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Its that time of the year when the government lets the nation know its agenda as to how it intends to utilize the 
scarce resources of the country to make the plight of the Indian citizen better in the year to ensue. This is the 

third time in two years that the budget is being presented by the NDA. The Prime Minister had come to power 
promising to change the look of the economy and to reform the entire system so that the fiscal condition of the 
nation would bring affluence in the lives of all citizens. It would be repetitive to remind of the promise of 15 lacs 

of black money in every account but when a budget seems to be targeting only to take away money from the lower and the middle 
class and as yet offer no fillip to the industry then it sets alarm bells ringing. Whereas in the last two budgets they had totally 
forgotten the backbone of the country  the rural economy, this budget is targeted towards the rural economy. Even in that, steps 
have come in too little and too late. Whereas it pretends to improve the immediate state of affairs for the farmer it has not tried 
to understand and introduce long-term measures for the problems in the rural economy. A Government which has hoodwinked 
the people of the country with its tall promises to come to power does not even hold out any real promises in the current budget 
exercise and has specially ignored the Aam Aadmi, the backwards and the downtrodden. It is another opportunity lost for the 
NDA and the people of the country. It is a sorry state of affairs.

The session as is customary opened with the address of the President of the union where the President gives his views on the 
achievements and goals of his government of the day. It is unfortunate that even in the the body of the address nothing really 
has been said about what steps have been taken to improve the condition of the poor and the downtrodden, the backward 
and the minorities. Except for renaming certain programs set forth by previous Congress Governments the Government 
of Mr. Modi does seem deprived of ideas. We are sure it is not the lack of talent it could be the lack of will. Congress Vice 
President reminded the Prime Minister of all the tall promises that he made before the elections. The Prime Minister in his 
election speeches showed alarm when the price of Daal had become Rs. 70 per kg. Now it is Rs 200 per kg. The International 
price of crude has come down from US $ 135 per Barrel to US $ 35 per barrel. However the lower prices do not reflect on the 
price which we all pay for buying our needs for petro; and diesel. And all the revenue that the government has mopped up 
is shown as the achievement whereby the deficit is under control etc. Instead of keeping up the promise of bringing black 
money back the NDA has given an easy way out for the people hoarding black money by giving an opportunity to turn it 
into legitimate money. The grandiose plans of Make in India have not generated jobs. Nowhere have people been provided with 
employment to ease their plight and yet the government claims that they are moving in the right direction. The Prime Minister 
unabashedly exclaims that yes we are fulfilling your left over schemes without acknowledging that we were moving in the right 
direction and what percentage success was achieved in this ever increasing population. 

Whenever the Government comes up with legislation where the common man benefits, the Congress is there to support. 
The Bill protecting the interest of the homebuyers got the full backing of the Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi. It 
was first envisaged during UPA time but due to the disruptive attitude of the NDA it couldn’t be passed. It brings about a 
balance between the rights of the builders and homebuyers and will ensure that builders cannot harass homebuyers by not 
maintaining schedules or for that matter making arbitrary changes in the plans etc. It is a very welcome legislation and it 
got the full support of the Congress.

Elections to five states and Union territory have been announced. The states spread across the country are very important, Assam, 
Kerala, West Bengal, Puducherry and Tamilnadu will chose who they want them to rule for the next five years. The Congress is 
poised to show a stellar performance across the five states and has got into the poll fray in right earnest. The election commission 
has already announced the Poll schedule. We hope that the elections will be fought without any violence or divisive tactics. And 
we also hope that the elections will be fought fairly and honestly without using inducements.

The matter of Vijay Mallaya and his escape to UK is full of intrigue, specially his meeting with the FM a day before his 
departure. The antics of Mallaya are well known and his costly way towards life has been the subject matter of awe by the 
media for a long time. As also the default of his Airline the Kingfisher and his debt to banks institutions and employees. 
It has not come up suddenly and the fact that he has establishment to which he can easily travel to on any other country is 
no secret. And yet when the various agencies were honing onto him he has very easily and comfortably as if in broad day 
light given the slip and now the charade begins to bring him back. One wonders what or who is his guardian angel that is 
planning all his covert moves even as he is in news for his misadventure. We hope the Government is serious about making 
sure that he meets with his obligations and the money of the Aam Aadmi comes back to where it belongs. v
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The Prime Minister is a wizard at the art of escaping answering difficult questions. 

Ever since his coming to power he has maintained a stoic silence to all the issues 

that disturbed the nation even as he continued his monologue through speeches 

and his 'Man ki Baat'. Of course to him his 'Man ki Baat' is important but he fails 

to respond to the Man of the people.

This was his ploy while replying on the debate on the Presidents address to the 

Parliament. Since he had no real answers to the issues he decide to personally 

target the Vice President of the party which has ruled over India for six decades 

and made unbecoming remarks in his inimitable style. Even as he believes he is 

being amusing when he gives such rhetoric he fails to observe that there is no 

laughter even from his own benches. Normally a seasoned politician does not 

appreciate such petty remarks about the leadership of a rival party but this Prime 

Minister has no qualms about abandoning such niceties. 

It is time that, as it is his duty. as Prime Minister of the country and not of just 

BJP or RSS to address the issues which concern the minds of the people who 

are disturbed about the way his partymen are going about violently attacking 

dissent. The recent violence in a state that shares its border with the capital 

from three sides is very alarming and reflects incapability of the government to 

maintain law and order. Whether it was ineptness or lack of desire is any ones 

guess. This is not the only time. The recent incidents concerning Delhi police 

and various other places are glaring examples. The lynching of people on matters 

of beef is now assuming alarming proportions. And the Prime Ministers Man 

does not desire to share his thoughts with the country. Is the answer to make 

fun of opposition and to say I couldn’t care less? People are not fools Mr. Prime 

Minister. They already are asking. And you have no better Defence then to try 

a diversion by attacking in a personal way the Vice President of the Congress 

party.
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IN PARlIAMENt

Madam Speaker, Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to speak on this important day for 
us women International Women’s Day.

I take this opportunity to convey my good wishes to you 
Madam Speaker, to all of you Women Members, to all the 
women of India and the world.

Our history is full of examples of women playing central 
and important roles, in all spheres of life.     Inspired by 
Mahatma Gandhi, lakhs of women broke with tradition and 
joined the freedom movement. Way back in August 1928 
when women in many countries were fighting for the right 
to vote, the Congress party pledged itself to that right when 
India became free.

When the Constituent Assembly met to give shape to 
our Constitution, fifteen distinguished women made 
notable contributions to it.   Today, we proudly recall 
all of them.  Today, we also take pride in the fact that 
we have had a first and only woman Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, a first woman President Pratibha 
Patil and a first woman Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
Meira Kumar.

Over the past six and a half decades, women have 
made many striking achievements in different fields 
- which is remarkable considering the obstacles they 
have had to face. However, while we applaud these 
accomplishments, the fact remains that women 

continue to be victims of oppression and discrimination.

Madam Speaker, it is thanks to the vision of Rajiv Gandhi that 
we have mandatory reservation for women in panchayats 
and nagar palikas.   Today, over 40% of the 40 lakh elected 
representatives, in urban and rural local bodies, are women.  
This is nothing short of a revolution. 

But recent developments are deeply disturbing.

On the one hand, we celebrate the 125th birth anniversary 
of Dr. Ambedkar, and on the other, in some states, the right 
to contest elections at the local level has been significantly 
curtailed on  educational grounds.     For no fault of theirs, 
a very large number of rural women, belonging to the 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, are being denied 

Women have made many striking achievements in 
different fields: sonia gandhi

Hon’ble Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi speech in the Parliament on  
International Women’s  Day on 8th March, 2016

our history is full of examples of Women 

playing central and important roles, in all 

spheres of life.   inspired by mahatma gandhi, 

lakhs of Women broke With tradition and 

joined the freedom movement. Way back in 

august 1928 When Women in many countries 

Were fighting for the right to vote, the 

congress party pledged itself to that right 

When india became free.
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IN PARlIAMENt

their basic Constitutional right. This compels our urgent 
legislative attention.

Madam Speaker, today is an occasion to celebrate but also to 
look inwards, at ourselves as women. 

The harsh reality is that the building blocks of discrimination 
against women lie within the very systems that are supposed 
to nurture and defend them  namely the family and the 
community.  Ever so often women end up, for no fault of 
their own, as victims of tradition.  Too often, it is the family 
and community that opts for sex selection, makes distinctions 
between male and female children when it comes to food 
and education,  forces girls into early marriage, demands 
dowry when sons get married, withholds girls’ opportunities 
for employment and independence and denies them their 
legitimate share of family property.   While there is much in 
our tradition to cherish and preserve we must have the courage 
to confront these social evils and fight against them. We must 
as women legislators join hands with our male colleagues in 
a concerted campaign to change the mind-set that underline 
these practices.

Madam Speaker,

The philosophy of this Government is said to be one of 
Maximum Governance, Minimum Government. I don’t quite 
agree with the Minimum Government part, but let that be.   I 
do have serious problems with the way maximum governance 
itself is perceived.

Maximum governance is more than just accelerating economic 
growth. Surely, maximum governance involves expanding 
space for debate, for disagreement and for the expression 
of different points of view without inviting retaliation and 
retribution.

Surely, maximum governance involves giving freedom to civil 
society, NGOs and activist groups, often led by women, to carry 
out campaigns on behalf of those whose voices  are seldom 
heard.

Surely maximum governance does not mean having double 
standards in relation to women and their rights.

Surely, maximum governance means protecting, preserving and 
strengthening our social and communal fabric;

Surely, maximum governance is anchored in the deepening of 
our democratic and liberal values.

Madam Speaker,

Surely, maximum governance also means giving us women, our 
legitimate due namely the much awaited Women’s’ Reservation 
Bill.   I believe we can expect in you, Madam Speaker, a strong 
ally for this cause.  

Thank you. v

When the constituent assembly met 

to give shape to our constitution, 

fifteen distinguished Women made 

notable contributions to it... today, 

We also take pride in the fact that 

We have had a first and only Woman 

prime minister indira gandhi, a first 

Woman president pratibha patil and 

a first Woman speaker of the lok 

sabha meira kumar.

 it is thanks to the vision of rajiv 

gandhi that We have mandatory 

reservation for Women in panchayats 

and nagar palikas.   today, over 

40% of the 40 lakh elected 

representatives, in urban and rural 

local bodies, are Women.

We celebrate the 125th birth 

anniversary of dr. ambedkar, and on 

the other, in some states, the right 

to contest elections at the local 

level has been significantly curtailed 

on educational grounds.   for no 

fault of theirs, a very large number 

of rural Women, belonging to the 

scheduled castes and scheduled 

tribes, are being denied their basic 

constitutional right.

✽

✽
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The day before yesterday, I was 
listening to Arun Jaitleyji’s 
speech. We were sitting here. 

He announced a new scheme  Fair & 
Lovely scheme. Under this scheme, any 
tax-evader (thief) can make his black-
money white. It hardly matters from 
where he has got money- stolen from 
anywhere or amassed through corrupt 
practices. Arun Jaitleyji announced this 
in open house. He said that Modiji’s  

Fair & Lovely scheme has embarked on 
and you can make your black-money 
white. In 2014, Modiji announced  I 
will finish black-money; I will win the 
fight against black-money; whoever has 
black-money, I will put him behind bars. 
In this Fair & Lovely scheme, no one will 
go to jail; no one will be arrested; no 
one will be asked anything. Go straight 
to Arun Jaitleyji, deposit tax and make 
your black-money white.  

What promises were made by Modiji? 
Modiji said that the economy is going 
downward. During election campaign, 
he said that pulses cost Rs 70 a kg. When 
our party will form the government, 
prices will be brought down. Modiji 
arrived…. Today the cost of pulses is 
Rs 200 a kg. Earlier, petrol was at $130 
per barrel, today it is pegged at $35 per 
barrel. The price of petrol nosedived from 
130 to 35 but not a single penny from 
the money saved for people. Mothers 
didn’t get. Sisters didn’t get. No attempt 
was made to lessen their hardships and 
sorrows. Instead, it is being provided to 
big industrialists.

The prime minister promised 
employment. The promise was  every 
year two crore jobs for India’s youth. 
Asiatic lion of “Make in India” was 
created. Asiatic lion of black colour. Look 
inside, it ticks like a watch. Wherever 
you look at, you will find Asiatic lion  in 
internet, in TV. Listen to Modiji’s speech  
Asiatic lion.

Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi’s speech during Motion of Thanks on  
the President’s Address in Lok Sabha on 2nd March, 2016

respecting the flag means respecting the 
opinion of every indian: rahul gandhi

pm modiji says that he has not come across such 

useless schemes like mnrega; india Was destroyed 

by these people; i Will not bring this scheme to an 

end because people should knoW What mistakes 

Were committed by the upa governments. yesterday, 

mnrega Was being discussed and it Was said that 

the government Will put money in this scheme. arun 

jaitleyji comes to me and says that there is no other 

scheme better than mnrega.
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jnu - 60% of the students belong to dalit, obc, 

minority communities. parents of 40% of students 

earn less than rs 6000 per month. Why are you 

hunting jnu and rohith vemula? i Want to tell you  

because he belongs to dalit or tribal communities. 

you Want that the poor and tribals should not 

prosper. they should remain under-privileged. We 

Will not let it happen? 

I ask you  we are shown the Asiatic lion. 
Tell me  how many jobs were provided to 
Indian youth? I was looking for the data 
for my speech. I asked Scindiaji  Do you 
know how many jobs were created last 
year in India? No one knows the data. 
I want to ask Modiji Today you will 
deliver a speech. Tell the countrymen, 
how many jobs you provided to them 
last year. I used to go among people and 
ask them  Did they find employment? 
Did Modiji provided jobs? They all reply 
emphatically  No.

PM Modiji says that he has not 
come across such useless schemes 
like MNREGA; India was destroyed 
by these people; I will not bring this 
scheme to an end because people should 
know what mistakes were committed 
by the UPA governments. Yesterday, 
MNREGA was being discussed and it 
was said that the government will put 
money in this scheme. Arun Jaitleyji 
comes to me and says that there is no 
other scheme better than MNREGA. 
I asked him  Why didn’t you tell it to 
your boss? Why are you saying it to me? 
Go outside and sort it out. Why do you 
not say it to the prime minister of India? 
He didn’t utter a word and kept silence.

Modiji spread the net of promises. I will 
do this. I will do that. Then questions 
began to rise. First question was asked 
by Rohith Vemula  What is my mistake? 
I am a dalit. Why am I being beaten up? 
Why am I being thrashed? Why am I 
being pressurized? He asked this question  
Should there be no future for myself 
in India? My mother is poor. Should 
there be no future for myself? What you 
all did? You pressed his shoulder and 
harassed him with the power and weight 
of the Indian government. You harassed 
him and he committed suicide. Your 
minister says that he was not a dalit. 
The question is not whether he was a 
dalit or not? The question is  Why the 
life of an Indian youth was put to an end 
in such a way? Narendra Modiji neither 
made a telephone call to his mother nor 
said anything in this regard.

After that Kanhaiya stands up in JNU. 
He delivers a speech for 20 minutes. I 
have heard it. During his 20 minute 
speech, he didn’t utter a single word 
against India. You arrested him. If 
anyone says something against the law, 
arrest him. Proceed against him. But 
you do not arrest him. He is free. You 
do not take action and raise question on 
JNU.

By the way, what is JNU? 60% of the 
students belong to dalit, OBC, minority 
communities. Parents of 40% of students 
earn less than Rs 6000 per month. 

Why are you hunting JNU and Rohith 
Vemula? I want to tell you  Because he 
belongs to dalit or tribal communities. 
You want that the poor and tribals 
should not prosper. They should remain 
under-privileged. We will not let it 
happen? You will fail to thrash JNU or 
the poor of this country? 

At last, I want to say something 
regarding religion. Where in our religion 
it is written that teachers and professors 
should be beaten up? Show me. Where 
is it written that students, teachers, 
professors, media persons should be 
thrashed in courts even in front of 
media? I want to ask a question to the 
prime minister  When professors, media 
persons, students, teachers, were beaten 
up; why didn’t you say anything?

Now, I would like to speak a few words 
in English for my South Indian brothers.

A nation is the relationship between 

its people. It is nothing but the 
conversation between its citizens. 
Destroy the relationships, stop the 
conversation and the nation dies. 

Speaker Sir, when I salute the flag I am 
not saluting the cloth. I am saluting the 
relationships that the flag represents. 
A Muslim man who joins his Hindu 
brothers to play Holi or a Hindu man 
who embraces his muslim brothers 
on Eid. A Christian woman who bows 
her head in respect while walking 
past a Gurdwara. A Jat farmer who 
embraces a Dalit labourer in Haryana. 

A Punjabi student who protects his 
brother hailing from the Northeast. 
The relationship between Rohith and 
his fellow students. The relationship 
between all of us on this side of the 
aisle and those of you sitting across 
from it. 

When I protect the flag, I protect 
the conversations on which those 
relationships are built. I protect every 
single voice. But I pay special attention 
to the weakest, those that are most 
difficult to hear. 

Respecting the flag means respecting 
the opinion of every Indian.  When I 
went to JNU your ABVP workers waved 
black flags in my face, they taunted and 
abused me. I felt no anger, in fact, I felt 
proud that I still lived in a India where 
it was possible for me to be confronted 
by people who held a different opinion 
than me. I don’t agree with their views. 
I protected our Indian flag when I let 
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your people wave those black flags in 
my face. I protected the Indian flag 
when I allowed them to taunt me. 

You cannot defend the Indian flag by 
destroying the relationships between 
Indians. You are not defending the flag 
when you frighten your own people 
into silence. 

Whose opinion does the Prime 
Minister respect except his own? 

You have been taught by your teachers 
in the RSS that there is only one truth 
- Yours. 

That nobody else opinion matters in 
the least. This is all you have shown us 
for 2 years. 

The Prime Minister cannot run the 
country on only his opinion. The 
country is not the Prime minister. The 
Prime Minister is not the country.  

On 3rd Aug 2015, the PM called all 
senior opposition leaders and told 
them he had achieved what Congress 
party could not do in 40 years. He 
told the Congress President he 
had solved the Nagaland problem 
and signed a historic accord. The 
Congress President asked us to check 
what had happened because none of 
our chief ministers had mentioned 
anything about the Naga accord. As 
my esteemed colleagues know the 
Naga accord has huge ramifications 
for the states of Arunachal, Assam 
and Manipur. Massive tracts of land 
within these states are involved. We 
called our North East chief ministers 
and they were stunned. They had not 
heard a word about any accord. What 
had the government signed? As per 
the media reports, even the officials 
in the Home Ministry and even in the 
Intelligence Bureau were not privy to 
the discussions and kept out of loop 
about the deal. 

Is it not an insult to every citizen 
of those states? Is it not an insult to 
the institutions and professionals in 

the Home Ministry and Intelligence 
Bureau? Is this not an insult to the 
Indian flag? 

Pakistan directly attacked us in 
Mumbai on 26/11. They trained and 
sent killers into the heart of Mumbai. 
Almost 200 people were butchered. 

The operation to stop the terrorists 
was on, our soldiers and citizens were 
dying. The government of India begged 
the then CM of Gujarat again and again 
not to go to Mumbai because he would 
disturb the operation. 

Did he care? No. 

He went right ahead to Mumbai - to 
the Oberoi hotel itself and disturbed 
the entire operation. He grabbed his 
headlines while our people died. 

Mumbai was a terrible blow to 
every Indian. The UPA government 
worked tirelessly to trap Pakistan. 
We isolated them internationally. 
We spent thousands of hours of 
diplomacy to turn them into a Pariah 
nation. We destroyed their reputation 
internationally and put them into 
a diplomatic cage. We convinced 
the world that they were the global 
supporter of terrorism. 

How did we achieve this? 

Our PM took the advice of everybody. 
The armed forces, our diplomats, our 
intelligence people. We spoke to the 
opposition. We utilised the great talent 
and expertise that is available to this 
country. We worked tirelessly in Jammu 
and Kashmir and I must tell you that it 
the work done by the UPA that makes 
us really proud. We held panchayat 
elections. We built thousands of self 
help groups and created thousands of 
jobs for youngsters. By the end we had 
destroyed the insurgency in Kashmir. 
We broke its back and brought peace 
to our beautiful state. The biggest 
strategic victory had been achieved 
against Pakistan completely peacefully.

What does the Prime Minister do? 

He decides to have a cup of tea with 
Nawaz Sharif. Without any thought, 
without any vision he decides to take 
a detour to Pakistan. Just like he did 
with the Nagaland accord. He did not 
bother to ask anyone. Not the armed 
forces, not the intelligence people not 

IN PARlIAMENt

pm called all senior 
opposition leaders 
and told them he had 
achieved What congress 
party could not do in 
40 years. he told the 
congress president he 
had solved the nagaland 
problem and signed a 
historic accord. the 
congress president 
asked us to check What 
had happened because 
none of our chief 
ministers had mentioned 
anything about the naga 
accord. as my esteemed 
colleagues knoW the 
naga accord has huge 
ramifications for the 
states of arunachal, 
assam and manipur. 
massive tracts of land 
Within these states are 
involved. We called 
our north east chief 
ministers and they Were 
stunned. they had not 
heard a Word about any 
accord.
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lok sabha
leader of the Congress Party in 
lok Sabha SHRI MAllIKARJUN 
KHARGE: This Address very much 
resembles the Address given last year. 
Same old programmes have been 
repacked with new names and only 
the language of the Address has been 
changed and presented to the House 
and to the people of India. Now, they 
do not have the cooperation and 
support of all and therefore there is 

no development of the country also. 

The Government says that it is 
working for the upliftment of the 
poor. When Indira Gandhi had given 
a slogan Garibi Hatao then lot of 
discussion took place about it. Now, 
the Chief Economic Advisor of the 
Government says that during the 
period from 2005 to 2012 the pace 
of alleviation of the poverty has been 
fastest ever and it is double than the 
pace of poverty alleviation in the last 

We believe in democracy and 
constitution. We Want to abide by it  

and the government should also 
folloW suit:  mallikarjun kharge

IN PARlIAMENt

even the diplomats. He probably did 
not even ask Sushma ji. He just went 
there as if its only his opinion that 
matters.  

Speaker Sir, the Prime Minister 
destroyed 6 years of our work. In one 
move he personally let Pakistan out of 
the little cage we had forced them into. 
He gifted them a status equal to ours. 
When he stopped over at Pakistan 
without talking to the professionals in 
our government- The Prime Minister 
disrespected our flag. He disrespected 
those who died in Mumbai and 
Pathankot. He disrespected the talent 
of our bureaucrats. He disrespected 
the tremendous talent of the Indian 
people.

There have been others in History who 
could only see their own perspective. 
People who saluted the cloth but 
destroyed the relationships and 
conversation between their people. 
Milosevic the president of Yugoslavia 
used to salute the flag and talk of 
patriotism all day long. He broke the 
relationship between Serbs and Croats 
and destroyed his country. Nearer to 
us Yahya khan claimed to defend the 
Pakistani flag. As a soldier he saluted 
the cloth every morning. He actually 
believed he was protecting it.  He 
thought he was a patriot and refused to 
listen to his countrymen. He destroyed 
the relationship between the Punjabi 
and Bengali people and tore his 
country into two. 

The Prime Minister still has the option 
to listen to what the country is trying 
to tell him. Listen to those around you. 
Listen to Rajnath Singhji, Advaniji 
and Sushma ji.  Listen to us across the 
aisle - we are not your enemies. Listen 
to the voice of our people. Listen to 
the farmers and workers who have so 
much wisdom. Especially, listen to the 
voice of the next generation. They are 
the future of this country. Allow them 
the dignity of their voice. v

the food security act Was brought about in the year 

2013 and Was implemented in the Whole country 

to ensure that nobody stays hungry. i Would like 

to ask the hon. prime minister as to Why he did not 

implement this act in gujarat When he Was the chief 

minister of the state and this act has not yet been 

implemented there. the supreme court reprimanded 

the state government and asked if a state can say 

it that it cannot implement the laW passed by the 

parliament. if it Was not implemented in your state 

then hoW chief ministers of other states are going 

to implement it. i Would like to ask as to Why it 

happened. is there no poverty there? 

Synopsis of the Debate on  
Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address
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decade. As many as 15 crore poor 
people have been brought out from 

the clutches of poverty. These are 
verifiable facts. 

the Food Security Act was brought 
about in the year 2013 and was 
implemented in the whole country 
to ensure that nobody stays hungry. 
I would like to ask the hon. Prime 
Minister as to why he did not 
implement this Act in Gujarat when 
he was the Chief Minister of the 
State and this Act has not yet been 
implemented there. The Supreme 
Court reprimanded the State 
Government and asked if a state can 
say it that it cannot implement the 
law passed by the Parliament. If it was 
not implemented in your state then 
how Chief Ministers of other states 
are going to implement it. I would 
like to ask as to why it happened. Is 
there no poverty there? 

twenty one crore bank accounts 
have been opened and 32000 crores 
rupees have been deposited in them 
but the government has forgotten 
that this money is not of the 
government but this money belongs 
to the people of the country. that 
amount Rs. 32 thousand does not 
belong to this government. 18 crore 
accounts were open during the UPA 
regime under Basic Savings Bank 
Deposit Account and Direct Cash 
transfer of Subsidy. It is being said 
as if nothing was done earlier and as 
if everything has been done in one 
year and nine months. Out of the 21 
crore accounts, only 53 lakh account 
holders have got the benefit of this 
facility, out of which sanction was 
only for 27 lakh. Under this only 12 
lakh persons could use this facility. 
Atal Pension Yojana provisions are 
the exact copy of those existing in 
the Swavalamban Pension Scheme 
started by UPA in 2010. Out of 
the 2 crore persons hardly 16 lakh 
benefitted. The schemes introduced 
by this Government are actually 
the previous UPA Government’s 
relaunched to gain media attention. 

There should be a sub-plan for the 
schedule caste.  Budget allotment 
should be in proportion to their 
population. 

In Rajasthan and Haryana to become 
chairman on has to be a matric pass 
or 8th pass. The government has 
amended the Panchayat Act and 
cannot take the plea that Supreme 
Court has upheld it. By this you have 
taken away the rights of the women, 
the poor, the scheduled caste etc. We 
had brought SC/ST Act through the 
ordinance to strengthen it. 

the government allowed it to lapse 
and got it passed after one and half 
year. In 2014-15 agriculture growth 
rate was 0.2%. In the previous year 
it was 3.7%. this has come down. 
Agricultural production has fallen 
from 4.9% to 0.5%. 3228 farmers 
committed suicide. In 2012-13, 
2014-15 we had hiked the MSP of 
indigenous cotton and American 
cotton by Rs. 100 that is from 3600 
to 3700. And from the 3900 to 4000 
but this government hiked the MSP 
for both these varieties of cotton by 
Rs. 50 only. Tuar was hiked by Rs. 75 
only whereas under our government 
it was Rs. 450. To increase the MSP 
of maize to Rs. 135 whereas this 
government gave only Rs. 15. In case 
of Bajra to increase by Rs. 75 but the 
present government increase it by Rs. 
25 only. For soyabean we gave Rs. 320 
and for black soyabean Rs. 300. This 
government gave only Rs. 40. If this is 
not anti-farmer policy then what is? 
Cut has been effected in irrigation 
under AIBP. the amount needed for 
drip irrigation has not been given. 
Subsidy has also been reduced. 

You have reduced the amount for 
social sector. However, corporate 
tax has been reduced by 5 percent. 
This in four years will benefit the 
corporate sector by Rs. 3.5 lakh 
crores. MNREGA, National Health 
Insurance Scheme, Food Security Act 
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and Right to Education Act has been 
appreciated all over the world. This 
government said it would bring back 
the black money within 100 days 
and everyone will get Rs. 15 lakh. 
Now 650 days have passed. The big 
industrialists owe the bank Rs. 4 lakh 
crores. UPA government had waived 
off loans of farmers to the tune of Rs. 
72,000 crore. When the corporate 
government came then it became 
necessary to waive off their loans. 

Congress party salutes the Indian 
armed forces who have valiantly 
faced the enemies at every front be 
it Pathankot Siachin or terrorists 
attack in Kashmir recently. the 
Government raise the issue of cross 
border terrorism repeatedly but 
they have no firm and effective 
policy in this regard. It is creating 
an atmosphere of panic in the 
country. America has promised 
to provide F-16 fighter planes to 
Pakistan. the Government should 
ask them the reason for providing 
these fighter planes. We should also 
be made aware of it. 

It is good that the Government 
has adopted all the programmes 
namely Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan 
Yojana. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 
Bima Yoja, Pradhan mantri Jivan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Crop Insurance Scheme, Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana, Pradhan 
Mantri Irrigation Scheme, Pradhan 
Mantri Niji Kheshtra Kalyan Yojana 
and Pradhan Gram Sadak Yojana 
launched during UPA regime. All 
this is being done to obliviate the 
past programmes and schemes. this 
is not fair. 

We believe in democracy and 
constitution. We want to abide by 
it and the Government should also 
follow suit. It is the most sacrosanct 
document of democracy which is in 
their interest of all.

tHE lEADER OF tHE OPPOSItION 
(SHRI GHUlAM NABI AZAD): 
Government has announced many 
schemes but I want to tell you that 
out of these schemes many schemes 
were started by our government. There 
was drought and crops failed all over 
the country. Farmers commit suicides 
because they are under debt. They were 
not given any compensation in the last 
two years. In the run up to elections it 
was promised that MSP would be cost 
plus 50 per cent profit. But it proved 
to be an election slogan only. I want to 
ask the government what it is going to 
do about debt waiver and Minimum 

IN PARlIAMENt

Support Price to farmers. 

The jobs promised at the time of 
election are nowhere to be seen. 
Manufacturing growth is lowest in last 
25 months. Investment proposals are 
lowest in last 11 years. Achievement 
of target of poverty alleviation of 6 
lakh villages is nowhere to be seen. 
MGNREGA and Food Security Act 
were brought by UPA and finding 
them to be effective the present 
government laid emphasis on them. 
There was never such neglect of rural 
sector as has been under the NDA. 
MGNREGA is also a component of 
rural development. Panchayati Raj 

the jobs promised at the time of election are 

noWhere to be seen. manufacturing groWth is loWest 

in last 25 months. investment proposals are loWest 

in last 11 years. achievement of target of poverty 

alleviation of 6 lakh villages is noWhere to be seen. 

mgnrega and food security act Were brought by 

upa and finding them to be effective the present 

government laid emphasis on them. there Was never 

such neglect of rural sector as has been under 

the nda. mgnrega is also a component of rural 

development. panchayati raj Was given poWer for 

implementation of rural developm0ent schemes 

under upa rule. 

rajya sabha
each one of us is a nationalist, but 

We have our oWn idea of nationalism: 
ghulam nabi azad
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was given power for implementation 
of rural development schemes 
under UPA rule. BJP governments 
in Haryana and Rajasthan have 
prescribed educational qualifications 
for election of Sarpanches. This law 
should be amended. 

Jan Dhan Yojana was advertised 

widely. But a reality check in Madhya 
Pradesh shows that accounts of many 
people were not opened in banks in 
spite of claiming 100 per cent success. 
Atrocities are being committed against 
Dalits. Not only atrocities, but their 
intensity is also increasing. Cooperative 
federalism is nowhere to be seen. The 
neighboring states concerned with 
Nagaland Accord were not taken into 
confidence. There is no substance in the 
new scheme for minorities. Nothing 
is being done about Cancer, Diabetes 
and Hypertension which are going to 
impact India the most. Opposition 
would do whatever is required of it for 
keeping Indians in good health. 

Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan started for 
sanitation by UPA was just renamed 
by this government as “Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan”. Swachh Bharat comprised 
much more than just building toilets. 
Concept of Smart cities is very good. 
But out of the promised 100 smart cities 
two years have gone just for selection 
of 20 cities. 500 crores earmarked for 
these smart cities are very meager. At 
least old cities of Jammu and Srinagar 
should have been selected for smart 
cities. 

BJP tried to malign Congress Party 
and their leadership inside and outside 
the House in the name of black money 
during the entire ten years regime of 
UPA and said that the black money 
accumulated in foreign countries 
belonged to Congress leaders. But 
nearly two years have passed, why have 
you not brought back the black money? 

There is no mention of defence 
budget at all in the Budget. Where 
is the budget for Defence Ministry? 
Why it has not got any mention in 
the budget? This is a very serious 
issue. Defence procurement is very 
essential. I would like to disclose here 
that UPA Government had decided to 
procure 126 Rafel Jets from France. 
But the deal was cancelled as soon as 
this Government came to power and 

the Government said that they will 
procure 36 Jets only. That too we come 
to know about these 36 Jets through 
newspapers only because nobody 
bothers to inform the House about 
defence and foreign affairs. 

As far foreign policy, our soldiers were 
beheaded and after that our External 
Affairs Minister was offering Biryani 
to Pakistani guests at Jaipur. There 
were more than 70 ceasefire violations 
at national and international borders 
during NDA regime. Terrorist violence 
reached to its height during these 
two and half years period. Recently 
in Pampore, and before that in Hira 
Nagar, there were two attacks. Pakistani 
militants attacked a police station and 
killed police personnel there. Recently, 
our two captains and commandos were 
gunned down at Pampore. Pakistani 
militants infiltrated in Pathankot in 
Gurdaspur. 

We said nothing at that time. Because 
we should extend our full support to 
Government while fighting against 
enemy of the country irrespective of 
the fact whether we agree with your 
policy or not. But for the sake of 
nation’s unity and integrity Congress 
Party and Opposition will ever be 
standing by your side.

You have to explain to the people of 
India why the suicides of farmers are 
taking place. There is, of course, no 
compensation for the loss of life. You 
are accountable. Please don’t escape 
responsibility. If our nation continued 
to go like this, a time will come when 
a question mark would be put on the 
political democracy in the country. 

Today, we want to say that please 
do not put a ban on our freedom of 
thought. Freedom and nationalism are 
not antagonistic to each other. Each 
one of us is a nationalist, but we have 
our own idea of nationalism. No one at 
all in this country has a right to certify 
whether I am a nationalist or not. v

there is no mention of 

defence budget at all 

in the budget. Where is 

the budget for defence 

ministry? Why it has 

not got any mention 

in the budget? this is 

a very serious issue. 

defence procurement is 

very essential. i Would 

like to disclose here 

that upa government 

had decided to procure 

126 rafel jets from 

france. but the deal 

Was cancelled as soon 

as this government 

came to poWer and the 

government said that 

they Will procure 36 

jets only. that too We 

come to knoW about 

these 36 jets through 

neWspapers only 

because nobody bothers 

to inform the house 

about defence and 

foreign affairs. 

IN PARlIAMENt



Congress sandesh   |  15  |  MarCh  2016

VP's VISIt

Silchar/ Nagaon (Assam) Congress  Vice-president  Rahul 
Gandhi on 5th March, 2016 asked people of Assam to ask 
prime minister Narendra Modi how many jobs he created 
since he took over, and why he had kept state Chief Minister 
Shri Tarun Gogoi in the dark while signing the Naga peace 
accord.

“When he comes to Assam for the election campaign ask 
him some specific questions to which he could not reply 
when I raised those questions in Parliament a couple of 
days ago. Ask him how many jobs he has created. Ask him 
why his finance minister has launched a fair-and-lovely 
scheme. Ask him why he had kept Assam Chief Minister 
Shri Tarun Gogoi in the dark while signing the Naga peace 
accord,” said Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
during the rally.

“I had asked for Modi’s response to his Finance Minister 
Shri Arun Jaitley’s ‘fair and lovely’ scheme to make black 
money white and then what he did to put the Rs 15 lakh 
black money he promised to put in each Indian’s bank 
account,” Mr Gandhi said.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi attacked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in a rally in Assam, alleging that 
his government has failed to deliver on the promises made 

Congress Vice President’s 2 day visit to Assam

pm modi didn’t ansWer 
my questions: rahul gandhi
Rahul Gandhi also repeated his complaint against the 
BJP and RSS of running the country from the latter’s 
headquarters in Nagpur

in his “marketing blitz” campaign.”I have a friend. He 
needed a computer. So he looked up on the Internet. He 
found a company with great photos, with many things said 
about the brand. So he gave an order. A packet arrived. He 
got it home. But when he opened the box there was a piece 
of wood inside. He has been asking for a refund since,” Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said, addressing a rally in Assam’s Nagaon.

“This is exactly what’s happening to India. Modi ji came on 
a blitz of marketing but there was no product. Till today 
India is asking for a refund,” he said.
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VP's VISIt

He said he had nothing personal against Prime Minister Modi, but alleged 
that the latter had made personal attacks on him. “I respect him as a 
prime minister. But he made personal attack on me during his one hour 
and 15-minute long speech in Parliament. He made me listen to quotes 
from Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. I am not bothered. Carry on as 
much personal attack (on me) as you want, but before that answer my four 
questions,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi, said that the Congress would win the Assam assembly 
elections for the fourth consecutive time, also said that the BJP government 
at the Centre had removed Assam from the Special Category states’ list and 
curtailed funds for various schemes.

People of Assam remember that “Narendra Modi made numerous tall 
promises during the 2014 lok Sabha election campaign. But in reality he 
has only curtailed fund flow to Assam and removed its Special Category 
status. Look at the recent railway budget, just one new train for Assam. He 
had promised lakhs of jobs. Has anyone got one?” Congress Vice President 
asked.

Asking the people of Assam to reject the BJP and once again elect the 
Congress, Shri Rahul Gandhi also ridiculed Narendra Modi and the BJP 
for its “achche din” slogan. “They talked about achche din. They promised 
to change the face of Assam. Look back, you will find that it was Congress 
which had given achche din. Wait for 2019, and we will bring back achche 
din by ousting the BJP,” he said.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi also repeated his complaint 
against the BJP and RSS of running the country from the latter’s headquarters 
in Nagpur. “They are running the country from the RSS office in Nagpur. 
They do not want flowers of various colours to bloom. The Congress stands 
for equal space for flowers of all colours,” he said.

Shri Gandhi also attacked the BJP over the Jat quota stir saying that Haryana 
which was progressing under the Congress was up in flames after the BJP 
came to power.

Accusing the BJP of instigating one community against the other across the 
country, Rahul Gandhi said it (the BJP) would try to do the same in Assam 
too. “They want the people of the country to fight amongst themselves. 
They instigate people against people. They did that in Gujarat, Haryana, 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. They will try to do the same in Assam 
too,” he said.

Assam is due to go to polls in two phases on April 4 and April 11.

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi took out huge Padyatra in 
Nagaon

NAGAON:  Thousands of Congressmen joined Congress Vice-President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi’s Padyatra in Nagaon on 5th March, 2016.

Congress Vice President was accompanied by Chief Minister Shri Tarun 
Gogoi, Assam PCC President Shri Anjan Dutta, State Minister Shri 
Rockybul Hussain along with many other the march took place at 10-30 in 
the morning.

At the end of the 6km long march in Nagaon, Gandhi addressed a huge 
rally on his second day’s visit to poll bound Assam. v
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VP's VISIt

Raipur:  Congress vice president  Rahul Gandhi  visited 
Giroudhpuri Dham and Girodhpuri Mela - a popular 
scheduled caste Satnami community’s pilgrim centre - in 
Chhattisgarh on 14th March, 2016.

“Rahul Gandhi  arrived at Raipur’s Swami Vivekanand 
airport at around 2 pm from where he directly left for 
Giroudhpuri in a helicopter,” Giroudhpuri, located around 
130  kms  from the state capital, in Balodabazar district is 
the birth place of Satnami saint Guru Ghasidas.

A 253-ft high ‘Jaitkham’ has been erected at the pilgrim 
centre and is touted as the highest concrete tower in the 

West Bengal (Seven Phases)
No. of constituencies 
for phase-wise polling

Last Date for 
Nomination

Last Date for 
withdrawal

Polling Date 
Phase-wise

Total Number of 
constituencies

18 18.03.2016 (Friday) 21.03.2016 (Monday)  1st Phase • 4 April Monday

294

31 21.03.2016 (Monday) 26.03.2016 (Saturday) 2nd Phase• 11 April Monday
56 29.03.2016 (Tuesday) 1.04.2016 (Friday) 3rd Phase• 17 April Sunday
62 4.4.2016 (Monday) 7.4.2016 (Thursday) 4th Phase• 21 April Thursday
49 8.4.2016 (Friday) 11.4.2016 (Monday) 5th Phase• 25 April Monday
53 11.4.2016 (Monday) 16.4.2016 (Saturday) 6th Phase• 30 April Saturday
25 18.4.2016 (Monday) 21.4.2016 (Thursday) 7th Phase• 5 May Thursday

rahul gandhi visits giroudhpuri dham

assembly elections 2016 schedule
Assam (Two Phases)

No. of 
constituencies 
for phase-wise 

polling

Last Date for Nomination Last Date for 
withdrawal

Polling Date 
 1st Phase

4 April  
Monday

Polling Date 
2nd Phase 
11 April 
Monday

Total 
Number of 

constituencies

65 18.03.2016 (Friday) 21.03.2016 (Monday) 65 12661 21.03.2016 (Monday) 26.3.2016 (Saturday) 61
Kerala (Single phase) 

140 29.04.2016 (Friday) 02.05.2016 (Monday) 16 May Thursday 140
Puducherry (Single phase) 

30 29.04.2016 (Friday) 02.05.2016 (Monday) 16 May Thursday 30
tamil Nadu (Single phase) 

234 29.04.2016 (Friday) 02.05.2016 (Monday) 16 May Thursday 234

country.  “The visit of Rahul Gandhi is completely non-
political. He is coming to Giroudhpuri  dham  just to take 
blessings of Satguru Ghasidas. 

Congress Vice President was accompanied by AICC 
Treasurer Shri Motilal Vora and AICC General Secretary, 
Chhattisgarh in-charge Shri B K Hariprasad during his visit 
to the state.

Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi’s visit to 
the dalit community’s biggest pilgrim centre in Chhattisgarh. 
Satnami community (SC), which  constitutes about 12  per 
cent of the state’s population of 2.5 crore.

Counting for all five states will be held on 19 May 2016, thursday
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OPINION

We can debate endlessly whether these are good times 
or bad times. Last week, I had pointed out that 

the economy was facing headwinds. On February 26, the 
Economic Survey confirmed my apprehensions. This is what 
it said in the preface to Volume II Chapter 1: “Weak growth 
in advanced and emerging countries has taken its toll on 
India’s exports. As imports have also declined, principally on 
account of reduced prices of crude oil for which the country 
is heavily dependent on imports, trade and current account 
deficits continue to be moderate. Growth in agriculture has 
slackened due to two successive years of less-than-normal 
monsoon rains. Saving and investment rates are showing 
hardly any signs of revival. The rupee has depreciated vis-
a-vis the US dollar, like most other currencies in the world, 
although less so in magnitude… Given the prevalent overall 
macroeconomic scenario, and assuming a normal level of 
rains in 2016-17, it would not be unreasonable to conclude 
that the Indian economy is all set to register growth in 
excess of 7 per cent for the third year in succession.” 

The times are therefore good and bad, and courage is 
the only ally. Narendra Modi’s party (BJP) has a majority 
(282) in the Lok Sabha and the NDA government has 335 
members supporting it. The sun is shining and this was the 
time to fix the roof. Therefore, on the eve of the budget, I 
asked, “Will the government use its absolute majority in the 
Lok Sabha (not available to any government in the last 30 
years) to implement bold structural reforms in the economy, 
in the regulatory architecture, and in the administrative 
machinery?” Regrettably, the answer in the budget was in 
the negative. The government has ducked the responsibility 
of making deep and broad structural reforms. 

Predictions come true 

I had predicted that the government will comfortably 
achieve the target of fiscal deficit in the current year. It 
has, and I am happy. I am also happy that the government 
has spurned the advice of the chief economic adviser and 
stuck to its own fiscal consolidation path for 2016-17. It 
is a vindication of the UPA government’s policy declared 

after adopting the Vijay Kelkar Committee’s report on fiscal 
consolidation. 

At the top of my list I had put the acute distress in rural 
India. This budget, too, has failed to address the real 
issues, which are price and productivity. The crucial signal 
to farmers is “price”. The government has reneged on its 
promise to give cost plus 50 per cent. It did worse last year 
by giving meagre or nil increases in minimum support price 
(MSP). The budget speech also made no promise of a fair 
and remunerative MSP. Nor was there any major initiative 
to increase productivity in crucial crops.

I had also suggested that we should look to how the 
government has balanced its books. The government boasted 
that it earned more tax revenues than it had budgeted at the 
beginning of the year. Did they collect more corporation 
tax? No. Did they collect more income tax? No. What they 
collected more was excise duties. It is a whopping increase 
of Rs 54,334 crore! That windfall was due to the numerous 
times the government increased excise duties on petrol and 
diesel after the budget was presented last year. 

Clueless on two issues 

The budget was on test on how it addressed the problems 
of sluggish private investment and sputtering exports. The 
government remains clueless on the solution to the two 
issues. While several paragraphs of the speech were devoted 
to public investment, there was little to encourage or attract 
private investment. In the core sectors, such as power, steel, 
coal, mining, cement, construction, and oil and gas, many 
projects are stranded and there is little new investment. 
Besides, there is the problem of high interest rates. The 
budget did not address these issues. 

Except for one bland sentence, there was no mention of 
exports. I think, after 14 successive months of negative 
growth, the government has given up on the export front.

I had also raised questions on the legislative agenda in 
2016-17. The answers were disappointing. In the financial 
sector, only three proposals of the Financial Sector 

across the aisle: in good times and 
bad times, courage is the ally

The budget was an opportunity wasted by a government enjoying a 
majority in the Lok Sabha

P Chidambaram

continued on page 31
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PRESS RElEASE

After listening to the budget speech or after reading the 
text, what is the one big takeaway for the average citizen? 

It is that there is no Big idea.
This is the third budget of the NDA government. The first 
two were forgettable. The Prime Minister had promised that 
he would “reform to transform”. The word ‘reform’ is a little 
understood but much used word. Reform means reform of 
factor markets or product markets. There is little evidence of 
such reform in the budget.
So, the NDA has followed its own brand of budget making, 
which is just housekeeping and accounting.
 Thanks to the crash in oil prices, that required hardly any effort. 
The government boasts that it earned more tax revenues than 
it had budgeted at the beginning of the year. Did they collect 
more corporation tax? No. Did they collect more income 
tax? No. What they collected more was excise duties. It is a 
whopping increase of Rs 54,334 crore! That amount was due to 
the  numerous times the government increased excise duties on 
petrol and diesel after the budget was presented last year.
I had predicted that the government will comfortably achieve 
the target of fiscal deficit in the current year. It has, and I am 
happy. I am also happy that the government has spurned the 
advice of the Chief Economic Adviser and stuck to its own 
fiscal consolidation path for 2016-17. I take it as a vindication 
of the UPA government’s policy declared after adopting the 
Vijay Kelkar committee’s report on fiscal consolidation.
In the last two years, the government had turned its back 
on rural India, the agriculture sector, and the social sector 
programmes. I would like to test commitment of the 
government as they appear from the budget and revised 
estimates for 2015-16:
Major Head Budget Revised 
 Estimates Estimates 
General Education 19,885 18,824
Medical & Public Health 10,852 10,682
Housing 1,404  1,110
Social Security & Welfare 6,387 3,504
Major & Medium Irrigation 572 481
Minor Irrigation 306 254

I may, however, note that the expenditure budgets have been 
achieved or exceeded under heads such as water supply 
and sanitation; welfare of SC, SCS, OBC and minorities 
(marginally); and relief on account of natural calamities.

Three areas were crying for attention: the rural economy, 
private investments, and exports. How has the government 
addressed the problems in these three areas.

On agriculture: I am happy that the UPA schemes are 
being continued, but the crucial signal us ‘Price’. The NDA 
government reneged on its promise to give cost plus 50%. It did 
worse last year by giving meagre or nil increases in MSP. The 
budget speech makes no promise of a fair and remunerative 
MSP. Nor is there any major initiative to increase productivity 
in crucial crops.
On private investment: This is one of the four engines of 
economic growth, and is sputtering for the last 18 months. 
While several paragraphs of the speech have been devoted to 
public investment, there is little to encourage or attract private 
investment. The government seems to be unaware of the 
problems of the core sectors such as power, steel, coal, mining, 
cement, construction, and oil and gas. In these sectors, many 
projects are stranded and there is little new investment. 
Besides, there is the problem of high interest rates. I am 
disappointed that these issues were not addressed.
On exports: Except for one bland sentence in paragraph 86, 
there is no mention of exports. I think, after 14 successive 
months of negative growth, government has given up on the 
export front.
The government promised a predictable tax regime. However, 
Part B of the speech belies that promise. There is no major 
relief to the tax payer or the middle class or the small and 
medium businessperson. The reduction in the corporate tax 
rate fora very limited class from 30% to 29% is laughable. 
Besides there are new ceases and surcharges. Despite having 
an absolute majority in the Lok Sabha, government could not 
summon the courage to repeal the retrospective tax on capital 
gains (the so-called Vodafone tax) In the financial sector, only 
three proposals of the FSLRC will be taken up for passing 
legislation.The Direct Taxes Code seems to have been buried 
permanently. There is only a lukewarm reference to the GST 
Bills, but there is no promise if accommodating the legitimate 
criticism of the Opposition.
Finally, the government has wisely refrained from predicting 
the growth rate for 2016-17. The Economic Survey was 
restrained in assuming a growth rate of about 7%. The budget 
papers have given the GDP figures for 2015-16 and 2016-17 
and calculated the nominal growth at 11%. If these are the 
government’s numbers, I would like to ask how much will be 
the real GDP growth in 2016-17? We know the RBI’s target for 
inflation in 2015-16 - 4 to 6%. How much does that leave for 
growth? It would be a pity that all this elaborate exercise yields, 
ultimately, moderate GDP growth of about 6%.
Altogether, I am afraid, the budget has been a wasted 
opportunity. v

Statement issued on 29th February 2016

statement of shri p. chidambaram, former union finance minister, on budget
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The Modi government has a penchant for hyperbole, 
some degree of narcissism, and a wonderful faculty of 

coining acronyms as also for running down the performance 
of its predecessors. These are manifest in the Rail Budget 
speech also. While the speech presenting the Budget is a 
political exercise, the documents accompanying it give the 
factual position. The Outcome and Performance Budget of 
Railways for 2016-17 mentions “Substantial Improvement 
in Efficiency Indicators from 2010-11 onwards” which 
have helped in the marked turnaround in the performance 
of the Railways.

Operating Ratio

A vital parameter for measuring the success of a commercial 
enterprise is its Operating Ratio i.e. the amount it spends 
to earn one hundred rupees. The balance is what is left 
with it for development purposes etc. Last year the Hon’ble 
Minister put Indian Railways’ Operating Ratio at 88.5% and 
claimed it to be the best in nine years. Now it is revised to 
90%. What is further distressing is that for the year 2016-17, 
the estimate is 92%.

There is another interesting facet of it, akin to playing 
with statistics. Appropriation to Depreciation Reserve 
Fund (DRF) is an important component of Total Working 
Expenses. For 2013-14 DRF was Rs. 8100 crore and for 
2014-15 it was Rs.7975 crore. Budget Estimates 2015-
16 had put it at Rs. 8100 but the Revised Estimates have 
brought it down to Rs. 5500 crore while for 2016-17 the 
Budget Estimates have further scaled it down to a meager 
Rs. 3200 i.e. Rs. 4900 cr. less that of 2013-2014. A realistic 
appropriation to Depreciation Reserve fund would have 
further compromised the Operating Ratio. 

It was during the UPA II Government’s tenure that the 
Indian Railways entered the One Billion tonne Select Club 
of USA, Russia and China in the year 2012-13. Budget 2015-
2016 fixed the freight- loading target at 1,186.25 million 
tonnes. Revised Estimates have scaled it down to 1,107 
million tonnes, a shortfall of 79.25 million tonnes and only 
12 million tonnes more than the actual freight loading in 
2014-15. The target for 2016-17 fails even to equal the 2015-
16 estimates. 

railWay budget -  
Whither innovation?

The Hon’ble Minister claims unparalled success in 
many areas including commissioning of New Lines, 
Gauge Conversion and Doubling. While he has spoken 
of the completion of on-going works (begun by the last 
government), he has not said anything about new works 
that may have been started by the NDA Government.

Comparisons are odious and generally should be avoided. 
But since there are quite a few in the Budget speech, let 
me give an example. The number of consequential train 
accidents increased from 117 in 2013-14 to 131 (besides 4 
on Konkan Railway) in 2014-15. The freight position has 
been described above. Even the number of passengers in 
2015-16 was less than that in 2014-15. 

The Hon’ble Minister in his speech meticulously avoids any 
reference to the stupendous task the Indian Railways have 
measured up to in the past or the vision and contribution of 
the UPA II government in the recent past in planning and 
taking definite steps towards setting up two locomotive 
factories in Bihar and building two Dedicated Freight 
Corridors which would free the existing tracks for passenger 
trains and thus tremendously improve performance of both 
the passenger and freight traffics. Rather the first is claimed 
to be a ‘ Make in India’ initiative of the present government 
and about the DFC, the Minister says, “ Since I assumed 
office, contracts worth Rs. 24000 crore have been awarded 
against Rs. 13,000 crore worth of contracts in the last 6 
years.” The earlier stages of project conceptualization, long-
drawn surveys, route delineation, land acquisition (the 
most formidable part of the process), working out financial 
model, approaching Japan (JICA) and the world Bank for 
funding and floating and finalisation of the tenders were 
the important steps UPA under-took before the NDA took 
over. 

Safety

The High Level Safety Review Committee (headed by 
Dr. Anil Kakodkar), set up by UPA govt. in September 
2011, gave its valuable report in February 2012. There is a 
multitude of measures that need to be taken to continuously 
improve Safety by the Indian Railways. This is an ever 
ongoing exercise. For example Integrated Coach Factory 

Pawan Kumar Bansal
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(ICF) evolved a “crash worthy” coach design years back. 

Work on Train Protection Warning System (TPWS) to 
prevent train accidents by human error like Signal Passing 
at Danger and over speeding was started earlier. Similarly, 
a cost-effective. Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS) 
was devised and some field trials carried out. That’s from 
where the NDA took over. These are not innovations of the 
NDA government.

Old Schemes

We find old schemes being marketed with some changes or 
new names. The decision to create joint ventures with State 
government reflects UPA Government’s decision to partner 
with States through contribution of requisite land for a 
railway project in a State. This was done without “sharing 
the ownership of Railway”, some thing more beneficial to 
the Railways and that which would not give rise to any 
legal disputes. Similarly the statement of policy on Public 
Privote Partnership simply replaces the UPA’s revamped 
participative policy to mainstream distant ports, mines, 
industrial clusters etc. through tracks to be built by their 
operators who were then to be recompensed through freight 
apportionment, retaining the operation with the Indian 
Railways.

Unprecedented Claims

The Hon’ble Minister calls the year 2015-16 “an 
unprecedented year for customer oriented works but all the 
works enumerated are only continuation of build-up on the 
existing ones. These include cleanliness, Ticketing, facilities 
for physically disabled (divyang), WiFi, redevelopment of 
stations, base kitchens, other safety measures, mobile alerts 
and electronic display systems etc.

Guide lines for provision of amenities at stations identified 
for development under Adarsh Station Scheme, were 
revised in Aug. 2013 to focus on passenger comfort. These 
include 32 facilities, duly keeping in mind the requirements 
of passengers, particularly the aged and divyang.  

It was in 2013 that action to enhance capacity of e-ticketing 
system to 7,200 tickets per minute and to support 1,20,000 
simultaneous users ( with capability to easily scale up 
as per future demand) was announced. One only needs 
to pick up last full budget of UPA II for the year 2013-14 
to see this and for most of the present announcements 
including regarding Production units, skill development 
etc. I don’t fault the government for this. This is how every 
government endearours to take forward the development 
works of previous governments. The only peculiar feature 
of the speech this year is the government’s penchant for 
grandstanding overtaking an otherwise humble Minister.

technology

Technology is on fast mode across the world and every day 
young brains are coming up with new ideas and services 
through mobile Apps. It is, therefore, a natural expectation 
that a government -run commercial organization keeps pace 
with such developments. New Delhi-Kolkata Rajdhani was 
provided Wi-Fi service in 2013. It is some what amusing 
to see critics even of introduction of colour TV now claim 
unusual credit for technology-driven enhancement of 
services and facilities. In today’s fast moving world this is 
sine qua non for keeping pace with changing times. 

New trains

Announcement to introduce Antodya Express, add Deen 
Dyalu Coaches for unreserved passengers and Humsafar, 
Tejas and the double-decker UDAY trains are again routine 
matters. It will be pertinent to recall that the Shatabdi 
trains were introduced during the Congress regime and 
the double decker was introduced by UPA in 2013. The 
Mahamana Express launched recently is again the result 
of UPA decision to introduce comfortable coaches with 
aesthetic interiors and made of fire retardant material. 
I had the opportunity to see one such 2nd class coach in 
2013. These are now termed SMART (Specifically Modified 
Aesthetic Refreshing Travel) coaches. 

High Speed Rail

The proposed High Speed Rail (HSR) project is often 
marketed as a brain wave of Prime Minister, Narindra Modi. 
The reality is that this high cost proposal has been on board 
for some time. The then Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh held discussions with the Japanese Prime Minister 
and President of France regarding the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
HSR corridor. As a result, a joint feasibility study for this 
corridor, financed jointly by Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) and Indian Railways was started 
in December, 2013. The Business Development Study 
was undertaken by the French Railways, SNCF and was 
underway at the time of change of government. 

On-going Works

A cursory glance at the Outcome and Performance Budget 
of Railways for 2016-2017 gives us the description of on-
going works, including Road Over Bridges (ROBs) and Road 
Under Bridges (RUB,) and Adarsh Stations etc. Number 
of ROBs & RUBs completed in 2013-14 was 1115 while it 
was 1108 in 2014-15 but the number of those completed 
upto November, 2015 and projected to be completed upto 
March, 2016 will be 841. 

Rail side logistic parks and ware houses to promote freight 
loading and the rail auto hub in Chennai for automobile 

continued on page 23
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The recommendation to impose President’s rule in 
Arunachal Pradesh reflects the intolerant mindset 
of the Union government. Cooperative federalism 

has been thrown into the dust-bin and ‘coercive federalism’ 
is the order of the day. The Union government’s agenda 
is to destabilize all non-BJP led governments through 
the office of the Governor. Arunachal Pradesh is just one 
such example. 

Recent events in Arunachal Pradesh have demonstrated 
how the Governor, the BJP and the Central government 
conspired to destabilize a democratically elected 
government. The Governor’s agenda was to help the 11 
BJP MLAs along with 2 independent MLAs to create a 
constitutional crisis by not playing by the book and 
distorting the law. The decision of the Cabinet on 
24th  January, 2016, recommending President’s rule in 
Arunachal Pradesh is  mala fide. This recommendation 
suggests that the ruling dispensation in Delhi places 
the interest of the BJP in Arunachal Pradesh above the 
national interest. 

This crisis is the result of appointing Governors who have 
been groomed by the RSS. 

Other Governors have also, in a sense, trivialized the high 
office of the Governor by acting as Pracharaks of the RSS 
and the long arm of the Union government.   

The actions of Governors appointed on this basis are 
proof of this. 

West Bengal, Governor: Kesri Nath tripathi  

“We have to find out why they are returning the awards 
now…… there is a need to look into their political 
affiliations”.  (On “Award Wapasi”;  speaking on the 
sidelines of the launch of a Coast Guard ship at Kolkata), 
Oct. 16, 2015.

When he was Governor of Bihar:  In Feb. 2015, Kesri 
Nath Tripathi granted approval to a series of state cabinet 
decisions included bringing Paswans under the umbrella 
of Mahadalits, and creating a quota for scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes in government contracts,   when it 
was yet to be seen whether the then Chief Minister, Jitan 
Ram Manjhi enjoyed the confidence of the Assembly.

Rajasthan Governor: Kalyan Singh 

“Jan gan man adhinayak jai ho kiske liye hai?.....feel 
the national anthem should drop the word ‘adhinayak’,” 
(Commenting that the national anthem should be 
amended, while speaking at the 26th convocation 
ceremony of Rajasthan University, July 9, 2015) 

tripura Governor: tathagata Roy 

“People have the right to eat what they want but the 
scales would be even when Muslims come out and have 
pork in the open. And that day, we can really call it war 
against intolerance,” (Tweet on Nov. 18, 2015) 

Whatever gave you the notion that I am secular? I am 
Hindu! My state, India, however is secular-since 1976 
(Tweet on Sept. 7, 2015)

Assam Governor: P.B. Acharya 

Hindustan is for Hindus. There is nothing wrong with 
that.  (In reply to a question on updating the National 
Registration of Citizens (NRC) list, Nov. 21, 2015)

“They (Indian Muslims) are free to go anywhere. They 
can stay here (in India). If they want to go to Bangladesh 
or Pakistan, they are free to go.    (On being asked a 
question on Indian Muslims who face persecution, Nov. 
22, 2015). 

Uttar Pradesh Governor: Ram Naik 

modi government's constitutional sins
Saffronisation of the Office of Governor

Kapil Sibal



Congress sandesh   |  23  |  MarCh  2016

There is no provision of resigning from RSS. One is a 
Swayamsevak as long as he feels to be one. I consider 
myself a swyamsevak”  (While defending his decision 
to hold a dinner  for RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat at Raj 
Bhawan, in Oct. 2014)

 “Ram Mandir should be built as soon as possible. That 
is the wish of the Indian citizens and the wish should be 
fulfilled.”  (While speaking at the convocation ceremony of 
Awadh University in December, 2014 at Faizabad)

He also had a faceoff with the Akhilesh Yadav government, 
refusing to approve its Lokayukta nominees and has 
been accused of sitting over the State’s nominations for 5 
members to the Legislative Council.

Governor of Karnataka: VajubhaiVala

“Some people deem education in Indian culture and 
refinement as saffronisation. Irrespective of these 
objections…….We are committed to continue with this 
task” (While  inaugurating the centenary celebrations 
of Vivekananda Degree and Pre-University College at 
Puttur, Jan. 6, 2016.)

“You come to college for studying, not to take part in 
any beauty competition. There is no need to get your 
eyebrow done to come to college, there is no need to do 
your hair”.  (At the concluding day of Indian Science 
Congress, Jan. 7, 2016, reportedly to female students) 

Never before in the history of India has a Governor 
abused his office to propagate a particular ideology. If 
the Union government, the BJP and the RSS continue to 
appoint Governors with RSS credentials who espouse RSS 
ideology, our democratic fabric is in danger. Pluralism 
and diversity are the bedrock of the Indian State and the 
only way India can prosper is to allow diverse cultures 
and thought processes to flourish. The Modi government 
is the first government since independent India, which 
has sought to throttle dissent and attack the liberal 
mindset. The Congress party will not allow Institutions 
to be misused to further the political ideology of the BJP 
and the RSS.

Since May, 2014, the BJP has demonstrated that it is not 
prepared to tolerate any opposition to its ideology. The 
slogan of “Congress Mukt Bharat” is also the result of 
that intolerant mindset. Rohith Vemula was a victim of 
the forces of intolerance. What else can we expect from 
a Prime Minister who himself is an RSS Pracharak and 
remains silent when his ministers and RSS ideologues 
spew venom and persecute those who stand-up to 
protest? v

Based on statement issued in January 2016

traffic also formed part of the UPA plan. 

Investment and Annual Plan
The announcement about investing Rs. 8.5 lakh crore over 
a period of five years is welcome but we will have to wait for 
the actual position given the fact that the Annual Plan size 
of Rs. One lakh and ten thousand crore for the year 2015-16 
has been revised downwards to Rs. 82,192.11 crore.

The Hon’ble Minister has attributed a saving of Rs. 8,720 
crore from the Budget Estimates 2015-16 to innovative 
means and extensive cost optimization. What has not been 
reported is that reduction in prices of HSD (diesel) during 
the last two years has been a windfall for the government. 
Incidentally, this takes us to the concept of a dynamic Fuel 
Adjustment Component (FAC) approved by the Parliament 
in 2013 but abandoned by the government without reporting 
to the Parliament. It was then decided to increase or reduce 
the fares and freight rates depending upon the change in 
fuel cost on April, 1 and October, 1 every year. Accordingly 
the benefit on this account should have been passed on to 
the passengers in October, 2014, April and October, 2015 
and now w.e.f. April 1, 2016. 

Additional Burden
One stroke by which the public has been hit hard is the 
enhancement of cancellation charges by 100% but it finds 
no mention in the budget speech in order to maintain 
the hyperbole adverted to earlier. Railway Passengers 
(Cancellation of tickets and refund of fare) Rules were 
amended with effect from 12.11.2015. Beside the abnormal 
hike in cancellation charges and those for refund of fare on 
unused confirmed tickets, the time allowed for claiming 
refund (minus clerkage charges) on unused RAC/Wait 
listed/Partially confirmed tickets has been changed from 
‘two to three hours after the actual departure of the train’ 
to ‘half an hour before the scheduled departure of the train’. 
The latter even lacks logic, holding passengers with unused 
RAC/Waitlisted ticket guilty of “No show” half an hour 
before the scheduled departure of the train.  

The Outcome and Performance Budget accompanying the 
speech seems to have escaped the Minister’s notice as at 
many places the heading ‘Outcome’ just gives the object or 
benefit intended to flow from a particular action. 

The budget speech runs into 46 printed pages but in a sense 
it can be termed as ‘no budget.’ The most essential part of 
any budget is the Financial Performance of the last year and 
the Budget Estimates for the next year. These two important 
features do not form part of the Hon’ble Minister’s actual 
speech but have been appended as an annexure to it. This is 
the innovation! v

continued from page 21
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railWay budget - Whither innovation?
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Economic growth higher than national 
average
Based on current price, Kerala’s economic 
growth has been 17% compared to the 
national growth rate of 17.5%. In 2011-
12, Kerala registered 17% (India 15%), in 
2012-13 it was 13% (India 13.3%), 2013-
14 it was 13.4% (India 11.5%) and in 
2014-15, Kerala registered a growth rate 
of 12.3% compared to the national growth 
rate of 10.50%.
Work Commencement of Vizhinjam 
International Seaport
Work has begun on the country’s only 
deep-sea multipurpose container 
transshipment port. The Rs 5552 crore project will be 
completed in 1000 days. The Union government has provided 
Rs 817 crore as viability gap fund. On completion, the port, 
situated 10 nautical miles from international shipping 
channel will be able to handle container ships of 18000 TeU.
Kannur International Airport
65% work on runway and 55% of terminal building of Kannur 
International Airport has been completed. Trial landings will 
commence in January 2016 for which permission has been 
sought from the Union government. It will become fully 
operational by June 2016. Realization of this Rs 1892 crore 
project will give Kerala its fourth international airport.
First Phase of Kochi Metro in June
The first phase of the Rs 5181 crore Kochi Metro, starting 
from Aluva to Pettah near Thrippoonithura (25.25 km) 
will be over by June 2016. Trial run will be on 23 January. 
Rs 8.3 crore is the cost for a coach, manufactured locally. 
On completion by June 2017, there will be 25 trains and 75 
coaches. Kochi Metro is expected to serve 4.12 lakh people in 
2017, 5.19 lakh people in 2021 and 7.57 lakh people in 2031.
light Metro at Kozhikode and Thiruvananthapuram
DMRC appointed interim consultant of the Rs 6728 crore Light 
Metro rail projects at Kozhikode and Thiruvananthapuram. 
DPR submitted to Union government for approval. Kerala 
Rapid Transit Corporation formed for the implementation of 
the project. 

Suburban Rail: 50% State Share
Rs 3300 crore Thiruvananthapuram 
- Chengannur suburban rail project 
(125 km) will have 50% State share. 
DPR prepared by Mumbai Rail Vikas 
Corporation and submitted to the Union 
government for approval.
Comprehensive Healthcare Scheme
With an objective to bring various 
healthcare assistance schemes under one 
roof, families with annual income of less 
than rupees three lakhs will come under 
the Comprehensive Healthcare Scheme, 
announced in the State Budget for 2015-
16. Through a smart card, beneficiary can 

avail of assistance up to Rs 2 lakhs and would benefit 42 lakh 
families.
Strong Social Welfare Measures
2546 persons were given treatment and 1922 persons follow-
up treatment under the free cancer treatment scheme for 
children up to 18 years. Project ‘Thalolam’, providing free 
treatment to seriously ill children of up to 18 years was 
implemented in 15 hospitals. 8146 new persons were provided 
free treatment and 2355 persons follow-up treatment. 
Persons assisting bedridden patients round-the-clock are 
being provided monthly financial assistance through the 
project  Aswasa Kiranam. There are 63,544 beneficiaries in 
this category. It was just 680 persons when this government 
assumed office. The aim is to provide assistance to 90,000 in 
the current financial year.
17,000 to benefit from teachers’ package
The new teachers’ package will benefit 17,000 recognized 
aided teachers serving in regular posts till March 31, 2015. 
•	 Neera Production
42,225 acres of land to tribal people
Project ‘Aasikkum Bhoom’ (the desired land) has provided 
land ranging from 25 cents to one acre. 524 landless scheduled 
tribe families were given 184 acre of land through the project. 
In the TRDM rehabilitation programme of landless scheduled 
tribes 6814 families were given 8971 acre of land. Based on 

major Welfare and development 
achievement of udf government

Oommen Chandy
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‘Right to Forest Land Act’ 25,649 persons residing in the 
forests were given possession certificates and 33,070 acres of 
land provided.
Rs 300 crore for 15,000 Coastal Houses
15,000 houses built free of cost to homeless fishermen in the 
State. Rs 300 crore was provided for the purpose. Flats were 
also provided to 450 fishermen families for which Rs 48.75 
crore was spent. Financial assistance for house construction 
hiked from Rs 50,000 to Rs 2 lakh, which will be provided as 
100% subsidy.
•	 3.86 lakh petitions resolved at revenue adaalat
•	 2132 Arrested in ‘Operation Kubera’
land Provided to 10,271 Families
Three cents of land each were provided to 10,271 families, 
under the ‘Zero Landless’ scheme. Districts of Kannur, 
Kasaragod and Idukki became the first in the country to 
become ‘zero landless’. Phase II of the scheme is progressing.
It Exports touch Rs 15,000 Crore
IT sector in Kerala has grown to the extent of direct 
employment to one lakh persons and income generation of 
Rs 15,000 crore from IT exports. It was just Rs 3000 crores 
worth IT exports when the UDF government came to power 
in 2011. The annual income on rentals from Technopark and 
InfoPark is now Rs 70 crore. With the commissioning of 
phase 1 of SmartCity and CyberPark, IT exports from Kerala 
would reach Rs 18,000 crore in 2016 and two lakh direct 
employment.
•	 Number One in MSMEs in the Country
SC Medical College
For the first time in the country, a medical college was started 
under the department of Scheduled Caste in Palakkad in 
2014-15. Rs 24.33 crore was spent for project. Of the total 
admissions, 70% is for scheduled caste students and 2% for 
students belonging to the scheduled tribe. 
Emerging Kerala
Work has commenced on 56 projects, worth Rs 32,137 
crore that were submitted during the global investor meet - 
Emerging Kerala. Of these projects, 14 projects of Rs 23,334 
crore are under the department of Industries. Projects 
like BPCL Downstream, Kochi Petrochemical Park, Poly 
Isobutene project, BioNutra Park, Biomedical Devices Hub 
are some of the projects that would add to the outlook of 
Kerala in future. Already, projects like the joint venture by 
Mercedes Benz and the department of Higher Education, 
Bosch and department of Higher Education, Kids Lab by 
BASF India and the department of Science and Technology 
have started.
Rs 20 lakh loan to Young Entrepreneurs
‘Young Entrepreneurship Summit’ held to assist youth 
with innovative industrial ventures to become young 

entrepreneurs and ‘We Mission’ meet held for the first 
time in India for women. Angel fund was formed to create 
initial capital and Seed fund to give additional assistance 
to young entrepreneurs. Incubation Centers were formed 
in colleges to realize the business concepts of students. For 
encouraging young entrepreneurs, Kerala State Entrepreneur 
Development Mission was formed.  
Already 2,834 ventures have been selected for the Rs 20 lakh 
interest-free loan scheme. 5000 persons were given training. 
Financial assistance provided to 650 ventures, out of which 
450 have become fully functional. This scheme has provided 
direct jobs to 3000 persons and indirectly to almost the same 
number.
Rs 220 crore National Waterway 
The 205 km Kollam-Kottappuram National Waterway, the 
only one in the State is getting ready for inauguration. For 
commencing the transportation of goods, Rs 150 lakh has 
been sanctioned for the construction of permanent berths at 
Udyogamandal and Chavara. The whole project is of Rs 220 
crore.
Rs 24,000 crore for Panchayats
Rs 24,000 crore from Panchayat Plan fund provided to 
panchayats, which is an all-time record. For its activities in 
decentralization of power and empowerment of democracy, 
at the national level, Kerala stood second in 2011-12 and 
2013-14, third in 2012-13 and took the first spot in 2014-
15. Kollam district panchayat bagged the national award 
for the comprehensive welfare and development activities. 
Idukki and Veliyanadu block panchayats; Nadaapuram, 
Kaviyur, Marangattupally, Maneedu and Iraviperur grama 
panchayaths also won national awards. Kerala also won the 
national award for digitization of grama panchayats. 
Backward Classes Development Department, Corporations
Backward  Classes  Development  Department, 
Backward  Classes  Development  Corporation, Backward 
Classes Commission and Minority Commission 
and Kerala State Welfare Corporation for Forward 
Communities Limited  to promote the comprehensive 
development and welfare of the economically backward 
sections among the forward communities of Kerala were 
formed. Loans worth Rs 1003.83 crore were disbursed by 
Backward  Classes  Development  Corporation to 1.40 lakh 
people. Converted Christian Development Commission 
under the Backward Classes Development Department gave 
loans to the tune of Rs 28.09 crore to 10,534 people.
Rs 6,510 crore Spent on MNREGS
Marked changes affected in the rural sector by spending Rs 
6,510 crore through MNREGS. Each year, an average of 17 
lakh families got employment. During 2006-11, the amount 
spent was just Rs 1508 crore. Work-time re-scheduled from 
9 am to 5 pm. and the daily wage of Rs 150 was raised to Rs 
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227 in 2011. Assistance for education of children and gifts 
during Onam season were also provided to the families of 
workers by the government. Electronic Fund Management 
System introduced in all grama panchayats to credit wages of 
labourers directly to their bank accounts. 
Three lakh New Pipe Connections
Three lakh new pipe connections provided. Drinking water 
made available through 2.07 lakh publics taps. The target is 
to provide 4.19 lakh new connections this year. 
Paddy Procurement: 1.5 lakh Farmers to Benefit
Achieved good progress in paddy procurement. In 2014-15, 
5.50 tons of paddy was procured from 1.25 lakh farmers. 
Support price of paddy became Rs 21.50. 1.25 lakh farmers 
got the benefit.
Raw Coconut Procurement
For the first time in the State, a record 70213.69 tons of 
raw coconut was procured by KERAFED. For units that 
undertakes processing of raw coconut to copra, apart from 
the price of coconut the government is giving Rs 500 as 
financial assistance for a quintal of copra. The procurement 
price of raw coconut is Rs 25.
Compensation to Crops Damaged by Wild Animals
Compensation to crops damaged by wild animals can be 
given four times. The maximum is Rs 75,000/- Treatment 
assistance to those injured in wild animal attack has been 
raised to Rs 75,000. Sanction has been given to kill wild boars 
that destroy crops, subject to certain conditions.
215 core for Settlements
For the development of 436 Scheduled Caste settlements in 
which 50 or more families are living, Rs 215 crore has been 
sanctioned at the rate of Rs 1 crore each for developing 
215 settlements. So far Rs 94.42 crore has been spent and 
development activities at 25% of the settlements completed. 
Rs 665 crore for Buying land; Rs 568 crore for House 
Construction
The financial help that is being given to the landless and 
homeless belonging to the SC category has been increased 
from Rs 75,000 to Rs 3.75 lakh in rural areas, Rs 90,000 to 
Rs 4.50 lakh in municipal areas and Rs One lakh to Rs 6 lakh 
in Corporation areas. Assistance for construction of houses 
increased from Rs One lakh to Rs Three lakh. Installments of 
grants given at a lower rate to beneficiaries earlier have been 
given remaining installments at higher rate. Rs 664.86 crore 
was given to 29,465 families for buying land and Rs 568.33 
crore to 24,141 families for construction of new houses.
Janani Janmaraksha Scheme
The scheme provides pregnant women belonging to ST 
community and lactating mothers with monthly financial 
assistance of Rs.1000, starting from the third month of 
pregnancy and up to 12 months after delivery has so far 
benefited 11,000 persons. 

Coastal Ship transportation
Costal ship transportation project started. Commenced 
merchant ship service from Kollam, Beypore, Azheekal 
ports to ports in other States. As part of the project, ships 
transporting one ton of cargo will be given an incentive of 
Rs 1 for a km and Rs 1 for a km for passengers. Ponnani has 
become the first PPP port in the State. 
CIAl - total Solar Powered Airport
CIAL has become the first airport in the world to totally run 
on solar power. Work on the new Rs 1000 crore international 
terminal has begun. It has registered a record increase in 
terms of passengers and cargo.
Rs 300 crore Cancer Care Centre
Rs 300 crore cancer care centre, equipped with the most 
modern of facilities, coming up in Kozhikode district at the 
initiative of cooperative bank. Flat complex is also coming up 
in Thiruvananthapuram.  
Vigilant Kerala
Vigilant Kerala project started with public participation to 
combat corruption. vigilantkerala.in started as part of the 
project. If convinced that there is conviction in a government 
project or work then that can be post on website. Facility in 
place at Vigilance and Anti Corruption Bureau for receiving 
complaints through social media.
Rs 1769 crore Rural Drinking Water Project
Under the rural drinking water project, 209 projects, 
estimated at Rs 1769 crore are being implemented and that 
too in a manner that a person gets 70 liters of drinking water 
per day. Taking into account the outstanding implementation 
of accelerated rural drinking water projects, Kerala Water 
Authority received an additional amount of Rs 169.70 crore 
from the Central government.
•	 Pipes Worth Rs 445 crore
22 Arts and Science Colleges
For the first time in the history of Kerala, 22 Arts and Science 
colleges were started in the government sector. 320 courses 
were also sanctioned in government-aided colleges.
Kerala Model Healthcare
Kerala has become the first State in India to have Allopathy, 
Ayurveda and Homoeo hospitals in all panchayats. Kerala has 
also become a totally Ayurveda State by starting Ayurvedic 
treatment centers in all panchayats. Department of Ayush 
formed by coordinating the treatment streams of Ayurveda, 
Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy. 
Permanent Ayurvedic treatment centers were started at 77 
places where the treatment was not available. 343 posts were 
created for this and postings done. 110 Homoeo dispensaries 
started and 446 new posts created and postings done.
Rs 61 crore for Sabarimala Master Plan
Works worth Rs 61.27 completed as part of Sabarimala 
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Master Plan, which is meant for providing basic facilities. 
Rs 10 crore given for Zero Waste Sabarimala project. Waste 
processing plant started at Sannidhanam. Works of walkway 
canopy, eight queue complexes and underpass from Pamba 
to Sannidhanam completed. Swami Ayyappan road readied 
for tractors to ply. Arogyabhavan at Pamba, Rs 523 crore 
renovation and repair of roads to Sabarimala undertaken. 
Rs 7 crore new bridge at Kanamala for making travel from 
Erumeli to Pampa easy and Rs 8.14 crore worth roads (14 m 
wide) with sidewalks at Nilakkal, facility for parking more 
than 10,000 vehicles, water-tank of 10 lakh liter capacity 
and two bore wells constructed. The roads to Sabarimala 
were renovated by spending 518 crore in connection with 
the pilgrimage season. Works of major roads leading to 
Sabarimala (75.2km) under heavy maintenance scheme and 
with five years guarantee were completed. These roads were 
constructed under heavy maintenance project which has a 
guarantee of 5 years. 124 km roads were renovated with a 
guarantee of three years.
Centres for Imparting Skill
Started, the Kerala Academy for Skills Excellence, the nodal 
agency for providing skill excellence to the youth. Under this, 
Nursing Institute for Career Enhancement and Centre for 
Excellence in International Security at Thiruvananthapuram 
and Enlightened Skills Programme in Oil and Rig stated 
at Angamali. Indian Institute of 
Infrastructure and Construction 
started functioning at Chavara in 
Kollam. IIIC would soon start to 
function for making labourers skilled 
for undertaking model construction 
works of high standards at Chavara.
Minimum Wages Revised
Wages were revised on two occasions 
in the plantation sector and were the 
highest increase in the history of the 
State. The new rates for rubber, coffee, 
tea and cardamom are Rs 381, Rs 301 
and Rs 330 respectively. 
Wages were revised in the cashew 
sector too. Fair wages were also 
revised for the motor workers. Steps 
are being taken at a fast pace to 
renew minimum wages in all labour 
sectors that have completed its term. 
Minimum wages renewed in 16 
labour sectors. In addition five new 
labour sectors included in the list of 
minimum wages.
Five Projects for Construction of 
Houses
Kerala State Housing Board freed 

from the loan liability to HUDCO by paying Rs 730.67 crore 
inclusive of interest. Five projects Saphalyam, Santhwanam, 
Sayoojyam, Saubhagyam and Grihasree were formulated to 
provide houses to the people belonging to all sections. 
Kerala Anti-Social (prevention) Activities Amendment 
Act: Amendment to make KAPA more rigorous and flawless.
Fish Seed law: Law to check production quality, marketing 
and storage of  of fish seeds.
CESS on KSRTC tickets to provide more facilities for 
commuters and for the social security of employees.
Law to protect the interests of investors in different financial 
institutions.
APJ Abdul Kalam technological University law: Law 
pertaining to the formation of Science and Technology 
University to encourage scientific and technological 
education.
Expatriate Indians (Keralites) Commission Act: Law for 
the formation of a  commission to protect the 
interests and welfare of the expatriate Keralites inside  
the State.
Law for the formation of a State Commission for forward 
communities.
Law that allows PSC to undertake University postings. v
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Agriculture has always been the backbone of Indian 
economy. But the foreign rulers first interfered in 
agricultural system and then prevented it from 

developing and modernizing. When India got freedom, 70% 
of total cultivable land was owned by landlords (zamindaars) 
and they in connivance with money-lenders and the British 
rulers took away or rather snatched away more than half of 
total agri-produce. At the same time, they did nothing for 
improvement of agriculture

Small farmers and share-crop farmers had not enough money 
to purchase high quality seeds, fertilizers and domestic 
animals. They were ignorant of the modern technology and 
machinery used for agri-production. In 1947, the number 
of landless agricultural labourers was 28% whereas in 
comparison to 1901, agricultural production decreased by 
14%.

In the beginning of the 20th century, revolutionary changes 
were taking place in agriculture all over the world. But 
Indian farmers were using centuries-old agri-techniques. 
India’s vast population was dependent on agriculture but 
there was only 9.5 lakh iron-ploughs and about 3 crores 
wooden ploughs. Perhaps no Indian farmer was aware of 
chemical fertilizers. 90% of farmers used old and traditional 
seeds. They were also ignorant of soil-testing and there was 
no source of irrigation in 73% of cultivable land.

There was no arrangement for farmer’s training for the 
promotion of modern techniques in agriculture. When 
India got independence, there were only nine agricultural 
universities in which only 3000 students were enrolled. 
This data itself reveal that the agri-sector was unable to 
take the burden and responsibility of the vast population 
dependent on it. This situation posed a serious challenge for 
independent India. 

The other important thing was that 200 years of the foreign 
rule had disintegrated the fabric of economy particularly 

Congress Sandesh has started a new series about the achievements of the 
Congress Party in building the nation from the desk of Editor.

Contributions of the Congress Party difficult to be ignored

agricultural reforms through  
meticulous planning and use of technology

employment. Agriculture was not merely a source of food 
but also a source of employment. In modern age also, the 
importance of agriculture cannot be lessened in our country 
since India has only 2.3% of cultivable land whereas our 
population is 17% of the whole world. It was not possible 
to feed such a large population, provide them employment 
opportunities and become self-reliant in foodgrains without 
developing and modernizing agriculture. Modern researches 
clearly indicate that only 1% rise in agricultural sector can 
diminish poverty 2 to 3 times.

Pandit Nehru and the Congress Party were well aware 
of the fact that under the prevailing circumstances, only 
agricultural sector would be the backbone of Indian 
economy. Without developing and modernizing the 
agri-sector, there couldn’t be creation of opportunities 
for employment, the country couldn’t be self-reliant in 
foodgrains and the country’s GDP couldn’t rise. So when 
blueprint of Five-Year Plans was prepared, agriculture 
was considered as the core-sector. The budget of First 
Five Year Plan was of Rs. 2400 crore. 17% of this budget 
was allocated for agriculture and schemes of community 
development. 27% fund was allocated for irrigation and 
energy-sector so that agri-sector may get the required 
augmentation.

By this initiative, agri-sector and growth rate of the country 
recorded a sharp rise. The GDP was aimed at 2.1%, but due 
to efficient leadership, the country achieved the growth-rate 
of 3.6% and the Net Domestic Product rose to 15%. The 
monsoon was normal and the newly developed irrigation 
facilities along with better management of electricity resulted 
in bumper harvest. Because of this, per capita income also 
increased by 8%. Under this scheme, the foundations for 
Bhakhra and Heera Kund dams were laid down.

To make the country self-reliant in foodgrain production 
was necessary due to ever increasing population and bitter 
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experiences of farmers. But there was dearth of agricultural 
scientists and scientific agri-system. Pandit Nehru and senior 
leaders of the Congress Party decided to focus on agriculture 
science. Agri-engineering departments were established in 
prestigious engineering colleges across the county in 1947. In 
1954, agricultural engineering department was established in 
IIT, Kharagpur. Agricultural engineering and technological 
colleges were established at Pantnagar, Ludhiana, Jabalpur, 
Udaipur and Coimbatore. It helped in strengthening of the 
study and research in agriculture. 

In 1949, the first river-valley project was started in the 
country. It was called Damodar Valley Corporation. Its aim 
was soil and water testing. The purpose of this corporation 
was to increase fertility of soil and water conservation.

The Indian government established several institutions 
across the country for soil conservation. Later on, these 
institutions were made part of ICAR, Dehradun in 1975. 
ICAR started its six branches on regional level. ICAR has 
remained as the country’s premier institute in the field of 
agricultural engineering and technology particularly in 
horticulture, crop science, natural resource management.

Under the leadership of Pandit Nehru, the government of 
India after establishing agricultural institutions for scientific 
farming, paid attention to up gradation of agri-tools and 
machines. ICAR was given directives in this regard. In its 
initial phase, the manufacturing of agri-machines were 
inspired by Britain. To make agri-tools and machines better 
suited to Indian conditions, ICAR made changes in their 
designs. The designs of ploughs drawn by oxen, plough 
blades with wheels and harvesting machines were changed 
by ICAR. ICAR also carried but research works in each state 
for technical changes and modernization of agri-tools in 
1954.

ICAR followed the guidelines of the Congress government 
and established 17 centers of testing and research training. 
Its aim was to encourage use of better tools and machines 
and to do research for scientific farming. ICAR developed 
a power tiller keeping in mind the conditions of Indian 
agri culture. It proved the first step for the manufacture 
of a very useful tractor. In the beginning, few hundred 
tractors were manufactured per year which has now 
reached to 2 lakh tractors per year. India has become the 
biggest manufacturer of tractors in the world.

Under the leadership of Pandit Nehru, the Central 
government brought agri-engineering department 
under Central and State agricultural ministries. This 
step was taken in second and third Five Year Plans. They 
started to sell and to rent tractors, oil-run engines and 
other equipment. training centers were established and 

workshops were organized in each state so that farmers 
can be encouraged to adopt modern techniques.

Apart from all this the government made high quality seeds 
and fertilizers available to farmers. On the whole, it can 
be said that the Congress government tried to make the 
infrastructure for modern farming. It contained modern 
technologies, modern equipment, new means of irrigation 
and training. But there were unfathomable possibilities 
in Indian agriculture. Pandit Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri 
and other leaders of the Congress Party succeeded in 
laying strong foundation of modern farming. After that 
Indira Gandhi emphasized on Green Revolution in 1966. 
Foodgrain production increased sharply due to high quality 
seeds, fertilizers, use of modern agri-tools and adoption 
of modern technology. Wheat production increased three 
times between 1966 and 1968 whereas the production 
of other food grains increased two times. Due to Green 
Revolution, we became self-reliant in food grain production 
and it resulted in sharp fall in foodgrain imports. The 
storage of food grains became possible and food grains 
were exported also. The visionary Prime Ministers of the 
Congress Party established Indian agriculture as front 
runner in the world arena. today India exports its agri-
products to more than 100 countries. It includes rice, 
pulses, maize, wheat, fruits and vegetables. India exports 
food grains worth $10.1 billion. India holds second 
position in rice production and first in jute production. 
India has 63% share in total jute business of the world and 
earns $ 9 million. 

Due to Green Revolution, use of tractors, thrashers, 
harvester combines, diesel engines, electrical motors and 
water pumps along with chemical fertilizers, pesticides and 
weeds segregators increased many times. It resulted in an 
increase in production of these equipment and things. It 
further created new employment opportunities. The rise 
in agri-production provided the raw-materials for cotton, 
sugar and edible oils. 

Some scholars of that age feared that the adoption of modern 
technology and equipment in agriculture may increase 
unemployment. But it was proved wrong. According to 
renowned research scholar Govind Thukral, due to Green 
Revolution lakhs of employment opportunities were created 
only in Punjab. It provided livelihoods to 15lakh people 
belonging to Odisha, Bihar and Eastern Uttar Pradesh. They 
also took new farming methods and technology to their 
own villages.

Observing immense possibility for employment generation 
and for extension of agricultural sector, the Congress Party, 
its Prime Ministers and senior leaders tried tirelessly to 
encourage and strengthen it. When the country achieved 
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the target of rise in food grain production, the focus 
moved towards Food Processing sector. This new sector 
also had immense possibility for creation of employment 
opportunities. A new dimension was to be added in 
industrial sector of our country. The Congress Party led 
government consented for the business of processed and 
packed food items. The business got momentum around 
2000. In its initial phase, the Food Processing industry was 
only 6% of the total agri-production. It is rising slowly but 
continuously and in near future it would be worth 20% of 
the total agri-production.

The processed and packed food industry is labour centric 
and 50% work of this industry is done manually. Because of 
this, employment opportunities are increasing continuously. 
Multinational companies have made this sector very 
competitive. New type of machines made packing secure and 
quality-based. As a result, this sector succeeded in making 
its own space in national and international markets. Today 
India processes 73% oil seeds and 45% sugar canes with 
modern machines. This figure doesn’t include commercial 
crops. 

The policies of the Congress government helped in 
establishing a specific identity for basmati rice in the 
world market. India is the second largest producer of rice. 
The government made available the machines complying 
international standards so that the packaged food 
industry should develop and become competitive. today, 
the high quality basmati rice complies the parameters of 
19 countries including the U.S and Middle-East countries.

The domestic and international trends indicate that the 
processed and packaged food industry will continue to 
expand. Some time ago, it was pegged at 3% but in 2020, it 
will touch 25%. If we observe the immense possibilities of 
this industry, we can say that though it is in its initial phase 
but it is providing jobs to 18 to 20% of the total workforce. 
An estimate says that on every Rs. 1000 crore investment 
in this industry, it provides employment opportunities to 
54000 people. In its present status, India’s food industry is 
one of the biggest industries of the world by production, 
consumption and expansion parameters. The contributions 
of the leaders of the Congress Party are immense as far as 
the growth of this industry is concerned. They identified its 
capabilities, provided the right direction and encouraged it 
hugely. This industry succeeded in securing its own place in 
domestic and international market.

The visionary leadership of the Congress Party made India 
self-reliant in food grain production. Farming became 
machine-oriented and modern. To make policies regarding 
storage, export and distribution of food grains was also the 
need of the hour. When agricultural production increased, 

a network of hoarders and black-marketeers also begun 
to expand. To strengthen the foodgrains-management 
and to save interests of farmers and common people the 
Congress government established Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) under third Five-Year Plan. The core aims of 
this corporation were to store food grains maintaining its 
quality, to do distribution among people and to give food 
security to people. Between 1964 and 1970, FCI was working 
mainly among urban people but after the Green Revolution 
it expanded and reached rural people also. After 1985, FCI 
tried and succeeded to reach among tribals. This is the result 
of the policies adopted by the Congress Party that today there 
are more than 5 lakh PDS Shops for providing food grains at 
government fixed rates. In this sense, it is the biggest scheme 
of the world.

The Prime Ministers of the Congress Party also encouraged 
other agri-activities in which dairy and poultry sectors 
are important. The reasons behind this initiative are-
increasing demand of dairy and poultry products; 
immense possibilities of their expansion; increase in 
growth rate of agriculture; rise in national Income and 
creation of jobs on a large scale. The average growth rate 
of agriculture has been at 2.3% whereas the growth rate 
for dairy and poultry sector has remained 5 to 6%. Due to 
better growth rate in subsidiary sectors, agriculture has 
been able to achieve 4% growth rate. Animal husbandry’s 
share in agriculture’s GDP is 28%. The figures show that 
only the dairy sector’s contribution to country’s GDP is 15%.

At present, India is at the top in milk production, third in 
egg production and fifth in chicken production. This become 
possible due to farmer supportive polices. The central as 
well as the state government of the Congress Party hugely 
encouraged the dairy sector in India.

During the first Five Year Plan, the government in 1951 
started a scheme called ‘Village Programme”. Under 
this scheme 713 blocks each with 1000 milch animals 
were established. This scheme benefitted 8% of the 
whole population. likewise, in the third Five-Year Plan. 
“Intensive Cattle Development Scheme” was started. 
Under every project of this scheme, attention was paid to 
1 lakh cows and buffaloes with regard to their bringing up 
and upkeep. At the end of third Five-Year Plan, about 27 
lakh farmers benefitted from this scheme. There were 30 
projects under ICDS scheme. The number increased to 63 
in 1973 and 114 in 1979.

Several schemes were launched between 1960 and 1980 which 
helped in increasing milk production. In 1965, National 
Dairy Development Board was established under the Society 
Registration Act. In 1987, the Congress government passed 
an Act in Parliament and constituted it as an independent 
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Legislative Reforms Commission will be taken up for 
passing legislation. The Direct Taxes Code seems to have 
been buried permanently. There was only a lukewarm 
reference to the GST bills, but there was no promise of 
accommodating the legitimate criticism of the Opposition. 

taxation sans philosophy 

We may now turn to Part B of the budget speech. The 
government had promised a predictable tax regime. 
However, Part B of the speech belied that promise. There 
was no major relief to the taxpayer or the middle class or 
the small and medium businessperson. The reduction in the 
corporate tax rate for a very limited class from 30 to 29 per 
cent was laughable. Besides, new cesses and surcharges were 
imposed. Despite having a majority in the Lok Sabha, the 
government could not summon the courage to repeal the 
retrospective tax on capital gains (the so-called Vodafone 
tax). Part B of the speech was a bag of miscellany that did 
not reveal any philosophy of taxation or tax policy. 

Finally, the government wisely refrained from predicting 
the growth rate for 2016-17. The Economic Survey was 
restrained in assuming a growth rate of about 7 per cent. 
The budget papers revealed the GDP estimates for 2015-
16 and 2016-17 and calculated the nominal growth at 11 
per cent. If these are the government’s numbers, how much 
will the real GDP growth in 2016-17 be? We know the RBI’s 
target for inflation in 2015-16 is 4 to 6 per cent. How much 
does that leave for real growth? It would be a pity that all 
these elaborate exercises may yield, ultimately, moderate 
GDP growth of about 6 per cent Altogether, I am afraid, the 
budget has been a wasted opportunity. v

The writer is a former Union finance minister 

Courtesy: The Indian Express

continued from page 18

body. Later NDDB implemented the dairy development in 
several phases which is known as “Operation Flood”.

The first phase of Operation Flood was from 1970 to 1981. 
In this phase, 13000 dairy co-operatives were formed and 
about 18 lakh milk producer farmers became members of 
these societies. During this phase, 24 lakh liters of milk was 
sold in the open market whereas 34 lakh liters of milk was 
changed into other dairy products.

The second phase of Operation Flood was from 1981 to 
1985. The number of co-operatives reached 34500 and 36 
lakh farmers associated with them. In this phase, 50 lakh 
liters of milk was sold in the open market daily and other 
milk products were produced from 79 lakh liters of milk 
every day.

The Congress government observed that the policies adopted 
for dairy development had been hugely successful. The 
government encouraged this sector further. Its third phase 
was between 1985 and 1994. The number of Primary Dairy 
Cooperative Societies rose to 70000 and 93.14 lakh farmers 
became their members. These societies sold 26000 tons of 
balanced food and 24000 tons of bypass protein. The most 
significant achievements of this phase was that the demand 
of milk of the country was 100 lakh liters daily and the dairy 
sector was able to fulfill it with ease.

In the same manner, the fourth phase of Operation Flood 
from 1996 to 2006 was encouraged immensely Export of 
dairy products was also encouraged. The policies of the 
Congress Party government changed the dairy sector into 
an organized one. It provided lakhs of jobs and GDP also 
increased.

The Congress government also encouraged other sectors 
dependent on agriculture. It included fishery, goats, pigs 
and poultry. The poultry sector has remained a first growing 
sector. The centre and the state governments contributes 
on a large scale in invigorating poultry business. The 
Congress government provide the poultry sector the status 
of agriculture. It was kept outside the purview of Land 
Ceiling Act. National Poultry Development Board was 
established. Sensing huge possibilities in the poultry sector, 
the Congress government provided several facilities for its 
development. To encourage poultry export, concession in 
carriage fees for ships and planes were provided. For the 
infrastructure development of poultry export, long term 
loans were arranged at low rates. The government announced 
concessions in the import bills of machinery, equipment, 
medicines and vaccines required for the poultry sector. 
This is the result of the policies adopted by the Congress 
governments that the poultry sector has provided jobs to 
about 2 lakh people who are dependent for their livelihood 

on this sector. At present, about 55 billion eggs and 5 billion 
kg of chicken are produced in India. It is estimated that the 
contribution of the poultry sector in the total GDP of the 
country is worth Rs. 400 billion.

The possibilities of development and expansion in the agri-
sector is present even today. The agriculture and farmer 
friendly policies of the Congress Party have provided it 
new heights. The figures clearly indicate that the Congress 
leadership has remained always ready for the development 
of agriculture and people doing petty politics can’t pose a 
question in this respect. v

across the aisle: in good times and bad 
times, courage is the ally
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BIHAR
Protest meeting against BJP

Ara: The Bhojpur District Congress 
organized a meeting here on 25th February, 
2016 to protest against the BJP leaders for 
making indecent remarks against Congress 
Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi.

The meeting was conducted by District 
Vice-President Dr. Ram Ayodhaya Singh. 
Others in the meeting were Sridhar Tiwari, 
Jagannath Rai Tiwari, Satya Prakash Rai, 
Dr. Shashi Singh, Prof. Nirmal Singh, 
Bijlibaba, Neera Singh, Ambika Pandey, 
Jangbahadur Singh, Dev Kumar Singh, 
Palak Kumar Tripathi, Ravindra Tiwari, 
Ram Singh, Laldev Singh, Rakesh Tripathi, 
Rozi Ahmad, and others.

Effigy of Smriti Irani, others 
burnt

Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
schedule caste council, led by its Pradesh 
president Shri Umesh Kumar Ram burnt 
the effigy of Vice-Chancellor of Central 
University, Hyderabad here on 24th 
January, 2016 against the suicide by one 
of its student Rohith Vemula.

They also protested against HRD minister 
Smriti Irani, Union Minister Bandharu 
Dattashey and VC Arun Rao. Shri 
Umesh Ram said the whole nation was 
watching when HRD minister Smriti Irani 

STATESWATCH
misguided the people by placing wrong 
and false reports about the incident in the 
Parliament. 

CHANDIGARH
Many congress workers 

injured in the protest against 
BJP Government on ration 

issue
Chandigarh: Many leaders and workers 
of the Congress party were injured when 
police used water cannons to stop them 
from moving towards Raj Bhavan. They 
were protesting against the decision of 
stopping the food ration under the public 
distribution system and anti people 
policies of the BJP Government on 26th 
February, 2016.

Thousands of the workers participated 
in the protest in which large numbers 
of the people from colonies and sectors 
participated. The protest was started from 
sector 18 and 19 roundabout.

When workers  re ache d  s e c tor  7 
roundabout, scuffle took place and police 
stopped them and used water cannons in 
which many were injured.

Pardeep Chhabra president Chandigarh 
Congress,  Poonam Sharma, Bano, 
Shammi, Prempal Chauahan and Sunil 
Kumar were some of the leaders who were 
injured during the protest. Later, Former 
Union Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal and 

Pradeep Chhabra met Governor Professor 
Kaptan Singh Solanki and submitted 
memorandum to him demanding to restart 
distribution of the ration from depots. 
Solanki assured them that he will take 
decision on the issue soon.

Bansal condemned the BJP Government 
for burying the Food Security act passed 
by the UPA Government which ensured 
the right of the food for all.

Pradeep Chhabra president Chandigarh 
Congress said that the decision to stop 
the ration is a big blow to the residents 
of the city. Chhabra condemned the 
decision of the BJP Government to stop 
distribution of the food ration under the 
public distribution system in the city.  He 
said that why the BJP Government chose to 
stop the ration under PDS in Chandigarh 
only. He demanded to issue ration cards 
immediately to the beneficiaries. He said 
that more than 50000 applications for 
the ration cards have been pending with 
the sampark centers and these should be 
disposed of immediately. He said that the 
decision has made lives difficult of the poor 
people as they could not be able to buy 
food for their families because of the high 
market price of the food items.

CHHATTISGARH
Tributes paid to Mahatma 

Gandhi
Bilaspur: The Takahatpur District 
Congress Sewa Dal paid tributes to 
father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi 
here on 30th January, 2016 on his death 
anniversary Pradesh organizing general 
secretary Shri Pradeep Tamrakar led the 
function in which Shri JitendraPandeya 
was the chief guest. The function was 
presided over by Shri Bhagwati Prasad 
Bajpayee.

Kisan Congress Pradesh general secretary 
Shri Ashraf Vanak, former municipal vice-
president Ashok Thakur garlanded the 
statue of Gandhiji. Shri Jitendra Pandeya 
said that a big contribution was there 
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by Gandhiji in getting India its freedom 
and thereafter the Congress made vital 
contribution in the development of the 
country.

Shri Tamrakar said that through the ideals 
of Mahatma Gandhi, he was still alive 
among us.

Tributes paid to Chandra 
Shekhar Azad

takhatpur: Congress Sewa Dal paid 
tributes to Chandra Shekhar Azad on his 
martyrdom day at the Sewa Dal office here 
on 27th February, 2016.

After paying tributes, programme president 
Shri Ramphal Kaushik accounted the role 
and history of Shri Azad. The function was 
conducted by Congress Sewa Dal Pradesh 
Organizing Minister Pradeep Tamnakar 
and Phekulal thanked the workers.

Tributes paid to Rajendra 
Babu

The Sewa Dal also paid tributes to the first 
President of India Dr. Rajendra Prasad by 
garlanding the photo of Rajendra Babu.

DELHI
DPCC holds massive 

demonstration at Jantar 
Mantar to protest against 
the budget proposal to tax 
employees’ provident fund

New Delhi: Thousands of Congress 
workers, under the leadership of Delhi 
Pradesh Congress Committee president 
Shri  Ajay Maken,  held a massive 
demonstration at Jantar Mantar on 
7th March, 2016 to protest against the 
proposal in the Union Budget by the BJP-
led Central Government to tax 60 per 
cent of the Employees’ Provident Fund, 
and demanded its immediate roll back. 
Addressing the gathering, Shri Ajay Maken 
said the move to tax the EPF was a terrible 
blow  to six crore employees and their 
families  across the country, covered under 
the Employees’ Provident Fund Act, as the 
BJP-led Central Government was playing 
with their future. He said the Union Budget 
was anti-poor and anti-workers as it was 
aimed to help big industrialists.

Shri Maken warned that if the tax on EFP 
was not rolled back, the Congress workers 
will go to each and every nook and corner 

of Delhi to protest against taxing the EFP.

The demonstrators, carrying placards 
and shouting slogans against the Modi 
Government, also burned an effigy of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as the 
police put up barricades and stopped the 
demonstrators as they proceeded towards 
Parliament House. The placards carried 
slogans such as “Fund Hamara, Tax 
Tumara, Nahi Chalega, Nahi Chalega”, 
“Modi EPF Tax Vapas Lo, Vapas Lo”, “Kar 
Choron Ko Fair and Lovely, Provident 
Fund pe Dakaa” etc.

Prominent among those who participated 
in the demonstration, besides Shri Ajay 
Maken, were ex-MPs Shri Ramesh Kumar 
and Shri Mahabal Mishra, Shri I.A. 
Siddiqui Shri Naseeb Singh, former Delhi 
Ministers Dr. Yoganand Shastri, Dr. 
Narendra Nath, Dr. Kiran Walia, Leader 
of the Opposition in the East MCD Smt. 
Varyam Kaur, ex-MLAs Bisham Sharma, 
Smt. Barkha Singh, Kunwar Karan Singh, 
Anil Bhardwaj, Devendra Yadav, Tarwinder 
Singh Marwah and Surendra Pal Singh 
Bittoo, Shri Chattar Singh, Bhram Yadav, 
Jagjeevan Sharma, Delhi Seva Dal chief 
organizer Dineshwar Tyagi, District 
president Laxman Rawat, Pradeep Sharma, 
Madan Khorwal, Virendra Kasana, Mohd. 
Usman, Indrajith, Dr. Naresh Kumar, 
Tasvir Solanki and Advocate Sunil Kumar.

Delhi Pradesh Mahila 
Congress holds Women’s 

Convention
New Delhi: The Delhi Pradesh Mahila 
Congress held a women’s convention 
to mark the World Women’s Day at the 
Aivan-E-Ghalib auditorium at DDU 
Marg on 9th March, 2016. Thousands 
of women, including Mahila Congress 
workers, from all over Delhi attended the 
convention. The convention was addressed 
by DPCC president Shri Ajay Maken, All 
India Mahila Congress president Smt. 
Shobha Ozha, general secretary Nita 
D’ Souza and leading heart surgeon Dr. 
Sanjiv Gera. The Mahila Convention was 
also attended by famous Hindi poet Shri 
Ashok Chakradhar, who recited a poem on 
women’s empowerment. The convention 
was presided over by Smt. Barkha Singh.

Shri  Ajay Maken,  addressing the 
convention, said the presence of thousands 
of women from all over Delhi was a clear 
proof that women were aware of their 
rights and they were ready to move up 
the ladder shoulder to shoulder with men 
in every sphere of life. He said Congress 
was the only party, which under the 
leadership of Smt. Sonia Gandhi, had 
ensured the representation of women 
in every field. He said it was due to 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi’s efforts that women 
were given 33 per cent representation in 
corporations and city councils, and it was 
a gift of the Congress party. Shri Maken 
said the Congress party was also in favour 
of giving proper representation to women 
in the State Assemblies and Parliament. 
He said it was due to Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
that the Women’s Empowerment Bill 
was introduced in Parliament. He said it 
was the Congress party which elected a 
woman as the President of India and made 
a woman the Speaker of Parliament. Shri 
Maken exhorted the women of Delhi to 
stand up for their rights, and promised that 
the Pradesh Congress Committee will be 
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solidly behind them.

Smt. Shobha Ozha said women today 
were very alert and very conscious of 
their rights and duties, but they need to 
be more vigilant to secure their just rights, 
and for a nation to progress and develop 
it was essential to empower their women. 
She said women should participate in 
every field of activity and make their 
mark. She said the Congress gave more 
representation to women in the Assemblies 
and Municipal Corporations and they 
should strive more for their empowerment.

Smt. Barkha Singh appealed to the women 
of Delhi to engage themselves in social 
work and politics to make their mark and 
empower themselves. She said she would 
spare no effort in the total empowerment 
of women.

Rohith Vemula’s Mother’s 
Joins IYC Rally to Parliament 

Demanding Resignation of 
HRD Minister Smriti Irani

New Delhi: Indian Youth Congress 
Organized a Massive Protest over suicide 
of Dalit Student Rohith Vemula against 
HRD Minister Smriti Irani at Jantar 
Mantar with thousands of Youth Congress 
Activist under the leadership of IYC 
President Amarinder Singh Raja and Many 
Senior Leaders like Digvijay Singh, Oscar 
Fernandes, Randeep Singh Surjewala, 
Kumari Shailaja, Mahendra Joshi, Raj 
babbar, Jiten Prasad, also shared the stage. 

Thousands of the Protestor gathered at 
Jantar Mantar and Marched towards 
Parliament, Police used water cannons 
to stop the protestors and to disperse 
the crowd, still activists managed to 
cross barricading and Burnt the Effigy 
of Smriti Irani following which police 
resorted to Lathi Charge and more than 
20 activists were injured and few of them 
were taken to Hospital as some of them 
received head injuries too. More than 1000 
protestors were detained in Parliament 
Street Police Station along with IYC 

President Amarinder Singh Raja. 

Rohith Vemula’s Mother shared the 
Stage at the Youth Congress Protest and 
said “We are thankful to Shrimati Sonia 
Gandhi Ji and Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji and 
Shri Amarinder Singh Raja to fight against 
the injustice done to my son Rohith and 
also said Congress is not playing any 
politics and Rahul Gandhi Ji had come 
to Hyderabad to Support me and gave 
assurance that he will fight till the end”. 

IYC President Amarinder Singh Raja Said 
“Rohith Vemula was not only his Mother’s 
Son but he was the son of the Nation. 
It’s not a Suicide but political Murder 
committed by HRD Minister Smriti Irani 
and she was misleading the nation from 
Parliament in her speech where she spoke 
blatant lies and PM Modi tweets Satyamev 
Jayate without verifying credentials of 
her speech. He said we will fight till the 
last breath of our life for justice to Rohith 
Vemula”.

AICC Communication Incharge said 
“Students views cannot be suppressed as 
they are our future and there should be 
space for discussion and raise their voice 
against Injustice”. 

Congress General Secretary Digvijay Singh 
said on Ishrat Case “why GK Pillai didn’t 
speak when he was at his post and the 
reason he is talking in favour of BJP now 
is because GK Pillai is now working for 
Gautam Adani Company”. Kumari Shailaja 
said, PM Modi is trying to suppress voice of 
youth of the nation but youth Congress will 
fight till the last breath. Rajya Sabha MP 
Raj Babbar said “We are here to fight for 
the youth and even Police cannot suppress 
our voice by any means of Lathi charge, 
Water Canons, etc. 

This protest march gives a glimpse of 
unity among the youth of Nation, where 
members of Youth Congress and Office 
Bearers from across the country, along 
with country’s youth, came out together 

not as individuals but as one.

IYC protest against BJP for 
helping Mallya escape

New Delhi: Indian Youth Congress 
protested against BJP on the Mallya-Gate 
issue with Hundreds of youth activists at 
Parliament Gate, on 16th March, 2016 
which started from IYC headquarters at 5, 
Risina Road. Protestors were lathi charged 
as they crossed the barricades, many 
protesters were injured including Delhi 
Youth Congress President Amit Mallik. 
They were later detained at Parliament 
Street Police Station.

IYC alleged BJP government of diverting 
attention of the Nation by supporting Vijay 
Mallya to escape after looting tax payers’ 
money borrowed from Indian Banks. IYC 
also wants to know “What did Arun Jaitley 
and Vijay Mallya discuss on the day before 
leaving India in their private meeting”? 
Prominent among the leaders present were 
Shrinivas B.V, General Secretary IYC.

GUJARAT
“Sanvidhan se Swabhiman”

Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee 
had organized a program “Sanvidhan se 
Swabhiman” (on 3rd February 2016 at 
Gandhinagar, in reference to yearlong 
programs to celebrate Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar’s 125th Birth Anniversary. To 
encourage and to motivate Dalit leadership 
in the state, we had invited all SC leaders 
who won the local body election conducted 
recently. All the DCC Presidents and 
Presidents of District Panchayats were also 
invited in this function. Gujarat Pradesh 
Congress Committee office bearers and all 
MLAs, AICC office bearers from Gujarat 
state were also invited. The Constitution 
of India has provided dignity to all the 
civilians of the Country and this is how 
equal opportunity has been provided to 
secure the distribution of power among all 
the deprived class community. And hence 
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this function is based on the theme.

Former Ex Chief Minister of Maharashtra 
and former Home Minister of Government 
of India Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde was 
invited as the Chief Guest of the function. 
Chairman of SC Department of AICC 
Shri K. Raju was also invited as the 
inaugurator of the function. PCC President 
Shri Bharatsinh Solanki and CLP Leader 
Shri Shankarshinh Vaghela also attended 
function. Naushad Solnaki the Chairman 
of SC Department of GPCC and his team’s 
efforts had made this program successful. 
Shri Pravin Rashtrapal, MP (RS), Shri 
Shaktisinh Gohil, Spokesperson  AICC 
and Shri Ravindra Dalvi, Convener  SC 
Department AICC delivered their speech 
on the theme of the function.

HARYANA
Ashok Tanwar asks for 
inquiry into Haryana 

agitation
Chandigarh: During the Haryana Jat 
Reservation Agitation almost all of 
Haryana suffered a great loss of life and 
property at the hands of unruly agitators.  
The BJP Government of Haryana failed 
completely to control the situation and 
the peaceful people were left at the mercy 
of the forces disrupting the social fabric.

Dr. Ashok Tanwar, President of Haryana 
Pradesh Congress Committee visited 
Rohtak, Jhajjar, Fatehabad, Tohana, Hissar, 
Sirsa, Pundri, Kalayat, Kaithal, Narwana, 
Murthal etc. from March 5 to March 
9, 2016 (photocopies of press clippings 
regarding these visits are enclosed).  He 
met the families who suffered loss to 
their property due to arson and looting 

at the hands of agitators.  He expressed 
deep sympathy with the families who lost 
their members during the turbulent days.  
Dr. Tanwar said that the goons had the 
abetment of the leaders in power and had 
a free hand to commit the heinous crimes. 

During his visit to different places, Dr. 
Tanwar interacted with the people of 
different sections of society and tried to 
understand their feelings.  He felt that 
by and large the people of Haryana are 
peace loving and only a hand-picked 
section of goons damaged the centuries 
old “Bhaichara” in the State.  Dr. Tanwar 
appealed to the people to maintain peace 
and harmony at all cost.

He said that the Govt. led by Shri Manohar 
Lal Khattar was totally inactive and failed 
miserably in providing security to the life 
and property of the peaceful citizens of 
Haryana.  The PCC Chief demanded that 
State BJP Govt. should own its failure and 
quit immediately because it has failed to 
perform its constitutional responsibility. 
He demanded that an enquiry by a sitting 
Judge of the Supreme Court should be 
ordered to uncover the real culprits behind 
this whole holocaust so that they are given 
exemplary punishment.  

Youth Congress Worker’s 
meeting held

Faridabad: With the condition of the 
country and the state in a bad shape, Shri 
Deependra Hooda, MP addressing the 
Youth Congress workers in a meeting in 
Old Faridabad on 10th February, 2016 

said that it was time to make the Congress 
strong.

Others who spoke on the occasion were 
Shri Udaybhan, MLA, Lakhan Singla, 
Tarun Tevatia, Jagan Dagar, Neeraj 
Sharma, Gulshan Bagga with others. The 
function was conducted by Dr. M.P. Singh. 
Earlier, Youth Congress leaders Rajesh 
Khatana and Vikas Verma welcomed Shri 
Deependra Hooda.

Shri Hooda said that the BJP government 
in the state was taking credit for the 
development work in the state and all this 
was done during the Congress rule. He 
said that the youth are being exploited 
in the state. Shri Lakhan Singh said that 
Congress has to expose the BJP in the 
public and tell them how it has cheated 
the people on the false pretext of showing 
them a bright future.

Meeting for maintaining 
peace

Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 
General Secretary Shri Khazan Singh 
called a meeting of Congress workers 
at Rajiv Chowk here on 27th February, 
2016 and asked the party workers in 
maintaining peace in the state.

Shri Khazan Singh also asked the present 
BJP government in the state to keep 
restrain and bring peace and cordiality 
in the state.

Anti-farmer’s Budget
Gurgaon: The Haryana Pradesh Congress 
worker’s meeting was held here on 29th 
February, 2016 which was presided over 
by HPCC General Secretary, Shri Khazan 
Singh.

Reacting on the Union Budget, Shri 
Khazan Singh said that the Budget was 
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anti-farmer and there was no provision of 
giving relief to the farmers from the burden 
of Debt. The finance Minister has made a 
good jugglery of figures to fool the farmers.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Mahila Congress Meeting 

held
Shimla: On February 2, 2016, Himachal 
P r a d e s h  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e 
organized  HP Mahila Congress meeting 
under the chairmanship of State Mahila 
Congress President Susheela Negi in which 
PCC President Th. Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu and All India Mahila Congress 
Secretary and Himachal Incharge Talat 
Aziz were present as Chief Guests. 

Addressing party workers, Th. Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu said that  women  are the 
integral part of the society and they are 
increasingly taking part in all the activities, 
credit for which goes to successive Congress 
governments at Centre and state. “It was 
due to the futuristic thinking of the former 
Prime Minister of India Rajiv Gandhi 
due to which 50 percent reservation was 
provided to  women  in Panchayati Raj 
Institutions,” he said, adding that there 
is need for increased participation 
of women in politics. 

He added that Congress party is the only 
party that has provided complete rights 
to women and ensured their safety and the 
party would continue to do so in the future. 

Addressing party workers, HP Mahila 
Congress President Susheela Negi thanked 
party high command for her appointment 

and said that she would continue to work 
for strengthening the party organization 
under the able guidance of PCC President 
Th. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu. She said 
that she would visit all the districts of 
the state and she would make efforts to 
strengthen women wing of the party after 
consultations with women and senior 

leaders of the party. 

She said that Congress party had got major 
success in recently held Panchayati Raj 
Institutions elections as over 80 percent 
candidates affiliated with the party had 
won in these elections. “More than 60 
percent women candidates affiliated with 
the party  had also contested and won 
in Panchayati Raj Institution elections,” 
she said, adding that she would ensure 
adequate representation to the women in 
party organisation. 

HPCC General Secretary Harbhajan Singh 
Bhajji said that Congress party has always 
provided adequate representation to 
women and had ensured complete rights 
to women.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Ten years of MGNREGA

Jammu: As per directions of AICC, 
an impressive function was held in the 
premises of Gujjardesh Charitable Trust 
Chhani Himat Jammu on 3rd  February 
2016 to celebrate the completion of 
10 years of MGNREGA scheme in the 
Country.

The function was attended by over three 
thousands participants mainly comprising 
of representatives from Panchayats of 
District Jammu, Samba, Kathua and other 
parts of Jammu province.

Apart from all state leaders including 
legislators of the party, Leader of 
Opposition in Rajya Sabha Shri Ghulam 
Nabi Azad was Chief Guest while AICC 
Secretary Mainul Haque also attended as 
guest of honour, which was presided over 
by president JKPCC.

The gathering was apprised about the 
unique job scheme guaranteeing right to 
work, which has been appreciated by the 
World Bank also as biggest job source in 
the World. The approach of the BJP and 
Modi Govt. towards the scheme was also 
highlighted in the rally, especially as to 
how the Modi Govt. has been compelled 

to celebrate the success of the scheme after 
realizing its impact in the rural areas of 
the Country.

It was also highlighted as to how the UPA 
leadership Smt. Sonia Gandhi and then 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
and especially AICC Vice-President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi took keen initiatives in the 
framing of this landmark job scheme and 
its implementation through involvement 
of PRIs in the Country benefitting over 
thirteen crores households covering a 
population of around 65 crores during the 
UPA regime.

The Sarpanchs/Panchs who spoke also 
highlighted the role of MGNREGA in 
the empowerment of Panchayats and the 
benefits to the common people in the 
shape of employment and development 
in the villages.

InduPawar asks workers to 
gear up for ULB polls

Jammu: Former MLA and Pradesh Mahila 
Congress President, Indu Pawar on 3rd 
March, 2016 asked the party activists to 
gear up their activities in view of coming 
Urban Local Bodies elections.

A meeting of Mahila Congress was held at 
Party headquarters at Shahidi Chowk, here 
Ms. Pawar presided over the meeting. She 
stressed for preparedness of party workers 
for the coming Municipal and Local Bodies 
elections in the State.

She asked office bearers and party workers 
to start mass contact programme with 
voters and general public. She further said 
that Congress has served this state and has 
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presence in all the three regions of State.

The Congress leader claimed that Congress 
have performed well during previous 
term. Many projects were taken up and 
also completed in time. The BJP and PDP 
government only played dirty politics by 
raising controversies and befooled the 
people. The people were even deprived of 
the basic amenities.

Ms. Pawar asked Congress workers to 
come out in large number and start holding 
village level, ward level, Panchayat level 
meetings and discharge their duty to 
strengthen the party.

Party president also discussed about the 
celebration of Women’s Day on March 8. 
She asked Mahila workers to undertake 
some work for helping the neglected 
women of the society.

Those who spoke on the occasion included 
Prabha Slathia, Vandana Malhotra, Suman 
Choudhary, Sushma Choudhary, Reeta, 
Santosh Sharma, Geeta, Seeta, Suman Lata, 
Zenab, Neelam and others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Double standard role of BJP, 

RSS
Bhopal: AICC General Secretary and 
former Chief Minister Shri Digvijay Singh 
while addressing a press conference here 
on 27th February, 2016 said that the BJP 
and the RSS were playing double standard 
and were adopting communal policies to 
storm into power.

Digvijay Singh said how the BJP were 
playing double standard in the case of 
Vypam and the JNU issue, on the criminal 
cases against BJP president Shri Amit 
Shah and on the presentation of different 
education certificates by HRD Minister 
Smriti Irani. MPCC President, Shri 
Arun Yadav was also present in the press 
conference.

Shri Singh also demanded that the hearing 
of Vypam should be monitored by the 
Supreme Court and the CBI should also 

investigate the assets of the SIT officers 
looking into the Vypam case.

Meeting of SC Department 
held

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh Congress 
Scheduled Caste Department helda 
meeting here on 25th February, 2016. 
The meeting was attended by all state and 
district office-bearers. AICC Scheduled 
Caste President Shri K. Raju and national 
convener Shri Jaydeep Kalia were present 
as chief guests.

Addressing the meeting, Shri Raju said that 
the NDA government at the centre wants 
to finish reservation for the Scheduled 
Caster, Scheduled Tribe, dalits and the 
backward class and by doing so they want 
to crush them. He said that the dalits 
in Madhya Pradesh were facing more 
atrocities.

Shri Kalia said that we have to strongly 
oppose these fascist forces to maintain 
our prestige.

Ten years of MGNREGA
Gwalior :  City  Dist r ic t  C ongress 
Committee celebrated the completion of 
ten years of MGNREGA at the Congress 
office here on 2nd February, 2016.

Shri Amar Singh Mohar, General Secretary 
of the City Congress said the Employment 
Guarantee Programme which was based on 
the thinking of Gram Swaraj was started by 
the UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi, 
Congress Vice-President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi and the former Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh which was named after 
father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi. This 
is one of the biggest employment schemes 
in the world.

MAHARASHTRA
Congress Protest against BJP 

Government
Mulund: Congress workers from Mulund, 
Mumbai, dressed up as ‘BJP Dacoits” 

symbolically looted employees provident 
fund of the working class while staging 
protest against the BJP government at 
centre for imposing tax on EPF withdrawals 
and demanded roll back of the decision. An 
earlier circular issued has already forced 
restrictions on withdrawal of the Employee 
Provident Fund followed by this proposal 
which is harsh and insensitive on the part 
of the government. The BJP government 
at the centre is actually behaving like 
dacoits who heartlessly loot belongings, 
savings and earnings of defenseless poor 
working class people and therefore we are 
portraying the BJP government as alleged 
dacoits by protesting Congress activists.

General Secretary of Mumbai North East 
District Congress Rajesh Ingle led the 
agitation alongwith Madhukar Mhatre, 
Baburam Choudhary, Arvind Mondkar, 
Anil Sawant, Shekar Pardeshi, Dharmesh 
Soni, K. Karunanidhi, Bhaskar Takalkar, 
Panchanand Mishra, Raju Kadam, Anil 
Singh, Ashok Gaikwad, Jitendra Sharma, 
Rakesh Raghavan, Russel Mark and others 
Congressmen.

“Don’t kill poor patients by 
making medication costlier”

Mulund: Congress workers from Mumbai 
(in Mulund), dressed up as patients 
& carrying huge symbolic replicas of 
medicines protested against the BJP led 
Central Government for proposing to levy 
import & excise duty on 76 Life Saving 
Essential Drugs which will make treatment 
of certain serious ailments costlier for the 
common man. They further demanded 
withdrawal of the said notification.

The Modi government has recently 
withdrawn Import Duty waiver & further 
Imposed Excise Duty on 76 Life Saving 
Essential Drugs thereby making saving 
lives costlier by approximately 22%. The 
move will literally make embracing death 
a cheaper alternative from 1st April, 2016 
onwards, celebrated as an all fools day 
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worldwide, thus aptly indicating that the 
common man has been made fool by the 
central government after luring them with 
assurances of affordable healthcare. 

Protest was led by Rajesh Ingle General 
Secretary of Mumbai North east District 
Congress along with Kailash Patil, 
Baburam Choudhary, Anil Sawant, 
Madhukar Mhatre, Prakash Indulkar, 
Shekhar Pardeshi, Senthil Tevar, Dharmesh 
Soni, Sanjay Jha, Vithal Satpute, Dilip Patil, 
Santosh Sonawane, Bhaskar Takalkar, 
Govind Gohil, Amrish Shah, Chetan 
Jadhav, Sunil Patil, Ganesh Nikam, 
Panchanand Mishra, Anil Singh, Jitendra 
Sharma and other Congress activists.

PUNJAB
Budget fails to address the 

issues of distressed farmers: 
Channi

Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
Legislature party chief Shri Charanjit Singh 
Channi on 29th February, 2016 slammed 
the union budget as having failed to come 
up to the expectations of the distressed 
farmers who are forced to commit suicide 
and the middle class looking for relief.

Reacting to the budget presented by the 
Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley in the 
Lok Sabha, Shri Channi said the Narendra 
Modi government should have announced 
onetime waiver of farmers’  loans, both 
institutional and non-institutional, while 
coming up with a long term policy to 
take care of the deepening agrarian crisis. 
However, the farmers had been ditched.

Channi said the hopes of the middle class 
too had been belied as it was expected 
that the exemption limit might go up as 
the real income has been going down due 
to inflation.

Channi urged Shri Jaitley to take into 
account both these factors and announce 
the necessary steps at appropriate 
time when the budget is to be passed.

Channi also questioned the Chief Minister 
Shri Parkash Singh Badal for having 
miserably failed to forcefully take up the 
farmers cause.

RAJASTHAN
Kamat said ‘Congress is 

among people’
Jaipur: A joint meeting of the Executive 
Committee and office-bearers was held 
at the Congress headquarters here on 3rd 
March, 2016.

Addressing the meeting AICC general 
secretary and Pradesh incharge Shri 
Gurudas Kamat said that trust in the 
thought of the party was the ‘mool mantra’ 
of a strong organization. He said all 
the Congress workers should do their 
responsibilities as per the directive of the 
state leadership. He said this dedication 
of party workers was witnessed in Gujarat 
recently when Congress won Panchayat 
elections in 24 of the 31 districts which 
were under the top leaders of the BJP and 
this was a historic victory. Such a unity 
will decide the victory of Congress in the 

Assembly elections.

Shri Kamat said that despite being not in 
power at the centre, Congress is present 
among the people. Congressmen should 
make the slogan of Congress president 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Congress vice-
president Shri Rahul Gandhi that Congress 
is with all class of people. He said that 
in future, programmes will be held to 
make the party active. He added that 
the executive has been expanded to give 
representation to all classes of people.

Pradesh Congress president Shri Sachin 
Pilot said that during the past two years 
the BJP has lost the trust of the people. 
With the abuse of Constitutional values 

in the state, the democratic value also has 
been insulted. The BJP representatives are 
dissolving their constitutional pledge and 
are speaking the language of criminals 
and the BJP organization in not taking any 
action but are giving them mute agreement. 
He said chief minister Smt. Vasundhararaje 
Scindia should ask pardon from the 
Congress and say sorry to the people 
because they are doing criminalization of 
politics. He said that today it is the duty of 
all Congressmen that in the interest of the 
nation and without any discrimination and 
according to the directive of our national 
leadership, we maintain secularism, social 
unity and personal independence which 
will generate trust for Congress among 
the people. The truth is, that a criminal 
case against mining scandal and Lalitgate 
incident should be filed against the chief 
minister and panchayat conference be 
organized in every district. He said a large 
Dalit convention will be held in Jaipur in 
April.

Protest against indecent 
remarks against Rahulji

Bikaner: The City and Rural Congress 

staged a demonstration here on 20th 
February, 2016 against BJP MLA Kailash 
Chaudhary from Bayatu in Barmer District 
for making indecent remarks.

Congressmen were protesting in front 
of the Police Commissioner’s office and 
later handed over a memorandum to the 
Police Commissioner for arresting Kailash 
Chaudhary.

City Congress president Yashpal Gahlot 
strongly condemned the indecent 
remarks made against Congress vice-
president, Shri Rahul Gandhi and said if 
Kailash Chaudhary is not arrested then 
the Congress protest would gain more 
momentum. 

NEWS
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UTTAR PRADESH
Meeting of all office-bearers 

held
lucknow: An important meeting of all 
the Vice-Presidents, General Secretaries 
and District/City President of the UPCC 
was held at the UPCC headquarters here 
on 10th March, 2016. The meeting was 
presided over by UPCC President Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri.

Also present in the meeting were AICC 
General Secretary and incharge, Shri 
Madhusudan Mistry, MP, leader of the 
Legislative party Shri Pradeep Mathur, 
Legislature Council leader Shri Naseeb 
Pathan, Shri Prashant Kishore and 
AICC Secretary and Pradesh incharge, 
Secretaries Ms. Zuber Khan, Prakash 
Joshi, former Minister Shri Ramkrishna 

Dwivedi and Shri Satyadev Tripathi, 
former MLC Harish Bajpayee and Seeraj 
Mehandi, former MLA, Shri Bhagwati 
Prasad Chaudhary.

In the meeting, various District and City 
Presidents gave information about their 
District and City Congress preparations 
for the 2017 elections and they offered 
their suggestions.

AICC General Secretary and incharge 
Shri Madhusudan Mistry addressing the 
meeting said that our fight in Uttar Pradesh 
was against the BJP because the present 
ruling party Samajwadi and its predecessor 
Bahujan Samaj Party were only working to 
benefit the BJP and to damage the coalition 
government of the Congress. If we defeat 

NEWS

the BJP then these two parties will also be 
defeated. 

UPCC President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
assumed that this time the decision on 
tickets will not be delayed. The decision 
will be taken on the recommendations 
of the District Congress Committee’s and 
of the observers. Complete transparency 
will be maintained and the tickets will 
be given to workers from among you to 
contest elections.

Ten years of MGNREGA
lucknow: ‘MGNREGA’ law was passed to 
give employment guarantee to the lower 
class of people, the poor and the labourers. 
The UPA Government by giving guarantee 
of employment has made an example in the 
world. This project had also guaranteed the 
minimum wages for the labourers. There 
is a provision for this in the Budget. There 
is a guarantee of minimum of 100 days 
of work under this programme. AICC 
General Secretary and incharge of UP, 
Shri Madhusudan Mistry said here on 2nd 
February, 2016that ten years have passed 
since the programme was started and said 
that the monitoring of MGNREGA was the 
duty of all Congress workers, so that the 
poor can get the benefit out of it.

The ‘MGNREGA’ Conference was presided 
over by UPCC President Dr. Nirmal Khatri 
to celebrate the ten years of MGNREGA 
which was a dream welfare project of the 
Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi for 
the weaker sections. All the MGNREGA 
monitoring committee members from 
every district and former incharge and 
representatives participated in this 
conference. The conference was conducted 
by Pradesh Congress General Secretary 
Shri Onkar Nath Singh.

Dr. Nirmal Khatri said that the way 
so many representatives attached with 
MGNREGA have turned up showed how 
much love you all have for the project. He 

said the Modi government at the centre 
was trying to give a big blow and the 
Pradesh government of Shri Akhilesh 
was trying to damage this project from 
the start.

Former Chairman of the MGNREGA 
monitoring committee Shri Sanjay Dikshit 
spoke about the benefits of this project and 
spoke about how the State government was 
trying to derail this programme.

Also present were AICC Secretary and 
co-incharge Shri Prakash Joshi, former 
Minister Shri Ramkrishna Dwivedi, 
former Minister Shri Satyadev Tripathi, 
former Minister Shri Rajbahadur, former 
MLC Shri Harish Bajpayee, Shri Ganesh 
Shankar Pandeya and Ms. Ansuiya Sharma 
with others.

Rahul Gandhi addresses Dalit 
leadership Conference 

lucknow: Indian National Congress Vice-
President, Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed the 
Dalit leadership development conference 
at the Congress headquarters here on 18th 
February, 2016.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said that the BSP 
President, Ms. Mayawati has done the 
work of crushing the Dalit leadership. 
Ms. Mayawati feels scared by the progress 
of the dalit leaders. He said that the BSP 
founder late Shri Kanshiram did a good 
job but his follower Mayawati has not 
used the built forum for good use. And 
this is the reason there is a big chance for 
the Congress.

Shri Gandhi said that the next government 
will be of the Congress. He said that the 
Congress workers should write down this 
fact on a paper and keep it. He said that the 
Congress wants to empower the Dalits in 
the state. Thus, the party is trying to bring 
the Dalit leadership to the fore. He said that 
this process will be carried out throughout 
the country and the party will give full 
chance to the Dalit youth.
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Shri Gandhi said that the country has made 
good progress during the past 70 years but 
the progress of Dalits was not satisfactory. 
He assured the Dalit workers of the party 
that the next government in the state will 
be of the Congress. He said the people will 
be astonished but later they will realize that 
it proved right.

Shri Gandhi said that the Congress is 
struggling against the thinking of the BJP 
and the RSS. People of the Sangh are being 
placed in institutes of higher education 
and their thinking is being forced upon 
the youth. He said that the Sangh wants 
to nurture the rights of those people who 
are standing in front of the queue while 
the Congress reaches the last person and 
makes him strong.

Pradesh Congress President Dr. Nirmal 
Khatri said that the feeling of the Congress 
towards the Dalit can be seen by the 
participation of the Dalits in the Dalit 
leadership Conference at the Congress 
headquarters which was addressed by 
Shri Rahul Gandhi. He said that prior 
to this conference the Scheduled Caste 
Department organized the Bhim Jyoti 
Yatra during the 125th anniversary of 
the Baba Sahib Bhimrao Ambedkar. Dr. 
Khatri said that through this conference 
the Congress wants to bring together all 
the Dalits in the state.

Pradesh Congress Committee Scheduled 
Caste Department Chairman Shri 
Bhagwati Prasad Chaudhary, former 
Minister Shri Rajbahadur, MLA, Shri 
Gajraj Singh and Bansi Pahadia, former 
MP, Balhani Babu, Dr. Lalti Devi expressed 
their views on various matters.

In  t he  D a l i t  C onference ,  SC/ST 
C ommission chairman and Dal it 
leadership development Conference 
organizer Shri P.L. Punia released a 
Lucknow manifesto which was made after 
hearing all the suggestions in favour of 
Dalits,  was also read out.

In the Dalit Conference AICC General 

Secretary incharge of UP Shri Madhusudan 
Mistry, AICC General Secretary Shri 
Mukul Wasnik,  Pradesh Congress 
President Dr. Nirmal Khatri, AICC SC 
Department Chairman Shri K. Raju, MP, 
Shri Pramod Tiwari and Dr. Sanjay Singh, 
Haryana Pradesh Congress Committee 
President, Shri Ashok Tanwar, Congress 
Vidhan Mandal leader Shri Pradeep 
Mathur, Vidhan Parishad leader Shri 
Naseeb Pathan also expressed their views.

Others who addressed apart from main 
speakers were former Union Minister Shri 
Jatin Prasad, former Pradesh Congress 
President, Dr. Rita Bahuguna Joshi, former 
MP, Smt. Anu Tandon, MLAs Shri Akhlesh 
Pratap Singh, Smt. Aradhana Mishra, Shri 
Ajay Kapur, SC Department coordinator 
Shri Shashank Shukla with thousands of 
representatives who had come from all 
over the country.

Guru Ravidas Jayanti held
lucknow: The anniversary of Guru 
Ravidas was celebrated here at the UPCC 
headquarters on 22nd February, 2016. The 
function was presided by former Minister 
and Pradesh Congress Disciplinary 
Committee Chairman Shri Ramkrishna 
Dwivedi while it was conducted by 
Pradesh Congress General Secretary 
Vice-President of the Scheduled Caste 
Department Shri K.K. Anand.

Shri Dwivedi said that in the present 
time the importance of Sant Ravidas has 
increased. He said Sant Ravidas was a great 
social reformer. Through his inspiration 
and teachings we can keep the society 
intact. We all Congressmen should today 
make a promise to follow on the path 
shown by Sant Ravidas.

Shri Anand said that Sant Ravidas uprooted 
the short comings from the society and 
wanted to make a society without caste 
or creed.

Tributes paid to Chandra 
Shekhar Azad

lucknow: The UPCC paid tributes to the 
great freedom fighter Shaheed Chandra 
Shekhar Azad on his martyrdom day 
on 27th February, 2016 at the Congress 
headquarters here. Pradesh Disciplinary 
Committee Chairman and former Minister 
Shri Ramkrisna Dwivedi presided over the 
function while Rajya Sabha MP, Dr. Sanjay 
Singh was the chief guest.

The function was conducted by Pradesh 
Congress Communication Department. 

Chairman and former Minister Shri 
Satyadev Tripathi. Dr. Sanjay Singh talked 
about life of Chandra Shekhar Azad who 
made a supreme sacrifice for the freedom 
of the country. Dr. Singh said that in the 
name of nationalism some forces are bent 
upon destabilizing the democratic set up 
of the country and Congress has to stop 
these forces at all costs.

Monthly meeting held
Raibareli: The monthly meeting of the 
District Congress Committee was held 
at the Tilak Bhawan here on 10th March, 
2016. The agenda of the meeting was the 
membership of the Youth Congress, to 
wish the candidates who won during the 
MLC elections and preparation for the 
coming Assembly elections.

District president, Shri Umashankar 
Mishra said that the victory of Congress 
candidate in the MLC election was the 
result of hard labour. For this, the workers 
are to be congratulated. The trust of the 
people that was seen during the District 
Panchayat and the Vidhan Parishad should 
be maintained for the Assembly elections. 
The people are fed-up of anti-people 
policies of the SP government and they are 

also ignoring the development policies and 
are cheating the people of the area.

Those present in the meeting were 
Panchayat president Avdesh Singh, 
Kamlakar Verma, B.K. Shukla, Sunil 

NEWS



Congress sandesh   |  41  |  MarCh  2016

NEWS

Srivastav, Shiv Karan Tiwari, Parmendra 
Pal Singh, Gulati, Sudarshan Ram, Manoj 
Paswan, Nirmal Shukla, Naushad Khatib, 
Rajesh Kureel, Kalyan Srivastav, Rahul 
Baypayee, Virendra Yadav, Anil Mishra, 
Abhay Trivedi, Pankaj Sonkar and others.

WEST BENGAL
West Bengal Youth show 

Black Flag to Narendra Modi
Kolkata: Under the instruction of Shri 
Ramen Pandey, President INTUC, West 
Bengal, on 21st February, 2016 West 
Bengal Youth INTCU under Presidentship 
of Shri Priyesh Tiwari (Rahul), President 

WB Youth INTUC along with workers and 
supporters of Youth INTUC showed black 
flag to Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister 
of India, in front of Netaji Indoor Stadium, 
in protest of JNU & failure of government 
on all fronts.

Around 150 Youth INTUC & Chhatra 
Parishad supporters protested and about 
22 persons have been arrested in the 
leadership of Shri Tiwari. Among the 
arrested are Shri Prabhat Tiwari, Vice 
President  WB Youth INTUC, Shri Rahul 
Pandey, President, Burrabazar INTUC 
Youth, Shri Dipak Banerjee, Damodar 
Pattaniak & Biswajit Sarkar of Howrah 

BJP ThROTTLIng ThE vOICE Of yOuTh

The Vichar Vibhag, All India Congress Committee (AICC) organized a 
Conference on “Freedom of Speech and Expression in Universities” on 14th 

March 2016 at Krishna Menon Bhawan, Indian Society of International Law, 
New Delhi. The key speakers were Dr Girija Vyas, Ms. Meira Kumar, Mr. Salman 
Khurshid, Mr Rakesh Khanna and Dr Aditya Narayan Misra. The conference 
has witnessed active participation of more than a thousand academicians and 
advocates.

Dr. Girija Vyas expressed grave concern on the depletion of university autonomy 
either in the case of FTII, Pune, Hyderabad, DU or JNU. She emphasized that the 
Congress/UPA governments always respected the University autonomy. Dr Aditya 
Narayan Misra initiated the discussion by delivering concept-note on the issue in the 
context of different universities where the present central government has handled 
the entire issue in an arbitrary and high-handed manner and using extra-statutory 
ways to curtail the autonomy of universities.  Ms Meira Kumar indicated that the 
central government is making a big mistake by curbing the right of free expression 
in academic institutions. Citing instance from Babu Jagjivan Ram’s and her own 
life, she brought out the significance of dissent in bringing social transformation. 

Mr. Salman Khurshid stressed on 
the importance of dialogue and 
debate for a better democratic 
country. Senior advocate Mr. 
Rakesh Khanna opined that 
the educational institutions 
are autonomous from the 
ancient period, but the present 
government wants to curb the 
voices of young minds. v

Youth INTUC, Shri Somdeep Ghosh, 
Vice President  Parishad, Shri Prosenjit 
Roy Chowdhury, DumDum LYC, Shri 
Shahid Qureshi, President Howrah Chattra 
Prishad, Shri Joydeb Bhaduri, Shri Santanu 
Das and others.

Nation pays tribute to 
our freedom fighters and 

distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Sarojini Naidu
Death Anniversary
2nd March

(1879-1949)

Sukhdev
Death Anniversary
23rd March

Bhagat Singh
Death Anniversary
23rd March

(1907-1931)

(1907-1931)

Rajguru 
Death Anniversary
23rd March

(1908-1931)
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INtERVIEW SERIES

Q. How did you get influenced by the Congress 
principles?
A. People in my area believed in Congress. They 
also had faith that Congress got us independence. In 
1960, at the age of 17 years, I joined the army, when 
I had not even passed high school. But I was getting 
education even in active service, passing exams. I 
later became an instructor at the IMA, and at one 
point was also a spokesperson. It was due to the 
rules created by the Congress government, that we 
in the army could keep studying, and prepare for our retirement 
at the age of 45 years with more capabilities. The armymen then 
appreciated the Congress for this. I served at the Lahore sector in 
62-63, at Dhaka in ’71, and at Kargil in ’73. Everywhere I saw, from 
60 to the 70’s, the armymen stamped for the Congress on their 
postal ballot papers.
I was in service when Smt. Indira Gandhi was martyred. All of 
us did not eat or cook. The armymen idolized her because she 
helped India’s defence tremendously by helping Bangladeshi 
independence, “Mukti Vahini”, and bombarding the entire fleet of 
Pakistan air-force due to which their atrocities remained at bay for 
8 years. Because of this, Congress became the armyman’s favourite.
Q. When did you become an active Congressperson?
A. I retired from the Army in 1988, and became a Congress 
member. I contested and became Gram Panchayat Pradhan of 
Arkedia Gram Panchayat with 24,000 votes. We had been active 
in the Uttarakhand Rajya Movement. The State was formed due to 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s strong initiative and she became very popular 
in Uttarakhand.
Q. Who is your ideal person?
A. Unquestionably, Smt. Indira Gandhi. She was really an Iron-
lady.
Q. Which is your most memorable time?
A. When Bangladesh became independent, the Armymen were 
jubilant. India’s defence had strengthened, Pakistan had weakened, 
and its air-force destroyed. We almost worshipped Indiraji for this.
Q. What difference do you find in the Congress now since 
earlier?
A. There is not much difference in the Congress. The belief in its 
tenets and principles are still the same in the grass-root activists. 
But society has changed with the times. So have the middle-cadre 
party members. They take the activism more as a career.
Q. How to re-strengthen the party?
A. It is true that Congress had been at a nadir sometime back. 
It was due to the combined effect of several factors. As a result 

We have started publishing since July, 2014 issue a series of special interview with the long term grass 
root workers of the Congress Party attached to the party for decades. 

-  Editor

InTERvIEw Of A DEDICATED COngREssmAn
Capt. Balvir Singh Rawat was born on 21st March, 1943, at Khirsu Village in Pauri, now in Uttarakhand. Joining the military at 

the age of 17, he retired in 1988 and since then has been a dedicated Congressman. -Interviewed by Dr. Jaya Shukla

the activists’ self confidence level had become low. 
Now that the party is emerging again, the self-
confidence, and with it the activeness of the cadres, 
is also re-emerging. Recent Bihar election results 
reflected this.
It is very important to strengthen the Congress. Its 
secular principles and principles based on holistic 
development and well-being are rooted in the basic 
culture and the very soul of our country. These 
are being attacked by the vested interests of the 

opposition. That is why it is dangerous for our country if these 
vested interests continue in the Central government for long 
periods.
It becomes important to create more awareness about Congress 
principles, good work done by the Congress, the revolutionary 
legal Acts and amendments brought by the UPA and the pro-
development schemes given, etc. It is necessary since the 
opponents appear to be experts in twisting facts, taking credit for 
the work done by Congress, changing the people friendly schemes 
to the extent that they become a burden for the common man and 
benefit only certain groups. They try to usurp popular Congress 
icons which the general public really respects, like Sardar Patel, 
the eye-glasses of Mahatma Gandhi, etc. But sometimes these 
actions become too transparent and expose them, as happened in 
the case of OROP. It was Indiraji who had talked of OROP in 1973. 
Even after her martyrdom the Congress said her dream would be 
fulfilled, and was working towards it. The NDA government from 
’99 to 2004 called it impracticable and put it in cold storage. In 
2006 the UPA agreed for the first installment of this for till 2006 
as Rs. 22 hundred crores. UPA 2 agreed for 23 hundred crores. 
Upon Shri Rahul Gandhi’s initiative in 2014, Rs. 500 crores were 
accepted for one quarter. The BJP government only dilly-dallied 
the issue with excuses, but did not implement it. It is important to 
contradict their wrong propaganda, and propagate the real facts. 
And this needs to be done in a well-planned manner. A separate 
department for this could help.
Also, Congress principles, its history, stories of sacrifices by its 
leaders and our independence struggle, should be reached to our 
youth in schools, villages, gram-sabhas, youth-clubs, libraries, 
etc. The youth is being misguided methodically by unfactual 
propaganda. These principles are the essence of our Indian culture 
and are the cement that unites our country. Parties with vested 
interests are attacking these very roots.
Q. What are/were your other interests?
A. I played football, like to sing, acted in dramas, and also write 
socially relevant songs.
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REPORt

The Chhattisgarh Pradesh Mahila 
Congress, under the leadership 
of AIMC President held a 

massive demonstration and dharna 
on 4th February against the local 
administration as Dhikkar Diwas in 
which about 2000 women participated. 
The gathering proceeded towards Chief 
Minister’s residence to do a Gherao and 
to seek speedy justice in all the cases 
related to atrocities against women. They 
presented a Memorandum to Hon’ble 
Governor of Chhattisgarh to this effect. 
They also met the mother of the victim.    

District-wise Shivirs were organized by 
Smt. Sheetal Mahatre, President Mumbai 
Mahila Congress in North-Central, 
South-Central, North-West and North-
East Districts of Mumbai on 19th & 20th 
February. AIMC President Smt. Shobha 
Oza was the Chief Guest in all the 
programs. All local leaders were present 
in the program held in their respective 
districts along with Smt. Monica Dias, 
Gen. Secy. AIMC & I/c Mumbai RMC.  

On 13th February, an organizational 
meeting organized by Smt. Pushpa 
Kandwal, newly appointed President 
of Noida Mahila Congress and her 
committee was held in Noida, U.P. 
Dr. Shobhna Shah, General Secretary, 
AIMC & Incharge UP PMC, Smt. 
Anupama Rawat, Secretary, AIMC & 
Co-Incharge UP PMC and Smt. Pratima 
Singh, President, UP PMC addressed 
the meeting. Similar organizational 
Meetings were held in Ghaziabad and 
Meerut Districts which were addressed 
by Dr. Shobhna Shah, General Secretary, 
AIMC & Incharge UP PMC, Smt. 
Pratima Singh, President, UP PMC on 
23rd & 24th February.   

A meeting of Tamil Nadu Mahila 
Congress was organized by newly 
appointed President 
Smt. Janseerani on 
17th February. A 
meeting of Karraikal 
District Mahila 
Congress, Puduchery 
was organized by Smt. 
Premlatha, President, 
Puducherry TMC 

mAhILA COngREss
on 19th February. 
Both the meetings 
were addressed by 
Ms. Nagma Morarji, 
General Secretary, 
AIMC & I/C Tamil 
Nadu & Puduchery 
PMC.  

On 7th February, a meeting of State 
Office Bearers, District & Block 
Presidents of Assam Pradesh Mahila 
Congress was organized by Ms. Shahnaz 
Yasmin Haque, President Assam PMC in 
Guwahati which was addressed by Smt. 
Barnali Dey Mohinta, Secretary, AIMC 
& I/c Assam PMC. They also Visited 
Dhekiajuli Assembly Constituency, 
District Sonitpur where a gathering of 
about 2000 Booth-level Mahila Congress 
functionaries was present. The meeting 
ended with Padyatra.

Smt. Shakuntala Rawat, President, 
Rajasthan PMC organized a District-
level Mahila Congress Convention in 
Ganganagar which was attended by 
about 1000 women. Dr. Veena Deswal, 
Secretary, AIMC & Co-incharge of 
Rajasthan PMC was present in the 
program. Smt. Sushila Negi, newly 
appointed President, Himachal PMC 
organized a meeting of recently 
elected women representatives in local 
governance on 3rd February which was 
attended by Smt. Talat Aziz, Secretary, 
AIMC & I/c HP PMC. Shri Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukkhu, President Himachal PCC 
was the Chief Guest of the program.   

Maharashtra PMC President Smt. 
Charulata Tokas attended a meeting of 
Nanded City & District Mahila Congress 
on 1st February. She also campaigned 
for Palghar Assembly Bi-Election on 4th 
to 6th February.  On 10th February, a 
meeting of Mahila Congress was held in 

Pimpri Chinchwad, Pune, Maharashtra 
which was addressed by Maharashtra 
PMC President. On 14th February, a 
Women Empowerment Convention 
was organized by Ratnagiri District 
Mahila Congress which was addressed 
by Shri Narayan Rane. An organizational 
meeting of Sindhudurg District 
Mahila Congress was attended by Smt. 
Charulata Tokas. A Beti Bachao March 
was organized by Maharashtra PMC 
in Navi Mumbai. Ms. Netta D’Souza, 
General Secretary, AIMC & Incharge also 
attended the March on 18th February 
2016. On 24th February, Smt. Charulata 
Tokas addressed meetings in Wardha & 
Raigarh Districts. 

Smt. Sonalben Patel, President Gujarat 
PMC organized Protest Marches across 
the State on 14th to 16th February, in 
protest against an acid attack on a girl 
from Mahesna, seeking speedy justice. 
Later, when the girl succumbed to her 
burn injuries, state-wide candle light 
vigils were held.  

A Mahila Congress Convention was 
organized in Bokaro by Smt. Abha 
Sinha, President, Jharkhand PMC on 
16th February in which Smt. Anita 
Ram, Secretary, AIMC & I/C Jharkhand 
PMC was present. Around 500 Mahila 
Congress workers attended the 
convention. 

Smt. Amita Bhushan, President Bihar 
Pradesh Mahila Congress organized a 
Protest Demonstration in Patna on 21st 
February against the NDA Government 

for its religious 
intolerance. Similar 
demonstrations were 
organized in other 
states also such as 
Gujarat, Uttrakhand 
etc.

(Shobhna Shah)
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PRESS BRIEFINGS

 AICC 
DIARy

SHOCKING REVElAtIONS!
Spokesperson: Shri Anand Sharma: He said that the “Shocking 
revelations in public domain make it abundantly clear that 
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, as Chief Minister of 
Gujarat, allowed nepotism, conflict of interest and brazen 
plundering of public land to promote commercial and business 
interests of entities closely connected to the kin of the then 
Revenue Minister & present Chief Minister of Gujarat, Smt. 
Anandi Ben Patel.

Allotment of 250 acres of government land next to ‘Gir lion 
Sanctuary’ without any valuation or price determination for 
a pittance was in gross violation of all known procedures 
and regulations governing allocation of public land in eco 
sensitive zones, allowing purchase of agricultural land by non-
agriculturists as also ‘change of land use’ of agricultural land 
for profiteering and commercial exploitation.

Following factual matrix may be noted:-

(i) In the year 2010, Gujarat government allotted 250 acres of 
land next to ‘Gir Lion Sanctuary’ in Village Patla, District Amreli 
to Wildwoods Resorts & Realties Private Limited (WWR) for 
setting up a resort. This land was allotted at a price of Rs.15/- per 
square metre i.e. Rs.60,000/- per acre. total price of the land, 
thus, came to only Rs.1.5 crore. This project was to be completed 
within five years of allotment as per the final Letter of Allotment 
dated 27.10.2010 issued by Collector, Amreli.

Estimated market price of this land was to the tune of Rs.50 
lakh per acre i.e. a total of Rs.125 crore for 250 acres.

(ii) Original promoter of Wildwoods i.e. WWR was Sanjay 
Vajubhai Dhanak. As admitted by him, he and Dakshesh R. Shah 
were “partners at the time of allotment”. Sanjay Vajubhai Dhanak 
also had zero experience of setting up resorts and runs only a 
jewelry business in Dubai.

(iii) WWR then proceeded to purchase adjoining agricultural land 
measuring 172 acres taking the total of land owned by it to 422 
acres (250 acres allotted by government + 172 acquired by WWR).

As non-farmers are not permitted to purchase agricultural land, 
WWR was granted permission to purchase private agricultural 
land. On 14.03.2011, State government permitted conversion 
of agricultural land to non-agricultural as purchased by WWR.

At the time of allotment of 250 acres of government land to 
WWR by Gujarat government, grant of permission for purchasing 

agricultural land to WWR and grant of permission for conversion 
of agricultural land to non-agricultural use to WWR, Shri 
Narendra Modi was Chief Minister and Smt. Anandi Ben Patel was 
Revenue Minister. Revenue Department is the nodal department 
for grant of allotment as also for grant of all these permissions. 
Smt. Anandi Ben Patel continues to be Revenue Minister till date.

No resort has been set up till date despite specific conditions 
of allotment.

In light of Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi’s assurance to the 
Nation of ‘zero tolerance for corruption’ and firm action against 
all acts of omission and commission, it becomes imperative that 
he comes clean on this matter to uphold the dignity of office of 
Prime Minister.

We ask the Prime Minister to answer the following questions:-

1.  Was the allocation of 250 acres of public land next to ‘Gir 
Lion Sanctuary’ in public interest as also in conformity with 
laws, regulations and established procedure for alienation of 
government assets?

2.  Was proper valuation or price determination for this 
government land done? What was the criteria for allotment of 
land to a company having no experience or knowledge of setting 
up resorts? Was Shri Narendra Modi aware of the loss caused to 
State exchequer?

3. Was Shri Narendra Modi aware of clear conflict of interest of 
the then Revenue Minister, Smt. Anandi Ben Patel while allocating 
the said land? Was this allocation based on a Cabinet decision 
and endorsed by Chief Minister and whether conflict of interest, 
if any was disclosed?

Unencumbered by the burden of political relationship and 
vested interests, answer to aforesaid question can only be 
ensured through an independent probe monitored by the 
Supreme Court to determine accountability under law of all 
those involved and responsible. We, therefore, demand that 
an SIt monitored by Supreme Court be established for a time 
bound probe in the entire matter.” For a fair probe, Gujarat CM, 
Smt. Anandiben Patel must resign. Friday, 5th February, 2016.

tAKE IMMEDIAtE ACtION
Spokesperson: Shri R.P.N. Singh: He said that the whole 
country heard the testimony of David Hadlee. After this hearing 
whatever statement he made, this makes it clear that when we 
were in the UPA Government, we were saying since then, that 
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what was known to India was known to the world, one more 
solid proof was given to Pakistan, in which non-state actors 
and state actor, there seems to be no difference.

Secondly, it may be the hard of ISI, Army establishment or be it 
Pakistan itself the proofs come clear after the testimony of Hadlee. 
All the extremist forces there, be it Lakshar-e-Taiba, Jamat-ud-
Dawa, Harkat-ul-Muzahadeen or be it Jaish-e-Mohhamad, their 
hand is seen involved after the statement of Hadlee and what we 
had been kept on saying, that Hafiz Sayeed, Lakhvi or be it Dawood 
Abriham, or be it Masood Ajhar or any others, their hands were 
involved in the terrorist activities in India.

26/11 is one such sad incident in the history of India and we shall 
get the closure report only after a detailed enquiry has been done in 
this case. Today, the government has a chance when that incident 
happened we were in power, UPA Government was in power, 
then the BJP use to accuse the UPA daily through newspapers, 
channels that Congress Party is soft on terror. If we were soft on 
terror then in 2008 after the 26/11 incident, we put pressure on UN 
in December to ban Jaamat-ud-Dawa which UN did so. America, 
after our pressure, put the America put the ban on Hafiz Sayeed 
and because of our pressure Lakhvi was immediately asked to be 
put in jail by the Pakistan government, who in 2014 is roaming 
free on jail.

I want to tell the Prime Minister and the government that if 
we were soft on terror, could we take such strong steps with 
so many witnesses that Pakistan and terrorist organizations of 
Pakistan were involved in this. We have some demands from this 
government.

The first demand is that pressure be put on Pakistan that with 
immediate effect that no state actors are involved in terrorist 
attacks against India.

Secondly, all the terrorist organizations there should be banned 
immediately. All those people who were behind this attack, 
Pakistan should send them to India whether it be Hafiz Sayeed, 
or be it Lakhvi or Dawood Abrahim, or Masood Azhar, lawful 
action can be taken against them in India.

The attitude of our government today, because a different 
diplomacy happens in Pakistan, today after this statement 
everyone in India has come to know that the proofs which our 
government gave to the UN, and to Pakistan, now after the 
testimony of Hadlee our country wants to ask this government, 
despite lot of promises they made during the elections, as to what 
action has been taken against those people, and what action or 
government will take against Pakistan, on state actors, non actors. 
This is very important if terrorist attacks are to be stopped in our 
country. If we were soft on terror what steps this government will 
take. As you know that testimony of Hadlee is still going on, proofs 
will come out, we want that the government takes immediate 
action. Wednesday, 10th February, 2016.

INtIMIDAtING tHROUGH GOONS
Spokesperson: Dr. Ajoy Kumar, Shri B.K. Hariprasad, Shri 
Bhupesh Baghel, Shri T.S. Singdeo: He said that “It has become a 
habit and matter of practice for BJP/RSS and the Narendra Modi 
Government to commit shameful and systematic atrocities on 

the Poor, Dalits and Aadiwasis and then to blatantly muzzle the 
voices of media and individuals- especially women journalists, 
who report on such atrocities by intimidating them through goons 
of the extended Sangh Pariwar.

Scheduled Tribes (along with Scheduled Castes) are at the 
bottom rung of BJP’s priority list. Modi government at the Centre 
has cruelly slashed the Budget for India’s Scheduled Tribes by 
Rs.12,406 crore in ST Sub Plan (from Rs.32,386 crore in 2014-15 
to Rs.19,980 crore in 2015-16). Monday, 15th February, 2016.

VIOlENCE AND HOOlIGANISM
Spokesperson: Shri Kapil Sibal: He said that the “Indian National 
Congress strongly condemns  the barbaric and inhuman 
attack in Patiala House Court yesterday on journalists, young 
students and teachers by BJP goons  led by their MlA, Shri 
O.P. Sharma. Delhi police remained a mute spectator as young 
students, teachers and journalists were assaulted and thrashed 
with impunity, inside the court rooms, in the court complex and 
outside it. Congress Party condemns this ‘culture of violence and 
hooliganism’ unleashed by Modi government.

 BJP is muzzling the voice of India’s youth, students, teachers, 
journalists, opposition and every individual organization that 
questions subjugation of disagreement or paralysis of governance. 
All such individuals or organizations are conveniently targeted 
by calling them ‘anti-national’ or ‘naxalites’.

May we remind that the same pattern was adopted during 
FTII protests, when the protesting students were called ‘naxals’. 
Students of ‘Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle’ in IIT Madras were 
banned merely because they dared to criticize Shri Narendra 
Modi. Students like Rohith Vemula and others were systematically 
persecuted on the campus of Hyderabad Central University and 
called ‘anti-nationals’ and ‘naxalites’.

Instead of taking action against a handful of those responsible 
for shouting anti-India slogans on JNU campus, identical 
pattern is being repeated by branding the entire JNU as ‘anti-
national’. Truth is that government is hell-bent upon destroying 
the autonomy of all premier educational institutions as also the 
spirit of students to ideate, debate, express and disagree.

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and his government have 
abdicated the responsibility of governance. They are blindly 
following the obscurantist agenda set by their masters i.e. the RSS.

Economy is in shambles. Exports have declined for 14th month 
in arrow. Core-sector manufacturing has dipped. Sensex has 
crushed leading to erosion of wealth and hard earned savings of 
small investors. Public Sector banks net worth as also shares have 
dipped by over 50%. What is the government doing?

Events being played out at JNU by BJP and its related organizations 
are a mere ploy to divert attention from paralysis of governance 
and grave economic crisis that the country is facing.

Congress Party does not need lessons in patriotism from those 
who are successors of ‘Godse’, those who sided with the British 
in the Freedom struggle; those who did not even choose to fly 
the National Flag at their Nagpur headquarter for 52 years after 
Independence; those who released dreaded terrorist Maulana 
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Masood Azhar and others in Kandahar, Afghanistan’ those in 
whose government terrorists reached and attacked the final temple 
of democracy i.e. Indian Parliament and those whose quest for 
propagation of personal leadership led to terrorist incidents like 
Dinanagar, Udhampur and recently Pathankot.

When Sakshi Maharaj eulogizes Nathuram Godse as a martyr for 
Mahatama Gandhi, BJP promotes him as member of their Central 
Working Committee instead of pressing sedition charges against 
him. When Damodar Naik, BJP MLA celebrated Godse as a martyr 
in Goa on this 30thJanuary, 2016; did BJP press sedition charge 
against him? What about filing sedition charges against all those 
who fly ISIS and Pakistani flags and shout anti-India slogans in 
Jammu & Kashmir?

It is about time that Modi government stop hoodwinking people 
of India and stop  suppressing the freedom of expression, right to 
debate, to ideate and criticize on part of the young and students 
of India.” Tuesday, 16th February, 2016.

MISGUIDING PARlIAMENt
Spokesperson: Shri Mukul Wasnik, Kumari Selja, Shri Manish 
Tewari: Shri Mukul Wasnik said that on 24th February HRD 
Smt. Smriti Irani made her speech in Parliament in a dramatic 
way. It was her effort not only to misguide the Parliament but 
the whole nation. What she said in Parliament included the 
Hyderabad Central University research scholar, Rohith Vemula, 
who committed suicide, his mother Smt. Radhika, raises a 
question in a press conference and says that I want to meet the 
HRD Minister and want to ask her that on what basis did she 
called my son a traitor.

HRD Ministry had written a letter in which Rohith and other 
Dalit students were termed as traitors. Rohith’s mother also raised 
this question that the HRD Minister raises a question work on 
certificate given on his caste and she also said that is this which 
came in her mind because the HRD Minister herself got the 
education certificates in this way?

It was a matter of concern, that when the discussion on very 
important subject, it was being thought that what the HRD 
Minister would say it would act as balm on the injuries on Rohith’s 
mother and other people, but this on the contrary acted as rubbing 
salt to the injuries, the speech of Smriti Irani acted in reopening 
the wounds.

Many things said were away from the facts. HRD Minister Smriti 
Irani said that Rohith had committed suicide but no doctor 
reached their till the next day morning, the Chief Medical Officer 
Rajshree who is the doctor in the Central University, said the 
opposite that on receiving the news of the incident she was there 

within three to four minutes the same evening in Rohith Vemula’s 
room, she not only reached there but made all efforts to revive 
him and then she informed the Vice-Chancellor that Rohith 
Vemula was no more.

Smriti Irani also said that police did not reach their till next day, 
which is totally wrong. Rohith Vemula’s brother who had reached 
there by eight thirty, he and Dr. Rajshree had said that the police 
had reached there the same evening. These two things which the 
HRD Minister said in Parliament was away from truth, is wrong, 
is false and is an effort to misguide the country.

With this the HRD Minister in a very dramatic way said one more 
thing that I was carrying out my duty and because of doing my 
duty I am being condemned, is it not a fact that the better written 
by Sukhbil Singh of HRD Ministry to the Vice-Chancellor, was it 
not written that the student was a traitor, can Smriti Irani say that 
some officer had written this letter and she had no responsibility, I 
am a Minister, but I did not write this letter. If any letter is written 
by the HRD Ministry the whole responsibility is of the HRD 
Minister, will remain her responsibility and if she deviates from 
it or makes any effort then she is not abiding by her responsibility.

She said one more thing that the Proctorial Board, which 
dismissed Rohith Vemula and other students, had a Dalit 
representative, but the Proctorial Board did not dismiss Rohith 
Vemula and his friends. On 16th November, 2015 the Executive 
Council of the University meeting was held in which there was no 
Dalit/Adivasi representative, that executive Council had dismissed 
Rohith Vemula and his friends, this fact has also been termed 
wrong by the HRD Minister, she is speaking a lie.

One more question that was raised by the HRD Minister is the 
case of Rohith’s caste certificate, the caste certificate is not given 
by the HRD Minister, the enquiry of caste certificate is not done 
by the HRD Minister, there is a set process, through that process 
Rohith Vemula got his caste certificate. If the decision is against 
it then the government should sort this and should reach the 
authority which gives it decision, should place their opinion. 
By raising such questions, you cannot misguide the people, the 
country and the Parliament. This is not proper.

The Indian National Congress will bring a privilege Motion against 
all the facts that were presented in the Parliament to misguide the 
Parliament and the nation by the HRD Minister Smriti Irani and 
whatever truth that will emerge and the difference that has been 
created by her speech and the trend she has started to misguide, 
which Smriti Irani had done, we shall bring this motion and take 
further action. Saturday, 27th February, 2016. v


