
Congress sandesh   |  3  |  april  2016

It is all very well to give laudatory speeches and speak as a messiah of the poor and downtrodden, 
it is another thing to actually show it in your actions that would establish the sincerity of the 
government in actually fulfilling these laudatory utterances. So much is being said about allocations 

for the draught hit farmers and what the government is going to do. It took the Supreme Court to 
shake up the government when it pulled up the Centre for not taking action to provide relief to those 
affected by draught which has led to the suicide by many farmers by providing the amount for the social 
welfare schemes to handle the situation. The Supreme Court Bench came down heavily on Gujarat and 
Haryana governments for filling shoddy statistics on the draught hit areas,   and also said that ‘People 
are dying, this is not some picnic you are having in Haryana’, Schemes like MGNREGA are neither 
being adequately provided for nor being properly implemented so that the farmers and villagers would 
get the benefit that was intended by the UPA government that launched these schemes.

The autocratic behavior of the BJP Government led by Modi ji has been reflected again and again in 
behavior towards the common man and the non-BJP ruled states. That the Prime Minister carries out 
only monologues and does not respond to the cries of the nation for the various touching issues it has 
faced since coming to power is now an established fact. People have started realizing this. But what has 
happened in Uttrakhand that led to the imposition of Presidents rule has no precedent. That they would 
blatantly subjugate the constitution to forcibly acquire the right to govern in the 21st century India was 
totally unexpected and uncalled for. Both the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha had to be prorogued to 
pass an ordinance for facilitating Uttrakhand to draw from its consolidated fund. This was done during 
the recess to the budget session of parliament. For the first time in the history of independent India the 
High Court at Uttrakhand was constrained to declare the imposition of the Presidents rule incorrect 
and it nullified the act of the central government, restored the assembly and gave directions for a floor 
test. Naming the Central Governments act as irresponsible the judgment said that on false hood and 
irrelevant and extraneous facts the center chose to recommend to the President the imposition of the 
Presidents rule. The Centre in fact tried to subvert the very constitution that they are sworn to preserve. 
The imposition of article 356 and the reasons why this can be applied has been dilated upon in various 
judgments and no more left to the will of the government. If the issue is of continuing majority then the 
floor of the house is the only forum for deciding. This judgment has been granted an interim stay by 
the Supreme Court since a copy of the detailed judgment was not available.   The Congress has respect 
for the judiciary and the process of law.  We are confident that justice will prevail.  Despite the strictures 
passed against the central government for blatant misuse of powers by the high court and the public 
outcry reflected in the media the adamant BJP leadership is not willing to let the matter now rest and 
continues to appeal against the order. The act of BJP will go down in history as one of the worst attempts 
to subvert democracy. BJP should put the nation before its nefarious designs and allow the laid down 
constitutional provisions to prevail.

The tragedy that has befallen the temple at Kerala due to the fire caused by the illegal crackers and the 
competition between groups to outdo each other has led to the loss of more than a hundred lives and 
injured several hundred people. This is extremely sad and unfortunate that this has happened once 
again in a religious congregation. Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi expressed her grief, which 
she shared with the families of those who have lost their lives. Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
while expressing his sorrow for the affected people expressed his satisfaction on the timely role of the 
state government in providing succor to those who were affected. What’s done cannot be undone but it 
is important to provide timely relief to those who have suffered or are suffering.

Five states are going through the process of electing their new assemblies after the terms were 
completed. The Congress is confident of forming government in the states where it was in power and 
also improving its position in the other states. 

The nation is celebrating the 125th Birth anniversary of its great son and stalwart who headed the 
committee that framed the constitution of India Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar. Babasaheb was a man 
of firm resolves and had a vision for the poor and the backward whose plight he set to improve through 
the constitutional provisions.

The nation also remembers its tall leader Babu Jagjivan Ram a leader of the backwards who held various 
important positions in the government continuously. v
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Pakistan establishment seems to be playing with the ineptitude of the Modi 
Government in its policy on international relations. The BJP Government and 
the 56” PM who was against exchanging ‘love letters’ between the Governments 
of India and Pakistan and called for confrontation against the neighbour for its 
acts of omission and commission continues to lower the dignity of the nation by 
unprecedented show of bonhomie when non exists.

There appears to be a total neglect towards the internal political situation in 
Pakistan. The Pakistan establishment which is a puppet in the hands of the 
Armed Forces and the forces of terror in their country is probably having a good 
laugh at the confused approach of our international policy with our neighbor 
which earlier allowed us the dignity of at least being in command. We have said 
repeatedly in these columns that it doesn’t seem as if the Modi government has 
any policy towards Pakistan or for that matter with any of our neighbours because 
of which it behaves so erratically. Talks are announced and cancelled unilaterally 
by both countries on one pretext or another. There is lack of direction towards 
how the issues between the two countries will be resolved without a credible 
dialogue process.

The recent invitation to a JIT from Pakistan to probe into the Pathankot incident 
was nothing short of a laughable farce. We asked the perpetrator of the injustice 
to come and witness what all its team did and where did they falter.  Probably to 
educate themselves as how to do it better again.  And the repayment of the large 
hearted Modi jis gesture was that they said India planned it all along to show 
Pakistan down. This is happening again and again. Ufa was followed by an attack 
at Udhampur and then Gurdaspur.  When Modi ji dropped in to wish the Pak 
PM a happy birthday, it was followed by Pathankot and so on. Every time when 
Modi Government shows its eagerness it gets a resounding rebuff. 

The nation must rise in unison to warn the Modi Government to stop 
continuously lowering the image of the country in international diplomacy. 
Dignified procedures evolved over a passage of time must not be ignored on the 
whims and fancies of some who do not have a clue to foreign policy.
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125th Birth AnniversAry of BABAsAheB

I am proud to be amidst you in this historic city of 
Nagpur on this momentous occasion as we conclude the 
125th birth anniversary celebrations of Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar.

So much has been said and so much has been written about 
this great son of India. 

Yet, all that has been said and written does not do full justice 
to this unique personality of a great social reformer. He 
was a man who accomplished so much in the face of cruel 
discrimination. 

Dr. Ambedkar is truly an inspiring figure. 

Dr. Ambedkar inspires us by the tremendous dedication and 
determination with which he fought for social justice and 
social empowerment. 

He inspires us by his sheer intellectual brilliance, by 
his awesome educational qualifications and by the 
courageous manner in which he fought to bring a life 
of pride and self-respect to crores of our countrymen 
and will continue to inspire us.

You all know that Jyotiba Phule had great impact 
on Dr. Ambedkar. See the co-incidence that on 
this very day 179 years ago Jyotiba Phule was born. 
Alongwith his wife Savitribai Phule and through the 
Satyashodhak Samaj, he championed the cause of the 
deprived and the discriminated.

Without Dr. Ambedkar, our Constitution would 
not have been the charter for social revolution, 

as it is today. Drawing experience from his own life, he 
enshrined in our Constitution and re-established the 
hopes and aspirations of crores of our countrymen and 
women.

Acknowledging of his unique expertise and capabilities, Dr. 
Ambedkar was chosen by the Congress leadership to become 
the chairman of the drafting committee of the Constitution.

Dr. Ambedkar himself expressed surprise at this. But 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
and others  were never in doubt. Dr. Ambedkar himself 
acknowledged the role of the Congress party when on 
November 25th 1949, he said and I quote: 

“It is because of the discipline of the Congress Party that the 
Drafting Committee was able to pilot the Constitution in the 
Assembly….The Congress Party is, therefore, entitled to all 

Congress Party raises its voice for the protection of 
democracy for the poor, deprived and women. The 

Congress will continue to raise its voice and will not be 
brought down at any cost: Sonia Gandhi

Our mulTiCOlOred CulTure, Our livinG 

TOGeTher in an aTmOSPhere Of PeaCe and 

amiTy, They are buSy in deSTrOyinG iT. They 

are buSy in dividinG The SOCieTy, are buSy in 

CruShinG demOCraCy. all ThiS iS haPPeninG On 

The direCTive Of an OrGanizaTiOn in naGPur. 

and whaT dOeS Prime miniSTer mOdi dO? 

mainTainS SilenCe. buT, we will nOT TOleraTe, 

will nOT allOw all ThiS TO haPPen.
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the credit for the smooth sailing of the Draft Constitution in 
the Assembly.”

Though we are exposing the achievements of this great son 
of India, but we cannot forget for a moment that the forces 
which bitterly opposed him till yesterday, want to use his 
name.

Ideologies and organizations that never took part in our 
freedom movement and made no contributions to the 
making of our Constitution are now, for their  divisive 
political purposes are trying to project themselves as the 
greatest champions of Dr. Ambedkar.

It is a matter of surprise, because these ideologies and 
organizations have time and again demonstrated their utter 
contempt for Constitutional values and practices. See for 
example, how democratically elected governments have 
been destabilized in Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 
Similarly, governments stategy is being made to topple our. I 
want to ask those people how do they repeatedly. 

These were the very forces, same people, same people of the 
BJP, who showed grave insensitivity, when students gave 
their lives because of the same oppression, the oppression for 
which Dr. Ambedkar was fighting.

Dr. Ambedkar was passionately committed to democracy 
which includes the top right to contest elections. yet, 
what do we find today in rajasthan and haryana ruled 
by the BJP over 80% of scheduled caste and scheduled 
tribe women on the pretext of education are robbed of 
their right from contesting elections to panchayats and 
nagarpalikas. it is my feeling that this is discrimination 
and gross injustice against my sisters.

On the one hand, the Prime Minister proclaims his admiration 
for Dr. Ambedkar. On the other, budgetary allocations 
are reduced  for key programmes like the scheduled caste 
special component plan, the tribal sub-plan,mid-day meals 
in schools and running of anganwadi centres. If this is not 

beST wiSheS fOr Gudi Padwa
new Delhi: Congress President, smt. sonia Gandhi 
has extended her good wishes on Gudi Padwa, Ugadi, 
Navreh, Cheti Chand, Chaitra Shukladi, Sajibu 
Cheiraoba and the beginning of the holy Vasantiya 
Navaratra to all fellow citizens.

Gudi Padwa is the first day of Chaitra month that 
marks the beginning of the New Year according to 
lunisolar Hindu calendar.

It has many names such as Samvatsar Padvo, Yugadi, 
Ugadi, Cheti Chand or and Navreh. It is also celebrated 
in the North East state of Manipur and is known as 
Sajibu Nongma Panba Cheiraoba. The people prepare 
a variety of cuisines on this day and later climb a 
nearby hillock in the evening.

India is a predominantly agrarian society where 
agriculture is the main occupation. Gudi Padwa is one 
of the most famous harvesting festivals of India that 
marks end of one season and beginning of a new one.

On this day the position of the Sun is above the point 
of intersection of the equator, which according to 
the Hindu calendar marks the commencement of the 
Spring Season. v

continued on page 12

hypocrisy, what is this?

And see the double speak of the RSS and the BJP on the 
whole issue of reservations for scheduled castes, scheduled 
tribes and OBCs. One day, you hear reservations must end. 
Another day, you hear someone else say reservations will 
continue. Let us not fall for this deliberate cynical game. The 
intentions are clear reservations is undoubtedly under threat. 

If Dr. Ambedkar would have been alive, he would have 
nothing but total contempt for these parties and individuals 
who want to appropriate his legacy.

I say so because Dr. Ambedkar was, above all, a questioning 
mind, not prepared to accept orthodoxy of any kind, not 
prepared to be a blind devotee of any individual or any 
institution or any ideology. 

Dr. Ambedkar embodied a spirit of reason, a spirit of inquiry 
and questioning.

And, it is this spirit that is being crushed by those in power 
in New Delhi.

These are the very forces which are against the light, they are 
building up an atmosphere of darkness. Such a surrounding 
will destroy our Ganga-Jamuna tradition. Want to finish 
Secularism.
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Of which thought was 
Ambedkarji speaking. In 
this country, it is said that 

thousands of years ago there was a 
person named Manu who walked 
on this earth. Now, I do not know 
whether such a person lived or not. 
But Ambedkarji was talking about the 
thinking of that person and what pain 
he was experiencing, the problem he 
was feeling was because of that. 

The Congress Party is standing 
with Ambedkarji and together with 
Gandhiji, nehruji, Patelji, Ambedkarji 
who were against that thinking of 
Manu, placed our Constitution. And 
struck a blow against Manu and a big 
blow against his thinking maybe such 
a blow may not have been struck in the 
past three thousand years, that blow 
was together struck by Ambedkarji 
and the Congress Party. Whether, it 
is about one man, one vote or about 
the Constitution, this pain not only 
hurt Ambedkarji but hurt crores of 
indians and it not only hurt once and 
not for a day but for thousand years 
and Ambedkarji and the Congress 
Party together took a big action. 

What was Ambedkarji saying? What 
was he saying in that class-room? He 
was saying that I may do anything, even 
if I become the better student, or I may 
come first in the class, I will not get that 
place. I will be asked that you are a good 
student and you come here and sit and 

do not speak much. He said about what 
he wanted to achieve, he said whatever 
I wanted to do in life then I would have 
to take permission from someone. If I 
wanted to drink water then one person 
was needed, the person standing there 
says that you can drink water. I talked 
about the Constitution, I talked about 
the blow and the truth is that we gave 
a tremendous blow to Manu and the 
thinking of Manu. Struck that blow 
through the Constitution. But whenever 
I tour my country, I see one thing very 
clearly. That the thinking of Manu is still 
present in India. And the Constitution 
is an initiative, vote is one way to erase 
this. But this fight cannot be won in two 
or three days, it is a long fight. 

you witness the work of the Congress 
Party, whether it is the Constitution, 
whether it is about reservation, 
whether it is about one man, one vote 
and if you look at the past ten years 
then you would see MGnreGA, right 
to food, right to information, these 
all works are against the thinking of 
Manu. Whenever, you see the word 
right, whether it is of information, 
be it right to food, be it the right 
to education, these all one Action 
against Manu’s thinking. And all 
these actions have been taken by the 
Congress.

For me, there are just two kinds of 
thoughts in India. One thought that 
protects the thinking of Manu and the 

other thought is that which attacks 
the thinking of Manu and there is no 
third thought in India. On the one 
side, Congress Party talks of equality, 
talks of poor, talks of poor people and 
on the other side, RSS-BJP protects the 
thought of Manu. This is the truth in 
this country. 

You may like it or not this is the truth 
in this country. You see what happened 
in Hyderabad? What happened in 
Hyderabad? A boy like Ambedkar 
stands up and says, look I have been 
asked to sit on this rug, I been asked 
to sit in this corner. I am an intelligent 
boy, I am no less than others, why have 
I been asked to sit here, why have I 
been asked to sit in the corner, why am 
I being oppressed.

Rohith Vemula raised the same 
question which Ambedkarji has written 
in this book and there is nothing new. 
And what happened? The government 
of India stands up, says that no, you 
will sit separately on this rug, you are 
a Dalit, you will sit there, you cannot 
sit here. If you are watching the dream 
of progress, then stop visualizing those 
dreams otherwise we shall crush you 
and kill you. This has been said by 
Narendra Modiji, his Minister has said 
so, the RSS people have said so. And 
when that boy stood up, stood up on 
his own capability when they said no. I 
do not agree with you, I will not stand 
alone. I will stand here in the middle 

ambedkar and COnGreSS were 
aGainST The ThinkinG Of manu: 

rahul Gandhi
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with all others. I am no less than 
others, then the government of India 
crushes him, kills him. People say that 
he committed suicide. No, he did not 
commit suicide, he sacrificed himself 
for India, he sacrificed himself for this 
country. He said that he does not want 
to live in a country where there is no 
place to stay for a person like him and 
he gave an example, therefore I went 
there. Therefore, I am sitting with 
them, standing with them and will fight 
alongwith them.

on the other side there was talk of 
water Ambedkarji used to talk about 
political power, used to talk of ruling 
power. he talked about organization, 
organize yourself, get organized, 
Congress Party just not gave you the 
vote. Gave you the biggest instrument 
in Panchayati raj. Lakhs of people 
have benefitted out of Panchayati 
raj. someone is becoming a Pradhan, 
someone is making a road. We have 
brought power to the village, what 

happened, did the weaker section got 
to rule, got power, got strength. now, 
you see what the BJP is doing. on the 
one side it is making out effort to wipe 
out Panchayati raj. 

In Haryana and in Rajasthan it is said 
that if you do not go to school then you 
cannot contest the Panchayat elections. 
What is happening? Lakhs of Dalits, 
dalits women who can contest elections 
will not be able to contest elections. 
On the one side there is an attack on 
democracy, it is an attack on Panchayati 
Raj and on the other side they are 
stopping you from getting education. 
Privatization of schools. There are two 
India. One India for the poor, in the 
Public school India in which studies 
will not take place, and the other is the 
India of the selected people, the India 
of Private school in which people will 
have money, will be able to go and those 
who do not have money will not be 
allowed. And the same they are doing 
with the Universities. Who crushed 

Rohith Vemula. Vice-Chancellor did. 
Who appointed the Vice-Chancellor, 
the RSS. 

Today, there is no one University in 
India where RSS people are not placing 
their people. What is their goal? 
Their goal is to stop you from getting 
education in University. So that you do 
not get education, so that you do not 
go to a good university. So that you 
do not go to good colleges and this is 
their purpose. This, they are not doing 
only in education, see the Bureaucracy. 
Today, the Ministers do not run the 
Ministries, today RSS people are placed 
as OSD who run the Ministry. BJP MPs 
tell me in Parliament that here there is 
only one man’s rule. One person and 
one organization, Narendra Modi and 
RSS and no one else. Nothing is asked 
from us here, nothing is said to us 
here. Modiji speaks in ‘Mann ki Baat’ 
and the whole country hears him. It 
does not make any difference if a Dalit 
dies, Adivasi dies, farmer dies, labourer 

continued on page 12
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reservation is under threat!
The entire Kasturchand Park Ground 
was packed during the Congress public 
meeting.   Sources claimed that more 
than one lakh people were present 
during this meeting.

Congress party showed their might 
to RSS and BJP in Nagpur city that 
hosts Deekshabhoomi which was 
where Dr Babasaheb BR Ambedkar 
propagated the concept of social 
equality. It appeared as if Congress 
party was challenging the BJP right in 
the Sangh Bhoomi.Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi addressed a mammoth 
rally organised to mark the conclusion 
of 125th birth anniversary celebrations 
of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, at 
Kasturchand Park in Nagpur on 11th 
April, 2016.

Launching a scathing attack on 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and 
Bharatiya Janata Party, president of All 
India Congress Committee Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and Vice-President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said that those who have always 
opposed Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, are 
now trying to use his name on one 
hand, while on the other they are trying 
to scrap reservations to Dalits and 
tribals. The two leaders resolved that 
the Congress will fight the Manuwadi 
mindset with all its might and will not 
surrender to them. 

The well-attended rally was organised 
by AICC as culmination of the 125th 
birth anniversary celebrations of Dr 
Ambedkar. Smt. Sonia Gandhi lamented 
that those who always opposed Dr 
Ambedkar, are now cashing in on his 
name. Without mincing words, she 
charged that RSS and BJP are playing 
divisive politics and have virtually 

stomped on Constitutional tenets.

“The Indian Constitution protects 
the weaker sections of the society by 
extending reservations to them. The 
biased stance of RSS and BJP on this 
burning issue exposes their hypocrisy 
on the issue. The reservations to tribals 
and Dalits is in grave danger. Those 
in power want to finish secularism 
in the country. In a way, they want to 
systematically stamp out democracy. 
For this, they are creating cracks in 
Indian society,” alleged Smt Sonia 
Gandhi. 

Raising her voice against “injustice”, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi said, “Congress 
is committed to protect democracy, 
Indian values and ideals. Congress will 
forever fight against injustice.”

Taking on BJP, the Congress President 
raised doubts on the stature of PM 

SOnia, rahul Gandhi PainT naGPur in 
COnGreSS COlOr; aTTaCk rSS in iTS den

the entire nagpur’s Kasturchand Park Ground was packed during the Congress public 
meeting.  sources claimed that more than one lakh people were present during this meeting.

Congress party showed their might to rss and BJP in nagpur city that hosts Deekshabhoomi 
which was where Dr Babasaheb Br Ambedkar propagated the concept of social equality. it 

appeared as if Congress party was challenging the BJP right in the sangh Bhoomi.
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Narendra Modi. 

“The Centre is dancing to the tunes 
of RSS. Modi is projecting himself as 
an Ambedkar follower but is actually 
scrapping the schemes meant for the 
uplift of the downtrodden. If he has 
no love for the poor, why pretend to 
be a follower of Dr Ambedkar. With 
communal forces threatening to divide 
the country, the silence of PM Modi is 
surprising,” said Smt. Sonia Gandhi. 

Alleging unconstitutional interference 
by Modi in the functioning of 
Uttarakhand and Arunachal Pradesh 
administration, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
alleged he is trying to destabilize other 
parties’ governments. 

Will never bow to Manuwadi 
mentality: rahul Gandhi 
Coming down heavily on RSS and 
Narendra Modi in his address, 
Congress Vice-President Rahul Gandhi 
said one man and an organisation are 
running this country. Even BJP leaders 
and ministers are gossiping about it. 
The Modi government is promoting 
pro-Manu ideology and the Congress 
will not tolerate it. 

“It is Congress’ responsibility to protect 
the interests of Dalits, unemployed, 
backward classes, women and the 
downtrodden. No matter how much 
they hound me, I will never bow to 
Manuwadi mindset,” roared Congress 
Vice President. 

Shri Rahul started his address with a 
roaring cry of ‘Jai Bhim’. He said Dr 
Ambedkar drafted Indian Constitution 
to fight pro-Manu mentality, to give 
justice to Dalits and to provide equal 
status to all.

He said Dr Ambedkar used 
Constitution as a weapon to combat 
Manuwad. “Congress helped Dr 
Ambedkar draft the Constitution and 
is still trying to keep his thoughts alive. 
Congress will not tolerate any changes 
in the Constitution. It is a long struggle, 

not fought in a day or two. Laws like 
RTI, food security, employment, land 
security, etc are anti-Manu. That is why 
we created and implemented them,” 
said Shri Rahul Gandhi. He insisted 
that RSS and BJP are contemplating 
protecting pro-Manu culture. “They 
are pro-Manu. The praises now heaped 
by Modi on Dr Ambedkar appears to 
be completely pretentious,” said Shri 
Rahul Gandhi. 

vemula martyr
Shri Rahul Gandhi said that in 
Hyderabad University, Rohit Vemula 
tried to emulate the ideologies of Dr 
Ambedkar. 

“But the government muzzled and 
pressurized him. His views clamped, 
Vemula revolted and killed himself. He 
sacrificed himself for the country. He 
did not want to live in a country where 
there is oppression. That is why I went 
to Hyderabad, to fight for him and his 
cause,” said Shri Rahul Gandhi. 

Panchayat-raj curbed
“Congress strengthened the poorest 
sections of the society through 
Panchayati Raj, Weaker sections were 
empowered. Modi-led BJP, however, is 
trying to finish Panchayati Raj,” alleged 
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi. 

He said, “In Rajasthan and Haryana, BJP 
said that the uneducated cannot contest 
elections. This is unconstitutional and 

Congress opposes it.” 

Shri Rahul Gandhi claimed that 
BJP, under the patronage of RSS, is 
influencing the education system.   
“Vemula was pressurised by a chancellor 
who was RSS sympathizer. There is not 
a single varsity in India where RSS” 
presence is not felt. RSS, not ministers, 
are making policy decisions,” alleged 
Rahul.

‘Happy to visit Deekshabhoomi’

SOnia, rahul Pay hOmaGe TO 
dr. babaSaheb ambedkar
“It is a matter of joy for me to visit 
Dikshabhoomi. I pay tribute to 
Babasaheb with great respect and 
affection”, said Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi in her remark in the 
visitors’ book at Dikshabhoomi on 11th 
April, 2016. Along with her, Congress 
vice-president Rahul Gandhi put his 
signature in the visitors’ book affirming 
the remark of Sonia Gandhi.

Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi 
reached Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar 
International Airport at 4 pm and 
immediately after landing, the 
duo reached Dikshabhoomi where 
they were welcomed with bouquet 
by Dikshabhoomi Smarak Samiti 
president Bhadant Nagarjun Surai 
Sasai and Secretary Sadanand Fulzele. 
Both Sonia and Rahul offered flowers 
to the statue of Dr Ambedkar. Rahul 
Gandhi offered flowers to the statue 
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of Tathagath Buddha and later took 
darshan of Dr Ambedkar’s asthi kalash. 
Both Congress President and Vice 
President duo sat in the meditative 
mood before the statue of Buddha and 
Ambedkar.

Ashok Chavan, Sushilkumar Shinde, 
Kripashankar Singh, Nitin Raut, 
Sadanand Fulzele, Rajendra Gavai 
were present on the occasion. later the 
committee members took them around 
and showed the Bodhi tree.

silver Buddha statue
After Congress President, Smt.Sonia 
Gandhi and party Vice-President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi spent some quiet 
moments at Deekshabhoomi here, 

they were presented a silver statue of 
Buddha. Chairman of Dr Ambedkar 
Smarak Samiti Bhante Sarai Sasai 
and close associate of Dr Ambedkar 
Sadanand Fulzele presented them 
mementos on the occasion.

Earlier Smt. Sonia, Shri Rahul and 
former home minister Shri Sushil 
Kumar Shinde and others paid floral 
tributes to Ambedkar. Then they sat 
down near the urn containing his 
ashes with closed eyes. They meditated 
for some time and then were showed 
around the complex. 
Congress President smt. sonia 
Gandhi wanted to spend more 
quite moments

A rePort

dies or an unemployed dies. But the thinking of Manu has 
to be protected in India that is most important thing for 
them. This is the difference between us and them, we talk 
of democracy, talk of empowering people, talk of education, 
talk of panchayati raj. 

Tomorrow, I am going, going to Mumbai. Narendra Modi 
talks of ‘Make in India’. Says, that I will provide jobs to 
crore of people and those who are working in the jewellery 
business, small artisans, small businessmen they are calling 
me that you come here, and sit on a dharna. Will Modiji hear 
them. So, all those who are weak, who do not have money, 
who do not have strength, who do not have a voice, they 
are being crushed, they are being oppressed. This country 
cannot be run like this and this country cannot progress like 
this. 

The Congress Party will stand before them, every worker of 
the Congress Party will stand before them. Congress Party 
will protect the poor, weaker people, dalits, minorities, 
unemployed youth and the women. And whenever they try 
to thrust their thinking then they would see the Congress. 
Why are they after me, why do they only attack me? You think, 
they attack me because they know that whatever happens I 
will not bow down before the RSS thinking. I will not bow 
down before the thinking of Manu. Because I know that this 
thinking has destroyed this country. This very thinking has 
made this country weak. This very thinking has made this 
country bow down. I would never like to see this country bow 
down. v

Dr Ambedkar Memorial committee 
Chief Sadanand Fulzele informed 
that the Congress President, Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi reached 
Dikshabhoomi around 4.00 pm. They 
were taken inside the complex. Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Shri Rahul Gandhi 
spent some quiet moments here. 
They were presented a silver statue of 
Buddha. Then they sat down near the 
urn containing his ashes with closed 
eyes. They wanted to spend some more 
time but due to time constraint it could 
not happen. They paid floral tributes to 
Ambedkar once again and then left. v

Our multicolored culture, our living together in an atmosphere 
of peace and amity, they are busy in destroying it. They are 
busy in dividing the society, are busy in crushing democracy. 
All this is happening on the directive of an organization in 
Nagpur. And what does Prime Minister Modi do? Maintains 
silence. But, we will not tolerate, will not allow all this to 
happen.

This function marks the completion of the year-long 
celebrations by the Congress Party of the 125th birth 
anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar but our campaign to uphold, 
that he stood for, will continue.

Over the past six decades and more, the Congress has single-
mindedly pursued the goal of empowerment of the scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes, OBCs and minorities, women 
and has maintained the work for their welfare. This is our 
Constitutional obligation for the Congress. We feel that this 
is our moral duty. 

At last, i assure you that for the protection of the democracy 
for the poor, deprived class and women and shall for the 
protection of their rights, the Congress Party will continue 
to raise its voice and the voice of the Congress Party will not 
be brought down at any cost.

At last, my heartfelt thanks to all of you for coming in this 
function. Jai Hind! Jai Bheem! v

ambedkar and Congress were against the thinking 
of manu: rahul Gandhi

Congress Party raises its voice for the protection of 
democracy for the poor, deprived and women. The 
Congress will continue to raise its voice and will 
not be brought down at any cost: Sonia Gandhi

continued from page 9continued from page 7
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There is no place for welfare and upliftment of dalits 
in the ideology of the BJP. BJP wants that the dalit 
would never become part of the mainstream - 

society and they would remain dependent lifelong on the 
mercy of others. To bring them to the mainstream has 
never been the BJP’s priority. The vice-president of the 
Congress Party, Shri Rahul Gandhi while addressing the 
Dalit Sammelan organized by Pradesh Congress Committee 
at Ramleela Maidaan in Jaipur on 13 April 2016, underlined 
the discriminations Baba Saheb Ambedkar had to bear 
during his schooldays. He said that the difference between 
the Congress and the BJP with regard to the thinking and 
approach towards dalits is like that of day and night. BJP 
wants that the dalit should remain disengaged and detached 
whereas the Congress wants that as an integral part they 
should equally contribute to the development of our 
country.

Shri Gandhi said that the BJP is trying to paint the murder 
of a dalit as a case of suicide and is doing every bit to negate 
the atrocities being inflicted upon them. The BJP overlooked 
the heinous crime of rape and murder of an adolescent at 
Nokha. It clearly indicates that the BJP does not want to 
provide justice to dalits. After visiting Barmer and meeting 
with the parents and relatives of the deceased, I was shocked 
to find that they are constantly under threat of their own 
safety, let alone getting justice. The Central government is 
responsible for the suicide of Rohith Vemula in Hyderabad. 
He noted that Rohith was a meritorious student who was 
struggling for his bright future. Since he was a dalit, he was 
pressurized to the extent that he had to commit suicide. 
He further told the gathering that a painting which was 
the creation of the deceased is hanged prominently in 
the CM’s office and the CM herself had written a letter 

recognizing her talent. Despite all these things, when the 
relatives approached the CM’s office for justice, the CM 
avoided the matter and thus unveiled the real character of 
her party. In the same way, the minister of external affairs 
also invalidated the reality of Rohith Vemula as a dalit. He 
said that the Congress will fight on every front under the 
leadership of PCC chief, Shri Sachin Pilot as long as the 
government would not accept our demand that the Nokha 
crime should be investigated by the CBI. Only then, it can 
be ensured that the victim will get justice. He reassured the 
gathering that if the BJP tries to suppress dalits in the state, 
the Congress will not tolerate it at any cost. Every worker 
and leader of the Congress Party is dedicated to ensure the 
safety of dalits.

Shri Rahul Gandhi further said that Baba Saheb Ambedkar 
and the Congress empowered every citizen with the right 
of one person – one vote. The Congress lowered the voting 
age from 21 to 18 years in order to preserve the democratic 
values by the active participation of the youth. The 
Congress fortified the foundation of social security through 
MGNREGA and other schemes but it was dismantled by the 
BJP only within two years. The BJP has conspired to make 
educational qualification as a requirement for Panchayat 
elections with a view to eliminate dalit representation. 

The president of PCC, Shri Sachin Pilot while addressing 
the Sammelan said that he is grateful to Shri Rahul Gandhi 
whose participation in this programme has filled dalits with 
a sense of pride and strength. He further said that wherever 
in the country dalits are exploited, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
certainly reaches out there and strengthens their voice so 
that they may get justice. The state has a woman CM, but 
surprisingly the number of cases involving exploitations 
of dalits and women has increased manifold. When dalits 

we demand fOr Cbi inveSTiGaTiOn in delTa 
meGhwal’S raPe and murder CaSe: rahul Gandhi

DALit sAMMeLAn
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raise their voices, the whole government machinery 
comes into action to suppress them. The state 
president of the BJP is terming the Nokha incident 
as a case of suicide. He is trying to downplay it. 
The CM on the other hand, intends to dishonor 
the relatives of the deceased in place of extending 
consolation and sympathetic approach. The BJP has 
32 MLAs belonging to schedule caste but none of 
them has been given a berth in the cabinet. It shows 
that the BJP has ill-will towards dalits. He reassured 
the gathering that the Congress had always been 
with dalits and will remain so in future. Those who 
intend to exploit dalits have to face the Congress first. The 
dalit community feels encouraged by the participation 
of Shri Rahul Gandhi. He has reached out to parents and 
relatives of the deceased in Barmer. This step has liquidated 
despair and gloom among dalits and at the same time 
provided immense strength to them.

The former CM Shri Ashok Gehlot, while addressing the 
Sammelan said that Shri Rahul Gandhi is the true follower 
of the principles of Baba Saheb Ambedkar. He is extending 
his support to dalits reaching out every nook and corner of 
our country in order to restore peace and social harmony. 
On this occasion, the leader of opposition Shri Rameshwar 
Dooda said that the BJP has breached the trust of people. No 
promise has been fulfilled. No creation of job opportunities 
and on the contrary, the government has snatched away jobs 
and thus increased unemployment. 

The AICC general secretary and incharge if the state, Shri 
Mirza Ershad Baig said that the BJP is working against 
the principles laid down by Baba Saheb Ambedkar for the 
overall development of society. In place of safeguarding the 

interests of dalits, the BJP is trying to hide the incidents 
involving their exploitationand in this way intensifying 
their plight. 

The national president of the SC Cell of the Congress Party, 
Shri K. Raju strongly condemned the approach of the BJP 
towards dalits. He underlined the policies adopted by the 
Congress for the upliftment of dalits. He made allegations 
on the BJP for invigorating dalit exploitation. He appealed 
the dalit community to stand solidly behind the Congress 
Party. The national president of the SC Commission, Shri 
P.L. Punia noted that the BJP has duality of approach 
towards dalits. He condemned the BJP for the ideology of 
RSS that has always been against the Congress leaders and 
its policies. This is the reason why the BJP doesn’t has faith 
in the upliftment of dalits. Senior leaders of the SC Cell of 
the Congress Party also addressed the Sammelan.

The vice-president of PCC and media chairperson, Dr. 
Archana Sharma provided the information that Shri Rahul 
Gandhi and Shri Sachin Pilot reached out to the relatives of 
the deceased at Nokha in Barmer and consoled them. After 
that they participated in this Dalit Sammelan. v

DALit sAMMeLAn

rahul Gandhi meeTinG wiTh family memberS Of laTe delTa meGhwal
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Guwahati (Amguri/
Biswanath):  Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi campaigning for Assam 
Assembly election on 30thMarch, 2016 
cautioned the people of Assam against 
the design of saffron alliance accusing 
them of threatening the social fabric 
of the state if voted to power.

Slamming the  BJP-led alliance in 
Assam as coming together of “two 
dangerous forces of communalism and 
divisiveness”,  Smt. Sonia Gandhi  and 
also accused Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi  of “insulting” people of the 
state and going back on promises of 
development.

Addressing her first public meeting in 
the run up to the 2016 assembly polls 
at Amguri, Congress President Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi took potshots at the 
Prime Minister for his remarks linking 
his humble origin as a tea seller with 
Assam tea and said, “Those working 
in the tea gardens as well as tribals 
are asking when will the good days 
(achche din) come.”   ‘Achche din’ was 
Modi’s poll slogan in 2014 Lok Sabha 
polls.

She alleged, “BJP is trying to topple all 
state governments ruled by Congress. 
If possible, they would have done the 
same in Assam.”

Repeatedly claiming “insult” of 

Assamese and North-East people 
by BJP, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said the 
composite culture of the state was in 
“danger” and if BJP-AGP-BPF alliance 
government came to power in the state, 
the “era of peace and development”, 
which she claimed was brought during 
the 15-year-rule of Tarun Gogoi in the 
state, would be under “threat”.

Talking at length about the 
contribution of Congress in bringing 
peace and prosperity in Assam, 
Congress President said “this time 
the composite culture of Assam is 
in danger because two dangers have 
come together here. One is communal 
and the other is divisive.”

Positioning Congress as the counter-
force to these powers, Smt. Sonia 

Gandhi asked, “Why so they oppose 
the Congress party and its workers? 
Because they know it well that 
Congress represents all sections of the 
Assamese society. They know that in 
15 years of Gogoi’s rule, Assam has 
emerged as a peaceful and progressive 
state.”

“When they had ruled the state, it was 
known for anarchy and extremism. 
If such people came to power, the 
era of peace and development which 
continued for last 15 years will come 
under threat.”BJP’s ally was in power 
in Assam twice in the past.

She alleged “discrimination” against 
Assam by Modi government, and said, 
“After all, why brothers and sisters 
of North East and Assam are being 

Assam polls: Congress President begins first phase 
campaigning and addresses two rallies 

mOdi inSulTinG aSSam, bJP-led 
allianCe COmmunal, diviSive: 
SOnia Gandhi
Congress President said “this time the composite culture of 
Assam is in danger because two dangers have come together 
here. One is communal and the other is divisive.”
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insulted so much? Why Tarun Gogoi 
is being insulted this much? Why 
people of Assam are being insulted so 
much?

Positioning the Congress as the 
counter-force to these powers, 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi asked, “Why so they oppose 
the Congress and its workers? Because 
they know it well that the Congress 
represents all sections of Assamese 
society. They know that in 15 years 
of Gogoi’s rule, Assam has emerged 
as a progressive State.”Smt. Gandhi’s 
emphasis on the alleged “insult” of 
Assam, Assamese and the state Chief 
Minister is somewhat akin to the 
strategy adopted by Nitish Kumar in 
Bihar, who had made an issue out of 
certain remarks by Modi projecting 
them as insult of Bihar.

In Assam, polling for the first phase 
of polls will be held on April 4 for 
65 seats. The scrutiny of nomination 
papers was held on March 19 
and March 21 was the last date of 
withdrawal of nominations.

Assam has a total of one crore 98 lakh 
voters. The Election Commission has 
announced two-phase voting for the 
14th Assam assembly elections on 
April 4 and 11, while the votes will 
be counted on May 19. The tenure 
of the Tarun Gogoi led- Congress 
government comes to an end in June.

vOTe fOr 
COnGreSS, Pm 
mOdi CreaTinG 
divide amOnG 
PeOPle: SOnia 
Gandhi
sarukhetri/ Jagiroad 
(Assam): Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi 
on 7th April, 2016 
accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of making grandiose 
statements during his visits abroad 
while “spreading hatred” at home.

“Modiji jab videsh jaate hain toh sabko 
gale lagate hain, aur awam ko lekar 
badi badi batein karte hain, par desh 
mein wapas aakar nafrat failate hain” 
(When he goes abroad he embraces 
all and talks big about the nation, 
but on returning he is engaged in 
spreading hatred) Congress President, 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi said at an election 
meeting in Lower Assam’s Sarukhetry 
in Barpeta district.

The danger of communalism is 
looming large over Assam as the BJP is 
spreading communalism and dividing 
society, which has thrived for ages 
on the principles of love, peace and 
harmony,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi said.

“Assam is a shining example of 
harmony with its people following the 

teachings of Sankardeva and Azaan 
Fakir. Modiji  and his Ministers are 
moving across the State making false 
promises and creating divide among 
the people,” she said.

“BJP’s communal politics is controlled 
from Nagpur [RSS headquarters] and 
this is a grave danger to democracy,” 
she said.

She said the development plan of 
Congress had always included people 
of all religions, castes and creeds and 
they had taken all parties along.

“Congress jodne ka kam karte hain, 
BJP todne ka (Congress does the work 
of uniting, while BJP of dividing,” she 
said”Congress does the work of uniting 
while the BJP of breaking,” she said.

Ms. Gandhi alleged that the BJP 
had no regard for the Constitution 
or democracy as was evident from 
“their plan to destabilise the Congress 
government of Assam and removal 
democratically elected governments in 
Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.”

“The Prime Minister is keen 
on stifling our voice,” she said. 
“They have forgotten our “Ganga-
Jamunaparampara” and made a 
mockery of our traditions,” she said. 
“They have only one agenda   to fool 
and divide the country by giving false 
promises and coining new slogans and 
advertisements.”

‘Congress brought peace’
“I do not want to argue about how 
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the BJP interprets the term. But for 
the Congress, the complete change in 
scenario after it came to power in 2001 
was a big change. The law and order 
situation was terrible when Gogoi 
took charge as the chief minister in 
2001 but the scenario has changed 
completely and this is the change 
that has come to the state during the 
Congress’s 15-year-long rule,” she told 
the massive gathering.

Fifteen years ago, Assam was faced with 
insecurity, instability and violence and 
it was Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and 
his Ministers who toiled hard to bring 
peace, development and progress.

Educational institutions for youths, 
employment to lakhs of people under 
the MGNREGS, reservation for 
women in government jobs, schemes 
for development of the girl child, 
improvement in the health sector 
are some of major initiatives taken 
by the Assam government under the 
Congress.

“It is the chief minister and the 
Congress members who have brought 
‘parivartan’ (change) in Assam. 
Former Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh’s dedication and keen interest 
also ensured the development of the 
State.” She also paid tributes to former 

President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, 
who hailed from Barpeta, and other 
freedom fighters of the district.

“What kind of change has Modi 
brought to the country during 
his tenure till now? Farmers are 
committing suicide and prices of 
essential commodities are increasing. 
Is that the change the country has got 
from Modi?” she asked.

“UPA Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh brought a bill to safeguard the 
right of the farmers. Modi attempted 
to safeguard the right of industrialists, 
keeping farmers’ issue aside,” she said.

Chief minister Tarun Gogoi, 
who accompanied the AICC 
president, also dwelt on the term 

parivartan  (change) and what it 
meant. “Sarbananda cannot give 
Assam ananda (happiness), he will 
ruin the state,” he said at Sarukhetri.

At Jhargaon, he challenged the BJP 
to show the presence of any illegal 
migrant in the state so that action 
could be taken against him/her. “But 
harassment of Indian citizens in the 
name of illegal migrants will not 
be allowed. If there is influx from 
Bangladesh, what is Rajnath Singh 
(Union home minister) doing?” he 
asked.

PCC president Anjan Dutta, who also 
attended the rallies, alleged that the 
BJP and the AIUDF have a clandestine 
understanding. v
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Karbi (Assam): Asking voters in Assam to reject  BJP  in 
the Assembly polls,  Rahul Gandhi  on 29th March, 2016 
said if it came to power, the state will be run from the RSS 
headquarters in Nagpur or the PMO.

He also warned the people that BJP will only stoke violence 
in the state and end the atmosphere of peace ushered in 
by Congress.

“We want everyone should think and should act for one’s 
culture, language and that no one is suppressed in the 
country. What does BJP want in Assam? First they will come 
and ask for your votes and then Assam will not be run from 
here, but will be run from Nagpur or the Prime Minister’s 
Office,” he said addressing a poll rally here in Karbi district.

Gandhi said wherever BJP has gone it has brought violence 
and has disturbed peace and cited the example of Haryana 
where within months of its coming to power there was 
violence between jats and non-jats.

“The truth is wherever BJP goes, it tries to make people 
fight with each other. For example in Haryana, for 10 years 
there was peace and no violence or anger was there when 
Congress was in power, but within months of BJP coming to 
power there was violence and jats and non-jats are fighting 
with each other.

“You have seen what has happened in Gujarat. In Bihar 
they tried to bring violence before polls and in Assam too 
they are trying to spread violence. They will end the peace 
that has come here after violence stopped. They don’t think 
about you or Assam, they just want to impose one ideology 
and thought on the entire country, what RSS people say,” 
he said.

Gandhi also accused Prime Minister  Narendra Modi  of 
making false promises and said the people of Bihar have 

sent him packing in a “direct flight” from the state as he 
failed to fulfil any of the promises made to them during Lok 
Sabha polls.

While BJP wanted one kind of thought to be imposed across 
the country it was Congress that took everyone along and 
did not want anyone to be suppressed irrespective of one’s 
religion, caste or area, he said.

“If one thought is imposed across the country, what will 
happen to your language, what will happen to your customs, 
our history. Because this country is not of anyone or one 
thought, but crores of people of different languages, history 
live here and this country belongs to all.

Attacking the Prime Minister and asking people to reject 
BJP as they did in Bihar, Gandhi said, “the next time Modiji 
comes to Assam, ask him about the promises he made to you 
for bringing back black money, tackle price rise, funding of 
Assam and providing MSP for farmers, ask him as to which 
promise he has fulfilled.

“Because this question was posed to him by people of Bihar, 
as he made a lot of promises during Lok Sabha polls and 
when he returned during assembly polls a few months later, 
people of Bihar asked about these promises none of which 
were honoured and said he is ‘deceiver’ and decided to teach 
him a lesson. They sent him packing to Delhi in a direct 
flight. Now people of Assam also have to do the same.”

Shri Rahul Gandhi accused Modi of not fulfilling his 
promises of bringing back black money, bringing down 
prices or addressing the plight of farmers and the poor and 
instead allowing people like Vijay Mallya and  Lalit Modi, 
who possessed black money, to escape from the country.

“When I asked him in Parliament about his unfulfilled 
promises, he did not answer me,” Gandhi said, asking 

rahul Gandhi also warned the people that BJP will only stoke violence in the state 
and end the atmosphere of peace ushered in by Congress.

Assam Poll :Congress vice President's visit

aSSam will be run frOm naGPur if bJP COmeS TO 
POwer, SayS rahul Gandhi
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people to pose these questions to Modi now when he comes 
to seek their votes.

Congress President, however, made a host of promises 
himself from providing 10 lakh jobs to youth, filling up all 
vacant government posts, giving jobs to 2 lakh teachers, 
providing rice at Rs 2 a kilo, cold storage facilities and 
agriculture banks to farmers and housing for all.

Apart from Rs 1,000 crore package announced by Tarun 
Gogoi, he also promised to open a medical, engineering and 
nursing college in the area.

“We make promises and fulfil them. In the last 15 years, 
Congress party and Tarun Gogoi has worked for you and 
will work faster in the next 5 years. We will not leave behind 
anyone, be of any religion, caste or region or place and our 
government will be of all religions, castes and places and 
will take everyone along,” he said.

BJP will face Bihar fate in Assam: rahul
Dibrugarh/tinsukia: Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said on 31st March, 2016 the BJP would replace 
Assam’s history and culture with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh ideology, if it wins the elections.The people of Assam 
would, however, stop this “dangerous design” by emulating 
Bihar in showing the door to the Bharatiya Janata Party and 
its regional allies, he added.

Addressing rallies at Dibrugarh and Tinsukia district in 
eastern Assam, Congress Vice President Gandhi hit out at 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for failing to bring back 

black money stashed away in foreign lands.”Modi talked 
about bringing back black money from abroad and putting 
Rs 15 lakh in each Indian’s bank account. I ask why Mallya 
and Lalit Modi are still abroad then.””(In one hand) Modi 
talks about bringing back black money and on the other 
hand Mallya flees the country. Two-three days before his 
departure, Mallya and (Finance Minister) Arun Jaitley had 
talked in the Parliament House. I ask what discussion took 
place between them,” Shri Gandhi said.

He said the BJP government has launched “kala dhan ko 
safed karlo” (convert your black money into white) scheme 
while Modi talks about fighting black money, the Congress 
leader said and demanded that BJP speak the truth.

He was referring to the new amnesty scheme announced in 
the Union Budget for black money holders to come clean.

“Modi will lecture in Assam but will say nothing about 
Mallya, Lalit Modi or the ‘fair and lovely scheme’. They 
(BJP) think they can go on lying and people will go on 
listening to them,” he said.Referring to the black money 
amnesty scheme, he said, “I have named it ‘fair and lovely 
scheme’ because any gangster, militant, criminal in India can 
convert their black money into white money by just going to 
the government and paying minimum tax on it.””Instead, he 
lets major bank defaulters like Vijay Mallya go and enjoy life 
abroad. There’s also the example of Lalit Modi,” Congress 
Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

He criticized Modi for failing to keep his promises made 
during the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.”Tell Modi to fulfill his 
promises first and then come to Assam,” he said, advising the 
prime minister to listen to the voices of the underprivileged 
before forcing his ‘Mann kibaat’ on them.

“The Modi government has taken away more than they have 
given you. They have taken away 12 beneficiary schemes for 
the poor and they have withdrawn the free ration for tea 
plantation workers,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Moran (Dibrugarh) is a major tea growing centre in eastern 
Assam, and a majority of the voters are Adivasis  often 
referred to as “tea tribes”. 

Digboi (Tinsukia) is famous for tea, oranges, ginger 
producing districts. It has the oldest oil refinery of the 



Congress sandesh   |  20  |   april  2016

country.

Congress committed to ‘Make in Assam’: rahul 
Gandhi
Congress Vice President said Congress will provide 
employment to more than 10 lakh youths.

Goalpara (Assam): Campaigning for the second and last 
phase of elections, Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
said his party is committed to ‘Make in Assam’ initiative to 
provide employment to more than 10 lakh youths.

“Our party is committed to the welfare and development of 
the poor and the Congress government led by Tarun Gogoi 
was committed to ‘Make in Assam’ to provide employment 
to the youth of the state,” Gandhi said at an election rally on 
4th April, 2016.

The first phase of polling was held today in the state. “Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi speaks of ‘Make in India’ but for us 
the development of Assam and its youth are priority and we 
have been doing it for the last 15 years.

“If you recall the situation in 2001 before the Congress 
came to power, there was violence and killings all over the 
state. The Congress with its policy of love and 
compassion brought about a change to ensure 
development of the local people,” he added.

It was the Congress that brought peace and 
started the development process in the state 
leading to a rise in the per capita income, 
constructing more than 24,000 kms of roads, 
setting up three new medical colleges and 
providing scholarships to more than seven 
lakh students in the state, he said.

“We don’t make false promises like Modi 
did before the last Lok Sabha elections but 
we toil hard by giving our blood and sweat 
to improve the condition of the poor in the 
country,” Gandhi said.

“I have also asked Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to provide 
free medical help in state-of-the-art government hospitals 
to those having annual income below Rs 2.5 lakh,” he said.

The Congress cares for farmers, labourers, youths, women 
and weaker sections and is committed to their security and 
development.

rahul talks on development
Bongaigaon/Goalpara/Dhubri: The ruling Congress today 
turned its gaze on lower Assam ahead of the second phase of 
Assembly polls on April 11 with party Vice-President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi urging voters not to allow the BJP to form the 

government in the state as it will be either controlled by the 
Prime Minister’s Office or the RSS.

Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed three rallies in the lower 
Assam districts of Goalpara, Dhubri and Bongaigaon during 
hisrecent visit to Assam.

Addressing his last rally of the day at Gandhi Maidan under 
Abhayapuri (South) Assembly seat in Bongaigaon district.

Rahul opened his address with “namaskar” and “as-salaam-

alaikum” and reminded voters that the battle of ballots this 
time was between two sets of ideologies.

He said the Mahatma taught “unity amidst diversity” 
while Savarkar and RSS attempted to “mount a particular 
“thought” on the people of the country and whosoever did 
not follow it, “violence was unleashed on them”.

Chief minister Tarun Gogoi, referring to a remark made by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his recent visit to 
the state, said, “ Shagune hao dile burah goru nomore (Old 
cow never dies by the curse of a vulture)” and said the stars 
were not in favour of the BJP. “Therefore, we will win the 
polls this time too and also form the next government at 
the Centre and make Rahul the Prime Minister,” he added.

eLeCtion CAMPAiGn
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PCC president Anjan Dutta, who is not contesting the polls 
to devote more time to campaigning in this high-stake 
elections, also said the BJP had not seen the development 
that had taken place under the Congress in the past 15 years.

Rahul started the day with a rally at Latima in Goalpara 
West constituency. He launched a scathing attack on Modi 
for failing to fulfil his promise of bringing back black money 
stashed outside the country and giving each Indian a share 
of Rs 15 lakh.

“I am in search of an Indian who has received Rs 15 lakh 
from the Modi government. Modi can only give assurances 
but can’t fulfil them. Our aim is to make Assam a developed 
state. Modi assured Make in India but our aim is to Make in 
Assam,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

He also said while Modi had promised to return black 
money, his finance minister Arun Jaitley had introduced 
the “fair and lovely scheme” by which black money could 
be made white.

Rahul addressed his second rally at Dumordah, 25km from 
Dhubri town, where he repeated what he had said in Latima. 
AICC general secretary in charge of Assam, C.P. Joshi, also 
addressed the rally attended by Congress candidates from 
Dhubri, Gauripur, Golokganj, Bilasipara East, Bilasipara 
West and South Salmara.

In the second phase, elections will be held in 61 seats and 
has a significant population of Muslims.All the rallies 
attracted huge crowds. 

rahul Criticises Modi for silence on Probe into 
Panama Papers
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi accuses Narendra 
Modi of not instituting a probe into the Panama Papers 
featuring Abhishek Singh, son of Chattisgarh CM Raman 
Singh

Kamalpur/Dhamdhama:  Congress Vice-President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi on 8th April, 2016 attacked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, accusing him of making ‘big promises’ on 
bringing back black money and asked him to explain why 
he has not instituted a probe into the matter of the name of 
Chattisgarh Chief Minister Raman Singh’s son featuring in 
the Panama Papers.

“The Panama Papers have been leaked and many names 
have been mentioned about black money kept in Panama. 
It has also mentioned that Chattisgarh chief minister’s son 
Abhishek Singh has account in Panama,” Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said while addressing a Congress poll rally Kamalpur for 
the second phase of Assam Assembly election on 11 April.

“Modi makes big promises to you about bringing back 
black money kept abroad. He should have at least said why 
no investigation has been ordered into the featuring of the 
chief minister’s son name in them,” He said.

Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi  said he had 
asked Modi in Parliament why former Indian Premier 
League (IPL) chief Lalit Modi, who had escaped from the 
country, had not been brought back. “Modiji did not utter 
one word in response.”

“Before Vijay Mallya fled the country he met Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley in Parliament. Lalit Modi, who stole 
thousands of rupees, is also being kept outside the country,” 
he alleged.

Claiming that the Modi government was not taking action 
against black money hoarders, Congress Vice President 
said, “Recently Jaitley brought a new ‘Fair and Lovely 
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scheme’ whereby any gangster, goon, drug dealer can make 
their black money white by just taking it to the government 
and paying minimal tax on it.”

Modi, he said, only made false promises during Lok Sabha 
elections about bringing back black money. “None of the 
Indians have received the Rs.15 lakh of that money in their 
bank accounts as assured by Modi.”

The Panama Papers are leaked confidential documents 
on detailed information about offshore companies listed 
by a Panamanian corporate service provider showing how 
wealthy individuals, including public officials, conceal their 
money from public scrutiny.

Addressing another election rally at Dhamdhama, the 
Congress Vice President said this time two parties with 
diametrically opposite ideologies were contesting in the 
Assam Assembly elections. “Congress believes in working 
for peace and development with feelings of brotherhood. 
On the other side is the BJP, RSS which indulge in divisive 
politics and talk only about violence, make one Indian fight 
with another Indian, Hindus with Muslims”, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said.

Claiming in whichever the state BJP forms government 
it creates violence there, Gandhi said, “In peaceful and 
developed Haryana they made Jat fight with another Jat 
within five or six months after coming to power there”.

Stating that 15 years ago when BJP’s present poll alliance 
partner Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) was in power in the 
state and the saffron party was at the centre, he said, “There 
was only sad news, violence and people dying till Congress 
came and restored the peace and normalcy in the region”.

There was no progress and development in Assam during 

the AGP rule, he alleged. “And now they have come to you 
asking you to vote them back to power.Why vote for them 
when they can bring no development to Assam?”  Congress 
Vice President asked.

Speaking about the work done by Congress in the state, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said, the ‘biggest’ gift has been bringing peace 
to the state. Gandhi said, “In Assam, 15 engineering colleges 
have come up, four lakh youths have got employment, 60 
lakh houses were built under Indira Awaas Yojana, people’s 
income increased from  Rs.6,000 to  Rs.  24,000, roads 
extended from 6000 km to 24000 km, three medical colleges 
set up making available three times more doctors to the 
state”.

The Congress vice president said that “Congress, if voted 
back to power, would also ensure employment to two lakh 
teachers, fill up vacant government jobs, give scholarships to 
children of poor families for preparing for the civil services, 
address problems faced by farmers by ensuring that they get 
proper price and market for their products,” Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi said. v
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trAGeDy

Kollam: More than 100 people were killed and 280 injured 
when a major fire broke out in the Puttingal Devi Temple 
complex at nearby Paravoor early on 10th April, 2016 when 
sparks emanating from a fireworks display ignited a store 
room filled with crackers and pyrotechnic material.

The figures were confirmed by Kerala Chief Minister Shri 
Oomen Chandy. Those injured in the tragedy have been 
rushed to Trivandrum Medical College.Offering his deep 
condolences to the deceased and their families, Chandy 
announced ex-gratia relief of Rs 10 lakh to kin of each of 
those killed and Rs 2 lakh for seriously injured.

As the temple festival was on, fireworks display had 
commenced at the temple precincts since midnight and 
hundreds of people had gathered to watch the show.As 
the fireworks and pyrotechnics display was coming to a 
close at 3 AM, an explosion is suspected to have occurred 
at the storeroom ‘Kambapuram’ filled with crackers and 
pyrotechnics materials.

Thousands of people had gathered at the temple precincts 
to witness the fireworks display which were on since 
midnight when the fire broke out.The whole area plunged 
into darkness as the power supply went off and people ran 
helter skelter.

Kerala Home Minister Ramesh Chennithala has ordered a 
judicial probe into the incident.

Chandy, who was on an election tour, has cancelled all his 
programmes to rush to the accident site.

Asked about the death toll, the Chief Minister said the 
number would go up as reports are pouring in from 
different hospitals, where the injured have been admitted.
The government would extend treatment facilities to the 
injured persons in the hospitals preferred by their relatives, 
he said.

Congress President, smt. sonia 
Gandhi has expressed deep shock and 
grief at the tragic incident of deaths 
caused by fire at Puttingal temple in 
Kollam. Praying for the departed souls 
and well being of the injured, Smt. 
Gandhi has asked the Government to 
ensure ample and immediate relief 
measures.  In a letter to Chief Minister 
of Kerala Shri Oomen Chandy and said “I write to you in 
this hour of devastating tragedy that has taken more than 
a hundred lives and injured many more, to reiterate my 
grief and concern. The Congress Party, as indeed the entire 
nation, stands with the people of Kerala today.

I am certain, that as discussed with you earlier over 
phone, the Government of Kerala is ensuring all possible 
relief measures in terms of medical treatment, emergency 
protocols and compensation.

Providing medical relief, financial assistance and bringing 
the guilty to book immediately will, I am sure, be a priority, 
and will be ensured without delay.

I pray for the peace of the departed souls and the well-being 
and speedy recovery of the injured”.

Congress vice President shri rahul 
Gandhi alongwith State Home Minister 
Shri Ramesh Chennithala, Shri A.K. 
Antony and other senior leaders has 
visited the hospitals and met the 
victims of the tragic incident. Earlier 
in message by him said “News of the 
devastating fire at Puttingal temple,  in 
Kollam, Kerala is extremely shocking. 
My prayers are with the families of those who’ve lost loved 
ones in this terrible tragedy”. v

102 killed in maSSive fire aT kerala’S 
PuTTinGal TemPle

CM Chandy announced ex-gratia relief of rs 10 lakh to kin of each of those killed and rs 2 lakh for 
seriously injured.
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COnGreSS PreSidenT exPreSSeS deeP 
anGuiSh and COndOlenCe TO marTyrdOm 
Of CrPf JawanS
raipur:  A powerful landmine blast struck a truck filled 
with para-military soldiers in central Chhattisgarh, 
killing seven policemen, in the latest attack by Naxals on 
30th March, 2016.

The rebels looted the weapons in the truck after exploding 
the  mine which left a massive four-feet crater in the 
road, a deadly pointer of the amount of explosives used. 
Another: The truck was blown to pieces.

The vehicle carrying the Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) officers hit the landmine as it travelled through 
the forested and remote Dantewada district, 220 miles 
south of the capital, Raipur.

Congress President smt. sonia Gandhi has expressed 
deep anguish and condolences over the martyrdom 
of CRPF Jawans in a land mine blast in Dantewada, 
Chhattisgarh. Condemning the mindless violence 
perpetrated by the Left Wing Extremists, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi hoped that the guilty are brought to book at the 
earliest.

In a separate message Congress vice President shri 
rahul Gandhi said “My heartfelt condolences to the 
families of the brave CRPF jawans martyred in the attack 
in Dantewada, Chhattisgarh. I salute their courage”.

Dantewada, part of the mineral rich Bastar region, has 
long been a Naxal stronghold. v

triButes

arjun Singh memorial lecture

TribuTeS Paid TO  
arJun SinGh Ji

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi paid tributes 
to Shri Arjun Singh on his fifth death anniversary at 
the Teen Murti Auditorium on 9th April, 2016 in New 

Delhi. Speaking at the memorial lecture Congress President  
said that "Arjun Singh ji was a tall leader, who made decisive 
contribution to the national politics. For him secularism, 
democratic India was a subject of steadfast faith. He left from 
amongst us five years ago and during this period the politics 
of the country has changed rapidly. Whatever is happening 
these days in the society, I see and I think many times, that 
a personality like Arjun Singh ji is needed all the more today. 
This really is a matter of concern, that there is a grave danger 
today to our democracy, pluralism and the secular values. 
Impressed by the personality of Jawaharlal Nehru ji, Arjun 
Singh ji joined the Congress. With Indira ji and Rajiv ji, he 
carried out many important responsibilities. Whether it was 
the government or the party, whatever role that was given 
to Arjun Singh ji, he did his duty to his full capacity. His 
administrative style  administration, commitment and basic 
values were full of dedication.

As the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh he took bold steps 
of empowering the tribal communities and other deprived 
sections.

He had great interest in encouraging arts and craft, Bharat 
Bhawan of Bhopal is an example of this fact. As the Governor of 
Punjab, his contribution will go down in history for restoring 
peace in Punjab during the period of extremism. Remaining in 
the UPA government, his role will be remembered for making 
the foundation strong for modernization of education on 
progressive thinking.

I have closely watched the working style of Arjun Singh ji in 

the organizational matters. Including history, he had deep 
knowledge of different ideologies, social and economic 
challenges. His thoughts were strong and gave his opinion 
only in a measured way. I have often felt his absence today 
and miss his counsel specially when faced with challenging 
decision.

Arjun Singh ji was a relentless fighter against communalism 
who spoke out fearlessly against those forces who seek to 
polarize our diverse society. I am happy that his family has 
taken encouraging initiative in keeping alive his memories.

Our Rashtrapati Pranab Mukherjee ji and Arjun Singh ji 
were close colleagues for almost four decades and both drew 
inspiration from Indira Gandhi. It will only be appropriate, 
therefore, that the Rashtrapatiji delivers the First Arjun Singh 
Memorial Lecture.

With these words, I offer my tributes to Arjun Singh ji. Jai 
Hind. "v
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vieWPoint

In commemorating Babasaheb 
Dr. BR Ambedkar’s 125th birth 
anniversary, we also celebrate his 

legacy. Revisiting, and reaffirming our 
commitment to his ideas is perhaps 
the greatest tribute we can pay to him. 
Addressing the Constituent Assembly 
in January, 1950 he incisively argued 
that “in politics we will have equality 
and in social and economic life we will 
have inequality. In politics we will be 
recognizing the principle of one man one 
vote and one vote one value. In our social 
and economic life, we shall, by reason 
of our social and economic structure, 
continue to deny the principle of one 
man one value”. 

Appealing to the nation’s conscience, he 
asked “how long shall we continue to 
live this life of contradictions? How long 
shall we continue to deny equality in our 
social and economic life? If we continue 
to deny it for long, we will do so only by 
putting our political democracy in peril. 
We must remove this contradiction at the 
earliest possible moment or else those 
who suffer from inequality will blow up 
the structure of political democracy.”

Numerous social reformers dedicated 
their lives to overthrowing the unjust 
social order that oppressed millions of 
Indians. Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
and Mahatma Jyotirao Phule stand 
foremost amongst them in the recent 
past. 

The indian national Congress has 
always shared the views of these 
towering personalities, and in fact 
was expressly created to create an 
india that was egalitarian and free. in 
1917, we passed a resolution strongly 
advocating the abolition of un-
touchability. subsequently, Mahatma 
Gandhi also established the harijan 
sevak sangh solely dedicated to Dalit 
upliftment in the country. At a time 
when the rashtriya swayamsevak 
sangh and the Muslim League were 
sowing the seeds of partition, Pandit 
nehru, Mahatma Gandhi, sardar 
Patel, Maulana Azad, sarojini naidu 
(and all of india’s founding fathers and 
mothers) were crafting the idea of india 
and indian-ness at the Karachi session 
in 1931. Presided over by sardar Patel 
and spearheaded by Pandit nehru, the 
Congress Party unanimously resolved 
to institutionalize socio-economic 
equality for all, irrespective of their 
religion, caste, gender and birth (which 
subsequently became the right to 
equality & right against exploitation 
in the Constitution of india), abolition 
of untouchability, religious tolerance 
and secularism (the right to freedom 
of religion), safeguarding minority 
rights (affirmative action and Cultural 
and educational rights of minorities), 
the right to form associations, freedom 
of expression of thought, universal 
adult franchise, inclusive industrial 

development, and socialism. each of 
these norms and principles are deeply 
enshrined in the indian Constitution, 
which defines who we are as a people. 

Dr. Ambedkar saw his own principles 
mirrored in the Congress’ resolution. 
That is why he closely partnered with 
the Congress Party in embedding each 
of its principles in the Constitution of 
India, eventually becoming the principal 
author of the Constitution Bill. In 
acknowledging the Congress Party’s key 
role in giving shape to the Constitution, 
Babasaheb said: 

“It is because of the discipline of the 
Congress Party that the Drafting 
Committee was able to pilot the 
Constitution in the Assembly with 
the sure knowledge as to the fate of 
each article and each amendment. The 
Congress Party is, therefore, entitled to 
all the credit for the smooth sailing of the 
Draft Constitution in the Assembly.”

unfortunately, vested interests have 
caricatured Dr. B. r. Ambedkar 
and the Congress Party as frozen in 
perpetual battle. The truth is that 
Babasaheb and the Congress worked 
in close collaboration in overcoming 
india’s socio-economic and political 
inequities (be it through reservations 
for Dalits, Adivasis and oBCs, or 
through temple entry for all, or 
eradication of untouchability, or the 
empowerment of women). As with all 

babaSaheb’S viSiOn   
COnGreSS ParTy’S miSSiOn

K raju, Chairman sC Deptt AiCC
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intellectuals engaged in a 
dialectic, Dr. Ambedkar 
and the stalwarts of the 
Congress did disagree on 
occasion. however, their 
fundamental agreements 
on ideology and issues 
overshadowed everything 
else, and ensured a 
genuine partnership.  

In fact, when Babasaheb 
Ambedkar lost his seat it in 
the Constituent Assembly 
after Partition in 1947, the 
Congress Party ensured 
that Babasaheb was re-
elected to the Constituent 
Assembly. Furthermore, 
recognizing his deep 
understanding of Indian 
society as well as the fact 
that he was one of India’s 
foremost intellectuals, 
the Congress Party 
unanimously elected him 
as the Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee of the 
Constitution of India. Not 
only that, Babasaheb Ambedkar was 
appointed as India’s first Law Minister, 
in which role he worked closely with 
Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel in 
fighting against oppressive social 
hierarchies in Indian society, including 
those against women. They worked in 
concert with each other and brought 
to fore the Hindu Code Bill, which 
contained major progressive reforms 
relating to inheritance, property, and 
marriage laws for Hindu women.

in the last 60 years, the Congress Party 
has consistently followed the path 
laid down by our founding fathers 
and mothers, and taken forward the 
legacies of Phule and Ambedkar. We 
have striven to forge an india which is 
just, empowering, and inclusive. This 
is because we are deeply sensitive to 
the fact that a person’s freedom to live 
the life she desires depends not only 
on her/his personal characteristics. 

We have created an enabling social 
infrastructure that will empower and 
further the aspirations of all of India’s 
citizens. 

That is why we spearheaded reservations 
in higher education, employment 
and in promotions, the Abolition of 
Untouchability Act, Land Ceiling Act, 
Protection of Civil Rights, Abolition 
of Zamindari system, the Manual 
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation 
Act, the Minimum Wages Act, the 
Prevention of Bonded Labour Act, 
the Prevention of Child Labour Act, 
Panchayati Raj reforms, the SC/ST 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, the SC/
ST Sub Plan, the MGNREGA, the Right 
to Education (RTE), the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA), the Panchayat Extension 
Scheduled Areas Act (PESA), numerous 
scholarship schemes etc. It is because of 
these that the capabilities of millions of 
Indians have been enhanced and why 

India has prospered. It is 
because of this that we are 
hailed the world over as a 
beacon of liberty, equality 
and fraternity.

in fact, the Congress 
Party right from the time 
of Jawaharlal nehru has 
sustained a policy of 
creative and adaptable 
balance between the 
objectives of developing 
india into an industrially 
and technologically 
advanced and prosperous 
democracy, on the one 
hand, and on the other, it 
has paid special attention 
for the prosperity and 
empowerment of all 
indians, especially the 
scheduled castes, tribes 
and backward sections 
of society. This steadfast 
commitment continued 
through under the 
stewardship of shri Lal 
Bahadur shastri, smt. 

indira Gandhi, shri rajiv Gandhi, 
Dr. Manmohan singh and others, 
along with the support of thousands 
of dedicated Congress leaders who 
devoted their lives to the service of 
india.

it is a matter of great worry that today 
each of our inalienable constitutional 
rights is under attack. People are being 
attacked and targeted (be it in Dadri, 
in faridabad, in Muzzafarnagar, 
in Aurangabad etc.), and access to 
opportunities are being denied on the 
basis of caste, religion and ideological 
inclination (as in Jnu, in iit-Madras, 
in ftii, in hyderabad university where 
rohithvemula was ruthlessly crushed, 
in Allahabad university, in Jammu & 
Kashmir and in numerous educational 
institutes throughout india). 

The Sangh Parivar and the BJP have, and 
are consciously undermining the rights 
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which India’s Constitution guarantees 
because they simply don’t believe in 
them. They have always proselytised a 
vision that is deeply antithetical to the 
idea of India, and promoted regressive 
caste and religious based norms which 
seriously threaten the multi-cultural 
integrity of our great nation. Consider 
these: 

1. Prime Minister Modi’s guru, Ms 
Golwalkar argued (in Why hindu 
rashtra?): “unfortunately…our 
Constitution has…given equal 
rights to everybody, just as a person 
without understanding may give 
equal rights to his children and 
to the thieves in his house and 
distribute the property among all”! 

2. ‘Guruji’ Golwalkar also preached 
to the sangh, who have since 
religiously adhered to his directive, 
that non hindus in india can “claim 
nothing, deserve no privileges, far 
less any preferential treatment- not 
even citizen’s rights”!

3. BJP & RSS opposed reservations in 
the early 1980’s. In fact, BJP was born 
from an anti-reservation movement 
in 1981. Only recently, Shri Mohan 
Bhagwat (as also numerous other 
Sangh leaders called for a revisit of 
reservations. Why? Because they 
don’t want Dalits, Adivasis or OBCs 
to come up. 

4. In organizing 79 massive rallies 
against the Hindu Code bill, the RSS 
burnt effigies of both Babasaheb 
Ambedkar and Pandit Nehru publicly 
in 1949. Why? Because the Sangh 
didn’t want women to be free or given 
equal rights. 

5. Despite its shameless efforts to 
appropriate Babasaheb, the BJP has 
crushed Ambedkar-Periyar study 
groups throughout the country in 
the last two years. Why? Because 
they can’t tolerate Dalits, Adivasis or 
OBCs having an equal voice. 

The Congress has and always will be 

at the frontline in opposing these vile 
attacks on the idea of India. This is why 
the RSS-BJP have such a deep visceral 
hatred of the Congress Party, whose 
philosophy (which incidentally is also 
Babasaheb’s ideology) is enshrined in 
the Constitution of India. So when the 
BJP says it wants a Congress muktbharat, 
what they really mean is that they want a 
Constitution muktbharat! 

It is because of their dastardly attacks 
on Babasaheb’s Constitution that today 
the world looks at India as a cesspool 
of ignorance, violence and hatred. The 
reason for this is that instead of upholding 
and safeguarding our inalienable rights, 
the current political dispensation is 
conducting itself in an extremely fascist 
and casteist manner. 

In stark contrast to the RSS and the BJP, we 
in the Congress Party firmly believe, like 
Mahatma Phule, Babasaheb Ambedkar, 
Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel, Maulana 
Azad, Jagjivan Ram and Mahatma 
Gandhi did, that no matter who you are, 
or where you come from, you deserve 
equal opportunities to live with dignity 
and security, and to have equal access to 

a better life. Empowering and furthering 
the aspirations of all of India’s citizens, 
especially those marginalised and 
excluded, has always been an article of 
faith for us. To us, social justice is a silver 
bullet of emancipation which guarantees 
not only equality of opportunity but also 
of outcome. 

A lot has been accomplished, but much 
more needs to be done to actualise 
the vision of our founding fathers 
and mothers. Therefore, to our fellow 
indians: we reaffirm our pledge to 
guarantee fullness of life to all the 
people of india and establish a just 
and egalitarian society, where mutual 
respect and dignity are paramount. in 
this, we will not let anyone discriminate 
against anyone on grounds of caste, 
religion, gender, or ideological 
inclination. We will not let anyone 
strip our children of their dignity. And 
we will not let anyone deny any citizen 
their rightful share. We urge you to 
stand with us in this battle of india’s 
soul. Jai Bhim, Jai Bharat! v

Jointly written by K Raju  
and PV Deshpande,  

Office bearers of SC Dept, AICC

kOlkaTa flyOver COllaPSe
Kolkata: It was literally a horrific moment when a portion of the under-
construction flyover came crashing down in Kolkata’s congested Burrabazar 
crushing people and vehicles.

The toll in flyover collapse had risen upto 26 on 2nd April, 2016, the incident 
took place on 31st March, 2016.  At least 100 people were injured in the 
accident and admitted in various hospitals in Kokatta.

In a message, Congress President, smt. sonia Gandhi has expressed shock 
and anguish over the tragic incident of bridge collapse in Kolkata. Extending 
her condolences to the family members of the deceased, Smt. Gandhi hoped 
that the injured are being suitably treated. She has instructed the PCC and 
Congress frontal organizations to assist in relief efforts.

In another message Congress vice President, shri rahul Gandhi said 
“News of the collapse of a flyover in Kolkata is extremely tragic. I hope rescue 
& relief ops reach those trapped and injured at the earliest. My heart goes out 
to the people who have lost loved ones in this tragedy”. Later on 2nd April, 
2016 Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi visited the tragic Flyover 
Collapse incident site and He also visited and met the injured at the medical 
college hospital in Kolkata, West Bengal. v
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On the occasion of the 125th Birth Anniversary 
celebrations of Baba Shaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, 
humanity is reminded of the luminary in a 

galaxy of intellectuals. An intellectually accomplished 
humanitarian better known as the ‘Father of the Indian 
Constitution’, Ambedkar was a renowned Economist, 
Philosopher, Politician, Social Reformer, Sociologist, prolific 
Thinker, Writer, Educationist, Anthropologist, Reviver of 
Buddhism, Historian and a Supreme Nationalist. Ambedkar 
demonstrated love and nationalism for the country despite 
being subjected to extreme oppression resulting from a 
social set up of caste-ridden graded inequality for centuries. 
A dispassionate examination of a few historic events that 
took place during Ambedkar’s tumultuous political career 
and social experiences clearly exhibits his unfaltering 
nationalism and dedication for country. 

In 1930-32, the Simon Commission recommended three 
Round Table Conferences in London to discuss constitution 
reforms in India for its dominion status. The 
First Round Table Conference was held from 17 
November 1930 to 19 January 1931 which 89 Indian 
delegates attended including Ambedkar and Rao 
Bahadur Rettamalai Srinivasan from Tamil Nadu as 
representatives of the oppressed classes. Congress 
Party representatives could not attend this conference 
as its leaders were in prison for their participation in 
civil disobedient movement. On 28 November 1930, 
when Ambedkar rose to speak, the participants in 
general but the British in particular expected him 
to be critical of the Congress and its independence 
movement. On the contrary, he vehemently 
opposed the British bureaucratic government in 
India, exposed its inadequacies and insisted for 
its replacement by a democratically elected Indian 
Government. Ambedkar’s nationalism to India was 
vivid and uncompromising at time when India’s 
freedom struggle needed it the most.

Again during the Second Round Table Conference in 
London, which was also attended by Gandhi amongst 
other Indian representatives in September  December 1931, 
Ambedkar sought for political participation of the oppressed 
classes by proposing a ‘separate electorate’ in designated 
constituencies in which only a schedule caste could vote 
and get elected. On 16 August 1932, the British accepted 
Ambedkar’s proposal and the then Prime Minister Ramsay 
MacDonald announced this as ‘Communal Award’ for the 
oppressed. However, Gandhi opposed the separate electorate 
system for the oppressed as he perceived a divide in Hindu 
society which could adversely impact the mass movement 
for independence. Gandhi, who was then in Yerwada prison, 
Pune, undertook a fast-to-death from 20 September 1932. 
Congress Party leaders including Malaviya, Sapru, Jayakar, 
and Rajagopalachari pleaded with Ambedkar to withdraw 
the separate electorate proposition, which he refused.

On hindsight, Ambedkar acknowledged that Gandhi was a 

i take my vow that i shall lay down my life in defence of our land. 

-Dr. B.r. Ambedkar

dr. b. r. ambedkar   
The naTiOnaliST

Dr K Jayakumar

nehru’S aGenda Of SeCular and SOCialiSTiC 

demOCraCy allOwed ambedkar TO PrOvide 

a COnSTiTuTiOn Par exCellenCe TO india. in 

ambedkar’S Own wOrdS: ...”iT iS beCauSe Of 

The diSCiPline Of The COnGreSS ParTy ThaT The 

drafTinG COmmiTTee waS able TO PilOT The 

COnSTiTuTiOn in The aSSembly wiTh The Sure 

knOwledGe aS TO The faTe Of eaCh arTiCle 

and eaCh amendmenT. The COnGreSS ParTy iS 

TherefOre, enTiTled TO all The CrediT fOr The 

SmOOTh SailinG Of The drafT COnSTiTuTiOn in 

The aSSembly”. 
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renowned national leader and his fast-to-death could 
put the country into a state of consternation. Besides, 
he was also concerned that in the event of Gandhi’s 
life threatening situation, the oppressed classes might 
have to confront the aftermath of an ensuing social 
unrest. On the other hand, the freedom movement 
that was at crucial stage that could face setbacks. 
Taking into consideration India’s prolonged freedom 
struggle, Ambedkar, the great nationalist that he 
is, put the interests of the nation before his life’s 
mission for the ultimate socio-political protection 
of the oppressed classes. Hence, on 23 September 
1932 at 9 pm Dr. Ambedkar met Gandhi at the Pune 
prison in the company of other leaders and the next 
day he signed the Poona Pact at the Yerwada jail 
compromising for ‘reserved constituencies’ instead of 
a separate electorate for the oppressed classes. At a 
time some of the leading politicians were demanding 
for partition of the country on religious lines, 
Ambedkar stance put him on the high column of 
nationalism.

in a lifetime, Ambedkar reached the pinnacle of 
greatness from very humble beginnings. There 
were a few turning points in his political life that 
elevated him to such greatness. he could not get 
elected to the Constituent Assembly from his 
home province, Bombay but from the undivided 
Bengal through a seat offered by shri Jogendra 
nath Mandal. This allowed Ambedkar offer his 
knowledge and brilliance in the service of the 
nation through the Constituent Assembly. he 
discharged his duties to the nation with a deep 
sense of responsibility and commitment. in his 
maiden speech, in the Constituent Assembly his 
superior communication, linguistic skills and subject 
knowledge captivated the entire nation and he became a 
sought-after person in the Constituent Assembly and it 
became a much more needed medium for him to articulate 
his superior thoughts and deeds.

In July 1947, just before independence, when Nehru and 
Sarojini Naidu called on Gandhi, he enquired about the 
drafting of the constitution. Gandhi had since learnt 
from Rajender Prasad, Jagjeevan Ram, Sardar Patel, 
Rajagopalachari and other prominent leaders of Ambedkar’s 
in-depth knowledge of law and his superior competency 
in the Assembly. Gandhi and Congress reposed great faith 
in Ambedkar and therefore Gandhi suggested the name of 
Ambedkar to Nehru to nominate him as Chairman of the 
Constitution Drafting Committee and also to make him 
the First Law Minister of independent India. Ambedkar 
used this opportunity to pave the way for an egalitarian 

society that imbibed Liberty, Equality and Fraternity thereby 
annihilating the evils of caste system and untouchability.

Nehru’s agenda of Secular and Socialistic democracy allowed 
Ambedkar to provide a constitution par excellence to India. 
In Ambedkar’s own words: ...”It is because of the discipline 
of the Congress Party that the Drafting Committee was 
able to pilot the Constitution in the Assembly with the sure 
knowledge as to the fate of each article and each amendment. 
The Congress Party is therefore, entitled to all the credit for 
the smooth sailing of the Draft Constitution in the Assembly”. 

In his last speech in the Constituent Assembly, Ambedkar 
cautions us about the future of the country. He said: …”Our 
Independence would be put in jeopardy a second time and 
probably be last forever. We must be determined to defend 
our independence till the last drop of our blood.” Such was 
the supreme nationalism demonstrated time and again by 
Ambedkar.

The CurrenT inTOleranCe, SOCial inSeCuriTy, 

inTernal diSTurbanCeS and diviSive fOrCeS 

inflaminG COmmunal haTred haS Taken The 

COunTry baCk SOCially and eCOnOmiCally. The 

PreSenT diSPenSaTiOn’S blaTanT iGnOranCe 

Of baSiC fundamenTal riGhTS ThreaTenS 

TO undO The wOrk Of ambedkar fOr SOCial 

equaliTy and individual freedOm. deCeiT and 

maniPulaTiOn haS SinCe rePlaCed JuSTiCe and 

rule Of law. innOCenT CiTizenS murdered fOr 

eaTinG meaT, imPriSOnmenT fOr freedOm Of 

exPreSSiOn, viOlenCe and aTrOCiTieS direCTed 

aT The STudenT COmmuniTy, devaluinG Of a 

PrOGreSSive eduCaTiOn SySTem, Perennial 

SuiCide Of farmerS, heinOuS aCTS in The 

murder Of demOCraCy in The diSmiSSal Of 

The eleCTed STaTe GOvernmenTS in arunaChal 

PradeSh and uTTarakand and abOve all 

‘The all TOO familiar SilenCe’ Of The Prime 

miniSTer are irrefuTable TeSTamenTS TO 

wheTher The PeOPle whO are Called TO wOrk 

are GOOd Or bad?

continued on page 31
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The latest Economic Survey attempts 
to portray the Indian economy 

as one of glowing promise and rosy 
heath. Unfortunately, the true story 
that emerges is of an underperforming 
economy, mismanaged by the BJP-
led NDA government, but bailed out 
profiteering from falling crude oil 
prices.

The Economic Survey points out that 
the government is relieved that it has 
met its Fiscal Deficit target of 3.9%. 
But the Economic Survey reveals 
that the government has missed its 
disinvestment targets by a mile. Then 
the questions arise: Is the fiscal deficit 
target met because of the constructive 
actions of the Modi government or 
is it a result of the oil price bonanza 
amounting to Rs 2,20,000 Crores? At 
whose cost has this deficit target been 
met? Isn’t it fleecing the ordinary 
Indian?

The tax revenue figures in the 
Economic Survey point out that 
indirect taxes grew by 34.8%. This is 
because of multiple hikes in excise 
duties imposed by the government as 
oil prices fell from around $120/bbl in 
May 2014 to below $30/bbl. Indirect 
taxes are fundamentally regressive and 
hurt the poor more. This government 
has worked to meet its fiscal deficit 
targets by squeezing the poor. Instead, 

eCOnOmiC Survey 
The miSmanaGemenT  

Of mOdi Sarkar!

it could have cut taxes, reduced 
inflation and provided a boost to real 
incomes of the poor.

Rural India is paying a heavy price for 
the government’s mismanagement. 
Instead of addressing the concerns 
of the Rural Economy in distress, the 
Economic Survey seeks to tax the 
already burdened and debt ridden 
poor Indian farmer. Having failed 
in its attempt to usurp farmer’s 
land through the amended Land 
Acquisition ordinance, it seems 
that Shri Modi is seeking revenge 
against the farmers by taxing them. 
The Economic Survey highlights the 
need to reform agriculture. Infact, 
this is window dressing for this 
government’s aggressive neglect of the 

farm sector that shows up in the steep 
fall in numerous indicators from the 
Economic Survey below:

The government feels safe hiding 
behind deceptive figures such as WPI-
based food inflation at 2.2%. Yet it 
completely ignores the spurt in the 
prices of pulses and other essential 
commodities that have hugely 
impacted the poor. In November 2015, 
because the government failed to 
bring in effective policy measures and 
provide higher MSP for producers, 
it was forced to import 10 million 
tonnes of pulses. The Survey shows 
how the price of pulses have been high 
and beyond the reach of the common 
man. Nutrition and health of the poor 

randeep s surjewala

item 2011-12* 2012-
13* 2013-14* 2014-

15@
Growth in GDP in agriculture & allied sectors ) at 
constant 2011-12 prices) 5.0# 1.5 4.2 -0.2

share of agriculture & allied sectors in total GvA (at 
current 2011-12 prices) 18.5 18.2 18.3 17.4

share of crops 12.1 11.8 11.9 10.9
share of livestock 4.0 4.1 4.1 4.4
share of forestry and logging 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.2
share of fishing 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9
share of agriculture & allied sectors in total GCf (at 
current 2011-12 prices) 8.6 7.8 8.6 7.7

share of crops 7.3 6.6 7.3 6.4
share of livestock 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
share of forestry and logging 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
share of fishing 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5
GCf in agriculture & allied sectors as per cent to GvA 
of the sector (at current 2011-12 prices  18.3 16.3 17.0 15.8

table 1.11: Agriculture sector: Key indicators (percent change at 2011-12 prices)
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consequently suffer.

When the Economic Survey focuses 
on subsidy reform, it explicitly targets 
those that benefit the lower middle 
class and the poor.  Yet, in contrast, 
the government continues to forego 
revenue for the benefit of crony 
capitalists, assuring us that it continues 
to be a Suit Boot ki Sarkar.

The vast Non Performing Assets of 
the Public Sector Banks are not being 
addressed, with Finance Minister Shri 
Arun Jaitley unable to work out a 
plan to rescue distressed banks. This 
huge NPA burden has triggered low 
credit offtake in core sectors resulting 
in a vicious cycle of economic 
deacceleration.

Growth in credit flow to the 
industrial sector, including mining 
and manufacturing, has slowed down 
in 2015-16 as compared to 2014-15. 
Strikingly, the growth of credit flow 
to the manufacturing sector was only 
2.5% in 2015-16 (up to December) 
as compared 13.2% in 2014-15 (up 
to December). These numbers from 
the Economic Survey clearly indicate 
that Make in India remains an empty 
slogan.

The Economic Survey devotes chapters 
to the plight of the Mother and Child, 
Social Infrastructure, Employment 
and Human Development. These 
chapters delineate how the education 
and health sectors have taken a 
hit thanks to the cuts in Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes initiated by the 
Modi government.  India’s states have 
not been able to make up the shortfall 
and mother and child and human 
development suffer as a result.

The Economic Survey has said that 
there is a severe quality gap and lack of 
available training in skill development. 
It has exposed the reality of the 
implementation of Skill India which 
will impact the possibilities for Make 

in India.

On the trade front, the Economic 
Survey shows a dramatic fall in both 
exports and imports. It blames external 
factors and a sluggish world economy. 
But other countries, e.g., Vietnam and 
Bangladesh, are doing fine. The fact of 
the matter is that the global economy 
has been bad since 2008, but India’s 
exports and imports have never been 
affected the way they have been now.

Exports contracted for 2 years 
consecutively. Cumulative exports 
in 2014 (till Dec) were $239 billion, 
cumulative exports in 2015 (till Dec) 
were only $196 billion — an overall 
18% decrease! Non-oil, non-gold 
imports also fell 20% in November. 
Engineering goods (21.9% of the 
total exports), saw a drop of 11% in 
the April-October period.  Gems and 
jewelry (13% of total exports) also saw 
a decline of 7% in the same period.

‘The UPA Government gave great 
momentum to the free trade 
agreements which the Economic 
Survey points out have  ‘increased 
trade with FTA countries more than 
would have happened otherwise’. But 
clearly, this government has missed the 
bus on the Trans Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) and Trans-Atlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP). TTP 
will cover 40 per cent of global GDP 
and 33 per cent of world trade. This 
will benefit other nations like Vietnam 
at the cost of India.’

A lot of India’s economic health rests 
on low oil prices (and the monsoon). If 
global oil prices turn around next year, 
India will find meeting its fiscal deficit 
target of 3.5% very difficult. It is our 
worry that the government will then 
try to meet its targets by putting off 
some portion of the Pay Commission 
hike or of OROP. Worrying days 
ahead! v

Statement by Shri Randeep Singh 
Surjewala, Incharge Media Deptt.

On 25 November 1949, in his 
concluding speech in the Constituent 
Assembly Ambedkar observed: …”I 
feel, however good a constitution may 
be, it is sure to turn out bad because 
those who are called to work it, 
happen to be a bad lot. However bad 
a constitution may be, it may turn out 
to be good if those who are called to 
work it, happen to be a good lot.” The 
current intolerance, social insecurity, 
internal disturbances and divisive 
forces inflaming communal hatred 
has taken the country back socially 
and economically. The present 
dispensation’s blatant ignorance of 
basic fundamental rights threatens 
to undo the work of Ambedkar 
for social equality and individual 
freedom. Deceit and manipulation 
has since replaced justice and rule 
of law. innocent citizens murdered 
for eating meat, imprisonment for 
freedom of expression, violence 
and atrocities directed at the 
student community, devaluing of 
a progressive education system, 
perennial suicide of farmers, heinous 
acts in the murder of democracy 
in the dismissal of the elected state 
Governments in Arunachal Pradesh 
and uttarakand and above all ‘the 
all too familiar silence’ of the Prime 
Minister are irrefutable testaments to 
whether the people who are called to 
work are good or bad?

Ambedkar, in his first meeting with 
Gandhi at Manibhuvan, Bombay said 
that he had no homeland. Gandhi 
responded saying: ...”you have got a 
homeland and from the reports that 
have reached me of your work at 
Round table Conference, I know you 
are a Patriot of Sterling worth.” Gandhi 
is the final decree on Ambedkar’s 
nationalism. v

*(The author is Secretary in All India 
Congress Committee)

dr. b. r. ambedkar   
The naTiOnaliST

continued from page 29
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Recently Delhi witnessed the shocking murder of 
Dr. Pankaj Narang by a mob in a fit of senseless 
rage. As if the incident itself was not gruesome 

enough, deliberate attempts were made by some to give 
it a communal angle by spreading false rumours that the 
murderers were illegal Muslim migrants from Bangladesh. 
When additional DCP Monika Bhardwaj tried to clarify 
the issue through a tweet, that five out of the nine accused 
are Hindus, and the rest four are Muslim residents of Uttar 
Pradesh, not Bangladesh, she was viciously trolled on social 
media.

this is not an isolated incident. in the past one and a half 
years, india has been plagued with rising incidents of 
communal violence, many of which started in reaction to 
rumours. Dadri killing was preceded by the false rumour 
of a Muslim family storing beef. recently, two Muslim 
cowherds were lynched in Jharkhand on the assumption 
that the cows were being led to slaughter house. Burning 
of churches, riots, pre-mediated attacks on members of 
minority communities, irresponsible and inflammatory 
statements by senior leaders of the ruling party, including 
some members of Parliament and Central ministers, 
have become commonplace.

Multiple faiths, diverse and occasionally diametrically 
opposite ideologies have been nurtured and flourished 
in the fertile intellectual and spiritual ground of Indian 
civilisation. Tolerance of differences, peaceful coexistence 
of diversity and celebration of plurality reflects India’s core 
civilisational values.

Indian civilisation has never been static. It has been a 
melting pot of different cultures and faiths since time 
immemorial. Alexander came in 3rd century BC, leaving 
behind the legacy of Gandhara Art, a fusion of Indo-
Bactrian art forms. Christianity came in 1st century AD, 
followed by Islam a few centuries later. The almost extinct 
faith of Zoroastrianism, that came in from ancient Persia, 

survives only in India now. Jews found a welcome home 
here. This potpourri of different culture and influences are 
reflected in our art, language, literature, philosophy and 
cuisine. This ability to assimilate, absorb and harmonise 
diverse elements and translate it into a common code, a 
common cultural ethos is the key to India’s rich and vibrant 
culture.

This code is enshrined in the Upanishadic philosophy 
of oneness of all. This code was embraced by Gautama 
Buddha whose message of compassion is taking new 
meaning in the contemporary world. It was reflected in 
emperor Ashoka’s “Dhamma” through which ethics were 
incorporated into governance and state policies. The same 
values were illuminated through Akbar’s “Din-i-Ilahi”, a 
medieval emperor’s quest to find truth and commonality in 
all religions. A new path was shown by Mahatma Gandhi, 
whose unique form of peaceful resistance   Satyagraha   
through the duel arsenals of truth and non-violence, 
challenged and defeated the mightiest imperialist power of 
the time.

the sub-texts of india’s socio-cultural history have 
always resisted orthodoxy and hegemony of religious 
puritanism of any kind. the Bhakti and sufi movements 
are testimonials to this. they were part of our society’s 
inherent internal mechanism to discard radicalism and 
intolerance of any kind. the 15th century saint-poet 
Kabir was born a Muslim, was influenced by the Bhakti 
Movement and his verses are now part of the sikh 
scripture Adi Granth. he wrote, “Kabir is the child of 
Allah and ram.” he was persecuted by the authorities 
but was immensely popular among the masses. in late 
19th-early 20th century, Lalan fakir, a famous baul 
poet from Bengal, wrote, “People ask me, Lalan what’s 
your caste/religion? i do not know what is the colour of 
religion.” Popularity of mystic saints discarding the path 
of conventional religion, as represented by Kabir and 

The eSSenCe Of bharaTiyaTa
People indulging in divisive politics don’t realise that the bond that unites 

india is not hindutva, but Bharatiyata. A multi-cultural, multi-faith 
pluralistic india is the essence of our existence.

sharmistha Mukherjee

oPinion

continued on page 34
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Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, scarcely known 
to many people in other states, have shot into national 
prominence. The reason: Imposition of President’s 

Rule in these states, incessant discussions on TV channels, 
subsequent judicial proceedings challenging President’s Rule 
and the holding of a floor test to prove the majority of the 
ruling party in the Legislative Assembly.

Article 356 of the Constitution empowers imposition of 
President’s Rule in a state. The pre-requisite is failure of the 
state government to act in accordance with the provisions 
of the Constitution. In short breakdown of constitutional 
machinery, a constitutional impasse in the concerned state. 
Can imposition of President’s Rule be challenged in a court 
of law? According to the Supreme Court imposition of 
President’s Rule is not totally immune from judicial review.

If it is established that the exercise of power under Article 356 
of the Constitution was not on account of real or apprehended 
breakdown of constitutional machinery 
in the state but for the extraneous 
purpose of toppling a duly elected state 
government then President’s Rule can 
be declared unconstitutional. The court, 
however, is not concerned with the 
wisdom or adequacy of the material on 
which President’s Rule was based but 
whether power under Article 356 was 
exercised mala fide or betrayed patent 
arbitrariness.

To illustrate: Suppose a chief minister’s 
political rallies are disturbed by shouting 
slogans against him or by displaying black 
flags, the same would not be legitimate 
ground for President’s Rule but would be 
an extraneous factor vitiating the exercise 
of power under Article 356. Again mere 
failure of the state government to comply 
with statutory regulations of municipal 
law or its inability to control prices of 

arunaChal, nOw uTTarakhand: 
imPOSinG PreSidenT’S rule in STaTeS iS 
a SeriOuS maTTer, COurTS Can rule On

soli J. sorabjee

foodgrains or to keep roads in good condition cannot justify 
President’s Rule. On the other hand if there is material in 
the form of the Governor’s report or otherwise, which can 
rationally lead to an inference of constitutional impasse, 
President’s Rule cannot be invalidated.

As expected President’s Rule in Uttarakhand was challenged 
by Congress before the Uttarakhand high court. The single 
judge gave direction for a floor test in order to prove the 
majority of the ruling party. It is incomprehensible how a floor 
test can be ordered when a presidential proclamation is in 
force and the assembly is in suspended animation. Moreover, 
the single judge did not pronounce upon the legality of 
President’s Rule nor did he stay the proclamation imposing 
President’s Rule. The single judge also gave permission to 
allegedly disqualified legislators to vote but ordered that 
their votes be kept separately and which would be taken into 
account at the time of disposal of the writ petition.

CoMMent

aS exPeCTed PreSidenT’S rule in uTTarakhand waS 

ChallenGed by COnGreSS befOre The uTTarakhand hiGh 

COurT. The SinGle JudGe Gave direCTiOn fOr a flOOr 

TeST in Order TO PrOve The maJOriTy Of The rulinG 

ParTy. iT iS inCOmPrehenSible hOw a flOOr TeST Can 

be Ordered when a PreSidenTial PrOClamaTiOn iS in 

fOrCe and The aSSembly iS in SuSPended animaTiOn. 

mOreOver, The SinGle JudGe did nOT PrOnOunCe uPOn 

The leGaliTy Of PreSidenT’S rule nOr did he STay The 

PrOClamaTiOn imPOSinG PreSidenT’S rule. The SinGle 

JudGe alSO Gave PermiSSiOn TO alleGedly diSqualified 

leGiSlaTOrS TO vOTe buT Ordered ThaT Their vOTeS 

be kePT SeParaTely and whiCh wOuld be Taken inTO 

aCCOunT aT The Time Of diSPOSal Of The wriT PeTiTiOn.
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The matter was taken in appeal to the division bench of the 
high court which, after hearing the parties, stayed the single 
judge’s direction for a floor test and has fixed the entire case 
for final hearing on April 6.

in my view even a majority state government can be 
dismissed and President’s rule imposed if it is established 
that the government of the state is not being carried on 
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 
suppose, for example, a state government is pursuing a 
policy of discrimination against certain sections of its 
population in the matter of grant of permits or licences on 
socioeconomic concessions. The question of majority and 
minority is irrelevant in such a situation. imposition of 
President’s rule cannot be limited or be made conditional 
only upon whether the state government has the numbers. 
That aspect may be one of the important factors but not 
the sole consideration for imposition of President’s rule.

Another interesting aspect is that under Article 356(3) a 
proclamation imposing President’s Rule shall be laid before 
each House of Parliament and shall cease to operate at the 
expiration of two months, unless before the expiration of that 
period it has been approved by resolutions of both Houses of 
Parliament. Now it is extremely unlikely that the government 
will have the requisite majority in the Rajya Sabha, in which 
case President’s Rule will cease to operate after expiration of 
two months, as provided in Article 356(3).

The high court had many options in dealing with the 
writ petitions challenging President’s Rule. It could have 
adjourned them to a date after expiration of the two month 
period. It could have fixed an early date for disposal of the 
writ petitions in which challenge is made to President’s Rule 
in Uttarakhand, which the division bench has done in the 
present case. If President’s Rule is declared unconstitutional 
the floor test becomes irrelevant and meaningless.

Some critics blame courts for judicial intervention. What 
is forgotten is President’s Rule entails serious consequences 
especially on the federal structure, which is a basic feature of 
the Constitution. Courts cannot and should not prevaricate 
nor procrastinate when such momentous issues arise, always 
remembering that its role is to determine the constitutionality 
of President’s Rule not its wisdom or morality.

We keenly await the judgment of the Uttarakhand high court 
which should be pronounced expeditiously and with clarity. 
But is there anything to prevent parties from approaching 
the Supreme Court? Nothing. Litigation is in our DNA and 
acceptance of a judgment, even if it is sound and wise, goes 
against our genes. v

The writer is an eminent jurist and former Attorney-General 
of India.

Courtesy: TOI
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Lalan, indicates a rejection of religious orthodoxy and 
puritanism at a subaltern level.

The current political regime and its ideological mentor, 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, take pride in speaking 
the “voice of majority”. This is hugely misleading. Their 
bigoted “Hindutva” is vastly different from Hinduism that 
is far more liberal and accepting, even having a place for 
an atheist school of thought in Charvaka’s Lokayat Darshan. 
These self-proclaimed custodians of “Indian culture” and 
“Hinduism” with their brand of Hindutva are the complete 
antithesis of Indian ethos. In any case, which majority do 
they talk about? Though the Bharatiya Janata Party managed 
to form a majority government, in the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections it could garner just 31 per cent of the votes polled, 
the lowest so far for any majority government. That means 
69 per cent of Indian electorate did not vote for them. Out of 
those 31 per cent, many primarily voted for “Modinomics”, 
for the development agenda, not for the RSS’ “Hindutva”.

But since coming to power, the BJP-led government has 
been relentlessly pursuing the rss’ agenda to divide and 
polarise the country for narrow, short-term political 
gains. it is creating strife, deliberately fanning fanaticism 
and trying to create communal divides. People are being 
lynched and persecuted on rumours and presumptions. 
Anyone daring to raise their voice against the government 
or the rss is being termed anti-national. spokespersons 
of the ruling party are shouting shrill trying to defend 
these acts. social media is being used to unleash virtual 
terror on any voice of dissent.

There have been instances of communal and ethnic violence 
in the past, but never before have the senior leaders of 
the ruling party and ministers in government instigated 
them through irresponsible, venomous comments. Many 
BJP leaders and ministers seem to be in unison with the 
sentiments of RSS ideologue M.S. Golwalkar, its longest 
serving Sarsanghchalak, who stated that non-Hindus have 
no right to live in Bharat and should be treated as second 
class citizens; and V.D. Savarkar, another ultra-Right 
ideologue who believed in the two-nation theory, thus 
echoing the views of Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

People indulging in divisive politics don’t realise that the 
bond that unites India is not Hindutva, but Bharatiyata. A 
multi-cultural, multi-faith pluralistic India is not only our 
greatest strength, but the very essence of our existence. v

The writer is chief spokesperson, Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee, and national media panelist, AICC 

Courtesy : The Asian Age
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Ever since the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) won India’s 2014 
parliamentary elections, debate 

has intensified over the likely direction 
of the country’s foreign policy. The 
BJP has received the clear cut mandate 
in an election, in which the party 
projected belligerent posturing on 
the foreign policy front. Much tested 
Nehruvian consensus was mocked 
to invoke the popular passion in the 
name of Pakistan-bashing. But the 
people realized that passions were only 
for vote-catching, when they saw the 
neighbors being invited for oath taking 
ceremony. The foreign policy is matter 
of deep deliberations amongst multiple 
stakeholders rather than springing up 
some surprises  which Modi government 
seems to be alluding. There is a gap 
between the rhetoric of success that was 
purveyed and the reality of outcomes.

india came into being after a long 
struggle against one of the most 
powerful colonial powers of the 
contemporary world in 1947. The first 
Prime Minister of india, Jawaharlal 
nehru, had two options in the 
immediate aftermath of independence: 
first, to enter into an alliance with 
either of the two existing blocs namely 
Capitalist block led by the united 
states and the Communist bloc led 
by the ussr; second, not to join any 
bloc and practice diplomacy on its 
own term. Pandit nehru opted for 
non-alignment. The then international 
scenario had presented an extremely 
complex situation in the wake of cold 
war that was in its initial phase. nehru 
played a pioneering role in shaping 

and strenghtening of non-Aligned 
Movement (nAM).

Despite the present government’s so-
called foreign policy activism, several 
areas (such as West Asia and Africa) and 
issues (such as cyber security and climate 
change) of interest to India have not 
been addressed in any significant way. 
Moreover, despite a series of dramatic 
initiatives from the ‘neighbourhood 
first’ policy to the ‘Act East’ policy, 
systematic weaknesses, particularly in 
the foreign policy establishment, have 
seen very little follow through and 
investment. This is apparent in the case 
of both the Asia-Pacific and the Indian 
Ocean region. Additionally, there is still 
no overall foreign policy framework 
that connects the various initiatives; 
presently the parts do not add up to the 
sum. 

Continuity is the hall mark of consensual 
foreign policy, but the present 
government seems to be resorting more 
to theatrics than substance. The Prime 
Minister Mr Modi projects to give a 
personal touch to the foreign policy 
moves or the diplomatic tone - be it 
the unconventional ‘chaye pe charcha’ 
with US President Obama at New Delhi 
or a garden meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jingping at Ahmedabad or 
a reported   boat-ride talk with French 
President Hollande along the Seine river 
(Paris, France), a la ‘nav pe charcha’. 
This projection of bonhomie with world 
leaders has been yielding little returns in 
terms of diplomatic and domestic gains.

in the last general elections, national 
security was made to be a major issue 

by the BJP. They were voted to power 
on the solemn promise of protecting 
‘national security’ and with the oft 
repeated slogan, “Bahut hua seema par 
vaar abki baar Modi sarkar”. in the run-
up to the 2014 Lok sabha elections, he 
bitterly criticized Congress-led uPA. 
he said, ‘stop writing love letters to 
Pakistan and give Pakistan an answer 
in the language it understands’. in fact, 
he held a press conference in Mumbai 
amidst 26/11 Mumbai terror attack 
and criticized the then Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan singh. he emphasized 
again and again that, “Bam ke 
dhamakoen aur golion ki awaaz mein 
Pakistan se baat nahi ho sakti” (no talk 
with Pakistan amidst the bombing and 
gun shots from across the border). 

There have been three major terrorist 
attacks from Pakistan in last eight 
months, two in Punjab and one in 
Jammu & Kashmir. On the 1st day of 
January 2016, six Pakistani terrorists 
of Jaish-e-Mohammad committed a 
well planned and dastardly attack by 
killing civilians and storming Pathankot 
Air Base in Punjab, which is one of 
our principal first line of defense with 
key strategic assets. In an operation 
that lasted for over 100 hours from 1st 
to 4th January 2016, seven security 
personnel have laid down their lives in 
the counter terror operation and over 
two dozens have been injured seriously. 
Six days after Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi’s sudden visit to Pakistan to greet 
Pakistani Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharief 
on his birthday on December 25, 2015, 
a handful of Pakistani terrorists have 
dealt a severe blow to India’s National 

nda’S fOreiGn POliCy:  
a SaGa Of fliP-flOPS

Dr Prem Chand
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Security establishment and counter 
terror strategy. 

This is an attack on India’s sovereignty, 
honor and integrity and reflects a clear-
cut failure of ‘political leadership’ of 
PM Modi as also the ‘command and 
control structure’ to fight terrorism. It 
is the unparalleled valour, resilience and 
sacrifice of our security forces, which 
neutralized this despicable terrorist 
attack. As our security forces fought to 
foil one of the biggest terrorist attacks 
post 26/11 Mumbai attack between 1st 
and 4th January, 2016; entire Nation 
watched in shock, as Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi was preoccupied 
propagating ‘yoga’. Home Minister, 
Rajnath Singh, who was in Assam 
at the time of Pathankot operation, 
first declared the operation successful 
through a tweet at 7 PM on 2nd January, 
2016 before deleting it thereafter. 
Defence Minister took time to visit 
Pathankot, made the most insensitive 
statement of six out of seven casualties 
having been suffered by Armed forces 
on account of bad luck, admitted gaps 
in security and issued a wishy washy 
statement ordering an inquiry, rather 
than owning up responsibility and 
making full disclosure to people. 

Amidst these bombings and gunshots, 
Mr Modi has been making repeated 
overtures to Pakistani Prime Minister. 
he did in ufa, Paris and Lahore over 
the past nine months. The sudden dash 
on the birthday of Mr nawaj sharif 
exposed his personalized conduct 
of foreign affairs. The whole foreign 
policy establishment including the 
foreign minister Ms swaraj was taken 
by surprise. At no point of time the 
opposition parties were taken into 
the confidence. All the efforts of the 
Congress-led uPA government of 
isolating Pakistan at the world stage 
went into drain.

India seems to have lost the goodwill 
of all the stakeholders in Nepal. 
Rhetoric, U-turns, and impulsive steps 
have made the situation worse. With 
such meandering measures of Modi 

government, all mainstream political 
parties in Nepal now are suspecting 
India’s commitment to facilitating the 
process of writing a new constitution 
in Nepal, despite the fact that India had 
played a crucial role in ensuring the 
success of Nepal’s democracy movement. 
Much sensitivity is warranted as China 
has been increasing investment in the 
infrastructure, energy and other sectors 
of Nepal. There is a consensus among 
Indian strategists and experts that as 
Pakistan already enjoys goodwill with 
some sections of the Nepalese, China’s 
involvement in the Himalayan country 
could facilitate the emergence of a 
China-Nepal nexus against India. 

When Nepal was struck a massive 
earthquake in April 2015, India 
immediately sent personnel to take 
part in the rescue efforts. Indian media 
also went to cover the rescue operation. 
However, Nepalese recoiled at the 
presence of Indian media on their soil, 
charging the Indian government with 
indulging in a cheap public relations 
exercise. The Nepalese described 
coverage of the earthquake by India 
media as “insensitive” and “intrusive.” 
Indian search and rescue teams were 
asked to leave Nepal. Such a handling of 
a calamity had embarrassed our country. 

India found itself entangled in Nepal’s 
political unrest, as the Madhesi people 
blocked all major entry points from 
India to Nepal, bringing the movement 
of goods to a standstill. Nepal’s media 
erroneously claimed that India had 
an invisible hand in the blockade. In 
fact, rumors spread that the Indian 
government was helping the Madhesi 
people, believing that a pro-Madhesi 
stand would help the BJP at the Bihar 
Assembly elections. Nepal’s Prime 
Minister K P Oli on November 15, 2015 
has said the undeclared blockade by India 
and the resultant humanitarian crisis in 
the country had undermined historic 
ties between the two nations as well as 
the rights of a landlocked country under 
international law. He accused India of 
carrying out an “unofficial blockade” 
in Nepal and raised the issue with UN 

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. India 
strongly rejected the allegations, arguing 
that the blockade was on the Nepalese 
side, not the Indian side. The months-
long agitation led to a huge scarcity of 
essential goods and petroleum products 
in Nepal. In addition, Nepal also learned 
that poor road connectivity meant that 
China had a limited ability to provide 
fuel and essential goods. 

It is indeed a sign of great pride when 
an Indian prime minister addresses 
a gathering of NRIs or Non Resident 
Indians abroad. But such functions 
should represent India rather than BJP. 
Why aren’t common Indians instead 
of BJP-allied Indians provided with a 
pass to such events? Shouldn’t such gala 
spectacles be organised by the external 
affairs ministry instead of Friends 
of BJP? The reality behind crowds 
gathering at venues like Madison Square 
Garden is quite different. The attempt 
is not to project a particular image of 
India abroad but to provide Modi with 
publicity. 

While on foreign tours Modi should 
mind his language and think twice 
before speaking because he is 
representing the entire country. he 
shouldn’t use the opportunity to 
attack opposition parties as he has 
done in the past. Modi should refrain 
from making misogynist remarks like 
“despite being a woman” Bangladesh 
Prime Minister sheikh hasina is harsh 
on terrorism. factual errors like the 
one wherein he referred to royal family 
of Bhutan as that of nepal should also 
be avoided.

Swings are happening in Modi’s foreign 
policy from United States to China, 
from Nepal to Bangladesh, from UN 
to BRICS. These are visits, networks, 
speeches  but they are mostly about 
economic developmental and security 
commonalities but what about political 
position in world comity of nations? 
Till now the enthusiasm with which 
anti-opposition has been followed in 
domestic politics, the BJP government 

continued on page 38
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The CAG report tabled in 
Gujarat Assembly on 31st 
March, 2016 exposes the false 

myth of ‘Gujarat Model’ and ‘Brand 
Namo’. Shockingly, it unveils the stark 
truth as to how Rs.19,716 crore of hard 
earned money of people of Gujarat 
was squandered away by Gujarat 
State Petroleum Corporation (GSPC) 
under the watch of the then Chief 
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi. In fact, 
CAG report is a telling irony of crony 
capitalism, malicious enrichment of 
private parties, ‘writing off ’ public 
money invested in questionable 
international & domestic oil/gas 
reserves besides deliberate bleeding of 
State Public Sector Undertaking by a 
Chief Minister, who encouraged and 
institutionally supported plunder of 
State resources.

In June, 2005; the then Chief Minister 
of Gujarat, Shri Narendra Modi 
announced discovery of 20 trillion 
cubic feet (tcf) of gas by GSPC in 
KG Basin valued at US $50 billion 
(Rs.2,20,000 crore). 

Hours after Gujarat Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi announced on June 
26 that the Gujarat State Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (GSPC), a state PSU, 
had struck one of the biggest ever 
gas reserves in the Krishna-Godavari 
basin, he received a call from Delhi.

Modi had announced the discovery 
of an estimated 20 trillion cubic feet 
(TCF) of gas by GSPC in the Kakinada 
block of the Krishna-Godavari basin. 
At today’s prices, 20 TCF is valued at 
$50 billion (Rs 2,20,000 crore). (Source: 

India Today | July 11, 2005)

Announcing this here on Sunday, 
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra 
Modi said the GSPC was allocated the 
1,850 sq. km. area on the high seas for 
exploration only last year and in about 
300 days it had discovered gas in its KG 
block which experts estimate was in the 
range of 20 Trillion Cubic Feet (TCF) 
worth over Rs. 2 lakh crores.( Source: 
The Hindu | Jun 27, 2005 )

Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi, 
quoting experts, said that “based on 
advanced interpretation of 3D seismic 
data, wireline log data and test results 
in the KG-8 well, the initial gas in place 
on this structure would be of the order 
of 20 tcf.”

Mr Modi made the announcement 
at a press conference in Ahmedabad. 
GSPC executives told ET they expected 
to recover 80-90% of the gas in place, 
and bring the gas onshore by the end of 
‘07. Reacting to the news, the director 
general of hydrocarbons, VK Sibal, 
said, “The finds are promising, but 
the actual estimate will depend on test 
results.” ( Source: The Economic Times 
| Jun 27, 2005 )

Promotional videos and films shown 
across the length and breadth of India 
and abroad described Shri Narendra 
Modi as an ‘exceptional dreamer with 
a long term vision’ who will ensure 
independence of India in hydrocarbon 
field i.e. petrol/diesel/gas by 2014. 
Videos also depicted Shri Narendra 
Modi himself promising to the Nation 
a saving of Rs.84,000 crore of annual oil 

import bill by the end of 2014. 

Report of Comptroller & Auditor 
General of India (CAG) is a severe 
indictment of the then Narendra 
Modi government (2011-12 to 2014-
15) depicting breach of trust, illegal 
enrichment of ‘Suit Boot cronies’ and 
mal intentioned loss caused to public 
exchequer. Copy of relevant portion of 
Report No.1, Chapter II, pages 37 to 45 
is annexed herewith for ready reference.

Principal points of indictment by CAG 
may be perused as under:-

1. GSPC invested Rs.19,576 
crore of public money in KG Basin 
Gas Blocks upto 31st March, 2015 
without any assessment of the risk 
involved, construction technology, 
estimate of natural gas reserves or 
gas pricing (para 2.8.9, page 32, CAG 
report). Resultantly, till today, there is 
‘no commercial production or resultant 
commercial gain’ of gas out of the 
announced gas yield of 20 trillion cubic 
feet (para 2.8.4, page 29, CAG report). 
Entire investment of Rs.19,576 crore of 
public money stands virtually wasted. 

In fact, under ‘New Domestic Natural 
Gas Pricing Guidelines, 2014’, there 
is ‘no financial viability’ of KG Basin 
Project even if commercial production 
was to start (para 2.8.9, page 32, CAG 
report).

Willful negligence can be gauged 
from the fact that even tender for 
‘Platform Rigs’ was given to a company 
not qualified to design, engineer or 
construct a ‘Platform Rig’ as per bid 
document causing loss to the State 

CaG exPOSeS The myTh Of “GuJaraT 
mOdel & “brand namO”

fACts
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Indira Gandhi, an epitome of women empowerment 
launched Anganwadi Scheme on 2nd October, 1975. 
This scheme proved immensely successful and is aimed 

at nourishing and educating pre-primary children belonging 
to rural as well as urban areas. In Rajasthan, about 2 lakh 
women are performing their duties under this scheme. They 
are dedicated to shaping up the future of children of this 
country. They get minimum wages. After the completion 
of this scheme, the Congress government started “Mukhya 
Mantri Anganwadi Swablamban Pension Scheme” through 
an order dated 26.09.2013. The pension scheme was meant 
for providing a small regular income to Anganwadi workers 
after retirement. A social security fund was formed which was 
managed by PFRDA. For this fund, three types of contributions 
were ensured. First, the contributions of Anganwadi workers. 
Second, the centre’s contribution through its Swablamban 
Scheme. And third, the contribution of the State government.

To ensure social security, an additional fund of Rs. 100 crores 
was constituted. This fund was meant for helping those 
Anganwadi workers who suffer severe medical ailments related 
with heart, kidney, cancer. This fund was also aimed at helping 
those who die or get injured during duty-hours. In death cases, 
Rs. 2 lakh was fixed whereas Rs. 1 lakh was fixed for injury and 
medical treatment of severe ailments. 

To encourage Anganwadi workers further, the Woman and 
Child Development Ministry implemented a scholarship 
scheme for their children. The scholarship comprised pre 
and post matric scholarships. These steps of the Congress 
government were aimed at empowering women.

The BJP government has declared in the assembly that any 
proposal related with providing pensions to Anganwadi 
workers is not pending, since they do not come under the 
category of regular staff.

Inspite of a woman Chief-Minister in the State, there is a sharp 
increase in the cases of exploitation and crime against women.

The BJP promised in its election-manifesto that Anganwadi 
workers, Asha workers and their assistants will be provided 
an annual allowance and their wages will be increased. 
This promise of the BJP has proved another jumla. An 
Anganwadi worker is given two sarees per year. There are 
complaints of corruption in this also.

On the floor of the House, the Minister for Woman and Child 
Development refused to grant pensions to Anganwadi workers. 
It indicates disempowerment of women. They are compelled 
to wonder from door to door for getting medical allowance 
from their own Welfare Fund of Rs. 100 crores. Ailing workers 
are facing hardships for their medical treatments.

The Congress government implemented this scheme to 
empower women and to make them self-reliant financially. 
But the BJP government is trying to nullify this scheme. It 
has become insensitive to the welfare of women. Hoping for 
a better future (Achche Din), Anganwadi workers are today 
disappointed and in distress and despair. v

Author is Pradesh Vice-President and Chairperson, Media-
Cell, Rajasthan Pradesh Congress Committee

bJP’S breaCh Of PrOmiSe TO anGanwadi 
wOrkerS in raJaSThan

Dr Archana sharma
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under Modi has not reflected an inch of that passion in 
protesting against Pakistan or the issue of Black Money. 

As former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh has rightly 
said, “Certainly, relations with major powers have improved. 
But that was also the case with UPA Government. Relations 
with Russia, China, Japan, the US, France and Germany 
during UPA Government were good. The nuclear deal with 
the US was a path-breaking effort to break the vicious circle 
of nuclear apartheid. UPA Government ended the isolation of 

nda’S fOreiGn POliCy: a SaGa Of fliP-flOPS
continued from page 39

India. But we would say that the real test of foreign policy is in 
the handling of our neighbours. And here we would say that 
the Modi government’s handling of Pakistan is inconsistent. It 
has been one step forward, two steps back. Also, with regard to 
Nepal, once again we have a situation where the government 
there is accusing the government of India of putting up a 
blockade, and that is very unfortunate.” v

Author is an Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 
ARSD College, University of Delhi
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During the recent foreign-tour of Sandi Arabia, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi raised some interesting points 
while addressing Indians and other entrepreneurs. He 

said that under adverse global economic situation. India is going 
strong and it instills new hopes. Modiji declared that there are 
many things which India can give to the world especially the 
talented and skilled workforce. Modiji underlined that earlier 
India was merely a country like other countries but it has now 
become an “important” country in the eyes of the world. The 
World Bank and all rating-agencies are of the view that the 
economic development of India has aroused a “Ray of Hope” and 
some people and organizations term it a source of light. Indian 
agriculture, industry and services are developing fast. These 
facts are true to a large extent but he gave its credit to his stable 
government and the policies adopted by it.

indians are watching closely what this government has done so 
far. for the last two years, the Modi government is busy with 
announcing new promises, talking about new experiments and 
showing flourishing future. People, farmers and industrialists 
are in distress. it is a matter of fact that whatever image india 
has formed is the result of the policies formed, adopted and 
implemented by the Congress governments during the last 
several decades.

If we take GDP into consideration, India has become the Seventh 
largest economy and according to purchasing power, the country 
has become the third largest nation. India is recognized as a neo 
industrialized country all over the world. India is considered a 
strong economy as the member of BRICS and G-20. For the last 
two decades, India’s industrial growth rate has hovered around 
7% which can be termed satisfactory. Last year, India has beaten 
its nearest rival China in growth rate. Renowned economists of 
the world are of the opinion that India will be the third largest 
economy in coming two decades.

We may be proud of the present state of Indian economy but it 
had never been an easy task to reach where we stand now. In 
the early 19th Century, the industrial revolution was at its initial 
phase in European Countries. India was under the foreign-rule. 
The British rule stopped the industrial development and made 
India a country which supplied raw material and also a country 
which was one of the largest market for its finished products. In 
such a scenario India witnessed insignificant industrial growth. 

Under the leadership of the Congress Party, the nationalist leaders 
admitted unanimously that India must adopt industrialization 
and modern way of farming. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
other leaders were dedicated to modern science and technology. 
They believed that India should adopt rapid industrialization, 
otherwise it may be marginalized in world economy. Pandit 
Nehru emphasized the need of close relation between agriculture 
and industry. He was of the opinion that industrial development 
is essential for rural development similarly these measures can 
lessen rural unemployment Special importance was given to 
manufacturing of heavy machines and those industries with large 
capital investments. Absence of heavy industries was regarded 
as backwardness as well as economic dependency on others. 
For essential consumer articles, the Congress leaders supported 
medium, small and micro enterprises. Small and micro industries 
were encouraged to enhance employment. Their interests were 
safeguarded as a part of the development-strategy.

In 1931, the Karachi Session of Indian National Congress passed 
proposal regarding fundamental rights and economic programme. 
It was declared that “the state will be the owner of infrastructure 
industries and services, mines and minerals, railways, waterways, 
shipping and various means of public transport.” It is interesting 
to note that the session was being presided over by SardarVallabh 
Bhai Patel and this proposal was prepared by Pandit Nehru. As 
a device for integrated and multi-dimensional development, the 
Congress constituted National Planning Committee in 1938. 
Indian industrialists propounded Bombay Planning in 1943. 
But there were two big challenges before the country  Economic 
disparity in states and regions and technological backwardness.

Under the British rule, India was excessively exploited. After 
independence, it was observed that some regions and states are 
more backward than others in terms of economic development. 
Only adjoining areas of Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai could be 
termed as economically developed to some extent. For example, 
in 1948, Mumbai and West Bengal had possessed 48% of total 
industrial capital of the country and they produced more than 
64% of total industrial production.

In independent India, the Congress leadership identified the 
seriousness of economic disparities and recognized the importance 
of equal and balanced development of all parts of the country. So 
these ideas were supported byIndustrial Policy proposal in 1956 

Congress Sandesh has started a new series about the achievements of the 
Congress Party in building the nation from the desk of Editor.

Contributions of the Congress Party difficult to be ignored 
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and by National Unity Councilin 1961.

Under the leadership of Pandit Nehru, the Congress government 
invested heavily in public sector particularly in Steel, Fertilizer, 
Petrochemical, Heavy Engineering, Chemicals, Power, and 
Irrigation etc. India had been largely dependent on public sector 
investments since Second Five Year Plan.

Under the guidance of Pandit Nehru and other senior Congress 
leaders, some states like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Assam and Jammu and Kashmir benefitted financially 
by the allocation of public sector enterprises.

The then Congress government tried to encourage private 
investments in under-developed areas. The Congress governments 
of the later phase followed this policy. Between 1956 and 1991, 
the licensing system was also used by the government toestablish 
industries in under-developed areas.

After independence, the second big challenge for industrial 
development was the lack of technology. india adopted the 
policy based on the principles of non-Aligned. Due to this, the 
u.s. and other Western countries were hesitating to provide 
assistance to india. At that time, Pandit nehru was regarded as 
a man of strategic-ties all over the world. The ussr was the first 
nation which assured to provide technological assistance for 
industrial development. Later many european countries came 
forward to assist and to help india. in 1956, the ussr provided 
technological assistance in establishing Bhilai steel Plant. 
This initiative of the ussr encouraged Britain and Germany. 
Accepting the request of Pandit nehru, Britain contributed in 
establishing Durgapur steel Plant whose initial capacity was 
one lakh million ton annually. today its capacityis 155,86,000 
metric ton of steel annually. Germany came forward to provide 
technological assistance in establishing rourkela steel Plant. 
The plant also started with an annually capacity of one lakh 
million ton of steel. encouraged by the Congress governments, 
the capacity of this plant has increased to 13.5 lakh million ton. 
Bokaro steel Plant was established with the assistance of the 
ussr once again.established in 1964, this plant achieved its 
full capacity in 1978. During this phase, Bhilai steel Plant was 
also established. This plant has received Prime Minister’s Award 
for the record 11 times. Bhilaisteel Plant is world-famous for 
manufacturing rails and industrial steel plates. The Congress 
governments emphasized on steel sector because without being 
self-reliant in steel production, there could not be significant 
progress in sectors like machinery, automobiles, rail, defence 
and infrastructure. By establishing these plants, it was tried to 
lessen regional disparity and it provided employment to lakhs 
of people also.

Pandit Nehru was encouraging such an economic policy which 
could diminish our dependency on imports and at the same 
time maintain our industrial structure. He was of the opinion 
that for the development of Indian economy infrastructure and 
heavy industries are essential and without which the process of 
modernizing Indian economy could not be completed. In the 

Second Five Year Plan (1956-60), emphasis was given to public-
sector units.

The main purposes of public sector undertakings were to 
enhance infrastructure sector; to manufacture machinery 
for other sectors, to generate employment and to increase 
GDP. for this, the leaders of the Congress party nationalized 
those units which had already been declared as “sick units.” 
After nehru, the Congress PMs followed the same policy of 
industrial and economic development. smt. indira Gandhi 
nationalized 14 private banks in 1969 and 6 more banks in 
1980.

After independence the ideology for industrial development was 
based on minimizing regional disparity and framing a socialistic 
distribution system. For this, special emphasis was given to 
public sector units. In that era, industrial rivalry among countries 
had started but for India, it was more important to be self-reliant 
in industrial production and to reduce import bills. This was a 
practical approach and that’s why several industrial plants were 
established one after another under public sector.

The public sector undertakings have played a major role 
in enhancing income and GDP on one hand and providing 
employment on a large scale on the other. some of the 
important Psus constituted by the Congress governments 
are  steel Authority of india, Coal india Limited, indian 
oil Corporation Limited, ntPC Ltd., oil india Ltd. and 
Bharat heavy electricals Ltd. Due to their praiseworthy 
participation for industrial development of the country, the 
government designated them “Maharatnas”. At present there 
are 7 Maharatna, 17 navratna and 73 Miniratna Companies 
in india.

After independence, the industrial development attained 
momentum slowly but steadily and the public sector accelerated 
the Indian economy. Between 1956 and 1976, the public sector 
maintained a growth rate of 5% but the Janata Party government 
charged the policies adopted by the Congress government. It 
resulted in slowing down of industrial development for two years 
since these was a sense of political instability in the country. 
During the initial years of 1980’s rivalry among countries was on 
a rise worldwide. PM Indira Gandhi took some important policy-
related decisions. She encouraged private investments, relaxed 
licensing process and gave permission for import of technology.

These policy-based reforms paved the way for the 
modernization of industries like cement, garment, 
automotive, food-processing and polyester. in this decade, 
india began to pursue international markets. in 1980’s the rise 
of industrial production proved the visionary leadership of 
the Congress party and better performance of public sector. 
The liberalization policy of the Congress party and an increase 
in Public-sector investments also contributed to a large extent 
for the rise in industrial production.

Between 1980 and 1990, Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi took some important policy-based decisions for industrial 
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reforms. As a result, the industrial growth-rate was 7.8% between 
1981-82 and 1991-92 whereas the growth rate in production, 
mining and power was 7.6%, 8.4% and 9% respectively. This 
industrial growth rate was 4.5 to5% which increased to 7.5% due 
to policies adopted by the Congress governments. In 1986-87, the 
industrial growth rate was 9.1%.

rajiv Gandhi became the prime-minister of india in 1984 
and he continued the industrial reforms. his dream was that 
of an india of 21st century. he encouraged computer and 
information-technology. it is the contribution of rajiv Gandhi 
that india is regarded as a pioneer in information-technology 
sector. from the beginning of 1990’s, this sector gained 
momentum.

There are two main components of this sector  IT service and BPO 
(Business Process Outsourcing). Today we are using a number 
of IT services though mobile, internet, computers, software etc 
without which we can’t imagine to lead our lives in this modern 
age.

With the expansion of IT industry, lakhs of youth got employment 
and it is playing an important role in the country’s GDP also. In 
1998, ITs contribution to India’s GDP was 1.2% which increased 
to 7.5% in 2012. In 2015, NASSCOM released the data which 
showed that IT industry’s contribution is 147 billion dollar and its 
annual growth rate is 13% whereas it has provided employment to 
25 lakh people directly. 

Even the challenges like cut-throat competition in international 
market and a relaxation in import policy, the industrial growth 
rate gained momentum. The industrial growth rate was 2.3% in 
1992-92; 6% in 1993-94, 9.1% in 1994-95 and a whopping 13% 
in 1995-96.

After this, the industrial growth witnessed slowdown because 
of instable governments at the centre. In 2001-02, it came down 
to 2.7% but when UPA-I came into power, it, as usual, paid its 
attention to economic and industrial development of the country. 
As a result, the industrial growth rate touched 8.5% in 2004-05 
and 11.6% in 2006-07. But the recession of 2008, weak economic 
scenario and low demand compelled economic slowdown. 
But during UPA-1 and UPA-2, special attention was given to 
infrastructure development and policy-relate matters so that 
industrial development can gain its momentum once again. As a 
result of the implementation of these policies, the industrial sector 
now contributes 26% in India’s GDP and it employs 22% of the 
total available work force. India’s industrial sector holds 6th place 
globally on the basis of capacity of production and total valuation.

It is essential to have a look at some specific industries which hold 
an important place globally. The petrochemical sector contributes 
34% in Gross Industrial Products. The Congress governments set 
up a number of oil-refineries across the country. The Jamnagar 
Refinery is at present the biggest one whose capacity is 1.24 million 
barrel per day. India is at 5th place globally in the production of 
agrochemical, polymer, plastic, dye and organic and inorganic 
chemicals.

The pharma sector has expanded many-fold in recent years. The 
Congress governments have always encouraged health related 
researches keeping in mind the vast population of our country. 
Today India supplies 8% of the total medicines of the world 
market. India makes 60,000 types of medicines. In 2012, the 
pharma industry touched 55billion dollar worth of business and 
probably it will double in 2020.

The engineering sector is an important stakeholder in India’s 
industrial capability and it holds third place in terms of earning 
foreign currency. This sector includes transport, machinery, tools, 
capital goods, transformer, turbine, automobiles and railways. 
Abort 40 lakh people are employed in this sector. This sector 
caters the domestic demand and thus lessened our dependency 
upon imports. In 2013-14, the export of engineering sector was 
worth 67 billion dollar.

The impact of policy-based reforms of the Congress governments 
can clearly be observed in the automobile sector. In 2011, 18 
million passenger and commercial vehicles were manufactured 
and about 2.3 billion vehicles were exported. India is at the top 
in tractor-manufacturing. In 2013, 29% of the total tractors of the 
world were manufactured in India. India holds 12th position in 
machine-tools manufacturing sector.

The Congress governments succeeded in upgrading jewellery and 
precious stones sector to an organized sector. This sector provided 
jobs to lakhs of people. This sector’s contribution in India’s GDP 
is about Rs 2.5 lakh crore and the famous economists are of the 
opinion that this sector will touch Rs. 5 lakh crores in 2018.

Today the garments industry contributes 4% of India’s GDP, 14% 
of industrial production and 17% of exports. 45 million people are 
employed in this sector. 

The Congress governments understood very well the importance 
of service sector and encouraged this sector by their policy based 
reforms. This sector’s contribution was 15% in India’s GDP in 
1950 which increased to 57% in 2012. This sector employs 27% of 
the total population. 

The economic and industrial development of the country was 
impossible without enhancing the capacity of power generation. 
The successive Congress governments gave emphasis to power 
generation and as a result india is currently generating 4.8% of 
total global power output. even Japan and russia lag behind 
india in power generation. today india’s power generation 
is about 282 Gigawatts in which thermal power contributes 
69.8%, hydropower 15.2% and 15% by other sources.

it is clear from the above-mentioned facts that the policies 
adopted by the Congress governments have proved highly 
successful in the context of industrial development of the 
country. The Congress governments have established india 
as an economic superpower in international arena. Despite 
all these achievements, some political parties raise questions. 
These parties are pre-occupied with Congress bashing and it 
only shows their intellectual bankruptcy. v
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BIHAR
Sewa Dal Meeting Held

Patna: The Executive Committee meeting 
of the Bihar Pradesh Congress Sewa Dal 
was held on 30th March, 2016 at the 
Sadaqat Ashram. All India Congress Sewa 
Dal organizing secretary and incharge of 
Bihar, Shri Raj Narayan Yadav was the 
chief guest.

Addressing the meeting, Shri Raj Narayan 
Yadav said that today the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi talks about resolving 
the problems of the farmers, but we have 
to keep in mind that the UPA government 
in its time waived off Rs. 72 thousand 
crores loan of the farmers.

Shri Yadav said that we could not properly 
tell the people about the achievements of 
the UPA government. He said that one 
may not see the Gandhi on the heads of 
the Congressmen but it can still be seen 
on the heads of the Sewa Dal workers. 
He said the power comes and goes but 
the Sewa Dal workers have to keep the 
organization alive both in good and bad 
times.

Tributes paid to Babu 
Jagjivan Ram

sasaram: Tributes were paid to Babu 
Jagjivan Ram on his 109th birth 
anniversary. On the occasion the statue 
of former Deputy Prime Minister was 
garlanded at the Ojha Town Hall premises 
and tributes were offered.

STATESWATCH

Bihar Congress Delegate and Rohtas 
District Congress Vice-President, Shri 
Manoj Kumar Singh said that to keep the 
unity and integrity of the country, Babuji 
sacrificed his life. Babuji was a symbol of 
dedication.

Also present were Shri Harihar Prasad 
Singh, Shri Jagropan Singh, Shri Dashrath, 
Shri Ganga Dayal Prasad, Navi Hussain, 
Anirudh Tiwari, Baby Paswan, Manoj 
Paswan, Ramayan Pandey, Ramashish 
Ram, Punit Kumar, Ansar Alam, Surya 
Prasad Vishwakarma and others.

CHANDIGARH
Congress holds candle march 

against the murder of the 
Democracy

C h a n d i g a r h :  Ut t r a k h a n d  C e l l 
of  Chandigarh Congress Committee 
organized a Candle March in protest 
against the murder of democracy 
in Uttarakhand by the BJP Government 
on 29th March, 2016.

The protest march was led by Pardeep 
Chhabra president, Chandigarh Congress 
and started from sector 40 C which 
witnessed huge gathering of the Congress 
workers and the public against  the 
imposition of the president’s rule in 
Uttarakhand.   

B a r i n d e r  S i n g h  R a w a t 
president  Uttrakhand Cell Congress, 

Bhupinder Singh, Devinder  Singh 
Babla, Gurbax Rawat, Darshan Garg, 
HS lucky, Ajay Joshi, Rajiv Modgil, 
Yadvindra  Mehta, Jitendra  Yadav, 
Narendra Singh, Acchelal Gaur Kamaljit 
Singh, Rajni Talwar, Harnek Singh, 
Rakesh Garg, HL Kundra, Sunil Kumar, 
Sunil Sood, Vasu, Sonia, Bachan Singh 
Nagarkoti, Bhagvati  Parasad Gaur were 
among those who were present on the   
occasion. 

Pardeep Chhabra president Chandigarh 
Congress said that the BJP Government 
has been taking undemocratic steps after 
it became difficult for the party to digest 
the defeats in the states by the Congress.

Shri Chhabra said that the doublespeak 
of the BJP has also been once again 
exposed. On the one hand Prime Minister 
Narendra  Modi,, has been  claiming 
to be a true follower of the ideology 
of BR Ambedkar, on the other  he  has 
been taking steps against  his vision of 
democracy.

He said that the people of the country are 
now aware and will teach the Government 
a lesson  at appropriate time. He said 
that it was not the first time that the 
Government  killed the  democracy but 
this  Government was doing it in the 
past when it imposed President’s rule in 
Arunachal Pradesh also.

While  addressing the gathering  Shri 
Chhabra said the Government failed to 
fulfill even a single promise made to the 
people before the election.  ”Every section 
of the society is facing hardship of price 
rise.” said Chhabra. He slammed the BJP 
leadership for burdening the people with 
a number of taxes.

CHHATTISGARH
Black-listed company 

supplying drugs
raipur: The City Congress Committee 
president, Shri Vikas Yadav said on 19th 
March that the Raman Singh government 
in the state was buying medicines from 
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the companies that were Black-listed by 
the state Health Department.

Shri Yadav said that by doing so the lives 
of so many people were being put to 
risk. He said the Chhattisgarh Medical 
Services Limited had filed a complaint 
with the police about buying of inferior 
drugs from Vital Health Corporation of 
Gujarat.

DELHI
Delhi Budget - a report card 

of the failures of the AAP 
government  Ajay Maken

new Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Shri Ajay Maken, 
slamming the Kejriwal Government, 
described the Delhi budget as a “report 
card of AAP’s failures of the past one 
year” which brought development in the 
National Capital to a standstill. 

Shri Maken on 28th March, 2016 said 
the shortfall in revenue collection and 
shortfall in planned budget spending 
“are two alarming signs of governance 
failure in an economy” and both the 
factors dominated the budget figures of 
the Kejriwal Government.

Shri Maken said while the VAT collection 
declined by Rs 3000 crores compared to 
the projected figures in the Budgetary 
Estimates, the total ‘planned spending’ 
of the Government also went down by 
Rs 2600 crores—a historic low.

The DPCC President sought the response 
of the Chief Minister as to whether the 
reason for such unprecedented shortfall 
was ‘corruption and inefficiency in his 
Government’.

Referring to the large portions of unspent 
budgetary allocation, Shri Maken said 
that on the one hand the Delhi Finance 
Minister is seeking additional funds from 
the Centre, and at the same time Rs. 
3164 crores of public money was lying 
untouched in the Government treasury.

Lambasting the Delhi Finance Minster 
over his false claims for ‘record tax growth 

in the financial year 2015-16’, Shri Maken, 
while referring to the budgetary figures, 
said that while under the Congress 
regime tax collection grew by 18.28% in 
the financial year 2010-11, 29.17% in FY 
2011-12 and 24.99% in FY 2012-13, it fell 
to 13.63% in FY 2015-16, i.e. under the 
domain of the present Government. Shri 
Maken advised Finance Minister Shri 
Sisodia to check the facts before making 
such unsubstantiated claims.

Further, Shri Maken said that unkempt 
promises of yesterday become taxes of 
today, and it was the result of the failure of 
the AAP Government which compelled 
Kejriwal to increase VAT on petrol and 
diesel, not once but twice in the past one 
year. Moreover, Shri Maken noted, with 
the massive decline in expenditure in 
important sectors like education, health, 
transport etc. and the only increase in 
Government spending being on salaries 
of MLAs and publicity of the ruling party, 
gives the common man no reason to 
celebrate the present budget.

Congress will win  
MCD byelections 

new Delhi: Pradesh Congress Committee 
president Shri Ajay Maken on 3rd April, 
2016 inaugurated the Block Congress 
Committee office at Major Bhupendra 

Singh Nagar, Khyala, in the Tilak Nagar 
Assembly constituency. Ex-MP Shri 
Mahabal Mishra, District president Shri 
Pradeep Sharma and Block Congress 
Committee president Shri Dharampal 
Chandela, former deputy mayor Anita 
Babbar, Municipal Councillor Amrita 
Dhawan, Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Poorvanchal Cell president Shivji Singh, 
Jagmohan Singh, Hasan Abbas, Naveen 
Kohli, Anoop Singh, Roop Singh and 
thousands of Congress workers and local 
people were also present on the occasion. 
Earlier, Shri Maken also inaugurated the 
Nawada MCD ward election campaign 
office in the presense of ex-MLA Shri 
Mukesh Sharma and thousands of 
Congress workers and local people. Shri 
Sharma later took out a 10-km long 
padayatra in the area. 

Mounting a frontal attack on the BJP and 
the Aam Aadmi Party while inaugurating 
the MCD by-election campaign at 

rAhuL GAnDhi PAys triButes to BABu JAGJivAn rAM

Remembering Babu Jagjivan Ramji on his birth anniversary on 5th April. A true 
champion of social justice, He dedicated his life in fighting inequality and injustice.
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Nawada, Shri Maken said both BJP and 
APP were two sides of the same coin, and 
both had played negative roles in stopping 
the developments of Delhi, for which they 
have to apologise to the people of Delhi. 
Shri Maken said Delhi is being ruled 
by three Governments out of which the 
BJP is in power at the Centre and in the 
MCDs while the AAP Government was 
at the helm in Delhi.  He said ever since 
the BJP and the AAP started ruling in 
Delhi, the development- works in the 
Capital have come to a grinding halt. 
Shri Maken, addressing thousands of 
Congress workers and local residents 
at Mohan Garden, Peepal Road, Uttam 
Nagar, said both the BJP and the AAP had 
misled the people through false promises 
and propaganda to get their votes, and 
after coming to power they betrayed the 
trust and confidence of the people to let 
them down. 

After addressing the gathering by DPCC 
president Shri Ajay Maken, senior leader 
and ex-MLA Shri Mukesh Sharma 
took out a 10-km long padayatra under 
blazing heat to sound the bugle of the 
MCD by-election to the Nawada ward. 
Thousands of Congress workers, carrying 
Congress flags, also accompanied him in 
the padayatra and he was enthusiastically 
received by the local residents with 
garlands and flowers. He went around 
door-to-door to appeal to the local people 
to vote for the Congress party in the MCD 
by-elections.

Trade Unions give 12 point 
Charter of Demands

new Delhi: The National Convention of 
Workers organized by the Joint Platform 
of the Central Trade Unions of the 
country along with Independent National 
Federation of Employees of different 
industries and services congratulates the 
workers for the resounding historical 
success of the strike on 2nd September, 
2015 and also for their huge participation 
in the countrywide National Protest Day 
on 10th March, 2016.

In the convention held on 30 March, 

2016 a few important declarations has 
been taken:

· No  me asu re  has  b e e n  t a ke n 
by government to curb prices of 
essential commodities and to generate 
employment.

· The government is silent on retrieving 
black money stashed abroad and also 
recovering the Rs 4.04lakhcrore of bad 
debts.

· Whole range of social security 
measures like Provident Fund, ESI 
are attacked by making it optional.

The convention resolved to undertake 
programme to pressurize the government 
on 12 points Charter of Demands at 
the grass root level and prepare for 
countrywide united movement and 
observe the following programme of 
agitation and action:

1) Joint Conventions and campaigns 
during June  July, 2016 in states, 
districts and at industry level and 
take initiative to involve peasants, 
agri-labourers and the masses in the 
campaign.

2) Day long ‘Mass Dharna/Satyagraha in 
the capital of the states and industrial 
centers preferably on the auspicious 
day of 9th August, 2016 (Quit India 
Day) in preparation for the Strike.

3) All India General Strike on 2nd 
September, 2016.

That National Convention of Workers 
calls upon the trade unions and working 
people irrespective of affiliations to unite 
and make the countrywide General Strike 
a massive success.

HARYANA
Report of Haryana SYL-

Sadbhavna Yatra organized 
by HPCC

(First Phase: April 06th to 10th)

Haryana faced a huge challenge in recent 
times. On one hand the “Bhaichara” 
among its 36 Biradaris (Communities), 

a unique feature Haryana that is famous 
for, was under challenge because of the 
ulterior motives of BJP in Haryana, the 
state is also facing severe water shortage. 
This is putting burden on farmers who 
are dependent on water. Keeping these 
burning issues in mind, HPCC under the 
leadership of President Dr. Ashok Tanwar 
decided to start a Yatra to mobilize and 
make people aware about the issues and 
urge them to maintain the fabric of social 
harmony. 

The first phase of the Yatra started from 
Rajiv Chowk, Faridabad on April 06, 
2016.  In their inaugural speeches Dr. 
Ashok Tanwar, Smt. Kiran Chaudhary, 
Leader, CLP, Smt. Shruti Chaudhary, 
Ex-M.P., Capt. Ajay Singh Yadav and 
other leaders exhorted the people to 
maintain peace and harmony despite 
the provocation of some elements to 
create a wedge between the communities 
in the State who have been leaving in 
peace since long.  They also highlighted 
the failure of the BJP Govt. in Haryana, 
Akali-BJP Govt. in Punjab and the BJP 
Govt. at Centre in implementing the 
decision regarding construction of SYL 
canal. These leaders said that this canal 
would be life-line of Haryana by bringing 
waters of Ravi-Beas in the parched areas 
of Haryana but the BJP-led Govts. have 
backstabbed the Haryanvis by failing in 
implementing the decisions of different 
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Commissions and Courts regarding the 
construction of SYL canal.

Before the yatra moved on its journey 
from Faridabad, Dr. Ashok Tanwar and 
Smt. Kiran Chaudhary as a token of 
sadbhavna, honoured seven persons from 
different sections of society by presenting 
them shawls. 

People of Haryana participated in the 
yatra enthusiastically and the response 
to the Yatra at different places was quite 
warm with people listening to the leaders 
attentively. 

The five-day Haryana SYL-Sadbhavna 
Yatra beginning from Faridabad, passed 
through the districts of Palwal, Mewat, 
Gurgaon, Rewari, Mahendergarh, Jhajjar 
and culminated at Rohtak on April 10, 
2016.

During the f ive-day yatra many 
prominent leaders of different parties 
joined the Congress Party expressing 
faith and confidence in the policies and 
programmes of the Congress Party under 
the leadership of Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji 
and Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji.  

Violating SC orders
Gurgaon: In the meeting of the Haryana 
Pradesh Congress Committee held 
on 19th March, 2016, HPCC General 
Secretary, Shri Khazan Singh said that 
the Akali-BJP combine in the Punjab 
government were openly violating the 
verdict of the Supreme Court on the issue 
of the SYL canal.

In its states report to the State Government, 
the Supreme Court had asked that the 
Home Secretary and the Chief Secretary 
of the state with the DGP are appointed 
as Receivers. Shri Singh said that the SYL 
was the life-line of 2.5 crore people of 
Haryana. He said the Prime Minister and 
the Home Minister were mute spectators 

as the Akali-BJP government in Punjab 
were violating the orders of the Supreme 
Court and the Constitution.

Rewari SP honoured
rewari: On the occasion of International 
Women’s Day, the Haryana Pradesh 
Mahila Congress honoured outstanding 
women on this day.

The Rewari unit of the Mahila Congress 
honoured the SP of Rewari, Smt. Sangeeta 
Kalia for her fearless duty.

Also present were Pradesh General 
Secretary and Spokesperson Vandana 
Popli, District President, Amritkala 
Tikania, Pradesh Vice-President, Saroj 
Bhardwaj, Hina Malik, Poonam Rani 
with others.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
International Women’s Day 

celebrated
shimla: Pradesh Mahila Congress 
honoured women on the International 
Women’s Day on 8th March, 2016 
at the Rajiv Bhawan. The function 
was presided over by Pradesh Mahila 
Congress President Sushila Negi.

Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu was 
the Chief Guest. Sushila Negi honoured 
the Hon’ble guests and the women 
who had come from all over the state. 

Intellectual Department Chairman J.N. 
Borowalia then explained about the law 
and provisions for women.

New appointments in 
Himachal Pradesh Sewa Dal

shimla: Pradesh organizer and District 
Unna incharge Shri Naresh Lakhanpal 
and District Unna Chief Organizer Dr. 
Rajpal Sharma and Pradesh Congress 
Sewa Dal Chief Organizer Anurag 
Sharma in the executive meeting on 
22nd March, 2016 passed a list for Unna 
Vidhan Sabha area.

The list included are District Mahila 
Organizer, 13 District Organizers, 13 
Organization General Secretaries and one 
office secretary.

Jasveer Kaur has been named Mahila 
Organizer for District Unna Congress 
Sewa Dal. Baldev Dhiman, Yograj, Irayat 
Ali, Sardari Lal, Balwinder Singh, Urmila 
Devi, Barun Sharma, Anil Kumar, Ram 
Dhan, Karan Singh, Ashwani Kumar, 
Prakash Chandra and Pritam Chandra 
were appointed Congress Sewa Dal 
organizers.

Ravindra Kumar, Vijay Rana, Palwinder 
Kumar, Ajay Kumar, Devendra Kumar, 
Sudesh Kumari, Pawan Kumar, Mastan 
Singh, Jaswant Singh, Subhash Chandra, 
Nirmal Singh and Praveen Kumar were 
appointed General Secretaries while 
Surendra Singh was made office secretary.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Hurriyat leadership rejects 

terrorism
Jammu: Prof. Saifuddin Soz, Former 
Union Minister and Senior Congress 
Leader, has issued the following statement 
to the press, on 29th March, 2016.
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“It is heartening situation that the 
Hurriyat Leadership, in one voice, 
strongly condemned the barbaric terrorist 
act, in which 72 precious innocent lives 
were lost, besides, injuring more than 150 
persons, in Lahore (Pakistan), other day.

It is all the more heartening that the 
Senior Hurriyat Leadership rejected 
and condemned terrorism in the name 
of Islam.

I feel that the Hurriyat Leadership’s 
strong statement is very timely and it 
will constitute a shot in the arm of Nawaz 
Sharief, Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
who has reiterated his resolve to finish 
terrorism from the soil of Pakistan. This 
will also facilitate and promote very 
cordial relationship between India and 
Pakistan and both the countries will fight 
against terrorism together.

I have a feeling in my heart and mind 
that the ISIS, the Taliban, the Alqaida and 
other terrorist organizations have done 
great harm to the concept of Islam, which 
stands for peace, harmony and solidarity 
of mankind.”

MADHYA PRADESH
Tributes paid to Bhagat 

Singh, Rajguru, Sukhdev
Gwalior: The City District Congress, 
led by its president, Dr. Darshan Singh 
paid tributes to the great patriots  Sardar 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev who 

sacrificed their lives on 23rd March, 2016.

The trio were hung to death by the British 
for disobeying them as they were fighting 
for independence of India.

PUNJAB
Naming of Chandigarh 

Airport
Chandigarh: Accusing Punjab BJP 
President of misleading the people of the 
country over the naming of Chandigarh 
Airport on the name of our revered 
martyr Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Member of 
Parliament S. Ravneet Singh Bittu on 11th 
March, 2016 asked him to apologize to 
the people for playing with their emotions 
and trying to mislead them.

Ravneet asked Shri Kamal Sharma to tell 
the people when he met Chief Minister 
of Haryana on this issue? When did the 
Chief Minister of Haryana agree to name 
the airport after Shaheed Bhagat Singh? 
When has the Chief Minister of Haryana 
written to Union Civil Aviation Ministry 
to name the airport on the name of 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh? And lastly when 
was your proposal accepted by the Union 
Civil Aviation Ministry?

Bittu released to the media the reply of 
Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State 
for Civil Aviation to his question on 
03.03.2016 regarding the naming of 
Chandigarh airport to which the Minister 
on the floor of the House had said that 
due to non-consensus between State 
Government of Punjab and Haryana the 
airport terminal could not be named. 
Despite the tall claims being made by the 
State BJP President, Ravneet said this is 
actually the same reply he had received 
three month back on 03.12.2015 to the 
similar question. This proves beyond 
doubt that on the one hand the feelings 
of the people are deeply hurt over the 
delay in the naming of the airport on 
the name of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, on 
the other hand the BJP ruling in Punjab, 
Haryana and the centre is disrespecting 
the memory of Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
and playing petty politics in naming 
Chandigarh Airport, he said.      

While stating that the supreme sacrifice 
of Shaheed Bhagat Singh for the 
independence of the Nation is unparalled 

and the people of the country, particularly 
the youth, consider him as their role 
model, Ravneet gave an ultimatum to 
the Punjab Government to impress 
upon its alliance partner in the Centre 
to name the Chandigarh Airport on the 
name of Shaheed Bhagat Singh before his 
martyrdom day or else on 23.03.2016 we 
will pay tributes and respects to our hero 
by naming the airport after him.

It is pertinent to mention here that on 
02.03.2016 Shri Kamal Sharma had 
claimed that he had successfully mediated 
between the two state governments on 
the issue and that a consensus had been 
arrived at between Punjab and Haryana 
over the airport’s name. Haryana Chief 
Minister has agreed to name the airport 
after Shaheed Bhagat Singh, he had said. 

SAD should break alliance 
with BJP government, 

withdraw Harsimrat from the 
Modi cabinet: Channi

Chandigarh:  The Leader  of  the 
Opposition and the Punjab Congress 
Legislature Party chief Shri Charanjit 
Singh Channi on 17th March, 2016 
urged the chief minister of Punjab Shri 
Parkash Singh Badal to protect the 
interests of Punjab at every level in view 
of the status quo ordered by the Supreme 
Court on the SYL Canal on the petition 
filed by Haryana. Badal should fight 
the case in true spirit pleading it in the 
Supreme Court with the best available 
legal experts of the country. Earlier 
also the Punjab government led by Shri 
Badal did not defend the SYL case in 
Supreme Court seriously that’s why the 
Punjab is suffering till today. The land 
could be de notified via notification also 
but intentionally to befool the people of 
Punjab the bill was brought by the ruling 
party in Vidhan Sabha. 

Shri Channi said that the Punjab assembly 
had unanimously passed the bill and the 
Congress party will not let any single 
drop of water to go out of the state. Now 
it is the conscious of the chief minister of 
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Punjab whether to continue this alliance 
with the BJP at the center or not. Shri 
Badal should also withdraw her daughter 
in law Smt. Harsimrat Kaur Badal from 
the Modi cabinet as a matter of protest 
because the BJP government in Haryana 
is pushing the case against Punjab. 
Channi also questioned the silence 
of the Punjab BJP on this SYL matter 
when their government in Haryana is 
opposing the Punjab’s move. The people 
of Punjab are eagerly watching and will 
give them a befitting reply in the coming 
Vidhan Sabha elections. He asserted 
it was a project that was defunct as its 
construction had stopped in 1990 and 
the canal had been crumbling over the 
years. He said practically, it was shelved 
years ago that could not be restarted and 
would never be completed.

Channi also called upon the Chief 
Minister Shri Parkash Singh Badal and 
Deputy Chief Minister Shri Sukhbir 
Singh Badal to clarify their relationship 
with Indian National Lok Dal Supremo 
Shri Om Parkash Chautala and his family 
in view of the ruckus created by Shri 
Abhay Chautala and his party MLAs on 
the issue of SYL Canal bill.

Protest Demonstration
Chandigarh:  Congressmen were 
protesting in front of the Municipal 
Corporation office against the illegal 
occupancy of the land of a widower here 
on 30th March, 2016.

Congressmen said that BJP Councillor 
Shri Satish Kanth had illegally occupied 
the land and the City Mayor was giving 
protection, so the Mayor should resign.

Those present in the demonstration 
were office-bearers of District Mahila 

Congress, Youth Congress, Sewa Dal and 
S.M. Khan, Bhupinder Singh Bahedi, 
Gurdeep Singh, Devinder Singh, Sandeep 
Bhardwaj, S.S. Lucky, Vinod Sharma, 
Meenakshi Chaudhary, Kamlesh, Ajay 
Joshi with others. 

RAJASTHAN
BJP is working against 

Democratic set-up
Jaipur: The ruling BJP people are 
working against the democratic set-up. 
Going against the limitations of the 
Constitution, they are destabilizing the 
Congress governments elected by the 
people and are imposing President’s 
rule. Arunachal Pradesh is a border 
state of India and when efforts are made 
to destabilize it is like playing with the 
sovereignty of the country because when 
an elected government is dismissed then 
it is an insult of people’s verdict, which 
is like insulting the people of the state. 
The central government after Arunachal 
Pradesh has imposed President’s Rule in 
Uttarakhand and thus made an attack 
on federalism. These comments were 
made by Pradesh Congress President, 
Shri Sachin Pilot while addressing the 
Jaipur City and Rural District Congress 
Committees here on 4th April, 2016.

Shri  Pi lot  said that whether the 
government is in minority or majority, 
the best place to prove is the Vidhan 
Sabha or the Parliament and not by the 
Union Cabinet’s fancy and without giving 
enough time you impose President’s 
Rule to show that the government is in 
minority. The BJP has not fulfilled a single 
promise after winning the elections. The 
people are angry all over India because 
the power to rule is being used for anti-

people policies and forgetting people’s 
welfare. The BJP is using its majority 
verdict to fulfill its political jealousy. He 
said that the Chief Minister of the state 
should apologize on behalf of their leaders 
for making objectionable comments 
against the Congress Vice-President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi, let alone apologizing; 
those leaders are being encouraged. 
Because of calamities the farmers of the 
state and country are committing suicides 
and the cattle are dying for want of water 
but the government instead of giving 
relief at the government level is denying 
incidents of suicides and thus rubbing 
salt on the wounds of the farmers. He 
said that the country and the people have 
become the victims of anarchy by the 
people sitting in power. He said that the 
BJP instead of giving good governance is 
busy finding undemocratic ways to topple 
governments in Congress-ruled states. 
The crime is on the rise in the state and 
the country, internal and external security 
is a sensitive issue, businessmen are on the 
roads, the common man is burdened by 
the rising price. He said the way the BJP 
leaders are giving statements everyday has 
become a cause of concern for the unity 
and integrity of the country. To protect 
the democracy and the Constitution of 
India we Congressmen have to unitedly 
struggle against it because the purpose of 
the BJP is to remain in power by dividing 
the nation. The main purpose of the BJP 
is to destroy democratic values and play 
the politics of polarization.

Addressing the dharna, Pradesh incharge 
and AICC Secretary Mirza Irshad Baig 
said that today the country is passing 
through a constitutional crisis. The 
office of the Governor is working on 
the directive of the BJP-ruled central 
government and have become a source 
to destabilize the governments in 
Congress-ruled states. He said that BJP 
who did not make any contribution in 
the independence of the country are 
showing-off now as nationalists and are 
issuing certificates of nationalism. The 
BJP which has failed on all fronts by 
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issuing controversial statements is trying 
to divert the attention of the people from 
the main issues.

The dharna was also addressed by 
Pradesh Congress Vice-President and 
Media Chairperson, Dr. Archana Sharma, 
General Secretary Shri Sushil Sharma, 
Smt. Jyoti Khandelwal, City District 
Congress President, Shri Pratap Singh 
Khacharivas, Secretary, Shri Mohan 
Dagar, Shri Amin Kagzi, former MP, 
Dr. Mahesh Joshi, Congress leader 
Ramchandra Sardhana.

Mahila Congress to expose 
BJP failures

Bikaner: Meeting of City District Mahila 
Congress was held on 29th March, 
2016 in which it was decided to start a 
campaign against the failures of the state 
government.

The meeting was presided by Mahila 
Congress Divisional incharge and 
Pradesh Vice-President, Shabnam 
Godara at Anand Niketan Bhawan. It 
was decided in the meeting that the 
failures of the BJP at the centre and the 
state is placed before the public. It was 

also decided to make the organization 
strong by moving from village to village 
and at the Booth level and to expose 
the failures of the government and to 
understand the problems of the people 
and try to resolve it.

Ms. Godara said the BJP is shutting 
down the people’s welfare programmes 
started by UPA government and said that 
according to the directive of the Pradesh 
President Shakuntala Rawat, the Mahila 
Congress will ghearo the Vidhan Sabha.

UTTAR PRADESH
Important meeting held

Lucknow: An important meeting of all 
Vice-Presidents, General Secretaries and 
all District/City Congress Committee 
Presidents was held at the Congress 
headquarters here on 10th March, 2016. 
The meeting was presided over by UPCC 
President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri. Also 
present were AICC General Secretary and 
incharge Shri Madhusudan Mistry, MP, 
Legislature leader, Shri Pradeep Mathur, 
Vidhan Parishad leader, Shri Naseeb 
Pathan, Shri Prashant Kishore and AICC 
Pradesh incharge secretary, Shri Juber 
Khan, Prakash Joshi, Shri Ramkrishna 
Dwivedi, and Shri Satyadev Tripathi, 
former MLC Shri Harish Bajpayee, Shri 
Shivaz Mehendi, former MLA, Shri 
Bhagwati Prasad Chaudhary.

In the meeting, district and city office-
bearers gave the position of the party 
in their respective district and gave 
suggestions of winning 2017 elections.

Shri Madhusudan Mistry said that in 
Uttar Pradesh our fight is against the BJP 
because the ruling SP and the BSP are 

working for the BJP. If we win over BJP 
then these two parties will be defeated 
on their own.

Dr. Khatri said the decision on tickets 
will be taken soon after the decision of 
the district Congress committees and 
the observers. The selection will be 
transparent, he said and the tickets will 
be given to one among you.

Shri Prashant Kishore said that according 
to reports from every district, the victory 
in the elections is for the Congress which 

will form the next government in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Accusation letter against SP 
government

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee on 15th March, 2016 issued 
an accusation letter against the SP 
government in the State for its bad 
governance and anti-people policies.

The letter was issued in a press conference 
in the Media Department of the UPCC 
by Pradesh Communication Department 
Chairman and Former Minister, Shri 
Satyadev Tripathi, Pradesh Congress 
Disciplinary Committee Chairman, 

and Former Minister, Shri Ramkrishna 
Dwivedi, Former MLC and Pradesh 
Congress Treasurer, Shri Harish Bajpayee, 
Publicity and Publication Department 
Chairman, Shri Subodh Srivastav, Pradesh 
Congress Communication Department 
Vice-Chairman, Shri Virendra Madan 
and Shri Maroof Khan.

The eight-page letter tells about how the 
law and order has deteriorated and that 
all classes of people, dalits, minorities, 
backwards, women, youth including 
farmers have been affected by the anti-
people polices.

Minority Department 
Meeting Held

Lucknow: UPCC Minority Department 
Pradesh office-bearers Division/Zonal 
Chairmen and District/City Chairman 
held a meeting here at the UPCC 
Headquarters on 29th March, 2016. 
The meeting was presided over by 
Department Chairman, Hazi Shiraz 
Mehandi. Also present were UPCC 
President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, AICC 
Minority Department Chairman, Shri 
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Khursheed Ahmad Sayeed, Vidhan 
Parishad leader Shri Naseeb Pathan, MLA 
Shri Gajraj Singh, Banshi Pahadia, former 
MP, Zaffar Ali Naqvi, former MLA, Shri 
Fazle Masood.

Dr. Nirmal Khatri was happy with 
the party programme of the Minority 
Department in every district and their 
full participation and said that the 
programmes started by the previous UPA 
government for the minorities should 
again be started and their propaganda 

against the Modi government and the 
Akhilesh government be told in the 
public for their carelessness for the 
people.

Minority Department Chairman, Shri 
Khursheed Ahmad Sayeed said that the 
people of UP have closely watched the 
SP and BSP governments. Both these 
parties do not work for the rights of 
the minorities, they only misguide the 

people whereas the Congress Party led 
by its National Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi is fighting throughout the 
country for the cause of dalits, muslims, 
labourers, farmers and poor people. 
Organization has to be made strong upto 
Panchayat and Block level.

Haji Shiraz Mehandi said that the 
Madarsa Board exams were held in Inter-
colleges and there was much anger among 
the people. The Madarsa Board exams 

neWs

should be held in Madarsa Board itself. 
He said in the coming time meetings will 
be held in Aligarh, Kanpur, Gorakhpur 
and Moradabad.

Former MP, Zaffar Ali Naqvi, former 
MLA, Fazle Masood, Maroof Khan with 
all the office-bearers of the Minority 
Department and District and City 
Chairmen Shri Gyanendra Pratap Singh, 
Shri Madan Gopal Singh Rakhada also 
addressed the meeting.

Holi Milan Held
In the evening, Holi Milan function was 
held at the UPCC Headquarters and Holi 
was played with Rose petals.

The function was presided over by 
UPCC President Dr. Nirmal Khatri and 
AICC Minority Department Chairman, 
Shri Khursheed Ahmad Sayeed was 
also present. Also present were senior 
Congress leaders and office-bearers.

Meeting on Flagship 
Programmes held

Lucknow: The Congress Party will reach 
out to people in the villages through the 
Flagship programmes started earlier by 
the UPA government. The labourers of 
the MGNREGA, small vendors living in 
cities, vendors on cart, footpath vendors, 
shopkeepers, poor children under the 
Right to Education, with all of them the 
Congress Party will start campaigning for 
their rights. This decision was taken in a 
meeting at the UPCC Headquarters here 
on 2nd April, 2016 and division incharge 
of flagship programmes, Shri Sanjay 
Dikshit presided over the meeting which 
was attended by executive members and 
district incharges. UPCC President, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri was the chief guest.

Protest against toppling of 
Congress government

Lucknow : Protesting against the 
Modi government for toppling the 
government in Congress-ruled states 
in an undemocratic way, the Congress 
on the directive of the UPCC president, 

Dr. Nirmal Khatri asked all district and 
City Congress units in the state to hold 
dharnas. To protest, demonstrations were 
held on 4th April, 2016 in various districts 
under the senior Congress leaders.

In the state capital, the protest dharna 
was held near the statue of Gandhiji in 
the GPO Park. Present in the dharna 
were former Pradesh Congress president, 
Dr. Rita Bahuguna Joshi, former MLA, 
Shri Shyam Kishore Shukla, Pradesh 
Congress general secretary and incharge 
of Lucknow, Shri Sanjeev Kumar Singh, 

Shri Virendra Madan, Shri Maroof 
Khan, Shri Subodh Srivastava, Shri 
Pramod Singh, Shri Onkarnath Singh, 
City Congress president, Shri Bodhlal 
Shukla, district president, Shri Gaurav 
Chaudhary with others.

Green signal to Bheem Jyoti 
Yatra

Lucknow: It was decided by the Congress 
Party that programmes and functions in 
the memory of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 
came to an end on 14th April, 2016. 

In that series, the third phase of the 
Bheem Jyoti Yatra was shown the green 
signal here on 31st March, 2016. In UP, 
Scheduled Caste Department, Chairman, 
Shri Bhagwati Prasad Chaudhary led the 
Bheem Jyoti Yatra in the state.
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The third phase of the Yatra was shown 
the green signal by SC Department, 
Chairman, Shri P.L. Punia, MP.

Awareness Padyatra
Aligarh: Under the public awareness 
campaign AICC spokesperson Vivek 
Bansal took out a padyatra from village 
Hajipur Chowhatta to Aasna here on 
20th March, 2016.

The padyatra was against the destruction 
of crops by hailstorm recently. Shri 
Bansal said that the neither the state 
government nor the central government 
were doing anything to compensate the 
farmers for their crops. He saidbecause 
of the distress of such calamitiesfarmers 
are compelled to take extreme step of 
suicide.

Women’s Day
Kanpur: Under the leadership of 
UPCC secretary, Shri Pradeep Mishra, 
the International Women’s Day was 
celebrated as women’s Empowerment 
Day here on 8th March, 2016.

On the occasion women who had made 
vital contributions to society were 
honoured and were given certificates 
and mementoes.

Bheem Jyoti Yatra
Lakhimpur Kheri: The Bheem Jyoti 
Yatra taken out by the Uttar Pradesh 
Congress Committee and led by former 
MLA, Shri Bhagwati Prasad Chaudhary 
was welcomed at Neemgaon on 1st 
April, 2016.

AICC Member and UPCC General 
Secretary and SC/ST Department 
Chairman, Shri Bhagwan addressed 
the yatra. Others in the yatra were 
AICC coordinator, Shri Shashank 
Shukla, Hori Lal, Sarlesh Rawat, Dr. 
Om Prakash, Chandraprabha Awasthi, 
Sushila Sonkar, Ghanshyam Sahai, 
Siddhishri with others.

Protest Yatra
Lakhimpur Kheri:  The Congress 
Sandesh Yatra was welcomed here on 
4th April, 2016. The Yatra was taken in 
protest to implement MGNREGA and 
Food Security Act started by the UPA 
government.

Others present in the Yatra were Shri 
Ganesh Shanker Pandey, VP, UPCC 
and Lucknow Division incharge, AICC 
Member and UPCC General Secretary, 
Shri Shiv Bhagwan.

Effigy Burnt
Lucknow: City Congress Committee 
Minority  Depar tment  led by its 
Chairman Mehandi Hassan burnt the 
effigy of the BJP leaders for speaking in 

indecent language against the Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the 
Shaheed Memorial here on 14th March, 
2016.

The BJP leaders Sambit Patra and Rakesh 
Sinha had referred Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
as an ISIS agent in a TV programme 
which is highly objectionable.

Protest Demonstration
Lucknow: City Congress Minority 
Department, led by its Chairman Shri 
Mehndi Hassan took out a massive 
demonstration here on 17th March, 
2016.

The  demonstrat ion  was  he ld  at 
Saadatganj, Buniyad Park against the 
fresh increase in the prices of Petrol 
and Diesel.

Effigy of Modi Government 
burnt

Meerut: District Congress Committee, 
Meerut Vice-President, Mohd. Imran 
burnt the effigy of Modi government 
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and also of Pakistan at the Children’s 
Park crossing here on 29th March, 2016.

The protest was against the Joint 
Investigating Team visiting Pathankot 
to investigate the attack by Pak terrorists 
that happened in Pathankot Air Base. 

Free Medical Camp Held
unnao: Former MP, Smt. Annu Tandon 
organized a free medical camp to check 
the eyes of the poor people of Unnao 
and of nearby villages. A team of experts 
from Sitapur Eye Hospital were called at 
the Hardya Narayan Dhawan Charitable 
Trust where the camp was organized. 

People from various villages across the 
district were given free check up and were 
givenadvice and medicines and spectacles 
were given also. Around 48 patients 
required hospitalization who were sent 
to Sitapur Eye Hospital for treatment.

Smt. Tandon said that most of the people 
in the area are suffering from cataract 
and I want this area to be free of cataract.

Present on the occasion were HNDC 
Trust managing Trustee Anup Kumar 
Me h rot r a ,  Vi v e k  S hu k l a ,  D C C 
Spokesperson Ajay Srivastav, Kamlesh 
Kumar, Anuj Shukla, Uday Pratap Singh, 
Suraj Maurya, Vipin Pandey, Arvind 
Chauhan, Pavan Mishra, Srivastav and 
Pushpa Singh.

continued from page 37

exchequer (para 2.8.5, pages 29-30, 
CAG report).

‘Unprecedented Loss’ and ‘Zero Return’ 
to the State exchequer is, thus, writ 
large.

2. As on Ist April, 2011; GSPC 
owned 64 ‘Gas Blocks’. Between 
01.04.2011 to 31.03.2015, GSPC gave 
up/surrendered 45 Blocks i.e. 70.31% 
of all Blocks owned by it.

Stunningly, total loss from surrender 
of 45 Blocks to public exchequer is 
Rs.2,992.72 crore (Para 2.10.1, pages 
34-35, CAG report).

 Out of this, surrender of 
11 ‘Overseas Blocks’ (5 in Egypt, 3 
in Yemen, 2 in Indonesia and 1 in 
Australia) caused loss of Rs.1,757.46 
crore. Surrender of 34 ‘Domestic 
Blocks’ caused a loss Rs.1,235.26 crore 
(para 2.12, page 35, CAG report).

Net result is that ‘borrowings of GSPC’, 
funded by public exchequer, increased 
from Rs.7,126,67 crore on 31.03.2011 
to Rs.19,716.27 crore as on 31.03.2015 
i.e. an increase of 177%. Not a single 
rupee of this loan/borrowing has been 
repaid by GSPC till date. In addition, 
even the ‘interest burden’ also increased 
from Rs.981.71 crore in 2011-12 to 
Rs.1,804.06 crore in 2014-15 (para 
2.13.1, pages 40-41, CAG report).

CAG recorded a clear indictment that 
GSPC continued to acquire Gas Blocks 
overseas without any experience or 
knowledge to run or operate the same 
(para 2.12.4, page 39, CAG report).

3. GSPC inducted two joint 
venture (JV) partners i.e. ‘Geo Global 
Resources’ and ‘Jubilant Offshore 
Drilling Private Limited’ to the extent 
of 10% each. Geo Global’, a Canadian 
Company, was given 10% equity free 
of cost by Gujarat government for its 

supposed technical expertise.

GSPC incurred an expenditure of 
Rs.2,319.43 crore towards the shares 
of the two JV partners i.e. ‘Geo Global’ 
and ‘Jubilant’ and completely failed to 
recover a single penny from them. This 
led to a direct burden of Rs.2,319.43 
crore on the State exchequer (para 
2.13.3, page 42, CAG report).

‘Unjust enrichment’ of the two JV 
partners, who were not even selected 
through a transparent process, is, thus, 
writ large. Moreover, GSPC even failed 
to conduct audit of the joint venture 
accounts (para 2.14.1, page 43, CAG 
report).

Shri Narendra Modi must own 
responsibility for this gross loss to 
public exchequer running into nearly 
Rs.20,000 crore. Question is, what is the 
penance for overselling an over hyped 
faux Gujarat Model? Is it not a clear 
cut case of non-recovery of money, 
nepotism and fiscal unaccountability 
in recovering money from private 
partners? Is it not deliberate 
squandering away of tax payers’ 
money as also unacceptable financial 
misdemeanor that are apparent 
alongwith willful political oversight by 
Shri Modi as Chief Minister?

Option is simple. Shri Narendra Modi 
must be held accountable by same 
standard that he applies for others 
and then resign pending a Supreme 
court monitored inquiry into the entire 
‘GSPC Scam’ based on the findings of 
CAG. Immediate recovery of public 
exchequer’s money be made from 
private JV partners and an independent 
evaluator be appointed to judge the very 
viability of various exploration projects 
being undertaken by GSPC, lest further 
public money is squandered.”  v

CaG exPOSeS The myTh Of “GuJaraT mOdel & “brand namO”
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Press BriefinGs

 AICC 
DIARY

LAnD BounDAry AGreeMent
Spokesperson: Shri Anand Sharma: He said that in the past few days 
the Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address was continuing in 
the Lok Sabha. The debate concluded today. The Prime Minister gave 
his reply. He said his view in a high pitch so as to divert the attention 
from the main issues. His reply was disappointing. It is sad that the 
Prime Minister did not tell the people of country about one future 
thing which the opposition had raised during the debate, by Congress 
Vice-President and other political parties leaders.

The Prime Minister has remained salient about unemployment of 
lakhs of people in the country, jobs are being lost, the production 
is falling, exports is falling continuously for the past 14 months. 
The Prime Minister did not care to inform as to what steps he is 
taking to bring back the dwindling economy on the right path by 
his government.

In regards to the foreign policy the Prime Minister, he all of a sudden 
went to Rawalpindi in Pakistan, what agreement was reached, what 
assurance was given while he was well aware about the condition 
there, the Prime Minister was silent on this.

The Prime Minister was clearly asked about the Naga incident 
and issues related to Nagaland, related to Assam, Meghalaya and 
Arunachal, though he did not talk to the Chief Ministers but said 
that a historic accord has been reached.

The Prime Minister also claimed to have historic Land boundary 
Agreement with Bangladesh, but he did not tell that the delay in this 
process was because of the responsibility of his party and the BJP. He 
did not say that when in the opposition, he had said that this Land 
Boundary Agreement was against the rights of India, had said that 
this was anti-India and two of his Cabinet Ministers who are in Rajya 
Sabha and Lok Sabha, who were leader of the Opposition, during the 
UPA government, Shri Arun Jaitely and Smt. Sushma Swaraj, they 
both had said that this cannot be called Land Parcel Exchange as this 
is against the rights of the country. It would have been better if they 
accepted their old mistakes and had told the country honestly that 
this was possibly because of only one reason, the reason being that 
the country has a strong and responsible opposition and looking at 
the commitments this land boundary agreement was possible with 
our neighboures. Thursday, 3rd March, 2016.

unAnsWereD questions
Spokesperson: Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad and Jairam Ramesh: Shri 
Ghulam Nabi Azad said that the Prime Minister’s reply to the 
Motion of Thanks to the President’s Address, said that it was very 
disappointing and which did not contain anything to remember or to 

quote. The real issue that we had raised on the welfare of the farmers 
in the President’s Address and sought a reply from the Prime Minister 
on the suicides by farmers and the biggest reason being their loans 
because of which they commit suicides and what will the government 
do. When our UPA government led by Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Dr. 
Manmohan Singh was the Prime Minister, we had waived off the Rs. 
70 thousand crores loan of the farmers and the Prime Minister has 
made no reference of it.

Giving employment to the youth was made in the President’s Address. 
It said about giving employment to ten crore youth in the five years. It 
was decided to give two crore jobs per year to the youth and two year 
have passed but ten lakh youth have not received any employment 
and the Prime Minister has not said anything about this.

I had raised a big issue about the Smart Cities. This government on 
its coming had said of making 100 smart cities and this was also 
mentioned in the President’s Address but ill date they have only 
identified 20 smart cities, they had taken two years to identify these 
20 smart cities out of the 100.

We had raised the issue of Black Money, he did not say anything 
about it. The President’s Address mentioned about the Streamlining 
of Defence Procurement Procedure, I had said in details that when 
our government was there we had talked of buying 126 Rafel jets 
from France and the big issue was about transfer of technology. 
Out of 126, 18 jets would be complete and HAL would make 108 
in India and if they would have agreed upon the clauses put by the 
UPA government, then these 108 jet would have be manufactured 
by the HAL. Our name would have been all over the world and we 
would have said that it was transfer of technology and it was ‘Make 
in India’. But when the BJP government came it canceled the deal 
of purchasing 126 Rafel jets from France and said that we would 
purchase 36 jets in complete form.

Shri Jairam Ramesh said the Congress President also yesterday had 
raised the issue of Amendment as explained by LoP Rajya Sabha 
and he wanted to clarify that in Haryana and Rajasthan, the State 
Assembly has passed a Law for minimum Educational Qualification 
for contesting Panchayat and Nagar Palika Election. The Haryana 
Law has been upheld by the Hon’ble Supreme Court. Rajasthan Law 
is subjudice. A number of organizations has petitioned the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court for reviewing the Haryana decision. Wednesday, 
9th March, 2016.

DAMAGe to nAture, environMent
Spokesperson: Shri P.L. Punia: He said that Sri Sri Ravi Shankarji in 
the name of world cultural function on the banks of River Yamuna 



Congress sandesh   |  53  |  april  2016

which in fact, was damaging nature and environment and we feel 
that the nature has to be honoured and if that is hurt or damaged, 
then it is irredeemable loss. Our culture teaches us to protect nature 
and the some nature is being damaged in the name of culture. It is 
our humble appeal to Sri Sri Ravi Shankarji and the Prime Minister 
that Yamunaji is a part of our heritage and why such place has been 
choosen and damage is being inflicted to nature.

The Hon’ble High Court has termed this programme as Ecological 
disaster and the National Green Tribunal (NGT) had enforced a 
penalty of Rs. 5 crores and orders have been passed for getting it. 
This shows that the permission has not been given by the government 
for this programme and certainly, there will be great damage to 
Yamunaji, the nature and the environment. In what capacity Shri 
Arvind Kejriwal is attending the function, instead he is cooperating 
and giving support. It seems that the judiciary and all the judicial 
facilities are being challenged. Friday, 11th March, 2016.

nAturAL CALAMity DAMAGe CroPs
Spokesperson: Shri Pramod Tiwari: He said that inclement weather, 
storm, high velocity winds, untimely rains and widespread hailstorms 
are continuing in the entire North India, particularly the States/areas 
of J&K, Himachal, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 
and Madhya Pradesh as also Maharashtra, have led to widespread 
destruction of ‘Rabi’ crop. Major crops like wheat, mustard, gram, 
vegetables, fruits etc. have suffered extensive damage. More so, at a 
time when all these crops, particularly wheat and mustard, were ripe 
for harvesting. Entire crops have been flattened, raged or destroyed. 
Damage to these crops is anywhere between 25% to 75%.

Government may note that similar unseasonal weather calamities 
plagued the ‘Rabi’ crop last year during February/March followed by 
a deficient monsoon that affected the ‘Kharif ’ crop too. In fact, the 
ordinary farmers have been hit hard for the second year and third 
crop season in a row. All this has resulted in serious agricultural and 
rural distress for the farmers and farm labourers, who are already 
reeling under the impact of inadequate ‘Minimum Support Price’ 
and negative rural growth.

Indian National Congress demands that the Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi makes an immediate statement on the all round 
devastation and  about the steps that the Government is  taking for 
ameliorating the condition of the farmers. Tuesday, 15th March, 2016.

iGnorinG rAJyA sABhA
Spokesperson: Shri Jairam Ramesh: He said that the first session of 
the Budget Session in the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha concluded 
yesterday. The Finance Minister of this government is a member of 
the Rajya Sabha, the Defence Minister is a Rajya Sabha Member, 
HRD Minister is a Rajya Sabha Member, Communication Minister 
is a Rajya Sabha Member, Energy and Coal Minister is a Rajya Sabha 
Member, Health Minister is a Rajya Sabha Member, Environment 
and Forest Minister is a Rajya Sabha Member. In this government 
the responsibility of important Ministries has been entrusted they 
are all members of the Rajya Sabha. But we are against the working 
of this government who have targeted the Rajya Sabha which is very 
clear and they have adopted a strategy that the Rajya Sabha is totally 
overlooked for legislative business.

This is against the Constitution and also against our democratic 

values. Earlier, the policy of this government was that whenever a 
Bill was presented, it was not sent to the Standing Committee. Now, 
the strategy is clear, not only Standing Committee has been ignored 
but the Rajya Sabha too has been ignored.

I just want to say that whenever a Bill is sent to the Standing 
Committee or the Select Committee, the Bill has been improved 
and when passed it came out in a better way. The example of this 
was seen some days ago when the Real Estate Regulatory Bill was 
sent to Select Committee, there the Congress members suggested an 
important Amendment. The Standing Committee debated on it and 
did not accept it. But when the Bill was presented in the Rajya Sabha, 
the government accepted the recommendations of the Congress. 

The Rajya Sabha played its role and we feel that the Rajya Sabha 
and the Lok Sabha are the two wheels of the Democratic rath. If 
one wheel becomes weak, then moving further will not be possible. 
Friday, 18th March, 2016.

PArtiALity in BiD for tenDer
Spokesperson: Shri Digvijay Singh: He said that you may remember 
that on 11th January, 2016 I had kept on episode before you in which 
the Roadways and Transport Ministry had given the Passtunnel 
District in  Jammu and Kashmir in a single bid for Rs. 10 thousand 500 
crore Kathe was given to IRR Brinefast Cultural development limited 
and I had complained to the CVC and to the Hon’ble Prime Minister.

I had even told how Dattave Mahaskerji’ son Viren and a close of 
second son had a close relation with Nitin Gadkariji and also had 
business partnership and the proof I had presented before you and 
all the papers are with the AICC Media Cell and the office.

I had met the CVC and now I have come to know that on the 
suggestion of some VC how this contract of Passtunnel was given for 
Rs. 10 thousand 500 crore in a single bid and which has been now 
cancelled. This shows that whatever charges I had made with the 
CVC and the Prime Minister was true. Now, when the charges were 
proved true and the contract cancelled, we know who is responsible 
and who evaluated this tender and who made this detailed project 
report and how many people purchased the tender forms and how 
many people made the bid. 

This is an incident that has to be investigated. Saturday, 19th March, 
2016.

PseuDo nAtionALists
Spokesperson: Shri Manish Tewari: He said that the Minister for 
Parliamentary Affairs and Urban Development Mr. Venkaiah Naidu, 
yesterday said that the Hon’ble Prime Minister is ‘God’s Gift to India’. 
Now, whether he is God’s gift to India or the oligarch’s gift to India, or 
alternatively Gods gift to the oligarchs of India, the jury still remains 
out on that.

The Prime Minister today, while speaking with regard to Dr. 
Ambedkar said certain things which are absolutely and clearly 
economical with the truth. He talked about not revisiting reservation. 
The question to the Prime Minister is that who raised the issue of 
revisiting reservation. Was it raised by the Congress Party? Was it 
raised by anybody in the Opposition? The issue was raised by the 
RSS, by the Secretary General of the RSS Mr. Mohan Bhagwat. So, the 
Prime Minister would be well advised if he directs these queries with 
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regard to revisiting reservation to its or to their ideological mentor.

Yesterday, the BJP once again kicked off facile and spurious debate 
on Nationalism. The only reason why the bogey of Nationalism is 
being raised, is to cover the inadequacies and the failures of the past 
22 months. It is ironic as to who is raising the question of Nationalism  
the political party whose predecessors, whose ideological mentor 
had no role to play in the independence of India, whose erstwhile 
Leaders apologized to the British Imperialists in order to come out of 
jail, a party which had no role to play in the National re-construction 
of India. In fact, even after 1947, there is not a single leader of the 
RSS, its erstwhile progeny, the Jan Sangh and later the BJP who has 
even sacrificed for the unity and integrity of this country. In fact, the 
Congress has a long and illustrious list of names including two former 
Prime Ministers and recently it was Congress Leaders who died in 
Chhattisgarh fighting against the Maoists.

So, it is an extremely ironic situation that the pseudo Nationalist have 
become the contractors of Nationalism in this country. When Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose said Jai Hind, or for that matter Bhagat Singh, 
Raj Guru and Sukh Dev said Hindustan Zindabad, or even Inqulab 
Zindabad, did that make them less Nationalists, than those who say 
‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’. Whether it is ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’, it is ‘Jai Hind’, 
it is ‘Mera Bharat Mahan’, Hindustan Zindabad, ‘Vande Matram’, they 
are all synonyms of the same emotion and so, therefore, to try and 
divide this country on this litmus test, that those who say ‘Bharat Mata 
ki Jai’ are Nationals, and those use the synonym are anti-National, 
are for the better word reducing Nationalism to a very reductionist 
binary - something which is dangerous for this country. Monday, 
21st March, 2016.

trAMPLinG DeMoCrACy
Spokesperson: Shri R.P.N. Singh: He said that we have seen over 
the last few months how the BJP has been dismantling all the 
democratic Institutions set up over the last 60 years - be it trampling 
upon democratically elected Governments like what we have seen in 
Uttarakhand and what happened in Arunachal Pradesh.

In Uttrakhand, they have short-circuited democracy. Article 356 says 
President’s rule, as in the Bommai Case, cannot be imposed to stall 
the Floor Test. The Floor Test was meant to be held today. To stall the 
Floor Test, President’s Rule was imposed yesterday.

As we all are aware that the Congress Party has moved the high 
Court. Day long deliberations took place in the Court and these are 
the very issues that were raised in the Court. The Speaker’s post is 
a Constitutional post, the Governor’s post is a Constitutional post 
and when the Governor had already asked for a Floor Test which 

was meant for 28th March, how is it that to stymie it that President’s 
Rule was imposed. It seemed to our Learned Advocates arguing the 
case that when the Judge seemed to be passing an order today, the 
Opposite party pleaded that they should be given more time and they 
asked for 3-4 more days and in fact they began by asking for 10 days, 
then they asked for Thursday but the Hon’ble Court will start hearing 
the case again tomorrow. Monday, 28th March, 2016.

ConfusinG fACts
Spokesperson: Smt. Ambika Soni: She said that the position of 
Uttarakhand is before us though it is not so clean as we hoped. You 
have been informed about the orders of Nainital High Court, we 
welcome it, we want that the representative of the President, the 
Hon’ble governor who had twice given in writing that the Congress 
chief minister Shri Harish Rawat has to prove his majority by 28th 
March. These orders had come twice in writing and you know than 
within 24 hours, President’s Rule was imposed.

Smt. Soni said that I am very much surprised that two days ago Shri 
Arun Jaitelyji was speaking with you all, there he repeated many a 
times that after independence this has happened for the first time in 
65 years but I want say that maybe he has forgotten that in the history 
of independent India that 24 Hours ago when a chief minister was 
asked to prove his majority and then 24 hours later the President’s Rule 
is imposed, so no such thing has happened before. We also have full 
trust in our judiciary and the orders of the Nainital High Court and a 
new date was to be given but which was upheld as the Congress would 
be given a chance to prove its majority on 31st March, 2016. You all 
know that some other factors were added with the order, maybe we 
are not able to understand it, in that order maybe the High Court 
had said that the nine people who separated from the Congress and 
as per the tradition the speaker, keeping in mind the constitution and 
by using the powers bestowed on him, has disqualified them, maybe 
they too have the right to rate separately in the order. Now, we do not 
understand the meeting of ‘voting separately, will the vote inside the 
Vidhan Sabha or outside the Vidhan Sabha. If they vote outside then 
this has not happened earlier and if they vote inside then according 
to the orders of the speaker non-members cannot enter the chamber 
of the House of Representatives whether it is Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha, 
Vidhan Sabha or Council. Only numbers are allowed to come in.

Our law advisors are working on these points and debating and we 
hope that these points will be cleared and we all know that 4-5 days 
ago in the issue of Arunachal Pradesh the five-member bench of the 
Supreme Court had given an order that whatever a speaker does or 
says inside the Vidhan Sabha, is the final ward. There cannot be any 
ifs and buts.  Tuesday, 29th March, 2016. v


