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On 22nd May, 2012 the UPA II completed three years of its term. The  second 
tenure of the UPA has had its share of difficulties but the achievements by far 

over weigh the difficulties and much has been achieved. A document highlighting 
the achievements was released by the UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi and 
the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

Besides the global challenges to our economy there has been an irresponsible 
tirade by some anti Congress groups leveling all kinds of allegations against the 
Government in a bid to destabilize our political system. What forces are behind 
this tirade and what do they really hope to achieve, since they purport to be non 
political entities and do not want to get elected to participate in Government 
functioning to provide a direction is a baffling thought. If they would come out as 
a political dispensation they would display their objectives and ideologies much 
more clearly. The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi in her introductory 
remarks said “Today we are facing many challenges. In a democracy it is the 
right of the opposition to oppose. But these days in a conspiratorial manner the 
Opposition Parties and some anti-Congress groups are leveling baseless charges 
against the Prime Minister, The UPA Government, the Organization and our other 
allies. This is most unfortunate. We have to fight this challenge boldly both at the 
Party and at the Government level.”

The key to success lies in facing the barbed attacks of the opposition with 
Unity and fortitude. If we are united as a party there is no way that any party 
can overtake us. The Congress Led UPA has amongst them the most brilliant 
minds and statesmen. The vision of our great departed leaders is assimilated in 
the programs set by Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi. We have consistent 
policies which have stood the test of time and have kept us as the leading party 
in the country for tens of decades. Our policies are all inclusive and are focused 
on the Aam aadmi and our rural brethren. Congress President said “Our vision is 
clear towards bringing a political culture which is transparent and answerable”. 
The achievements of the UPA II are many and cover all social aspects of our 
country. We have nothing to fear about boldly going to the public with our myriad 
achievement.  

Everything can be achieved and the party can continue for a long time to provide 
the leadership which would make India the power it has set out to become. All 
that is lacking is that the personal ambitions of some people are coming in the 
way and the party men defeat the selected party men who are chosen to represent 
the party in elections. The Congress persons will have to realize that it is not 
about personal gains and losses but about being a part of the party which has 
the capability and vision to take India’s progress ahead by leaps and bounds. The 
country has progressed under the Congress which has provided the political and 
economic direction which in turn has provided stability to the region.

India is not isolated that it would not be affected by the happenings in the Global 
system. The collapse of the banking system one by one all over the World, in USA 
and Europe has brought the rapid progress which was visible in the developed 
world to a sudden halt. Growth in these countries has become almost zero if 
not negative. These were our markets where we sold our goods. Their financial 
recession has reduced their capability to buy our goods or invest in ventures 
in other countries. A lot of capital invested in India has been withdrawn due to 
needs in their own system. It has its effects on us. It has reduced the size of our 
economy. Even then there is still substantial growth in the economy. The economic 
outlook is looking up. The PM and the FM have assured that measures will be 
taken to kick start the stagnating economy. They have done it before. Let’s have 
the confidence that it will happen again in a short while and the economic growth 
will again pick up as in the past. v
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It is time for the country to elect its 

13th President since Independence. 

The UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia 

Gandhi after consultation with the 

allies announced the name of Sh. 

Pranab Mukherjee as the nominee of 

the UPA for this coveted post.

Sh. Pranab Mukherjee has had a 

political career spanning over five 

decades. In his stride he has been 

making friends across the spectrum 

of political parties. He has held 

important portfolios in various 

Cabinets. He has the quality of 

making himself indispensable due to 

his vast experience in governance and 

his knowledge, spread over so many 

areas. He was fielded to promote the 

point of view of the party and the 

Government on many occasions. 

Whenever he was trusted with such 

a responsibility he always came 

out with success. This has won him 

respect within the Congress party and 

even the parties which have been in 

opposition. His views are heard by all 

attentively and respected.

We wish to congratulate Smt. Sonia 

Gandhi on her wisdom as also the 

other Political parties in the UPA to 

have selected such an able person 

for such an eminent position where 

he would do the country proud. As 

a person who has the knowledge 

experience and respect of everyone 

would do justice to the position for 

which he has been selected by UPA. 

We wish him all success. 
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BUILDING A STRONG INDIA
The editorial ‘Building A strong Reliant India’ (Congress 
Sandesh, April 2012) is thought provoking and needs 
to be understood, analysed, interpreted and adopted 
in totality by the politicians particularly those in 
opposition.

Opposition for the sake of opposition is bad politics 
and is a hindrance for strengthening democracy in 
India. Let the opposition leaders learn to be faithful 
to the intentions of the will of people (who have given 
them the mandate to sit on the opposition seats in 
the parliament – not for walkouts) as advocated by 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar who is known to the world as an 
outstanding economist as also a Dalit messiah. His 
economic wisdom is relevant even today to cope up the 
global economic crisis through his cannons for public 
expenditure in 1949, while discussing the functions of 
the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG).

-Dr. M.M. Goel
Kurukshetra

RAhULjI hAS BECOME IDOL 
Of MANy

I should congratulate the editor, Congress Sandesh for 
publishing rare photographs and pictures like Dandi 
March, three martyrs etc. having immense historical 
values.

In March, 2012 issue rare qualities of Rahul Gandhi 
have been mentioned in ‘Comment’. Having such a 
remarkable political family background inheriting 
from distinguished and highly respected leaders like 
Panditji, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, Rahulji has a 
modest behaviour – paying regard to senior Congress 
leaders by seeking their advice on different issues. At 
times his radical stand in decisions reflect his separate 
identify of a future leader of the nation.

But close watch is necessary on each state unit 
Congressmen and women, particularly those belonging 
to youth and students fronts can successfully materialize 
Rahul Gandhi’s vision. His recent effort to democratize 
the YC and NSUI are an important step.

“Calm and composed in the face of political opposition” 
Soniaji has become a “role model for Indian women” 
as rightly assessed by honourable CM of Delhi, in same 
issue of ‘Sandesh’. For having reasonable outlook and 
calm image Rahulji also has become an ideal of Indian 
Youth already in different parts of our country.

-Smt. Chhanda Bagchi
Kolkata (W.B)

MAkE ORGANIzATION STRONG
If the Congress Organization is strong then the country 
too will be strong I would like to make a suggestion, 
that all the observers sent by the Party high command 
to look out for prospective winning candidates for the 
coming election should be clean in character and should 
refrain from petty politics, who do not encourage the 
politics of groupism. Because these are the reasons 
which have hurt the party most during the recent 
elections. I hope that the party high command keeps 
these problems in mind in selecting party observers.

-Ravindra Kumar Sharma
Shikarpur, West Champaran, Bihar

GLORIOUS CONGRESS hISTORy
Congress Party has a glorious history since its inception. 
It was the struggle and sacrifice made by the Congress 
leaders who started the freedom struggle under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi and the awakening 
spread throughout the country. The common man 
too joined in for the demand of freedom. The country 
was ultimately freed on 15th August, 1947 and Pandit 
Nehru became the first Prime Minister of India. It was 
Nehruji who wanted that India should have global 
status and be modern. So big dams and steel plants 
were erected to make the country self reliant and 
prosperous. Thereafter, the country continued to make 
rapid progress under Indira Gandhiji, Shri Rajiv Gandhiji 
and now Dr. Manmohan Singhji, all from the Congress 
Party. Under the guidance of the Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi the country will continue to make 
more progress.

-Md. Tanvir Sheikh
Dewas, MP

PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES
Assembly elections will be held in many states in 
the near future and the Congress Party should start 
searching for winning candidates for these elections. 
I would like to suggest that the representatives of the 
party leadership should chalk out a programme and 
talk to the would be candidates whether they know 
about the party workers at booth level. They should 
start preparing for the next Lok Sabha elections to be 
held in 2014 and start their campaign. They should also 
ask prospective candidates for Lok Sabha elections to 
go out and meet the prospective Assembly elections 
candidates. They should start party campaign from now 
on because the voters will come to know the Congress 
candidates in advance and not to have someone dumped 
just at the time of elections.

-Raghunath Prasad
Gopalganj, Bihar

LETTERS TO ThE EDITOR
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I welcome you all to this meeting 
today.

Today we are facing many challenges. 
In a democracy it is the right of the 
opposition to oppose. But these 
days in a conspiratorial manner 
the Opposition Parties and some 
anti-Congress groups are leveling 
baseless charges against the Prime 
Minister, The UPA Government, the 
Organization and our other allies. 
This is most unfortunate. We have 
to fight this challenge boldly both 
at the Party and at the Government 
level. In addition there are the 
problems which have a concern 
with the lives of a common man. 
There are economic problems. The 
entire World is passing through a 
stage of Crisis and we have to face 
these problems and we are also 
doing so.

Only on this 22nd May, the UPA 
in its second tenure completed 
its three years in Government. 
The report that we have placed 
before the public is a document 
of our achievements despite the 

difficulties we have faced.

There is no doubt that making of 
policies is one matter but it is even 
more important to see how they are 
implemented. It is obvious that in 
the implementation of the schemes 
the States play an important role. 
The Non Congress Governments 
in the States do not cooperate in 
the manner as is expected from all 
State Governments in a Democracy. 
Despite that we are not letting any 
deficiency to arise at our end.

In Coming days many states are 
going to have their elections to 
choose a new Government. The 
Lok Sabha will be elected in 2014. 
We have to be prepared for them 
also. We have to strengthen the 
organization at all levels. But most 
important of all we all have to work 
with unity.

The amount of energy we waste 
in Groupism, Useless talks and 
useless works, if we were to only 
spend half of it on strengthening the 
party our strength would increase 

by two folds. The impression that 
people will have of us, the face 
of the party as visioned by the 
people will be the way people 
will behave with us. When people 
measure us politically then we are 
not evaluated as an individual but 
as an organization, as a Congress 
worker. Not understanding this 
depth is a great fault. It is a matter 
for all of us to be alert. It is matter 
of caution and challenge.

So far as the question of my vision I 
have great faith in our countrymen 
and Congress workers. Our workers 
can face any challenge. The only 
condition is that we should not lose 
our confidence in our political play. 
In the last 126 years of its history the 
Congress has depended upon this 
inner strength and morale to face all 
challenges and made history. If we 
were to treat this inner strength as 
our true wealth and proceed ahead 
then we can reach any destination. 
We will get the support of our 
countrymen. We have to succeed. v

We all have to work with unity : 
Sonia Gandhi

CWC MEET

Opening speech of Congress President at the CWC extended Meet on 4th June, 2012 at Parliament 
House Annexe, New Delhi

Congress President Smt Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh alongwith senior party leaders at the Extended Congress Working 
Committee meeting at Parliament House Annexe in New Delhi on Monday, 4 June 2012.
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CWC MEET

1. Poverty is declining faster than it 
did before the UPA took charge. 

2. Real wages in and out are increasing 
faster than before. 

3. Agriculture growth has accelerated. 
Record food grain production 

4. Slow down - 2011-12 - 7% remains 
one of the highest in the world. 

5. Ensuring economic security. Funds 
for agriculture, rural development 
and social sector. 

6. Mahatma Gandhi national rural 
employment guarantee scheme 
reaches one out of every four 
house-hold. 

7. Large investment in health sector 
showing results. Health indicator 
such as infant mortality rate and 
total fertility rate show continuous 
decline. Institutional deliveries 
have gone up. 

8. No child Polio case have been 
reported since 2011 and WHO has 
removed India from the list of Polio 
endemic countries. 

9. Focus on education - 5 lakh new 
classrooms, opening of more 
than 51,000 new primary schools. 
6.8lakh teachers appointed in the 
last two years. 

10. Support prices to farmers have 
increased substantially. Farmers 
r e s p o n d e d  h a n d s o m e l y  b y 
producing record crops of wheat, 
rice, cotton and pulses. PDS prices 
not changed since 2003. 

11. Food grain stocks record level in 
our history. 

12. More than Rs. 2 lakh crores 
disbursed to 2.7 crore marginal 
and small farmers as bank loan. 

13. India record fastest growing 
Telecom market in the world. 10 
crores new telephone connections 
added last year - more than 4 crore 
in rural areas, 62,000 villages 
connected with village public 
telephones during the years. 

14. Under e-governance plan 1 lakh 
villages are now part of common 
service centers for easy electronic 
delivery of public service. 

15. Shortage of skilled manpower. 

16. Energy - Power generation 20,000 
MW equal to entire capacity added 
during the 10th Plan. 

17. Emphasis on renewable energy 
connected to our grids - 25,000 
MW - 5000 MW - added in 2011-12. 
Harnessing wind, solar, bio power 
as never before. 

18. Empowerment of SCs, STs, other 
backward classes and minorities. 

19. Indigenous development advanced 
technology by our scientists. 
Flawless test launch of Agni 5 
long range Ballistic missiles and 
successful follicular and launch 
of all weather imaging RISA-I 
celebrate historic achievement. 

Internal Security 

20. Levels of violence in J&K came 
down.

21. Naxal affected districts remain 
a problem area. Law and order  
and development. 

External Relations 

22. Increasing interactions with the 
world and our growing global 
status.

23. Success of fourth BRICS summit 
i l lustrated the potential for 
multifaceted cooperation among 
emerging economies. 

24. Concerted efforts to improve 
relation with neighbors - relation 
with major powers remained 
strong and vibrant. 

25. External development partnership 
with Africa. 

Challenges

26. Uncertainties in global economy - 
adverse external eco environment. 

27. Commodity prices - Oil - rising due 
to tensions with Iran and uncertain 
prospects in West Asia. 

28. Pressure on balance of payments - 
fiscal situation has to be carefully 
managed. 

29. Modernizing methods, technologies 
and system to deal with security 
challenges. 

30. 30. Work to build a peaceful 
periphery.

31. 31. Right of children to free and 

compulsory education Act. 

32. Mid-day meals programme - 
10.52 crores children provided 
hot cooked meals in 12.18 lakh 
elementary schools - world, largest 
daily school meal programme. 

33. Infant mortality rate 2010 - 47 per 
1000 live birth - - 3 points decline 
over 2009. 

34. Community owned decentralized 
health delivery system. 7.8 lakh 
Ashas - positioned with drug kit. 

35. Post Matric scholarship scheme for 
SC students - 48 lakh students, 16.47 
lakh ST students, other backward 
classes - 17 lakh students. 

36. Scheduled Tribes and other 
traditional forest dwellers Act, 
2006 - upto March, 2012 - 12.50 
lakh miles covering forest area 
of 17.60 lakh hectares have been 
distributed. 

37. Targeting benefits of development 
to minorities. 

38. Pre-metric education - 55.29 lakh 
scholarships (615.47 crores). 

39. Post Matric - 7 lakh scholarships - 
362.99 crores. 

40. Multi-sectoral districts plan for 90 
minorities concentration districts. 

•	 These are difficult times for 
our country and our economy, 
caused to a very large extent by 
circumstances over which we have 
little or no control. These are times 
when our will and determination 
are being tested. We must stay 
the course. We must have faith in 
ourselves. 

•	 We must not lose sight of the fact 
that we have performed very well 
over a sustained period. We have 
delivered high growth rates and 
implemented programs for social 
and economic inclusion on a scale 
never seen before. We have taken 
unprecedented steps to empower 
our citizens. We have made every 
effort to fulfill the promises that we 
made to the aam aadmi. 

•	 The Congress party is a party 
whose policies, programs and 

Points mentioned by the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh ji in  the meeting of the Extended 
Congress Working Committee held on 4th June, 2012 at Parliament Annexe, New Delhi.:-

continued on page 6
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CWC MEET

CWC Briefing

Sh r i  J a n a r d a n  D w i v e d i 
addressing the Media said that 

as you have been told earlier that 
the extended meeting of the CWC 
was held at 11 a.m.  Those who 
attended were CWC members, 
Permanent Invitee, Special Invitee, 
PCC Presidents, CLP Leaders, 
Organizational chiefs, CPP Office-
bearer and Party spokespersons.

In total, 115 people were invited.  
Some could not attend due to 
various reasons.  Of the total, 98 
people were present out of which 
42 people presented their views.  
First condolence resolutions were 
taken up – Shri Vasant Sathe, 
Shri S.Bangarappa,  Shri MOH 
Farookh and Shri NKP Salve are 
not amongst us.  They were senior 
leaders of our Party.  Condolence 
was paid to those who were not 
amongst us and two minute silence 
was observed.  Thereafter, opening 
comments were made by the 
Congress President.  The copy of 
which has been made available to 
you.  

Shr i  Pranabj i  spoke  on  the 
economic situation and some 
political issues.  He is in front of 
you and would talk to you. Then 
the Prime Minister spoke. The gist 
and the salient points have already 
been given to you.  After all the 
speakers had put their views, Shri 
Pranabji presented one resolution 
in which the right of selection of 
the name for the post of President 
and Vice President of India was  
given to Congress President.  The 
content of which I am reading 
before you.

“This meeting of the Congress 
Working Committee authorizes 
the Congress President to select 

the party candidates for the 
forthcoming elections to the 
President and the Vice President 
of the country”.  

The  reso lu t ion  was  passed 
unanimous ly.   The  meet ing 
conc luded  wi th  conc lud ing 
message by the Congress President 
and I now request Shri Pranabji to 
talk to you.

 Shri Pranab Mukherjee addressed 
the media. 

 Shri Pranab Mukherjee said, as 
Janardan Ji has already pointed 
out, the working committee met 
and the discussion continued for a 
very long period except for a short 
break of lunch for about half an 
hour. The entire political situation 
was reviewed by the Members. 
They have expressed their views. 
I gave the brief background of 
the economic situation relating to 
our economy. No doubt there has 
been slow down. Growth for the 
year 2011-12 as projected by the 
latest figure of CSO stands at 6.5%. 
I explained the reasons for that. 
Petroleum prices were discussed; 
naturally nobody is happy at 
the increase of the petroleum 
prices on petroleum products. 
I also explained to them and I 
also informed the Members that 
I have written to Chief Ministers 
of various States indicating how 
much revenue are collected by 
each respective State and how 
much revenue is collected by the 
central government in the form of 
excise duty from that State. You 
may be aware that while replying 
to the debate on the Finance Bill 
in the Lok Sabha, I mentioned 
that if it happens that petroleum 

Shri Janardan Dwivedi and Shri Pranab Mukherjee  
addressed the media

promises are focused on the well 
being of the common man. We 
are all proud of the philosophy 
of our party. We are proud of the 
legacy of our great leaders like 
Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Nehru, 
Sardar Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, Indira Gandhi ji and Rajiv 
Gandhi ji. It is our responsibility to 
build upon the work of these great 
leaders. 

•	 It is very important for all the 
leaders and workers of the 
Congress party to educate the 
public about the ‘canards and 
falsehoods being spread by those 
who are opposed to us. Every day 
one hears of astronomical sums of 
black money that can be brought 
back in one stroke. It is alleged 
that in every area of its activity, 
our government has swindled 
unbelievable amounts of money. 
Nothing can’ be farther from the 
truth. 

•	 The truth is that our government 
is fully committed to tackle the 
menace of corruption in public 
life, and bring about transparency 
and accountability in the work of 
government authorities. And we 
have proved this by taking action 
on multiple fronts. The legislative 
and administrative action we have 
taken in this area speaks for itself. 

•	 The misinformation being spread 
by disparate, desperate elements, 
unified only by their opposition 
to our government, needs to be 
tackled effectively. 

•	 I have no doubt that that with hard 
work and commitment we can tide 
over these difficult times that our 
country faces. Asl have said before- 
it is only the Congress party that 
can take the country forward on 
a path of progress in which each 
and every citizen shares the fruits 
of development. “It is only the 
Congress party that can carry with 
it all sections of our society. We 
have an onerous responsibility on 
our shoulders. And we must not fail 
this responsibility. I have no doubt 
that we will emerge stronger from 
these testing times. v

continued from page 5

continued on page 32
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RAhUL GANDhI’S kARNATAkA VISIT

Davangere (karnataka) All-India Congress 
Committee General Secretary, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi on 3rd June, 2012 said the party was 
not defeated by the Bharatiya Janata Party, but 
by the Congress itself in Karnataka, and called 
upon its leaders and workers to sink differences 
and work unitedly. 

He said those who did not get the party ticket 
to contest elections worked against the official 
candidates. 

He called upon workers and leaders to keep the 
interests of the party above personal ambitions 
and work as a team. 

He asked party leaders to decide whether they 
want to come to power in the State or remain in 

the Opposition. 

Addressing elected members of Zilla panchayats, 
Taluk panchayats ,  Ci ty  corporat ions , 
municipalities, town municipalities, after an 
interaction with them here, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
blamed internal squabbles for the party not 
winning the last elections and said the Congress 
would not come to power in Karnataka unless 
there was accountability and discipline in the 
party.

He noted that the block Congress leaders and 
party workers at the taluk and district level had 
blamed internal squabbles for the party’s poor 

‘We brought about our own downfall’
Urges party leaders and workers to sink differences

show.

Criticizing ticket aspirants who camp in Delhi 
for months to influence central leaders, he 
said that such a system should go and the 
right candidates at district level should be 
nominated. 

Shri Gandhi said “dedicated” youth and those 
who had worked for the party for years would 
be given prominence in the next elections and 
he told party workers not to come to Delhi 
seeking ticket. 

Party leaders Shri M. Mallikarjun Kharge and 
Shri M. Veerappa Moily, Shri Siddaramaiah, 
Smt. Motamma, Shri Madhusudan Mistry, Shri 
Mani Shankar Aiyar, Shri G. Parameshwara, 
Shri Shamanur Shivashankarappa and Shri 

B.K. Hariprasad were present. v
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60Th ANNIVERSARy

I too on this occasion welcome all 
my colleagues of the UPA.

During the last one year we have 
faced many storms both inside 
and outside the Parliament. But 
we have tried to present ourselves 
with a collective commitment 
and objective. We have remained 
steadfast on our programmes and 
the priorities of our government. 
We are fully conscience of the 
responsibi l i t ies  which have 
been bestowed upon us by our 
countrymen and their expectations 
from us.

The achievements of UPA – 2 are 
unique. We will not give anyone a 
chance to show them lesser than any 
other. Whatever we have done, the 
Prime Minister has just explained 
about it in detail. Therefore, I 
would just mention about a few 
of them. Whatever new initiatives 
we had taken during the tenure 
of UPA – 1, we have made them 
sturdier. Mahatma Gandhi NREGA 
has become an even more effective 
instrument in bringing change 
in rural India than before. Social 
security programmes of the workers 
in the unorganized sector and the 
health insurance schemes have 
been expanded. National Rural life 
Mission which has been prepared 
under the name of “Ajivika”, will 
give an impetus to the speed of work 
through out the country for women 
and self – help groups. Definite 

purchase by government from 
business of Dalits and Adivasi traders 
will give more encouragement. 
Various education schemes for the 
minorities and backward class have 
given an opportunity for them to be 
empowered in a true sense. New 
programmes like Maternal Security 
Scheme has left a special effect. 
The loan amount to farmers has 
been enhanced enormously. With 
the implementation of schemes like 
‘Aadhar’, the benefit will effectively 
reach the poor.

Apart from this much more has 
been done which you will see in 
the Progress Report which has just 
been released.

Today is an occasion, when we 
remember our basic principles 
on the basis of which the UPA 
was formed. We are committed in 
making our secular values strong. 
We have taken special pledge to 
remove the problems of the weaker 
sections and in particular of the 
women. Our faith is for the better 
future of our farmers, workers and 
of all our countrymen. We are all 
together to keep the rate of our 
economic growth moving, that rate 
of growth which is all – inclusive and 
stable. “Our vision is clear towards 
bringing a political culture which is 
transparent and answerable”.

Our political opponents seem to 
talk a bit loudly and aggressively. 

Sometimes they put irresponsible 
aspersions on us. But we have 
maintained our respect, dignity and 
noble etiquette. We sincerely feel 
that the people have handed over a 
responsibility to us and we have to 
fulfill, that with hard labour and in 
a proper way.

Nowadays, there is a thinking that 
there are several challenges in the 
path of India’s development. Surely, 
it is tough time for all countries and 
we are not an exception. But there is 
no room for loosing heat. Since the 
time the UPA took over the reigns, 
India has fundamentally moved on 
the path of a high growth rate. Due 
to this we have been able to provide 
large sums of money for social 
welfare and rural development 
works. This is the only reason 
that the Centre has allocated large 
economic assistance to all states 
which was never done before. We 
have to maintain this progress so 
that we can continue to achieve 
those big goals.

Friends, we are aware that we have 
only two years left before seeking 
a new mandate from the people of 
our country. We are also aware that 
this mandate is not based on our 
promises, but is based on our work 
and how we performed. This is an 
occasion when we have to once 
again reiterate our commitment and 
dedication for the prosperity and 
progress of our people.   v

Our economic growth is 
inclusive and stable: Sonia Gandhi
The UPA chairperson’s address during the presentation of the report to the public on completion 
of three years of the second term of the UPA – 2 Government at 7, Race Course Road – New Delhi 

on 22nd May, 2012
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“It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you all to this function to mark the 

completion of the third year of the second 
UPA government. 

I believe that the annual Report to 
the People that we are releasing today 
presents an objective statement of what 
we have achieved in office over the 
past year. I welcome an informed and 
constructive debate on our performance. 

I will be the first to say we need to do 
better. But let no one doubt that we have 
achieved much. 

Despite an adverse international 
economic environment, the Indian 
economy grew by about 7 percent in 
2011-12, which is amongst the highest in 
the world. Sustained high rates of growth 
during the UPA government’s tenure 
have enabled us to pursue our agenda of 
inclusive and equitable growth and put 
lot more resources in social sector such 
as education and health. 

I will highlight some of the achievements 
of our policies that aim to bring succour 
to the aam aadmi.

· Poverty has declined at twice the rate 
that it did before the UPA Government’s 
tenure. 

· There have been notable successes in 
agriculture. The agricultural growth 
rate has risen to 3.3% per annum in the 
11th Five Year Plan as against 2.3% per 
annum in the 10th Five Year Plan. Rural 
wages have also increased. Farmers 
have been given handsome prices for 
their crops. This year has seen record 
foodgrain production, crossing 250 
million tonnes for the first time in our 
history. 

· More than Rs 2 lakh crores was 
disbursed to 2.75 crore marginal and 
small farmers as loans. 

· Primary school enrolment has become 
near universal. We have opened 51,000 
schools and appointed 6.8 lakh teachers 
in the last two years. 

· India has been declared polio-free by 
the international agency, the World 
Health Organisation. 

· The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme now 
reaches one out of five households in 
the country. 

· India was the second fastest growing 

telecom market in the world. We 
added nearly 10 crore new telephone 
connections last year, including more 
than 4 crore in rural areas. 

· We added new power generation 
capacity of 20,000 MW last year which 
is almost equal to the capacity added 
during the entire 10th Five Year Plan 
Period. We provided 35 lakh new 
electricity connections in rural India 
last year.

Affirmative measures to help expand 
opportunities for Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward 
Classes, minorities and women are a top 
priority for the UPA government. These 
efforts are being intensified. 

Last year saw the flawless test launch of the 
Agni-5 long range ballistic missile and the 
successful fabrication and launch of the 
RISAT-1 satellite which can take images 
even in cloudy weather. I congratulate our 
scientists and our technologists for these 
great achievements. 

The internal security scenario has 
by and large been satisfactory. The 
peaceful conduct of Panchayat elections 
in Kashmir and the high voter turnout 
show that things are changing in the 
State. The scourge of Naxalism however 
continues to be a major problem and I 
seek the cooperation of all the concerned 
State Governments to tackle this menace. 

In foreign policy, there were significant 
developments in our relations with our 
neighbours, notably with Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Myanmar. The success of 
the BRICS Summit held in New Delhi 
reflects India’s growing presence on the 
world stage. As a responsible member of 
the United Nations Security Council and 
other international fora, we have made 
important contributions in addressing 
global issues.

Despite these real and solid achievements, 
there are undoubtely uncertainties and a 
large unfinished agenda before us. We will 
attend to these tasks firmly.

Difficult decisions have to be taken on 
both spending and revenue mobilisation. 
Both the Centre and the States have to 
be fiscally responsible. We also have to 
remove implementation bottlenecks that 
are preventing large projects from getting 
off the ground. We have to quicken the 
pace of implementation of our policies 

of inclusive growth, particularly in the 
areas of health and education. We need to 
improve coordination between the Centre 
and States on important issues that face 
our country. 

Some people have questioned the 
sustainability of our growth process. I 
am confident we will prove the skeptics 
wrong. I recognise that we face pressures 
on our balance of payments and that 
the fiscal situation requires careful 
management. Determined measures are 
needed to boost the climate for industrial 
investment, both domestic and foreign. An 
urgent priority is to resolve issues relating 
to land acquisition, resettlement and the 
environment. We need to strengthen 
our food security system by building 
more storage capacity. We must address 
the scourge of malnutrition through 
multi-dimensional interventions. We 
need to scale up our skill development 
programme. 

We know there is public frustration and 
anger on the issue of corruption. I wish 
to assure our people that we are working 
sincerely to address this issue through 
both legislative and administrative 
measures. Legislation is before Parliament 
to establish a Lokpal, ensure time-bound 
delivery of public goods and services and 
judicial accountability. 

We are trying to ensure exemplary 
punishment to the guilty while also 
ensuring that public servants feel secure 
in taking bona fide decisions that are in 
the national interest. 

I am confident that the resilience and hard 
work of our people, supported by actions 
of our government, will ensure that our 
economy bounces back. 

I pledge that the UPA government will 
work with renewed determination to 
pursue these national tasks. 

I urge all political parties to rise above 
partisan considerations and strengthen 
our hands so that India can face the 
uncertain global environment with 
greater confidence and rise united to the 
challenges we face as a nation. 

As we enter our ninth year in office, 
I reiterate the commitment of our 
Government to remain faithful to the 
values, the objectives and the policies that 
have brought new hope to millions of our 
fellow citizens. Jai Hind.” v

UPA Government will work with renewed 
determination to pursue national tasks

Prime Minister’s speech on third anniversary of UPA-2 government

UPA-II ANNIVERSARy
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PRIME MINISTER

foreword

In 2009, the people of India gave the 
United Progressive Alliance a renewed 
mandate for continuing its agenda of 
building a modern, secular and plural 
India. They reaffirmed their faith in 
our policies aimed at bringing about 
balanced and inclusive social and 
economic growth in the country and 
providing equal opportunities to each 
and every citizen to live a life of dignity 
and fulfillment.

I have great pleasure in presenting 
the Report to the People for the year 
2011-12, which highlights what the 
government has done for the people in 
the third year of its term and some of 
the emergent challenges that face the 
government and the nation.

In the last year we have worked hard to 
live up to the people’s expectation, as 
we did in the preceding seven years. We 
have made good progress in the goals 
that we have set for ourselves. There is 
evidence that poverty is declining faster 
than it did before the UPA took charge. 
Real agricultural wages are increasing 
faster than before. Agricultural growth 
has accelerated and we have a record 
foodgrain production.

The Indian economy has weathered 
what has been a very difficult year for the 
world economy. Most countries slowed 
down and many have experienced social 
upheaval. We too slowed down, but our 
growth in 2011-12, at around 7 per cent, 
remains one of the highest in the world.

Notwithstanding the difficulties that we 
are facing, I am convinced that we will 
prove the doomsayers who claim that 
India’s economy is in retreat wrong, 
as we have often done in the past. We 
should keep the faith in the hard work, 
ingenuity and resilience of our farmers, 
workers, industrialists, engineers and 
scientists.

Our first priority has been to ensure the 
economic security and well being of our 
people. We have pursued this objective 
by enhancing funds for agriculture, rural 
development and the social sectors, and 
extending other facilities to the common 
man. Let me give you some noteworthy 
examples of what we have done.

UPA Government REPORT  
TO THE PEOPLE 2011-2012

• The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme now 
reaches one of every five households in 
the country annually and more than 5 
crore accounts have so far been opened 
in over 97,000 post offices in our villages 
through the scheme.

• More than 30 lakh additional residents 
in rural and tribal areas were covered 
under Rural Postal Life Insurance during 
last year. 

• Our large investments in the health 
sector are yielding results. Health 
indicators such as Infant Mortality 
Rate and Total Fertility Rate showed 
continuous decline. The number of 
institutional deliveries has gone up. No 
wild polio case has been reported since 
January 2011 and the WHO has removed 
India from the list of polio-endemic 
countries. We have made a commitment 
to increase healthcare funding to 2.5% of 
the national GDP by the end of the next 
Five Year Plan.

• Our focus on education has led to the 
building of nearly 5 lakh new classrooms 
and opening of more than 51,000 new 
primary and upper primary schools 
in the country.  Additionally, 6.8 lakh 
teachers have been appointed during 
the last 2 years.

• More than 20 crore people have 
enrolled through multiple registrars 
under the Unique Identi f icat ion 
Authority of India. This will enable 
them to claim public service facilities 
in a transparent manner.

• Support prices to farmers have 
been increased substantially and our 
farmers have responded magnificently 
by producing record crops of wheat, 
rice, cotton and pulses.

• Food stocks are today at record levels 
in our history.

• More than Rs 2 lakh crore were 
disbursed to 2.75 crore marginal and 
small farmers as loans.  The robust 
services sector of the economy continues 
to achieve a growth rate of above 9% 
providing good quality jobs. India 
remained the second fastest growing 
Telecom market in the world with nearly 
10 crore new telephone connections 
added during last year, including more 
than 4 crore in rural areas. More than 

62,000 villages were connected with 
Village Public Telephones during the 
year.

The value of output of the Information 
Technology sector crossed a milestone 
of $100 billion this year. Under our 
e-Governance plan, more than 1 lakh 
villages are now part of

Common Service Centres for easy 
electronic delivery of public services.

But we are conscious that there is 
much that we need to do if we are 
to sustain the strong growth rates 
we have seen in the services sector. 
There is a huge shortage of adequately 
skilled manpower on the horizon. We 
have to work quickly to scale up the 
higher education and skill development 
infrastructure to produce the quality 
and quantity of manpower required to 
support the projected expansion of key 
sectors like information technology.

Energy security and the pattern of 
energy use are critical issues for a 
rapidly growing economy such as ours. 
We are trying to expand our capacity to 
meet the rapidly growing

demand. We provided 34 lakh new BPL 
electricity connections and electrified 
around 8,000 villages during the year 
2011-12. We added new power generation 
capacity of about 20,000 MW during 
2011-12 which is a record and almost 
equal to the capacity added during the 
entire Tenth Five Year Plan.

Our  re f inery  sector  has  shown 
phenomenal growth. Two new refineries 
came on line in Bina and Bhatinda and 
refining capacity of about 25 MMTPA 
was added during the year, increasing 
the total capacity to about 213 MMTPA.

We are conscious of the long term 
need to shift to a pattern of energy use 
that is sustainable and preserves our 
environment and ecological harmony. 
Expanding clean and renewable energy 
sources is a key action area in our 
energy security strategy.

The total installed capacity of renewable 
power connected to our grids has 
reached about 25,000 MW, of which 5,000 
MW was added during the year, again 
a record for a year. We are harnessing 
wind, solar and bio-power as never 
before. These efforts are helping us light 
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up small hamlets and villages in remote 
corners of our country without harming 
the environment. We will continue these 
efforts and expand them.

The UPA government’s initiative to 
break the international shackles on 
our nuclear programme is yielding 
dividends. The year saw the highest 
ever generation of nuclear  power and 
nuclear fuel production also reached a 
record high. Seven new nuclear power 
stations  are under construction. The 
government is totally committed to 
enforcing the highest international 
standards of safety and security in 
our nuclear plants. The Nuclear Safety 
Regulatory Authority Bill 2011 has been 
introduced in Parliament.

Our efforts to expand opportunities 
for empowerment and employment of 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, 
Other Backward Classes, minorities and 
women are the bedrock of our policies 
of inclusive growth. We have intensified 
monitoring of the many schemes that 
affirmatively support such efforts.

The year marked major milestones in the 
indigenous development of advanced 
technology by our scientific community. 
The flawless test launch of the Agni-V 
long range ballistic missile and the 
successful fabrication and launch 
of the all-weather imaging RISAT-1 
satellite were historic achievements that 
made the nation proud yet again of its 
scientific community.

The country’s internal and external 
security environment has by and large 
been satisfactory. Levels of violence 
in Jammu and Kashmir, in Naxal 
affected areas and in the North East 
have been under control. In Jammu 
and Kashmir, Panchayat elections 
were held peacefully after a long gap. 
People turned out in large numbers 
to vote and reaffirm their faith in the 
democratic process. In the North East, 
the government has been able to bring 
a number of groups into the democratic 
mainstream. We are continuously 
working with state governments facing 
Left Wing Extremist threats. Incidents 
of violence in areas affected by such 
activities and the number of fatalities 
are declining.

However, we have to be eternally 
vigilant and remain one step ahead 
of our adversaries who continually 
threaten our peaceful way of life.

Our external relations grew apace with 
our increasing interactions with the 
world and  our growing global stature. 

We dealt with myriad global challenges 
as a non-permanent member of the 
United Nations Security Council. The 
success of the Fourth BRICS Summit in 
India illustrated the potential for multi-
faceted cooperation among emerging 
economies.

Our concerted efforts to improve 
relations with all our neighbours 
continued to bear rich dividends, while 
our relations with the major powers 
remained strong and vibrant. We also 
enhanced our development partnership 
activities with fellow developing 
countries, particularly in Africa.

Let me assure you that the government 
is very conscious that the people of 
the country demand and deserve much 
greater transparency and accountability 
in governance. I want to assure the 
nation that the UPA government is 
committed to reduce corruption and 
harassment of ordinary citizens in 
government offices.

We have brought in an array of legislative 
and administrative measures to achieve 
this task.

A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  ‘ L o k p a l  a n d 
Lokayuktas Bill, 2011’ was passed by 
the Lok Sabha in December and awaits 
passage in the Rajya Sabha. ‘The Whistle 
Blowers Protection Bill 2011’ to provide 
protection to whistle-blowers was 
passed by the Lok Sabha.

‘The Right of Citizens for Time-Bound 
Delivery of Goods and Services and 
Redressal of their Grievances Bill’ will 
make the Citizens’ Charter statutory 
and endow the public with the right to 
delivery of goods and services within a 
reasonable time.

India ratified the United Nations 
Convention Against Corruption in 
May, 2011. With a view to ensuring 
full compliance with this Convention, 
‘The Prevention of Bribery of Foreign 
Public Officials and Officials of Public 
International Organizations Bill 2011’ 
was introduced in the Lok Sabha.

T h e  J u d i c i a l  S t a n d a r d s  a n d 
Accountability Bill, which has been 
passed by the Lok Sabha, will help 
streamline our overburdened judicial 
system and hasten delivery of justice.

The country faces difficult times. There 
are uncertainties in the global economy 
and an adverse external economic 
environment. There are pressures on our 
balance of payments and fiscal position 
which we have to manage carefully. 
We need to find practical ways of 

reconciling the imperatives of industrial 
growth with the concerns and fears of 
local communities. We need to take 
hard decisions that will help preserve 
the environment for future generations 
and the sustainability of our growth. 
Many challenges remain on the internal 
security front and the Union and the 
States have to strengthen coordination 
to modernise the methods, technologies 
and systems with which we deal with 
security challenges. We have to work 
to build a peaceful periphery where 
our neighbours see their prosperity in 
our own.

In all these national endeavours, I 
seek the cooperation and support of 
the people, the States and all political 
parties.

As we step into the ninth year of our 
government, I pledge that we will work 
with renewed vigour to carry forward 
our unfinished agenda to empower 
every Indian, to spread prosperity to 
every household and to sow the seeds 
of a brighter future in every village and 
town of India. Jai Hind. 

 New Delhi

(Dr. Manmohan Singh)

INTRODUCTION
Since the first United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) Government was elected 
in 2004, it as been regularly presenting 
an annual Report to the People on the 
date of its assumption of office. This is 
a practice never before adopted by any 
previous government. The UPA uses 
the date of its completion of each year 
in office as an opportunity to chronicle 
its achievements in the year that has 
passed and over the longer term of its 
tenure. It is not a document for publicity 
or propaganda but allows the people 
to judge and assess the work of their 
government and see if it has been able 
to fulfill the promises that had been 
made. The UPA considers it its sacred 
duty to place before the people of the 
nation an all encompassing account 
of the extent to which it has delivered 
on the pledges made jointly by the 
parties of the Alliance at the time of 
elections. The Report to the People is 
one of several but perhaps the most 
important vehicle created by the UPA 
for placing the Government’s work 
before the court of the people. It is one 
of many initiatives adopted by the UPA 
to provide a more transparent and open 
system of governance and has become 
an established best practice that should 
be followed by all governments in the 
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years to come.

This report marks the completion of 
three years of UPA-II and is a document 
of the actions taken on UPA’s pledge to 
the citizens for building an inclusive, just 
and equal society.

In order not to make it too lengthy but 
at the same time to cover all areas of 
governance, an attempt is made each 
year to compress and place before the 
nation all relevant data and statistics 
that speak for themselves. There is 
no attempt to analyze what has been 
done but comparisons are made with 
previous years wherever possible so 
that the people can judge for themselves. 
The Report is not a political document 
but a manuscript that can be used by 
the media, scholars, analysts and the 
common person to judge the work of 
their government.

The year 2011-12 has been a difficult 
one for the global economy and polity 
but it is hoped that this Report will be 
able to show that India’s quest to strive 
for a better future for our multitudes 
continues unabated.

There are many concrete examples in 
this volume of how millions of people 
have directly benefitted during the 
last year under the UPA government. 
Ensuring Livelihoods comes at the top 
of our agenda. With Social Inclusion 
of our villages through Rural Renewal 
programmes and Transforming Our 
Cities with world class infrastructure, 
our policies have been able to touch 
almost every Indian living in rural and 
urban India.

During a difficult year, India has shown 
remarkable Economic Resurgence. 
Investors  are  showing renewed 
confidence in our strong fundamentals; 
our agricultural output is on a record 
breaking path and our services sectors 
remain robust as ever.

We have scaled new heights in adding 
electricity generation capacity in India 
showing our commitment to ensuring 
Energy Security. The increased power 
generation is now being shared with 
millions of households across the length 
and breadth of the country. Coupled with 
our inclusive policies on the social and 
economic front, we remain sensitive to 
the needs of Sustaining the Environment 
and Ecology. We have added new 
dimensions to renewable energy growth 
and generation capacities. Aided by 
the efforts of our scientific fraternity, 
the UPA government has further 
consolidated the country’s Internal and  

internal Security.

2 ENABLING hUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT
2.1 Education
2.1.1 Right of Children to free and 
Compulsory Education
The reform process initiated in 2010-11, 
after enactment and implementation 
of Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 
2009, was continued during the year 
2011-12. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA) framework of implementation 
and  norms for planning interventions 
were revised to correspond with 
the provisions of the RTE Act. New 
interventions were approved under SSA 
for providing uniforms, transportation 
and residential facilities.

Further, the fund sharing pattern between 
the Centre and States was revised to 
provide for higher central shares in the 
SSA outlays for States. Grants under 
the 13th Finance Commission became 
available specifically for elementary 
education. Government also notified the 
National Council for Teacher Education 
(NCTE) as the academic authority for 
laying down teacher qualifications. 
NCTE notified the minimum teacher 
qualifications in the Official Gazette and 
also issued guidelines for conducting 
Teacher Eligibility Tests. New buildings 
were sanctioned for 28,197 primary and 
6,742 upper primary schools during 
the period 2010-12; 39,502 primary and 
11,952 upper primary schools were 
opened; 4,97,992 additional class rooms, 
2,48,605 toilets and 24,924 drinking 
water facilities were provided. 6,82,788 
posts of teachers were sanctioned 
across various states.

2.1.2 Mid Day Meal in 
Schools
Under  the  Mid Day Meal 
Programme, 10.52 crore children 
were provided hot cooked  
meals in 12.18 lakh elementary 
schools in the country during 
2011-12. 22.5 lakh cook cum 
helpers have been engaged to 
prepare and serve mid day meals to 
the school children. More than 10.50 
lakh schools have been provided with 
kitchen devices and 5.35 lakh kitchen-
cum-stores have been constructed 
to ensure safety of food and ensure 
hygienic meals for the children.

2.1.3 Teacher Education
The Government has approved a revised 
Teacher Education Scheme with an 
outlay of 6308.45 crore for the 12th 

Plan period, to be shared between 
the Centre and the States in the ratio 
of 75:25. The North Eastern states 
contribute only 10 percent share. 
The main components of the revised 
scheme include strengthening of State 
Councils for Educational Research 
and Training Institutes for Advanced 
Studies in Education, Colleges of 
Teacher  Educat ion and Distr ict 
Institutes of Education and Training 
Establishment of Block Institutes of 
Teacher Education in 196 identified 
SC/ST/Minority concentration districts 
as elementary preservice teacher 
education institutions is a new element 
of the Teacher Education Scheme.

2.1.4 Promoting literacy – Saakshar 
Bharat
The National Literacy Mission was 
recast and its new variant Saakshar 
Bharat launched on 8th September, 
2009. The programme strives to impart 
functional literacy to non-literates, 
enable neo-literates to continue their 
learning beyond basic literacy and 
acquire equivalence to the formal 
educational system. Since its launch, 
Saakshar  Bharat has been sanctioned in 
372 low female literacy districts across 
the country. The Mission is expected to 
benefit around 7 crore non-literates in 
over 1.6 lakh Gram Panchayats in these 
districts.

2.1.5 Strengthening Secondary 
Education
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
was launched in March, 2009 with the 
objective to universalize access to 
secondary education and improve its 
quality.

Dur ing  the  year  2011 -12 , 
opening of 3,956 new secondary 
schools (Classes IX-X) and 
strengthening of 15,567 existing 
secondary  schools  were 
approved.

Under the scheme for setting 
up of 6,000 model schools at 
Block level at the rate of one 

school per block, as benchmark of 
excellence to provide quality education 
to talented rural children, 835 model 
schools were sanctioned during 2011-12.

A scheme for construction and running 
of girls’ hostels for students of secondary 
and higher secondary schools in about 
3,500 educationally backward blocks of 
the country was launched in November, 
2008.  Upto 2011-12, approval to set-up 
1,925 such hostels has been given.

The scheme of  Information and 
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Communication Technology (ICT) 
in schools is being implemented to 
bridge the digital divide in schools. 
Setting up the requisite infrastructure to 
impart computer literacy and computer 
aided learning has been approved for 
4752 government and government 
aided secondary and higher secondary 
schools.

National Awards were conferred on 298 
elementary and secondary teachers on 
5th September, 2011 in due recognition 
of the meritorious public service 
rendered by them.

2.1.6 higher Education
The main policy objectives in higher 
education continue to be improvement 
of access, along with equity and 
excellence, enhancing the relevance of 
higher education through curriculum 
reforms, vocationalisation, networking 
and information technology and distance 
education, along with reforms in the 
governance structure. Following Bills 
have been introduced in the Parliament:

(a) Higher Education and Research Bill, 
2011 provides for the establishment of 
an over-arching authority called National 
Commission for Higher Education and 
Research for determining, maintaining 
and coordinating standards in Higher 
Education. The Bill has been introduced 
in the Rajya Sabha and has been 
referred to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee.

(b) The National Authority for Regulation 
and Accreditation of Higher Educational 
Institutions Bill, 2010, provides for 
mandatory accreditation of all higher 
education institutions and has been 
introduced in the Parliament.

(c) A Bill to prohibit and punish 
malpractices and adoption of unfair 
practices in technical and medical 
educational institutions and in the 
university system, to protect the interest 
of students and applicants seeking 
admission, has been introduced in the 
Parliament.

(d) A Bill to establish a two-tier structure 
of Educational Tribunals at the State 
and  National level to adjudicate on 
the entire gamut of disputes arising in 
higher education has been introduced in 
the Parliament and has been passed by 
Lok Sabha. The Bill has been amended 
based on the recommendations of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee and 
will be introduced in the Rajya Sabha.

(e) The Foreign Educational Institutions 
(Regulation of Entry and Operation) 

Bill, 2010, for regulating the entry 
and operation of foreign educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  I n d i a  h a s  b e e n 
introduced in Parliament on which the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee has 
submitted its report.

(f) A Bill for creation of a National 
electronic database of Academic Awards 
and its maintenance by an authorized 
depository has been introduced in the 
Lok Sabha, which has been referred to 
the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
(PSC).

To increase access, improve quality 
and to remove regional imbalances 
in higher education, sixteen Central 
Universities have been established, 
including conversion of three state 
universities in the states of Chattisgarh, 
Madhya Pradesh and Uttarakhand into 
Central Universities, under the Central 
Universities Act, 2009. All Universities 
have since commenced academic 
activities.

A provision has been made for central 
assistance for setting up of a model 
degree college in each of the identified 
374 educationally backward districts 
where Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 
for higher education is less than the 
national GER. Out of 153 proposals 
received, 78 have been approved and 
42 are under process.

In view of the felt need for expansion of 
facilities for high quality management 
education, during XIth Five year Plan, 
seven new IIMs have been established. 
R a j i v  G a n d h i  I n d i a n  I n s t i t u t e 
of Management (RGIIM), Shillong 
established in Shillong (Meghalaya), 
commenced its academic session 
from 2008- 09. IIM Rohtak (Haryana), 
IIM Ranchi (Jharkhand), IIM Raipur 
(Chatt isgarh)  commenced their 
academic sessions from 2010-11, while 
IIM Tiruchirappalli (Tamil Nadu), IIM 
Kashipur (Uttrakhand) and IIM Udaipur 
(Rajasthan) have commenced their 
academic sessions from 2011-12.

All the 8 new IITs in the States of Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Orissa, 
Punjab, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh 
and Himachal Pradesh have since 
commenced their academic 
activities with student in 
take of 120 each in B.Tech. 
programmes. 

The Scheme for setting up of 
20 new IIITs in Public Private 
Partnership mode has since 
made considerable headway, 
with 15 State Governments 

having identified land for setting up of 
the Institute. In four cases, the  State 
Governments have also identified 
industry partners.

A grant was provided to set up 26 new 
polytechnics during the year 2011-
12. In addition, the second and third 
installments were given to 85 and 92 
polytechnics. 127 existing polytechnics 
were provided first  installment and 166 
were provided with second installment 
for strengthening. 148 polytechnics 
were provided grant for women’s 
hostels. 

National Mission for Information & 
Communication Technology (ICT) in 
Education Under the Mission, up to 
March 2012, Virtual Private Networks 
and internet connections have been 
provided to 392 universities and 18,189 
colleges/polytechnics across the 
country.

AAkASh
The Low Cost Access-cum-computing 
Device, ‘AAKASH’ was launched on 
5.10.2011 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. 
Initiation of second phase of Technical 
Education Qual i ty  Improvement 
Programme (TEQIP) Based on the 
achievements of TEQIP Phase-I, TEQIP 
Phase-II is being implemented with the 
assistance of the World Bank at a total 
cost of ` 2430 crore. The Government 
of India contribution is ` 1895.50 crore 
out of which ` 1395.50 crore will be 
reimbursed by  the World Bank. The 
State share will be ` 518.50 crore and 
the share of private unaided institutions 
will be ` 16 crore. The funding pattern 
will be 75:25 between the centre and 
the participating States and for North 
Eastern States it will be 90:10.

National Institutes of Technology (NITs) 
With the aim of providing at least one 
NIT in each of the larger States/ UTs, 
the Government has since established 
10 new NITs at Arunachal Pradesh, 
Sikkim, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Goa, Delhi, Uttarakhand and 
Puducherry. First academic  session has 
commenced from the year 2010- 2011 
and as on date there are approximately 
1600 students pursuing undergraduate 

programmes. So far land has 
been finalized in case of seven 
NITs. A Bill for incorporating 
these NITs under the NIT 
Act, 2007 is at final stages of 
enactment.

2.2 health & family Welfare
2.2.1. National Rural health 
Mission
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The National Rural Health Mission 
(NRHM) initiated in 2005 has been 
catalytic in bringing about a perceptible 
change in the overall health scenario of 
the country. The Crude Birth Rate (CBR) 
at the National Level lakh DRUG KITS 
DISTRIBUTED at 22.1 in 2010 declined 
1.7 points over 2005.

The Crude Death Rate during the same 
period declined by 0.4 points. Infant 
Mortality Rate (IMR) has registered a 
decline of 3 points from previous year 
and was 47 per 1000 live births in 2010. 
The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) also 
declined by 0.1 and stood at 2.5 in 2010.

Over 8.03 lakh ASHAs have received 
training in 1st module and 6.2 lakh 
ASHAs have received advance training 
in Vth module. About 7.8 lakh ASHAs 
have been positioned with drug kits, 
moving towards creating a community 
owned decentralized health delivery 
system. During 2011-12 (up to Dec 
2011) 16,799 additional Village Health 
Sanitation and Nutrition Committees 
were constituted to elicit community 
participation for addressing preventive 
and promotive aspects of health care and 
to heighten public awareness on health 
and nutrition related  issues. 20,235 
additional health personnel including 
doctors, paramedics, specialists, staff 
nurses, auxiliary nurse midwives, were 
engaged. 

In order to further reduce barriers 
to institutional care for pregnant 
women and sick new born, 
a new initiative named 
‘Janani Shishu Suraksha 
Karyakram’ was launched 
in June 2011. This initiative 
seeks to eliminate out of 
p o c k e t  e x p e n s e s  a n d 
further provides for free 
delivery including cesarean 
section  with free drugs 
and consumables, free diet and free 
transportation for pregnant women 
coming to government health facilities. 
Similar entitlements have been put in 
place for sick new borns.

No wild polio case has been reported in 
the country since January 2011 owing to 
immunization drives. The World Health 
Organisation has taken India out of the 
list of polio-endemic countries. There 
is declining trend in morbidity and 
mortality due to malaria in high endemic 
States. Mortality due to Kala-Azar has 
shown a declining trend. The total 
number of reported Dengue cases was  
also lower in 2011 as compared to 2010. 

2.2.2 human resources in health 
A bill to set up National Commission for 
Human Resources for Health (NCHRH) 
has since been finalized and has been 
introduced in Parliament. The NCHRH is 
envisaged as an overarching regulatory 
body for the health sector, to reform the 
current framework and to enhance the 
supply of skilled personnel.

2.2.3 Pradhan Mantri Swasthya 
Suraksha yojana (PMSSy)
PMSSY envisaged construction of 6 
AIIMS-like institutions in the first phase 
at Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Jodhpur, Patna, 
Raipur and  Rishikesh. Construction of 
Medical College Complex at all the six 
sites is in full swing and the medical 
colleges are expected to be functional 
from academic session 2012-13.

2.2.4 AIDS Control
Adult HIV prevalence at national level 
has declined from 0.41% in 2000 to 0.31% 
in 2009. The estimated annual number of 
new HIV infections has declined by 56% 
from 2.7 lakh new infections in 2000 to 
1.2 lakh in 2009.

2.2.5 Ayurveda, yoga, Unani, 
Siddha and homoeopathy Services 
(AyUSh)
In 2011-12, financial assistance was 
provided to States/UTs as recurring 
grants for co-located AYUSH facilities 
at 4090-Primary Health Centres (PHCs), 
350-Community Health Centre (CHCs), 
136-District Hospitals  (DHs) and 
as Non-recurring grants for three 

PHCs, two CHCs and one District 
Hospital. Financial assistance was 
also provided to 15,680-AYUSH 
Dispensaries and 155 –AYUSH 
Hospitals for supply of essential 
drugs. Six proposals for setting 
up 50-bedded Integrated AYUSH 
Hospital and five proposals for 
setting  up 10-bedded Integrated 
AYUSH Hospital  have been 

supported under the Scheme in  the 
North-Eastern and Other Hilly States of 
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh 
and Uttarakhand.

2.2.6 National Programme for 
Prevention and Control of Diabetes, 
Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke
The coverage of the programme extends 
to 100 districts covering 21 States. The 
programme envisages health promotion 
and health education advocacy, early 
detection of persons with high level 
of risk factors through opportunistic 
screening and strengthening of health 
systems to tackle non-communicable 
diseases. Under the programme about 

58 lakh people have been screened for 
diabetes and hypertension in 20 States. 

2.2.7 Transplantation of human 
Organs (Amendment) Act 2011
The Transplantation of Human Organs 
(Amendment) Act 2011 has been 
enacted incorporating the inclusion of 
grandparents and grandchildren in the 
definition of near relatives, recognition 
of retrieval centres and approval of 
paired donor exchanges, making it 
mandatory for the treating staff to 
request relatives of brain-dead patients 
for organ donation. 

2.2.8 Clinical Establishments 
(Registration and Regulation) 
Act, 2010
T h e  C l i n i c a l  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
(Registration and Regulation) Act, 2010 
has been notified to come into effect 
from 1.3.2012 in the states of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Mizoram 
and Sikkim and the Union Territories. 
The Act seeks to create a regulatory 
framework for the largely unregulated 
hea l th  sector  and  to  prescr ibe 
mandatory minimum standards for 
clinical establishments.

2.2.9 health Research
During the year 2011-12, a scheme was 
initiated to promote human resource 
development in cutting edge areas 
and aspects related to translation 
& implementation viz., Toxicology, 
Genomics, Proteomics, Geriatrics, 
Stem Cell Research, Clinical Trials, 
etc. 22 institutions have been funded to 
provide training to researchers as well 
as students in these important identified 
areas.

2.3 Child Development and Child 
Rights
The Prime Minister’s National Council 
on Nutrition, in its meeting on 24 
November 2010 took a number of 
decisions to tackle the multi-faceted 
problem of malnutrition in the country. 
As a follow up, a proposal to strengthen 
and restructure the ICDS Scheme is 
being formulated. The framework to 
adopt multi-sectoral approach and 
action to address maternal and child 
malnutrition in selected  200 high 
burdened districts has been prepared.

2.3.1 Universalization of ICDS
As part of ongoing universalization, 186 
new Projects and 42,033 new Anaganwadi 
Centres have been operationalized. With 
this, a cumulative of 6908 Projects 
and 13.04 lakh Anganwadi Centres 
have become operational. There is an 
increase of 13.02 lakh beneficiaries 
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over 2010-11 taking the total to 972.49 
lakh beneficiaries during 2011- 12. ICDS 
expenditure has increased to ‘ 14272 
crore in 2011-12 over ‘ 9763 crore in 
2010-11. Honorarium of Anganwadi 
Workers and Anganwadi Helpers and 
workers of Mini Anganwadi Centres was 
enhanced by 1500/- and 750/-per month.

2.3.2 Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for 
Empowerment of Adolescent Girls 
- ‘Sabla’
Th e  ‘Ra j i v  Gandh i  Scheme for 
Empowerment of Adolescent Girls 
– ‘Sabla’, introduced in 2010-11, is a 
centrally sponsored scheme being 
implemented in 200 selected districts 
across the country on a pilot basis.

Sabla aims at empowering adolescent 
girls of 11 to 18 years of age by improving 
their nutritional and health status and 
upgrading various skills like home 
skills, life skills and vocational skills. 
During 2011-12, ‘ 594 crore was released 
to States/ UTs benefiting 84.82 lakh 
adolescent girls under the nutrition 
component of Sabla.

2.3.3 Innovation Council  for 
improving
Child Sex Ratio

The Ministry of Women and Child 
Development has set up a Sectoral 
Innovation Council with wide ranging 
representation, on Child Sex Ratio 
(CSR), with a view to identifying 
interventions and innovative strategies, 
approaches and methods to address 
the decline in CSR in a time bound and 
effective manner.

2.3.4 Integrated Child Protection 
Scheme
The Integrated Child Protection 
Scheme (ICPS), a comprehensive 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme, is being 
implemented since 2009-10 for providing 
care and protection to children. The 
ICPS has helped build a perspective and 
an environment for discussion, on child 
protection, both in the Governments 
a s  w e l l  a s  v o l u n t a r y 
organizations. 548 Child 
Welfare Committees and 
561 Juvenile Justice Boards 
have now been established. 
In 2011-12, 196 Specialized 
Adoption Agencies have 
been provided assistance. 
Childline (1098), which is a 
24-hour toll free emergency 
outreach telephone service for children 
in distress, has been extended to 78 new 
locations taking the total to 204 cities 
and towns.

3 SOCIAL INCLUSION
3.1 food & Public Distribution 
The National Food Security Bill was 
introduced in the Parliament to provide 
for food and nutritional security, by 
ensuring access to adequate quantity of 
quality food at affordable prices.

To strengthen the public distribution 
system, modernization and end-to-end 
computerization has been accorded 
top priority. States/UTs have taken 
several measures towards digitization 
of beneficiary database, fair price shop 
automation, computerization of supply 
chain, and creation of grievance redress 
mechanism. Steps have been taken to 
create additional storage capacity in the 
country for food grains. 2 million tonnes 
of storage capacity will be created in the 
form of modern silos. Nearly 15 million 
tonnes capacity is being created under 
the Private Entrepreneur’s Guarantee 
Scheme.

3.2 Empowerment of Women
3.2.1 high Level Committee on the 
Status of Women
A High Level Committee (HLC) on the 
status of women has been constituted 
which shall undertake a comprehensive 
study to understand the status of women 
since 1989. The HLC will prepare a 
report on the current socio-economic, 
political and legal status of women in 
India, and evolve appropriate policy 
interventions based on a contemporary 
assessment of women’s needs.

3.2.2. Swadhar Greh
A new scheme of Swadhar Greh has 
been put in place in 2011, by merging the 
two on-going schemes of Swadhar and 
Short Stay Homes with better financial 
norms. The scheme is intended to help 
marginalized women/girls. Under the 
scheme, women will get emotional 
support and counselling so that they 
could become self reliant and get 
rehabilitated socially and economically 
through education, skill upgradation 

and vocational training.

3.2.3 National Mission for 
Empowerment of Women
National Mission for Empowerment 
of Women (NMEW) began a unique 
initiative in 2011 - a new model 
of ‘convergence centres’ for 
women, called ‘Poorna Shakti 
Kendras’ dedicated to helping 
women access the benefits made 

available to them through various 
government programmes, in select 
districts of the country. State Mission 
Authorities have been notified by 18 

States/ U.Ts and State Resource Centre 
for Women (SRCWs) have been set up 
in 6 States. 

3.3 Empowerment and development 
of he weaker sections
3.3.1 Improving access to education 
Central assistance of over 2,700 crore 
was released under the post-matric 
lakh scholarship scheme for Scheduled 
Caste students, covering nearly 48 lakh 
students. The scheme of post-matric 
scholarship for students belonging to 
Scheduled Tribes was revised to raise 
the eligible income ceiling  from 1.45 
lakh to 2 lakh, rationalize the grouping 
to courses and enhance allowances by 
about 60%. During the year about ‘ 867 
crore was released to benefit nearly 
16.47 lakh Scheduled Tribe students.

The scheme of post-matric scholarship 
for Other Backward Classes has also 
been revised to raise the eligible income 
ceiling from 44,500 to 1 lakh per annum, 
rationalize the grouping of courses 
and increase maintenance and other 
allowances by three fourths. During 
the year, central assistance of ‘ 528 
crore was released to states under 
the post-matric scholarship scheme to 
benefit approximately 17 lakh students 
belonging to the Other Backward 
Classes.

The Top Class Education scheme for 
Scheduled Caste students has been 
revised to raise the annual family income 
ceiling from 2 lakh to 4.5 lakh with effect 
from the academic year 2012-13. 24 new 
institutions have been added to the list 
of notified premier institutions under the 
scheme thus increasing the number of 
institutions covered under the scheme 
to 205. During the year, scholarships of 
more than 21 crore were given to 1,674 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
students. 

An amount of over ‘ 100 crore was 
released to the University Grants 
Commission for new fellowships and 
renewal of ongoing fellowships for 
2000 Scheduled Caste students to 
pursue courses leading to M.Phil, Ph.D 
and equivalent degrees under the Rajiv 
Gandhi National Fellowship Scheme. 
Likewise,  fellowships amounting 
to ‘ 84.93 crore were given to 3,335 
Scheduled Tribe students under the 
scheme.

Concessional loans, amounting to over 
‘ 490 crore, were disbursed through the 
National Scheduled Castes Finance 
& Development Corporation, the 
National Safai Karamcharis Finance 
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& Development  Corporation and the 
National Backward Classes Finance 
& Development Corporation to 2.05 
lakh beneficiaries for selfemployment. 
The authorized share capital of the 
National Safai Karmcharis Finance and 
Development Corporation was also 
doubled to ‘ 600 crore. An assistance 
of ‘ 113.07 crore was disbursed by the 
National Scheduled Tribes Finance and 
Development Corporation to 54,485 
Scheduled Tribe beneficiaries. 

3.3.2 Enhanced outlays for schemes 
benefiting Scheduled Castes
The Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram 
Yojana for integrated development 
of 1,000 Scheduled Caste majority 
villages has been revised to enhance 
central assistance under the gap filling 
component from ‘ 10 lakh to ‘ 20 
lakh per village. Consequently, 
an additional amount of ‘ 100 
crore was released to the 
five states taken up under the 
scheme viz. Himachal Pradesh, 
Bihar, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu 
and Assam. 

3.3.3 Vesting land rights in 
Scheduled Tribes and other 
traditional forestdwellers
Under the Scheduled Tribes and 
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of Forest Right) Act, 2006 
more than 12.50 lakh titles covering 
forest area of 17.60 lakh hectare have 
been distributed upto March, 2012.

3.4 An Inclusive Agenda for the 
Minorities
3 .4 .1  Target ing  benef i t s  o f 
development to the minorities
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ’s  N e w  l 5 - P o i n t 
Programme for the welfare of minorities

It has been ensured that 15% of targets 
and outlays for schemes included in 
the Prime Minister ’s New 15-Point 
Programme for the Welfare of Minorities 
are focused on minorities. Under the 
scheme of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, 
more than 820 primary and upper 
primary schools were constructed, 
over 1,005 such schools were opened, 
more than 20,150 additional class rooms 
were constructed, and 2,476 teachers 
sanctioned in blocks and districts having 
a substantial minority population. Over 
11,245 habitations were covered under 
the National Rural  Drinking Water 
Programme and more than ‘ 21,057 crore 
was sanctioned under the Basic Services 
to Urban Poor, Integrated Housing and 
Slum Development Programme, Urban 
Infrastructure and Governance and 

Urban Infrastructure Development 
Scheme for Small and Medium Towns. 
In addition, construction of over 3.78 
lakhs Indira Awas Yojana houses for 
minorities was also taken up during 
this period in minority concentration 
areas. Upgradation of 60 Industrial 
Training Institutes, located in minority 
concentration districts, into centres of 
excellence has been taken up as a part 
of the Prime Minister’s New 15-Point 
Programme. The corpus of the Maulana 
Azad Education Foundation was raised 
by ‘ 200 crore and now stands at ‘ 750 
crore.

3.4.2 Improving access to Education
For their pre-matric education, 55.29 
lakh scholarships were given to children 

belonging to the minority 
communities and 615.47 crore 
was spent on this.  Under 
the post-matric scholarship 
scheme, 7 lakh scholarships 
were awarded at a cost of 
362.99 crore, 42,476 merit-
cum-means scholarships were 
awarded at a cost of 115.72 
crore. Under the Meritorious 

Scholarship Scheme for girl students 
in class XI and XII, the Maulana Azad 
Education Foundation awarded 17,700 
scholarships at a cost of ‘ 21.84 crore. 
Under the Maulana Azad National 
Fellowship, 2,266 fellowships were 
awarded at a cost of ‘ 51.98 crore. During 
the year, ‘ 15.98 crore was released for 
enhancing the skills and knowledge of 
students and candidates belonging to 
the minority communities for improving 
their prospect of employment in 
government as well as in the private 
sector employment and also for their 
admission in technical and professional 
courses. 

As a measure of financial inclusion, 
619 public sector bank branches were 
opened in districts with a substantial 
minority population. Over ‘ 1,54,789 
crore of bank credit was provided to 
the minorities. This was almost 15% 
of the Priority Sector Lending. The 
National Minority Finance Development 
Corporation (NMFDC) has disbursed 
‘ 271.37 crore for assisting 1,05,874 
minority

beneficiaries. 

3.4.3 Multi-sectoral district plans 
for minority concentration districts
Plans for 90 districts have been approved 
either fully or partially. This includes 
approvals for construction of over 3 
lakh houses, 27,797 anganwadi centres, 

2,624 units of health infrastructure, 
13,825 additional classrooms, 696 
school buildings, 332 hostels for boys 
and girls, 34,553 water supply facilities, 
71 Industrial Training Institutes, 31 
polytechnics etc. An amount of 2941.60 
crore was released to the States.

3.5 Disability to Empowerment

3.5.1 New focus
For greater focus on addressing issues 
confronting persons with disabilities, 
the Government has decided to set up 
a separate Department for Disability 
Affairs. An Indian Sign Language 
Research and Training Centre has been 
sanctioned as an autonomous centre 
of the Indira Gandhi National Open 
University at an estimated cost of ‘ 
45 crore. The National Handicapped 
Finance & Development Corporation 
disbursed concessional loans of more 
than 50 crore to 10,625 beneficiaries for 
self employment.

3.6 Caring for the Senior Citizen
The eligibility age for old age pension 
under the Indira Gandhi National Old 
Age Pension Scheme, has been reduced 
from 65 years to 60 years and the 
amount of pension for those who are 
above 80 years of age has been raised 
from ‘ 200 to ‘ 500 per month. Nearly 
2 crore senior citizens stand to benefit 
by this scheme. A National Council for 
Senior Citizens has been constituted for 
advising central and state governments 
on issues relevant to the elderly. A 
National Programme of Health Care 
for the Elderly has been launched to 
cover 100 districts in the country and to 
set up 8 Regional Geriatric Healthcare 
Centres in reputed Medical Education 
Institutions.

3.7 Welfare of Workers
3.7.1 Rashtriya Swasthya Bima 
yojana
More than 2.85 crore families are being 
provided health insurance cover under 
the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana, 
out of which 52 lakh families have been 
issued smart cards. The scheme has been 
extended to cover construction workers, 
street vendors, domestic workers, beedi 
workers and Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee workers 
(who have worked for more than15 days 
during the preceding financial year). It is 
proposed to further extend this scheme 
to other occupational groups in the 
unorganized sector in a phased manner.

3.7.2 Welfare of workers in the 
organized sector
For the welfare of workers in the 
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organized sector, the medical bonus 
has been enhanced from ‘ 2,500 per 
month to 3,500 per month under the 
Maternity Benefit Act. The Employees’ 
State Insurance Corporation has taken 
up new initiatives to improve the quality 
of service delivery. These include 
coverage of new geographical areas, 
implementation of an IT rollout plan and 
medical education projects.

With a view to creating a world-class 
skilled labour force, training courses 
are being offered through a network 
of 2,244 government and 7,203 private 
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs). 
These institutes cumulatively offer 13.35 
lakh training seats. Upgradation 
of 100 ITIs has been completed 
while schemes for upgradation 
of 400 it is with World Bank 
assistance and 1,396 it is under 
Public Private Partnership mode 
are under implementation.

A Bill to amend the Inter-State 
Migrant workmen (Regulation of 
Employment and Conditions of 
Service) Bill, 2011 has been introduced 
in the Parliament. The National Floor 
Level Minimum Wage has been revised 
from 1st April, 2011.

3.8 Welfare Initiatives for Defence 
Personnel
Health coverage for ex-servicemen 
continues to be improved with the 
commissioning of 61 new polyclinics. 
The number of beneficiaries has 
increased by about 8.5% this year as 
compared to the previous year. Three 
new Zila Sainik Boards or District Sainik 
Welfare offices, including one each in 
Kargil in Jammu & Kashmir, Palwal in 
Haryana and Kutch in Gujarat have also 
been sanctioned.

There has been continued emphasis 
on steps towards welfare of soldiers 
working in difficult deployments 
including chartering civil flights for 
faster movement, improvement in 
clothing, better rations, improved 
facility of vehicles, development of 
strategic railway lines and opening of 
new passenger reservations systems at 
different locations. To improve living 
conditions, 53,989 dwelling units have 
been completed under the Married 
Accommodation Plan. Construction of 
another 69,992 dwelling units is under 
progress.

3.9 financial Inclusion
The financial inclusion campaign 
“Swabhimaan” aims at providing 
basic banking services using business 

correspondents. The initiative enables 
subsidies and social security benefits 
to be credited directly to the accounts 
of the beneficiaries, who would be able 
to draw the money from the business 
correspondents in the village itself. 
About 74,000 villages have already been 
covered with banking facilities. The 
“Swabhimaan” campaign shall now be 
extended to cover small habitations in 
North Eastern and hilly States.

The “Swavalamban” scheme was 
announced in February,  2010 to 
encourage people from the unorganized 
sector to voluntarily save for their 
retirement under the New Pension 

Scheme (NPS). The Central 
Government contributes a sum 
of 1,000 in each NPS account 
opened under the Scheme. 
To encourage and incentivize 
early subscribers, benefits 
of government contribution 
have been extended to all the 
subscribers of Swavalamban, 
who enroll during the years 

2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012- 13 for 
another five years.

3.10 Land Acquisition
To operat iona l i ze  the  Nat iona l 
Rehabil i tation and Resettlement 
Policy, 2007, the UPA Government 
has introduced the Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill in 
the Lok Sabha. The Bill seeks to provide 
for a liberal regime of compensation 
along with a mandatory rehabilitation 
and resettlement package, not only 
for land owners but also for those 
dependent on such land for livelihood. 
The Bill is currently being examined by 
the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Rural Development.

3.11 Census
Census 2011, the largest administrative 
exercise in the world, was completed 
with clockwork precision and the 
provisional population totals released 
within 3 weeks of completion of the 
Census. The data processing for the 
House listing and Housing Census has 
been completed and the final results 
released. The results of Census 2011 
have been published one year ahead 
compared to the previous Census.

3.11.1 National Population Register

The task of creating National Population 
Register (NPR) has been taken up 
for the first time in India. The data 
collection for the NPR by house to 
house enumeration has been completed 
in all the States/UTs. Data digitization 

has been completed for more than 54 
crore persons. The capture of biometrics 
under NPR for the country is in progress 
in 14 States and Union Territories.

3.11.2 Annual health Survey
The Annual Health Survey (AHS) has 
been taken up to yield for the first 
time benchmarks of core vital and 
health indicators at the district level 
in Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Assam. The 
district level data of these 9 States has 
been released, after the completion of 
first phase of AHS. Field work for 2nd 
Round of AHS has been completed in 
125 districts and the same is in progress 
in another 75 districts of these States.

4. RURAL RENEWAL
4.1 Bharat Nirman
The UPA Government had launched the 
Bharat Nirman programme in 2004 with 
a view to improving rural infrastructure 
in acomprehensive manner. The second 
phase of this programme commenced 
in 2009 toprovide electricity, safe 
drinking water, all weather roads, 
telephones and broadband connectivity 
to all eligible villages/habitations and 
substantially augment rural housing 
stock and irrigation potential.

The cumulative targets of creating 
additional irrigation potential of 1 crore 
hectares, providing electricity to 1 lakh 
villages and 1.75 crore poor households, 
upgrading 1.94 lakh kms of existing rural 
roads and providing safe drinking water 
to identified habitations, have been 
achieved well before 31st March, 2012, 
the targeted date.

4.1.1 Rural housing
71.8 lakh houses were constructed 
during the first phase against a target 
of 60 lakhs. Against an ambitious target 
of constructing 120 lakh houses during 
the second phase, nearly 82 lakh houses 
have been constructed / upgraded at a 
cost of more than 38,500 crore.

4.1.2 Rural Roads
Near ly  43 ,000  habi ta t ions  have 
beenconnected with all weather roads 
and over 2.31 lakh kms of existing rural 
roads have been upgraded / renewed 
since Bharat Nirman was launched. In 
2011-12, more than 4,500 habitations 
were connected and nearly 9,150 kms of 
road length upgraded / renewed.

4.1.3 Rural Water Supply
During the first phase, the emphasis 
was on providing safe drinking water 
to over 3.5 lakh habitations. With this 
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work complete, the priority has now 
shifted to improve water quality in 
affected habitations. More than 20,000 
water quality affected habitations have 
been provided safe drinking water 
during 2011-12. To give greater focus 
on drinking water and sanitation, the 
Department of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation has been upgraded to a 
Ministry.

4.1.4 Water Resources- Irrigation
Cumulatively over the two phases, a 
total of 107 lakh hectares of additional 
irrigation potential has been created. 
Emphasis was also laid on repair, 
renovation and restoration of water 
bodies. During the year 2011-12 National 
Water Mission was launched as one 
of the eight missions under National 
Action Plan on Climate Change.

4.1.5 Rural Electrification
In 2011-12, under the Rajiv Gandhi 
G r a m e e n  Vi d y u t i k a r a n  Yo j a n a , 
electrification of 7,934 villages have 
been completed and 34.44 lakh BPL 
connections provided.Cumulatively, 
intensive electrification in 2.48 lakh 
already electrified villages and works 
in more than one lakh un-electrified 
villages have been completed. Moreover, 
free electricity connections have been 
provided to 194.25 lakh rural BPL 
households.

4.1.6 Rural telecommunication & IT
Out of a total of 62,302 villages not 
having access to public telephones, 
62,088 villages have been provided 
with Village Public Telephones (VPTs). 
In all, 5,80,556 villages, out of a total 
of 5,93,601 inhabited villages have 
been provided with VPTs. Out of 2.5 
lakh targeted village Panchayats, 1.47 
lakh have been connected through 
broadband.

4.2 Rural Employment
4.2.1 Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme
I n  2 0 1 1 - 1 2 ,  t h e  s c h e m e 
provided employment to more 
than 4.4 crore households. 
More than 161 crore person-
days of employment have been 
generated at a total expenditure 
of more than ‘ 27,000 crore. The 
average wage rate per day has 
increased from ‘ 65 in 2006-07 
to ‘ 116 in 20011-12. For protecting the 
workers against inflation, the wage rates 
notified under the scheme have been 
indexed to the Consumer Price Index 
for Agricultural Labour with effect 

from 1st January, 2011. The wage rates 
have been revised again with effect 
from 1st April, 2012. For promoting 
greater transparency, including Social 
Audit, the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Audit of 
Schemes Rules, 2011 have been notified.

More than 5 crore accounts have sofar 
been opened in over 97,000 post offices 
in our villages through the scheme.

4.2.2 National Rural Livelihood 
Mission
An ambitious poverty alleviation 
programme, namely, the National Rural 
Livelihood Mission called Aajeevika has 
been launched with special focus on 
the poorest households. The mission 
aims at enabling the poor household 
to access gainful selfemployment and 
skilled wage employment opportunities 
resulting in appreciable improvement 
in their livelihoods on a sustainable 
basis. In 2011-12, more than 15.65 lakh 
Swarozgaris were assisted.

4.3 farmers’ Welfare
4.3.1 Agriculture Credit
For 2011-12, the agriculture credit target 
was ‘ 4,75,000 crore and the achievement 
upto 29th February, 2012 is ‘ 4,40,714 
crore. The total farm loan accounts 
financed are 549.60 lakh out of which 
61% are for small and marginal farmers. 
The disbursement target for 2012-13 is 
of 5,75,000 crore.

Nearly 11 crore Kisan Credit Cards have 
been issued to farmers. The Kisan Credit 
Card is being enabled to be used as an 
ATM card at ATM/PoS terminals.

4.3.2 Agricultural inputs: fertilizers 
& seeds
The demand of major fertilizers namely 
Urea, DAP, MOP and Complexes in the 
country is on the rise over the years 
and has been highest during the current 
year 2011-12.

The cumulative requirement, availability 
and sales of fertilizers during 
the year 2011-12 (April, 2011 
to March, 2012) has been 
exemplary.

Consumption of fertilizers 
during 2011-12 is estimated 
to be about 141.30 kg. per 
hectare compared to 135.76 
kg per hectare in 2009-10. 
The availability of fertilizers 

has been satisfactory throughout the 
country during 2011-12.

Farmer’s participatory system of seed 
production is being emphasized under 
the Seed Village Scheme. The availability 

of quality seeds has increased to 353.62 
lakh quintals during 2011-2012 compared 
to 321.36 lakh quintals during 2010-11.

4.3.3 food security
Production of foodgrains is estimated 
at an all time record level of over 250 
million tonnes with production of rice 
and wheat estimated at all time record 
levels of 102 million tonnes and 88 
million tones respectively. Production of 
pulses and oilseeds is estimated at 17.28 
million tones and 30.53 million tonnes 
respectively. Production of cotton 
estimated to be 34 million bales is also 
a new record. The estimated production 
of sugarcane stands at 347.87 million 
tonnes which is higher by 5.49 million 
tonnes compared to last year.

The National Food Security Mission 
launched to increase food grains 
production by 20 million tonnes by 
the year 2011-12, has already delivered 
additional food grain production of 
about 24 million tonnes thus achieving 
the target within four years of its 
implementation.

4.3.4 Managing natural calamities
In the wake of drought in states of 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, 
Government approved assistance of 
‘ 892.83 crore fromNational Disaster 
Response Fund (NDRF) and 8.00 crore 
from Special Component ofNational 
Rural Drinking Water programme 
(NRDWP) to these states.

4.3.5 Rashtriya krishi Vikas yojana 
(RkVy)
States and Union Territories have been 
provided ‘ 22408.79 Crore from 2007-08 
to 2011-12. RKVY has imparted definite 
momentum to agriculture sector mainly 
due to substantial increase in allocation 
to agricultural sector and allowing 
States to plan their strategy and design 
appropriate schemes to implement 
that strategy with complete flexibility 
in scheme designs and autonomy in its 
implementation.

4.3.6 Extension reforms
Under the scheme of Kisan Call Centres, 
a country wide common eleven digit 
number ‘1800-180-1551’ is available to 
provide replies to the queries of the 
farming community in 22 languages 
from 6.00 am to 10.00 pm on all 7 days 
of the week. Since inception of the 
scheme, over 76.37 lakh calls have been 
received in the Kisan Call Centres till 
January, 2012.

4.3.7 National horticulture Mission 
(NhM)
The mission aims at increasing fruit 
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production, processing, research and 
marketing of fruit. An amount of 1049.99 
crore was released under NHM during 
2011-12 and an amount of ‘ 493.13 crore 
was released under the Horticulture 
Mission for the North East & Himalayan 
States. Per capita availability of fruits 
and vegetables has increased to about 
169 gms/person/day and 332 gms/
person/day respectively.

4.3.8 food Processing Industries
Government has approved 15 Mega 
Food Parks and another 15 are under 
consideration. These 30 Mega Food Parks 
will enable setting up of approximately 
900- 1000 food processing units leading 
to less wastage, enhancement 
of shelf – life and increase in 
employment opportunities 
and farmer’s income. To ensure 
safe and hygienic supply of 
meat, 10 abattoirs are being 
modernized with a total project 
cost of ‘ 254 crores. ‘ 170 crore 
have been spent during the 
year 2011-12 on Infrastructure 
D e v e l o p m e n t .  A  N a t i o n a l 
Institute of Food Processing Technology 
& Entrepreneurship Management 
has been set up at Kundli, Sonepat 
(Haryana) having world-class facilities. 
Over 1157 food processingindustries 
were assisted under the Scheme of 
Technology Upgradation/Establishment/ 
Modernization of Food Processing 
Industries. With a view to attracting 
higher investment in the cold chain 
logistics, Government has accorded 
“infrastructure status” to the cold chain 
projects.

4.3.9 Animal husbandry
Adequate availability and efficient 
utilization of feed and fodder is vital for 
livestock productivity and for sustaining 
the on-going genetic improvement 
initiatives. Govt. of India released an 
amount of ‘ 32.45 crore in the financial 
year 2011-12 to state governments for 
supplementing their efforts towards 
ensuring adequate availability of feed 
& fodder.

In order to strengthen the veterinary 
infrastructure for delivering quality 
veterinary services,  funds were 
provided to the States/UTs for 898 
Veterinary Hospitals and 947 Veterinary 
Dispensaries during 2011- 12 under 
the scheme “Establ ishment  and 
Strengthening of Existing Veterinary 
Hospitals and Dispensaries”.

4.3.10 Dairy sector
The Government has approved the 

National Dairy Plan Phase-I to be 
implemented during the period 2011-
12 to2016-17. The scheme is being 
implemented for increasing productivity 
of milch animals.

4.3.11 National Mission on Protein 
Supplements
For Dairy, Fisheries, Piggery and 
Goatery development, an amount of 
297.50 crore was released to States 
under the National Mission on Protein 
Supplements that was launched in 22 
States as a part of Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojana.

4.3.12 Investing in Land
Under the comprehensive Integrated 

Wa t e r s h e d  M a n a g e m e n t 
Programme, projects covering 
an area of 9.08 million hectares 
were sanctioned in 2011-12 and 
central assistance of ‘ 1865.92 
crore was released for these 
projects.

4.3.13 Low Cost housing
During the period 2007-12, 

about ‘ 2,00,000 crores has been the 
flow of credit from Public Sector Banks 
and Housing Finance Corporations 
to low income segments. Interest 
subvention to the tune of ‘ 300 crore has 
been provided for housing loans to low 
income segments in 2011-12.

4.4 Panchayati Raj
4.4.1 Backward Regions Grant fund
During 2011-12, ‘  3917 crore was 
released under the Backward Regions 
Grant Fund which is being implemented 
through panchayats and urban local 
bodies.

4.4.2 e-Governance for Panchayati 
Raj Institutions 
To make panchayats more transparent, 
accountable and effective, a wide range 
of web based applications have been 
rolled out under e-Panchayat - an e- 
Governance project for panchayati raj 
institutions. More such applications are 
scheduled to be launched soon. Over 
65,000 panchayats are using PRIASoft,a 
web-based accounting software and 
over 75,000 plans of different urban 
local bodies, rural local bodies and line 
departments are available online on the 
PlanPlus application.

5.0 TRANSfORMING CITIES
5.1 jawaharlal Nehru National 
Urban Renewal Mission (jNNURM)
Twenty seven projects have been 
approved during the year at an approved 
cost of ‘ 2069.48 crore, and Additional 
Central Assistance (ACA) commitment 

of ‘ 955.31 crore, under the Urban 
Infrastructure & Governance component 
of Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 
Renewal Mission. Since its inception, a 
total of 559 projects have been approved.

45 projects have been approved during 
the year at an estimated cost of 1102 
crore, and ACA commitment of ‘ 885.16 
crore under the Urban Infrastructure 
Development Scheme for Small and 
Medium Towns.

Under the Basic Services to Urban 
Poor(BSUP) and the Integrated Housing 
& Slum Development Programme 
(IHSDP) components of the Mission, 
the focus is on housing and basic 
amenities to the urban poor, especially 
slum dwellers.

Under these Schemes, more than 22 
lakh houses, covering 1606 projects, 
with an outlay of 42,397 crore have 
been sanctioned; grants by way of ACA 
to the tune of 22,797 crore have been 
committed and cumulative release of 
assistance was 13,547 crore.

65 mission cities have been covered 
under BSUP and 920 cities or towns have 
been covered under IHSDP. 15.99 lakh 
houses for the urban poor had either 
been completed or were in progress.

5.2 Mass Transport
During the year, 5.88 kilometres of Metro 
Rail- line was added in Delhi and other 
parts of the National Capital Region. 
With this, the total length of the Metro 
Rail network in Delhi and NCR has 
become 190.03 kilometres. Delhi MRTS 
Phase-III of 103.05 kilometres at a cost of 
‘ 35,242 crore and extension of Metro to 
Faridabad at a cost of ‘ 2,494 crore have 
been sanctioned by the Government. 
Bangalore Metro Rail Project from 
Mahatma Gandhi Road Station to 
Baiyappanahalli Station in Bangalore 
was commissioned. A new metro Rail 
project was taken up in Hyderabad for 
71.16 kilometres, at an estimated cost of 
‘ 12,132 crore besides the ongoing metro 
projects of Bangalore, Chennai, Kolkata 
and Mumbai.

A total of 15,260 modern buses, enabled 
with Intelligent Transport System, were 
sanctioned for 61 cities under JNNURM. 
12,564 modern ITS enabled buses 
have already been delivered. This has 
transformed the city transport scene 
across India.

5.3 housing for the urban poor
5.3.1 Rajiv Awas yojana (RAy)
In pursuance of the Government’s vision 
of creating a slum-free India, ‘Rajiv 

REPORT CARD

` 3917 Crore

Granted for 

Backward 

Region Local 

Bodies



Congress Sandesh n June 2012   n  20

Awas Yojana’ has been launched on 2nd 
June 2011. The Scheme will provide 
financial assistance to States that are 
willing to assign property rights to 
slum dwellers for provision of 
decent shelter and basic civic 
and social services for slum 
redevelopment, and for creation 
of affordable housing stock.

The scheme is expected to cover 
250 cities by the end of the 12th 
Plan. Funds have been released 
to 162 cities for undertaking 
preparatory activities under 
Slum Free City Planning Scheme - the 
preparatory phase of Rajiv Awas Yojana. 
In addition, 8 pilot projects with a total 
project cost of ‘ 446.20 crore involving 
Central Assistance of ‘ 197 crore has 
been approved under the scheme for 
construction of 8,400 dwelling units.

5.3.2 Credit Risk Guarantee fund
Credit enablement of the urban poor 
and flow of institutional finance for 
affordable housing is an important 
component of RAY. The Cabinet has, in 
March 2012, approved the establishment 
of a Credit Risk Guarantee Fund Trust 
with an initial corpus of ‘ 1000 crore. 
This fund proposes toguarantee the 
lending agencies for loans given to 
EWS/LIG persons up to ‘ 5 lakh without 
any third party guarantee or collateral 
security. The Credit Risk Guarantee 
Fund is expected to catalyze flow of 
credit of about ‘ 20,000 crore to the low 
income housing sector and create an 
enabling environment for creation of 
affordable housing stock.

5.4 Public-Private Partnership 
initiatives
JNNURM catapulted private investments 
in basic services through numerous 
measures initiated by the central 
government, the most significant of 
which was creating awareness and 
capacities to plan bankable projects at 
the Urban local bodies level. As a result 
it helped leverage capital investment 
through public private partnership 
(PPP). Presently there are 70 projects 
under the Urban Infrastructure & 
Governance (UIG) component of 
JNNURM Majority of the PPP projects 
where capital is brought-in by the private 
sector is in SolidWaste Management 
sector, followed by Sewerage and Water 
Supply sector. Urban Transport sector 
has also attracted PPP in a few cases.

6 ECONOMIC RESURGENCE
6.1 Economic Growth
The average annual growth rate of 

the economy during 2004-05 to 2011-
12 is 8.2%  otwithstanding the global 
economic and financial crisis in 2007-

09 followed by a slowdown in 
the global economy in 2011-
12, primarily in Europe. The 
expected growth of the Indian 
Economy was 6.9% during 
2011-12 in terms of GDP at 
factor cost at constant 2004- 
05 prices. The lower growth 
in 2011-12 could be attributed 
to a slowdown in the global 

economy and tight monetary policy at 
home to control inflation.

6.2 Investment Climate
The policy on FDI has been further 
liberalized and rationalized over the 
year to make it more investor friendly. 
FDI is now permitted in Limited Liability 
Partnerships and upto 100% in single-
brand retail trading. During April 2011 
to February 2012, FDI equity inflows 
were US$ 28.40 billion, an increase of 
55% over the corresponding period a 
year ago.

C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  S e c t o r 
Enterprises(CPSEs) are major drivers of 
economic growth. In order to accelerate 
investment, 17 CPSEs have committed 
to a projected investment of more than 
1,30,000 crore in 2012-2013.

6.3 fiscal Consolidation
With the resumption of the fiscal 
consolidation process in budget 2012-
13, the government seeks to bring down 
the fiscal deficit to 5.1 per cent of GDP 
in 2012-13 from 5.9 per cent in 2011-12. 
The correction in fiscal deficit is largely 
through revenue augmentation. The 
move towards a nutrient based subsidy 
in fertilizer is expected to reduce 
expenditure on fertilizer subsidy,

while promoting balanced use of 
fertilizer.

6.4 Capital Market Reforms 
This year, Qualified Foreign Investors 
were permitted for the first time to 
directly invest in Indian Mutual Funds 
and in Indian Equity Markets. Keeping in 
view India’s huge investment requirement 
for infrastructure development, the limit 
for FII investment inlong-term corporate 
bonds issued by the companies in 
the infrastructure sector was raised 
from US$ 5 Billion to US$ 25 Billion. 
A number of liberalization initiatives 
in External Commercial Borrowings 
were notified to supplement resources 
for investment.

6.5 Price situation
Headline WPI inflation stood at around 

9 per cent during 2011. It however, 
moderated to 6.9% by March 2012. CPI 
inflation for major indices fell below 
7 per cent in December 2011 and fell 
further in January-February 2012. 
Increasing global commodity prices and 
persistently high crude petroleum prices 
contributed to inflation.

Primary food article inflation has been 
a cause of serious concern. However, in 
the year, average food inflation declined 
significantly to 7.28% from average levels 
above 15% in earlier years. The overall 
WPI food inflation has also significantly 
dropped from 20.2%in February 2010 
to 1.5 % in January 2012 before inching 
upwards in March 2012.

Price stability remains high on the 
agenda. Measures taken to contain 
prices of essential commodities include 
a selective ban on exports and futures 
trading in foodgrains, zero import duty 
on select food items, permitting import 
of pulses and sugar by PSUs, distribution 
of imported pulses and edible oils 
through the PDS, and release of higher 
quota of non-levy sugar.

Inflation in fuel has continued to remain 
high during the last two years and 
this remained one of the contributory 
factors behind high headline inflation. 
Crude oil prices remained volatile 
during the financial year. Despite the 
increase in international oil prices, 
Indian consumers have been partially 
insulated from its adverse impact as 
the pricesof PDS Kerosene, LPG, and 
diesel continued to be administered by 
the government and the price rise has 
been passed on only partially. To reduce 
the adverse impact on the consumer, 
the 5 per cent custom duty on crude 
oil was removed, import duty on petrol 
and diesel was brought down from 7.5 
per cent to 2.5 per cent, and excise duty 
on diesel reduced by ‘ 2.60 per liter. 
The PDS Kerosene and Domestic LPG 
Subsidy Scheme 2002 as well as the 
Freight Subsidy Scheme 2002 have also 
been extended till 31st March, 2014.

6.6 Production of goods & services
6.6.1 National Manufacturing Policy
The National Manufacturing Policy 
was announced this year, with the 
specific objectives of enhancing share 
of manufacturing in GDP to 25% by 2022, 
creation of an additional 100 million 
jobs, setting up of National Investment 
and Manufacturing Zones, increasing 
the level of domestic value addition 
and enhancing global competitiveness 
and making India an international 
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manufacturing hub.

6.6.2 heavy Industries
Thirty two operating Central Public 
S e c t o r  E n t e r p r i s e s  u n d e r  t h e 
Department of Heavy Industry have 
achieved an aggregate turnover of over 
‘ 56,007.62 crore showing a growth 
of 12.33%. They are likely to earn an 
aggregate annual profit of ‘ 7430.78 
crore. BHEL has been ranked the 9th 
Most Innovative Company in the World 
by the renowned US business magazine 
Forbes. The automotive sector has 
registered a growth of 12.24% in 2011-
12. Exports of automobiles creased by 
25.44%. The Government launched the 
“National Mission for Electric Mobility” 
to promote the manufacture and use of 
electric vehicles.

6.6.3 Delhi Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor (DMIC) Project
The DMIC Project being developed 
o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  We s t e r n 
Dedicated Freight Corridor as a 
global manufacturing and investment 
destination, has made significant strides 
since inception. New industrial cities in 
the DMIC region are being benchmarked 
against recently established industrial 
cities in other parts of the world. A 
DMIC Project Implementation Fund is 
being created which shall have a corpus 
of ‘ 17,500 crore for the development 
of new industrial cities. The Japanese 
Government plans to support DMIC by 
contributing US$ 4.5 billion to the DMIC 
Revolving Fund.

6.6.4 Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSEs)
A Public Procurement Policy for MSEs 
was notified in March 2012. The policy 
envisages that every Central Ministry/
PSU shall set an annual goal for 
procurement from the MSE sector with 
the objective of achieving minimum 20% 
of the total annual purchases from MSEs 
in a period of three years. Of this, 4% 
will be earmarked for procurement from 
MSEs owned by SC/ST entrepreneurs.

Margin money subsidy of ‘ 930 crore 
was disbursed by banks in 2011-12 
under the Prime Minister’s Employment 
Generation Programme (PMEGP). This 
will facilitate setting up of 7,000 micro 
enterprises and generate additional 
employment opportunities for more 
than 4.2 lakh people.

6.6.5 Pharmaceuticals
The Indian pharmaceutical Industry 
is driven by knowledge, skills, low 
production costs, quality. It has achieved 
a robust cumulative average growth rate 

of around 14% since the last five years. 
The turnover of Indian pharmaceutical 
Industry has crossed ‘ 1 lakh crore with 
export nearly 40% of the total turnover. 
The Industry is ranked 3rd globally in 
volume and 14th in value, supplying 
around 10% of total global production 
and 20% of total volume of global 
generics. India manufactures 30% of the 
world requirement of Anti-HIV drugs. All 
of this growth has been accompanied 
with affordable price to the common 
man – one of the lowest in the world. 
The Research and Development 
expenditure in the Pharmaceutical 
Sector has been ‘ 3342.32 crore by 
the domestic companies and ‘ 934.40 
crore by the foreign companies, which 
accounted for 4.50% and 4.01% of sales 
respectively. In the Medical Devices and 
Diagnostics sector, India is currently 
the 4th largest market in Asia, with a 
turnover of ‘ 20,000 crore. To ensure that 
medicines continue to be available at 
reasonable prices to the common man, 
Government proposes to introduce a 
fresh pharmaceutical pricing 
policy.

6.6.6 Petroleum, Chemical and

Petrochemical Investment 
Regions The policy for creating 
Petroleum,  Chemical  and 
Petrochemical  Investment 
Regions seeks to ensure the 
adoption of a holistic approach 
to the development of global scale 
industrial clusters in the petroleum, 
chemical and petrochemical sectors 
with world class infrastructure. 
Investments amounting to around ‘ 
1.3 lakh crore have already been made 
in the approved regions in Andhra 
Pradesh, Gujarat and Orissa. These 
regions will witness the creation of 
infrastructure worth over ‘ 40,000 crore 
and are expected to generate

employment for approximately 26 lakh 
persons over a period of time. The 
Government will extend Viability Gap 
Funding of ‘ 1800 crore for creation of 
infrastructure in these regions.

6.6.7 Telecommunications
During the year, the number of telephone 
connections went up from 846.33 million 
to 943.50 million, which includes an 
increase of about 42.44 million in 
rural telephone connections. Overall 
teledensity increased from 70.89% to 
78.10% and the number of wireless 
connections has gone up from 811.60 
million to 911.18 million. Broadband 
connections increased during the year 

from 11.87 million to 13.54 million.

6.6.8 Information technology
The draft National Policy on Electronics 
re leased  on  3 .10 .2011  provides 
a roadmap for the development of 
the sector in the country. The draft 
Policy envisions creating a globally 
competitive Electronics System Design 
and Manufacturing industry including 
nano-electronics to meet the country’s 
needs and serve the international 
market.

The Indian IT-BPO industry reached the 
significant milestone of $ 100 billion 
in this year. The electronics hardware 
manufacturing sector has been identified 
as a thrust area and a number of steps 
have been taken for the promotion of 
this industry. The policy for preference 
to domestically manufactured electronic 
goods in procurement due to security 
considerations and in Government 
procurement was notified in February, 
2012. 

The National Knowledge Network 
is being set up to interconnect all 
institutions of higher learning 
and research with a highspeed 
data communication network 
to facilitate knowledge-sharing 
and collaborative research. 
A core backbone, consisting 
of 21 points of presence has 
been established, with 2.5 

Gbps capacity. Around 681 
institutions of higher learning and 
advanced research have been connected 
to the network and 52 virtual classrooms 
set up.

The Optical Fibre Network today has 
reached state capitals, district HQs 
and block HQs. Under the National 
Optical Fibre Network, all 2,50,000 
Gram Panchayats in the country will 
be connected through optical fibre. 
The Project will be funded by the 
government at an estimated cost of 
20,000 Crore over 2 years.

6.6.9 Steel
While capacity for crude steel production 
expanded from 78 million tones per 
annum(mtpa) in 2010-11 to 88 mtpa in 
2011-12, output of crude steel increased 
to 71.74 million tonnes in 2011-12 from 
69.57 million tonnes in 2010-11. Further, 
India continues to maintain its lead 
position as the world’s largest producer 
of direct reduced iron i.e. sponge iron.

The public sector steel companies 
performed well during the year and 
their combined profit after tax stood at 
approximately ‘ 8,390 crore during the 
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period April-December 2011. NMDC 
signed an Implementation Framework 
Agreement with Severstal, Russia’s third 
largest steelmaker for setting up an 
integrated Steel Plant in Karnataka with 
a capacity of 3 mtpa. For raw material 
security of the country, NMDC signed 
an MoU with Legacy Iron Ore Ltd., 
Australia for acquisition of 50% equity 
in the Company with a total investment 
of about Aus $ 18.89 million.

6.6.10 Mines
The Mines and Minerals (Development 
and Regulation) Bill, 2011 to 
replace the existing Mines 
and Minerals (Development 
and Regulation) Act, 1957 was 
introduced in the Lok Sabha. 
The Bill seeks a complete 
and holistic reform in the 
mining sector with provisions 
to address issues relating to 
sustainable mining, local area 
development and sharing of benefits 
with the people affected by mining 
operations.

The Ministry of Mines has prepared 
a detailed Strategic Plan document 
“Unlocking the Potential of the Indian 
Minerals Sector” in order to systematize 
the functioning of the Ministry and 
align it more directly with the vision 
emanating from the National Mineral 
Policy.

The National Aluminium Company 
(NALCO) has signed a Joint Venture 
agreement  wi th  Nuclear  Power 
Corporation of India (NPCIL) to build 
a nuclear power plant of 1400 MW 
at Kakrapar Gujarat. The Company 
would be initially investing ‘ 894 crore 
towards 26% equity, which would be 
subsequently enhanced to 49%.

6.6.11 Textiles
An Integrated Skill  Development 
Scheme was introduced, at a cost 
of ‘ 272 crore, to provide training to 
2.56 lakh during 2010-12. Under the 
scheme, more than 28,500 persons have 
successfully completed training during 
2011-12. Following the restructuring 
of the Technology Upgradation Fund 
scheme and enhancement of its 11th 
Plan outlay from ‘ 8,000 crore to ‘ 15,404 
crore, a subsidy expenditure of nearly ‘ 
3,000 crore was incurred during 2011-12 
in respect of projects costing ‘ 16,019 
crore. Commercial production has 
commenced in 24 out of the 40 textile 
parks sanctioned under the Scheme for 
Integrated Textiles Parks. Revival of the 
National Textiles Corporation (NTC) 

has gathered momentum. There has 
been remarkable improvement in cloth 
production which increased by 32%.

Recognizing the relevance and potential 
of the technical textiles sector, a 500 
crore pilot scheme for promotion of 
technical textiles in the North East 
Region has been announced.

6.6.12 handlooms and handicrafts
A financial package of ‘ 3884 crore 
forwaiver of loans of handloom weavers 
and their cooperative societies was 

announced in 2011-12.  The 
package is expected to benefit 
about 3 lakh individual handloom 
weavers and 15,000 cooperative 
s o c i e t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a 
comprehensive package of ‘ 
2362.15 crores was announced 
to provide cheap credit and 
subsidized yarn to weavers. 
During 2011-12, an amount 

of ‘ 82.50 lakh was placed with the 
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro 
and Small Enterprises to enable credit 
guarantee cover in respect of loans to be 
extended to 18,000 handloom weavers.

The total value of handicraft exports in 
2011-12 stood at US$ 3513.90 million as 
compared to US$ 2955.38 million in the 
previous year - an increase of 18.90%. 
Under the mega cluster scheme, ‘ 10 
crore has been sanctioned to replace 
2,000 looms in Jammu & Kashmir.

Life insurance cover has been provided 
to 5.91 lakh weavers and ancillary 
workers, along with scholarships of 
1200 per year to over 75,000 children of 
weavers. During the same period, 7.21 
lakh artisans were provided with health 
insurance coverage under the Rajiv 
Gandhi Shilpi Swasthya Bima Yojana 
while 2.08 lakh artisans were provided 
life insurance cover under the Janashree 
Bima Yojana.

6.6.13 jute
The Government increased the minimum 
support price of raw jute from ‘ 1675 per 
quintal in the jute year 2011-12 to 2200 
in jute year 2012-13.

6.7 Energy
6.7.1 Coal
Coal production aggregated 539.814 
Million Tonnes (MT) and Lignite 
Production 24.19 MT in 2011-12.

The Government finalised the Rules 
for allocation of blocks through the 
competitive bidding and the same were 
notified in February. Also, a notification 
was issued for commencement of the 
amendments made to the Mines & 

Minerals (Development & Regulation) 
Act for ensuring competitive bidding.

With effect from 1st January, 2012, 
Government has decided to switch 
over from Useful Heat Value based 
grading and pricing system to Gross 
Calorific Value based classification of 
non-cooking coal.

6.7.2 Power
During this year, power plants with 
aggregate generation capacity of 20,502 
MW have been commissioned. This is 
the highest ever capacity addition in a 
single year beating the previous best of 
12,160 MW achieved last year. As a result 
of various energy efficiency programs 
implemented by the Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency, the country could avoid the 
need for 2988 MW generation capacity.

I n  2 0 11 - 12 ,  po w er  d i s t r ib u t i o n 
projects worth ‘ 9,595.46 crore have 
been sanctioned and an amount of ‘ 
1,667.87 crore has been released under 
the Restructured Accelerated Power 
Development & Reform Programme. 
As a new initiative for improving the 
power distribution infrastructure in 
the country, Government of India has 
approved setting up of a National 
Electricity Fund that would provide 
interest subsidy on loans disbursed to 
the Power Distribution Companies in the 
public as well as private sector. Linked 
to carrying out distribution reforms, 
the Fund is targeted to provide interest 
subsidy of more than ‘ 8450 crore spread 
over 14 years for loans amounting to ‘ 
25,000 crore for distribution schemes 
to be sanctioned in the next two years.

In a bold move to remove fuel supplies 
bottlenecks, the Government has 
advised the Coal India Limited to 
sign FuelSupply Agreements with the 
thermal power plants that were either 
commissioned during the 11th Plan or 
would be getting commissioned in the 
first three years of the 12th Plan and 
that have entered into longterm Power 
Purchase Agreements with power 
Distribution Companies.

6.7.3 Petroleum and Natural Gas
Great emphasis has been placed on 
enhancing energy security through rapid 
exploration of domestic oil and gas 
reserves, combined with acquisitions 
abroad and enhancement of refining 
capacity. Domestic crude oil production 
was 38.085 million metric tonnes.

Two new refineries came on line at 
Bina, M.P. and Bhatinda, Punjab. These 
refineries would augment the availability 
of BS IV compliant fuels in Central and 
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Northern parts of the country. In this 
year, 25.680 MMTPA of refining capacity 
was added raising the total refining 
capacity to 213.066 MMTPA.

In order to ensure availability of basic 
petroleum products to the common man 
at a reasonable price, the government 
eliminated 5% Customs Duty on Crude 
Oil, reduced Customs Duty on petroleum 
products by 5% and reduced Excise Duty 
on Diesel by ‘ 2.60 per litre.

On March 23, 2012, the Prime Minister 
dedicated GAIL’s 2200 km Dahej-
Vi ja ipur-  Dadr i -Bawana-Nangal -
Bhatinda cross46 country pipeline to 
the nation. The pipeline project with an 
overall investment of ‘ 13,000 
crores covers 8 states namely 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Delhi, Punjab and 
Uttarakhand. This pipeline 
will not only interconnect the 
existing network but also meet 
the demand-supply gap of natural 
gas in the Northern region of 
the country. Completed in a record 45 
months, the project will spur industrial 
development across 40 industrial hubs.

6.7.4. Nuclear and Atomic Energy
The UPA Government continued with 
efforts to enhance nuclear power 
generation in the country while ensuring 
the highest levels of nuclear safety. 
The success of the Government’s 
international civil nuclear initiative was 
manifest in the highest ever generation 
of electricity from nuclear power during 
the year at 32,455 million units. Nuclear 
fuel production also reached a record 
high. Total installed nuclear power 
generating capacity reached 4780 MW, 
with an additional seven nuclear power 
reactors under construction, which will 
add 5300 MW of installed capacity.

Following the events at Fukushima 
in Japan in March 2011, Government 
directed safety reviews of all nuclear 
power reactors, whether in operation 
or under construction. The Nuclear 
Safety Regulatory Authority Bill, 2011 
was introduced in Parliament. The Civil 
Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 
came into force in November.

With the discovery of an additional 9620 
tonnes of reserves of uranium oxide in 
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Meghalaya 
and Jharkhand, the country’s uranium 
resources increased to about 1,72,400 
tones of uranium oxide. Two more 
uranium mines were also commissioned, 
taking the total number of uranium 

mines operating in the country to eight.

6.7.5 New and Renewable Energy 
Sources
The tota l  ins ta l led  capaci ty  of 
gridinteractive renewable power has 
reached about 25,000 MW by the end 
of 2011-12. Of this, about 5,000 MW 
generation capacity was added during 
2011-12, which is the highest ever 
renewable capacity addition in any one 
year.

The total grid-interactive generation 
capacity in the country of wind power 
now stands at 17,353 MW, solar power 
at 941 MW, small hydro power at 3396 
MW and bio-power at 3225 MW. In 2011-

12, a total of 1056 villages were 
covered by PV solar lighting 
system, which constitutes about 
11% of the total villages/hamlets 
covered through renewable 
energy for lighting purposes 
till now.

6.8 Transport 
Infrastructure

6.8.1 Roads
During this year, 62 projects for 7957 
km were awarded. This is 53% higher 
than the last year and the best ever 
achievement. Besides, 854 km of roads 
in Left Wing seamlessly without stopping 
at oll Plazas with electronic payment of 
user fees. It will be expanded to other 
parts of the country within the next 2 
years.

6.8.2 Civil Aviation
This year was the 100th year of Civil 
Aviation in India.  Domestic and 
international passenger traffic at civilian 
airports was 119.2 million and 39.9 
million respectively in the period 
January-December 2011, a growth 
of 18.6% and 7.5% compared to the 
previous year. To tide over the stress 
in the sector, the government allowed 
import of Aviation Turbine Fuel by 
airlines and External Commercial 
Borrowings up to 1 billion US dollars.

Government has agreed to provide 
equity infusion of over ‘ 30,000 crores 
to Air India to enable it to turn around 
and come back into profit. To improve 
the performance of Air India, several 
measures  were  taken including 
rationalization of loss making routes, 
return of leased aircraft, induction of 
new fleet, phasing out of old fleet and 
reduction of contractual employment. 

Construction of new airports and 
buildings was completed at Jalgaon, 
Lucknow, Indore and Rajahmundry. To 
delink accident investigation from the 

regulator DGCA, an Air Investigation 
Bureau has been set up under the 
Ministry. The Ministry is drafting a 
new Civil Aviation Policy to address 
passenger and consumer related issues.

6.8.3 Shipping – Ports and Inland 
Waterways
During 2011-12, three new projects  
were awarded under the Public Private 
Partnership mode which will provide 
additional capacity at an investment of 
about ‘ 7977 crore. Shipping Tonnage 
under the Indian Flag also crossed the 
10 million Gross Tonnage (GT) target set 
for the XI Plan with a total tonnage of 
11.03 million GT. A major breakthrough 
was made in inland waterways when 
a Tripartite Agreement was signed 
between NTPC, Inland Waterways 
Authority of India and Jindal ITF Ltd. for 
transportation of imported coal for the 
Farakka Power Plant with an investment 
of about ‘ 650 crore in the private sector.

6.8.4 Railways
Indian Railways maintained its growth in 
both freight and passenger traffic with a 
5.2% growth in loading and 5.29% growth 
in passenger traffic. Earnings grew by 
9.13%. More than 700 kms of new railway 
lines were added to the system and 856 
kms of track was converted into broad 
gauge. Another 752 kms of track was 
doubled and 1165 route kms electrified. 
129 new trains were introduced during 
the year. Rolling stock production and 
acquisition has been the best ever with 
a fleet of 582 locomotives and 18357 
wagons being added to the pool.

The country’s first air-conditioned 
superfast Double-Decker train was 
flagged off in October, 2011. 236 Railway 
Stations have been approved as Adarsh 
stations and work at 549 other stations 
have been completed for upgrading 
them to the Adarsh category.

Construction activity is under progress 
on the Western and Eastern Dedicated 
Freight Corridors, which are targeted for 
completion by March 2017. This would 
decongest the existing passenger routes 
enabling introduction of more trains and 
higher speeds. In order to provide a safer 
system, initiatives such as provision of 
Train Protection Warning System have 
been taken up.

6 . 9  O t h e r  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n 
infrastructure development
6.9.1 Infrastructure Debt funds
Infrastructure Debt Funds have been 
notified to attract foreign funds for 
financing of infrastructure. IDFs will 
pool resources from off-shore pension 
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funds, insurance companies, sovereign 
wealth funds etc. to provide long term 
debt to infrastructure projects. The first 
Infrastructure Debt Fund with an initial 
size of ‘ 8000 crore, has been launched.

6.9.2 Public Private Partnerships
Public Private Partnerships are an 
effective tool for bringing private sector 
efficiencies in the creation of economic 
and social infrastructure assets and 
for delivery of quality public services. 
In 2011-12, 52 projects with a total 
project cost of around 45,081 crore 
have been granted approval by the 
Public Private Partnership Appraisal 
Committee (PPPAC). Under the Viability 
Gap Funding Scheme, 42 projects were 
granted approval for support of ‘ 3251 
crore.

6.10 Taxation
6.10.1 Direct Tax Code
The Direct Taxes Code (DTC) Bill, 2010 
was introduced in Parliament in August, 
2010. The DTC Bill seeks to improve the 
efficiency and equity of the tax system 
and to promote voluntary compliance. 
The Parliamentary Standing Committee 
examining the legislation has submitted 
its report in March, 2012.

6.10.2 Goods and Services Tax 
(GST)
The Constitution (115th Amendment) 
Bill which was introduced in Lok Sabha 
on 22nd March, 2011 to enable the 
Parliament and the State Legislatures 
to make laws for levying GST has since 
been referred to the Standing Committee 
on Finance for examination.

The work on establishing a strong GST 
Network for the smooth implementation 
of GST is at an advanced stage. A special 
purpose vehicle will be set up to provide 
IT infrastructure and services to various 
stakeholders including the Centre and 
the States. While the SPVs services 
would be critical to actual rollout of GST 
at a future date, it is also expected to 
render valuable services to the Centre/
State tax administrations prior to the 
GST implementation.

6.11 Commerce
As a result of the multi-pronged 
strategy adopted to promote exports, 
merchandise exports reached US$ 
303 billion and total trade reached 
approximately US$ 792 billion. Exports 
from the plantation sector covering tea, 
coffee, rubber and spices rose to US$ 
1500 million in the first nine months 
compared to US$ 1065 million.

Preferential access to new markets has 
been recognized as an important policy 

support measure in India’s strategy 
for 50 doubling its exports by 2013-14 
to reach US$ 500 Billion. Last year, 
India operationalized two important 
Free Trade Agreements, namely the 
India Japan Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement and the India-
Malaysia Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation Agreement. An India-Africa 
bilateral trade target of US$ 90 Billion 
was set for 2015.

In six years since the Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs) Act and Rules were 
notified in 2006, approvals have been 
granted for setting up 589 SEZs of 
which 389 presently stand notified. 
SEZs are providing employment to 
more than 8 lakh persons. 
In addition, millions of man 
days of employment have been 
generated by the developers 
for infrastructure activities. 
The total physical exports from 
SEZs during the financial year 
2011-12 have been to the tune of 
‘ 3,64,477.73 crore, registering 
a growth of 15.39% over the 
previous financial year.

6.12 Public Sector Enterprises
Coal  India Limited was granted 
‘Maharatna’ status and Neyveli Lignite 
Corporation was granted ‘Navratna’ 
status during 2011-12. This has brought 
the number of Maharatna CPSEs to 5 
and Navratna CPSEs to 16. A new Policy 
for Acquisition of Raw Material Assets 
Abroad by CPSEs’ has been approved.

The Board for Reconstruction of Public 
Sector Enterprises was established 
to address the task of strengthening, 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  r e v i v i n g  a n d 
restructuring of CPSEs. Revival of 43 
sick CPSEs envisaging a total assistance 
of ‘ 25,908 crores has been approved 
so far. Of the 43 CPSEs approved for 
revival, 24 CPSEs posted a profit/profit 
before tax in 2010-11, with 13 CPSEs 
posting a profit consecutively for 3 years 
or more.

6.13 Disinvestment as a continuing 
measure of Economic Reforms
More than ‘13,894 crore was raised 
through public issues by Power 
Finance Corporation and ONGC. All the 
disinvestment proceeds are utilized for 
funding capital expenditure under social 
sector schemes. The disinvestment 
initiated in 1991 as an economic reform 
process, has passed through many 
phases. In the present disinvestment 
phase, the emphasis is on listing of 
Central Public Sector Enterprises on 

Stock Exchanges with the dual objective 
of sharing their prosperity with the 
people of the country and bringing about 
enhanced corporate governance.

7. SUSTAINING ThE 
ENVIRONMENT
7.1 National Action Plan on Climate 
Change
The National Action Plan advocates 
a strategy that promotes, firstly, the 
adaptation to Climate Change and 
secondly, further enhancement of the 
ecological sustainability of India’s 
development path. The eight missions 
under the PM’s Council on Climate 
Change are the Jawaharlal Nehru 

National Solar Mission, the 
National Water Mission, the 
National Missions on Enhanced 
Energy Efficiency, Sustainable 
Habitat, and Strategic Knowledge 
for Climate Change, and the 
National Missions for Sustaining 
the Himalayan Ecosystem, a 
Green India and sustainable 
Agriculture.

7.2 forest Conservation
An amount of ‘ 848 crore was released to 
State Level Compensatory  Afforestation 
F u n d  M a n a g e m e n t  &  P l a n n i n g 
Authorities to carry out protection, 
conservation and regeneration of natural 
forests in addition to compensatory 
afforestation. 

7.3 National Green Tribunal
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
was established in October, 2010 for 
effective and expeditious disposal 
of cases relating to environmental 
protection and conservation of forests 
and other natural resources including 
enforcement of any legal right relating 
to environment and giving relief and 
compensation for damages to persons 
and property. Delhi, Bhopal, Pune, 
Kolkata and Chennai are the five places 
of sitting of the NGT.

7.4 Mission Clean Ganga
Projects worth nearly ‘ 2,600 crore have 
been sanctioned by the National Ganga  
River Basin Authority (NGRBA). These 
include projects for development of 
sewer networks, sewage treatment 
plants and sewage pumping stations, 
electric crematoria, community toilets 
and development of river fronts.

Severa l  innovat ions  have  been 
introduced for improved implementation 
of projects sanctioned by the NGRBA. 
These include Tripartite Memoranda 
of Agreements, project appraisal by 
independent institutions, Third Party 
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Inspection, etc. State River Conservation 
Authorities have been constituted in the 
five Ganga basin States to facilitate 
better coordination and implementation 
of conservation activities at the State 
level.

The Central Government has secured 
World Bank assistance of US$ 1 billion 
for the NGRBA Programme. The World 
Bank project will support NGRBA’s 
immediate objective of Mission Clean 
Ganga.

7.5 Tiger Conservation
A detailed report on the country level 
status of tigers, co-predators and prey in 
India was released in July, 2011. This was 
the second round of country 
level snapshot assessment. 
The earlier estimation made in 
2006 indicated that there were 
1411 tigers in the country; the 
current estimates show that this 
number has increased by about 
20% to 1706.

8 NEW hORIzONS
8.1 Science & Technology
8.1.1 Strengthening S&T and 
Innovation Infrastructure
The Academy of Scientific & Innovative 
Research Bill, 2011 was passed by both 
Houses of the Parliament during the 
winter session and received assent of the 
President of India on 6th February, 2012. 
The Academy will focus on research 
and training in areas not ordinarily 
provided by the existing universities in 
the country. The curricula, pedagogy 
and evaluation will be innovative and 
directed towards creating highest 
quality personnel in trans-disciplinary 
areas.

The Government has approved the 
setting up of the Bio-technology Industry 
Research Assistance Council (BIRAC) 
in order to stimulate and enhance the 
innovation capacity of the industry and 
to promote and sustain Public Private 
Partnership. Established as a section 
25 company, BIRAC will provide end-
to-end services to the industry, mainly 
startups and SMEs.

The National Data Sharing and Access 
Policy (NDSAP), was approved and 
notified by the Government. It aims at 
promoting a technology-based culture 
of data management as well as data 
sharing and access between government 
departments and the civil society. 
The policy reflects the Government’s 
commitment to transparency and 
efficiency in governance.

6.2 lakh school students in the 10-15 age 

group have been given Innovation in 
Science Pursuit for Inspired Research 
(INSPIRE) awards. Over 1 lakh interns 
in the 16-17 age group have been 
supported under the INSPIRE scheme 
while more than 10,000 scholarships 
in the 17-22 age group, 1,200 doctoral 
fellowships in the 22-27 age group and 
nearly 50 faculty awards in the 27-32 
age group have been provided. Nearly 
half of the total recipients of the awards 
were female, while about three quarters 
of these awards were given to weaker 
sections of the society.

8.1.2 New products & services
Through a public-private partnerhsip, 

CSIR-Nat iona l  Aerospace 
Laboratories has designed and 
developed the CNM5, a 5 seater 
all-metal aircraft, capable of 
carrying two stretchers. The 
aircraft was test flown in the first 
week of September, 2011. The 
CNM5 is designed to meet the 
latest global standards, while 
operating in environments 

with limited infrastructure at extremely 
low costs per seat mile.

A district-level agro-meteorological 
advisory service covering 560 districts 
has been made operational for farmers 
encompassing a 5-day weather forecast 
and advisory on agricultural practices. 
About 30 lakh farmers have subscribed 
to the services for receiving the 
information through mobile phones. 
A fishing zone advisory system has 
also been set up to provide timely 
information to the coastal fisherman 
community on the fish abundance 
locations and local weather conditions.

The Indian Tsunami Warning System has 
been made capable of issuing tsunami 
warning for India and the Indian Ocean 
Rim countries within 8 minutes of 
occurrence of the earthquake in the 
Indian Ocean, and has been recognized 
as Regional Tsunami Service Provider 
for the Indian Ocean Region.

C S I R - C S M C R I  h a s  d e v e l o p e d 
a defectfree high flux hollow fibre 
membrane based technology for 
water disinfection and purification at 
affordable cost using polymers and 
their blends. The technology has been 
transferred for commercial exploitation.

A totally indigenous and environmental 
friendly technology, for conversion of 
seawater into potable drinking water 
has been developed, demonstrated and 
commissioned at select island territories 
and coastal power plants. During 

the year 2011, two more desalination 
plants of 1 lakh litre capacity were 
established one each in Minicoy and 
Agatti, in March, 2011 and August 2011, 
respectively.

8.2 Space programme
There were four successful launches 
of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV) during the year. A number of 
satellites were placed in orbit during 
these launches, including Resourcesat-2, 
GSAT-12, RISAT-1, the Indo-French 
satellite Megha-Tropiques, the Indo-
Russian satellite Youthsat, two satellites 
for Indian educational institutions 
and two satellites for international 
customers. In addition, the advanced 
communication satellite GSAT-8 was 
launched from French Guyana using a 
foreign launch vehicle. 

The development of the Geosynchronous 
Satel l i te  Launch Vehicle (GSLV) 
for  l aunch  o f  sa te l l i t es  in to  a 
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit made a 
major breakthrough with the successful 
test of the indigenous cryogenic engine. 
The development of the GSLV Mark 
III, for launch of larger satellites, also 
achieved significant progress with 
the successful static tests of the solid 
booster and the liquid core stage.

The President of India inaugurated a 
new Mission Control Centre and Launch 
Control Centre at Sriharikota on January 
2, 2012.

The Satish Dhawan Supercomputing 
Facility at the Vikram Sarabhai Space 
C e n t r e  i n  T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m 
was fabricated for solving complex 
aerospace problems. This is  onsidered 
to be India’s fastest supercomputer in 
terms of theoretical peak performance 
of 220 Trillion Floating Point Operations 
per second.

8.3 Information & Broadcasting
8.3.1 Introduction of Digital 
Access System in Cable Television 
Networks
Central Government has taken a 
decision to switch over the existing 
analogue cable television networks to 
the digital format by introducing Digital 
Addressable System (DAS). The Cable 
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 
1995 has been amended by the Cable 
Television Networks (Regulation) 
Amendment Act, 2011, to put in place 
the requisite legal framework for 
mandatory digital switch-over of the 
cable television networks in a phased 
time-bound manner as under:

• Phase-I : Four Metros of Delhi, 
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M u m b a i ,  K o l k a t a  a n d 
Chennai by 30th June, 2012

• Phase - I I :  C i t ies  wi th  a 
population more than one 
million by 31st March, 2013

• P h a s e - I I I  :  A l l  u r b a n 
areas  (Munic ipal  Corp. / 
M u nic ipa l i t i es )  by  3 0 th 
September, 2014

• Phase-IV: Rest of India by 31st 
December, 2014

Prasar Bharati has launched upon a plan 
to digitalize its vast networks by 2017. 
The Government would provide funds 
in the 12th Plan to Prasar Bharati for 
this purpose.

8.3.2 fM Radio Expansion(Phase 
III)
The government has announced policy 
guidelines for Phase-III expansion of 
FM radio broadcasting service through 
private agencies and a total of 294 
cities will be covered with the FM radio 
services. 839 new FM radio stations shall 
be launched in addition to those already 
existing. All the cities with population 
of more than one lakh will have access 
to FM radio under this expansion. 
This would provide entertainment and 
information to people even in remote 
areas in the country. Under the policy, 
the Government for the first time has 
permitted private FM operators to 
carry news of All India Radio in its 
unaltered form on their channels. The 
policy also provides special incentives 
for extending the reach of FM Radio 
to North-Eastern States, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Island territories.

8.3.3 Setting up of the regional 
Centres of Indian Institute of Mass 
Communication (IIMC)
In order to provide quality training 
to young professionals in different 
media platforms, it has been decided 
to establish four regional Centres of the 
Indian Institute of Mass Communication 
(IIMC) in the States of Jammu & Kashmir, 
Kerala, Maharashtra and Mizoram. Out 
of the four, two Centres at Amravati 
(Maharashtra) and Aizawl (Mizoram) 
have already become operational during 
this year.

8.4 Tourism
India has witnessed a record number of 
foreign tourists during 2011. The number 
has gone up from 5.78 million in 2010 
to 6.29 million in 2011 while revenue 
increased from $ 14,193 million to $ 
16,564 million during the same period. 
Implementation of the Hunarse- Rozgar 

scheme continued for skill 
development in hospitality and 
service sectors. This scheme is 
aimed at creating employable 
skills among 8th pass youth. 
Because of the vigorous efforts 
made by the Ministry, 11,692 
persons have been trained 
under the scheme this year 

exceeding the target set for the 
year.

Campaign Clean India was launched in 
December, 2011 as an extensive social 
awareness campaign. The objective of 
the campaign is to bring trust among 
tourists for acceptable level of hygiene 
and cleanlinesss. The campaign is aimed 
to bring together the efforts of various 
Central Ministries, State Governments, 
Union Territory Administrations and 
private stakeholders In achieving the 
objectives. 

8.5 Sports: Preparation for the London 
Olympics

A mission mode project has been 
launched. Under ‘Operation Excellence 
for London Olympics, 2012, ` 258.39 
crore was allocated for aiding the 
preparation of 732 probable athletes 
for the forthcoming Olympic games. 63 
sportspersons have already qualified for 
participation in the London Olympics, 
2012.

8.6 Culture
8.6.1 Commemoration of 150th 
Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath 
Tagore/Swami Vivekananda
As a part of ongoing commemoration of 
150th Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath 
Tagore, Ministry of Culture organized a 
large number of programmes. A “Tagore 
Award for Promotion of Universal 
Brotherhood” has been instituted. Under 
joint Indo-Bangla celebrations, the 
cultural troupes from both the countries 
have visited various locations in two 
countries and presented cultural events. 
The commemoration elicited a buoyant 
wave of enthusiasm which showed 
the receptivity to the ideas embodied 
by Tagore. Exhibitions of original 
Tagore paintings were also organized 
in several countries. Further, selection 
of 208 paintings from the collections of 
Vishva Bharati is presently travelling to 
nine locations abroad, in three circuits, 
since September 2011. Keeping Tagore’s 
paintings at its centre the exhibition, 
also highlighted the holistic persona of 
Gurudev Tagore through photographs, 
wall texts and supporting multimedia 
presentations including screening of 

films on him.

For commemoration of 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, 
Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math 
is implementing Vivekananda Value 
Education Programme for propagating 
the legacy and philosophy of Swami 
Vivekananda, for which an amount of 
100 crore would be provided to the 
Mission.

8.6.2 National Mission on Libraries
A High Level Committee to be called as 
National Mission on Libraries has been 
constituted to advise the Government 
of India on all library and information 
sector matters of national importance.

8.6.3 Cultural heritage youth 
Leadership Programme
A central sector scheme relating to 
Cultural Heritage Youth Leadership 
Programme was  inaugurated  in 
November 2011 with the objective 
o f  e n r i c h i n g  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f 
culture amongst youth, in order to 
promote cultural awareness; mutual 
understanding and respect, as also to 
develop a love for India’s rich heritage, 
with a view to developing appropriate 
leadership qualities amongst youth.

8.6.4 India’s Election to WhC for a 
4-year Term – 2012 To 2015
In November, 2011 India was elected 
as a member of the prestigious World 
Heritage Committee of UNESCO for a 
four year term (2012-15).

8.7 Development of youth
With a view to evolving the Rajiv 
Gandhi National Institute for Youth 
Development as a world class research, 
documentation and resource center and 
assisting in policy formulation for youth, 
a Bill has been introduced in Parliament 
to convert this institution into an 
institution of national importance. 

Out of the first batch of 200 youth 
volunteers trained under the Youth 
Employability Skill  Development 
project in the North -East, 164 youth 
volunteers have got placement. Another 
1,069 youth are undergoing training 
under the project. Skill acquisition is 
also proposed to be introduced from 
this year as an additional component 
for 30,000 volunteers of National Service 
Scheme

8.8 India Post on the Move
The ambitious IT modernization project 
for computerization and networking 
of all  1.55 lakh post-offices and 
development of software applications 
for mail, banking, postal life insurance, 
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financial services and human resource 
activities, is moving ahead. Automated 
Mail Processing Centres are being set up 
in metro cities to speed up mail sorting. 
More than 3 million residents in rural 
and tribal areas have been covered 
under Rural Postal Life Insurance in 
the year.

8.9 Aadhaar
The Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI) has been mandated to 
issue unique identification numbers 
(Aadhaar) to all the residents of India. 
UIDAI has enrolled, through multiple 
registrars, 20 crore residents by March 
2012. UIDAI will enroll an additional 
40 crore residents over the next 18 to 
24 months.

9 MANAGING DISASTERS
9.1 Disaster-specific guidelines and 
mainstreaming of disaster concerns
A comprehensive book on ‘Disaster 
Management in India’ highlighting 
disaster concerns and initiatives has 
been prepared and released to all 
States/Union Territories. The National 
Disaster Management Authority has 
so far issued 17 guidelines, the latest 
being on ‘National Disaster 
Management Information and 
Communication System.’ These 
guidelines cover multiple facets 
of disaster management at the 
operational level.

9 . 2  N a t i o n a l  D i s a s t e r 
Response force
A robust response mechanism 
for disaster situations has been 
developed including early warning and 
communication systems. The strength 
of the National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) has been augmented to 
ten battalions.

In 2011-12, 8201 NDRF personnel 
along with necessary equipment were 
deployed during calamities like floods 
and earthquakes in various parts of 
the country and around 19442 people 
rescued. An NDRF team was also 
deployed in Japan in the aftermath of 
the tsunami affecting the country.

9.3 Relief for floods
A sound financial mechanism has been 
developed for disaster relief. During the 
year, an amount of ‘ 4279 crore of central 
share of State Disaster Response Fund 
was released to the States. Besides, 
financial assistance to the tune of ‘ 2458 
crore was also provided to different 
States from the National Disaster 
Response Fund for the management 
of immediate relief operations in areas 

affected by calamities of severe nature.

9.4 Relief for major natural 
calamities
9.4.1 Sikkim Earthquake
An earthquake measuring 6.8 magnitude 
in the Richter scale occurred on 
September 18, 2011 in Sikkim causing 
extensive damages in the State. The 
States of Bihar, West Bengal and Assam 
were also affected. Government of India 
immediately provided logistic support in 
the form of relief material, deployment 
of Army, Air Force, Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police and National Disaster Response 
Force for carrying out  rescue and relief 
efforts. Roads, telecommunication and 
power, lines were immediately restored. 
‘ 227 crore have been approved from the 
National disaster Response Fund.

9.4.2 Cyclone ‘ Thane’
A cyclonic storm ‘Thane’ hit the coastal 
areas in December, 2011, affecting the 
State of Tamil Nadu and Union Territory 
of Puducherry. An advance grant of ̀  500 
crore to Tamil Nadu and ` 125 crore to 
Puducherry was released for carrying 
out immediate relief and restoration 
activities. An additional amount of ̀  638 

crore has been approved from 
the National Disaster Response 
Fund for Tamil Nadu.

9.4.3 floods in Odisha
Odisha was affected by severe 
successive floods during the 
month of September 2011. 
Immediate logistic supports 
were provided in the form 
of deployment of National 

Disaster Response Force and also air 
support by Air Force for carrying out 
rescue and relief operations. An amount 
of more than ‘ 900 crore has been 
approved from the National Disaster 
Response Fund. 

10 ADDRESSING SPECIAL 
DEVELOPMENT NEEDS
10.1 The North-East
10.1.1 Infrastructure development
During the year, 106 infrastructure 
projects, at an estimated cost of ‘ 1089.22 
crore were sanctioned and ‘ 798.99 crore 
were released under the Non-Lapsable 
Pool of Resources Scheme (NLCPR).

In 2011-12, cumulatively, works in 
11250 un-electrified villages and 
intensive electrification in 16336 already 
electrified villages have been completed. 
Moreover, free electricity connections 
have been provided to 10.54 lakh rural 
BPL households under the Rajiv Gandhi 
Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana.

In order to ensure effective and optimal 
utilisation of funds available in the non-
lapsable pools, it has been decided to 
introduce the NLCPR - Central scheme. 
This would help channelize funds 
for filling critical gaps in executing 
infrastructure projects in the northeast. 
Through this scheme funds would be 
made available for implementation of 
major projects of national or regional 
importance in the region. Involvement 
of  central  Ministr ies  in  project 
implementation will not only quicken 
the pace of development, it would also 
bring in their technical know-how and 
domain expertise.

10.1.2 Securing peace
The security situation in many of 
the North Eastern States showed 
improvements  in 2011 as compared to 
the previous year in terms of number 
of incidents of violence and casualties 
of civilians and security forces. During 
the year, a Memorandum of Settlement 
was signed with the United People’s 
Democratic Solidarity of Karbi in 
Assam and the organization dissolved 
itself. Naga peace talks continued along 
with cease fire with all factions of the 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland.

10.2 jammu & kashmir
10.2.1 Relief and rehabilitation of 
migrants and persons affected by 
militancy
Implementation of a package of ‘ 1,618 
crore, announced by the Prime Minister 
for return and rehabilitation of  Kashmiri 
migrants continued during the year. 
Against the target of constructing 495 
units of transit accommodation, 335 
units have been completed. Against 
3,000 supernumerary posts created for 
Kashmiri migrant youths, appointment 
orders for 2,169 candidates have been 
issued and 1441 have joined.

Work is in progress for constructing 
5,242 two-room tenements in Jammu 
for Kashmiri migrants, at a cost of ‘ 
385 crore. All the flats are likely to be 
completed this month.

10.2.2 Special Task Force for Jammu and 
Ladakh regions

The Special Task Force for Jammu 
region has recommended short duration 
projects costing nearly ‘ 500 crore. 
Similarly, STF for Ladakh region has 
recommended short term projects 
costing ‘ 415 crore. In the Union Budget 
2011-12, Special Plan Assistance of 150 
crore and 100 crore has been made for 
the infrastructural needs of Jammu and 
Ladakh regions respectively.
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10.2.3 Lake Conservation
Government has approved resettlement 
and rehabilitation of around 10,000 
families living in and around Dal and 
Nageen Lake in Srinagar at a cost of ‘ 
356 crore. The projects for conservation 
of Manser Lake and Tsomoriri Lake are 
likely to be completed this year.

10.2.4 Skill Development & Employment

A set of special initiatives, including the 
Skill Empowerment and Employment 
Scheme called “Himayat” and the 
Special Industry Initiative, known as 
“Udaan” have been launched for the 
youth of Jammu and Kashmir. While 
“Himayat” would be covering one lakh 
youth in the next 5 years at a cost of ̀  235 
crore, “Udaan” aims at targeting 40,000 
youth for skill development with 
a total budget of ` 1,000 crore 
for 5 years. More than 1,000 
trainees have already been 
given placement letters in 
different sectors.

10.2.5 Electricity
For implementation of the Pakal 
Dul (1000 MW), Kwar (520 MW) 
and Kiru (600 MW)  projects 
in the Chenab basin, an MoU has 
been signed between the National 
Hydroelectric Power Corporation 
Ltd, Jammu & Kashmir State Power 
Development Corporation and Power 
Trading Corporation and a joint venture 
company. M/s Chenab Valley Power 
Projects Pvt. Ltd. has been registered 
on 13.06.2011. International competitive 
bids on turnkey basis have been invited 
for execution of PakalDul Project.

In J&K, 105 Un-electrified and 1,777 
Partially Electrified villages have been 
electrified and BPL connection have 
been provided to 30,353 families until 
31st March, 2012.

10.2.6 Securing Peace
In 2011, Jammu and Kashmir witnessed 
a perceptible improvement in all 
parameters of terrorist violence and the 
Kashmir Valley remained comparatively 
free of major law and order or civil 
disturbances. After a long gap, Panchayat 
elections were held peacefully in J&K; 
it received an overwhelming response 
from the people with more than 80% 
voter turnout. Compared to the previous 
year there was marked improvement in 
the number of tourists, Amarnath yatris 
and Vaishnodevi yatris.

11 SECURITy
11.1 Internal security
The internal security situation in the 
country is showing distinct signs of 

improvement. The Government signed a 
tripartite agreement for setting up of the 
Gorkhaland Territorial Administration. 
A number of initiatives were taken 
to strengthen the internal security 
architecture.

11.1.1 Left Wing Extemism
The Government’s approach is to 
deal with left wing extremism in a 
holistic manner, in the areas of security, 
development, ensuring rights of local 
communities, good governance and 
public perception. State governments 
deal with various issues related to 
the activities of left wing extremists 
in States. The Central government 
supplements their efforts through a 
wide range of schemes.

Implementation of the Integrated 
Action Plan continued for 
providing public infrastructure 
and services in select tribal 
and backward districts most 
of which are affected

by lef t  wing extremism. 
The Plan, which was being 
implemented in 60 districts, 
has been extended to 78 

districts.

In order to give a push to development 
works in areas affected by left wing 
extremism, Government approved 
formation of 10 new Specialized India 
Reserve Battalions and conversion of 
3 previously sanctioned India Reserve 
Battalions into specialized India Reserve 
Battalions. These Battalions have 
both security as well as engineering 
formations to remove any hindrance in 
executing developmental works.

11.1 .2  Operat ional is ing  the 
National Investigation Agency
The National Investigation Agency has 
been strengthened. Its new branch 
offices have been opened at Guwahati 
and Kochi. Branch offices at Mumbai 
and Lucknow are likely to be opened 
shortly. 265 new posts were sanctioned 
for the agency. Of the 34 cases assigned 
to the agency for investigateon, charge-
sheets have been filed in 20 cases and 
there has been conviction in 2 cases. 
Also, the agency has been successful in 
freezing 18 bank accounts in connection 
with terror funding.

11.1.3 Countering terrorism
Land for setting up of the headquarters 
of the National Intelligence Grid in 
Delhi has already been acquired. 
NATGRID will in due course link 
various databases in the country for 
constructing actionable intelligence to 

combat terrorism and internal security 
threats.

11.1.4 Crime and Criminal Tracking 
Network & Systems
More than ‘  418 crore have been 
released to the States and UTs under the 
project called the Crime and Criminal 
Tracking Network & Systems which 
is being implemented for creating a 
comprehensive and integrated system 
for enhancing the efficiency and 
effectiveness of policing at all levels, 
especially at the police station level.

11.1.5 Modernisation of state police 
forces
During the year 2011-12, an amount of ‘ 
800 crore was released to various states 
under the Scheme of Modernisation 
of State Police Forces, which is an 
important initiative for capacity building 
of State police.

11.1.6 Coastal Security
F o l l o w i n g  r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f 
vulnerabilities, Phase-II of the Coastal 
Security Scheme has been launched 
with an outlay ‘ 1579 crore. It aims to 
add another 131 Coastal Police Stations, 
60 Jetties, 180 Patrolling Boats, 10 large 
Vessels for A&N Islands along with other 
policing infrastructure in coastal States/
Union Territories.

11.2 Managing Borders
11.2.1 Border infrastructure
The Government continued with its 
efforts for strengthening the border 
infrastructure. Until March 2012, 
construction of 2760 km of fencing, 
3,605 km of border roads and 1,292 km 
of floodlighting have been completed 
along the Indo-Bangladesh border. 31 
additional border out posts have been 
added on the Indo-Bangladesh and 
the Indo-Pakistan borders during the 
current year taking the total number of 
outposts to 1,442.

11.2.2 Border Area Development
During 2011-12, an amount of ‘ 1,003 
crore has been released to border States 
under the Border Area Development 
Programme.

11.2.3 Cross-Border Services
To facilitate trans-border movement 
of goods and people, 13 integrated 
checkposts are being set up at designated 
entry points on the international land 
borders of the country, at an estimated 
cost of ‘ 635 crore. The Integrated Check 
Post at Attari, Punjab, on the Indo-
Pakistan Border has been completed 
while the Integrated Check Posts at 
Raxaul and Jogbani, both in Bihar 
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along the Indo-Nepal Border, are under 
construction. 

11.3 Defence
The UPA Government has placed 
special emphasis on enhancing defence 
preparedness and upgrading the 
capabilities of the Armed Forces to 
meet security challenges. During the 
year, several important items of defence 
equipment and systems were inducted, 
including transport aircraft, medium lift 
helicopters, interceptor boats and fleet 
tankers. The ordnance factories and 
Defence Public Sector Undertakings 
maintained their trend of increased 
production and enhanced

i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  R e s e a r c h  a n d 
Development.

Defence Research and Development 
Organisation successfully test fired the 
indigenously developed Agni-V Long 
Range Ballistic Missile with a range of 
5,000 km and the capability to carry 
various forms of payloads, taking India 
into a select club of countries in the 
world. Other major milestones during 
the year included launch of Agni-IV 
missile and the surface-to-surface 
tactical battlefield missile Prithvi-II, 
and the induction of the Light Combat 
Aircraft Tejas into the Indian Air Force. 
The first fully modified aircraft for the 
indigenously developed Indian Airborne 
Early Warning and Control System took 
to the skies in December 2011. The 
nuclear-powered attack submarine INS 
Chakra was inducted into the Indian 
Navy on April 4, 2012.

12 GOVERNANCE AND CIVIL 
SOCIETy
12.1 Anti-Corruption Measures 
The Group of Ministers (GoM) set up 
in January 2011 to consider  measures 
to tackle corruption has submitted two 
reports. Government has accepted the 
recommendations of the Group with 
minor modifications. In pursuance of 
this, Government has directed that 
requests for sanction of prosecution are 
to be decided upon by the competent 
authority within a period of three 
months. Government decided that for 
all officers of the central government 
above the rank of Joint Secretary, 
the competent authority to approve 
initiation of enquiry/investigation under 
Section 6A of the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act will be the Minister-
in-charge in the Government of India. 
Government has also accepted the 
recommendation of the GoM to put in 
place regulatory parameters for exercise 

of discretionary powers by Ministers and 
to place them in public domain.

A comprehensive ‘Lokpal and Lakyuktas 
Bill, 2011’ was passed by the Lok 
Sabha this year. ‘The Whistle Blowers 
Protection Bill 2011’ intended to provide 
protection to whistle-blowers, was 
passed by the Lok Sabha and is presently 
with the Rajya Sabha.

India ratified the United Nations 
Convention Against Corruption in May, 
2011. The Convention has entered into 
force for India on 8th June 2011. With 
a view to ensuring full compliance 
with this Convention, ‘The Prevention 
of Bribery of Foreign Public Officials 
and Officials of Public International 
Organizations Bill 2011’ was introduced 
in the Lok Sabha. The Report of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
the Bill is under consideration of the 
Government.

12.2 Reforms
12.2.1 e-Governance
The National e-Governance Plan was 
approved by the Government with 
the vision to “Make all Government 
services accessible to the common man 
in his locality, through common service 
delivery outlets and ensure efficiency, 
transparency & reliability of such 
services at affordable costs to realize 
the basic needs of the common man”. A 
network of more than 100,000 Common 
Service Centres for electronic delivery 
of public services to citizens in rural 
areas has been rolled out. Computer 
software tools and fonts have been 
made available in 22 Indian languages 
in 24 States. Pilots for delivering high-
volume, citizen-centric e-Governance 
services have been implemented in 
districts across seven states under the 
e-District Project.

The MCA-21 e-Governance project for 
facilitating business by simplifying and 
reducing documentation was carried 
forward by enabling online allotment of 
the Director Identification Number and 
integrating it with the Income Tax PAN. 
This will substantially reduce delays in 
incorporation of a company. A record 
15 lakh annual reports were filed during 
the year with a peak of 70,000 filings on 
a single day.

Rules have been amended to facilitate 
payments by direct credit to the 
bank accounts of payees. A secured 
electronic payment system, through 
“Government epayment gateway” has 
been commissioned  to facilitate this 
process. This measure will streamline 

the process of making payments, 
minimize the interface of the payees 
withGovernment offices and will usher 
in green banking.

1 2 . 2 . 2  P u b l i c  P r o c u r e m e n t 
Legislation
Following the announcement made by the 
Prime Minister in his Independence Day 
address of 2011, the Public Procurement 
Bill, 2012 has been drafted and approved 
by the Cabinet. The Bill seeks to regulate 
public procurement by all Ministries and 
Departments of the central government, 
Central Public Sector Enterprises 
and bodies controlled by the Central 
Government to  ensure transparency, 
fa ir  and equi table  t reatment  of 
bidders, promoting competition and 
enhancing efficiency and economy 
in the procurement process. The Bill 
would create a statutory framework for 
public procurement which will provide 
greater accountability,  transparency 
and enforceability of the regulatory 
framework. 

12.2.3 Administrative Reforms
The Central Secretariat Manual of 
e-office procedure was brought out 
to facilitate e-office implementation 
on the Ministries/ Departments in the 
Government of India. The Department 
of Pension and Pensioners Welfare 
developed a new system to facilitate 
disposal of grievances of pensioners. 

12.2.4 Right to Service Delivery
‘The Right of Citizens for time-bound 
delivery of Goods and Services and 
Redressal of their Grievances Bill’ was 
introduced in the Lok Sabha on 20th 
December 2011, and has since been 
referred to the Department related 
Parliamentary Standing Committee. 

This bill is intended to make the Citizens’ 
Charter statutory and to endow the 
public with the right to delivery of goods 
and services.

12.2.5 Affirmative Action
Government has decided to carve out 
a sub-quota of 4.5% for Minorities, 
as defined under Section 2(c) of the 
National Commission for Minorities 
Act, 1992, from within the 27% quota for 
OBCs as recommended in the Report of 
the National Commission for Religious 
and Linguistic Minorities.

12.2.6 judicial Reforms
T h e  J u d i c i a l  S t a n d a r d s  a n d 
Accountability Bill 2012 has been 
passed by the Lok Sabha. The National 
Mission for Justice Delivery and 
Legal Reforms was launched in the 
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Department of Justice for increasing 
access to justice by reducing delays 
and arrears, enhancing accountability 
through structural changes and setting 
performance standards and capacities. 
Information such as filing of petition, 
allotment of cases to courts, generation 
of cause list, date of hearing and status 
of the case can be ascertained from 
judicial service centres set up by district 
and subordinate courts.

An amount of ‘ 595 crore was released 
to  the  states  for  infrastructure 
development for the lower judiciary 
in 2011-12. Funding pattern for this 
purpose between the centre and the 
states was revised from 50:50 to 75:25, 
making the scheme more attractive for 
states. Under the 13th Finance

Commission award, ‘ 1353 crores was 
released to the states in 2010-11 and 
2011-12 for special courts, lok adalats 
and training of judicial officers.

13 BUILDING BRIDGES
13.1 External Affairs
The UPA Government’s foreign policy 
continued to lay emphasis on engaging 
with the  international community 
for the purpose of promoting rapid, 
inclusive and sustainable socio-
economic growth in India. We remained 
vigilant in protecting our interests vis-
à-vis challenges posed by international 
terrorism, proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction and growing 
maritime threats such as piracy. We 
also energetically put forward our 
views on emerging international issues 
such as energy security, environmental 
degradation, cyber security, reform 
of institutions of global political and 
economic governance, etc. On all these 
subjects, India’s voice was heard clearly.

13.2 Neighbourhood
India continued its policy of seeking 
closer cooperation with our immediate 
neighbours, guided by the fundamental 
premise that a stable, prosperous, 
democratic and peaceful neighbourhood 
is in the mutual interest of all the 
countries in the region. The year 
witnessed a series of bilateral exchanges 
at the highest level with neighbouring 
countries, including the visits of 
the Prime Minister to Bangladesh 
and Maldives, the State Visits of the 
President of Myanmar and His Majesty 
the King of Bhutan, and the visits of the 
Prime Minister of Nepal and President 
of Afghanistan to India.

India also played a leading role in the 

South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), which can be 
an effective instrument to promote 
regional economic cooperation, trade, 
infrastructure development, overall 
people to people contacts. Consistent 
with the Government’s policy of 
promoting and intensifying economic 
integration of the region, India has 
initiated a number of asymmetric 
measures to promote such cooperation. 
In this context, during the XVII SAARC 
Summit held in Maldives in November 
2011, India announced measures to 
virtually eliminate its sensitive list for 
items exported by the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) within SAARC.

The year witnessed the formalization 
of the Strategic Partnership 
b e t w e e n  I n d i a  a n d 
Afghanistan. The contours 
of  the Indian assistance 
programme in Afghanistan, 
were outl ined during the 
visit of the Prime Minister 
to Afghanistan in May 2011. 
Prime Minister also addressed 
a joint session of the Afghan 
Parliament and announced a further 
increase in India’s aid commitment 
to Afghanistan by US$ 500 million, 
thus raising the cumulative Indian 
commitment to Afghanistan to US$ 2 
billion.

Bilateral cooperation between India 
and Bangladesh was greatly enhanced 
with the visit of the Prime Minister 
to Bangladesh in September 2011. 
During the visit, two historic accords 
were signed: a Framework Agreement 
on Cooperation for Development 
that outlines the shared vision for 
durable and long-term cooperation to 
achieve mutual peace, prosperity and 
stability and a Protocol to the 1974 
Agreement concerning demarcation 
of the Land Boundary between India 
and Bangladesh, which paves the way 
for a resolution of the outstanding 
land boundary issues between the two 
countries.

A framework Agreement on Cooperation 
for Development was the highlight of 
agreements signed during the Prime 
Minister’s visit to Maldives in November 
2011. India closely monitored the 
political developments in Maldives 
and believes that the issues arising 
from these developments should be 
addressed by Maldivians themselves 

in a peaceful and democratic manner 
without any external interference.

India continued its support to Nepal 
in its efforts for socio-economic 
development in the country. In keeping 
with the tradition of high-level visits 
between the two countries, Prime 
Minister Dr. Baburam Bhattarai of Nepal 
visited India in October 2011. During 
the visit, agreements on Promotion 
and Protection of Investments and for 
a credit line of US$ 250 million were 
signed.

India’s unique and special relationship 
with Bhutan continued to strengthen 
with special focus on joint development 
of hydropower in Bhutan.

I n d i a  s e e k s  p e a c e f u l  a n d 
cooperative relat ions with 
Pakistan and is committed 
to resolving all outstanding 
issues through dialogue, in an 
atmosphere free from terror 
and violence. During the year, 
Prime Minister had bilateral 
meetings with President Asif 
Ali Zardari, who paid a private 

visit to India in April 2012 and Prime 
Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani 
on the margins of the SAARC and 
Nuclear Security Summits. The year also 
witnessed completion of the first round 
of the resumed dialogue in July 2011 and 
commencement of the second round of 
dialogue. The resumed dialogue process 
has resulted in some concrete positive 
developments, particularly in the area 
of economic cooperation. 

India continued its close engagement 
with Sri Lanka in a wide range of 
economic and development cooperation 
related issues.

India is now Sri Lanka’s largest trading 
partner in South Asia. Last year, we 
emerged as the largest source country 
for Sri Lanka as far as Foreign Direct 
Investment and tourist  arrivals are 
concerned. India has also continued 
its  assistance for rehabilitation of the 
displaced persons and reconstruction 
of Northern and Eastern Sri Lanka. 
India encourages a genuine process 
of reconciliation in Sri Lanka to find 
a political settlement in which all 
citizens of Sri Lanka, irrespective 
of their ethnicity, can find justice, 
dignity, equality and self-respect. India-
Myanmar relations gained increased 
momentum over the last year, including 
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through the State Visit of the  President 
of Myanmar to India in October 2011. 
New initiatives and projects that were 
taken up this year included extension 
of a US$ 500 million Line of Credit to 
the Government of Myanmar for various 
development related projects. The India 
– Myanmar relationship is poised for 
further growth with the Prime Minister 
expected tovisit Myanmar this year.

The last year was celebrated as theyear 
of India-China Exchange. Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh and President 
Hu Jintao jointly launched the 2012 
Year of Friendship and Cooperation 
during the latter’s visit to India for the 
BRICS Summit. Bilateral trade volume 
crossed US$70 billion. India and China 
have also announced new initiatives for 
cooperation on maritime security and 
consultation on regional affairs. A new 
Working Mechanism for Coordination 
and Consultation on India-China Border 
Affairs has also begun discussions.

13.3 Look East Policy
India’s relations with the ASEAN 
countries in 2011 were marked by 
frequent high-level  exchanges. Four 
Heads of State and Government from 
ASEAN countries visited India in 
2011. Prime Minister attended the 9th 
India-ASEAN Summit and 6th East 
Asia Summit  held in Bali, Indonesia 
in November, 2011. He also paid a 
successful bilateral visit to Singapore. 
The momentum of high-level exchanges 
has continued this year, with the State 
Visit of Ms. Yingluck Shinawatara, Prime 
Minister of Thailand, in January 2012 as 
the Chief Guest for our Republic Day 
ceremony.

India’s economic and commercial 
engagement with the ASEAN countries 
got a boost in August 2011 with the 
coming into operation of the ASEAN-
India Trade in Goods Agreement in 
all ten ASEAN Member States. Total 
ASEAN-India trade reached US$ 57.89 
billion in 2010-2011, showing an increase 
of 30% over the previous year.

T h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  E c o n o m i c 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with 
Japan came into force on 1st August 
2011. The India -Japan Annual Summit 
2011 was held in December in New 
Delhi. Growth of bilateral relations 
with Republic of Korea received a new 
impetus with visits by the President and 
the Prime Minister to Seoul in July 2011 
and March 2012 respectively.

13.4 Eurasia
The momentum of India’s “special 
and priviledged” Strategic Partnership 
with Russia continued to grow during 
2011-12. Cooperation in diverse sectors 
such as defence, civil nuclear energy, 
hydrocarbons, information technology, 
pharmaceuticals, space, education and 
Culture reflected the multifaceted and 
dynamic nature of our timetested and 
historic ties. Central Asia continued to 
figure prominently in India’s priorities. 
Our relations with Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan were elevated to the level 
of “strategic partnerships”. Agreements 
in key areas such as civil nuclear 
cooperation and hydrocarbons were 
also signed with these countries.

13.5 The Americas
India further strengthened its strategic 
partnership with the United States of 
America, through increased political and 
strategic consultations on all regional 
and global issues; growth in defence 
and counterterrorism cooperation; and 
expansion in bilateral cooperation in 
areas of national priorities, including 
trade and investment, higher education, 
health, science and technology, 
agriculture, weather forecasting, 
space and clean and renewable 
energy. Trade in goods and services 
with the United States together 
crossed US$ 100 billion in 2011, with 
the balance in India’s favour.

13.6 Gulf and West Asia
India has been closely monitoring the 
developments in the West Asian and 
the Gulf region, which has immense 
importance in our foreign policy. The 
region hosts more than six million 
Indians, besides being a major trading 
partner and energy supplier for India. 
During the year, India continued its high-
level engagements with the countries 
of the region. Diplomatic relations 
with Iraq were upgraded and the new 
Ambassador of India presented his 
credentials in June 2011. With Oman, 
the commissioning of the Bharat Oman 
Refinery Limited (BORL) in Bina, in 
May 2011 was the highlight of bilateral 
investment relations between the two 
countries.

13.7 Africa
Prime Minister led the Indian delegation 
to the second Africa-India Forum 
Summit held in Addis Ababa in May 2011 
and announced many new initiatives 
to further cement our  relations with 
Africa. These include the availability of 

new Lines of Credit worth US$ 2 billion; 
more than 22,000 scholarships to Africa 
over the period of next three years; and 
establishment of more than 80 capacity 
building institutions in Africa.

Indian peacekeepers ,  who have 
tradit ional ly  contr ibuted to the 
maintenance of peace and stability in 
various regions of Africa, are currently 
deployed with UN Missions in South 
Sudan, Congo, Liberia and Cote d’Ivoire.

13.8 Europe
The 12th India-EU Summit was held in 
New Delhi in February 2012. This was 
the first Summit-level interaction in 
India following the implementation of 
the European Union’s Lisbon Treaty. The 
first Indo-German Intergovernmental 
Consultations between Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel were held in 
New Delhi in May 2011. Estonia opened 
a Resident Mission in New Delhi in 
February 2012.

13.9 Global Issues
India hosted the Fourth BRICS Summit 
in New Delhi,  and took over the 

Ch a i rma ns h ip  o f  t h e 
Group.  Highl ights  of 
the Summit included a 
decision by the leaders 
to examine the feasibility 
of setting up a BRICS 
Development Bank.

India played an active 
role as a nonpermanent 
member of the United 

Nations Security Council. Under India’s 
Chairmanship, the Security Council’s 
Counter-Terrorism Committee adopted 
a document at a Special Meeting in 
September 2011 that introduced into 
the UN lexicon the concept of ‘zero 
tolerance’ for terrorism and support 
to terrorist actions. India became 
a founding member, along with 29 
other countries, of the Global Counter 
Terrorism Forum which was launched 
in New York in September 2011.

During its presidency of the Security 
Council in August 2011, India organized 
a thematic debate on UN Peacekeeping 
that highlighted the critical importance 
of consulting troop contributing 
countries in decisions related to 
mandates of peacekeeping missions. 
Along with other like-minded countries, 
India launched a major initiative to 
build support for an expansion of the 
UN Security Council in both permanent 
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CWC Briefing
continued from page 7

prices go increasing and there is no reduction then how to tackle and my 
suggestion was that in that eventuality all stakeholders will have to make 
sacrifice because it is not possible to pass on the entire enhancement to 
the consumers nor it is possible to absorb the entire increase by providing 
subsidies. So, I announced that I am contemplating of writing to the Chief 
Ministers. I have written to them. Of course, it is for their consideration and 
thereafter, if they agree, then we can work out in consultation with each 
other. Without the consultation of the CMs and without their agreement 
nothing is possible. We shall work out a mechanism but fortunately the 
international prices of crude oil have started coming down to below 100 
dollars per barrel which reached 127 dollars per barrel maximum and 
throughout the year it was around 110 dollar per barrel. I also explained 
the situation prevailing in the overall economy. Yes, there is down ward 
trend and as Finance Minister, I have the overall responsibility. Out of four 
major areas which we shall have to address is one major area i.e. high fiscal 
deficit. First step, I have taken, I gave them a very brief account because 
details I have spoken in budget as to how to come back to the path of higher 
growth trajectory, how to contain the fiscal deficit, how to contain the 
current account deficit which is around 4%. In course of discussion I also 
explained that an attempt is being made to make a comparison between 
1990 and 2012. I think that comparison is not correct. Yes, in the life of 
an Economy, even of a nation, there are ups and downs. You cannot sow 
a single nation which is having continuous upward curve. There will be 
upward, there will be downward. But there is no reason to believe that we 
are going to back to the situation of 1990 because there are fundamental 
differences and at that point of time our foreign exchange reserves came 
down to as low as only worth 17 days imports. Today it is worth importing 
7-1/2 months not 17 days. 291 billion US dollar is our foreign exchange 
reserve. Secondly, in the external debt ratio to GDP ratio, continuously 
there has been improvement. Now it is 11.46% of our outstanding debt. We 
shall have to contain inflation, we shall have to narrow the gap between 
the export import and current deficit will have to be reduced. We shall 
have to stick to the target of the fiscal deficit i.e. around 2% of the GDP 
and we must have to come back to the path of higher growth trajectory. I 
also explained the political situation and Yes, there is an issue in different 
states, there would be elections. Elections will have to be fought in spite of 
the political situation prevailing in the respective states because these are 
the provincial assembly elections and not national elections. In national 
elections, we take one common approach but in the provincial assembly 
election, party take the approach relevant to the state assemblies and 
being the oldest political party of this country, we will have to face the 
challenges. Situation may be difficult, but it is not correct to say that we 
would not be able to retrieve the situation. We will be able to retrieve the 
situation as we did in 1990, we did it serious of events when the crisis 
reached the flash point but thereafter we have proved it but the discussion 
was very effective, informative and the Members made their observations 
very candidly as Janardan Ji has said as there were 42 Members who 
participated in the discussions. The Congress President, Prime Minister 
and all Invitees remained present from the beginning till the end. v

and non-permanent categories of 
membership.

India continued to contribute to global 
efforts to strengthen nuclear security 
and reduce the threat of nuclear 
terrorism.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
attended the Second Nuclear Security 
Summit in Seoul in March 2012. In the 
G-20 process, India emphasized the 
development dimension and the need 
for promoting global economic growth.

13.10 Public  Diplomacy and 
Cultural Diplomacy
There was a concerted effort to reach 
out to diverse and influential groups, 
in India and abroad, through a range 
of public diplomacy activities. The 
first ever conference of international 
relations experts was inaugurated by 
the Vice-President in October 2011. It 
attracted around 300 experts engaged 
in international relations in universities 
around the country. The Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations established 
17 Chairs in various universities and 
institutions around the world as part 
of its efforts to project Indian culture 
abroad. 

13.11 Passport Services
The Passport  Seva Project  was 
expanded to cover most of the country, 
which now has 70 Passport Seva 
Kendras. During the calendar year, 7.57 
million passport related services were 
rendered, including issue of 5.87 million 
passports in India. Indian Missions 
abroad also delivered consular and 
visa services to an increasing number 
of applicants, including through the 
publicprivate partnership mode.

13.12 Overseas Indians
Prime Minister chaired the third meeting 
of his Global Advisory Council of 
Overseas Indians, which was attended 
by thirteen eminent Indians from across 
the world. The members of the Council 
appreciated that many of the suggestions 
emanating from previous meetings of 
the Council has been implemented, 
such as merging of Overseas Citizenship 
of India and People of Indian Origin 
cards and facilitating voting rights for 
Non-Resident Indians. The members 
suggested further measures in the areas 
of higher education, economic reforms, 
effective governance and promotion of 
research & development. v
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

New Delhi : on 15th June, 2012 
United Progressive Alliance 
announced i t s  candidate 
for the post of  President of 
Ind ia :   F inance  Minis ter 
Pranab Mukherjee. The UPA 
Chairperson Smt Sonia Gandhi 
announced that “The leaders 
of the UPA constituents met 
and it was decided to propose 
Pranab Mukherjee as the 
candidate for the office of the 
President of India,” she said, 
reading the statement. She 
added “There is broad support 
for his candidature,” after the 
UPA meeting at Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh’s 7, Race 
Course Road residence.

Speaking to journalists at his North Block office here 
after his nomination, Shri Mukherjee said: “I am deeply 
honoured on my nomination as the candidate for the 
election to the office of President of India by my party 
and the UPA – II. I am grateful to Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi for this recognition. I accept this offer 
with all humility.”

In a “thank you” note to the entire political spectrum 
while seeking all party support for a consensus entry 
into Rashtrapati Bhavan, Shri Mukherjee said: “In my 
long political career spanning over five decades, I have 
been fortunate to receive love, affection and confidence 
of my party colleagues and also the members and 
leaders of all political parties. I am deeply indebted to 
them. I will now again seek their indulgence and support 
for the next few weeks… We have requested all political 
parties to lend their support.”

He has had a political career  spread over  five decades. 
He first became an MP 43 years ago, a minister 39 
years ago. His first stint as Finance Minister of India 
began exactly 30 years ago. He is acknowledged across 
political parties as one of the best Parliamentarians -- 
several generations of MPs have not seen Parliament 
without him in it. 

Pranab Mukherjee’s father was 
a Congressman. He himself has 
been the party’s troubleshooter 
for years, privy to every planning, 
every move. If he is core to the 
Congress’ process of decision-
making, Shri Mukherjee has also 
been invaluable to the party as a 
man who gets along well and is 
effective while negotiating with, 
both UPA coalition partners and 
Opposition leaders on crucial 
Parliamentary affairs. 

Pranab-da, as he is universally 
known was born to Kamada 
Kinkar Mukherjee, a freedom 
fighter, and Rajlakshmi on 
December 11, 1935, in Mirati 
village near Kirnahar town of 
West Bengal’s Birbhum district.

After studying politics, history and law in Calcutta 
University, he worked as a teacher, a journalist and a 
lawyer before joining politics in 1969; he first began 
in Rajya Sabha, and has since held many important 
portfolios including the topmost ones like foreign, home 
and defence in the last 30 years. 

Apart from his long stint in Parliament, he has been on 
the board of governors at the International Monetary 
Fund, the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, 
and was rated one of the best finance ministers in the 
world by Euromoney magazine in 1984. He is famous 
for not withdrawing the last installment of a 1.1 billion 
dollar IMF loan.

He likes to read, garden and listens to music - especially 
Rabindra Sangeet. His favourite food is fish curry with 
rice. He is married to Suvra and has two sons - Abhijit 
and Indrajit -- and a daughter - Sharmistha, who is a 
Kathak dancer. Abhijit Mukherjee is a Congress MLA 
in West Bengal.

The Congress expressed the hope that all political 
parties would support the candidature of the United 
Progressive Alliance (UPA) presidential nominee 
Pranab Mukherjee. v

Sonia Gandhi Announces  
Pranab Mukherjee’s name 

for President of India
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I feel happy to have come to the soil of Assam. Today 
is an occasion to be even happier, because under the 

leadership of Shri Tarun Gogoi the Congress government 
in the state is completing first year of its third term. This 
means that the people have displayed their trust our 
policies. But alongside we feel that the responsibility of 
working for the cause of the people has also increased 
many fold.

Eleven years ago when we formed the government under 
the leadership of Gogoiji, what was the plight of Assam 
then? You would remember, how much backwardness 
was there? Government treasury were empty. There 
was no money to pay the salaries to the employees. 
Development was at a stand still. There was no sign of 
rural development projects. The roads were in a bad 
shape. Power cuts were a common feature. There was 
a feeling of anarchy all around and people never came 
out of their houses after sunset. Business and industry 
had left the state.

To change the situation the Congress government took 
fast remedial measures immediately after taking charge. 
Today, I feel happy to see the changed face of Assam. 
This situation has been reached due to the cooperation 
of the people of Assam and the Congress government. 
For this, I congratulate Gogoiji, all his colleagues, all 
the workers of the party and every citizen. The Assam 

We shall work continuously to 
fulfill the aspirations of the 
people of Assam: Sonia Gandhi

The Public address of the UPA Chairperson at Guwahati, Assam on 26th May, 2012

of today is filled with a new self – confidence.

I am happy about the fact that by the talks between 
the State and Centre and the extremist organizations 
they have understood that terror tactics will not benefit 
anyone and they have announced of leaving terrorism. 
The government is making all efforts to maintain peace 
and I hope, that other extremists organizations who have 
not left their terror activities, they too would soon abide 
by the peaceful efforts of the government.

The biggest strength of Assam is in its diversity. This 
fact has been repeatedly proved, that the Congress – 
led government is the only such government which can 
move ahead by taking along every section of the society 
of Assam. The Congress – led government understands 
the aims and aspirations of different class of the society. 
The Congress – led government of this state has always 
struggled in maintaining honour, respect and pride of all 
class of people and does not make any discrimination 
in the name of caste, language, religion and region. The 
Congress government is one such government which 
has ensured a bright future for all class of people of 
this state. Rajivji had signed an historic agreement with 
Assam, twenty-seven years ago, and we are continuing 
to work with the same spirit.

Our Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh ji is representing 
Assam in the Rajya Sabha for the past two decades and 
takes personal interest with the state government for 
the development of this state.

For example, the Brahamaputra is the life – line of this 
place which has developed the culture of this area. 
Till some time in the past there was lot of problems 
in crossing the river, these are now being removed. 
Soon, not one but four new bridges will be built on 
Brahamaputra. There is lot of improvement in the 
conditions of the roads. New investment has been 
made in the power sector. More than eight lakh BPL 
families are given free electricity under the Rajiv Gandhi 
Rural Electrification Project. For the empowerment of 
women new programmes have been made to encourage 
their self – help groups and have given fifty percent 
reservation in the Panchayati – Raj institutions. Many 
steps have been taken for the benefit of Scheduled caste, 
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CP’s ASSAM VISIT

Assam on fast track to growth: 
Sonia Gandhi

Shun violence and begin talks, Sonia tells Assam insurgents

Guwahati : The Congress 
President, Smt.  Sonia 
G a n d h i  e x p r e s s e d 
confidence on 26th May, 
2012 that insurgent outfits 
that were yet to open 
talks would respond to 
the initiatives of the UPA 
government at the Centre 
and  the  Tarun  Gogoi 
government in Assam to 
redress their grievances.

Speaking  a t  a  pub l ic 
meeting organised to mark 
the completion of the first 
year of the Congress-led government’s third consecutive term,  Smt. 
Gandhi said most insurgent outfits, having realised the futility of violence, 
entered into talks with the governments.

People in large numbers turned up for the meeting at Sarusajai Stadium, 
amid a 12-hour State-wide bandh called by the Paresh Barua faction of 
the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) against Ms. Gandhi’s visit. 

Lauding the Congress-Bodoland People’s Front (BPF) government for 
making rapid strides in development, Smt. Gandhi said Assam was the 
first State to bring every high school student under a computer literacy 
programme. Four bridges would be constructed across the Brahmaputra, 
the State’s lifeline. Assam farmers scripted history through a record 
production of rice and vegetables.

All these came after the precarious situation that prevailed when the 
Congress formed the government 11 years ago. “The treasury was empty, 
there was no money even to pay salaries to employees, development works 
came to a standstill, there was no sign of any rural development, roads 
were in dilapidated condition, people did not dare to venture out of their 
homes after dusk, and there was a flight of business…”

Chief Minister Shri Tarun  Gogoi said doors were still open for the Paresh 
Barua faction to join the talks, but at the same time, his government would 
not let the faction or any other outfit to perpetrate violence.

Hagrama Mahilari, chief executive member of the Bodoland Territorial 
Council (BTC) and BPF president, expressed the hope that talks would 
be started soon with the Ranjan Daimary-led faction of the National 
Democratic Front for Bodoland (NDFB) to ensure permanent peace in 
the Bodoland areas, as negotiations had already been under way with the 
NDFB Progressive. 

Union Minister for Development of North-Eastern Region Paban Singh 
Ghatowar and Pradesh Congress Committee president Bhubanesar Kalita 
also spoke. v

Scheduled tribes, backward class and 
minorities. Eight new Autonomous 
Councils have been formed for 
the participation of the Traditional 
communities for their progress and 
18 development councils have been 
formed for other tribes. Assam has 
taken full advantage of the National 
Rural Health Scheme and people are 
getting good health services. Assam 
is country’s first state which has 
provided computer to every High 
School student. Many institutions 
for higher studies have been opened 
by which young boys and girls are 
getting an opportunity for making a 
bright future. Industry and business 
has got a boost, tea industry has 
received a new life. I would like to 
congratulate the farmers of Assam 
because this year by their labour 
they have made a record for Assam 
in production of grains and rice in 
the country. We want to make rapid 
economic progress, want to make 
rapid development but these works 
should be done in such a manner, 
so that the benefit reaches down to 
every person of the society and our 
environment also stays safe.

Sisters and Brothers, Today is a day 
of celebration for us. But with this 
we have to make a strong pledge to 
make the life of every section of the 
Assamese Society better. We have 
to remain on our pledge to give a 
sensitive administration in Assam 
which is effective, transparent and 
responsible.

The people of Assam have given 
a strong support to Congress, the 
Congress will never remain behind 
in fulfilling the aspirations of the 
people of Assam and shall work 
continuously with all our might to 
bring peace and prosperity in your 
lives.

With these words I once again thank 
Shri Tarun Gogoiji and congratulate 
his colleagues, workers, officers, 
employees, all artistes and all of you 
for coming to this meeting from far – 
off places. Jai Hind! v
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Agreement signed 
between  

the Indian National 
Congress 

and the United 
Russia Party at 

Moscow
The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi sent 
a two members delegation to Moscow comprising 

of AICC General Secretaries, Shri Janardan 
Dwivedi and Shri  Mukul Wasnik, to attend the 

13th Congress of the  United Russia Party on the 
invitation of Shri B. Gryzlov, Chairman of the  
Supreme Council of the United Russia Party. 

An Agreement signed between the Indian National 
Congress and the United Russia Party at Moscow 
on the occasion of the 13th Congress of the United 
Russia Party on May 26, 2012. On behalf of the 
United Russia Party, the Agreement was signed 

by Mr S.Neverov, Secretary of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Council of the United Russia Party and 
on behalf of the Indian National Congress by Shri 
Janardan Dwivedi, General Secretary of the Party.

The following are the text of the Address by the 
AICC General Secretary, Shri Janardan Dwivedi 

in the International round-table on ‘Eurasian Union 
- New Integration  Project’  which preceded the 13th 
Congress of the United Russia Party.

AGREEMENT on Cooperation 
between Indian National Congress 

and All-Russian political party 
“United Russia”  

Indian National Congress and All-Russian political party 
“United Russia”, named hereinafter the Parties,  

- following the course for equal, strategic partnership and 
cooperation pursued by Republic of India and Russian 
Federation; 

- aspiring to contribute to the strengthening of friendship 
and good-neighborliness, to the expansion and to the 
deepening of the multilateral cooperation between 
Republic of India and Russian Federation; 

- considering that the inter-party relationship constitutes 
an important component of Indian-Russian relations 
and is aimed at promoting their comprehensive 
development; 

- relying on the principles of independence, of mutual 
respect, of noninterference in each other’s affairs and 
on the principles  of equality and partnership; 

agreed on the following: 

1 The Parties will consult together and exchange 
information  about the actual aspects of the situation 
in Republic of India and  Russian Federation, about 
bilateral and international relations, and  will familiarize 
each other with their experience in the fields of  Party 
development, of organizational work, of supervising 
and auditing activities, of training, preparation and 
retraining of the  Parties’ personnel, of editorial 
activities, of participation in the  work of the legislative 
and executive bodies, of the youth  politics, of the 
international relations as well as with the  experience 
in the other fields of mutual interest. 

2 The Parties will carry out on a regular basis the 
exchange of the Party delegations on different levels, 
organize experts’ meetings, as well as other bilateral 
activities

3 The Parties will actively develop inter-party relations 
and contacts at the regional level.  

4 The Parties will establish relations and carry out the 
exchange of experience between the members of their 
Parliaments in the legislative bodies. 

5 The Parties will organize under their auspices bilateral 
and multi- lateral seminars, conferences and “round 
tables” on the most urgent  topics of international and 
Indian-Russian relations with the  invitation of wide 
circle of specialists and representatives of the  public. 

6 The Parties will actively promote the development 
of contacts between Youth, Woman, humanitarian, 
educational and other non- government organizations. 

7 This Protocol comes into effect from the moment it has 
been signed. v
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AGREEMENT

AICC as the representative of the Indian National 
Congress in an International round-table on the 
‘Eurasian Union – New Integration Project’ on the 
occasion of the 13th Congress of the ‘United Russia 
Party’ at Moscow on May 26, 2012.  

Mr. Chairman and friends, First of all I would like 
to convey that I bring with me the  greetings of the 
President of the Indian National Congress, Mrs. Sonia  
Gandhi to the people and leadership of the United 
Russia Party and  especially to His Excellency Mr. 
Vladmir Putin on his assumption of the office of 
President after the successful conduct of elections 
and a  decisive victory. 

We, in India are closely following the ongoing 
economic  integration processes in the Eurasian 
region. Clearly, these processes  have been accelerated 
by the aftershocks of the global economic  meltdown, 
when all countries are legitimately seeking alternative  
models to the prevailing global economic architecture.  

Thanks to the efforts by the Russian leadership in 
recent years  In pushing structural economic reforms, 
the Russian economy has remarkably recovered to 
stand today, alongwith other BRICS  economics, as 
an engine for global growth. 

We, in India have also been following with friendly 
interest the  evolution of the Eurasian Economic 
Community (EurasEC) with  Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgystan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, which has  
opened the way for a common economic space and 
the Customs  Union between Russia, Kazakhstan and 
Belarus (BKRCU). It is  heartening to note that more 

and more regional countries are also  
interested to join the Union. 

We hope that the Eurasian Economic 
Union, as envisaged by  President 
Putin, would come into force in the 
coming months and years. Further, 
in the direction of integration, 
we see the signing last  year of 
the ‘Agreement on the Free Trade 
Zone in the CIS’ including  single 
currency trade by Russia and seven 
other CIS countries, as a  right 
step forward, which will have far 
reaching implications. 

India is keen to see accelerated 

growth and economic integration 

within the CIS, with free circulation of goods and 

services, investments and movement of people. 

In our view, this kind of integration may prove to 

be more effective form of economic management 

which will bring greater prosperity to our extended  

neighborhood. We hope to work closely with Russia 

in the WTO. As a member of this global organization, 

it will help India to cooperate closely with all 

stakeholders of the Eurasian Union, as this Union 

is also based on the principle of compliance with 

universal norms of international law and the rules 

and regulation of the WTO. 

The formation of Eurasian Economic Commission 

(EEC) provides India a platform to address our 

aspirations to increase trade with Eurasia. The trade 

is presently well below potential, at under US  $ 

10 billion and we wish to increase it significantly. 

During his recent  Summit meetings with Russia, 

Kazakhstan and leaders of other CIS   states, our 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh has not only  

welcomed the emergence of integration processes 

in CIS but has also  conveyed India’s keen interest 

to enter into comprehensive Economic  Cooperation 

Agreement with the Customs Union. Last year in 

Moscow, we agreed to set up a Joint Study Group 

(JSG) to further examine this issue. With increasing 

integrative processes at work in the Eurasian Space 

with Russia at the helm, India is ready to deal with 

both, the combined economic grouping as well as 

the individual member countries of these Unions. v
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The then prime minister had a vision of a new world order.

It is now 20 years since Rajiv Gandhi sacrificed his life. He 
was the youngest ever Prime Minister and had enjoyed the 

largest ever victory for the Congress in the Parliament with 
413 members in a house of 542. At the age of 40, he took 
oath as the seventh Prime Minister. He was the architect of 
a pro-poor liberal economy, a modern telecommunication 
industry, reforms in education and expansion in the areas of 
science and technology. Those were the days of two strong 
international blocs and it was he who managed to save the 
true soul of Indian foreign policy based on the principles 
of non-alignment, peace and disarmament.

Almost within six months of becoming the Prime Minister 
Gandhi paid a visit to the US President Ronald Reagan 
recalled Jawaharlal Nehru’s visit to USA in 1949 and 
mentioned Nehru’s remark that ‘though we may know 
the history and something of the culture of our respective 
countries, what is required is a true understanding and 
appreciation of each other’. Reagan also mentioned that 
Nehru termed his visit a voyage of discovery and told 
Gandhi that his visit marked a continuation of that process 
of mutual discovery.

Gandhi told Reagan: ‘As I flew in here I saw, in passing, the 
memorial to Thomas Jefferson, who proclaimed in simple 
and stirring words that all men are created equal and 
independent.’ Looking behind at the White House, Gandhi 
continued, ‘Behind me is a house which has been the home 
of eminent men who have symbolised your nation’s dreams’ 
and its drive to greatness. One of them, Abraham Lincoln, 
said that a nation cannot be half slave and half free and 
that a house divided against itself cannot stand. The best 
minds of our age tell us that a world divided against itself 
cannot endure.’ An Indian Prime Minister telling this to 
the American President more than a quarter century ago 
in itself shows the clarity of his mind on the issues related 
to foreign policy.

Gandhi landed in Beijing on the invitation of the then 
Chinese premier Li Peng. It was 19 December 1988. An 
Indian Prime Minister was visiting China after 34 years. 
Gandhi’s visit was a major event in Indo-China relations and 
not only Peng had long meetings with him but also Chinese 
President Yang Shangkun and the then Chairman of China’s 
Central Military Commission Deng Xiaoping. That was the 
time when Sumdrong Chu mini-crisis had intensified and 
just two weeks prior to his visit to China, Rajiv Gandhi had 
given full statehood to Arunachal Pradesh and the Chinese 
had protested. 

Then in July 1989, Gandhi went to Moscow. It was still 
the USSR, that is, the Soviet Union. When he met Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev they naturally had discussions 
on several bilateral issues. But, who could have stopped 
Gandhi from speaking his mind and he raised the issue 
of nuclear arms reduction. He said that there is nothing 

Rajiv Gandhi’s vibrant 
foreign policy

more dangerous than the illusion 
of limited nuclear war because it 
actually desensitises inhibitions 
about the use of nuclear weapons 
and that could lead to the outbreak 
of full-fledged nuclear war.

Gandhi was so firm on the issues of international importance 
vis-à-vis Indian interests that from UN General Assembly in 
New York to the Six-Nation Five Continent Peace Initiative 
in Stockholm he spared no effort to provide the Indian point 
of view and gathered appreciation for his thoughts and 
efforts. He was in Stockholm on 21 January 1988 where he 
said, ‘They argue that nuclear weapons keep peace. This 
is false. We must change the thinking of establishments. 
If nuclear weapons exist, they will one day be used. And, 
on the last day, it will make little difference whether their 
use was by design or by accident. The nuclear debris will 
bury all hopes of reprieve. There will be no going back, no 
survival, none to tell the tale. There will be no lesson to be 
drawn for the future — or there will be no future.’

That Thursday of June 1988 saw a young man, who was 
heading an ancient country having hopes for a bright future, 
forcefully tell the General Assembly of UN how this has 
been the most bloodstained century in history, how 58 
million perished in two world wars, how 40 million more 
died in other conflicts and how the ravenous machines of 
war have devoured nearly 100 million people. Gandhi said 
that this cannot be allowed to go on because poor and 
developing nations, who do not belong to the military blocs, 
who stay out of this race, who do not want to accumulate 
arms, suffer the most in the process. Gandhi explained 
how countries like India are compelled to divert resources 
from development to defense to respond to the arsenals. 
While proposing an action plan for the elimination of all 
nuclear weapons, Gandhi warned that the continuity of 
the arms race had imposed a great burden on national and 
global economies and the day was very near when even the 
richest countries will realise that they can not afford the 
cur rent levels of the military burden they have imposed 
on themselves.

Gandhi had a clear mind in dealing with our neighbours. 
He took steps to improve relations with Pakistan but at 
the same time was not in favour of ignoring cross border 
terrorism. He was supportive of the process of development 
in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives. 
Gandhi’s India was a friend in need for its neighbours and 
never hesitated to extend all the assistance whenever 
required. When Maldives faced a coup situation in 1988 and 
asked for India’s help to counter it, Rajiv did the needful. 
He was never in two minds to respond to the demands of 
the situations. Sending IPKF to Sri Lanka was a decision 
that required a lot of courage.

The author is a Secretary, AICC.

REMEMBERING RAjIV GANDhI

Pankaj Sharma
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Visiting Swedagon Pagoda in 1852 Lord Dalhousie, 
governor general of India, called it the best historical 

building after the Taj Mahal. It was an insensitive 
comparison by a colonial ruler. But on 29th May, 2012, Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh prayed at Myanmar’s holiest 
shrine and symbol of nationalism. He promised to gift a 
16-ft sand replica of Sarnath Buddha, thus emphasizing the 
unique bond linking our two countries. 

President Thein Sein and Dr. Manmohan Singh portrayed 
this week’s voyage as ‘a historic milestone’ in the long 
story of a relationship that holds enormous potential and 
promise. The visit’s significance stems from what they have 
achieved and what they have promised, together. 

Sounding almost Nehruvian, they spoke of a future vision 
in pursuit of ‘the common good – bilaterally, regionally 
and globally’. But happily their feet were firmly rooted 
on the ground as they approved a substantial package of 
programmes for cooperation. Essentially it is designed to 
enhance connectivity, strengthen development cooperation 
through a generous $500 million concessional credit, 
expand trade and investment including in power and energy 
sectors, and leverage ‘the centrality of culture’ through 
increased cooperation for education, capacity-building and 
people-to-people contacts. 

A new realism and transparency permeate the Joint 
Statement issued at Naypyitaw on 28th May 2012. The 
leaders have frankly addressed complex issues connected 
with big-ticket projects that defy completion so far. They 
have assured us that Kaladan would be ready by 2014 and 
the Trilateral Highway by 2016. On Tamanthi and Shwezaye 
power projects, they have directed their officials ‘to finalise’ 
future action. 

Recognising the importance of peace and security for the 
region’s development, the two sides have strengthened 
their resolve to fight the scourge of terrorism and insurgent 
activity ‘in all its forms and manifestations’. It is a renewal 
of an old commitment, but backed by a new mechanism 
that might hopefully produce better results.

The signing of 12 agreements within hours of PM’s arrival 
in Naypyitaw is a testimony to officials’ hard work and their 
being on the same page. Quite a few of these agreements 
are important: for example, the one setting up the Myanmar 
Institute of Information Technology or another on small 
development projects in the border region. A few may 
be seen as ‘fillers’ by critics. However, all of them have a 
common requirement: timely and optimal implementation, 
a challenge both governments should tackle head-on.  
As Myanmar heads on the path of democratisation and 
reforms, South Block now stands freed from the past 
millstone of engaging with a military government, which 

Striking The Right Note
Rajiv Bhatia

earned it considerable opprobrium in both countries and 
abroad. Now that President Thein Sein and opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi are working together for common 
goals (up to a point), India is set to extend ‘all necessary 
assistance’ in accelerating the country’s democratic 
transition. Strengthening its young institutions such as 
Parliament, Human Rights Commission and the fourth 
estate is a mutual priority. The underlying philosophy is 
that the more exposure they receive to India’s institutions, 
the more they will learn about the functioning and potential 
of democracy, warts and all. 

The second part of Singh’s visit unfolded in Yangon on 
29th May 2012 where his most important engagement 
undoubtedly was with Suu Kyi. As anticipated by perceptive 
observers, the two leaders adopted a forward-looking and 
constructive approach. Singh noted that she has ‘inspired 
millions of people all over the world’ and stressed her 
‘defining role’ in the national reconciliation process. They 
expressed happiness at prospects of closer relations 
between the two countries and peoples. An invitation from 
Sonia Gandhi to deliver the prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru 
Memorial Lecture was given to her. 

In a speech at Yangon, PM spelt out his vision of India-
Myanmar relations as a partnership for progress and 
regional development. Recalling the past, he referred to 
‘merchants, monks and maritime traders’ as facilitators 
of exchange of influences and traditions. While looking 
towards future, he spoke of ‘a comprehensive energy 
partnership’. The neglected neighbour of past decades, 
Myanmar is now viewed as a critical partner in India’s Look 
East policy and ‘an economic bridge between India and 
China and between South and Southeast Asia’. 

The visit’s substantial gains are being noticed and will be 
supported in ASEAN and western capitals. This is in spite of 
emerging recognition that if India Inc gets its act together, 
it would offer stiff competition to companies of those 
countries. Reports from Beijing suggest anxiety, but is it 
justified? Myanmar’s world view is changing now. It is like 
replacing a three-legged stool symbolising a foreign policy 
anchored on ASEAN, China and India by a four-legged 
table, with the West and its allies representing the fourth 
leg. This shift gives more diplomatic space to Naypyitaw. 
Myanmar’s decision deserves support from all its partners.  
Myanmar is recovering gradually from a long night of 
oppression and isolation, denial and deprivation. By 
actively assisting it to secure its goals – democratisation 
and economic development, India will promote its own 
interests. Let us hope that every Indian, not just officials, 
involved in implementing cooperation programmes with 
Myanmar remembers this message. v

The author is a former ambassador to Myanmar. 

COMMENT

As Myanmar opens up, PM visit renews a traditional relationship
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ANDHRA PRADESH

hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh 
Congress Committee Linguistic 
Minority Cell, led by its Cell President, 
Shri Ashok Singh, paid tributes to 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 21st death 
anniversary here on 21st May, 2012.

The Cell chairman and other party 
office – bearers paid floral tributes by 
garlanding the photo of Rajiv Gandhi. 
The Cell distributed free fruits to the 
inmates of the government hospitals.

Others who paid tributes included 
Shri Murali Mohan Singh, Shri 
Prakash Chand Srivastav, Shri Vishesh 
Sharma, Syed Afsar Ali, Shri Sanjeev, 
Shri Ashrith Jaiswal with others.

CHHATTISGARH
Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh 
Congress Committee paid tributes 
to Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his death 
anniversary here on 21st May, 2012. 
A camp to carry out operations free 

of cost to operate children with spilt 
lips was organized and distributed 
free tricycles to the handicap persons.

STATESWATCH

The operations were carried out under 
the guidance of Shri (Dr.) Charandas 
Mahant  and Shr i  Nandkumar 
Patel. The function was organized 
under the leadership of Pradesh 
Congress Handicap Cell President, 
Shri Mahender Singh Kochhar. Shri 
Kochhar said that a large number of 
children are affected by this disease 
in the state of Chhattisgarh.

DELHI
New Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC)  organised a 
function to mark the 21st death 
anniversary of former Prime Minister, 
Bharat Ratna Shri Rajiv Gandhi, the 
architect of  computer revolution and 
modern development in India, at Rajiv 
Bhawan, the DPCC office, here on 21st 
May, 2012. Thousands of Congress 

workers and senior leaders of the 
Congress party paid floral tributes at 
the portrait of Rajivji. DPCC president 
Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, MP said 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, with his foresight, 
fortitude and imagination, took India 
to the heights of a modern world 
power, and gave a new direction and 
hope to the youth and women of the 
country, for which the country would 
be eternally grateful to him.

On the occasion,  a 45-minute 
documentary on the life of Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi was screened at the Rajiv 
Bhawan hall.   The film captured the 
life of Rajivji, and after watching it, 
people became very thoughtful and 
introspective at the sacrifices he had 

made for the country’s better future.

DPCC president Shri Jai Prakash 
Agarwal said Rajivji gave a new 
direction to the country, and it was 
due to his foresight and fortitude 
that India is now on the road to 
development and progress. He 
said Shri Rajiv Gandhi was always 
concerned with the welfare of the 
people, particularly the poor, the 
downtrodden and women, the future 
of the country, and initiated many 
schemes for the uplift of the poor, 
Dalits, women, old people and those 
living in villages.  

Others who paid homage to Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi were MPs Shri Ramesh 
Kumar and Shri Mahabal Mishra, 
AICC secretary Maj. Dalbir Singh,  
Delhi Assembly Deputy Speaker 
and MLA Shri Amrish Gautam, 
MLAs  Veer Singh Dhigan, Neeraj 
Basoya, Malaram Gangwal, Tarwinder 
Singh Marwah and Anil Bharadwaj, 
Leader of the Opposition in all the 
three  MCDs Shri Farhad Suri, Shri 
Mukesh Goel, Smt. Varyam Kaur, 
Municipal Councillors Pradeep 
Sharma, Thilothama Chaudhary, Taj 
Mohammed, Virendra Kasana, Ravi 
Kalsi, Parmabhai Solanki, R.S.Pawar, 
Anjana Parcha, Anil Gautam, Manju 
Sethia, Madhu Khurana, Rajiv Kumar 
Verma, Anju Sehwag, DPCC’s Dr 
Naresh Kumar, Dhirender Tyagi, 
C.P.Mittal, and a large number of 
Congress workers.

HARYANA
Sonepat :  The City  Congress 
Committee paid tributes to former 
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
on his death anniversary here at the 
Congress Bhawan here by offering 
flower and garland to his photograph 
on 21st May, 2012.

The function was presided over by the 
City Congress Committee President, 
Shri Pradeep Singh Gautam. Also 
present were former minister, Shri 
Ved Singh Malik, Block Congress 
President, Shri Ashok Chhabra, Rural 
Congress President, Shri Bhalaram 
Jhaganda, Shri Pramod Sharma, MLA, 
Shri Sanjeev Dahiya with others.

Shri Pradeep Singh Gautam recalled 

Nation pays homage to Rajiv Gandhi on his 22nd 
Martyrdom Day

NEWS
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the services of Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
Haryana  Chief  Min is ter,  Shr i 
Bhoopinder Singh Hooda inaugurated 
the Rajiv Gandhi Rural Electrification 
Project. The Congress workers also 
pledged to follow the path shown by 
Shri Rajiv Gandhiji.

JHARKHAND
jamshedpur: The Congressmen of 
the Jharkhand Pradesh Congress 
Committee paid rich floral tributes to 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 21st death 
anniversary here in Gokul Nagar on 
21st May, 2012.

AICC Member and Jharkhand PCC 
General Secretary, Shri Rajesh Kumar 
Shukla was the chief guest who 
garlanded the photograph of Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi and later recalled the services 
of the great leader and the benefit 
which we all are reaping today.

Shri Shukla said that Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi was a great human being 
with farsightedness, he gave us 
Panchayati Raj System, facility of 
telecom because of which Indian 
engineers are honoured the world 
over. His contributions for the 
development of the country will never 
be forgotten. Later, clothes and fruit 
were distributed among the poor.

MAHARASHTRA
Amravati: The Congressmen paid 
tributes to former Prime Minister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary 
here on 21st May, 2012.

On this occasion around 14 farmers 
were given Rajiv Gandhi Krishi Ratna 
Awards. The awards were given 
away by Maharashtra Pradesh Youth 
Congress President, Dr. Vishwamin 
Kadam who also paid tributes to 
Rajivji by recalling his works for the 
development of the country.

Shirdi: The Vidhan Sabha Youth 
Congress paid homage to Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi on his death anniversary at 
the Youth Congress office here on 21st 
May, 2012.

Vidhan Sabha Youth Congress General 
Secretary, Shri Krishna R. Shinde 
garlanded the photograph of Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi. Others present were 
Shri Dashrath Tupe, Shri Mahendra 
Sadafal, Booth President, Shri Dinesh 
Shivde, Shri Dhananjay Wakchaure 
with others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Indore: The City Congress Committee 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister, 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his death 
anniversary here on 21st May, 2012.

The Congressmen first garlanded the 
photograph of Rajiv Gandhi and then a 
prayer meeting was held. The function 
was presided over by Rajiv Gandhi 
Aastha Sthambh President, Shri Vijay 
Kumar Mehra.

The Aastha Sthamb also honoured the 
youth for making vital countribution 
in politics. The speakers spoke about 
the contributions made by Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi for the progress and 
development of the country.

Present at the function were District 
Congress President, Shri Pramod 
Tandon, Anantar Singh Darbar, Shri 
Satyanarayan Patel, MLA, Shri Tulsi 

Silawat, Shri Ashwin Joshi with 
others.

Ujjain: The Congressmen of the 
Daulatganj Sarafa Bazar Block 
Congress Committee paid tributes to 
the former Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi on his death anniversary here 
on 21st May, 2012.

The Congressmen were led by Block 
Congress President, Shri Azam Sheikh, 
who presided over the function and 
garlanded the photograph of Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi. Chief speaker at the 
function was former MLA, Shri Mahant 
Rajendra Bharti. Former Member of 
Parliament, Shri Satyanarayan Pawar 
and former chairman of the City 
Corporation Shri Prakash Chaube. 
Mahila Congress Secretary, Smt. 
Pushpa Chauhan were also present.

All the speakers paid homage to the 
great leader who was a foresighted 
leader because of whom we are 
reaping the benefits of modern gadgets 
and equipments today.

RAJASTHAN
hanumangarh: The District, Block 
and Rural Congress Committee paid 
tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi and 
celebrated the day as ‘Balidaan Diwas’.

The Congressmen first offered floral 
tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi and later 
held all – faith prayer meeting.

Those who offered tributes were 
District Congress President, Shri 
Surendra Dadri, PCC Secretary, Shri 
Manish Dharnia, Vice – President, Dr. 
B.K. Chawla with many others.

Jaipur: Rich floral tributes were paid 
to former Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi on his death anniversary here 
at the state Congress Headquarters on 
21st May, 2012.

NEWS
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Those who paid tributes included 
Pradesh Congress President, Dr. 
Chandrabhan, Chief Minister, Shri 
Ashok Gehlot, Shri Dayaram Parmar, 
Shri Vishnu Pratap Singh Rathod with 
others.

The Pradesh Congress Committee 
also organized other programmes 
including debate and discussion on 
the life and works of Rajiv Gandhiji.

Speakers including Savitri Khararia 
said that Rajivji brought Telecom 
revolution in the country.

Pradesh Congress Committee also 
organized blood donation camp and 
later distributed fruits among the 
poor children and offered prayers in 
temples.

jodhpur: The City Sarafa Bazaar 
Block Congress Committee paid 
tributes to Rajiv Gandhi on his 21st 
death anniversary here on 21st May, 
2012.

Former MLA from Jodhpur City, Shri 
Jugal Kabra offered tributes to Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi by recalling his service 
to the people and said that by his 
farsightedness the country was so 
advanced and making rapid progress.

Shri Kabra asked the people to follow 
the paths and policies shown by the 
great leader and to make the country 
more prosperous and strong.

Congressmen later distributed free 
fruits to the inmates of the leprosy 
centre at Mandour.

TAMILNADU
Trichy: Congressmen paid tributes 
to Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 21st 
Martyrdom day on 21st May, 2012.

The memorial meeting was led by 
Tamilnadu Congress Trade Union 
secretary, Shri B. Balasubramanian 

who paid homage to Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi by garlanding his photo and 
offering prayers. Later, free food was 
distributed among the workers and 
people who had assembled for the 
function.

UTTAR PRADESH
firozabad: The City Congress Sewa 
Dal paid tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
on his death anniversary here on 21st 
May, 2012 and celebrated the day as 
“Balidan Diwas”.

Led by the City Congress President, 
Shri Narulhuda Lala Rhyne Gandhi, 
the Congressmen offered floral 
tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi and 
recalled the good work done by him. 
The progress and development that 
we are witnessing today is because 
of the foresighted ways of Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi.

The Congressmen on this day also 
pledged to propagate the policies and 
programmes of the Congress to the 
people and thereby make the party 
strong.

jaunpur: The Congressmen paid 
tributes to Shri Rajiv Gandhi on his 
death anniversary and offered prayers 
and garlanded the statue of Rajiv 
Gandhi erected at Daulatpur here on 
21st May, 2012.

UPCC Secretary, Shri Indramani 
Dubey paid floral tributes and said that 

Rajivji brought telecom revolution in 
the country and it was he who gave 
the voting right to the youth at the age 
of 18 years. The rural India made rapid 
progress under the Panchayati Raj.

Lucknow: On 21st May 2012, 
the Congressmen, led by Dr. Rita 
Bahuguna Joshi, paid tributes to Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary 
and said that he was a foresighted 
person who by his works raised the 
prestige of India globally. This is a 
thing of pride for all Congressmen. He 
joined people through Panchayati Raj 
and through the computers.

Dr. Bahuguna offered floral garland to 
the statue of Rajiv Gandhi with other 
Congressmen also paying tributes. v
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Nation pays homage to Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru on his 

death anniversary

ANDHRA PRADESH
hyderabad: The Congressmen under 
the leadership of the Andhra Pradesh 
Congress Committee Linguistic 
Minority Cell President, Shri Ashok 
Singh paid rich floral tributes to 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his death 
anniversary here on 27th May, 2012.

Flowers and garlands were offered on 
the photograph of Pandit Nehru and 
the speakers spoke about him who 
was also known as the architect of 
modern India.

Others who paid tributes were Shri 
Murali Mohan Singh, Shri Prakash 
Chand Srivastava, Pt. Vishesh Sharma, 
Syed Afsar ali with others.

DELHI
New Delhi:  Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) president Shri 
Jai Prakash Agarwal, MP said the 
steps taken by former Prime Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for the all 
round development of the country 
with foresight and fortitude were now 
bearing fruits as  India was on the fast 
track of development. Addressing a 
large gathering of Congress workers 
and leaders, on the occasion of Pandit  
Nehru’s death anniversary, at Rajiv 
Bhawan, the DPCC office here on 
27th May, 2012, Shri Agarwal said it 

was Nehru’s great vision that helped 
India overcome the teething troubles 
following the hard won freedom 
after struggle and hurtle towards 
development, progress, prosperity 
and self-reliance. 

On the occasion,  a 40-minute 
documentary on Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
was screened at the Rajiv Bhawan hall 
on the occasion. 

Besides  Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, 
Vidhan Sabha Deputy Speaker Amrish 
Gautam, MLA Malaram Gangwal, 
Delhi Congress Sewa Dal Chief 
Organiser Shri Dineshwar Tyagi, 
Dheerendra Tyagi, C.P. Mittal, Suresh 
Malik, Hari Kishan Jindal, Sudesh 
Sangwan, Gopal Paharia, P.S. Bawa, 
Razia Sulatana, Municipal Councillors 
Varyam Kaur, Savita Sharma, Pradeep 
Sharma, Abhishek Dutt, Desh Raj 
Arora, Tilotama Chaudhary, Kavita 
Malhotra, Omwati,  Ravi Kalsi, Pt. 
Banwari Lal and Youth Congress, 
Mahila Congress, NSUI and  Sewa 
Dal  workers paid floral tributes to Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

HARYANA
Sonepat: Congressmen paid tributes 
to the first Prime Minister of India, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his death 
anniversary at the Congress Bhawan 
here on 17th May, 2012.

The function was presided over by 
District Congress president, Shri 
Pradeep Singh Gautam who garlanded 
the photograph of Panditji.

RAJASTHAN
hanumangarh:  The Distr ict , 
Block and City and Rural Congress 
Committees paid tributes to former 
Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru on his death anniversary here 
on 17th May, 2012.

Congressmen offered flowers and 
garlands to the photo of Pandit Nehru 
and Dr. B.K. Chawla recalled the good 
work done by Nehruji who was also 
known as the modern architect of 
India.

UTTAR PRADESH
Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee President, Smt. (Dr.) 
Rita Bahuguna Joshi paid homage 
to the first Prime Minister of India, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his death 
anniversary here on 27th May, 2012.

Dr. Joshi said that Pt. Nehru was the 
modern architect of India and he 
wanted that India should compete 
with the countries of the world.

Leading Congress leaders of Uttar 
Pradesh paid homage to Pt. Nehru 
at the State Congress headquarters 
and prominent among there were 
Shri Ramkrishna Dwivedi, Shri 
Pradip Srivastava, former MLA, Shri 
Shyamkishore Shukla, Siraj Mehandi 
and Shri Divjendra Tripathi.

BIHAR
Sewa Dal to monitor 

Central Schemes in Bihar

Muzzafarpur: The District Congress 
Sewadal organized a worker’s meeting 
here on 8th April, 2012 to discuss 
important matters concerning Bihar. 
The meeting was presided over by 
District chief organizer, Shri Sanjay 
Kumar. It was decided in the meeting 
that Sewa Dal workers would sit on 
a dharna on 7th May, 2012 against the 
Nitish Kumar government in Bihar. 

It was also the birth anniversary of 
Sewa Dal founder Shri Narayan Rao 
Subba Rao Hardikar.

The Sewa Dal workers were also 
asked to keep a watch and monitor 
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the Central funds that are being used 
for the people welfare schemes of the 
Centre in the state of Bihar. The Sewa 
Dal will expose the mismanagement 
by the Nitish Kumar government.

The meeting was addressed by 
Pradesh Chief Organizer, Shri Santosh 
Kumar Srivastav, Sewa Dal general 
secretary, Shri Om Prakash Jha, Shri 
Brahamanand Singh and Vaishali 
District President, Shri Vindeshwar 
Prasad.

GUJARAT
Book on career released

Ahmedabad:  The Gujarat Pradesh 
Congress Committee has launched 
“Karkirdi na Umbare” – a book for 
students on career options after 
school.

The book was released by GPCC 
President, Shri Arjun Modhwadia 
while the book has been authored 
by GPCC Spokesperson, Dr. Manish 
Doshi. Congress Leader of the 
opposition, Shri Shaktisinh Gohil was 
also present on the occasion.

The book contains details which will 
be helpful to the students in seeking 
the best career for their future.

MADHYA PRADESH
Jan Chetana Yatra

Bhopal: The leader of opposition, 

MAHARASHTRA
Rahulji addressed 3000 elected representatives  

of local bodies

Matunga: A Congress Party function organized by Maharashtra Pradesh 
Congress Committee was held in the Municipal Constituency of Local Municipal 
Councilor and Vice President Mumbai Pradesh Mahila Congress Committee 
Nayana Seth at Indian Gymkhana, Matunga, Mumbai recently. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
General Secretary AICC addressed about 3000 elected representative of the 
various Municipal bodies 
in Maharashtra.  Smt. 
Nayana Seth welcomed 
Shri Rahul Gandhi with 
Garland and tiranga shawl.

Shri Rahul Gandhi while 
addressing the elected 
representatives extolled 
the party leaders to once 
again go to the grass roots 
to strengthen the party 
organization. He said that 
only those office bearers 
who relentlessly work for the party will be given more responsibility in the 
party organization.

He said that the Party and the government should continue to interact with 
the local party workers.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also participated in an interaction programme with elected 
representatives and said that that activist who did not take the responsibility 
seriously will not be tolerated.

AICC in charge Maharashtra Shri Mohan Prakash, CM Maharashtra Prithviraj 
Chavan and MPCC President Manikraoji Thakre also addressed the gathering 
and gave their views to elected representatives.

MPCC Vice President Sharad Ranpise had moderated the function and Mumbai 
Congress General Secretary Shri Upendra Doshi thanked the leaders and the 
gathering who attended the function. v

Shri  Ajay Singh took out the 
second leg of the Jan Chetana Yatra 
throughout the state and said that 
the BJP government in the state was 
of relatives and commission agents.

Shri Ajay Singh was addressing public 
meetings in Bhanpura and Shymgarh. 
Also accompanying him was Member 
of  Parl iament from Mandsaur 
Parliamentary constituency, Ms. 
Meenakshi Natarajan and local MLA, 
Shri Subhash Sujatiya.

Shri Singh said that the Congress 
Party in the state has made a pledge 
to expose the black deeds of the state 
government and reach the public 
through this Jan Chetana Yatra. 
He added that the BJP was busy 
filling the coffers of their relatives 

and as an example, a relative of the 
chief minister, was given contracts 
worth Rs. 72 crore in a year. The 
BJP government in the state was 
not worried about the people or the 
development but was busy in making 
themselves rich. He added that time 
had come that we ask the chief 
minister and his minister about the 
account of work done in the state. v
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Mahila Congress activities

May is the month in which India lost its beloved leader 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi to terrorism. To commemorate 

his Death Anniversary, various programmes were 
organized at State and District levels by Mahila Congress 
units across the country. 

As many States are going to face assembly elections 
by the end of this year or early next year, the All India 
Mahila Congress has deputed its office bearers as 
observers to Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Nagaland, Manipur and Tripura to form the organization 
up to booth-level. All the observers are visiting the state 
assigned to them every month for at least 4-5 days. In 
this connection 9 Observers for Gujarat, 8 Observers 
for Himachal Pradesh, 4 Observers for Karnataka and 3 
Observers each for Tripura Meghalaya & Nagaland have 
been appointed and assigned specific areas. 

Smt. Anita Verma, President, AIMC addressed a Mahila 
Congress Convention at Bhuj, Gujarat on 25th April 
2012 which was a very well-attended programme. All 
local leaders, including DCC President of Bhuj were 
present on the dias. A meeting of election-going North 
East States was convened on 4th May 2012 in Assam, 
in which 3 States Mahila Congress Presidents of the 
concerned states alongwith their organization attended 
the meeting. A meeting of State office bearers, district 
and block presidents was held on the same day in which 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam Shri Tarun Gagoi, Assam 
PCC President were present on the dias. On 5th May 
2012 an organizational meeting of Mahila Congress was 
organized in Meghalaya in order to gear up the unit for 
ensuing Assembly Elections. AIMC Incharges of North 
Eastern States viz. Ms. Sushmita Dev, General Secretary 
and Smt. Poonam Rani Bhatia, Secretary alongwith 
the Observers appointed by the AIMC were present 
in the meeting. 15th May 2012 witnessed a meeting of 
Karnataka Pradesh Mahila Congress organization at 
PCC office which was followed by Belgam Division 
Mahila Congress Convention on 16th May 2012 at Hubli. 
Mahila Congress functionaries from all the 8 districts of 
Belgam division participated in the programme which 
was addressed by senior leaders of Karnataka.   

A meeting of the Maharashtra PMC was convened by 
Dr. Shobhna Shah, Vice-President, AIMC & Incharge 
of Maharashtra and Smt. Kamal Vyavhara, President, 
Maharashtra PMC at Tilak Bhawan on 29th April 2012 
which was attended by State-level office bearers, district, 
city and block presidents which was addressed by Shri 
Manik Rao Thakre, President, Maharashtra PCC as 
a Chief Guest. Other present on the dias were some 
senior leaders from PCC. Women office bearers of 

PCC also participated in the meeting. The purpose of 
the meeting was to take a stock of the status of mahila 
congress organization in Maharashtra after the local body 
elections. About 400 mahila congress functionaries were 
present in the meeting. A Divisional Training Camp of 
Pune division was held at Panchmarhi on 21st and 22nd 
May 2012 to commemorate the Death Anniversary of our 
beloved leader Shri Rajiv Gandhi. 

Dr. Sudha Rai, Vice-President AIMC & Incharge Madhya 
Pradesh Mahila Congress toured 4 districts of Gwalior 
Division in Madhya Pradesh from 5th May 2012 to 7th 
May 2012. She convened organizational meetings at the 
block level. Smt. Lalit Joshi, Vice-President, AIMC visited 
Una District of Himachal Pradesh on 9th May 2012 to 
attend organizational meeting. Smt. Ayesha Siddiqua, 
Secretary, AIMC & Incharge Odisha PMC visited the 
state from 13th to 15th May 2012 covering 2 districts 
where she convened meetings of the Mahila Congress 
organization. Smt. Onika Mehrotra, Secretary, AIMC & 
Incharge Haryana visited Sirsa on 12th April 2012. She 
attended a Public Meeting on 20th May 2012 in Agartal, 
Tripura in which seven to eight thousand tribal men 
and women were present. Senior leaders of Tripura 
addressed this Rally.  

The Tripura PMC staged protests against the incident 
of gang rape of two tribal women at Takka-Tulshi and 
against the murder of two tribal students in Jirania in 
every district of the State in front of police stations.  v 

(Anita Verma)
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Keeping in view the forthcoming Assembly elections 
in Himachal Pradesh and the electoral importance 

of the State from the perspective of Ex-Servicemen, the 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Department took the initiative 
of launching block level meetings of Ex-Servicemen 
in the entire State, particularly districts having a large 
concentration of Ex-Servicemen population.

Under the guidance of AICC Ex-Servicemen Department, 
the HPCC Ex-Servicemen Department with active 
assistance and cooperation of the HPCC. organised four 
block level meetings of Ex-Servicemen on 10 and 11 May, 
2012. The meetings were held in Nurpur, Shahpur, Dehra 
and Palampur constituencies/tehsils of Kangra Districts. 

The meeting in Nurpur was organised by Sh. Ajay 
Mahajan, General Secretary, HPCC who desired that Ex-
Servicemen meetings be also held in various panchayats 
of Nurpur. Agreeing with the proposal Capt. Praveen 
Davar, Secretary AICC Ex-Servicemen Department 
and Col. B S Lagwal, Chairman, HPCC Ex-Servicemen 
Department, impressed upon the Ex-Servicemen to 
ensure that the Ex-Servicemen welfare measures taken 
by UPA 1 and UPA 2 reach all the Ex-Servicemen at the 
village level. The meeting in Nurpur was followed by an 
impressive meeting in Shahpur in the afternoon. 

The Ex-Servicemen meeting which was held in Shahpur 
DCC office was attended by Sh. Kewal Singh Pathania 
who was the Party candidate in the last election besides 
DCC President, BCC President and senior leaders of 
Shahpur Block. So enthused were the Ex-Servicemen 
and senior leaders of the Party with the outcome of the 
meeting that they invited Capt. Praveen Davar to address 
a public meeting in the constituency within a couple of 
months. During the meeting various speakers highlighted 
the achievements of UPA 1 and UPA 2 besides pointing 
out the lack of development and massive corruption in 
the Dhumal led state govt.

The following day on May 11, 2012, the Ex-Servicemen 
meeting in Palampur was organised with active 
cooperation and participation of Sh. B B Batel, 
senior Congress leader and the DCC President, Smt. 
Suman Verma. This was a largely attended meeting in 
which, besides many Ex-Servicemen of lower ranks, a 
number of retired officers also participated. Among the 
distinguished guests who attended the meeting were Sh. 
G L Batra, father of late Capt. Vikram Batra, Param Vir 
Chakra and Subedar Rullia Ram father of late Maj. S K 
Walia, Ashok Chakra. The meeting was a grand success 
and participated by nearly 300 Ex-Servicemen. The 
function was adequately covered both by the electronic 
and print media.

Addressing the Ex-Servicemen Capt. Praveen Davar 
categorically stated that no government in the past 
has done so as much for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen 

Ex-Servicemen Condemn Dhumal Govt.

as the Dr. Manmohan Singh led UPA 1 and UPA 2. He 
specially thanked the Congress President, Sonia Gandhi 
and Defence Minister, A K Antony for the steep hike 
in the pensions of Ex-Servicemen. Besides improved 
pensions the UPA govt has expanded and improved 
ECHS (medical) facilities for Ex-Servicemen which is 
nothing short of a revolutionary welfare programme for 
Ex-Servicemen and their families who are now being 
provided with free medicare for all major ailments, 
including cancer, kidney and heart diseases. 

Capt. Davar strongly condemned the Vajpayee led 
NDA govt for doing nothing for the welfare of the Ex-
Servicemen and rejecting their demand of OROP (one 
rank one pension). He said that Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee 
was the weakest Prime Minister since independence as 
his govt was remotely controlled by RSS, proved by the 
fact that he could not remove Narendra Modi despite 
wanting to do so, after the 2002 Gujarat genocide. 
Col B S Lagwal pointed out various shortcomings and 
deficiencies of Dhumal Govt and their utter neglect to 
welfare of Ex-Servicemen. Sh. B B Batel, senior leader 
of Kangra exposed the total failure of Dhumal Govt and 
the massive corruption of his cabinet. Col R S Rajput 
gave many suggestions for the welfare of Ex-Servicemen. 
Amongst others who spoke were Smt. Suman Verma, 
President DCC, Sh. Goma, ex-MLA, Col Rana, Col H S 
Katoch, Capt. Bhuri Singh, Smt. Anupama Sharma and Sh. 
Sipaiya, an Ex-Serviceman who had contested Assembly 
election twice reacting to a proposal for tickets for Ex-
Servicemen stated endeavour of AICC Ex-Servicemen 
Dept to get atleast two seats for Ex-Servicemen 

The meeting in Palampur was followed by a meeting in 
Dehra in the afternoon. It was attended by Ex-Servicemen 
belonging to Dehra and Jwalamukhi blocks. The Ex-
Servicemen present in the meeting assured the Secretary 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Department of their complete 
cooperation and ensure that maximum Ex-Servicemen 
vote for the Congress during the Assembly polls. v
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 AICC 
DIARY

hAVE RESPECT fOR 
PARLIAMENT

Shri Rashid Alvi addressed the Media 
today. Shri Rashid Alvi said that we 
achieved the independence of our 
country after making lot of sacrifices. 
Today, we are successfully running 
our democracy for 65 years and the 
whole world praises our democracy. 
We have passed 65 years of our 
democracy successfully and there 
are few democracy like this in the 
world. There are a few people who 
speak unproper words about our 
Parliament which are not respectful, 
such words which are not according 
to our culture, and we object to such 
kind of words. This is not just the 
insult of Members of Parliament but 
of the Parliament also. Parliament is 
not a structure bound by four walls 
on the sides, Parliament is made 
out of Members who are elected 
by the people of the country. If 
any criticism is made against these 
elected Members and that to in harsh 
words which is not only insulting for 
Parliament but is also insulting for 
our constitution, the constitution 
which gives the chance to Members 
to be elected every five years and also 
insults the people who have elected 
and sent them to Parliament with 
their choice. This is very unfortunate 
and I shall also request the Media 
to abstain from using such words 
which the people use in criticizing 
Members of Parliament and they do 
it deliberately to be in the news and 
are shown on TV screen. It is my 
request to the Media to ignore such 
words so that we maintain respect 
for our democratic setup and to 
strengthen it. If we stop broadcasting 
such words it will be better for our 
democracy that is so dear to us.

Shri Alvi said that the way a woman 
Member of Parliament was illtreated 
in Gujarat was very unfortunate, it is 
against our culture. We have respect 
for women, the whole country 
respects them, our culture and our 

forefathers have taught us so that 
we respect our women, our mothers 
and our sisters. Whatever happened 
was unfortunate. Though the law 
and order has nothing to do with the 
centre, this is a matter of the state 
but whatever happened in Gujarat 
was unfortunate and we criticize it. 
Thursday, 3rd May, 2012

QUESTIONS SURROUNDING 
GUjARAT CM

Shri Rashid Alvi addressed the 
Media today. Shri Rashid Alvi said 
that there is a continuous criticism 
about the report of the Gujarat SIT 
team since yesterday and particularly 
after questions being raised by 
the senior lower of the Supreme 
Court, Shri Ramchandran. The state 
chief minister is involved in those 
questions. This is no new problem 
and the Congress Party has been 
telling the people for the past ten 
years. For the past ten years they 
were involved in this. I would like 
to say that a political party which is 
the country’s main opposition party 
and which was talking of making 
the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya should 
tread the path shown by Lord Rama. 
Making of Mandir and Masjid is quite 
easy but it is not easy to walk on 
those paths shown by our religious 
gurus. Just to remove the doubt 
Lord Rama sacrificed his wife Sita 
which become an example before the 
countrymen. I want to say that the 
allegations being raised against the 
BJP ruled state only creates doubt, 
the questions being raised by the 
people against the chief minister, this 
is most unfortunate.

Such questions are being raised and 
allegations are being made for the 
last ten years and no clean chit has 
been given to him, be it from the 
Minority Commission or the Human 
Rights Commission or their own 
coalition partners are all raising 
questions and the BJP is trying to 
save itself.

One more thing I want to say is 
that both Lok Sabha and the Rajya 
Sabha were adjourned but were 
held later on. Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha is a place for debate on issues, 
is a place to make laws. Making 
noise or disruption in the House 

is unfortunate. The government is 
always ready to discuss any issue. 
It is the right of the Opposition to 
raise any issue but not allowing the 
House to run is unfortunate. Tuesday, 
8 May, 2012

AI PILOTS ON STRIkE 

Shri  Manish Tewari  said the 
continuing strike by a section 
of the Air India pilots is indeed 
very distressing. Government in 
Parliament have walked extra mile to 
help Air India alleviate its distressed 
financial condition. Reports suggest 
that the strike is causing loss of about 
Rs. 10 crores a day. It seems that as a 
result of the strike, Air India has had 
to suspend bookings for its long haul 
flights. All this does not augur well 
for an airline especially when you 
are heading into a holiday season. 
Not only does it cause very grave 
inconvenience to the passengers but 
it has long term impact on the brand 
equity of the company also. While 
undoubtedly pilots are at the core of 
any airlines in the aviation industry 
but they must also remember the 
implications of their actions on 
scores of other employees who also 
work and make a living by being 
a part of this organization. We do 
hope that the Indian Pilots Guild, 
which has been de-recognized, the 
strike has been declared illegal by 
the Delhi High Court, realize the 
folly of their actions and immediately 
withdraw the strike. If at all there 
are some outstanding issues with 
regard to inter-personal seniority, 
the government has already said 
that not only are they willing to look 
at it but they are willing to sit down 
with the stakeholder and resolve it. 
By continuing the strike, the pilots 
or a section of pilots are stretching 
the patience of even those people in 
parliament who have always stood 
to protect, preserve and argument 
the prestige of our national carrier. 
Thursday, 10 May, 2012

60 yEARS Of PARLIAMENT 

Shri Manish Tewari said yesterday 
the parliament marked the 60th 
anniversary of its first sitting 
on the 13th May 1952. What it 
celebrated was not 60 years of 
parl iament but  the march of 
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democracy, the institutionalization 
of  const i tut ional ism through 
six tumaltuous decades of the 
Indian republic. While it is for 
parliamentarians and legislators to 
lead by example and see that the 
hard won gains are not frittered 
away. It should also be a moment for 
those to introspect who thinks it is 
fashionable to bash the institutions 
of Indian democracy. Most countries 
in Asia and Africa who overthrew 
the yolk of imperialism in the 1940s 
and 1950s either had to suffer the 
scourge of military dictatorship 
or one party rule. India has had 
the proud privilege of maintaining 
a continuous and an unremitting 
democratic tradition. However, as we 
look ahead, Indian democracy and 
its institutions continue to be under 
relentless attack from the forces of 
right reaction, the forces of national 
subvers ion,  fundamental ism, 
theocracy and terrorism not to 
forget the whole specter of left wing 
extremism. It is, therefore, important 
for all democrats and all those who 
believe in constitutionalism to abide 
by the adage that eternal vigilance is 
the price for liberty while we have 
much to celebrate but we do not have 
much to take for granted. Monday, 
14 May, 2012

CONDOLENCE

Shri Rashid Alvi said that yesterday a 
small plane crashed in Nepal in Which 
15 people lost their lives of which 13 
were Indians. Our condolences are 
with them and their relatives who 
lost their near and dear ones.

RIGhT TO EXPRESSION

A cartoon printed in a school text 
book and question related to it is a 
restriction on the right to expression. 
Shri Alvi said that we are for the right 
to express according to the right by 
our Constitution. Education Minister, 

Shri Kapil Sibal has specially spoken 
about it and gave a statement in the 
Parliament and a committee too was 
formed after which the government 
will take its decision. Shri Alvi said 
that this is a complicated matter 
and which also requires a debate so 
that a unanimous decision is made 
for which the government will take 
proper steps. It is the suggestion of 
the Congress Party that a discussion 
takes place and a debate is held in the 
country, debate should be held on 
all raised questions and before any 
decision is reached, the sentiments 
of all should be kept in view. Tuesday, 
15 May, 2012

3 yEARS Of UPA – 2

Shri Rashid Alvi said that UPA – 2 
has today completed three years of 
its second term and tomorrow will be 
the first day of their fourth year. We 
hope to complete full five – year term 
and the people will once again give a 
chance to reelect them in May, 2014. 
the works which our government 
has done during the past three years 
is recorded in the report which is an 
authorized version of the government 
which shall be disbursed tomorrow. 
But whatever figures and details 
that we have received through the 
IMF report has indicated that the 
economy of India is second behind 
China. Despite the bad economic 
situation, our government has 
controlled the economic situation 
to a large extent and the IMF is also 
compelled to state that the economy 
of India is in the member 2 spot in 
the world. During the past one year 
the per capita income has increased 
14 percent in comparison to other 
years and which is a commendable 
job by the government. The per 
capita income at Rs. 69,972/- per 
year which is 14 percent more than 

before and FDI has increased by 50 
percent. The power production has 
increased and the surplus power 
is about 20 thousand mega watt. 
Repeatedly a question is being raised 
that the economic assistance which 
the centre gives to the states has 
been raised by many political parties. 
Last year more than Rs. 33,000 crore 
economic assistance was given to the 
states from the Centre. According 
to the figures of the Agricultural 
ministry, the farmers were given 
one lakh crore loans in comparison 
to the loan given year before that. 
Last year the loan amount to farmers 
has been increased from Rs. 4 lakh 
75 crore to Rs. 5 lakh 75 thousand 
crore and the commendable job 
is this that there has been bumper 
production by 60 percent farmers 
in producing wheat, rice, pulses 
and cotton. The minimum purchase 
price that was given by the NDA 
government during their six – year 
term has been presently increased by 
8.6 percent. The minimum purchase 
price that our government gave to 
the farmers in the first year is at 
present 100 percent more and one 
more important thing I would like 
to add is that there has been marked 
decrease in the incidents of terror. 
The situation has improved the 
incidents of terror. The situation 
has improved to a large extent in 
J&K. There has been decrease in the 
incidents of trespassing with this the 
incidents of terror activities all over 
the country, the result of which our 
income has increased due to tourism. 
This is one big achievement of our 
government which has been achieved 
in the past three years. In the next 
two years we shall successfully move 
our country ahead. Monday, 21 May, 
2012

Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC
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