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The Chintan Shivir which was attended by Congress leaders from across the country concluded at Jaipur on 20th 
January, 2013.The Jaipur Declaration issued after the two days Chintan Shivir set the road map for the future course 
of action of the Congress Party.  Held in the aftermath of the earlier two sessions at Pachmarhi and Shimla where 

the party laid down its plan for the future the Chintan Shivir at Jaipur too was a path breaking event under the leadership 
of the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi.
Presided over by Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi in the presence of the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
the Congress reviewed its performance over the last eight and a half years and set the plan for the future, leading to the 
elections in 2014.
The deliberations of the Chintan Shivir were divided in five groups which discussed freely and at length the issues that were 
set out for their consideration. The subjects were (i) Political Challenges, (ii) Emerging Socio- Economic Challenges (iii) 
Women’s empowerment and Gender justice (iv) India and the World and (v) Organizational issues. The Jaipur declaration 
set out the collective thinking of the party on these important issues.
In the declaration amongst other things the party reiterated that it is the party which is the principle instrument of political 
change and the preferred vehicle of political expression for millions of young men and women who wish to contribute to 
the political life of the country.
The Congress President set the priority of her thought process by her opening remarks which talked about her commitment 
towards empowerment of women in our fabric. Especially moved by the dastardly incident of the rape of a young woman 
at Delhi, she expressed her distress at the plight of women in the country.  She said that ‘atrocities on women both in 
urban and rural India are a blot on our collective conscience and a matter of great shame. ‘Sonia ji further added that “We 
cannot tolerate the shameful social mindsets that lead towards atrocities on women and children. In this country it is the 
constitutional right of every woman and girl that she feels safe and protected and enjoys equal opportunity in all respect. 
I assure that in my personal capacity I will stress upon and press for getting the bill passed for one third reservation for 
women in the parliament and assemblies.”  She reminded about the Mahila Sashaktikaran Adhiveshan in New Delhi 10 
years ago and said that we have followed the road map set in it for the empowerment of women. Her anguish was a clear 
insight into her thought process that much more needs to be done and all in the party endorse her point of view.
Speaking at the Shivir Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said that if we looked at our work for the last 8 years we can 
proudly say that we have been largely successful in fulfilling major promises made in our 2004 and 2009 election manifestos. 
He said that it is only the Congress party that understands what all needs to be done in the country. Our party is ready to 
do all this and we are capable of doing it.
The Death anniversary of the father of the nation Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi fell on 30th January. The relevance of the 
Gandhian thought has never been felt as much as in the contemporary time. Drawing inspiration from Gandhi ji, Rahul 
Gandhi said that his thinking is drawn from the teachings of Gandhi ji who was the true leader of the masses of India. 
We celebrated the birth anniversary of one on the greatest teachers of recent times Swami Vivekananda. In a brief lifespan of 
39 years he brought about a renaissance in the way of the life of Indians. He drew upon the sources of ultimate knowledge, 
the Vedas and the Upanishads for explaining the eternal truth enunciated in them. 
We also remembered one of the greatest sons of India Lal Bahadur Shastri who passed away on 11th January, 1966. In his 
brief period while he was Prime Minister he faced many challenges. 
The elevation of Rahul Gandhi as the Vice President has been welcomed by one and all in the Congress party. His 
appointment has enthused the youth spread over the length and breadth of our country. Rahul ji on his own has talked 
about a participative party which will honour its workers and leaders at all rungs. Rahul Gandhi in his emotion charged 
speech at the Chintan Shivir said that there is no dearth of talent in the Congress Party. We have only to look within and 
to change our mind set to become disciplined and then no one can defeat us. Rahul ji said that youthful energy blended 
with the wisdom of the experienced is the key to evolving the Congress of the future. His sincerity and simplicity won 
the heart of everyone. 
We assure him of our unstinting support and that we will all work to fulfill his dream of a strong and resilient Congress 
Party.  The directions set out in the Jaipur declaration will surely take us towards a bright and successful future for the 
Congress party. v

EDITORIAL
ThE hIsTORIc chInTAn shIvIR AT JAIpuR



Congress sandesh   |  2  |   January 2013

 Published in Hindi & English

EDITOR 
Dr Girija Vyas, M.P.

MEMBERS OF 
THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Salman Khursheed, M.P.

Jairam Ramesh, M.P.

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS
Ram Naresh Sinha

Rattan Francis

MANAGER  
(ADMN. & CIRCULATION)

Kamal Shahu

EDITORIAL OFFICE
Congress Sandesh, 

All India Congress Committee
24, Akbar Road, 

New Delhi-110 011
Phone: 2301 9080 Extn: 429

Fax:2301 7047
Email: congress-sandesh@hotmail.com
Website:www.congresssandesh.com

PUBLISHER
Motilal Vora

Published every month by 
Motilal Vora 

on behalf of Sandesh Trust,
All India Congress Committee and 
printed at Chaar Dishayen Printers,

G-40, Sector-3, Noida 201 301

SubScription rateS
 One Year = Rs.100/- • Two Years = Rs.175/- • Three Years = Rs.250/- Outstation 
cheques should include Rs.25 extra towards realization charges. Cheques/
Demand Draft may be sent in favour of ‘Sandesh Trust’, 24 Akbar Road, New 
Delhi-110011

The Chintan Shivir at Jaipur saw Rahul Gandhi taking over the reigns as Vice 
President of the Congress party. It was not just the appointment of a new 
generation leader but the sincerity, commitment, sensitivity which reflected 
in his voice as he addressed the congregation of Congress workers which 
rejuvenated the millions of partymen towards a new hope of a bright future. 
Even as the political class is at its lowest ebb of credibility, to hear a leader 
identify the various short comings of the political system which require a 
correction gave a new hope that a rejuvenated and a party abreast with 
the aspirations of the younger generation will further strengthen the future 
of the Congress. The unification of the Congress which led to the return of 
the party to power under the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi will 
now be further enhanced with a new generation Rahul having accepted this 
responsibility.  Rahul ji made it clear that it is not the glamour of political 
power which gives him the energy to work for the people but a definite 
resolve to bring about a qualitative change in the system which would lead 
to the building up of a strong India To him the Congress Organization is 
the only party which understands the DNA of Hindustan and therefore is 
duty bound to lead and take India ahead in the 21st Century. He recalled 
his experiences in the Congress over the last eight years while he held the 
responsibilities over the Youth Congress and the NSUI which have prepared 
him for accepting this new and enhanced responsibility. He assured the 
Workers that he would work in a coordinated manner combining the views 
of the young and the wisdom of the old. He said there was no dearth of 
talent in the Congress. He committed to ensure respect of the ordinary 
worker in the party and to work for the betterment and inclusive growth 
of the aam aadmi. Remembering personal losses of his Grandmother and 
Father at the hands of assassins he struck an emotional chord which moved 
the Congress persons and led to understanding as to where the sincerity 
of his thought was arising from

The Congress Sandesh welcomes the appointment of Rahul Gandhi as the 
Vice President and assures him of carrying his message to ensure that his 
policies are well enunciated in times to come.
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Friends, We have just concluded a two-day 
Chintan Shivir. 

This gave us a useful opportunity to introspect, 
debate and plan for the future. It allowed us 
to discuss some of our crucial political and 
organizational challenges, as well as key 
social, economic and international issues. 
The outcome of the Shiviris being distributed 
to all of you. 

I am particularly delighted with the active 
participation of so many of our younger 
colleagues at the Chintan Shivir.  Engaging 
the youth more centrally in our organization 
is necessary. Only in this way can we develop 
and project new leadership. 

At the last AlCC Plenary held at Burari in 
December 2010, the major issue on the 
nation’s agenda was corruption, and rightly so. 
You may recall that I had placed a five-point 
action plan to deal with it. 

Since then, our Congress-led UPA government 
has moved forward on this matter. 

We have got the Lok Pal Bill introduced and 
passed in the Lok Sabha. 

We have reviewed all discretionary powers of 
ministers that could lead to misuse of public 
office, and have instituted more open methods 
of allocating natural resources. 

Gender justice and equality was one of the 
five topics that was discussed over the past 
two days at the ChintanShivir. There was 
acknowledgement that our government has 
taken many steps to ensure the welfare and 
well- being of women. New programmes have 
been launched. New laws have been enacted. 
They include an amendment to ensure equal 
rights for women in inheritance, new laws 
to protect women from domestic violence 
and sexual harassment at the work place. 
Aajeevika—the expansion and strengthening 
of women’s self-help groups. is one of our 
key flagship programmes. The sharp and 
enhanced focus on sanitation will have a 
positive impact on the dignity of women. 
Their growing involvement in panchayats 
and local administration is giving them a new 
voice and confidence. 

Making people aware of such legislation and 
demanding its enforcement must become a 
priority in our political activities. 

We cannot tolerate the shameful social 
mindsets that lead to unspeakable atrocities 
on women and children. In the last few weeks, 
some public figures have come out with 
truly shocking statements reflective of these 
completely unacceptable attitudes. 

The Congress Party has always been in 
the forefront of the struggle for the full 

We have introduced new path-breaking 
legislation for redressing public grievances, 
for protecting whistleblowers and for ensuring 
transparency in large government purchases 
and contracts. 

And we have just launched the historic AapKa 
Paisa, Aapke Haath initiative. This will, over 
time, ensure that benefits like pensions, wages, 
scholarships, subsidies reach the aam aadmi 
directly.  Corruption by middlemen will be 
eliminated. 

Let me reiterate: corruption at all levels’ is a 
deep-rooted malaise and all sections of our 
society are affected by it. We must, as a Party, 
continue to lead a determined struggle to 
combat it effectively. 

This AlCC meeting comes in the backdrop of 
concern across India on the issue of safety and 
security of women. The barbaric gang-rape 
of a young woman in the nation’s capital has 
shaken the entire country. People are rightly 
demanding answers and action. This brave 
young woman in many ways embodied the 
spirit of an aspirational India. We will ensure 
that her death will not have been in vain. She 
is tragically, a symbol of thousands of women, 
and children, who suffer a similar fate, whose 
lives are ruined or worse, and who are denied 
justice. 

TImE fOR AcTIOn
Address by Congress President on January 20, 2013  

at AICC Meeting, Jaipur, Rajasthan

AICC MeetIng
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empowerment of women. We will continue 
this campaign. Every woman and girl in our 
country has a fundamental Constitutional 
right to feel safe and secure, to enjoy full 
equality in every respect. And while on this 
subject, I assure you that I will personally 
continue to press for the passage of the law 
that would provide for one-third reservation 
for women in Parliament and state legislatures. 
Reservation for women in panchayats 
and nagarpalikas, a legacy of Rajivji, has 
transformed these institutions and is leading 
to better governance. 

To d ay  i s  a l s o  a  g o o d  o p p o r t uni t y 
to  re f l ec t  on  ours e lves  a s  a  Par ty.  
What is our political ideology?

What do we stand for? 

What sets us apart from our political opponents?

 What is distinctive about us? 

Why should people vote for us? 

These are questions I hear frequently. 

We must therefore be clear on our answers. 

We must not only be clear to ourselves, we 
have to communicate the answers cogently and 
convincingly. 

The Congress party has always been anchored 
in a vision of India. This is a vision bequeathed 
to us by our leaders, guided and inspired 
by Mahatma Gandhi who fought for the 
freedom of the country, We got the guidance 
from great leaders like Nehruji, Sardar Patel, 

Maulana Azad and Dr. Ambedkar who built 
the foundation of the modern India.  It is a 
result of this that not only respects its myriad 
of diversities but achieves its inspiration of 
its unity from them.  We are fortunates that 
great leaders like Shastriji, Indiraji and Rajivji 
provided us with the historic leadership for the 
creation of modern India.

 This is an India that is founded on a strong 
Centre, strong states and empowered institutions 
of local self-government. 

This is an India that is making the role of 
government in socio-economic transformation 
more effective, while at the same time expanding 
the space for private enterprise to flourish. 

This is an India which believes in peace in its 
neighbourhood, which engages in dialogue only 
on principles of accepted civilized behavior and 
which remains ever vigilant against terrorism 
and threats. 

In our hearts we are inclusive like no other 
party. That inclusiveness is fundamental to our 
ideology and is not a political ploy like it is for 
many of our opponents. We seek the support of, 
we appeal to and we have a place for all sections 

of society even as we pay special attention to the 
concerns of scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, 
OBCs, minorities and women. 

Similarly, our policies and programmes give 
primacy to agriculture and farmers who are 
the backbone of our economy. 

The Congress Party is the foremost symbol of 
the unity and integrity of India. Yet, we are 
defenders not just of its physical unity, our 
commitment to the emotional unity of India is 

total. We will always confront those ideologies 
and forces that challenge the very idea of India, 
that seek to polarize our society, that seek to 
segment and divide us. 

The Congress Party is the pre-eminent 
champion of parliamentary democracy. For us, 
the foundations of this democracy are provided 
by the Panchayat raj institutions. 

However, we must recognize that there is 
disenchantment with the political process. We 
must understand why this disenchantment has 
gained ground and respond with sensitivity. 
While doing so, we must categorically refute and 
reject any sweeping denigration of politicians, 
political parties and indeed of democratic 
institutions. But we do appreciate that electoral  
reforms and reforms in the financing of political 
parties are urgently  needed to restore public 
confidence. Many ideas have been under  
discussion in various official and non-official 
forums. We now need a clear and time-bound 
roadmap to make these reforms a reality. To 
catalyse this process, I am setting up a group 
in the Party to examine all these proposals and 
give us this roadmap at the earliest. 

From the very beginning, the Congress has 
always stood and fought for an egalitarian 
social order. It has introduced landmark 
programmes and schemes to rid the country 

ThIs gAvE us A usEfuL 
OppORTunITy TO 
InTROspEcT, DEbATE 
AnD pLAn fOR ThE 
fuTuRE. IT ALLOwED us 
TO DIscuss sOmE Of 
OuR cRucIAL pOLITIcAL 
AnD ORgAnIzATIOnAL 
chALLEngEs, As 
wELL As kEy sOcIAL, 
EcOnOmIc AnD 
InTERnATIOnAL IssuEs.

OuR gOvERnmEnT 
hAs TAkEn mAny 
sTEps TO EnsuRE ThE 
wELfARE AnD wELL- 
bEIng Of wOmEn. 
nEw pROgRAmmEs 
hAvE bEEn LAunchED. 
nEw LAws hAvE bEEn 
EnAcTED. ThEy IncLuDE 
An AmEnDmEnT 
TO EnsuRE EquAL 
RIghTs fOR wOmEn 
In InhERITAncE, nEw 
LAws TO pROTEcT 
wOmEn fROm DOmEsTIc 
vIOLEncE AnD sExuAL 
hARAssmEnT AT ThE 
wORk pLAcE.

EvERy wOmAn AnD 
gIRL In OuR cOunTRy 
hAs A funDAmEnTAL 
cOnsTITuTIOnAL RIghT 
TO fEEL sAfE AnD 
sEcuRE, TO EnJOy fuLL 
EquALITy In EvERy 
REspEcT.

AICC MeetIng
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of poverty and persistent social and economic 
inequities and inequalities. This is not populism. 
It is a compelling moral imperative. 

Friends, these days, every political party 
claims the development plank. The fact that 
development is itself an important electoral 
issue is a profound tribute to the Congress way.
But there is more to the Congress way. It is 
the convergence of a steadfast commitment to 
democracy, development,  secularism and social 
justice that is at its very heart. No other political 
party has this at its ideological foundation. 

This is also a good time to reflect on our 
uninterrupted eight and a half years in 
government at the Centre. 

Our record of accomplishment under the 
leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singhji, has been 
solid and outstanding. There is absolutely 
nothing to feel defensive about. We take pride 
in it. We have made rapid and inclusive 
growth the defining mission of our government. 
Unparalleled resources have been devoted to 
social welfare and poverty eradication. State 
governments, irrespective of their political 
complexion, have received unprecedented 
funds from the Centre. I am well aware that 
in many non- Congress states, the UPA’s 
flagship programmes are being claimed as the 
contribution of these states themselves. These 
are clearly false and must be exposed by all of 
you and other party colleagues. 

We have brought in a new rights-based 
approach into our discourse - the right to 
information, the right to work, the right to 
education, the forest rights act, to name four 
prominent examples. A right to food security 
and a right to fair and just compensation for 
land acquisition is on the anvil. Our party must 
make people fully aware of their entitlements. 

Even as we strive to do more, we must ensure 
that we don’t forget the long distance that we 
have traveled. We must communicate our 
achievements forcefully to the people of our 
country. It is one thing for the government 
to communicate. Ultimately, it is the Party 
organization that must propagate what we 
have done. 

India has demonstrated its resilience at a 
time when the whole world has been facing 
financial turmoil and economic stagnation. Of 
late, however, the continuing global slowdown 
is hurting us and compelling the government 

ThE cOngREss pARTy hAs 
ALwAys bEEn AnchORED 
In A vIsIOn Of InDIA. ThIs 
Is A vIsIOn bEquEAThED 
TO us by OuR LEADERs, 
guIDED AnD InspIRED by 
mAhATmA gAnDhI whO 
fOughT fOR ThE fREEDOm 
Of ThE cOunTRy, wE gOT 
ThE guIDAncE fROm gREAT 
LEADERs LIkE nEhRuJI, 
sARDAR pATEL, mAuLAnA 
AzAD AnD DR. AmbEDkAR 
whO buILT ThE fOunDATIOn 
Of ThE mODERn InDIA.  IT 
Is A REsuLT Of ThIs ThAT 
nOT OnLy REspEcTs ITs 
myRIAD Of DIvERsITIEs buT 
AchIEvEs ITs InspIRATIOn 
Of ITs unITy fROm ThEm.  
wE ARE fORTunATEs 
ThAT gREAT LEADERs LIkE 
shAsTRIJI, InDIRAJI AnD 
RAJIvJI pROvIDED us wITh 
ThE hIsTORIc LEADERshIp 
fOR ThE cREATIOn Of 
mODERn InDIA.

to take hard decisions. We know that our 
difficulties are not yet over and we need to 
explain this to our people. 

We are just about fifteen months from the 
Lok Sabha elections. I am confident that 
if we work systematically we will get a 
renewed mandate from the people. We also 
have a number of assembly elections this 
year. The foremost challenge, in my view, is 
to present a united and disciplined front to 
the people. Our large army of workers has 
only one expectation from their leaders-
unity and discipline. We must not fail them. 
We must rid ourselves of factional politics. 
The party’s victory is a victory for each and 
every one of us. 

Identifying, nurturing and encouraging new 
leadership at all levels of the organization 
is of paramount importance. This has to be 
a special task that our colleagues entrusted 
with positions of authority must undertake. 
It is the Party that has given them these 
positions. They have an obligation to the 
Party to reach out across the widest cross-
section and not confine their support or 
mentoring only to a preferred few. 

Friends, this, more than any other time, 
is time for action. We are the nation’s 
foremost political party with a proud and 
distinguished history. Hence, it is natural 
that people’s expectations are also that 
much greater. We have to perform at all 
levels, on all fronts. 

So let us mobilize our collective strength, 
our collective political will for the sake 
of our people who have time and again 
reposed their faith and confidence in us. 

This is our calling, this is our obligation. 
Jai Hind. v

AICC MeetIng
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wE hAvE bEEn LARgELy 
succEssfuL In fuLfILLIng 
mAJOR pROmIsEs mADE In  
2004 AnD 2009 : DR. mAnmOhAn sIngh

The Prime Minister’s Speech at the AICC 
Meeting on January 20, 2013

The meetings that we have had over 
the last three days are definitely 
very important. Our Government 

at the Center has completed almost 9 years 
in power. These special meetings have been 
called to decide what our priorities should 
be in the time left before the next general 
elections. 

I am confident that the Congress Party 
will get a new direction from this ‘Chintan 
Shivir’ and the AICC Session. The Jaipur 
Declaration that we are adopting will 
definitely guide us at every step.

It is also necessary for us to decide what 
we would like to tell the people as we go 
towards the 2014 general elections.  

I believe that we should divide our message 
into two parts. We should give the correct 
information about our work record to 
the people and should honestly admit the 

shortcomings in our work. We should also 
tell the people what is our dream about the 
future of the country and how do we wish 
to achieve it?

By our work plans for the future we have to 
make people believe, specially the millions 
of youth that we fully understand their 
aspirations and will take concrete steps in 
fulfilling them.

If we look at our work for the last 8 years we 
can proudly say that we have been largely 
successful in fulfilling major promises 
made in our 2004 and 2009 election 
manifestos. Our fundamental aim has been 
to make the growth of the country inclusive 
in all respects. 

In our journey towards development every 
part of the country, every section of society 
and the common man has been taken along. 
We have taken better care of the backward 

areas and backward sections of the society, 
as compared to previous governments. 
To do this we have made necessary laws, 
implemented necessary programmes and 
have arranged for the required finances.

We have also been successful in achieving 
rapid economic development. Because of 
this we have been able to devote more than 
usual resources in the areas of agriculture, 
education, health and rural employment. 

By giving emphasis on agriculture, by 
giving employment to the needy in rural 
areas under MNERGA, and by giving more 
attention to health and education we have 
promoted inclusiveness. The full impact of 
our efforts in the area of health, education 
and skil l  development will  definitely 
be visible in the coming few years. The 
eradication of polio from the country in 
the last few years has been one of our major 
achievements. 

O ur  gover nment  i s  g iv ing  push  to 
infrastructure development both by 
government investment as well as by Public 
Private Partnership. We have built the 
foundations for rapid economic growth and 
opportunities for employment generation 
in the future. 

We have also made the international 
environment conducive for India. This is 
essential for our economic development. 

During the six years of NDA rule our 
country grew at an average of only 5.8 
percent. As compared to this the UPA since 
2004, has achieved an increase in the GDP 

AICC MeetIng
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to 8.2 per cent yearly in the last eight years. 
Not only this, we have achieved this during 
the time when there were two economic 
crisis’s in the world. 

In recent times, surely our economic 
growth has decreased, but it is not as low 
as in other countries of the world. We are 
working very hard to once again increase 
our growth rate.

I f  we  c omp are  t h e  U PA  an d  N DA 
governments, then we see that during our 
time the rate of decrease in poverty is two 
and a half times more.

A large part of our population is dependent 
on agriculture. The development of the 
agriculture sector is very important for 
decreasing poverty and increasing the 
prosperity of the rural areas. This sector is 
also important for our food security. The 
agriculture growth rate during the NDA 
government was 3.0 percent. We have 
increased it to 3.7 percent in the last 8 years.

Rural landless laborer  is the poorest citizen 
of our country. The actual wage of this 
section during the NDA rule increased 
by 1.1 percent per year.   During the 
UPA government’s tenure, this wage has 
increased six times faster.

The benefits of the country’s economic 
growth can be accurately assessed by 
the speed with which the per capita 
consumption of a person in the village has 
increased. During the year 1993-94 and 
2004-5 this increase was only 0.8 percent 
per year. During the last 8 years this 
consumption has risen six times faster. This 
proves our claim of inclusive development.

This question then arises why our successes 
are not being commonly recognized? 
One of the reasons is because we have 
not  advert ised these ourselves .  Our 
communication strategy has not been very 
effective. We should send across to the 
people the message that we have taken big 
steps towards removing poverty, illiteracy 
and diseases from the country, in which we 
have been quite successful too. We should 
tell the people what we have done for the 
weaker sections of the society, Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and minorities. 
We should inform people about the special 

steps we have taken for the development of 
rural areas.

It is true that still our country has a lot of 
poverty and we have to make more effort 
to reduce it. But we should also tell people 
that as compared to earlier times poverty is 
less now and it is decreasing at a faster rate 
than ever before.

Often the public does not know that the 
benefits they are getting from the various 
schemes are of the Central Government.  
Lots of times, states where Congress is 
not in power, the state governments take 
advantage and start running these schemes 
under their own name. It is our responsible 
to make the public aware about the truth. 

Every Congress worker should make efforts 
to tell the people that not only is the central 
government is sending money for these 
schemes but it is also behind the inception 
and formulation of these schemes. 

We should also understand that  the 
aspirations of people have increased rapidly 
in the last few years. Today,  people want 
to reap the benefits of development at 
the earliest. Our youth is more aware and 
ambitious today, especially in the urban 
areas. In this fast changing world, they want 
to adopt new technology and modern ways. 
It is our responsibility to understand these 
hopes and to try and fulfill them. And we 
have to fulfill these aspirations without 
wasting time. 

The one shortcoming in our record has 
been increasing prices. During the UPA 
government’s tenure the rate of inflation 
has been higher than we wanted. The main 
reason for this is the increase in crude oil 
prices in the international market, which 
has been very high in the last 8 years. 
Another reason has been that in order to 
benefit the farmer, our government has 
increased the purchase price of crops. We 
have to take strong steps to reduce inflation, 
especially in 2013-14.

We have given constitution and legal 
guarantees in various important areas, such 
as the Right to Education and the Right to 
Information. A lot of laws have been made 
that give social and economic empowerment 
to SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities and women 
and also protect their rights. But, we must 
honestly acknowledge that making a law 
and implementing it are two different 
things. Often the first result of making 
a new law is that the violation of rights 
which was earlier overlooked comes to the 
notice of the public. I believe that this is an 
evidence of progress. This puts pressure on 
both the Centre and the State governments 
to protect the rights of the public.

Recently, the horrific incident which 
occurred with a young girl in Delhi has 
resulted in a lot of discussion about the 
status of women in our country and 
society. It is true that we have to cover a 
large distance for giving equal economic 
and social status to women and men. We 
should not forget that women are half of 

ThE AspIRATIOns 
Of pEOpLE hAvE 
IncREAsED RApIDLy In 
ThE LAsT fEw yEARs. 
TODAy,  pEOpLE wAnT 
TO REAp ThE bEnEfITs 
Of DEvELOpmEnT AT 
ThE EARLIEsT. OuR 
yOuTh Is mORE AwARE 
AnD AmbITIOus TODAy, 
EspEcIALLy In ThE 
uRbAn AREAs. In ThIs 
fAsT chAngIng wORLD, 
ThEy wAnT TO ADOpT 
nEw TEchnOLOgy AnD 
mODERn wAys. IT Is 
OuR REspOnsIbILITy 
TO unDERsTAnD ThEsE 
hOpEs AnD TO TRy AnD 
fuLfILL ThEm. AnD wE 
hAvE TO fuLfILL ThEsE 
AspIRATIOns wIThOuT 
wAsTIng TImE. 
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our population and their participation is 
essential for development and prosperity.

A few days ago at the meeting of the 
National Development Council I had 
said that in order to enhance the status 
of women in the society it is essential to 
encourage them to visit public places and 
to ensure their safety. It is our responsibility 
that we create such an environment 
where women feel safe. To do this we are 
committed to make whatever changes in 
law are required. But this is not enough. 
We have to change our social values also, so 
that respect for women increases in society. 

Now I would like to talk about international 
matters. The main objective of India’s 
foreign policy is to create a peaceful and 
stable environment in our area so that we 
can work with ease for the development of 
the country.

An example  of  this  i s  our  Civ i l ian 
Nuclear Agreement with the international 
community. By this agreement we have 
achieved a major goal of our foreign 
policy. This aim was – to free India from 
the discrimination based on nuclear 
technology. Today,  a lot of nuclear powers, 
that earlier did not want to have any 
relationship with India in the area of 
nuclear technology, can and are doing trade 
with it. The effects of this change will be 
visible only after a few years. But in a world 
where the cost of conventional energy is 
increasing day by day, freeing for sanctions 
in this area is a major achievement of India’s 
foreign policy.

Having a  Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation Agreement with various East 
Asian and South Asian neighbors and 
ASEAN has also been a major achievement. 
Often it is said that this century will be for 
Asia, during which Asia will once again 
emerge strongly in the global economy. 
I am confident that India will play an 
important role in this. 

You all know about the inhuman activity 
that Pakistan did at the Line of Control on 
8th January. We are constantly evaluating 
our relationship with Pakistan and we have 
made it clear that this incident will have an 
adverse impact of the relations between 
the two countries. Whatever action we will 

take, we will do with understanding and 
caution. We want friendship with Pakistan 
but for this they will also have to make 
effort. Without their effort, our wishing or 
trying will not make it possible.

Today,  our  GDP is at number three after 
China and America. The foundation that 
we have built on the progress that has 
been made in the last two decades can 
make India a part of the middle income 
countries by 2030. If we are successful in 
this endeavor the lives of ordinary Indians 
will change completely. The poverty that 
we know today will become a thing of the 
past. All kinds of new opportunities will 
be available to our youth. But to change 
this possibility into reality we will have 
to work very hard. We will have to build 
the competencies of our youth through 
education and skill development, so that 
this change can be swiftly brought about 
and they can reap its benefits. This is one 
of our priorities under the 12th Plan.

A few days ago the National Development 
Council has approved the 12th Plan. In this 
Plan, a framework for strong and inclusive 
development has been presented under 
which our Growth Rate which is currently 
less than 6 percent will increase to 9 percent 
by 2016-17. We have also emphasized 
on making our development sustainable 
under this plan. We will take full care of 
our environmental security in the process 
of development. 

In the 12th Plan we have also paid attention 
to the issues related to urbanization. The 
portion of population living in cities 
is constantly increasing. It is therefore 
essential that we have planned development 
of cities. To achieve this goal we are 
improving on the Jawahar Lal Nehru Urban 
Mission. 

Our goals are not such that can be achieved 
by normal efforts. This is only possible 
when some tough decisions are taken. 
A lot of these in the areas of agriculture, 
infrastructure and government finances 
fall under the jurisdiction of the state 
governments. This plan also states that if 
we do not take tough decisions we will have 
to face adverse results also.

Whatever schemes or programmes we 
make,  wil l  benef it  the people of the 
country only when they are implemented 
properly. For this both the state and central 
government have to be eff icient and 
corruption free.

We understand the frustration and anger 
that the public has against corruption. We 
have taken a lot of initiatives to increase 
transparency and increase accountability 
in the way the government works. This 
includes changes in laws,  ef forts  to 
decrease the discretionary powers of 
government servants and the inclusion 
of modern technology in administrative 
work. Our government is committed to the 
establishment of a strong Lokpal and I hope 
that we will soon be successful in doing this. 

Today, because of the Right to Information 
a lot of shortcomings in the working of the 
government have come to the notice of 
the public, which used to remain hidden 
in the absence of such a law. We welcome 
this. Whenever any wrongdoing has come 
to our notice we have taken strict action 
against the accused.

The Congress Party has a long history and 
we are proud of it. But today we are also 
ready to face the complicated challenges 
of the world using new ideas and methods. 

Despite problems such as poverty, inequality 
and illiteracy India, on the strength of its 
democratic values has been able to make a 
mark in the world. The Congress Party has 
a major role in this achievement, because 
it is only the Congress Party that can 
give right direction to this large country, 
with its various religions, languages and 
customs. Our thinking is not narrow like 
other parties. Instead we have taken along 
the whole society and all its constituents. 
Secularism, Liberalism and sensitivity 
towards the weaker sections of society have 
been our foundational values.

Lastly, I would like to emphasize that it is 
only the Congress party that understands 
what all needs to be done in the country. 
Our party is ready to do all this and we are 
capable of doing it. No other party can make 
a claim like this. This is the message that we 
have to deliver to the public effectively. v
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ThE pEOpLE Of InDIA ARE my LIfE. 
I wILL fIghT fOR ThE pEOpLE Of 

InDIA AnD fOR ThIs pARTy.  

AICC Vice President,  
Shri Rahul Gandhi’s speech  

at AICC Meeting, Jaipur

Friends, I would like to welcome all of 
you here and to thank you very much 
for all the support you have shown 

to me.

There are a lot of our workers who are not 
here today. I would also like to thank them 
for the work they do and for the blood and 
sweat they give to this Party. 

Before I begin, I would like to state that this 
is a huge honour for me. Over the last 8 
years this Party has taught me a tremendous 
amount. I have learnt from the senior leaders 
and the youngsters of this party and I want 
to thank all of you from the bottom of my 
heart for all the help and direction you have 
given me.

There are people in South India who would 
like me to speak in English and there are 
people in North India and as is the tradition, 
I will speak in English and then I will speak 
in Hindi.

In 1947 India was liberated not by arms, but 
by unleashing the voice of our people. Other 
countries fought violently. Other countries 
fought with weapons. Other countries fought 
with death. India fought with non-violence 
and with voice.

Everybody told us that it cannot be done. 
Everybody told us that if you want to get rid 
of the British you have to use violence. And 
the Congress Party said no, we are not going 
to use violence. We are going to use non-
violence. And we defeated the biggest empire 
of its time and we sent them home. This was 
energy behind the Freedom Movement! 

Voices, Millions and millions of our voices.

Gandhiji’s successors led by Jawahar Lal 
Nehru freed the voice of every Indian by 
ensuring that democracy became the bedrock 
of our Constitution. Relentlessly championing 
the voice of every Indian will always be the 
essence of the Congress Party. And not an 
Indian of one caste or one religion. I would 
like to repeat it: every single Indian is going 
to be supported by the Congress Party. No 
matter where he is; no matter who he is. If 
he is Indian, we work for him.

Let’s look at the last sixty years of India’s 
successes. They have all come when we gave 
our people voice. The Green Revolution 
restored the voice of the farmer. Bank 
nationalization restored the voice of the poor 
in the market for credit. The IT and telecom 
revolutions literally gave the people voice, 
millions of people’s voice. And if you have a 
cell phone in your pocket today, it is result 
of that revolution. And it’s an honour that 
Manmohan Singhji is sitting here because 
he spearheaded another revolution. In 1991, 
he unleashed the voice of thousands in the 
field of entrepreneurship and changed this 
country forever.

The UPA Government has followed Gandhiji’s 
model. It has created platforms for those 
denied their voice in the political system. 
For the first time in our history our people 
have been guaranteed their basic rights – 
social and economic rights. The Food Bill 
will ensure that no mother sees her child 
go hungry at night; the RTI allows every 
single Indian to personally take on the battle 
against corruption; MGNREGA has given 

millions of Indians pride in their work; Right 
to Education enables every child to aspire to 
greatness. All of these radical innovations 
were possible only because of the growth 
provided by the Congress Party and the UPA.

But there are many challenges ahead. The 
voices of a billion Indians are today telling us 
that they want a greater say in government, 
in politics and in administration. They are 
telling us that the course of their lives cannot 
be decided by a handful of people behind 
closed doors who are not fully accountable 
to them. They are telling us that India’s 
governmental system is stuck in the past. It 
has become a system that robs people of their 
voice, a system that disempowers instead of 
empowering.

But why are we in this situation? Why is it, 
I ask you, that our ministries do the work of 
Panchayats? Why does the Supreme Court 
handle the load of the lower houses of justice? 
Why does the Chief Minister need to appoint 
a teacher? Why are Vice Chancellors chosen 
by people who are far removed from the 
education system? No matter what state you 
look at, no matter which political party you 
look at why do a handful of people control 
the entire political space? Power is grossly 
centralized in our country. We only empower 
people at the top of a system. We don’t believe 
in empowering people all the way to bottom.

Every single day, I meet people who have 
tremendous understanding, deep insight and 
no voice. And all of us meet them. They are 
everywhere. But almost always they are kept 
outside our systems. No one can hear their 
voice. No matter how much they try to speak 
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no one listens. And then I meet people holding 
high positions with tremendous voice but with 
no understanding for the issues at hand.

Why does this happen? It happens because we 
don’t respect knowledge. We respect position. 
And it does not matter how much wisdom 
you have, if you do not have a position, you 
mean nothing.

This is the tragedy of India.

Why is our youth angry? Why are they out 
on the street? They are angry because they are 
alienated and excluded from the political class. 
They watch from the sidelines as the powerful 
drive around in their lal battis. Why are the 
women suffering? Because their voice is being 
trampled upon by people with arbitrary power 
over their lives. Why are the poor confined to 
powerlessness and poverty? Because decisions 
regarding their lives and the services they need 
are decided by people far away answerable to 
them only in theory.

Until we start to respect and empower people 
for their knowledge and understanding, 
we can’t change anything in this country. 
All our public systems – administration, 
justice, education, political systems – all 
of them are designed to keep people with 
knowledge out. They are all closed systems. 
Their design promotes mediocrity and 
mediocrity dominates discussion while the 
voices of insight and thought are crushed by 
the loudness of those who possess neither 
understanding nor compassion.

Success in these systems does not come 
through building, it comes by excluding. It 
comes not by pushing people forward, but 
by holding people back. Everyday initiative is 
killed to maintain the status quo. We do not 
praise our colleagues or look at their strengths. 

And all of us, every single one of us does it. We 
won’t praise other people. We will ask them 
“bhaiya, what is your weakness?” We only look 
at ways to neutralize them. And every single 
day all of us are faced with the hypocrisy of this 
system. We all see it. And then we pretend that 
it is not there. People who are corrupt stand 
up and talk about eradicating corruption; and 
then people who disrespect women everyday 
of their lives talk about women rights.

Until we start to respect and empower people 
for their knowledge, for their understanding, 
we are never going to change this country.

We need the aam aadmi to participate in our 
politics. Because even as I speak their future 
is being decided in closed rooms. There is a 
young and impatient India and it is demanding 
a greater voice in the nation’s future. Let me tell 
you that they are not going to watch silently.

Our priorities are clear.

The time has come to question the centralized, 
unresponsive and unaccountable systems 
of  de c is ion-ma k ing  in  gover nance , 
administration and politics. The answer is 
not that people say we need to run the system 
better. The answer is not in running these 
systems better. The answer is to completely 
transforming these systems.

Yet, I am optimistic.

I am optimistic because we have already put 
the building blocks of this revolution in place. 
And to a big degree I would like to thank 
the Congress President, the Prime Minister 
and the Congress Party for putting these 
building blocks in place. Let me tell you what 
these building blocks are. First of all, India is 

more connected today than it has ever been. 
We have the network of roads, information, 
communication, people and media for new 
ideas to emerge, develop and take flight. It is 
no longer possible to limit an idea whose time 
has come. Aadhar gives us an unprecedented 
mechanism to recognize the unique journey 
of aspiration of every single Indian no matter 
where he is. Direct cash transfer is going to 
allow us to respond to these dreams with an 
empowering delivering system. My father used 
to speak about 15 paisa to the rupee reaching 
the people and we today are preparing the 
system that is going to answer that question. 
We are going to answer that question. And 
99% of our people’s money can go to them. 
It is a revolution that no other country has 
done. And we are preparing that revolution. 
We prepare the revolution and our opponents 
say that we are bribing the country. Giving 
the people their due is now called bribing the 
country. They say it because they are scared. 
They understand what Aadhar can do. They 
understand what cash transfers can do. And 
most important, they understand what people 
in the Congress Party, what the thinking in the 
Congress Party can do. Panchayati Raj and the 
women’s self-help movement have given us the 
platform to transform our democracy. The 
balance of power in national decision-making 
must shift away from Delhi and the state 

capitals to the last Panchayat and Municipal 
Ward.  The Congress Party must continue to 
wage a relentless battle to overcome social 
prejudice and discrimination against women, 
dalits, minorities and tribals.

I am optimistic because of the buildings blocks. 
But I am most optimistic and excited because 
I see the energy, the passion and capability 
of our youth. We need to respond to their 
urgent demand for jobs, now. Our institutions 
of learning and training must respond, first 
and foremost, to preparing youth at scale for 
the best jobs in the world. Equally, decisions 
that matter to creating jobs need to be further 
liberated from irrational red-tape and outdated 
laws so that the tremendous energy of India’s 

I Am OpTImIsTIc 
bEcAusE Of ThE 
buILDIngs bLOcks. buT 
I Am mOsT OpTImIsTIc 
AnD ExcITED bEcAusE 
I sEE ThE EnERgy, 
ThE pAssIOn AnD 
cApAbILITy Of OuR 
yOuTh.

 pEOpLE whO ARE 
cORRupT sTAnD up 
AnD TALk AbOuT 
ERADIcATIng 
cORRupTIOn; AnD 
ThEn pEOpLE whO 
DIsREspEcT wOmEn 
EvERyDAy Of ThEIR 
LIvEs TALk AbOuT 
wOmEn RIghTs.

ThERE Is A yOung AnD 
ImpATIEnT InDIA AnD 
IT Is DEmAnDIng A 
gREATER vOIcE In ThE 
nATIOn’s fuTuRE.
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youth will be fully unleashed. Now I want to 
speak in Hindi about the party’s organization. 

You have bestowed a big responsibility upon me. 
Though it is described as a political party, but 
in true sense it is a family. You all agree that 
this is the largest family of India, or perhaps the 
world and all people can enter as members of 
it. Do you think a change is needed or not? Yes, 
we need to bring about a change at a fast pace, 
but a well thought out change, we have to talk 
in one voice about bringing about a change and 
bring a change.  We have to do if after serious 
thinking and after hearing the views of all of 
you. Earlier I was the General Secretary for 
the Youth Congress, General Secretary for the 
NSUI and now I am the Vice-President of the 
party. You should not think that Rahul Gandhi 
only talks about the youth.  Rahul Gandhi’s 
family includes the Youth Congress, NSUI, 
Congress Party, Mahila Congress.  From now 
onwards Rahul Gandhi will work for everyone. 
I view everyone young or old, inexperienced 
or experienced, women or whoever. I will 
listen, and try to understand, to whatever you 
would say. I have been into active politics for 
the past 8-9 years, I have learnt that whatever 
has to be done, it has to be done with deep 
understanding, and not in haste. If there has 
to be a change, it has to be brought about over 
a period of time and has to be well thought out.

I want to say one or two things! You have talked 
about change I want to talk about rules and 
regulations. Congress party is an organization 
which is biggest in the world. But it is such 
an organization, that it follows no rules and 
regulations. Perhaps there is not even a single 
rule or regulation in this party. Every two 
minutes, we make new rules and regulations 
and forget the old ones. And, perhaps no 
one knows what are our party’s rules and 
regulations. It is a great organization!  Often I 
wonder how this organization functions! How 
it wins elections? How it finishes other political 
parties? But I fail to understand! The Congress 
party wins elections, all of a sudden workers 
spring up, leaders spring up. Sheila ji was telling 
me that I don’t know how it happens? But just 
before an election all become active and start 
working. This is Gandhi’s organization. It has 
the ‘DNA’ of Hindustan, which our opponents 
don’t understand. They ask themselves what 
all is happening.  Some claim we are a political 
party of one caste, others say we are a party 
of only one religion, but the Congress party’s 
DNA is of Hindustan. We don’t identify any 

caste, we don’t identify any religion, and we 
only identify the DNA of Hindustan.  Everyone 
is in it.  So the first thing is that it requires rules 
and regulations. 

The second thing is that we do not focus on 
leadership development.  If we need a Chief 
Minister in a state then like before there used 
to be a picture, there used to be picture of forty 
people of the Congress Party, Nehru, Patel, Azad 
used to be there.  They were giants.  Anyone 
amongst them could be the Prime Minister of 
the Country.  Anyone amongst them could run 
the country.  Not only the state they could run 
the country.  We have to prepare 40-50 such 
leaders.  In each state we should have five, 
six, seven or ten such leaders who can become 
Chief Ministers.  And this should happen in 
each district, each block and if someone was 
to ask, what does the Congress party do then 
we should say that Congress Party prepares 
leaders for the future of the country.  Congress 
Party prepares secular leaders, such leaders 

who understood Hindustan.  Who understand 
and are grass root leaders.  It prepares such 
leaders.  It prepares those leaders who, when 
the people of Hindustan see would say that 
we want to stand behind them. So leadership 
development is required and for this we would 
require organizational structure, a system and 
information.  Because that,  which does not 
happen in this party, does not happen because 
we don’t want it to happen.   It does not happen 
because we have no system, and a system can 
be made.  You will make this system and you 
will run this system.

Let us talk of tickets. Our workers work at the 
grass-roots.  We have sitting amongst us District 
Presidents, Block Presidents, Block Committee, 
and District Committee.  They are not asked.   
Are there any District Presidents here? Yes they 
are here!  They are not consulted during tickets 
distribution, organization is not consulted.  
Decisions are taken at the top that who should 
get the ticket.  Then what happen?  People from 
other parties join us, join us just before the 
election.  They come and loose their election and 
again leave us.  Our party worker says that just 
prior to an election that we look above, a leader 
parachutes just before the election from another 
party, fights the election and takes a flight and 
flies away.  We have to change this.  To start with 
we should respect our Congress Party workers.  
And not only respect our party workers but 
also our party leaders.  What do you mean 
by respecting the leaders?  If the leaders have 
carried out good work, if the leaders is working 
for the people, whether the leaders is junior or 
senior, however small or however big if he is 
working he should be encouraged to go ahead.  
And if  he not working then we should say, you 
are not working and is after being told two or 
three times we should give a chance to  others.  

One more thing, during elections our own people 
contest against us.  At elections time they contest 
as Independents or get independent to contest. 
There is a need to take a strict action against 
them.  We need to take a strong action against 
them. We all know about these things, I also 
know this.  The deficiency is in implementation.  
There is knowledge, there  is expertise, we can do 
this.  And the day we do this no one will be able 
to stand against us.  From the day the voice of 
the people starts resounding with the Congress 
Party! It does today more than other parties! 
But when the voice resounds with depth, the 
day the people from the Panchayats, wards 
come and sit amongst us no one will be able to 

ThE DEfIcIEncy Is In 
ImpLEmEnTATIOn.  ThERE 
Is knOwLEDgE, ThERE  Is 
ExpERTIsE, wE cAn DO 
ThIs.  AnD ThE DAy wE 
DO ThIs nO OnE wILL bE 
AbLE TO sTAnD AgAInsT 
us.  fROm ThE DAy ThE 
vOIcE Of ThE pEOpLE 
sTARTs REsOunDIng 
wITh ThE cOngREss 
pARTy! IT DOEs TODAy 
mORE ThAn OThER 
pARTIEs! buT whEn 
ThE vOIcE REsOunDs 
wITh DEpTh, ThE DAy 
ThE pEOpLE fROm ThE 
pAnchAyATs, wARDs 
cOmE AnD sIT AmOngsT 
us nO OnE wILL bE AbLE 
TO DEfEAT us. 
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defeat us.  Then what will happen?  That which 
comes within us on some days, the anger, the 
pain, the frustration, it will reduce, the smile 
will come to us and people will say we are 
enjoying ourselves.  We will go and defeat the 
opposition parties.  We will fight with ease and 
win with ease.

I have been actively involved in the party for 
the past 8 years, I have learnt a lot from you 
all. Very senior leaders are present here. I 
heard Sisram Olaji speaking, how deep things 
he told us, youth were also listening. There was 
Chidambaramji, Antonyji are also there, and 
they also spoke about various serious things. 
There is not dearth of capability, no dearth 
of depth. No other party thinks the way the 
Congress thinks, no other party has depth like 
we have.It is visible in the Parliament, visible 
everywhere.  I want to say to you that I don’t 
know everything, there is no one in this world 
who knows everything. But if you are asked, 
Congress party has crores of people, somewhere 
the knowledge is there.  I will ask senior leaders, 
Sheilaji is here, Gehlotji is here, Alvi is here, 
there are many, I can’t take everyone’s name. I 
will ask you, I will learn from you, this party’s 
history, this party’s thought is inside you. I 
will listen to you and take your voice forward. 
Often we talk of fairness. Yesterday I said in 
the meeting that there are two people in a court 
room, one is a judge and the other a lawyer. I 
will act like a Judge, and not as a lawyer. 

Now, again I want to speak in english 
beacuase people from South  India would be 
saying....I cant speak tamil.....I want to tell you 
something emotional, I want to speak straight 
from my heart.

This morning I got up at 4 A.M. and went 
to the balcony. I thought now you have a big 
responsibility in front of you and people are 
standing behind you, people are standing 
on your side. It was dark and it was cold. I 
decided I was not going to tell you only what 
you wanted to hear. I decided I was going to 
tell you a little bit about what I feel. I want 
to tell you about Hope and I want to tell you 
about Power.

When I was a little boy I loved to play 
badminton. I loved it because it gave me 
balance in a complicated world. I was taught 
how to play, in my grandmother’s house, 
by two of the policemen who protected my 
grandmother. They were my friends. Then 
one day they killed my grandmother and took 

away the balance in my life.

I felt pain like I had never felt before. My 
father was in Bengal and he came back. The 
hospital was dark, green and dirty. There was 
a huge screaming crowd outside as I entered. 
It was the first time in my life that I saw my 
father crying. He was the bravest person I 
knew and yet I saw him cry. I could see that 
he too was broken.

In those days our country was not what it 
is today. In the eyes of the world we had 
nothing. We were seen as worthless. We didn’t 
have money; we didn’t have cars. Everybody 
said that we were a poor country. Nobody 
thought about us.

That same evening I saw my father address 
the nation on television. I knew, like me, he 
was broken inside. I knew, like me, he was 
terrified of what lay in front of him.  Then 
as he spoke on that dark night I felt a small 
glimmer of hope. It was like a small ray of 

TODAy InDIA Is nOT 
LIkE IT wAs In 1984. 
wE ARE nO LOngER 
sEEn As wORThLEss. 
TODAy ThE EnTIRE 
wORLD Is cOuRTIng 
us. TODAy wE ARE 
ThE fuTuRE. AnD As I 
sAID bEfORE, nATIOns 
ARE nOT buILT On 
schEmEs AnD pLAns. 
ThEy ARE RAIsED On A 
fOunDATIOn Of hOpE. 
I Am sTAnDIng hERE 
bEcAusE I bELIEvE ThAT 
ThE cOngREss pARTy Is 
A symbOL Of ThIs hOpE 
AnD hAs ThE pOTEnTIAL 
TO EmbODy IT.

light in a dark sky. I can still remember what 
it felt like. The next day I realized that many 
people had seen it too.

Today as I look back – I have a political 
career of 8 years and I am 42 years old – I can 
see that it was that small ray of hope in the 
darkness that helped change India into what 
it is today. Without hope you cannot achieve 
anything. You can have plans, you can have 
ideas, but unless you have hope, you cannot 
change things; you cannot move things the 
size of India.

Now I want to talk to you about Power.

Last night everyone congratulated me. 
Many of you came and hugged me and 
congratulated me. Everybody congratulated 
me. But last night my mother came to my 
room and she sat with me and she cried. 
Why did she cry? She cried because she 
understands that the power so many seek is 
actually a poison. She can see it because of 
what it does to the people around her and 
the people they love. But most importantly 
she can see it because she is not attached to 
it. The only antidote to this poison is for all of 
us to see it for what it really is and not become 
attached to it. We should not chase power for 
the attributes of power. We should only use it 
to empower the voiceless. In our work – it is 
my mother’s experience of a lifetime, it is my 
experience of 8 years and I am sure many of 
you here who deal with power everyday and 
understand what I am saying and realize the 
positive and the negative.  We mustn’t forget 
that there is negative and that you have to be 
very careful when you are going to administer 
power and when you use power.

Today India is not like it was in 1984. We 
are no longer seen as worthless. Today the 
entire world is courting us. Today we are the 
future. And as I said before, nations are not 
built on schemes and plans. They are raised 
on a foundation of hope. I am standing here 
because I believe that the Congress Party is a 
symbol of this hope and has the potential to 
embody it. I’d like to end again by saying that 
for me the Congress Party is now my life. The 
people of India are my life. And I will fight 
for the people of India and for this Party. I 
will fight with everything I have. And I invite 
all of you to stand up and take on this fight.

Thank you. v
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ThE JAIpuR DEcLARATIOn

PolItICAl ChAllenges

1. The Indian National Congress stands 
fully determined and confidently 
prepared to face the political 
challenges ahead: governance 
amidst an economic slowdown, 
launching the XII Five Year Plan, 
and political mobilization for the 
various Vidhan Sabha elections in 
2013 and the Lok Sabha elections 
of 2014. The Congress will go 
to the people on the basis of the 
performance of the Congress-led 

UPA government, the promise of 
stability and good governance, and 
a restatement of its core values and 
ideology – secularism, nationalism, 
social justice, social cohesion, and 
economic growth for all, especially 
the aam aadmi representing the 
poor and the middle-classes. 

2. The Indian National Congress 
recognizes the fundamental need 
to give a sense of security to every 
Indian – to him or her, to his 
or her family and to his or her 

community. It vows to mobilize 
all the resources of the State to 
maintain law and order and provide 
maximum possible security to all 
Indians, against both external and 
internal threats. 

3. The Indian National Congress 
rejects the outdated ideologies 
and obscurantist philosophies of 
opposition parties, and re-commits 
itself to the principles of economic 
growth and social justice which 
have come to define the inclusive 

Preamble
Conscious of its historic responsibility as the Party that led the struggle for freedom and formed successive 

governments in the first thirty years after Independence as well as subsequently;

Recalling its seminal contributions to India’s unity, integrity, secular polity and democratic federalism;

Acknowledging with humility and gratitude the trust reposed in the Party by the people of this country;

Mindful of its special obligations to the poor and weaker sections of the people, especially women, 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes and minorities;

Recognising that it is the Party which is the principal instrument of political change and the preferred 
vehicle of political expression for millions of young men and women who wish to contribute to the 

political life of the country;

Proud of its role as the Party that set the direction of the economy of the country, especially at critical 
turning points in its history;

Aware of the challenges thrown up by undemocratic, divisive and exclusionary political and social 
formations;

Resolving to confront the challenges with determination and remain the authentic voice and representative 
of the vast majority of the people of the country who occupy the middle ground;

Looking back on the eight years during which the Party has been at the head of the Government at the 
Centre and the spearhead of an economic and social transformation that is still underway;

And preparing for the electoral battles that lie ahead in 2013 and 2014,

the Indian National Congress, having conducted a unique deliberative exercise over the last two days and 
holding a meeting of its highest executive body, the All India Congress Committee, has adopted this day 

the following Declaration which shall be called
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growth model of the Congress-led 
UPA government. It calls on all 
secular and progressive forces of the 
country to unite in this ideological 
battle against those who polarize 
and divide our society.

4. The Indian National Congress 
unequivocally re-commits itself to 
representing India’s ‘middle-ground’, 
speaking for the vast majority of 
the people of India, and fighting 
against fringe elements that foster 
divisive and destructive ideologies. 
The Congress is the Party that is 
committed to science, modern 
technology, inclusive innovation 
and job-creating growth for the 
youth of India. The Indian National 
Congress commits to strengthening 
its support base – identifying its 
natural supporters, retaining the 
support of those sections that are 
with the Congress, and winning over 
those sections that have drifted away.  

5. The Congress rededicates itself 
to the cause of the poor and the 
marginalized, especially dalits, 
adivasis, OBCs, minorities and 
women, for which it has always 
stood. In addition, the Congress 
recognizes that there is a new 
aspiration for advancement among 
the people, especially among the 
youth and the middle-class. This 
itself is a result of the policies and 
programmes of the Congress and its 
governments. The Congress pledges 
to speak for both the young middle 
class India and the young deprived 
India. The Party will be responsive 
to the new aspirations of the youth 
and will offer credible policies and 
programmes for them, especially job 
creating programmes.

6. The Indian National Congress 
has stood firmly in favour of 
empowerment of the weaker 
sections of society. It has shown 
its unwavering commitment to 
their causes through its deeds such 
as the enactment of reservations 
in educational institutions and in 
recruitment and promotions in 

government jobs. The Congress 
will continue to work relentlessly 
until it achieves the objective of 
empowerment of all, and will boldly 
and fearlessly take on the political 
parties that are parochial, sectarian, 
elitist or exclusionary.

7. The Indian National Congress will 
continue to be at the forefront of fighting 
corruption at all levels, especially 
corruption at the bureaucratic and 
political levels. The Congress-led 
UPA Government has already got the 
Lok Pal Bill passed in the Lok Sabha 
and has also undertaken a series of 
measures to improve transparency and 
accountability in governance and to 
fight corruption. These achievements 
need to be communicated clearly and 
articulately by party workers to the 
people. The Party will also pursue 
vigorously an agenda for electoral 
reform and judicial reform.

8. The Indian National Congress reaffirms 
its political commitment to good 
governance and better delivery of 
services to the people. In this regard, 
it urges the government to ensure a 
timely and effective implementation of 
the Aapka Paisa Aapke Haath initiative, 
which will ensure that benefits reach 
the people directly, on time and at their 
doorstep, while eliminating corruption 
and leakages.

9. The Indian National Congress makes a 
firm political commitment to addressing 
India’s human development, especially 
the challenges of malnutrition, infant 
and maternal mortality, access to water, 
sanitation and basic healthcare, and 
housing in both urban and rural India, 
which continue to hold India back 
despite rapid economic growth. These 
are issues not just for governments to 
handle but that are fundamental to the 
Congress Party’s political action and 
political mobilization. While major 
strides have been made in the last eight 
years, with big increases in resources 
allocated to human development, more 
needs to be done. This is not just a socio-
economic challenge, it is a political 
challenge to which the Congress Party 
reaffirms its commitment.

10. The Indian National Congress reaffirms 
that political mobilization is critical to 
ensuring peace in areas where militancy, 
insurgency and left-wing extremism 
exist. It goes without saying that security 
operations have to be strengthened and 
development activities for creating 
social and physical infrastructure have 
to be taken up simultaneously. But, 
at the same time, the Congress Party 
believes intensive political mobilization 
is required to tackle the problems at their 
root. The Party will take the lead in this 
regard. We also call for the vigorous 
implementation of PESA, 1996 and the 
Forest Rights Act, 2006 to ensure that 
adivasis are empowered and brought 
into the mainstream of developmental 
activities. The widespread perception 
that the Forest laws impede our ability 
to deal with left-wing extremism must 
be recognized and addressed.

11. The Indian National Congress has 
always acknowledged the exemplary 
contribution being made by our jawans 
and para-military forces to the nation. 
The Party has always accorded the 
highest possible priority to the welfare 
of our ex-servicemen. We call upon the 
Government to ensure that the concerns 
of ex-servicemen and their families are 
fully addressed and that ex-servicemen 
continue to be involved in nation 
building activities.

12. The Indian National Congress realizes 
the large regional disparities that exist 
both at national and state levels and 
pledges to work for the progress of the 
backward regions of the country. Until 
balanced and inclusive development of 
all regions is ensured, India cannot make 
progress. While migration is a natural 
phenomenon in a developing country, 
we will work to ensure that there are 
adequate new investments to create jobs 
and opportunities for self-employment 
for migrants and that they have access to 
basic services and public infrastructure. 

 eMergIng soCIo-eConoMIC 
ChAllenges

13. The Indian National Congress firmly 
believes that India stands at the 
threshold of great social advancement 
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and economic prosperity. We hold an 
unwavering belief in the future of our 
country and to that end we have not 
allowed, and will not allow, economic 
growth to be undermined by vested 
interests. Our biggest socio-economic 
challenge is to ensure inclusive growth 
with jobs to reduce inequality.

14. The Indian National Congress is deeply 
mindful that a large number of our 
brothers and sisters still live in poverty 
and deprivation without access to basic 
services or tools of self-empowerment. 
We will continue to work tirelessly for 
their socio-economic upliftment. We 
commit to ensuring the elimination of 
hunger and malnutrition in India by the 
year 2020.

15. The Indian National Congress also 
acknowledges the fact that there is a 
rising educated and aspirational middle 
class, especially in urban areas. We will 
continue to create new opportunities for 
them and a climate conducive to their 
advancement. 

16. The Congress-led UPA government 
has enacted many progressive socio-
economic rights-based legislations in 
the last eight years, such as the Right 
to Information Act, Right to Education 
Act, Mahatma Gandhi NREGA, Forest 
Rights Act, etc. New legislations are also 
underway, such as laws on compensation 
and resettlement and rehabilitation 
(R&R) in land acquisition and food 
security. The Indian National Congress 
will play an active role in making people 
aware of these legislations and how to 
benefit from them. It will also make 
people aware how they can become a 
force for improving implementation and 
monitoring of these legislations.

  17. The Indian National Congress pledges 
to continue untiringly its fight against 
inflation, which affects the everyday life 
of the aam aadmi. The path that we have 
chosen - increasing production of goods 
and services, improving productivity, 
containing wasteful expenditure, and 
fiscal prudence – will in the medium 
term moderate inflation and bring relief 
to the common man.

18. The Indian National Congress is 

concerned about the insufficient 
allocations and utilization under the 
Tribal Sub Plan and Scheduled Caste 
Special Component Plan in Central and 
States budgets. The Party calls upon 
the Government to consider bringing a 
national legislation to assure allocation 
of sufficient resources to these plans, as 
has been recently done by the Congress 
government in Andhra Pradesh.

19. The  Indian  Nat ional  Congress 
acknowledges that the rights of the 
minorities have not yet been fully 
secured. The Party urges the Government 
to make all efforts to protect the rights of 
the minorities including equality before 
law and the equal protection of laws. 
The recommendations of the Sachar 
Committee are relevant and should 
serve as a guide to the Government 
when it implements the Prime Minister’s 
15 point programme and other minority 
related programmes. 

20. The Indian National Congress pledges to 
create a business environment conducive 
to investment and entrepreneurship. We 
must position India favourably to both 
domestic and foreign investors. The 
Party believes that Government must 
take initiatives that will create more 
incomes for farmers and create new 
opportunities for employment. One 
such initiative was the decision to allow 
foreign investment, besides domestic 
investment, in the retail sector. The 
Party also believes that Khadi, Micro, 
Small and Medium enterprises should 
be given all possible encouragement 
to generate more jobs. The revival and 
growth of the handloom industry should 
receive the highest priority. 

21. The Indian National Congress believes 
that ensuring good governance, 
especially at the grassroots, is the 
prerequisite to ensure that our socio-
economic policies actually achieve their 
desired objectives. Redressal of public 
grievances at the grassroots level within 
a specified period of time is necessary, 
and the Citizens Right to Grievance 
Redress Bill, introduced by the UPA 
government in Parliament, is a step in 
this direction. The implementation of 
the recommendations of the Second 

Administrative Reforms Commission 
set up by the UPA government will also 
be completed within the next 12 months. 
We also commit to implementing key 
e-governance initiatives.

22. The Indian National Congress believes in 
further empowering local governments 
- Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban 
Local Bodies – especially with regard to 
implementation of government schemes 
and public services. Stakeholders 
should also be made responsible for the 
implementation of all schemes.

23. The Indian National Congress has always 
recognized the critical importance of 
education, especially school education. 
The Party will urge the Government 
to promote access to education for all, 
quality education, quality instruction 
by qualified teachers, and expansion 
and upgradation of the government 
school system. Party workers will be 
encouraged to play a proactive role 
to ensure that these objectives are 
achieved.

24. The Indian National Congress is a 
Party that has always acknowledged the 
crucial role the youth of our nation play 
in its development. We are a Party that 
has a strong and proactive youth-driven 
cadre. We are a fortunate nation with a 
young workforce. The Indian National 
Congress will take all steps to enable 
India reap this demographic dividend. 
We will create 10 million jobs every 
year and impart skills training to youth 
to take up these jobs.

25. The Indian National Congress is 
especially mindful of the significance 
of the agriculture sector. The prosperity 
of the Indian farmer is our foremost 
concern. We will offer a fair and 
remunerative Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) for critical farm products 
and support programmes to increase 
productivity and profitability of 
agriculture, horticulture, livestock, 
aquaculture and other farm-related 
sectors. We commit to increasing 
the agricultural growth rate to over 
4% and disseminating the fruits of 
agricultural research. We will accelerate 
efforts to conserve water, especially 
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through recharging groundwater, and 
optimising our irrigation potential. We 
remain deeply committed to the urgent 
enactment of a strong National Food 
Security Act.

26. The Indian National Congress has 
taken many measures - legislative and 
administrative- to empower the common 
man in relation to the Government.  
In continuation of the rights-based 
approach to legislation, we have 
drafted and introduced a new law on 
land acquisition and resettlement and 
rehabilitation (R&R). The new law 
will replace an archaic law and put 
the compensation, rehabilitation and 
resettlement of the affected parties 
as its primary concerns. We will take 
all possible steps to ensure the timely 
enactment and implementation of this 
law as well as updation of land records.

27. The Indian National Congress is 
committed to the rapid development 
of public infrastructure such as roads, 
highways, ports, railways and electricity. 
We firmly believe that infrastructure is 
the backbone of a strong nation and a 
strong economy. We will work towards 
the identification and completion of 
all pending projects on time. We will 
expedite the implementation of the 
industrial corridor projects and ensure 
full road connectivity to all rural 
habitations.

28. The  Indian  Nat ional  Congress 
acknowledges that labour, including 
contract labour and labour in the 
unorganized sector, is a crucial factor 
in economic development. We will 
ensure the implementation of laws 
and regulations concerning minimum 
wages, social security benefits including 
pension, and fair labour practices in 
order to fully involve the working class 
in economic development.

29. The Indian National Congress has always 
been committed to making technology 
and innovation important drivers 
of India’s inclusive growth model. 
Successive Congress governments 
have had the vision to deploy science 
and technology to improve the life of 
the aam aadmi. The initiative of the 

Congress-led UPA government to take 
broadband internet to every panchayat in 
India in order to connect and empower 
every Indian is an important step in this 
direction. The Direct Benefits Transfer 
(DBT) – Aapka Paisa, Aapke Haath – 
initiative is another concrete example 
of technology being used to improve 
the day-to-day life of the aam aadmi. 
The Congress commends the reports of 
the National Knowledge Commission 
and will support initiatives to promote 
inclusive innovation in the pursuit of 
socio-economic objectives. 

WoMen’s eMPoWerMent 
And gender JustICe

30. The Indian National Congress is a Party 
that has gone beyond the rhetoric and 
hyperbole, relied on by most parties, 
when it comes to the empowerment of 
women. It is the only Party that has a 
long track record of enacting laws for 
the welfare of women. It is the Party that 
has been led by many women presidents 
and the only Party that elected a woman 
Prime Minister, a lady of iron will 
who led the nation in some of its most 
difficult times. It is to her memory that 
we rededicate our commitment towards 
ensuring equality for women and their 
empowerment.

31. The Indian Nat ional  Congress , 
acknowledging that our sisters and 
mothers have suffered several historical 
disadvantages, is ever mindful of a 
pressing need to take far reaching 
measures to correct these injustices. We 
held a Mahila Sashaktikaran Adhiveshan 
in 2002 with the sole objective of 
preparing a comprehensive agenda 
for the empowerment of women; that 
agenda was embodied in the Declaration 
adopted at the end of the event. Today, 
we pledge to ensure the rapid and 
complete realisation of the goals stated 
in that Declaration.

32. The Indian National Congress, mindful 
of and saddened by the atrocities that 
have recently rocked our collective 
conscience, acknowledges the plight 
of women in matters concerning their 
safety and security. We pledge to ensure 
that all measures are taken to make 

women safe and protected. We will 
expedite such measures as the creation 
of helplines with a standard number 
‘181’ in all major towns and cities for 
prompt grievance redressal for women, 
exclusive transport facilities, and gender 
sensitivity classes for police men and 
women particularly in registering and 
investigating  complaints made by 
women.

33. The Indian National Congress has 
always placed a high premium on the 
education of girls. Special scholarships 
that have been provided for girl children 
will be stepped up.

34. The Indian National Congress, aware 
of the development perils that women 
face, will, along the lines of the Special 
Component Plan (SCP) and Tribal Sub 
Plan (TSP), urge the governments to 
earmark 30% of all funds flowing into 
Panchayats and Nagarpalikas for the 
development of women and children 
and focus on the special needs of 
female agricultural labour and women 
cultivators.

35. The Indian National Congress, taking 
cognizance of the need for stronger 
legal protection and equality for women, 
has enacted several progressive laws. 
We remain committed to the cause of 
reservation of one-third of the seats 
for women in the Lok Sabha and the 
Vidhan Sabhas and to the enactment of 
laws broadening the definition of sexual 
atrocities, providing for speedier justice, 
and containing enhanced punishment 
for aggravated sexual assault. 

36. The Indian National Congress, true to 
its long history, will take measures to 
enable increased participation of women 
at all levels within the government, 
including through reservations. A 
prescribed percentage of the total police 
officers, inspectors, sub-inspectors and 
constables at every police station in the 
country must be women and, eventually, 
the proportion shall be not less than 
30%. 

37. The Indian National Congress shall 
continue to build the capacity of women 
Self Help Groups (SHGs). Smt. Indira 
Gandhi had established NABARD 
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30 years ago to stimulate agriculture 
and rural development. The Congress 
believes that now is the time to establish 
a dedicated National Bank for Women to 
provide financial services to women in 
general and women SHGs in particular.

38. The Indian National Congress will 
ensure that women who are particularly 
vulnerable are provided a decent pension 
after the age of 60 years. Destitute, 
deserted and widowed women between 
18-60 years of age will also be given a 
decent pension. 

39. The Indian National Congress also 
pledges to mainstream gender issues 
within the Congress. We will set up a 
women’s grievance redressal and legal 
cell within the Party. We will ensure 
30% reservation for women – in line 
with the existing provision - at every 
level of the Party. We will launch a 
political campaign at the national, state 
and district levels, to generate awareness 
about women-related legislations, 
schemes, programmes and entitlements.

IndIA And the World

40. The Indian National Congress is 
committed to the articulation and 
implementation of a robust and 
dynamic foreign policy. We believe 
in a policy that is predicated on the 
enduring principles of non-alignment as 
enunciated by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
yet creatively adapted to meet the needs 
of relationships between nations in a 
rapidly changing global scenario.

41. The Indian National Congress is of 
the firm belief that a peaceful, stable 
and economically vibrant South Asia 
should lie at the heart of our foreign 
policy. There is a need to re-position 
India’s leadership in South Asia. At 
times, it may be necessary for India to 
take unilateral economic initiatives in 
the region. At the same time, India’s 
neighbours and partners must recognise 
our legitimate security interests and 
concerns. Any dialogue must be based 
on accepted principles of civilised 
behavior and when these principles are 
violated India should not hesitate to take 
credible action. It is also imperative that 
concrete measures be taken to dismantle 

the infrastructure of terror operating 
in the South Asian region and the 
Government of India must continue to 
impress upon the governments of the 
region on the need to work together for 
ensuring peace and harmony.

42. The Indian National Congress is of the 
unwavering view that India has a central 
role to play in the process of Asian 
economic integration. We must advance 
India’s Look East Policy because it is an 
economic and strategic imperative for 
the whole country and especially for the 
North-Eastern States. 

43. The Indian National Congress firmly 
believes that terrorism is the biggest 
threat facing the world today. We believe 
that fighting terrorism in today’s world 
of global terror networks requires deep 
and sustained cooperation between 
countries. A collaborative effort is 
required to effectively cut off financial 
flows to terror outfits. The global fight 
against terror can and will be won. The 
Congress Party will continue to work 
tirelessly in this direction.

44. The Indian National Congress takes great 
pride in the outstanding achievements 
of the 25 million strong Indian diaspora, 
our true ambassadors, across the world. 
Protecting Indians overseas from 
exploitation or threats will remain a 
paramount concern of the Party.  

45. The Indian National Congress bears 
the proud distinction of being one of 
the largest political parties of the world. 
We have an obligation to actively pursue 
party-to-party relations and engagement 
with other political parties across the 
globe that share a similar world-view, 
and we shall do so.

46. The Indian National Congress is proud 
that, in addition to its political and 
economic role, India has an important 
cultural role to play as well. We are 
committed to the furthering of a new 
kind of diplomacy, that is ‘Cultural 
Diplomacy’. We must showcase India’s 
plural society and culture. To this end 
we believe that our Government should 
pursue the establishment of Cultural 
Centres in other countries with renewed 
vigour.

47. The Indian National Congress believes 
we must remain sensitive to the changing 
global scenario. The end of the Cold War 
has meant the emergence of a completely 
new world with multiple centres of 
power. It is therefore important for 
India to consolidate its relations with 
traditional partners, while forging 
meaningful ties with other countries 
of the world. Each and every country is 
important to India and to its economic, 
political and cultural interests.

48. The Indian National Congress believes 
that India’s role as a global power comes 
with great responsibilities on the global 
stage. The Congress Party believes that 
India has and must continue to be 
at the forefront of major multilateral 
negotiations and continue to play 
a constructive role on the issue of 
the reform of the United Nations, 
particularly the Security Council, and 
reform of the international financial 
institutions. India must be seen as the 
one that provides solutions that are 
acceptable to all countries. It must 
continue to use its influence to create 
consensus while ensuring that its 
national interests are fully protected.

orgAnIsAtIonAl Issues

49. The Indian National Congress bears the 
unique and proud distinction of being 
the largest and most inclusive political 
party of the country. To continue 
this grand tradition, we will ensure 
adequate representation of all sections 
of society in the Party.  The leadership 
of  BCCs and DCCs should emerge 
from the elected members of panchayats 
and nagarpalikas, with significant 
representation for Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward 
Classes, minorities and women.

50. The Indian National Congress has begun 
in right earnest to re-position and re-
organise itself based on ideology and 
issues in preparation for the forthcoming 
electoral challenges, especially the Lok 
Sabha elections in 2014. All the office 
bearers at different levels such as AICC, 
PCCs, DCCs and BCCs, as well as in 
the frontal organisations, will be given 
specific responsibilities to discharge. 
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Cabinet Ministers belonging to the Party 
will be given charge of specific States 
to monitor and ensure the successful 
implementation of the schemes of the 
UPA government in those States and to 
address the shortcomings immediately.

51. The electoral strategy for the States 
which are ruled by the Congress Party 
will be different from the strategy for 
the States that are ruled by opposition 
parties. In States where it is in power, 
the Congress Party will devise a clear 
plan of action to ensure the widest 
possible communication of our policies 
and achievements. The PCCs and State 
Ministers will be charged with the 
responsibility of ensuring the successful 
implementation of our manifesto 
commitments. In States where it is not in 
power, the Congress Party will draw up a 
list of current and locally relevant issues 
and carry out aggressive demonstrations 
and agitations, from the grassroots to the 
state level, on a consistent and regular 
basis. The Congress Party will ensure 
that it presents a credible alternative to 
the Party in power in such States.

52. The Indian National Congress is keenly 
aware of its larger responsibility to ensure 
the strengthening of the institutions of 
democracy. The Congress Party will 
appoint Booth Level Assistants with the 
express purpose of assisting the Election 
Commission of India in enrolling new 
voters and preparing the electoral rolls.

53. The Indian National Congress has 
prided itself on its ability to adapt to 
changing situations. The Party needs to 
be in a better position to harness new 
information technologies and use them 
to communicate effectively to the people 
through the traditional and the social 
media. The social media can give the 
Party useful feedback on how the people 
perceive the government and what they 
expect from it. Regional and local media 
will also be actively engaged. The Party 
will also deepen and widen the use of IT 
in the organization by setting up IT cells 
right up to the block level. 

54. The Indian National Congress is, at the 
core of its heart, a Party of the people. 
We will launch, at different levels, a 

mass contact programme to share our 
achievements and gather feedback on 
the people’s aspirations and priorities. 
We shall hold Party Conventions at 
geographically important centres 
across the country inviting everyone to 
participate and share their hopes and 
expectations with us.

55. The Indian National Congress will 
push for closer integration between 
the parent Party and its various frontal 
organisations. There must be a robust 
and efficient system for monitoring and 
appraising performance of the Party 
functionaries on a regular basis. It is of 
utmost importance that when senior 
Party leaders recommend particular 
candidates they must own responsibility 
in case of failure. Nepotism in the 
organization’s structure is a cause of 
great concern and there is a need to 
arrest this tendency firmly.

56. The Indian National Congress must 
create a new organizational unit at the 
panchayat level, as a link between the 
booth level unit and the block level 
unit. Elected members of panchayats 
and nagarpalikas, particularly women, 
dalits, adivasis, Other Backward Classes, 
and minorities, will be nominated to 
various organizational positions at block 
and district levels. A mechanism must 
be devised to ensure the absorption 
of outgoing office bearers of frontal 
organizations in the parent organization. 
Winnability alone should not be the 
benchmark for deciding nominees 
of the Party during elections and a 
balance is required between loyalty and 
winnability. All BCCs and DCCs must 
be constituted in a time- bound manner. 
The number of terms for presidents of 
the PCC and DCC should be restricted 
to two and the tenure of each term 
should be no more than three years. v

cOncLuDIng REmARks Of cOngREss pREsIDEnT  
AT AIcc mEETIng  

AT bIRLA AuDITORIum, JAIpuR On 20Th JAnuARy, 2013

The manner in which we have conducted 
all our programmes has greatly satisfied 

me. I think that it is an example of how our 
congress functions should be conducted.  I am 
not trying to imply that the programmes held 
earlier were not successful. But many times in 
the aftermath we are left thinking about what 
more could be done to have made them better. 
This time I have not felt like that.

In the three days in the five groups we 
are frankly discuss on all issues. All the 
participants made useful contribution. We 
reached an agreement on all issues and the 
Jaipur Declaration is now in front of us. 

This Jaipur Announcement or Jaipur 
Declaration is an important document. But 
we have to take care that this document is the 
path setter for our immediate future. If we 
follow this properly, no difficulty can stand 
in our way.

In political life it often happens that one 
problem is solved and another problem in a 
different way springs up. Despite this, it is also 
true that if our resolve is firm, we have faith 

in our ways, we have faith in our thinking we 
will achieves success in whatever we endeavor 
to do. 

The manner in which you have expressed your 
support on all the issues is an example of your 
faith in the values of the Congress.

I am confident that when we go from here we 
will with renewed vigour and new resolves 
once again, begin our task. I want to thank 
all of you for your contributions while 
participating in the Shivir and the AICC 
Session.

In Jaipur, for the many contributions of the 
Rajasthan Pradesh Congress Committee’s 
President Dr. Chander Bhan and his office 
bearers, Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot and 
his colleagues and all workers of the Congress 
Party, all officers and employees associated 
with many assignment, all officers and 
employees associated with the Auditorium, our 
colleagues of Sewa Dal who have contributed 
and helped for the function, I on my behalf 
and on behalf of all of you offer my thanks. 
Jai Hind! v
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fORum fOR An hOnEsT 
cOnvERsATIOn AmOngsT 
OuRsELvEs On OuR 
sTREngThs AnD wEAknEssEs 

cOngREss pREsIDEnT’s ADDREss AT chInTAn shIvIR – 
JAIpuR, RAJAsThAn On  18Th JAnuARy, 2013

A warm welcome to all of you at this 
Chintan Shivir.

These gatherings are essential from time to 
time.

They help us to review and renew to 
reinterpret and reaffirm.

They enable us to introspect and look ahead 
to clarify and consolidate our positions.

They provide a forum for an honest 
conversation amongst ourselves on our 
strengths and weaknesses on where we have 
succeeded on where we have fallen short on 
the threats we face and the opportunities we 
must grasp as a political party.

This interaction is different in at least two 
respects from our previous sessions in 
Panchmarhi and Shimla.

First it is taking place at a time when we have 
been in government at the Centre for almost 
nine years. It is also taking place when we 
are not governing in a number of states and 
when we face serious challenges in states long 
considered our bastions.

Second, the last nine years have been a period 
of tremendous economic growth, social 
change and technological innovation. New 
aspirations are manifesting themselves. They 
call for new responses.

There is yet another special dimension to 
this conclave.

A significant number of participants are from 
the younger generation. This reflects our 
priorities and resonates with the demographic 
reality of our country.

Friends, we have five broad themes to discuss 

today and tomorrow.

First, the political challenges we face.

Second, the emerging social and economic 
concerns that we should take note of and 
respond to.

Third,  issues relat ing to continued 
discrimination against and atrocities on 
women and children, and what more must 
be done for their empowerment.

Fourth, India’s changing role in a rapidly 
evolving regional and global environment.

And fifth, matters relating to the Party 
organization itself, especially those that have 
a bearing on our electoral performance.

Without wanting to anticipate your 
deliberations, I would like to share some 
thoughts with you on each of these themes.

The Congress has many dist inct ive 
characteristics and there are compelling 
arguments for the Congress way of thinking 
and the Congress way of doing things.

We are the only pan-Indian party, the only 
political party with a visible and vibrant 
position in every village, in every basti, in 
every mohalla of the country.

We have  a  proven t rack  record of 
accomplishments.

We appeal to all sections of society. We 
articulate and champion the concerns of 
all but especially of the weaker sections – 
dalits, adivasis, minorities and women. We 
have always given the highest priority to 
the interests and concerns of farmers and 
agricultural labour.

Inclusiveness for us is not a political ploy only 
to win elections or run governments.

Inclusiveness is anchored in our conviction. 
It is not the outcome of any compulsion as it 
may be for some of our political opponents.

We are the only party which believes that 
development and economic growth on the 
one hand, and social harmony and social 
justice on the other, are two sides of the 
same coin.

But while we continue to be the nation’s 
pre-eminent political party, we must admit 
that we now face increased competition and 
inroads have been made into our traditional 
support bases.

There are some states where we have been 
out of office for too long. And although I 
do believe that being in power is not the 
sole purpose of political activity, this does 
have an adverse impact on our morale and 
organizational ability.

In states in which we are in alliance, we 
have to strike a balance between respecting 
these alliances and ensuring that the party’s 
rejuvenation is not compromised.

Since  2004,  the  C ongress- led UPA 
government under Dr. Manmohan Singhji’s 
leadership has introduced truly revolutionary 
programmes and enacted historic legislation 
flowing from our manifesto. But in some 
states, the party has not been able to translate 
this into political support. I hope this will 
be discussed and that concrete suggestions 
will emerge.

Economic growth over the past decade has 
been impressive. This has had a major impact 
on reducing poverty.

But our fight against inequality and poverty is 
a continuing one. This is why it is important to 
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sustain our poverty alleviation programmes.

There are success stories of development in 
state after state. But it is also true that while 
the footprint of achievement is expanding 
– there are still parts of our country which 
remain backward. And it is also true that 
while the Centre releases huge financial 
resources to state, the impact depends 
significantly on implementation at the local 
level – which is often wanting. Our party must 
remain in the forefront in calling for urgent 
remedial actions.

We see various protest movements across 
the country, relating to land, forest, water 
and livelihood, tribal and gender issues. Our 
party must proactively take up these causes.

Around one crore youth seek productive jobs 
year after year. No other country faces such 
a challenge. Mahatma Gandhi NREGA has 
demonstrated its utility in rural areas. But 
the country has to pay far greater attention 
to skilled employment, especially in semi – 
urban and urban areas. This requires us to be 
pragmatic in encouraging investment, which 
is the only way our employment goals can be 
achieved. It is the lack of employment that 
thwarts aspiration and also fuels frustration, 
crime and violence.

Friends, just a little over a decade ago, when 
we were not in government at the Centre, we 
had organized a large Mahila Sashaktikaran 
Adhiveshan in New Delhi. We had prepared 
a specific agenda for action. Our UPA 
government has taken this agenda forward. 
New programmes have been launched. New 
laws have been enacted. The women’s self – 
help group movement has received a huge 
impetus. There are now over 12 lakh elected 
women representatives in institutions of local 
self – government.

But I must say with the greatest anguish 
and paint that discrimination against the 
girl child continues. Atrocities on women, 
both in urban and rural India, are a blot on 
our collective conscience and a matter of 
great shame. The way we still treat widows, 
the prevalence of female foeticide even 
in economically prosperous regions, the 
trafficking of children and women, brazen 
sexual harassment – these are all very 
disturbing trends that should shake and 
awaken us.

Gender issues are fundamental. They should 
be of concern to all of us. It is not just the 

Mahila Congress of women’s organizations 
that should be in the forefront. The entire 
Party must understand them, and bring 
them to the heart of our political activity and 
change mindsets.

India’s foreign policy has always had a vision, 
a vision of our country occupying its rightful 
place and exercising its unique influence in 
world affairs.

That place and that influence will be 
significantly enhanced by successfully 
overcoming poverty,  improving our 
economic performance, deepening our 
secular values, strengthening our democratic 
institutions and engaging constructively with 
the international community.

Better and closer relations with our immediate 
neighbours will not only make for regional 
peace – they will also have a positive impact 
on some of our own border states. However, 
let us be clear. Our dialogue must be based 
on accepted principles of civilized behavour. 
We will never compromise on our vigil and 
preparedness to deal with terrorism and 
threats on our borders.

Let me turn to some pressing organizational 
matters.

Is it not the case that we have squandered 
many opportunities that people are willing to 
give us simply because we have been unable 
to function as a disciplined and united team?

In states where we are out of power especially, 
we should be coming together, setting aside 
personal ambitions and egos, and working 
cohesively so that the Party triumphs. Why 
do we forget the simple truth that in the 
Party’s victory lies the victory of each and 
every one of us?

Unity will come not from pious declarations 
of intent. It has to come from within. Unity 
is the cry of each and every worker of our 
great organization and it is our sacred duty 
to respond to it.

We must build leadership at all levels, a 
leadership that is proactive and that is not 
afraid of moving forward, and taking up 
issues and programmes which highlight 
the concerns and aspirations of the people. 
Performance, not patronage, must be the 
ladder to advancement in the Party.

And seeing so many of our younger colleagues 
here, I am tempted to say something on a 

subject that has always bothered me. And this 
relates to our lifestyles. Celebrating weddings, 
festivals and happy events is one thing – but 
what of lavish and ostentatious displays of 
wealth, pomp and status? Does this not beg 
the question, where is this wealth coming 
from? I hope that you will take this seriously 
and come up with suggestions and norms that 
we may all accept and adhere to.

We have to recognize the new changing India, 
an India increasingly peopled by a younger, 
more aspirational, more impatient, more 
demanding and better educated generation. 
This is a natural and welcome outcome of 
rapid economic and social change that has 
been brought about by the success of our 
programmes to educate, to empower and 
indeed to unshackle the oppressed and 
disadvantaged. Our youth is getting more 
assertive, it wants its voice to be heard.

Across the length and breadth of our country, 
our people are expecting much more from 
their political parties. Aided by the tools of 
the modern world – television, social media, 
mobile phones and the Internet – today’s 
India is better informed and better equipped 
to communicate. The laws that we devised, 
such as the Right to Information, and the 
technology we facilitated give the people 
the ability to seek more from their elected 
representatives: better delivery, stronger 
responsiveness, greater accountability and 
ultimately, demonstrable integrity. Our 
citizens are rightly fed up with the levels 
of corruption that they see in public life at 
high levels, but equally with the corruption 
they have to deal with in their daily lives. 
This is a phenomenon, a churning that we 
must understand and continue to respond 
to. We cannot allow our growing educated 
and middle – classes to be disillusioned and 
alienated from the political process.

Friends, we have much to think about, much 
to deliberate upon. I want all of you to speak 
your mind, to be fee and frank in whatever 
you want to say.

We are here on serious business which will 
determine our future.

When we are done, we must go forward with 
a clear and unified sense of purpose.

We must go from here recharged and 
reinvigorated.

Let us get down to work straightaway.

Thank you. v
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ndC Meet

AchIEvIng ThE pLAn 
ObJEcTIvE Of fAsTER, mORE 
IncLusIvE AnD susTAInAbLE 

gROwTh : pRImE mInIsTER

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh’s opening 
remarks at the National  Development Council  

Meeting at New Delhi on December 27, 2012

I have great pleasure in welcoming you to 
this meeting of the National Development 
Council to consider the draft Twelfth Five 

Year Plan.

The draft that is before you presents a 
comprehensive assessment of the many 
challenges our country faces in achieving the 
Plan objective of faster, more inclusive and 
sustainable growth.

As we begin our Twelfth Plan journey, it is 
worth noting that we do so with an economy 
that has shown many areas of strength.

We achieved an average of 7.9 percent growth 
in the Eleventh Plan period, despite the fact 
that there were two global crises in this period. 
This growth has also been much more inclusive 
than in the past.

The percentage of the population below 
the official poverty line declined by about 2 
percentage points per year after 2004-05, which 
is two and a half times faster than the rate of 
decline between 1993-94 and 2004-05. This 
basic finding that poverty declined faster would 
hold even if the poverty line is revised.

Agriculture growth accelerated from 2.4 
percent in the Tenth Plan to 3.3 percent in the 
Eleventh Plan. Real wages in agriculture have 
grown at 6.8 percent per year in recent years, 
compared with only 1.1 percent per year in 
the period before 2004-05. Better agricultural 
performance is an important reason why 
poverty declined faster.

States that used to grow slowly in earlier periods 
have done much better. The average growth rate 
of the five poorest states exceeds the national 
average for the first time in any Plan period. 
I think we may be reaching the stage when 
the term “BIMARU States” can be relegated 
to history.

While these developments indicate the strengths 
of our economy, it is also true that the current 
economic situation is difficult. The continuing 
crisis in the global economy has reduced 
growth everywhere. It is expected to be zero in 
the Eurozone and Japan and emerging market 
economies have also slowed down.

The global slowdown, combined with some 
domestic constraints, has meant that our 
growth has also slowed down. Our first priority 
must be to reverse this slowdown. We cannot 
change the global economy, but we can do 
something about the domestic constraints 
which have contributed to the downturn.

The most immediate problems we need to tackle 
are the implementation problems affecting 
large projects, including particularly power 
projects, which are stuck because of delays in 
getting clearances and fuel supply agreements. 
We have taken a number of steps to deal with 
this problem, including the establishment of a 
new Cabinet Committee on Investment under 
my Chairmanship.

I am confident these steps will have a positive 
effect, but their full impact will take time.

The Deputy Chairman has indicated that in 
view of the latest assessment of the state of the 
global economy, the overall growth target for 
the Twelfth Plan is being set at 8 percent. This is 
a reasonable modification but I must emphasise 
that achieving an average of 8 percent growth, 
following less than 6 percent in the first year, is 
still an ambitious target.

As the Plan document makes clear, the high 
growth scenario will definitely not materialise 
if we follow a “business as usual” policy. The 
Plan identifies a number of areas where new 
initiatives and policy innovations are needed. 
Many of these are areas where the principal 
responsibility is that of the States. I look forward 

to hearing the views of Hon’ble Chief Ministers 
on these suggestions.

While we need to accelerate growth, we do 
not view growth as an end in itself. Our real 
objective must be to improve the condition 
of lives of the aam aadmi, which is why we 
emphasise that growth must be inclusive.

There are two reasons why rapid growth is 
necessary to achieve greater inclusiveness. 
First, it is necessary to generate the revenues to 
finance our many programmes of inclusiveness. 
If growth slows down, neither the States nor 
the Centre will have the resources needed to 
implement inclusiveness programmes. We will 
either be forced to cut these programmes, or be 
pushed into tolerating a higher fiscal deficit, 
which will have other negative consequences.

Rapid growth also contributes directly to 
inclusiveness because it provides greater access 
to income and employment opportunities. 
Policies aimed at stimulating growth in 
agriculture and in medium and small industries, 
combined with steps to promote education 
and skill development, will produce a growth 
process which is inherently more inclusive. The 
Twelfth Plan strategy contains many elements 
which will ensure that growth is as inclusive 
as possible. I welcome your comments on this 
strategy.

We also need to pay special attention to 
disparities between socio-economic groups 
such as SCs, STs, OBCs and minorities. These 
groups lag behind the rest of the population in 
key socio-economic indicators. Fortunately, the 
gaps are closing but the pace at which this is 
happening is not satisfactory and certainly does 
not match expectations. We need to consider 
how we can do better.

Gender inequality is another important aspect 
which deserves special attention. Women and 
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girls represent half the population and our 
society has not been fair to this half. Their 
socio-economic status is improving, but gaps 
persist. The emergence of women in public 
spaces, which is an absolutely essential part 
of social emancipation, is accompanied by 
growing threats to their safety and security. 
I have in mind the brutal attack on a young 
woman only a few days ago in the capital and 
other such reprehensible incidents elsewhere. 
We must reflect on this problem, which occurs 
in all states and regions of our country, and 
which requires greater attention both by the 
Centre and the States.

In this particular case, the culprits have been 
apprehended, and the law will deal with them 
expeditiously. Government has decided to 
review the present laws and examine the levels 
of punishments in cases of aggravated sexual 
assault. A committee of eminent jurists, headed 
by the former Chief Justice of India, Justice J.S. 
Verma, has been constituted for this purpose. 
Let me state categorically that the issue of safety 
and security of women is of the highest concern 
to our Government. A Commission of Inquiry 
is being set up to look into precisely these issues 
in the Capital. There can be no meaningful 
development without the active participation 
of half the population and this participation 
simply cannot take place if their security and 
safety are not assured. I urge all Chief Ministers 
to pay special attention to this critical area in 
their states.

There are many sectors of our economy that are 
dealt with in detail in the Plan document. I will 
only touch on some of them in my remarks.

Agriculture is an area of critical concern. 
Although the share of agriculture in GDP has 
fallen to only 15%, about half of the population 
still relies on agriculture as its principal income 
source. What happens in agriculture is therefore 
critical for the success of inclusiveness. We 
need to build on the success of the last Plan 
by increasing land productivity in agriculture 
so that we not only meet our rising demand 
for food, but also increase incomes of those 
dependent on agriculture. Paradoxically, we 
should not aim at increasing total employment 

in agriculture. In fact, we need to move 
people out of agriculture by giving them 
gainful employment in the non agricultural 
sector. It is only when fewer people depend 
upon agriculture that per capita incomes in 
agriculture will rise significantly and sufficiently 
to make farming an attractive proposition.

Agriculture is a state subject and most of the 
policy initiatives needed are in the realm of State 
Governments. The Minister of Agriculture, my 
colleague Shri Sharad Pawar will be dealing 
with these issues in some detail and I look 
forward to the reaction of Chief Ministers on 
this important subject.

Growth in manufacturing should be at double 
digit levels, but this has yet to take place. 
The Plan mentions many new initiatives 
aimed at strengthening performance in the 
manufacturing sector. Small and medium 
industries are particularly important as they 
generate more employment. Both the Centre 
and the States must give priority attention 
to creating an eco-system in which these 
industries can grow and flourish.

Better infrastructure is the best guarantee for 
rapid growth of the economy. Infrastructure 
development is heavily capital intensive and 
both the Centre and the States are severely 
constrained by resource availability. The central 
government, and many state governments, have 
been successful in promoting infrastructure 
development through PPPs. India has the 
second largest number of PPP projects in 
infrastructure in the world. It will be necessary 
to continue this thrust in the Twelfth Five Year 
Plan.

The Eleventh Plan paid special attention to the 
North East and I am happy to say that North 
Eastern states have responded well. GDP 
growth in a number of states was higher than 
the national average. We plan to step up the pace 
of investments in infrastructure, particularly 
roads, rail, airports, waterways and power 
transmission systems to support and stimulate 
economic activity in this vital region of our 
country. I am hopeful that as a result of our 
Look East Policy, this region will fast become 
a major gateway to trade and economic activity 

with our neighbours.

I have mentioned that both the Centre and the 
States face resource constraints. Both therefore 
have to make determined efforts to mobilise 
resources to fund the Plan. The Plan document 
points out that we need to increase the tax ratio 
as a percent of GDP through a combination of 
tax reforms and better tax administration. Early 
implementation of the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) is critical in this context. I hope we will 
have the co-operation of the States to introduce 
GST as quickly as possible.

The Plan also draws attention to the need 
to control subsidies. Some subsidies are a 
normal and indeed essential part of any 
socially just system, but subsidies should be 
well designed and effectively targeted and the 
total volume must be kept within limits of 
fiscal sustainability. Failure to control subsidies 
within these limits only means that other plan 
expenditures have to be cut or the fiscal deficit 
target exceeded. The Finance Minister will be 
addressing these issues in his intervention.

A common complaint against government 
programmes is that they suffer from leakages, 
corruption, delays and poor targeting. The 
Central Government is taking a major step 
to deal with this problem by shifting several 
beneficiary oriented schemes to a direct transfer 
mode, using the Aadhaar platform. 

This will begin to roll out for selected schemes 
in selected districts in the course of January 
2013. In due course, a wide range of benefits like 
scholarships for students, pensions for elderly, 
health benefits, MNREGA wages and many 
other benefits will migrate to direct transfer 
into bank accounts using Aadhaar as a bridge. 
This is an innovative step which will be watched 
by the entire global development community. 
The Central and State Governments must work 
together to make this a success.

Many State Governments have said that 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes are often 
ineffective because of rigid guidelines. The 
Deputy Chairman has already pointed out 
that we are taking steps to rationalise the 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes along the 
lines recommended by the B.K. Chaturvedi 

continued on page 29
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uPA sCheMe

mAhATmA gAnDhI nATIOnAL 
RuRAL EmpLOymEnT  

guARAnTEE AcT (mgnREgA)

National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act was enacted on 5th September, 
2005 and came into force w.e.f. 2nd 

February, 2006. On 31st December, 2009, 
the Act was renamed by an Amendment 
as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act, 2005. It is now 
commonly referred to as Mahatama Gandhi 
NREGA.  In its first year 200 districts were 
covered. This was followed by extension to 
130 districts in the following year. Finally, in 
the 3rd year of its operation i.e. 2008-09, it
was extended to 285 districts. In the meantime 
several new districts were created by division 
of older districts. Thus the coverage of districts 
under Mahatama Gandhi NREGA currently 
stands at 619.
The Act made supplementary livelihood in 
rural areas through unskilled manual work 
a legal right. Any rural household seeking 
unskilled manual work could register its 
family in the Gram Panchayat and obtain a 
job card. With the possession of a job card, 
the registered rural household could apply 
for work for at least 100 days in the Gram 
Panchayat. Gram Panchayat was entrusted 
with the legal duty of providing work to such 
applicant within 15 days of the receipt of the 
application, failing which unemployment 
allowance would become payable to the 
rural household. The law prescribes payment 
of wages every week and not later than a 
fortnight of the work done. In the event of 
delay in payment of wages, workers were 
entitled to compensation under Payment 
of Wages Act, 1938. The regime of right to 
livelihood was to be financially supported 
by the Central and State Governments. State 
Governments were made responsible for 
ensuring the guarantee of livelihood and 
timely payment of wages. State would provide 

the necessary technical and administrative 
support through the Districts and the Blocks 
to ensure proper implementation of the 
Act. Separate provisions have been made 
for incurring administrative expenses by 
empowering the Central Government to fix 
a proportion of total cost of the scheme to be 
used for administration of the Act. 
The Act permits certain categories of work 
to be taken up for providing employment 
to the job seeking rural households. These 
categories are generic in nature such as water 
conservation, drought proofing, irrigation, 
land development, rejuvenation of traditional 
water bodies, flood control and drainage work, 
rural connectivity and work on the land of 
SC/ST/BPL/IAY beneficiaries/land reform 
beneficiaries/ individual small and marginal 
farmers.
Frequent Ask Questions (FAQs)
Q.1. What is the basic idea of a rural 
employment guarantee Act?
Ans: The Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
gives a legal guarantee of employment to any 
rural adult member who is willing to do casual 
manual labour at the statutory minimum 
wage. Any adult who applies for work under 
the Act is entitled to being employed on public 
works within 15 days. Thus, the Employment 
Guarantee Act provides a universal and 
enforceable legal right to the most basic form 
of employment.
Q.2. Why it is important to have an Act and 
why not just a scheme?
Ans: An Act provides a legal guarantee 
of employment. This places a judicially 
enforceable obligation on the state, and 
gives bargaining power to the labourers. It 
creates accountability. By contrast, a scheme 
does not involve any legal entitlements, 
and leaves labourers at the mercy of the 

government officials. There have been 
numerous employment schemes in the past 
–the Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS), 
National Rural Employment Programme 
(NREP), Jawajar Rozar Yojana (JRY), 
Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana (SGRY) 
and others. Most of them have failed to 
bring any livelihood security to the (poor) 
workers lives. Often people are not even 
aware of these schemes. There is another 
important difference between a scheme and 
an Act. Schemes may come and g but laws are 
more durable. A scheme can be trimmed or 
even cancelled by an official order, whereas 
changing a law requires an amendment in 
Parliament. Due Employment Guarantee Act, 
the workers have durable legal entitlement and 
have to learn how to claim their due.
Q.3. What are the social benefits of national 
rural employment guarantee Act?
Ans: There are many social benefits of 
NREGA. 
• To start with, the National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act would go a long way in 
protecting rural households from poverty and 
hunger. In fact, a fullfledged National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act would enable 
most of the poor households in rural India to 
cross the poverty line.
• Secondly, it would lead to dramatic reduction 
of rural –urban migration: if work is available 
in the village, many families will stay in 
villages instead of heading for the cities.
• Thirdly, guaranteed employment would be a 
major source of empowerment of women. A 
large proportion of labourers employed under 
EGA are women (52 percent) at national level. 
A guaranteed employment would give them 
some economic independence.
• Fourthly, the EGA is an opportunity to create 
useful assets in the rural areas.
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• Fifthly, guaranteed employment is likely to 
change power equations in the rural society 
over a period and to foster a more equitable 
social order. 
• Lost but least, the process of mobilization for 
effective implementation of EGA has much 
value in itself. It could give a new lease of life 
to the labour movement in large parts of India.
Q.5. What about employment in urban 
areas?
Ans: The National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act has confined only to rural 
areas including ‘B’ and ‘C’ class municipalities 
of India. NREGA itself is likely to be of great 
value of urban workers because (1) some of 
them will be able to stay back in their villages 
and get work there instead of migrating to the 
cities, and (2) the reduction of rural-urban 
migration will lead to higher wages for those 
who stay in the urban areas.
Q.6. What is the objective of the national 
rural  employ ment  guarante e  Act 
(nregA)?
Ans: NREGA is an Act to provide a legal 
guarantee of 100 days of wage employment 
in a financial year to every rural household 
whose adult members volunteer to do 
unskilled manual work. He/she will get the 
minimum wage rate as notified by the Central 
Government to the state where they are living. 
This employment shall be provided in creation 
of durable assets and thereby rural livelihood 
resource base will be enhanced. 
Q.7.Who can apply for employment under 
the Act?
A: All adult members of a rural household, 
resident in the area, willing to do unskilled 
manual work can apply. Even if a person is 
already employed/engaged in work, he/she 
has the right to demand employment under 
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA.  Priority shall be 
given to women such that atleast one-third 
of the beneficiaries shall be women who have 
registered and requested for work under the 
Scheme.
Q.8. What was the deadline for making 
national rural employment guarantee 
scheme by the state government concerned?
Ans: As per sub section (1) of section 4 of 
NREGA 2005 every state government shall 
make and notify the Employment Guarantee 
Scheme within six months from 5th Sept 09. 
However, this time limit was extended to 
MoRD through an amendment that indicates, 
“every state government shall, within one 
year from the date of commencement of 
this Act, by notification make a scheme” by 
incorporating all the features of schedule I 
of nregA 2005. 

Q.9 .  Who w i l l  b e  resp onsibl e  for 
implementation of nregs?
Ans: The state governments, with funding 
from the central government, will implement 
the National Employment Guarantee Scheme. 
The Act also gives specific responsibilities to 
the District Administration, the Block office, 
and the Gram Panchayat. The basic unit of 
implementation is the Block. In each Block, 
a ‘Programme Officer’ is responsible for its 
implementation. The Programme Officer is 
an officer of the same rank as the BDO, paid 
by the central government. The Programme 
Officer has been responsible to the Panchayat 
Samiti (Intermediate Panchayat) as well as to 
the District Administration.  
Q.10. What is the role of the gram sabha in 
the national rural employment guarantee 
scheme?
The gram sabha is expected to monitor the 
work of the gram panchayat, and to participate 
in the planning process. In particular, the 
gram sabha will discuss and prioritise the 
works to be taken up, conduct regular 
social audits of all works carried out in the 
panchayat, and verify that all the relevant
norms are being observed. Resolutions of 
the gram sabha are to be given priority in 
the planning of REGS works by the gram 
panchayat and the programme officer. 
Q.11. What are the responsibilities of gram 
Panchayat in implementation of nregs?
Ans: The Gram Panchayat is the main 
institution responsible for the implementation 
of the programme at local level. To start with, 
the Gram Panchayat shall be responsible for 
identification and prioritization of projects 
as per the recommendations of Gram Sabha. 
The GP will prepare the annual development 
plan and maintain shelf of works after getting 
necessary approvals. The Gram Panchayat will 
be responsible for registering all potential 
workers, issuing job cards to them, receiving 
application for work and informing the 
applicants as and when work is available. 
Gram Panchayats will also play a crucial role 
in implementation of at least fifty percent 
projects (in terms of cost) taken up under 
the scheme within a district in a transparent 

manner with accountability to Gram Sabha.  
Gram Panchayat will also ensure that social 
audit of all works within its area take place 
regularly. It will report to the Gram Sabha on 
a regular basis and ensure that records and 
documents are displayed or available in a 
convenient form for public scrutiny. 
Q.12. shouldn’t the rural employment 
guarantee scheme be implemented entirely 
by the gram panchayats?
Ans: This may be feasible in some states, and 
over time, the scope for entrusting REGS 
to the gram panchayats is likely to expand. 
However, in many states, there is a long way 
to go in terms of creating the conditions that 
would enable gram panchayats to implement 
such a challenging scheme in an effective 
manner. This is one reason why the Act takes 
the block as the basic unit of implementation, 
rather than the gram panchayat. Another 
reason is that it may be difficult to “match” 
the demand for work with employment 
opportunities at the village level: some villages 
may have a large demand for work and few 
employment opportunities, or vice-versa.
The matching is likely to be easier at the 
block level. However, the Act allows for any 
of the programme officer’s responsibilities to 
be delegated to the gram panchayats: “The 
state government may, by order, direct that 
all or any of the functions of a programme 
officer shall be discharged by the gram 
panchayat or a local authority.” Thus, the Act 
effectively permits implementation through 
gram panchayats if this is deemed possible 
and desirable.
Q.13. how many works does a gram 
Panchayat may execute under nregs?
Ans: As per section 13 (1) of NREGA, the 
Panchayats at district, intermediate and village 
levels shall be the principal authorities for 
planning and implementation of schemes 
made under NREG Act. The Gram Panchayat 
is the single most important implementing 
agency for executing works as the Act 
mandates to allot at least of 50 percent of the 
works in terms of costs to be executed by the 
Gram Panchayat. This is statutory minimum. 
Upto 100 percent of the work approved in 
the annual shelf of projects can be allotted 
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to the Gram Panchayat. Works within the 
Gram Panchayat will be executed by the Gram 
Panchayat concerned only. 
Q.14. Who has been appointed as district 
Programme Coordinator under nregs?
Ans: As decided by the state government, the 
Chief Executive Officer of District Panchayat or 
the District Collector or any other district level 
officer of appropriate rank will be designated 
as District Programme Coordinator (DPC) 
for implementation of NREGS in the district. 
Q.15. What are the responsibilities of 
Programme officer of nregs?
Ans: The Programme Officer responsible 
for implementation of NREGS in the block. 
He /she will prepare a block NREGS plan by 
consolidating all GP plans. He will match the 
employment demand and opportunities in 
all GPs. The PO has to monitor the projects 
taken up in various Gram Panchayats and 
other implementing agencies in the block. The 
PO is responsible for fair and timely payment 
of wages and to sanction and payment 
of unemployment allowance to eligible 
households. The PO will enquire and dispose 
all complaints within 7days and ensure regular 
social audits of all works within the block 
through Gram Sabhas. The PO also assist the 
Panchayat Samiti in performing it duties under 
NREGS. He will issue the muster rolls for the 
works that are executed by various agencies.
Q.16. What is the role of the gram sabha and 
gram Panchayat in the planning process?
Ans: The Gram Sabha should identify, 
prioritize and recommend works that fall 
within the eight (8) prescribed categories. The 
Gram Panchayat should consolidate and send 
the recommendations of Gram Sabha to the 
Programme Officer.
Q.17. What wage material ratio needs to be 
maintained in the selection of works?
Ans: The cost of material component of 
projects including the wages of the skilled 
and semi-skilled workers taken up under the 
scheme shall not exceed forty percent. Hence, 
in the selection of works 60:40 wage-material 
ratio has to be maintained at GP level. 
Q.18. What type of work will be given?
Ans:  Creation of  durable assets  and 
strengthening the livelihood resource base 
of the rural poor shall be an important 
objective of the Scheme. Work through 
contractors is not permissible. The kinds of 
works permissible according to priority are:
Water conservation and water harvesting
Drought proofing, afforestation and tree 
plantation
Irrigation canals including micro and minor 
irrigation works

Provision of irrigation facility, horticulture 
plantation and land development facilities to 
land owned by households belonging to the 
Schedule Caste and Schedule Tribes or Below 
Poverty Line families or to beneficiaries of land 
reforms or to the beneficiaries of Indira Awaas 
Yojana of Government of India or that of the 
small farmers or marginal farmers as defined 
in Agriculture Debt Waiver and Debt Relief 
Scheme 2008.
_ Flood control and protection works including 
creation drainage in water logged areas
_ Rural connectivity to provide all weather 
access. Road construction also includes the 
construction of culverts where necessary 
within the village.
_ Any other work which may be notified by 
the Central Government in consultation with 
the State Government 
Q.19. Can individual farmers’ land developed 
under nregs?
Ans: Yes, Individual farmers’ land can be 
developed under NREGS. However, the 
lands should belong to Schedule Caste, 
Schedule Tribe, or Below Poverty Line 
families or to beneficiaries of land reforms or 
to the beneficiaries of Indira Awaas Yojana 
of Government of India or that of the small 
farmers or marginal farmers as defined in 
Agriculture Debt Waiver and Debt Relief 
Scheme 2008. Besides this, the individual 
landowner shall be a job cardholder and work 
in the project.
Q. 2 0 . Wh at  are  t h e  c on d it i on s  for 
development of individual farmers’ land 
under nregA?
Ans: Each farmers land or common land that 
is to be developed under NREGA should be 
treated as a project 
_ The individual land owner shall be a job card 
holder and also work in the project;
_ For each project wage : material cost may 
vary but 60:40 ratio shall be maintained at 
Gram Panchayat level;
_ All land development projects invariably 
have to be approved by Gram Sabha;
_ Land development projects shall be part of 
annual shelf of projects;
_ No contractor shall be involved in execution 
of work
_ No labour displacing machinery shall be 
used in the execution of work
_ No machinery shall be purchased.
Q.21. What should be the wage material ratio 
maintained in case of land development?
Ans: The wage material ratio varies from 
project to project. For each project, the labour, 
material ratio of 60:40 shall be maintained at 
Gram Panchayat level 
Q.22. What is the process of registration?

Ans: A household interested in availing of the 
NREGA benefits has to make an application 
for registration through the prescribed written 
form (Annexure-2) or orally indicating the 
names, age and address of household to Gram 
Panchayat. The registration form and process 
are free of cost. Within 15 days of registration 
the household will be provided with a Job card 
after due verification of details of households 
provided in the applicant. The photographs of 
registered adult members of household shall be 
affixed on the Job card, which are provided on 
free of cost by the Gram Panchayat. 
Q.23. What is the role of the gram Panchayat 
in the registration process?
Ans: In order to authenticate the registration, 
the Panchayat verifies whether the applicant 
resides in that village and is an adult. The 
unit of registration is the household. After 
verification, the Gram Panchayat will issue 
a Job Card to the household containing such 
details of adult members of household and 
affixing their photographs.
Q.24. What is a Job Card?
Ans: A Job Card is the basic legal document, 
which enables the registered household to 
demand guaranteed employment. The Job 
Card should be issued within 15 days of 
application and is valid for five years. The 
household Job Card will have the name and 
photograph of each registered adult member. 
The Job Card and photograph are free for the 
applicant. The job card may be renewed from 
time to time if there is any addition / deletion 
of adult members of the household. The job 
card contains the details of employment 
sought, employment provided, wages / 
unemployment allowance paid to various 
members of household etc.
Q.25. does a Job Card automatically entitle 
a person to receive employment?
Ans: No. In order to get employment the 
person will need to apply for work.
Q.26. Whose names will appear in the job 
card?
Ans: Job card contains the details of adult 
members of household who would like to do 
unskilled manual work.
Q.27. Whose photographs will be affixed on 
the job cards?
Ans: The job card bears the photographs of 
only registered adult members of household 
to whom the job card has been issued.
No photographs, names, or details of any 
person other than that of registered household 
members to whom that job card belongs shall 
be affixed.
Q.28. What is the essential information that 
a Job card has to contain?

uPA sCheMe
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_ Job card number
_ Household member wise work demand and 
allocation
_ Description of work done
_ Dates and days worked
_ Muster roll number by which wages have 
been paid
_ Amount of wages paid
_ Unemployment allowance if paid any
_ Postal / bank account number
_ Insurance policy number
_ Elector’s photo identity card number or 
voters identity, if any
Q.29. Job cards will be kept under whose 
custody?
Ans: All job cards should be in the custody of 
job cardholders to whom they belong.
Q.30. In the event of natural calamities, the 
rural community dislocated from one place 
to other place temporarily. In such case, how 
adult members of family can fulfill the ‘right 
to Work’ under nregs?
Ans: In case of natural calamities, the dislocated 
family members seek for registration and 
get the job card from the relocated Gram 
Panchayat or from the Programme Officer. 
After getting job card, they have to submit 
written or oral application in the Gram 
Panchayat Office or to the Programme Officer
requesting for employment.
Q.31. Is that nregA job card can treat as 
valid document for opening of savings bank 
account?
Ans: Yes. The job card issued under NREGS 
shall be treated as one of the officially valid 
documents, which was considered by the 
GoI and be, accepted as an officially valid 
document for opening of account in the bank.  
Q.32. does a Job Card automatically entitle 
a person to receive employment?
Ans: No. In order to get employment the 
person will need to apply for work either to 
Gram Panchayat or to Programme Officer. 
Q.33. Who can apply for employment under 
the Act?
Ans: The right to work under the Employment 
Guarantee Act is a universal entitlement. Any 
adult member of a rural household, willing to 
do casual manual work at the minimum wage 
can apply for employment. Even if a person is 
already employed / engaged in work, he/she 
has the right to demand employment under 
NREGA. Anyone who applies for work at any 
time is entitled to get employment for as many 
days as he or she desires but with a ceiling of 
upto 100 days to a household. 
Q.34. how can one apply for work?
Ans: To get employment, the wage seeker of 
job card holding household should ask for 

work through a written application or orally 
to the Gram Panchayat or to the Programme 
Officer (at block office). After submission of 
application, ask for dated receipt of application. 
There shall be no limit on number of days of 
employment for which a person may apply, or 
on the number of days of employment actually 
provided to him subject to the aggregate 
entitlement of the household. A applicant may 
also submit multiple applications provided 
that the corresponding periods for which 
employment is sought do not overlap. 

Q.35. Is there any priority to women to work 
under nregA?
Ans: Yes. Priority should be given to women. 
At least one-third of the beneficiaries shall be 
women who have registered and requested for 
work under the Scheme. 
Q36. Is there a limit on the number of days 
of guaranteed employment over the year?
Ans: A rural household is entitled with or 
to 100 guaranteed days of employment in a 
financial year.  v
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Committee, including proposals to introduce 
greater flexibility in these schemes. I am sure 
these changes will be widely welcomed.

There are two areas I wish to mention which 
pose a major challenge for our economy and 
these are energy and water.

Energy is a critical input for any growth process 
and our domestic energy resources are not 
sufficient to meet our country’s growing needs. 
We import oil, natural gas and in recent years 
even coal. If we wish to keep our energy import 
requirement within reasonable limits, we 
must emphasise energy efficiency to moderate 
demand and we must increase domestic 
production of energy. Energy pricing is critical 
for both objectives. If domestic energy prices 
are too low, there will be no incentive to increase 
energy efficiency or to expand even supply.

Unfortunately, energy is underpriced in 
our country. Our coal, petroleum products 
and natural gas are all priced well below 
international prices. This also means that 
electricity is effectively underpriced, especially 
for some consumers. Immediate adjustment of 
prices to close the gap is not feasible, I realise 
this, but some phased price adjustment is 
necessary. Energy experts are unanimous that 
we cannot expect to achieve rapid, inclusive 
and sustainable growth if we are not willing to 
undertake a phased adjustment in energy prices 
to bring them in line with world prices. The 
Central Government and the states must work 
together to create awareness in the public that 
we must limit the extent of energy subsidies. 
I look forward to hearing the comments of 
Hon’ble Chief Ministers on this complex issue.

The management of our water resources poses 
severe challenges. We are rapidly approaching 
the position where the total demand for water 
in the country simply cannot be met by available 

supply. As with energy, we have to respond 
by increasing water use efficiency and also by 
expanding supply in a sustainable manner.

The Plan document outlines a comprehensive 
strategy for dealing with this problem, starting 
with a serious effort to map available ground 
water supplies aquifer by aquifer. Available 
water also needs to be allocated to different uses 
through a Water Regulatory Authority. This is 
an area where action lies largely in the domain 
of State Governments.

The development of our country is necessarily 
a cooperative endeavour involving many 
stakeholders. It involves both the public sector 
and the private sector, the Central Government 
and the State Governments. It also involves the 
common people particularly those participating 
actively in devising new ways of addressing old 
problems.

We have been reasonably successful in what we 
have achieved so far, but we must remember 
that we are still a low income country. We 
need twenty years of rapid growth to bring it 
to middle income level. The journey is long 
and requires hard work and commitment. This 
meeting of the National Development Council 
is an opportunity to re-dedicate ourselves to the 
arduous task before us.

The people of this country have bestowed upon 
us the responsibility of creating the conditions 
in which they can fulfil their dreams and 
aspirations. If we do our part, I have no doubt 
that the talented people of India have the 
capacity to take this great nation to heights of 
glory. The people have high expectations of us. 
I am sure all Chief Ministers will agree that we 
must not fail to come up to the expectations 
of our people.

Thank you. v
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gAnDhI In 
cOnTEmpORARy pERIOD

Dr. Neelam Saxena

Mahatma Gandhi’s principle of 
non-violence is the last hope 
of the Man in today’s scary 

atmosphere in human history. According 
to Gandhi’s principles, there is a need to 
identify all possible paths to experience in 
one self tolerance, understanding, peace and 
harmony, and soul’s destiny.

 “The Whole world is my country, 
All humans are my brothers and sisters,
And doing good deeds is my Dharma”

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, who is 
popularly known as Gandhi, is only a name 
for us who gave us Independence through 
practicing all powerful weapons of Non-
violence and Truth. In present scenario when 
the whole world is suffering from anger and 
restlessness and enmity in rising among 
nations, this is no more a name but a much 
needed way of life.

Mahatma Gandhi emerges as a symbol of 
extra ordinary uniformity, consistency and 
humanity. Non-violence, peace, and peace of 
mind are prime in Gandhian thought. A long 
time has passed but the shine of Gandhian 
philosophy continues to prevail. These 
ideas are not of a single caste, community 
or language, not only for India but for the 
whole world. Many external forces have tried 
to infiltrate India, but Gandhi’s principles 
remained immortal. The philosophy of 
Gandhi is essential not only for rebirth of 
India but also for the re-education of the 
entire humanity.

Now, it has been proved that in this horrific 
period of human history the last hope of 
human being is the Gandhian doctrine 
of non-violence.  According to Gandhi’s 
principles, to gain extreme tolerance, wisdom, 
peace and understanding of all ways to accept 
your destiny are extremely important.

The Gandhian outlook, that is mainly related 
to enhance the consciousness, assumes 
enough significance in modern times. It 

identifies the irrelevance of materialistic 
civilization. Actually, Gandhi put a foundation 
of mathematical and scientific knowledge. He 
measured both - time and knowledge. Let 
us try to understand and analyze some of 
the important results of old “IMSITES” that 
become the root/core of Gandhi’s philosophy. 
Gandhi used to visualize a principle with 
clarity, and used to understand its meaning 
with even more depth.

Qualities like self-discipline, self-control and 
self-development, which have been main 
mainstay of Gandhian culture, are relevant 
even today as they were earlier. Hence, we all 
should try to protect Gandhi Dharma.

Actually, Gandhi was a great soul who 
preached unity of all religions, and unity of 
the whole humanity. Today, deep internal 
forces have tried their every bit to bury unity 
in order to destabilize us.

For centuries humanity is working to 
establish peace, but we have suffered defeats 
more than victories, because peace does not 
mean the absence of macro-violence. No 
country can claim that it’s peaceful because 
it’s not at war with any other country. Human 
nature has discovered many ways of violence 
macro and micro. Micro violence (mental-
verbal violence) is more dangerous because 
we commit this violence knowingly or 
unknowingly, and it triggers anger inside the 
victim, and finally appears as macro-violence 
(physical violence).

GANDHI JI said: “I will give you a talisman. 
Whenever you are in doubt, or when your ego 
starts overpowering you, apply the following 
test:- Recall the face of the poorest and the 
weakest man you have seen, and ask yourself 
if the step you are contemplating is going to be 
of any use to him. Will he gain anything by it? 
Will it restore him to a control over his own 
life and destiny? Or, will it lead to swaraj of 
those crores of people who suffer from hunger 
or their souls unsatisfied? Then you will find 
your doubt is vanishing, and ego ending.

The violence culture has resulted in decline 
in relationship all over the world. Today 
everybody is selfish and self-centered. If there 
will be no mutual respect, understanding no 
relation based on betterment, there would 
be no harmony and no peace. When Gandhi 
said “peace begins from within you”, its 
meaning was not restricted to that peace 
which we get or discover from devotion or 
knowledge, but it is that peace which we 
need to bring out by loving and respecting 
all creatures, irrespective of their economic, 
social, political level.

India is an extremely religious society, and 
completely secular too. Gandhi ji was also very 
religious, but he clearly knew that a state should 
definitely be secular. He was a supporter of 
maximum possible gap between the religious 
beliefs of persons, and the duties of a state 
towards their citizens. He clearly mentioned 
it clearly that the meaning of secularism is not 
criticizing a religion. And, also said that a state 
should respect all the religions, while not siding 
with any one religion. 

Today I know how many of us follow Gandhi 
in true sense. How many of us are true 
followers of Gandhi? 

Today if Gandhi were alive, he would 
have ruled over this world. He would have 
possibly cried after seeing deficiency, cruelty, 
selfishness, misery and hunger for power. 
We need Mahatma Gandhi. We need his 
principles not only on papers but in practice.

Are we ready to move on the path shown 
by Mahatma Gandhi? I am sure if we would 
follow Gandhism, we shall get the peace we 
wish. v

The author is a Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru 
Cultural Centre, Moscow, Russia
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swAmI vIvEkAnAnDA

A man of tremendous physical, 
mental and spiritual power.

The key to the amazing resilience 
of the Indian civilization lies in 
two main factors. The first is that 

it is based upon certain eternal truths 
enunciated in the Upanishads that remain 
valid for all time, and are not shaken by 
outer disturbances. The second is the fact 
that from time to time great men and women 
have been born here who through their 
lives have rearticulated and re – illuminated 
these eternal truths. Whenever there is a 
major threat to our civilization, the process 
of renewal and renaissance invariably sets 
in. One of the darkest moments in recent 
history was 1857, when our first national 
uprising was brutally crushed and India 
lay prostrate and bleeding at the feet of its 
foreign conquerors. It was not only a physical 
subjugation but a moral and spiritual 
collapse. People had begun to lose faith in 
their own traditions and it appeared as if our 
civilization was finally coming to an end.

At that time a number of social movements 
arose such as the Arya Samaj in the Punjab, 
Brahmo Samaj inBengal and Prarthna 
Samaj in Maharashtra, as well as the 
Theosophical Society which did a valuable 
service by extensive translations into 
English to Hindi scriptures. However, a 
truly integral and fundamental revival had 
necessarily to come from within the heart 
and soul of the Hindu tradition. This was 
destined to be a life work of two of the 
remarkable figures in the religious history 
of the world, Sri Ramakrishna and Swami 
Vivekananda. Sri Ramakrishna through his 
stay at Dakshineshwar experienced profound 

spiritual developments and had 
became a magnet for the youth 
of Calcutta at that time. Many of 
the greatest men in the cultural 
and literary field came to meet 
him, and he created around 
himself a group of brilliant 
and devoted young men as 

his disciples. Among these Narendranath 
Datta later to be known, around the world 
as Swami Vivekananda, stood out.

After the passing of the Master, Swami 
Vivekananda gathered together the 
disciples. He walked the length and breadth 
of India as a sannyasi, finally reaching 
Kanyakumari, where he swam out to a 
rock of the southernmost tip of India and, 
meditating there, had a vision of a revived 
and renascent India for which he worked 
tirelessly for the rest of his life. The whole 
story of Swamiji’s visit to Chicago and his 
dramatic speeches at the First Parliament 
of the World’s Religions there in 1893 is 
too well known to need repetition. Suffice 
it to say that he made a profound impact 
upon the huge gathering at the Parliament, 
and when he returned to India he received 
a rapturous welcome wherever he went. 
He founded the Ramakrishna Mission 
which continues down to the present day 
to propagate Vedanta and to help suffering 
humanity wherever possible. ‘Aatmano 
mokshartham jagat hitaya cha’ was the 
motto that Swamiji gave to the Mission – 
work for your own salvation but also for 
the welfare of humanity. He thus combined 
the quietist and the activist streams in 
Hinduism.

Swamiji’s teachings were clearly based 
upon the Upanishads which represent the 
high watermark not only of India’s but of 
world thought. Such concepts as ‘Ekam sad 
viprah bahudha vadanti’, the truth is one 
the wise call it by many names; ‘amritasya 

putrah’, all human 
being are children 
of immortality 
and can strive 
t o w a r d s  i t ; 
‘  b a h u j a n a 
sukhaya bahujana hitaya cha’, the welfare 
of the many and the happiness of the many, 
and the concept of yoga as the methodology 
for linking the human with the divine, his 
brilliant essays on the four yogas – Jnana 
yoga, Bhakti yoga, Karma yoga and Raja 
yoga – remain a tremendous source of 
inspiration and instruction down to the 
present day.

Swami Vivekananda was indeed an 
iconic figure in recent history, a man of 
tremendous physical, mental and spiritual 
power. In his short life of only 39 years he 
brought about a virtual reinterpretation of 
Hinduism to meet the challenges that the 
country faced at that time. He enriched 
Indian consciousness and preached the 
concept of strength, determination and 
the spiritual quest. Swamiji’s 150 birth 
anniversary is being observed in the year 
2013. A National Committee under the 
chairmanship of the Prime Minister has been 
constituted to undertake a wide spectrum 
of commemorative activities including 
publications. On this occasion, through the 
pages of this volume I pay my homage to 
this great saint and teacher and bow down 
in gratitude to him for the outstanding 
contribution that he has made not only to 
India but to the entire world. v

The author is a Member of Parliament

Dr. Karan Singh
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Subhas Chandra Bose,  popularly 
known as Netaji, was an outstanding 
l e a d e r  of  t he  Ind i an  f re e d om 

movement  and  a  re volut ionar y  p ar 
excellence. He effectively took the Indian 
Freedom Movement beyond the frontiers 
of India which is perhaps a rare feat in 
the history of our freedom struggle. His 
magnificent and inspiring words ‘Jain Hind’, 
which echo in everyone’s ears and ignite 
patriotic instincts in our heart, have truly 
become the national rallying call.

Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 23rd 
January 1897 at Cuttack in Orissa. He was 
educated at Ravenshaw Collegiate School, 
Cuttack, Scottish Church College, Calcutta 
and Cambridge University. In 1920, Subhas 
Chandra Bose took the Indian Civil Service 
examination and secured fourth rank. He, 
however, resigned from the Indian Civil 
Service in April 1921 and plunged himself 
into the national struggle. His desire was 
to understand the successive stages of the 
struggle that Mahatma Gandhi had planned 
which would, gradually, lead the country to 
capture power from the unwilling hands of 
the British Government. He got in touch 
with Mahatma Gandhi answered with his 
usual patience, some of which satisfied him 
but others did not. After his meeting with 
Mahatma, he met Deshbandhu Chittaranjan 
Das was decisive and Bose felt convinced 
that he had found a leader to follow. 
Deshbandhu welcomed his new youthful 
lieutenant with open arms and entrusted 

nETAJI
subhAs chAnDRA bOsE

him with a number of responsibilities.

In 1921, the country was vibrant 
with patriotic fervor and there was 
unparalleled popular enthusiasm 
in response to Gandhiji’s call for 
boycott and non – cooperation. In 
the teeth of popular opposition, the British 
Government sought to prepare the ground 
for the inauguration of constitutional 
reforms recommended in 1919 by the 
Secretary of State for India, Mr. Montague 
and the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford and later 
embodied them in an Act. A visit to India 
of the Prince of Wales was announced for 
November 1921. The Congress called upon 
the people to observe a total hartal on the 
day the Prince’s landing was scheduled to 
take place in Bombay. Like other Indian 
cities, Calcutta too rose to the occasion. The 
Congress Committee vested all its powers 
in its President, Chittaranjan Das, who in 
turn put Subhas Chandra Bose in charge 
of the movement. In the second week of 
December 1921, Subhas Chandra Bose was 
taken into custody alongwith Deshbandhu 
Chittaranjan Das and other leaders and later 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment. 
On 31st December 1922, Chittaranjan Das 
resigned as Congress President and formed 
the Swaraj Party alongwith Motilal Nehru. 
In 1924, Deshbandhu was elected as the first 
Mayor of Calcutta Corporation and Subhas 
Chandra Bose was appointed the Chief 
Executive Officer. Within a few months, 
Subhas Chandra Bose was able to give a 

new orientation and momentum to the 
administration of the Calcutta Corporation.

In the middle of 1924, the influence and 
prestige of the Swaraj Party and its leader 
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das reached new 
heights. The British Government could no 
longer wait and watch as the Swaraj Party 
went on scoring one success after another. In 
sheer desperation, the Government decided 
to strike at the root of the organization 
and on 25th October 1924, Subhas Chandra 
Bose was arrested and sent to Rangoon. 
With the death of Chittaranjan Das in 1925, 
the members of the Swaraj Party quietly 
returned to the Congress fold.

At the Annual Session of the Indian 
National Congress of 1928 held in Calcutta 
under the Presidentship of Pandit Motilal 
Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose emerged as 
the principal spokesman of the younger and 
leftist forces in the national movement. He 
was also the General Officer Commanding 
of the Congress Volunteer Corps. On 29th 
December 1929, the historic Session of the 
Indian National Congress took place at 
Lahore under the Presidentship of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. Mahatma Gandhi himself 
came forward to move the resolution on the 
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national demand of complete independence. 
At the stroke of midnight of 31st December 
1929, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, unfurled the 
flag of independence on the banks of the 
river Ravi in the presence of a mammoth 
gathering. Subhas Chandra Bose went a step 
further from the position he had taken at the 
Calcutta Congress. He moved a resolution 
that the Congress should aim at setting up 
a parallel Government in the country and 
towards that end, should undertake the 
task of organizing the workers, the peasants 
and the youths. The resolution moved by 
him was, however, defeated. At the Lahore 
Congress, Subhas Chandra Bose, Srinivas 
Lyengar and others of the leftist camp, 
were excluded from the Congress Working 
Committee.

In 1930, Subhas Chandra Bose formed a 
Congress Democratic Party to promote 
his programme of action. However, before 
he could proceed with his plans, he was 
arrested as soon as he returned to Calcutta 
from Lahore and sentenced to a year’s 
rigorous imprisonment.

To  counter  t he  Civ i l  Dis ob e dience 
Movement, the British Government, in 
January 1932 launched its offensive against 
the Congress and National organizations 
throughout India.  Leaders including 
Gandhiji, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Subhas Chandra Bose were arrested en 
masse. After his arrest, Subhas Chandra 
Bose was lodged in a small jail in Seoni, 
an obscure place in the Central provinces. 
Within a year or so, his physical condition 
became so alarming that he was released, 
and banished from India to Europe. Besides 
recouping his health there, he took steps 
to establish centers in different European 
capitals with a view to promoting politico – 
culture contacts between India and Europe. 
Returning to India in 1936 in defiance of a 
Government ban on his entry, he was again 
arrested and imprisoned for a year. In March 
1937, Subhas Chandra Bose was released 
unconditionally due to poor health. Towards 
the end of 1937, he decided to undertake 
a short trip to Europe, firstly, as a health 
measure and secondly to make a quick on – 

the – spot survey of the European situation.

In January 1938, when he was in London he 
came to know about his formal election as 
the Congress President, so he returned to 
India soon. In the meantime, the Congress 
Party had accepted office in sever out of 
eleven Provinces of the British India. In 
1939, Subhas Chandra Bose was re – elected 
as the Congress President, defeating Dr. 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya who had been backed 
by Gandhiji and the Congress Working 
Committee.  Soon af ter  the elect ion, 
the members of the Congress Working 
Committee resigned, and the Congress 
met at Tripuri under the shadow of a crisis 
within the Party. In April 1939, Subhas 
Chandra Bose resigned his Presidentship 
of the Congress and in May 1939, he 
announced the formation of the Forward 
Bloc within the Congress. In 1939-40, 
Subhas Chandra Bose felt dissatisfied with 
the political ideology of the Indian National 
Congress. He decided to chart out a separate 
path for the achievement of Swaraj for India. 
But the great hindrance in his way was the 
repressive policy of the British Raj which 
had lodged him in Jail. Even after his release 
on the condition that he would not move out 
of his home and would not meet anybody, 
a few dozens of CID personnel were posted 
around his home at Elgin Road, Calcutta. 
On 16-17 January 1941, Subhas Chandra 
Bose slipped out of his Elgin Road home 
in disguise, reached Delhi in the evening 
of 18 January 1941 and boarded the train 
for Peshawar. He had to face quite a few 
problems before he could cross the Afghan 
Border and enter Kabul. Thereafter, he was 
in touch with German leaders and other 
European leaders in order to seek their 
support for the cause of Swaraj.

Ultimately, Subhas Chandra Bose reached 
Japan. The Prime Minister, Hikedi Tojo 
welcomed him and promised him support 
in his mission. On 4 July 1943, he took over 
the leadership of the Indian Independence 
Movement from Rash Behari Bose in East 
Asia. He organized the Azad Hind Fauj 
with its headquarters at Singapore and 
became its Supreme Commander. On 21st 

October 1943, he proclaimed the formation 
of provisional Government of Azad Hind 
at a historic assembly in Singapore. The 
Provisional Government was recognized 
by nine countries including the then three 
world powers – Japan, Germany and Italy.

The INA headquarters was shifted to 
Rangoon in January 1944. Subhas Chandra 
Bose motivated the Indian National Army 
with his famous call “Give me blood and I 
shall give you freedom”. The INA reached 
the Arakan front on 4 February 1944 and 
marched towards their Motherland with 
the clarion call of “Chalo Delhi” on their 
lips. The Azad Hind Fauj crossed the Burma 
border on 18 March and for the first time, 
stood on the soil of India. The liberation 
forces were halted within three miles of 
Imphal and as they lacked air cover they 
were unable to go further into the Assamese 
territory. The British forces, under Lord 
Mountbatten, reinforced by air, were able 
to successfully stop the Azad Hind Fauj’s 
march. The torrential rains of Burma, which 
started just at that time, submerged the INA 
supply lines and Netaji ordered the retreat 
of his forces.

After the suspension of INA activities, 
Subhas  Chandra  B os e  went  back  s o 
Singapore and issued instructions to the 
civilian and army wings of the provisional 
Government of Azad Hind  as to what 
they should do. The Cabinet Ministers 
agreed to leave Singapore and move 
further Eastwards.  In the meantime, 
the surrender of Japan was off icial ly 
announced on 15 August  and on 17 
August 1945, Netaji took a plane from 
Saigon. Five days later, on 22 August 
the Tokyo Radio announced that Subhas 
Chandra Bose had died in an air crash in 
Formosa on 18 August 1945 on his way 
to Japan. Within two years when India 
became independent and commenced 
its journey towards securing its rightful 
place in the comity of nations, every 
Indian recalled what Netaji said, “In this 
mortal world everything perishes and will 
perish, but the ideas, ideals and dreams 
do not”. v
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A mAn Of cOnscIEncE Is 
cALLED LAL bAhADuR shAsTRI

Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru had said in 
Parliament, “No man can wish for a 
better comrade and colleague than 

Lal Bahadur Shastri. The man of the highest 
integrity, loyalty, devoted to ideals and a man 
of conscience is called Lal Bahadur Shastri. 
Today people of India salute this great son of 
India. His humanity and simplicity endeared 
him to millions of Indians. He was a tireless 
Champion of the interests of the working class 
and peasants. The slogan he gave us, “Jai Jawan, 
Jai Kisan”, resonates with people even today.

He advocated for modern day India, “Simple 
living and high thinking.” He was keen to steer 
country through contentious times on the path 
of economic and social development.” He felt 
that whether it is the soldier, the farmer, the 
scientist, the worker, the entrepreneur, the 
teacher or the public officials, each one of 
us play a vital role in the process of nation 
building.”

There were many specialties in the life of 
Shastri Ji. The oft-repeated question of the 
early 1960”. After Nehru who? But Shastriji 
proved to the world that he was a worthy 
successor. Shastriji’s life is aptly described as 
an illustration of the practical application of 
Gandhian principles and a legendry loyalist of 
Pt. Nehru. He is a perfect role model for the 
younger generation. The way shastriji lived his 
life, he had become a permanent fixture of our 
collective pshye. It is a matter of coincidence 
that Shastriji shares his birthday with Mahatma 
Gandhi, his abiding commitment to values 
and ideals of the Mahatma is truly significant. 
While in Government, he abided by Gandhiji’s 
dictum that when in office, “always sit light, 
never tight”.

He resigned from Railway Minister Post 
owing the responsibilities of Mahboob Nagar 

Rail accident. His innate sense of humanity 
sincerity and simplicity enabled him to 
establish a deep bond with people and to easily 
strike chord of understanding.

It is worth recalling that like many amongst 
his generation, Shastri Ji also gave up his 
studies to join the freedom struggle in 
response to Gandhi Ji’s call to strengthen the 
non-cooperation movement. He was arrested 
for the first time at the age of seventeen, 
and again, like many of the stalwarts of our 
independence movement, prison was to 
become a second home. All told, Shastri Ji was 
sent to prison seven times, spending as many as 
nine long years in various prisons. Despite his 
involvement in the freedom struggle, following 
the non-cooperation movement, Shastri Ji, 
resumed and completed his studies at the Kashi 
Vidyapeeth. He was awarded the degree of 
Shastri in philosophy and the humanities and 
this was the reason for the public at large to 
address him as Shastri.

He joined the Servants of India Society which 
burnished his image as a man of Simple habits, 
great commitment, diligence and sincerity. 
He participates in many landmark events of 
freedom struggle including the salt Satyagraha 
and the Quit India movement.

A man of strong principles, Shastri Ji refused 
to bend the rules for anyone, not even Pt. 
Jawahar Lal Nehru. He was such a stickler 
for rules that he insisted on Pt. Nehru 
paying customs duty on a Volkswagen car 
that his younger sister Krishna Hatheesing 
had imported. Hutheesing had been gifted a 
Volkswagen car by the company as a goodwill 
gesture. The vehicle however was held up at 
the customs and Hatheesing was asked to pay 
the duty. Shastri was apprised of the matter 
when customs officials realized that she was 
the Prime Minister’s sister. Shastriji put his 
foot down and insisted that Hatheesing had 
to pay the duty. The matter went to Pt. Nehru, 
who agreed to pay the customs duty from his 
own pocket.” Shastri Ji had become a victim 

of Kamraj’s plan of 
dropping Nehru’s 
critics from the 
cabinet after India 
lost the war against 
China in 1962.

Shastri was a leader 
of towering moral 
s t atu re ,  w ho s e 
trail physique and 
gent le  manner 
b e l i e d  h i s 
tremendous inner strength and courage. He 
epitomized the finest values of the Congress 
leaders who fought so bravely for India’s 
freedom. Shastriji’s brief tenure of eighteen 
months as Prime Minister were testing times 
for our new republic. And yet through crisis 
such as war and privation, his immense moral 
courage, character and great intuition were 
visible in his calm and effective leadership.

His sudden demise in Tashkent in 1966 was 
an enormous blow. In his first broadcast as 
Prime Minister on June 11, 1964, Lal Bahadur 
Shastri stated: “There comes a time in the life 
of every nation when it stands at the cross-
roads of history and must choose which way 
to go. But for us there need be no difficulty 
or hesitation, no looking to right or left, our 
way is straight and clear-the building up a 
socialist democracy at home was freedom, 
and prosperity for all and the maintenance of 
world peace and friendship with all nations”. In 
these times when moral courage and integrity, 
simplicity and humility, seen to count for so 
little in public life Shastriji life should serve as 
an inspiration to all of us. The best way for us 
to pay tribute to the principles they cherished, 
of service to the Nation and pursuit of truth, 
what firm resolve, simple living and high 
thinking. As long as India remains, Shastriji 
will continue to occupy a place of great respect 
in our hearts. v

(The author is a member of UP Congress 
Committee, and former spokesman UPCC)

Kishore Varshney
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By the turn of the century, there was a shift in 
the tone of the Congress. Political leaders and 
activists now wanted to go beyond the political 
methods of the early nationalists. There were 
many factors that contributed to this shift. 

The Indian Councils Act of 1892, mentioned 
earlier, had failed to satisfy anyone. In 1898, a 
law was passed making it an offence to excite 
feelings of disaffection towards the foreign 
government; in 1904, the Indian Official 
Secrets Act restricted freedom of the press. 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak was imprisoned in 1897 
and the appointment of Curzon as Viceroy 
only fuelled anti-Congress attitudes. The 
British government sought to restrict higher 
education for Indians and control universities 
through the Indian Universities Act of 1904. 
This led to disaffection amongst educated 
Indians who were now attracted to the new 
radical political ideas. 

International events also influenced Indian 
politics. The rise of modern Japan and its 
victory in the Russo-Japanese war of 1905 
demonstrated that a small Asian country 
could defeat a mighty European power. 
Nationalist movements in Turkey, Egypt, 
Ireland and Russia further encouraged Indian 
nationalists. The earlier method of demanding 
reforms was now seen as redundant and self- 
government came to be seen as the objective 
of the movement. 

A radical trend had already emerged in Bengal 
and Maharashtra. Leaders like Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak in Maharashtra and Rajnarain Bose 
in Bengal had endorsed no-tax campaigns. 
Tilak had turned Ganpati and Shivaji festivals 
into national symbols in Maharashtra. Now 
this militant nationalist trend within the 

‘cOngREss AnD ThE mAkIng 
Of ThE InDIAn nATIOn’

FroM the ArChIves

Congress came to be represented by leaders 
like Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai 
and Aurobindo Ghosh. 

bengAl PArtItIoned 
It was, however, a political step by the British 
government which provided the platform 
for a full flowering of radical methods. On 
20 July 1905, Lord Curzon issued an order 
dividing Bengal into two parts. East Bengal and 
Assam with a Muslim majority were separated 
from West Bengal, a predominantly Hindu-
majority area. The official explanation for this 
step was that the province was too big to be 
well administered. However, Indian public 
opinion saw it as an attempt at containing the 
widespread nationalist sentiment in Bengal. 
H.H. Risley, Home Secretary to Government of 
India, commented in December 1904, “Bengal 
united is a power. Bengal divided will pull in 
several different ways.” 

This move was opposed by the leaders of the 
Congress and Bengal. In addition, a popular 
movement against partition emerged in which 
various sections of society like zamindars, 
merchants, lawyers, students, the urban poor 
and women participated. The partition was 
seen as a challenge to Indian nationalism 
and an attempt at the division of Bengalis on 
communal lines. On 7 August 1905 a huge rally 
was held in Calcutta. 16 October 1905, the day 
the partition was promulgated, was observed 
as a day of national mourning. People fasted, 
walked barefoot and bathed in the Ganga. 
Rabindranath Tagore wrote the famous song, 
‘Amar Sonar BangIa’ and huge crowds went 
around singing it. Bande Mataram became 
the theme song of the movement. Hindus and 
Muslims tied rakhis on each others’ wrists to 
symbolize unity. Foreign cloth was burnt in 
huge bonfires and shops selling foreign cloth 

were picketed. Swadeshi and boycott became 
special features of this movement. 

Apart from this, national educational 
institutions were set up by nationalists so that 
students could get an alternative to colonial 
education. In the anti-partition agitation, 
students and upper-middle class women were 
most active. From then on, women took an 
active part in the national movement. The 
swadeshi movement spread to other areas of 
India and become a nation-wide movement. 

The government took repressive measures to 
suppress the movement. The press was gagged, 
students beaten up, meetings and singing of 
Bande Mataram in public was banned. In 
Punjab, Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh were 
deported; Chidambaram Pillai in Madras and 
Hari Sarvottam Rao in Andhra were arrested. 
Tilak was arrested and sentenced to six years 
of imprisonment. By 1908, the government 
had succeeded in stifling the movement, but 
nationalist sentiments were far from dead. 

groWth oF revolutIonAry 
nAtIonAlIsM 
When the anti-partition movement was 
suppressed by the  government, many of the 
youth in Bengal took to the cult of the bomb. 
They were influenced by Irish terrorists 
and Russian Nihilists. In 1906, a newspaper 
called Yugantar was set up which argued 
that force must be countered by force. These 
revolutionary nationalists adopted violent 
methods like assassination of influential 
British officials and dacoities to procure funds 
and arms. 

The two most important secret societies 
established to carry out these activities were 
Anushilan Samiti and Jugantar. In April 1908, 
Prafulla Chaki and Khudiram Bose threw a 
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bomb at a carriage in Muzaffarpur, which they 
mistakenly thought carried a British judge 
Kingsford. An attack was carried out on the 
Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, by Sachindranath 
Sanyal and Rash Behari Bose in December 
1912.  Most of these nationalists were arrested, 
tried and hanged. Between 1908 and 1918, 
about 186 nationalists were convicted or killed. 

Congress AFter the 
PArtItIon oF bengAl 
By 1907, the early nationalists had exhausted 
their historical role. The government believed 
that the Congress led by this group could be 
easily subdued since it had no mass base. It was 
in this context that Lord Curzon had declared 
that the Congress was tottering to its fall. He 
refused to meet the Congress president or its 
delegation. Once the militant nationalist trend 
grew strong, the British wanted to weaken 
the national movement by a complex policy 
of repression- conciliation-suppression. They 
sought to repress the militant nationalists, 
conciliate the early nationalists through 
political reforms and then, once the early 
nationalists were on their side, they could go 
ahead and annihilate the militant nationalists. 
But this policy did not quite work.

surAt sPlIt 
Lord Minto, the Viceroy of India from 1905 
to 1910, came up with a scheme for reform of 
Legislative Councils in which he wanted the 
co- operation of the early nationalists. This led 
to a split in the Congress since at this time, the 
popular swadeshi movement was going on. 
The early nationalists agreed to cooperate but 
the militant nationalists were opposed to it. At 
the Surat session of the Congress held in 1907, 
the split became official. In the years from 
1905 to 1907, there were many disagreements 
between the two groups on various issues. The 
militant nationalists had wanted to extend 
the Swadeshi movement to the rest of India 
but the early nationalists opposed it; militant 
nationalists wanted to extend the boycott of 
foreign goods to boycott of the government 
as a whole, but again the early nationalists 
disagreed. Aurobindo Ghosh was active on the 
militant side and wanted a split so that they 
could go their own way. Pherozeshah Mehta, 
who led the early nationalists, also favoured a 
split as he felt that the militant approach would 
destroy Congress as an organization. Tilak 
among the militant nationalists and Gokhale 
among early nationalists were opposed to 
a split but their views did not prevail. The 
split at Surat was quite acrimonious. The 
government now launched a massive attack 
on militant nationalists: their newspapers 
were suppressed and Tilak was deported to 

Burma for six years. Aurobindo Ghosh was 
also arrested, Bipin Chandra Pal and Lala 
Lajpat Rai retired from politics temporarily. 
With the militant nationalists repressed and 
the early nationalists lacking any support in 
the country, political activity slowed down. 

ForMAtIon oF MuslIM 
leAgue 
A little before this, in 1906, the All India 
Muslim League had been established at Dhaka 
under British encouragement by a few Muslim 
leaders led by the Nawab of Dhaka who argued 
for a separate political path for India’s Muslims. 
Their argument was for cooperating with the 
British government in order to make social 
and educational advancement possible for the 
Muslims. They also wanted separate electoral 
safeguards for the Muslims in India based on 
the argument that they formed a numerical 
minority in the country and needed to be 
protected from domination by the majority 
Hindus. 

IndIAn CounCIls ACt, 1909 
Soon after these developments, in 1909, 
the Indian Councils Act was passed based 
on Morley-Minto scheme of reforms. 
According to these reforms, the number of 
elected members in imperial and provincial 
Legislative Councils was to be increased. 
One Indian member would be included in 
the Governor-General’s Executive Council. 
However, these councils lacked any real 
power and were merely advisory bodies. 
Morley, the Secretary of State for India, 
said, “If it could be said that this chapter of 
reforms led directly or necessarily up to the 
establishment of a Parliamentary system in 
India, I, for one, would have nothing at all 
to do with it.” Under this Act, the system of  
separate electorates was introduced for 
Muslims. This led to the growth of Muslim 
communalism based on separate electoral 
reservations. 

nAtIonAl MoveMent 
durIng the FIrst World 
WAr: hoMe rule leAgues 
The outbreak of the First World War and the 
involvement of India as a British colony in the 
war had some severe consequences for India. It 
meant heavy taxation, high prices for ordinary 
goods, shortage of basic commodities-all of 
which generated a lot of misery among the 
common people. As such, resentment against 
colonial rule was on the rise and the people 
were ready to join a movement. 

In 1914, Tilak was released after six years of 
imprisonment in Burma. He came back to a 

quiet country almost devoid of any political 
activity. His first act was to try to get back into 
the Congress. It was at this time that Annie 
Besant was also persuading early nationalist 
leaders to allow Tilak and other militant 
nationalist leaders to return to the Congress. 
However, at the 1914 Congress session, this 
did not materialize and Besant and Tilak went 
ahead with the formation of their own Home 
Rule Leagues. 

In 1915, Annie Besant demanded self-
government for India and Tilak stepped up 
political activity. Militant nationalists were 
allowed to rejoin the Congress in 1916. Tilak 
formed his Home Rule League in April 1916 
and in September of the same year, Besant 
set up her own Home Rule. Tilak’s League 
worked in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Central 
Provinces and Berar and Besant’s in the rest of 
the country.  By March 1917, Besant had 7,000 
members in her Horne Rule League which 
included Jawaharlal Nehru in Allahabad. By 
April 1917, 14,000 members had enlisted in 
Tilak’s Home Rule League. 

The Home Rule Leagues popularized the 
demand for home rule through public 
meetings and writings in the press and 
distribution of League literature. For example, 
three lakh copies of pamphlets arguing for 
self-government were sold in 1916 itself. Tilak 
made his famous declaration, “Swaraj is my 
birthright and I shall have it.” 

luCknoW PACt 
In December 1916, the annual session of the 
Congress was held in  Lucknow where the 
presence of the Home Rule League members 
was appreciable. Militant nationalists were 
welcomed back to the Congress. The demand 
for more constitutional reforms as a step 
towards self-government was made and for 
the first time, a joint meeting of the two 
Leagues was held at the Congress session. 
The government came down harshly on this 
combined force. Besant was arrested and in 
protest, Sir S. Subramania Aiyar gave up his 
knighthood. In solidarity, Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah, Madan Mohan Malaviya, Surendranath 
Banerjea joined the Home Rule League. Tilak 
gave a call for passive resistance. A petition 
for home rule was circulated with the target 
of getting a million signatures of peasants and 
workers. The Montagu announcement of 20 
August 1917 was the government’s response 
to this movement. Besant was released in 
September 1917 and became the president of 
the Congress in December 1917. However, 
during 1918, the Home Rule movement 
declined since the early nationalist leadership 
once again wanted to cooperate over the 1919 

continued on page 41
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sTATEswATch
ANDHRA PRADESH

Foundation Day
hyderabad: Andhra Pradesh Congress 
Committee celebrated the 128th Foundation 
Day of Congress on December 28, 2012 as 
well as Congress Dal Diwas at Gandhi Bhavan, 
Hyderabad.

APCC President Shri Botcha Satyanarayana 
hoisted the party flag and recalled the services 
of the freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives 
for the cause of Mother Land from the British 
Imperialists. He called upon the party cadre to 
strengthen the party under the leadership of 
our beloved Honorable Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi ji.
Shri Damodar C. Rajanarashimha, Deputy 
Chief Minister, Shri P. Narsa Reddy, Shri M. 
Satyanarayana Rao, former APCC Presidents, 
Ministers, MLAs, MLCs, APCC office bearers, 
Congress Seva Dal Volunteers and other 
important leaders of the party apart from large 
number of Congress workers were present on 
this occasion.
On this occasion, APCC President and Dy. CM 
Shri P.N. Reddy honoured the former APCC 
Presidents.

BIHAR
Rajendra Prasad Jayanti

Ara: The birthday of the country’s first president 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad was celebrated in Ara 
district with much enthusiasm on Dec 3, 2012. 
To mark the occasion, the Ara DCC organised 
a function at the Shaheed Bhawan. Those who 
spoke on the occasion said that Dr Prasad was 
a multi-faceted personality.
Those who participated in the function included 
Maheshwar Pandey, Ramakant Thakur, Sridhar 
Tiwari, Ashutosh, Dev Kumar Singh, Rajendra 
Tiwari, Prof. Rajendra OJha, Ashok Kumar, 
Sushil Kumar, Virender Mishra, and Bihariji 
Singh.
Later a seminar was organised by the Congress 

Sewa Dal Pramod Rai who inaugurated the 
seminar. Those present at the seminar were 
Dev Ranjan, Shri Ram Singh, Ashok Chodhary, 
Lutawan Ram Chaurasia, Ravinder Tiwari, Geeta 
Sinha, and Raj Gopalan Tiwari.
A cultural programme was also organised by 
the Bhojpur Yuva Kalyan Samiti under the 
chairmanship of young singer Mukteshwar. 

Foundation Day Celebrated
Muzzafarpur: Party workers celebrated the 
“Bihar Sthapana Diwas” at the Tilak Maidan 
party office. As per the custom, Sewa Dal 
president Sanjay Kumar handed over the party’s 
flag to District Congress Committee President 
Shri Prem Kumar Sinha. The DCC president 
also took oath to upkeep the party’s honour and 
esteem. Thereafter, the party’s flag was unfurled 
at the party office. 

Later, addressing the party workers Shri 
Sinha appealed to them to disseminate the 
party’s principles and also carry the Central 
Government’s various developmental schemes 
and programmes to the aam-admi. 
Present on the occasion included Anil Kumar 
Sinha, Prem Mohan Shukla, Vidyanand Sharma, 
Raju Ram, Umashankar Prasad Singh, Suman 
Thakur, Wasi Ahmed, Aszal Ahmed, Chandra 
ShekharSahni, Krishna Murari Singh, Mahesh 
Paswan, Amrit Kumar Jha, Md. Saifuddin, Raj 
Kishore Singh, and Mumtaz Ahmed and others.

Sadbhawana Rath
Patna: Shri Cecil Sah, Convener, Minority 
Department, Bihar P.C.C., Shri Kapildeo Yadav, 
member AICC and Shri Anil Sulabh, President, 
Intellectual Cell, Bihar P.C.C., jointly flagged 
off the “Sadbhawana Rath” from the Congress 
Head Quarter, Sadaquat Ashram on Christmas 
Day to spread the message of peace, unity, love 
and social cohesion and to offer the greetings for 
Christmas and New Year’s Day.
The “Sadbhawana Rath” passed through 
Churches, Hospitals, different localities, and 
streets. People gathered on streets to have a 
glimpse of this “Rath” and to read the message. 

The event was very effective and impressive. 
Senior party leader, Shri Purushottam Mishra 
on this occasion said the launching of the rath 
was in conformity with the party’s ideology 
to urge people to remain united and foil 
communal element’s design to disturb peace and 
brotherhood in the society. Niraj Kumar, Shashi 
Ranjan, Shiv Kumar Sharma and Sister Sarla 
Loyal, were prominent among those present on 
this occasion.

Worker’s Convention
Patna: Worker’s convention was organized here 
on December 24, 2012 to discuss various issues 
and to highlight the importance and benefits 
of FDI. 
In the light of AICC General Secretary 
Shri Janardan Dwivedi’s letter, all Congress 
committees across the country were told to 
organize meetings of party workers by December 
31st and apprise them about the positive aspects 
of the FDI in retail and salient features of cash 
transfer scheme introduced recently by the UPA 
government.
The political resolution adopted at the convention 
demanded a CBI inquiry into Rs. 6,000 crore 
embezzlement of fund in MGNREGA schemes, 
amendments in the excise act to book those 
responsible for hooch tragedy under IPC 302 
(murder), treating gang rape as rarest of the 
rare cases, fast execution of railway projects 
in Bihar and delegation of power to elected 
Panchayat bodies.
AICC in-charge for Bihar Shri Gulchain Singh 
Charak, who was the chief guest, exhorted the 
party workers to launch membership drive 
on a war footing to make Congress a viable 
and reliable alternative to the ruling coalition 
in Bihar. He assured the gathering that party 
seniors including Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh would arrive here 
to address the rally in the state, to be announced 
after the drive. 
BPCC president Shri Kaiser alleged that Chief 
Minister Shri Nitish Kumar has begun raking up 
special status issue for Bihar to divert people’s 
attention from the core issue of development 
and burgeoning corruption in various centre-
aided schemes. He, however, claimed that the 
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state government had put in well organized 
propaganda machinery in place to project a 
goody image, even though the UPA government 
had pushed thousands of crores to power the 
growth of the state in various fields including 
education and rural roads. 
Former BPCC president Shri Ram Jatan Sinha 
and Congress legislature party leader Shri 
Sadanand Singh were among the selected 
senior leaders who addressed the gathering. 
Many others like Sadhu Yadav, Lovely Anand, 
Akhilesh Singh, Ashok Ram, Kumud Ranjan Jha 
and Kapildeo Prasad Yadav were also present.

CHHATTISGARH
Free of Cost Operations

raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress 
Committee’s Handicap Welfare Cell organised 
a free training camp for the deaf and dumb 
on the occasion of Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi’s birthday on Dec 9, 2012. Later, 
hearing aids were also distributed among several 
patients.

Speaking on the occasion, Handicap Welfare 
Cell’s state president Shri Mahendra Kochchar 
said that under the able leadership of Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the Congress-led 
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Government 
has given various welfare programmes/schemes 
for the poor. 
He also said that Smt. Sonia Gandhi was a living 
example of Selfless Service to the people.
Later diagnosis and surgery was carried out 
for split lips.

HARYANA
Tribute to Indian Soldiers

rewari: CWC member and former Union 
Minister Shri Anil Shastri has said that Haryana 
is the land of great warriors, and valour of 
Haryanvi’s is well-known. Son of former Prime 
Minister Lal Bahadur Shashtri, Anil Shashtri 
also said that Haryana has produced many brave 
soldiers, and that most of the defence personnel 
came from the Yadavs-dominated “Ahirwal” 
region of southern Haryana.
Shri Anil Shastri was speaking as Chief Guest at 

a function held on December 16 to honour those 
who laid their lives fighting for the motherland. 
The function was organised by the “Vijay Diwas 
and Rezang-la Shaheedi Samaroh Samiti” at the 
KLP College in Rewari.
Recalling the Indian soldiers’ un-paralleled 
bravery in the 1962 Indo-China War, he said 
that the Rezang-la War was unique in itself 
as the Indian soldiers defended the country’s 
frontiers in most challenging circumstances at 
below-zero degree temperature and at a height 
of 18,000 feet. The Rezang-la War finds a unique 
mention in the history of wars, he added.
On the occasion, he also said that the Union 
Government was working on several welfare 
programmes/schemes for the freedom fighters, 
soldiers, and their dependents. 
Speaking on the occasion, Capt. Yadav said 
that the Central Government has gifted the 
Ahirwal Region with a Defence University and a 
Sainik School. He also said that a war memorial 
would be soon built in the memory of freedom 
fighters, ex-Servicemen and martyrs at Rewari’s 
Town Park.
Former Har yana Minister Shakuntala 
Bhagwadia recalled the contribution made by 
former PM Lal Bahadur Shahstri who gave the 
slogan of “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan”.
Among others who spoke on the occasion were 
Commander R.K. Yadav, Jawahar Lal Sachdeva, 
Lt. Gen Karan Singh, Ajit Bhatotia, Swami 
Sharnanand, and Lt Gen JBS Yadav.
Those present on the occasion included former 
state Indian Youth Congress chief Chiranjiv 
Rao, PCC member Ch. Heera Lal, Amit Swami, 
Sunil Rao, Rajkumar Kalra, Geeta Devi, Dr 
Umashankar Yadav, Major TC Rao, Jaswant 
Singh, Roshan Lal, Vijay Saini, Master Ved 
Prakash, Major Pratap Singh, and District 
Council Chairperson Suresh Devi.

Youth Convention
gurgaon: Youth convention was organized in 

Sohna – Towru Assembly on January 12, 2013 
by Haryana State Youth Congress Committee. 
Shri Om Prakash Panchal presided over.
Birth anniversary of Swami Vivekanand was 
observed as “Prerna Diwas” on this occasion.
Shri Khazan Singh, Advocate, who is the 
spokesperson of Haryana PCC, called upon 
the youths to organize themselves taking 
inspirations from Swami Vivekanand, as role 
model. He suggested to organize ‘Mahila 
Surakasha Abhiyan’ to empower the women.
Dr. Pushpa Khanna, a renowned scientist, and 
Shri B.R. Verma, educationist, were honoured 
on the occasion.

Progress in country’s economic 
situation: Dr. Vyas

sonepat: Chairperson of AICC’s “Vichar 
Vibhag” and Chhittorgah Lok Sabha, MP 
Dr. Girija Vyas has said that under the able 
leadership of Smt. Sonia Gandhi the UPA 
Government is doing a wonderful job due 
to which the country’s economic situation is 
improving continuously, and the country’s 
economy is once again returning to the track.
Dr. Vyas said this on Dec 6, 2012, while speaking 
at the annual function of the SRG College of 
Education as Chief Guest. She said that with 
the successful rally on Nov 4, the countrymen 
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have put a stamp on the Central Government’s 
policies. This has proved that people at large 
believe in the Central Government’s policies 
and programmes. Stressing on the development 
in Haryana, particularly in the education 
sector, she said that Haryana Chief Minister 
Bhupender Singh Hooda has earned the identity 
of “education hub” for the state. Earlier, the 
youth of Haryana used to go to southern states 
for higher technical education, but today youths 
from across the country are coming to Haryana 
for education.
Welcoming Dr. Girija Vyas, Ms. Monika Malik 
Director of SRG College and General Secretary 
of Haryana Pradesh Mahila Congress said 
that in her earlier capacity of Chairperson of 
National Commission for Women Dr. Vyas 
carried out several women welfare schemes due 
to which there was a marked improvement in the 
condition of women today.

KARNATAKA
Birthday of Soniaji

bangalore: The Congress Sevadal organized 
the 66th Birth Anniversary of the honourable 
AICC President Smt. Sonia Gandhi on 9th 
December, 2012. Several Congress leaders 
and Sevadal members attended the function 
in the district Congress office at Ramnagar. 
The Sevadal chief Shri M.R. Srikantaswamy 
addressed the gathering distributed the cake on 
this occasion. Congress Sevadal members also 
distributed the fruits and milk to the poor and 
sick people by visiting the hospitals and schools. 
Several functions were held in the district and 

on block levels. 
Leaders called upon to strengthen the hands of 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi for the welfare of the people 
of the country. Shri Krishnam Raje Urs, Block 
Sevadal Organizer, proposed a Vote of thanks.

MADHYA PRADESH
BJP rule in MP nothing but a mirage

bhopal: The present BJP government in 
Madhya Pradesh is involved in large scale 
misappropriations of state exchequer funds and 
also neglecting the common man, particularly 
the farmers, stated Shri Ajay Singh, the Leader of 

Opposition in state Assembly. The Government’s 
claims of state’s overall development are proving 
to be a mirage, he added.
He stated that while the rate of growth in the 
state was 40 percent in 2001-02, it came down 
to 25 percent in 2003-04 and further dipped to 
18 percent in 2012.
Dismissing the State Chief Minister claims of 
development, Ajay Singh said that during the 
BJP rule the state has not only witnessed an 
increase in malnutrition, but also a jump in 
the rate of infant mortality. Also, crime against 
women has seen an upward trend, added Singh.
He also stated that while the farmers didn’t 
get seeds, fertilizer, power and other basic 
necessities to carry out farming, their source of 
earning, i.e. land, was also acquired by the state 
government at minimal prices. And, those who 
protested the state government’s moves, had to 
face police’s bullets.
Singh said that nearly 50 percent of children in 
the state were suffering from malnutrition. And, 
criminal elements were fearlessly committing 
crimes like killing an IPS officer or looting a 
petrol pump, he said. He added that power 
supply was pathetic and people were facing long 
power cuts of upto18 hours a day.
Singh also stated that the people of the state were 
fed-up with the state government and that the 
countdown for the BJP government had begun.

RAJASTHAN
Celebration

byavar: Congress workers in the Byavar 
Assembly segment celebrated the completion 
of four years of Ashok Gehlot government.  
The celebration programme was organised by 
Congress leader Chetan Chohan. Chairman of 
the Rajasthan Safai Karmachari Commission 
R.D. Jawa also participated in the procession 
which was welcomed by members of the 
business community at several places. 
Speaking on the occasion, Jawa said that the 
Ashok Gehlot government had formulated 
various welfare schemes during its four year 
rule, particularly the Free-medicine scheme, 
Chief Minister Free Animal welfare scheme, 
Chief Minister City BPL Awaas Yojna, Chief 
Minister Ann Suraksha Scheme, Interest-free 
loans to farmers, etc. By bringing out such 
policies and programmes, Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot has proven that he is the benefactor and 
leader amongst women, the OBCs, minorities, 
farmers and the common man, added Jawa.
Among those present on the occasion included 
Sewa Dal’s Sohan Mewada, Ramlal Khorwal, 
Desh Bandhu Kathasthle, Mangal Chand Sahu, 

Manoj Khubchandarni, Acharya Purushottam 
Chandani, Md. Altaf Rangez, Narendra Padihar, 
Harikishan Chawaria, Babulal Jawa, Ramdin 
Pandit, Ramlal Lakhan, Ganpat Pandit, Praveen 
Moyal, Md. Salaam Soni, Nemichand Sen, 
Kishore Sahu, Seeta Chandawat, besides many 
others.

UTTAR PRDESH
Congressmen pay tributes to Pt. Nehru
Allahabad: Glowing tributes were paid to 
the first Prime Minister and Bharat Ratna Pt. 
Jawahar Lal Nehru by the District Congress 
Committee and its frontal organizations 
workers on the occasion of his 123rd Birth 
anniversary on November 14, 2012. A large 
number of partyman visited Anand Bhawan, 
the home of Nehrus and offered floral tributes 
at the portrait of the beloved leader and recalled 
his contribution in Nation Building.
On this occasion, a Shardhanjali Sabha was 
also organized. Addressing the Sabha MLA 
and ex. President of U.P. Congress Committee 
Dr. Reeta Bahuguna Joshi said that one of the 
greatest contributions of Pt. Nehru was that he 
laid down foundation of a secular India. He was 
a great world leader.
Senior MLA and ex. CLP Leader Pramod Tiwari 
said that Pt. Nehru was not only the architect of 
the modern India but also the leader of the non-
aligned movement. He had given new heights 
to the country’s development.
The Sabha was presided over by the District 
Congress President Anil Dwivedi.
The Sabha was conducted by party spokesman 
and UPCC member Kishore Varshney who said 
that Nehru ushered the Industrial revolution in 
country as well as the green revolution.
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Party leaders including ex. MP Dharam Raj 
Patel, Fuzail Hashmi, Santosh Mishra, Sant Pd. 
Pandey, Mukund Tiwari, Parvez Siddique, Vijay 
Bahadur Singh, Awdhesh Tripathi, Saffiullah, 
Devi Pd. Pandey, Prof. Yamuna Pd. Pandey Tariq 
Saeed, Aziz Shamim, Nafees Siddique, Manoj 
Jaiswal, Sunil Das, Ezazul Haq, Md. Aslam, 
Tanveerul Hasan, Raj Bahadur Gupta, Ajay 
Srivastava, Kanak Lata Sharma, Chaman Rawat, 
Laxmi Bahuguna, Irshad Ullah and others.
Later the leaders also garlanded the statue of Pt. 
Nehru as Balson Crossing.

Indira Gandhi was the symbol of 
world peace and unity

Allahabad: The District Congress Committee 
workers paid homage to former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhiji on her 95th Birth Anniversary 
on 19th November, 2012. Party men visited her 
ancestral abode Anand Bhawan and garlanded 
the portrait of the late leader.
A Shradhanjali Sabha was convened there. 
While addressing the Sabha MLA and Zonal 
President Anugrah Narain Singh said Indira 
was the symbol of world peace and unity. She 
was the leader of Non-Aligned Movement and 
Commonwealth. She was the leader of masses 
who took a number of steps to eradicate poverty 
and unemployment.
Former U.P. Home Minister Rajendra Tripathi 
said that she made India self sufficient in food 
grains and technology.
The Sabha was presided over by District 
Congress President Anil Dwivedi.
It was conducted by party spokesperson and 
UPCC member Shri Kishore Varshney who said 
that Indira Ji while confronted with numerous 
challenges, succeeded in consolidating the 
foundation of country.
They also garlanded the statue of Indira Ji at 
Circuit House crossing.
Among those who paid their tributes including 
convener UPCC minority dept. Fuzail Hashmi, 
Sant Pd. Pandey, Abhay Awasthi, Mukund 
Tiwari, Rajesh Kumar Rakesh, Mahes Tripathi, 
Parvej Siddique, Awadesh Tripathi, Farahan 
Ullah, Suresh Verma Tariq Saeed, Manoj Jaiswal, 
Aziz Shamim, Raj Bahadur Gupta, Nafess 
Siddique, Lal Babu Sahu, Ezajul Haq, Raj Kumar 
Rajju, Mohd. Aslam, Gullu Gandhi and others.

Padyatra to mark Sonia ji’s birthday
lucknow: The birthday of Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi ji was celebrated here with much 
fanfare on Dec 9, 2012 at a function held under 
the chairmanship of UP Pradesh Congress 
president Dr. Nirmal Khatri. In the beginning, 
Dr. Khatri and AICC member & Member of 

Parliament Mohsina Kidwai cut a cake and 
shared their best wishes with everyone present 
on the occasion. They distributed blankets 
among the poor and also gifts and fruits among 
poor children. 
The blankets were procured by the Labour Cell 
of the UPCC.
Subsequently, Dr. Khatri released tri-coloured 
balloons and also gifted saaris to each worker 
at the party office.
Thereafter, at a function held at the Dargah 
of Hazrat Waris Ali Shah Baba, where senior 
leaders like Dr. Khatri, Mohsina Kidwai, MP 
and Chairman of SC-ST Commission PL 
Punia, Zonal Vice-president & MLA Mukesh 
Srivastav, former-MLC Rajeshpati Tripathi, ex-
MLA Harish Vajpayee, former minister Rakesh 
Verma, Chhote Lal Yadav, Barabanki district 
president Fawwad Kidwai described in length 
about various public welfare schemes initiated 
by the Centre Government, and also how people 
can draw benefits from such schemes.
While making the people aware about the 
Central Govt’s schemes the padyatra passed 
through Sipahiya village and finally culminated 
into a seminar at the Shri Ram Yadav Smarak 
Prathmik Vidyalay. Held under the chairmanship 
of Mohsina Kidwai, the seminar was addressed 
by senior leaders. Barabanki MP and SC-ST 
Commission Chairman PL Punia that this foot-
march beginning from the Mazar of Haji Waris 
Ali Shah Baba, will surely be successful. Our 
wish of helping the party win maximum number 
of MPs in next election would surely be fulfilled.
Addressing the seminar, Dr. Khatri said that 
under the able leadership and guidance of 
UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, the Centre 
Government has initiated several public welfare 
schemes for villages, the poor, and farmers, 
but these segments of society are not being 
benefited due to indifferent attitude of the state 
government. He said that the purpose behind 
organising today’s march was to make public 
aware about the Centre Govt.’s welfare schemes. 
He further stated that the state governments of 
neither the Samajwadi Party nor the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) stand anywhere in front of 
the number of welfare schemes the Central 
Government has formulated in the past 7-8 
years.

Sonia ji’s birthday celebrations
Moradabad: Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi ji’s birthday was celebrated here on Dec 9, 
2012 and at the Punjabi Dharamshala. Speaking 
on the occasion, Advocate Vimlesh Kumari 
that Sonia ji takes pain for the countrymen, 
and has dedicated her life for the country. Shri 

Haji Atik Ahmed said Sonia ji is taking along all 
the sections of the society, and the country has 
seen development under her leadership. On the 
occasion, a decision was taken to increase the 
strength of the party by enrolling more workers.
DCC President Shri Deshraj Sharma said that a 
strong party organisation and success in the 2014 
election would be the best birthday gift for Sonia 
ji. Youth Congress president of the Sambhal Lok 
Sabha segment Tauqir Ahmed said that FDI was 
in favour of the business community.
Among those present on the occasion were Dr. 
MD Bhardwaj, Pradeep Sama, Ajeet Gautam, 
Guatan Shroti, Mayank Sharma, Shakir Malik, 
Tauqir Ahmed Turki, Latesh Kumari, Devsharan, 
Md. Yunus, Mobin, Sanjay Gupta, Md. Zafar, 
Khub Singh Sagar, Khaleek and others.

Sonia ji’s birthday celebrated
Muzaffarnagar: The Muzaffarnagar City 
Congress Committee organised a seminar on the 
occasion of 67th birthday of Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the City Congress office. 
During the seminar, the speakers congratulated 
and thanked Soniaji for getting the Bill on FDI 
in multi-brand retail passed in both the Houses 
of Parliament during the recent Winter Session. 
Later, a cake was also cut to mark Sonia ji’s 
birthday.
Present on the occasion were City Congress 
General-Secretary Satish Garg, Treasurer Shri 
Anmol Jain, former City Congress President 
Tariq Quereshi, Anand Prakash, City Congress 
General-Secretary Madan Mohan Sharma, 
Jitendra Kumar, City Congress Secretary 
Vasudev Chawla, Azeem Siddiqui, Lokesh Jain, 
Pawan Jain, Sharad Jain, Vikas Jain Advocate, 
Hakim Advocate, Vinod Sharma, Dharamendra 
Kumar Chanchal, Ramlal, Mohit Kumar, Ashok 
Kumar, Arvind, Devendra, Amit Kumar, Neeraj 
Kumar, Atul and others.
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The horrific rape incident of a 23-year 
old paramedic student shook the 
collective conscience of the entire 

nation. The State Mahila Congress units 
across the country took streets in order 
to protest against increasing rate of crime 
against women in the country and a low 
rate of conviction in such cases. Protest 
demonstrations were held in every State on 
a large scale demanding speedy justice for the 
victim of gang-rape in Delhi and setting up of 
fast track counts to consider all cases of crime 
against women, all over the country. 

Smt. Mohsina Kidwai, Permanent Invitee, 
CWC & Incharge Mahila Congress convened 
an Emergency Meeting of all AIMC office 
bearers and women MPs to invite suggestions 
regarding the course of action to be taken 
by the police and judiciary in such cases. 
Smt. Renuka Chaudhary, Smt. Santosh 
Chaudhary and Dr. Girja Vyas were present 
in the meeting. The following suggestions 
were later forwarded to Verma Committee 
for consideration. 

1. All the Police Officials should be 
instructed that any complaint made by any 
person related to women issues should be 
immediately registered without any delay 
and the complainant should be handed-
over a copy of the complaint/FIR. 

2. Harassment against women such as eve-
teasing, molesting, domestic violence, 
rape cases etc, should be dealt with strictly 
and the matter should be disposed off 
with in a time-bound period. Dedicated 
Fast-Track Courts should be constituted 

mAhILA cOngREss REpORT

in each and every district of the Country 
to ensure speedy justice to the women. 
The proceedings should be conducted 
in-camera preferably by women judges. 

3. Apart from giving Capital Punishment 
to the culprit, Law should be amended 
to such an effect that a provision is made 
to attach the properties/salaries of the 
culprits so as to pay compensation to the 
victim. In cases where such measures 
as stated above cannot be taken, then 
the Government itself should grant 
appropriate compensation for the victim. 

4. In cases of rape, severe punishment, 
exemplary in nature, should be given to 
the culprits. The punishment should be 
in accordance with the heinousness of the 
crime committed. 

The AIMC presented a Memorandum to 
Commissioner of Police, Delhi and Home 
Secretary, Govt. of India. 

9th December 2012 was the Birthday of 
Hon’ble Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi which was celebrated throughout the 
country by organizing various programmes. 

Smt. Anita Verma went to Agartala as Tripura 
is going for Assembly elections soon. She also 
went to Ahmedabad for election campaign. 

Dr. Shobhna Shah, Smt. Deepti Chawdhary, 
Smt. Pusha Chauhan were deputed by 
AIMC to monitor the Mahila Congress 
election campaign in Gujarat in the month 
of December 2012.   v

(Anita verma)

rePort

reforms and did not support passive resistance 
which Tilak had called for.

This session is also known for the Congress-
League pact. Behind this pact was a sincere 
desire to allay minority fears about majority 
domination. Tilak and Jinnah were the forces 
behind this since both of them emphasized 
the importance of Hindu-Muslim unity. The 
two organizations passed the same resolutions 
at their sessions and put forward a joint 
scheme of political reforms based on separate 
electorates and self-government. There was a 
tremendous enthusiasm over this unity. The 
government was encouraged to follow a policy 
of constitutional concessions which took the 
form of Montagu- Chelmsford reforms of 1918. 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah, who at a later stage in 
his political career, advocated the two-nation 
theory, strove hard to promote Hindu- Muslim 
unity during these initial years. When the 
Muslim League was formed in 1906 in Dhaka, 
Jinnah did not join it. A great admirer of 
Congress stalwarts like Dadabhai Naoroji, 
Gokhale, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Annie 
Besant, he attended a Congress session for the 
first time in 1904. He functioned as Secretary 
to Dadabhai Naoroji who presided over the 
1906 session in Calcutta. Initially he rejected 
the separate electorate formula on grounds of 
national integration. However, he was later 
elected to the Central Legislative Council as 
the Muslim member from Bombay. He used 
to attend the annual sessions of both the 
Congress and the Muslim League. He initiated 
the move for setting up of a League-Congress 
joint committee for Hindu-Muslim unity 
that eventually led to the Congress-League 
Pact of 1916. After the death of Gokhale and 
Pherozeshah Mehta, Jinnah seemed to have felt 
lonely in the Congress. Meanwhile, the Muslim 
League elected him as its President in 1916 and 
that marked his formal exit from the Congress. 

The major impact of the Home Rule Movement 
was the popularization of the demand for 
self-government. Through this movement, 
organizational linkages were developed 
between town and country which proved 
significant in later years. This generation of 
nationalist leaders formed the main support 
base of Gandhiji’s non-violent movement for 
India’s independence.  v

(from Chapter 2, ‘Congress and the making of 
the Indian Nation’)

‘cOngREss AnD ThE mAkIng Of 
ThE InDIAn nATIOn’

continued from page 36
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An impressive meeting of  Ex-
Servicemen was held in Thanjavur 
(Tamil Nadu) on December 23, 

2012.  It was jointly organised by TNCC 
Ex-Servicemen Department and Thanjavur 
branch of Ex-Services League, a non political 
organization founded by late Field Marshal 
K M Cariappa (then General) and Gen K C 
Thimaya, Former Army Chief.

More than 1000 Ex-Servicemen and Veer 
Naris (widows/war widows) participated in 
the meeting which was preceded by free eye 
camp and general medical camp.  Earlier, 
Col. C T Arasu (retd.), President, Thanjavur 
District of Ex-Services League hoisted the 
flag to mark the commencement of the day 
long programme.  Nearly 3000 people, mostly 
belonging to economically weaker sections, 
benefited from the eye camp and medical 
camp.  The medicines and other facilities for 
the camp were provided by Dr. S G Sekhar.

Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary AICC Ex-
Servicemen who was the Chief Guest in the 
function commenced his address by paying 
rich tributes to Rajaji (C Rajagopalachari) 
was the first Indian Governor General of the 
country and later  Union Home Minister, 
Governor of West Bengal and Chief Minister 
of Tamil Nadu (then Madras).  Capt. Davar 
explained the close association of CR with 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.  Though CR left the 
Congress later and formed his own Swatantra 
party, his intellectual relationship with Pt. 
Jawaharlal  Nehru remained strong till the 
latter’s demise in 1964 when in his tribute to 
Pt. Nehru  he stated that “the most civilized 
person amongst us has gone.”  Capt. Davar 
also dwelt upon the historic contribution of 
K. Kamaraj who was the President of INC 
from 1963 to 1965 for three consecutive 
terms.  It was K. Kamaraj who became 
popular as ‘kingmaker’ for the role he played 
in the election of Sh. Lal Bahadur Shastri in 
1964 and, later, Smt. Indira Gandhi in 1966.

The Secretary AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Department explained in detail the number 
of welfare measures taken by UPA 1 and 

Ex-sERvIcEmEn 
REmEmbER RAJAJI, 

kAmARAJ
UPA 2 for the welfare 
of Ex-Ser vicemen, 
especially the steep 
hike in the pensions of 
Ex-Servicemen since 
2004.  He explained 
that after the VIth pay 
commiss ion,  UPA 
govt had sanctioned 
R s . 4 5 0 0  c r o r e s 
(Rs.2200 crores in 
2009 and Rs.2300 crore 
in 2012) to narrow 
the gap between pre 
2006 and post 2006 
pensioners.  An extract from the Hindu 
which covered the meeting is reproduced 
below:-

“United Progress Alliance (UPA) government 
at the Centre has taken steps to narrow 
down the difference in pension scheme of 
Ex-Servicemen between pre 2006 and post 
2006 period, said Praveen Davar Secretary 
AICC and representative of All India Ex-
Servicemen Department, New Delhi, here 
on Sunday.  He was here to attend the 36th 
anniversary meet of Thanjavur District Ex-
Servicemen League.  In its effort to narrow 
down the difference in pension scheme, the 
government had released Rs.2,300 crore in 
2009 and Rs.2,200 crore in 2012.

He said that the Central government had 
done a lot for ex-servicemen and the good 
show by the Congress in the recent election 
in Himachal Pradesh – home for a lot of 
ex-servicemen is a standing testimony to 
the trust reposed by ex-servicemen in the 
Party.  Yet another scheme which benefits 
ex-servicemen to a large extent was the ex-
servicemen contributory health scheme in 
which ex-servicemen can take treatment in 
any of the best hospitals in the country free 
of cost.”

Other Tamil dailies and the electronic media 
gave the function a very detailed coverage.

The meeting was also addressed by Col. C.T. 
Arasu (Retd.) President,  Sh. S. Manivannan, 

Gen. Secy. TDESL, Lt. Col R.R. Jeyaraman 
(Retd.), Lt. Cdr T. Myilvaghanan (Retd.), 
Vice President, TNEL, Maj. S. Balakrishnan 
(Retd.), Major C K Kasimani, Major K 
Ganesan, Sh. S. Ramalingam, President, 
TNCC Ex-Servicemen Dept. ,  Sh. R. 
Gunasekaran, Sh. Anandavelu.  In the ‘Vote 
of thanks’ the organisers, especially, Col C 
T Arasu (Retd.) and Sh. S. Ramaligam were 
especially lauded for the effots they had put in 
for the grand success of the meeting.

On December 29, 2012, the 50th anniversary 
of 1962 war was observed by the Vijay Diwas 
and Rezangla Shahidi Samiti.  Maj. Ved 
Prakash, Chairman AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Department attended the function which was 
inaugurated by Sh. Bhupinder Singh Hooda, 
Chief Minister of Haryana.  The function 
which was organised by Maj. T C Rao, 
President, Vijay Diwas and Rezangla Shahidi 
Samiti, was attended, amongst others by Col. 
Rao Inderjit, M.P., Maj. Nipender Sangwan, 
Chairman, HPCC Ex-Servicemen Dept., and 
Haryana Ministers Capt. Ajay Yadav, Ch. 
Sukhvir Singh Kataria, Sh. Rao Dan Singh, 
Sh. Rao Dharampal.  The meeting was also 
addressed by Lt. Gen M M Lakhera, former 
Governor of Mizoram who is also a former 
Chairman, AICC Ex-Servicemen Dept.  Rich 
tributes were paid to the martyrs of 1962, 
especially those who laid down their lives in 
the battle of Rezangla under the leadership 
of Maj. Shaitan Singh, Param Vir Chakra. v

rePort
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Press brIeFIngs

nAtIon toWArds 
eConoMIC Progress

Shri Sandeep Dikshit wanted to draw 
the attention of the media towards the 
index of industrial growth of the country 
which has almost touched 9% despite the 
fact that during the last 1-1/2 or 2 years 
there has been slow rate of growth - rather 
during the same quarter the growth had 
slipped to negative. It is appreciable and 
it encourages us. I would like to say that 
this achievement could have been possible 
only because of the initiative towards 
economic reforms by the government 
of India especially by the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister. The rise in the industrial growth 
is indicative of the fact that we will be 
able to come out of the difficult economic 
situation and progress forward in this 
direction. Thursday, 13th December 2012

CItIzen’s seCurIty
Smt. Renuka Chowdhury said today the 
House took cognizance of the ghastly 
incident of the gang rape that happened 
last evening. Security of the citizen, 
we have been seeing a situation where 
citizens accompanied or unaccompanied 
women are falling victim to such atrocities 
against them. We very strongly condemn 
the incidents such as like this young lady 
and the young gentleman that they pull 
through this incident, emotionally and 
mentally and also our support to the 
families involved in this. We also want to 
put out a message that this is not going 
to remain another statistic that we are 
going to be proactive in ensuring that 
such incidents are on the wane. We also 
want to thank the media for the kind of 
support that came about this young couple 
and which brought the matter into focus.  
Tuesday,  18th December 2012

PrAy For vICtIM
Smt. Renuka Chowdhury said the ghastly 
incident that happened yesterday both the 
Houses were agitated about it. Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi also took 
cognizance of this also. She went and 
visited the patient’s family and has also 
written letters to the concerned Ministers 
that system should not be tolerant of such 
things and how we need to strengthen 
to ensure that such incidents do not 
happen again. She was deeply distressed. 
After that one team of Members of 
Parliament went to meet Commissioner 
of Police, New Delhi to discuss and make 
suggestions and to ensure why other two 
assailants have not been arrested as yet. 
Apparently they were told that these 
people are absconding and have gone off 
into over another State. In the meantime 
Smt. Mohsina Kidwai Ji, senior Congress 
Member Parliament Rajya Sabha led a 
team to meet with the Prime Minister 
this afternoon at around 1.40 pm. Prime 
Minister was equally and extremely 
distressed and he gave a very patient 
hearing and he has given an assurance 
that he will have a quick consultation with 
his colleagues and ensure to tighten the 
system to have a quick response system. 
There is a rising demand that there has 
to be a quick judicial response to such 
things and that a fast track court is 
imperative so as to ensure that the dignity 
of the victim as well as to facilitate the 
witnesses and other concerned people 
who will depose in front of the court that 
they are also not harassed which often 
dilutes the case and often that is what 
happens and also to set a system in place 
whereby there will be a dedicated thrust 
on women’s issues in New Delhi. Some 
of us will be going to meet Lt. Governor 
since law and order of Delhi comes 
under Lt. Governor, and also to discuss 
with him how to establish systems which 
will give a quick response to women in 
distress across the city. He has to give 
us time. We will be going and meeting 
him and collectively we are meeting 
with NGOs and other organizations to 

 AIcc DIARy
see in what way integrated action plan 
can be established right from parliament 
onwards so that at every level there is a 
reinforcement of what we feel today and 
what we need to do today. Like we said 
yesterday, we are not going to allow this 
incident to become another statistic It 
cannot become a statistic. It has to remain 
alive and sensitive so that justice will 
be done. In the meantime primarily of 
course all of us are praying for the health 
and the welfare of the young lady and 
the young man who were involved and 
we pray that she will pull through. She 
seems a very spirited and very bold girl. 
She really put up a strong defence and 
I hope she comes triumphant from this 
crisis. We are all there to support her. 
Wednesday, 19th December 2012

sAFes PlACe For CItIzens
Smt. Renuka Chowdhury said we continue 
to express our concern and take steps to 
see that the incident of the gang rape 
on the bus does not repeat itself. It is 
horrifying to read in the newspaper 
reports how many people have come 
forward to report what is happening with 
the children, with women and the time 
has come for us to take cognizance that 
this impacts in a far reaching way that we 
never imagined. Our prayers are for the 
young lady who is battling for her life. We 
say this with great admiration and regard 
for her spirit and her courage for trying 
to overcome this kind of tragedy that has 
impacted on her. We continue praying for 
her quick recovery and to continue being 
stable and the government has come 
forward to say that they will do whatever 
it takes - Chief Minister of Delhi has also 
said that she will have her flown anywhere 
if need be regarding her future treatment. 
Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, Union Health 
Minister has gone personally to meet with 
the family and speak with them as did 
many other celebrities and distinguished 
people, as you are aware, who have 
been expressing their solidarity and my 
personal admiration for all the young 
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Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC

people who are keeping vigil at India 
Gate and for all the young people who 
have been e-mailing us and getting on 
line and telling us - my hats off to all the 
young people who have taken up cudgels 
on behalf of this young lady and, Yes, I 
think all of us together collectively will 
make this place a safer place for all of us 
as citizens. Friday, 21th December 2012

CoMMIttee For 
AMendIng CrIMInAl lAW
Addressing the media today, Shri Rashid 
Alvi said that the honorable Prime Minister 
has given his message of the Nation. All 
of you are aware of the present situation 
and the protests by the youth. The Prime 
Minister has felt their pain and we are also 
feeling the same pain as the protesters feel. 
The incident, which took place, is very 
unfortunate and that could not be merely 
named a rape, but it is even beyond the 
brutal. Perhaps if a beast can any how 
understand this incident it will also be 
ashamed. The government is very sensitive 
to deal with such incidents. The Government 
has accepted almost every demand that 
is being raised. It is most important that 
the Ministry of Home Affairs has set up a 
committee under the chairmanship of the 
former Chief Justice of India, Justice Shri 
J.S. Verma. The former Chief Justice of 
Himachal Pradesh High Court, Justice Smt. 
Leela Seth, former Solicitor General of India 
Shri Gopal Subrehmanyam are members of 
The Committee. This committee has been 
given responsibility to consider amendment 
in existing criminal law and suggest about 
enhancing punishments. This committee 
will submit its report within one month. 
Committee’s recommendations will be 
considered during the amendment process, 

if it is needed. One amendment has been 
introduced in Parliament of December 
4th. For criminal cases, the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) bill – 2012 is pending in 
Parliament for bringing amendments in 
Evidence Act and Indian Penal Code. In 
addition, a special task force will be set up at 
the level of the Home Secretary to deal with 
such offences. The Government is going 
to take several other steps also.  Monday, 
Monday, 24th December, 2012 

heroIC bAttle
Smt. Renuka Chowdhury said we continue 
with our prayers for the young lady’s well 
being. She is really fighting a heroic battle 
for her health and so far her vitals are 
stable but there is a raging infection. She 
is still in a very critical stage. I am sure 
the prayers of all the people across the 
country are reaching her and helping 
strengthening her resolve to continue the 
fight. There is a great sense of dignity in 
her parents – very dignified people - who 
are facing this with great ignonimity and 
we pray and that she will pull through. 
Wednesday, 26th December, 2012

dAughters oF IndIA be 
treAted WIth dIgnIty

Smt. Renuka Chowdhury said for the 
past few times that I have addressed the 
media here, have always took a suo-moto 
on the sense of what was happening 
with that young lady. So it is really 
with over paining sense of sadness that 
we say farewell to her, she has been an 

exemplary example of her courage and 
faced her adversaries with such courage 
and strength and in her passing away 
she has ignited an eternal flame which 
will dispel this darkness of hypocrisy 
and double speak of our society. At the 
end of this year, let us all collectively 
pledge that none of us are going to remain 
silent or helpless when se see someone 
being abused or accosted or insulted 
because every silence of ours empowers 
a criminal. So we should go into this 
New Year with that courage of conviction 
which this young lady showed and in 
her pursuit of keeping the daughters of 
India safe as they are empowered by the 
Constitution, as they are entitled to the 
citizens of this nation, as they should be 
recognized and treated with the dignity 
that they deserve. Her parents have 
shown amazing race in their own conduct 
despite this crippling loss of theirs. There 
are many-many lessons to be learnt in 
humility that these parents despite all 
the odds sold whatever little they had 
to invest and educate a girl child. It is a 
larger picture there where they believed 
that educating a girl child would empower 
the society and their families. So, it should 
be that way. We continue to give them our 
unstinting support and pray that all of us 
who are parents of daughters will teach 
our children what the country aspires for 
them and as mothers of sons, let us go on 
to educate our boys that they really have a 
bigger role to play in being good citizens 
and true partners of the women of this 
nation in whatever capacity. Monday, 31st 
December, 2012

Press brIeFIngs


