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The Congress Flag is flying high, once again in Uttar Pradesh. The party is 
resurgent after a gap of twenty two years and has become once again a major 

stake holder in UP politics. The strategy of Congress General Secretary Shri Rahul 
Gandhi has paid off and his people to people contact has brought awareness of the 
positive and progressive vision of the Congress in the knowledge of the people. 
The state is sliding backward even as the rest of the country moves forward. The 
pre occupation of the BSP supremo in self glorification has ruined the prospects 
of Uttar Pradesh which used to be the pride of the country at one time. There has 
been a widespread looting of the resources provided by the UPA Government for 
the benefit of the state. The Congress President Smt Sonia Gandhi provided details 
of the amounts released by the centre from time to time under various Central 
Government schemes for the upliftment of UP.  Rahul ji has said emphatically 
that his mission is not restricted to winning seats in UP but to keep working for 
the restoration of the honour of the people of Uttar Pradesh. People are moved 
by his dedication and simplicity and this is the reason why people are once again 
looking up towards the Congress for providing them succor against their ills. 

Elections are about to be over in the five states. Goa goes to polls in the last phase. 
The progress of Goa as a holiday destination has brought about the pressures 
of rapid development and it is difficult to manage the aspirations of the people 
while ensuring that the environment concerns are addressed. The Congress 
led government at Goa has been trying to maintain a balance by ensuring that 
planned development takes place while maintaining a tight control of norms. 
The local Goans’ are happy that the environment concerns of Goa have been 
well addressed by the Government and would therefore like to see the return of 
the Congress in the state. 

The Governments ambitious social reforms program, the largest of its kind in the 
world Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act has completed 
Six years since it was introduced. This program has provided for livelihood 
security by guaranted 100 days paid employment to every rural household whose 
adult members opt for unskilled labour as a means of livelihood. The Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi while speaking on the foundation day program 
rightly opined that we have covered a lot of distance but we have still to do a 
lot. The ills that have been discovered while implementing such a vast program 
are now visible and there is a need to stop leakages in the resources provided 
for this program. The Union Rural Development Minister has rightly said that 
it is time for introducing second generation reforms to make MGNREGA even 
more meaningful. We are confident that this would ensure better utilization of 
the resources being provided for this ambitious program.

February is the time when the Government takes a call as to how to manage the 
finances of the country for the ensuing financial year. The Budget exercise this 
year is a very important exercise as we have been facing a rise in Inflation and 
prices over the last two years. The Global economic meltdown has not totally 
escaped affecting our finances. The fiscal deficit has also to be kept in control 
while providing for Government’s ambitious social programs. The continuous 
rises in the international prices of crude oil have been a cause of concern to the 
Government. Although food inflation has come well under control the budget has 
to ensure that some kind of relief is provided to ease the burden of prices faced 
by the aam aadmi. We have an experienced Finance Minister and an Economist 
as Prime Minister and they must be doing all that is possible to balance the 
budget in the interest of the progress of the country. We are looking forward to 
a budget which will spur the economy once again in its road to progress. The 
Budget session will begin in the middle of March. We are hoping that this session 
will see the implementation of the various programs awaiting the assent of the 
Parliament. A positive outlook and healthy discussion by the opposition would 
ensure that good results are achieved during this session. v

Many 

achievements 

and a Lot to 

do …

EDITORIAL

It is time for 

introducing second 

generation reforms to 

make MGNREGA even 

more meaningful. 

We are confident that 

this would ensure 

better utilization of 

the resources being 

provided for this 

ambitious program.



Congress Sandesh n February 2012   n  2

Terrorism has become a bane of 
the society with incidents of terror 
happening more frequently than 
ever before, not only in India but 
all over the world. The necessity of 
tackling the perpetrators of terror 
rapidly requires a unified command 
which can act with swiftness and 
cohesiveness to tackle information 
which may come to the knowledge 
of intelligence agencies. 

The objective of creating The National 
Counter Terrorism Centre arises 
from this need and is important for 
fighting the scourge of terrorism in 
the country. The Prime Minister has 
assured that NCTC will neither take 
away the powers of the states and 
nor is it intended for trespassing on 
their powers. It is therefore necessary 
for the states to view it as a national 
need and not to see as an attack on 
the Federal Structure of the country 
as insinuated by some.

The Prime Minister has assured that 
the concerned states would be taken 
into confidence and their doubts 
allayed. In a letter to CM’s he has 
informed that this centre has been 
located within the ambit of the IB and 
not as a separate organization.

We are sure that once the spirit 
behind this objective is understood 
and the need for such an organization 
is appreciated the Government will 
have no problem in implementing this 
very important measure. This would 
ensure a better coordination between 
the centre and states for Countering 
terrorism. Crushing of terrorism is a 
common concern of all right minded 
citizens to ensure that terror does 
not stand in the way of development 
and progress.
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PRIME MINISTER’S 
RESOlUTION

Every New Year, people make certain resolves to 
brighten up their lives for the rest of the year. Similarly, 
the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh had also 
resolved to do certain things so that the lives of the 
people become more meaningful. He said in his New 
Year address to the people of India.

First, there is the urgent challenge of eradicating 
poverty, hunger and illiteracy and providing gainful 
employment to all. I call this the challenge of Livelihood 
Security.

The second challenge that demands our attention is 
Economic Security.

The third challenge we face, is the challenge of Energy 
Security.

A fourth important challenge we face in the years ahead 
is the challenge of ecological security.

Finally, and most importantly, our vibrant democracy 
faces threats to internal and external security which 
together can be viewed as the challenge of National 
Security.”

We welcome the challenge that the PM has taken for 
this year for the UPA government.

Mukesh Kumar 
Sasaram, Bihar

BIllS ThAT wIll ChANGE 
LIfE IN INDIA

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, UPA Chairperson and the Congress 
President, has rightly said in the General Body. Meeting 
of the Congress Parliamentary Party which appeared in 
the January, 2012 issue of the Congress Sandesh.

Smt. Gandhi wondered if the sole directive of the BJP 
– led NDA is to derail our legislative agenda. However, 
we will not be deterred. Our commitment is to the 
people of India. Smt. Gandhi also talked about other 
important bills that are certainly going to change the 
complexion of the lives in India once these Bill are 
properly implemented and put in use.

The Food Security Bill is being introduced in this 
session. I would like to thank the Prime Minister, the 
Finance Minister and our colleagues in government for 
helping fulfill a key commitment we made in our 2009 
manifesto. I know that there are still some concerns 
but this is truly a landmark decision. We must make 
it work because it will protect a huge number of our 
people from hunger and malnutrition. The Bill is very 

much part of our far – reaching rights-based approach 
to development. You will recall that we had the Right 
to Information Act and the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Act passed in 2005 and 
the Right to Education Act in 2008. The Food Security 
Bill also proposes fundamental reforms of the public 
distribution system. It is important for all of us to 
understand it in its details. We must take it to the people 
and make it a central part of our political campaigns.

Swaminath Jaiswal
Raipur, Chhattisgarh

A fINE JOuRNAL
I am a regular reader of the Congress Sandesh for the 
past so many years and I would like to congratulate 
the Editor, Smt. Girija Vyas, MP for heading such a 
beautiful journal. The journal has improved a lot and 
has become very attractive and informative to its reader. 
I also want to thank and congratulate the Editorial 
team behind it and who are doing a marvelous job. The 
journal has become interesting to read as it contains 
good articles and speeches of the Congress President 
and the Prime Minister apart from state wise news in 
the Stateswatch which informs about the activities of 
the Congress taking place throughout the country. May 
the journal make more progress and once again I thank 
the Congress President with whose vision the Congress 
Sandesh continues to flourish.

Sultan Singh,
Gurgaon.

wE wANT TO lIVE wITh PRIDE 
AND hONOUR

It is now visible that the Congress Party set to lead in 
UP. People of UP have seen the governments of SP, BSP 
and the BJP in the past 22 years. They all did not care for 
the development and progress of the state but were busy 
in the development of their own interest. The schemes 
of the Central government have not been utilized and 
implemented properly in UP. I, being a Muslim, can say 
with surety that after the announcement was made to 
increase jobs for Muslims from 4.5% to 9%, the Muslim 
community will certainly vote for Congress. The BJP 
has always exploited the backward class and poor 
people. We now want to live with pride and honour and 
this is only possible in a Congress government.

Shiraj Anwar
Jalaun, UP

lETTERS TO ThE EDITOR
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This very day six years ago the 
Prime Minister and myself had 

a special opportunity to initiate 
the historic Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGA. This including the Right 
to Information are some of the 
earlier big programmes of the UPA 
government.

The Mahatma Gandhi NREGA was 
started with much expectations.

Since then, we have covered a long 
distance.

Since then through this poor and 
lakhs of women and men from the 
deprived section of the society 
have been able to get employment 
and are making a new future 
for their families. Jobs for farm 
labourers have increased and quite 
understandably this is the best way 

“We have covered a long 
distance... We still have to do a 

lot” : Sonia Gandhi

of eliminating poverty from rural 
areas.

The migration that once happened 
from certain parts of the country 
has come down because people are 
getting employment close to their 
homes.

Construction of permanent Public 
Infrastructures are taking place. 
Work of water conservation has 
increased, work on roads and 
other facilities are taking place and 
much of the land which was not 
fit for agriculture has been made 
fertile for agriculture. Production 
capacity and production – both 
have increased. As you all know that 
by enforcing this law it is the first 
responsibility of the Panchayats, 
because they are the foundation of 

our democracy, thus they are being 
made more strong. I have realized 
one particular thing that the feeling 
of empowerment has increased in 
rural areas. The sense of belonging 
and self – confidence has started 
rising in the landless and deprived 
section.

Today we are celebrating the 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGA but we should not forget 
that we still have to do a lot of 
struggle in this direction. This is 
being implemented properly in 
many parts of our country. But in 
some states which are looked down 
as poor, unfortunately the position 
is very saddening there.

I am happy that we are trying to learn 
lessons based on the experience 

Speech of the National Advisory Council Chairperson at the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA  Mela – 2012 at 
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 2nd February, 2012



 n  5 Congress Sandesh n February 2012 

6Th ANNIVERSARy Of MNREGA

of the past six years. In certain 
districts which are influenced by 
Naxal violence are showing some 
improvement. Since past decade 
ways of improving Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGA are taking place. The time 
has now come to implement them.

We will have to decide that all 
the workers of Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGA get their wages on time. The 
delay in their payments is already 
illegal but this is not acceptable 
to us.

We have to take steps in this 
direction that through this whatever 
work is done, is done in a fool – 
proof and permanently, so that our 
basic economic structure becomes 
strong and which shows its effect 
on the lives of the people. We 
have to think whether we can 
use this constructive possibility 
in improving the cleanliness and 
public health by implementing this 
in rural areas? This will have good 
effect on the health of the people. 
Can’t we utilize this scheme for 
better management of our natural 
resources? This will give us the 
capability to fight against natural 
calamities like floods and drought 
and will also help in bearing the 
affect of the changing weather.

There is no doubt that Mahatma 

Gandhi NREGA is basically is a 
social security against poverty and 
unemployment. But, I feel that we 
can utilize it in the skill development 
of the people, particularly the youth.

One special feature about this 
scheme is that we cannot ignore 
the complaints received in this 
regard of corruption and mis - 
management. Social audit is an 
effective instrument and in some 
states it is being used in fixing 
responsibility. I am happy that CAG 
too will now look into it. Corruption 
in Mahatma Gandhi NREGA is a big 
crime against the poor people of the 
country and extreme injustice to the 
memory of the Father of the Nation, 
specially because this scheme is 
named after him.

With these words I congratulate all 

those people whose contribution 
is being discussed and praised 
today. We have just heard some 
inspiring thoughts which clarifies 
how this historic Act is bringing 
changes in rural life. This also 
indicates their strong determination 
and dedication. Such voices and 
their efforts who are committed 
towards this Scheme, will make it 
more effective and more relevant 
and which will make this one 
more important part of the lives of 
lakhs of the people throughout the 
country.

At the end, I convey my good wishes 
to all of you and hope that the dream 
behind the launch of Mahatma 
Gandhi NREGA will be fulfilled.

Jai Hind! v
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MNREGA – A Historic Journey
Prime Minister’s speech during the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Gurantee Act 

Conference – 2012

As you all know, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Gurantee Act has completed six years. 

I believe by implementing this Act we are covering a 
historic journey.

We give top priority to this Act because we know 
that this can prove effective in giving relief to our 
poor brothers and sisters living in the rural areas. 
Therefore, despite our economic problems we are 
making provision of around Rs 40 thousand crores every 
year for this scheme. The provision for this scheme is 
certainly much more than any other scheme.

In 2010-11, employment was raised under MNREGA 
for five and a half crore families. Jobs were given 
to the value of Rs 25,600 crores. The income of the 
poor people has risen. Side by side this scheme has 
helped in building community assets and has helped 
in encouraging irrigation and farming and makes us 
capable of securing our natural resources.

We want that small farmers and poor families 
particularly get the benefit from this scheme. Therefore, 
we have decided recently that on the land belonging to 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled tribes or BPL people, the 
work of irrigation, horticulture and land development 

work under the MNREGA can be done.

I have been told that under this scheme the underground 
water level has risen in some places and agriculture has 
improved. By providing facilities of land development 
and irrigation under the MNREGA we are helping in 
bringing the second green revolution.

In areas where MNREGA has helped in encouraging 
farming, there people do not depend on MNREGA. In 
the last two years in Rajasthan the demand for job under 
the MNREGA has come down which means that people 
are getting employment in farm labour.

I want to congratulate Shri Jairam Ramesh in starting 
the integrated Action Plan in districts to implement 
MNREGA. By this the employment has risen in these 
districts. The ray of hope has risen in the people of 
these areas. Lately, we have taken a decision that play 
fields for children can also be made under MNREGA.

I believe that the speed of development under the 
MNREGA will increase in these districts and the reasons 
of indulging in violence at times will not happen.

During the past six years we have achieved lot of 
success in the implementation of MNREGA. But we are 
still facing lot of challenges. The biggest worry is this 
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that the labourers get their wages on time. For this the post offices and 
banks in the village of our country have to reach out to the people. Our 
efforts is to see that the labourers get their wages in 15 days. The delay in 
this forces them to take loans on high interest to survive.

Before disbursing the wages to the labourers there are some formalities to 
be completed. This includes unification of muster roll and work at work-
place. We have found that due to shortage of sufficient staff there has been 
delay in completing these work. It is my appeal to the state governments 
to solve this problem.

We have to inform the MNREGA labourers about their rights under this 
Act and what they have to do to get employment. The special feature of 
MNREGA is that if an eligible applicant does not get employment within 15 
days then he is entitled to unemployment cess. States should themselves 
work out easy methods so that maximum number of applications are 
received.

MNREGA can play an important role in the all-round development of 
villages. But for this other schemes of Rural Development have to be in 
close knit with MNREGA. I am happy that now under MNREGA, toilets can 
be built in houses, schools and anganwadis. Recent decision in this regard 
has given impetus to the prevailing total cleanliness campaign throughout 
the country.

We have to work together closely to bring revolution in rural India. The 
development of India in real sense will not take place until the benefits of 
development reaches every village.

We understand that the basic purpose and the potential of MNREGA 
and their benefits have not been fully tapped. This scheme has received 
good response from the people. I feel that the problems that have come 
overground in the implementation of this scheme can be resolved. I have 
been told that the Rural Development Ministry has started analyzing the 
work under the MNREGA Scheme. I believe that if the MNREGA Scheme 
is implemented properly at the grass-root level then this can become a 
model rural development scheme.

I would like to congratulate all those people who have received prizes and 
because of which the benefits of the rural employment scheme has reached 
the common man. Jai Hind! v

Second 
Generation  
Reforms in 
MGNREGA

Union Rural Development 
Minister  Shr i  Ja iram 

Ramesh said, time has come 
for second generation reforms 
in the implementation of 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act, MGNREGA. Addressing 
t h e  s i x t h  M G N R E G A 
SAMMELAN here, he said, 
widespread consultations 
with State Governments and 
various groups has thrown up 
many new ideas and some of 
them will be incorporated in the 
MGNREGA 2.0 by next month 
and added that shortcomings 
in the implementation of the 
Job Scheme will be tackled 
ef fect ive ly.  He  informed 
that Mihir Shah Committee 
assigned to redraft rules and 
guidelines of NREGA will 
submit its report by next 
week. Shri Ramesh said, by 
making work a legal guarantee, 
MGNREGA has empowered 
the destitute and backward 
sections in the rural areas, 
but at the same time admitted 
several shortcomings in its 
implementation and promised 
to rectify the same. He said, 
state specific work allocation 
may become part of the second 
generation reforms as several 
state governments have called 
for non-rigid guidelines and 
changes in the administrative 
mechanisms. v
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Sonia Gandhi 
exhorts voters 

to play an important 
role in the progress 

of Uttar Pradesh
Congress President and UPA 
Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
started her election campaign in 
Uttar Pradesh with rally in Gonda 
on 1st February, 2012. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi started her 
speech  by  reco l lec t ing  the 
contribution of U.P and said “I feel 
h a p p y that  I  got  an 

opportunity to 
meet the people 

o f Ut tar  Pradesh . 
The moment I 
put my feet on 
this land mixed 
feelings come 
to my mind... At 

one hand I am 
proud about 

the state of Uttar Pradesh, but on 
the other side I feel sad to see the 
state of affairs here. I am proud to 
remember the glorious contribution 
of the people of U.P during the 
freedom struggle. I also feel proud 
for the rich contribution by the 
people of this state in the fields of 
Sanskrit, Urdu and Hindi literature. I 
also recollect the wonderful history 
and the cultural tradition of U.P”. 
“But what happened in the past 22 
years? It is natural in democracy 
that governments will come and 
go. But what happened in the state 
of U.P never happened anywhere 
else.  In the past twenty two years 
there had been a lot of change and 
development in the country and the 
world, but UP has been ruined by 
these non-Congress governments” 
she said. 

The Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said that the security and 
honour of the common man is at 
stake in UP. “There are problems all 
around.  All sections of the society 
are in distress and pain. The future 
of the farmers, labourers and poor 
people are in danger. There is 
uncertainty in the state that an order 
might come by which the land of 
farmers might be acquired for the 
wealthy” she added.

”Is there any one to hear their 
voices? No,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and again asked “Why there is no 
one to hear their problems?” and 
quipped “Because the leaders of the 

political parties who were supposed 
to listen were involved in all forms 
of misdeeds for the past 22 years”. 

Referring the axing of ministers by 
the Chief Minister Mayawati, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said “The present 
Chief Minister dismissed 21 of her 
ministers when elections were only 
one month away. She was not able to 
see their corruption in the past five 
years. I want to ask whether taking 
resignations made her government 
clean.”  “Is this not cheating the 
people? Is it not an attempt to cheat 
the people,” she asked.

Referring the non-Congress parties 
the Congress President continued 
“True people behave the same way 
both inside and outside and they 
do not change their face again and 
again. But the parties BJP, BSP and 
SP are not falling in this category. 
All these parties are same, changing 
colours frequently”.

Recalling the various coalition 
governments in the state, she said 
that all the non-Congress parties 
have joined hands for opportunism. 
“You must remember the BJP-BSP 
alliance in U.P in which they shared 
the Chief Ministership six-monthly. 
These parties were not having 
the capability to run a state for 
more than six months. One thing 
is clear. They were not running the 
Government for the welfare of the 
people but only to protect their own 
selfish interests. 

 They have done nothing for the 
state during their governments, 
they have, however, filled their 
own pockets”, argued Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi. “The state has seen other 
opportunistic political alliances 
also. But one thing is clear that 
parties with pure intentions will 
never indulge in such activities”, 
she added.

”I can bet that if there is any political 
party which has never compromised 
with those dividing society, it is 

POll CAMPAIGN
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the Congress party. It is only the 
Congress party for which the entire 
society and all sections are equal. 
It is only the Congress which is 
committed for communal and 
religious harmony. Congress has 
delivered what it promises. The 
Congress-led UPA Government 
at the Centre also fulfilled the 
promises made in the election 
manifesto” claimed the Congress 
President.

Referring various welfare scheme 
of the UPA Government Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi continued “The UPA framed 
policies like Jawahar Lal Nehru 
National Urban Renewal Mission 
to ensure house, water and roads, 
National Rural Health Mission to 
provide adequate health facilities 
for the poor, Sarva Siksha Abhiyan 
to ensure that every children in 
the age group of 6 to 14 get proper 
education, Mid-day meal scheme 
to ensure food to every children 
in the schools and Rajiv Gandhi 
Electrification Scheme to provide 
electricity at every place. Now we 
are ready with the food Security 
Bill to make sure that no one in the 
country lives in hunger. But what is 
happening? The opposition is trying 
to block the policy and is spreading 
baseless allegations”.

”They do not understand the 
difficulties of the poor. They do 
not realize the requirements of 
the people of U.P, the farmers and 
labourers. They are not bothered 
about the pathetic condition of 
the industries. But we do” said the 
UPA Chairperson. “We understood 
the difficulties of the farmers. We 
helped them as well as labourers. 
We worked for the upliftment of the 
backward people and empowerment 
of women. But here in U.P other 
political parties are busy in selling 
out the treasures of the state to their 
own people for cheaper prices. They 
cheated the poor farmers in the 
case of supply of fertilizers even. 
All these wrong-doings are not 

because of any shortage of money. 
The UPA Government had sent one 
lakh crore to the state of U.P. This 
is not a small amount”, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi informed. “So my brothers 
and sisters, if you elect a Congress 
Government in U.P that Government 
will belong to the entire people of 
Uttar Pradesh. I assure that if voted 
to power in Uttar Pradesh we will 
form a government which is of aam 
aadmi, farmers, women, minorities 
and youth and will be a transparent 
one. I assure more jobs for the 
youth, facilities for farmers, benefits 
for women and backwards and will 
strive for a green revolution”, she 
urged.

Sonia Gandhi: Congress is 
fighting elections to bring 
back the pride of Uttar 
Pradesh 
Congress President and UPA 
Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
started the campaign for the second 
phase of election in Uttar Pradesh 
with rally in historic Allahabad on 
8th February, 2012. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi said “Was it 
possible to write the history of our 
freedom struggle without naming 
Allahabad? Is it possible to pen the 
history of Congress party without 
mentioning Allahabad? and quipped 
“definitely not.” 

“The same Congress party has been 
the voice of the people of this country 
since the freedom struggle. This 
is the same Congress party which 
was blessed with the legendary 
leadership of Shri Moti Lal Nehru 
Ji, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru Ji, Shri 
Lal Bahadur Sashtri Ji, Smt. Indira Ji 
and Shri Rajiv Gandhi Ji”, she added. 

“This is not only  the sacred place 
of confluence of Ganga, Yamuna 
and Saraswati but also the place 
of intersection of the rich tradition 
and culture of the country where 
there was no place for selfishness or 
dishonesty. There existed the flames 
for sacrifice and devotion inside the 
people of this historic place and 

they used to show light to the entire 
country” she said. 

Expressing her concern over the 
present state of affairs in Uttar 
Pradesh Smt. Sonia Gandhi said 
“Now just see the difference between 
the old and new Allahabad and 
the difference between erstwhile 
Uttar Pradesh and the present Uttar 
Pradesh”. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi then reminded the 
people “This is your responsibility. 
This is the occasion to take a proper 
decision. Election is to decide your 
future. The world changes in five 
years. The future starts changing in 
five years. Now you will have to script 
the future of Uttar Pradesh. This 
election is not a simple one.  For the 
past few years you have witnessed a 
long period of corruption, dishonesty 
and injustice because of the dubious 
intention of the parties who ruled the 
state for the past few years. These 
parties blame each other during 
elections just to secure your votes, 
but later join hands for their selfish 
interests.”  

“Now I feel that the people have 
started realising the truth.  Their 
pain has crossed the limit. There is 
rampant corruption all around. Can 
you do anything here without paying 
bribe? Is anyone here to listen to the 
poor and aggrieved?” she asked and 
commented “Definitely not”. 
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“Every where you can see cheating, 
corruption injustice and atrocities.  If 
any one comes with any complaint, 
he will be harassed.  The funds for 
development go to the pockets of 
private parties. Nobody knows where 
the lakhs of crores of rupees sent by 
the UPA Government for the welfare 
and development of the state went.  
There were corruption even in the 
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA scheme 
which was named after the great 
Mahatma Gandhi, the apostle of 
honesty and non-violence” wondered 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi.  

“That is why I am telling you that the 
pain is so deep” she said and added 
“Now a fire has been broken out and 
no one can stand its flames ignited 
by the pain of the people. The tide of 
change has started to flow and it will 
definitely meet its goal of rebuilding 
the state of Uttar Pradesh”. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi then informed 
“Congress is fighting elections to 
take Uttar Pradesh to the heights of 
progress and development. We are 
fighting elections to bring back the 
pride of Uttar Pradesh.  We deliver 
what we promise. We have been 
fulfilling the promises made in our 
election manifesto.”  

No coalition governments had made 
polices like the revolutionary policies 
and schemes framed by the UPA 
Government. Under the leadership 
of Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji, our 
Government designed the biggest 
employment scheme to guarantee 
100 days of job for every poor at 
a daily wage of Rs. 120. The UPA 
also framed policies like Jawahar 
Lal Nehru National Urban Renewal 
Mission to ensure house, water, 
education and roads, National Rural 
Health Mission to provide adequate 
health facilities for the poor, Sarva 
Siksha Abhiyan to ensure that every 
children in the age group of 6 to 14 
get proper education free of cost, 
Mid-day meal scheme to ensure food 
to every children in the schools and 
Rajiv Gandhi Electrification Scheme 
to provide electricity at every place. 

Now we are ready with the food 
Security Bill to make sure that no one 
in the country lives in hunger. But 
what is happening? The opposition 
is trying to block the policy and is 
spreading baseless allegations” said 
the Congress President. 

Referring the successive election 
victory for UPA in 2009, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said, “Please tell me. What is 
wrong if people gave a mandate again 
(in 2009) to UPA appreciating its good 
performance? We got tremendous 
support from Uttar Pradesh too. 
But the opposition is frustrated and 
they try to create hurdles inside 
Parliament and indulge in false 
propaganda. These parties are again 
trying to play the dirty game of caste 
and communal politics but we will 
never allow that”.  

“Uttar Pradesh is facing acute 
shortage of water and electricity, both 
rural and urban areas are suffering 
from lack of basic infrastructure, 
there are no proper facilities for 
education, employment and health 
and the atrocities against women 
has been increasing. Now this is the 
time to free this noble state from 
this pathetic state of affairs,” she 
cautioned. 

 Referring the Congress manifesto 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi said, “We have 
detailed all our plans and programmes 
in our election manifesto. We have 
to build a strong and healthy Uttar 
Pradesh. We have to develop the 
state. We need to boost agriculture, 
generate jobs for the youth, open 
more institutions for education and 
health facilities and thus we will have 
to ensure the overall progress in the 
state” she said and assured, “Only 
Congress can do it”.  

Explaining the commitment of her 
party, Smt. Sonia Gandhi continued 
“Congress has fought for the country 
and the society. It has fought for 
the poor and weaker section of the 
people and for the development 
of farmers and workers. We have 
worked for empowering the women 
and upliftment of the downtrodden.  

The Congress has been fighting to 
make the dreams of the youth a 
reality. And many of our great leaders 
have sacrificed their lives for the 
Nation”.  

Exuding confidence among the 
people Smt. Sonia Gandhi concluded 
“We will never step back.  We just 
need your affection and support. I 
am confident that you will repose 
faith in Congress, keeping it mind 
the seriousness of the state of affairs 
in the state and elect Congress 
candidates with thumping majority. 
I promise that Congress will never 
betray your trust”. 

Sonia Gandhi campaigns in 
Raebareli 
For the first time in the campaigning 
for the ongoing UP assembly polls, 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi 
on 14th February, 2012 attended an 
election meeting at Raebareli. 

”Thank you very much for the warm 
welcome extended to me. My relation 
with Raebareli is known to the entire 
world. I can confidently say that 
this region has always stood with 
me and I also have tried my level 
best to support you from the core 
of my heart. I have now come to 
you at a crucial time of elections” 
she said, starting her address.  
”During elections those people, who 
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never bothered about your worries 
and problems in the past five years, 
also approach you for your support. 
I feel sad to see the pathetic state of 
affairs in Uttar Pradesh. The parties 
which ruled the state for more than 
two decades destroyed the entire 
state. The state of Uttar Pradesh was 
not like this when Congress was in 
power. Nobody had imagined this 
sacred place of legendary Pandit 
Jawar Lal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi will 
witness such deteriorated conditions 
like we see now,” she said.

Referring to the UPA Government’s 
policies, the Congress President 
continued, “The Government at the 
Centre made policies and schemes 
for the welfare of the people and also 
sent huge amount of funds to every 
state without any discrimination. 
In fact, it extended larger help 
to the states like Uttar Pradesh 
considering its backwardness. We 
want all people across the country 
to be a part of development. We 
want to bring in positive changes in 
the lives of my brothers and sisters”. 
She said that the Centre made a 
n u m b e r  o f  s c h e m e s  f o r  t h e 
development of U.P and sent more 
than one lakh crore to the state 
under various schemes. “The Centre 
had sent Rs. 20,000 crore to UP 
under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA 
policy which guarantees jobs to the 
poor, Rs. 9000 crore was sent under 
NRHM to ensure proper treatment 
and medicine for the poor, more 
than Rs. 23000 crores was sent under 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and Rs. 8000 
crore for Pradhanmantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana.”

”But where all these funds have 
vanished? She asked, “No doubt, all 
these funds were swindled out in 
corruption and scams. These parties 
have cheated the entire brothers and 
sisters in the state. They overlooked 
the interests of the people”. 

The Congress President was also 
critical of the state government for 
obstructing the implementation of the 

Centre’s schemes 
and ef for ts  to 
d e v e l o p  t h e 
state, particularly 
R a e b a r e l i  a n d 
Amethi.

” T h e r e  w a s  a 
deliberate attempt 
to discriminate 
against Raebareli. 
They obstructed 
every proposal 
by the Central 
Government for 
the benefit of this area. I can give 
you a number of examples to prove 
this. The Central Government was 
planning to bring a hospital like AIIMS 
with all modern amenities at Lalganj 
but the state Government refused to 
provide the land for it. Similarly we 
had approved Rs. 240 crore for the 
drainage and sewerage in Raebareli, 
Rs. 170 crore for drinking water 
scheme and had made a proposal 
of Rs. 64 crore for the roads. But, 
the state Government did not take 
up the matter with the Centre. The 
state Government authorities denied 
permission to conduct an army 
recruitment camp in Raebareli. I want 
to ask you whether the youth in our 
Amethi and Raebareli have no right 
for jobs. Is there any fault with them?”  
She asked.

”We repaired and cleaned the water 
canals in the region to help the 
farmers but the state Government did 
nothing to make the water available. 
We therefore granted the status 
of national project to the Sharda 
Sahayak Nahar,” she informed.

“There is no shortage of fertilizers 
at the Centre. But the system of its 
distribution is not proper in U.P and 
the farmers are not able to get the 
adequate fertilizers. Though we had 
increased the procurement prices to 
help the farmers, they could not avail 
of the benefits because of the wrong 
policies of the state government. 
To ensure electricity to everybody 
under Rajiv Gandhi Electrification 
Scheme, the poles were erected and 

wiring was done by the Centre but 
the transformer was not installed 
by the state Government. There 
are many such policies which were 
obstructed by the state government. 
Despite all this, we constructed the 
bridge over Ganga, brought a Railway 
Factory in Raebareli and also started 
institutions like NIFT to provide 
technical education to the youth and 
to make them self reliant,” said Sonia 
Gandhi.

The Congress President said that her 
party has always been committed 
to work for the entire section of 
the people. “We will continue this 
principle, come whatever may. But 
here in Uttar Pradesh it is a matter of 
regret that all ideals and principles 
are at risk where a phase of petty 
interest, corruption and politics of 
opportunism has been launched in 
the name of caste and religion,” she 
added.

Reminding the people about the earlier 
alliances in the state, Sonia Gandhi 
said, “All the parties - BJP, SP or the 
BSP - have joined hands for power 
time and again and have together 
ruined the state. None of these parties 
are concerned for the development. 
No one is bothered about the pain and 
difficulties of the poor. There can be 
no hope of development in the entire 
state including Rae Bareli from these 
parties”.

”What we require for the happiness 
of the people and the development 
of the state is hard work, devotion, 
commitment and determination,” she 
asserted. 
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Soniaji appeals for a 
change in UP

Unnao: UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi addressed the people of 
Unnao at the Chamrauli Ashram on 
8th February, 2012 and said that we 
have to bring change in Uttar Pradesh. 
The youth of Uttar Pradesh too like 
other youths of the country have 
the right to progress. This election 
was no ordinary election and every 
youth of this state feels how they 
have been continuously cheated for 
the past 22 years. Earlier, the politics 
of UP was not like this. Governments 
of different parties came one after 
another and instead of taking them 
towards progress, they dumped them 
in the dustbin. Where is the security 
for the women from weaker sections, 
where are the facilities for the men 
who have been deprived, here there 
is corruption at every step. Do the 
farmers get fertilizer at the right time? 
Does the government machinery 
work in a proper way? Are the youth 
getting employment, “No”. are the 
sick getting proper treatment, “No”. 
What the state governments have 
been doing here? “No” Then what 
does the state government do? I feel 
saddened to see this state of UP. Once 
this UP was the pride of the nation. 
The state of UP now is quite different. 

What is lacking here 
in Uttar Pradesh? 
There is no dearth 
of dedication and 
hard work. Despite 
this the state is 
backward. You can 
see for yourself here 
in Unnao, now who 
will not feel pride 
in this land of great 
freedom fighters 
and intellectuals.

S t a t i n g  t h e 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g 
condition of food, 
power, education, 
employment, which 
have not improved 

and whatever decision have been 
taken look one – sided. The Central 
Government had waived off the loans 
of the farmers and now the Centre 
has given a loan of Rs 6,000 crorers 
to our weavers of UP to save them 
from further embarrassment which 
you can all see for yourself. Only 
those governments are praised who 
are sensitive towards the problems of 
their people. But what is happening 
here is just the opposite for the past 
some time.

On the one side our government at 
the Centre has started schemes like 
MNREGA in most of the villages of 
the country and which gurantees 
hundred days of employments to 
the poor rural people. You must be 
aware that for the implementation 
of this Scheme, the Centre had given 
Rs 20,000 crores. Who will give the 
details about it? You all have to take 
account of this from your government. 
In totality, the Centre has given more 
than one lakh crore rupees to the 
state of UP. We had made provision 
for public – interest schemes like the 
Rajiv Gandhi Electrification, Sarva 
Siksha Abhiyan, Mid – Day Meals. 
We have also formed on Act by which 
no one in the country sleeps empty – 

stomach. For this we have enacted 
Food Security Bill.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi said “she could 
understand the feelings in their 
hearts to bring change in the state 
government. You want to be relieved 
from such a government? I want to 
make you realise that the BJP, BSP 
and SP are all same and there is 
no difference between them. They 
had made an agreement among 
themselves to share the seats and are 
taking the state towards destruction. 
We have to bring change in UP, we 
want good administration, we want 
security of our rights so that the 
villages and our cities make progress 
equally.”

Others who addressed the rally 
were AICC General Secretary, Shir 
Digvijay Singh who is also incharge 
of UP, Shri Rajiv Shukla, MP, and Smt. 
Anu Tandon, MP, who appealed to 
support the Congress in the present 
elections. v
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Mayawati, not Centre,  
behind UP’s ills

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in his election 
campaign in the ongoing Uttar Pradesh Assembly 

polls by launching a frontal attack on the Bahujan 
Samaj Party Government for not cooperating with the 
Congress-led UPA government in its efforts to bring the 
State back on the path of development and progress. 

Dr. Singh said: “The allocation of Central funds to the 
State was five and six times more than that given earlier 
and despite the State government’s non-cooperation 
there has been no lacking in the Centre’s efforts to make 
Uttar Pradesh progress.” 

The Pr ime Minister 
blamed the non-Congress 
governments for the 
State’s backwardness 
in the last 22 years 
and accused them of 
misgovernance  and 
overlooking the common 
man’s problems. He was 
particularly severe in 
his condemnation of the 
Mayawati government. 

Development mantra 

R e a d i n g  o u t  t h e 
development mantra 
and seeking votes for 
the party candidates in 
the name of Amethi MP 
Rahul Gandhi, and urging 
voters to strengthen the 
hands of UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi, the Prime 
Minister said Uttar Pradesh could progress only when 
there was a Congress government at the helm. 

Dr. Singh said Rs.9,500 crore was allotted to the State 
under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), 
Rs.24,000 crore for building highways and roads and 
Rs.1,685 crore for the rail coach factory in Rae Bareli 
and a special Rs. 1,700-crore package for Bundelkhand. 

Regretting that the Bundelkhand package had not been 
properly implemented, the Prime Minister said he had 
received reports of irregularities in the implementation 

of the package meant to provide drinking water, 
irrigation facilities to the farmers and improving the 
dairy sector. “The fertilizer crisis was the outcome of the 
bad system of deliverance of the State government.” He 
accused the BSP government of misusing the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. 

“Benefits not reaching people”
Addressing his first election meeting in the State at 
Moti Jheel, the Prime Minister said the benefits of 
the Central schemes had not accrued to the people 
even as he repeatedly charged the BSP government 

with non-cooperation 
and  corrupt ion .  He 
mentioned the measures 
t a k e n  b y  t h e  U PA 
government to improve 
the  soc io -economic 
conditions of the weaker 
sections, particularly, the 
minorities, Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and women. 

Dr. Singh said that in 
the last 22 years, Uttar 
Pradesh had become 
“ a  v e r y  b a c k w a r d 
State.” “Kanpur, which 
w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e 
Manchester of India was 
today in the throes of 
industrial sickness with 
its industrial units were 

lying closed. Joblessness has increased in the State, the 
condition of roads, availability of drinking water and 
power supply position is pathetic, the education level 
has slipped and the law and order situation is bad.” 

“Change the situation” 
The Prime Minister stressed on the need to change the 
situation, which could be possible by working “above 
caste lines” for “creating jobs and improving health and 
education facilities.” 

Elections in Kanpur district will be held on 23rd 
February.  v

Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh
“The allocation of central funds given to the State about six times more than earlier”
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Time to break free: Rahul

Congress General Secretary, Shri  
Rahul Gandhi on 2nd February, 

2013  recalled history and asked the 
people here to oust the Mayawati 
Government in Uttar Pradesh the 
way they had once freed the country 
from the yoke of British rule.

“It is time for you to break free. 
Untie your hands which have been 
tied by successive governments in 
Uttar Pradesh. Vote for us for the 
sake of your own development. With 
your power, you ousted the British, 
throw them out also,” Mr. Gandhi said 
while addressing a big public rally at 
Ramlila Ground here.

“The time has come to show the same 
courage and put your weight behind 
Congress-RLD combine,” he said.

Selling the plank of change, the 
Nehru-Gandhi family scion said he 
did not believe in making a slew 
of promises. “I will make only one 
promise. We will change the face of 
this State. We will bring development 
to the farm sector the way we did in 
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Kerala 
etc,” he said.

He said: “You alone have the power 
to change your destiny. You threw 
out the British. Now is the time to 
oust the current government in UP 
and elect the Congress-RLD combine. 
We promise we will change the face 
of this State.”

“You gave them 22 years, give me 
five years and nothing else... The 
Congress-RLD government will be 
the common man’s government, that 
of the poor, the backwards, farmers 
and the labourers. Whatever we do, 
we will do for farmers, the poor and 
labourers,” he said.

Hitting back at Mayawati for making 
fun of his visits to villages in UP, he 

said: “If meeting farmers, eating food 
with them and drinking water in 
their homes, if holding the hands of 
the labourers and the poor is drama, 
then what is eating away funds 
for MNREGA...? When the magic 
elephant eats money, is it not naatak 
(drama)?”

AMBEDKAR NAGAR 

Rahul Gandhi:  I  want the 
mosquitoes to bite me like they 
bite you in order to understand 
your pain 

Rahulji said that he goes to villages 
and mingles with the people to 
personally experience the difficulties 
being faced by them. “I want the 
mosquitoes to bite me like they bite 
you” he said.   

Questioning Samajwadi Party’s 
promises in its election manifesto 
Rahul Gandhi said, “Now Mulayam 
singh Ji promises free electricity. 
But is there any production house 
here for power generation?” and 
argued that such a promise is a false 
one. Further referring the promise 
of reservation for minority, the 
Congress General Secretary said 
“Mulayam Singh Ji was silent when 

we first talked about reservation. But 
when we decided to grant reservation 
for the minorities, he immediately 
commented that the percentage 
was inadequate. He was the Chief 
Minister in U.P thrice. Why did he not 
take any steps for reservation then? 
Without doing anything when he 
was in power, he now promises 18% 
reservation. But the Supreme Court 
had ordered that 18% reservation is 
not permissible. So what is the basis 
of his promise? In fact he is lying”. 

Interacting with the women audience 
he said “I want to remind my sisters 
here that he may again give you more 
promises. They may promise that 
they would help Bunkars and the 
people of Bundelkhand. If you ask 
them paint the blue sky with yellow, 
they would even agree for that”. 

“I will not make hollow promises, 
but will promise you only one thing, 
a government of aam aadmi, like 
we did it at the Centre” he added 
stressing that he would not budge till 
the state’s progress is in place.  

Referring 2004 Parliament elections 
Rahul Gandhi reminded “During 
the campaign for the Lok Sabha 
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elections in 2004 while other parties 
made a number of hollow promises 
Congress had only promised a 
government of aam aadmi that works 
for poor, farmers, minorities, dalits 
and adivasis and we delivered it”.  

“But BJP and NDA brought out a 
slogan in English ‘India Shining. 
When asked about the origin of 
the slogan their senior leader said 
that they picked it from a television 
advertisement. They were in power 
for five years. But they did not go to 
people, talked to them or enquired 
about their problems, they did not 
ask the women about their issues, 

still believed blindly that India was 
shining.” 

“I am reminding you the 2004 slogan 
because, I want to prove that the 
today’s leaders do not go to people 
or interact with them,” said the 
Congress General Secretary.  

“What did we do? We came to you 
and asked about your difficulties. 
You had told us that there are no 
sufficient jobs available in the 
villages. The people are forced to 
migrate to big cities for jobs. So the 
first thing we did was to implement 
MNREGA, the biggest employment 
guarantee scheme, to guarantee jobs 
for all,” said Rahul Gandhi on UPA’s 
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA policy.  

“Then we went to the farmers and 

asked about their problems. They 
told us that the doors of the banks 
are closed for them and many of 
them are being burdened with huge 
loans. The Centre took necessary 
measures to open the doors of the 
banks for the farmers and also 
framed a policy to waive off loan of 
the poor farmers worth Rs. 60000 
crore. This was the biggest ever 
loan-waive off scheme,” informed 
Rahul Gandhi.  

“When we were planning these 
polices what other parties – SP, BSP 
and BJP – were doing? Mayawati 
Ji said that there is no need of 

MNREGA in U.P. The BJP asked us 
from where we will have the money 
for the schemes”, he informed. 

“Why do they behave like this? 
They do not come to you. You daily 
put in your hard work and develop 
the country. But nobody listens to 
you. But I am here to listen to your 
grievances. I know that the entire 
country is progressing because of 
your hard work,” asserted Rahul 
Gandhi. 

Addressing the largely attended 
women audience he said  “I want 
all of you to take part in the process 
of development and I will not leave 
this place till I assure the same”. 
Referring to his visits to villages 

Rahul Gandhi added “I do go to the 
people and talk to them because I 
want to know more from them. I 
think I should increase my visits to 
spend more time with you”. 

“Mayawati Ji feels that all is fine in 
Uttar Pradesh, because she does 
not know your problems. Did she 
come to you even once in the past 
five years? Did she ever take pain to 
visit your villages? But I come to you 
and I will continue to do so” said the 
Congress General Secretary. 

“I feel angry that you trusted 
these parties, but they forgot you 
completely. Mayawati Ji became 

Chief Minister and forgot you. Same 
is the case with Mulayam Singh 
Yadav too”, he commented. 

“I talk to every section of the people. 
I interact with farmers and labourers. 
I know that these people work hard, 
many a time with empty stomach. 
Most of them are not able to earn 
their daily bread. But your leaders 
do not realize this”, added Rahul 
Gandhi. “Now we are ready with 
the food security bill by which every 
pure is assured of 35kg of food grain. 
We earnestly wish that no one in our 
country lives in hunger,” informed 
Rahul Gandhi. He also reminded 
the PDS scam under when Mulayam 
Singh Yadav’s rule in U.P. 

“SP talks a lot about minorities. But 
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when Rasheed Masood raised this 
issue of reservation for minorities 
he was expelled” said Rahul Gandhi 
referring the expelled former SP 
leader Rasheed Masood who joined 
Congress. 

On Bunkars relief package he said 
“Bunkars in U.P had approached 
me. They pleaded for assistance as 
they face a lot of difficulties. They 
informed that they had approached 
both SP and BSP but no one listened 
to them. They also shared that 
they are not able to secure loan 
from anywhere. We took them to 
the Prime Minister and the Centre 
approved a relief package for the 
Bunkars. We introduced a Bunkar 
credit card and also helped them to 
get loan upto two lac rupees”. 

He then added “We had not made any 
promise to the Bunkars that I would 
help them. But when they came to 
me and conveyed their difficulties, 
we helped them. We will do whatever 
we can do for all sections of the 
society.  Where was Mayawati Ji or 
Mulayam Ji when poor Bunkars were 
crying for help?” 

“Nothing is going to happen by just 
giving hollow promises,” said Rahul 
Gandhi and added “I am here to bring 
in positive changes in Uttar Pradesh. 
Elections will come and go, but I 
will remain here to hold your hands 
and support you to work for the 
development of the state”. 

“You changed Andhra Pradesh 
and Delhi. Now change U.P too” 
he urged. “In U.P the successive 
governments cared for only 10% of 
the people and the rest 90% were 
ignored. What did the minorities, 
backward classes get in the past 22 
years?” asked Rahul Gandhi. 

 “We should now put an end to this 
bad state of affairs in U.P. So please 
stand up and change U.P. You have 
a government of aam aadmi at 
the Centre. Let us have a similar 

Government in Uttar Pradesh 
too. We need a government 

that  works  for 
a l l  c a s t e , 

religion, 
a a m 

a a d m i , 
p o o r , 
m i n o r i t i e s , 
dalits and adivasis 
and only Congress can 
provide it. The moment you have 
a Congress Government in Uttar 
Pradesh, you will start witnessing 
developments again. Support 
Congress and elect our candidates,” 
urged Rahul Gandhi.  

“I am thankful for the warm 
love and affection extended to 
me. I believe that our country 
cannot develop if there is a single 
person living in poverty. Till the 
poverty is eradicated completely 
from this country, I will stand by 
you,” announced Rahul Gandhi 
concluding his speech.  

Rahul Gandhi: My fight is not for 
any post, but to take the voice of 
people to the Government 

All India Congress Committee 
(AICC) General Secretary Rahul 
Gandhi while addressing an election 
rally at Bhadohi on 7th February, 
2012 as part of his ongoing campaign 
for the upcoming Uttar Pradesh 
assembly elections said that his 
fight is not for any post but to 
take the voice of the people to the 
Government.

Striking an emotional chord with the 
people Rahul Gandhi said, “You have 
the knowledge. I studied in America 
and I did my Masters from England. 
But even the professors in 
America could not give me the 
knowledge that I gathered 
in the past seven years 
from the people of 
Bundelkhand” and the 
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crowd acknowledged it with cheers.  
”I hear both officials and aam 
aadmi. There is a huge difference. 
I understand that there is truth in 
your words. Even the bureaucrats do 
not possess the knowledge that you 
have. That is what I learnt during the 
past seven years” he added.

“Is there any fault with the people 
of U.P?” he asked again. “Who 
developed this country? Not me, 
Manmohan Singh Ji or Sonia Ji. 
It was you who did it. Just see 
the dilapidated roads here. It is 
your money being wasted. The 
money meant for the roads and 
other facilities are of the people. 
It is the toiling masses who bring 
development. Rahul Gandhi does not 
work in the fields. It is the laboureres 
who put in their hard work with 
empty stomach” informed Rahul 
Gandhi. 

”You have the strength. Only you can 
bring in changes, not the leaders. The 
difference between the Congress 
and Mulayam Ji, Mayawati Ji and 
BJP is that Congress never gives 
hollow promises. We do not give 
promises like free electricity. We 
never promise that we will appoint 
teachers in all schools within two 
days. Nothing is going to happen in 
just two days. For the past 22 years 
U.P has been slipping down” he said.

Then Rahul Gandhi reminded “Please 
do not support Rahul Gandhi if you 
expect that changes will happen 
just in two days. I cannot change 
anything in two days”.

Once again striking an emotional 
chord with the audience Rahul 
Gandhi said “I want to say just one 
thing. I have nothing except your 
trust. I will never forget this even if 
I get 200, 400 or 2 seats. You reposed 
your faith in me and I will not leave 
you”.

Then  he  re fer red  h is  Press 
Conference at Varanasi and said 

“during the Press Conference, I was 
asked whether I want to become the 
Prime minister or not. Many people 
and some political leaders also 
ask me the same question. For me 
politics is not for securing any post. 
That is what I learnt in the past seven 
years. Politics for me is to go to the 
villages, listen to them, sit with them, 
hold their hands, enquire about their 
difficulties and take up their issues”.

“Post becomes a wall sometimes 
(kabhee kabhee post deeware ban 
jaathe hei)” he said. “Kanshi Ram 
Ji was doing well in the beginning. 
Mayawati Ji and Mulayam Singh Ji 
also were performing well at the start 
of their political career. But after 
becoming Chief Minister Mayawati Ji 
built a 40 ft wall around her house,” 
said Rahul Gandhi sarcastically. 
“Both these schemes were in fact the 
result of the thought of the people. 
Now we are going to give you right 
to food. This too is your concept”. 
Till the leaders of your state listen to 
the voice of the people and take up 
those matters with the Government, 
the state cannot progress,” argued 
the Congress General Secretary. 
”I am sure that Uttar Pradesh will 
transform. The youth in this state will 
bring about changes” he asserted. 

Rahul Gandhi: People of U.P 
want their  U.P back,  not 
promises 

“The people of Uttar Pradesh (UP) do 
not want promises, they want their 
UP back”, General Secretary Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said while addressing 
an election rally at Pratapgarh on 
13th February, 2012.  

“Mulayam Singh Ji now promises 
that he would convert Bundelkhand 
to Israel .  But  the people  of 
Bundelkhand do not want Israel, 
they want their Bundelkhand back. 
The people of U.P want their U.P 
back, not hollow promises. He 
promises free electricity. But when 
he was in power, I remember, there 

was no proper electricity. People 
used to get free hefty electricity bills, 
not electricity,” said Rahul Gandhi.

Speaking about MNREGA he said 
“your Chief Minister Mayawati Ji 
says that this is a drama of Congress. 
Thousands of crores of rupees were 
sent to U.P under this scheme, but 
she calls it a drama. Mulayam Singh 
Ji also did not implement MNREGA 
when he was in power. But he now 
promises unemployment allowance. 
There would have been no need 
to give unemployment allowance, 
had he properly implemented this 
employment guarantee scheme,” 
said Rahul Gandhi. 

“When we again come to you, the 
poor farmers told us that the doors 
of the banks are open only for the 
rich people. They also informed 
us about the huge burden of debts. 
The Central Government, therefore, 
made a policy for waiving off loan 
worth Rs. 60000 crores for them and 
also opened the doors of the banks,” 
informed the Congress General 
Secretary. 

“We continue to go to the people. The 
toiling masses who put in their hard 
work for developing our country told 
us that they do not have sufficient 
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Rahul Gandhi’s  Press Conference
on 6th February, 2012 at Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

As I have already said elections come and go but 
in the last few months I have probably learnt as 

much as I have learnt during the last seven years… 
I learnt what it means to be completely convinced 
about something, what it means to be passionate 
believer in an idea. For me, this is no longer an 
election and frankly I don’t care about the what is 
the result of this election will be... for me now this is 
a cause…  and the cause is changing the fate of the 
people in this state… it makes no difference what 
is the outcome when the results of the election is 
declared the next month...  As I have been saying 
in my speeches what has being going on in Uttar 
Pradesh for the last 22 years is a crime… nothing 
less than that… I think that needs to be corrected… 

as a young Indian and as a person from this state I 
think it is our collective duty, particularly the young 
people of this state, to not accept this anymore…to 
not accept the misrule that has been going on here… 
and not to accept the types of games that are being 
played with the life of the people here… 

I realize the power of the people of this state… I 
have realized the sheer energy and power of the 
youngsters of the state… and I have realized that this 
state can quickly stand up on its own feet… all that 
is lacking is the faith of the people in the leadership 
of the state… if the leadership of the state believed 
in the people of this state they would not have acted 
the way they act… 

Regarding his mission 2012:

Mission 2012 is your line, not mine…my mission is 
changing the state of Uttar Pradesh… the mission 
of bringing in development in Uttar Pradesh…the 
mission of ensuring a progressive Uttar Pradesh… 
this is elections 2012...elections will come again 
also...I do repeat in all my speeches… I am not going 
to leave from this state... till the time Uttar Pradesh 
stands on its own feet you will find Rahul Gandhi in 
the villages and slums… 

On Congress’ performance Do you think that I 
concede defeat? I concede victory… 

I want to assure that Congress will get a solid result 
in this election... you will see... the people of UP 

are looking towards Congress...they are deeply 
observing and they understand our messages... 
wherever I go people do complain that for the past 
22 years successive governments befooled them… 
every common man tell me so... I want to tell you 
that whether we get 200, 400 or 2 seats till the state 
of Uttar Pradesh stands up, till the people of Uttar 
Pradesh get the due respect, till the farmers and 
labourers get their honour my mission will not be 
complete… 

How will you change… if Congress does not 
have the majority…

I have said during my meetings that we have come 
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here not to form alliance with any political parties... 
we are here to change UP… Our strategy will be very 
simple... our alliance will be with the people of UP 
and the poor in the state and not with anybody else… 
as far as development is concerned there are two 
ways to look at it... one you can see it in a detailed 
manner... there is no point in going to the details as 
it is time consuming… but I will give you a broad 
idea... we will include people from every section 
of the society for development… for development 
we have to listen to their … for development we 
will have to realize the difficulties of the people... 
a Congress Government will go to the people,  will 
ensure that the money meant for the people reaches 
them, will listen to the people, will include the 
people in the process of development and will fight 
for them... this is our principle... if you apply this 
principle, development programmes also can be 
made accordingly... when we fought elections in 2004 
and 2009, we had not made 50-60 promises... we just 
talked about aam aadmi, that our government will be 
of aam aadmi... and when we formed the government 
following our principle we made the schemes such 
as MGNREGA, Right to food, Right to information, 
Right to education etc… we never told you that 
MGNREGA will be for a particular caste or religion... 
we told you that it is for the entire country… because 
we know that if we want to develop this country we 
will have take every person, every caste, religion, 
region and state along with us…  

The biggest problem in the state is that the honour 
of the people is at stake... here the government and 
the leaders do not respect the voice of the people... 
we run a government at the Centre and we do respect 
the voice of the people... we go the people and listen 
to them... the MGNREGA is not our concept but the 
concept of the people in this country... the concept 
of waiving loans of the farmers is the concept of the 
farmers... we just listened to them and implemented 
program accordingly...  same is the case with 
Bunkars’ package or any other policies made by us… 
but here for the past 22 years the government formed 
represented just 10% of the people... sometimes 
thieves and sometimes goondas... nobody is there 
to listen to aam aadmi... please go to any village and 
ask whether any one from the government came to 
them... they will say that no representative of the 
government visited them... there is no shortage of 
strength to bring about changes... if any state or 
region is not progressing it is only because that the 
strength of the people are not being used properly...   

On corruption and Lokpal…

Let me explain this corruption issue... I stood in 
Parliament house... the Congress party took a Bill that 
was going to revolutionize the fight against corruption, 
it was called the Constitutional Lokpal... we said the 
Election Commission is an independent body… it is 
evident that it is fair body... it has shown that it can 
run large scale operation in a state... there is beauty in 
the design of the Election Commission... let us make a 
Lokpal Bill along the same principles... let us a make 
a Lokpal Bill that allows independence... which gives 
true power to a Lokpal... ok... Mr Advani and the other 
opposition leaders laughed at this idea... in Parliament 
House they stood there, I saw this with my own eyes 
while sitting there… and laughing... this idea is a 
fundamental powerful institution for this country and 
they laughed... and when you asked them why did you 
not pass the constitutional Lokpal they said it is not our 
idea... it is Rahul Gandhi’s idea or Manmohan Singh Ji’s 
idea or Sonia Ji’s idea... but no.. they got it wrong ... it 
is India’s idea... and it is going to happen whether they 
like it or not ... that is the first point... 

The second point, if they go, Advani Ji goes on a yatra 
nationally... Karnataka, Reddy brothers destroyed the 
state… Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, 
Madhya Pradesh these states are not visible to him...  he 
cannot see them... wherever there have been a problem 
of corruption in Congress party, any place, any time, 
we take action... we have put ministers in jail... I am 
working for the past five years to revolutionize the 
NSUI and the Youth Congress... I am taking about an 
elected structure in the youth organizations... we have 
made massive progress. In these elections we have 
candidates who came through an elected system... 
please tell me what the opposition has done... what 
have they done to fight corruption except talks… we 
have put people in jail, we have given you the RTI, we 
have given you the Lokpal Bill... what have they done? 
They have a Chief Minister in Gujarat who is currently 
fighting to stop a Lokpal... So... sure it is a campaign... 
and it is an orchestrated campaign... we are fighting 5 
elections right now... let us see what happens... let us 
see what happens in Punjab, let us see what happens in 
Uttarakhand, let us see what happens in UP... 

The factor of the matter is... if you want to believe 
it, the fact of the matter is that the corruption is the 
fundamental issue... the people who want to fight the 
corruption, act.. they don’t talk... the people who do not 
want to fight the corruption, talk .. they don’t act... now 
please go and take a look what BJP did when they were 
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in power... go to the soldiers in Kargil and ask them... 
ask them about the coffins their brethrens  were put 
inside... and then go and ask Mr Advani that question… 

About his allegation that Mayawati did not 
visit Bundelkhand …

Let me tell you some thing... I won’t go into Mayawati 
Ji... because I think the right person to go to is Kanshi 
Ram Ji... I respect Kanshi Ram Ji... I think Kanshi Ram 
Ji moved the politics of Uttar Pradesh quite good... I 
am frankly fond of Mayawati Ji... as a human being I 
respect Mayawati Ji, you can ask for that I respect her, 
fond of her and the same case is with Mulayam Singh 
Ji and other political leaders... I don’t make personnel 
attacks... saying  that Mayawati Ji has not gone to the 
villages to understand UP since she is the Chief Minister 
of the state is not a barb... it is an observation... as 
a Chief Minister of this state she owes a visit to the 
people of Bundelkhand and she should have gone to 
Bundelkhand... suppose you can’t do anything... still 
you have to go there and hold their hand and say that 
I am with you... I can’t do anything for you right now, 
I am the Chief Minister of the state, but I understand 
your pain... my problem with Mayawati Ji is that she has 
actually forgotten how to understand the pain of the 
people... and that is my problem with Mulayam Singh 
Ji also... I respect Mulayam Singh Ji also for what he 
did in December. I learn from my political opponents...  
I listen to them... and I hear what they are saying... 
frankly I have learnt from Mulayam Singh Yadav Ji and 
Mayawati Ji... 

What I am saying now is that Mulayam Singh Yadav 
Ji by promising Israel in Bundelkhand, by promising 
free electricity to the whole of U.P and by promising 
to hand all youngsters of UP a foreign education he 
is not honest with the sentiments of the people of the 
state... going back to the question... how do you change a 
state? You change a state with idea... you change a state 
with hope... go to a village and give hope to a person... 
and that person will transform that state... UP has lost 
hope... and what I am telling you that I am not going 
away until the state regains hope... I don’t care what 
happens... I don’t care if I get 2 seats, 5 seats, 200 seats, 
400 seats... I don’t care... until this state gets hope, until 
the villagers that they do believe in the future and they 
hope... I am not going... full stop... the end... 

Aim is the important thing. My target is to induce hope 
into the people of UP I want to go to the people and tell 
the people that there is no one like you... If you free your 
hands then you can change not only this state but the 
entire world... because I myself realize this... what I am 

telling you, is what I learnt in the last three months... UP 
has such good people who go to Maharashtra and work 
there … fighting with the Shiv Sena people... still they 
run taxis there... you go to Ladak or Delhi. The strength 
in this state has been tied off...  now you say it is number 
game... the answer is very straight... the party, Congress 
will stand up high in this election... once it stands up, 
it will decide whatever political activities in the state... 
Whether it gets 100 seats, 200 seats, it will stand up.

About division of U.P as proposed by Mayawati… 

These decisions are complicated. This is not a simple 
decision as it is the matter of the future of crores 
of people... Mayawati Ji just took a decision in two 
minutes... If you want to discuss on this issue seriously, 
then please come to me and we can discuss it over a 
cup of tea... I am not an expert in this matter. But there 
are experts who can be consulted with. This is a serious 
issue and we should take opinion of the experts on 
these matters.

About the complaint that the Congress MPs are 
not performing well… 

It is not correct that the people are not happy with our 
MPs. A vast majority of our MPs are performing well and 
some of them are not performing well. UP is faced with 
the fundamental question... are we going to grow like 
Kerala,  are our schools going to look like in Kerala, or 
are we going to stay where we are... that is the question... 
you have an election in front of you... UP is not going 
to transform in six months...  UP is going to take time 
to get transformed... you can make a huge beginning... 
with just one thing that your Chief Minister decides that 
we want to change... with due respect Mulayam Singh 
Yadav Ji and Mayawati Ji - I am not going to mention 
the BJP as they frankly don’t exist in the state - don’t 
want to change U.P 

I am blind, not seeing anything else now... you are going 
to ask me questions about a, b and c... but I am blind to 
it... right now I see only one thing... what I have seen 
in the last years in this state is criminal... I am going to 
fight it and change those... I don’ t care what the cost...

When you working on an idea then all the other things 
are secondary... I am absolutely convinced, not 99%, not 
99.99% but 100% that this state can be transformed... 
that this state has the energy, the youngsters in the state 
has the energy to transform the state... whatever the 
questions I had about that disappeared 6-7 months ago.  
Now I am absolutely convinced that UP can transform 
itself. All what Uttar Pradesh needs now is someone 
to hold its hands and say come on let us do it, it will 
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happen... I am from Uttar Pradesh but an Indian. The 
cause of India’s pain is for what is going on in Uttar 
Pradesh and don’t underestimate Uttar Pradesh... this 
is the biggest state in the country... most powerful 
state in the country... largest amount of the money is 
spent here...  do not underestimate the impact of Uttar 
Pradesh in India... Uttar Pradesh is slowing India down 
and it is not the fault of people of Uttar Pradesh... it is 
the fault if the leaders of Uttar Pradesh for the past 22 
years... we are not going to tolerate this anymore... full 
stop... end...

Whether he will be the PM… 

Every senior political leader is having an obsession... 
to become the Prime Minister... Rahul Gandhi does not 
have this obsession... I have got some other obsession... 
my obsession is to end the criminal act of not listening 
to the voices of the poor... I have no strength... if you 
think that Rahul Gandhi possesses great strength, no… 
I do not have any strength... zero... I just do one thing... 
listen to the people and take it to the Parliament and 
Assembly... I am a transmitter … beyond that I do not 
have any power. The only thing I have that some people 
of this country believe in me... I don’t want anything 
else... if one person of this country believes in me, 
that is good enough for me to start... I am not talking 
lies here... I am not promising lies... I am talking about 
the truth... And the people of Uttar Pradesh have seen 
this... they know that I am just repeating what they are 
saying... political leaders get confused and it is very easy 
to get confused... political leaders after a certain point 
start to believe that the power is something that  they 
have... there is no political leaders in the world who has 
power...the people have power... political leaders can 
just transmit that power... we are just transmitters... 
our job is just to listen and to transmit... to understand 
and to transmit... but the crime that is being committed 
here, the crime that Advani Ji commits, when he goes 
for a yatra, is that he is not trying to understand the 
real pain of the people.... he is a senior leader, I respect 
him, he got a long political career but when he goes on 
a yatra nationally, he is not listening to the pain of the 
people... he is trying to convince his people that he can 
do something... but he knows that he cannot... I don’t 
do that... I have been taught this by my parents, by my 
grandmother... I will loose everything but I will never 
do that...

Normally, there is an obsession for the posts. But 
nothing is there in a post... the strength is with the 
people. Go to them, listen to them and do accordingly... 
This is what I do...  v
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food to survive. The Central Government is therefore 
bringing an important legislation to ensure the right to 
food by which every poor is assured with 35 Kg of food 
grain. Congress wants that no one in our country should 
live in hunger,” said Rahul Gandhi. 

“But will the people of Uttar Pradesh get the food sent 
by the Centre? I am sure the food will reach the people 
in all the Congress-ruled states like Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala, Haryana or Delhi. But it will be looted in Uttar 
Pradesh,” he maintained. 

“Congress believes in action, not in promises,” said 
the Congress leader. “It is very easy to make promises. 
Congress will promise only one thing - a Government of 
aad aadmi,” said Rahul Gandhi.  

“Congress gave you the right to job, right to education, 
relief packages for Bunkars and Bundelkhand, waived 
off loans of poor farmers and is now ready with the right 
to food policy. Please tell me what did you get in the past 
22 years in U.P?” he asked. 

“One of our hands is tied now. You should untie it by 
supporting Congress,” he urged. 

“I am here not for elections but to bring in positive 
changes in U.P,” he reiterated. “You have the strength as 
well as the knowledge. You help developing the states 
like Maharashtra, Delhi, Haryana and Punjab. You made 
big buildings in Mumbai. The shining metro in Delhi was 
built by you. Now let us develop U.P too,” he said. 

“Your hands are tied now. Free your arms. The moment 
you do it, the state of U.P will stand on its feet” he 
declared. “Your leaders do not come to you. They are 
not bothered about you,” he reiterated.  

“Uttar Pradesh needs a change and it is going to happen,” 
asserted Rahul Gandhi. “You have wasted 22 years. Now 
you have a chance to change it. Support Congress and 
elect Congress candidates,” urged the Congress General 
Secretary.  

“For the past seven years, I have been visiting various 
villages and interacting with poor farmers and workers. 
I have no time to make promises. I am here to support 
you and work for you,” declared Rahul Gandhi.  

“For the past 22 years, you have been hearing only 
promises. No one did anything for you. I will not leave 
you till the state of U.P stands on its own feet,” Rahul 
Gandhi concluded.  v

Time to break free: Rahul

... continued from page 19
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ANAlySIS

Uttar Pradesh has been at the Centre Stage of our 
Freedom Movement. It has been the land where 

many examples of Patriotism, Literature, Art and Culture 
and Social service took birth. The seeds of Democracy 
and Secularism were sown in politics here only. This is 
the state which repeatedly provided leadership to the 
nation and from where the entire country used to get 
new ideas and work culture. It is indeed sad that the 
state is now devoid of any new ideas and is lost in the 
darkness wandering aimlessly.

The backwardness and the poor state of Uttar Pradesh 
is not without a reason. Over the last 22 years while 
the Non Congress Governments have ruled over UP, the 
state has got left behind in progress in comparison to 
other states. The infrastructure relating to Education, 
Health and other basic necessities is totally disturbed. 
Many Industrial estates are lying closed. If we were to 
learn about development in Uttar Pradesh from the 
claims made by the state government then it would be 
evident that all the progress is limited to claims promises 
and speeches. The non Congress governments of Uttar 
Pradesh in the last two decades have completely failed 
in the vital matters relating to Health, Education, 
Power, Employment etc and matters relating to farmers 
and the backward sections. They never had any clear 
blue print towards planned development. They have 
not even tried to appreciate the need of the time and 
the aspirations of the people. It is a fact that Uttar 
Pradesh is miles behind in the issues of development. 
One of the basic reasons for this is that there is rampant 
corruption in the implementation of central schemes. 
The basic planning structure is weak and there is no far 
sightedness and commitment of the Government. In the 
UNDP 2011 report, Uttar Pradesh has slid to a very low 
rank on human resource development. On the issue of 
development in the last two decades one after the other 
all incumbent state Governments have been dismal 
flops. Rather than taking the state towards progress 
they have only pushed it to a deep morass. 

UNSTABlE ECONOMIC CONDITION
Due to wasteful expenditure and corruption and 
haphazard exploitation of resources Uttar Pradesh is 
continuously under debt. Today the state is under a 
debt of about Rupees Two lac crores.

There is a continuous accusation by the state 
Government of partisan treatment in provision of 
resources by the UPA government. Whereas the fact 

Not by Promises alone but with 
Strong Determination will the 

Progress take place in Uttar Pradesh

Suresh Pachauri

is that the UPA Government at 
the centre has always provided 
increased funding to UP without 
discrimination. Under the 
MGNREGA scheme a sum of ` 20,538 crores was given. 
The UP Government was able to utilize only 65.3% out 
of this. Under the Indira Awas Yojna ` 3724 crores were 
provided, which the state government failed to fully 
utilize. Under the Integrated Child Protection Scheme 
` 1495.92 Crores were sanctioned. The UP Government 
was able to spend only 57.7 % out of it. Under the 
Sarvshiksha Abhiyan ` 23,421 Crores were sanctioned. 
Even this was not utilized properly and UP was rated 
at number 12 amongst all states. Under the National 
Rural Health Mission ` 9472 crores were sanctioned. 
As per the CAG report, it has emerged that there was 
misappropriation to the extent of ` 5000 crores.  On 
one hand the state Government claims their right on 
the funds sanctioned by the central government on 
the other hand it is a fact that the state government 
does not fulfill its obligations towards these schemes 
appropriately. The benefit of the programmes was 
not given to the true beneficiaries and there was a 
large scale bungling of resources. At many places the 
sanction of funds lapsed without any utilization at all.

On the initiative of Smt. Sonia Gandhi, to fulfill our 
obligation towards the food providers of the nation, 
our Farmers, the UPA Government at the Centre, in the 
year 2008 sent ` 8200 Crores for the waiver of loans of 
these farmers.  Over 30 lac farmers were made debt free 
in Uttar Pradesh. While providing relief from the debt 
burden to the farmers, the UPA also raised minimum 
support prices. These were higher than ever in the NDA 
regime.

To improve the backwardness of Uttar Pradesh, the 
Central Government has provided many schemes 
and programs and provided relief packages for their 
implementation. The details of these are as follows:

hANDlOOM SECTOR
Handloom is a very important sector of our economy. It 
is also the means of livelihood of a very large number 
of our people. But due to neglect, this sector is reduced 
to a very bad condition. The Basic raw materials of 
weavers like Yarn, Dyes and Chemicals have become 
very expensive. The technology is out dated. They are 
unable to get financial assistance in time. There is no 
provision for proper sales marketing of finished goods.
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Keeping in view all these issues, at the initiative of Shri 
Rahul Gandhi the UPA Government prepared a special 
package of ` 6246 crores to provide a new ray of light in 
the lives of about 3 lac families of weavers. The Central 
Government declared that weavers loans should be 
waived off, they should be able to get yarn easily and 
financial assistance should be made available at the right 
time, so that their livelihood can take place properly. 
Under this scheme the central government waived off 
the loans of weavers and their cooperative societies. 
In addition they are being given a Credit Guarantee 
under which for yarn and for margin money they would 
be able to get loans ranging from ` 50 thousand to ` 2 
lacs. Also to give the loans to weavers at cheaper rates 
Weaver Credit Cards will be issued.  This will bring new 
hope in the lives of the weavers and on the basis of their 
traditional talent they would be able to live a trouble 
free life.

BUNDElKhAND PACKAGE
The Central Government led by Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
on the initiative of Sh. Rahul Gandhi ,sanctioned a sum 
of Rupees Seven thousand four hundred and sixty six 
(` 7466) for removing poverty from the Bundelkhand 
region. Under this package for the Bundelkhand region 
of Uttar Pradesh, for each of its seven districts a sum 
of Rupees three thousand six hundred and six ( ` 3606) 
crores has been given. But the resources provided 
under the Bundelkhand Package by the Centre were 
not properly utilized by the Uttar Pradesh Government. 
Special care had been taken in the Bundelkhand package 
that the people of this region would get proper education 
and health facilities, adequate drinking water would be 
made available, adequate amount of electricity would 
be made available, farmers would get proper facilities 
for agriculture. Animal husbandry would increase. 
Dairy industry would get encouragement and Tourism 
would get developed.  New avenues of employment 
be generated and new industry should open because 
of which the migration happening from Bundelkhand 
should stop under all circumstances and the region 
would get respite from its deteriorated circumstances. 

GANGA SAfAI ABhIyAN
The UPA government at the centre gave a central river 
status to Ganga ,the lifeline of Uttar Pradesh. Pollution 
in this is increasing. Sh. Rajiv Gandhi in 1985, for 
cleansing the Ganga, had set up a Ganga Action Plan. ` 
290 crores were spent in the first phase of this plan. The 
UPA Government has disbursed for the second phase 
of the Ganga Action Plan over the last three years a 
sum of Rs 217 crores. Along with this in the year 2009 
the Ganga River Basin Authority was created for the 
cleansing of Ganga in the cities of Allahabad, Varanasi, 
Moradabad, Kannauj etc. The UPA Government at 
the centre disbursed about ` 204 crores to the Uttar 
Pradesh Government. But because of the carelessness 
of the ruling BSP Government at UP this money was 

not properly utilized.  Ganga is still polluted and for 
cleaning it a herculean effort is required.

For the elections to the assembly of Uttar Pradesh 
different Political Parties are making populist and 
tall promises. Poll Manifesto of a Political Party is a 
declaration of its policies. The manifestos of BJP, SP, 
BSP have no mention of how these claims and promises 
would be fulfilled, from where the resources would 
come and how schemes would be implemented. The 
Samajwadi Party which strongly opposed the use of 
Computers at one time is offering a lap top as a lollipop. 
The BJP is cooking up once again the storm of religious 
feelings for Political Gains. The BJP used to quote 
an example of its Government at Karnataka as a role 
model but illegal mining has shamed it. The viewing of 
a blue film on the mobile phone by the Ministers of BJP 
in the Karnataka assembly has exposed the BJPs true 
face and character. Before the Madhya Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh elections to the assembly last time gave a 
promise to farmers of loan waiver of `50,000 and a cow 
in every house. The BJP never fulfilled this promise 
after elections.

Congress in its Manifesto has presented a vision 
for the rebuilding of Uttar Pradesh which reflects 
commitment and reliability. The faith in the promises 
is possible because the party has committed that after 
the formation of the Congress Government in UP the 
party would present its report card every year so that 
people would know how true we have been to our 
commitments.

Every day, there is only the discussion that who would 
win the UP elections? The question is not as to who 
would win but who should win and why should they 
win? Which route would UP take in times to come? 
What would be the direction of UP and who would 
have the reigns in UP? What would be the future look 
of Uttar Pradesh?

In the last 22 years the people of Uttar Pradesh have 
tested and tried everyone. Now the population of UP 
is looking anxiously towards the leadership in the 
Congress Party. It is the need of the time that forces 
which promote politics of castesim, religion and 
communalism should be defeated. The honour of 
Uttar Pradesh be restored. For the eradication of the 
backwardness of Uttar Pradesh it is also being said that 
there is a need of such a Government in UP which should 
get the full support of the UPA Government at the centre. 
A government whose claims and performance match. 
There is a need for such a Government which will with 
honesty and answerability implement the programmes 
of the Centre and during whose tenure Uttar Pradesh 
knocks once again on the door of progress. v

(The author has been a Minister of State for Personnel and 
Parliamentary Affairs)
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“I am delighted to welcome Their Excellencies Mr. 
Herman Van Rompuy and Mr. Jose Manuel Barroso to 

the first India-European Union Summit in India after the 
entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. 

We have just concluded extremely productive and 
wide-ranging discussions in a very cordial and friendly 
atmosphere. 

India and the European Union are strategic partners in a 
fast changing and complex world. The success of Europe’s 
political and economic integration is vital for global 
stability and prosperity. The European Union leaders 
informed me of the steps being taken by Europe to deal 
with the debt crisis in the Eurozone. I conveyed to them 
our best wishes for an early and sustained recovery. Given 
our rapidly growing links with Europe, this is in India’s 
interest. Europe’s recovery is also essential for ensuring 
the recovery of the global economy and bringing back 
market confidence.

Our trade with Europe has reached 107 billion US dollars 
in 2011. Both sides have made considerable progress in 
the negotiations on the Broad-Based Trade and Investment 
Agreement. There are complex issues involved, but 
we have both agreed to expedite discussions so that 
we can conclude an Agreement at the very earliest. We 
seek solutions that are practical, mutually beneficial and 
acceptable to both sides. 

I conveyed to the EU leadership the importance India 
attaches to EU‘s participation in our growth agenda 
including in infrastructure development, clean energy 
technologies, innovation, research and skill development. 
Greater investment flows in both directions in a win-win 
proposition for both sides.

The signing of a Joint Declaration on Research and 
Innovation Cooperation and the Memorandum of 
Understanding on Statistical Cooperation are forward 

looking documents which will further integrate our 
economies.

I raised the issue of greater people-to-people exchanges and 
easier travel arrangements for tourism, businesspersons, 
professionals and other categories of travelers. We have 
agreed to continue our discussions on these matters.

India’s relations with the European Union go well beyond 
economic and commercial issues. We share common 
values of democracy, respect for civil liberties and the 
rule of law. We have healthy and frank exchanges on 
political and security issues of bilateral, regional and 
global importance. 

The India-EU Joint Action Plan which was adopted in 2005 
and reviewed in 2008 is the template of our cooperation, 
and covers the entire spectrum of our relations. 

We held substantive discussions on other areas of our 
engagement covering energy cooperation, science and 
technology, culture, counter-terrorism, piracy and cyber-
security. 

We exchanged views on the situation in West Asia, with 
particular reference to Syria and Iran and developments in 
our neighbourhood in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We have 
a common interest in promoting stability in these areas. 

We discussed global challenges such as climate change, 
the global economic crisis and global governance reforms. 
We would like to work with Europe at the forthcoming 
international conferences on Nuclear Security in Korea, 
the G-20 Summit in Mexico, the Rio+20 Conference in 
Brazil and Biological Diversity Conference in India. 

Our discussions today reinforce my belief that our 
partnership with the European Union will continue to grow 
in the coming years. India looks forward to working with 
the European Union on all issues. This is a partnership 
that will assume greater global significance in the years 
to come.” v

INDIA-EU SUMMIT

Partnership with European 
Union Set to assume

 Greater Global Significance 

Following is the statement by the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh at the Joint Media Interaction at 
the 12th India-EU Summit in New Delhi on 10th February, 2012 
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I am delighted and honored to have been asked to 
deliver this inaugural memorial lecture, instituted 

by this prestigious institution in the memory of a great 
former Prime Minister, an extremely decent human 
being and an impatient and well meaning politician, 
whose ambitions plans for India were cut short at the 
cruel hands of destiny. 

Without ever meeting Rajiv Gandhi, I first heard him 
on a personal note, sometime in 1985, when, out of 
the blue, my late father Dr. L.M. Singhvi, received a 
telephone call from the then sitting Prime Minister 
of India, Shri Rajiv Gandhi. I was standing next to 
my father when the conversation took place. Coming 
straight to the point, Rajiv Gandhi told my father that 
you, Dr. Singhvi, are an eminent public figure who has 
spoken and written so much about Panchayati Raj 
over two decades. Yet, he said, I find the operational 
reality of Panchayati Raj to be in tatters all over India. 
You have to help me to set this right immediately. I 
am appointing you as Chairman of a Committee to 
Revitalize Panchayati Raj in India, and I will not take no 
for an answer. 

Thus started the so called L. M. Singhvi high powered 
committee on revitalization of Panchayati Raj in India. It 
produced a comprehensive report by 1986 and, despite 
some delay on account of political reasons, ultimately 
led to the enactment of the 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment in 1992 w.e.f. April 1993 providing an 
all India Constitutional basis for this revolution in 
decentralized decision making. 

I f  today,  we have approx 21,86 ,  452 e lected 
representatives (men and women) in the aggregate at 
all levels of Panchayati Raj combined, this country has 
Rajiv Gandhi to thank for it. If today, this total figure 
21, 86, 452 is the largest in the world, and includes 10, 
38,989 women, which is also the largest population 
of elected female representatives, much of the credit 
should go to Rajiv Gandhi. He combined a passion and 
zeal for new ideas with a young visionary’s impatience 
and pragmatism to achieve concrete results. 

Despite motivated turbulence created during his short 
political life, Rajiv Gandhi achieved a lot and initiated 
even more, laying the foundation for many of our 
contemporary milestones. In 1988, he lowered the 
voting age from 21years to 18 years, giving a clarion 
call to one of the youngest nations in the world to 

participate in nation building. 
Today,  when 65% of  India ’s 
population3 is under 35 years 
and 7.4 % is above 60 years, one 
cannot imagine the enormous 
impact upon the lives of billions 
of Indians who can vote shortly after leaving school. 

Thirdly, Rajiv Gandhi was the first political leader after 
independence to usher in an ambiance and culture of 
youth power, in a country, comparatively regarded as 
a gerontocracy. He changed the culture, which was 
typified by a remark I heard from my father, who had 
entered the Lok Sabha in 1962, when about 30 years 
old. When I asked my father as to why I always saw 
him in a sherwani, he replied that that was one of the 
easier ways of being taking seriously in Parliament and 
outside. 

Rajiv Gandhi tangibly and perceptibly changed this 
thought process. He changed it not only because he was 
a man in hurry, but because he was a man who thought 
ahead of time. The watershed year for economic 
liberalization in India is commonly treated as 1991, 
but I have always put it around 1987-88 when Rajiv 
Gandhi brought in technology in multiple areas as a 
signature tune for ushering India into the 21st century. 
Computers, the Information Technology revolution, the 
six technological missions including telecom, water, and 
electricity and so on, were all the sign posts of a new 
emerging India, decisively riding on its youth power. 

It is in this context that Rajiv Gandhi used those 
memorable words: 

“India is an old country but a young nation…. I 
am young and I too have a dream. I dream of a 
strong India – self-reliant and in the front rank of 
the world in the services of mankind.” 

Parliamentary democracy is not a buzz word or a 
magical wand. Parliamentary democracy is what 
parliamentary democracy does. It is important to start 
by remembering that it is not merely democracy we 
are discussing but its parliamentary form, so that the 
focus is on the form, shape, content, drawbacks and 
operational deficiencies of the institution of Parliament 
as the pivot of democracy in India. But, let me start 
with the larger word, democracy. We all know that 
the word owes its origin to two Greek words, ‘demos’ 
(people) and ‘kratos’ (rule or strength). My personal 
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favorite as far as a simple, yet effective definition goes, 
is Lincoln  es memorable phrase— “of the people, by 
the people, for the people”. Incidentally, people have 
wondered aloud that while “by the people” and “for the 
people” are understandable and convey the meaning 
reflected by those simple words, there is some mystery 
in the use of the phrase “of the people”.  Prof. Bhargava 
has explained this phrase to be one of the most vital 
and crucial parts of the definition since it is meant 
and intended to convey part ownership of democracy. 
Without this sense of belonging to and ownership of 
democracy by each Aam Admi, democracy cannot 
succeed. 

The latest ranking of 2010 puts Norway at the highest, 
replacing Sweden which has now slipped to the fourth 
position and retains North Korea at the bottom of the 
heap as it was in 2008. India is ranked 40. The Index 
found that for 91 out of the 177 countries (including 
India), there was deterioration in democracy since these 
91 countries scored lower in 2010 than in 2008. 

All these three countries – Pakistan, India and 
Bangladesh – have parliaments. But India alone 
has captured not only the letter but the spirit of 
Parliamentary democracy. It is that culture that 
spirit that approach, the conventions and practices 
which constitute the heart and soul of parliamentary 
democracy and not the text of the law or the rule. 
So long as India retains that effervescent spirit, 
parliamentary democracy is safe, sound, alive and 
kicking. 

Parliament is an Institution with multiple roles. It is 
obviously created to pass laws. Secondly, it is intended 
to be a forum for free, fierce and fair discussion on non-
legislative matters as well. Thirdly, it is supposed to 
symbolize and signify the assent of India’s humongous 
population to laws made and decisions taken for 
their governance on the hypothesis that they cannot 
have direct participation. Fourthly, Parliament is the 
grand inquest of the nation, the largest Commission of 
Enquiry, of the people, by the people and for the people, 
ever imagined or created. 

None of these roles is less or more important than the 
others. All of them have to be largely performed and 
none can be altogether ignored or allowed to fall into 
disuse or oblivion. But over the years, several threats 
to parliamentary democracy have arisen and the most 
crucial obligation which we owe ourselves is to identify 
the drawbacks and deficiencies and take corrective 
action to eliminate or reform them in the near future. 

The second major substantive reform required is in 
the concept of a whip. The whip is a self protective 
mechanism intended to guard against fickle minds and 
transient majorities. To the extent that it is intended to 

ensure that voting on momentous occasions, involving 
possible fall of the government is done along party 
lines, it should be continued and maintained with full 
vigor and rigor. But amendment must be made in two 
areas, to prevent decimation of creativity, independence 
of thought, deed and action and the elimination of a 
routine herd instinct, largely eliminating independent 
creative and innovative action by individual MPs. 

An obvious and major third threat to Parliamentary 
democracy is the virulently increasing disruption of 
Parliament. As it is, the Indian Parliament meets for 
less than four and a half months every year. There 
are several state assemblies which meet for less 
than two months a year. Within this limited schedule 
of sittings, the non operational part of Parliament 
threatens to overshadow the identity and existence of 
the institution itself. For example during the last Winter 
Session (December 2010) of Parliament, productivity 
droped to approx 66% due to parliamentary time lost 
due to disruption6. Over the years, the percentage of 
time lost has persistently increased and now stands 
approximately at 22%. The cost of sustaining a non-
operational parliament is distressingly high. Because of 
disruption and uproar in the Parliament: 

i. Prime Minister was not allowed to introduce 
Council of Ministers.

ii. The Prime Minister and Speaker’s speech was also 
disturbed. 

iii. In the presence of the Prime Minister and 
opposition leader, in the recently concluded (April-
May 2008) session, the Law Minister was not 
allowed to introduce the Women Reservation Bill 
in the Council of States. Further, the bill was also 
snatched by SP and JD (U) members. 

iv.  From 1952–61 and 1992–2001 the number of Bills 
adopted annually declined by 18 %. 

v. 1952 – 61 the Council of States sitting was 90.5%, In 
1992-2001 it was 71.3, a decline of 20%. During the 
same period the Lok Sabha sitting declined to 34%. 

vi. UPAs first Budget was passed without any 
discussion. 

vii.  Between June 2004 and Dec.2007 the Lok Sabha 
lost a total of 370 hours. 

viii. In 2007 the Lok Sabha worked only 66 days as 
against 144 days of House of Commons in the UK. 

ix.  In Feb-March 2007 Budget Session the House of 
People lost 73 hours. 

x.  In the August-Sep. 2007 monsoon session, the 
House of People was adjourned for nearly 41 hours. 
The Council of States was adjourned 42 per cent. 
Public money and people’s confidence is being 
eroded because of such turmoil. 
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Fifthly, it will be tragic if the Indian Parliament’s most 
potent form of accountability – the Committee system 
– is weakened or eroded to vanishing point. While 
nowhere as potent or effective as US Senatorial or 
Congressional Committees, parliamentary Committees 
are still the closest form of bipartisan Parliamentary 
oversight or governance available in India. Most 
Committees have been able to do solid work, reflected 
in substantive and well considered reports, precisely 
because they can function far away from the glare of arc 
lights and generally submit unanimous or concurrent 
reports. There is, however, need to specifically provide 
by law that reports of parliamentary committees shall 
be deemed to be accepted by the government unless, for 
reasons recorded in writing, the executive government 
of the day explains why it is not possible to accept 
and implement Committee reports. This is important 
and necessary to reinforce and maintain the stature of 
these Committees. Current statistics suggests that the 
acceptance and implementation rate of the Committee 
report by the government is fairly low and below 50% 
which is certainly not a happy state of affairs. 

The Parliamentary Research Services (PRS), led by 
Mr. Madhavan is doing yeoman service to increase the 
efficiency of Parliament and parliamentarians. 

The recent episode involving the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) has, I have to regrettably say, dealt 
an extremely massive body blow to the integrity and 
functioning of the parliamentary Committee system 
in India. Such divisiveness and unilateralism should 
collectively be tackled and nipped in the bud since, if 
this is not done at the threshhold, it will spread like an 
infectious disease and spell the death knell of the entire 
Parliamentary Committee system in India. 

It is too precious a forum of parliamentary oversight 
and ability to be allowed to dissipate and self destruct 
in this manner and it requires significant acts of 
statesmanship from all quarters to prevent this from 
happening. To make parliamentary Committees mimic 
the divisiveness or disruption of Parliament itself would 
be a sad day indeed for Parliamentary democracy in 
India.  

The most apposite intermediate criterion for such 
electoral disqualification, would, in my opinion, be 
the stage of framing of charges by a court of law 
within a restrictive list of certain specified offences 
relatively more grave in nature, resulting in electoral 
disqualification. 

Though this is a fairly simple exercise, the divisive 
nature of our polity, has been unable to create such a 
simple legal test for so many years. Urgent action is 
required in the field to prevent the use of pejorative 
phrases for the institution of Parliament as the House 
of criminals etc. The proportion of those with one or 

more criminal cases registered against them is 14% 
among candidates but 30% among the elected members. 
Thus, the victory rate is higher among the accused than 
among ‘clean candidates’. Indeed, detailed data show 
a steadily rising trend of victory rate as we move from 
groups of candidates with no accusation to those with 
a larger and larger number of cases registered against 
them. Once we drop the members with registered cases 
for minor crimes the proportion of members charged 
with serious crimes in the Lok Sabha drops to 14%. In 
absolute terms, this still translates into as many as 75 
members. Moreover the victory rate for candidates 
facing charges of serious crimes remains twice that for 
the remainder of candidates. The longer term area of 
concern on issues of human resources in Parliamentary 
Democracy is the accelerating trend of having more 
and more “moneyed”  individuals in Parliament and 
also a large percentage of MPs from families who 
have had significant historical presence in Parliament. 
The objection is not in respect of rich MPs but rather 
qua cases where there is fair basis of saying that the 
presence in parliament is because of or on account of 
use of such money power instead of any power USP or 
talent. That our Parliament is also becoming more and 
more hereditary is also a matter of legitimate concern. 

Why did so many candidates with serious criminal 
cases pending against them win the elections? A more 
promising explanation is that candidates facing serious 
criminal cases also happen to be wealthy. This allows 
them to ‘buy’ both social status and a ticket from a 
major party. In addition, some of these candidates 
may be incumbents and therefore enjoy the associated 
benefits of name, recognition, patronage and access to 
the official machinery. 

The key policy question we must ask with respect to the 
preponderance of the wealthy in parliament is whether 
it leads to the adoption of politics detrimental to the 
national interest. While we have seen no evidence of 
a shift in this direction so far, there is clear need for 
the media and NGO’s to be watchful of the members 
trying to tilt legislation in their favor to the detriment of 
national interest. 

Conclusion 
The subject of parliamentary democracy is as huge and 
as vast as the universe itself. I have done no more than 
performed the role of a fan dancer, i.e., touching the 
subject without covering it.   Hopefully this serves as 
an appetizer for a more detailed research and analysis 
of the subject by expert bodies. All such initiatives 
are welcome only because, critical or supportive, they 
are intended to advance the cause of parliamentary 
democracy in India and therefore promote the cause of 
national interest itself. v
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The Election Commission has announced for assembly 
elections to be held in the months of January, 

February and first week of March, 2012 in five states in 
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Goa and Manipur, 
setting the stage for a mini-general election. The election 
in Manipur for 60 member legilative assembly was held 
on 28th of January and repolling in five districts was on 9th 
February.  The election process has been completed in 
Punjab and Uttarakhand on 29th January, 2012 where 77% 
and 70%, polling, respectively, were recorded. The election 
in Uttara Pradesh is to be held in seven phases starting 
from 8th Febuary onwards. And for the Goa assembly 
constituencies the election will be held on 3rd of March.    In 
states like Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Punjab, which 
are marked by large scale corruption and land grabbing, 
it is likely to be a major election.  

The Congress party will be seeking support and solidarity 
from the voters by highlighting what Congress party 
has done to achieve inclusive growth and development, 
to eradicate poverty and generate employment while 
maintaining peace, unity and integrity of the nation and 
also by keeping the secularism in tact. Since the inception 
of Five Year Plans in India in 1951, the Congress party 
has initiated many programmes for Poverty reduction. 
The anti poverty, employment generation and basic 
services programmes have been an important goal of 
development policy of the Congress party. Various policies 
and Programmes have been introduced and successfully 
implemented by the Congress party for decades in India.

The Congress party has a long history of working for the 
Development of the poor and underprivileged section of 
the society and generating employment for the rural and 
urban poor through various policies and programmes. 
In 1952 Community Development Programme (CDP) 
was launched, which aimed at overall development of 
rural areas and people’s participation. In 1966-67: High 
yielding variety programme (HYVP) was initiated to 
increase the productivity of food grains by adopting latest 
varieties of inputs of crops and in the same year Green 
Revolution was launched to Increase productivity, which 
was confined to wheat and later rice production.  In 1969, 
Rural Electrification Corporation was formed to provide 
electricity in rural areas. In 1975, Smt. Indira Gandhi, 
the then Prime Minister, launched a nationwide Twenty 
Point Programme (TPP) with slogan ‘Garibi Hatao’ to 
eradicate Poverty with great purpose of bringing overall 
objective of raising the standard of living of poor and 
underprivileged section of people. Then came in 1979, 
Training Rural Youth for Self Employment (TRYSEM) 
(launched on 15th August), which focused on educational 

and vocational training. In 1980 
two important programmes were 
launched on October 2.  Integrated 
Rural Development Programme 
(IRDP) for overall development 
of rural poor and National Rural 
Development programme (NREP) for generating 
employment for rural manpower. In 1982, a programme 
for the Development of Women & Children in Rural Areas 
(DWCRA) for providing sustainable opportunities of self-
employment to the women belonging to the rural families 
who are living below the poverty line got underway. In 
1989, Jawahar Rozgar Yojna was launched to provide 
employment to rural unemployed and Nehru Rozgar 
Yojna to provide employment to urban unemployed.  In 
fact, these are some among many more programmes that 
were launched and that really changed and put India on 
the move.

During the Prime Ministership of our much loved leader 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi in 1980s, many new programmes were 
launched in communications, defence, space, agriculture, 
computerization, planning. Six Technology Missions 
related to water, literacy, immunization, oil-seeds, dairy 
development and telecommunications were designed to 
bring new missionary zeal and new management methods 
to problem solving. There were serious government 
discussions on launching other Technology Missions 
related to environment, housing, and managing floods and 
droughts as well with aim of using technology to bring 
about generational changes in our age-old processes and 
delivery systems that affect masses of people specially in 
rural areas. 

It was during Smt. Indira Gandhi’s rule that a nuclear device 
was detonated for the first time. This was Independent 
India’s one of the most important achievements. Smiling 
Buddha was the code name for India’s peaceful nuclear 
explosive, indigenously designed, and tested on 18th May 
1974. The fact is that India’s 1974 test was the first confirmed 
nuclear test by a nation that was not a permanent member 
of the United Nations Security Council.

Operation Flood, a rural development programme is a 
gigantic project propounded by the Government of India 
for developing dairy industry in the country in 1970. One 
of the largest of its kind, the programme objective was to 
create a nationwide milk grid and generate employment 
in rural India in a large scale. It resulted in making India 
the largest producer of milk and milk products, and  
provided emplyoment opprtunities to lakhs of people in 
and around four metros of India, hence is also called the 
White Revolution of India.  

VIEwPOINT
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During the Prime Ministership of our much loved 
leader Shri Rajiv Gandhi in 1980s, launched many 
new programmes in communications, defence, space, 
agriculture, computerization, planning. Six Technology 
Missions related to water, literacy, immunization, oil-
seeds, dairy development and telecommunications 
were designed to bring new missionary zeal and new 
management methods to problem solving. There were 
serious government discussions on launching other 
Technology Missions related to environment, housing, and 
managing floods and droughts as well with aim of using 
technology to bring about generational changes in our 
age-old processes and delivery systems that affect mass 
of people specially in rural areas. 

On the other side, instead of playing the role of constructive 
opposition, the BJP with the support of some other political 
parties, over and over again resorted to the politics of 
disruption in the parliament and the politics of boycotting 
the parliament sessions. This strategy of disrupting and 
boycotting parliament adopted by the opposition is not 
in any case serving the nation and national interest. In 
fact it is hampering the national development and nation 
building process at large.  

The Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007–08 to 2011–12) shifts 
the economy to a path of faster and more inclusive 
growth. Growth and inclusiveness is a multidimensional 
concept.  The Congress party recognizes inclusive growth, 
as a significant approach for expanding incomes and 
generating employment that is necessary for social uplift. 
The Government of India has adopted ‘rapid and inclusive 
growth’ as its core theme in the 11th Five Year Plan with the 
objective of ensuring that growth is widely spread so that 
its benefits are adequately shared by the poor and weaker 
sections of the society, especially SC, ST, minority as well 
as women and children. Along with inclusive growth, 
Education, in particular, has been accorded utmost priority 
during 11th Five Year Plan period.

In the Eleventh Five Year Plan GDP growth, was targeted at 
9.0 per cent per annum and it was regarded necessary for 
two reasons. Firstly, to generate income and employment 
opportunities that was needed for improving living 
standards of the common people.   The second reason 
was to generate the resources needed for financing 
social sector programmes, aimed at reducing poverty and 
enabling inclusiveness. 

Certainly, there were some new challenges that need 
to be faced. Some of these challenges themselves have 
emanated from the economy’s transition to a higher and 
more inclusive growth path, the structural changes that 
come with it and the expectations it generates. Moreover, 
in the year 2009, India had the weakest monsoon in three 
decades. There were some external challenges also 
arising from the global economic uncertainties. These 
shortcomings and challenges will have to be taken up 
and fought together, as nation with suitable measures on 
multiple fronts. Nevertheless, the initiatives taken in the 
Eleventh Plan period have resulted in substantial progress. 

An important consequence of the focus on inclusion 
during the Eleventh Plan has been an increase in the 
awareness about inclusiveness and empowerment 
amongst people. Today people have a greater desire to 
access information about the rights and entitlements 
made available by law and policy, and eagerness 
to demand accountability from the public delivery 
systems. This is a good development and it hold promise 
for the future.

Another significant achievement of the Eleventh Plan 
is that high rates of economic growth have been more 
broadly shared than ever before across the States. The state 
economy, as measured by growth in the real Gross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP), on an average grew at 7.93% 
during 2007-08 and 2010-11. This growth performance in 
the State not only promises well for the residual year of 
the 11th Five Year Plan but for the ensuing12th Five Year 
Plan also. 

These achievements are simply due to great concepts and 
performance of Bharat Nirman and its six components 
(irrigation, roads, housing, water supply, electrification 
and telecommunication connectivity) and Flagship 
programmes: Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, Mid-day Meal Scheme, 
Rajiv Gandhi Drinking Water Mission, Total Sanitation 
Campaign, National Rural Health Mission, Integrated 
Child Development Services, National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme and Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 
Renewal Mission, which are aimed at inclusive growth and 
development. The UPA government is further stressing the 
need for inclusive growth process to build a prosperous, 
equitable and humane nation. In fact, Bharat Nirman and 
other flagship programmes are making India stronger and 
stable by building infrastructure, generating employment 
and improving the basic amenities in both rural and urban 
India.

It is clear from the Approach Paper to the 12th Five Year 
Plan that ‘Inclusive growth’ would continue to be the focus 
of the UPA government as well. This is probably for the 
first time, in preparing the Approach Paper, the Planning 
Commission consulted much more widely than ever 
before recognising the fact that citizens are now better 
informed and also keen to engage. Over 950 civil society 
organisations across the country have provided inputs 
and business associations, including those representing 
small enterprises have been consulted.  In addition, 
modern electronic and social media were being used 
to enable citizens to give their suggestions. This is one 
of the greatest achievements of policy of inclusiveness.  
The theme, therefore, followed in the Approach Paper to 
the 12th Five Year Plan is “faster, sustainable and more 
inclusive growth”. It has proposed a target of 9 % growth 
for the 12th Plan. Health, education and skill development, 
environment and natural resources and infrastructure 
development will be the focus areas in this  Plan.

The UPA government, in its effort to serve people, during 
these years has taken several significant initiatives. Bharat 

...continued on page 37
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ON 150Th BIRTh ANNIVERSARIES

By a strange coincidence, besides 
Gurudev Tagore, the year 2011-

12 marks the 150th birth anniversary 
of two stalwarts of freedom struggle 
who were both President of Indian 
National Congress more than once.

Pt. Motilal Nehru was President 
of Congress in 1919 and 1928.  Pt. 
Madan Mohan Malaviya was the 
Congress President in 1909, 
1918, 1932 and 1933.  

Both were great patriots whose 
sacrifices and contribution in 
the country’s independence 
struggle were outstanding.  But 
this is where the similarity ends 
for their ideology and approach 
to national issues were very 
different, if not poles apart.  

Jawaharlal Nehru covering the 
pre-Gandhi era writes in his 
Autobiography: “Pt. Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, with his long record of 
public work, attracted us of course 
and we used to have long talks with 
him pressing him to give a brave 
lead to the country.”  The esteem in 
which the young Jawaharlal Nehru, 
then only 30, has for both his father, 
Pt. Motilal Nehru and Pt. Madan 
Mohan Malaviya finds expression 
again in the Autobiography: “The 
relief work (after Jallianwala 
Bagh) was largely directed by Pt. 
Madan Mohan Malaviya and Swami 
Shraddhananda.  The enquiry part 
was mainly under the direction 
of my father and Mr. C R Das, 
with Gandhiji taking a great deal 
of interest in it and often being 
consulted by others.”

Pt. Motilal Nehru was elected 
the Congress President at the 
Amritsar session of Congress in 
1919 soon after the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre.  He had provided 

Motilal Nehru & Madan Mohan Malaviya

Two Titans of the 
Freedom Struggle

free legal service to the victims and 
soon after, when Gandhiji launched 
the Non-Cooperation movement, 
gave up his lucrative profession 
for devoting full time service to the 
Congress and the freedom struggle.  
Motilal Nehru concluded his 
presidential speech at the session 
with the following inspiring words: 

“Let us beware of the errors of the 
west and at the same time cast out 
the evil customs and traditions 
which have clung to us.  We must 
aim at an India where women have 
ceased to be in bondage, and the 
rigours of the caste systems have 
disappeared, where there are no 
privileged classes or communities; 
where education is free and open 
to all; where the capitalist and 
the landlord do not oppress the 
labourers and the ryot;  where 
labour is respected and well paid, 
and poverty, the nightmare of the 
present generation, is a thing of the 
a past.  Life will then be worth living 
in this country, it will be inspired by 
joy and hope, and the terrible misery 
we see around us will become a bad 
dream which has faded away from 
our memory, on our awakening to 
welcome the morning sun.

But that day is yet distant.  We have 
still a difficult path, full of obstacles 

and pitfalls, 
before us.  Let 
us us march 
ahead with 
truth for our 
g u i d e  a n d 
courage our 
w a t c h w o r d 
and  before 
long we shall 
r e a c h  t h e 
p r o m i s e d 
land.”

Motilal Nehru’s support to Gandhij 
at the special session of the INC at 
Calcutta, in September 1920 was 
crucial as Madan Mohan Malaviya, 
alongwith C.R. Das, Bipin Pal and 

M.A. Jinnah opposed Gandhiji.  
However, at the Nagpur session 
of the Indian National Congress 
which was to ratify the Calcutta 
resolution, all these stalwarts 
who had opposed Gandhiji toed 
the Motilal Nehru line.  It was in 
Nagpur that Motilal Nehru and 
C.R. Das “whose earnings were 
the envy of princes”, declared 
that they were giving up their 
legal profession to serve the 
Congress.  This was the kind of 

unparalleled sacrifice that inspired 
the writer to quit his profession 
exactly 60 years later.

When the Hindu Mahasabha was 
formed in 1910 with the open 
support of Madan Mohan Malaviya, 
and later of Lala Lajpat Rai it was 
Motilal Nehru who opposed it tooth 
and nail.  The tallest Bengal leader 
Surenderanath Banerjee who was 
inclined to support M.M. Malaviya 
was prevailed upon by Motilal 
Nehru to oppose the formation of 
Hindu Mahasabha.  Such was the 
deep commitment of Motilal Nehru 
to secularism that Jawaharlal Nehru 
was to inherit.

When the Swaraj party, the legislative 
wing of the Congress, contested 
elections in 1926, Pt. Madan Mohan 
Malaviya and Lala Lajpat Rai formed 
the Nationalist Party and contested 
against the Swaraj Party.  It was 
a war of ideologies which proved 

Capt Praveen Davar
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ON 150Th BIRTh ANNIVERSARIES

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

costly to the secular Swaraj Party.  
Earlier, before the formation of the 
Nationalist Party, the Swaraj Party 
had performed extremely well in the 
earlier elections.

The Madras session of the Congress 
in 1927 authorised the party to draft 
the future constitution of India 
in consultation with all political 
parties. Accordingly, an all-party 
committee was formed with Pt. 
Motilal Nehru as chairman to 
prepare the proposed constitution. 
After having detailed discussion 
with all parties, including the Muslim 
League and Hindu Mahasabha, 
Pt. Motilal Nehru submitted his 
proposals called the Nehru Report 
which accepted ‘Dominion Status’ 
as the country’s goal, proposed 
joint electorates (in place of 
existing separate electorates) with 
reservation for Muslims. Amongst 
other salient features of the Nehru 
Report were India will be a secular 
nation (b) untouchability will be 
completely abolished (c) women 
will have same status as men (d) 
there will be a Lok Seva Sangh for 
administration (e) education will be 
free and compulsory. 

Later, at the 1928 Calcutta session, 
the ’Young Turks’ led by Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Subash Chandra Bose 
who were clamouring for complete 
independence accepted Dominion 
Status  only after  Gandhij i ’s 
compromise formula of declaring 
complete independence if dominion 
status was not granted within one 
year. Purna Swaraj was declared 
as the goal of the Congress at the 
Lahore session of the Congress 
presided over by Jawaharlal Nehru. 
The Lahore Session also authorized 
the launching of Civil Disobedience 
movement under the leadership of 
Gandhiji who began the historic salt 
satyagraha on 11 March, 1930. 

If Motilal Nehru gave up his lucrative 
legal practice during the non-
cooperation movement, he donated 
his palatial Swaraj Bhavan during 
the civil disobedience movement, a 
decade later.  Frequent incarceration 

and drastic change of lifestyle took 
its toll on the health of Motilal Nehru 
and the great patriot passed away 
on 6 February 1931.  According 
to historian B. R. Nanda, “Motilal 
had a rational robust, secular and 
fearless outlook on life.  A brilliant 
lawyer, an eloquent speaker, a 
great parliamentarian, and a great 
organizer, Motilal Nehru was one 
of the most notable, and attractive 
figures of Indian Nationalism in the 
Gandhi era.”

The following year, in 1932, Madan 
Mohan Malaviya was elected the 
Congress President for the third 
time.  Earlier, he had participated 
in the Round Table Conference in 
London along with Gandhiji, but 
returned disappointed with the 
attitude of the Imperial government.  
At the Calcutta session of the Indian 
National Congress, in 1933, Pt. M 
M Malaviya passionately declared: 
“The attainment of this freedom will 
become easier if we will unite and 
work with one mind and purpose to 
achieve it.  I implore all Hindus and 
Musalmans, Sikhs, Christians and 
Parsees and all other countrymen 
to sink all communal differences 
and to establish political unity 
amongst all sections of the people. 
In the midst of much darkness, I 
see a clear vision that the clouds 
which have long been hanging over 
our heads are lifting.  Let every son 
and daughter do his or her duty to 
expedite the advent of the dawn of 
the day of freedom and happiness.  
Truth is on our side. Justice is 
with us. God will help us. We are 
sure to win.” The Benares Hindu 
society founded by Pt. Malaviya 
bears testimony to his historic 
contribution as a great educationist 
and social reformer.

Both Pt. Motilal Nehru and Pt. 
Madan Mohan Malaviya wil l 
be remembered by posterity 
for their selfless services and 
gigantic contribution in India’s 
independence movement during 
its pivotal phase. v

(The author is a Secy,  
Ex-servicemen Department)

TRIBUTES

Dr. Zakir Hussain
Birth Anniversary 
8th February

(1897-1969)

Gopal Krishan 
Gokhale
Birth Anniversary 
19th February

(1866-1915)

Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad
Death Anniversary 
22nd February

(1888-1958)

Chandrashekhar 
Azad
Death Anniversary 
27th February

(1906-1931)

Kamla Nehru
Death Anniversary 
28th February

(1899-1936)
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Sarojini Naidu (13 February 1879 – 2 March 1949), also 
known by the sobriquet The Nightingale of India, was a 

child prodigy, Indian independence activist and poet. Naidu 
was the first Indian woman to become the President of the 
Indian National Congress and the first woman to become 
the Governor of Uttar Pradesh state.

She was the daughter of Aghorenath Chattopadhyaya. He 
was a scientist and philosopher. He was the 
founder of the Nizam College, Hyderabad. 
Sarojini Naidu’s mother Barada Sundari 
Devi was a poetess and used to write poetry 
in Bengali. Sarojini Naidu was the eldest 
among eight siblings. One of her brothers 
Birendranath was a revolutionary and her 
other brother Harindranath was a poet, 
dramatist, and actor.

Sarojini Naidu was a brilliant student. She 
was proficient in Urdu, Telugu, English, 
Bengali, and Persian. At the age of twelve, 
Sarojini Naidu attained national fame when 
she topped the matriculation examination 
at Madras University. Her father wanted her 
to become a mathematician or scientist but 
Sarojini Naidu was interested in poetry. She 
started writing poems in English. Impressed 
by her poetry, Nizam of Hyderabad, gave her scholarship 
to study abroad. At the age of 16, she traveled to England 
to study first at King’s College London and later at Girton 
College, Cambridge. There she met famous laureates of 
her time such as Arthur Simon and Edmond Gausse. It was 
Gausse who convinced Sarojini to stick to Indian themes-
India’s great mountains, rivers, temples, social milieu, to 
express her poetry. She depicted contemporary Indian life 
and events. Her collections “The golden threshold (1905)”, 
“The bird of time (1912)”, and “The broken wing (1912)” 
attracted huge Indian and English readership.

National Movement
Sarojini Naidu joined the Indian national movement in 
the wake of partition of Bengal in 1905. She came into 
contact with Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Rabindranath 
Tagore, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Annie Besant, C.P.Rama 
Swami Iyer, Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. She 
awakened the women of India. She brought them out of 
the kitchen. She traveled from state to state, city after city 
and asked for the rights of the women. She re-established 
self-esteem within the women of India.

During 1915, Sarojini Naidu traveled all over India and 
delivered speeches on welfare of youth, dignity of labor, 
women’s emancipation and nationalism. In 1916, she took 
up the cause of the indigo workers of Champaran in the 
western district of Bihar.

In March 1919, the British government passed the Rowlatt 
Act by which the possession of seditious 
documents was deemed illegal. Mahatma 
Gandhi organized the Non-Cooperation 
Movement to protest and Naidu was the first 
to join the movement. Besides, Sarojini Naidu 
also actively campaigned for the Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms, the Khilafat issue, the 
Sabarmati Pact, the Satyagraha Pledge and 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

In 1919, she went to England as a member 
of the all-India Home Rule Deputation. 
In January 1924, she was one of the two 
delegates of the Indian National Congress 
Party to attend the East African Indian 
Congress.

In 1925, she was elected as the President of 
the Indian National Congress Party.  Sarojini 
Naidu presided over the annual session of 

Indian National Congress at Kanpur. Sarojini Naidu played 
a leading role during the Civil Disobedience Movement 
and was jailed along with Gandhiji and other leaders. In 
1942, Sarojini Naidu was arrested during the “Quit India” 
movement and was jailed for 21 months with Gandhiji. She 
shared a very warm relationship with Gandhiji and used 
to call him “Mickey Mouse”.

Poet
Besides her role and sacrifices in the Indian Nationalist 
Movement, Sarojini Naidu is also commended for her 
contribution in the field of poetry. Her works were so 
beautiful that many were transformed into songs. In 1905, 
her collection of poems was published under the title 
“Golden Threshold”. Later, she also published two other 
collections called “The Bird of Time”, and “The Broken 
Wings”.

After Independence, Sarojini Naidu became the Governor 
of Uttar Pradesh. She was India’s first woman governor. 
Sarojini Naidu died in office on March 2, 1949. v

TRIBUTES

SAROJINI NAIDU 
The Nightingale of India

(1879-1949) 
Sarojini Naidu

Birth Anniversary : 13th 
February
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STATESWATCH
ANDAMAN & NICOBAR

State level Political 
Conference held

Port Blair: The Pradesh Congress 
Committee, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands organized its 7th State Level 
Political Conference on 11th December, 
2011 at Rajiv Nagar, ITF Ground at Port 
Blair.

The Conference was attended by Dr. 
Shakeel Ahmed, General Secretary, 
AICC as a Chief Guest and Shri R. C. 
Khuntia, MP and Secretary, AICC as 
guest of honour. It is heartening to note 
that more than 12 thousand delegates 
attended the Conference from all over 
the islands including Tribal people’s 
delegates from Car Nicobar District.

Dr. Shakeel Ahmed Addressed the 
Conference and brought to notice of 
the gathering the achievements of UPA 
Govt. and Congress Party and also 
focused on the present political situation 
of the country. His address was very 
informative and knowledgeable which 
enlightened the delegate’s knowledge. 
Shri R. C. Khuntia explained in details 
the Lok Pal Bill and the govt. stand, 
and elaborated on all the Flagship 
programmes. The presence of these 
leaders was welcomed by the delegates.

Twenty two Political Resolution were 
passed in the Conference. Notable 
among them was a long pending 

demand of the peoples of the Island for 
formation of Legislative Assembly, or 
restoration of Pradesh Council and one 
nominated seat of MP in Rajya Sabha.

Seven Economic Resolutions were 
also passed in the Conference, namely 
Employment Generation Scheme 
for educated unemployed youths, 
Promotion to the post of Sub – Inspector 
in Police Department, Increase in 
honorarium of Municipal Councilor 
and PRIs, upward Revision of Minimum 
Wages of MGNREGA, Regularization of 
services of all Govt. servants requiring 
UPSC clearance, Better facilities for 
Anganwadi, Extension of Inland vassel 
(IV) water limits in A&N Islands etc.

Three resolution on Organizational 
matter was also considered and passed 
in the Conference.

Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, President, 
Pradesh Congress Committee in his 
welcome and Presidential Address 
touched on a number of local problems 
which are affecting the people of the 
islands and are for future development. 
Number of senior party leaders also 
addressed the conference highlighting 
the problems and to strengthen the 
party by enrolling more members 
Smt. Julie Senapathy, Zilla Parishad 
members of BJP after resigning her 
primary membership of BJP has joined 
Congress party. She was welcomed 
and garlanded by Dr. Shakeel Ahmed, 
General Secretary, AICC.

ANDHRA PRADESH
Coordination Committee 

Meet held

hyderabad: The first meeting of the 
newly constituted Andhra Pradesh 
Coordination Committee was held here 
on 5th January, 2012.

The meeting was attended by AICC 
general secretary and incharge, Shri 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, APCC president, 
Shri Botcha Satyanarayana, Shri N. 
Kirankumar Reddy, Shri Damodar 
Rajanarasimha, Shri D. Srinivas, MLC 
and former APCC presidents, Shri K. 

S. Rao, MP, Mohammed Ali Shabbir 
and Shri Chiranjivi, MLA. The second 
meeting of the Coordination Committee 
was held on 21st January, 2012.

homage to Mahatma

Later on 30th January, 2012, the 
Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee 
paid homage to the Father of the 
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi on his death 
anniversary.

homage to the Mahatma

hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh 
Congress Committee Linguistic Minority 
Cell paid homage to Mahatma Gandhi 
on his 64th death anniversary here at 
the Congress Bhawan on 30th January, 
2012. Linguistic Cell Chairman, Shri 
Ashok Singh paid rich floral tributes to 
the Mahatma by garlanding his statue 
and portrait.

The Congressmen paid tributes by 
recalling his service to the nation who 
joined the masses to rise against the 

NEwS
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The Congress flag was unfurled by Shri 
Modhwadia who also addressed the 
gathering and reminded of the history 
of the Congress Party. CLP leader, Shri 
Shaktisinh Gohil also addressed the 
people. The leaders also paid tributes to 
Dr. Hardikar, the father of the Seva Dal.

HARYANA
Republic Day Celebrated

Sonepat:  The Sonepat District 
Congress Committee celebrated 
the 63rd Republic Day here at the 
Congress Bhawan on 26th January, 
2012. The function was presided over 
by City Congress president, Shri Ashok 
Chhabra.

District Congress president, Shri 
Pradeep Singh Gautam addressed the 
gathering who also unfurled the national 
tricolor. Shri Gautam also remembered 
patriots and freedom fighters.

Also present were Congress Rural 
president, Shri Bhole Ram Jhangda, 
Municipal Council Chairman, Shri 
Laxmi Narayan Taneja, Shri Pramod 
Sharma, Pt. Sita Ram, Shri Santosh 
Gulia, Shri Ranbir Nirman, Shri Ram 
Karan Jangda, Sunita Lohchab, Monika 
Malik, Sunil Kataria, Neelam Baliyan 
with others.

British rule in a non – violent way in 
demanding the independence for our 
nation. Many senior Congress leaders 
and Congressmen gathered paying 
homage to the Mahatma.

Tributes to Pt. Motilal Nehru

hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh 
Congress Committee Linguist ic 
Minority Cell led by its Chairman, Shri 
Ashok Singh paid tributes to Pandit 
Motilal Nehru on his death anniversary 
here on 6th February, 2012.

Shri Ashok Singh garlanded the photo 
of Pandit Motilal Nehru with others 
including Shri Murli Mohan Singh, Shri 
Shailendra Singh, Sardar Guru Bachan 
Singh, Syed Afsar Ali, Shri A. V. Swamy, 
Shri Rajeshwar Rao, Shri Sanjeev, Shri 
Ashrith Jaiswal and Shri Mateen Ali.

BIHAR
Monitoring Committee 

Meeting held

Sasaram(Bihar): The Rohtas District 
Congress Committee here organized the 
first meeting of the Flagship Monitoring 
Committee on 10th January, 2012.

The meeting was presided over by 
District incharge, Shri Shiv Narayan 
Singh Yadav. The meeting explained in 
details about the various programmes 
of the Central government and the 
implementation of these programmes 
in Bihar. Around 25 members will 
be nominated to the monitoring 
committee which will oversee the 
proper implementation of the Central 
government funded schemes.

Sadbhawana yatra

Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
Committee Minority Cell, led by its 
convener, Shri Cecil Sah, organized a 
Sadbhawana Rally here on Christmas 
Eve.

The rally was jointly flagged off from 

the Congress State headquarters at 
the Sadauqat Ashram. The rally visited 
Churches, hospitals and localities to 
spread the message of peace and love 
and brotherhood among the people.

CHHATTISGARH
Representative’s Meeting 

held

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh 
Congress Committee organized a 
meeting of representatives from the 
Congress Municipal bodies and local self 
governments under Pradesh president, 
Shri Nand Kumar Patel and leader of the 
Opposition, Shri Ravindra Chaubey with 
other leaders Shri Vidhyacharan Shukla, 
Shri Arvind Netam, former minister, 
Shri Satyanarayan Sharma.

The meeting was organized as everyone 
felt that the money sent by the Centre 
was not given to the municipal bodies 
for the development work in the city. 
The leaders felt that there should not 
be any discrimination in the name of 
development.

There are many other schemes of the 
Central government which are people 
– friendly and job – oriented and which 
should also be implemented properly 
and the propaganda about it should also 
be made and this is your responsibility 
to see its implementation.

The meeting also discussed preparations 
for Mission 2013 and 2014 when the 
Assembly and General elections will be 
held respectively.

GUJARAT
Tributes to hardikar

Ahmedabad: The Gujrat Pradesh 
Congress Committee, led by its 
president, Shri Modhwadia, celebrated 
the Foundation Day of the Congress 
Party and the Foundation Day of the 
Seva Dal here on 25th January, 2012.

NEwS
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Tributes to Mahatma Gandhi

faridabad: The Rajiv Gandhi Study 
Circle, led by its Pradesh Secretary, Shri 
Vikas Verma, paid tributes to Father of 
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi here on 
30th January, 2012 on his martyrdom 
day.

A seminar was organized in colleges 
and the University where workshops 
were also held.

youth Congress Reception

faridabad: The Haryana Pradesh 
Youth Congress honoured and gave a 
rousing reception to Shri Deependra 
Hooda, MP from Rohtak on his arrival 
at the Youth Congress office in Teegaon 
Vidhan Sabha constituency recently.

The function was organized by Youth 
Congress Delegate, Shri Vikas Verma 
and the function was presided over by 
Pradhan Dharamvir Nagar.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Protest Rally

Solan(hP): The Congressmen, led by 
District Congress Committee president, 
Shri Rahul Singh Thakur, took out a 
protest march against the misdeeds 
of the present BJP government of the 
state.

The rally at the Mall Road, Shimla was 
led by Solan District president, Shri 
Rahul Singh Thakur, Solan District 
general secretary, Maj. Mohini with 
other local leaders and thereafter also 
handed over a memorandum to the 
state Governor through the DCC, Shri 
Palrasu.

MADHYA PRADESH
Protest by youth Congress

Bhopal: Bhopal District Youth Congress 
staged a protest here on Christmas day 
against the BJP government in the state.

A candle-lit march was also organized 
by the Youth Congress who opposed 
the BJP’s glorious way of highlighting 
its achievements in the state on the 
birthday of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee on 
25th December, 2011.

The function was attended by District 
Congress president, Shri P.C. Sharma, 
former Mayor Deepchand Yadav who 
also addressed the gathering.

Also  present  were  Shr i  Asmat 
Siddiqi, former District president and 
spokesperson, Shri Nitesh Nema with 
others.

Protest Rally

Ujjain: The Congressmen under the 
City District Congress Committee, 
Daulatganj Sarafa Bazar here under 
the leadership of Block president, 
Shri Azam Sheikh took out a protest 
rally against the misrule of the BJP 
government in the state.

The Congressmen protested against 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh government 
for the deteriorating law and order, 
black market of seeds and fertilizer, bad 
roads and irregular supply of power. 
Many protestors were arrested.

MAHARASHTRA
Awareness Programme

Mumbai: The Mumbai Regional 
Congress Committee (North East 
District), led by District secretary, Shri 
Rajesh V. Ingle carried out awareness 

programme of the Congress in Mulund 
District here on 4th January, 2012.

The programme was organized to make 
the people aware about the populist 
decisions of the Congress in the state.

Others in the programme included 
Block president, Shri Vijay Hadkar, 
Shri Santosh Sonawane, Shri Kailash 
Bombale, Shri Sanjay Jha, Shri Arvind 
Mondkar, Ms. Nita Joshi, Ms. Archana 
Indulkar, Shri Anil Singh, Shri Rakesh 
Singh, Shri Manbodh Singh, Shri Govind 
Gohil, Shri Ramesh Sharma, Shri Vithal 
Satpute and Shri Shekar Pardeshi.

PUNJAB
world youth Day held

Gurdaspur: The Punjab Pradesh 
Congress Committee celebrated the 
World Youth Day on 12th January, 
2012 and on this occasion birthdays 
of Swamy Vivekanand and of Smt. 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra were celebrated 
with pomp and gay.

The function was presided over by the 
Chairman of the Doctor Cell, Sardar 
Satnam Singh Nijjar. Election observer, 
Ch. Khazan Singh was the main speaker 
who exhorted the youth to support the 
Congress in the Assembly elections.

UTTAR PRADESH
126th Congress foundation 

Day Celebrated

Allahabad:  The City Congress 
Committee including its frontal 

NEwS
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organizations celebrated the 126th 
foundation day of Indian National 
Congress at the party office at Jawahar 
Square here on 28th December, 2011.

City Mayor unfurled the Congress 
flag in presence of Seva Dal workers. 
While addressing the gathering he 
said the Congress took the plank of 
truth, non-violence and secularism 
as its guiding principle to which the 
entire nation pledged its support. 
Mayor called upon the men party to 
work hard for the victory of party 
in forthcoming assembly elections 
to fulfill the mission 2012 of Rahul 
Gandhi for the betterment of the 
State.

Conducting the proceedings, party 
spokesman, Shri Kishore Varshney 
said the Congress party had a long 
and glorious history ever since its 
inception on 28th December, 126 
years ago.

UPCC Minority Department Convener 
Fuzail Hashmi said the Congress is 
the biggest party in the world based 
on secularism.

The men party also paid tributes 
to former minister Shri Salig Ram 
Jaiswal and former MLC and City 
Congress President Pt. Kedar Nath 
Malviya on their death anniversary.

Among those who addressed the 
meeting were Fuzail Hashmi, Dr. 
Ramesh Jaiswal, Rajendra Agrawal, 
Virendra Mishra, Tulsi Das Sonkar, 
Asha Pathak, Prashant Sonkar, 
Ch. Kedar Nath, Mata Prasad Hela, 
Hari Mohan Mishra, Jai Prakash 
maheshwari, Sita Ram Gupta, Sunil 
Srivastava, Mohd. Hashim, Ravindra 
Jaiswal, Dharmendra Sonkar, Irshad 
Ullah, Paras Nath Vishwakarma, 
Vinod Gupta, Anupam Vishwakarma, 
Vimal Gupta, Surendra Yadav, Jabee 
Ullah, Khunnu Lal Agrahari, Sunil 
Jaiswal and others. v

lucknow: Women’s rally was held 
here on 12th February, 2012 at the 
Scindia Inter – College under the 
leadership of All – India Vichar 
Vibhag President, Dr. Girija Vyas. 
The rally had a very large gathering. 
It was presided over by UPCC 
president, Dr. Rita Bahuguna Joshi.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Girija 
Vyas said that during the Mayawati 
government, the women of the 
state were feeling very unsafe and 
insecure because the incidents of 
rape had increased. The people have 
been deprived of the basic facilities 
of health and education. Dr. Girija 
Vyas said that there was no sign of 
progress and development in the 
state and even the central funds 
were not utilized properly. She 
appealed the women to vote for the 

Women’s Rally at lucknow

Congress and help in the formation 
of a Congress government in UP 
under the guidance of Shri Rahul 
Gandhi. The time has now come 
for the Congress to rule the State 
of UP as the people, particularly 
the youth have decided to have 
development and that is possible 
only in Congress’ rule.

Girija ji said that she was surprised 
and shocked that no work had taken 
place for development and progress 
in the state for the last 22 years. She 
said that while the nation is making 
rapid progress an all fronts, Uttar 
Pradesh was sliding backwards 
and the poor people were not able 
to rise above poverty line. UPCC 
President Dr. Bahuguna Joshi who 
also addressed the rally said that the 
law and order has become worse. v
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N a i n i t a l ,  H a l d w a n i , 
Kaladhungi, Ramnagar, 
Kashipur, Bajpur, Rudrapur.  
They also addressed press 
conferences in Pauri , 
Srinagar, Lansdowne and 
Dehradun.

In addition Lt. Gen. (Retd.) 
Gambhir Singh Negi was 
invited by some of the 
candidates to address 
meetings in Garhwal region.  
Maj Gen (Retd.) J C Pant 
camped in Haldwani and 
campaigned for Congress candidates 
in a number of constituencies 
in Kumaon region.  Other office 
bearers of the Uttarakhand PCC Ex-
Servicemen Department who actively 
participated in the campaign were: 
Col S P Guleria, Maj. Raj Bahadur 
Thapa, Maj. H S Chaudhary, Capt PS 
Khandari, Subedar Nagender Singh 
Rawat, Hav. Balbir Pawar, Subedar 
Govind Singh Rawat, Capt. Arjun 
Singh Bisht, Sh. Anoop Singh Bisht 
and Capt. Bindu Singh Mohini

Ex-Servicemen in the above meetings 
were motivated to vote for Congress 
candidates and they were apprised 
of the number of steps taken by 

During the month the AICC Ex-
Servicemen Dept. concentrated 

all its energies in election going 
states of Uttarakhand and Punjab as 
these two States have a very large 
population of Ex-Servicemen.  

The Chairman, Maj. Ved Prakash 
addressed a  largely  attended 
meeting of Ex-Servicemen in Tanda 
(District Hoshiarpur) alongwith Capt. 
Amarinder Singh, President, Punjab 
PCC and Maj. Gen (Retd.) Govind 
Pal Dwivedi, Chairman, Punjab PCC 
Ex-Servicemen Dept.  The response of 
the Ex-Servicemen in these meeting 
was extremely encouraging and all the 
Ex-Servicemen present assured their 
support to Congress.  The Chairman 
also addressed Ex-Servicemen and 
public meeting from 22 to 28 January, 
2012 in the districts of Mohali, Patiala, 
Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur and 
Amritsar.

Capt. Praveen Davar, Secretary 
AICC Ex-Servicemen Department 
camped in Uttarakhand from 18 
January to 28 January, 2012 and 
addressed meetings/interacted with 
Ex-Servicemen  in 36 constituencies 
spread across the Districts of 
Dehradun, Chamoli, Rudraprayag, 
Tehri Garhwal, Haridwar, Garhwal, 
Almora, Nainital and Udham Singh 
Nagar.  

Amongst those who accompanied 
Capt. Praveen Davar were Hony. 
Capt. Balbir Singh Rawat, Chairman, 
Uttarakhand PCC Ex-Servicemen 
Dept . ,  L t .  Col .  Bharat  S ingh 
Rawat and Subedar Y S Negi.  The 
constituencies covered by Capt. 
Praveen Davar and his team were 
Karnprayag, Rudraprayag, Deoprayag, 
Narendranagar, Tehri, Chakrata, 
Vikasnagar, Sahaspur, Dharampur, 
Raipur, Rajpur Road, Dehradun 
Cantt. Mussorie, Doiwala, Rishikesh, 
Hardwar,  Ranipur,  Jwalapur, 
Bhagwanpur, Roorkee, Yamkeshwar, 
Pauri, Srinagar, Lansdowne, Kotdwar, 
Dwarahat, Ranikhet, Almora, Bhimtal, 

Ex-SERVICEMEN REPORT

UTTARAKHAND, PUNJAB EX-SERVICEMEN 
SUPPORT CONGRESS

successive Congress govts. for their 
welfare, especially the three fold hike 
in their pensions  and substantial 
improvement in medical facilities 
under UPA 1 and UPA 2.  They were 
also told to reject parties that are 
based on ideologies of communalism, 
casteism and regionalism.  The Ex-
Servicemen were convinced that 
it is only the Congress that can 
eradicate corruption and ensure 
speedy development of the states.

During the following month the AICC 
Ex-Servicemen Department will be 
organising Ex-Servicemen meetings 
in selected constituencies of U.P. till 
the end of campaign in the State. v

CONGRESS: ITS ROLE IN NATION 
BUILDING PROCESS

...continued from page 29

Nirman and Flagship programmes like National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme, National Rural Health Mission, and Jawaharlal Nehru National 
Urban Renewal Mission were launched to bridge the employment, health and 
infrastructure gap. These have been complemented by specific policies for 
inclusion of SCs, STs , minority and women. In Fact, the Right to Information 
Act, enacted in 2005, one of the biggest achievements of the UPA. The RTI has 
significantly contributed towards greater transparency and accountability in 
public life. In fact, the sustained efforts to usher in ‘inclusive’ growth in India 
have been yielding considerable and significant results. 

The Congress party has adopted the path of ‘fast, sustainable and inclusive 
growth’ to bring in broad base development and to bridge the divide between 
regions, between rural-urban and between people in every sector of the 
economy. So that every individual, an aam aadmi is able to contribute and play 
a role in building a stronger economy and a much stronger self-reliant India.

(The author is a freelance writer)
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The month of January kept All India Mahila Congress 
busy with the Assembly Elections in Uttarakhand 

& Punjab. Smt. Anita Verma, President, AIMC were 
in Uttarakhand for about 10 days, supervising and 
monitoring the election campaign carried out by Mahila 
Congress observers deputed by AIMC as well as the 
local unit.

Before going to Uttarakhand, AIMC President addressed 
a public meeting in Pune to  commemorate the 
Birth Anniversary of Kranti Jyoti Savitribai Phule 
on 3rd January 2012in which about 1500 Mahila 
Congress functionaries were present. The programme 
was organized by Smt. Kamal Vyavhare, President 
Maharashtra PMC in which Dr. Shobhna Shah, Vice 
President AIMC and Inchare Maharashtra & Mumbai 
and Smt. Deepti Chaudhary Vice President AIMC 
were present. On 5th January 2012, AIMC President 
addressed a meeting of Dadra & Nagar Haveli Mahila 
Congress organized by Smt. Kanchanaben Joshi 
President of the UT Mahila Congress is which about 

4000 women were present. She was accompanied by 
Smt. Deepti Chaudhary. On 7th January 2012, AIMC 
President addressed an audience of 3000 Mahila 
Congress workers in Goa. The meeting was organized 
by Smt. Cintia D’Silva President Goa PMC. Smt. Varsha 
Gaikwad also organized a meeting for AIMC President 
on 2nd January 2012 in Mumbai.

Dr. Shobhna Shah Vice President, AIMC Incharge 
Maharashtra & Mumbai visited Mumbai, Solapur, 
Kolahapur, Sangli and Pimpri Chinchwad to hold 
organizational meetings in order to galvanize Mahila 
Congress cadre for Corporation and ZP elections. 
Smt. Parminder Kaur, General Secretary and Incharge 
Rajasthan toured Jaipur, Tonk, Sawai Madhopur and 
Dousa districts to hold meetings at the block level. 
Smt. Naznin Farouque, General Secretary, AIMC 
Incharge West Bengal visited North 24 Parganas, Central 
Kolkata and Burrabazar. Smt. A.S. Maheshwari, Vice 
President AIMC addressed a fishermen’s meeting in 
Ramanathapuram district in Tamilnadu. v

Mahila Congress Report

A REPORT
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 AICC 
DIARY
NEGATIVE POLITICS

Shri Manish Tewari said the last one 
year has been characterized by the 
negative politics of the BJP. The last 
year commenced with the opposition 
especially the BJP trying its best to 
create spectra of negativism on the 
2-G issue in the country. One year later 
the jury is still out in the JPC whether 
the CAG at all had the authority to 
calculate the presumptive loss. Even 
on the Lokpal Bill, heavens would 
not have fallen if the BJP would have 
supported the Bill which was passed 
in the Lok Sabha. After all the same 
political parties, the same political 
formations which passed the Bill in the 
Lok Sabha are also present in the Rajya 
Sabha. All this negativism impacted 
the investment in the growth climate. 
Let us hope that 2012 ushers in an 
era of positive politics in this country. 
Opposition by the opposition for the 
sake of opposing does not continue to 
remain their only signature tune and 
only the swan song. Reason and sanity 
may prevail in the political discourse. 
Monday, 2nd January 2012

HYPOCRISY OF BJP
Shri Abhishek Singhvi said hypocrisy 
of BJP is like a Himalayan peak. 
There is no wider hiatus between 
preaching and practice that you can 
ever find anywhere. As we have said 
it is imperative for Mr. Advani to 
immediately embark on ‘rath-yatra’. 
This ‘rath-yatra’, however, will be by 
the BJP for the BJP because Mr. Advani 
should know that this country does not 
require education about corruption. His 
party does. His party needs to be told 
the true scope of corruption. It is the 
most fertile ground for promoting and 
encouraging corrupt people. We are 
told this is the purificatory right which 
happens when allegedly corrupt get in 
to the BJP. It is very sad that polluters 
are welcomed and you are told that 
everybody has become pure instead of 
polluted. They are the savior of Judeo. 
Look at their forked tongue. They count 
the cash with Bangaru Laxman. Look 
at their hypocrisy. They bow out and 
kneel before Yeddyuruppa. Look at 
their preaching without practice. They 
support Reddy brothers till recently 
and the distinguished gallery which 

they have built up is not limited to Mr. 
Kushwaha alone. The distinguished 
gallery includes Mr. Satish, Mr. Sakshi 
Maharaj, Mr. Badshah Singh, and 
Mr. Dhananjay Singh and there are 
many more names. The voter has an 
alternative between a party which is 
encouraged, protected and given power 
& position and pelf to such people for 
five years the licence to loot UP. The 
other alternative projected before the 
electorate is those who welcome them 
on the eve of the election after giving 
lectures to the whole country about 
corruption and taking out ‘rath-yatra’. 
These are the two birds with the same 
feather. They always flock together. 
Necessarily the BJP and the BSP 
understand each others’ culture. One 
practices utter hypocrisy by seeking to 
expel them a few weeks before election 
and the other welcomes them. The BJP 
has no need to carry a delegation to 
the Hon’ble President of India to shed 
crocodile tears on the Lokpal.   Friday, 
6th January 2012

FIGHT FOR PRINCIPLES OR POWER
Shri Rashid Alvi said that to gain power 
in politics is not a big thing, power in 
itself is nothing. The important thing 
in politics is principles. The fight is 
between principles. But when the fight 
takes place for power instead then the 
principles have no value and such fight 
is not of principles but a fight for power. 
When the fight is for power then no 
good work can be done, the target and 
purpose is to achieve power. Power is 
one way of following on principles and 
implementing them as power is nothing 
in itself. But in history you must have 
seen that whenever people have fought 
by sidelining the principles to achieve 
power, then they get lost.  Shri Kushwha 
in the BJP had made an application that 
his membership be kept suspended till 
the CBI gives him clean chit and the 
BJP Chief had given his approval on the 
application. The BJP does not know as 
to what principles they are fighting for. 
They are in such a hurry to get power, 
they are in such greed to run after power 
putting aside the principles and start 
running in that direction which will 
give them power. If they come to know 
that power can be achieved in the name 
of Ram then they start taking out Ram 
rath – yatra. Someone has said that 
power in the state can be achieved by 
including Shri Kushwaha so they blindly 
included him. This they realized after 
the news appeared in newspaper that 
this was not BJP but is Blunder Janta 
Party. When this was found out then his 
membership was suspended. We do not 

know weather he is in the BJP or he is 
out of BJP. Monday, 09 January, 2012

MISCHIEVOUS ACT  
Shri Manish Tiwari said that there were 
surprising news in the newspapers 
about the unfurling of Pakistan flag 
in the districts of Bijapur and Sindigi 
in Karnataka. The background of this 
incident is that some people unfurled 
the Pakistani flag in front of the Tehsil 
office here on 1st January and tried to 
put the blame on certain community. 
When the police made the enquiries 
it found this was the deeds of the Sri 
Ram Sena workers who took up the 
responsibility and were also arrested 
and were sent to jail. In jail also these 
people fought with other jail mates. 
But another surprising thing happened 
where the Sri Ram Sena called a Press 
debate where they announced that 
the arrested people were not from Sri 
Ram Sena. It was further revealed that 
the police was forced to say that RSS 
workers as their workers. This incident 
did not happen in Congress – ruled state 
but in the BJP – ruled state of Karnataka. 
The allegations were made between Sri 
Ram Sena and the RSS. The outcome 
from such incident showed that such 
incidents can happen and which also 
shows that we have such political 
organizations in our country. I want 
to say more about this organization 
as this incident was performed on 
the directive of some selected BJP 
representatives. Shri Tiwari said that we 
have such political organizations who 
call themselves attached to our Cultural 
Nationalism and can stoop down to any 
level to remain in politics. The question 
becomes important as such serious 
incidents pose a big question and the 
enquiry of it should be handed over to 
the CBI so that the truth comes out and 
can also reveal such serious puzzles that 
have remained unsolved. Wednesday, 
11 January

RESERVATION FOR WOMEN
Shri Rashid Alvi said that in Delhi the 
Congress gave 50 percent reservation 
to women in the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation and this happened for the 
first time in the country. We had made 
this promise and which was a big step 
forward in this direction. As per our 
promise of 33% reservation for women, 
we got it passed in the Rajya Sabha but 
some other political parties who talk 
one thing in Parliament and some thing 
in public did not pass this Bill. Shri 
Alvi said that our party is committed 
towards this promise and said that our 
next step would be pass this Bill.

PRESS BRIEfINGS



Shri Alvi said that as per the promise 
made by the UPA government we 
had made 4.5% reservation for the 
minorities in our manifesto in 2009 but 
unfortunately the Election Commission 
has put a ban on this though we had 
made this announcement much 
before the elections. The Election 
Commission by that time had not made 
any declaration about the elections in 
five states. As the EC is a constitutional 
body, we did not make any comment or 
criticism about it against the EC.  Friday, 
13 January, 2012.

MANY BSP MEN DENIED TICKETS
Shri Abhishek Singhvi said the cat 
is finally out of the bag. The UP 
Government and its Chief Minister 
have clearly accepted and it is now 
documented that more than or about 
50% of those who are given BSP tickets 
are either considered incompetent or 
corrupt or have done no work in their 
constituencies and hence are not fit to 
be repeated. Over 100 such persons 
have been denied tickets on the specific 
grounds of having done no work in their 
constituency or having been indicted 
for illegality or corruption and are 
facing legal proceedings in that regard.    
Monday, 16th January 2012

REAL FACE OF BJP
Shri Rashid Alvi said that once again 
the real face of the BJP has come in 
front. The Gujarat High Court has 
given a decision against the Gujarat 
government. It seems that the BJP is 
not serious in forming the Lokayukt. 
It is repeatedly creating some on the 
other legal problem and raising vogue 
excuse, the Gujarat government does 
not want the formation of Lokayukt. 
This is the double – Standard of the 
BJP. In Delhi they were talking about 
a strong Lokayukt. In Parliament 
they were talking of the attack on the 
Constitutional Structure. They were 
talking of making strong Lokayukt at 
Jantar Mantar but in Gujarat they do 
not want to make a Lokayukt. For the 
past eight years there is no Lokayukt 
in Gujarat. They say some thing in 
Parliament, they say some thing at 
Jantar Mantar and say some thing 
before the Media and this reveals their 

real face. Wednesday, 18 January, 2012

CONGRESS’S MARCH TOWARDS 
VICTORY

Shri Abhishek Singhvi said the Congress 
party’s march towards victory in the 
forthcoming elections is clear, is 
certain and is obviously unsettling 
for our political adversaries. I am not 
going to go into the specifics but our 
internal analysis, assessments and 
reports indicate that we are progressing 
towards historic figures in each of the 
States going to the polls in the near 
future. Some external polls and surveys 
have also confirmed this but we are not 
relying on them, we rely on our internal 
assessments. We have no doubt that the 
march of progress in Punjab is vigorous, 
is conclusive and is decisive as far as 
the Congress party and its figures in 
the electoral results are concerned. 
The figures will show that we are 
certainly not relying merely on cyclical 
anti-incumbency. The verdict will show 
how there is a positive huge upsurge 
of support.   Friday, 20th January 2012

CMS IN-WAITING IN UP
Shri Abhishek Singhvi said the BJP 
is close to the vanishing point in 
all the three northern States going 
to the polls Uttarakhand, UP and 
Punjab. In Uttarakhand it is seeing the 
writing on the wall and a clear certain 
unseating of the government in power. 
In Uttarakhand people are asking again 
and again as to how the same party 
can seek their vote when on its own 
admission they have changed their 
own Chief Minister on the grounds 
of five years of mis-governance and 
corruption. Despite desperate attempts 
to fool the public this gimmick is not 
working in the electoral campaigns 
in Uttarakhand since it is based on an 
admission by the BJP itself. In Uttar 
Pradesh, it is interesting that nobody 
is talking about the BJP at all not for 
the second seat nor for the third or for 
the fourth seat. The BJP used to be a 
squabbling group at the centre with 
more than one PM-in-waiting. It has 
now been reduced in UP to the smallest 

possible squabbling group of many 
CMs-in-waiting. It is nothing but CMs-
in-waiting which is passing off as a party 
in UP which is why it has disappeared 
from the electoral landscape of UP. 
There are many supposed Generals 
there but no BJP soldier to carry the 
party’s campaign forward.   Wednesday, 
25th January 2012

OUR PROMISE TO THE PEOPLE
Shri Rashid Alvi said that the heat of 
the election was on in the five states 
going to election. The Congress party is 
doing all efforts among the people and 
will emerge victorious. In a democracy, 
election is the only way in the country 
and the states that a political parties 
can implement their programmes. In 
all five states, the Congress is hopeful 
that when the results of the election are 
out, Congress will emerge victorious 
in all five states and our programmes 
for the farmers, for the women, for the 
minorities and for the general public, 
we shall be able to implement them. 
Vision 2020 is being launched in UP 
today under which 20 lakh unemployed 
will get jobs, farming minority society 
people like ST/SC and women, we shall 
do whatever possible for them. With this 
we shall also give protection to farmers 
in acquiring their land which is an 
important issue. Alongwith  it providing 
power – water and roads which are bad 
in UP. Electricity is just for name sake. 
In the past 20 years, the situation in UP 
has only worsened by every passing day. 
We have made a promise to implement 
what we have said in our manifesto 
to give good education, good health 
service, good diet for the poor people 
and for the landless farmers and see 
that it once again becomes the number 
one state as before. Unfortunately in 
the past 22 years, the BJP, SP and the 
BSP governments has pushed UP to the 
brink of backwardness but if Congress 
comes back to power, it will make 
UP the number one state once again.  
Friday, 27 January, 2012

Tom Vadakkan, 
Media Secretary, AICC
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