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The Modi Government has now coined a new definition to the words nationalist, patriot or for that 
matter tolerant. Anyone who does not subscribe to the ideology of the RSS or the Modi Government 
and dares to voice dissent is now anti national, un-patriotic and Intolerant who must leave this 

country to find home in the neighboring country. It is now a pre condition to a peaceful life in India to 
be a faithful follower of the RSS or Modi government. It is in this context that we strongly condemn the 
barbaric attack on Journalists and Students within the precincts of the Patiala House Court complex. The 
Delhi police chose to stand by as mute spectators and refused to stop the perpetrators of the violence, while 
people were being mercilessly beaten in broad daylight. 

The Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi visited the JNU campus to express his solidarity with the 
genuine students of the university. While condemning the voicing of anti India slogans by a motely group 
of youngsters some of whom may not even have been students, Rahul ji said he does not need lessons in 
nationalism from the BJP and the RSS as it was in his blood. It was not for the government to muzzle the 
voice of dissent in our campuses by use of brutal force and instead should allow the voicing of divergent 
opinion in our vibrant democracy.

The level of intolerance has breached all levels of decency when a BJP legislator from Rajasthan has called 
for Sh. Rahul Gandhi to be hanged or shot for going to the JNU calling his visit anti national. Rahul Gandhi 
needs no certificate of Nationalism nor does the Congress party need such a certificate from BJP or RSS. The 
contribution of the Nehru –Gandhi family in the freedom struggle the assassination of two members of the 
family, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi, are known to everyone. Such remarks against the Vice President 
of the Grand Old Party which fought for the independence, scarified many lives and has govern India for 
almost six decades is in very bad taste and the BJP led Rajasthan Government must take immediate legal 
action as well as expel this MLA from the assembly.. 

It is that time of the year when the incumbent government sets the agenda for how it proposes to manage the 
fiscal health of the country by presenting the yearly budget. The Indian economy is in shambles and exports 
have declined for 14 months in a row. Despite gloating on figures of growth in economy the real position 
on the ground is different. Business is showing a downward trend the value of Rupee is fast devaluating and 
a spirit of gloom is falling on the populace. The government doesn’t know what to do despite having the 
benefit of highly lowered international crude prices. The loss that the Banking industry is experiencing is 
also due to the sad state of the economy. The values of the shares of the banking sector have fallen to almost 
50 per cent reducing the viability of the banks. The write offs of bad debts has reached alarming proportions 
in the last two years. 

The key issues of economy remain unaddressed and we sincerely hope that the finance minister touches 
relevant issues instead of making cosmetic announcements and more promises, for which this government 
is known. 

The revelations about the real estate dealings, of the daughter of the chief minister of the home state of 
the Prime Minister and the BJP President, Gujarat. is drawing a lot of dissatisfaction and raised eyebrows. 
Precious land in non-conforming eco zone has been allotted to the people intrinsically linked to the lady in 
question. The PM who voices his "Mann ki Baat" every month has not said a word on such a serious matter. 
As it is, the PM chooses to remain silent on all relevant issues and has chosen to do so once again. Whether 
it be JNU or Patiala House Court or Gujarat etc. etc. he has decided not to voice his opinion. It is time the 
PM addressed the nation on real issues.

The continuous attacks on our establishments on the border have increased alarmingly. There has been 
loss of precious lives both of our forces personnel as well as the civilian population. There is clearly some 
inadequacy in maintaining of the border posts and the government needs to apply its mind as to what steps 
need to be taken to stop such infiltration. v
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Never before in the history of Independent India has there been a Government 

that is so intolerant to dissent. Any one, be it political parties, groups of 

intellectuals, artists or for that matter the youth, especially students who were 

mesmerized by the promises of the Prime Minister of a booming economy and 

jobs for the asking that he held in the run up of the General Elections, find 

themselves accused of being anti national by the Modi Government. The new 

definition of being a Nationalist in the current government is being a follower 

of RSS or pro BJP. 

In JNU, instead of taking action against a handful of youth who had given 

adequate warning of their intention by the posters they had pasted and pamphlets 

that they had distributed, the Government chose to use this as an opportunity to 

target the university that has always been opposed to their ideology. The stark 

reality is staring us in the face that the saffaronisation of universities is muzzling 

the voice of the students whether it is at Hyderabad, Pune or JNU. Institutions 

like AMU and Jamia Millia too have not escaped their notice.

The point of ridicule is that those who were mute spectators to the tyranny of 

the Imperial Government in the pre independence era and had amongst its ilk 

people like Godse, the radical leader who assassinated the Father of the Nation 

Mahatma Gandhi, are trying to preach lessons on Nationalism and patriotism 

to the grand old party whose history is replete with instances of sacrifices in the 

struggle for independence. They even refused to hoist the Indian flag on their 

premises for 52 years after independence. The National Flag is by itself a symbol 

of our national pride.

The Modi Government must stop its attitude of intolerance towards dissent 

and debate and stop suppressing the freedom to expression that has been the 

hallmark of the diversity of India and has survived till so far. 
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CWC Meet

Statement issued after Meeting of the Congress Working 
Committee on February 22nd, 2016 at 10 Janpath, New 
Delhi

Disturbing developments have taken place in 
recent months across the country. These have 
been engineered by the BJP, RSS and affiliated 

organizations. What has been happening is part of a 
deliberate plan to divert attention from the Central 
Government’s numerous failures—the failures to revive the 
economy, to control food inflation, to translate grandiose 
announcements into reality on the ground, to deal 
effectively with growing rural distress and to improve the 
internal security situation. 

Constitutional values and democratic norms are under 
systematic assault. What has happened in a leading 
institution of higher learning and indeed in similar 

institutions, and the violence and hooliganism that 
happened in a court in the nation’s capital has shocked the 
Nation. It is a planned attack on the freedom of expression 
and the freedom to differ. A totally manufactured debate 
on patriotism and nationalism is being generated 
through manipulated news-clips to cover up the 
Government’s failures and its heavy-handedness in 
dealing with student protesters. the Government has 
also made a mockery of its commitment to social justice 
by making insensitive statements on the background of a 
young student in another institution of higher learning, 
who was forced to take his promising life because of caste 
discrimination. 

Educational institutions are not only the target, but have 
been a high priority in the RSS’s nefarious agenda to impose 
their ideology in the universities and colleges. Professional 
agencies like the NIA have been completely emasculated 

Disturbing Developments have taken place in 
recent months across the country. 

these have been engineereD by the bJp, rss anD 
affiliateD organizations
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the founDations of communal harmony are being 
systematically eroDeD: smt sonia gandhi
CP Speech at CWC meeting 22 February, 2016

We are meeting today under most disturbing 
circumstances, circumstances that are causing 
grave disquiet across the country. 

The ruling establishment seems to have lost all 
sense of balance, and of proportion. 

It appears determined to undermine all democratic 
norms. 

It seems hell-bent to destroy the spirit of 
inquiry, the spirit of questioning, the spirit 
of debate and dissent. 

First, it muzzled our voice in the Lok Sabha.

Then it silenced civil society activists and organizations. 

Now is the turn of universities. Universities are places where young people must 
have the fullest freedom to express themselves. 

Social justice is being demeaned by callousness to victims of caste discrimination 
The foundations of communal harmony are being systematically eroded. 
Professional organizations are becoming the mouthpiece of those in power. 
Courts are being turned into akharas. Elected governments are being subverted. 

No action has been taken against blatant corruption in BJP-ruled states for 
which there is clear evidence.

The economy is just not picking up regardless of the government’s tall claims.

Farmers and rural labour are in a deep crisis. 

Prices of essential commodities are placing an intolerable burden on crores of 
families.

Social sector spending is being squeezed.

To cover up its many failures, the ruling establishment has once again unleashed 
its divisive agenda by generating a wholly unwarranted debate on patriotism and 
nationalism. 

Simply put, democratic and liberal values are under severe assault.

The freedom to think and speak are being drastically curtailed.

Parliament meets tomorrow. Contrary to what the government has been 
saying, let me once and for all make it absolutely clear—we want Parliament to 
function, to legislate. the problem is not with us, it is with the government 
which refuses to accept that the democratic right of the Opposition is to 
raise burning public issues for debate and discussion. It is the government’s 
responsibility to ensure that Parliament functions. 

I thought we should meet against this disturbing background and take stock of 
what is happening on various fronts. v

calling into serious question the 
Government’s commitment to 
fighting terrorism. What has been 
done in Arunachal Pradesh, a 
most sensitive and strategic border 
state, is nothing but murder of the 
Constitution. The voices of civil 
society organizations, NGOs and 
social activists who are playing a 
valuable role are being muzzled and 
their credentials made suspect.

the fabric of communal harmony 
is being systematically eroded and 
the atmosphere for social harmony 
being systematically vitiated. the 
language used by BJP leaders is 
objectionable, unacceptable and 
must be condemned by one and all. 
An organization that never took 
part in the freedom movement, 
that never showed any respect to 
the Father of the Nation and which 
never demonstrated any devotion 
to the national flag is hardly in a 
position to hand out certificates 
of patriotism and nationalism to 
Congress and its leadership. 

The Congress Party expresses grave 
concern over the outbreak of violence 
in Haryana where the situation 
has been totally mishandled by an 
incompetent state government. The 
Congress Party appeals to all sections 
of the people of Haryana to abjure 
violence and restore peace. 

the Congress Party will, in 
cooperation with other like-minded 
parties, raise these and other issues 
when Parliament begins tomorrow. 
Parliament’s duty is to debate 
and legislate. the Congress is 
fully conscious of its duties. It has 
always been constructive when in 
Opposition. But the responsibility 
for creating an atmosphere conducive 
to the smooth functioning of 
Parliament is that of the Government. 
It is actually the Government that 
has miserably failed to ensure that 
Parliament functions normally. v
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As you are aware, on 2nd  February 2006, Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and myself had launched 
MGNREGA from Bandlapalli in Anantapur district of 

Andhra Pradesh.

Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee is organising a Public 
Meeting in Bandlapalli, Anantapur to celebrate 10 years of 
MGNREGA on 2nd  February, 2016.  Shri Rahul Gandhi will 
address the meeting.

Shri Raghuveera Reddy, President, APCC has very kindly invited 
me to attend the meeting.

When Parliament was debating the issue of formation of 
telangana, I, as the then Prime Minister had assured the 
people of Andhra Pradesh that Government will grant 
Andhra Pradesh the Special Category Status.  Unfortunately, 
UPA lost election in 2014 and the BJP Government now in 
power in Delhi has refused to honour the solemn commitment 

I had made as Prime Minister to grant special category status 
to Andhra.

Removal of Poverty has been the Prime concern of Congress 
Party.   Much has been done but a lot remains to be done. 
MGNREGA has special role in helping the poor and 
downtrodden to earn a living in an honourable way. The UPA 
Government had launched MGNREGA in 2006.   Initially 
covering 200 districts in 27 States to provide guaranteed 
employment to rural households for 100 days.   In 2008, the 
coverage of the scheme was extended to all the districts of the 
country.  In the following 6 years, an amount of Rupees Two 
Lakh Crores was allocated under MGNREGA and the Scheme 
now benefits 34.30 crore poor households providing them with 
employment. 

the National Common Minimum Programme of UPA 
had promised to bring in an Act for guaranteeing rural 
employment. We also provided to launch a National Food for 

10th ANNIverSAry

Speech of former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh on the 10th Anniversary of 
the launch of MGNREGA at Bandlapalli, Andhra Pradesh - 02 February, 2016

from the archives

‘a revolutionary programme for 
rural Development’

(The speech of Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, during the discussion on National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Bill 2004 on 18 August 2005 in the Lok Sabha)

the employment guarantee act is the 
most significant legislation of our 

times: Dr manmohan singh

I believe this is a historic occasion. 
Today, we are fulfilling the most 
important promise made in the 

Congress Party’s manifesto of 2004. 
Today, we are fulfilling the most important 
pledge contained in the National 
Common Minimum Programme of our 
UPA government. 

Anyone who lives or travels extensively in 
rural India, will be only too aware of the 
large numbers of people desperately in 
need of work. The lack of infrastructure 

is also all-too-evident. 

Through this landmark legislation, the 
National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Bill, we will be addressing both these 
issues, and bringing about fundamental 
changes in our villages where two out 
of every three of our countrymen and 
women live. 

Through this legislation we will begin to 
deliver to them what is their right, their 
entitlement guaranteed employment, so 
that they can live a better life.

It was in April 2002 at the Guwahati 
Conclave of the Congress Chief Ministers 
that we first discussed the idea of a national 
rural employment guarantee programme 

in the form we are considering today. 

Subsequent meetings of Congress chief 
ministers in Mount Abu later that year 
and Srinagar in 2003 again underscored 
the importance of providing assured 
employment security. That is how our 
pledge for the enactment of such a 
legislation became the center piece of our 
party’s manifesto of 2004. 

In the background of severe distress 
caused by drought in the early 1970s in 
Maharashtra, the then chief minister V.P. 
Naik and the great Gandhian V.S. Page, 
with Indira Gandhi’s support, launched 
an employment guarantee scheme in 
that State. 
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Work Programme. We redeemed both these programmes. I 
must thank Sonia ji for her untiring leadership in ensuring 
that this Act was passed by Parliament.  Her deep commitment 
made it possible for us to fulfil our sacred promise to our 
people.

The Employment Guarantee Act is the most significant 
legislation of our times in many ways.   For the first time, 
rural communities have been given not just a development 
programme but a regime of rights.  This Act has unlocked the 
potential of the rural poor to contribute to the reconstruction 

of their environment. By doing this, it can 
accelerate the growth of the rural economy.  
The MGNREGA gives employment, gives 
income, gives a livelihood and it gives the 
poor a chance to live a life of self-respect 
and dignity. In particular, MGNERGA helps 
scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, women 
and small and marginal farmers.

the implementation of MGNreGA 
provides an opportunity to strengthen 
democratic process.   Panchayati raj 
institutions have a key role under the 
Act Gram Sabhas, self-help groups, local 
monitoring committees, beneficiary 
groups and other forms of Community 
Organisations are the basic agencies 
which have to run and monitor the 

programme.   This represents an enormous step towards the 
empowerment of vulnerable sections of society.  They have to 
turn to actively participate in the democratic institutions at the 
grass roots and acquire a greater role in decision making and 
control over resources.  Such empowerment is the essence of 
rural development.

MGNreGA has a clear focus on the poorest of the poor.  It 
seeks to reach out to those in need for livelihood security.   

In the year that followed there were 
attempts to extend the scheme nationally 
but for one reason or another it could 
not be done. I recall that in 1980 
Indiraji launched the rural Landless 
employment Guarantee Programme. 
In 1987, rajiv Gandhi introduced 
the Jawahar rozgar yojana. then in 
1993, when our Prime Minister was 
the Finance Minister in Narasimha 
raoji’s government, the employment 
Assurance Scheme was started in 120 
backward districts. 

In all these 
programmes, 
t h e  k e y 
p r i n c i p l e 

was limited to Executive Guarantee 
of employment. Our National rural 
employment Guarantee Programme 
is, however, like the Maharashtra 
eGS based on the principle of Legal 
Guarantee, a guarantee which is 
enforceable. 

The present Bill has been drafted after 
extensive consultations and inputs 
from social activists, from NGOs, from 
experienced administrators and from 
people living in rural areas themselves. 

The National Advisory Council has also 
had the privilege of studying its basic 
features in detail. The public debate on 
the Bill has been extensive. It is a very 
good example of what close collaboration 
between civil society and government, of 
partnerships cutting across the political 
divide can accomplish. 

Yes, it took 14 months to bring it to this 
House, but it has been time well spent. 

As a prelude to the National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Programme, the 
UPA government has also had a “national 
food for work programme” in the 150 
poorest districts of our country. 

our national rural employment 

guarantee programme is, however, 

like the maharashtra egs baseD on 

the principle of legal guarantee, a 

guarantee which is enforceable. 

continued on page 13
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During the introduction, I first called the name of 
Manmohan Singhji; then Khadgeji; Mira Kumarji and 

after that I called the name of Sarpanch Venkat Ramaiyaji, 
who is sitting here. I did so because when the UPA government 
was in power for ten years, the Congress Party tried its best to 
empower Sarpanch and Panchayati Raj institutions as much as 

it can. Though it is a programme of MGNREGA, but I want to 
say something on the special status of Andhra Pradesh.

The Indian government made a promise to Andhra Pradesh. The 
Indian government made the promise that after the bifurcation 
of Andhra Pradesh, the centre will help Andhra Pradesh and will 
grant special status to Andhra Pradesh. Though this promise 
was made by the UPA government but at the same time the 
promise was by the Indian government also. Today the NDA 
government is in power but Narendra Modiji that first it is the 
Indian government and then only it is an NDA government. The 
Indian government made the promise to grant special status to 
Andhra Pradesh. Now it is the duty of the Prime Minister to 
fulfill the promise. Perhaps for the first time after independence, 
a promise made by the Indian government is not being fulfilled. 

And speaking of the “food for work 
programme” I cannot help reminding 
this august House, that some three 
years ago when our foodstocks were as 
high as 60 million tonnes, a number 
of States, mostly under the Congress, 
were undergoing severe stress caused 
by consecutive years of drought. It was 
at such a time that our Party repeatedly 
urged the-then NDA government to 
come to the rescue of millions with a 
“national food for work programme”, as 
part of a “national employment guarantee 
scheme” commitment. Our godowns 
were overflowing. People were suffering. 
NDA government did not listen to our 
pleas. Therefore, today we in the Congress 
and in the UPA, take satisfaction in 
reaching out to the millions in need 
through this legislation. 

Let me very briefly mention some of the 
benefits of the EGS in Maharashtra as I 
see them. Through its implementation, 
agricultural workers have received higher 
wages and greatly improved their lives, 
especially the women. Some studies show 
that up to 40-50% of EGS workers are 
in fact women. Productivity in dryland 
areas has greatly increased. Perhaps 
something not well known is that in the 

1990s, the EGS contributed to bringing 
almost a million hectares of land under 
horticulture. 

There are numerous significant features 
in this Bill but to my mind there are three 
vital ones which I would like to highlight. 
First, elected panchayats institutions have 
been given a pivotal role. This programme 
would, therefore, lead to the financial 
and administrative empowerment of 
panchayat bodies as well. 

Second, the Bill goes beyond traditional 
civil works. It includes watershed 
development, renovation of waterbodies, 
desilting of tanks, afforestation and 
wasteland restoration. And for the first 
time irrigation works can be taken up 
on lands owned by scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes. Third, the Bill clearly 
prohibits the engagement of contractors 
for the execution of works. 

These significant features apart, this 
Act is coming into force against the 
background of the UPA’s “right to 
Informaion Act”, passed three months 
ago. this is an Act, far, far more 
progressive than the NDA’s Freedom 
of Information Act. 

This new Right to Information Act will 
enable social audit and greater public 
scrutiny of the programme. It will ensure 
greater accountability of panchayat 
bodies and district administrations as 
well. For example, muster rolls will no 
longer be secret and budgets and works 
will be public knowledge. 

All this together, will ensure that only 
those who really need work will be 
employed, and only those schemes 
required by the community are taken up. 

Employment guarantee programme are 
not a substitute for sustained economic 
growth. We see economic growth and 
employment guarantee going hand 
in hand. We also do not see such a 
programme as a hand out, a “dole” or a 
populist “give away”. 

We see the National rural employment 
Guarantee Act as the human face of 
economic reforms, making the process 
of economic growth more inclusive, 
more equitable. This Programme is part 
of the Congress Party’s and the UPA’s 
agenda for social transformation. 

It is part of an agenda which, in the last 
fourteen months, has seen unprecedented 

mgnrega succeeDeD in taking 
out 1.4 crore people from 

poverty: rahul gandhi
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continued on page 12

Any declaration or promise made by the Indian government 
must carry weightage, power and strength. It is the duty of the 
PM to fulfill the promise.

We have gathered here for MGNREGA. Ten years ago from this 
very ground, Manmohan Singhji and Sonia Gandhiji started 
MGNREGA. Gandhiji used to say if there is any difficulty in 
taking decision in politics, there is an easy way to find a solution. 
That is to ask yourself whether this decision will benefit the 
weakest; the poorest. If it benefits the poor, we should go by 
the decision. Keeping this principle in mind, we formulated 
MGNREGA. We didn’t ask the caste or the religion or the region 
of the poor. We only said that if there is anyone poor in India, 
he will be helped through MGNREGA. MGNreGA succeeded 
in taking out 1.4 crore people from the clutches of poverty 
during the last 10 years. One in every five people worked under 
MGNREGA and for the first time crores of people got money in 
their pockets. For the first time in the history of India, a person 
of humble means can go and ask for guaranteed work. He can 
ask for work even to higher government officials. Today I met 

workers and Sarpanchs and they asked me that they haven’t seen 
a programme better than MGNREGA. They said that for the 
first time they got money for their children’s education. A youth 
replied that he works in nearby town since his parents worked 
under MGNREGA. A woman informed that she had to go far 
and wide; to different places in search of job but MGNREGA 
provided work at her doorstep.

A few days ago, some economists came to meet me. They were 
talking about the economic development. They said to me that 
the rise in growth rate was due to NREGA. For the first time 
money reached villages. People purchased soaps, bicycles, 

10th ANNIverSAry

increases in public expenditure in 
elementary education, mid-day meals, 
public health and women and child 
development. It is an agenda to which 
all of us in the UPA Government are 
committed. 

Our country is full of success stories 
which inspire us. But there is still 
widespread destitution, which pains and 
challenges us. Our country has touched 
great heights of endeavour, which we 
acclaim. Yet, there is still vast deprivation 
which we must all strive to eliminate. 

We all know how inequitable and unjust 
the lives of the poor are, especially when 
compared to the excesses and waste 
we see around us. This National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act is a response 
to the need of crores of Indians who have 
right to better life for themselves and for 
their children. 

A time will come, and I hope not too 
far in the future, when there will be no 
need for such an extensive programme. 
But till such a time, we cannot sit idly 
by, and hope that economic reforms 
alone will create adequate employment 
opportunities in rural India. 

I would like to say something on the 

financial implications of this legislation. 
This has invited some critical comment. 
I believe that an economy that is growing 
at 7% per year can and should find the 
resources for such a crucial intervention. 
While it is for the Central Government to 
find the bulk of the resources, the states to 
have a key role to play in its monitoring 
andimplementation. 

I  do feel  that  we must  a lso use 
this momentous occasion to effect 
fundamental changes in government 
expenditure to better support larger 
social goals. I believe that we also 
need to consolidate our many schemes 
and programmes. We now have an 
opportunity for using employment 
guarantee for irrigation and rural roads 
which are very much part of the UPA 
government’s Bharat Nirman programme. 

As someone who has implicit faith in this 
Bill, I also acknowledge that there has 
been some cynicism and concern about 
it. These doubts cannot be dismissed; they 
have to be addressed.

Let us be frank with ourselves. Our 
programmes do not always work out the 
way they are planned. The benefits do not 
always reach the poor. Delivery systems 

claim too large a share of the outlays. 
While the central and state governments 
must bring about innovations in delivery 
systems, political parties themselves have 
to play a proactive role in monitoring 
and mobilization. And above all, we 
need to rid ourselves of the “sab chalta 
hai” attitude. 

Before I conclude, I want to personally 
thank our Prime Minister under whose 
leadership this Bill is being introduced 
for his steadfast support to it and to its 
objectives. He has had to balance various 
considerations but in standing firmly 
behind this Bill, he is standing up for 
crores of our people whose lives depend 
on its success. 

We are passing a truly radical law, a law 
which has far-reaching and profound 
consequences. But the real challenge 
begins now, in making sure that the 
legislation works in the manner it is 
meant to, in a manner that will tangibly 
impact the lives of crores of our brothers 
and sisters in rural India. 

To this I am committed. To this the 
Congress Party is committed. To this the 
UPA Government is committed. Thank 
you. v

the worlD bank in its report clearly 

mentioneD that mgnrega benefitteD 

millions of people. the uniteD 

nations termeD it a very beneficial 

programme.
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Both got benefitted. Both progressed. This is the thinking of 
the Congress Party.

What is happening today? The whole of India is struggling due 
to draught. The government’s own record says that four lakh 
villages are draught-hit. Farmers are weeping and in some 
cases are committing suicides. The UPA government allocated 
rs 70,000 crores to farmers. We provided MGNreGA to 
farmers and labourers. Modiji talks about Jan-Dhan and 
opening of bank-accounts. But where is that sum of rs 15 
lakh which had to be credited to each bank-account? Bank-
accounts with zero balance can’t do any favour to farmers 
and labourers. If you don’t want to give rs 15 lakh, at least 
deposit MGNreGA money to bank-accounts. 

As I earlier said that when we initiated MGNREGA, we followed 
Gandhiji who was of the opinion that we must help the poorest 
of the poor. Gandhiji used to say that one who is standing last 
in the line, who is the poorest, who is the weakest; he should 
be helped. The line is the same before Modiji also. But he says 
that one who is standing first in the line, he should be helped 
and forget about all other things. The governments of the BJP 
and the TDP want to abolish MGNREGA. On one side the 
governments of the BJP and the TDP; on the other side farmers, 
labourers, the poor of Andhra Pradesh and India. The Congress 
Party will remain standing with the poor, the labourer and we 
together will save MGNREGA and your money will once again 
come to you. And when our government will come to power, 
we will not stop here.

motor-cycles etc. When the village economy grew, it affected 
the growth-rate of the whole country. People and politicians 
of different countries like Brazil came to me and said that 
MGNREGA is a very good programme and they want to start 
such programmes in their own countries.

the World Bank in its report clearly mentioned that 
MGNreGA benefitted millions of people. The United Nations 
termed it a very beneficial programme. When Arun Jaitleyji 
came to invite me for his daughter’s marriage, he also praised 
MGNREGA but in closed doors. I asked him Why don’t you say 
so outside? Why are you praising in closed doors? You should 
tell the rest of India that MGNREGA is a very good programme. 
In reply, he smiled but said nothing. 

The poor, the daily-wagers, farmers, economists, the UN, the 
World Bank all understood the importance of MGNREGA but 
the PM of India didn’t. In Parliament, Modiji says that he doesn’t 
want to close MGNREGA. Why? Since it is a symbol of useless 
programmes initiated by the UPA government. If Modiji doesn’t 
want to listen to me or Manmohan Singhji, he should listen to 
Arun Jaitleyji. The allocation for MGNREGA is being curtailed. 
Earlier, Pradhans and Sarpanchs took decisions. Now those 
decisions are being taken by bureaucrats and people belonging 
to the TDP and the BJP. Earlier 120 types of work were enlisted 
under MGNREGA. Now only one type of work is being done 
under it. The work earlier done by labourers is now being done 
by contractors and machines. Modiji talks about economic 
progress. Modiji wants that India should progress fast. The most 
important and essential relationship of India is its relationship 
with farmers and labourers. MGNREGA had provided strength 
and vigour to this relationship. Labourers got more money, they 
got minimum wages and the work was done in farmer’s land. 

10th ANNIverSAry

the significance of mgnrega is to 

proviDe right anD empower the poor. 

it was clearly mentioneD in the 

programme that it is the right of 

every labourer that he shoulD get 

work. every worker shoulD get Job if 

he asks for. one more important thing 

is that farmers are in Difficulty, so 

work shoulD be planneD in such a way 

that it shoulD be helpful to them. for 

these two things we anD the congress 

party shoulD fight for. we have to 

fight for the cause of special status 

to be granteD to anDhra praDesh.

continued from page 11

mgnrega succeeDeD in taking out 1.4 
crore people from poverty: rahul gandhi
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10th ANNIverSAry
continued from page 9

When a poor person needs medical treatment, he can’t go inside 
a hospital. You need money to go inside a hospital. Children of 
poor people can’t get education easily. Education and health 
services are being privatized. Education and health services are 
the responsibility of the government. The Congress Party wants 
that the poor should be helped in education and health services 
in the manner of MGNREGA. The poor farmers and labourers 
belonging to villages and towns alike, should be able to send 
their children to schools, colleges and universities. He must be 
able to take his ailing parents to hospital for medical treatment.

Today our students who are in colleges or universities are being 
marginalized. Rohith Vemula committed suicide. Why? Because 
he was speaking his ideas only. He never harmed anyone. But 
the Indian government victimized him. After that the minister 
of the Indian government says that he was not a dalit. Sushmaji, 
the question is not whether Rohith Vemula was a dalit or not? 
The issue is An Indian youth who wants to study; to learn; 
to comprehend was killed by the Indian government. Your 
government pressurized the youth in FTII; coerced Rohith 
Vemula; beat up students in JNU. Why are all these happening? 
Because you want to thrust an ideology upon the youth of India. 
You want to do away with education-system; university-system; 
the system of IIT all that have been developed during the last 60-
70 years. It is constantly being tried to thrust the failed ideology 
of RSS upon one and all. You do this and see what is done to you 
by the youth of this country. You will find a Rohith Vemula in 
every school, college and university. Don’t coerce the youth of 
India. It is only a suggestion for you.

You all came here from far and wide places; gathered here for 
the cause of MGNREGA, the poor and farmers of India. Thank 
you very much. I also wish to thank the workers of the Congress 
Party who organized such a meaningful programme. They fight 
for farmers and labourers.

the significance of MGNreGA is to provide right and 
empower the poor. It was clearly mentioned in the 
programme that it is the right of every labourer that he should 
get work. every worker should get job if he asks for. One more 
important thing is that farmers are in difficulty, so work 
should be planned in such a way that it should be helpful to 
them. For these two things we and the Congress Party should 
fight for. We have to fight for the cause of special status to 
be granted to Andhra Pradesh. Two parties are here. One is 
of the CM and the other is of Jagan Reddiji. Both should fight 
for it since it is the prestige issue of Andhra Pradesh. It is not 
a political issue. You both are not fighting as much you should 
have to. Both of you should fight more and more.

Jai Hind! v

It comes to the aid of those who may be under pressure to 
migrate in search of livelihood.  It helps us to empower the 
poor to fight poverty, disease and indebtedness.  MGNREGA 
is a unique social security system.  It confers upon groups the 
right to demand work when they need it.  This is especially made 
for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, for poor women, who 
are the worst sufferers of social inequality.

MGNreGA is the gift of UPA to our people to assist them to 
fight poverty, ignorance and disease. UPA is not in power now.  
It is up to the people to defend this revolutionary programme.  
The Gram Sabha has the power to undertake social audit   of 
MGNREGA.  It must also play an active part in preparing plans 
at the village level to make effective use of MGNREGA.  They 
must ensure that our plans create works that build new facilities 
for our villages like schools, roads and other facilities.  

Despite the enormous potential of MGNREGA as a social 
security programme, Prime Minister Modi does not like it.   
He has called MGNREGA as an epitome of Congress failure     
“a living proof of 60 years of Congress misrule”.   The Modi 
Government seeks to kill the soul and spirit of MGNREGA 
by withholding payments to States for MGNREGA works.  In 
2014-15 alone, Government of India did not make payment of 
Rs.6000 crores to States for already executed MGNREGA works.

It is upto the people to mobilise their sources in support 
of the effectiveness of MGNREGA to convince the Modi 
Government to desist from the negative path of eroding 
the effectiveness of MGNREGA as an instrument of people 
centered development. v

the national common minimum 
programme of upa haD promiseD to 
bring in an act for guaranteeing 
rural employment. we also proviDeD 
to launch a national fooD for work 
programme. we reDeemeD both these 
programmes. i must thank sonia 
Ji for her untiring leaDership in 
ensuring that this act was passeD 
by parliament.  her Deep commitment 
maDe it possible for us to fulfil our 
sacreD promise to our people.

the employment guarantee act is the most 
significant legislation of our times:  

Dr manmohan singh
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10th ANNIverSAry

•	 The National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme is one 
of the most ambitious poverty alleviation schemes initiated 
by the Congress led UPA Government under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and a social safety 
net of this dimension has not been undertaken ever before 
anywhere in the world. The steadfast commitment of Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi, President, Indian National Congress sin the 
conception, formulation, enactment and implementation of 
the scheme made it possible to fulfill an important promise we 
had made in our manifesto for the 2004 Lok Sabha elections.

•	 For the first time in the history of independent India, the 
Congress led UPA Government has given legal sanctity to 
the right to work in the rural areas.

•	 In the first phase (2006-2007) 200 districts were identified 
and in the second phase (2007-2008), another 130 districts 
were identified for the implementation of NREGS. The Act 
provided time till 2010 to cover the entire country. But in view 
of the tremendous potential that the NREGS has to benefit 
the rural poor, the Congress led UPA Government announced 
the extension of the Scheme to all the remaining districts this 
year itself. This was implemented on 1st April 2008.

•	 The outstanding benefit of the National Rural employment 
Guarantee Act was its success in providing employment to 
2.10 crore rural households, in the 200 district in which the 
scheme was implemented in the first phase during 2006-2007.

•	 The scheme created 90.50 crore person days and the amount 
of wages paid for unskilled, semi-skilled and skilled jobs was 
to the tune of Rs. 6204.09 crores in 2006-07 and Rs. 2469.44 
crore up to August, 2007.

•	 The Congress Party has always been championing the cause 
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Out of the person 
days created, more than 60% share was of SC and ST.

•	 The share of women in the person-days created was 40%.

•	 A total of 8,00,000 works, which focused on creating durable 
assets were taken up of which, 54% of the works pertained to 
water conservation and water harvesting.

•	 There is increasing evidence that the implementation of the 
scheme has improved land productivity.

•	 In several parts of the country water table are rising after 
ponds, wells, and other water bodies were built or recharged 
under National Rural Employment guarantee Scheme.

•	 It has resulted in improved economic independence for 

mahatma gandhi national rural employment 
guarantee programme

a historic initiative of the 
congress party

siachen glacier trageDy
New Delhi: Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
has expressed shock and deep distress over the tragic 
incident

The major avalanche struck the Army post in Northern 
Siachen Glacier located at a height of 19600 feet in the 
early hours of 3rd February, 2016. The Indian Army 
has been controlling the dominant heights of the 
glacier, the world’s highest battlefield, since occupying 
it in April 1984 under Operation Meghdoot pre-
empting Pakistan’s move which controls heights at the 
lower altitudes.

The 10 soldiers trapped in ice after an avalanche on 
the Siachen glacier were later declared dead on 4th 
February, 2016 evening. However rescue efforts are 
still on to locate and retrieve the bodies, officials said.
The soldiers belong to the Madras regiment of the 
Army have been posted there recently. They include 

one Junior Commissioned Officer 
and nine soldiers.

In a message, Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi has expressed 
shock and deep distress on the 
confirmation of death of 10 Army 
Men in an avalanche in Siachen. 
Saluting the memory of the Jawans 
who lost their lives securing our 

National boundaries in most difficult terrain and 
weather conditions, Smt. Gandhi 
extended her condolences to the 
aggrieved families and said that the 
entire Nation stood bowed before 
selfless service and martyrdom of 
our soldiers.

Congress Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi in his message said, 
“Very sad to know that 10 of our 
brave soldiers lost their lives in an avalanche in Siachen. 
My thoughts & prayers are with their families.” v

women and enabled many women to come out of social 
barriers and traditional religious inhibitions.

•	 Under this scheme small and marginal farmers belonging 
to SC and ST can undertake land improvement like contour 
bunding, nallah bunding, dug wells and ponds and also get 
employment for the work done on their own fields. v
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MeMOrANDUM

New Delhi : In context to the Jawaharlal Nehru University 
row and Patiala House court violence, Congress Vice 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi on 18th February, 2016 dubbed 
them as a “blot” on India’s image and sought President Pranab 
Mukherjee’s intervention for immediate action to “check   
the state of lawlessness and subversion of democratic rights”.

“It is not the government’s job to destroy our educational 
institutions and crush expression of all students. Across the 
country, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is trying to 
impose a flawed ideology on the students of this country,” he 
told reporters.

Leading a delegation of party leaders to the President, the 
Congress vice president also launched a counter attack on 
the Bharatiya Janata Party for its “anti-national” dig at him, 
asserting that “nationalism is in my blood. I have seen my 
family sacrifice again and again for this nation.”

“The country is gripped in a serious crisis…The scenes of utter 
lawlessness playing out on the premises of the court in the 
heart of the capital are an affront to the democratic ideals of 
the country”, the delegation said in a memorandum submitted 
to the President.

Besides the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, 
Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, the delegation included Leader of 
the party in Lok Sabha Shri Mallikarun Kharge, Shri Anand 
Sharma, Smt. Sheila Dixit, Shri Randeep Surjewala, Shri Ajay 
Maken and Shri Manish Tewari.

They told the President that despite a “direct order” from the 
Supreme Court to ensure adequate security outside Patiala 
House court, the government has “refused” to prevent attacks 
on journalists and students. The Supreme Court-appointed 
panel to assess the situation was itself subjected to abuse and 
assault. 

“Such lawlessness in defiance of a Supreme Court directive 

on two occasions by the same set of people, some of whom 
are identified with the ruling dispensation on various fora, 
cannot be but without the tacit support, encouragement or 
at best, the indifference of the ruling establishment”, it told 
the President.

Expressing concern over the incident, the Congress leaders 
sought President’s “assistance in ensuring that immediate 
action is taken to check the state of lawlessness and subversion 
of democratic rights”.

Text of the MEMORANDUM handed over to the Hon’ble 
President of India

“As we submit this memorandum to you, the country is 
gripped in a serious crisis.

The scenes of utter lawlessness playing out on the premises 
of the court in the heart of the capital, are an affront to the 
democratic ideals of this country. Journalists, students and 
teachers are being physically assaulted inside and outside 
the court premises by a BJP legislator and workers, while 
the Police look the other way and the government remains 
complacent and silent. Despite a direct order from the 

rss imposing flaweD iDeology on 
stuDents: rahul on Jnu row

continued on page 23
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CP's vISIt

rAe BAreLI:  Hitting back at Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for his remarks on Parliament disruption, Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi condemned “efforts to suppress her party’s 
voice” whenever it tried to raise issues concerning the poor and 
common man in the House during her visit to Rae Bareli on 
12th February, 2016.

“Whenever Congress party tries to raise issues concerning 
the common people and the poor, its voice is suppressed and 
not only this, the blame is also put on it (Congress) and the 
Nehru-Gandhi family,” she said.

Her response came days after PM Modi, while addressing a 
rally in Guwahati apparently singled out the Gandhi family 
and accused the Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi and 
Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi of disrupting Parliament to 
avenge defeat in 2014 Lok Sabha polls.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi was addressing office-bearers of the frontal 
organizations of the party on the second and last day of her visit 
to her parliamentary constituency Rae Bareli.

“Congress believes in composite culture but some forces 
are busy in spoiling the communal amity of the country...
unfortunately these very forces have power in their hands 
at the Centre,” she was quoted as saying in a function held in 
Rae Bareli.

“They do not have faith in ‘Sarva Dharma Samabhava’ and 
are weakening constitutional institutions,” she told the office-
bearers of Youth Congress, NSUI, Seva Dal, SC/ST cell among 
others.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi said that PM Modi’s promises were “hollow” 
and his intentions were something other than what he claimed.

Earlier, she met the electorate at the Bhueymau Guest House 
and assured of all possible help.

Among those who met her included Delhi University gold 

CP’s Rae Bareli Visit

sonia ganDhi hits 
back at pm for 

blaming congress 
for parliament 

Disruption

medallists Ankita Tripathi and cricketer Samarth Singh. 
Congress President encouraged them to continue good work 
in their respective fields.

After completing the visit of rural areas, the Congress President 
went to District Collector’s residence in the city, and met the 
DM Suryapal Gangawar and paid her condolence on the passing 
away of his wife. Then, she visited famous Shiar Munnawar 
Rana’s house in Qila Bazar and expressed her sorrow on the 
death of his mother Aisha Khatun. Then, she went to went to 
family of freed fighter Indrasen Singh to express her sorrow on 
his death. She also visited the house of senior spokesperson Labh 
Singh and Nirmal Shukla to express her condolences.

She paid a visit to Congress leader Mishrilal Jain who is 
suffering from some illness. She also reviewed the working of 
the organisation at the Congress office Tilak Bhawan. She later 
left for New Delhi.

Congress President said that Raebareli was like a family and 
she would continue to make struggle for their well-fare. Only 
recently she has approved Rs. 150 crore for roads and Rs. 450 
crores for drains and sewers. If there is any obstruction in these 
works then we shall all join in the struggle. v
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vP's vISIt

M A H O B A  ( B U N D e L K H A N D )  U t t A r 
PrADeSH:    Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
hit out at Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a public 
meeting here on 23rd January, 2016 in Mahoba district in 
Bundelkhand, saying he ignored the welfare of farmers over 
industrialists.”Modiji give some thought to the farmers and 
labourers of India, only industrialists don’t run the country,” 
Congress Vice President said, who arrived in Mahoba district 
of the region by road from Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh.

Shri Rahul Gandhi, who began his 7 km padhyatra of drought-
hit Bundelkhand from Mahoba. Speaking at a padyatra in UP’s 
Bundelkhand, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
accused the PM of not doing enough for the water-scarce 
region. “I would ask Modiji to think a little about the farmers, 
the labourers and the poor also because they, too, run the 
country, not just the industrialists. I want to tell Modiji that 
the food you eat, pulses that are selling at Rs 220, are provided 
to you by farmers,” he said.

“PM has said that he would support farmers, but now he 
forgot the promises he made. I would appeal to him that 
Bundelkhand is also part of India and he should help the people 
of Bundelkhand,” he said, during a march in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Mahoba district.

At a chaupal in Supa village, he said: “Bundelkhand is facing the 
situation of drought. Farmers, labourers and poor are in pain. 
People are leaving villages and moving to cities. We neither 
have government in Delhi nor in UP (that have concern about 
the farmers).” He said if the BJP government at the Centre or 
the SP government in UP had implemented the MGNREGA 
properly, the migration would have stopped, he added.

We waived repayment of Rs 72,000 crore of money that 

Congress Vice President’s Bundelkhand Visit

rahul gandhi attacks pm modi for ‘ignoring farmers’

farmers owed to the banks and gave thousands of crores of 
rupees in ‘Bundelkhand package’, but that money got siphoned 
off,” Gandhi said, harking back to the Congress-led UPA 
government. He said he would raise the issue of Bundelkhand’s 
farmers in Parliament and struggle to get for them what was 
their due.

“During the UPA regime, the international price of crude 
petroleum was $150 per barrel. This has now fallen to $28. 
Some portion of the profit could be diverted to Bundelkhand 
in the form of special package or loan waiver.” 

Hitting out at the PM’s statement on the suicide of Dalit youth 
Rohith Vemula, Shri Rahul said if he was “really pained” he 
should remove HCU’s V-C who “drove Rohith to suicide”.

Bundelkhand region, home to 18.3 million people as per 
the 2011 census, is blighted with drought and unseasonale 
rains that has destroyed standing winter crops.

In the past few years, several farmers have committed suicide 
due to poor crop production in 13 districts that comprise the 
region.
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The promised compensation by Uttar Pradesh government 
has not trickled down to those who need them the most. 
With no money for seeds and no water for irrigation, 
farmers have gone desperate, local leaders alleged.

Last month back, Shri Rahul Gandhi had visited western 
UP to interact with sugarcane growers hit hard due to 
failure of sugar mills to give their dues.

He also visited farmer’s house and had lunch with them, 
discussing problems in their village. Drought and lack of 
work have forced her husband and son to migrate to the 
city in search of work, she said.

The Congress Vice President during his tour held a 
meeting with the mahila self-help group at Supa railway 
station and farmers in Laadpur village.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi held three 
meetings in villages and he shared the stage with UPCC 
President Shri Nirmal Khatri, Smt. Rita Bahuguna Joshi, 
Shri Pramod Tiwari, Shri P.L Punia, Shri Prakash Jaiswal, 
Shri Pradeep Jain Jitin Prasad and other senior leaders 
from the party’s Uttar Pradesh unit. v

vP's vISIt

army chief who also maDe his mark as 
governor: k.v. krishna rao passes away
New Delhi: The former 
Army chief General K.V. 
Krishna Rao, who was 
the Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir for two 
terms when militancy 
flared up, died here on 
30th January, 2016.He 
was 93.

When the militancy picked pace, the Narasimha Rao government 
turned to the General, and he returned as the J&K governor in 
March 1993, and served through the tumultuous period until 
May 1998.

He started his career as an army officer during World War 
II, during which served in Burma, North West Frontier and 
Baluchistan.

Gen. Rao also participated in the 1947-48 war against Pakistan in 
Jammu and Kashmir, before he went on to become the founder 
instructor of the National Defence Academy during 1949-51.

He commanded an Army Division in the 1971 war with Pakistan 
in the eastern sector. General Krishna Rao was appointed as the 
Chief of Army Staff on June 1, 1981 and served as COAS until 
July 1983.

From June 1984 to July 1989, General Rao was the Governor of 
Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura and Mizoram.

In a message Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has expressed her condolences on the 
passing away of General K V Krishna Rao. 
Describing General Rao as a decorated Chief 
of Army Staff and a brave son of the India 
who played an exemplary role during the 1971 
Bangladesh War & always led by example, Smt. 
Gandhi said that his contributions as Governor 
in sensitive states like Jammu & Kashmir, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Tripura can never be 
forgotten.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said “My condolences on the passing away of 
former Army Chief Gen K V Krishna Rao. A 
decorated soldier & veteran of the 1971 war his 
contribution to the nation will always be remembered”. v
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HyDerABAD:  In a surprise visit, 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi joined  a protest march past 
midnight on Saturday, 30th January, 2016 
at the Hyderabad Central University 
campus by students  demonstrating 
against the suicide of Dalit scholar Rohith 
Vemula earlier this month. He later spent 
the night at the campus of Hyderabad 
Central University.

The students held a candlelight vigil for 
scholar Rohith Vemula, who would have 
turned 27 today.

Just hours before, Shri Rahul Gandhi’s 
visit, the university changed its interim 
Vice-Chancellor.  Interim VC Vipin 

Rohith Vemula Suicide

congress vice presiDent rahul ganDhi Joins 
miDnight march for rohith vemula

A young life full of dreams and aspirations was cut short: Rahul Gandhi

Srivastava has gone on leave for four days. 
In his absence, M Periasamy, the next 
senior-most professor, will take charge.

Shri Srivastava, the senior-most professor 
at the university, was performing the 
duties after Vice-Chancellor Professor P 
Appa Rao, named in the police complaint 
in Rohith Vemula’s death, went on an 
indefinite leave on Sunday (31st January, 
2016). The university’s decision to have 
Prof Srivastava to officiate in place of Prof 
Rao had triggered fresh protests.

The SC/ST Faculty Forum and SC/ST 
Officers Forum had expressed “shock” 
over the decision to appoint Prof 
Srivastava as officiating Vice-Chancellor 

and alleged that he headed the Executive 
Council Sub-Committee “which has been 
responsible for the death of Rohith.”

  Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi had earlier gone to Hyderabad 
on January 18, a day after Shri Vemula 
was found hanging in a hostel room, 
and met the research scholar’s family and 
companions.

Union Minister Bandaru Dattatreya was 
named in a police case registered after 
Shri Vemula’s death. He was accused of 
writing to Education Minister Smriti 
Irani and seeking action against the 
research scholar and his companions for 
“anti-national activities.” The university 
suspended MrVemula and his four 
companions for allegedly assaulting an 
ABVP leader in August last year.

Rohith Vemula hanged himself two weeks 
after he and four other students were 
suspended and banned from the hostel, 
the cafeteria and other common areas 
for allegedly beating an activist of a rival 
student union in August.

  The university later revoked the 
suspension of Rohith’s comrades, hours 
after 15 Dalit teachers resigned accusing 
Union Education Minister Smriti Irani of 
distorting the facts related to the suicide. 

Congress vice President rahul 
Gandhi Joins Hunger Strike at 
Hyderabad University

Later, Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday (30th January, 
2016) re-joined the protest against the 
suicide of Dalit scholar Rohith Vemula 
with the students at Hyderabad Central 

vP's vISIt

continued on page 21
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thiruvananthapuram:  Only  the 
Congress can defeat Congress in 
Kerala, Vice-President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said on 10th February, 2016, 
sounding a warning to the infighting 
party members.

AICC Vice President Shri  Rahul 
G a n d h i ’s  pro p o s e d  i nt e r a c t i on 
with District Congress Committee 
presidents and heads of various feeder 
organisations of the party in the State is 
perhaps his first such attempt to reach 
out to the lower functionaries of the 
party. Shri Rahul Gandhi is on a two-
day visit to the state 

Election to the 141-member assembly 
is likely to be held around May-June. 
“Only the Congress can defeat the 
Congress in Kerala. The CPI-M can 
never do that… You have to stand 

together. If you are able to do that, 
the UDF (United Democratic Front) 
government will return to power,” he 
said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi is also expected to 

address the Kerala Pradesh Congress 
C o m m i t t e e  ( K P C C )  e x e c u t i v e 
committee meeting earlier in the day 
at which he is expected to give some 
pep talk to the party leaders ahead of 
the Assembly elections.

He  a s s u re d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  o f  a 
“personal” hearing of their grievances 
after polls. “It is not the time to 
discuss differences. It is time to 
work unitedly to ensure victory,” he 
added. Infighting had dominated 
discussions during Congress chief 
Sonia Gandhi’s visit to the state two 
months ago, with partners in the six-
party alliance alleging that infighting 
was affecting the performance of the 
government.

She had later asked the state’s top three 

it is time to work uniteDly to 
ensure victory in kerala: rahul

The Cong V-P assured party leaders that no hasty decision will be  
taken on the possible tie-up with the Left in West Bengal
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leaders   the CM, PCC chief V.M. Sudheeran, and home 
minister Ramesh Chennithala to put the house in order 
immediately.

During his meeting, Rahul also assured party leaders 
that the central leadership won’t take a hasty decision 
on a possible tie-up with the Left in West Bengal. State 
leaders fear that such an understanding will be suicidal 
for the party in Kerala and be exploited by the BJP. 
“We have been fighting the Left together and it used 
all opportunities to discredit a democratically elected 
government in the state. An alliance at this juncture in 
WB will affect our existence,” said a senior leader. v

University and participated in the mass hunger strike. He 
said It is a very interesting day as it is not just Rohith’s 
birthday but also Mahatma Gandhi’s death anniversary.

Sitting on a podium Shri Rahul Gandhi was seen interacting 
with the four students who had been expelled along with 
Rohith.

In the evening, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi, 
Rohith Vemula’s mother ended their hunger strike at 
University of Hyderabad. During the agitation He said “My 
main opposition to Mr. Modi& RSS is that they are trying 
to crush spirit of Indian youngsters by imposing one idea 
from the top”.

You will one day find that the very same people who crushed 
Rohith will be blocking your path to freedom, to progress. 
Congress Vice President said

He further said that “I am here today at the request 
of rohith’s friends and family, to stand with them in 
their fight for justice” “We owe it to him, to memory of 
Gandhiji, to every single Indian student who dreams of 
an India free from prejudice & injustice”. v

continued from page 19

former lok sabha speaker anD 
veteran congress leaDer balram 
Jakhar passes away
New Delhi: Senior Veteran Congress 
leader and former Lok Sabha Speaker 
Dr. Balram Jakhar passed away on 3rd 
February, 2016. He was 92. Condoling 
his death, Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi has expressed grief over 
the demise of senior party leader Dr. 
Balram Jakhar.

In her message to 
the family of Dr. 
Balram Jakhar, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said, “The 
Congress Party, as indeed the entire nation, 
will forever remember the contributions 
made by him during the course of his long 
public life, particularly to the cause of farming 
community.”
“Be it as Legislator, Parliamentarian, 

Minister, Speaker or Governor, Dr. Jakhar forever remained at the 
forefront in taking up issues concerning agriculture and farmers and 
his role in modernising the Parliament Secretariat was pioneering.” 
Congress President said.
Expressing grief over Dr. Jakhar’s demise, Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi hailed him as a party stalwart. “Extremely 
saddened by the passing away of veteran Congress leader Dr. 
Balram Jakharji. In his passing Congress Party has lost a stalwart. 
“His immense contribution to the nation in his long political career 
as Parliamentarian, Union Minister & Governor will always be 
remembered,” he tweeted.
Dr. Balram Jakhar served as Speaker of Lok Sabha from 1980 
to 1989 during which he contributed to the establishment of 
Parliament Museum.He also served as Agriculture Minister in 
the Cabinet of former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao. Jakhar 
also served as Governor of Madhya Pradesh from June 30, 2004 
to May 30, 2009. Dr. Jakhar also served as Deputy Minister 
Cooperation, Irrigation and Power in Punjab between 1973-77 
and then Leader of Opposition in the Assembly between 1977 
and 1979. Dr. Balram Jakhar was a four-time MP in Lok Sabha 
starting from his election in the seventh Lok Sabha in 1980. He 
was again elected in 1984, 1991 and 1998.
In 1980, he became Lok Sabha Speaker and served till 1989 for 
two terms during which he was instrumental in automation 
and computerization of the House works.He worked extensively 
for promotion of Parliament Library, smartening the reference, 
research and documentation system of the House and 
streamlining information for the members. He became AICC 
General Secretary in 1990 and from 1992 he was member of 
Congress Working Committee.
He is survived by two sons and two daughters. v

vP's vISIt

congress vice presiDent rahul ganDhi Joins 
miDnight march for rohith vemula
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The National Executive meeting of NSUI comprising its 
National Office Bearers, State Presidents and special 
delegates was held on 10th-11th February 2016.

The venue of the meeting at Angamaly, Kerala was named 
“Rohith Vemula Nagar” after the University of Hyderabad dalit 
scholar who was forced to commit suicide earlier this year. 
Hon’ble AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi paid floral 
tributes to the deceased PhD scholar before he addressed the 
meeting on 10th February. The 2-day conclave was chaired 
by Shri Roji M John, National President NSUI. Several senior 
party leaders including Shri Mukul Wasnik, General Secretary, 
AICC; Shri Girish Chodankar, Secretary AICC incharge of 
NSUI; Shri V.M. Sudheeran, President, Kerala PCC; Shri 
Ramesh Chennithala, Home Minister, Government of Kerala; 
Shri Hibi Eden, MLA and others attended the meeting.

The chair, Shri Roji M John, highlighted the last one year’s 
activities of the NSUI emphasising on the student union 
election victories in Varanasi, Meerut, Agra, Rajasthan, Assam, 
Gujarat, Kerala, Chhattisgarh etc. Thanking Shri Gandhi for his 
faith in NSUI while distributing election tickets, Shri Roji John 
said, “Wherever you have given tickets to our cadres, they have 
performed exceptionally well by defeating their nearest rivals 
with huge margins, be it in Gujarat, Chhattisgarh or Kerala. 
We have amongst us today the youngest mayor in India, Shri 
DevendraYadav who defeated a sitting BJP MLA by 45,000 
votes in Chhattisgarh.”

Shri John also expressed deep commitment towards fighting 
the current dispensation that is throttling voices of dissent, 
infringing upon the autonomy of our educational institutions, 
selecting people of mediocrity in positions of excellence, 
communalizing the education system and crushing the voices 
of the marginalised sections.  He said, “We will be holding 
a national conclave with representatives from educational 

A Report

national executive meeting of nsui

vP's vISIt

institutions across the country to ensure that our campuses 
remain spaces that promotes critical and rational thinking 
where students aren’t punished for exercising their right to 
freedom of expression and dissent. We call upon all progressive 
student organisations to join us in this endeavour.”

AICC Secretary in charge of NSUI, Shri Girish Chodankar 
said, “Today there is a systematic attack on the marginalised 
sections of the society. Ambedkar Periyar Study circle in 
IIT Chennai was banned last year, and then in Hyderabad 
Central University, dalit students were suspended and 
ostracised. Having stood with them throughout, we realize 
how important it is to give them a voice. We are striving hard 
to get maximum representation of students from the SC, ST, 
OBC communities. We are also working on programmes to 
get more girl students join the system, one of which is waiving 
off membership and nomination fees.”

Shri Rahul Gandhi in his address congratulated the Office 
Bearers who have won elections at various levels. Referring 
to the name of the venue, he said Rohith Vemula was a victim 
of institutional murder. He said, “It has come to a stage for 
the first time that the Minister of Education was reporting to 
RSS chief. Though Rohit committed suicide, he was actually 
killed by the RSS and the government which tried to impose 
its will on him. No Rohith Vemula should be created in this 
country anymore.”

He also took a jibe at the left front saying, “the Left front and 
RSS are two sides of the same coin. Both impose one idea upon 
everyone. Those that disagree are not given any space. The 
Left’s belief is that one man knew everything and anyone who 
questions it or says otherwise is thrown out. In the states where 
they are in power, they are violent and politically intolerant.”

He also urged the NSUI to combat “anti-poor” policies 
of the Modi government.  Finding faults with policies and 
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programmes of the BJP government, he said while the annual 
railway budget stands at Rs 140,000 crore, the government has 
decided to spend Rs 98,000 crore for setting up bullet train 
network. He lamented that two-third of the budget is spent 
on a train that will be used by only thousands of people in the 
country when it could have been used to enhance the services 
beneficial to millions of citizens.

Shri Gandhi also said “the rSS is making efforts to post its 
men in all the universities in the country. And the Prime 
Minister is nothing but a puppet at the hands of the rSS. A 
spirit of dissent is emerging among the youth of the country 
and the BJP, run by rSS, realises this and hence is trying 
hard to crush it.” 

He urged NSUI to become a part of the dissenting voices 
and “continue creating chaos, as the BJP hates chaos and 
challenge.” He urged members of the National Students Union 
of India (NSUI) to fight for protecting the interests of Indian 
students and their right to ask questions.

About coming assembly polls, he acknowledged that wherever 
the youth have been given an opportunity, they have performed 
tremendously and proved themselves. He emphasised the need 
for giving more youth representation in the party as well as 
the electoral system.

The meeting was also joined by activists from FTII-Pune. 
Yashasvi Misra, who was among the torch-bearers of the FTII 
strike, shared the journey of the 139-day long strike against 
the appointment of not only Gajendra Chauhan as Chairman 
but other incompetent people in the governing council who 
were selected solely for their affiliation with the RSS. Activists 
from Joint Action Committee for Justice for Rohith Vemula, 
University of Hyderabad also joined the meet and talked about 
the circumstances which led Rohith Vemula to commit suicide. 
They also highlighted their future course of action to ensure 
Rohith Vemula gets justice. 

Former Ambassador of India to Austria, Shri T.P. Srinivasan 
who is currently adviser to the Kerala Government on higher 
education also joined the meeting and talked about the 
challenges in the current education system. Narrating the 
recent violent attack on him by SFI activists while on his way 
to address a global education forum, Ambassador Srinivasan 
said, “Such violence was a sign of intolerance by people who 
accuse others of intolerance.” He talked about the need to 
increase the education budget and research spending.

The executive meeting also laid out plans for the 125th Birth 
Anniversary of B.R. Ambedkar, the upcoming assembly 
elections, 10th anniversary of the RTI Act among other 
things. v

Supreme Court to ensure adequate security outside Patiala 
House Court, the government has refused to prevent attacks 
on journalists and students. The Supreme Court Panel 
appointed to assess the situation was itself subjected to abuse 
and assault. Such lawlessness in defiance of a Supreme Court 
directive, on two occasions by the same set of people, some of 
whom are identified with the ruling dispensation on various 
fora, cannot but be without the tacit support, encouragement 
or at best, the indifference of the ruling establishment. 
The government’s complete failure in managing tensions 
and restoring law and order and its refusal to protect the 
democratic rights of its citizens is a cause of deep concern 
to us.

The attack on the press appears to be designed to intimidate 
and threaten the fourth pillar of our democracy, to prevent 
them from doing their job without fear or favour. This does 
not bode well for our democracy. It is unacceptable.

Unfortunately, the violence at Patiala House Court is 
not an isolated incident. Over the last few months, the 
NDA government has displayed a dangerous tendency of 
undermining democratic freedoms and crushing the voices 
of those who do not share their views. Last month, Rohith 
Vemula, a PhD student at Hyderabad Central University, was 
pushed to commit suicide after he was deemed anti-national 
merely for his association with the Ambedkar Students 
Association (ASA). Most worryingly such intimidation 
and violence is taking place with alarming regularity in our 
Universities, which are meant to nurture new ideas, encourage 
debate and discussion. Across the country, whether in JNU, 
in Hyderabad Central University, in FTII and other places of 
learning, students are being bullied and threatened, simply 
for holding views contrary to the ruling establishment.

The Congress Party and its leadership condemn any 
expression of anti-nationalism outright. Those indulging in 
such behavior must be identified and dealt with strictly. But 
we are here as representatives of all the young and vibrant 
students who love and believe in the founding ideals of our 
nation and our constitution. Their right to debate, dissent, 
criticize and express their views fearlessly must be defended.

As representatives of the people of India, we cannot stand by 
quietly as the government fails to do its duty by the people. 
We are here to place our concerns before you and request 
your assistance in ensuring that immediate action is taken to 
check the state of lawlessness and subversion of democratic 
rights. As the patron of Universities, we call upon you to 
protect their freedom and uphold the values that built our 
nation”. v

rss imposing flaweD iDeology on stuDents: 
rahul on Jnu row

continued from page 15
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VP’s Poll Campaign

rahul ganDhi accuseD the bJp of spreaDing 
violence anD hatreD, anD urgeD people to vote for 

the congress for peace anD progress

GOHPUr/BIHPUrIA:    Launching 
the Congress poll campaign in Assam, 
AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
accused the BJP of spreading violence and 
hatred, and urged people to vote for the 
Congress for peace and progress.

Shri Rahul Gandhi arrived in Assam 
on 15th February, 2016 on a two-day 
visit and headed straight to Gohpur in 
Sonitpur district, where he addressed 
party workers.

vP's vISIt

He then went to Bihpuria in 
Lakhimpur district to address 
a conclave of women workers 
of the party. Shri Rahul 
Gandhi was accompanied 
by AICC General Secretary 
Incharge of Assam Shri C.P. 
Joshi, Assam Chief Minister 
Shri Tarun Gogoi, Assam 
PCC President Shri Anjan 
Dutta and many other senior 
leaders.

“The Congress is trying to 
bring peace and progress 
to Assam. I hope you all 
remember what was the 
situation here, 15 years back. 
People were scared to go out 
of their house and there was 

insecurity and hopelessness. However, 
the Congress government in Assam 
brought peace and development,” Shri 
Rahul Gandhi told party workers at 
Bihpuria.

“This is the difference between the 
Congress and the BJP. While we work for 
peace, the BJP wants to spread violence 
and destroy the brotherhood between 

communities.

“They want to make Hindus fight against 
Muslims. You can see Bihar, Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Haryana... wherever they (BJP) 
went, they triggered clashes between 
communities by spreading hatred.

Taking a dig at Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said: “In Bihar, he (Modi) 
went ahead of the polls and made Hindus 
fight against Muslims.

“He thought by making Hindus and 
Muslims fight against each other, he 
would win the polls. However, Lalu ji, 
Nitish ji and the Congress joined hands 
and spread brotherhood and harmony 
among the community and won the 
elections. The same will be repeated here,” 
said Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“Assembly elections are near, and we 
need to tell the people why Congress is 
their best option for saving the country 
from a party that has only ensured an 
atmosphere of intolerance and conflict 
between communities,” he said.

The Congress leader appreciated the role 
played by freedom fighters and martyrs 
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Vice-President said his government in 
Assam had done wonderful things that 
have changed lives of the poor, of women, 
of tea labourers and children. “Fifteen 
years ago, people were scared of coming 
out of their houses because of insurgency. 
Today there is peace all around. It is the 
Congress that put Assam back on the 
rails,” he said. “The Congress government 
in Assam has so many schemes for 
women. Women in Assam get money 
right from their birth. A girl child gets 
a sum at birth, a bicycle in Class VIII 
and a laptop when she gets 50 per cent 
in Class X final. They also get money for 
marriage, and then there is a scheme for 
unmarried women and widows too,” he 
said at a women’s rally in Bihpuria. 

“A Congress wind is blowing in Assam. 
The people have understood how hollow 
Modi’s promises were. They will now try 
to destroy peace and amity before the 
elections here. But they will meet the 
same fate as in Bihar,” Congress Vice 
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

rSS a threat to multi-cultural India: 

vP's vISIt

of Assam like Shri Kanaklata Baruah and 
Smt. Bhogeswari Phukanani. He said that 
if Assam has progressed today, it was due 
to the role played by women martyrs.

“No society can progress without women. 
The empowerment of women is an 
agenda for the Congress and wherever 
there is a Congress government, we 
have always tried to prioritize women 
empowerment,” he said.

Congress Vice President said PM Modi 
only gives assurances but never fulfils 
them. 

Drawing attention, Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi recalled 
Prime Minister Modi’s 2014 election 
promise of bringing back black money 
from abroad and depositing Rs 15 lakh 
in every citizen’s bank account, and asked 
if anybody had received that amount. 
“Is there any person in Assam who got 
that Rs 15 lakh Modi had promised? Is 
there anyone sitting here today who has 
received Rs. 15 lakh in his account?” he 
asked.

“Crores of rupees were sent to Assam 
under the special category for its 
development by the previous UPA 
Government, which benefitted the 
people. However, when Modi ji became 
Prime Minister, the first thing he did was 
to withdraw the special category status 
from the Assam, he said.

Congress vice President Shri rahul 
Gandhi said “Modi ji not only failed 
to fulfill his promises but snatched 
away what the Congress government 
had given to Assam,” he said. Hitting 
out at Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
the Congress Vice President also tried 
to draw the attention of women and the 
tea labourer voters of upper Assam. In 
Titabor chief minister Tarun Gogoi’s 
constituency he alleged that the BJP 
government at the Centre had stopped 
ration to the plantation labourers. In 
Bihpuria, he said it was only in Congress-
ruled states that women were given top 
priority. 

“The Prime Minister Modi made so many 
tall promises in Assam during the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections. Has he fulfilled any 
one of them? The answer is a big ‘No’. 
Instead, he has stopped supply of rations 
to the tea labourers. He has curtailed 
Assam’s Special Category State status. 
He also tried to stop MGNREGA and 
mid-day meal schemes. Prices of essential 
commodities have gone up manifold,” 

Showering praise on Chief Minister of 
Assam Shri Tarun Gogoi, the Congress 

“assembly elections are near, anD we neeD to tell the 

people why congress is their best option for saving 

the country from a party that has only ensureD an 

atmosphere of intolerance anD conflict between 

communities,” saiD rahul ganDhi
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rahul Gandhi tells Assam

Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul 
G a n d h i  c h a r g e d  t h e  R a s ht r i y a 
Swayamsevak Sangh of wanting to wipe 
out multiculturalism in India as he 
campaigned for the party in Assam on 16 
February 2016, a day after he attacked the 
BJP for its “divisive” politics.

On the last day of his two-day visit 
to  Assam, while addressing a rally, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said, ”Narendra Modi wants 
to rule Assam or Manipur or Arunachal 
Pradesh by remote control from Nagpur. 
Modi wants to impose only one line of 
thought by breaking the age-old tradition 
of peace, culture and history.” 

Illustrating with a bouquet presented to 
him from which he plucked out all the 
flowers save for a near-saffron gladioli, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “The RSS agenda 
is dangerous for a multicultural state like 
Assam where people follow different 
faiths. We cannot let the RSS tinker with 
our history and subdue local cultures.”

“15 years ago, I remember the day when 
in Assam there was violence, tears and 
blood were being shed. Youth had no 
future in Assam. Earlier, when people 
used to talk about Assam, they used to 
talk about violence.” He further said, 
“But today there is peace, brotherhood, 
and friendship in Assam.Congress party 
ki soch nayi nhi hai, puraani soch hai, 
hazaaron saal se wahi soch Assam mein 
chali aa rhi hai.”

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi was speaking at the Sivasagar 
Deeni Madrasa where he made a stop 
during his 6 km-walk from Rangghar, 
a medieval amphitheatre with strong 
Ahom symbolism, to Darbar Field.

Hitting out at the Prime Minister, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi added, “Modi ji kehte the 
bohut mehangaayi ho gayi, mehangaayi 
ko main kam karunga aur aaj dal Rs 200 
hai aur Modiji 15 lakh ka suit pehente hai.”

Referring to Modi’s handling of the 
northeast, he said he had one day rung up 

Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
and informed her 
that he had signed a 
“historic Nagaland 
accord” which the 
Congress could not 
in 40 years.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
asked Rahul to find 
o u t  f r o m  C h i e f 
Ministers of Assam, Nagaland and 
Arunachal Pradesh about the accord but 
all of them said they had no knowledge 
of it, he said.

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
too said he had no information when 
contacted, Shri Rahul Gandhi claimed.

“Don’t know what Modi was thinking 
and what he achieved 
by way of the Naga 
accord. There should 
be some weight and 
value in the Prime 
Minister’s statement 
when he rings up 
a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e 
Opposition,” he said.

Modi had announced 
the signing of an 

accord between the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM) and 
the Centre on August 3 last year. “(Assam 
Chief Minister) Shri Tarun Gogoi told me 
that Modi before visiting Assam does not 
take briefings on the state, does not want 
to know about it. He just talks about few 
things in the meetings here and then goes 
away,”Congress Vice President claimed. v

post rahul ganDhi visit, winD in assam blowing 
in congress favour, claims tarun gogoi
Guwahati: A day after Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi made a hurricane two-day tour of upper Assam, Chief 
Minister Shri Tarun Gogoi on 17th February, 2016 said signals 
were clear that the wind in the poll-bound state was blowing 
in favour of the Congress party. “The manner in which the 
visit of AICC Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi to Assam 
evoked spontaneity and enthusiasm among the people, it clearly 
indicates that the wind is blowing in favour of the Congress,” Shri Gogoi in a 
statement said. Gandhi, in his two-day tour on 15th & 16th of February, addressed 
meetings in Gohpur, Bihpuria, Titabor and Sivasagar apart from taking part in 
a six-km padyatra. 
He said that the people of Assam were fed up with the false pre-poll promises 
of the Modi government to usher in acche din. “Moreover, clearly noticing its 
U-turns on major issues concerning the state, the people have rallied behind the 
Congress knowing that it is the most secular, pro-poor and development oriented 
party,” Gogoi said. v

vP's vISIt
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Rahul Gandhi is a real brave heart and fighter. A 
concerned citizen and a true democrat which he is, 
one can witness his desperation to sort out and resolve 

the JNU row. So much so, that he is not even concerned about 
a sedition case already filed against him in the Allahabad High 
Court. The dedication and love to the nation which runs in his 
veins will push him to walk distances for the cause of it. 
The present government which seems to have failed on every 
front of governance is making every effort to keep the JNU issue 
alive. Whatever happened was unfortunate, and the university’s 
internal mechanism should have been allowed to take its course. 
But the government and its agencies highjacked the issue for 
petty political gains. 
Rahul Gandhi stands in solidarity with the students of JNU, and 
is making every effort to take the issue around. He addressed 
the JNU students inside the campus amidst huge cheers. He 
defended the right to disagree with a dominant political position, 
and welcomed the idea that university should be a site of 
disagreements and dissent. After all, where one can dwell upon if 
not universities, if one challenges the present decaying structures 
and envisages a new one to replace it. The government’s anger 
and scheme to shut down this recreation of political idea is very 
disturbing. It is against the democratic ethos which the founders 
of this nation have worked hard to build.
JNU, which has been named after Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru, is at 
the centre of the “Idea of India”. For Pundit Nehru, universities 
meant standing for humanism, tolerance, reason, adventure of 
ideas and search for the truth. This is what the Congress Party 
has always stood for. And this is what is being attacked today 
by a regime which wants to catapult the spirit of democracy 
and debate. It is very unfortunate that the involved students 
were not given a single opportunity to explain their action. The 
government’s action made people believe that those students 
were anti-nationals, and soon the whole university was branded 
as such.

The follow-up events are equally disturbing. The way a 
proper trial is being distorted inside the Court rooms, and 
the advocates, who are seemingly a pillar of civil society are 
maddening like mob is shocking. The same media which 
was playing propagandist against the poor students of JNU 
is being manhandled all over the streets. This government 
seems to have succeeded in translating a secular-nationalism 
in a religious xenophobia. The supporters of this government 
are not even ready to discuss and debate, which is at the heart 
of the democracy. A civilised social order seems to have been 
barbarised, and we strongly condemn the actions. 
rahul Gandhi rightly pointed out that the government 
through rSS is trying to impose a “flawed” ideology on the 
students. He is equally pained at the follow-through of the 
events. He along with some senior members of the Congress 
Party met the Hon. President of India today. He in his letter 
to the President has observed that how the “government’s 
complete failure in managing tensions and restoring law 
and order and refusal to protect the democratic rights of its 
citizens is a cause of deep concern.” 
The politics and the idea which the Congress Party represents 
are truly the results of the long freedom struggle movement. In 
the leadership of the Congress, people of India fought hard for 
their right of freedom and expression against the colonial state. 
And thus, the party respects the manifestation of that struggle 
as it is enshrined in the Constitution of India. The present 
government’s ideologues who never sacrificed for the freedom 
of the motherland have not left a legacy behind them too. That 
is the sole reason that this government and its supporters does 
not know how to value and preserve the democratic conscience. 
But as Rahul Gandhi has firmly emphasised and promised that 
he will continue the struggle against such forces. v

Dr Shashi Kumar Singh, 
Phd., D Litt

the gallant Democrat  
anD the Jnu row
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The growth of any nation depends on the strength of 
University system as these institutions always create 
correspondence between change and continuity 

and always redefine the space according to changing times. 
Infact, Universities have always been centre of difference 
of opinion, freedom of expression and multiplicity of 
concepts. Obviously, the freedom of expression, at no 
stretch can be extrapolated to advocating, sloganeering 
and plotting disintegration of the country. Those who 
were involved in shouting anti-India slogans in JNU on 
9/2/16, they should be brought to the book through proper 
and impartial investigation so that such tendencies can be 
curbed and discouraged. But in the name of investigation any 
attempt to control a campus will be counterproductive for 
democratic national development. With the advent of BJP-
led NDA government at the centre, the unease has dawned 
on the campuses across the country and been increasing 
day by day.

From the beginning, the present government unleashed 
systematic attack on the academic institutions and their 
statutory bodies like Academic Council and Executive 
Council have been reduced to be rubber stamp. The Choice 
Based Credit System (CBCS) was imposed at one go on 
the all government universities and consequently, all the 
universities including central universities are teaching 
syllabuses decided by the UGC. By doing so they violated 
the acts of all the universities which have the mandate of 
the Parliament. Secondly, No two universities in the world 
teach the same syllabus. Regimentation of knowledge is 
pushing these universities to medieval times. With shrinking 
spaces in university there is nothing left for any innovation 
and creation of new knowledge system as it is already being 
predecided. Thus, stifling freedom of expression in the 
country is the new mantra of BJP. This can be seen from 
recent action by MHRD which directed the universities 
to reply its letters within four hour of their receipt. These 
letters are sent in the name of consultation on the issues of 
opening of Foreign University Campuses, fee structure and 

addition of infrastructure in existing universities. In one 
case, universities received a letter at 10.23 AM and they 
were asked to reply the ministry at 1.00PM on the same day. 
This is a perfect example of Tuglaki Farmaan of the present 
government. Such dictates from the ministry have snatched 
autonomy away from the universities. This blatant attack on 
statutory decision making bodies like AC, EC & University 
Court is nothing but a deep rooted agenda to saffronise and 
communalise higher education. 

In supporting the following resolution of 19th Indian 
National Congress in 1903, Madan Mohan Malviya opposed 
Universities Bill and said, “ The Universities Bill, if passed 
into Law, will have the effect of restricting the area of 
education and completely destroying the independence 
of the Universities upon which largely depend their 
efficiency and usefulness , and turning them practically into 
department of Government.”He said, “that each University 
should be dealt by a separate Act”. the same line of 
keeping universities free from governmental interference 
was maintained in both formal and informal sense. 
the Congress led government under the leadership of 
Nehruji laid down the foundation of various educational 
institutions such as IIts and IIMs according maximum 
autonomy for them. But this situation seems to be under 
serious threat with the advent of Modi government perusing 
Fascist agenda aggressively.

The shocking suicide by young dalit scholar- Rohith Vemula 
in University of Hyderabad (UoH) indicates that the present 
dispensation has failed to use these institutions as a means 
of social transformation and turned Rohith’s difference of 
opinion being into anti-national. This growing interference 
towards difference of opinion does not augur well for the 
democratic India. The suicide notes of Rohith Vemula 
speaks about the death of aspirations of a youth coming 
from socially marginalized section, who wanted to achieve 
meaningful position through educational means. Nothing 
can be more saddening than a young talented mind losing 

Aditya Narayan Misra

attacks on institutions of  
tolerance: university system

“We have to understand one another, and if we cannot agree about everything, we must 
atleast agree to differ and know where we agree and where we differ”

-J.LNehru , Address to Annual Convocation 
of Muslim University of Aligarh, 24/1/1948
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his life out of a desperation emerging out of a system where 
institutional mechanism and rule of law seem to have given 
way to ‘rule of MHRD diktats’. We firmly believe that suicide 
cannot be a method of fighting social and political battle and 
appeal to desist from this.

In the case of JNU incident of 9/2/16, the Vice Chancellor 
had timely constituted Enquiry committee and teachers, 
students and karamcharis had expressed faith in this 
committee. Even, the Chancellor had praised these timely 
actions including setting up of enquiry committee. It 
is shocking that neither UGC nor MHRD or any other 
responsible departments of government acknowledged or 
appreciated the move. Rather, the elected representatives of 
BJP or its sister organizations continuously expressed violent 
methods in public and aired abusive statements which led to 
defamation of entire JNU as an institution. Although, The 
statement of JNUTA clearly termed excessive police action 
in JNU as “an attack on the varsity which is known for its 
democratic ethos. It said, “The JNU teaching community is 
extremely concerned at threat to democratic ethos, which 
has played a critical role in assuring that university serves its 
social function and secure its position as one of the premier 
institution of higher education.” rahul Gandhi out rightly 
said, “If somebody has said or done anything against the 
country, they should be punished according to the law,” 
At the same time, he said, “But you cannot defame all the 
students and an entire institution like JNU. It is not the 
government’s job to destroy our educational institutions 
and crush expression of all students,” (The Indian Express 
19/02/2016 at 1.54 pm)

Contrary to ideas of democracy, the attack in the Patiala 
House Court shows an attempt to define a unilinear model 
of nationalism thus suffocating all dissent and hinting at 
growing intolerance that is got manifested in the attack. This 
is a strategic attempt to silence and assume ‘certification-
agency’ for nationalism and gaining legitimacy among people 
thereby hiding their failure to contribute meaningfully to 
Indian national movement. We know that freedom of speech 
and expression is available with limitations, we all know it, 
but those limitations should not be used to propagate only 
one ideology because of being in power. Therefore, the NDA 
government is rupturing the autonomy of Universities 
which had been vociferously opposed by various leaders 
such as Madan Mohan Malviya ji etc. this fascist design of 
NDA must be opposed so that knowledge production and 
knowledge dissemination remains outside the control of 
fascist forces and continuously University system serves 
the purpose as outlined in Acts, statutes and ordinances 
of Universities passed in Parliament. v

Former President DUTA & FEDCUTA
Vice-Chairman, Vichar Vibhag, AICC

former nepal pm sushil koirala 
passes away
New Delhi: Former Prime 
Minister of Nepal and Nepali 
Congress President Sushil 
Koirala passed away due to 
Pneumonia at his residence 
9th February, 2016. He was 
79.

Koirala, who was elected 
Prime Minister of Nepal on 
February 10, 2014, died at 
his residence in Maharajgunj 
on the outskirt of capital Kathmandu. 

He had returned from the U.S. after undergoing a successful 
treatment for the lung cancer and is credited with 
promulgating the new constitution of Nepal in September 
last year.

Koirala was suffering from Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD) and he succumbed to the disease.

Born in Banaras, India, Koirala entered politics in 1954 
and was in political exile in India for 16 years following the 
royal takeover of 1960.

Koirala was a key figure in adoption of Nepal’s new 
constitution last September. After ethnic Madhesis later 
blocked border points with India and imposed a general 
strike in south Nepal to protest against the constitution, 
Koirala attempted to resolve the issue by negotiating with 
the protesters.

Koirala spent his life in politics fighting for democracy in 
Nepal and led protests in 2006 that ended a centuries—old 
monarchy system and turned Nepal into a republic.

In a message, Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 
condoled the passing away of former Nepal PM, Shri Sushil 
Koirala. Underlining the close relation with Nepal as also that 
with the Nepali Congress, to which Shri Koirala belonged, 
Smt. Gandhi said that his contribution to fostering Indo-
Nepal ties will always be remembered. He led his country 
during extremely difficult and testing times and contributed 
immensely to the transition of Nepal into a Republic.

In a separate message, Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said “My heartfelt condolences to the people of 
Nepal on the passing away of former PM & Nepali Congress 
President Shri Sushil Koiralaji. A committed democrat Sushil 
Koiralaji had a long association with India. His loss will be 
deeply mourned”. v
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The approach of current regime towards the recent 
incidents in Central University Hyderabad and 
Jawahar Lal Nehru University is not only outside 

the framework of the constitution, but also, against the 
values’ enshrined in the preamble of the Constitution of 
India. Although, the context of issue is different in both 
the cases, but, the approach of current regime is pre-
determined. The common thread in approach of the current 
regime is to address any type of crisis outside the frame of 
constitution and an attempt to legitimize anti-constitutional 
approach paving way to anarchy. Obviously, in this type 
of anarchy, the definitions of nationalism are not defined 
by the constitution, but by subjective interpretation of self 
appointed nationalists. 

At the outset, it may be clearly said that the anti-India slogans 
(incidents of 9/2/16 in JNU), raised as visible in some video 
footages , must be condemned and needful may be done 
as per law. Rahul Gandhi outrightly said, “Congress Party 
condemns any expression of anti-nationalism outright. 
Those indulging in such behavior must be identified and 
dealt with strictly”. Further, He said, “Anti-India sentiments 
are unquestionably unacceptable. But the right to dissent and 
debate is an essential ingredient of any democracy. The Modi 
government and the ABVP bullying an institution like JNU, 
simply because it won’t follow their line, is condemnable. The 
most anti-national people are the ones who are suppressing 
the voice of this institution”. 

None of minister or office bearer of BJP demanded 
judicial investigation on the whole issue. Although, the 
High Level Enquiry Committee of three senior Faculty 
members constituted by JNU identified eight students, and 
recommended disciplinary actions. Further, the Times of 
India reported (17/2/16, 10:35am) “The latest reports by 
intelligence agencies suggest that there is no video evidence 

with the Delhi police yet to show JNU student’s union leader 
Kanhaiya Kumar shouted “anti-national” slogans on the 
campus. They also rule out the role of terror elements as 
claimed by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh”. 

Instead of accepting this report or constituting any higher 
judicial investigation, The discourse of BJP painted entire 
JNU as centre for terrorist activity. It is most unfortunate 
approach of any governments towards university system. If 
BJP cabinet minister or HRD or Home Minister would have 
taken a stand to take action as per any judicial investigation, 
the people of this country would have been told the truth 
in totality. But, the interpretation of people like BJP MLA 
was propagated as final truth and in the name of BJP’s ‘Final 
truth’, the anti-social elements and members of extremist 
groups got a license to issue certificate of nationalism. 

This version of nationalism is contrary to the understanding 
of nationalism of Mahatama Gandhi, Dr. Ambedkar, Nehru 
etc. Infact, this BJP’s version of nationalism do not have 
space for diversity and dissent; interpretation is fixed and 
parameters of interpretation are predetermined. Rahul 
Gandhi has vehemently opposed BJP’s version of nationalism 
where anarchy, physical attacks on teachers, women, 
students, minorities, tribals, dalits etc., are justified. 

The three activists of ABVP (JNU) resigned in protest 
against the approach of current regime. These students 
include Rahul Yadav (President, SSS), Ankit Hans( Sec, SSS), 
Pradeep Narval (Joint secretary, ABVP, JNU). These students 
said, “They cannot be mouthpiece of a government that has 
unleashed oppression on student community”. NDTV India 
reported (18/2/16, 2:19 PM) 

^^ujoky us dgk fd dUgS;k ds ckjs esa nks"k vkSj ltk dk QSlyk 

mPpre U;k;ky; dks djus fn;k tk,A dkuwu dks viuk dke djus 

nsuk pkfg, vkSj Hkkjr esa ^^rkfycku laL—fr** ugha gksuh pkfg,A**

Dr Surendra Kumar

from central university hyDerabaD to 
Jnu: an era of intolerance

“A University stands for humanism. For tolerance, for reason, for the adventure of ideas 
and for the search of truth. It stands for the onward march of the human race towards ever 
higher objectives. If the Universities discharge their duties adequately, then it is well with 

the Nation and the People.” Address to a Special convocation of University of Allahabad, 
December, 13, 1947
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Similarly, Rahul Gandhi vehemently expressed anguish 
against involvement of authorities (although degree 
may vary) directly/indirectly in brutalities as reflected 
in cases of Dadri, Sunpedh, University of Hyderabad. 
The institutionalized murder of Rohith Vemula is an 
institutionalized and organized attempt to define India in a 
particular way which is against diverse ideas of India evolved 
and celebrated throughout history. Infact, Hyderabad has 
become centre of alternate interpretation w.r.t knowledge 
production and SC/ST students are participating in this 
process in large numbers. 

As per Bhopal document, the share of total SC/ST population 
in Andhra Pradesh in 7% and approx 18% of this population 
goes for Higher education. Increasingly, the new generation 
of SC/ST/OBC is reading Phule, Ambedkar, Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King, Kancha Iliah etc., in different ways, and a new 
range of interpretations is emerging opposed by fascist forces. 

Unfortunately, the ministers of current regime at centre are 
unable to understand diversity of thought and innovative way 
of alternate thinking as reflected in the ideas and philosophy 
of Rohith , so Bandaru Dattatraya described this thinking 
as anti-national and extremist. Prior to NDA, the elected 
M.P.s, Cabinet Ministers never wrote these kinds of letters 
to describe other (in this case students) as anti-national. 
Shockingly, It is glorified by complete silence of Honorable 
Prime Minister either on this issue or issues of Dadri or 
Sunpedh or JNU or irresponsible statements of its cabinet 
ministers. 

The Honourable Prime Minister may not be associated with 
this culture of intolerance, but his complete silence or act 
of spectator puzzles this country in totality especially when 
members of his party are taking law into their own hands.

Obviously, in the name of x or y incidents, the current 
government is trying to impose its own version of nationalism 
and this version of nationalism is neither inclusive nor as 
per spirit of the constitution. 

Instead of following institutionalized mechanisms such as 
enquiry committees etc., as established by University system 
and its autonomy, we are moving towards a dictatorship and 
highly autocratic system as was done by Hitler or Stalin. 

In the name of national interest, we are subduing dissenting 
voices and it must be resisted by talking what is nationalism. 

Therefore, any era which is defined and conceptualized 
outside the framework of Constitution and whose methods 
are based on violence is an era of intolerance. v

The author is a Professor in Department of History, Faculty 
of Social Sciences, University of Delhi

mrinalini sarabhai passes away
New Delhi: Noted danseuse 
and Padma Bhushan recipient 
Mrinalini Sarabhai passed 
away on 21st January, 2016 
morning in Ahmedabad. She 
was 97.She had been admitted 
to hospital a day before.

Trained in Bharatnatyam, 
Kathakali and Mohiniyattom, 
she was educated at 
Shantiniketan under 
Rabindranath Tagore. She was married to the architect of 
India's space programme, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai.

Besides being a classical dancer, she was a poet, writer and 
environmentalist and played a leading role in the social 
and art scene in Ahmedabad. She was one of the first 
classical dancer to turn to choreography.

She is survived by daughter Mallika and son Kartikey, 
founder of Ahmedabad-based Centre for Environment 

Education (CEE).

In a condolence message to her 
daughter Ms. Mallika Sarabhai, 
the Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi said, “I am so sad 
to learn of the passing away of your 
beloved mother.Throughout her long, 
active and fulfilled life, Mrinalini 
Sarabhai contributed richly to our 
cultural landscape, through the 

talent and passion that imbued everything she did. She 
was an inspiring teacher to thousands of students at 
her Darpana Academy, and an exceptionally gifted and 
productive dancer, choreographer and writer. Mrinaliniji 
was, moreover, a staunch nationalist and patriot, who 
courageously defended our pluralistic culture and secular 
values. In this, she was upholding the proud tradition of 
her own parents who were such brave freedom fighters.At 
this time of grief you must draw solace from the fact that 
your mother must have taken great pride in the courage 
and conviction with which you yourself have always acted 
and spoken out against prejudice and discrimination, and 
that you carry forward her wonderful legacy as a dancer as 
well. We will always honour Mrinalini Sarabhai’s memory, 
just as we continue to honour the memory of your brilliant 
father, Vikram Sarabhai.” v
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economy sinking, Despite tall claims
While the PMs smoke-screen of empty rhetorical drama and hyperbole like Make 
in India, Digital India, Jan Dhan Yojana etc. continues unabated, the only thing 

India has been able to “make” is an unexpected economic stagnation characterized 
by high inflation even as deflation hovers on the horizon, low employment, a rupee 

that fell by close to 18 per cent and rural distress.

While the PMs smoke-screen 
of empty rhetorical drama 
and hyperbole like Make in 

India, Digital India, Jan Dhan Yojana etc. 
continues unabated, the only thing India 
has been able to “make” is an unexpected 
economic stagnation characterized by 
high inflation even as deflation hovers 
on the horizon, low employment, a rupee 
that fell by close to 18 per cent and rural 
distress.

Meanwhile, the Finance Minister, Shri 
Arun Jaitely is distracted and preoccupied 
with fighting a battle to restore his 
credibility after the serious allegations 
made against him in the DDCA Scandal. 
Between a PM who is more focused on a 
shameless personal PR campaign and an 
FM unable to give the requisite direction, 
the economy has been in a free fall.

This is ironic for a Sarkar which came to 
power on the tall promises and slogans of 
‘Achhe Din’ and other economic miracles.

Growth is flat, exports are down, inflation 
is high, investment is down, industrial 
production is at historic lows, and this 
despite a revenue windfall caused by 
record low prices of crude oil at below 30$ 
for a barrel (the lowest in 12 years). The 
story is worse in rural areas which have 
been choked of funds for social welfare 
schemes;

Following are some worrying statistics 
which prove the disastrous track record 
of this Government in managing India’s 
Economy- :

1)      The Indian economy grew at 7.2% 
in the first half of the financial year 

2015-16, while it grew at 7.3% in the 
entire financial year of 2014-15. The 
economic growth remained flat in the 
19 months of the Modi Government. 
This is after the base year to calculate 
the GDP was revised so as to increase 
the numbers.

2) t h e  I n d e x  o f  I n d u s t r i a l 
Production recorded a negative 3.2 
which is the lowest in four years. This 
is the very barometer of PM’s “Make 
in India” dreams which is turning out 
to be a mere slogan just as everything 
else.

3) Purchasing Manager Index fell below 
50 which formally signifies that there 
is contraction in the manufacturing 
sector.

4) 2015 saw 6 months of FII outflows 
from capital markets, the worst since 
the global 2008 financial crisis.

5)     The Rupee which was at Rs58 to the 
dollar when Shri Modi took charge 
has slid  to rs67 to the dollar  and 
continues to fall precipitously.

6) Rural demand continues to be weak.

7) Private investment is stagnant. Exports 
and corporate sales grew by 25-30% in 
the last decade; today, exports are -5% 
and corporate sales 0%

8) Consumer prices (CPI inflation) are 
rising amidst all this due to increase 
in service taxes. Consumer inflation 
up 5.6%. Consumer inflation edged 
up for the fifth straight month in 
December on rising food prices

9) Food inflation up 6.1%

10) Capital Goods demand contracts 
24.4%.

11) Freight Volumes by rail and sea are 
stagnant

12) Cement production is weak

13) New Capital Expenditure projects 
have shrunk

14) New projects  worth only Rs. 
1 lakh crore were announced in 
the December 2015 quarter, down 
from Rs. 4 lakh crore in December 
2014.  This is the lowest in the past 
5 quarters.

15) The value of abandoned projects also 
increased by 19% in 2015 compared 
to the same period in 2014. The 
transport infrastructure and storage 
sector accounted for 60% of these 
abandoned projects.

16) Confidence of India Inc is fast fading

17) 1 million Indians entering job markets 
every month in India have no jobs to 
employ them.

18) There has been a windfall advantage 
of a historic low in the prices of 
international crude, but the benefits 
of this are not been passed on to the 
consumer.

19) The Government talks about Make in 
India but the driver of manufacturing 
in India which is the SMe sector not 
receiving lending.

20)   There has been a Sharp escalation 
in the Debt to GDP ratio

A greater cause for concern is that since it 
came to power the Modi Government has 

Jairam ramesh
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systematically neglected and weakened 
the social sector schemes which had been 
put in place by previous Governments. 
These schemes and programmes were 
aimed at helping the poorest in India.

A few may recall the current PM’s 
fondness, in 2013, of asking whether the 
rupee will fall to a point where it exceeds 
the then Finance Minister’s age. In an 
ironic twist of fate, the rupee has, on his 
watch, fallen past the ages of the current 
PM and the FM. At the rate at which it is 
going, we won’t be surprised if it crosses 
the ages of the veterans he has retired to 
the BJP’s margdarshakmandal.

Congress Party provides polic y 
blueprint for Start Up innovation in 
India

We understand that the Modi government 
is scheduled to announce a policy for 
“start ups” on January 16th.

As usual, the Prime Minister will be 
claiming credit for and repackaging what 
the Congress had already put in place.

Between 2004 and 2014, India received $ 
90 billion in venture capital and private 
equity financing for 4000 companies, of 
which at least 2000 may well be start-ups. 
This had led to India becoming the third 
largest start ups country in the world, 
even before Mr. Modi coined his “Start 
Up India” slogan.  

Recognising their immense value in 
creating jobs, the Congress Vice President, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi has met with around 
30 start-up entrepreneurs in New 
Delhi and Bengaluru. These start ups 
cover various sectors such as e-commerce, 
food technology, transportation, facilities 
and logistics, banking, healthcare, 
manufacturing, agriculture etc.

During these meetings, Mr. Gandhi gave 
his unstinted support to these start ups 
saying “As hubs of innovation, and as job 
creators for India’s talented aspirational 
youth, Start Ups have a huge role to play 
in the next phase of India’s development. 
It is critical that they are provided all 
possible support by the government so they 
can truly achieve their potential. It is with 

this in mind that we in the Congress Party 
are actively engaging with the start up 
community, and will work hard to advocate 
for them, both to the Central government, 
and in the States where the Congress Party 
is in government”.

The Congress party urges the Government 
of India to consider the following 
suggestions for further stimulating start 
ups.

1 There must be a clear and categorical 
statement from the Government that 
it will support net neutrality and 
not allow large companies to restrict 
access to the internet. It should be the 
responsibility of the government to 
provide internet access to all and set a 
clear target date by which there will be 
universal internet access to all Indians.

2. Government buildings,  public 
universities and schools should be 
allowed to provide office space with 
power, connectivity and basic IT 
infrastructure to act as incubator for 
start ups.

3. Corporate social responsibility funds 
should be permitted to be invested in 
Start Up/innovation related research 
& development in public universities 
under the CSR guidelines laid down 
by UPA-II.

4. Start-ups domiciled in India face 
severe difficulties in both registration 
and protection of their intellectual 
property. The government must 
ensure ease of patent registration by 
streamlining the registration process, 
opening of more patent offices outside 
of just the four metros and shortening 
the time taken. The government must 
also assist Start Ups in defending their 
intellectual property rights in global 
disputes.

5. Direct or indirect government funding 
of Start Ups should be restricted to 
social sectors and not be open to all 
sectors in an unrestricted manner, 
which will be a risky use of taxpayer 
funds.

6. The National Skill Development 

Corporation (NSDC) established by 
UPA-II must be leveraged to meet the 
huge semi-skilled labour needs of start 
ups.

The Congress believes that hard-earned 
tax-payers money should only be invested 
in social sectors that will not attract 
private capital funds. Tax-payers money 
should not be invested in generic risky 
venture capital funds. It is unfortunate 
that the Modi Government has invested 
Rs 2000 crore in funds that are attracting 
huge amounts of money from Silicon 
Valley billionaires anyways. Government 
money should be invested in areas of social 
concern and importance. The UPA had set 
up an India Inclusive Innovation Fund in 
January 2014 that was meant exclusively 
for social sector innovation meant for 
the poorest sections of society. The new 
start-up policy of the government must 
not abandon this idea and instead expand 
this with more resources.

  Our Prime Minister has been more 
enthusiastic in meeting with Silicon 
Valley entrepreneurs than our own Start 
Up entrepreneurs. Had he done that, he 
would have realised that the only jobs 
in our economy is now being created by 
these Start Ups. Our macro economy 
is in doldrums despite the windfall 
from lower oil and commodity prices. 
Investor confidence is at an all-time low 
as evidenced by the massive FII outflows 
in recent months. The last time India 
witnessed such negative sentiment from 
foreign investors was during the global 
financial crisis of 2008 when the whole 
world was in shambles. Our currency is 
on a downward spiral. It has slid from 
Rs.59 to a dollar in May 2014 when the 
Prime Minister took over to Rs.67 to 
the dollar now. Amid this backdrop, it 
is time the Prime Minister moves from 
sloganeering    to governing and ensure 
“Start Up” India does not remain a mere 
slogan but a sound policy initiative based 
on the blueprint that the Congress party 
has outlined above. v

Statement by Shri Jairam Ramesh, MP (RS)
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LAND SCAM

“Nepotism, conflict of interest and blatant plundering 
of public land by Government of Gujarat led by the 
then Chief Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and Revenue 

Minister, Smt. Anandiben Patel to perpetuate profiteering and 
commercial interests have been adequately placed in public 
domain. Shockingly, Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 
and Chief Minister of Gujarat, Smt. Anandiben Patel have 
maintained a conspiratorial silence. Instead of replying to 
the pointed questions asked by Congress Party and others in 
public domain, Prime Minister, Shri Modi and Gujarat CM, 
Smt. Anandiben Patel have chosen to hide behind a factually 
incorrect and misleading statement issued by none less than 
Shri Dakshesh Shah (partner of Smt. Anar Patel), owner of the 
beneficiary company i.e. Wildwoods Resorts and Realties Private 
Limited (WWR). Is this the ‘zero tolerance for corruption and 
commitment to transparency and accountability’ promised by 
Shri Narendra Modi as his principal electoral rhetoric?

 Contrary to the misleading statement of Shri Dakshesh Shah, 
Shri Vajubhai Dhanak (father of Shri Sanjay Vajubhai Dhanak) 
was MLA from Janata Dal and not from Congress Party. It may 
further be noted that the then Government of Gujarat was a 
coalition government between BJP and Janata Dal. Further, 
Shri Vajubhai Dhanak and his son Sanjay Vajubhai Dhanak 
have joined BJP.

  What is most intriguing is the double jeopardy caused to 
farmers of Village Patla, District Amreli by so-called purchase 
of land at Rs.5/- per square metre i.e. a price cheaper than even 
a chocolate or a handkerchief or a bottle of mineral water. This 
truly depicts the rank exploitation of small gullible farmers in 
‘Modi Model of Governance’ under the then Chief Minister, 
Shri Narendra Modi. It is also wholly incorrect that the land 
allotted by Government of Gujarat, measuring 245 acres at a 
pittance of Rs.15/- per square metre i.e. Rs.60,000/- per acre 
was waste land. What must be noted that Gir Lion Sanctuary is 
itself a forest and land around it is fertile land.

 Instead, why are the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi or 

Gujarat CM, Smt. Anandiben Patel not coming forward to 
answer the following:-

  What was the criteria adopted for allotting the land to 
Wildwoods i.e. WWR? Was it through a public advertisement or 
an invitation to tender through a transparent allocation process 
for setting up of a resort or was it based on the oft repeated 
principle under Modi regime i.e. “You show me the face, I will 
show the rule”?

What was the criteria for determination of price of 245 acres 
of government land? Was it through public auction (as is the 
defined mode by Supreme Court) or through invitation of 
bids? Whether the price was determined based on a whimsical 
decision taken by the then Revenue Minister, Smt. Anandiben 
Patel and the then Chief Minister, Shri Narendra Modi?

 What was the justification for allotting the land to Wildwoods 
i.e. WWR for a resort when there was no experience with either 
the company or its promoters of ever running a resort or a hotel 
or a restaurant or any other connected activity?

Why was permission granted to WWR by Government of 
Gujarat to purchase agricultural land measuring 177 acres by 
relaxation of prohibition on purchase of agricultural land and 
why was change of land use granted for converting it from 
agricultural to commercial?

Was it not in patent violation of the eco-sensitive zone and 
other forest laws?

Has Wildwoods i.e. WWR not violated even the terms of 
allotment as no resort has been constructed on the spot? 
Why has no action been taken on the same by Government 
of Gujarat?

Is it not a fact that Shri Dakshesh Shah and Parshwa Texchem 
are co-owners of various entities along with Smt. Anar Patel, 
daughter of Smt. Anandiben Patel? Are inter-corporate linkages 
not conclusively established?

Truth is, that Prime Minister and Gujarat CM are hiding 

blatant plunDering of public lanD 
in guJarat by ananDiben patel anD  
then chief minister narenDra moDi

Arjun Modhwadia
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behind innocuous and misleading statements being issued 
by Shri Dakshesh Shah, business associate of Smt. Anar Patel. 
To ensure the credibility of high office of Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi must come forward and submit himself to a 
thorough probe through SIT monitored by Supreme Court. To 
ensure a fair probe, Gujarat CM, Smt. Anandiben Patel must 
resign forthwith.”   

rs. 125 crore land sold for rs. 1.5 crore: Anand Sharma

On the reaction of the Congress party on the issue concerning 
Smt. Anandiben’s daughter, Shri Anand Sharma said it is a 
serious matter which has come in public domain that under the 
watch of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the then Chief 
Minister of Gujarat, there was plunder of public  lands which 
was given at throwaway prices to vested interests, to Corporates 
in   violation of the Laws, the Regulations, No due processes 
were followed, Price determination was not done and what has 
come to light is that in one case where 250 Acres of forest land 
in an eco-sensitive zone was given by the Gujarat Government 
at throwaway prices.

It was a public land and even at that time the valuation was Rs. 
50 lacs per Acre and it was given at Rs. 15/- per Sq. Mt.  So, land 
for Rs. 125 Crores was given for Rs. 1.5 Crore and later it has 
been found that the Wildwood Resorts to which it was given 

(a) Has not followed the conditions

(b) The regulations were changed twice two notifications of 
the Gujarat Government - when he was the Chief Minister 
reducing the radius around the Gir Sanctuary from 2 Kms. to 1 
Km. to facilitate the construction of a Resort which their own 
notification and regulations of Gujarat Government did not 
permit till then.

So, it is very clear that there was a deliberate, conscious 
promotion of vested interests at the cost of the State exchequer. 
Also the Government then facilitated to the same Company 
purchase of agricultural land which is not allowed. Permission 
was given and subsequently, the land-use change was also 
notified. It is not a question of doing business. You have to be 
correct and ethical in conducting business. Here is the case of 
conflict of interest. The Revenue Minister, who gave away the 
land, is the present Chief Minister Smt. Anandiben Patel and 
her daughter, it is established and prove that she has partnership 
interest, equity holdings in the Company of the Promoters. 
So, she happens to be 50% c0-owners and she is also a partner 
with Mr. Dakshesh and he is also a partner when it comes to 
her Companies and the other 50% owner equally is involved in 
multiple transactions and businesses with them.

 Therefore, the questions which we have asked from the Prime 
Minister are as follows 

1. Was this land given in public interest? If so, please explain.

2. Was there violation of the regulations, laws and procedures 
as established for such allotments?

3. Was the Prime Minister aware of the clear conflict of 
interest about his Revenue Minister and the close business 
relationship of her own daughter with the promoters of the 
Company Wildwood Resorts?

4. Also, Prime Minister must answer, as Chief Minister, when 
he chaired the Cabinet meetings, were Cabinet approvals 
given? If so, he is answerable, and

5. Was this conflict of interest disclosed to him?

6. He must also answer why as Chief Minister; he did not 
question non-disclosures and also non-determination of 
prices.

7. So, since he is the Prime Minister, it is imperative that he 
comes clean. There cannot be a different set of rules for the 
PM of India or for the CM of Gujarat. Prime Minister has 
spoken about his commitment to ‘Zero Tolerance’ when 
it comes to acts of omission, commission, corruption, 
nepotism and also firmly on fixing accountability.

Mr. Prime Minister, we ask you offer yourself for a fair probe 
so that accountability can be fixed. No Government agency of 
the Central Government or State Government can be trusted 
to conduct a probe about this matter when the principal player 
happens to be a Chief Minister and the former Chief Minister 
who is now the Prime Minister. It would be in the interest of the 
Institution of the Prime Minister that there is an independent 
probe by SIT monitored by the Hon’ble Supreme Court so 
that the truth can come out, the violations established and 
accountability fixed.

We are very fair and correct in demanding this and we want to 
make it clear that we will persist because Prime Minister and 
the BJP, in opposition, have been consistently of this view and 
had taken strong positions. Now they are not above the Laws. 
The same rules apply to him and his colleagues.

We also demand not only a probe into this matter, it has come 
to our notice that during his tenure as Chief Minister, there 
was actually a plunder of public lands and forest lands which 
were given for a pittance to Corporate cronies, individuals for 
commercial exploitations without following due procedures or 
the rules and all the details. When we are talking of a SIT probe, 
it is not limited only to this case of the Company Wildwood 
Resorts or the Business Associates of Anar Patel, we want the 
probe to cover all the allotments, allocations and grant of public 
lands, forest lands and the change of land-use during the time 
when Smt. Anandiben Patel was the Revenue Minister and Shri 
Narendra Modi was the Chief Minister of Gujarat. v

The author is a former President, Gujarat PCC
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I.

It must be remembered that the last session of Parliament began 
with a three day tribute to the Indian Constitution.

The Prime Minister himself spoke (at length) about the bedrock 
of democracy upheld by our Constitution and rededicated his 
Government to protecting the values enshrined in this great 
document.

Alas, as is the unfortunate trend with this Government, this 
commitment was only in empty words. Barely two months 
have passed and the Central Government has participated in 
what can only be described as, a clandestine and sustained 
undermining not just of the Constitution, but of the very idea 
of democracy. All with the objective of wresting power in the 
State of Arunachal Pradesh. It is ironic that the events came to 
a close right around Republic Day.

II.

In short, a crisis was manufactured and supported by the 
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh to dissolve the existing 
Congress Government and install in its place, a BJP led one. In 
measures completely unsanctioned by law and the Constitution, 
the Governor advanced the upcoming Assembly Session, 
unilaterally set the agenda to remove the Speaker and did so 
in the exercise of a power that is anathema to Constitutional 
principles and position of Governor. It must be noted that 
for none of these discussions did the Governor act on the 
aid & advice of Chief Minister or the Cabinet, which is the 
constitutional mandate. This was followed by other brazen 
actions on the part of the Governor to declare an emergency.

Thereafter, in this continuing series of violations, the Governor’s 
report has now been leaked to the media even before placing 
it before Supreme Court. While transparency is essential in 
Governance, the manner in which the report has been leaked 
does not behove that of a Constitutional Office or Home 
Ministry especially while the matter is pending in the Supreme 
Court of India.  

Perhaps, back to back electoral loss prompted a Government, 
fast dwindling in popularity, to take these desperate measures. 
But whatever the reason two things became alarmingly clear;

the tyranny of the unelecteD

First, the sheer illegality of the steps taken by the Governor are 
worrisome. It was almost as if the objective was to destabilise the 
Government at all costs. There is no Article in the Constitution 
which authorises such measures. In this context the genuineness 
of this measure becomes supremely doubtful. The actions 
of the Governor have been repeatedly criticised as unable to 
pass Constitutional muster and also in violation of directions 
laid down, by the Supreme Court in Union of India v Valluri 
Basavaiah Chowdhury (limits on the Governors power to issue 
messages under Article 175 as was done in this case). None of 
this has bothered the Governor who has acted with the speed 
and certainty of a man possessed.

Second, In this regard, this entire episode brings to light the 
degree to which Constitutional Offices have been packed with 
individuals who are mindful only of their obligation to the 
Centre, not to the Constitution. This is a dangerous trend and 
one that cannot survive judicial or democratic scrutiny. The fact 
that the individual subjugated the high office of the Governor to 
serve the narrow political will of the Central Government is a 
telling commentary on this Government’s vision for cooperative 
federalism.

III.
Much had changed since this Government came to power.
It is clear now that they will never, even remotely, be able to live 
up to the tall promises they made. What is worse, to the point 
of being unforgivable, is the attempt to dismantle constitutional 
institutions. But what else can be inferred, other than hypocrisy, 
when the PM speaks of respect for federalism and states being 
an equal part of “Team India” while simultaneously engaging 
in such an insidious exercise.
However, on one thing Modiji was correct: Our Constitution 
and the institutions it sets in place are far too strong to fall prey 
to the whims and caprices of a Government driven by a need to 
capture power at all costs. It is more than capable of withstanding 
these tyrannical advances.
Nonetheless, for a Prime Minister keen on forging a legacy 
these kinds of measures should be political anathema. Sadly, 
they are the norm.
History is being written and it is not flattering. v

(The author is an In-charge, 
 Communications Department, AICC)

randeep Singh Surjewala
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In a year from now the border state of Punjab would be in the 
midst of its most crucial electoral battle, a fight that would 

determine whether the state would embark on a long haul for 
returning to the path of holistic governance or descend into 
further chaos. Political change in the state is almost given, now 
after the coming elections, but the nature of that change is critical 
for various reasons.

However, before talking about the alternatives for the state, it 
may be much more appropriate to remind readers the reasons 
for the collapse of the state under the Akali-BJP government 
that has been ruling the state for the last decade.

First, the economic and fiscal crisis has turned Punjab into one 
of the most indebted and debt-stressed states in the country. By 
the end of the 2015-16, the state would be in debt to the tune 
of $18.79 billion (1 Dollar = Rs 66) approximate. Ten years ago, 
in the last year of the then Congress government, it stood at 
$7.73 billion.

The debt constitutes over 30% of the Gross State Domestic 
Product. Twenty on percent of all revenue receipts go towards 
servicing it. While the government would like to blame it on the 
legacy liability of fighting terrorism, it needs to be remembered 
that active militancy in the state ended way back in 1995. The 
current situation is a result of economic mismanagement, 
financial licentiousness and crass populism over the past decade. 
With a committed interest liability of $1.5 billion per year, Punjab 
is caught in debt trap. This has demolished business sentiment, 
leading to a flight of capital from the state.

Second, the agrarian crisis. Agriculture, the principal occupation 
of the people, is no longer a remunerative vocation. As I had 
earlier pointed out in these columns, conventional wisdom 
holds that 84% of the farmers own less than five acres of land. 
A family of four or five toiling ceaselessly on a three-acre plot of 
land can in a good year at best make about Rs 19,350 per month 
but if there is any unnatural occurrence, there can be a severe 
drop in income for farmers. A recent example is the whitefly pest 
attack in southern Punjab that led to dozens of cotton farmers 
committing suicide.

Third is the narcotisation of the state that has wiped out a 

generation of young adults. Punjab lost a generation to terror 
between 1980 and 1995 and is now losing another to drugs. 
The state apparatus from the highest echelons to the lowest 
functionaries are allegedly deeply entrenched in the production, 
sale and proliferation of synthetic drugs. Over 75% of the youth 
in the state is addicted to one fatal psychotropic substance or 
the other.

The fourth is the complete subversion of the law enforcement 
machinery of the state. It started with police sub-divisions being 
made congruent to assembly constituencies and the in-charge 
of the sub-division (usually a deputy superintendent of police) 
being appointed on the recommendation of the ruling party 
MLA or its defeated candidates designated as the constituency 
in-charge. The police hierarchy has been obliterated with 
the deputy chief minister, who is also the scion of the ruling 
oligarchy, giving instructions directly to police station heads 
who are usually in the rank of assistant sub-inspectors of police. 
This subversion of the structure of the uniformed forces has 
converted the Punjab Police into a virtual front organization 
for the Akali Dal BJP government.

Latest reports suggest even development funding is now being 
arbitrarily outsourced to elected and defeated political activists 
of the ruling combine, bypassing all established channels of the 
civil administration.

The fifth challenge is the sudden resurgence of the separatist 
fringe in the state. The mishandling of the sacrilege issue as 
well as the controversy on the questions of a religious pardon 
granted to the head of Dera Sacha Sauda has provided space to 
the hardliners to reassert themselves. There has always been a 
minuscule but vocal minority that has clung to the dram of a 
separate Sikh homeland, mistakenly believing and erroneously 
propagating that when India was partitioned in 1947, the Hindus 
got Hindustan, the Muslims got Pakistan but the Sikhs got a raw 
deal. Their intermittent dormancy should not be misconstrued 
as permanent redundancy as they have a resonance with some 
influential elements of the Sikh Diaspora that provide both 
moral and material support to their activities. This phenomenon 
will be more visibly seen this time around.

“on the brink of an abyss: punJab’s 
governance, economy are in shambles”

Elections in Punjab are due a year from now. Congress leader Manish Tiwari believes that the 
governance structure and economy of the state are in shambles under the Akali-BJP rule.

Manish tewari

continued on page 42
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During the 200 years of the British rule, India lagged 
behind in every sphere social, economic, defence etc. As 

such India’s image as an undeveloped and backward country 
was formed in the eyes of the world. After independence, it 
was a great challenge to establish India as a strong nation but 
Pandit Nehru very deftly and efficiently tried to complete 
this enormous task. He, being the main architect of the 
foreign policy was of the opinion that on account of its great 
civilization, India can fearlessly put forward its own ideas and 
concerns. If India fails to make a mark on international arena, 
then freedom from foreign rule would be meaningless.

The first prime minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
respecting the aspirations of the people of a vast country 
like India, associated the country with the Non-Aligned 
Movement. Joining Non-Aligned Movement became a policy 
matter for external affairs of India. The background of this 
movement was After the Second World War, the whole world 
by and large divided into two poles; one led by the US and the 
other led by the former USSR. Pandit Nehru believed that the 
newly born Asian and African nations will be at a great loss if 
they join either of the superpowers. These nations will merely 
become rubber-stamps of the superpowers. The challenges 
before these new-born nations were poverty, illiteracy and 
epidemics. To overcome these challenges, peace and harmony 
was needed. Therefore, India neither joined the Baghdad Pact, 
Manila Treaty, CITI or CENTO nor supported these treaties. 
Western and eastern Asian nations were associated with 
western superpower by virtue of these accords.

Under the leadership of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India adopted 
a neutral approach and emphatically expressed the principles 
of Non-Aligned Movement. Non-Aligned Movement of newly-
born nations was the symbol of struggle to save freedom 
which was achieved from colonial and imperial forces. India 
was leading the newly-born nations. When these nations got 
the membership of the UN, the number of member-countries 

rose sharply. The Non-Aligned nations were able to face the 
western superpower due to one country-one vote system and 
support of the USSR. In this way, the Non-Aligned principles 
of Pandit Nehru helped in democratization of world-relations. 

Pandit Nehru laid down the principles of Non-Aligned 
Movement as the foundation of foreign policy of our country. 
After Hiroshima incident, Pandit Nehru’s foreign policy was 
against the danger of nuclear war. His idea was supported by 
world famous personalities like Albert Einstein and Bertrand 
Russell. Pandit Nehru emphasized that peaceful co-existence 
was a necessity among different nations which had different 
administrative forms and which were governed by different 
ideologies. He believed that pluralism is the truth of life. 
Keeping this aim in mind, Pandit Nehru propounded the 
principles of Panchsheel. Its five principles were To respect 
geographical integrity and sovereignty of one-another; to 
relinquish the policy of invasion; Not to interfere in the internal 
matters of one-another; Equality and mutual cooperation 
and Peaceful co-existence. These principles were meant for 
regulating mutual relations among member countries. 

Before independence in March 1947, with the inspiration 
from Pandit Nehru, a conference upon “Asian Relations” was 
organized In New Delhi in which more than 20 countries 
participated. The main agenda of this conference was the 
freedom of Asian nations and to put forward their concerns 
forcefully. The next conference was organized to consider 
the issue regarding Holland’s attempt to capture Indonesia. 
The countries of the Indian Ocean and Australia were invited 
to take part in this conference. Pandit Nehru’s proposal, “to 
stop all facilities for ships” was passed and sent to the UN. 
Within a week, the UN decided to end the war and to reinstate 
Indonesian government. Endeavour to end colonialism 
continued in Bangdung (Indonesia) conference which was 
held in 1955.

Congress Sandesh has started a new series about the achievements of the 
Congress Party in building the nation from the desk of editor.

Contributions of the Congress Party difficult to be ignored

emergence of non aligneD movement
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This conference in fact proved to be the blueprint of Non-
Aligned conference which was held in Belgrade. In this 
conference proposals of world-peace and dangers of atomic 
arsenals were passed. In 1961, at the Belgrade conference, 
Pandit Nehru, Marshall Tito of Yugoslavia and Nasser 
Mohammed of Egypt appealed for world peace and atomic 
disarmament. These endeavours of Pandit Nehru resulted 
in making India’s image as strong and noteworthy in the 
international arena. Pandit Nehru was being respected as a 
world leader and rightly named, “a man of peace”.

Independent foreign policy is considered as an important 
ingredient of a free country. The newly born nation, India 
succeeded in making its independent identity in the world 
affairs under the leadership of Pandit Nehru and other senior 
Congress leaders. One core responsibility of foreign policy of 
India was to safeguard its economic interests. Keeping equi-
distance from both the superpowers helped 
India to establish economic relations with 
the both and its allies. In the hour of need, 
India obtained capital, technology and 
grains from western countries. The USSR 
cooperated continuously after 1954 in 
developing public-sector undertakings. It 
became possible only due to Pandit Nehru’s 
international image.

Under the leadership of Pandit Nehru and 
other senior Congress leaders, the core 
policies for Indian defence were laid down. 
The policy supported the idea of peace 
but also emphasized to be strong in self-
defence. So India remained in touch with several nations in 
order to purchase arms and ammunitions to fulfill its military 
requirements. 

During the tenure of Pandit Nehru, India purchased 104 
aeroplanes and 110 Misters from France; 182 Hunters and 80 
Canberras from England; 16 A-N-12 and M-4 helicopters from 
the USSR and 55 Fairchild Packets from the US for Indian Air 
Force. Under British license, 230 Vampire aeroplanes were 
manufactured in India. Defence equipments for Indian Navy 
and Indian Army were also purchased on a large scale. At 
the instance of Pandit Nehru, India succeeded in getting a 
number of licenses for manufacturing defence equipments 
domestically. Some of them were Net intercept airplane 
from Britain; Alute helicopter from France; Mig helicopter 
from the USSr; L-70 tank from Sweden; vijayanta tank from 
Britain; Shaktimaan truck from Germany; Nishaan truck 
and Jonga jeep from Japan; Brant mortar from France; 106 
mm guns from America; Sterling carbine from Britain and 
wireless set from several countries.

The list of military equipments clearly shows that India 

was not dependent on any particular country. Hence India 
succeeded in negotiating on price among different bidding 
nations. Thus India was able to save its valuable resources 
due to policies adopted by Pandit Nehru and the Congress 
leadership. Likewise, India remained an active member of 
IMF, the World Bank and many organisations of the UN. It 
was a big achievement in economic diplomacy where India 
was becoming a big recipient of assistance from international 
agencies at low rates.

Under the leadership of Pandit Nehru, many treaties were 
signed between India and the USSR. The Indo-USSR relations 
touched new heights. India implemented agri-tech for the 
Green Revolution which was provided by the US. Because 
of the Green Revolution, India became self-reliant in grain-
production within a few years. This made India to adopt more 

independent foreign-policy. On several occasions, the US and 
the USSR agreed to receive payments in Indian currency and 
this saved valuable foreign-exchange. Multilateral agencies 
also helped India. Pandit Nehru’s decision to remain a member 
of these institutions resulted in India’s favour in a great way. 
India remained a member of the Commonwealth, though soon 
after independence, this decision was vehemently opposed. 
But Pandit Nehru had firm belief in his vision. The fact is 
When there was no clear difference between friend and enemy 
nations, the membership of the Commonwealth provided 
a sort of security. Indian Army played an important role 
under the Peace Force of the UN at different places. Pandit 
Nehru and other senior Congress leaders of the Congress Party 
adopted such a liberal foreign-policy which established India 
as a prominent nation internationally. If we go through some 
international events, it will be clear that responsibilities of 
India borne out of Non-Aligned Movement were very complex.

India’s commitment to the principles of Non-Aligned 
Movement was first tested during Korean War in 1950. India 
became successful in this test also. The USSR and China were 

in these critical situations, panDit nehru remaineD 

firm on the principles of inDia’s foreign-policy. 

there was no animosity between the people of inDia 

anD the us. the us was the source of machines anD 

technology, so economic relations toucheD new 

heights. there was a powerful lobby in the us which 

supporteD inDia anD likewise, a powerful lobby in 

inDia supporteD the us.
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supporters of North Korea and at the same time these two 
nations also had good diplomatic relations with India. Since 
India declared North Korea as an invader country, it had to 
face strong opposition from the USSR and China. India also 
faced American anger due to its Non-Aligned policy since it 
didn’t support American interference. India also didn’t termed 
China as an invader country. While opposing American policy, 
the USSR walked out of the Security Council. During these 
international events, India was reeling under famines and 
was hopeful of getting grains from America. India continued 
its efforts to establish its own foreign policy, despite not 
getting success at every occasion. At last India’s position was 
understood by both the superpowers. The world recognized 
the importance of Non-Aligned Movement. the whole 
world was praising its decision to remain a member of 
the Commonwealth. The USSr’s view towards India had 
changed. It was an illustration of the vision of Pandit Nehru 
and the top leadership of the Congress Party.

On one hand, the Korean problem was almost resolved and 
on the other tension was escalating on Indo-China-Vietnam 
border. In this area, France was at war since the Second World 
War and the US was providing assistance to France on a large 
scale. There was a possibility of the internationalization of 
this war. A strong supporter of world-peace, Pandit Nehru 
appealed to end the war; succeeded in obtaining the support of 
seven nations in a conference held in Colombo in 1954 where 
he formulated six-point programme. In this year, China’s 
Chou En Lai arrived at Delhi and met Pandit Nehru. India 
ensured China’s impartiality towards Laos and Cambodia. 
He also ensured from Britain and France that they will not 
support America’s attempt to make military bases in Laos 
and Cambodia. At the request of China, India was appointed 
as the president of International Control Commission. One 
of its duties was to keep a vigil on the import of weapons in 
Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. The efforts of India ensured 
that nuclear weapons will not reach in this area. Though these 
efforts didn’t resolve the problem completely, but eminent 
danger was successfully avoided. India’s efforts were praised 
all over the world.

A great achievement of India’s foreign policy was the 
peaceful resolve of the Suez Canal dispute in 1956. The US 
and Britain pressurized egypt to leave the Non-Aligned 
Movement. France and England demanded that there should 
be an international control over the Suez Canal. Though India 
was a major user of this facility, but according to the principles 
of its foreign-policy, India agreed that the Suez Canal was an 
integrated part of Egypt. In the London conference, India 
insisted that Egyptian control over the Suez Canal should 
be like a collaborator and the disputes should be resolved 
according to the Charter of the UN. India’s proposal was 
overwhelmingly supported by Egypt and other countries, 

When France, Britain and Israel positioned their military 
troops at the Suez Canal, even the US criticized this step. The 
UN and India termed it, “an open invasion” and “return of 
colonialism”. After the UN initiative, these forces went back. 
Indian Army worked as a peace-keeping force. Later India 
supported the cause of Egypt but also took into account 
British interests. Later on, Britain accepted the fact that India’s 
initiative was quite correct.

In 1956, the USSR attempted to encroach Hungry. This 
attempt was strongly critisised in the UN but India avoided 
to oppose it. As a result, western countries criticized India’s 
policy. Pandit Nehru thought that there was no advantage 
in criticizing the USSR at the international forums. But at 
personal level, Pandit Nehru opposed this step of the USSR 
and to show his anger, he didn’t send a diplomat to Budapest 
for the next two years. In reply, the USSR insisted on neutral 
approach on Kashmir issue when this matter was raised in 
the Security Council. Whenever there were proposals opposed 
to Indian interests, the USSR used its Veto-power in our 
country’s support. India’s position was complex. Both the 
superpowers pressurized it. But India never went to anyone’s 
favour. It showed its commitment to the principles of Non-
Aligned Movement.

One more great achievement of India’s foreign policy was to 
safeguard Kongo’s freedom and its unity. Kongo’s Katanga area 
got its freedom from Belgium in 1960. Katanga area was very 
rich in minerals especially copper. At the instance of Belgium, 
a leader of Katanga announced its freedom. In the name of 
security to people, Belgium sent its army to the capital of 
Kongo. In a few months, separate armies of the UN, the US 
and the USSR were present in Kongo. In these circumstances, 
Pandit Nehru demanded immediate interference by the 
UN; foreign armies to go back; to end the civil war; to call 
parliament session and to form a central government. The 
Security Council passed a resolution in 1961. Indian army 
successfully put an end to the civil war. In 1963, the central 
government took control of the whole country.

Pandit Nehru proved that if there is willpower, the Non-
Aligned policy can be successful. Superpowers wanted to take 
nations in their own fold so that their freedom can be seized. In 
the modern world, Non-Aligned is the most appropriate policy.

Pandit Nehru thought that India’s foreign-policy should be free; 
should be Non-Aligned. India kept equi-distance from bipolar 
politics. In post War era, the US was a superpower. India 
needed technology, machines, assistance for development and 
nation-building, and food security.

Pandit Nehru was of the opinion that the US can provide 
all these things to India. Though the US and India had very 
different opinions on cold-war and the US was also very 
apprehensive about communism. In fact. It was very difficult 
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for the US to accept and recognize any other ideology other 
than its own. The US was against the communists. Pandit 
Nehru was very much influenced by Marxism. He differed 
with communists on several matters but he never looked down 
upon communists.

In these circumstances, India was not ready to support western 
countries only to get weapons. Pakistan was doing so. India had 
difference of opinion with the US regarding the latter’s view 
on communists. India was also inspiring Asian and African 
nations to remain Non-aligned.

On the other hand, there was a powerful pressure group in the 
American administration which leaned towards colonialism. 
After the Second World War, this pressure group wanted to 
reinstate France and Britain in their respective colonies. It was 
supporting Portuguese colonialism in Africa as well as internal 
colonialism by Ian Smith in Rhodesia. Like Britain the US was 
supporting the Muslim League and Pakistan. The US in tune 
with the UK was of the opinion that the diversity of India will 
ultimately break it into pieces. So India didn’t suited them as a 
power against communism. The US policy was based on power 
and in their view, India was “devoid of power”.

In these critical situations, Pandit Nehru remained firm 
on the principles of India’s foreign-policy. There was no 
animosity between the people of India and the US. The US 
was the source of machines and technology, so economic 
relations touched new heights. There was a powerful lobby 
in the US which supported India and likewise, a powerful 
lobby in India supported the US.

In the decade of 1950, the mutual relations between India and 
the US showed many positive signs. Partly because the US 
understood foreign-policy of India in a better way and largely 
because perhaps the closeness between India and the USSR. 
The US president John F. Kennedy sent an important person 
to India in order to strengthen the ties. The US helped India 
time and again and began to respect the Non-aligned policy.

After the Second World War, the USSR was the other 
superpower. India wanted to make diplomatic relations with 
the USSR within the framework of Non-Aligned policies. 
This was clearly expressed by Pandit Nehru while delivering 
a speech as the vice-president of the Interim Government in 
1946. At the beginning the mutual relations between India 
and the USSR was not very encouraging. This was due to 
the USSR’s opinion that India remaining a member of the 
Commonwealth was nothing but surrender before the colonial 
forces. From 1951-52, warmth and friendliness began to 
emerge in their relations particularly after the Korean War. 
China along with the USSR began to supply grains to India 
when the country was reeling under famines; whereas the US 
was unable to reach any firm decision in this regard.

Stalin himself wanted to strength ties with India and he 

proposed this before Indian diplomat. India began to garner 
support in the UN. The CPI was asked to lessen its attack on 
the Nehru government. After the death of Stalin in 1954, the 
process again gained momentum. Pakistan became a member 
of CITO and CENTO. The USSR proposed to provide defence 
assistance to India but Pandit Nehru didn’t accept it since he 
didn’t want to take assistance free of cost, otherwise it will 
hamper India’s foreign-policies. In 1955, Pandit Nehru visited 
the USSR and in the same year, Khrushchev and Bulganin 
also visited India. Many important agreements were signed. 
In 1955, the USSR fully supported India on the question of 
Kashmir and in 1956 used its Veto-power in favour of India. 
This development was not less important since before the 
USSR’s support, India’s position in the UN was very difficult. 
The USSR also supported India and against the US on the 
Goa issue. These developments strengthened the ties between 
India and the USSR.

Pandit Nehru’s industrial policy was based on the leadership 
role of the public-sector undertakings. For this, heavy 
investments were needed. Western countries especially 
America were hesitating to provide technical and monetary 
support. But the USSR readily agreed and provided assistance 
to establish Bhilai steel plant. Britain assisted to establish 
Durgapur steel plant and Germany came forward to build 
Rourkela steel plant. When America was sought to establish 
Bokaro steel plant, it again hesitated. But once again the USSR 
provided all types of support to establish it. When industrial 
data were collected in 1973-74, the results were surprising. 
30% of steel production; 35% of oil production; 20% of power 
generation; 65% of heavy electrical machines and 85% of 
heavy engineering machines these all were produced with 
the machines of the USSR.

The relation with China began to worsen particularly from 
1959. This was the time when Dalai Lama took asylum 
in India there was escalation in military squabbles on 
Indi-China border. The USSr didn’t support China and 
remained neutral. 

Pandit Nehru and other top leaders of the Congress Party 
understood the importance of the USSR and India made a 
close tie with it. After this incident, differences cropped up 
between the USSR and China. In this year, the first agreement 
was signed. In 1960, supply of aeroplanes, helicopters, and 
engineering equipment for Border Road Development 
Board started. This board was responsible to build roads 
even in “disputed” areas. In 1962, an agreement for domestic 
production of Mig fighter planes was signed. It is interesting 
to note that for the first time, the USSR provided this facility 
to a non-communist country. Even China was not able to sign 
such an agreement. 

In 1962, China invaded India. Once again the USSr 
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adopted the neutral approach. the 
Soviet leader Suslov named China as 
responsible for Indo-China war. 

During the Indo-China war, western 
countries didn’t honoured their promises 
of supplying military equipments and 
weapons. On the contrary, the USSR 
in 1963 signed many agreements that 
were aimed at fortifying India. These 
agreements ensured the smooth supply 
of weapons, interceptors, submarines, 
missile boats etc. India succeeded in 
building dockyard for Indian Navy 
with the help of the USSR. Due to this 
domestic production facility, India got 
victory in 1971 war.

Up to 1952, India’s relations with its 
neighbours except Pakistan was good 
and satisfactory. India signed a treaty 
of peace and friendship with Nepal in 
1950. India had long boundary-line with 
Burma and Indians in large number 
lived there. This boundary-line was 
mostly unidentified and unmarked. 
But this problem was also resolved by 
both like true friends. It was never been 
easy to resolve the Tamil problem in Sri 
Lanka. Tension remained but it didn’t 
escalate. 

Normally the foreign policy is associated 
w i t h  d ip l om a c y.  Pa n d i t  Ne h r u 
understood very well the importance of 
foreign-policy for economic and social 
development for newly-born and poor 
country like India. He laid down the 
foundation of foreign-policy of India 
and the country is following that even 
today. Pandit Nehru’s insightful Non-
Aligned policies and its practicality 
is proved with the fact that whenever 
India tries to deviate from it, it had to 
face difficult challenges. v
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Subrahmanium.

Sixth, recent revelations about alleged 
fake encounters during the decade-and-
a-half of extremism that points a finger 
at certain officers of the Punjab Police. If 
these revelations are correct, then those 
involved would have to face the legal 
system because state terrorism cannot 
be accepted. It is a travesty that officers 
facing heinous criminal charges for gross 
human rights abuse continue to occupy 
the highest positions in the state police. In 
addition to the domestic turmoil, Punjab 
is also a frontline border state that is 
always in Pakistan’s cross hairs, as can be 

toi managing eDitor arinDam sen gupta  
passes away

New Delhi: Shri Arindam Sen Gupta, managing editor of The Times of 
India, passed away early on 28thJanuary, 2016 after a brief but brave battle 
against cancer.

Shri Sen Gupta had a long and distinguished association with the TOI 
group. During a productive and memorable career, Sen Gupta wrote on, and 
keenly followed, a range of issues from national politics and international 
affairs to popular films and music.

With a warm and friendly disposition, Sen Gupta was a much loved figure 
in TOI, where his colleagues looked up to him for guidance and inspiration. 

After completing his MA from Delhi University where he 
studied at St Stephen's College, Sen Gupta taught at Delhi 
University. He then switched to journalism. He worked 
with Probe magazine from 1982 to 1984, after which 
he joined the political bureau of The Patriot, where he 
launched the first business page in any daily newspaper. 
He later moved to The Sunday Observer in 1986. He joined 
TOI for the first time in 1988. He returned to The Sunday 
Observer in 1990 as chief of bureau.

In a condolence message Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi has 
expressed shock and grief at the passing away of veteran Journalist and Editor, 
Shri Arindam Sengupta. Extending her condolences to his family and friends, 
Smt. Gandhi said that the void left by his death will be hard to fill. v

seen in the Pathankot outrage. 

What Punjab requires at the moment is 
resuscitation of the normal governance 
processes. It can ill afford to experiment 
with the APP’s ochlocracy that is on 
display in Delhi. There is only one 
template for decent governance in 
Punjab: A competent administrator that 
can run the state and impartially protect 
its interests. v

The writer is a lawyer and a former 
Union Minister. 

Courtesy: The Hindustan Times

continued from page 37

“on the brink of an abyss: punJab’s governance, 
economy are in shambles”
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Assam

the other siDe of the millennium
(The story of the economic turnaround of Assam in the 15 years of Congress 
government under the leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi.)

It began not so far back in time,  in 
the early nineteen eighties,  the 
horizons of this  peaceful state 

of  Assam,  saw  agitation  over issue 
of  illegal  foreign nationals, initially it 
had a popular support but with time 
it led to frequent lockouts, ethnic clashes 
and  sectarian  violence.  Fundamental 
rights of the people were severely 
c r i p p l e d .   S l o g a n e e r i n g  a n d 
disruption thrived in  the overdose of 
democracy.  Violence and agitation 
engaged the mind and f i l led the 
landscapes. In the backdrop of unrest, rose 
militant outfits, a concept unheard of & 
unknown to the people of Assam.  Outfits 
like ULFA, Bodo Security Force and many 
others  emerged and worsened the 
crisis.  Abduction, selective & mass 
murders  became their political  tools. 
Nights became nightmares and morning 
brought mourning. 
In the year 1985, with the initiative 
of the then Prime Minister and our 
beloved leader Late rajiv Gandhi, the 
Assam Accord was signed, the agitation 
subsided but militancy  continued. 
Free willed Assamese were caged in fear 
and uncertainties. It was an unfortunate 
period for the state.
The field of art and culture was not 
spared either.  Cinema halls turned 
into godowns. Decadence was fast setting 
in. Towards the end of two decades of 
continued crisis, the state of affairs was in 
total disarray.  This phase brought the 
state close to a standstill.  The farmers 
who feared to go to the farms clocked 
negative growth. Economy was slipping 
faster than the heartbeats.  Investments 
& Development became a distant dream.
Government servants didn’t get salaries 
on time, some even committed suicide, 

and way back then  the expectation of 
pension was a distant luxury. 
The GSDP sank to 4.07%  today which 
stands at 14.85% today. 
On the other hand the population 
was bursting at its seams. While the 
nation talked about the Demographic 
Dividend, the crippled fight of Assam was 
fast approaching a demographic disaster. 
Unskilled & unemployed youth fed and 
nurtured on rhetoric, depravity and 
sectarian hatred inherited nothing more 
than a bag full of shattered dreams. 
Natural erosion of land along the banks 
of mighty Brahmaputra and floods are an 
annual feature in Assam. Approximately 
40% of  t he  tot a l   l and  i s  f lo o d 
prone. Coupled with these natural 
assaults  the  misrule, anarchy and 
insurgency all put together portrayed a 
dismal picture. It appeared that the state 
would disintegrate and will never be able 
to regain its lost glory. 
The matters of state and governance had 
come to such a pass which is perhaps 
absolutely unfathomable for the youth 
of today’s Assam. 
Now the past lives only in the memory of 
the older generations.
In 2001 when Congress came back to 
power with a decisive mandate under 
the stewardship of Shri tarun Gogoi as 
the chief Minister, the past was bleak 
and future uncertain. Peace was the 
prerequisite for development. And 
peace remained as elusive as ever. Only 
a paradigm shift in approach could 
have helped.
In a documentary based on the theme 
of this article, Hon’ble CM Shri TARUN 
GOGOI said -’Development first, 

then peace will follow.   But then for 
development we needed money, at 
that time the annual budget was barely 
enough to pay for the salaries and wages. 
State didn’t have enough money to 
contribute its share of 10 percent to get 
funding from the Central fund. Only way 
forward was to generate our own revenue. 
How to do that was the big challenge.
In those troubled t imes  the per 
capita income was just 12803. Generating 
more revenues required effective 
governance which in turn needed 
motivated administration. Two decades 
of partial paralysis had destroyed the 
work culture in the state.
To  s e t  t h e  b a l l  r o l l i n g ,  t h e 
government decided to Overdraft much 
beyond its limit and paid salary on time. 
Offices started functioning but RBI 
imposed a ban on further withdrawals. 
Money remained an issue.
While attempts were being made to 
get money, government was also busy 
chalking out a larger strategy and decided 
that the development would be village 
centric to include the voice of the poorest 
of the poor.   Hence soon after coming 
to power in 2001, the elections for the 
Gram  Panchayat  was held after a lapse 
of six years. The objective was to be 
“development ready” as and when the 
funds arrive. Since these democratic 
structures that would eventually deliver 
development at the village level.  
Tarun Gogoi’s development mantra was 
to somehow  kick start an economy in 
slumber and change the environment of 
pessimism to optimism. He rushed to 
meet the then NDA government and told 
them that he is a poor man, who needs 
money to handle the mess that the state 

Bobbeeta Sharma
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was in. If money is not released then it 
will make Assam poorer and will fall into 
a vicious cycle of debt and depravity. Is 
this what they intend to do?
After prolonged cajoling, convincing and 
arguing, the Govt. agreed to release the 
Central fund share of Assam without 
having to pay the state share. Chief 
Minister came back happy and got down 
to planning the implementation part. 
Consultations along with domain experts 
on Infrastructure, Rural development, 
Health, Education, IT services etc and 
drawing up the blue print for development 
of Assam, kept him occupied for months.
Tarun  Gogoi  knew that developing 
a state in shambles is like turning 
around a big sick industry and it 
was not going to be easy. But it was 
becoming tougher than he thought. The 
Planning Commission of India refused 
to release the money.  Shri  Gogoi  did 
not give up. He started another round 
of extended arguments, battled it out 
for months and finally convinced the 
Central government to release the money 
on the condition of deferred state share 
contribution.
Money had started to trickle in. Now 
having passed the first impediment to 
development, the  next were all padded 
up to play.  Pressing priorities were 
many- each one more pressing than the 
other. 
First short term objective was to restore 
people’s confidence in themselves  and 
rekindle the initiative in them  and for 
that it was necessary that they view 
this government differently from the 
governments of the past.  Congress 
Government lifted the ban on government 
recruitments imposed by the previous 
government.  Planning within the four 
walls of secretariat was not enough to 
motivate people. A perceptible change on 
the ground  in  public  activity  and their 
routine was needed. Hence Sports, 
cultural  events,  roads & bridges 
constructions,   new schools,  new 
hospitals,  thrust on formation of Self 
Help Groups were  taken up. In a span 
of about three to four years, right from 
casual  labourers  to students to artists 
to businessmen to rural people of 

various ethnicities almost everyone had 
something or the other to do. The idea 
was to engage people from all walks of 
life in some kind of constructive activity. 
After rolling out these initiatives, people’s 
participation was closely monitored and 
programs were tweaked a bit to increase 
participation.
Small and medium business flourished 
in a changed environment and shops and 
establishments began to remain open 
even into the late nights. These were 
the same people who feared to venture 
out at night  just about three  odd  years 
back.  These were the early signs of 
changing Assam. 
While the people  were experimenting 
with this new reality, the Chief Minister 
and his team were busy tapping the other 
sources of investments-International 
Banks and Private investors. Sensing the 
pulse of development on the ground, the 
Asian Development bank sanctioned 
loan  in the year  2005, which was 
effectively pumped into development 
schemes to further stimulate a warming 
up economy.
Gradually private investors, after long 
drawn out persuasions started to gain 
confidence in the changing environment 
and the growth stor y of  Assam. 
Malls,  Hotels,  buzzing market place, 
Schools & Colleges, specialised coaching 
centers, Industries and presence of 
numerous multinational brands speak 
by itself.
Things were beginning to look up .Annual 
Plan budget was increased on yearly basis 
to get more funds for development and 
today it has reached 21811 crores, about 
14  times more than  a  meager 1500 
odd crores in 2001.
Tarun Gogoi knew that the most potent 
weapon that a poor man can deploy to 
break free from the shackles of perpetual 
poverty is education and education alone 
can change his life and the generations 
that follow. Hence priority was given to 
education. But  again  the challenge was 
how to make this happen? There were no 
examples in India to follow.  
Government  decided  to  first  improve 
education infrastructure in line with 

the best.  Under scheme  Buniyaad, 
Schools, Colleges and madarsas across 
the state were given financial assistance 
for renovation and up-gradation. 
Through various schemes in education, 
Children are given School Bags, Cycles, 
Uniforms and Umbrellas to decrease 
school dropout rates. Statistics reveals 
that in  the last 10 years the dropout 
rate decreased by approximately 80% 
in Upper Primary.  It decreased by 
approx 70% in Lower Primary Schools. 
Among other things meritorious students 
from Board and  Madarssas  are given 
Lap Tops and Personal Computers. 
Besides, to encourage those who passed 
high school in the second division are 
given a tablet each. Gyan-jyoti  scheme 
for students was launched for free 
excursion tour to Guwahati from various 
district centers.  Tour to NASA in USA 
and other institutes of repute have 
been  organised  to provide exposure 
to meritorious students.  Government 
built new schools, increased number 
of Engineering Colleges,  created 
new universities with top of the line 
research facilities, Women University was 
set up besides establishing Krishna Kanta 
Handique open University to facilitate 
distance learning.
According to Shri Tarun Gogoi, - ‘ 
Development doesn’t happen overnight. 
It  requires sustained efforts for a long 
period of time... and at times one has 
to wait for 15-20 yrs to see the results... 
for example when I see these school and 
college going boys and girls, it gives me 
immense happiness...they are the result 
of the educational infrastructure that we 
created a decade ago.... and these boys & 
girls are as good as anyone in India or the 
world... if not better... So development is 
a continuous process and is still going on, 
what we are doing now in education for 
example IIT, and triple I T...we will see 
the benefits 10 years from now. .’ 
In  healthy body l ives  a   hea lthy 
mind.  For  the  rural poor,  paying for 
health services is a sore that bleeds every 
now & then.  So the government took 
up on priority the upgradation of Primary 
Health Centers (PHCs), Civil Hospitals 
and Sub centers at the village level. Massive 



Congress sandesh   |  45  |  February  2016

ACHIeveMeNt

modernization of  Guwahati, Assam 
and  Silchur  Medical colleges, pressed 
350 ambulances into service to all PHCs 
and CHCs to facilitate quick mobility, 
set up 5 new civil hospitals each at 
Kamrup, Baska, Udalguri, Bongaigaon, 
and Chirang, Four new Nursing Colleges, 
equipped hospital with state of the art 
MRI machines. For the people living in 
Char areas Boat Clinic was sailed out.  At 
the same time, his government  rolled 
out many schemes to improve the health 
delivery system for the rural poor. Among 
them Janani Suraksha Yojna- incentive for 
promoting institutional delivery, State- of 
-the -Art Mobile Medical Units to each 
district, Raised remuneration for the 
doctors serving in rural areas,  created 
incentive for Immunization of children. 
Besides, government also ensured 
adequate supply of quality medicines at 
various health institutions in the state.
U n d e r  S c h e m e  “ O p e r a t i o n 
Smile”  15000  odd chi ldren were 
p r o v i d e d  c l e f t  l i p  a n d  p a l a t e 
surger ies .   His  government  a l s o 
provides for  pacemakers at affordable 
cost  to poor  patients.  These  are just a 
few initiatives of the long list. 
Various special welfare and Income 
generation  activities  were started 
for the tea tribe,  tribal farmers,  SCs, 
Minorities and other youth and women 
of Assam. Fishery, Duckery, Piggery 
were introduced as income generation 
schemes. Power tillers, tractors, sewing 
machines, yarn were distributed to the 
individual beneficiaries and self help 
groups. 
Given the slack of the two decades 
after 1980s, these schemes helped a 
few  lakh  people but much more was 
required. The government had to think of 
innovative methods by which one initiative 
can generate multiple employment 
opportunities. After deploying the 
leading minds from Industry, trade and 
Economics,  Govt.  decided to facilitate 
funding linkages for the Self Help groups 
with the Banks, NGOs and the financial 
institutions. 
The success of such initiatives can be 
assessed merely by looking at the number 
of SHGs that the state has today. There 

are  about 2  lakh  66 thousands SHGs 
in the state as against 11743  before 
the Congress government came to power, 
which is about 23 times more.
Participation of women folk in the SHGs 
and other self employment generation 
schemes in  large numbers along with 
the policy of the Congress governments 
to reserve 50% seats for women in 
the Panchayat elections. The government 
also reserved 30% seats for women in 
the government jobs besides instituting 
a l l   w om e n  p o l i c e  f orc e  c a l l e d 
“Veerangna”.  All these initiatives 
changed the terms of engagement of 
women folk with society. The economic 
empowerment of women has propelled 
the girl child enrollment in schools, their 
level of literacy and hence participation 
in the growth story of Assam. 
Next question was what about unskilled 
youth languishing in the remote villages? 
The government strengthened the system 
for providing jobs through SGRY-
Sampoorna Gramin  Rozgar  Yojna  and 
MGNREGA-Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme.
Hav i ng  su c c e ss f u l ly  c ondu c te d 
the Gram  Panchayat  elections, the 
government was development ready 
to roll  out other  schemes in the 
villages effectively. 
Indira Abas Yojana, Old age pensions, 
free electricity to people below poverty 
line were some of the schemes that helped 
the poorest of the poor in the rural areas. 
But Tarun Gogoi’s government was not 
contended as  Shri  Gogoi  was aware 
that for the Development of Assam 
just tackling livelihood issue was not 
enough. He wanted to see every one of 
his people engage in gainful employment, 
or be an entrepreneur to generate income 
and hence contribute to the national 
GDP.  The government decided to assist 
its youth power in setting up micro 
and mini enterprises which will in turn 
provide employment to many more. 
Many other Schemes were rolled out and 
under which  Raw materials, tools and 
kits are provided to beneficiaries to help 
develop tiny and small industries to create 
self employment opportunities.

Problems were not over yet. All such 
employment opportunities required some 
degree of skill and which was scarce. 
Hence ITIs were set up throughout the 
state for skill development of rural youth 
and to make it more responsive to local 
needs, the curriculum was studied by the 
experts and new courses like cane and 
bamboo technology, plastic processing 
were introduced. Emphasis was given to 
soft skill training as well.
Besides, government  invited many 
other special private computer training 
institutes.
Where-ever necessary, educated youth 
are provided with adequate training even 
outside the state. 
Ripple off effect of such vibrancy in 
the public life propelled other private 
individuals to come forward and set up 
mini, micro or small enterprises largely 
through their own efforts with little or 
no support from the government. Assam 
success story is now replete with such 
examples of home grown entrepreneurs.
Wit h  Power,  R o ads ,  p e ace  and 
atmosphere of optimism gradually 
setting in, the private players became 
inclined to accept Assam as an investment 
destination.  Hindustan Lever,Britannia, 
Nestle are some of the prominent private 
companies who set up packing units in 
Assam.
With development, the state had to keep 
pace with the growing demands for power. 
100 MW Karbi Langpi Hydel Project,37.2 
MW  Lakwa  waste heat  recover y 
p r o j e c t ,   B o n g o i n g a o n   5 0 0 M W 
t h e r m a l  p owe r  p l ant   an d  1 3 . 5 
MW Myntriang projects are some of the 
projects that have been commissioned 
to meet the growing electricity demand. 
In the last 14 years electrification of non 
electrified villages has taken place at a 
rate of 1.6 villages per day. Like all other 
activities, Power too is a work in progress 
poised to take a long leap forward 
shortly with  the completion of 2000 
km long  transmission and distribution 
network.
In Assam about 85% of its population 
are directly or indirectly depend on 
agriculture for its livelihood. that 
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is also the reason, why many of the 
schemes rolled out by the government 
had agriculture implements as its 
components. The government was 
particularly sensitive towards the 
welfare of the farmers. The objective 
of the government was to ensuring 
remunerative prices to the farmers 
for their produce.   the government 
e n c o u r a g e d  f a r m e r s  t o  m o v e 
towards farm mechanization for 
higher productivity. For irrigation, 
StWs, low lift pumps, sprinkler and 
drip irrigation systems are being 
distributed  through various schemes. 
For ready credit, Kissan Credit Cards 
are being issued. 
Crop insurance scheme gave farmers 
a n  e x t r a  e d g e  a g a i n s t  n at u r a l 
calamities.  Floriculture  and banana 
plantation, mushroom cultivation and 
others were taken up to increase farmer’s 
income. New Markets for the farmers 
produce  like Rice, Potatoes, vegetables 
and flowers  are being created  through 
public private partnership.  To augment 
farmers effort and with a view to 
increase their  realization  Plant health 
Clinics, Tissue Culture laboratories 
and Gardeners Training centers have 
been established. Current emphasis on 
developing a cold chain will further close 
the yawning gap between the farmers and 
the remunerative markets abroad. For the 
first time in the history of agriculture in 
Assam aromatic Joha rice was exported 
to Europe. 
F o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  C h a r 
area  resident’s  schemes many schemes 
were rolled out. Land pattas were given 
to the landless. Wheat, Jute seeds, power 
tillers, Spray machines and water pumps 
are made available to the farmers from 
these areas.  Char areas being prone 
to floods,  raised  platform  have been 
constructed for safety from floods.
To identify the deserving beneficiary of 
these welfare schemes in an ethnically 
diverse and geographically a well spread 
out state  is  a challenge.  To mitigate 
such inadvertent omissions and also to 
give freedom to various ethnic groups 
to chalk out their own  development 
agenda  many more  Autonomous  and 
d e v e l o p m e n t   c o u n c i l s   w e r e 

created.  This also helped facilitate 
effective administration.  With time, the 
Government increased the Budget 
allocation for these councils many fold so 
that they can also keep up with the pace 
of development in the state.
In the area of sports which began as a 
tool to engage youth in the early years 
of the first term of the government 
displayed great promise for youth to take 
up various sports activity as a career and 
this prompted the Congress government 
to host  33rd  National games in Assam 
successfully  in 2007  and taking this 
opportunity, the government build 13 
other stadia of international standards, 
which are being used by the youth of 
today to practice and hone their skills. 
With time, the government had initiated 
a range of schemes to create so many self 
employment opportunities  and success 
stories  that youth stopped falling for 
the nefarious designs of the  militants. 
Perhaps, watching the cavalcade of 
development go past from their hideouts, 
the misled youth from these militant 
outfits began to surrender in large 
numbers and so far ceasefire agreements 
with 13 militant groups  have been 
signed to restore peace. More than 14000 
youth from these outfits have surrendered 
and have joined the main stream of 
development.  Fourteen years ago, what 
began as a philosophy “Development 
first, peace will follow” is gradually 
turning into reality.
The overall pace of development  can 
be assessed by the fact that when the 
Congress government took over the reign, 
fourteen years back, Assam  had  barely 
545  Km long network of roads  which 
now stands at  25989  km  which is an 
increase of  46  times  and about 5000 
km of roads are under construction. In 
2001 the number of bridges was hardly 
177 which now stands at 4122, an increase 
of 23 times and 1285 bridges are under 
construction.
With such extensive road connectivity and 
mobile communication, the development 
ran on these all-weather motorable roads 
at an unprecedented pace.  In fact the 
network of quality roads formed the 
backbone of the growth story of Assam 

in the later years. 
The Number of tourists visiting Assam 
has increased four- fold in the last 
decade; In 2001 it was 10.1 lakhs and in 
2014-15 it has increased to 45.44 lakhs. 
This by itself is an acknowledgement 
of the changed reality of Assam and its 
perception outside.
Shri  tarun  Gogoi  led Congress 
government, got third term in a row 
as chief minister that by itself shows 
that his development agenda has 
touched people’s life and has changed 
it for better. Militancy that used to be a 
perpetually bleeding sour on Assamese 
land & consciousness has been reduced 
to an occasional wound caused out of 
shear frustration and disappointment 
of the militants.
Statistics prove  the real picture of 
development in Assam. A few examples 
given below:
These are not mere statistics.  The final 
verdict on the development of the past 
decade need not be told, it is evident 
on the ground. People can see the 
mobility in their  own families and 
neighborhoods.  From mud house 
to  brick house,  muddy tracks to all 
weather  motorable  roads, wooden 
bridges to concrete bridges, Children 
going to school, training centers, Self 
Help groups, employment opportunities, 
and most importantly freedom to choose 
ones occupation. 
According to Shri Tarun Gogoi, - ”This 
development, peace, roads, schools, 
medical facilities, these buzzing markets, 
Bridges, a family’s peace, a son’s education, 
a mother’s treatment, one’s business , 
everything that we enjoy today is due 
to the sacrifices others have made for 
us. Congress leaders, security personals, 
journalists, businessman....they gave up 
their today to make a  better  tomorrow 
for us... we owe this development to 
them and their sacrifice. Let us respect it 
by doing our job responsibly as a citizen 
and protect Assam once again from 
opportunist forces.” v
Author is a senior spokesperson, Assam 

Pradesh Congress Committee

ACHIeveMeNt
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1) total GDP (Present)
 2001-02: 4.07% 2014-15: 15.26%

Increase 3.7 times (UPTO JULY 2015)

2) Per Capita Income (Present)
 2001-02: 13,059/- 2014-15: 49,480/-

Increase 3.8 times (UPTO JULY 2015)

3) MGNreGA JOB CArD
 2001-02: 0 2014-15: 42.21/-

New Step (UPTO JULY 2015)

4) Indira Avash yojona
 2001-02: 7.77 2014-15: 16.72

Increase 9.4 times (UPTO JULY 2015)

5) Free electricity (BPL)
 2001-02: 0 2014-15: 11.20

New Step (UPTO JULY 2015)
6) Powertiler distribute  to farmers
 2001-02: 582 nos 2014-15: 40809 nos.

(70 times increase) (UPTO JULY 2015)

7) Student Scholarship
 2001-02  2014-15
Tea Tribes 0 3.67 lakhs
Minority 0 3.65 lakhs
Others 0 6.8 lakhs
Distribute 0 30.91 lakhs

(43.6 times increase)

8) tractors  distribute  to farmers
 2001-02: 221 nos 2014-15: 9644 nos.

(43.6 times increase) (UPTO JULY 2015)

9) New Step (UPtO JULy 2015)
Tea Tribes 2001-02 2014-15
Free Electric meter 0 3.5 lakhs family
Powertiller 0 1145 SHG
Free toilet 0 27959 nos.
Land registration 0 13808 nos.
Cycle 0 22066 nos.

(UPTO JULY 2015)

10) Milk Production Capacity
2001-02: 20,000 lt per day 2014-15: 2,16,000 lt per day 

10.8 times increase) (UPTO JULY 2015)

11) Janani Suraksha yojona (Welfare scheme)
 2001-02: 0 2014-15: 23.51 lakh 

(New scheme)  (UPTO JULY 2015)

12) Mamoni (Welfare Scheme)
2001-02: 02014-15: 23.51 lakh 

(New scheme) (UPTO JULY 2015)

13) Morom  (Welfare Scheme)
2001-02: 0 2014-15: 13.71 lakh 
(New scheme)(UPTO JULY 2015)

14) No. of Children gets immunization 
2001-02: 2 2014-15: 80.20

 (5 times increase)(UPTO JULY 2015)

15) No. of University 
2001-02: 5nos.

2014-15: 19 nos (3.8 times increase)
(UPTO JULY 2015)

16) Char Area Development and Minority welfare
Tea Tribes 2001-02 2014-15
Char Area 1.5 849.97
Minority Welfare 0.5 33.97
Free toilet 0 27959 nos.
Land registration 0 13808 nos.
Cycle 0 22066 nos.

(UPTO JULY 2015)

17) No. of engineering College 
 2001-02: 2nos. 2014-15: 17 nos

(8.5% increase)(UPTO JULY 2015)

18) Kissan Credit Card
 2001-02: 800nos. 2014-15: 16.79 lakhs 

(2100 times increase)(UPTO JULY 2015)

19) Border fencing
 1997-02: 7.28km. 2014-15: 218km

(30 times increase)(UPTO JULY 2015)

20) Nos of free Indebted farmers
 2001-02: 0. 2014-15: 2.40 lakhs 

(New schemes)(UPTO JULY 2015)

21) Percentage of student who leave High school
 2002-03: 35.19 2014-15: 7.3%

Decrease 79.2%

22) Medical College
 2001: Guwahati, Dibrugarh, Silchar
 2001-15: Barpeta, Tezpur, Jorhat

Future planning: Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Dhubri, Nogaon, 
Diphu

23) Annual Budget plan
 2001-2-03: 1521.18 Cr 2014-15: 2142371 Cr

14% Increased

24) Power Sector
i) 100 megawatt KarbiLangpi Hydro Power project
ii) 37.2 Megawatt Lakuwa West Heat Power project
iii) 13.5 Megawatt Mintriyang project
iv) 500 Megawatt Bongaigaon Thermal Power Project
Last 14 years in Assam, Rural Electrification increased 1.6% per 

day who have no electric connections.

25) road transport: 
 2001-2-03: 545 km 2014-15: 25989km

Increased 46 times

26) Bridge 
 2001-02: 177 nos. 2014-15: 4122 nos. 

Under construction 1285 nos.(23 times increased)

27) Number  of Self Help Group 
 2001-02: 11743 nos. 2014-15: 2, 66,000 nos. 
23 times increased

28) Development Council  
 2001:  0 NIL 2015: 19 nos. 

6 New Development Council are under process

29) tourist Inflow:  
 2001-2 : 10.1 lakh 2014-15 : 45.44 nos.

ACHIeveMeNt
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ARUNACHAL 
PRADESH

Tributes paid to  
Mahatma Gandhi

Itanagar: Arunachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee observed 68th Martyrdom 
Day of Father of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi on 30th January, 2016 at Rajiv 

Gandhi Bhavan, Itanagar in a befitting 
manner. Floral tributes was paid to the 
portrait of Late Bapuji and two minute 
silence was observed as a mark of respect 
followed by a prayer meeting.

All the office bearers of APCC and Frontal 
Organization attended the function.

BIHAR
Tributes paid to  

Lal Bahadur Shastri
Gopalganj: The District Congress 
Committee paid tributes to the former 
prime minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
who gave the slogan of ‘Jai Jawan, Jai 
Kisan’, on his death anniversary here on 
12th January, 2016.

Led by District Congress president, 
Shri Iftekhar Haider, the Congressmen 
paid tributes by garlanding the photo of 
Shastriji.

Other who paid tributes were Pradesh 
Sewadal organizer, Premnath Rai Sharma, 
Shri Ravishankar Chaubey, Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, Mehtab Aalam, Prabhit Parasar, 
Vinod Dubey, Khalid Hyder, Rajan Gupta, 
Ravindra Narayan, Shanbhu Nath Shahi, 

STATESWATCH
Dham Raj, Jyant Kumar and others.

Earlier, on 10th January, 2016, the 
Congressmen with the workers of the 
Vishnu Sugar Mills under the Sugar 
Labour Union and INTUC office bearers 
sat on dharna at the Mills gate.

CHANDIGARH
Tribute paid to martyrs of 

Pathankot attack
Chandigarh: Paying tributes to the 
soldiers who went down fighting terrorists 
during the terror attack on Pathankot 
airbase on 23rd January, 2016, members 
of the Chandigarh Congress organized 
Candle March at Gurdwara Sahib, phase-
2Ramdarbar.

Addressing the members, Pardeep 
Chhabra president Chandigarh Congress 
said the soldiers sacrificed their lives for 
safeguarding the country and hence, 
the country should also respect their 
sacrifices. The government must help 
their families in every possible way, he 
added. 

Kamlesh, Surinder Singh, Vinod Sharma, 
Mohammad Sadik, Shashi Shanker 
Tewari, Chitranjan Chanchal, Ajay Joshi, 
Rajiv Moudgil, Yadvinder Mehta, Banarsi 
Dass, Gautam Gongly, Hira Lal Kundra, 
Manoj, Joseph, Chagan Lal, Deepak, 
Sonia Saroj, Raj Rani, Surinder, Birender 
Ramesh, were present at the function.

CHHATTISGARH
Medical camp held

raipur: Under the Chhattisgarh Pradesh 

Congress Committee Handicap Cell 
and organized by Pradesh Congress 
President, Shri Bhupesh Baghel, a medical 
examination camp was held here on 24th 
January, 2016 where 113 children were 
examined for child-related disease and 
cerebral Plessy.

The examination and consultancy was 
done by Dr. J.K. Jain and his team 
from Allahabad. Shri Bhupesh Baghel 
appreciated the work being carried out 
by the Handicap Cell. Shri Mahendra 
Kochhar said that public service was their 
main aim.

State bandh in protest
raipur: The State government of 
Chhattisgarh and the local government 
has increased the property tax by fifty 
percent and this has annoyed the people 
who are already under the burden of 
rising prices.

The City Congress, led by its president, 
Vikas Upadhayay called for the bandh 
in protest against this increase in house 
tax. The bandh was held on 29th January, 
2016, which was complete and the bandh 
was also supported by NDA alliance 
partners.

Tributes paid to  
Mahatma Gandhi

raipur: Tributes were paid to the father 
of the nation Mahatma Gandhi on his 

NeWS
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martyrdom day on 30th January, 2016 by 
organizing an all religion prayer meeting 
at the Congress Bhawan.

Former MLA, Shri Satyanarayan Sharma 
and the City Congress president, Vikas 
Upadhaya paid tributes by garlanding the 
photo of Mahatma Gandhi.

Present at the prayer meeting were 
Pramod Dubey, Kldeep Juneja, Kiranmaye 
Naik, Ranjan Srivastava, Dhanjaya Singh, 
Suneeta Sharma, Neena Yusuf, Kalpana 
Patel, Asha Chauhan, Laxmirao, Shakun 
Sarekar, Bindu Rani Prasad, Aparna 
Francis, Kalyani Tiwari with others.

DELHI
IYC hold protest march at DU
New Delhi: Indian Youth Congress held 
Protest March on 25th January, 2016 at 
Delhi University for the dalit student 
Rohith Vemula who died for Dalit rights. 
Protest March started from Vishvidyalaya 
Metro Station to Delhi University.

Hundreds of Youth joined the protest 
march in solidarity with the ongoing 
nationwide protests against the state 
motivated murder of a research scholar 
of Hyderabad Central University, Rohith 
Vemula.

The IYC President  Amrinder Singh 
Raja strongly condemned the shameless 
and irresponsible attitude of MHRD, 

union ministers Bangaru Dattatraya, 
Smriti Z. Irani and Vice Chancellor & 
administration of HCU and demanded 
the stringent and quick action against 
the culprits responsible for the tragic 
and untimely death of the “dalit” research 
scholar cum activist Mr. Rohith Vemula.

The tragic suicide of Dalit PhD scholar 
Rohith Vemula and the culpability of 
Union Minister Bandaru Dattatreya and 
ABVP activists in abetting this act is a 
glaring example of Modi Government’s 
anti-Dalit agenda. 

In Hyderabad, five Dalit students were 
expelled from their hostels and denied 
stipends on the basis of mere allegations 
that they had beaten up an ABVP leader. 
The ABVP leader claimed he had to be 
hospitalized because of internal injuries. 
According to a report by DNA newspaper, 
the medical officer’s deposition stated that 
the ABVP leader was operated upon for 
appendicitis. 

Union Minister Shri Bandaru Dattatreya 
even wrote a letter to the HRD ministry, 
calling the students of Ambedkar Students’ 
Association as “casteist, extremists and 
anti-national.” The University VC did not 
bother to cross check the ABVP account. 
He went ahead and suspended the 5 
students, including Vemula. 

According to NCRB Report, 2015, there 
has been a 20% increase in violence 
against Dalits under PM Modi.

Impact of MGNREGS in India 
presented to Shri Pranab 

Mukherjee 
New Delhi: Impact of MGNREGS in 
India presented to Shri Pranab Mukheijee, 
His Excellency President of India. Hon’ble 
President of India Shri Pranab Mukherjee 

today accepted the book “IMPACT OF 
MAHATMA GANDHI NATIONAL 
RURAL EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE 
SCHEME in India- as Path breaking 
written by Dr. R.C. Khuntia, Former MP, 
INTUC Vice President and Secretary, 
AICC. The President accepted the copy 
of the book from Mr. Khuntia in a 
scheduled function held in Rashtrapati 
Bhawan on 07.01.2016 at 7:30 pm. Many 
important dignitaries from Odisha 
like Supreme Court Advocate Biraja 
Mohapatra, Institute of Odisha Study 
and Research Secretary Dr. Subrat Prusti, 
Rtd. AIIMS Professor Dr. Anita Panda, 
Prasar Bharati Consultant Dr. N.K. Bar, 
Pallibani Secretary Shri R.C. Nath, Social 
Worker Mrs. R.R. Nayak and top officials 
at Rashtrapati Bhawan were present 
during the ceremony. The former Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and Rtd. 
Supreme Court Justice Dr. Arijit Pasayat 
had written the forewords of the book. 

The copy of the book was also handed 
over to Dr. Mohammad Hamid Ansari, 
Hon’ble Vice President of India, UPA 
Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Former 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi, AICC Treasurer Shri Motilal 
Vora and AICC General Secretary Shri 
Digvijaya Singh.

This is a research book and sample 
was collected from Dhamapeta and 
Chandrugonda block of Khamma 
District, Gudeed and Mohammadabad 
block or Ranga Reddy District from 
Telangana. Bari and Dasrathpur of Jajpur 
District, Deongaon and Saintala block of 
Bolangir District from Odisha, Sangarh 
and Bhandor block of Jodhpur District, 
Nokha and Kalapat block of Bikaner from 
Rajasthan, Baldev and Farhar block of 
Mathura District and Maharanipur and 
Bungra block of Jhansi District from U.P. 

Incidentally, Mr. Khuntia visited all over 
the country as member of the MGNREGA 
Central Council and participated in all 
policy making decision of the landmark 
National scheme which changed the face 
of vast rural India. It provided succor 
to crores of poor rural population and 
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empowered Women, Schedule Caste, 
Schedule Tribe and OBC. It has also 
checked the interstate migration flow in 
India. His vast experience and exposure 
in the field encouraged him to pen this 
unique book. 

Widely awarded Khunita‘s contribution in 
uplifting the status of labourers and their 
recognition in the society has earned him 
accolades from different quarters of the 
society and even abroad. The book for 
which the labour leader received Ph. D. 
is dedicated in memory of his father and 
published by the Bhubaneswar based KIS 
Foundation. 

Dr. R.C. Khuntia is also author of the 
Voice of Odisha in The Parliament Vol. I 
and II, Voice of Labour in The Parliament 
Vol. I and II, Voice of Environment in The 
Parliament Vol. I and II and the translation 
of Honey Bee and Management of the 
Ring Side View originally written by 
Late G. Ramanujam, Former Governor 
of Odisha. 

One copy also was released by The 
S ecretar y  Genera l  of  S ocia l is t ic 
International, Mr. Luis Ayala at Luanda, 
Angola. 

HARYANA
Demand for completion of 

Defence University soon
Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 
Committee General Secretary, Shri 
Khazan Singh presided over a meeting of 
Congress workers here on 2nd January, 
2016.

Addressing the workers, Shri Khazan 
Singh said that the Defence University 
should be established soon.  The 
foundation of which was laid by Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, UPA Chairperson 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Congress Vice-
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi and then 
State Chief Minister, Shri Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda. 

Shri Khazan Singh also demanded the BJP 
government in the state to complete the 
Rao Tularam Model College of Science 
and Commerce at the earliest so the 
students of Haryana can derive benefit 

from it.

Others who spoke were Sewa Dal Chief, 
Shri Inder Singh Saini, General Secretary, 
Aazad Singh Ahlahawat,  General 
Secretary, Om Prakash Panchal, former 
Sarpanch, Rajendra Singh Saini, Pt. Lal 
Chand Bhardwaj, workers leader Daya 
Chandra and Rajendra Singh.

Workers’ Meeting held
Gurgaon: Congress workers meeting was 
held here on 12th January, 2016 which 
was presided over by Haryana Pradesh 
Congress General Secretary, Shri Khazan 
Singh.

In the meeting, the Congress workers 
raised objection to the statement made 
by BJP Cabinet Minister Smt. Maneka 
Gandhi who said that formation of 
women police station as non-sense.

Shri Khazan Singh said that the senior 
BJP Minister has spoken against its own 
government decision in Haryana. He said 
that the mismanagement in the state has 
become a nuisance for the people.

Shri Khazan Singh said that 12th January 
was the World Youth Day and the birth 
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda 
and also the birthday of Smt. Priyanaka 
Gandhi Vadra alongwith Makar Sankranti 
and Lohri.

Those present in the meeting were District 
Congress Sewa Dal Chief Organizer, 
Shri Inder Singh Saini, Shri Sudershan 
Pal, District Congress SC Chairman, 
Shri Rajendra Singh, Backward Class 
Chairman Shri Rajendra Pradhan, 
Minority Chairman, Shri Nasiruddin, 
Shri Sharafat Ali, SC Development Forum 
Chairman, Shri Mahabir Khaniya who 
shared their views.

Tributes paid to  
Mahatma Gandhi

Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 

Committee, led by its General Secretary, 
Shri Khazan Singh, paid tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi on his Martyrdom Day 
on 30th January, 2016.

Prominent among those who paid tributes 
were District Sewadal Chief Organizer 
Inder Singh Saini, Shri Sanjay Siwan, Shri 
Azad Singh Ahlawat, General Secretary, 
Shri Balikshan Bhuddhiraja, Shri Om 
Prakash Panchal with others.

Republic Day celebrated
rewari: The District Congress, led by 
former minister, Capt. Ajay Singh Yadav 
celebrated the 67th Republic Day by 
unfurling the Tricolor at the Mati Chowk 
on 26th January, 2016.

Capt. Yadav greeted the people and said 
that we have a responsibility towards 
our country because our independence 
came with a high price and our great 
leaders sacrificed their lives to achieve 
independence.

Big examples were, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhash Chandra 
Bose, Lala Lajpat Rai, Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
Bhagat Singh and many more. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH
HPCC meeting to 

Commemorate 10 years of 
MNREGA Scheme

Shimla: Himachal Pradesh Congress 
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Committee organised a function to 
mark the completion of 10 years of 
MNREGA at Rajiv Bhawan, Shimla on 
2nd February, 2016, under the HPCC 
President Thakur Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu which was attended by PCC 
General Secretary Harbhajan Singh Bhajji, 
Harshwardhan Chauhan, PCC Media 
Department Chairman Naresh Chauhan, 
Spokesperson Subhash Manglate, all PCC 
Secretaries and Block Observers.

Addressing party workers, Thakur 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu hailed the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act, a flagship 
rural job guarantee scheme of Congress 
led UPA government and which was 
announced by the then Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh and Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi in February 2006.

Terming the MNREGA scheme as a 
landmark in the history of removing 
poverty from the country,  Thakur 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said that the 
achievements of the scheme across a 
decade were a cause of national pride 
and celebration. “The MGNREGA was 
the UPA’s government’s flagship rural 
job guarantee scheme started in February 
2006 and within two years of its launch, 
it was available in all the districts of India 
by 2008,” he said.

He said that since the scheme was 
first rolled out, the expenditure on the 
programme has amounted to over Rs 3.14 
lakh crore and out of the total amount 
spent in the scheme, around 71 percent 
funds were spent on wage payments to 
workers.

State Congress President said that 
under the MGNREGA scheme, various 

developmental works were carried out in 
rural areas of the country and the scheme 
had earned praise from one and all for 
being inclusive employment scheme.

Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said 
that MNREGA had led to providing 
sustainable employment opportunities 
for all including men and women from 
rural areas and the scheme had been 
instrumental in growth and development 
of rural areas of the country. “Out of all the 
workers benefitted under the scheme, the 
percentage of Scheduled Caste workers 
has consistently been about 20 percent 
and of Scheduled Tribe workers has been 
about 17 percent,” he said, adding that 
the participation of women has increased 
steadily, leading to their empowerment 
and making them self-dependent.

He said that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had earlier termed this scheme as 
living monument of Congress led UPA 
government’s failures but now the BJP 
led NDA government praised this scheme 
and termed its achievements as a cause of 
national pride and celebration. “Such is 
the impact of MNREGA that those who 
mocked it are now rushing to celebrate. 
MNREGA is most transformative govt 
scheme in Independent India. Over 48 
crore people have been benefitted making 
it the world’s largest public scheme,” 
he added. He also accused the Modi 
government of trying to dilute the scheme 
and said that the BJP government had 
reduced the budget for MNREGA leading 
delay in payment of wages to the workers.

He added that the Congress led UPA 
government’s flagship program reflected 
the party’s commitment to a welfare state 
and besides this, Congress party leaders 
had launched various welfare schemes 
to benefit the poor and marginalised 
sections of the society over the years.

Sewadal Workers’  
meeting held

Shimla: District Congress Sewadal 
(Rural) was held on 28th January, 2016 
at the Rajiv Bhawan which was presided 
over by District Sewadal Chief Organizer 
Shri Hemraj Sharma.

The meeting was attended by Shimla 
District office-bearers, Block workers and 
Pradesh Congress officer-bearers. Pradesh 

Congress Sewadal Chief Organizer, Shri 
Anurag Sharma was the Chief Guest. 
Shimla District organizer and incharge 
of Shimla District, Kunwar Pratap Singh 
was the Guest of Honour. The meeting 
was called to get valuable suggestions and 
ways to make the organization strong.

JAMMU AND 
KASHMIR

Congress celebrates 
10th Successful Years of 

MGNREGA                        
Jammu: Celebrating the 10th successful 
year of MGNREGA, J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee held an impressive 
function at Sumbal Sonwari in District 
Bandipora on 2nd Feb 2016, which   was 
presided over by JKPCC Chief G.A. Mir.

Prominent Party Leaders, Legislators 
and Party activists were present on 
the occasion. MGNREGA is the best 
job Guarantee Scheme of UPA Govt. 
The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act is designed 
to provide job guarantee for at least 100 
days in rural area of the country, JKPCC 
Chief G.A. Mir said this while addressing 
a function at Sumbal, organized on the 
completion of 10-years of   MGNREGA.

PCC Chief said that through this scheme, 
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all adult members, of at least 18 Years of 
age, of the families living in rural parts of 
the country are given non-skilled work. 
The Act has been formulated to decrease 
poverty and ensure overall development 
of the country especially in far flung areas, 
he said.

Describing MGNREGA as one among 
the  major achievements of UPA Govt. 
under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and Smt. Sonia Gandhi, G.A. 
Mir said that MGNREGA is the largest 
work guarantee programme  of UPA 
Govt. with the main objective of 
providing and guaranteeing 100 days 
of employment per year to rural people 
aiming to address causes of severe poverty 
through participation in developmental 
works that are undertaken, thereby 
ensuring sustainable development at grass 
root level.

MGNREGA plays a significant role about 
strengthening the process of devolution 
of powers and given an essential role to 
Panchayat Raj Institutions in planning 
and implementing the developmental 
works through a common man at the 
grass roots level. It is a matter of pride for 
the poor and the downtrodden sections of 
the country who have been granted power 
to decide the developmental scenario of 
the areas they belong and also enabling 
them to earn their livelihood with honour 
and dignity, he said.

This achievement of UPA 1 and 2 has given 
a new direction to the people in far off 
places by way of ensuring job guarantee to 
the unemployed and poor people in rural 
areas. No one can deny the fact that it was 
the UPA Govt. that had started various 
schemes   like MGNREGA, NRHM 
and other multiple schemes benefitting 
common people directly   with the aim 
to make the poor   people participate 
in the developmental process besides 
providing them opportunity to ensure 
their livelihood through MGNREGA and 
other centrally sponsored schemes, PCC 
Chief said.

D es cr ibing  t h is  achie vement  of 
UPA Governments as mar velous, 
PCC Chief greeted entire Congress 

leadership for working hard to get the 
MGNREGA  implemented in the entire 
country. He also hailed Congress Vice-
President Rahul Gandhi’s personal 
efforts, who had worked with great 
enthusiasm thereby taking keen interest 
in implementing the Scheme in both letter 
and spirit, across the Country, he said.

Among others who spoke on the occasion 
included Moinul Haq Secretary AICC, 
MLC Vice President Gulam Nabi 
Monga,  Vice President Mohd Anwar 
Bhat, Spokesperson Farooq Andrabi, 
MLA General Secretary Usman Majeed, 
MLA Gulzar Ahmad Wani, Shameema 
Iqbal, District Presidents Abdul Gani 
Khan, Imtiyaz Parray, Zahid Husain Jan, 
Aftab Ahmad Beigh, Gulam Mohd. Mir, 
Org Secretaries Jawahira, Imtiyaz Khan, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Mohd. Yousuf Bhat, 
Shameema Sopori and others.

Mahila Congress join PCC’s 
Programme

Jammu: On the occasion of celebration 
of 10-yrs of MGNREGA, a flagship 
programme of Congress led UPA 
Government, Pradesh Mahila Congress 
joined PCC’s Programme organized at 
Gujjar Charitable Trust Channi, Jammu 
on 3rd February, 2016.

Shri Gulam Nabi Azad was the Chief 
Guest and the function was presided over 
by Sh. G.A. Mir, President PCC.

Speakers highlighted the Programme 
started by UPA Govt. for upliftment of 

people in rural areas. Time has shown 
that this scheme of Congress is the right 
programme for upliftment of poor and 
people living in rural area of India. They 
condemned present NDA Govt. which 
was crying hoarse to say that this a failure 

scheme and they will stop it in spite of 
that the NDA Govt. had to celebrate 
this programme and have to agree to its 
usefulness.

Ms. Indu Pawar also spoke in favour of 
MGNREGA and said Congress has always 
worked with foresightedness in planning, 
implementation of schemes for the poor 
and downtrodden of this country.

Protest against Smriti Irani
Jammu: Pradesh Mahila Congress led by 
Ms. Indu Pawar staged on 23rd January, 
2016 organised a Demonstration/Protest 
March at Shaheedi Chowk Jammu to 
Protest against the anti-Dalit statement 
of Smt. Smriti Irani and anti-Dalit and 
SC/ST policies of the BJP Govt. which led 
to suicide of a young scholar at Central 
University of Hyderabad.

Protesters raised slogans against 
Smt. Smriti Irani and demanded her 
termination from the cabinet and the 
prime minister should tender an apology 
to the nation.

President Pradesh Mahila Congress Ms. 
Pawar said that BJP Govt. is creating crisis 
after crisis for the common man and 
insecurity and intolerance is increasing 
under this Govt.   

Pradesh Mahila Congress 
organize Sadbhawna Diwas

Jammu: A Sadbhawana procession 
was led by Pradesh Mahila Congress 
President, Ms. Indu Pawar in Sainik 
Colony, Jammu. Protestors were carrying 
various slogans i.e “There is no room for 
Goondaism in any religion worth the 
name, be it Islam, Hinduism or any other” 
given by Gandhiji.
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Participants took a pledge to observe and 
propogate the meaning of these slogans in 
our society during our day to day work.

MADHYA PRADESH
Tributes paid to  

Mahatma Gandhi
Satna: Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Committee president, Shri Arun Yadav 
paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi on his 
death anniversary here on 30th January, 
2016. Shri Yadav asked the Congressmen 
to follow the path shown by Gandhiji.

Prominent among others who paid 
tributes were Shri Chandrika Prasad 
Dwivedi, Shri Ajay Chaure, Shri Maqsood 
Ahmad and Smt. Urmila Tripathi.

Tributes paid to Gandhiji
Gwalior: City Congress, led by its 
president, Dr. Darshan Singh, paid 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi on his death 
anniversary here on 30th January, 2016.

Dr. Darshan Singh garlanded the statue 
of Mahatma Gandhi at the Phoolbagh 

garden and Bhajan was sung. Dr. Singh 
also spoke on the life of Gandhiji. District 
Congress general secretary Shri Latif 
Khan Mallu conducted the programme. 

‘Mashal Julus’ taken out
Gwalior: District Congress Committee, 
led by its president, Dr. Darshan Singh, 
took out a ‘Mashal Julus’ (Torch-light 
march) to show their anger in against not 
announcing by the Modi government the 
name of Gwalior for making it a ‘Smart 
City’.

The march was held on 31st January, 
2016 from Fort gate (Kila gate) crossing 
to Hazira. District vice-president, Sunil 
Sharma conducted the march and Block-
president, Navin Bhadkaria thanked the 
people for participating in the ‘Mashal 
Julus’.

MAHARASHTRA 
Protest against BJP

Mumbai: Congress activists in Mumbai 
(Mulund) protested on 19th January, 
2016 against the atrocities of the BJP 
government as Dalit Research Scholar 
Student Rohith Vemula studying at 
Hyderabad University committed suicide 
after BJP Union Minister Bandaru 
Dattatreya pressurized the university to 
boycott and expel him from the campus. 
Activists burnt posters of Bandaru 
Dattatreya and demanded his resignation.

Rajesh Ingle (general secretary, Mumbai 
North East District Congress) led the 
protest alongwith Baburam Choudhry, 
Shekhar Pardeshi, Senthil Tevar, Anil 
Singh, Laxman Bonagiri, Genesh Nikam 
and others.

Protest against land Adoption 
Scheme

Mumbai: Congress workers protested and 
opposed the Shiv Sena-BJP ruled Mumbai 
Municipal Corporation’s proposal of 
giving away open public spaces for 
Adoption to private organizations under 
the grab of Adoption and Caretaking.

North East Mumbai District Congress 
activists in Mulund protested against 
the ruling Shiv Sena-BJP for formulating 
MCGM’s Open Space Adoption Scheme 
and demanded the scrapping of the Policy. 
Activists accused the policy was actually 
systematic privatization of the remaining 
open public spaces which will be given 
always to leaders and people affiliated 
to ruling Shiv Sena and BJP who have 
already usurped more than 200 open 
spaces of Mumbai of which most are being 
exploited commercially. Shortage of funds 
to maintain the open public spaces is also 
not justified as the MCGM has ample 
annual budget of rupees three hundred 
crores of which it doesn’t even expend 
10%. Thus it is a clear conspiracy to give 
away public open spaces to those ruling 

the state & MCGM, explained Congress 
activists to the general public witnessing 
the protest.

North East District Congress Committee 
Vice-President, Kailash Patil led the 
protest along with Anil Sawant, Prakash 
Wagh, Baburam Choudhry, Kamlesh 
Patil, Prakash Indulkar, Chetan Jadhav, 
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Sunil Patil, Kranti Choudhry along with 
others. Rajesh Ingle, General Secretary 
of Mumbai North East District Congress 
Committee coordinated the protest. 

PUNJAB
S. Ravneet Singh Bittu, MP, 

protests against stray dogs in 
Ludhiana City

Ludhiana: Hundreds of Congressmen 
alongwith Member of Parliament S. 
Ravneet Singh Bittu  on 11th February, 
2016 held amassive protest in front of the 
D-Zone office of Municipal Corporation 
for its failure to check the ever increasing 
population of stray dogs in Ludhiana City 
and the threat posed by them to the lives 
of the residents.

Congressmen started thronging the 
protest site from early in the morning. As 
a mark of protest Ravneet brought along 
stray dogs and handed over one to the 
Zonal Commissioner, Ludhiana.

Addressing the mammoth gathering 
Ravneet said we are forced to come 
here due to the manifold increase in the 
cases of dog bites. The city have become 
unsafe for the children, women and the 
elderly alike who avoid coming out of 
their houses after sunset. The children 
are not safe while going to their schools 
or playing in the grounds, the women and 
the elders have been attacked in the parks 
in last few days. Similarly, the accidents 
due to stray animals is snuffing out lives 
of vehicle drivers who are mostly young. 
But the Municipal Corporation despite 
getting funds for the sterilization and 
vaccination of stray dogs from the Union 
Government is not doing enough. We 
are here to wake the Corporation to the 
reality and force the officers to come out 

with time bound programme to check 
the population of stray dogs. With our 
streets and citizens unsafe due to stray 
dogs how can our city be ever called 
smart, he wondered. 

RAJASTHAN
Government not doing its 

Rajdharama
Kota: District Congress Committee 
Vichar Vibhag organized a seminar at 
the Punjab Sabha Bhawan here on 15th 
February, 2016. The topic of discussion 
was “Sarvdharm Sambhav” and the chief 
guest was former Union Minister and 
National President of Vichar Vibhag 
Dr. Girija Vyas, who said that the BJP 
government at the Centre and State 
were not following their ‘Rajdharma’. 
Secular India, is the rajdharma of the 
people sitting in power, but they have 
forgotten it.

False definition of religion is being 
given. Dalits are being victimized and 
oppression on women has increased. 
The future of SC/ST children is not safe. 
In Rajasthan, there is an example of 
injustice against a dalit IAS officer. The 
Prime Minister is making foreign tours, 
but our borders with Pakistan and with 

China is not safe. There is no let-up in 
the incidents of terrorism. If the general 
public keeps quiet at this time then it will 
be the biggest crime.

Former Minister Bharat Singh said 
that the statue of Mahatma Gandhi has 

been removed on the martyrdom day 
of Gandhiji in Sangod. The statue was 
taken away wrapped in white cloth on 
a cart. This is an insult to the father of 
the nation and the country. The police 
and the administration are not finding 
the right clauses to book the culprits 
who have done this, as the incidents 
happens to be unpatriotic. Former MLA 
Poonam Goel said that it is a tradition in 
the Congress Party to take along all the 
religions together and it is our principle, 
by which we can move ahead. Pradesh 
Congress General Secretary Pankaj 
Mehata said that the communal forces 
are trying to divide this country. We have 
to oppose this. Rural Congress President 
Saroj Meena and former Mayor Ratna 
Jain also spoke on the occasion.

RSS created situation
Kota: On the anti-India slogan shouting 
in India’s Premier University, JNU, former 
Union Minister Dr. Girija Vyas said 
on 15th February, 2016 that the whole 
incident in the JNU was the creation of 
the RSS and this is a well laid-out plan. 
An atmosphere of intolerance is being 
created throughout the country, she 
added.

Crores being wasted on 
Resurgent Rajasthan

Pali: Former MP, Shri Badriram Jakhad 
said on 2nd January, 2016 that the 
Rajasthan has spent crores in the 
Resurgent Rajasthan programme and 
have forgotten the most important 
project to establish a refinery here which 
could have helped in the growth of small-
scale industries and would have also 
given employment.

Shri Jhakad said that during the past 
two years, the law and order situation 
had deteriorated as crimes like murder, 
looting, dacoity and looting of ATMs 
have become very common. The whole 
state of Rajasthan was experiencing 
severe drought but the government was 
sitting unconcerned. The farmers are on 
the verge of ruin.

The BJP government has made tall 
promises but they have failed to fulfill 
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it. Former Chief Minister, Shri Ashok 
Gehlot and UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi had seen a dream of a refinery in 
2013 so that it would change the scene 
here by giving jobs to the unemployed.

Shri Jakhad and District Congress 
President, Shri Ajij Dard said that they 
would start a campaign to get this project 
for the benefit of the people.

Warm welcome given
Pali: Pradesh Congress Scheduled Caste 
President, Shri Shankerlal Meena was 
given a rousing welcome on reaching here 
on 4th January, 2016 by the District SC 
President, Shri Rajuram Meena.

Shri Shankerlal Meena, addressing the 
workers, said that the BJP government’s 
anti-people policies were being exposed 
and he also told about the historic works 
done by the Congress government. 
District Congress President, Shri Ajij 
Dard said that the Congress had done 
work for the upliftment of the Scheduled 
Castes and the history of the Congress 
was full of sacrifices.

Also present were District Congress 
Vice-President and Sewa Dal Chief, 
Shri Mohan Hatale, Block President, 
Prakash Sankhala,  Mahesh Joshi, 
leader of the Opposition, Bhanwar Rao, 
District Secretary, Ameen Ali, Rangrez, 
Jeevraj Barana, MLA, Mohammad 
Aalam, Prakash Chauhan, Youth leader 
Govardhan Devasi, Sewa Dal City 
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President, Bhanaram Gurjar, OBC 
District President, Manglaram Patel, 
Raja Banjara, Manish Rathod, Chelaram 
Raibara, Rajpurohit, Laduram Meena, 
Gopal Gaur, Anwar Khan with others.

Tributes paid to Gandhiji
Pali: District Congress Committee, led 
by its president, Shri Ajiz Dard paid 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi on his death 
anniversary here on 30th January, 2016.

Shri Dard garlanded the statue of 
Gandhiji at the Gandhi Circle. Also 
who paid tributes were, Ameen Ali 
Rangrez, Shri Mohan Hatela, Prakash 
Sankhala, Mahesh Joshi, Praveen Kathari, 
Nihalchand Jain, Madan Singh Jagarwal, 
Ratan Udeysh, Sitaram Sharma, Jannat 
Khokhar, Sharmila Rajpurohit, Gordhan 
Devasi, Prakash Chaudhary, Hariram 
Chaudhary with others.

Memorandum given
Pali: The District Congress Committee 
SC/ST Department condoled the death 
of the student Rohith Vemula of the 
Central University, Hyderabad and sent 
a memorandum to the President of India 
to dismiss HRD Minister Smriti Irani for 
this act.

The memorandum was given to the 

District Collector addressed to the 
President.

TAMILNADU
Republic Day Celebrated

Chennai: The 67th Republic Day was 
celebrated in Chennai on 26th January, 
2016 at Satyamurthy Bhavan. The National 

Flag was hoisted by PCC President, Shri 
Elegovan Ji and senior leaders Shri 
Thirunavukarasu (Ex. MP), Smt. Kushboo 
Sunder, All India Congress spokeswoman 
and actress attended the function. More 
than 250 Sevadal workers and volunteers 
attended the function. 

UTTAR PRADESH
Preparation meeting 

concluded
Lucknow: The meetings of the UPCC 
in preparation for the forthcoming 2017 
Vidhan Sabha elections concluded here 
on 25th January, 2016.

The meetings were held in three phases 
and AICC general secretary incharge 
of UP, Shri Madhusudan Mistri, MP 
got detailed information from District, 
City and Block presidents, regarding 
the social and political situation, main 
problems of the area and the real state of 
the organization.

In the meeting, UPCC president, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri, AICC secretary and co-
incharge, Shri Zuber Khan, Shri Prakash 
Joshi had detailed discussion with 
related districts and division incharges 
and various vice-presidents, various 
Vidhan Sabha area presidents and district 
presidents to collect all the information 
and to get the names of the winnable 
candidates for the 2017 elections.
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Till date, 110 Vidhan Sabha areas have 
been discussed. The remaining areas will 
be discussed in February and March.

Awareness campaign 
padyatra

Aligarh: In a series of padyatras under 
the farm labourers awareness campaign, 
a padyatra was held on 3rd January, 2016 
from Asgarpur to Balukheda village which 
was led by AICC national spokesperson 
Vivek Bansal.

Before the start  of the padyatra, 
Congressmen paid tributes to the eight 
soldiers who lost their lives during the 
Pathankot Airbase attack by Pakistani 
terrorists.

Shri Bansal is taking such bold action 
and our Prime Minister who boasted of 
56 inch chest, what has he done? Shri 
Bansal said that Narendra Modi made a 
sudden visit to Lahore and enjoyed the 
food there showing that he wants peaceful 
co-existence with the neighbours but that 
hope was shattered with this attack. It is 
a matter of shame that a strong Prime 
Minister of a strong country has proved 
to turn out a weak person in matters of 
country’s security.

He said, the Prime Minister is insensitive 
towards farmers and is only helping 
hoarders and black marketeers by his 
polices because the paddy was being 
sold by farmers for Rs. 2700 to Rs. 3000 
per quintal.

Tributes paid to  
Lal Bahadur Shastri

Allahabad: Glowing tributes were paid to 
Bharat Ratna Lal Bahadur Shastri by the 
District and City Congress Committee 
on his 50th Death Anniversary on 
11th January, 2016. In the morning, 

Congressmen paid homage to their 
beloved leader by garlanding his statue 
at medical college crossing.

Speaking at the tribute meeting, ex. Mayor 
Ch. Jitendra Nath Singh said the man of 
highest integrity, loyalty, devoted to ideals 
and conscience is called Lal Bahadur 
Shastri. He was a tireless champion of 
the interests of the working class and 

peasants, he added.

UPCC spokesman Kishore Varshney 
while presiding the meeting said Shastriji 
was the perfect role model of younger 
generation. Varshney also said Shastriji 
was a leader of moral stature whose trail 
physic and gentle manner belied his 
tremendous inner strength and courage.

Later Ch. Jitendra also administered the 
oath to all Congressmen to fight against 
terrorism and work hard for the unity of 
country.

KP Trust Chairman Ch. Raghvendra Nath 
Singh, City Congress President Upendra 
Singh, Fuzail Hashmi, Sunil Datt Kautilya, 
Ravi Srivastava, Ajay Mishra, Hanuman 
Srivastava, Prof. Mohd. Ahmed, Atul 
Tiwari, Abhinna Varshney, Dr. Yogendra 
Singh, Anil Mishra, Keshav Lal, Irshad 
Ullah, Duttatriya Tripathi, Lal Babu Sahu, 
Raj Bahadur, Naveen Srivastava and many 
others were present.

Tributes paid to  
Mahatma Gandhi

Allahabad: The 68th Martyrdom day of 
Father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi 
was observed on 30th January, 2016 by 
District and City Congress Committee 
here at Balsan crossing. Partymen offered 
floral tributes and homage to all the great 
martyrs at the statue of Bapu and recalled 
their contribution.

Addressing the meeting. MLA and 
spokesperson, AICC Dr. Reeta Bahuguna 
Joshi said that Gandhiji used to teach 
every Indian the lesson of magnanimity 
and humanity. She also said that this is the 
time to rededicate to Gandhiji’s principles.

Ex. mayor, Ch. Jitendra Nath Singh said 
Gandhiji wanted that in the whole world 
where there is injustice and exploitation, 
people should struggle to protect human 
values.

UPCC spokesman Kishore Varshney, who 
conducted the meeting said Gandhiji is 
not past but also the future and called 
upon the people to follow the non-
violence and truth principles of Bapu. 

District congress committee president 
Anil Dwivedi presided the meeting.

Congressmen also organized Sarva-
Dharma prayer and chanted Mahatma’s 
favourite song “Raghu Pati Raghav 
Raja Ram- Patit Pawan Seeta Ram” and 
resolved to follow the path shown by 
Gandhiji. A two minutes silence was also 
observed to mark the day.

Also present were Sant Pd. Pandey, 
Awdhesh Tripathi, Abhishek Shukla, Vijay 
Bahadur Singh, Mahesh Tripathi, Chaman 
Rawat, Abhinna Varshney, Keshav Lal, 
Parvej Siddique, Usha Rani, Atul Tiwari, 
Yashveer Yadav, Ajay Srivastava, Irshad 
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Ulla, Dilip Goshwami, Md. Sartaj, Anurag 
Rai, Gaurav Pandey, Deepak Mishra, 
Abdul Kadir. 

Tributes paid to Gandhiji
Meerut: District Congress Committee, 
led by its vice-president, Mohammad 
Imran, paid tributes to the father of the 
nation Mahatma Gandhi on his death 
anniversary here on 30th January, 2016 .

The Congressmen paid tributes to the 
Mahatma by organizing an all-religion 
prayer and resolved to follow the path 
of Mahatma Gandhi by imbibing the 
teachings of Gandhiji.

UP Mahila Congress names 
announced

Meerut: District Congress vice-president, 
Md. Imran said on 31st January that 
looking at the 2017 Assembly elections, 
the UPCC Mahila Congress president, 
Pratima Singh has announced the names 
of Mahila Congress presidents for the 
state.

Smt. Savita Samani was made Meerut 
District Congress president and Smt. 
Rubina Faridi was made Meerut City 
Congress president. Smt. Rekha Nagpal 
is the Pradesh Mahila Congress general 
secretary while Smt. Babita Singh Gurjan 
of Meerut was made Pradesh Mahila 
Congress secretary.

Bhim Jyoti Yatra
Unnao: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee SC/ST Department took out 
‘Bhim Jyoti Yatra’ to commemorate the 
125th birthday of Baba Sahib Bhimrao 

Ambedkar here on 1st February, 2016.

Shri Bhagwati Prasad Chaudhary, the 
UPCC SC/ST chairman and organizer 
of the march and Shri Shasank Shekhar 
Shukla  addressed the gather ing. 
The programme was organized and 
conducted by UPCC secretary Shri Raj 
Kumar Lodhi.

Former MP, Annu Tandon said that the 
Bhim Jyoti Yatra has brought awareness 
among the people and added that the 
thinking of Bhim Rao Ambedkar was 
that of the Congress.

Smt. Annu Tandon said that if our leader 

Shri Rahul Gandhi visits the house of any 
poor and Dalit person, the ruling leaders 
feel jealous because they want to play 
the politics of vote and thus the farmers 
and the poor have to be aware and think 
about their progress and development. 

WEST BENGAL
Tea garden workers starving 

to death
Kolkata: West Bengal Youth INTUC on 
18th January, 2016 under the leadership 
of Shri Priyesh Tiwari (Rahul), President 
West Bengal Youth INTUC, organized 
Road Blockade in all the districts across 
the state of West Bengal to highlight 
and support the pathetic plight of Tea 
Garden workers wherein starving death 
have transformed into a daily activity 
of death rally due to malnutrition and 
starvation, for want of medical aid and 
closure of many important tea industries 
of Duncan and Alchemist group. About 5 
lakh people of North Bengal has become 
victims.

Youth INTUC workers also highlighted 
the cause of Singur farmers who have 
become the political victim of TMC 
Government who has lost the land. No 
industry has been put up, so that they 
get opportunity of employment as land 
losers.

Every district peacefully organized the 
Road Blockade at their respective areas 
and Shri Priyesh Tiwari (Rahul) blocked 
the road at Chittaranjan Avenue and 
Mahatma Gandhi Road crossing. Also 
present were Aurangjeb Khan, Prabhat 
Tiwari, Rahul Pandey, Raghabendra 
Chaturvedi along with other Youth 
INTUC Workers.

All Bengal Road Blockade  
by CTU

Kolkata: 25th January, 2016 Esplanade: 
All Central Trade Unions including 
INTUC and CITU, Federations held 
a road blockade in support of the tea 
garden workers. Many workers are dying, 
Tea Garden is being closed day by day by 
the management, but the Government is 
not taking any initiative to look after the 
poor condition of the workers.

In the blockade were present, Shri 
Ramen Pandey, President INTUC, West 
Bengal, Shri Shyamal Chakravarty, Ex-
MP and President CITU, West Bengal 
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together with leaders of other central 
trade unions.

Shri Pandey in his speech said that if the 
Government and the management are 
unable to run tea gardens, then they can 
hand it over to Central Trade Unions and 
they will run the gardens.

A l s o  C T U  d e m an d s  i m m e d i at e 
reopening of Duncans, Alchemist and 
other gardens. ESI be introduced for 
medical treatment and hygienic supply 
of foodgrains through PDS. Central and 
State Government must sponsor funds/
grants for the welfare of tea garden 
workers.

Road blockades were organized in 22 
spots throughout the districts of West 
Bengal.

67th Republic Day celebrated
Kolkata: West Bengal Youth INTUC 
on 26th January, 2016 went on roads 
at midnight till 5 am in the morning 
to distribute blankets, flower bouquets 
and wheel chairs to the poor and needy 
citizens who are spending their life on 
footpaths under chilled cold nights. 
Youth INTUC activists under the 
leadership of Shri Priyesh Tiwari (Rahul), 
President West Bengal Youth INTUC 
spread the message of brotherhood on 
the day of 67th Republic Day of India. 
Also present were, Shri Auranzeb Khan, 
Shri Raghvendra Chaturvedi, General 
Secretaries, Shri Prabhat Tewari, Vice 
President, Shri Sadique Zia, Shri Biplab 
Paul, Secretaries, Ejaz Ahmed, Syed 
Ahsan, Shahid Lodhi, Md. Aqil and 
others.

NeWS

Nation pays tribute to our freedom fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Dr. Zakir Husain
Birth Anniversary
8th February

(1897-1969)

Motilal Nehru
Death Anniversary
6th February

(1861-1931)

Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale
Death Anniversary
19th February

(1866-1915)

Sarojini Naidu
Birth Anniversary
13th February

(1879-1949)

Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad
Death anniversary
22nd February

(1888-1958)

Kasturba Gandhi
Death Anniversary
22nd February

(1869-1944)

Dr. rajendra Prasad
Death Anniversary
28th February

(1884-1963)

Chandra Shekhar 
Azad 
Death Anniversary
27th February

(1906-1931)

Smt. Kamla Nehru
Death Anniversary
28th February

(1899-1936)

Celebration was also held at INTUC, 
West Bengal headquarter wherein 
National Flag was unfurled by Shri 
Ramen Pandey, President, INTUC, 
West Bengal. Also present were Shri 
Alok Nandi, Vice President, Shri Atiar 

Rahaman, Treasurer of INTUC, West 
Bengal alongwith other state leaders, 
which was followed by cultural show.

Flags were also hoisted at several units 
of INTUC affiliated unions.
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The month of  Januar y 2016 
started with a Mahila Congress 
Convention in Hyderabad, 

Telangana which was organized by 
PMC President Smt. Narella Sharada 
on 10th January 2016. Smt. Shobha Oza, 
President, AIMC was the Chief Guest of 
the program which was addressed also 
by PCC President, Shri Hanumantha 
Rao, MP, Shri Jaipal Reddy, Smt. Akula 
Lalitha, MLC and other leaders. About 
1000 women were present in the program. 

Since, Mahila Congress is taking up the 
issues related to crime against women 
very seriously, the Mahila Congress 
functionaries are personally monitoring 
such cases. In this connection, Smt. 
Shobha Oza went to Kharauda, Village in 
Baraut Tehsil of Baghpat District of UP on 
21st January, where a sixteen year old girl 
was abducted while going to school and 
was gang-raped and murdered after being 
kept in confinement for 10 days. She was 
accompanied by Dr. Shobhna Shah, Gen. 
Secy. AIMC & Incharge of UPMC and 
Smt. Sunita Sehrawat & Smt. Anupama 
Rawat, both Secretaries, AIMC and Co-
incharges. Smt. Pratima Singh, President, 
Uttar Pradesh Mahila Congress went to 
Bareilly, where a minor girl was brutally 
gang-raped and murdered in Anandpur 
Village of Nawab Gunj Tehsil. The Mahila 
Congress unit staged a dharna in front 
of the office of Superintendent of Police, 
demanding speedy action in the matter. 

On 22nd January, AIMC President 
addressed a District-level Mahila Congress 
Convention in Pataudi Tehsil of Gurgaon 
District which was attended by about 1000 
Mahila Congress workers. Smt. Neetu 
Verma Soin, Gen. Secy. AIMC & Incharge 
Haryana PMC, Smt. Sunita Sehrawat & 
Smt. Veena Rani, both Secretaries AIMC 
and Smt. Sumitra Chauhan, President 
Haryana PMC were present on the dias. 
The program was organized by Smt. Annu 

MAhILA COngREss

Pataudi, President, Gurgaon 
(Rural) Mahila Congress. 

The  Al l  India  Mahi la 
C o n g re s s  t o o k  o u t  a 
Sadbhawna March on 30th 
January i.e. Martyrdom 
Day of Father of the Nation 
Mahatma Gandhi.  The 
March started from Congress 
Headquarters at 24, Akbar 
Road and culminated at 
Gandhi Smriti where about 
2000 participants paid 
floral tribute to Mahatma. 
The March was led by Smt. 
Shobha Oza and the State 
Mahila Congress Presidents 
of Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar 
Pradesh alongwith AIMC 
Office Bearers. Similar 
Marches were organized in 
all States across the country. 

Smt. Chandrikaben Chudasama and Smt. 
Veena Rani attended a meeting in Bikaner, 
Rajasthan organized by Smt. Shakuntala 
Rawat, President, Rajasthan PMC. Ms. 
Varsha Gaikwad, Gen. Secy. & Incharge 
Odisha PMC chaired a meeting of Odisha 
PMC in Bubaneshwar, organized by Smt. 
Sashmita Behra, President Odisha PMC. 
Ms. Nagma, Gen. Secy. AIMC & Incharge 
Bihar PMC addressed a meeting organized 
by Smt. Amita Bhushan, President Bihar 
PMC in Patna, Bihar. Ms. Hazina Syed, 
Secy. AIMC staged a dharna in protest 
against the death of three girl students who 
committed suicide because of charging 
of extra fees and torture by college 
administration in Tamil Nadu. She was 
accompanied by newly appointed Tamil 
Nadu PMC President Smt. Jansirani M. 

Smt. Indu Pawar, President, Jammu & 
Kashmir, PMC staged a demonstration/
protest march at Shaheedi Chowk, Jammu 
to protest against the anti Dalit statement 

of Smt. Smriti Irani and anti Dalit SC/
ST policies of BJP Govt. which led to 
suicide of a young scholar at Central 
University of Hyderabad. Smt. Sonalben 
Patel, President, Gujarat PMC has started 
organizing a series of District-wise 
training camps for recently elected 
representatives in local body elections.

Smt. Mandvi Chauhan, President, Madhya 
Pradesh Mahila Congress presided Mahila 
Congress Conventions in Satna and 
Katni which were organized by DMC 
Presidents Smt. Shashi Mishra and Smt. 
Rajni Soni, respectively. She also led a 
Hunkar rally in Jabalpur which was 
organized in protest against the BJP 
Government of Madhya Pradesh. Smt. 
Sashmita Behra, President, Odisha PMC 
convened a meeting of newly appointed 
office bearers and district president. Smt. 
Charulata Tokas, President, Maharashtra 
PMC convened organizational meetings 
in Jalna, Aurangabad and Buldhana 
District. v

Dr. Shobhna Shah
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FIve POINt SOMeONe
Spokesperson: Shri Jairam Ramesh: He said that some years 
ago a famous writer Chetan Bhagat had written a novel, the 
name of which was “Five-Point Someone”, it contained what 
not to do formula in the IIT to lakh of people through his 
book. Today, I want to give a new novel ‘Five point—” and 
tell you about it in short.

The heading of this novel will be “Five Point Narendra Modi”, 
and this is not about what not to do in IIT. But how not to 
make our economy strong, their details will be given. There 
are five points by which our Finance Minister who writes on 
Blogs despite this, has not been able to control our economy. 
First of all, the figures that were shown yesterday evening has 
been published in all newspapers.

The figures of November, 2015, the price index was the lowest 
in four years.

For the past 13 months the import has fallen down.

The highest consumer price index in the past 15 months, which 
is significant for the consumers, the inflation was the highest.

You may remember that the then Chief Minister of Gujarat 
had said in 2013 as to what is happening to the exchange rate, 
as the value of Rupee is falling down in comparison to Dollar 
and a day would come when the value of the Rupee will be 
higher than the age of the Prime Minister. Narendra Modi had 
said so in 2013 that Rupee is falling. Now, what has happened 
in the past 15 months, the value of Rupee in comparison to 
the Dollar has in the past 15 months become more than the 
age of Prime Minister and the Finance Minister said if it 
continues this way, it will soon cross the age of the advisory 
council members of the BJP. When Narendra Modi became 
Prime Minister the Dollar was at Rs. 58. Now, the Dollar is 
worth Rs. 67. More than the age of the Prime Minister and 
Finance Minister.

The Mid-year economic arrangement which has been kept in 
the Parliament by the government, it clearly mentions that 
economic progress is not taking place because the labour rate 
is not being increased in rural areas. The demand that should 
come in rural areas and the economic progress is not rising. 
Wednesday, 13th January, 2016.

PrIMe MINISter’S StArt UP POLICy HAS 
MANy MISSeS

The Prime Minister unveiled policy initiatives for the new 
class of  emerging, innovative companies called Start Ups, 
yesterday. The  Congress Party welcomes yet another re-
discovery by the Prime Minister  of something that it had 
always recognized. 

The Congress party is proud that India rose to becoming the 
third largest start-up ecosystem in the world during its regime.

In meetings that the Congress Party Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi held  with Start Ups across the country, the most 
important policy requirement expressed by entrepreneurs was 
to maintain neutrality of the Internet between big business 
and start-ups. It is unfortunate that in the mega show for Start 
Ups that the government held yesterday, the Prime Minister 
failed to commit to net neutrality. His  silence on this vital 
issue is deafening.

Further, the government announced RS.10,000 cr. to generic 
venture capital funds that anyways attract funds from various 
sources  including foreign billionaires. The Congress party 
urges the government to direct such taxpayer funds preferably 
into social impact innovation in sectors such as agriculture 
technologies, education,  affordable healthcare etc., where 
private venture capital is not easily available. When the overall 
economy is in shambles with falling exports, weak domestic 
demand and a collapsing rupee, it is prudent to  optimise 
government funds in important social sectors and not in risky 
generic venture capital funds. Sunday, 17th January, 2016.

SINISter AtteMPtS
Spokesperson: Shri Raj Babbar: He said that “Imposition 
of President’s rule on Republic Day in State of Arunachal 
Pradesh by Modi government reflects trampling of democracy, 
subjugation of federalism and gutting of constitutional 
norms. Having failed in all sinister attempts to dislodge the 
duly elected Congress government by other mechanisms like 
inducement founded upon ill-gotten money, coercion and 
attempts to create a law and order situation; BJP government 
recommended imposition of President’s rule as a shameful 
example of coercive federalism and throwing the principles 
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of team India into dustbin.

Unprecedented and shameless decision to dismiss an elected 
Congress government on Republic Day is an open and 
dastardly murder of democracy. While Hon’ble Supreme 
court of India today issued notice to Government of India, 
Governor and others on a petition challenging President’s 
rule.   What was even most surprising was the assertion by 
Attorney General of India to the effect that he had not studied 
the report of the Governor. Premeditated motive in seeking 
a coloured report from a prejudiced Governor purely with a 
view to bypass Constitutional norms is, thus, writ large.

We would like to underline the fact such devious attempts 
are being made by a political party (BJP), which had just 11 
MLAs as compared to Congress Party’s strength of 47 MLAs 
and a vote percentage share of 58.5%.

Astonishingly and further establishing malafides on part 
of Governor, Shri J.P. Rajkhowa; he has now issued written 
instructions to the administration of Arunachal Pradesh 
to withdraw cars and locked the office, computers, phones 
etc. of Chief Minister, Shri Nabam Tuki, all Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries. This order was passed even when 
the matter was being heard by the Supreme Court of India.   
If this is not premeditated and designed malice on part of 
Governor and his handlers at Delhi, then what is it?

What could be more blatant subversion of people’s mandate?

Despite the ugly game of destabilizing, inducement and 
subversion; Congress Party still has a clear majority and 
a strength of 31 MLAs in the house of 60 Legislators in 
Arunachal Pradesh (Congress Party had 47 MLAs, out of 
which two had resigned and 14 were disqualified in accordance 
with provisions of the Anti-defection law).

Congress Party has full faith in the judicial process and in 
Hon’ble Supreme Court, which is currently hearing the matter. 
Constitutional norms, democracy and federalism will win 
at the altar of justice. Conspiracy to debunk democracy and 
murder of federalism will be defeated substantively.”

SAFAI KArAMCHArI StrIKe IN DeLHI
After having shed crocodile tears over the suicide of Dalit 
students and consistently stone walling any attempts at real 
justice to the victims, Shri Narendra Modi and Shri Arvind 
Kejriwal have once again blatantly displayed their anti-Dalit, 
anti-poor agenda by refusing to pay Municipal employees 
(Mostly Safai Karamcharis) in the National Capital.

A city that just about two years back was a claimant to 
opposition amongst the best cities of the world, is yet again 
on the verge of becoming a garbage dump- the second time 
in the last 7 months. In the sordid game of one-upmanship 
between the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) & the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP); lakhs of people (one lakh families) in the capital, 
dependant on subsistence salaries are unduly paying the price 

of acute mis-governance on part of Government of India and 
the Delhi Government.

It took intervention on part of the Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi, just in June last year for their salaries to 
be released, and yet again the BJP and the AAP have led the 
situation develop into a crises, causing extreme inconvenience 
not only to the employees but every citizen of the capital 
dependent upon civic services. While Shri Modi, with all his 
drama about Swachh Bharat is not ready to pay salaries to 
‘Swacchta Employees’, Shri Arvind Kejriwal who increases the 
salaries of  his MLA’s by 400%, has chosen to ignore  granting 
of funds to the Municipal Corporations. This even as the 
BJP-Governed MCD’s continues with blatant corruption in 
all spheres of civic services. Wednesday, 27th January, 2016.

SPeCIAL ACHIeveMeNt OF UPA
Spokesperson: Shri Jairam Ramesh: He said that a special 
achievement of the UPA government was the Forest Rights 
Act 2006. A historic Act was passed in December, 2006 in 
Parliament. Through this Act around 17 lakh families living 
in forests during the past ten years have received the right of 
the land they live. This has happened for the first time that 
those 17 lakh families living in the forest area have received 
the lease deeds. Of the 17 lakh families, five lakh live in Orissa 
and around four lakh families live in Tripura. Which means 
that 60% families live in these two states.

The UPA government has repeatedly demanded that the 
Rights Act was not only a flagship programme, but for the 
return of peace to the Adivasis, particularly those living in the 
naxal affected areas the implementation of the Forest Rights 
Act 2006 is necessary. But it is a matter of regret that during 
the past 15 months the way the Modi government has ignored 
this historic and progressive Act, all possible efforts have been 
made to weaken it, we feel that it is a big blow on it and the 
rights which the Adivasis families living in different states, 
the families who should have got those rights, have not got it 
in a proper way. Friday, 29th January, 2016.

CONSPIrACy BeHIND rOHItH’S DeAtH
Spokesperson: Shri Ajay Maken: He said that our leaders 
and the Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi is today 
in Hyderabad University to raise his voice with that of the 
students is with them. He also participated in the candle-
light march and was seen standing in their support. It is a 
matter of regret that the BJP and their government instead 
of taking any stringent action against the Vice-Chancellor, 
their Ministers who were responsible behind, are responsible 
behind this suicide, are instead accusing Shri Rahul Gandhi 
of politicizing it.

Today, we want to ask the BJP as to how this issue started, 
the matter started when the student wing of the BJP, ABVP 
President, made a complaint one Minister Bandaru Dattashai 
writes a letter and after that their HRD Minister Smriti Irani 
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repeatedly writes five letters to him, why no action has been 
taken against them. When HRD Minister Smriti Irani had 
written five-five letters, was this was not being politicized. 
Today, the question that arises is that when Bandaru Dattashey 
on the complaint of ABVP students wing, sent a letter on their 
request, was politicizing not there? At a time when the dalit 
student helplessly committed suicide, on the very next day 
Smriti Irani addresses a press conference and justifies that 
action taken by the Vice-Chancellor, was this not politicizing? 
Thereafter, national general secretary of the BJP Murlidharan 
Rao said that the dalit student was not a dalit, he says that 
this student had relations with Naxalites, those students are 
termed as anti-nationals, which is absolutely wrong. When 
BJP general secretary gives such a statement, is this not 
politicizing?

Today, Rahulji has gone there. Whenever such an incident 
takes place in the country with a dalit, with a farmer or a poor 
and injustice takes place then Rahulji is one such person who 
is present there to do his duty as an opposition, whether they 
are safai workers who have to be given his voice, he sits with 
them in the 45 heat and raises his voice. Whether it is the case 
of suicide by farmers, be it the case of their exploitation, he 
walks along with them in Bundelkhand and raises their voice, 
be they the rehri-patriwales, or the jhuggi-jhonpri people who 
get affected by fire, whenever such talks arise, Rahul Gandhi is 
seen standing with the dalits and affected people throughout 
the country and we are proud of it that our leader has become 
the voice of the dalits and the suppressed.

On the other side the government has become the friend of 
the capitalists, the BJP is in fear that they are only thinking 
about the rich while on the other side our leader Shri Rahul 
Gandhi is raising his voice for the poor and the oppressed 
and waving about in the country and is doing his duty to get 
them justice. But it is sad and a matter of shame that the HRD 
Minister who is fully responsible, no action is being taken 
against her regarding this incident nor action has been taken 
against their Minister Bandaru Duttashey who were involved 
in this conspiracy with the ABVP. Instead of removing the 
Vice-Chancellor, he has been given additional charge. They 
are doing politics and over it they are accusing the Congress 
where are person is doing his duty in protecting the poor, 
dalits and the downtrodden and is raising their voice and 
fighting for getting them justice. Saturday, 30th January, 2016.

DUty OF tHe PrIMe MINISter 
Spokesperson: Shri Anand Sharma: He said that the top 
leadership of the BJP after the death of Rohith Vemula and 
the case of his insensitivity has repeatedly come in front of the 
country. Yesterday, Foreign Minister Shushma Swarajji had 
said, raised a question, an effort was made to raise a debate, on 
that student who was compelled to commit suicide, questions 
were also raised on his being a dalit. This is offending and 
this makes it clear that the Prime Minister had himself said 
in Lucknow that it was not only false sensitiveness, they were 
his crocodile tears.

Today, the Prime Minister said his Mann ki Baat. He said 
that I do not want to go on that issue, but the question is that 
after this starting event the anger which is there, is not only 
in Hyderabad but in many Universities of the country, he did 
not give his thoughts on this, to assure and give trust to the 
students and the basic demands and that his government, and 
for the exploited class in the society, who are the sufferers the 
Prime Minister wants to do some work to give them relief. 
With those who have been suppressed, to give them relief, to 
give them justice and to take action against those responsible 
of this incident, it becomes the duty of the Prime Minister to 
take action against those two ministers, Human Resources 
Minister Smriti Iraniji, Bandharu Dattoshay and also against 
Vice-Chancellor Appa Rao who all are being protected.

Shri Narendra Modi, BJP and RSS do not believe in 
accountability. The Vice-Chancellor has been given an 
additional responsibility, he has been made the head of another 
institution, and on his going on leave the responsibility has 
been given to another person, who gave the orders for 
eviction. We have a suggestion for the Prime Minister to tell 
the country as to what were the reasons and what were his 
compulsions and helplessness which forced him not to take 
action against his ministers. If he is unable to tell then it makes 
it clear that his attitude also is fully irresponsible, insensitive 
and insulting. That Rohith Vemula had to struggle in life, he 
did not get honour and justice and even after his death he 
was insulted which is a matter of disgrace and a shameful 
thing. Whatever has been said for his commitment towards 
the nation, feelings towards the country, people just reject it. 
Such talks, such debates which increases tension in the society, 
there is no possibility of bringing any kind of improvement. 
Sunday, 31st January, 2016.


