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The Congress has always maintained that the BJP is an organization with 
two sets of standards.  One for themselves and another for everyone else. 

They pick out issues and make vicious attack on other parties but when the 

same applies to their own party or its leaders they give it a different treatment. 

It was only some time back that the statement of Leader of Opposition in the 

Rajya Sabha was quoted in which he had said that ‘Hindu nationalism’ was an 

‘opportunistic’ issue for the BJP. Now the murder of an IPS officer who was out 

to expose the scam in the illegal mining in Madhya Pradesh is being glossed over 

by the BJP. The  BJP’s demand for Central intervention in the issue of kidnapping 

of two Italians in Odisha while strongly advocating against the NCTC is another 

example of double speak. They have been advocating that there is no need for 

stepping into the shoes of the state Governments.The Congress has reminded the 

BJP that they themselves had said that an anti terror law is never a substitute for 

strong preventive intelligence or for a ‘strong security action and a quick reaction 

commando action against terrorism itself.’ This was actually an advocation for 

NCTC like set up. The Opposition BJP needs to rise above petty politics for the 

purpose of building a strong and reliant India and stop their Double speak on 

everything.

Whenever we remember the freedom movement the incident at Jallianwala Bagh 

on 13th April.1919 stands out distinctly in history. It was a display of ruthless 

barbarianism in the Colonial Rule where no value for human life and suffering 

of its subjects existed. Hundreds of innocent people were killed or seriously 

wounded without giving them a warning or right to disperse or escape from the 

venue. The gates were locked and indiscriminate firing resorted to, ruthlessly 

killing of hapless and innocent people on a festive day of baisakhi, sacred as 

being the birth day of the Khalsa. So much was the anger and uproar as a result, 

that the Congress gave a call for the establishment of a Government through the 

process of self determination. This act of the British was an important landmark 

in our freedom struggle. Every 13th April we remember the sacrifice of those who 

lost their lives in this struggle for the achievement of India’s freedom. 

April marks the birth anniversaries of two great leaders of the Dalits in India. The 

birth anniversaries of Babu Jagjivan Ram as well as Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar.  Both 

the leaders worked for the upliftment of the socially backward in the country and 

made substantial contributions in free India. Dr. Ambedkar was chosen to be the 

Chairman of the Committee which drafted the Constitution of India, one of the 

finest documents of its kind in the world. Babu Jagjivan Ram was a member of 

the Constituent Assembly of India and was known for his able administration. 

He held extremely important positions in the Government. We celebrate their 

contributions in the upliftment of the backwards. The UPA Government at the 

centre is firmly committed towards raising the standards of the poor and the 

downtrodden in the country and has been introducing programs for achieving 

this goal.   v
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the region. It is the only way by 

which different points of view 

can be reconciled to achieve a 

consensus. Our Prime Minister 

has been striving hard to 

resolve the various issues 
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opening up avenues of bilateral 

negotiations. The suggestion of 

some that first some conditions 

must be fulfilled before a 
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the two countries can only lead 

to distance and confrontation.
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BALANCED BuDgET
Congratulations to our Finance Minister Pranab 
Mukherji for his remarkable and balanced Budget 
proposals fulfilling aspirations of Aam Admi and business 
community, as expected in the editorial column of 
Congress Sandesh (Feb, 2012). It is remarkable because, 
while the global economic meltdown has affected Indian 
Economy, allotments for Education, Health, Food 
Processing Industry etc. have been increased which 
indicates projects related to upliftment of down trodden 
people mostly belonging to economically backward 
section have not been neglected, rather, given priority. 
Further, prime needs for growth, like development of 
infrastructure including construction of roads, public 
distribution system, production and supply of electricity, 
solar energy etc. and process of proposed Green 
Revolution in Eastern India have been also encouraged. 
The policies of the Congress under its President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi are the basis of this thinking.

At the same time, relieving people belonging to LIG and 
MIG, Pranab Mukherji successfully planned to collect 
revenue increasing indirect taxes. Overall, this unique 
Budget, would be able to serve the interests of India’s 
progress as our Honorable PM, an eminent economist 
hoped.

-Smt. Chhanda Bagchi
Kolkata (WB)

AN APPEAL
As a loyal party worker it is my appeal to the Congress 
leadership to set-up a team of trust-worthy and reliable 
Congress MLAs and MPs having good background and 
track record to select candidates, both male and female, 
for the forthcoming Lok Sabha elections in 2014 well in 
advance for achieving best possible results.

It is also requested that the leadership should remove or 
change non-performing presidents of the City, District, 
Rural Congress Committees so that the lost glory of the 
Congress is brought back for good governance both at 
the Centre and the States.

Harmeet Singh Saini,
Kalyan, Mumbai.

LET uS BE BETTER PREPARED
The next round of Assembly elections will be held next 
year in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Delhi, 
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh. I request the Congress 
leadership to make a serious thinking on the future 
line of action for the coming Assembly elections. It is 

suggested that all our presidents in the States, Block and 
Districts who have not shown any favourable results 
may be replaced by Grassroot level worker who can 
motivate people towards the Congress Party.

Swaminath Jaiswal,  
Raipur, Chhattisgarh

PREPARE FOR ELECTIONS
Madhya Pradesh is the heart of India and the Congress 
Party has ruled this state for maximum period. But we 
have not been in power for quite some time. Once again 
Assembly elections are coming in the near future. It is an 
appropriate time to build our organizations strong and 
prepare for the coming elections. So, we should start our 
activities among the people and make close and personal 
contacts with the people. Try to tell about the Congress 
Schemes and policies so that they are well-conversant 
with our policies and our aim for the common man.

-Surinder Singh Raghuvanshi
Raisen, Madhya Pradesh

WORk WITh RENEWED vIgOuR
Elections are a political process which we respect. 
Therefore, it is now the time to come together with 
renewed vigour to work for the party with more resolve 
and strength so that we may emerge victorious in the 
next elections. We should make a resolve to become 
more committed towards the party and bring it more 
close to the people so that people vote for our party. We 
should, go among the people and propagate the work 
and policies of the party amongst the people so that they 
understand our objectives and stand by us.

-Bhimsen Arora,  
Delhi 

INFORMATIvE ISSuE
The March, 2012 issue of the Congress Sandesh was very 
attractive and very informative. The General Budget 
has been very well explained through points that have 
been highlighted so that they can be understood by the 
common man. The issue also gives information of the 
Congress activities all over the country in the States 
Watch column. The issue is useful for party workers 
and gives them information to speak about in their 
public meetings.

-Anita Verma, 
Delhi 

LETTERS TO ThE EDITOR
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First of all I would like to wish 
you all  on the festival of 

Baisakhi. I am happy that on this 
auspicious occasion I am present 
here with you on the Silver Jubilee 
function of the regional cultural 
centre. It seems like yesterday 
when Rajiv Gandhi ji inaugurated 
the first cultural centre at Patiala 
in 1985. The far-sightedness with 
which he began to make national 
integration stronger and taking 
the mixed culture of India to 
the people, has now become a 
campaign to promote the cultural 
heritage of India. As a result of 
which it has given thousands of 
artistes an opportunity to show 
their skill and to make an earning. 
Millions of people have had an 
opportunity to learn about our 
cultural heritage and diversity. 

We should try to make them sensitive 
towards our rich cultural heritage, to 
understand its importance and to keep 
them vibrant and alive: Sonia Gandhi

The skills which we have inherited 
from our fore-fathers have given us 
an identity and a continuity. Such 
cultural heritage often remains 
less visible due to its dependence 
on economically weaker ground 
realities. It is a matter of regret, 
that due to lack of continuity and 
preservation many manifestations 
of our cultural heritage have either 
been lost or are fading away. This 
fact is more appropriate in regard 
to those folk traditions related 
to the artistes who have limited 
resources and on whose weak 
shoulders rests the responsibility 
to conserve these art forms.

For this  reason i t  is  utmost 
n e c e s s i t y  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l 
traditions we have inherited of 
folk-art and artisans should be 
propagated and how opportunities 

for their progress be provided. 
Regional cultural centers were 
established to pursue this. Though 
they had to pass through a phase 
of stringency but it is a matter of 
pleasure for me that now a new 
life has been enthused in them and 
they have become live organization 
once again has revived those 
organizations which are on a way 
to prosperity. However, we should 
not forget that these forms of 
art and culture are a continuing 
process of change, therefore 
it is necessary to enable those 
institutions to be capable to face 
new challenges. These institutions 
too should mould themselves 
according to protect the changing 
trends of art and culture.

Regional Cultural Centers were 
basically established with flexible 

SILvER JuBILEE OF ZCCs

Speech of the UPA chairperson during the inauguration of the Silver Jubilee function on the local Cultural 
Centre in Panchkula, Haryana on 13 April, 2012.
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SILvER JuBILEE OF ZCCs

conditions. These centers 
are not limited to just a state 
but their scope is much 
wider for a region whose 
cultural spread is beyond 
political boundaries. Their 
focus of attention is on the 
artistes and the challenges 
which they face and to take 
measures to ensure that 
they are helped and can 
progress.  The main aim 
should be to preserve our 
various cultural heritage 
a n d  h a v e  a  c o n t i n u e d 
respect for them.

It is equally important that these 
Cultural Centers should spread 
to the target audience beyond 
the cities to distant villages of 
backward areas. They should be 
made aware and proud of the 
rich culture of our country and to 
educate them of the importance 
of keeping these traditions alive.

I am happy that regional cultural 
centers are active to achieve 
these aims under the leadership of 
Kumari Selja Ji. They are bringing 
forward our natural national 
heritage intelligently. Whether it 
is music, dance or any art forms. 

to be kept alive. We should keep 
their autistic strength of these 
people profitable and along with 
this we should become partners 
in their diversity and competence.

F i n a l l y ,  i n  t h i s  m o m e n t 
of happiness I  would l ike to 
congratulate and thank the artistes 
and all those people involved 
in organizing this function and 
making it successful. I am sure 
that this programme would make 
our cultural traditions stronger 
and prosperous as also resolve 
to make their lives prosperous of 
those who represent and practice 
them. Jai Hind! v

Feeling them is always a pleasant 
experience. It  is a matter of 
satisfaction that an effort is being 
made to preserve and perpetuate 
them so that they are available 
for the pleasure of this coming 
generations.

Artistes and the organizers who 
strive hard to make all this possible 
should be appreciated we should 
also try to take this forward to 
cultivate this effort to make it 
flourish under that protection of 
the socio-economic cover for the 
generations to come.

In short we should make it easy 
and possible for these traditions 
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Chandigarh: The Silver Jubilee celebrations of the 
Seven Zonal Cultural Centres of the country began on 
13th April, 2012 with Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh, and Chairperson, National Advisory Council, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi giving a call to preserve and 
further enrich our folk arts and save those forms of 
folk art which are on the brink of extinction.

While inaugurating the Silver Jubilee celebrations at 
Panchkula near here  Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh said that in view of the new means and 
techniques of entertainment that have developed 
during last 25 years, the Zonal Cultural Centres 
too should change style of their functioning and 
programmes. He said that the committee constituted 
under the Chairmanship of Shri Mani Shankar 
Aiyar to review the functioning of Zonal Cultural 
Centres, had submitted its report which was under 
consideration of Union Ministry of Culture. Action on 
its recommendations would soon be taken, he added.

Dr Manmohan Singh said that it had been observed 
that most of the programmes of the Zonal Cultural 
Centres were being performed in urban areas, 
therefore, the committee has recommended that at 
least 70 per cent of the total expenditure being made 
by the cultural centres should be in rural areas, small 
towns and urban slums.

Dr Manmohan Singh said that the Zonal Cultural 
Centres were set up on the initiative of former Prime 
Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi who was very much 
attached to the cultural heritage of the country. He 
was of the view that the common man should get 
the opportunity to understand and appreciate our 
cultural traditions like dance, play, music and folk 
arts. He appreciated the role played by Zonal Cultural 
Centres in enriching the skills of folk artists.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that it was in the year 1985 
that the then Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi had 
inaugurated country’s first Zonal Cultural Centre 
at Patiala so as to strengthen national integration 

and highlight Indian cultural heritage, which has 
now become a revolution. She praised Union 
Minister for Culture Ms Selja under whose charge 
the Zonal Cultural Centres are functioning nicely. 
She expressed satisfaction that the process was on 
to keep these centres functional. She said that we 
should try to promote the folk arts generation after 
generation.

Haryana Chief Minister, Shri Bhupinder Singh Hooda 
described folk arts as the carriers of our culture 
which enable our youth to connect themselves with 
the past. While describing the youth as the future 
custodians of the nation, Shri Hooda said that it was, 
therefore, necessary for our youth to be associated 
with our folk arts and heritage and understand the 
greatness of this country. 

Union Minister for Culture, Ms Selja said that the 
Zonal cultural centres were set up by former Prime 
Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi and this initiative of 
the then Prime Minister had flourished and had 
realized his dream. While paying him rich tributes, 
she described him as a great visionary.

She said that as she represents this parliamentary 
constituency and this being a rare occasion to 
have both Prime Minister and Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
together here, she urged them to get Yamuna Nagar-
Chandigarh railway line and also requested that the 
Innovation University to be set up in Haryana, be set 
up in her Parliamentary constituency.

Earlier both Dr Manmohan Singh and Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi inaugurated the Silver Jubilee Celebrations 
of the Seven Zonal Cultural Centres with beating of 
drums.

Those present on the occasion included Union 
Minister for Water Resources Shri Pawan Kumar 
Bansal, Governor of Punjab Shri Shivraj Patil, 
Governor of Uttar Pradesh Shri B. L. Joshi, Governor 
of Bihar Shri Devanand Konwar and others. v

A REPORT

25th Anniversary of  
Zonal Cultural Centres celebrated
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INCLuSIvE gROWTh

“I am happy to be with you this 
evening for the launch of the  

Swabhimaan Financial Inclusion 
Campaign. 

This campaign is, at its core, 
dedicated to empowering the 
common man. It  holds great 
promise as it is one of the first 
campaigns -to make targeted and 
concerted efforts -to ensure ease 
of access for the Aam Aadmi to 
the organized financial system.  

While India is home to  one of the 
largest banking networks in the 
world, it is a matter of great concern 
-that only 40% of our people have 
access to banking services. This 
revolutionary campaign seeks 
to correct that imbalance -by 
establishing a new medium to 
ensure greater availability of  
a whole spectrum of financial 
services and organized banking, 
to all our citizens, regardless of 
which part of the country they may 
reside in.

The UPA Government, under the 
leadership of Prime Minister, Dr 

Manmohan Singh, firmly believes 
that the benefits of economic 
growth -must reach the Aam 
Aadmi at every level. The policies 
of the Government are specifically 
designed to ensure inclusive 
g rowth ,  par t icu lar ly  o f  the 
marginalized and weakest sections 
without whose empowerment, our 
country’s progress will always be 
impaired.

Such empowerment must include 
access to cost effective, trouble-
free and safe avenues for savings, 
credit, remittances and micro-
insurance.  Unless we provide 
adequate safeguards to protect 
savings- and to extend timely 
credit,  we will also not be able to 
deliver other essential services, 
such as education and health care 
-which need reliable credit and 
savings institutions. 

One  o f  the  most  impor tant 
objectives of the campaign will 
be to enable small and marginal 
farmers to obtain credit at lower 
rates from banks and other financial 

‘Swabhimaan’ - the financial 
inclusion campaign

The empowerment of the aam aadmi cannot be 
complete till the time that each person in the country 
has complete access to safe and affordable means of 
finance through organized financial institutions. 

There is a lot of ground that has yet to be covered to 
achieve this. The lack of such financial support at far 
flung places in the country has led to the exploitation 

of the poor and the backward specially the dalits 
and the Adivasis The Government has embarked on 
a road to bring about inclusive growth plans in the 
banking sector through the swabhimaan campaign. 

Speaking on the occasion the Congress president 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi expressed her views and gave her 
encouragement to the scheme. While addressing the 

gathering at Vigyan Bhawan on 10th February, 2011

institutions, insulating them from 
exploitation by money-lenders.  
Village artisans will be able to 
procure their working capital 
rapidly and effectively. I believe 
that this will lead to the emergence 
of the rural entrepreneur.

I am also happy to note that 
Information Technology provides 
the foundation for this campaign.  
This is the vision that Rajiv Gandhi 
had for the social applications of 
modern technology. The ‘Aadhar’  
programme that has been launched 
and that will  be l inked with 
Swabhimaan, is very much in 
keeping with this vision.

In the last few years, there has 
been a true revolution in the use 
of mobile telephones across the 
length and breadth of our country.   
I hope this technology too will 
find an application in this evolving 
programme.  I would also like to 
recall here the great success that 
women’s self-help groups have had 
in some states through linkages 
with banks. They too should form 

continued on page 25
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Crafting of freedom movement 
and social justice in India 

Indian freedom movement was weaved around ideas 
of egalitarianism which naturally paved the way 

for social justice. Obviously, the ideas of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Dr. Ambedkar enlightened the ongoing 
freedom movement which was aiming political 
independence from British Colonialism. The tribute 
to this effect has been paid by the Indian society by 
recognizing Gandhi as mahatma and Ambedkar as 
Babasaheb.

The construction of freedom movement and 
social justice involves a wide area of political 
organizations, philosophies, 
and movements which aim 
not only ending colonial rule 
but also socio-economic 
s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  u p o n 
hierarchy. The articulation 
of  ideas against  socio-
economic hierarchy started 
in realizing caste system 
as  an  ev i l  and  ro le  of 
caste in the domination of 
politico-economic system. 
It was a difficult task to 
initiate a process of social 
independence along with 
polit ical  independence.  
The consciousness against 
British rule as an exploitative 
system was very obvious 
as evident in emergence 
o f  m o v e m e n t  o f  1 8 5 7 . 
Infact, the consciousness 
of recognizing caste as a 
problem or untouchability 
as a problem or how to understand context of caste 
and untouchability was a big challenge. 

The argument may be understood from the fact that 
the Reception Committee of Jat-Pat-Todak Mandal 
of Lahore cancelled the speech prepared by Dr. 
Ambedkar “on the ground that the views expressed in 
the Speech would be unbearable to the Conference.” 
Gandhi wrote in the Harijan, “But the conference 

itself was cancelled because Dr. 
Ambedkar’s address was found 
by the Reception Committee to 
be unacceptable. 

The discourse of social justice 
was weaved by a number of 
pioneers such as Swami dayanand 
Sarswati, Swami Vivekanand,  
Jytotiba Phule, P.Theagaraya, 
T.M.Nair, Narayan Guru etc. 
Their efforts created momentum 

to start awakening that caste 
and caste discrimination 
is a challenge to India. 
Unequ ivoca l ly,  a l l  the 
pioneers adopted different 
mechanisms to address the 
social justice and it was 
made clear that principles 
of equality and solidarity 
should  be  the  integral 
part of social formation of 
India. On the one hand the 
movements of social reforms 
were going on and on the 
other hand the movements 
for  independence.  The 
Indian national Congress 
was already dealing with 
issues of nationhood and 
ensure that it is constantly 
c o n s o l i d a t e d .  B i p i n 
Chandra says, “The basic 
objectives of  the early 
nationalist leaders were to 

lay foundations of secular and democratic national 
movement, to politicize and politically educate the 
people, to form an headquarters of the movement, 
that is, to form an all India leadership group, and to 
develop and propogate an anti-colonial nationalist 
ideology.” 

Dr. Ambedkar had also articulated that British 
Imperial system was one of the worst system and he 

A TRIBuTE TO BABA SAhEB AMBEDkAR

Dr Surendra kumar
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A TRIBuTE TO BABA SAhEB AMBEDkAR

submitted dissertation for the degree of Master of 
Arts on the topic “Administration and Finance 
of the East India Company ( May 15, 1915). 
Further, he exposed the colonial system by writing 
a masterpiece( “dedicated to Father and mother as 
a token of My gratitude for the sacrifices they made 
and the enlightenment they showed in the matter of 
my education”) ‘The Problem of the Rupee : Its 
Origins and Its Solution’( London, P.S.King 
&Son Ltd,1923).  The ideas on the imperial finance 
were articulated by Dr. Ambedkar in the book “The 
Evolution of Provincial Finance in British India: 
A Study in the Provincial Decentralization of 
Imperial Finance( Westminster: P.S.King&Son 
Ltd.,1925). 

The effort of including issue of social justice got 
prominence as Dr.Ambedkar founded and registered 
Bahishkrit Hitakarni Sabha under Act XXXI of 1860. 
The aims of Sabha were to promote the spread of 
education among the Depressed Class by opening 
Hostels or by employing such other means as may 
seem necessary or desirable, to promote the spread 
of culture among the Depressed study circles, to 
advance and improve the economic condition of 
the Depressed Classes by starting Industrial and 
Agricultural schools, to represent the grievances of 
the Depressed Classes.  He made it very clear that 
the movement is against exploitative system and not 
against any person or caste. The movements were not 
only aimed to get a leveling playing from the state 
but also to create consciousness in society such as 
mahad satyagrah, right to enter Hindu temples, right 
to share public resources etc.

Simultaneously, Mahatma Gandhi had created 
nationwide movements against colonial system 
and the British government was showing the 
signs of leaving the country. As soon as the issue 
of independence became intensified, the issue of 
independent state also became very crucial. The 
British government had organized Round Table 
Conference in London (1930-1932). Dr. Ambedkar 
and Mahatma Gandhi participated in the Round Table 
Conference to articulate the shape of Independent 
India. 

Dr. Ambedkar agreed provided the interest of 
Depressed Classes will be represented and mahatma 
Gandhi responded, “without doubt”. Dr. Ambedkar 
submitted a document “ A Scheme of Political 
Safeguards for the Protection of the Depressed 

Class in the Future Constitution of Self 
Governing India”. The document included various 
issues such as equal citizenship, fundamental rights, 
free enjoyment of equal rights, depressed classes and 
social boycott, protection against discrimination, 
adequate representation in services, redress 
against prejudicial action or neglect of interests, 
reservations, special departmental care, depressed 
classes. Mahatma Gandhi intensified discourse of 
social justice when he put his position in the Ninth 
Sitting- 8th October 1931of Proceedings of the Federal 
Structure Committee and Minorities Committee, “Let 
this committee and let the whole world know that 
today there is a body of Hindu reformers who are 
pledged to remove this blot of untouchability. 

Mahatma Gandhi started a movement to alter the 
caste as a state of mind and he replaced the term 
untouchable by a new term ‘harijan’. Although, the 
interpretation of term may be debated, but historically, 
it was a beginning of a cultural transformation 
to perceive the exploited people through social 
practices from a different perspective. He started 
three editions of weekly paper Harijan in English, 
Harijan Sevak in hindi and Harijan Bandu in gujarati

Valerian Rodrigues says that Gandhi and Ambedkar 
differed in their understanding of modernity, in 
assessing traditions and in proposing options for India 
and the World. However, across their disagreements 
there was much that united them, not merely on 
issues and concerns, but on substantive positions 
as well. Their hermeneutic engagement provides a 
privileged site to highlight the reasons that kept them 
apart and the concerns that brought them together.

The convergence of these ideas into the nationhood 
of India became evident when the entire nation 
wholeheartedly requested Dr. Ambedkar to be 
the chairman of the Drafting Committee of the 
Constitution. Infact, it was the evolution of ideas 
for social justice which ultimately reflected in 
the collective will of the nation in the form of 
Constitution and the efforts of Jawaharlal Nehru 
to achieve the ideals of social justice as laid down 
in the Constitution. Therefore, the evolution of 
social justice in India was a shared process which 
was largely shaped by Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. 
Ambedkar. v

Author is an Assistant Professor in Deptt. of 
History, Univ of Delhi
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Improving the  
living conditions of the  

Dalits, Adivasis and the Aam Aadmi
The Indian constitution guarantees 
safeguards to dalits under Part XVI 
and also provides for the protection 
and promotion of their social, 
economic, educational, cultural 
and political interests, to bridge 
the disparities with other sections 
of society. Fundamental rights, 
directive principles of State policy 
and the fifth and sixth schedules of 
the constitution try to guarantee 
certain safeguards for dalits and 
adivasis. Article 330 guarantees 
reservations to SCs and STs, Despite 
the constitutional safeguards and 
developmental planning attempted 
through the Five Year Plans, the 
dalits and adivasis are lagging 
behind the general population in 
various socio-economic indicators.

The Sixth Plan identified the lack of 
economic support as one of the main 
cause of slow pace of development 
of the Scheduled Castes during the 
earlier plans. It came up with a new 
strategy to address this concern. 
The objective was to reduce the gap 
between the dalits and the non-
dalits. The Sixth Plan (1980-85) 
marked a shift in the approach to the 
development of SCs. Special emphasis 
was laid on the implementation of 
the newly launched Scheduled Caste 
Special Component Plan (SCP), later 
it was converted into SC Sub-Plan 
(SCSP) facilitating easy convergence 
and pooling of resources from all 
the other developmental sectors 
in proportion to the population 
of SCs and monitoring of various 
developmental programmes for the 
benefit of SCs. 

There is no law that would compel 
state governments, central ministries 
and departments to stop them from 

diverting allocations. The prime 
minister himself in a speech had 
said that the SCSP and TSP should be 
an integral part of annual as well as 
five year plans and called for making 
provisions non-divertible and non-
lapsable. The National Advisory 
Council under the chairmanship 
of Sonia Gandhi also made some 
recommendations, recently, in this 
regard.

Speaking on an occasion Sonia ji said 
“We did not achieve freedom easily, as 
it is said easily today. For this, lakhs 
of people had faced difficulties, made 
sacrifices and several generations 
have struggled for it. It involved 
farmers, labourers, rich and poor, 
women and people belonging to 
all castes and religions. Congress 
leaders have worked tirelessly to see 
that democracy was established in 
the country, programmes are made 
for the welfare of the people and 
there is an all-round development 
of the country.” She also said while 
speaking about Gram Swarajya and 
Panchayati Raj “when the Congress 
again formed its government at the 
Centre after making amendment in 
the Constitution Tribals, dalits and 
my sisters got reservation. It’s simple 
meaning is that Rajivji wanted to 
further cement the foundation of 
our great democracy. The democracy 
is a thought, a dream, to make 
participation of all people to live 
a happy life, to run the system 
and to further develop the country. 
Democracy will not be strong and 
successful till there is participation 
of a common man. We have tried 
to pass on the governance to people 
through the Panchayat-Raj. We 
should be proud of this contribution 
made by Rajivji.”

The Congress leadership sees the 
devolution of power to the Grass 
root level as the true medium for 
bringing up the living conditions of 
the Dalits and the Adivasis. For this 
all schemes are made keeping in view 
the aam aadmi and attacking at the 
grass roots to improve the all round 
condition of the Dalits, the Adivasis 
and the aam aadmi everywhere in 
the country.

Following are some useful Central 
Schemes run by the Social Jusitce 
& Empowerment Ministry that will 
benefit thousands of people from 
Dalits and depressed classes.

T h i s  c a n  b e  u t i l i s e d  b y  t h e 
Congressmen in making the people 
aware about these schemes :- 

RAJIv gANDhI NATIONAL 
FELLOWShIP’ FOR 

PROvIDINg SChOLARShIPS 
TO SChEDuLED CASTE 
STuDENTS TO PuRSuE 

PROgRAMMES IN hIghER 
EDuCATION 

Government of India had launched a 
Central Sector scheme namely, Rajiv 
Gandhi National Fellowship during 
the financial year 2005-06 to increase 
opportunities to Scheduled Castes for 
pursuing higher education leading to 
degrees such as M.Phil. and Ph.D. The 
scheme has been revised with effect 
from 1.4.2010. The scheme caters the 
requirements of the Scheduled Caste 
students for pursuing research degree 
in universities, research institutions 
and scientific institutions. This will 
not only enable them to be eligible for 
employment to the posts of Lecturers 
lying vacant in various colleges and 
universities but will equip them to 
effectively take advantage of the 
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growing opportunities at the national 
and international level in the context 
of the new economic order.

The scheme caters total number of 
2000 Fellowships (Junior Research 
Fellows) per year to Scheduled Caste 
students. The scheme covers all 
universities/institutions recognized 
by the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) and is implemented by the UGC 
itself on the pattern of the scheme of 
UGC Fellowships being awarded to 
research students pursuing M. Phil. 
and Ph.D.

PRADhAN MANTRI ADARSh 
gRAM YOJANA (PMAgY) 

Government of India have approved 
implementation of a new Centrally-
sponsored Pilot Scheme called 
Pradhan Mantri Adarsh gram 
Yo jana  (PMAgY)  f rom the 
financial year, 2009-10, for integrated 
development of 1,000 villages in the 
country, each with more than 50% 
Scheduled Castes (SC) population. 

PMAGY, in its pilot phase is being 
taken up in five States i.e. Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Tamil 
Nadu (225 villages in each state) and 
Assam (100 villages)

The State Government will select the 
specified no. of villages - preferably 
from one district; else, from a 
maximum of 2-3 contiguous districts. 

BABu JAgJIvAN RAM 
ChhATRAWAS YOJANA

The scheme of construction of 
hostels is one of the means to enable 
and encourage students belonging 
to scheduled castes to attain 
quality education. The scheme for 
construction of hostels for girls is in 
operation from 3rd Five Year Plan 
while for boys, the same was started 
from the year 1989-90. The earlier 
centrally sponsored scheme of hostels 
for SC boys and girls has been revised 
and is renamed as “Babu Jagjivan Ram 
Chhatravas Yojna’ w.e.f. 01.01.08. The 
main modifications included in the 
revised scheme are- (a) 100% central 
assistance to States/UTs and Central 

Universities and 90% to deemed 
universities and private bodies for 
construction of girls hostel and (b) 
period of construction of hostels has 
been decreased from existing 5 years 
to 2 years.

The object of the Scheme is to provide 
residential accommodation facilities 
to SC Boys and Girls studying in 
middle schools, higher secondary 
schools, colleges and Universities.

The State Governments/Union 
Territory Administrations and 
the Central & State Universities/
institutions will be eligible for central 
assistance, both for new construction 
of hostel buildings and for renovation 
repair extention expansion of the 
existing hostel facilities while NGOs 
and deemed Universities in the 
private sector only for expansion 
of their existing hostel facilities. 
Funding pattern for girls hostels-

100% Central Assistance to States / 
UTs / Universities for construction 
fresh construction of hostel buildings 
and for expansion existing girls 
hostels. 90% Central Assistance for 
NGO and deemed universities in 
private sector for girls hostel only for 
expansion of existing facilities 

Central Assistance for boys 
hostels is as follows-
•	To States 50:50 basis. 
•	T o  U n i o n  T e r r i t o r y 

Administrations 100%. 
•	To Central Universities 90:10 

basis. 
•	To  S t a t e s  U n i v e r s i t i e s  / 

institutions 45:10 basis (States 
45). 

•	To NGOs and deemed universities 
in private sector (only for 
expansion

POST MATRIC 
SChOLARShIPS FOR 

SChEDuLED CASTES /
SChEDuLED TRIBES 

STuDENTS
The Post Matric Scholarships enables 
a considerable number of Scheduled 
Caste students to obtain post-matric 

and higher level of education resulting 
in their over all educational and 
economic development. The Scheme 
provides for 100 per cent Central 
Assistance to the State Governments 
and UT Administrations over and 
above the respective committed 
l iabi l i ty  of  the State/UT.  The 
committed liability of the North 
Eastern States has, however, been 
dispensed with. The scheme presently 
covers over 30 lakh Scheduled Caste 
students.

PRE-MATRIC 
SChOLARShIPS TO ThE 

ChILDREN OF ThOSE 
ENgAgED IN uNCLEAN’ 

OCCuPATIONS I.E. 
SCAvENgINg, TANNINg AND 

FLAYINg
The  Government  o f  Ind ia  i s 
implementing the Scheme of Pre-
Matric Scholarship to children of those 
engaged in ‘unclean’ occupations 
since 1977-78. Under the scheme, 100% 
central assistance is provided to State 
Governments/UT Administrations 
from the Government of India for the 
total expenditure under the Scheme, 
over and above their respective 
Committed Liability to implement 
this Scheme.

The above Scheme has now been 
further partially modified so as to 
revise its ‘Object’ and ‘Conditions 
of Eligibility’, in such a manner 
as to do away with the condition 
which restricts the Scholarship to 
the Children of only existing manual 
scavengers. 

CENTRAL SECTOR 
SChOLARShIP OF TOP 

CLASS EDuCATION FOR SC 
STuDENTS

Objective of the scheme is to promote 
qualitative education amongst SC 
students, by providing full financial 
support for pursuing studies beyond 
12th class.

There are 205 inst i tut ions of 
excellence spread all over the country 
in the list of identified institutions. 
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List of identified institutions include 
all IIMs, IITs, NITs (earlier known 
as RECs), commercial pilot training 
institutions and reputed medical/law 
and other institutions of excellence. 
A total of 1250 slots are to be granted 
scholarships every year. Courses 
of study covered are Engineering, 
Medicine/Dentistry, Law, Management 
and other Specialized Streams.

SC students whose total family 
income is up to ‘ 2 lakhs per annum 
are eligible for the scholarship. 
The SC students,  who secure 
admission in the notified institutions, 
according to the norms prescribed 
by the respective institutions, will be 
eligible for the scholarship under the 
scheme to the extent of the number 
of scholarships allocated to the 
institutions concerned. 

Scholarship will be awarded for
 i. full tuition fee and other non-

refundable charges (there will be 
a ceiling of Rs.2 lakh per annum 
per student towards fee in the 
private institutions and Rs.3.72 
lakh per annum per student in 
private commercial pilot training 
institutions). 

ii. Living expenses @ of Rs.2220 per 
month per student 

iii. books and stationery @ Rs.3000 
per annum per student and 

iv. a latest computer with full 
accessories limited to Rs. 45000 
per student as one time assistance. 
Living expenses, cost of books 
and stationary and computer are 
subject to actual. 

SELF EMPLOYMENT 
SChEME FOR 

REhABILITATION OF 
MANuAL SCAvENgERS

Government of India introduced 
a ‘Self Employment Scheme for 
Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers’ 
(SRMS) from January 2007, with the 
objective to rehabilitate remaining 
Manual  Scavengers  and their 
dependents in a time-bound money.

The identified manual scavengers 
and their dependents are provided 

capital subsidy upto Rs. 20,000 and 
concessional loan for undertaking self 
employment ventures. Beneficiaries 
are also provided training for skill 
development for a period upto one 
year, during which a stipend of Rs. 
1000 per month is also provided.

The main objective is to give a thrust to 
family oriented schemes of economic 
development of SCs below the 
poverty line, by providing resources 
for filling the critical gaps and for 
providing missing vital inputs so that 
the schemes can be more meaningful. 
Since the schemes / programmes 
for SCs may be depending upon 
the local occupational pattern and 
the economic activities available, 
the Sates/UTs have been given full 
flexibility in utilizing SCA with the 
only condition that it should be 
utilized in conjunction with SCP and 
other resources available from other 
sources like various Corporations, 
financial institution etc.

State Government have been given 
flexibility in choice of schemes to be 
implemented out of Special Central 
Assistance, within the overall frame 
work of the scheme.

REguLATIONS gOvERNINg 
ThE CENTRAL SECTOR 
SChEME OF NATIONAL 

OvERSEAS SChOLARShIP 
FOR SC ETC. 

The Scheme provides financial 
assistance to the finally selected 
candidates for pursuing Master level 
courses and Ph.D abroad in following 
specified fields of study:-

a) Engineering; b) Management; 
c) Pure Sciences; d) Agricultural 
Science; and e) Medicine.

Thirty awards per year are available 
under the Scheme with following 
distribution: 

EDuCATIONAL 
DEvELOPMENT 

PROgRAMME FOR 
SChEDuLED CASTES gIRLS
Special Educational Development 

Programme for Scheduled Castes 
Girls Belonging to Low Literacy 
Levels

To provide a package of educational 
inputs through residential schools 
for Scheduled Castes girls in areas of 
very low literacy and where traditions 
and environment are not conducive 
to learning amongst SC girls. This 
Scheme is implemented by the Zilla 
Parishads of the concerned Districts.

uPgRADATION OF MERIT 
OF SC/ST STuDENTS

Under this scheme 100% central 
assistance is provided to states/UTs 
for arranging coaching for SC/ST 
students studying in class 9th to 12th.

a. Remedial coaching- It aims to 
remove deficiencies in school 
subjects. 

b. Special coaching - It aims to 
prepare students for competitive 
examinations for entering into 
professional courses.

c. The main objective of the scheme 
is to upgrade the merits of SC/ST 
students by providing with facilities 
for all round development through 
education in Residential School. 

d. Removing their educational 
deficiency.

e. Facilitating their entry into 
professional courses by upgrading 
their merit so that they can complete

f. Admission to higher education 
courses

g. Generating self confidence. 

CENTRAL SECTOR SChEME 
OF FREE COAChINg FOR 
SC AND OBC STuDENTS

With a view to enhance the skills and 
capabilities of the weaker sections for 
ensuring rapid economic development 
and integration in the national 
mainstream, a scheme for providing 
free coaching to students belonging 
to Scheduled Castes (SCs) is being 
implemented since the 6th Five Year 
Plan. A combined Scheme, namely 

BRIDgINg DISPARITIES
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Coaching and Allied Assistance for 
Weaker Sections including Scheduled 
Castes, Other Backward Classes 
and Minorities was introduced with 
effect from September, 2001. This 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme has been 
revamped and renamed as the Central 
Sector Scheme of Free Coaching for 
SC and OBC Students (Effective from 
April, 2007).

100% expenditure will be borne 
by the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment. It is intended 
to have an outlay of Rs. 40.00 
crores during 11th Five Year Plan 
Period. Objective of the Scheme 
are to provide qualitative coaching 
for- Group A and B examinations 
conducted by the Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC), the 
Staff Selection Commission (SSC), 
the various Railway Recruitment 
Boards (RRB) and the State Public 
Service Commissions; Officers’ 
Grade examinations conducted by 
Banks, Insurance Companies and 
Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) 
and; Finishing courses/job-oriented 
courses for employment in the private 
sector like IT, Bio-technology etc. in 
need of soft skill as well.

The scheme will be implemented 
through the reputed coaching 
institutions/centers run by the State 
Governments/UT Administrations, 
Universities (both Central and State 
including the Deemed Universities 
in the private sector) and the private 
sector organizations.

NATIONAL SChEDuLED 
CASTES FINANCE 
& DEvELOPMENT 

CORPORATION (NSFDC)
The National Scheduled Castes 
Finance & Development Corporation 
(NSFDC) was set up in 1989 as a 
“Company not for profit” under 
Section 25 of the Companies Act, 
1956 with the objective of financing 
income generating activities of SC 
beneficiaries living below double the 
poverty line limits (presently Rs.40, 
000/- p.a. for Rural Areas and Rs.55, 

000/- p.a. for Urban Areas). NSFDC 
Assist the target group by way of 
loans & advances, Skill Training, 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Programmes and Providing Marketing 
Support through State Channelising 
Authority (SCA) 

NATIONAL SAFAI 
kARAMChARIS FINANCE 

AND DEvELOPMENT 
CORPORATION (NSkFDC)

National Safai Karamcharis Finance 
and Development Corporation 
(NSKFDC) was set up on 24th January 
1997 as a “Company not for profit” 
under Section 25 of the Companies 
Act, 1956, as an Apex Institution for 
all round socio-economic upliftment 
of the Safai Karamcharis/Scavengers 
and their dependents and to extend 
concessional financial assistance to 
the beneficiaries for establishment 
of income generating projects. 
NSKFDC provides loans to the Safai 
Karamcharis and their dependents 
through the State Channelising 
Agencies.

NSKFDC is also providing educational 
loan to the student of the target group 
for higher education in the technical/
professional courses. Under Skill 
Development programme, NSKFDC 
provide 100% grant for imparting 
training in different technical trades.

SChEME OF ASSISTANCE 
TO SChEDuLED 

CASTES DEvELOPMENT 
CORPORATIONS (SCDCS)

Centrally Sponsored Scheme of 
Assistance to Scheduled Castes 
Development Corporations (SCDCs)

Share Capital contribution is released 
to the State Scheduled Castes 
Development Corporations (SCDCs) 
under a Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
in the ratio of 49:51 between Central 
Government and State Governments. 
There are in total 27 such State-level 
Corporations which are working 
for the economic development of 
Scheduled Castes, although some of 
these Corporations are also catering 

to the requirements of other weaker 
sections of the Society, e.g. Scheduled 
Tribes, OBCs, Minorities etc.

Supporting Project of All India Nature 
of SCs (Research & Training)

Under the scheme, financial assitance 
is provided to reputed Social Science 
Research Agencies and Universities 
which have necessary expertise 
and are willing to undertake the 
purposeful studies and hold seminars 
and workshops preferably on the 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m m e s 
undertaken by Government bodies. 
During 1999-2000, an amount of Rs. 27 
lakhs was disbursed for undertaking 
18 studies.

NATIONAL COMMISSION 
FOR SAFAI kARAMChARIS

The National Commission for Safai 
Karamcharis was constituted on 
12th August, 1994 for a period 
of 3 years under the provision 
of the National Commission for 
Safai Karamcharis Act, 1993 to 
promote and safeguard the interests 
and rights of Safai Karamcharis. 
The National Commission has, 
inter alia, been empowered to 
investigate specific grievances 
as well as matters relating to 
implementation of programmes 
and scheme for welfare of Safai 
Karamcharis. The Commission 
is required to be consulted on all 
major policy matters affecting 
Safai Karamcharis. The term of the 
Commission was extended from 
time to time and the tenure of the 
present Commission has been 
extended through a Resolution of 
Govt. of India upto 31.12.2007.

WELFARE OF BACkWARD 
CLASSES - SChEMES / 

PROgRAMMES

SChEME OF PRE-MATRIC 
SChOLARShIPS TO ThE 

OThER BACkWARD 
CLASSES FOR STuDIES IN 

INDIA
Even after 51 years of independence 

BRIDgINg DISPARITIES
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and in spite of various measures taken 
to improve the level of education in 
the country, literacy levels among 
backward classes, particularly among 
women, continues to be extremely 
low. The number of steps have already 
been taken by the Government and 
considerable progress has been 
achieved in improving the level of 
literacy and education during the 
last 51 years, but there is still a long 
way to go before respectable levels 
of literacy are achieved, It has been 
recognized now that education and 
economic support for backward 
Classes has not been adequate and 
there is disparity between them and 
the non-backward sections of the 
population at every level. In view of 
the same, it is felt that earnest efforts 
are required to introduce various 
new schemes specifically for these 
target group i.e. backward classes 
to provide them a level playing field 
in comparison to non-backward 
sections of the population.

SChEME OF POST-MATRIC 
SChOLARShIPS TO ThE 

OThER BACkWARD 
CLASSES FOR STuDIES IN 

INDIA
The Government of India has since 
independence initiated a number 
of steps for improving the level of 
literacy and education. In this context, 
the Government has recognized that 
educational and economic support 
for backward classes has not been 
adequate and that there is disparity 
between them and the non-backward 
sections of the population at every 
level. It is self-evident and universally 
accepted that education is one of 
the key instruments of effective 
development of weaker sections.

Based on the recommendations of 
the Working Group on Development 
and Welfare of Backward Classes, it 
is proposed to launch a new Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme of Post-Matric 
Scholarship for Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs) students.

The objective of the scheme is to 

provide financial assistance to the 
OBCs students studying at post 
matriculation or post secondary stage 
to enable them to complete their 
education.

CENTRALLY 
SPONSORED SChEME 

OF CONSTRuCTION OF 
hOSTEL FOR OBC BOYS 

AND gIRLS 
The Centrally-sponsored Scheme for 
Construction of Hostels for OBC Boys 
and Girls is being implemented since 
1998-99 to address the problem of 
educational backwardness of OBCs. 
Very often, students from rural areas, 
especially those belonging to the 
weaker sections, discontinue their 
studies because of lack of secondary 
schools and colleges nearby and 
non-availability of adequate hostel 
facilities, at a reasonable cost, at 
places where such educational 
institutions are located. Therefore, 
the Scheme was initiated with a view 
to facilitate continuation of education 
by students belonging to OBCs, 
especially those hailing from rural and 
remote areas and from poor families. 
Since the inception of the Scheme, 
upto 2009-10, Central assistance for 
construction of 811 hostels for OBC 
students has been sanctioned. 

The funding pattern for construction 
of hostels under the scheme provided 
for cost sharing between the Central 
and State Governments in the ratio of 
50:50, with 100% funding to UTs and 
Central Government Institutions like 
Central Universities. 

SChEME OF ASSISTANCE 
TO vOLuNTARY 

ORgANISATIONS FOR 
ThE WELFARE OF OThER 

BACkWARD CLASSES
The programme of giving grant-in-aid 
to Voluntary Organizations under the 
Backward Classes sector has been 
taken up by the Govt. of India during 
the Ninth Five Year Plan. The main 
purpose behind the scheme of grant-

in-aid to voluntary organisation for 
taking up welfare activities among the 
OBCs is, to improve the educational 
and socio-economic conditions of 
these communities through voluntary 
efforts.

The aim of the scheme is to involve 
the voluntary sector to improve 
educational and socioeconomic 
conditions of the target group i.e. 
OBCs, with a view to upgrade skill 
to enable them to start income 
generating activities on their own or 
get gainfully employed in some sector 
or the other. The principle that good 
voluntary organizations should not 
only be assisted but also consciously 
built up, has been the guiding spirit 
behind the formulation of the scheme.

NATIONAL BACkWARD 
CLASSES FINANCE 
& DEvELOPMENT 

CORPORATION 
(NBCFDC) is a Govt. of India 
Undertaking under the aegis of 
Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment. NBCFDC was 
incorporated under Section 25 of the 
Companies Act 1956 on 13th January 
1992 as a Company not for profit with 
an objective to promote economic 
and developmental activities for the 
benefit of Backward Classes and to 
assist the poorer section of these 
classes in skill development and 
self employment ventures. NBCFDC 
provides financial assistance through 
State Channelising Agencies (SCAs) 
nominated by the State Governments/
UTs. NBCFDC also provides Micro 
Financing through SCAs/ Self Help 
Groups (SHGs) . The Corporation 
can assist a wide range of income 
generating activities to assist the 
poorer section of these classes in skill 
development and self-employment 
ventures under following broad 
sectors :

Agriculture and Allied Activities. 
2. Small Business. 3. Artisan and 
Traditional Occupation. 4. Technical 
and Professional Trades/Courses. 5. 
Transport and Service Sector etc. v
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TRIBuTE

A freedom fighter, a crusader for social justice, a 
champion of the depressed classes, an outstanding 

parliamentarian, an able administrator and an 
exceptionally gifted orator — Babu Jagjivan Ram was 
indeed a unique personality in independent India’s 
political landscape. He symbolised the dawn of  a new 
era of equality and empowerment of the Dalits. Born in 
the small village of Chandwa in Bhojpur district on April 
5, 1908, he was a victim of caste-based discrimination 
in school. He protested when a 
separate pitcher was designated for 
him in the school and succeeded 
in getting it removed. He went on 
to study at the prestigious Banaras 
Hindu University and graduated from 
Kolkata University. 

As a graduate in his mid-20s, Babuji 
could have taken up a government 
job and made use of the many 
benefits that came along with such 
a position. Or he could have joined 
the revolutionaries. But he did not 
opt for either and instead followed 
the Gandhian path of ahimsa and 
satyagraha. He founded the Khetihar 
Mazdoor Sabha to help agricultural 
labour and the All India Depressed 
Classes League to help the depressed 
classes participate in the freedom 
movement. He believed that Dalit leaders should fight 
for not only reforms but also political representation. 
Inspired by Gandhiji’s ideals, he courted arrest on 
December 10, 1940. He was arrested again on August 
19, 1942, for participating in the Quit India Movement.

Babuji had a distinguished political career that lasted for 
over five decades. In 1936, he stood as a candidate of the 
Depressed Classes League and was elected unopposed 
to the Bihar legislative assembly. When the Congress 
government was formed in 1937, Babuji was appointed 
parliamentary secretary in the ministry of education 
and development. He had the unique distinction of 
serving as a member of the central legislature for 40 

Babu Jagjivan Ram
An able administrator

Dr karan Singh

continuous years. He was also 
the longest-serving minister in 
the history of Parliament. Till his 
last breath, Babuji was a sitting 
member of the Lok Sabha; it 
was his eighth term. As a labour 
minister, he laid the foundations 
for social security by enacting 
the Employees’ State Insurance 

Act, 1948, 
a n d  t h e 
Employees’ Provident Fund Act, 
1952. As food and agriculture 
minister, Babuji heralded the Green 
Revolution. He also organised the 
public distribution system to ensure 
that foodgrain are made available 
to the needy at reasonable prices.

The historic victory of India in the 
1971 war bears testimony to Babuji’s 
confidence, patience and abilities as 
India’s defence minister. It’s worth 
recalling that in 1971, when the 
armed forces were fighting for the 
liberation of Bangladesh, a lot of 
defence material was procured 

at short notice. In 1972, after the 
victory, when more than 90,000 
Pakistani soldiers were sent to Indian 

cantonments and looked after for a year, massive 
amounts of tentage, clothing and foodgrains were 
procured. Undoubtedly, it was due to Babuji’s integrity, 
commitment and organisational skills that the exercise 
was implemented smoothly. I had the privilege of being 
a Cabinet colleague of Babuji for a decade in 1967. He 
had a lot of affection for me and I respected him greatly. 
His interventions in Cabinet meetings were generally 
brief but always effective. On his 105th birthday today, 
let’s recall Babuji’s valuable services to the nation and 
pay homage to this great personality. v

Dr. Karan Singh is a member of Parliament,  

Rajya Sabha & President, ICCR. 

Babu Jagjivan Ram
Birth Anniversary: 5th April

1908-1986
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I’m not the one to accept defeat: Rahul

A three-member high-level committee headed by 
Defence Minister Shri A K Antony separately heard 

party leaders from the punjab state to ascertain the reasons 
behind the defeat and help revamp the party in the state.
Prominent leaders from Punjab whom the committee 
members met on 7th April evening at Shri Antony’s 
residence included Union Ministers Smt. Preneet Kaur 
and Shri Ashwani Kumar, besides party’s general secretary 
incharge Shri Gulchain Singh Charak and Secretary Smt. 
Vijay Laxmi Sadho, PCC Chief Capt Amarinder Singh and 
Smt.  Rajinder Kaur Bhattal, apart from AICC secretary 
Shri Jagmit Singh Brar.
Other leaders who also met the committee members were 
newly-elected CLP leader Shri Sunil Jakhar and former 
PCC chief Shri Mohinder Singh Kaypee.

The three-member committee, which includes Delhi Chief 
Minister Smt. Sheila Dikshit and Power Minister Sushil 
Kumar Shinde, was formed by Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi to assess the reasons for the defeat and suggest 
measures to revamp the party ahead of the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections.
Party leader Shri Rahul Gandhi has already met leaders 
from Uttar Pradesh to ascertain the reasons for the party’s 
debacle in the state. Gandhi, who had led the party in the 
polls in UP, heard the leaders from the state as he set out on 
the first review of the poll defeat.
The committee will be submitting its report on the reasons 
for party’s defeat in Punjab Assembly polls soon, sources 
said.
The Congress leadership is taking up the party’s revamp 
seriously in states like Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra, after its debacle in three of the 
five states that went to polls recently.v

Reviewing the Uttar Pradesh poll 
debacle, Rahul Gandhi warned 

against indiscipline in Congress and 
vowed to bring the party back to 
good days in the state saying, “I am 
not the one to accept defeat and I 
will strive to bring glory to the party 
in Uttar Pradesh,” 

Winding up the two-day exercise, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi declared he is not 
the one to accept defeat and that he 
would turn the party’s fortunes in 
the politically most crucial state of 
the country. 

“Everyone was blamed,” former 
Union Minister Salim Shervani 
said after the meeting, insisting at 
the same time that no names were 
taken as regards the controversial 
statements.

Union ministers, including Shri 
Salman Khurshid, Shri Beni Prasad 
Verma and Shri Sriprakash Jaiswal, 
were present at the meeting. v

Review Committee formed

POLL PERFORMANCE REvIEW
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BRICS SuMMIT

Our desire to promote sustained and 
balanced global economic growth 

Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh

PM’s statement at the Plenary Session of the fourth BRICS Summit

“Let me once again welcome all of you to New Delhi. 
India is privileged to host the fourth BRICS Summit 

and assume the Chairmanship of the group.

The global situation facing us today presents a mixed 
picture. On the one hand, emerging market economies 
are growing at a healthy pace and increasing their 
share in global trade and output.

On the other hand, many obstacles 
have to be overcome if we are to 
sustain rapid growth in the years 
ahead. We are all affected by the global 
economic slowdown, the volatility in 
food and energy prices, the challenge of 
reconciling growth with environmental 
objectives, the political uncertainty 
in West Asia and the rise of terrorism 
and extremism. Our responses to these 
challenges may be different, but there 
is much common interest that binds 
us together.

I would like to share some thoughts 
on ten specific issues that I believe 
concern us all.

First, each of our countries has a unique demographic 
profile that presents its own challenges. In India, for 
example, we need to create 8 to 10 million jobs every 
year over the next decade to absorb the expected 
growth in the labour force. We are working on ambitious 
programmes of skill upgradation and education and 

creation of an environment conducive 
to an expansion of productive job 
opportunities. We would like to learn 
from the experiences of other BRICS 
countries on how they are dealing with 
these problems.

Second, the conceptual analysis that 
produced the positive BRICS narrative 
was based on a model of catch-up 
growth in which supply side constraints 
were not adequately addressed. Today, 
it is clear that constraints such as 
the availability of energy and food 
for countries that account for more 
than 40% of the world population 
can impede the entire story. Water is 
another critical area of scarcity which 
needs much greater attention than it 

We must address 
the important issue 

of expanding the 
capital base of the 
World Bank and 

other Multilateral 
Development 

Banks to enable 
these institutions 
to perform their 
appropriate role 

in financing 
infrastructure 
development.
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BRICS SuMMIT

has received thus far. We have much to learn from each 
other in how to handle these problems, and there is 
also room to cooperate internationally.

Third, we are united in our desire to promote sustained 
and balanced global economic growth. As members of 
the G-20, we must together ensure that appropriate 
solutions are found to help Europe help itself and 
to ensure policy coordination that can revive global 
growth.

We should also cooperate closely to breathe life into 
the Doha Round, looking for innovative solutions to 
overcome barriers that have stalled 
progress.

Fourth, as large and diverse economies, 
we should make a special effort to 
find ways to exploit intra-BRICS 
complementarities. We should promote 
greater interaction amongst our business 
communities. Issues such as easier 
business visas must be prioritized. As 
large trading countries, BRICS have a strong interest 
in removing barriers to trade and investment flows 
and avoiding protectionist measures.

Fifth, to revive global demand and growth, developing 
countries need access to capital, particularly for 
infrastructure development. We must address the 
important issue of expanding the capital base of the 
World Bank and other Multilateral Development Banks 
to enable these institutions to perform their appropriate 
role in financing infrastructure development.

We have agreed to examine in greater detail a proposal 
to set up a BRICS-led South-South Development 
Bank, funded and managed by the BRICS and other 
developing countries.

Sixth, BRICS countries must also work together to 
address deficiencies in global governance. Institutions 
of global political and economic governance created 
more than six decades ago have not kept pace with the 
changing world. While some progress has been made 
in international financial institutions, there is lack of 
movement on the political side. BRICS should speak 
with one voice on important issues such as the reform 
of the UN Security Council.

Seventh, each of our countries is grappling with how 
to pursue ‘green’ growth without compromising on 
current needs. At the core of this complex issue is 
the use of fossil energy and the impact that it has on 

the environment.

We must reduce energy intensity of GDP by promoting 
energy efficiency and developing clean energy 
sources. This calls for greater investments in 
research and development, sharing of best practices, 
and encouraging transfer of technology. A dialogue 
between energy producers and consumers would also 
help in ensuring stability in energy markets.

Eighth, as our countries experience significant 
increases in per capita income, we will also face issues 
related to income inequality within our countries. 

Inevitably, we will handle the problem 
differently, but it may be useful for us 
to share experiences in this area.

Ninth, urbanization presents common 
challenges for all our countries. We 
should encourage sharing of experience 
in areas such as urban water supply and 
sanitation, waste management, storm 
water drainage, urban planning, urban 

transport and energy efficient buildings.

Finally, the continued prosperity of BRICS is linked 
closely also to the geopolitical environment.

In our restricted session, we discussed the ongoing 
turmoil in West Asia and agreed to work together 
for a peaceful resolution of the crisis. We must avoid 
political disruptions that create volatilities in global 
energy markets and affect trade flows.

All of us understand the threat that terrorism poses to 
our societies. We must therefore enhance cooperation 
against terrorism and other developing threats such as 
piracy, particularly emanating from Somalia.

We have also agreed on the need to restore stability 
in Afghanistan, and the importance of sustained 
international commitment to its future.

Excellencies, we have drawn up an ambitious Action 
Plan that will be adopted today along with the BRICS 
Delhi Declaration. I hope that we will be able to 
collaborate and cooperate with each other to shape 
global developments and bring tangible benefits to 
our peoples.

India reaffirms its full commitment to work with BRICS 
in this endeavour.

Thank you.”  v

We must avoid 
political disruptions 

that create 
volatilities in global 
energy markets and 
affect trade flows.
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I would like to join others in 
thanking President Lee Myung-

bak for hosting this Summit and for 
the excellent arrangements made.

India fully shares global concerns on 
nuclear terrorism and clandestine 
proliferation, which continue to 
pose serious threats to international 
security. At the same time, given 
India’s growing energy demands, we 
see nuclear energy as an essential 
component of our energy mix. 
Strengthening nuclear security, 
therefore, assists India’s objective 
of promoting a safe and secure 
expansion of civil nuclear energy. 
We must continue to harness the 
numerous developmental benefits 
that nuclear science and technology 
offer, especially for developing 
countries.

We are in the process of expanding 
our nuclear energy generation to 
62,000 MWs by 2032. We are taking 
forward our three stage nuclear 
programme based on a closed fuel 
cycle, with new safety features and 
proliferation-resistant technologies.

We are also determined that 
our expanded nuclear power 
programme will follow the highest 
standards of nuclear safety and 
security, whose synergy is essential 
to restore public faith in nuclear 
energy, especially after the tragic 
events at Fukushima.

We have undertaken comprehensive 
reviews of nuclear safety measures 
at our nuclear facilities. India has 
invited the Operational Safety 
Review Teams of the IAEA to assist 
in its own safety reviews and audit. 
Nuclear safety evaluations are 
being put in the public domain to 
enhance transparency and boost 
public confidence. We are also in 
the process of setting up a statutory, 
independent and autonomous 
Nuclear Safety Regulatory Authority. 
We are strengthening emergency 
preparedness and response to 
nuclear accidents.

Nuclear terrorism will remain a 
potent threat as long as there are 
terrorists seeking to gain access to 
nuclear material and technologies 

for malicious purposes. India is 
acutely conscious of this threat. 
Our resolution at the General 
Assembly on measures to deny 
terrorists access to weapons of 
mass destruction has been adopted 
by consensus since 2002.

We support the extension of UN 
Security Council Resolution 1540 
and the work of its Committee and 
we intend to host a 1540 Workshop 
during this year to strengthen its 
implementation.

Ind ia  i s  par ty  to  the  main 
international legal instruments on 
nuclear security - the Convention 
on Physical Protection and its 
2005 amendment,  as well  as 
the International Convention 
for the Suppression of Acts of 
Nuclear Terrorism. We support 
the universalization of these 
instruments.

Nuclear security is primarily a 
national responsibility but there 
are benefits to be gained by 
supplementing responsible national 
actions through sustained and 

“Shri Rajiv Gandhi put forward an 
Action Plan for global nuclear 

disarmament almost 25 years ago”

NuCLEAR SECuRITY SuMMIT

Prime Minister’s statement at the Plenary of the Nuclear Security Summit
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effective international cooperation

The Washington Communiqué 
and Work Plan set in place new 
benchmarks on nuclear security and 
new frameworks for international 
cooperation. We welcome the fact 
that this Summit will expand the 
scope of such cooperation by greater 
focus on minimization of High 
Enriched Uranium, information 
and transport security, nuclear 
forensics, preventing illicit nuclear 
trafficking, assistance for updating 
national regulations and building 
capacity for nuclear security. 
 
India has contributed actively to the 
Nuclear Security Summit process, 
including by hosting a Sherpa 
meeting in New Delhi in January 
this year.

We have made good progress in the 
establishment of the Global Centre 
for Nuclear Energy Partnership, 
which I announced at the Washington 
Summit. The physical infrastructure 
for the Centre is being set up. We 
have commenced ‘off-campus’ 
courses. Such courses will be held 
more frequently in the future. 
We have signed documents for 
cooperation on the Global Centre 
with the United States of America, 
Russia, France and the IAEA.

India is expanding its technical 
assistance to developing countries, 
inc lud ing  by  prov id ing  our 
indigenously developed Cobalt 
teletherapy machines – Bhabhatrons 
- for cancer treatment.

The IAEA has a central role in 
strengthening the international 
global nuclear security architecture. 
I am happy to announce that India 
will contribute 1 million US dollars 
to the IAEA’s Nuclear Security Fund 
for the years 2012-13. 

India will participate in the Agency’s 

2013 international coordinating 
conference of various nuclear 
security activit ies,  including 
the Global Initiative to Combat 
Nuclear Terrorism and the Global 
Partnership.

The best guarantee for nuclear 
security is a world free from nuclear 
weapons. Our former Prime Minister, 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, put forward an 
Action Plan for global nuclear 
disarmament in a time-bound 
framework almost 25 years ago. This 
remains the most comprehensive 
and elaborate proposal to achieve 
this objective.

Attaining the goal of a nuclear 
weapon-free world will require 
commitments embedded in an agreed 
multilateral framework involving all 
states possessing nuclear weapons. 
This should include measures to 
reduce nuclear dangers by reducing 
the salience of nuclear weapons in 
security doctrines and by increasing 
universal restraints on the first use 
of nuclear weapons.

We  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e a r l y 
commencement of negotiations on 
a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty in 
the Conference on Disarmament in 
Geneva.

India has never been a source 
of  prol i ferat ion of  sensit ive 
technologies and we are determined 
to further strengthen our export 
control systems to keep them on 
par with the highest international 
standards. We have already adhered 
to the guidelines of the NSG and 
MTCR. As a like–minded country 
with the ability and willingness to 
promote global non-proliferation 
objectives, we believe that the next 
logical step is India’s membership 
of the four export control regimes.

In conclusion, I would like to 
reiterate India’s commitment to 

strengthen and improve further the 
effectiveness of its nuclear safety 
and security systems and make 
a significant contribution to the 
enhancement of the global nuclear 
security architecture.

Seoul Nuclear Security 
Summit Communique

We, the leaders, gathered in Seoul 
on March 26-27, 2012, renew the 
political commitments generated 
from the 2010 Washington Nuclear 
Security Summit to work toward 
strengthening nuclear security, 
reducing the threat of nuclear 
terrorism, and preventing terrorists, 
criminals, or other unauthorized 
actors from acquiring nuclear 
materials .  Nuclear terrorism 
continues to be one of the most 
challenging threats to international 
security. Defeating this threat 
requires strong national measures 
and international cooperation 
given its potential global political, 
economic, social, and psychological 
consequences.

We reaffirm our shared goals of 
nuclear disarmament, nuclear 
nonproliferation and peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy.

Committed to seeking a safer 
world for all, we also all share the 
objective of nuclear security. We 
recognize that the Nuclear Security 
Summit is a valuable process at the 
highest political level, supporting 
our joint call to secure all vulnerable 
nuclear material in four years. In this 
regard, we welcome the substantive 
progress being made on the political 
commitments of Participating States 
since the Washington Summit.

We  s t r e s s  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l 
responsibility of States, consistent 
with their respective national 
and international obligations, to 
maintain effective security of all 

NuCLEAR SECuRITY SuMMIT
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nuclear material, which includes 
nuclear materials used in nuclear 
weapons, and nuclear facilities 
under their control, and to prevent 
non-state actors from acquiring 
such materials and from obtaining 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t e c h n o l o g y 
required to use them for malicious 
purposes. We likewise recognize 
the fundamental responsibility of 
States to maintain effective security 
of other radioactive materials.

We reaffirm that measures to 
strengthen nuclear security will 
not hamper the rights of States to 
develop and utilize nuclear energy 
for peaceful purposes.

Noting the essential role of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) in facilitating international 
cooperation and supporting the 
efforts of States to fulfill their 
nuclear security responsibilities, 
we further stress the importance 
of regional and international 
cooperation, and encourage States 
to promote cooperation with and 
outreach activities to international 
partners.

Noting the Fukushima accident of 
March 2011 and the nexus between 
nuclear security and nuclear safety, 
we consider that sustained efforts 
are required to address the issues of 
nuclear safety and nuclear security 
in a coherent manner that will help 
ensure the safe and secure peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy.

We wil l  continue to use the 
Washington Communiqué and Work 
Plan as a basis for our future work 
in advancing our nuclear security 
objectives. At this Seoul Summit, 
we agree that we will make every 
possible effort to achieve further 
progress in the following important 
areas.

global Nuclear Security 
Architecture

1. We recognize the importance 
of multilateral instruments that 
address nuclear security, such as 
the Convention on the Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Material 
(CPPNM), as amended, and the 
International Convention for the 
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 
Terrorism (ICSANT). We therefore 
encourage the universal adherence 
to these Conventions. We urge states 
in a position to do so to accelerate 
their domestic approval of the 
2005 Amendment to the CPPNM, 
seeking to bring the Amendment 
into force by 2014. We acknowledge 
the important role of the United 
Nations (UN) in promoting nuclear 
security, support the UN Security 
Council Resolutions 1540 and 1977 
in strengthening global nuclear 
security, and welcome the extension 
of its mandate. We will strive to 
use the IAEA Physical Protection 
of Nuclear Material and Nuclear 
Facilities (INFCIRC/225/Rev.5) 
document and related Nuclear 
Security Series documents, and 
reflect them into national practice.

2. We recognize the contributions 
s i n c e  t h e  2 0 1 0  S u m m i t  o f 
international  init iat ives and 
processes such as the Global 
Initiative to Combat Nuclear 
Terrorism (GICNT) and Global 
Partnership against the Spread of 
Weapons and Materials of Mass 
Destruction, within their respective 
mandates and memberships. We 
welcome the wider participation 
in the GICNT and the Global 
Partnership and value its extension 
beyond 2012. Noting the importance 
of strengthening coordination and 
complementarity among nuclear 
security activities, we welcome the 
proposal of the IAEA to organize an 

international conference in 2013. 
We welcome contributions from the 
industry, academia, institutes and 
civil society that promote nuclear 
security.

Role of the IAEA
3.  We reaff irm the essential 
responsibility and central role 
of the IAEA in strengthening the 
international nuclear security 
framework, and recognize the 
value of the IAEA Nuclear Security 
Plan 2010-2013. We will work to 
ensure that the IAEA continues 
to have the appropriate structure, 
resources and expertise needed 
to support the implementation of 
nuclear security objectives. To 
this end, we encourage States in a 
position to do so and the nuclear 
industry to increase voluntary 
contributions to the IAEA’s Nuclear 
Security Fund, as well as in-kind 
contributions. We also encourage 
continued IAEA activities to assist, 
upon request, national efforts to 
establish and enhance nuclear 
security infrastructure through 
its various support programs, and 
encourage States to make use of 
these IAEA resources.

Nuclear Materials
4. Recognizing that highly enriched 
uranium (HEU) and separated 
p l u t o n i u m  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l 
precautions, we reemphasize 
the importance of appropriately 
securing, accounting for and 
consolidating these materials. We 
also encourage States to consider 
the safe, secure and timely removal 
and disposition of nuclear materials 
from facilities no longer using them, 
as appropriate, and consistent with 
national security considerations 
and development objectives.

5 .  We  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e 

NuCLEAR SECuRITY SuMMIT
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development, within the framework 
of the IAEA, of options for national 
policies on HEU management 
will advance nuclear security 
objectives. We encourage States 
to take measures to minimize the 
use of HEU, including through the 
conversion of reactors from highly 
enriched to low enriched uranium 
(LEU) fuel, where technically 
and economically feasible, taking 
into account the need for assured 
supplies of medical isotopes, and 
encourage States in a position 
to do so, by the end of 2013, to 
announce voluntary specific actions 
intended to minimize the use of 
HEU. We also encourage States to 
promote the use of LEU fuels and 
targets in commercial applications 
such as isotope production, and 
in this regard, welcome relevant 
international cooperation on high-
density LEU fuel to support the 
conversion of research and test 
reactors.

Radioactive Sources
6.  Taking into account  that 
radioactive sources are widely used 
and can be vulnerable to malicious 
acts, we urge States to secure 
these materials, while bearing 
in mind their uses in industrial, 
medical, agricultural and research 
applications. To this end, we 
encourage States in a position 
to do so to continue to work 
towards the process of ratifying 
or acceding to the ICSANT; reflect 
into national practices relevant 
IAEA Nuclear Security Series 
documents, the IAEA Code of 
Conduct on the Safety and Security 
of Radioactive Sources and its 
supplementary document on the 
IAEA Guidance on the Import and 
Export of Radioactive Sources; 
and establish national registers 
of  h igh -act iv i ty  rad ioact ive 

sources where required. We also 
commit to work closely with the 
IAEA to encourage cooperation 
on advanced technologies and 
systems, share best practices on 
the management of radioactive 
sources, and provide technical 
assistance to States upon their 
request. In addition, we encourage 
continued national efforts and 
international  cooperation to 
recover lost, missing or stolen 
sources and to maintain control 
over disused sources.

Nuclear Security and Safety
7. Acknowledging that safety 
measures and security measures 
have in common the aim of 
protecting human life and health 
and the environment, we affirm that 
nuclear security and nuclear safety 
measures should be designed, 
implemented and managed in 
nuclear facilities in a coherent and 
synergistic manner. We also affirm 
the need to maintain effective 
emergency preparedness, response 
and mitigation capabilities in a 
manner that addresses both nuclear 
security and nuclear safety. In this 
regard, we welcome the efforts of 
the IAEA to organize meetings to 
provide relevant recommendations 
on the interface between nuclear 
security and nuclear safety so 
that neither security nor safety is 
compromised. We also welcome the 
convening of the High Level Meeting 
on Nuclear Safety and Security 
initiated by the UN Secretary-
General, held in New York on 
22 September 2011. Noting that 
the security of nuclear and other 
radioactive materials also includes 
spent nuclear fuel and radioactive 
waste, we encourage States to 
consider establishing appropriate 
plans for the management of these 
materials.

Transportation Security
8. We will continue efforts to 
enhance the security of nuclear 
and other radioactive materials 
while in domestic and international 
t r a n s p o r t ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e 
States to share best practices 
and cooperate in acquiring the 
necessary technologies to this end. 
Recognizing the importance of a 
national layered defense against the 
loss or theft of nuclear and other 
radioactive materials, we encourage 
the establishment of effective 
national nuclear material inventory 
management and domestic tracking 
mechanisms, where required, that 
enable States to take appropriate 
measures to recover lost and stolen 
materials.

Combating Illicit Trafficking
9. We underscore the need to 
develop national capabilities to 
prevent, detect, respond to and 
prosecute illicit nuclear trafficking. 
In this regard, we encourage action-
oriented coordination among 
national capacities to combat illicit 
trafficking, consistent with national 
laws and regulations. We will work 
to enhance technical capabilities 
in the field of national inspection 
and detection of nuclear and other 
radioactive materials at the borders. 
Noting that several countries have 
passed export control laws to 
regulate nuclear transfers, we 
encourage further utilization of 
legal, intelligence and financial tools 
to effectively prosecute offenses, as 
appropriate and consistent with 
national laws. In addition, we 
encourage States to participate in 
the IAEA Illicit Trafficking Database 
program and to provide necessary 
information relating to nuclear 
and other radioactive materials 
outside of regulatory control. We 
will work to strengthen cooperation 
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among States and encourage them 
to share information, consistent 
with national regulations, on 
individuals involved in trafficking 
offenses of nuclear and other 
radioactive materials, including 
through INTERPOL’s Radiological 
and Nuclear Terrorism Prevention 
Unit and the World Customs 
Organization.

Nuclear Forensics
10. We recognize that nuclear 
forensics can be an effective tool in 
determining the origin of detected 
nuclear and other radioactive 
materials and in providing evidence 
for the prosecution of acts of 
illicit trafficking and malicious 
uses. In this regard, we encourage 
States to work with one another, as 
well as with the IAEA, to develop 
and enhance nuclear forensics 
capabilities. In this regard, they 
may combine the skills of both 
traditional and nuclear forensics 
through the development of a 
common set of definitions and 
standards, undertake research 
and share information and best 
practices, as appropriate. We also 
underscore the importance of 
international cooperation both in 
technology and human resource 
development to advance nuclear 
forensics.

Nuclear Security Culture
11. Recognizing that investment 
in human capacity building is 
fundamental to promoting and 
sustaining a strong nuclear security 
culture, we encourage States to 
share best practices and build 
national capabilities, including 
through bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation. At the national level, 
we encourage all stakeholders, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t , 
regulatory bodies ,  industry, 

academia,  non-governmental 
organizations and the media, to 
fully commit to enhancing security 
culture and to maintain robust 
communication and coordination 
of activities. We also encourage 
States to promote human resource 
development through education and 
training. In this regard, we welcome 
the establishment of Centers of 
Excellence and other nuclear 
security training and support centers 
since the Washington Summit, and 
encourage the establishment of new 
centers. Furthermore, we welcome 
the effort by the IAEA to promote 
networking among such centers 
to share experience and lessons 
learned and to optimize available 
resources. We also note the holding 
of the Nuclear Industry Summit and 
the Nuclear Security Symposium 
on the eve of the Seoul Nuclear 
Security Summit.

Information Security
12. We recognize the importance of 
preventing non-state actors from 
obtaining information, technology 
or expertise required to acquire or 
use nuclear materials for malicious 
purposes, or to disrupt information 
technology based control systems 
at nuclear facilities. We therefore 
encourage States to: continue to 
develop and strengthen national 
and facility-level measures for 
the effective management of such 
information, including information 
on the procedures and protocols 
to protect nuclear materials and 
facilities; to support relevant 
capacity building projects; and to 
enhance cyber security measures 
concerning nuclear facilities, 
consistent with the IAEA General 
Conference Resolution on Nuclear 
Security(GC(55)/Res/10) and 
bearing in mind the International 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  U n i o n 

Resolution 174. We also encourage 
States to: promote a security culture 
that emphasizes the need to protect 
nuclear security related information; 
engage with scientific, industrial 
and academic communities in the 
pursuit of common solutions; and 
support the IAEA in producing and 
disseminating improved guidance 
on protecting information.

International Cooperation
13. We encourage all States to 
enhance their physical protection 
of and accounting system for 
nuclear materials, emergency 
preparedness  and  response 
capabilities and relevant legal 
a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  f r a m e w o r k . 
In this context, we encourage 
the international community to 
increase international cooperation 
and to provide assistance, upon 
request, to countries in need on a 
bilateral, regional, and multilateral 
level, as appropriate. In particular, 
we welcome the intent by the 
IAEA to continue to lead efforts to 
assist States, upon request. We also 
reaffirm the need for various public 
diplomacy and outreach efforts 
to enhance public awareness of 
actions taken and capacities built to 
address threats to nuclear security, 
including the threat of nuclear 
terrorism.

We will continue to make voluntary 
and substantive efforts toward 
strengthening nuclear security 
and  implement ing  po l i t i ca l 
commitments made in this regard. 
We welcome the information on the 
progress made in the field of nuclear 
security since the Washington 
Summit provided by the participants 
at this Seoul Summit. The next 
Nuclear Security Summit will be 
held in [the Netherlands] in 2014. v

NuCLEAR SECuRITY SuMMIT
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Internal Security 
A collective need of Centre & States

Challenges to internal security need to be tackled 
firmly but with sensitivity. The Centre and the 

States should work unitedly to effectively contain 
these challenges. This was stated by Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh while inaugurating the Conference of 
Chief Ministers, in New Delhi. On Left Wing Extremism 
Dr. Manmohan Singh said that the year 2011 was better 
than 2010 in terms of number of deaths caused by 
LWE. He further said that our holistic approach to this 
problem remains valid and necessary. In order to meet 
the challenge, law & order capability of our States needs 
to be strengthened, he said. 

In his remarks Home Minister Shri Chidambaram 
said that states have a crucial role as they are at the 
frontline of defending internal security. Reiterating 
his earlier remarks he reminded that he had said 
“Nothing is more important than the assurance of 
security and none can contribute more to this sense 
of security than State Governments.” He cautioned 
that the spread and the reach of some adversaries, 
and their success in augmenting their weaponry and 
their military capabilities. The target is the Indian 
State and, naturally, every constituent of the Indian 
State, and, in his offensive, the adversary does not 
recognize State borders. His organization does not 
match States’ territorial jurisdictions. And he makes 
no distinction between the Central Government and 
the State Governments. 

He cautioned against the new emerging trend which is 
alarming. In practically every case, a small section of 
the people springs to the support of persons who are 
detained for interrogation or arrested and charged. 
There is no apparent reason for such support other 
than the affinity of religion or sect. This is a dangerous 
trend and makes the task of the investigating agencies 
more difficult. He appealed that we should together, 
the people and the media, should observe caution and 
restraint and place faith in the integrity and impartiality 
of the investigation. 

The Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said “There is 
no question that the burden of the fight against terrorism 
falls largely on the states’ machinery. The Centre is 
ready to work with the states to put in place strong 
and effective institutional mechanisms to tackle this 
problem,” he said.

He warned that threats from terrorism, left wing 

extremism, religious fundamentalism and ethnic 
violence persist in the country. “These challenges 
demand constant vigilance on our part. They need to 
be tackled firmly but with sensitivity. The forces behind 
them must not only be contained but should also be 
effectively rolled back,” he said. “Like other internal 
security matters, we need joint and coordinated efforts 
to deal with the challenge of terrorism, whatever be its 
origin, whether internal or external, and whatever its 
motivation,” Singh said.

Seeking a “holistic” approach in tackling the problem, 
he said, “This is a struggle in which we cannot relax. 
When we see turbulence in the region and growing 
factors of instability around us, we must strengthen 
our defences against terrorism.” Singh said “today, 
terrorist groups are nimble, more lethal than ever and 
increasingly networked across frontiers.”

The Prime Minister described the internal security 
situation in the country as by and large “satisfactory” 
since February last year for which the efforts of the 
states and the Centre need to be commended. “But 
I am sure all of us would agree that much more is 
required of us. Serious internal security challenges 
remain. Threats from terrorism, left wing extremism, 
religious fundamentalism, and ethnic violence persist 
in our country,”

“Internal security is a matter in which the States and 
the Centre must work together, hand in hand, and in 
harmony,” he said. On left wing extremism, he said 2011 
was better as compared to 2010 in terms of the number 
of deaths caused by Naxal violence. “But we still have 
a long way to go, both in terms of including people in 
the affected areas in our growing economy and society, 
and in terms of providing them with adequate account 
of security,” he said. 

The so called “protracted people’s war” waged by left 
wing extremists against the state and society continues 
to target civilians and security forces, and economic 
infrastructure such as railways, mobile communications 
and power networks. In the recent past, naxalites have 
also resorted to abducting foreign nationals.

The Home Minister during his opening remarks said The 
Integrated Action Plan launched in November, 2010, 
with an outlay of Rs.3300 crore over two years, has 
been an outstanding success, thanks to the drive and 
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determination shown by the District Administrations. 
Still, we do not have the upper hand because there are 
not enough police stations; not enough men, weapons 
and vehicles; not enough infrastructures for the CAPFs; 
not enough roads; and not enough presence of the civil 
administration – especially in the health and education 
sectors. There is more work to be done, and I pledge 
the cooperation of the Central Government in helping 
the States to overcome the challenge of Left Wing 
Extremism.

Lamenting the slow progress of various programs he 
said “I have a vision of the overall security architecture 
that the country needs and deserves. Some elements are 
in place, for example, the Multi Agency Centre (MAC) 
and the Subsidiary MACs at the State capitals. NATGRID 
is work in progress. CCTNS, under implementation 
since 2010, has reached the crucial milestone of 
selection of System Integrator, but only 16 out of 35 
States/UTs have completed the task. On the other 
hand, the development of Core Application Software 
(CAS) has been completed, field testing is under way, 
and agreements have been signed to establish nation-
wide connectivity. The sum of all these, I am afraid, 
is that while CCTNS is progressing, it is 9 months 
behind schedule.” He however said he had a firm belief 
that, bound by the Constitution of India and working 
together, we can make this country safe and secure; 
ensure peace and harmony; and create an environment 
that will promote faster and more inclusive growth. 

The prime Minister in his speech said “The answers 
to these problems lie in strengthening the law and 
order capabilities of the states concerned and in 
reasserting and rebuilding normal democratic political 
and developmental processes. More proactive state 
police forces reducing reliance on central armed police 
forces would be a useful step forward. The Centre will 
continue to work with the states of the region to make 
this possible.

He said” No system or structure can be better than the 
people who man it. The internal security structures of 
India are no exception. It is therefore important that we 
find ways and means of improving not just the number 
but also the quality of our police personnel. I hope that 
your meeting will suggest new and innovative ways 
to address this issue and to make rapid progress in 
improving the conditions under which our personnel 
work. If we are able to do so, we would be repaying in 
some measure the dedicated and loyal service of our 
police and defence personnel which has helped us to 
make our country safer.

There is a consensus that The States and the Centre 
have a common objective of making India safe for 

its people. The UPA Government is pledged to work 
together with states to achieve this objective. The issues 
raised by states of their rights will have to be read along 
with the practical need of a security infrastructure. This 
is required to protect the innocent lives of our citizens 
and we all need to work to achieve this goal. v

an integral part of this campaign.

At the same time, we need to recognize a weakness in 
some of our most revolutionary flagship programmes, 
in that, the intended beneficiaries are not sufficiently 
informed about them, about their rights and how best 
to derive  advantage of what they have to offer.  I 
hope that beyond the provision of financial services, 
the Swabhimaan campaign will also seek to impart 
financial education and financial literacy, through 
communication  and training, to the people it is 
seeking to benefit.  This will enable them to make 
better and more responsible financial decisions. 

The campaign should also ensure that the banks treat 
their beneficiaries as their ‘mitra’ or friend. To this 
end, Swabhimaan should aim to simplify existing 
procedures for availing banking services, so that - first 
time users,  are not intimidated or overwhelmed by 
cumbersome routine or the regulatory needs of the 
system. I would like to urge our bankers to take up this 
task with a sense of responsibility and understanding 
and exercise courtesy and respect, especially towards 
small borrowers in rural areas.  

I am certain that once these networks are established, 
other banks in India will follow. I am told that that  
the outreach through this branchless model aims to 
cover 73,000 villages by March of 2012.  This is an 
impressive target that will almost double the reach 
of the banking system in India. 

It is my sincere hope that Swabhimaan becomes a 
mass movement and that will fulfill our commitment of 
bringing economic and social prosperity to the lakhs 
of  villages that make up our great nation.

I conclude by extending my congratulations to our 
Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, his Ministry and 
all those involved in the preparation, on the auspicious 
occasion of the launch of this most important initiative 
and my good wishes for its success.” v

(Inaugural Address by the Congress President & UPA’s 
Chairperson on 10th February 2011 at New Delhi )

continued from page 7

‘Swabhimaan’ - the financial 
inclusion campaign
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Jallianwala Bagh Massacre

JA L L I A N W A L A  B A G H 
MASSACRE,  involved the 

killing of hundreds of unarmed, 
defenceless Indians by a senior 
British military officer, took place 
on 13 April 1919 in the heart of 
Amritsar, the holiest city of the 
Sikhs, on a day sacred to them 
as the birth anniversary of the 
Khalsa. Jallianvala Bagh,. a garden 
belonging to the Jalla, derives 
name from that of the owners of 
this piece of land in Sikh times. It 
was then the property of the family 
of Sardar Himmat Singh (d.1829), 
a noble in the court of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh (1780-1839), who 
originally came from the village 
of Jalla, now in Fatehgarh Sahib 
district of the Punjab. 

In the Punjab, during World War I 
(1914-18), there was considerable 
unrest particularly among the 
Sikhs, first on account of the 
demolition of a boundary wall of 

Gurdwara Rikabgang at New Delhi 
and later because of the activities 
and trials of the Ghadrites almost 
all of whom were Sikhs. In India 
as a whole, too, there had been a 
spurt in political activity mainly 
owing to the emergence of two 
leaders Mohandas Karamchand 
(Mahatma) Gandhi (1869-1948) 
who after a period of struggle 
against the British in South Africa, 
had returned to India in January 
1915 and Mrs Annie Besant (1847-
1933), head of the Theosophical 
Society of India, who established, 
on 11 April 1916, Home Rule 
League with autonomy for India 
as its goal. In December 1916, 
the Indian National Congress, 
at its annual session held at 
Lucknow, passed a resolution 
asking the British government to 
issue a proclamation announcing 
that it is the aim and intention 
of British policy to confer self 
governnnent on India at an early 

date.” However, the Viceroy of 
India Lord Chelmsford, appointed, 
on 10 December 19l7, a Sedition 
Committee, popularly known 
as  Rowlatt  Committee  af ter 
the name of its chairman, to 
investigate and report on the 
nature and extent of the criminal 
conspiracies connected with the 
revolutionary movement in India, 
and to advise as to the legislation 
necessary to deal with them. 
Based on the recommendations 
of this committee, two bil ls, 
popularly called Rowlatt Bills, 
were published in the Government 
of India Gazette on 18 January 
1919. Mahatma Gandhi decided to 
organize a satyagrah, non-violent 
civil disobedience campaign) 
against the bills. One of the bills 
became an Act, nevertheless, on 21 
March 1919. Call for a countrywide 
hartal or general strike on 30 
March, later postponed to 6 April 
1919, was given by Mahatma 
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Gandhi.

The strike in Lahore 
and Amritsar passed 
off peacefully on 6 
April. On 9 April, 
t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f 
t h e  P u n j a b ,  S i r 
M i c h a e l  F r a n c i s 
O ’ D w y e r  ( 1 8 6 4 -
1 9 4 0 ) ,  s u d d e n l y 
decided to deport 
from Amritsar Dr 
Satyapal and Dr Saif 
ud-Din Ki tchlew, 
t w o  p o p u l a r 
l e a d e r s  o f  m e n . 
On the same day 
Mahatma Gandh,’s 
entry into Punjab 
was banned under the Defence of 
India Rules. On 10 April, Satyapal 
and Kitchlew were called to the 
deputy commissioner’s residence, 
arrested and sent off by car to 
Dharamsetla, a hill town, now in 
Himachal Pradesh. This led to a 
general strike in Amritsar. Excited 
groups of citizens soon merged 
together into a crowd of about 
50,000 marching on to protest to 
the deputy commissioner against 
the deportation of the two leaders. 
The crowd, however, was stopped 
and fired upon near the railway 
foot-bridge.

On 13 April which marked the 
Baisakhi festival, a large number of 
people, mostly Sikhs, had poured 
into the city from the surrounding 
villages. Local leaders called 
upon the people to assemble for 
a meeting in the Jallianvala Bagh 
at 4.30 in the evening. Brigadier-
General Dyer set out for the venue 
of the meeting at 4.30 with 50 
riflemen and two armoured cars 
with machine guns mounted on 
them. Meanwhile, the meeting 
had gone on peacefully, and two 

resolutions, one calling for the 
repeal of the Rowlatt Act and the 
other condemning the firing on 
10 April, had been passed. A third 
resolution protesting against the 
general repressive policy of the 
government was being proposed 
when Dyer arrived at about 5.15 
p.m. He deployed his riflemen on 
an elevation near the entrance and 
without warning or ordering the 
crowd to disperse, opened fire. 
The firing continued for about 20 
minutes where after Dyer and his 
men marched back the way they 
had come. 1650 rounds of .303-
inch ammunition had been fired. 
Dyer’s own estimate of the killed 
based on his rough calculations of 
one dead per six bullets fired was 
between 200 and 300. The official 
figures were 379 killed and 1200 
wounded. 

The Indian National Congress held 
its annual session in December 
1919 at Amritsar and called upon 
the British Government to “take 
early steps to establish a fully 
responsible government in India 
in accordance with the principle 
of self determination.” 

The site, Jallianwala Bagh became 
a national place of pilgrimage. 
Soon after the tragic happenings 
of  the Baisakhi  day,  1919,  a 
committee was formed with 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
as president to raise a befitting 
memoria l  to  perpetuate  the 
memory of the martyrs. The Bagh 
was acquired by the nation on 1 
August 1920 at a cost of 5,60,472 
rupees but the actual construction 
of the memorial  had to wait 
until after Independence. The 
monument, befittingly named the 
Flame of Liberty, was inaugurated 
by Dr Rajendra Prasad, the first 
President of the Republic of India, 
on 13 April 1961. The central 30-ft 
high pylon, a four-sided tapering 
stature of red stone standing in 
the midst of a shallow tank, is 
built with 300 slabs with Ashoka 
Chakra, the national emblem, 
carsed on them. A stone lantern 
stands at each corner of the tank. 
On all four sides of the pylon  
the words, “In memory of martyrs, 
13 April 1919”, has been inscribed 
in Hindi ,  Punjabi ,  Urdu and 
English.  v
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STATESWATCH
ASSAM

Block Congress Meet

h a i l a k a n d i  ( A s s a m ) :  A n 
extended meeting of Lala Block 
Congress Committee was held on 
19 March, 2012 at Rajiv Bhawan, 
LALA under the Presidentship of 
Shri Samarjit Singha, President of 
Lala BCC.

Hoisting of Party Flag was done 
by Shri Samarjit Singh, President, 
Lala Block Congress Committee, 
in the presence of Subhrajyoti 
N a t h  C h a u d h a r y,  G e n e r a l 
Secretary Lala BCC, Haji Abdul 
Mannaf Barbhuiya, Nirmal Singha, 
Secretary Jashnabad-Umednagar 
MCC, Sewadal workers and others 
Congress workers.

ANDHRA PRADESH
Tributes to Babuji

hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh 
Congress Committee Linguistic 
Minority Cell celebrated the 105th 

birth anniversary of Babu Jagjivan 
Ram here on 5th April, 2012.

The function was led by i ts 
president, Shri Ashok Singh who 
offered floral tributes which was 
also attended by other Congress 
leaders.

Others who paid tributes were 
Shri Murali Mohan Singh, Shri 
Prakash Chand Srivastav, Shri 
Tuljaram Chaudry, Pandit Vishesh 
Sharma, Shri T. Shailender Singh 
and Syed Afsar Ali.

BIHAR 
Good Friday Celebrated

Patna: Good Friday, the day of 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, was 
observed with all solemnity here 
on 6th April, 2012.

The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
C o m m i t t e e  M i n o r i t y  C e l l 
convenenor,  Shr i  Cec i l  Sah 
organized an all  faith prayer 
meeting to recall the sufferings 
and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. On 

this occasion prayers were held in 
all the churches and a procession 
was also taken out through the 
city.

B P C C  M e d i a  D e p a r t m e n t 
convenor, Shri H.K. Verma talked 
about the teachings of Christ 
while Sister Sarla Loyal, Shri 
Vipin Jha and Imam of Mainpura 
Mosque offered prayers on the 
occasion.

GUJARAT 
Dandi March  

and Protest Rally

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat Pradesh 
Congress Committee celebrated 
the historic day of the ‘Dandi 
March’ here on 12th March, 2012.

Th is  was  the  day  Mahatma 
Gandhi started his march to 
Dandi to defy the salt law of the 
British Government. The march 
started from Sabarmati Ashram, 
Ahmedabad to Dandi,  where 
Gandhiji prepared salt from sea 
water to defy the law.

This  was attended by GPCC 
president, Shri Arjun Modhwadia, 
former  Chief  Min is ter,  Shr i 
Shankars inh  Vaghe la ,  AICC 
incharge for Gujarat, Shri Mohan 
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Prakash, former Deputy CM, Shri 
Narhari Amin, Union Minister, Shri 
Dinshaw Patel, Shri Bharatsinh 
Solanki, Dr. Tushar Chaudhary 
and other Congress leaders.

The march was also to mark a 
protest against the suspension 
of Congress CLP leader, Shri 
S h a k t i s i n h  G o h i l  f r o m  t h e 
Assembly for the whole session 
for making statement in the 
House against the state’s BJP 
government’s corruption deeds 
including schemes.

T h e  r a l l y  w a s  a g a i n s t  t h e 
suspension of Congress CLP 
Leader and preventing him from 
disclosing the BJP scam in the 
state.

The  ra l ly  was  addressed  at 
the Sabarmati Ashram by all 
prominent  Congress leaders 
before the commencement of the 
Dandi March. The Gandhinagar 
police also lathi charged the 
protesting Congress workers and 
were arrested in Gandhinagar.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Protest Rally

Solan: The District Congress 
C o m m i t t e e  o r g a n i z e d  a n t i -

NEWS

Congress leaders.

The meeting was organized to 
bring about awareness in the 
people about achievement and 
work done for the upliftment of 
the poor and the downtrodden by 
the District Congress Committee 
under the able guidance of Smt. 
Indu Pawar, MLA.

Sports field sanctioned

Srinagar: Prof. Saifuddin Soz 
MP (Former Union Minister) 
and Pres ident  J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee addressed 
a largely attended public meeting 
at Sadanara (Hajin-Sonawari) 
Bandipora on 7, April, 2012. He 
was accompanied by Shri. Raman 
Bhalla Minister of Monga, Abul 
Majid Padder Vice Presidents, Ch. 
Bashir Naaz Vice Chairman Gujjar 
Bakerwal Board, Usman Majid 

Ex. Minister, Imtiyaz Parray, Iqbal 
Jan, Adv. Gulam Hassan Dar and 
others. They also spoke on the 
occasion.

Responding to the local demands 
Prof. Soz sanctioned Rs. 5.00 
Lakhs for Sports Field at Sadanara, 
Rs. 3.00 Lakhs for fencing of 
the School ground and 2.50 KV 

corruption rally here on 19th 
March, 2012 in which thousands 
of Congress workers from all the 
Blocks participated.

The rally was organized to protest 
against activities of the Health 
Minister of the BJP ruled State of 
Himachal Pradesh and their anti-
people policies.

Those who participated in the rally 
included Solan District Congress 
Committee President, Shri Rahul 
Singh Thakur, General Secretary, 
Shri Baldev Singh Pratap Singh, 
Press Secretary, Shri Harimohan 
Sharma, DCC office secretary, 
Shri Layak Ram Verma, secretary, 
Shri Anurag Sharma with others.

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Public Meeting Held

Marah (J&k): The Jammu and 

Kashmir Congress Committee, 
led by Smt. Indu Pawar, MLA, 
organized a public meeting here 
in the Sangrampur Panchayat on 
12th February.

J & K  P C C  P r e s i d e n t ,  P r o f . 
Saifuddin Soz was the Chief Guest. 
The meeting was also attended by 
State Ministers and other senior 
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Transformer out of his MP LAD 
funds. Prof. Soz assured them 
that the health sub centre would 
be upgraded and school would 
be properly staffed, as early as 
possible.

Prof. Soz further said that he had 
also supported the streamlining 
of  trade and civi l  traff ic  on 
the Srinagar-Rawalpindi road 
by promotion of banking and 
telecommunication services on 
this road, so that the trade and 
travel on this road would become 
brisk and fully purposeful. He told 
the people that these proposals 
are receiving active consideration 
of the Hon’ble Prime Minister.

KARNATAKA
Memorandum Regarding 

Drought Situation

B a n g a l o r e :  T h e  S t a t e  o f 
Karnataka  i s  ree l ing  under 
severe drought situation due to 
inadequate rainfall in the state, 
during the year 2011-2012. The 
Karnataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee in its endeavor to 
address the problems faced by 
the agriculturists,  small  and 
marginal farmers, farm-laborers 
and vulnerable sections of the 
society in the backdrop of severe 
drought in the state and studied 
the drought situation and submits 

the factual report as follows for 
maximum possible central aid to 
the drought hit state of Karnataka.

In the state of Karnataka, Areca 

nut is the main Horticultural Crop 

in N.R.Pura, Kopap, Sringeri, 

Tarikere and Mudigere Taluks of 

Chikmagalur District and Sampaje 

in Dakshina Kannada District and 

Lakhs of farmers and Agriculture 

labourers are dependent on Areca 

nut-cultivation for their livelihood.

The large number of plants and 

crops got destroyed adversely 

affecting the income and livelihood 

of lakhs of people in the above 

said parts of the state.

With the efforts of local Congress 

leaders and State and Central 

leaders of Congress Party the 

Central Government formed a 

committee under the Agriculture 

Ministry and the Committee in turn 

has prepared a recommendation 

to save the Areca nut plantations.

The memorandum also mentioned 

about the plight of the sericulture 

farmers and reelers of the state, 

due to the reduction in custom 

duty of Raw Silk from 30% to 5% 

in the Union Budget prices of both 

Raw Silk and Cocoons has fallen 

considerably thereby threatening 

the very existence of the silk 

industry of the state.

Karnataka state is the largest 

producer of raw silk which has 

62,696 Hectares of land under 

mulberry cultivation. Brief facts 

about sericulture.

MADHYA PRADESH
Power hike resorted

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh 
Congress Committee organized a 
state-wide (District and Blocks) 
protest dharna on 9th April, 2012 
against the raising of power rates 
by the state BJP government.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M P C C  M e d i a 
Incharge, Shri Pramod Gugalia, 
a peaceful demonstration and 
geharo was held around the 
Collector’s office and all offices 
of Madhya Pradesh Power Board.

MPCC president, Shri Kantilal 
Bhuria said that  the Shivraj 
Government  has  taken  th is 
decision that will increase the 
problems of the farmers and the 
people many fold. Shri Bhuria said 
that such an attitude of the state 
government will not be tolerated.

MAHARASHTRA
State Rally of Christian 
Community in Nagpur

State Rally of leaders of Christian 
Community was held at Deshpande 
Hall at Nagpur.

Representatives of the community 
from almost all the districts of 
Maharashtra attended the rally. 
Those who participated were the 
leaders and opinion makers of 
the community. There was are 
overwhelming response.

A Charter of demands was presented 
to Honorable Shri Prithviraj Chavan, 
Chief Minister of Maharashtra and 
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also to the Manikraoji Thakre, 
President, MPCC.

The  Char ter  conta ined  the 
demands for the upliftment of 
Christian community. The Hon’ble 
CM responded to the Charter of 
demands favourably and expressed 
that he was in total agreement with 
the demands.

The State ral ly  of  Christ ian 
community was organized under 
the banner of MPCC and as a part 
of Samajik Samta Varsha with the 
initiative and sincere efforts of Shri 
B.I. Nagarale, General Secretary, 
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress 
Committee and put in by Shri Manoj 
Jambhulkar and his team for making 
the state rally a grand success.

RAJASTHAN 
Worker’s Meeting

Devli (Rajasthan): The Rajasthan 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
organized a workers conference 
here on 5th March, 2012. PCC 
president, Dr. Chandrabhan who 
addressed the meeting said that 
the workers will be trained to 
propagate the Central schemes face 
the opposition successfully in giving 
reply in a befitting manner.

Shri Ramnarayan Meena, MLA, after 
being nominated as the Deputy 
Speaker, had come here for the first 
time along with Dr. Chandrabhan 
after  becoming the Pradesh 
president. On this occasion, both 
were greeted and welcomed. Also 
present were Union Minister of State 
for Finance, Shri Namonarayan 
Meena and Shri Kamal Borva, MLA.

Shri Meena said that the Congress 
is the Party of the poor which 
has done the job of progress in 
the country. Shri Namonarayan 
Meena said that the Congress-
led government has made people 

NEWS

economically empowered and given 
free education to children from 6 
to 14 years of age under the Sarva 
Siksha Abhiyan.

Meanwhile, addressing the Mahila 
Congress meeting, PCC president, 
Dr. Chandrabhan reiterated the 
party’s support for the Women’s 
reservation bill.

He said that the reservation bill will 
be passed one day but the political 
parties can begin by giving quota 
benefit to women. He said in the 
coming elections, Congress Party 
will give more tickets to women 
candidates.

Earlier, Vichar Vibhag national 
president and Editor of Congress 
Sandesh, Dr. Girija Vyas said that 
party workers have a right to speak 
about their problems at the party 
forum. Dr. Vyas also spoke about 
lifting the ban on transfers. She said 
that there was no infighting among 
the party workers and to raise their 
problems at the party forum was not 
a sign of difference. I have met so 
many MLAs but not one of them has 
made any complaint to me.

TAMILNADU
Public Meeting

Chennai: The Tamilnadu Congress 
Committee, led by its president, Shri 
B.S. Gnanadesikan, MP recently 
organized a public meeting to 
create awareness for Koodankulam 
Nuclear Power Plant at Jawahar 
Thidal, Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli 
District, Tamilnadu.

Others present at the function 
were Hon’ble Union Home Minister 
Shri. P. Chidambaram, Hon’ble 
Union Shipping Minister Shri. G.K. 
Vasan, Hon’ble Union Minister of 
State Shri. V. Narayanasamy, AICC 
Secretaries Shri. Sagar Raika and 
Dr. K. Jayakkumar, former Union 
Ministers of State Shri. E.V.K.S. 
Elangovan, Shri. K.V Thangka Balu, 
former PCC Presidents Shri. Kumari 
Ananthna, Shri. M. Krishnasswamy, 
MP

UTTAR PRADESH
Tributes to Bhagat Singh, 

Sukhdev, Rajguru

Firozabad: The City Congress 
Sewa Dal, led by its president, 
Shri Nural Huda Rhyne Gandhi 
paid homage to great freedom 
fighters of the country on their 
martyrdom day on 23rd March, 
2012. The day of martyrdom of 
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru 
was celebrated as the Sheed Diwas.

Others who paid tributes included 
Shri Ghulam Jilani, Azad Akram, 
Chhota Munna, Jishan, Nuruddin 
Rhyane, Haji Niajuddin, Babloo, 
Dilshad, Iqbal, Sakib, Bhoora 
Farooqi, Aarti Mishra, Meenakshi 
Devi, Kusum Gupta, Sunita Shukla, 
Rajendra Gupta with others.
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For Mahila Congress, the month of February started with AIMC 
President Smt. Anita Verma’s visit to Nizamabad & Nalgonda 

district of Andhra Pradesh on 1st and 2nd February, respectively. 
A district-level Mahila Congress Convention was organized by Smt. 
Akula Lalitha former MLA and district Mahila Congress President on 
1st February in which AIMC President was the Chief Guest. Presided 
by Smt. Lalitha and addressed by Smt. Ganga Bhawani, President, AP 
PMC and Smt. A.S. Maheshwari, Vice-President, AIMC & Incharge AP 
PMC amongst other local leaders, the Convention witnessed a huge 
audience of women coming from across the district. The Nalgonda 
meeting on 2nd February was also very well organized.

Smt. Anita Verma was the Chief Guest at Adivasi Sammelan which 
was organized in Jabalpur, MP by Ms. Kaushalya Gotia, former MLA & 
Minister Govt. of MP. Mahila Congress Unit of Jabalpur also organized 
a meeting on the same day. She proceeded for Goa Assembly elections 
on 25th February 2012 and was campaigning there for about a week.

In the month of March, AIMC President addressed a meeting in Ward-
35, Kakrola, Delhi in order to gear up the local Mahila Congress unit 
for MCD elections. She also chaired a meeting of Bihar PMC Office 
Bearers in Patna on 18th March which was followed by her tour to 
Ratlam, Ujjan, Indore in Madhya Pradesh and Ahmadabad in Gujarat 
from 22nd-25th March. 

A Brief Report of Mahila Congress Activities during the month of 
February & March 2012 for the April issue of Congress Sandesh. 9th 

April 2012

Mahila Congress 
Report

MAhILA CONgRESS REPORT

Since the month of February 
w a s  a  m o n t h  o f  A s s e m b l y /
Corporation election in many 
States, all AIMC office bearers 
were engaged in intensive and 
extensive campaigning over there. 
Dr. Shobhna Shah, Vice-President 
was in Mumbai and Maharashtra 
from 9th – 15 February during 
Civ ic  Body  E lec t ions .  Smt . 
Musharaff Chaudhary, Smt. Mamta 
Bhupesh, Smt. Asha Sharma, 
Smt. Zahida Khan, Smt. Ashima 
Mahananda, Smt. Onika Mehrotra, 
Smt. Pushpa Chauhan – All from 
AIMC and Smt. Uma Joshi, Delhi 
Smt. Anju Bedola, Gujarat PMC 
were deputed to Uttrakhand 
for campaigning in Assembly 
elections while Smt. Anita Babbar 
visited Punjab during this period. 
Some AIMC office bearers toured 
the State under their charge during 
this period. Smt. A.S. Maheshwari, 
Vice-President, AIMC & Incharge 
Karnataka PMC went to Bangalore, 
Karnataka; Smt. Parminder Kaur, 
genera l  Secretary,  AIMC,  & 
Incharge Jaipur PMC addressed 
organizational meetings in Jaipur, 
Sawai Madhopur, Tonk and Dansa 
District while Smt. Lalit Joshi, 
Vice-President, AIMC & Incharge 
J&K PMC addressed meetings 
in Jammu & Rajori  Districts 
of J&K alongwith Smt. Onika 
Mehrotra, Secretary, AIMC & 
Incharge Haryana PMC addressing 
meetings in Jind and Bahadurgarh 
in Haryana; Smt. Sushmita Dev, 
Genera l  Secretary,  AIMC & 
Incharge Tripura PMC also went 
to Tripura. 

In  some Sta tes ,  the  Mahi la 
C o n g r e s s  P r e s i d e n t s  a l s o 
registered outstanding activities 
taking place in their State. Smt. 
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Manjula Naidu, President Karnataka PMC staged a 
protest against the BJP ministers who were caught 
watching porn on their mobiles in the Assembly 
and the rave party held at St. Mary’s Islands in the 
name of International Music Festival and sat on 
indefinite relay hunger strike, seeking the suspension 
of these ministers from the Assembly such protest 
demonstrations were organized in every district 
of the State. The protests were also against the 
increasing rate of crime against women in Karnataka 
after BJP took over the State. 

Newly appointed President of Jharkhand PMC Smt. 
Ambika Markam, MLA toured districts of Sarguja 
and Bastar Division to assess the status of Mahila 
Congress organization. Smt. Biva Nath, President, 
Tripura PMC also organized organizational meetings 
which were attended by Smt. Sushmita Dev, General 
Secretary, AIMC & Incharge Tripura PMC. Smt. Abha 
Sinha, President, Jharkhand PMC also staged a 
demonstration against the miss-governance of BJP 
Government of Jharkhand.

Mahila Congress dedicated 8th March i.e. International 
Women’ Day to ‘Save the Girl-Child which was 
observed by Mahila Congress units across the 
country by organizing various kinds of programmes 
such as Rallies, Seminars, Padyatras and so on. 

AIMC Office Bearers were deputed as Observers 
for MCD Elections to identify winnable women 

candidates as 50% 
s e a t s  h a v e  b e e n 
reserved for women 
i n  l o c a l  b o d i e s . 
A  s e m i n a r  o n 
‘Kudankulam Nuclear 
P o w e r  P r o j e c t ’ 
was  organ ized  a t 
Nagarcoi l ,   Tamil 
N a d u  o n  2 5 t h 
March. Kerala PMC 
held a convention 
o n  1 s t  M a r c h  a t 
I n d i r a  B h a w a n , 
Tiruvanthanapuram. 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 
M a h i l a  C o n g r e s s 
unit staged a protest 
against the partisan 
role of administrator 

of the UT. Madhya Pradesh Mahila Congress took out 
a ‘Mahila Bachao Yatra’ on 21st March in which Ms. 
Kalpana Parulekar, MLA was present. Tripura PMC 
staged an agitation against the rape of a tribal woman 
in Kulai Gaon Sabha under Dhalai District. Mumbai 
RMC protested against the BMC decision to hike 
water tax and took out a ‘Handa Morcha’ with empty 
pitchers to Municipal Headquarters on 26th March. 
Chhattisgarh PMC demonstrated and gave arrest 
in protest against the Lathi Charge and use of tear 
gas by the Police on a group of Adivasis belonging 
to Kanker-Baster Parliamentary Constituency while 
they were holding a peaceful demonstration.

Smt. Deepti Chawadhary, Vice-President, AIMC & 
Incharge Gujarat PMC visited Ahmedabad on 2-3rd 
March. Smt. Parminder Kaur, Gen. Secy. AIMC & 
Incharge Rajasthan visited Jodhpur on 26th March. 
Smt. Ayesha Siddiqua, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge 
Orissa PMC was in Orissa from 1-3 March touring 
Cuttuck, Dhenkanal and Bhadrak Districts. Smt. 
Poonam Rani Bhatia, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge 
Assam toured 8 districts of Assam from 10-15 March. 
Smt. Onika Mehrotra, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge 
Haryana participated in a programme organized to 
Celebrate International Women’s Day in Rohtak. v

(Anita Verma)  

MAhILA CONgRESS REPORT
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During the month the Kerala PCC Ex-Servicemen 
Dept. organised a well attended meeting of Ex-

Servicemen in Thiruvananthapuram on 22.3.2012 to 
celebrate its silver jubilee.  The meeting was held at 
the KPCC office and 
attended by over 
200 Ex-Servicemen 
from almost al l 
the Distr icts  of 
Kerala.  Sh. Ramesh 
C h e n n i t h a l a , 
President, Kerala 
PCC inaugurated 
t h e  f u n c t i o n 
in  which  Capt . 
Praveen  Davar, 
Secretary AICC Ex-
Servicemen Dept 
was the Chief Guest.   Capt. P K R Nair, Chairman, Kerala 
PCC Ex-Servicemen Dept. presided over the meeting.

In his welcome address Capt. P K R Nair who organised 
the function gave details of activities of Ex-Servicemen 
Dept. in Kerala for the last 25 years.  He thanked 
the Kerala PCC President and the Chief Minister, 
Sh. Oommen Chandy for his elevation as Chairman 
KEXON (Kerala State Ex-Servicemen Development & 
Rehabilitation Corporation).  The Souvenir brought out 
on the occasion was presented by Capt. P K R Nair to 
the Kerala PCC, President and Capt. Praveen Davar and 
later distributed amongst the audience.

Addressing the gathering, Sh. Ramesh Chennithala 
lauded the achievements of the Ex-Servicemen Dept. 
and congratulated Capt. P K R Nair for his appointment 
as Chairman, KEXON and he hoped will further help 
in improving the lot of Ex-Servicemen.  Lt. Gen. S K 
Pillai (Retd.) who was the Guest of Honour urged the 
Ex-Servicemen to take up welfare activities especially 
issues of environment and ecology.

Capt. Praveen Davar, while praising the contribution 
of Kerala PCC Ex-Servicemen under the leadership 
of Capt. P K R Nair, highlighted the number of steps 
taken by successive Congress govts. for the welfare of 
Ex-Servicemen.  He said that no Govt in the past has 
done so much for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen as Dr. 
Manmohan Singh led UPA 1 and UPA 2.  He stated that 
the Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi had deep 
concern for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen and widows 
which is matched by her deep commitment to eradicate 

EX-SERVICEMEN Pledge to Safeguard secularism

poverty, hunger and disease.  Schemes like MNREGA, 
and Food Security  were steps in that direction.  

Capt. Davar especially highlighted the steps taken 
b y  D e f e n c e 
Minister, Sh. A 
K Antony for 
the increase in 
pension of Ex-
Servicemen and 
recent measures 
t o   r e d u c e 
d i s p a r i t i e s 
i n  p e n s i o n s 
amongst various 
categories of 
Ex-servicemen.  
Recall ing the 
glorious history 

of 127 years of the Congress, Capt. Praven Davar paid 
rich tributes to Pt. Motilal Nehru, President of INC in 
1919 and 1928, whose 150th birth anniversary is being 
celebrated along with Gurudev Tagore and Pt. Madan 
Mohan Malviya.  He said that unparalleled sacrifices 
of Pt. Motilal Nehru should be an inspiration to all Ex-
Servicemen to sacrifice their material interests.  Capt. 
Praveen Davar said that how can Ex-Servicemen think 
of joining any other Party except Congress which not 
only gave country freedom from British colonialism but 
also commencing with 17 year Prime Ministership of 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, gave the country parliamentary 
democracy, secularism independent foreign policy 
and, above all, massive economic development with 
a balanced emphasis on public and private sector and 
agriculture and industry.  He said that Ex-Servicemen 
must play a proactive role in strengthening secularism 
which they have inherited from their long association 
with Defence Forces.

Others who spoke were Sh. V S Sivakumar, Transport 
Minister, Govt. of Kerala, Sh. S S Nair, Vice Chairman, 
Kerala Ex-Servicemen Department, Sh. K P Diwakaran, 
State Convenor, Lt. Col. N V G Nambiar, Vice 
Chairman, Kerala Ex-Servicemen Dept., Sh. S K Nair, 
State Convenor, Mr. Laurance, District  Chairman, 
Trivandrum, Mr. Varghese, District Chairman, Trissur, 
Capt Abboobakr, District Chairman, Eranakulam, Sh. 
Sivanandan, District Chairman, Alleppy, Sh. Sundaram, 
District Chairman, Malappuram, Sh. Appukuttan Nair, 
State Convenor, Sh. Prabhakaran, State Convenor. v

EX-SERvICEMEN REPORT
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 AICC 
DIARY
ILLEgAL MININg

Shri Manish Tewari said the most 
unfortunate murder of Shri Narendra 
Kumar is  not  only  extremely 
unfortunate but highly condemnable. 
The statements which have come 
from the father of late Shri Narendra 
Kumar very clearly indicate that 
the deceased officer was aware of 
the dangers or the kind of elements 
he was confronting and what is 
indeed most tragic is that the Madhya 
Pradesh government appears to be 
standing on the side of those who 
have been the perpetrators of illegal 
mining and this is evidenced by the 
fact that without state patronage the 
criminal elements would not have 
ever mastered the gumption to kill 
and murder an IPS officer of the state 
cadre. We demand that this matter 
should be probed very deeply and 
minutely and the killers of late Shri 
Narendra Kumar be brought to justice. 
We also demand that since the issue 
of illegal mining in Madhya Pradesh 
is before the Hon’ble Supreme Court 
and the court in the past has issued 
various concurrent directions, the 
Madhya Pradesh government would 
take cognizance of that, take steps to 
immediately see that illegal mining 
is not only brought to a halt but all 
those who are involved in it or would 
be patronizing it, are acted against.   
Friday, 9th March 2012

RAILWAY BuDgET

Shri Rashid Alvi addressed the media 
today. Shri Alvi said that today is an 
important day of the Budget Session 
in Parliament. The Railway Minister 
presented the Railway Budget today. 
We are happy that the Railway 
Minister has promised that one lakh 
people will get employment in 2012-
13, last year 80,000 people were given 
employment and the vacant seats for 
SC/ST/OBC will be soon filled and we 
are happy about it. In the Rail budget 
emphasis has been laid on security 
system and has also promised that the 
system will have transparency. Special 
stress has been kept on North-East 
and J&K area. It has also indicated to 

join our neighbors like Bangladesh 
and Nepal with Railways. Attention 
will also be given to modernize the 
system and to correct the cause of 
accidents in the next five years. All 
incomplete works will be completed 
and to set up independent Rail Fare 
Authority which can take independent 
decision in deciding Railway fares. 
Wednesday, 14th March 2012 

CONTINuINg PROgRESS 
AND DEvELOPMENT

Shri Manish Tewari said in fluid 
international economic situation the 
budget while reiterating the strong 
fundamentals of Indian economy 
has endeavored to emphasize on 
those thrust areas which can return 
the Indian economy back to its high 
growth trajectory. The Congress 
party supports and endorses the 
budget. While I have no intention of 
reinventing the wheel and re-reading 
the budget but I do feel that it is my 
duty to flag some of the important 
initiatives which require reiteration 
and endorsement. The decision to 
target subsidies is something which is 
indeed very timely and it would enable 
the process of fiscal consolidation. 
The increase in the production of 
paddy by 70 lakh tonnes as a result of 
the government’s decision two years 
back to take the green revolution 
to Eastern India has now started 
showing results. The increase in 
allocation from Rs. 400 crore to Rs. 
1000 crore is something which needs 
to be welcomed. The announcement 
by the Finance Minister that the 
food security initiative would be 
fully funded is again something 
which is laudable. The continuing 
of the interest subvention scheme 
for short term crop loans and the 
additional incentives which have 
been provided would definitely go a 
long way in boosting the small and 
marginal farmers and contributing 
to the productivity of the agriculture 
sector. The ‘Aadhar’ programme 
which has generated results over the 
last couple of years, the decision to 
support it is something which needs 
to be again welcomed. Similarly, 
the tying up of the funding of Delhi-
Mumbai industrial corridor would 
give a much needed fillip to the 
manufacturing sector. The decision 
to increase the compensation in case 
of fatality in BPL families especially 

of the bread winner by almost 
100% reflects the sensitivity of the 
government. Similarly, the decision 
to liberate senior citizens from the 
rigors of advance taxation or paying 
advance tax is again a reflection of 
the sensitivity of the government. The 
decision to give duty concessions to 
infrastructure sector, coal, power, 
railways again underscores the desire 
of the government to support the 
infrastructure sector. In conclusion, 
all that I would like to say is that 
budget is an attempt to see that the 
continuing progress and development 
of the people of India remain on 
a proper trajectory. Friday, 16th 
March 2012

BY-ELECTIONS

Shri Rashid Alvi addressed the media 
and said that by elections were held 
in four states like Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala, Karnataka and Gujrarat. 
Congress recorded victory in Kerala, 
Karnataka and Gujarat. The people 
here have given their decision which 
also indicates the way people’s mood 
in what direction they want to take 
this country.

Shri Alvi said that after a long time 
this happened for the first time 
yesterday that a division was seen 
in the Rajya Sabha over the address 
of the President, the division was 
on an issue which was linked to 
country’s security. The government 
is committed towards terrorism, 
extremism and terrorist activities 
and to take the country out of this. 
For this, there was need of a strong 
law. BJP has always said both in the 
House and outside that whenever 
such an incident comes to pass, 
they don’t call it a law and order 
problem but the responsibility of 
the Central government. The Centre 
had decided to take some bold step 
after President’s address and it was 
unfortunate that a division was 
seen, usually there has never been a 
division on President’s address and 
thanks is given unanimously. This has 
happened for the first time that there 
was a division and a walk-out.

The Centre is committed to uprooting 
terrorism from the country and shall 
take whatever steps possible for it. 
It is unfortunate that the opposition 
is not standing with us on this issue.

Shri Rashid Alvi said that in Gujarat 

PRESS BRIEFINgS



some BJP MLA’s were seen watching 
a video which is not in our culture. It 
seems that the BJP has not learnt a 
lesson after the incident in Karnataka. 
Such incident would not have 
occurred if strong remedial action 
was taken. BJP is going in which 
direction and what is their goal is 
unfortunate. If MLA’s of that party are 
found involved in such incidents, it is 
a matter to be concerned about and I 
only pray to God that such an incident 
does not take place in any other state.   
Friday, 21st March 2012

vIBRANT DEMOCRACY

Shri Abhishek Singhvi said that 
the Congress party stands for 
democracy – for vibrant democracy. 
The Congress party stands for dissent 
– wholehearted dissent but we also 
stand for dignity of discourse. We also 
stand for mutual respect, tolerance 
and a capacity to differ. In this context 
what happened at Jantar Mantar 
yesterday- to put in blindly – is highly 
regrettable. We saw a wholesale 
condemnation of the entire system 
- a wholesale condemnation of all 
parties, of all politicians, of all public 
life persons. We do believe that all 
generalizations including this one 
are false and the way things were 
generalized yesterday, with great 
respect, we are compelled to say, 
reflects arrogance, reflects a disgust 
of democracy itself and it reflects 
a fundamentalism of righteousness 
– only I am right, everybody else 
is wrong. I use that word in that 
sense. Let me assure you, I do not 
speak only for the Congress party 
when I say this. I hope and trust 
that I am expressing a sentiment 
cutting across political lines. It is a 
sentiment that just because people 
may not file defamation suit – just 
because parliament may not assert 
fully all, its privileges. It does not 
mean that in a blanket manner, 
you are entitled to treat those in 
public life like ‘goondas’,‘dacoits’ 

or ‘criminals’. Those who destroy 
but cannot construct will have only 
ruins. Those as at Jantar Mantar can 
only criticize but cannot create will 
have only negativism. Those who 
can only denigrate and disparage 
institutions not build them will have 
no institutions left. It would be highly 
regrettable if those at Jantar Mantar 
wanted to reduce this country to a 
constitutional ruin like some of its 
neighbors – the irony being that those 
very neighbors are highly envious 
of us. The kind of language used 
yesterday, the kind of abuses hurled 
yesterday, the kind of allegations 
made yesterday,  conclusively 
establish that those doing these 
things have absolutely no faith in any 
institution, no faith in parliament, 
no faith in elected representatives, 
no faith in democracy itself. Indeed 
we say the supreme irony yesterday 
of these very people saying that 
they have no evidence, we have no 
material but we are naming ‘X’ ‘Y’ or 
‘Z’ as corrupt. If this is not a complete 
reversal and negation of due process 
of fair play that the very person who 
makes the allegations accepts that 
he has no material but condemns 
publicly so many people. This is a 
great misfortune of this country. We 
have said in the beginning, we are 
not at all scared of criticism, dissent 
and opposition but let us maintain 
the dignity of discourse and I of 
course, would speak on behalf of the 
Congress party, I do hope and trust 
this appeal goes out from the entire 
system to all those who indulge in this 
kind of things. Friday, 26th March 
2012

NAXALITE ATTACk

Shri Manish Tewari said we would 
like to place on record our strongest 
condemnation of the naxalite 
attack in the Gharchiroli District 
of Maharashtra in which members 

of the CRPF have unfortunately 
lost their lives. Our thoughts are 
with the families of those who have 
been martyred for the cause of the 
nation. The fight against maoist 
violence against naxalism requires 
the cooperation of one and all. It 
requires a national resolve and we 
do hope in this continuing fight, we 
would get the support of the entire 
political establishment going across 
the spectrum.  Tuesday, 27th March 
2012

SENSITIvE ISSuE

Shri Rashid Alvi addressed the media 
and said that you all know the issue 
that is being debated. We feel that 
the issue of Defence Ministry and 
the Army is a sensitive issue and is 
connected with the nation’s security. 
Any kind of comment or discussing 
any important issue in the public has 
not been in favour of the country. Our 
country will become a strong nation 
and that is the belief of the whole 
world. We are making progress day by 
day and all eyes of the world are on us, 
India is the strength of the future.  Our 
economic situation in quite strong in 
the world. We have lot of friends but 
foe too. In such a situation it will not 
be proper to discus sensitive issues in 
public. There are many questions and 
it will not be proper to comment on 
there. We fell any question raised by 
Indian Citizen, be it political or raised 
by the media or by an Army man. We 
should not discuss such matters in the 
interest of the nation. If we don’t keep 
this in mind, this can be disastrous 
for the nation. We are there because 
of the nation and if the nation is not 
there where will we be. It is my appeal 
to the Media that we should look at 
our nation’s interest before entering 
into any Kind of debate or discussion.  
Wednesday, 28th March 2012

Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC
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