Budget for 2013-14 to have one overarching goal of creating 
opportunities for our youth to acquire education and skills that 
will get them decent jobs or self employment.

sC, sT, Women and Children
•	 Allocations for Scheduled Caste Sub Plan and Tribal Sub Plan 

increased substantially over the allocations of the current year. 
Funds allocated to these Sub Plans cannot be diverted.

•	 `97,134 crore allocated for programmes relating to women and 
`77,236 crore allocated for programmes relating to children.

•	 Ministry of Women and Child Development to design schemes 
that will address the concerns of women belonging to the most 
vulnerable groups, including single women and widows. An 
additional sum of `200 crore proposed to be provided to the 
Ministry to begin work.

Minorities
•	 An increase of 12 per cent over the BE and 60 per cent over the 

RE of 2012-13 to Ministry of Minority Affairs. 
•	 Allocation of `160 crore to the corpus of Maulana Azad 

Education Foundation to raise its corpus to ̀ 1,500 crore during 
12th Plan period. 

disabled Persons
•	 A sum of `110 crore to the Department of Disablity Affairs for 

ADIP scheme in 2013-14 against RE 2012-13 of `75 crore.

health and Education
•	 Health for all and education to all remains priority.
•	 `37,330 crore allocated to the Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare.
•	 New National Health Mission will get an allocation of `21,239 

crore.

•	 `4,727 crore for medical education, training and research.
•	 `150 crore provided for National Programme for the Health 

Care of Elderly.
•	 Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy are being 

mainstreamed. Allocation of `1,069 crore to Department of 
AYUSH.

•	 `1,650 crore allocated for six AIIMS-like institutions.
•	 Allocation of ̀ 65,867 crore to the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development, an increase of 17 perent over the RE of the current 
year.

•	 `27,258 crore provided for Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan (SSA).
•	 An increase of 25.6 per cent over RE of the current year for 

investments in Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA).
•	 `5,284 crore allocated to Ministries/Departments in 2013-14 for 

scholarships to students belonging to SC, ST, OBC, Minorities 
and girl children.

•	 Mid Day Meal Scheme (MDM) to be provided `13,215 crore.
•	 Government committed to the creation of Nalanda University 

as a centre of educational excellence.

ICds
•	 `17,700 crore allocated for ICDS in 2013-14 representing an 

increase of 11.7 per cent over 2012-13.
•	 Allocation of `300 crore in 2013-14 for a multi-sectoral 

programme aimed at overcoming maternal and child 
malnutrition. Programme to be implemented in 100 districts 
during 2013-14 to be scaled to cover 200 districts the year after.

drinking Water
•	 ‘15,260 crore allocated to Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation.
•	 `1,400 crore provided for setting-up of water purification plants 

in 2000 arsenic and 12000 fluoride-affected rural habitations.

rural development
•	 Allocation of `80,194 crore in 2013-14 for Ministry of Rural 

Development marking an increase of 46% over RE 2012-13.
•	 Proposal to carve out PMGSY-II and allocate a portion of the 

funds to the new programme that will benefit States such as 
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Punjab 
and Rajasthan.

JnnUrM
•	 `14,873 crore for JNNURM in BE 13-14 as against RE of ̀ 7,383 

crore. Out of this, a significant portion will be used to support 
the purchase of upto 10,000 buses, especially by the hill States.

Agriculture
•	 Average annual growth rate of agriculture and allied sector was 

3.6% during XI Plan against 2.5% and 2.4% in IX and X plans 
respectively.

•	 In 2012-13, total food-grain production will be over 250 million 
tonnes. Minimum support price for every agricultural produce 
has increased significantly under the UPA Government.

•	 `27,049 crore allocated to Ministry of Agriculture, an increase 
of 22 per cent over the RE of current year.

•	 Agricultural research provided `3,415 crore.

Agricultural Credit
•	 For 2013-14, target of agricultural credit kept at `7 lakh crore.
•	 Interest subvention scheme for short-term crop loans to be 

UnIon BUdgET
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continued scheme extended for crop loans borrowed from 
private sector scheduled commercial banks.

green revolution
•	 Bringing green revolution to eastern India a remarkable success. 

`1,000 crore allocated in 2013-14.
•	 `500 crore allocated to start a programme of crop diversification 

that would promote technological innovation and encourage 
farmers to choose crop alternatives.

•	 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana and National Food Security 
Mission provided `9,954 crore and `2,250 crore respectively.

•	 Allocation for integrated watershed programme increased from 
`3,050 crore in 2012-13 (BE) to `5,387 crore.

•	 Allocation made for pilots programme on Nutri-Farms for 
introducing new crop varieties that are rich in micro-nutrients.

•	 National Institute of Biotic Stress Management for addressing 
plant protection issues will be established at Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

•	 The Indian Institute of Agricultural Bio-technology will be 
established at Ranchi, Jharkhand.

•	 Pilot scheme to replant and rejuvenate coconut gardens 
implemented in some districts of Kerala and the Andaman & 
Nicobar extended to entire State of Kerala.

Farmer Producer organizations
•	 Matching equity grants to registered Farmer Producer 

Organization (FPO) upto a maximum of `10 lakhs per FPO 
to enable them to leverage working capital from financial 
institutons.

•	 Credit Guarantee Fund to be created in the Small Farmers’Agri 
Business Corporation with an initial corpus of `100 crore.

national livestock Mission
•	 National Livestock Mission to be set up.
•	 A provision of `307 crore made for the Mission.

Food security
•	 Additional provision of ̀ 10,000 crore for National Food Security 

Act.

InvEsTMEnT, InFrAsTrUCTUrE And IndUsTrY
•	 Communication with investors to be improved to remove any 

apprehension or distrust, including fears about undue regulatory 
burden.

•	 Need of new and innovative instruments to mobilize funds for 
investment in  infrastructure sector. Measures such as:

* Infrastructure Debt Funds (IDF) to be encouraged,

*  IIFCL to offer credit enhancement.

*  Infrastructure tax-free bond of `50,000 crore in 2013-14,

*  Build roads in North eastern states and connect them to 
Myanmar with assistance from WB & ADB, * Raising corpus 
of Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) to `20,000 
crore and

* `5,000 crore to NABARD to finance construction for 
warehousing. Window to Panchayats to finance construction 
of godowns.

road Construction
•	 A regulatory authority for road sector.
•	 3000 kms of road projects in Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh will be awarded in 
the first six months of 2013-14.

Cabinet Committee on Investment
•	 The Cabinet Committee on Investment (CCI) has been set up. 

Decisions have been taken in respect of a number of gas, power 
and coal projects.

new Investment
•	 Companies investing ̀ 100 crore or more in plant and machinery 

during the period 1.4.2013 to 31.3.2015 will be entitled to deduct 
an investment allowance of 15 per cent of the investment.

•	 Incentives to semiconductor wafer fab manufacturing facilities, 
including zero Customs duty for plant and machinery.

savings

•	 Need to incentivise greater savings by household sector in 
financial instrumnets.

Following measures proposed:

* Rajiv Gandhi Equity Savings Scheme to be liberalised.
* Additional deduction of interest upto `1 lakh for a person 

taking first home loan upto `25 lakh during period 1.4.2013 to 
31.3.2014.

* In consultation with RBI, instruments protecting savings from 
inflationto be introduced.

Industrial Corridors
•	 Plans for seven new cities have been finalised and work on two 

new smart industrial cities at Dholera, Gujarat and Shendra 
Bidkin, Maharashtra will start during 2013-14

•	 Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) to be provided 
additional funds during 2013-14 within the share of the 
Government of India in the overall outlay, if required.

•	 Chennai Bengaluru Industrial Corridor to be developed.
•	 Preparatory work has started for Bengaluru Mumbai Industrial 

Corridor.

leh-Kargil Transmission line
•	 Government to construct a transmission system from Srinagar 

to Leh at a cost of `1,840 crore.
Ports
•	 Two new major ports will be established in Sagar, West Bengal 

and in Andhra
•	 Pradesh to add 100 million tonnes of capacity.
•	 A new outer harbour to be developed in the VOC port at 

Thoothukkudi,
•	 Tamil Nadu through PPP at an estimated cost of `7,500 crore.

national Waterways
•	 A bill to declare the Lakhipur-Bhanga stretch of river Barak in 

Assam as the sixth national waterway to be moved in Parliament. 
•	 Preparatory work underway to build a grid connecting 

waterways, roads and ports.

oil and gas
•	 A policy to encourage exploration and production of shale gas 

will be announced.
•	 The 5 MMTPA LNG terminal in Dabhol, Maharashtra will be 

fully operational in 2013-14.

Coal
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•	 In the medium to long term need to reduce our dependence 
on imported coal. One way forward is to devise a PPP policy 
framework with Coal India Limited as one of the partners.

•	 Ministry of Coal to announce Government’s policies in due 
course.

Power
•	 Guidelines regarding financial restructuring of DISCOMS 

have been announced.  State Government urged to prepare 
the financial restructuring plan, quickly sign MoU and take 
advantage of the scheme.

Micro, small and Medium Enterprises
•	 Benefits or preferences enjoyed by MSME to continue upto three 

years after they grow out of this category.
•	 Refinancing capacity of SIDBI raised to `10,000 crore.
•	 Another sum of `100 crore provided to India Microfinance 

Equity Fund.
•	 A corpus of `500 crore to SIDBI to set up a Credit Guarantee 

Fund for factoring.
•	 A sum of `2,200 crore during the 12th Plan period to set up 15 

additional Tool
•	 Rooms and Technology Development Centres with World Bank 

assistance.
•	 Ministry of Corporate Affairs to notify that funds provided to 

technology incubators located within academic Institutions and 
approved by the Ministry of Science and Technology or Ministry 
of MSME will qualify as CSR expenditure.

Textiles
•	 Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (TUFS) to continue in 

12th Plan with an investment target of `1,51,000 crore.
•	 Allocation of `50 crore to Ministry of Textile to incentivise 

setting up Apparel Parks within the SITPs to house apparel 
manufacturing units.

•	 A new scheme called the Integrated Processing Development 
Scheme will be implemented in the 12th Plan to address the 
environmental concerns of the textile industry.

•	 Working capital and term loans at a concessional interest of 6 
per cent to handloom sector.

•	 Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries 
(SFURTI) extended to 800 clusters during the 12th Plan.

Foreign Trade
•	 Support to measures to be taken to boost exports of goods and 

services.

FInAnCIAl sECTor
•	 A standing Council of Experts to be constituted in the Ministry 

of Finance to analyse the international competitiveness of the 
Indian financial sector.

Banking
•	 Compliance of public sector banks with Basel III regulations to 

be ensured. `14,000 crore provided in BE 2013-14 for infusing 
capital.

•	 All branches of public sector banks to have ATM by 31.3.2014.
•	 Proposal to set up India’s first Women’s Bank as a public sector 

bank. Provision of `1,000 crore as initial capital.
•	 `6,000 crore to Rural Housing Fund in 2013-14.
•	 National Housing Bank to set up Urban Housing Fund. `2,000 

crore to be provided to the fund in 2013-14.

Insurance
•	 A multi-pronged approach to increase the penetration of 

insurance, both life and general, in the country.
•	 Number of proposals finalized, in consultation with IRDA such 

as empowering insurance companies to open branches in Tier-
II cities and below without prior approval of IRDA, KYC of 
banks to be sufficient to acquire insurance policies, banks to be 
permitted to act as insurance brokers, banking correspondent 
allowed to sell micro-insurance products and achieving the goal 
of having an office of LIC and an office of at least one public 
sector general insurance company in towns with population of 
10,000 or more.

•	 Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana to be extended to other 
categories such as rickshaw, auto-rickshaw and taxi drivers, 
sanitation workers, rag pickers and mine workers.

•	 A comprehensive social security package to be evolved for 
unorganized sector by facilitating convergence among different 
schemes.

Capital Market
•	 Proposal to amend the SEBI Act, to strengthen the regulator, 

under consideration.
•	 Number of proposal finalised in consultation with SEBI.
•	 Designated depository participants, authorized by SEBI, may 

register different classes of portfolio investors, subject to 
compliance with KYC guidelines.

* SEBI will simplify the procedures and prescribe uniform 
registration and other norms for entry for foreign portfolio 
investors.

* Rule that, where an investor has a stake of 10 per cent or less in 
a company, it will be treated as FII and, where an investor has a 
stake of more than 10 per cent, it will be treated as FDI will be 
laid.

* FIIs will be permitted to participate in the exchange traded 
currency derivative segment to the extent of their Indian rupee 
exposure in India.

* FIIs will also be permitted to use their investment in corporate 
bonds and Government securities as collateral to meet their 
margin requirements.

* SEBI to prescribed requirement for angel investor pools by which 
they can be recognized as Category I AIF venture capital funds.

* Small and medium enterprises, to be permitted to list on the 
SME exchange without being required to make an initial public 
offer (IPO).

* Stock exchanges to be allowed to introduce a dedicated debt 
segment on the exchange.

EnvIronMEnT
•	 Support to municipalities that will implement waste-to-energy 

projects.
•	 Government to provide low interest bearing fund from the 

National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF) to IREDA to on-lend to 
viable renewable energy projects.

•	 ‘Generation-based incentive’ reintroduced for wind energy 
projects and ` 800 crore allocated for this purpose.

oThEr ProPosAls
Backward regions grant Fund
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•	 New criteria for determining backwardness to be evolved and 
reflect them in future planning and devolution of funds.

skill development
•	 Target of skilling 50 million people in the 12th Plan period, 

including 9 million in 2013-14.

defence
•	 Allocation for Defence increased to `2,03,672 crore including 

`86,741 crore for capital expenditure.
•	 Constraints not to come in the way of providing any addition 

requirement for the security of nation.

science and Technology
•	 Despite constraints substantial enhancements given to Science 

and Technology, Space and Atomic Energy.
•	 `200 crore to be set apart to fund organizations that will scale 

up S&T innovations and make these products available to the 
people.

Institutions of Excellence
 A grant of ‘100 crore each made to 4 institution of excellence.

sports
•	 National Institute of Sports Coaching to be set up at Patiala at 

a cost of `250 crore over a period of three years.

Broadcasting
•	 All cities having a population of more than 1,00,000 will be 

covered by private FM radio services.

Panchayati raj
•	 Augmentation in the Budget allocation of Rajiv Gandhi 

Panchayat Sashaktikaran  Abhiyan (RGPSA) to `455 crore in 
2013-14. An additional `200 crore proposed to be provided.

Post offices
•	 An ambitious IT driven project to modernize the postal network 

at a cost of `4,909 crore. Post offices to become part of the core 
banking solution and offer real time banking services.

ghadar Memorial
•	 Government to fund the conversion of the Ghadar Memorial in 

San Francisco into a museum and library.

Central schemes
•	 Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) and Additional Central 

Assistance (ACA) Schemes to be restructured into 70 schemes. 
Central fund for the schemes to be given to the States as part of 
central plan assistance. 

Three promises
•	 Promises made to woman, youth and poor.
v We stand in solidarity with our girl children and women. And 

we pledge to do everything possible to empower them and to 
keep them safe and secure. A fund - “Nirbhaya Fund” - to be 
setup with Government contribution of ` 1,000 crore.

v Youth to be motivated to voluntarily join skill development 
programmes. National Skill Development Corporation to set 
the curriculum and standards for training in different skills. 
`1000 crore set apart for this scheme.

v To the poor of India direct benefit transfer scheme will be 
rolled out throughout the country during the term of the UPA 
Government with the motive “Äapka paisa aapke haath”.

Budget Estimates
•	 Plan expenditure is placed at `5,55,322 crore.

•	 Non Plan Expenditure is estimated at `11,09,975 crore.
•	 Fiscal deficit for the current year contained at 5.2 per cent and 

for the year 2013- 14 at 4.8 per cent.
•	 Revenue deficit for the current year at 3.9 per cent and for the 

year 2013-14 at 3.3 per cent.
•	 By 2016-17 fiscal deficit to be brought down to 3 per cent, 

revenue deficit to 1.5 per cent and effective revenue deficit to 
zero per cent.

PArT B — TAX ProPosAls
•	 Clarity in tax laws, a stable tax regime, a non-adversarial tax 

administration, a fair mechanism for dispute resolution and 
independent judiciary for greater assurance is underlying theme 
of tax proposals.

•	 Tax Administration Reforms Commission to be set up.
•	 In short term need to reclaim peak of 11.9 per cent of tax GDP 

ratio achieved in 2007-08.

dIrECT TAXEs
•	 Little room to give away tax revenues or raise tax rates in a 

constrained economy.
•	 No case to revise either the slabs or the rates of Personal Income 

Tax. Even a moderate increase in the threshold exemption will 
put hundreds of thousands of Tax Payers outside Tax Net.

•	 However, relief for Tax Payers in the first bracket of `2 lakhs to 
`5 lakhs. A tax credit of  ̀ 2000 to every person with total income 
upto `5 lakhs.

•	 Surcharge of 10 percent on persons (other than companies) 
whose taxable income exceed `1 crore to augment revenues.

•	 Increase surcharge from 5 to 10 percent on domestic companies 
whose taxable income exceed `10 crore.

•	 In case of foreign companies who pay a higher rate of corporate 
tax, surcharge to increase from 2 to 5 percent, if the taxabale 
income exceeds `10 crore.

•	 In all other cases such as dividend distribution tax or tax on 
distributed income, current surcharge increased from 5 to 10 
percent.

•	 Additional surcharges to be in force for only one year.
•	 Education cess to continue at 3 percent.
•	 Permissible premium rate increased from 10 percent to 15 

percent of the sum assured by relaxing eligibility conditions of 
life insurance policies for persons suffering from disability and 
certain ailments.

•	 Contributions made to schemes of Central and State 
Governments similar to Central Government Health Scheme, 
eligible for section 80D of the Income tax Act.

•	 Donations made to National Children Fund eligible for 100 
percent deduction.

•	 Investment allowance at the rate of 15 percent to manufacturing 
companies that invest more than `100 crore in plant and 
machinery during the period 1.4.2013 to 31.3.2015.

•	 ‘Eligible date’ for projects in the power sector to avail benefit 
under Section 80- IA extended from 31.3.2013 to 31.3.2014.

•	 Concessional rate of tax of 15 percent on dividend received 
by an Indian company from its foreign subsidiary proposed to 
continue for one more year.

•	 Securitisation Trust to be exempted from Income Tax. Tax to 
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be levied at specified rates only at the time of distribution of 
income for companies, individual or HUF etc. No further tax 
on income received by investors from the Trust.

•	 Investor Protection Fund of depositories exempt from Income-
tax in some cases.

•	 Parity in taxation between IDF-Mutual Fund and IDF-NBFC.
•	 A Category I AIF set up as Venture capital fund allowed pass 

through status under Income-tax Act.
•	 TDS at the rate of 1 percent on the value of the transfer of 

immovable properties where consideration exceeds `50 lakhs. 
Agricultural land to be exempted.

•	 A final withholding tax at the rate of 20 percent on profits 
distributed by unlisted companies to shareholders through 
buyback of shares.

•	 Proposal to increase the rate of tax on payments by way of royalty 
and fees for technical services to non-residents from 10 percent 
to 25 percent.

•	 Reductions made in rates of Securities Transaction Tax in respect 
of certain transaction.

•	 Proposal to introduce Commodity Transaction Tax (CTT) in a 
limited way. Agricultural commodities will be exempted.

•	 Modified provisions of GAAR will come into effect from 
1.4.2016.

•	 Rules on Safe Harbour will be issued after examing the reports 
of the Rangachary Committee appointed to look into tax matters 
relating to Development Centres & IT Sector and Safe Harbour 
rules for a number of sectors.

•	 Fifth large tax payer unit to open at Kolkata shortly.
•	 A number of administrative measures such as extension of 

refund banker system to refund more than ̀ 50,000, technology 
based processing, extension of e-payment through more banks 
and expansion in the scope of annual information returns by 
Income-tax Department.

Indirect Taxes
•	 No change in the normal rates of 12 percent for excise duty and 

service tax.
•	 No change in the peak rate of basic customs duty of 10 percent 

for non-agricultural products.

Customs
•	 Period of concession available for specified part of electric and 

hybrid vehicles extended upto 31 March 2015.
•	 Duty on specified machinery for manufacture of leather and 

leather goods including footwear reduced from 7.5 to 5 percent.
•	 Duty on pre-forms precious and semi-precious stones reduced 

from 10 to 2 percent.
•	 Export duty on de-oiled rice bran oil cake withdrawn.
•	 Duty of 10 percent on export of unprocessed ilmenite and 5 

percent on export on ungraded ilmenite.
•	 Concessions to air craft maintenance, repair and overhaul 

(MRO) industry.
•	 Duty on Set Top Boxes increased from 5 to10 percent.
•	 Duty on raw silk increased from 5 to 15 percent.
•	 Duties on Steam Coal and Bituminous Coal equalized and 2 

percent custom duty and 2 percent CVD levied on both kinds 

coal.
•	 Duty on imported luxury goods such as high end motor vehicles, 

motor cycles, yachts and similar vessels increased.
•	 Duty free gold limit increased to `50,000 in case of male 

passenger and `1,00,000 in case of a female passenger subject 
to conditions.

Excise duty
•	 Relief to readymade garment industry. In case of cotton, zero 

excise duty at fiber stage also. In case of spun yarn made of man 
made fiber, duty of 12 percent at the fiber stage.

•	 Handmade carpets and textile floor coverings of coir and jute 
totally exempted from excise duty.

•	 To provide relief to ship building industry, ships and vessels 
exempted from excise duty. No CVD on imported ships and 
vessels.

•	 Specific excise duty on cigarettes increased by about 18 percent. 
Similar increase on cigars, cheroots and cigarillos.

•	 Excise duty on SUVs increased from 27 to 30 percent. Not 
applicable for SUVs registered as taxies.

•	 Excise duty on marble increased from ‘30 per square meter to 
`60 per square meter.

•	 Proposals to levy 4 percent excise duty on silver manufactured 
from smelting zinc or lead.

•	 Duty on mobile phones priced at more than ‘2000 raised to 6 
percent.

•	 MRP based assessment in respect of branded medicaments of 
Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha, Homeopathy and bio-chemic systems 
of medicine to reduce valuation disputes.

service Tax
•	 Maintain stability in tax regime.
•	 Vocational courses offered by institutes affiliated to the State 

Council of Vocational Training and testing activities in relation 
to agricultural produce also included in the negative list for 
service tax.

•	 Exemption of Service Tax on copyright on cinematography 
limited to films exhibited in cinema halls.

•	 Proposals to levy Service Tax on all air conditioned restaurant.
•	 For homes and flats with a carpet area of 2,000 sq.ft. or more or 

of a value of ‘1 crore or more, which are high-end constructions, 
where the component of services is greater, rate of abatement 
reduced from from 75 to 70 percent.

•	 Out of nearly 17 lakh registered assesses under Service Tax 
only 7 lakhs file returns regularly. Need to motivate them 
to file returns and pay tax dues. A onetime scheme called 
‘voluntary Compliance Encouragement scheme’ proposed to 
be introduced. Defaulter may avail of the scheme on condition 
that he files truthful declaration of Service Tax dues since 1st 
October 2007.

•	 Tax proposals on Direct Taxes side estimated to yield to ̀ 13,300 
crore and on the Indirect Tax side `4,700 crore.

good and services Tax
•	 A sum of ̀ 9,000 crore towards the first installment of the balance 

of CST compensation provided in the budget.
•	 Work on draft GST Constitutional amendment bill and GST law 

expected to be taken forward.
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net exports declining, India’s balance of payments has come under 
pressure. Moreover, in the current fiscal, foreign exchange reserves 
have fluctuated between US$ 286 billion and US$ 295.6 billion, 
while the rupee remained volatile in the range of Rs 53.02 to Rs 
54.78 per US dollar during October 2012 to January 2013. 

The survey had a special chapter focusing on jobs. The future 
holds promise for India provided we can seize the “demographic 
dividend” as nearly half the additions to the Indian labour force over 
the period 2011-30 will be in the age group 30-49. India is creating 
jobs in industry but mainly in low productivity construction and 
not enough formal jobs in manufacturing, which typically are 
higher productivity. The high productivity service sector is also 
not creating enough jobs. As the number of people looking for jobs 
rises, both because of the population dividend and because share 
of agriculture shrinks, these vulnerabilities will become important. 
Because good jobs are both the pathway to growth as well as the 
best form of inclusion, India has to think of ways of enabling their 
creation.

The survey calls for a widening of the tax base, and prioritization 
of expenditure as key ingredients of a credible medium term 
fiscal consolidation plan. This along with demand compression 
and augmented agricultural production should lead to lower 
inflation, giving the RBI the requisite flexibility to reduce policy 
rates. Lower interest rates could provide an additional fillip to 
investment activity for the industry and services sectors, especially 
if some of the regulatory, bureaucratic, and financial impediments 
to investment are eased. On financial sector reform, it takes note 
of the high level of gross NPAs (non-performing assets) of the 
banking sector which increased from 2.36 percent of the total credit 
advanced in March 2011 to 3.57 percent of total credit advanced 
in September 2012. The survey suggests that revival of growth 
will help contain NPAs, but more attention will have to be paid 
to whether projects are adequately capitalized up front given the 
risks. Expenditure on social services also increased considerably 
in the 12th Plan, with the education sector accounting for the 

Indian economy is likely to grow between 6.1% to 6.7% in 
2013-14 as the downturn is more or less over and the economy 
is looking up. Following the slowdown induced by the global 

financial crisis in 2008-09, the Indian economy responded strongly 
to fiscal and monetary stimulus and achieved a growth rate of 8.6 
per cent and 9.3 per cent respectively in 2009-10 and 2010-11, 
but due to a combination of both external and domestic factors, 
the economy decelerated growing at 6.2% and an estimated 5% in 
2011-12 and 2012-13 respectively. The Economic Survey 2012-13, 
presented by the Finance Minister Shri P. Chidambaram in the Lok 
Sabha predicts that the global economy is also likely to recover in 
2013 and various government measures will help in improving 
the Indian economy’s outlook for 2013-14. While India’s recent 
slowdown is partly rooted in external causes, domestic causes are 
also important. The slowdown in the rate of growth of services in 
2011-12 at 8.2%, and particularly in 2012-13 to 6.6 percent from 
the double-digit growth of the previous six years, contributed 
significantly to slowdown in the overall growth of the economy, 
while some slowdown could also be attributed to the lower growth 
in agriculture and industrial activities. But despite the slowdown, 
the services sector has shown more resilience to worsening external 
conditions than agriculture and industry. For improved agricultural 
growth, the survey underlines the need for stable and consistent 
policies where markets play an appropriate role, private investment 
in infrastructure is stepped up, food price, food stock management 
and food distribution improves, and a predictable trade policy is 
adopted for agriculture. FDI in retail allowed by the government 
can pave the way for investment in new technology and marketing 
of agricultural produce in India. Fast agricultural growth remains 
vital for jobs, incomes and food security.

The survey points out that the priority for the Government will be to 
fight high inflation by reducing the fiscal impetus to demand as well 
as by focusing on incentivizing food production through measures 
other than price supports. But unlike the previous year, when food 
inflation was mainly driven by higher protein food prices, this year 
the pressure has been coming mainly from cereals. On the Balance 
of Payments and External Position, the survey highlights that with 

ECOnOMIC suRvEy - 2013
More than 6 Per Cent Growth Forecast for Next Fiscal. 

Considerable Enhancement for Social Sector Spending. 

India on Verge of Creating Quality Jobs to Seize ‘Demographic 
Dividend’ 2013 
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The Railway Budget 2013-14 presented 
by the Railway Minister Shri Pawan 
Kumar Bansal in the Parliament lays 

thrust on safety, consolidation, improving 
passenger amenities and fiscal discipline. 

The budget has absorbed the increase in 
passenger tariff due to increase in diesel 
prices but has proposed minor increase in 
supplementary charges for super fast trains 
and Tatkal charges etc. It has proposed FAC-
linked revision in freight tariff only. 

The Budget has proposed working expenses 
of Rs. 96,500 crore against the Gross Traffic 
Receipts of Rs. 1,43,742 crore for the year. 
The Railway Minister has proposed that 
appropriation to the Pension Fund of 
Railway Employees to Rs. 22,000 crore while 
appropriation to Depreciation Reserve Fund 
to Rs. 7,500 crore. With these proposals 
Railways expected to close the year 2013-
14 with a balance of Rs. 12,506 crore in the 
Railway Fund. 

Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal has proposed 
highest ever plan outlay of Rs. 63,363 crore 
for 2013-14 which will be financed through 
Gross Budgetary Support of Rs. 26,000 
crore and internal resources of 14,260 
crore. Market borrowing of Rs.15,103 
crore, Railways share in Road Safety Fund 
of Rs.2000 and Rs.6000 crore will also be 
mobilized through PPP mode to finance 
operations of Railways during the year. 

Due to the financial discipline railways has 
been able to fully repay its loan of Rs. 3,000 
crore and its operating ratio during the 
2013-14 is expected to increase to 87.8% as 
compared to 88.8% in 2011-12. 

RAILwAy BuDGET 2013-14 

The budget has proposed number of 
measures to improve passenger amenities 
including IT enable services for reservations 
and new trains. 

The Minister informed that the Indian 
Railways is set to achieve the milestone of 
entering the select club of railways with over 
1 million ton freight loading. At present, 
only the Chinese, Russian and the US 
Railways have this distinction. The Indian 
Railways have joined another select club of 
railways which run freight trains of more 
than 10,000 tones load.

Highlights of the Railway Budget

· 67 new Express trains to be introduced

· 26 new passenger services, 8 DEMU 
services and 5 MEMU services to be 
introduced

· Run of 57 trains to be extended

· Frequency of 24 trains to be increased

· First AC EMU rake to be introduced on 
Mumbai suburban network in 2013-14

· 72 additional services to be introduced 
in Mumbai and 18 in Kolkata

· Rake length increased from 9 cars to 12 
cars for 80 services in Kolkata and 30 
services in Chennai

· 500 km new lines, 750 km doubling, 450 
km gauge conversion targeted in 2013-
14

· First ever rail link to connect Arunachal 
Pradesh

· Some Railway related activities to come 
under MGNREGA 

· For the first time 347 ongoing projects 

identified as priority projects with the 
committed funding

· Highest ever plan outlay of Rs. 63,363 
crore

· Loan of Rs. 3000 crore repaid fully.

· A new fund-Debt Service Fund set up to 
meet committed liabilities.

· Freight loading of 1047 MT, 40 MT more 
than 2012-13

· Passenger growth 5.2% in 2013-14

· Gross Traffic Receipts – Rs. 1,43,742 
crore i.e. an increase of 18,062 crore over 
RE, 2012-13

· Dividend payment estimated at Rs. 6,249 
crore

· Operating Ratio to be 87.8% in 2013-14

· Supplementary charges for super fast 
trains, reservation fee, clerkage charge, 
cancellation charge and tatkal charge 
marginally increased

· Fuel Adjustment Component linked 
re v i s i on  for  f re i g ht  t ar i f f  to  b e 
implemented from 1stApril 2013

· Enhanced reservation fee abolished

· Elimination of 10797 Level Crossings 
(LC) during the 12th Plan and no 
addition of new LCs henceforth

· Introduction of 160/200 kmph Self 
Propelled Accident Relief Trains

· ‘Aadhar’ to be used for various passenger 
and staff related services

· Internet ticketing from 0030 hours to 
2330 hours

· E-ticketing through mobile phones
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· Project of SMS alerts to passengers 
providing updates on reservation status

· Next –Gen e-ticketing system to be 
rolled out : capable of handling 7200 
tickets per minute against 2000 now, 
1.20 lakh users simultaneously against 
40,000 now

· Introduction of executive lounge at 7 
more stations: Bilaspur, Visakhapatnam, 
Patna,  Nagpur,  Agra ,  Jaipur  and 
Bengaluru

· Introduction of ‘Azadi Express’  to 
connect places associated with freedom 
movement

· Fou r  c omp an i e s  of  wome n  R PF 
personnel set up and another 8 to be 
set up to strengthen the security of 
rain passengers, especially women 
passengers

· 10% RPF vacancies being reserved for 
women

· 1.52 lakh vacancies being filled up this 
year out of which 47000 vacancies have 
been earmarked for weaker sections and 
physically challenged

· Railways to impart skills to the youth in 
railway related trades in 25 locations

· Provision of portable fire extinguishers 
in Guard-cum-Brake Vans, AC Coaches 
and Pantry Cars in all trains

· Pilot project on select trains to facilitate 
passengers to contact on board staff 
through SMS/phone call/e-mail for 
coach cleanliness and real time feedback

· Provision of announcement facility and 
electronic display boards in trains

· Providing free Wi-Fi facilities on several 
trains

· Upgrading 60 stat ions as  Adarsh 
Stations in addition to 980 already 
selected

· Introduction of an ‘Anubhuti’ coach 
in select trains to provide excellent 
ambience and latest faci lit ies and 
services

· 179 escalators and 400 lifts at A-1 and 
other major stations to be installed 
facilitating elderly and differently-abled

· Affixing Braille stickers with layout 
of coaches including toilets, provision 
of wheel chairs and battery operated 
vehicles at more stations and making 

coaches wheel-chair friendly

· C e n t r a l i z e d  C a t e r i n g  S e r v i c e s 
Monitoring Cell set up with a toll free 
number (1800 111 321)

· Complimentary card passes to recipients 
of Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna & Dhyan 
Chand Awards to be valid for travel by 
1st Class/2nd AC

· Complimentary card passes to Olympic 
Medalists and Dronacharya Awardees 
for travel in Rajdhani/Shatabadi Trains

· Travel by Duronoto Trains permitted on 
all card passes issued to sportspersons 
having facility of travel by Rajdhani/
Shatabadi Trains

· Facility of complimentary card passes 
valid in 1st class/2nd AC extended 
to parents of posthumous unmarried 
awardees of Mahavir Chakra,  Vir 
Chakra, Kirti Chakra, Shaurya Chakra, 
President’s Police Medal for Gallantry 
and policy medal for Gallantry

· Policy Gallantry awardees to be granted 
one complimentary pass every year for 
travel along with one companion in 
2ndAC in Rajdhani/Shatabadi Trains

· Passes for freedom f ighters to be 
renewed once in three years instead of 
every year.

· Setting up of six more Rail Neer bottling 
plants at Vijayawada, Nagpur, Lalitpur, 
Bilaspur, Jaipur and Ahmedabad

· Setting up of a multi-disciplinary 
training institute at Nagpur for training 
in rail related electronics technologies

· Setting up of a centralized training 
institute at Secunderabad—Indian 
R a i l w ay s  In s t i tu t e  o f  F i n a n c i a l 
Management

· Five fellowships in national universities 
to be instituted to motivate students 
to study and undertake research on 
Railway related issues at M.Phil and 
Ph.D. levels

· Fund al location for staff  quarters 
enhanced to Rs. 300 crore

· Provision of hostel facilities for single 
women rai lway  employees  at  a l l 
divisional headquarters

· Provision of water closets and air 
conditioners in the locomotive cabs to 
avoid stress being faced by loco pilots v

hIghlIghTs

largest share, followed by health. In the 
11th Plan period nearly 7 lakh crore rupees 
has been spent on the 15 major flagship 
programmes. A number of legislative steps 
have also been taken to secure the rights of 
people, like the RTI, MGNREGA, the Forest 
Rights Act, AND THE Right to Education. 
However, the survey notes that there are 
pressing governance issues like programme 
leakages and funds not reaching the 
targeted beneficiaries that need to be 
addressed. Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
with the help of the Unique Identification 
Number (Aadhaar) can help plug some of 
these leakages. With the 12thPlan’s focus 
on ‘environmental sustainability’, India is 
on the right track. However, the challenge 
for India is to make the key drivers and 
enablers of growth-be it infrastructure, 
the transportation sector, housing, or 

ECOnOMIC suRvEy - 2013
continued from page 21 

sustainable agriculture-grow sustainably. 

Dr. Raghuram G. Rajan, Chief Economic 
Adviser, Ministry of Finance writes in an 
introduction to the Survey that these are 
difficult times, but India has navigated 
such times before, and with good policies 
it will come through stronger. Slowdown 
is a wake-up call for increasing the pace 
of actions and reforms. The way out 
lies in shifting national spending from 
consumption to investment, removing the 
bottlenecks to investment, growth, and 
job creation, in part through structural 
reforms, combating inflation both through 
monetar y and supply side measures, 
reducing the costs for borrowers of raising 
finances and increasing the opportunities 
for savers to get strong real investment 
returns. v
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UPA sChEME

The Right to Information Act 2005 has 
been passed by the Parliament and 
has come in force. A very important 

right has been conferred upon every citizen 
of India under this Act. This guide has been 
prepared to give an overall idea about the 
nature of the Act, how it will help the citizens 
and the institutional mechanism for its 
implementation. 

“In keeping with the commitment made by the 
Congress Party the Right to Information Act 
is a historic legislation passed on 1St” .Tune, 
2005. Earlier, there was a weak Freedom of 
Information Act. Now, in keeping with our 
belief that information is an entitlement, we 
have a strong Right to Information Act whose 
theme is greater disclosures. It will bring about 
transparency and accountability in public 
administration at all levels in significant 
measure. Citizens in villages, towns and cities 
have been empowered to demand and actually 
get information on policies, programmes and 
projects that affect their day-to-day Lives. This 
enforcement of this Act is one of the most 
important means by which another equally 
historic legislation passed by Parliament 
Last month The National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act will be subject to continuous 
social audit and be under constant public 
scrutiny for effective implementation. As an 
example, muster rolls and the List of public 
works would, for the first time, be publicly 
available. Social action groups, NGOs and civil 
society organizations can use the provisions of 
the Right to Information Act on behalf of the 
poor and weaker sections of society so as to 
make sure that the various rural development 
and social welfare schemes deliver benefits to 
the people as intended. “ 

- sonia gandhi 

1. When does it come into force? 
It comes into force on the 12th October, 

2005 (120th day of its enactment on 
15th June, 2005). Some provisions have 
come into force with immediate effect 
viz. obligations of public authorities, 
designation of Public Information 
Officers and Assistant Public Information 
Officers and constitution of Central 
Information Commission, constitution 
of State Information Commission, non-
applicability of the Act to Intelligence 
and Security Organizations and power 
to make rules to carry out the provisions 
of the Act. 

2. Who is covered? 
The Act extends to the whole of India except 

the State of Jammu and Kashmir.
3. What does information mean? 
Information means any material in any form 

including records, documents, memos, 
e- mails, opinions, advices, press releases, 
circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts, 
reports, papers, samples, models, data 
material held in any electronic form 
and information relating to any private 
body which can be accessed by a public 
authority under any other law for the 
time being in force but does not include 
file nothings. 

4. What does right to Information mean? 
It includes the right to - 
· inspect works, documents, records. 
· take notes, extracts or certified copies of 

documents or records. 
· take certified samples of material. 
· obtain information in form of printouts, 

diskettes, floppies, tapes, video cassettes 
or in any 

· other electronic mode or through 
printouts. 

5. What are the obligations of public 
authority? 
It shall publish within one hundred and twenty 

days of the enactment- 
· the particulars of its organization, 

functions and duties; 
· the powers and duties of its officers and 

employees; 
· the procedure followed in its decision 

making process, including channels of 
supervision and accountability; 

· the norms set by it for the discharge of its 
functions; 

· the rules, regulations, instructions, 
manuals and records used by its employees 
for discharging its functions; 

· a statement of the categories of the 
documents held by it or under its control; 

· the particulars of any arrangement 
that exists for consultation with, or 
representation by the members of the 
public, in relation to the formulation of 
policy or implementation thereof; 

· a statement of the boards, councils, 
committees and other bodies consisting 
of two or more persons constituted by it. 
Additionally, information as to whether 
the meetings of these are open to the 
public, or the minutes of such meetings 
are accessible to the public; 

· a directory of its officers and employees; 
· the monthly remuneration received 

by each of its officers and employees, 
including the 

· system of compensation as provided in its 
regulations; 

· the budget allocated to each of its agency, 
indicating the particulars of all plans, 
proposed expenditures and reports on 
disbursements made; 

· the manner of execution of subsidy 
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programmes, including the amounts 
allocated and the details and beneficiaries 
of such programmes; 

· particulars of recipients of concessions, 
permits or authorizations granted by it; 

· details of the information available to, or 
held by it, reduced in an electronic form; 

· the particulars of facilities available 
to citizens for obtaining information, 
including the working hours of a library 
or reading room, if maintained for public 
use; 

· the names, designations and other 
particulars of the Public Information 
Officers. 

6. What does a ‘public authority’ mean? 
It means any authority or body or institution 

of self-government established or 
constituted: 

· by or under the Constitution; 
· by any other law made by Parliament; 
· by any other law made by State 

Legislature; 
· a) by notification issued or order made 

by the appropriate Government and 
includes any- body owned, controlled 
or substantially financed 

· b) non-Government organization 
subst ant ia l ly  f inance d  d i re c t ly 
or indirectly by the appropriate 
Government. 

7. Who are Public Information Officers 
(PIOs)? 

 PIOs are officers designated by the public 
authorities in all administrative units or 
offices under it to provide information to 
the citizens requesting for information 
under the Act. Any officer, whose 
assistance has been sought by the PIO 
for the proper discharge of his or her 
duties, shall render all assistance and 
for the purpose of contraventions of the 
provisions of this Act, such other officer 
shall be treated as a PIO. 

8. What are the duties of a PIo? 
· PIO shall deal with requests from 

persons seeking information and where 
the request cannot be made in writing, 
to render reasonable assistance to the 
person to reduce the same in writing. 

· If the information requested for is held by 
or its subject matter is closely connected 
with the function of another public 
authority, the PIO shall transfer, within 
5 days, the request to that other public 
authority and inform the applicant 
immediately. 

· PIO may seek the assistance of any other 
officer for the proper discharge of his/her 
duties. 

· PIO, on receipt of a request, shall as 
expeditiously as possible, and in any 
case within 30 days of the receipt of the 
request, either provide the information 
on payment of such fee as may be 
prescribed or reject the request for any 
of the reasons specified in S.8 or S.9. 

· Where the information requested for 
concerns the life or liberty of a person, 
the same shall be provided with in forty-
eight hours of the receipt of the request. 

· If the PIO fails to give decision on the 
request within the period specified, he 
shall be deemed to have refused the 
request. 

· Where a request has been rejected, the 
PIO shall communicate to the requester 
- (i) the reasons for such rejection, (ii) 
the period within which an appeal 
against such rejection may be preferred, 
and (iii) the particulars of the Appellate 
Authority. 

 PIO shall provide information in the 
form in which it is sought unless it would 
disproportionately divert the resources 
of the Public Authority or would be 
detrimental to the safety or preservation 
of the record in question. 

· If allowing partial access, the PIO shall 
give a notice to the applicant, informing: 

· that only part of the record requested, 
after severance of the record containing 
information which is exempt from 
disclosure, is being provided; the 
reasons for the decision, including any 
findings on any material question of fact, 
referring to the material on which those 
findings were based; 

· the name and designation of the person 
giving the decision; 

· the details of the fees calculated by him 
or her and the amount of fee which the 
applicant is required to deposit; and 

· his or her rights with respect to review 
of the decision regarding non-disclosure 
of part of the information, the amount 
of fee charged or the form of access 
provided. 

· If information sought has been supplied 
by third party or is treated as confidential 
by that third party, the PIO shall give 
a written notice to the third party 
within 5 days from the receipt of the 
request and take its representation into 
consideration. 

· Third party must be given a chance to 
make a representation before the PIO 
within 10 days from the date of receipt 
of such notice. 

9. What is not open to disclosure? 
The following is exempt from disclosure 

· Information, disclosure of which would 
prejudicially affect the sovereignty and 
integrity Of lndia, the security, strategic, 
scientific or economic interests of the 
State, relation with foreign State or lead 
to incitement of an offence 

· information which has been expressly 
forbidden to be published by any court 
of law or tribunal or the disclosure of 
which may constitute contempt of court; 

· information, the disclosure of which 
would cause a breach of privilege of 
Parliament or the State Legislature; 

· information including commercial 
confidence, trade secrets or intellectual 
property, the disclosure of which 
would harm the competitive position 
of a third party, unless the competent 
authority is satisfied that larger public 
interest warrants the disclosure of such 
information; 

· information available to a person in 
his fiduciary relationship, unless the 
competent authority is satisfied that 
the larger public interest warrants the 
disclosure of such information; 

· information received in confidence from 
foreign Government; 

· information, the disclosure of which 
would endanger the life or physical 
safety of any person or identify the 
source of information or assistance given 
in confidence for law enforcement or 
security purposes; 

· information which would impede the 
process of investigation or apprehension 
or prosecution of offenders; 

· cabinet papers including records of 
deliberations of the Council of Ministers, 
Secretaries and other officers; 

· information which relates to personal 
information the disclosure of which has 
no relationship to any public activity 
or interest, or which would cause 
unwarranted invasion of the privacy of 
the individual; 

· Notwithstanding any of the exemptions 
listed above, a public authority may allow 
access to information, if public interest 
in disclosure outweighs the harm to the 
protected interests. 

10. Is partial disclosure allowed? 
 Only that part of the record which does 

not contain any information which is 
exempt from disclosure and which can 
reasonably be severed from any part that 
contains exempt information, may be 
provided.  

11. Who is excluded? 
 Central Intelligence and Security 



Congress sandesh | 26 | MarCh 2013

agencies specified in the Second 
Schedule like IB, R&A W, Directorate of 
Revenue Intelligence, Central Economic 
Intelligence Bureau, Directorate of 
Enforcement, Narcotics Control Bureau, 
Aviation Research Centre, Special 
Frontier Force, BSF. CRPF, ITBP, CISF, 
NSG, Assam Rifles, Special Service 
Bureau, Special Branch (CID), Andaman 
and Nicobar, The Crime Branch-CID-
CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Special 
Branch, Lakshadweep Police. Agencies 
specified by the State Governments 
through a Notification will also be 
excluded. The exclusion, however, is not 
absolute and these organizations have 
an obligation to provide information 
pertaining to allegations of corruption 
and human rights violations. Further, 
information relating to allegations of 
human rights valuations could be given 
but only with the approval of the Central 
or State Information Commission, as the 
case may be. 

12. What is the Application Procedure for 
requesting information? 
· Apply in writing or through electronic 

means in English or Hindi or in the 
official language of the area, to the 
PIO, specifying the particulars of the 
information sought for. 

· Reason for seeking information are not 
required to be given; 

· Pay fees as may be prescribed (if not 
belonging to the below poverty line 
category). 

13. What is the time limit to get the 
information? 
· 30 days from the date of application 
· 48 hours for information concerning the 

life and liberty of a person 
· 5 days shall be added to the above 

response time, in case the application for 
information is given to Assistant Public 
Information Officer. 

· If the interests of a third party are 
involved then time limit will be 40 days 
(maximum period + time given to the 
party to make representation). 

· Failure to provide information within 
the specified period is a deemed refusal. 

14. What is the fee? 
· Application fees to be prescribed which 

must be reasonable. 
 If further fees are required, then the 

same must be intimated in writing with 
calculation details of how the figure was 
arrived at; 

· Applicant can seek review of the decision 
on fees charged by the PIO by applying 

to the appropriate Appellate Authority; 
· No fees will be charged from people 

living below the poverty line 
· Applicant must be provided information 

free of cost if the PIO fails to comply with 
the prescribed time limit. 

15. What could be the ground for rejection? 
· If it is covered by exemption from 

disclosure. 
· If it infringes copyright of any person 

other than the State. 
16. how is Central Information Commission 
constituted? 
· Central Information Commission to be 

constituted by the Central Government 
through a 

· Gazette Notification. 
· C om m i s s i on  i n c lu d e s  1  C h i e f 

Information Commissioner (CIC) 
and not more than 10 Information 
Commissioners (IC) who will be 
appointed by the President of India. 

· Oath of Office will be administered by 
the President of India according to the 
form set out in the First Schedule. 

· Commission shall have its Headquarters 
in Delhi. Other offices may be established 
in other parts of the country with the 
approval of the Central Government. 

· Commission will exercise its powers 
without being subjected to directions by 
any other authority. 

17. What is the eligibility criteria and what 
is the process of appointment of CICIIC? 
· Candidates for CIC/IC must be persons 

of eminence in public life with wide 
knowledge and experience in law, 
science and technology, social service, 
management, journalism, mass media 
or administration and governance. 

· CIC/IC shall not be a Member of 
Parliament or Member of the Legislature 
of any State or Union Territory. He shall 
not hold any other office of profit or 
connected with any political party or 
carrying on any business or pursuing 
any profession.

· Appointment Committee includes 
Prime Minister (Chair), Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha and one 
Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated 
by the Prime Minister. 

18. What is the term of office and other 
service conditions of CIC? 
· CIC shall be appointed for a term of 5 

years from date on which he enters upon 
his office or till he attains the age of 65 
years, whichever is earlier. 

· CIC is not eligible for reappointment. 
· Salary will be the same as that of the 

Chief Election Commissioner. This will 
not be varied to the disadvantage of the 
CIC during service. 

 19. What is the term of office and other 
service conditions of IC? 
· IC shall hold office for a term of five 

years from the date on which he enters 
upon his office or till he attains the age of 
sixty-five years, whichever is earlier and 
shall not be eligible for reappointment as 
IC. 

· Salary will be the same as that of the 
Election Commissioner. This will not 
be varied to the disadvantage of the IC 
during service. 

· IC is eligible for appointment as CIC but 
will not hold office for more than a total 
of five years including his/her term as IC.

20.  how is  the  state  Information 
Commission constituted? 
· The State Information Commission will 

be constituted by the State Government 
through a Gazette notification. It will 
have one State Chief Information 
Commissioner (SCIC) and not more than 
10 State Information Commissioners 
(SIC) to be appointed by the Governor. 

· Oath of office will be administered by 
the Governor according to the form set 
out in the First Schedule. 

· The headquarters of the State Information 
Commission shall be at such place as the 
State Government may specify. Other 
offices may be established in other parts 
of the State with the approval of the State 
Government.

The Commission will exercise its powers 
without being subjected to any other 
authority. 

21. What is the eligibility criterion and 
what is the process of appointment of state 
Chief Information Commissioner/state 
Information Commissioners? 
· The Appointments Committee will be 

headed by the Chief Minister. Other 
members include the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Legislative Assembly 
and one Cabinet Minister nominated by 
the Chief Minister. 

· The qualifications for appointment as 
SCIC/SIC shall be the same as that for 
Central Commissioners. 

· The salary of the State Chief Information 
Commissioner will be the same as that of 
an Election Commissioner. The salary of 
the State Information Commissioner will 
be the same as that of the Chief Secretary 
of the State Government. 

22. What are the powers and functions of 
Information Commissions? 
 The Central Information Commission/
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State Information Commission has a duty 
to receive complaints from any person - 

 who has not been able to submit an 
information request because a PIO has 
not been appointed ; 

· who has been refused information that 
was requested; 

· who has received no response to his/her 
information request within the specified 
time limits; 

· who thinks the fees charged are 
unreasonable; 

· who thinks information given is 
incomplete or false or misleading ;and 

· any other matter relating to obtaining 
information under this law. 

· Power to order inquiry if there are 
reasonable grounds. 

· CIC/SCIC will have powers of Civil Court 
such as- 

· summoning and enforcing attendance of 
persons, compelling them to give oral or 
written 

· evidence on oath and to produce 
documents or things; 

· requiring the discovery and inspection of 
documents; 

· receiving evidence on affidavit; 
· requisitioning public records or copies 

from any court or office 
· issuing summons for examination of 

witnesses or documents 
· any other matter which may be prescribed. 
· All records covered by this law (including 

those covered by exemptions) must be 
given to CIC 

· SCIC during inquiry for examination. 
 Power to secure compliance of its 

decisions from the Public Authority 
includes 

· providing access to information in a 
particular form; 

· directing the public authority to appoint 
a PIO/APIO where none exists; 

· publishing information or categories of 
information; 

· making necessary changes to the practices 
relating to management, maintenance and 

· destruction of records; 
· enhancing training provision for officials 

on RTI; 
· seeking an annual report from the public 

authority on compliance with this law; 
· require it to compensate for any loss or 

other detriment suffered by the applicant 
· impose penalties under this law; or 
· reject the application. 
23. What is the reporting procedure? 
· Central Information Commission will 

send an annual report to the Central 

Government on the implementation 
of the provisions of this law at the 
end of the year. The State Information 
Commission will send a report to the 
State Government. 

· Each Ministry has a duty to compile 
reports from its Public Authorities and 
send them to the Central Information 
Commission or State Information 
Commission, as the case may be. 

· Each report will contain details of number 
of requests received by each Public 
Authority, number of rejections and 
appeals, particulars of any disciplinary 
action taken, amount of 

· fees and charges collected etc. 
· Central Government will table the Central 

Information Commission report before 
Parliament after the end of each year. 
The concerned State Government will 
table the report of the State Information 
Commission before the Vidhan Sabha 
(and the Vidhan Parishad wherever 
applicable).

24. Who has the power to deal with the 
difficulties while implementing this act? 
 If any difficulty arises in giving effect to 

the provisions in the Act, the Central 
Government may, by Order published 
in the Official Gazette, make provisions 
necessary/expedient for removing the 
difficulty.  

25. Who are ‘Third Parties’? 
 A third party means a person other 

than the citizen making a request for 
information and includes a public 
authority. Third parties have a right 
to be heard in respect of applications 
and appeals dealing with information 
submitted by them to the Government 
in confidence.  

26. Who are the Appellate Authorities? 
· First Appeal: First appeal to the officer 

senior in rank to the PIO in the concerned 
Public Authority within 30 days from the 
expiry of the prescribed time limit or from 
the receipt of the decision (delay may be 
condoned by the Appellate Authority if 
sufficient cause is shown). 

· Second Appeal: Second appeal to the 
Central Information Commission or the 
State Information Commission as the 
case may be, within 90 days of the date 
on which the decision was given or should 
have been made by the First Appellate 
Authority. (Delay may be condoned by the 
Commission if sufficient cause is shown). 

· Third Party appeal against PIO s decision 
must be filed within 30 days before first 
Appellate Authority; and, within 90 days 
of the decision on the first appeal, before 

the appropriate Information Commission 
which is the second appellate authority. 

· Burden of proving that denial of 
Information was justified lies with the 
PIO. 

· First Appeal shall be disposed of within 
30 days from the date of its receipt. Period 
extendable by 15 days if necessary.

27. What are the penalty provisions? 
 Every PIO will be liable for fine of Rs. 250 

per day, up to a maximum of Rs. 25,000/-, 
· for -not accepting an application; 
· delaying information release without 

reasonable cause; 
· malafidely denying information; 
· knowingly giving incomplete, incorrect, 

misleading information; 
· destroying information that has been 

requested and 
· obstructing furnishing of information in 

any manner. 
· The Information Commission (I C) 

at the Centre and the State levels will 
have the power to impose this penalty. 
The Information Commission can also 
recommend disciplinary action for 
violation of the law against an erring PIO. 

28. What is the jurisdiction of courts? 
 Lower Courts are barred from entertaining 

suits or applications against any order 
made under this Act. However, the writ 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and 
High Courts under Articles 32 and 225 
of the Constitution remains unaffected.

29. What is the role of Central/state 
governments? 
· Develop educational programmes for 

the public especially disadvantaged 
communities on RTI. 

· Encourage Public  Authorit ies  to 
participate in the development and 
organization of such programmes. 

· Promote timely dissemination of accurate 
information to the public. 

· Train officers and develop training 
materials. 

· Compile and disseminate a User Guide 
for the public in the respective official 
language. 

· Publish names, designation postal 
addresses and contact details of PIOs 
and other information such as notices 
regarding fees to be paid, remedies 
available in law if request is rejected etc.

30. Who has the rule making power? 
 Central Government, State Governments 

and the Competent Authority as defined 
in are vested with powers to make rules 
to carry out the provisions of the Right to 
Information Act, 2005. v
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Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) in its 
second tenure to ward off poor, oppressed, suppressed, 
downtrodden people introduced the ‘Direct Cash Transfer’ 

(DCT). Thereby government at centre had started mitigating the 
delivery of welfare services to a new architecture straight into an 
individual’s bank account, verified by a Unique Identification 
Number (UID) called AADHAR. For UPA-II’s reforms agenda to 
work magic after prolonged thinking finally it has come out with 
ambitious policy initiative for poor people.  

The UPA led government steered under the stewardship of UPA- 
chair-person Mrs. Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh has done well to communicate the benefits of reforms towards 
poor, oppressed- suppressed and downtrodden. The Cash benefits 
in all schemes will be available from February and March when 
government will cover more districts. It is estimated that at least 
two lakh beneficiaries will receive cash benefits from the scheme 
in the beginning. The money will be transferred through direct 
benefit transfer system using Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI) platform. 

According to Union finance Minister Mr. P Chidambaram by the 
end of 2013 the government hopes to roll-out cash transfers in 
all selected schemes in the remaining parts of the country, there 
would be no cash transfer pertaining to food, fertilizer, petroleum 
and LPG subsidies. Sequel to launch on 1st of January the Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT) will be rolled out in 11 more districts from 
February 1 and in other 12 districts from March 1 but it will be 
rolled out to remaining part of the country after achieving initial 
success, it was viewed.

Out of twenty six, seven schemes which are ready for payout from 
January 1 include pre and post matric scholarships for SC, ST, and 
OBCs, Indira Gandhi Matrutva Sahayata Yojana, Dhanalakshmi 
scheme and stipend scheme for SC, ST Job seekers. The funds 
that are provisioned for direct benefits like pensions, scholarships 
and health-care benefits must reach the intended beneficiaries 
without delays and leakages. Apart from these direct benefits, the 
government also provides an amount of over 300,000 crore rupees 

in subsidies which too must reach the 
right people. 

 Further government is looking at 
transferring all subsidies and benefit 
through this scheme but it will be done 
slowly so that there should not be any 
shortcomings. 

Thus the Direct Cash Transfer (DCT) is 
government’s flagship ambitious policy 
and gargantuan initiative that could 
prove to be a game-changer for UPA-
II. Prime Minister Man Mohan Singh recently announced DCT 
Plan - payout of subsidies to beneficiaries from January 1, 2013. 
He announced while he was chairing first meeting of National 
Committee on Direct Cash Transfers and that the subsidy amount 
would be transferred to beneficiaries' bank accounts linked to 
AADHAR cards. The PM hoped the scheme is expected to cut down 
waste and corruption in distribution of subsidized items. 

 The DCT scheme to the targeted sections of people "will be a simple 
and error-free" arrangement with the utilization of technology. 
First they empower the beneficiary instead of placing them at the 
mercy of the provider, as is the case under in-kind transfers. Second, 
they foster efficiency by reducing corruption and leaks in the long 
distribution chains under in-kind transfers.

An official verbale note from Prime Minister Office (PMO had been 
forwarded to all ministries advising ‘to work in right earnest’ for 
prompt implementation of this complex but pioneering initiative 
and also exhorted all the departments to work in close coordination 
to enable poor people to open bank accounts smoothly. The striking 
feature is they will now be linked to the AADHAR number to 
reduce if not eliminated or duplicated. Secondly DCT can transform 
the subsidy delivery system by checking diversion and giving the 
disadvantaged choice and financial agency. 

Further PMO has also asked the finance ministry and Unique 

DIRECT CAsh TRAnsfER (DCT): 
“AAP kA PAIsA-AAP kE hAATh” 

Dr Nitin Nayak

continued on page 30
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A BRIEf hIsTORy 
Of InTERnATIOnAL 

wOMEn’s DAy

Th e  Un i t e d  Nat i o n s  G e n e r a l 
Assembly, composed of delegates 
f r o m  e v e r y  M e m b e r  S t a t e , 

celebrates International Women’s Day to 
recognize that peace and social progress 
require the act ive part icipation and 
equality of women, and to acknowledge 
the contribution of women to international 
peace and security. 

For the women of the world, the Day is 
an occasion to review how far they have 
come in their struggle for equality, peace 
and development. 

You might think that women’s equality 
benefits mostly women, but every one-
percentile growth in female secondary 
schooling results in a 0.3 percent growth 
in the economy. Yet girls are often kept 
from receiving education in the poorest 
countries that would best benefit from the 
economic growth. 

Until the men and women work together 
to secure the rights and full potential of 
women, lasting solutions to the world’s 
most serious social, economic and political 
problems are unlikely to be found. 

In recent decades, much progress has been 
made. On a worldwide level, women’s 
access to education and proper health care 
has increased; their participation in the 
paid labor force has grown; and legislation 
that promises equal opportunities for 
women and respect for their human rights 
has been adopted in many countries. The 
world now has an ever- growing number of 
women participating in society as policy-

makers. 

An international conference, held by 
socialist organizations from around the 
world, met in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
in 1910. The conference of the Socialist 
International proposed a Women’s Day 
which was designed to be international 
in character. The proposal initially came 
from Clara Zetkin, a German socialist, who 
suggested an International Day to mark the 
strike of garment workers in the United 
States. The proposal was greeted with 
unanimous approval by the conference 
of over 100 women from 17 countries, 
including the first three women elected to 
the parliament of Finland. The Day was 
established to honour the movement for 
women’s rights, including the right to vote 

(known as ‘suffrage’). At that time no fixed 
date was selected for the observance. 

International Women’s Day has assumed 
a new global dimension for women in 
developed and developing countries alike. 

In December 1977 the UN General 
Assembly adopted a resolution proclaiming 
a United Nations Day for Women’s Rights 
and International Peace. Four global 
United Nations women’s conferences have 
helped make the demand for women’s 
rights and participation in the political 
and economic process a growing reality. 

In 1975 the UN drew global attention 
to women’s concerns by calling for an 
International Women’s year and convening 
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Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) to work closely to 
ensure the success of this ambitious scheme by working with close 
coordination to achieve a collective goal (of financial inclusion). 

 The complexity of the exercise will increase manifold as more of 
rural India is covered in the other two stages during April 2013 and 
April 2014. They will also increase as more programs are added, 
especially food, oil, fertilizer and employment. In full flow, the 
money flowing through those pipes could go up to Rs.300,000 crore. 

It is expected to reap rich electoral dividends in the same manner 
another scheme Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) worked for the success of UPA-I. 
PMO had already underlined the need for integrating the banking 
system 

with the post office network, especially in the rural parts of the 
country to move closer towards the goal of financial inclusion. PMO 
asked the UIDAI to ensure that the coverage of Aadhaar is adequate 
as per the roll out plan and no one is left out, and Aadhaar number 
should be available on demand if beneficiaries are getting left out.

Direct Cash Transfers, which are now becoming possible through 
the innovative use of technology and the spread of modern banking 
across the country, open the doors for eliminating waste, cutting 
down leakages and targeting beneficiaries better. The government 
has a chance to ensure that every rupee spent by the government is 
spent truly well and goes to those who truly deserve it," he added.

This is one of the bold social security initiatives taken by the union 
cabinet while taking stock of preparations for roll out of the UPA 
government's flagship programme. The meeting attended by more 
than 16 ministers, opined there should be no phased roll out within 
any particular district and the entire district should switch to Direct 
Cash Transfer at one-go on a given date. Further it is presumed more 
than 30-35 districts would be covered on January one and rest of the 
51 identified districts would be covered by January 10, next year. In 

this crucial meeting it was decided to working on the roll out on war 
footing basis and digitization of beneficiary database with names, 
addresses and Aadhar numbers. the meeting is expected to press for 
according of priority to digitization of beneficiary databases with 
names, addresses and Aadhar numbers and advised all ministries 
to ensure strict compliance of this scheme immediately. There must 
be 95 per cent of Aadhar penetration level for all beneficiaries and 
over 95 per cent beneficiaries should have bank accounts, with all 
banks to comply this scheme and inclusion of details of Aadhar. 

The scheme is contingent upon some infrastructure issues that 
could take a considerable amount of time to address. India currently 
has a cash transfer system where banks and post offices are used 
to pay old-age pensions to poor people. What the government is 
now talking about is a significant expansion in the scope of cash 
transfers. This rests on two pillars –Bank Accounts and AADHAR 
or Unique Identification (UID) Number program. The bank account 
is the most important criterion for the cash transfers to work. 
Another proposal is inclusion of Anganwadi workers as business 
correspondents to disburse cash to the targeted audience to reduce 
pilferage and corruption. 

The DCT will reduce leakages, cut down corruption, and eliminate 
middlemen, target beneficiaries better and speed up transfer of 
benefits to eligible individuals. It will, at one go, bring in crores 
of people into our banking system and mainstream them into our 
economy. Forty-two schemes of the government, including those 
from the health ministry, would be part of this scheme.. First, 
only around 210 million (out of a population of 1.2 billion) people 
in India have been registered under Aadhaar. While the Unique 
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)--which issues the Aadhar 
cards on behalf of the Indian government--has invited applications 
from approved commercial banks deploying microATMs to enable 
Aadhaar-based payments. v

The author is a Director of BVIMR, New Delhi.

the first conference on women in Mexico 
City. Another convention was held in 
Copenhagen, Denmark in 1980. 

In  1985 ,  the  UN convened a  th ird 
conference on women in Nairobi, Kenya, 
to look at what had been achieved at the 
end of the decade. 

In 1995, Beijing hosted the Fourth World 
Conference on Women. Representatives 
from 189 different countries agreed that 
inequalities between women and men has 

serious consequences for the well-being 
of all people. The conference declared 
a set of goals for progress of women in 
various areas including politics, health, 
and education. The final document issued 
by the conference (called the “Platform for 
Action”) had this to say: “The advancement 
of women and the achievement of equality 
between women and men are a matter of 
human rights and a condition for social 
justice and should not be seen in isolation 
as a women’s issue.” 

Five years later, in a 23rd special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly, “Women 
2000: Gender Equality, Development and 
Peace for the 21st Century” reviewed the 
progress the world has made towards achieving 
the goals set out by the Beijing conference. 
This conference has come to be known as 
the “Beijing +5” conference. Delegates found 
both progress and persevering obstacles. 
The delegates made further agreements to 
continue carrying out the initiatives of the 
1995 women’s conference.  v

DIRECT CAsh TRAnsfER (DCT):  “AAP kA PAIsA-AAP kE hAATh” 

continued from page 28
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The sudden withdrawal of the non-
cooperation movement encouraged 
an alternative political approach 

within the Congress. C.R. Das and Pt. Motilal 
Nehru advocated that the Congress must give 
up its boycott of Legislative Councils. Once 
elected to these Councils, Congressmen 
should obstruct their working from within and 
bring out their shortcomings. This would turn 
the Councils into political battlegrounds and 
arouse the public against them. However, other 
leaders like Sardar Patel, Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
and Dr. Ansari disagreed with this approach. 
They argued that entry into Councils would 
weaken both the mass base of the party as well 
as the nationalist sentiment among the people. 
They believed that it was more important to 
follow the Congress’s constructive programme 
of spinning khadi, promoting Hindu-Muslim 
unity and temperance, and removal of 
untouchability. 

swARAj PARTy 
This difference eventually led to the 
formation of the Swaraj Party in December 
1922 by C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru. It 
was to work from within the Congress and 
follow the Congress programme except on 
the issue of entry into Councils. They were 
known as Swarajists or ‘pro-changers’ and 
those who opposed this change within 
Congress were termed as ‘no-changers’. 
In order to prevent a split like in 1907, 
Gandhiji advised both groups to stay and 
work from within the Congress. 

In the 1923 elections, the Swarajists 
performed well, winning 42 seats out of 

InDIA In ThE 1920

101 elected seats in the Central Legislative 
Assembly. They successfully defeated 
the government within the Council on 
numerous occasions and elected Vithalbhai 
Patel as the speaker of the Central Legislative 
Assembly in 1925, first ever to do so. 
The contribution of the Swarajists to the 
national movement was that they exposed 
the shortfalls of the Act of 1919 and 
gave visibility to the movement when the 
mass movement was in a passive phase 
and Congress was rebuilding its strength 
amongst the masses. But they could not 
bring about a change in the imperial policy 
and walked out of the Councils in 1926 and 
later in 1930 as well. 

COnsTRuCTIvE-wORk 
The constructive work of the Congress 
continued in the meantime and numerous 
ashrams came up all over the country. Many 
young men and women promoted charkha 
and khadi as symbols of the national struggle 
against the colonial rule. They also worked 
among the tribals and lower castes for their 
upliftment. Nationalist educational institutions 
came up which provided anti-colonial 
education to the youth. These workers later 
became the organizers of the civil disobedience 
movement. 

EMERGEnCE Of nEw fORCEs 
The end of non-cooperation was also the 
time when the spectre of communalism 
started to raise its ugly head. Between 1922 
and 1927, 112 major communal riots took 
place in the country. The Muslim League, 
with its support for separate electorates, and 

FroM ThE ArChIvEs

the Hindu Mahasabha, formed in 1915, 
became active. 

The 1920s in India were also remarkable for 
other new forces emerging on the Indian 
political scene. The influence of Marxist 
and socialist ideas among students was 
on the rise during this period. These were 
manifested in the form of a new left wing 
within the Congress led by Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose. They 
argued that the national movement, while 
continuing its struggle against colonialism, 
must also address the question of economic 
disparity and oppression of peasants and 
workers in India. 

This period also saw the widespread 
mobilization of the youth. Youth leagues 
were established across the country with 
the first All Bengal Conference of Students 
being held in September 1928 under the 
presidentship of Jawaharlal Nehru. This 
increased the influence of socialism among 
the youth and led to the advocacy of radical 
solutions for the economic and social 
problems in India. They also demanded 
that complete independence, rather than 
a dominion status be made the goal of the 
freedom struggle. 

GROwTh Of sOCIALIsT IDEAs 
This period also saw the rise of communist 
and socialist groups in India. The Russian 
revolution inspired them and their 
dissatisfaction with Gandhian methods 
of struggle drew them further towards 
socialism. M.N. Roy was the first Indian to 
be elected to the Eastern leadership of the 
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Communist International. The government 
was very wary of this increasing Communist 
influence in the country and in 1924, 
arrested Muzaffar Ahmad and S.A. Dange 
in the Kanpur Conspiracy case and tried 
them for spreading communist ideas in the 
country. However, this did not seem to have 
stemmed the growth of socialist following 
in India. In 1925, the Communist Party 
of India was formed and many workers’ 
and peasants’ parties came up across the 
country. These parties operated from within 
the national movement but advocated the 
socialist route to India’s freedom.

In UP, peasants agitated for reform of tenancy 
laws. They demanded decrease in rents, debts 
and safeguards against eviction. In 1928, 
Sardar Patel led the peasants of Bardoli in a no-
tax campaign which ended successfully. Trade 
unionism grew during these years and workers 
agitated for better wages, living and working 
conditions. The year 1928 saw many strikes-
South Indian Railway workers struck work, as 
did railway workshop workers in Kharagpur 
and the workers of Tata Iron and Steel works 
in Jamshedpur. The most important strike was 
the Communist-led strike in Bombay textile 
mills which saw the participation of 1,50,000 
workers for more than five months. 

REvOLuTIOnARy nATIOnALIsM 
Another trend which gravitated towards 
socialism in this period was revolutionary 
nationalism. The Hindustan Republican 
Association (HRA) was founded in 1924 to 
overthrow British rule through an armed 
revolution. Many of its young members were 
arrested and tried in the Kakori Conspiracy 
Case of 1925 after their attempt to rob 
government money aboard a train near Kakori 
in Lucknow district of UP. Four were hanged, 
4 deported for life and 17 sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment. Among those hanged 
were Ram Prasad Bismil and Ashfaqullah 
Khan. Recognizing the influence of socialism, 
the name of the organization was changed in 
1928 to the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association (HSRA) under the leadership of 
Chandra Shekhar Azad and Bhagat Singh. In 
the earlier phase, revolutionary nationalism 
had stood for individual acts of revenge 
against British officials. But now the HSRA was 
operating with an ideology that the change in 
India’s political situation could only be brought 
about through a violent revolution by the 

masses. Another event which convinced them 
about the need for an armed rebellion was the 
appointment of the Simon Commission and 
the nation-wide protests that followed. 

sIMOn COMMIssIOn 
In 1927, the British Government appointed 
the Indian Statutory Commission under the 
chairmanship of Sir John Simon to enquire 
into the question of further constitutional 
reforms for India. The Commission did not 
include any Indian member. The Congress met 
in Madras in 1927 and decided to boycott the 
Commission. Both the Muslim League and the 
Hindu Mahasabha supported it. Anti-Simon 
protests thus united the different political 
strands in the country once again. 

An all-India hartal was held when the 
Commission arrived in Bombay in February 
1928. Wherever the Commission went it 
was greeted with black-flag demonstrations 
‘Simon Go Back’. The demonstrators were 
suppressed through police attacks and lathi-
charges. It was in one of these clashes that 
Lala Lajpat Rai received lathi-blows on his 
head and succumbed to his injuries later. As 
an answer to the Simon Commission, an All-
Party Conference was held in order to evolve 
a common scheme of constitutional reforms. 
This resulted in the Nehru Report drafted 
by Motilal Nehru and finalized in August 
1928. But this report was not accepted by 
the All-Parties Convention held in Calcutta 
in December 1928, due to the opposition of 
communal parties like the Muslim League, 
Hindu Mahasabha and the Akalis. Jinnah 
rejected the Nehru Report and put forward 
his Fourteen Points which were made up of the 
demands of different communal organisations. 

However, in the meantime, the death of 
Lala Lajpat Rai had angered the HSRA 
members and on 17 December 1928, Bhagat 
Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad and Rajguru 
assassinated Saunders, a police officer. A few 
months later on 8 April 1929, in order to 
make their ideas known to the people, Bhagat 
Singh and B.K. Dutt threw a bomb in the 
Central Legislative Assembly. The bomb was 
harmless and they stayed in the hall and threw 
pamphlets saying that the bomb was meant to 
‘make the deaf hear’. They were arrested and 
during their trial, they made their famous 
speeches propagating their ideas. In Bengal, 
revolutionary activities were on the rise. In 
1930, an armoury in Chittagong was raided 

and attacked by Surya Sen and his followers. 

The government swung into action and 
arrested many of these leaders. They were 
tried and sentenced to various terms of 
imprisonment, deportation as well as death. 
Their defence was organised by Congress 
leaders. Within the prison, they carried 
out a hunger strike in order to protest 
against the inhuman conditions of political 
prisoners. During this strike, Jatin Das 
died after fasting for 63 days. Meanwhile, 
alarmed by the popular following which 
Bhagat Sihgh and his followers were 
gathering, the British officials hastened 
their hanging. On 23 March 1931 Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev were hanged 
despite large-scale popular protests against 
their death punishment.

Unrelenting repression by the government 
soon led to the weakening of  the 
revolutionary movement as most of its 
leaders were arrested, imprisoned or killed. 
In February 1931, Chandrashekhar Azad 
was killed in a police encounter; Surya 
Sen was arrested in 1933 and hanged. 
Hundreds of others were arrested and 
imprisoned, some were sent to the Cellular 
Jail in the Andamans. The government 
also suppressed the growing trade union 
and peasant movements. In March 1929, 
31 trade union leaders and communists 
were arrested and after a four-year long 
trial called the Meerut Conspiracy Case, 
were sentenced to various terms of 
imprisonment. 

Thus by the end of the 1920S, there was a 
rising nationalist feeling expressed through 
anti-Simon demonstrations. There was also 
a radical wave, especially among the youth. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, who had emerged as the 
voice of the new generation, was elected 
President of the Congress at the Lahore 
session of the Congress in 1929 where a 
resolution calling for Purna Swaraj was 
passed. Complete independence was to be 
the new Congress goal and on 31 December, 
the tricolor was adopted as the national 
flag and 26 January 1930 was celebrated 
as Independence Day. This became an 
annual ritual when people would reiterate 
their commitment to ending colonial rule 
in India. It was also decided that a civil 
disobedience movement would be launched 
under the leadership of Gandhiji.  v
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Sarojini Naidu was born on 13 
February 1879 in a Bengali 
middle class family settled 

in Hyderabad. She inherited her 
poetic temperament and love for 
beauty from her mother Barada 
Sundari Devi and learnt the lessons 
of tolerance, communal harmony 
and appreciation of our composite 
culture from her father Aghornath 
Chattopadhyaya. She was a brilliant 
student and was well  versed in 
Urdu, Telugu, Bengali, English and 
Persian. She passed her Matriculation 
examination in 1891 at the age 
of twelve. After a break of three 
years, she resumed her studies at 
King’s College,  London. Her i l l 
health, however, compelled her to 
discontinue studies and in 1895, she 
returned to Hyderabad. 

Sarojini Naidu’s first highly acclaimed 
poet ic  col lec t ion “ The Golden 
Threshold” was published in 1905. 
For the next twelve years, she continued 
to write poetry of great charm. In 1912, 
the second volume of her verse, ‘The Bird 
of Time’ appeared. The third volume-’The 
Broken Wings’ followed in 1917 whereafter 
her poetic career came almost to a halt as 
her attention was diverted towards national 
freedom movement. She staged a comeback 
to poetry nearly after a decade when she 
wrote ‘The Feather of the Dawn’. The four 
volumes of her poetry, epitomising the very 
culture of India taken together, are enough 
to establish her in the tradition of great 
women writers. 

sAROjInI nAIDu:  
ThE nIGhTInGALE Of InDIA (BhARAT kOkILA)

1879-1949

It was Mahatma Gandhi who called Sarojini 
Naidu the ‘Nightingale of India’ (Bharat 
Kokila) for sheer variety of theme, range 
of feelings, colour and rhythm, fancy and 
conceit, metaphor and similes. Sarojini 
Naidu joined the Indian National Movement 
and came in contact with Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale, Rabindranath Tagore, Annie 
Besant, C.P. Rama Swami Iyer, Mahatma 
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. It was Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale, who in 1902, persuaded 
Sarojini Naidu to step out of the ivory 
tower and dedicate herself to the service 
of her motherland. However, her greatest 
political teacher was Mahatma Gandhi 

whose Champaran Satyagraha cast 
a magic spell on her and since then, 
Gandhij i  became her  object  of 
worship. Sarojini’s interest in national 
affairs began as early as in 1903 when 
she attended the Bombay Session of 
the Indian National Congress and 
read out a patriotic poem entitled 
“To India”. Some of her poems like 
“Gift of India” and “Anthem of Love” 
are replete with patriotic fervour. 
Under Gandhiji’s influence, Sarojini 
emerged as  a  great  orator.  Her 
flawless English, immaculate grasp 
of the subject, rhetorical process 
interlinked with flashes of wit and 
humour besides human approach, 
won her applause and admiration 
wherever she spoke.

Sarojini Naidu was actively involved 
in the women’s movement for their 
emancipation. In 1906, she addressed 
the Indian Social Conference in 
Calcutta on ‘The Education of Indian 

Women’. In December 1908, She moved 
a resolution regarding the amelioration 
of the conditions of the Hindu widows 
and their remarriage at the Session of the 
Indian National Social Conference held at 
Madras. In 1918, she moved a resolution on 
women’s franchise at the eighth session of 
the Bombay Provincial Council at Bijapur. 
In her speech, she remarked that the word 
‘man’ should politically include ‘woman’ 
also in all discussions on the rights for 
the citizens. In 1931, while attending the 
Second Round Table Conference, She 
vigorously pleaded for women’s rights. Two 

Death Anniversary
2nd March
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years later, she helped open Lady Irwin 
College for Women in Delhi. 

Sarojini Naidu had an intense desire for 
Hindu-Muslim unity. In one of her most 
forceful speeches on this subject made at 
a students meeting in 1917, she pointed 
out that Islam and Hinduism agreed on 
essentials, viz. truth, purity, service and 
the worship of the same transcendent 
spirit, no matter whether we call it ‘Allah’  
or ‘Parameshwara’. She cited examples 
from the history of Islam outside India to 
show the heroism and self-sacrifice which 
Muslims had displayed in the cause of 
freedom. 

During the freedom movement, she became 
a prominent leader of the Congress. When 
Mahatma Gandhi formally started the 
Non-Cooperation Movement, on the first 
of August 1920, Sarojini Naidu plunged into 
it and addressed hundreds of meetings. She 
exhorted people to boycott foreign goods, 
buy Gandhiji’s books and to court arrest by 
defying prohibitory orders. On 4 October 
1921, she signed a manifesto issued by 
Mahatma Gandhi giving an outline of the 
objectives and methods of the non-violent 
movement. Sarojini Naidu stood firmly 
behind Gandhian principles during the 
turbulence in the Congress Party. In 1924, 
as a member of the AICC delegation, she 
toured East and South Africa to preside 
over the convention of the Indian Congress 
at East Africa and to convey a message of 
solidarity and support to the Indians in 
Durban, who were then groaning under the 
impact of the segregation laws of General 
Hartog, from their Indian brethren. 

In December 1925, as the President of 
the Indian National Congress, Sarojini 
Naidu had to devote much of her time to 
party work. In 1928, She sailed for the U.S. 
and had a triumphant tour as Gandhiji’s 
representative. In 1929, she presided over the 
East African Indian Congress in Mombassa 
and also addressed the gatherings of Indians 
all over South Africa. On her return to 
India, She participated in the first Round 
Table Conference to discuss the demand 
for full dominion status. In 1930, when the 
freedom struggle entered its final phase, 
Sarojini Naidu described this period as 
“the last and the most difficult stage of the 
journey, the back- breaking, exhausting, 

precipitous climb before reaching the top of 
the mountain”. She took an active part in the 
demonstration against the Cripps Mission 
to India and was jailed in 1942 for her 
participation in the Quit India Movement. 
On the whole, Sarojini Naidu, as a member 
of the Congress High Command and as one 
of the closest friends of Mahatma Gandhi 
played an important part in the saga of 
India’s struggle for freedom. 

In March 1947, Sarojini Naidu presided 
over the Asian Relations Conference held 
in Delhi. She welcomed the delegates from 
various countries of Asia and hoped for the 
emergence of a strong and peace-loving 
Asia. She observed, “Asia shall not be a 
country of enemies-Asia shall be a country 
of fellowship of the world”. Sarojini Naidu’s 
Presidential address was “one of the most 
brilliant pieces of flaming rhetoric she had 
uttered during her life”. 

After independence Sarojini Naidu, as the 
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first woman Governor of United Province 
(presently Uttar Pradesh), left the stamp of 
her personality on the style of administration 
in which efficiency was combined with a 
certain degree of informality and played 
a pivotal role in bringing together people 
belonging to rival factions and conflicting 
ideologies. 

Sarojini Naidu passed away on 2 March 
1949. The news of her death stunned the 
entire nation. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in 
his broadcast to the nation, said: 

“The captains and kings of my generation 
depart, old friends and dear comrades pass 
away, and now the dearest and brightest of 
them is gone. I feel desolate of heart and 
willowed in spirit. Though Sarojini Devi’s 
strength ebbed out, her indomitable spirit 
held aloft. Men and women of this country, 
have you the spirit to carry the torch and 
hold it aloft? May it be given to us to give 
India what she gave.”  v



Congress sandesh | 35 | MarCh 2013

Ex-sERvICEMEn hAIL  
sMT. sOnIA GAnDhI’s LEADERshIP

As Madhya Pradesh is one of the 
states that will face Assembly 
p o l l s  b e fore  t h e  ye ar  e n d , 

the AICC Ex-Servicemen Department 
commenced its campaign in the State by 
organising a meeting of Ex-Servicemen 
at Pipariya, Dist. Hoshangabad on March 
17, 2013.  Nearly 400 Ex-Servicemen from 
Bhopal, Jabalpur, Panchmari, Pipariya, 
Hoshangabad, Itarsi, Chindwara, Suhagpur, 
Balaghat, Sivini and neighbouring Districts 
attended the meeting which was organised 
by Col. S K Dhoreliya, Chairman, MPCC 
Ex-Servicemen Department with the 
active assistance of Vice Chairman, MPCC 
Ex-Servicemen Department, Capt. N K 
Pandey and Sh. Suresh Rajput.  Others who 
addressed the meeting were Vice Chairman 
of MPCC Ex-Servicemen Department 
Capt. V P Singh and Sh. S S Duggal besides 
Smt. Damayanti Rai, Sh. Zile Ram Singh, 
Sub Suresh Razzak, Sh. Vishwakarma, Sh. 
Mahendra Tiwari, Hony. Capt. Dubey and 
Lt. R P Singh.  

Addressing the function Capt Praveen 
Davar, Secretary AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Department paid glowing tributes to 
the leadership of Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
Congress President and UPA Chairperson 
who completed fifteen years as Congress 

President a couple of days earlier.  Capt. 
Davar stated that during these 15 years 
not only had the Congress regained its 
lost strength enabling the party to be in 
power for the last 9 years in the Centre, 
but also made a big come back in many 
States since 1998.  

He r  s t e w ard s h ip  of  t h e  C ong re s s , 
combined with that of UPA, has been a 
tremendous boon for the country in all 
spheres – political, social, economic and 
international. As it was difficult to imagine 
India, in early years after independence, 
without Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, so was it 
with the Congress without Mrs. Gandhi’s  
leadership in the last 15 years.  

Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s gigantic contribution 
t o w a r d s  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y, 
unemployment ,  hunger  and disease 
will remain a source of inspiration for 
generations to come.  History will record it 
in letters of gold.  Above all, India’s secular 
roots have been carefully nurtured and 
strengthened by Smt. Sonia Gandhi.  She 
kept uppermost in your mind what late 
beloved Rajivji said many years ago: “India 
can survive only as a secular country.   An 
India that is not secular does not deserve 
to survive.”

On behalf of Ex-Servicemen of the country 
and Capt. Davar wished her a very long 
innings as the Congress President, and 
UPAs Chairperson, for many more years.

During his one hour long address Capt. 
Davar highlighted the many achievements 
of Dr. Manmohan Singh led UPA 1 and 
UPA 2.  He categorically stated that no 
govt. in the past has done so much for the 
welfare of the masses especially the weaker 
sections of the society including women, 
minorities and Dalits.  He highlighted the 
many flagship programmes of UPA 1 and 
UPA 2 and expressed the confidence that 
in 2014 UPA 2 will continue in its new 
Avatar as UPA 3.

The Secretary, AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Department explained the various steps 
taken for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen 
especially the unprecedented hike in 
their pensions since 2004.  Capt. Davar 
on behalf of all Ex-Servicemen, lauded 
the efforts of Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and Defence Minister Sh. A K 
Antony for bridging the gap between 
pre-2006 and post-2006 pensioners.  He 
explained how in 2009 and 2012 the UPA 
govt had sanctioned Rs.4500 crores, over 
and above the authorisation of pensioners, 
to reduce the disparity between old and 
new pensioners.  The Ex-Servicemen 
present in the meeting resolved to vote for 
the Congress and take on the challenge of 
the communal forces in Madhya Pradesh 
during the last 10 years which has seen 
massive corruption, nepotism and utter 
neglect of the poor.    The Ex-Servicemen 
also brought to the notice of Capt. Praveen 
Davar, the problems of enchroachment 
of Defence land, shortage of doctors and 
medicines in ECHS Polyclinics and various 
anomalies in Railway recruitment of Ex-
Servicemen. The AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Dept. will be holding a meeting in Sirsa, 
Haryana, later this month. v

A rEPorT
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BIHAR
Dharna Held

Aara (Bihar): The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Committee staged a one – day dharna in 
front of the Collector’s office here on 14th 
February, 2013 to protest against all kinds 

of atrocities against the farmers of the state.

Later, a 13 – point charter of demands was 
handed over to the collector addressed to 
the state Governor.

Tributes to Shri Rajesh Pilot
Earlier on 10th February, 2013 the Bihar 
Pradesh Congress and the Bihar Sewa Dal 
paid tributes to former Union Minister, 
Shri Rajesh Pilot on his death anniversary 
by offering garlands to his photograph. 
The meeting was presided over by chief 
organizer, Shri Dev Kumar Singh.

Protest Dharna
Katihar: Congressmen held a one – day 
protest dharna in front of the District 
Headquarters of Kuserla here on 23rd 
February, 2013 to protest against the 
naming of a public toilet after Mahatma 
Gandhi. The dharna was led by District 
Congress President, Ms. Poonam Paswan.

Later, a memorandum, addressed to the 
Governor, was handed over to the District 
Collector.

Present at the dharna were former MP, Shri 
Naresh Yadav, Shri A.K. Yadav, Shri Prem 
Rai, Nikhu Singh, Dilip Samrat, Sikandar 
Mandal with others. Congress leader, Shri 
Prem Rai was the convenor.

Tributes to Maulana Azad
Muzaffarpur: The District Congress Sewa 
Dal paid tributes to freedom fighter and 
Congress leader, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad on his death anniversary here on 

22nd February, 2013 at the Congress 
Bhawan.

Congressmen offered garlands on the 
photo of Maulana Azad. District President, 
Shri Sanjay Kumar addressed the gathering.

Those present were Prof. Suresh Prasad, 
Shri Satvir Kumar, Dr. Manoj Kumar, 
Shri Pawan Kumar, Shri Manish Raj with 
others.

Prahalad Yadav passes away
The District Sewa Dal mourned the death 
of National Sewa Dal chief organizer, Shri 
Prahalad Yadav who passed away on 20th 
February, 2013. A two – minute silence was 
observed and a prayer meeting was held.

CHHATTISGARH
Jaipur Leg for Handicapped

raipur: State Minister of Railway Shri 
Adheer Ranjan Chaudhary has given 
assurance on considering Ticket fare, 
employment and additional convenience in 
travelling will be provided to Handicapped 
people.

Shri Chaudhary was speaking here in the 
Handicaps camp, organized by Chhattisgarh 
region Congress Handicapped service cell 
and All India Kaumi Ekta Youth Wing.

Cell president Shri Mahendra Kochar tried 
to attract the state rail minister’s attention 
on the problems of Handicapped people 
while travelling in train.  

In the discussion, Shri Adheer Ranjan 
Chaudhary said that railway has sympathy 
for handicapped people. Handicapped are 
also an important part of our society. Their 
convenience must be considered in ticket 
fare, employment and travelling. On this 
occasion an important social worker Shri 
B. Paras Chopra told Shri Chaudhary about 
Congress’s handicap cell conducts a lot of 

service programs. On this occasion Jaipur 
foot were given to handicapped.

DELHI
Foundation- Stone Laying

new delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) president and Member 
of Parliament from North East Delhi, Shri 
Jai Prakash Agarwal, laid the foundation 
stone of a two – km concrete work on a 
road in the Gokulpuri Assembly of his 
Parliamentary constituency on February 4, 
2013. The road is being constructed by the 
flood department from Bhagirathi Vihar 
to Chaman Park at a cost of Rs. 2.5 crore, 
which will be completed in two months.

Shri Agarwal said on the occasion that the 
road was over 30 years old with huge pot 
holes, which used to get filled with water 
during rainy season. The construction of 
the new road will benefit lakhs of people 
in the area, and also for those travelling to 
Uttar Pradesh.

Shri Agarwal said the people of the area 
have been demanding the construction of 
the road for the past many years, and the 
start of the work has given relief to the 
pleple. Despite rain, thousands of people 
turned up to witness the foundation – 
laying ceremony.

The function was presided over by Ex – 
Municipal Councillor Shri Ishwar Bhagri. 
Other prominent persons present on the 
occasion were Ex – MLA Baljore Singh, 
Ex – Municipal Councillor Vimla Sharma, 
Block president Bhram Swaroop Sharma, 
Sumanth Malik, Vinish Kumar Bobby, 
Ch. Harish, M. Ali Mirza, Ali Hasan, 
Azad Bhai, Dr. Iqbal, Rajkumari Sharma, 
Rajrani,  Shashi Kain, Gayoor Malik, 
Mewaram Bharadwaj, Kanchan Sharma, 
Smt. Balesh Thakur, Mohd. Akhtar, Ram 
Avtar Sharma and Kamaruddin Faizi.

Protest Dharna
new delhi: Congressmen, led by former 
Councilor, Shri Sanjay Puri, staged a protest 
dharna against the changing the name of a 
poly clinic from Maharaja Agresen Poly – 
Clinic, hurting the sentiments of the Vaish 
Samaj at the Uttam Nagar crossing on 16th 
February, 2013.

This change of name was done by BJP 
Councilor, Shri Jagdish Mukhi.

Thousands of Congressmen participated 
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in the protest which was addressed by 
leader of the opposition in the Municipal 
Corporation Shri Farahad Suri and Shri 
Mahabal Mishra, MP, West Delhi.

HARYANA
Seminar Held

Faridabad: The Haryana Pradesh Youth 
Congress of Faridabad organized a seminar 
at the Rajasthan Bhawan here on 5th 
March, 2013. AICC Secretary, Smt. Sanimol 
Osman was the chief guest.

The Seminar was organized by Haryana 
Youth Congress leader, Shri Vikas Verma 
to discuss the security of women.

O t h e r s  pre s e nt  prom i n e nt l y  w e re 
spokesperson,  Dr.  Aadish C,  Youth 
Congress general secretary and incharge 
of Haryana, Shri Jitender Bhogal, Haryana 
Youth Congress president, Shri Rinku 
Chandila.

MADHYA PRADESH
Rajiv Gandhi Mission

Jabalpur: The Madhya Pradesh Mahila 
Congress organized the ‘Rajiv Gandhi 
Booth Contact Mission, here on 4th 
February, 2013. The meeting was presided 

over by Madhya Pradesh Mahila Congress 
president, Dr. Archana Jaiswal.

The meeting under this mission will 
appoint 230 incharges in Vidhan Sabha 
constituencies who will be trained during 
the various camps.

Misappropriation of funds
Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh government 
has misappropriated the funds received 
from the Centre for waiving off the loans 
of the farmers in 2008. This was alleged 
by Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee 
President and former Union Minister, Shri 
Kantilal Bhuria here on 6th March, 2013.

Shri Bhuria said that according to the 
CAG report, the fund given to the state 
by the Centre for the purpose of waiving 
– off the loans of farmers was found 
misappropriated and has been diverted 
elsewhere in connivance of the middlemen 
of the cooperative banks.

Shri Bhuria said that according to CAG, 
5488 account books of the banks were 
checked and it was found that 3,339 cases 
were fraud. In 1050 cases, the waiving – off 
was just on poppers but the actual benefit 
did not read the concerned formers. The 
report showed that though 3244 farmers 
were entitled for waive – off but they did 
not get the benefit, according to MPCC 
Secretary, Shri Sanjay Srivastav.

False assurances
Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee Media Chairman, Shri Manak 
Aggarwal has said that the people of the 
state should not believe the assurances 
of the state Chief Minister and other 
ministers.

Shri Aggarwal said on 6th March, 2013 
that  during the past  nine years  the 
Chief Minister and other BJP ministers 
had carried out so many functions of 
foundation stone laying ceremonies but 
the work on most of the projects has not 
yet started.

Shri Aggarwal quoted an example that a 
project of excavating a pond in Sehore 
Distr ic t  was  to  star t  for  which the 
foundation – stone ceremony and Bhoomi 
Pujan was done six years ago has but it is 
still to be dug and nothing has happened 
till date.

Now, with the Assembly elections due 
in eight months,  the Chief Minister 

and ministers are going about laying 
foundation – stones for various projects to 
misguide the public and get vote advantage 
during the elections, added Shri Aggarwal.

MAHARASHTRA
Cricket Tournament

Mumbai: North Central Mumbai District 
Congress Committee organized a two – 
day limited over Cricket Tournament to 
encourage sporting activity for youths. 
Seen in the picture is Honbl’e M.P Smt. 

Priya Dutt (Secretary AICC), along with 
Minister for Textiles and Minority Affairs 
(Govt. of Maharashtra) Mohd. Arif Nasim 
Khan and Shri Zia-ur-Rehman Wahid, 
president DCC, gave away the prizes to 
the winning team.

Tribal Convention Held
shirdi: A well attended Nomadic Tribes 
convention was organized by Youth 
Congress, Shirdi here on 26th February, 
2013. The Sabha was presided over by Hon’ble 
Minister, Shri Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil & 
Youth Leader, Dr. Sujay Dada Vikhe Patil. 
Shri Vikhe Patil recalled the contribution of 
Congress Party for the efforts made for the 
upliftment of tribal people in the state and 
assured that the government is with them. 
Krishna Shinde General Secretary, Shirdi 
Youth Congress and all his party members 
worked to organize the Sabha.
Later, caste certificate where distributed to 
school students by Dr. Sujay Dada, due to his 
support the committee had arranged various 
camps in high school with the help of revenue 

nEWs
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officers regarding caste certificates.
Also present were Haribhau Rathod (Ex M.P. 
Congress), Sumitra Kote, President Shirdi 
Np, Vidya Shinde (Councellor) Dattu Wagh, 
Ganesh Dalvi, Dashrat Tupe, Raju Shinde, 
Nanashaeb Karle, Sanjay Sadaphal, Tushar 
Shelke. Among others who spoke were Rathod 
Dr. Sujay Dada, Vidyatai. Vote of thanks was 
given by Krishna Shinde.

MANIPUR
Executive Meet Held

Manipur: The Executive Committee meeting 
of the Nambol Block Congress Committee was 
held here on 4th February, 2013.

The meeting was presided over by NBCC 
president, Shri Bhagirath Singha. The meeting 
adopted five resolutions; the first congratulated 
Shri Rahul Gandhi on being made the Vice 
– President of the AICC during the CWC 
meeting in New Delhi and the second ratified 
the appointment of Shri Gaikhangam as 
MPCC president and Deputy Chief Minister 
of Manipur and Home Minister.
The meeting also observed that the working 
in the state was right and judicious under 
Chief Minister, Shri Ibobi Singh. Three more 
resolutions were adopted.

RAJASTHAN
Tributes to Maulana Azad

Byavar: The Rajasthan Pradesh Congress 
Committee, Byavar paid tributes to former 
freedom fighter, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
here on 22nd February, 2013.

The Congress workers garlanded the 
photograph of Shri Maulana Azad. The 
meeting was presided over by Rajasthan PCC 
member, Shri Chetan Chauhan. The meeting 
was addressed by Shri Babu Lal Java.

Inactive workers to be booted out: 
PCC chief

Jaipur: PCC chief Chandrabhan on 17th 
February, 2013 said inactive party workers and 
leaders will be shown the door and Congress’s 
old faces may be given rest and several new 
faces might be seen as potential candidates 
in coming assembly and general elections. 
He added party is set to take strong and strict 
initiatives to strengthen the organization at all 
levels ahead of the assembly elections.

“Inactive Congress workers and office – 
bearers at different levels will be soon shown 
the door. Party cannot afford to suffer due to 
their inactiveness. The process in this regard 
will start soon,” said Shri Chandrabhan. 
Assembly elections (in nine states) and Lok 
Sabha elections are due in 2014. Extensive 
discussions took place on how to strengthen 
the party and make a comeback in all the 
states, he added.

The PCC chief said elections are round the 
corner and Congress might make changes 
and take strong and effective steps. He said 
in the coming elections new faces might be 
give a chance. “In the coming assembly polls 
and general elections new faces may be given 
a chance to contest the elections while the old 
ones may be given the work to strengthen the 
party organization at all levels,” he added.

He added Shri Rahul Gandhi may visit 
Rajasthan in March or April. Senior leaders 
along with PCC chief will tour the state 
extensively and address political meetings. 
Besides, in – charge secretaries will also pay 
regular visits in their respective areas.

UTTARAKHAND
Sankalp Diwas 

dehradun: Uttarakhand Region Congress 
Committee celebrated Mr. Rahul Gandhi’s 
new responsibility as Congress’s national vice 
president as “Sankalp Diwas Samaroh”.
In this function organized on 4 Feb 2013, 
Congressmen, District Chairmen, Chairpersons 
of cities, Officials of Block Units, along with 
Ministers, MLA’s, Ex-Ministers and Regional 
Officials participated. The function was presided 
over by Region’s Congress Chairmen Shri 
Yashpal Arya. On this occasion Chief Minister 
Shri Vijay Bahuguna advocated the “Sankalp 
Prastav” placed by the Party’s Spokesperson 
Shri Dhirendra Pratap.  He took resolution of 
making Congress win all the five Lok Sabha 
seats with heavy majority in the 2014’s general 
elections. He evoked Congressmen to work hard 
to reach village-to-village and people-to-people 
to make party strong.

The function was coordinated by Region’s 
General Secretary Shri Vijay Saraswat. Apart 
from Chief Minister and State Congress 
President, Cabinet Minister Shri Pritam singh, 
M.L.A Shri Pranav Champion and Ex-Minister 
Shri Hira Singh Bisht, Regional Vice President 
Shri Suryakant Dhasmana, Regional Secretary 
Mrs. Santosh Kashyap, District Secretaries: 
Haji Deen Mohammad, Dehradun, Shri 
Ghananand Nautiyal, Uttarkashi, Shri O. P. 
Chauhan, Haridwar, Shri Govind Singh Rawat, 
Garhwal, Shri Mohan Ram Arya, Champawat 
and Shri Sanjay Sharma & Prayag Dutt Bhatt 
also addressed the gathering.

UTTAR PRADESH
Blood – Donation Camp

Kanpur: Blood – donation camp was held 
here in the rural Kanpur district under the 
leadership of District incharge of MGNREGA 
on 30th January, 2013. The Martyrdom day 
of the father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi. 
The blood – donation camp was organized by 
Congressmen at the District Hospital under 
Dr. Karan Singh and Dr. Basant Pathak.
Around 21 people donated blood including 
Shri Priyendra Singh, Abhishekh Tiwari, 
Hariom Chaturvedi with others. Dr. Dipti 
Singh of the Congress was also present.

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh
Martyrdom Day 
23rd March
1907-1931

Shaheed Sukhdev 
Martyrdom Day 
23rd March
1907-1931

Shaheed Rajguru
Martyrdom Day 
23rd March
1908-1931
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PrEss BrIEFIngs

on IssUEs rEgArdIng 
KAshMIr

Shri Alvi said that there was a big controversy 
in J&K on the ban imposed on the girl’s band 
and the threats being received by them. This is 
a serious and delicate issue. The government of 
Kashmir has taken steps that were necessary. We 
feel that such incidents are happening every now 
and then. This is a secular country and in our 
Constitution there is freedom of following any 
religion. But our Constitution also gives right to 
every individual to express his feelings under the 
Freedom of Expression. In this country all have 
the right to work according to their religious rites 
but there can be no ban imposed upon them. If 
there arises any conflict then there is the law to 
resolve it. Here I would specially add that be it a 
issue of a band or any other issue and what the 
religion suggests, wheater you abide by it on not, 
you cannot impose a ban on it. In India, every 
individual has freedom to follow any religion 
and it is his will to abide by its laws or not. I 
would like to say that freedom does not mean 
to hurt someone or his feelings. But those who 
repeatedly talk about such things and such bans 
as mentioned in the religion. I have never seen 
that if a person of this religion steals, his hands 
would be cut off. I have never come across such 
a ruling by the laws of the religion on stone to 
death in the case of rape charge. I have not heard 
that according to the religious laws, women have 
a right in the property which is a major issue 
but nobody speaks about it. Because this is a 
religious matter, we do not want to comment or 
make remarks about any religion because we are 
a secular country. There is a law in this country 
and whatever is happening in Kashmir is not 
good. Whatever steps the government of that state 
takes is the best. Wednesday, 6th February, 2013 

ProBlEMs And 
dIsrUPTIons

Shri P.C. Chacko said that the Parliament Session 
begins on the 21 of this month and as usual the 
principal opposition party has nothing in their 
agenda to oppose the government. Now they are 
trying to create a smoke screen of corruption 
against the defence deals. The press conference 
addressed by the Defence Minister Shri A. K. 
Antony wherein he has made it clear that he 
has ordered a CBI enquiry into the Westland 
helicopter deal. When this issue surfaced the 
Defence Ministry immediately swung into action 
and requested the government to the information 

from outside and no time was wasted during 
the last one year when this news surfaced. The 
government has introduced certain systems in 
the ministry of defence that no defence deal is 
ambiguous because any defence deal above Rs 300 
crore has an integrity clause. This is a new system 
introduced in the defence deals and it is foolproof 
and violation of this would lead to blacklisting of 
such firms. In the case of Westland helicopters no 
defence deal happens at this part of the moment. 
It takes a long time for negotiations and it was 
in 2002 when the then Defence Minister, Shri 
George Fernandes, visited Siachen that the 
idea of purchasing modern helicopters came 
up and in 2003 the NDA government initiated 
this idea of purchasing helicopters was pursued, 
so the decision that was taken in 2003 was 
subsequently developed and over the period of 
time and consultations were held and when found 
competitive both technically and economically, 
the deal was struck in 2010 and we now found 
that Italian government found some irregularities 
and they have taken action against the CEO 
of that manufacturing company. The defence 
minister has made it clear that only after the CBI 
probe we can come to a conclusion whether any 
Indian involvement or irregularities, they will 
take strong action. Also the Defence Minister 
said that the deal would be scrapped and he has 
made it very clear. The defence deals in India are 
one of the most transparent ones in the world. 
The Defence Minister has also made it clear that 
we have no information on the involvement 
of the former Air Force chief. When this news 
surfaced 11 months back, we immediately wrote 
to the Italian and UK governments to furnish us 
with details. The documents that we have received 
don’t mention of any transaction details and we 
have been transparent and have initiated a time 
bound enquiry even before the opposition has 
made such demand. We will not allow BJP to use 
this for political propaganda.
In a situation like this, taking action so promptly 
and announcing it unambiguously, puts all doubts 
at rest. Even after this we see the BJP, that initiated 
the deal in 2003 are trying to build up a campaign 
and their intentions are very clear that they want 
to do something during the next session of the 
Parliament session.
Similarly, in 2G investigation, the CBI counsel 
colluding with an accused also came to light after 
media reports. The CBI director was presenting 
the report to the JPC and this issue was raised 
and CBI director was questioned on this. The 
CBI Director said it very clearly that they have 
instituted an enquiry and they have removed the 
counsel and investigation is going on. Prompt 
action has been taken by the government 
but these issues are now being made political 
only to raise this in the Parliament. Congress 
believes that BJP would not gain anything out 

 AICC DIARy of this kind of campaign. They will not benefit 
and they have tried these tactics in the past 
and have failed miserably. Be it 2G or defence 
deals, the government is taking action in the 
most transparent manner, but instead BJP is 
politicizing the whole issue to suit their purpose 
and make the Parliament session stormy. We are 
confident that this propaganda in the Parliament 
by the BJP would fail miserably. BJP cannot follow 
the same indiscipline as they were doing in the 
past. Inside BJP there is a lot of realization that 
it doing no good to them. Whenever they create 
problems and disruptions it invariably goes 
against them. They must have become wiser now 
and they will raise it and we will face it and I hope 
that they will not cross the limit.   Wednesday, 
13th February 2013

MAInTAIn PosITIvE 
EnvIronMEnT  

Spokesperson Shri Sandeep Dikshit made an 
appeal on behalf of the Congress Party to BJP and 
other parties asking them to maintain a positive 
environment during the Parliament Session 
that is set to begin from tomorrow and that has 
some very crucial Bills including the Budget 
and Railway Budget. He said that we hope that 
this Parliament Session progresses cordially and 
that if other political parties want to raise some 
important issues then government has already 
said that they are ready to take up these issues. 
We hope that the two month long session can 
function smoothly with participation from all 
political parties.   Wednesday, 20th February 2013

BUdgET sEssIon 
CoMMEnCEd 

Spokesperson Shri P.C. Chacko said that the 
he is happy that the Budget Session of the 
Parliament has begun. He said that there were lot 
of speculation that the Parliament Session would 
be stormy and that the session may not take place 
as there was lot of publicity and propaganda, but 
the session began on a positive note. He added 
that the Joint Session was inaugurated by the 
Honorable President Shri Pranab Mukherjee and 
this was his first speech after he took over as the 
President. It was the first time that he addressed 
the joint session of the Parliament. The President 
has presented a very optimistic picture of the 
socio-economic realities that India is facing today 
and he stressed that the youth are the greatest 
national asset and their aspirations are going 
to guide this government in the years to come. 
They constitute the majority of the population 
and that they want more job opportunities and in 
that way there is a specific promise in the speech 
of the President. He also said that government 
will create 10 crore employment opportunities 
and he also explained the anxieties of the youth 
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Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC

and about economic slowdown, the security of 
women and children and other major problems. 
In fact, the most positive aspect of his speech 
was that in spite of the deficient rainfall that 
India had the record food production and in 
this year also it is expected that we will have 
record food production and that it will ease out 
our food situation. The government’s proposal 
of introducing Food Security Bill will be the 
most important legislation in this session. 
The Land Acquisition Bill and various other 
economic reforms are going to set the tone of 
the legislative process in the session. Due to 
national and international reasons, the rate of 
growth is affected, but the government is taking 
corrective steps to take the growth to the level 
it acquired in the last decade. Also, the concern 
of this government for protecting the children 
and women, a Bill is going to come replacing the 
ordinance for protecting women. In short the 
expectations of the Honorable President are that 
this session should be a very productive session. 
There are many issues that are likely to come and 
our fervent hope and request to the opposition 
parties is that this government is ready for any 
discussion on any issue in the house or outside 
of it. He said that this Session should not be 
interrupted or affected in any way and we seek 
the cooperation of all the parties on behalf of the 
Congress Party to conduct the Session peacefully 
and fruitfully. The President’s speech has given 
a clear direction of this government and the 
progress that it intends to make. He also said 
that sometimes the external issues affect the 
Parliament and we have enough experience and 
that is why the President has made the request 
and it is the request of the Congress Party and the 
government. We will be discussing the motion 
of thanks on the President’s speech on the 27TH 
after the Question Hour at 12:00.   Thursday, 21st 
February 2013

IndIAn rAIlWAY
Spokesperson Shri Rashid Alvi said that today is 
a very significant day for our country as the Rail 
Budget was presented by the Railway Minister. 
He said that our rail infrastructure is Number 
one in Asia and number 2 in the world and 
there are many facts of Indian Railways that 
feature in the Guinness Book. He added that 
post independence and close to 9 lakh people 
were working with the railways. However, as of 

today, close to 13 lakh people are employed with 
one of the biggest organizations of our country. 
He also said that close to 1 crore people travel 
in the railways every day and mentioned that 
there is a sea of difference between the first 
budget presented post independence and that of 
today. All the governments have done their best 
to improve the services of the railways. Despite 
the loss of Rs 750 crore, the government has put 
aam aadmis interests first and has not raised the 
fare. The government has also stressed that the 
deficit should be taken care by the railways itself. 
The other big thing that the railway minister has 
introduced is linking Arunachal Pradesh with 
the rest of the country. This is a monumental 
feat and the railway minister has himself said 
in the Parliament that the Railways would go till 
Arunachal Pradesh. He said that this is certainly 
a laudable effort by our rail minister. He also 
said that the railway minister has also called 
for increasing safety measures and providing 
employment to women in RPF and introducing 
1 lakh posts including 40,000 for backward 
classes. He also said that new trains are being 
introduced and expansion of already existing 
routes. He stressed that howsoever we praise this 
budget would be less and that the government 
has taken into consideration the entire nation 
and its people. This is certainly an aam aadmis 
budget.   Tuesday, 26th February 2013

BUdgET
Spokesperson Shri Sandeep Dikshit said that 
the Congress Party welcomes the Budget 
considering the fact that the economic situation 
of the country was not that great in the last 
couple of years. He added that the losses were 
mounting and there was a need to put to plug 
to it and the Budget that the Finance Minister 
presented today is a wonderful budget in the 
present situation. He stressed that whether 
you look at the Budget’s bigger picture or small 
provisions and that the Prime Minister has kept 
the priorities of the party and the government in 
mind and allotted money to the right sectors. Shri 
Dikshit said that more money has been allotted 
all our welfare schemes including MGNREGA, 
JNNURM, NRHM, NUHM, SSA, ICDS, Midday 

Meals, and National Farmers Development 
Scheme. He added that if you look at the figures 
then you would see an increase of 20-22 per 
cent as compared to the last years’ Budget. He 
said that the Finance Minister has managed to 
bring down the current account deficit to 5.2 
per cent. He added that there was a fear that the 
deficit could go to 5.3 per cent, but the Finance 
Minister has managed to keep it below 5.3 and 
has even said that it would go down to 4.8 per 
cent in the next financial year. Shri Dikshit 
said that the Finance Minister has promised to 
bring the revenue deficit down to 3- 3.2 per cent 
and these are all decisions to be welcomed. He 
added that the Finance minister has laid special 
stress on Youth Skill Development Programme 
under which 10 lakh young people would be 
trained and if they pass an exam they would 
be given a scholarship of Rs 10,000. Also, he 
has mentioned about Women Bank and that 
Rs 57,000 crore have been allotted to women, 
Rs 77,000 crore for development of children, 
Direct Cash Transfer for the poor, an increase 
in SC/ST sub plan and poverty alleviation plan. 
Shri Dikshit said that these all decisions are 
welcomed and wanted to pay special thanks 
to the Finance Minister for allotting Rs 10,000 
crore for the Food Security Bill. Shri Dikshit said 
that the Finance Minister has also said that the 
money has been kept aside and if there is a need 
of extra funds, he would put that forward too. 
He added that the Finance Minister also spoke 
about providing support to Medium and small 
Scale Enterprises, development of Insurance 
sector, agriculture credit sector and many other 
sectors that are crucial to development. Shri 
Dikshit said that the Finance Minister has also 
got our attention to key infrastructure sectors 
including Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, 
Bangalore-Chennai Industrial Corridor and 
also a new corridor connecting Bangalore and 
Mumbai. The Finance Minister also stressed 
on two new ports and informed us about their 
progress and also about development of a new 
port. Plus, the finance minister also mentioned 
about the progress of that Cabinet Committee 
on Investment and that several old projects that 
were stalled due to some reasons would now be 
developed rapidly. Thursday, 28th February 2013

PrEss BrIEFIngs


