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The grand victory of the Grand Alliance in Bihar that consisted of the Congress, JDU and the RJD in Bihar 
is indeed historic and will mark the beginning of the decline of the Modi Government. The Congress Vice 

President Shri Rahul Gandhi said ‘This is the victory of truth. This is a victory of brotherhood. We have achieved 
a very big victory over anger, division and over pride.’

The message to the Modi Government is very clear. ‘Jumlas’ are no longer acceptable to the people of the nation and 
people are fed up of the divisive politics of the BJP. All the good work done by the Congress towards giving the economy a 
direction has been brought to a naught by the practices of arrogance and divisiveness of the BJP government led by Modi 
ji. They tried all means fair or unfair and spared no expense to win this election. The PM campaigned as if he wanted 
to be the CM of Bihar forgetting he has a responsibility to the nation as Prime Minister. Most of Modi ji’s time is spent 
either in travelling to foreign destinations where he has been trying to impress the Indian diaspora. He addressed more 
than 30 rallies in Bihar.  They went to the elections in Bihar to divide the people on the basis of caste and religion. The 
wise electorate of Bihar gave a befitting reply where after their numbers here too after Delhi were reduced from the earlier 
assembly polls. Rahul ji said,’ Elections cannot be won by instigating fights between Hindus and Muslims.’ Congratulating 
Nitish ji he reverberated the wish of the Congress President that Development takes place in Bihar. 

The dastardly acts of suicide attackers of ISIS in Paris that led to the loss of so many human lives and brought back the 
memories of the terrorist attack at Mumbai.  Such acts of unnecessary violence are condemnable and there is a need for 
the entire world to unite against the perpetrators of such injustice. Nations promoting terrorist activities need to be reined 
and condemned.

The nation remembers with affection one of its tallest leaders of the 20th century Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. The stable 
democracy and the spirit of coexistence that has become the hallmark of independent India has been brought about by 
hard work, leadership and farsightedness of leaders like Nehru ji. Speaking on the occasion Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi said “When we think of Nehruji’s contribution to the creation of our constitution we are reminded of what Nehru 
ji perceived as an ideal democracy. He fought for and upheld these ideals every single day through his efforts as India’s 
first Prime Minister. And he sowed the seeds of these ideas and democratic values so deeply into our fledgling nation’s soil 
that today it has blossomed into a beautiful tree, whose roots are so deep and strong that no tyrannical force can shake it 
or uproot it.

India remembers its great daughter Indira Gandhi on her 98th Birth anniversary on 19th November, 2015. Likened to 
Durga by the leaders of the opposition she led the nation through a phase of strife that changed the face of Independent 
India. She brought about changes that ensured equitable distribution of wealth amongst all sections of society. In reality 
the phase of entrepreneurship took roots during the rule of Smt. Indira Gandhi. 

Even as the Prime Minister is busy earning brownie points with Indians settled in different countries of the world the 
nations economy is going for a six. Prices are increasing to unmanageable level and the Government is not doing anything 
to make things better. Despite the prices of crude having come down to less than 33 per cent for what it was during the UPA 
time the value of petrol and diesel is similar to what it was then. Not only that periodically the price of petrol and diesel is 
raised for the government to balance its accounts. In addition the Government is imposing a cess for its flagship scheme 
Swatch Bharat. Realistically, since the launch of the scheme no visible progress is there anywhere in the country. Nor is 
there any direction. The price of Dal had raisen to an unmanageable proportion for its consumption by the aam aadmi, 
now the prices of mustard oil and tomatoes are already higher by 50%. The prices of other agricultural commodities are not 
being macro managed and we are going to see a phenomenal increase making it extremely difficult for the commonman. 

On top of it all the winter session of the Parliament has begun and there is no effort by the Government to bring the 
opposition parties issues to be resolved so that the important policies can be implemented. Except for arrogance and 
Congress bashing there does not seem to be any interest in making real time adjustments. The belief of the Congress is 
that the Parliament is forum for debate and adjustment for the betterment of the nation and its people. The Government 
however is not willing to let go on its arrogance of numbers and is not willing to accommodate the issues of opposition 
parties. There is a need for the Prime Minister to introspect and come down from his high horse for the sake of the 
nation. v
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It has been the practice of the BJP and its alter ego the RSS to make false 

accusations against their rivals especially the Congress and its leadership as a 

‘Hit and Run’ policy. They make false allegations that they neither pursue nor 

prove. They revive their comments whenever they feel that they can use them 

topically to their advantage.  Some of the allegations are so preposterous that 

only a gullible or a biased mind would make anything out of them. But they 

manage to start a dialogue that could be derogatory to the opposition and leave 

some lingering doubts in the mind of the innocent and uniformed who cannot 

see through their nefarious designs.

Shri Rahul Gandhi took on the Prime Minister Modi and asked him not to use his 

minions to launch attack on him and his family as has been the favourite practice 

of the BJP and if he has the guts and anything that he genuinely feels about 

anything that is actionable, to come out openly in public with his accusations 

and use the government machinery at his disposal to prove his allegations.

 He said that he has not an iota of fear from the PM and his party.  Speaking at a 

IYC function he said: “Ever since I was a child, I have been watching people from 

RSS and BJP throwing mud at my grandmother, my father and even my mother. I 

want to say one thing. Modi ji is now the Prime Minister of India. Different kinds 

of allegations are leveled against me.

 "Modi ji, it is your government. You have the agencies. Get a probe done against 

me and send me behind bars if you find something. Stop all this - the mud that 

you throw at my family and me through your cronies. You are not in opposition, 

you are in government now,"

 We sincerely hope that the PM would make sure that fabricated accusations are 

not leveled against the Congress leadership any more.
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Before starting my speech I would like to mention a few 
words about the incidence in France. In the terrorist 

attack that happened in Paris yesterday night, we all express 
our deep condolences. Our concern is with the people of 
France. This is an attack on humanity and how much we 
condemn it, will be less. We have to keep our fight continuing 
against any kind of terrorism.

 Around one hundred and twenty five years ago a man was 
born who shined with the light of a Sun. This man was none 
other than the legendary Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Though 
this Sun set on May 27th, 1964, his light still shines brightly 
in the eyes, hearts and minds of every citizen.

And when some individual attempts to infect our nation 
and its people with sense of intolerance, prejudice, injustice, 
communalism, hatred and bigotry his light continues 
to shine forth and show us the right way, the way out of 
darkness. His life expressed best through his patriotism, his 
selfless service, his thoughts, words and actions guides us 
towards the path of greatness.

Panditji came of age in an India bound by the chains of the 
British Raj. It is a fact that had he so desired he could have 
had a comfortable life of power and privilege. Instead he 
chose to reject such a life in an expression of the highest 
form of patriotism and love for his country, by dedicating 
himself fully to the cause of India’s independence. Not for 
him was the easy path. He drove straight into the lathis 
and batons of the British Raj. Straight into the jails and the 
cellars of captivity. And how many years did Nehruji spend 
jailed inside British prisons for the crime of fighting for our 
Nation’s independence.

Such were the sacrifices that Nehruji and his colleagues 
made for our national pride and self-respect. This greatness 
is in stark contrast to those so-called nationalists who 
nowadays go around giving certificates on patriotism to 
decide  who is patriotic and who isn’t. When leaders like 
Nehruji were fighting for our freedom, the ideological 
masters of today’s ruling establishment were hiding safely 
in their homes while some were even singing praises of 
their British masters. Not one protest march or procession 

Speech of Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the closing ceremony at 125th anniversary of  
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru at IG Stadium on 14 November, 2015

We pledge ourselves to fight 
 for the preservation of the 

legacy of Gandhiji and Nehruji.  
Let us pledge that we will not let 

any force diminish  
its glory: Sonia Gandhi

125th BIrth ANNIverSAry of NehruJI
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did they take out, not one resolution did they pass against 
the British oppressors, not once did they raise their voices 
in protest.

In fact, in 1942 when Gandhiji announced the Quit India 
movement there were two groups which actively and 
openly opposed the call. One was responsible for partition 
and the other is today the remote controller of the ruling 
establishment. It is a historic fact that both these groups 
instructed their followers to condemn Gandhijis call. No 
matter how much the Government today may wish to 
erase this past, it is a historical fact. When their ideological 
descendants today make hollow claims of patriotism and 
national pride, when they denounce citizens as traitors, 
then we are compelled to recall what Nehruji taught us 
through his words and actions- that the love of the nation is 
best expressed through love and compassion for its citizens. 
Love which knows no boundaries of caste, creed, religion 
or language.

I have no hesitation in saying that if anyone today opposes 
secular values or threatens the secular fabric of our nation 
then it is an opposition to the ideals of not  Nehruji but in 
reality of Gandhiji as well and of the many great leaders 
who fought alongside them for our country’s independence.

When we think of Nehruji’s contribution to the creation 
of our Constitution, we are reminded of what Nehruji 
perceived as an ideal democracy. He fought for and upheld 
these ideals every single day through his efforts and role as 
Independent India’s first Prime Minister. And he sowed the 

seeds of these ideas and democratic values so deeply into 
our fledgling nation’s soil that today it has blossomed into 
a beautiful tree, whose roots are so deep and strong that no 
tyrannical force can shake or uproot it.

Democracy is a word that is frequently used by people in 
all walks of life. But what does it truly mean to be part of 
a democracy? Democracy, above all, means respecting that 
people can have different opinions. That people are free to 
think, behave and worship as they see fit. If one looks at 
the legacy of Nehruji’s work, then one begins to understand 
how democracy has come to be such an essential part of 
every Indian’s life, of what they expect from their leaders 
and how they live. In Nehruji’s legacy we see the deep 
respect he had even for his critics and the regard he had for 
views different than his own. For him democracy rested on 
a foundation of debate, of a frank exchange of ideas. In a 

Pt. JaWaharLaL Nehru’S 125th birth 
aNNiverSary CeLebratioNS CoNCLude

A year-long celebrations by the Congress Party to 
commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of the 

country’s first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
culminated on 14th November, 2015 with three events in 
the national capital region.

On 14th November, 2015, Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi and former Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi paid floral 
tributes to Nehru at the Shanti Van memorial, dedicated 
to him. There was half-an-hour prayer meeting at Shanti 
Van. A public meeting was held at the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium, “A film on Panditji was screened at this event. 
Where a number of speakers expressed their view on 
Nehru and contrasted it with the present scenario. Later, 
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, former Prime 
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and AICC Vice President 
addressed the huge gathering present at the Indira 
Gandhi Stadium.  

In the evening a musical programme was held at Nehru 
Park, New Delhi. “It included vedic chants, songs by 
well-known singer Sonu Nigam as well as some classical 
renditions.

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru was born in Allahabad on November 
14, 1889 and died on May 27, 1964.

He became the first prime minister of India after the 
country’s independence in 1947 and served till his death. v

PaNditJi Came of aGe iN aN iNdia bouNd 

by the ChaiNS of the britiSh raJ. it iS a 

faCt that had he So deSired he CouLd 

have had a ComfortabLe Life of PoWer 

aNd PriviLeGe. iNStead he ChoSe to 

reJeCt SuCh a Life iN aN exPreSSioN of 

the hiGheSt form of PatriotiSm aNd 

Love for hiS CouNtry, by dediCatiNG 

himSeLf fuLLy to the CauSe of iNdia’S 

iNdePeNdeNCe.
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day and age where people are viciously attacked for holding 
different beliefs, it is important to remember this. Simply 
because someone holds a different view or disagrees then 
they cannot be branded a traitor. This is neither the way 
of our democracy nor a form of patriotism. It is a form of 
tyranny. Seeing the prevalent atmosphere of intolerance 
we are reminded, all the more of Nehruji’s days. When any 
citizen could speak his mind, his ‘mann ki baat’ a phrase 

which has nowadays been reduced to being the name of a 
radio broadcast.

Today, we are witnessing attempts by certain individuals 
and elements to whitewash their communal agenda in front 
of the world by hiding it behind the mask of development. 
Development is used as a buzzword, again and again. It is 
ironic that they speak of development yet fail to learn from 
the legacy and lessons of the man synonymous with laying 
the foundation of India’s growth-Nehruji.

Nehruji championed the creation of dams and rivers for 
the benefit of farmers calling them the “temples of modern 
India”. He ordered the establishment of factories and mills 
to industrialise India. He enthusiastically encouraged the 
cultivation of scientists and scientific thought through 
the establishment of research organisations. He promoted 
education through the creation of universities and colleges. 
All of this happened during Nehruji’s time. It happened for 
the benefit of millions of Indian citizens, for the common 
man. For Nehruji, developing the nation meant developing 
and empowering its citizens.

Today some people have changed the definition of 
‘development’. For them development means the right to 
forcibly acquire land belonging to poor farmers. It requires 
the reduction of benefits given to poor wage labourers. For 
them, this development is limited to the enrichment of a 

select few industrialists and businessmen.

It is therefore not surprising, when faced with such a sorry 
state of affairs, that we recall with fondness the definition of 
development pioneered and practised by Nehruji.

Nehruji oversaw the establishment of several organisations, 
art and cultural centres, academies, history and scientific 
societies. He did this with the objective of fostering a 
love for art and human values, to help carry out research 

and propagate a scientific temper, to 
preserve our culture and diverse ethos. 
But today these institutions are reduced 
to a joke. Several eminent writers and 
scholars who were felicitated by the 
Government are now returning their 
awards as a form of protest. It would 
interest you to learn that the very first 
president of the ‘Sahitya Academy’ was 
none other than Nehruji who in his 
opening address at the Academy said 
that “his first duty as President of the 
academy was to protect the academy 

from the interference of the Prime Minister”!

But who will protect the academies and institutions of 
today? How can a Government protect these meaningful 
institutions when it cannot even protect the common man 
from the twin perils of inflation and violence? Members 
of the Ruling Party are quick to remind the common man 
what to eat and what not to eat but have little advice to 
offer those people who are forced to buy dal at rupees two 
hundred a kilo.

Inspired by the example of Mahatma Gandhiji, Nehruji 
dedicated his life to building a nation where harmony, 
unity and peace prevailed; A nation free from superstition 
and shining with the light of education and science and 
technology. Today there are some forces who are committed 
to the idea of destroying this legacy. Let us today, on 
Nehruji’s birth anniversary, pledge ourselves to fight for the 
preservation of the legacy of Gandhiji and Nehruji. Let us 
pledge that we will not let any force diminish its glory.

There may be some clouds on the horizon today, but if we 
stay true to the principles, values, causes and thoughts of 
Nehruji, the clouds will undoubtedly pass and once again 
the bright rays of that Sun will shine and illuminate the way 
for all of us. 

It is only a matter of time and perseverance. Jai Hind! v

NehruJi ChamPioNed the CreatioN of damS aNd riverS 

for the beNefit of farmerS CaLLiNG them the “temPLeS 

of moderN iNdia”. he ordered the eStabLiShmeNt 

of faCtorieS aNd miLLS to iNduStriaLiSe iNdia. he 

eNthuSiaStiCaLLy eNCouraGed the CuLtivatioN of 

SCieNtiStS aNd SCieNtifiC thouGht throuGh the 

eStabLiShmeNt of reSearCh orGaNiSatioNS. 
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process they, in the right manner, be 
called the rightful claimant. When 
democracy was just made, the roots of 
democracy were to be made strong and 
for that Panditji had worked tirelessly 
for that till the end. That work was to 
give freedom to farmers from feudal 
(Zamindari) system. That work was to 
give chance to a strong public sector 
to move ahead and alongwth that to 
eradicate poverty through Science and 
Technology and through all possible 
ways. Today, there is talk about all-
round progress. Our Prime Minister 
talks about progress, wherever he 
goes, he wants to impress the people 
on the name of development, but the 
fact is that one has to understand the 
work of development and what has 
to be done for that. In this regard 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruji had started 
thinking about since 1936. Panditji 
was the chairman of the National 
Planning Committee formed by 
Subhash Chandra Bose. And National 

Planning Committee was making a big 
plan on behalf of the Congress Party. 
When India got freedom, then Panditji 
handed the work of planning to the 
Planning Commission, and alongwith 
it talked about setting up a strong 
public sector. New dams were built for 
irrigation and Hydro Electric Projects. 
Through the Public Sector there 
was much acceleration in the Steel 
Industry and the work what Panditji 
has started in eradicating poverty, you 
cannot find an example like this in the 
world.

Today, there is a requirement that we 
go to the people of India and tell them 
about the works of Panditji and warn 
the people about the misunderstanding 
that is being spread by the present 
government against Panditji and 
that they do not find success in it. 
Today, there is much discussion about 
secularism. It was the thinking of 
Panditji and his whole life was spent 

125th BIrth ANNIverSAry of NehruJI

it iS our duty that WhiLe GiviNG our tributeS to 

PaNditJi We take aLoNG hiS LeGaCy aNd hiS meSSaGe. 

hoW vitaL it WaS theN aNd WhiCh iS eveN Needed today 

aNd to take thiS to the PeoPLe it iS NeCeSSary for 

every CoNGreSS Party Worker haS to Work SeriouSLy.

Today is Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
126th birthday. On this occasion 

the Congress Party has for the past 
one year while giving tributes to 
Nehruji in every corner of the country 
has tried to convey to the people about 
his services for the country. I want to 
tell you that today there are certain 
forces in India, which are bent upon 
creating misunderstanding about the 
role of Jawaharlal Nehruji in making a 
new India. That is why I feel that it is 
very necessary for all of us to go to the 
people and once again tell the people 
and try to explain about the making 
of new India, free India, in which 
Nehruji made a big contribution.

During the freedom struggle, 
Jawaharlalji and his whole family and 
their participation, can certainly be 
seen in the history of India. Mahatma 
Gandhi had foreseen before the advent 
of independence and had understood 
it very well that in taking new India on 
the path of progress Nehruji should 
be his successor. All the people know 
today that in keeping the process of 
democracy in the Indian government 
what contribution Jawaharlalji had 
made. He then laid the foundation 
of democracy but worked tirelessly 
for 17 years to make this democracy 
strong. Thus, I want to say to you that 
keep this in mind that those who want 
to put obstacles in this democratic 

Speech of former Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh at the Nehruji’s 125th birth anniversary function at 
the IG Stadium on 14th November, 2015

take the meSSaGe of PaNditJi to  
the PeoPLe: dr. maNmohaN SiNGh

continued on page 11
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Congress Party wants  
to take everyone together and 

move ahead for  
progress: rahul Gandhi

While addressing the people at the closing ceremony 
function on the 125th anniversary of Jawaharlal 

Nehruji, Shri Rahul Gandhi said that the violence that took 
place has left the people sad and in pain. Today morning I 
had gone to the Samadhi of Nehruji at Shanti Vana as our 
custom, I offered flowers on the Samadhi, folded my hands 
and remembered him, then I went and sat down. When I sat 
down I saw that around 150 children were singing, I closed 
my eyes and I felt comfortable. The present atmosphere that 
our government has made in India the atmosphere of religion, 
atmosphere of caste, has divided our India. When I closed my 
eyes and thought about the song they were singing, it was the 
voice of Hindu, voice of a Muslim, voice of a Sikh, the voice 
of any caste, voice of any religion and if can hear these voices 
in this song and I tried to make out how the voice of a Sikh 
sounds like? What kind of voice is of a Muslim? How does 
a Hindu voice sounds like? How does the sound of Adivasis 
sound like? But I could not make out any of such voices in 
the song I could only hear one voice and that was the voice of 
children. There were girls in them, boys were there and they 
were all singing. I then thought that this the Congress Party 
this is our India, where we all can stand together and speak in 
one voice, our ideology can be different but at the end when 
we all stand up and sing a song our voice is one and that 
sounds very sweet and good. Then I thought about us and the 
RSS people there are hardliners in them and they are present 
in every religion what is the difference between them and 
us? The difference is this that we want to give space to all the 
people and we want the people should be provided space and 
they want that all should sing together in one voice. The song 
should be sung in one voice. They want to paint a picture of 
only one colour.

Today is Nehruji’s birthday and I have heard a lot about 
Nehruji since childhood, even thought about him. People say 
that Nehruji was a democrat, that Nehruji was a secular, that 

Nehruji was a person with modern thinking, but if you think 
about him, if you go deep into it, we would see that he used to 
regularly ask questions, whenever he would see something, 
he would immediately ask questions. Presently, I have a 
meeting with you all, you all come and there is an interaction, 
a discussion takes place, somebody says this somebody says 
that. The meaning of Congress Party and the meaning of our 
India is to include everybody in that interaction. There has 
to be a consensus and thereafter replies are given, which also 
was a similar experience of Nehruji and the 50 years of this 
political experience, was this. The people of our country in 
a way have started interaction among themselves a country 
of its kind who do not ask questions about themselves and 
about the world, the country that lives in small villages, with 
no connection with outside world. Steadily, that country has 
started asking questions about themselves and the world.

Some years ago I had gone to Europe and there was a 
technical centre. I visited the technical centre, some boys, 
around 6-7 were designing automobile. I asked them why do 
you fear? There was an Indian and Chinese boy in the group. 
European boys said that we want to work for eight hours, we 
want to have good food. But these boys from India and China 
do not worry about working for eight hours, they work for 
16 to 18 hours, we know that we cannot compete with 
them. I asked that these brothers of yours who are sitting 
with you, who are competing with you, how did they reach 
here? Forty years ago, or 50 years ago they were not here? If 
you had sat here 40 years ago in this room then you would 
have only seen Europeans here, so how did you reach here? 
One boy told me, that Gandhiji has made them reach here 
from the villages. Earlier, they were working on their land 
and their whole life would have passed like this, they would 
not have come to us. But Gandhiji has inspired them and 
today they have reached Mumbai, have reached Delhi, have 
reached Europe and they are posing problem for us. Then, 

Speech of Congress vice-President Shri rahul Gandhi at the IG Stadium on 14th November, 2015
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in taking ahead secularism, in understanding secularism. 
India is a country where people of many religions live, 
people of many castes live but there is a differences, that 
these people get united and move ahead for progress and 
that there should be no chance of difference be made among 
them and that all should together give their contribution in 
making this new India.

Today, once again there is a talk about the communal 
forces trying to make one fight against another. If these 
forces find success in their plans, then India can incur lot 
of loss to its democracy, unity and integrity. Therefore, it 
is our duty that while giving our tributes to Panditji we 
take along his legacy and his message. How vital it was 
then and which is even needed today and to take this to 
the people it is necessary for every Congress Party worker 
has to work seriously. Therefore, on this pious occasion 
when we offer our tributes to Panditji we should also keep 
in mind the strong belief we move ahead on the path shown 
by Panditji and take this new India rapidly on the path of 
modernization and progress and we shall give all the help 
required in doing so.

Alongwith progress there is a need of social justice. Infact 
progress and social justice are the two names of one thing. 
If progress does not reach the poor, if progress does not 
think about the development of the backward class. 
If progress does not think about the well-being of the 
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes. Then that progress has 
no meaning in reality. Progress has to go on but alongwith 
social and economic justice should also happen. This has 
been the mission of the Congress Party and shall remain the 
mission of the Congress Party that progress has to be with 
social justice, progress and social justice should together 
move ahead with the Congress. We all should give our 
contribution in moving these ahead. This is my hope and 
my prayer. Whatever Rahulji has said to the youth of India 
to take the message of Panditji to the people of India and 
we too shall move shoulder to shoulder and march ahead. 
Jai Hind! v

125th BIrth ANNIverSAry of NehruJI

this change, this transformation that is taking place in India, 
earlier, when we all were staying in the villages, we never 
used to ask so many questions this change has been brought 
by the Congress Party and people like Nehruji, Gandhiji, 
Ambedkarji and Patelji.

Today, you see our Prime Minister in Parliament, he does not 
take interest in the Parliament. People from the opposition 
raise questions but the government and the Prime Minister 
do not take interest. I want to remind you that when Nehruji 
was the Prime Minister and when Atalji used to stand alone 
in Parliament, then Nehruji used to hear him, used to 
respect him. Because Nehruji knew that there was sense in 
the opposition. There was some experience in the opposition 
and we have to include them in our progress.

Today, there are talks about intolerance. Dalit boys are 
burnt in Haryana, in Dadri, someone is killed in the name 
of religion. This will not benefit India. India will benefit 
only when we all move together ahead in brotherhood and 
this thinking can be of the Congress Party. If you ask the 
RSS, or the BJP, or Narendra Modiji, they do not require 
any questions, because they have all the answers, they know 
everything. People of India does not know anything, the 
opposition does not know anything but their leaders, leaders 
of the BJP, their leaders of the RSS, they know everything. 
But the truth is, if they had known it, then better days 
would have come. Today, the people of India is watching 
and is saying that better days have not come. One religion is 
being set up to fight against another, little children are being 
burned and our Prime Minister is not saying anything about 
it. He goes to England and says, “India is a very intolerant 
country and we take all the people together,” he does not say 
this in the Parliament.

The work of the Congress Party is to take India ahead by 
taking along everybody together. Space has to be made for 
everyone, despite his being from any religion, be from any 
caste, despite being a woman or a man, a space has to be 
given, and this work you all are doing every day will continue 
to do so.

I wish you on the birthday of Nehruji and I also want to wish 
you on the victory in Bihar. Particularly, our people of Bihar 

who are sitting here, I want to wish them, want to thank 
them that you joined together with Nitishji and Lalluji and 
gave a great blow to the thinking of RSS and the BJP and the 
same thing we wish to do in other states. I thank all of you. v

... SPaCe haS to be made for everyoNe, 

deSPite hiS beiNG from aNy reLiGioN, be 

from aNy CaSte, deSPite beiNG a WomaN 

or a maN, a SPaCe haS to be GiveN, aNd 

thiS Work you aLL are doiNG every day 

WiLL CoNtiNue to do So. take the message of Panditji to the  
people: dr. manmohan Singh

continued from page 9
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I am delighted to be here this morning for the inauguration 
of this National Conference, being held in celebration of 

the 125th birth anniversary of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, the first 
Prime Minister of India.

I am very happy that over the last year, the 125th birth 
anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru has been celebrated in 
various functions in various parts of India.

Nehru was not just India’s first Prime Minister. He was 
a visionary, scholar and architect and builder of today’s 
Republic.

Deftly synthesizing the values, world view and aspirations of 
one of the oldest civilizations in the world with the cutting 
edge global, political and economic ideas and institutions 
(such as universal adult franchise, democratic socialism as 
well as new age science and industrial technology), Nehru 
ably translated the vision of the freedom struggle into 
an institutional and organizational reality for one sixth 
of humanity. This was a historical achievement of epic 
proportion.

Nehru’s contributions of action and thought spanned 
practically every field of human endeavor, ranging from 
nation building, economic and social development, 
democracy, promotion of scientific research, foreign policy, 
agriculture, cultural diversity, social harmony, and the uplift 
of under-privileged and backward communities.

Nehru was a humanist and an international, and a champion 
of the post-colonial world. He was a man of great compassion 
and love, the foremost disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, the 
father of our nation. His service to India and to the world 
will be remembered for all time to come.

Nehru is a kindred spirit for the youth of today.

Like today’s youth, the ever-youthful Nehru was irreverent and 
demanding in questioning given wisdom and knowledge; had 

the same thirst for change; the same insistence on individual 
freedom; the same demand for social and economic equality, 
democratic voice and power over their own future; the same 
opposition to established power structures; the same rejection 
of blind faith and superstition; the same reverence for science 
and technology, reason and rationality; and the same infinite 
self-confidence that the people of India can and will build a 
new India free from the fear of war, want and exploitation.

As the most erudite, experienced, modern, liberal, democratic 
and global leader India has had, Nehru’s values offer a most 
appealing platform of globally accepted liberal ideas on 
which a youthful India can march forward with confidence 
into the future.

As we look to the future, it is clear that Nehru is re-emerging 
as the centre of gravity of Indian political thought especially 
in the post global financial crisis era that has once again 
restored the need for an effective role for the State in 
advancing the common good.

The effort of the last twelve months to remember, honour 
and celebrate the life, values, and legacy of India’s first 
Prime Minister should not end this month. This last twelve 
months should be beginning of a continuing discourse on the 
founding values of our Republic, and an unending struggle to 
defend those values.

A nation is not made just of brick and mortar, or of guns or 
steel. The gold in its coffers does not make a nation. A nations 
is its values its lived values. The true strength of a nation lies 

the nation is deeply concerned at the recent tragic instances 
of blatant violations of the right to freedom of thought, belief, 

speech and expression: dr. manmohan Singh

Inaugural Speech of Dr. Manmohan Singh  
at the National Conference of rGICS in celebration 

of the 125th Birth Anniversary of  
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru

125th BIrth ANNIverSAry of NehruJI
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not in the brute force of the State but in the robustness of its 
values and the strength of its moral character.

India then is, in its essence, a set of values that inspired and 
guided our unique freedom struggle and are enshrined in 
our Constitution Swaraj, truth, non-violence, compassion, 
justice, liberty, equality, dignity, fraternity and unity in 
diversity. Any erosion of these values will weaken the nation.

I would like to briefly comment, in the contemporary 
context, on some of the foundational values of our Republic 
as identified by Nehru in the Objectives Resolution of the 
Constituent Assembly that he drafted.

Freedom is a foundational value that lies at the heart of the 
Nehruvian idea of India. It is widely known that freedom 
feeds the soul and the heart. What is less appreciated is that 
freedom is also essential for economic development.

The unimpeded flow and exchange of ideas is essential to 
build economic prosperity.

As has been said by a wise person long ago, “there is no 
progress without opposition”. The prerequisite for innovation, 
entrepreneurship and competition is an open society and a 
liberal polity where individuals are free to pursue their ideas. 
Suppression of dissent or free speech poses a grave danger for 
economic development. There can be no free market without 
freedom.

The nation is deeply concerned at the recent tragic instances 
of blatant violations of the right to freedom of thought, 
belief, speech and expression in our country by some violent 
extremist groups. The assault or murder of thinkers for no 
more than disagreement with their views, or because of 
the food they eat, or their caste, cannot be justified on any 
grounds. Nor can the suppression of the right to dissent 
be allowed. All right thinking people in the country have 
condemned such incidents in the strongest terms as an 
assault on the nation.

Nehru’s great concern was also with advancing the cause of 
equality and equity in our country by uplifting the oppressed 
masses and wiping every tear from every eye a phrase that 
Nehru had coined as a description of the mission of Mahatma 
Gandhi, but equally applied to his own life.

Disagreeing with approaches that blamed the poor for 
their own condition, Nehru said in the Discovery of India, 
“The backwardness or degradation of any group is not 
due to inherent failings in it, but principally due to lack 
of opportunities and long suppression by other groups… 
Therefore, not only must equal opportunities be given to 
all, but special opportunities for educational, economic and 
cultural growth must be given to backward groups so as to 
enable them to catch up with those who are ahead of them. 
Any such attempt to open the doors of opportunity to all in 

India will release enormous energy and ability and transform 
the country with amazing speed.”

This Nehruvian Mantra has always been to create a dynamic 
economy that opens up opportunity for all locally, nationally 
and globally and generates enough fiscal resources for 
Government to guarantee “special opportunities for 
educational, economic and cultural growth of backward 
groups.

A strong Union government proactively promoting social 
and economic justice through direct intervention, an effective 
planning mechanism, as well as a strong, democratic, honest 
and efficient public sector fulfilling social responsibilities out 
of reach of the excluded and the marginalized are central to 
the Nehruvian vision, as well as for promoting sustainable 
and inclusive growth that does not exacerbate inequality and 
disparity.

Unity and respect for diversity, secularism and pluralism are 
vital for the survival of the Republic.

Delivering the 21st Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Lecture on 
November 13, 1989, the then Prime Minister Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi said, and I quote, “We in India are inheritors of a 
great historical experience in organizing a multi-lingual, 
multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-caste, multi-regional 
society. The global village has to learn from our experience 
the basic lesson of how humanity is to live together not in 
segregated States but as one human family.”

To maintain and strengthen the rich diversity that is our 
Indian Republic, we must maintain unvarnished our ancient 
civilizational commitment to respect and honour and 
appreciate diversity, pluralism and communal harmony.

Secularism is an article of faith for the Indian Republic. 
Secularism protects the fundamental freedom of every 
citizen to faith, belief and worship. All religions are equally 
respected under the Indian Constitution. Religion is a private 
matter in which no one, including the State, can interfere 
except to the extent necessary to protect the freedom of 
others. In a secular republic, no religion can become the 
basis of public policy or governance, nor can any religious 
belief be imposed on anyone.

Peace is essential not only for human existence and survival, 
but also for the economic and intellectual growth and 
development. Capital is likely to be frightened away by 
conflict.

I am therefore especially happy to note the theme of the 
RGICS Conference (‘No Peace without Freedom; No 
Freedom without Peace’), derived from the powerful last 
sentence of Jawaharlal Nehru’s epic work, “The Discovery of 
India” in which he says, looking forward to the future as he 
ends his book, and I quote, “There is going to be no peace in 

125th BIrth ANNIverSAry of NehruJI
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Two days ago I was in the Punjab to condole with a son for 
his father who had been gunned down in cold blood by the 

police. The son was angry but his grandfather met me with a 
hug and a timeless Indian greeting: Sat Sri Akal.

The truth has no boundaries.

Truth is timeless and it is infinite and I wish to begin my talk to 
you today with the same greeting: Sat Sri Akal.

We have been privileged to host you all here over the last two 
days; an extraordinary gathering of distinguished leaders of 
civil society, thinkers, academics and political leaders from 
across the country.  

As you know, the theme of the Conference is built on the 
sentence with which Jawaharlal Nehru concludes his book, The 
Discovery of India: “There is going to be no peace in India or 
elsewhere except on the basis of freedom.”

His knowledge that there is never going to be peace without 
freedom or freedom without peace had been carved into 
Nehruji’s heart and mind by the iron bars of the prison cell from 
which he had just emerged after 1041 days of imprisonment, 
his ninth and longest jail sentence.

This mantra of aman and aazadi, peace and freedom, was the 
voice of thousands of Indians who lost their freedom and their 
peace in squalid cells in jails across the country so that we the 
people of India may live in freedom and peace.

In “Discovery of India”, Panditji wrote that the cause of India’s 
stagnation in the past was that it stopped questioning. It 
withdrew into itself, and while massive changes were happening 
around the world, India insulated herself from them all. And 
that is why throughout his life, he continuously questioned his 
own beliefs. He never stopped asking the question “Why?”

The second thing I want to say about Panditji is that he was a 
deeply tolerant man. He saw strength in the fact that everybody 
had a different background and a different story. He saw truth 
in the Gita, in the Quran, and in the Bible. He saw beauty in 
the different languages and cultures of India and the world. To 

him, India’s tolerance was what made us great. Our tolerance 
was what we had to offer the rest of the world.

What brings us together today is our deep concern about 
the assault on our liberty, on our rights and our democratic 
space. We are here because both peace and freedom have been 
viciously wounded in our country.

We pay homage to the memory of Mr. Dhabholkar, Mr. Pansare 
and Mr. Kalburgi who were martyred for nothing more than 
their opinions.

We pay homage to Akhlaq and Mohsin Sheikh, who were 
martyred for being Muslim.

We remember Vaibhav and Divya, the two little children 
burnt to death because they happened to be seen as Dalits and 
inferior.

We condemn all attacks on freedom of speech and expression, 
faith and worship, thought and belief.

A heavy sense of fear is spreading in our country.

For the first time in the history of our country, a fascist 
organization that is openly opposed to the ideology and values 
of the Constitution has acquired decisive power over the 
Union.

The stated purpose of the RSS is to establish a theocratic, 
autocratic state in India.

To achieve this goal, it has to destroy the current liberal, 
progressive, secular, social democratic Republic.

And as they have demonstrated in the last eighteen months, 
they are prepared to use the very power of the Republic to 
destroy it.

This is an unprecedented challenge and crisis facing all Indians.

We have come together to defend our freedom and our rights. 
We have come here to fight for

•     the idea of India as a sovereign, secular, socialist, democratic 
Republic;

We condemn all attacks 
on freedom of speech 
and expression, faith and 
worship, thought and 
belief: rahul Gandhi

Speech of Congress vice President Shri rahul Gandhi at the Conference at Jawahar Bhawan, New Delhi 7 Nov, 15
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•     the idea of India where everyone has a voice 
and the freedom of thought and expression

•        the idea of India as a society that celebrates 
dissent as a source of strength

•      and most importantly the idea of India as a 
nation inspired by its ancient and timeless 
commitment to compassion, truth and ahimsa

Nehru’s idea was that each Indian no matter how 
poor or weak understands the universe around 
him. And that knowledge comes through practice 
and experience. It is not a gift handed down 
from above. No body can claim a monopoly on 
truth. Each Indian has his and her own unique 
perspective that informs and adds to India’s 
understanding of the world. Knowledge is not 
static. It is dynamic and it has to be constantly 
tested and questioned, again and again and by 
everyone.

When the RSS and BJP deny this they are not 
just being intolerant. They are disrespecting the 
power and agency of the Indian people. They are 
disrespecting and denying the Indian people their 
dignity.

And we, for one, all of us in this room will never 
allow the Indian people to be disrespected. Not by 
anyone or anything.

With what face does the BJP ban people without 
a certain educational qualification from fighting 
panchayat elections in some of their states? With 
what nerve does the BJP place incompetent 
ideologues at the head of hallowed institutions? 
Why must all of India be subjected to the hateful 
mediocrity of Mohan Bhagwat on national 
television?

It was precisely this kind of thinking -  that only 
some people have a monopoly on knowledge and 
truth - that was used to enslave India and it is this 
false monopoly on truth that Nehru fought all his 
life.

This country belongs to everyone. This country 
belongs to any well wisher who comes into contact 
with it. Even a guest who is in India for three days, 
for that period of time is Indian. And he is to be 
afforded the liberties and respect afforded to all 
of us. This negotiating over who India belongs to 
and on what basis is UGLY and DANGEROUS. 
It demeans us all. And we uniformly reject it. v

125th BIrth ANNIverSAry of NehruJI

a rePort

SeCuriNG Nehru’S LeGaCy aNd iNdia’S 
future. aN aGeNda for aCtioN

On the 6th and 7th of November a conference was held at Jawahar 
Bhavan New Delhi, to commemorate the 125th birth anniversary 

of Jawaharlal Nehru. The Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Contemporary 
Studies (RGICS) had this organized this conference on the topic “No 
Peace Without freedom/No freedom Without Peace: Securing 
Nehru’s Legacy and India’s future. An Agenda for Action”. 
The conference focused on five main themes: Freedom, Equality, 
Democracy, Justice and Secularism as the main values of the Indian 
Republic. Former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, Trustee, 
RGICS, inaugurated the conference and in his inaugural address he 
said that there was no justification in a democracy in India for the 
recent violent incidents in India where people were being attacked 
for their beliefs, or the food they eat, etc. He also argued that peace, 
freedom, equality and democracy in India are essential for economic 
growth and development. The key note speakers were Padmu Bhushan 
Prof. Irfan Habib and eminent journalist Kumar Ketkar. Prof Irfan 
Habib credited Nehru as the author of the Karachi Resolution, the 
document that formed the basis for the constitution of independent 
India. Kumar Ketkar spoke of Nehru as an epitome of democratic 
leadership. 

The first session focussing on the theme of Freedom was chaired by 
Deputy Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Shri Anand Sharma and 
had eminent public figures including Shri Mukul Kesavan, Ms. Teesta 
Setelvad, Shri Ashok Ganguly and Shri PV Rajgopal as panelists. A 
common concern of the speakers on the panel was the diminishing 
space for the expression of basic freedoms in India under the current 
regime. PV Rajgopal stressed on understanding how freedoms are 
understood at the grassroots level in India.

The second session focussed on the theme of Equality and was jointly 
chaired by Rajya Sabha MP Prof. Balachandra Mungekar and ex-
Minister Shri Sachin Pilot. The speakers for this session included 
Prof. Badri Narayan, Prof. Kacha Iliah, Ms. Vrinda Grover, and Shri 
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K. Raju. Prof. Illiah questioned the sanctity of the 
cow in India; Ms. Vrinda Grover applauded the 
emergence of women making their own decisions 
regarding voting rather than being influenced by 
the men in the family and called for a positive 
change in societal attitude towards women. 
Prof. Narayan emphasized the role of Nehru in 
combating untouchability. 

The third session involved a panel discussion on 
Democracy and was chaired by former Union 
Minister Shri Mukul Wasnik. The panel members 
included Prof. Gopal Guru, Shri Nikhil De, Shri 
Aakaar Patel, Mr. George Mathew, Ms. Sharada 
Sathe and Shri Shashi Tharoor. 

The second day began with the fourth session on 
Justice. The panel was chaired by ex- Minister 
Shri Salman Khurshid. Prof. Archana Prasad, Mr. 
Wilson Bezwada, Shri Chandra Bhushan, and 
Dr. Aditya Narayan Misra. Mr. Wilson Bezwada 
reminded the audience that manual scavenging 
is still a widespread practice in India and the 
condition of manual scavengers in the country was 
something that no civilized country must allow. 
Prof. Archana Prasad spoke of trade union politics 
as an important component of social justice. 

The final session on Secularism, chaired by Shri 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Leader of Opposition in the 
Rajya Sabha involved a long discussion between 
panel members including Prof. Zoya Hasan, 
Padma Bhushan T.K Oommen, Ms. Shabnam 
Hashmi, Prof. Apoorvanand Jha, Prof. Ayesha 
Kidwai, Dr. Badri Raina and Prof. Ram Puniyani. 
Prof Oommen argued that secularism is not a term 
borrowed from the West but is part of traditions 
within India as well. 

The seminar concluded with remarks from the 
AICC Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi. He 
reiterated the importance of the values of freedom, 
equality, democracy, justice and secularism at a 
time when the RSS was playing an increasingly 
important political role in India. Departing from 
his written speech, he also expressed the Congress 
party’s solidarity with the cause of academics and 
civil society members who are fighting against the 
rising intolerance in country. 

The seminar was well attended by academics, 
activists, thought leaders, students and members 
of Pradesh Congress Committees from all states in 
India. v

India or elsewhere except on the basis of freedom”.

Inaugurating the Asian Conference, New Delhi, 3rd March 1947, 
Nehru repeated his emphasis on peace and freedom, saying, “Peace 
can only come when Nations are free and also when human beings 
everywhere have freedom and security and opportunity. Peace and 
freedom, therefore, have to be considered both in their political and 
economic aspects.”

In his historic “Tryst with Destiny” speech delivered at the midnight 
hour when, in his words, “India awoke to life and freedom”, Pandit 
Nehru said, and I quote, “Peace has been said to be indivisible; so is 
freedom; so is prosperity.. and also.. disaster in this one world that 
can no longer be split into isolated fragments.”

The timeless insight of Jawaharlal Nehru that there will be no peace 
without freedom; and no freedom without peace is as fresh and 
relevant to the world in 2015 as it was when it was written, half a 
century ago.

Peace and freedom have poignant depth and meaning for my 
generation, the generation that lived through partition that 
incomparable holocaust of hatred in which both peace and freedom 
were lost for so many.

It is necessary for all people who support the Nehruvian idea of India 
as a liberal, secular, social democracy to now come together and join 
together to preserve and protect the integrity of our Republic.

I am extremely happy that a very distinguished gathering of thinkers 
and doers committed to liberal, democratic values of the Republic, 
to which Jawaharlal Nehru dedicated his life, will be meeting in this 
Conference today and tomorrow to exchange views and start the 
process of developing a common agenda for action. This is indeed 
a moment in our history when all right thinking people should 
come together and pool their wisdom, knowledge and experience to 
defend the core values of our Republic.

I am sure the discussions will be extremely fruitful and they will 
provide direction and strength to the struggle to counter and defeat 
the counter democratic tendencies that are rising in our country.

What greater tribute can there be to Nehru than that, over half a 
century after his passing, the centre stage of Indian politics is 
reserved for him? That not a moment passes when his ideas are either 
celebrated or opposed? What greater tribute can there be to Nehru 
in this the 125th year of his birth than a rededication by the people of 
this country to the struggles to which he devoted his life?

With these words, I am happy to inaugurate this National Conference.

Thank you. Jai Hind. v

the nation is deeply concerned at the recent tragic instances 
of blatant violations of the right to freedom of thought, belief, 

speech and expression: dr manmohan Singh

continued from page 13



Congress sandesh   |  17  |  november 2015

AWArD

I welcome you all to this function. Let 
me first congratulate Rajagopalji. 

He joins a long line of distinguished 
men and women who have been 
conferred this award. Hailing from 
the southern-most tip of India, he 
has created a nation-wide network 
of activists who champion the cause 
of the underprivileged and deprived 
communities. 

Dr. Manmohan Singhji will 
undoubtedly speak more about the 
impact Rajagopal ji has had in recent 
times on the national debate and 
discourse on land-related issues, a 
debate that will undoubtedly continue. 
Land is, after all, at the very core of 
rural India especially. Land is the 
base for social security for millions of 
families and landlessness is still the 
most important cause of poverty. The 
Indira Gandhi Award for National 
Integration is given to individuals and 
organisations who have promoted ideals 
and values of national integration. To 

Indira Gandhi nothing mattered 
more than national integration. Her 
entire life was devoted to this cause 
which she held to be sacred. The 
unity of India, not its uniformity, 
was paramount. But at the same time, 
she was acutely conscious of our much 
diversity. She believed not in just 
respecting and accommodating these 
diversities but more in celebrating and 

rejoicing in them. 
Very disturbingly, our 
diversities that have 
defined us, that have 
given us a distinctive 
and unique place 
in the world, are 
now being used by 
certain ideologies, 
institutions and 
individuals to divide 
us, to set Indian 
against Indian. 
The very idea of 

India is under assault. Let us make 
no mistake these are no isolated or 
random occurrences. They are part of 
a deliberate plan. But these diabolical 
designs will not succeed, the people of 
India will not allow them to succeed.

Rajagopalji has worked very closely 
with the weaker sections of society. To 
Indira Gandhi their welfare and well-
being was an unshakeable article of 
faith. She related to their concerns in 
an unusually sensitive manner. Their 
empowerment, she was convinced, 
was essential to our country’s 
progress and prosperity, in fact to 

national integration itself. She worked 
relentlessly and tirelessly towards this 
end. To this day she is still remembered 
and recalled by tribal communities, 
for instance, across the country. This 
reflects the impact she had and the 
imprint she left behind. Many of the 
initiatives she personally launched 
like the Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan and 
the Tribal Sub-Plan now need to be 
enshrined into law both nationally and 
in states. 

Indira Gandhi was convinced 
that the Indian state must be an 
instrument of profound socio-
economic transformation, that public 
systems play a most important role 
in ensuring that our citizens get the 
full benefit of their Constitutional 
entitlements. The very word “public 
sector” unfortunately has become very 
unfashionable. To Indira Gandhi as it 
was to Jawaharlal Nehru before her, 
the public sector was a vehicle not 
just providing employment but for 
promoting national integration and 
for addressing regional inequalities. Of 
course, the public sector itself has to 
be efficient because social obligations 
are not met merely by running at a 
loss. But to think we can abandon the 
idea of a public enterprise or public 
systems of delivery is being blind to 
the grim realities of our society. On 
the contrary, it is now increasingly 

Indira Gandhi Award to Pv rajagopal

Will fight those trying to spread 
hatred, says Sonia Gandhi
Speech of Smt Sonia Gandhi at the Indira Gandhi National 
Integration Award function on 31st october 2015
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evident that in such areas as health and 
education, and the targeted delivery of 
essential goods and services, especially 
to the needy, public intervention must 
be strengthened both in reach and 
quality. 

India has made remarkable economic 
progress in recent years. New 
aspirations are evident. But while we 
congratulate ourselves on what we have 
accomplished, let us not forget what 
remains to be done. 

Rapid economic advance itself has 
created a whole new set of challenges as, 
for example, protection of the 
environment to which Indira Gandhi 
was passionately committed and an area 
in which she was truly a trail-blazer. 
Economic prosperity and social discord 
cannot co-exist. Economic growth, the 
creation of jobs and the distribution 
of benefits cannot take place if the 
social fabric is threatened or destroyed. 
Growth cannot be accompanied by 
discord and intolerance, it cannot 
happen in an atmosphere of prejudice 
and hatred. To think otherwise is to live 
in an illusionary world. If this persists, 
the very foundations of national 
integration a cause for which Indira 
Gandhi lived for and ultimately died 
for will be fundamentally threatened 
and severely damaged. The anchor for 
national integration as envisioned by 
our founding fathers must be an open, 
secular, liberal democracy at the heart of 
which is accepting of the rights of others. 
Democracy is the accommodation of 
all points of view, it is not and never 
was envisioned as the imposition 
of a majority view or intolerance of 
dissenting or different ideas, thoughts, 
faiths and practices. On that there 
should be no doubt or compromise. 
That is also the true essence of what 
Rajagopaji and so many others who have 
been honoured with this award have 
stood for, what Indiraji stood for, and 
what has made India the great beacon 
of plurality, secularism, tolerance and 
enriching diversity that it is. v

a rePort

“indira Gandhi award for National integration”  
to Shri. rajagopal P.v. “founder of ekta Parishad”

New Delhi : The 29th Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration for the year 
2013 and 2014 has been awarded to Shri Rajagopal PV, “Founder of Ekta Parishad” 
for his services in promoting and preserving National Integration in the country. 

The Indira Gandhi award for national integration has been awarded to Gandhian 
Shri Rajagopal P V.,  founder and President of Ekta Parishad, a federation of 11,000 
community based organizations and thousands of individual members working for 
the land and livelihood rights of India’s most marginalized communities - tribals, 
dalits, nomadic communities, agricultural labourers, as well as small and marginal 
farmers

“Today, our legacy is under threat. We are known to the world by our unity in 
diversity,” Smt. Sonia Gandhi said. She added that had former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi been alive, she would have wanted the party to fight for the common 
man’s cause. The Congress president also highlighted the importance of the public 
sector, saying that Indira understood that the cause of the people and national 
integration would be better served through it. 

Speaking on the occasion, former PM Dr. Manmohan Singh hailed Rajagopal’s 
efforts, which are said to have led to surrender of more than 500 dacoits. 

This Award consist of a citation and cash of Rs. 10.00 lakh. It was given to the 
Awardee by the Chairperson, Hon’ble Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the Congress President, 
on 31st  October, 2015 on the Martyrdom Day of smt. Indira Gandhi, in the 
auditorium of Jawahar Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi

Former recipients of this Award are — Swami Ranganathananda, Smt. Aruna 
Asaf Ali, Barat Scouts & Guides, Shri P.N. Haksar, Smt. M.S. Subbulakshmi, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi (Postumous), Paramdham Ashram Paunar (Wardha), Acharya Shree 
Tulsi Thakkar (Jointly), Gandhi Institute of Public Affairs, Tumkur, Indira Gandhi 
Centre for National Integration, Dr. H.Y. Sharada Prasad, Ram-Rahim Nagar Slum 
Dwellers Association Aaman Patik Peace Volunteer Group Shri Ram Sinh Solanki 
& Shri Sunil Tamaiche (Jointly), Acharya Mahaprajna, Shri Syam Benegal, Smt. 
Mahasweta Devi, Shri Javed Akhtar, Dr. J.S. Bandukwalla & Dr. Ram Puniyani 
(Jointly), Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust, Indore (M.P.), Shri Balraj 
Puri. Shri. A.R. Rahman & Ramakrishna Mission Ashram, Narainpur-Chhattisgarh 
(Jointly), Shri Mohan Dharia, Shri Gulzar and Dr. M.S. Swaminathan. v
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CoNveNtIoN

My Young Friends, I congratulate the Youth Congress on 
having organised this convention. 

Just five days ago we concluded our commemoration of 
the 125th birth anniversary of India’s first Prime Minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. He was the architect of modern India.  His 
steadfast commitment to liberal democracy, secular values, 
scientific temper and planned development with a sharp focus 
on social justice and equity continues to inspire.

As you all are aware, our Party is also celebrating the 125th birth 
anniversary of the great social reformer and main architect of 
our Constitution, Dr B R Ambedkar.

Today, we are gathered here to remember another leader, 
another Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, who has left an 
indelible imprint on our history.   Building on the legacy of 
Panditji, she steered our country through multiple challenges 
from abroad and at home, bringing   a new focus 
on the needs of the weaker sections of our society.

The Youth Congress is the first forum through 
which the leaders of the future come into the 
Congress Party.   For many of you, it is the first 
forum where you are introduced to our ideology, 
outlook and tradition of public service.   It is 
for the Youth Congress to be at the vanguard of 
upholding the Congress history, ideals, policies 
and contribution to nation building. I would urge 
you to learn all that you can from the lives of the 
founding fathers of our nation -- Mahatma Gandhi, 

Jawaharlal Nehru,  Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad and so 
many others and, of course, Indiraji.

In celebrating Indira Gandhi’s birth anniversary 
today, we remember her unwavering commitment to 
the nation and its people. Her life was dedicated to 
ensuring the unity of our country, while being fiercely 
proud and protective of its many diversities. National 
unity and secularism were amongst the pillars of her 
beliefs. She was keenly mindful of the suffering and 
injustice faced by the weak and the marginalised.

Today, when we see the ruling establishment pursuing 
communal and divisive politics, when we see the 
ruling establishment following policies that favour the 
few and the powerful at the expense of the weak and 
the many, when we see their ideology at work that 
shuns the pursuit of secularism, tolerance, inclusion 

and equality, when the spokespersons of its agenda make 
blatantly partisan appeals to obtain votes, Indiraji’s life and 
values acquire even greater importance.

It is to her that we owe such path-breaking decisions as the 
nationalisation of banks and the abolition of privy purses.     
It is her concerns that led to the empowerment of dalits and 
adivasis. It is her far-sightedness that ushered in the Green 
Revolution opening a whole new future for our farmers and 
turning a food-deficit economy into a self-reliant and strong 
nation. Above all, it was her determined political leadership 
that protected the integrity of our nation when it was 
threatened by powerful forces.

Today, the present government and its masters who exercise 
their control from behind the scenes, are systematically 
working to dismantle the legacy of the Congress, to rewrite our 
history, to negate all that Nehru, Indiraji and all our leaders 

Speech delivered by hon’ble Congress President Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi at the IyC convention on 10 Nov 2015

youth Congress is the 1st forum to future leaders  
who help us to build Nation by improving technology, 
implementing ideas and policy in Nation building: Sonia Gandhi

continued on page 23
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Raja has delivered a very good speech. He explained 
about Indira Gandhiji regarding what is written here, 

“Ma; Tujhe Salaam”. She was not only the mother of my 
father. As Raja has said that she was the mother of the 
Congress Party as well as of every member of the Congress 
Party. Why? Because if you have to prepare yourselves 
for a political fight the most important thing to know is 
that, “Who are we”? Why are we together standing here? If 
you can’t answer this question, you can’t perform political 
duties. Indiraji died several years ago, but she answered 
the question. Who are we? What is this Congress Party? 
Who are the leaders of the Congress Party? Who are the 
karyakartaas (active members) of the Congress Party? Why 
are we standing here? After that one more question. For 
what are we fighting? Why and to whom are we fighting? 

Today is the birth anniversary of Indira Gandhiji. I want to 
tell you two stories. You will understand the way of thinking 
of Indiraji in both the stories. You will also be aware of 
the thinking of Soniaji, Gulam Nabi Azadji, Vinodji, 
Sachin Pilotji and of course mine also. And then you will 
understand why are we standing here? Why do we fight 
with the followers of RSS? Why are we confronting with 
Modiji? Once Indira Gandhiji was travelling in a car, when 
she was about 20-25 years old. India was under the British 
rule. When she was getting off the car, she saw that about 
100-200 people were holding an aged person and they had 
beaten him also. Indiraji rushed to the crowd and asked, 
“Who are you all? She directed them to leave immediately. 

Addressing the crowd, she said,” The question is not who 
am I but what are you all doing?” The crowd replied, “We 
will kill him”. Indiraji said emphatically, “You call yourselves 
courageous people but you are beating a weak person. I am 
a woman. Beat me first. If you have guts, beat me”. About 
200 people were there. They were courageous people. They 
were like Modiji. They became silent. They didn’t have 
enough courage to raise a finger either on Indiraji or on 
that aged person. 

What Indiraji did there clearly shows the thinking of the 
Congress Party. What 200 people were trying to do there 
indicates the thinking of the RSS and The BJP followers. 
What Indiraji did there is the same what we all sitting in 
this room would have done. We will continue to do the 
same thing guided by the same thinking in future.

The second story related with Indiraji is about the Congress 
Party. In 1947, the fight of partition was going on. The 
Hindus and the Muslims were fighting with each other. 
There was much bloodshed. Indiraji decided to help the 
victims and to mitigate the fury amidst riots. Her team-
members asked,” Where to start and how to start? They 
were fighting and killing one another.” Indiraji proposed an 
idea,” First we will go to the Hindus and will ask a question. 
Then we will reach out to the Muslims and will ask the same 
question.” 

At first, Indiraji went to the Hindus and asked,” Brothers, 
can you name some people from the Muslim community 

CoNveNtIoN

Speech of Congress vice-President  Shri rahul Gandhi

i will fight for hindustan. i will fight for the poor,  
farmers and labourers: rahul Gandhi
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Indian Youth Congress held a National Conference “MAA 
TUJHE SALAAM” on 98th Birth Anniversary of Lt Smt. 

Indira Gandhi Ji at Nehru Auditorium with thousands of Youth 
Delegates joined from across the Nation in the celebration. 
A day long convention started with introductory speech 
of IYC Secretary Incharge, AICC Secretary Shri Suraj Hegde 
Ji followed by Inauguration by Former PM Shri Manmohan 
Singh and said “India is Grateful to Late Smt. Indira Gandhi 
for bringing Green revolution, making policy for Nuclear 
Weapon State but PM Modi is not attending the problems faced 
today by Farmers. PM Modi abolished Planning Commission 
which helped Nation to develop Economic Reforms but PM 
Modi lacks direction on Economic Policy too. He also said 
“When Atal Bihari Vajpayee was Leader of Opposition, he 
described Late Smt. Indira Gandhi as Durga’s incarnation” and 
congratulated  IYC  President Amarinder Singh Raja for the 
successful event.

Dr. Singh said, “When Indiraji became Prime Minister the 
country was facing worst food crisis. There was acute famine in 
Bihar. Agriculture was facing great difficulty whereas India was 
leading in building ships and sending rockets to Mars. She was 
the one who asked scientists of this great country to research 
on the development of agriculture and thus began the green 

a report

iyC hold National Convention “maa 
tuJhe SaLaam” to mark 98th birth 

anniversary of Late Smt. indira Gandhi

CoNveNtIoN

continued on page 44

who love you and behave well with you?” They replied, “Yes, 
we know.” Indira Gandhiji told them to provide her the list 
of such people. They provided the list which was quite long. 
Then Indira Gandhiji with her team-members went to the 
Muslims and asked the same question, “Brothers, Is there 
anyone among Hindus who loves you and continues to talk 
and help you”? They replied in affirmative. “Please give us 
the list”, said Indiraji. The list was prepared and surprisingly 
there were more than 600 names. Indiraji then called all the 
persons mentioned in both the lists and said, “You are the 
Congress Party.” On one hand, these RSS followers make 
people fight, ignite riots and as a consequence Indians are 
killed. On the other hand, the Congress Party tries to unite 
people. Our prime concern is unity, brotherhood, love and 
affection among all Indians. That was the philosophy of 
Indira Gandhiji and that thinking is within me and within 
you. 

The Youth Congress is the new generation. I am telling you 
that in future, not I but you will run the Congress Party. As 
Raja has said that my responsibility is to provide the weaker 
sections and the poor a space in politics.You all understand. 
I know you. You all are my friends. You understand what I 
have done and what I haven’t. The media persons, followers 
of RSS and supporters of BJP used to say that the Congress 
Party has only 40-45 MPs. If we have only 45 MPs, how 
did we block the Land Bill? The number of MPs hardly 
matters. What is our thinking and for whom we fight is of 
utmost importance. We fight for the weaker sections and 
for the poor of this country. Who are the weak? The weak 
are those who are discriminated and exploited. Labourers 
and the daily-wagers are the weak. The tribals are the weak. 
But those people are becoming weak also who are being 
exploited by the police. Small traders are also exploited. 
An example of Gujarat. Students devote time and money 
for studying. They go to colleges to get higher education. 
But one fine-morning, they came to know that they are 
not getting education, but it is indeed the business of a few 
people. In this way, they are also becoming weaker. We fight 
for the poor bur our ideology is not weak. The BJP was of 
the opinion that it will sweep Bihar. So many rallies of PM 
Modi. Amit Shahji with other prominent leaders of the BJP 
were camping in the state. There was indeed a sweep, not of 
theirs but ours. I am assuring you that there will be again a 
sweep in favour of the Congress Party in the state elections 
due in near future. 

I want to tell you one thing. When we talk about ideology, 
we should also take our organization into consideration. 
You are the future of the Congress Party, you have to go 
among people, you have to connect with people. I know 
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revolution and today India is self-sufficient in foodgrains and 
now even exports wheat and rice to other countries. So, this is 
the first thing I wish to emphasize in the great contribution of 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.”

“Another important thing I want to say about Indiraji is, that 
there was problem in East Bengal, now called Bangladesh. 
There was great suppression of peoples’ sentiments on the 
part of the Pakistan authorities and as a result, the people of 
Bangladesh were forced to influx into India. Indiraji tried her 
very best to ensure that the problem was solved by Pakistan 
but Pakistan paid no attention and millions of Bangladeshis 
were forced to migrate from Bangladesh into India and this led 
to a war with Pakistan. There was great victory of India over 
Pakistan and the birth of Bangladesh took place.

Dr. Singh said, “At the birth of Bangladesh it was celebrated in 
Indian Parliament and several great leaders of Parliament and 
no less than a person than Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the then 
Leader of the Opposition, addressed Indiraji as Durga.

Dr. Singh added, ‘Another thing I want to mention is that she 
gave direction to our economic policy and in 1971, Indiraji 
dissolved the Parliament and went to the country and asked the 
people to vote for the Congress as people had faith in Indiraji’s 
leadership but the Opposition were shouting Indira hatao. But 
Indiraji said no, and instead garibi hatao and thus was born 
the garibi hatao slogan and out of it came the new direction of 
the economic policy for the removal of poverty. And as a result 
of that in the last 20 years, India had great economic growth 
which grew up to 6.5% and this country is now self-sufficient 
and poverty ratio has declined substantially and there is still 
hope for improvement.”

Dr. Manmohan Singh said, “Indiraji carried forward the 
programmes which Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had laid steps like 
developing Science and Technology and gave priorities in the 
establishment of the IITs, IIMs, and other financial institutions 
and the birth of nuclear programmes, atomic energy 
programme and the space development programme took place 
with a sense of dedication, commitment and efficiency. Thus, 
in 1974, the first atomic test was carried out which made India 
the nuclear power state.”

Dr. Singh said, “Indiraji in 1972 gave a slogan in Stockholm 
that environment and development should be developed in 
a harmonious manner because without development this 
country cannot remove poverty. So, Ministry of Environment 
was developed for developing our forest resources and insisting 
on laying down the path of development of our country.”

Dr. Singh said, “The Youth Congress is the future of the 
Congress and I therefore, urge all of you to look at the history 
of India and the role of the Congress Party in the development 
of our country and to take strong steps against communal 

differences and in poverty alleviation and then we should also 
compare as to what has been done by the present government.

Dr. Singh said, “Elections are going to take place in several 
states and also of Parliament in three to four years as well and 
I urge the Youth Congress to prepare themselves in fighting all 
communal forces and you should play an effective role in those 
states from next year, and that would give Youth Congress a 
new sense of purpose.

IYC  President Amarinder Singh Raja said late Smt. Indira 
Gandhi is Mother of the Nation who created Nation unlike PM 
Modi just Promising “ACHE DIN ANE WALE HAIN”   and 
Attacked Modi, RSS for playing divisive politics to divide our 
country and urged Youth Congress to fight together and will 
also sacrifice our life to protect our Nation from RSS. He also 
said “BJP may be successful in removing Smt. Indira Gandhi 
from Postal Stamps but won’t succeed in removing from the 
heart of Indians”.

AICC President Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji said Youth Congress is 
the 1st forum to future leaders who help us to build Nation 
by improving technology, implementing ideas and policy in 
Nation Building. Leaders like Smt. Indira Gandhi Ji, Jawaharlal 
Nehru Ji, Sardar Patel ji are inspiration for the Youth of the 
Nation and we should learn from them. She also said “Ruling 
Party is playing divisive politics and lacks foreign policy and 
ideology.

AICC Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi Challenged PM Modi 
to set up an inquiry and arrest if any allegation against him 
is proved and is not afraid even if they kill him in his fight 
for poor people of the country.  He also said “He will expose 
Modi’s lie and fight with Modi, RSS and their ideology of 
dividing Hindu and Muslims of the country.

Many Senior Congress Leaders made their presence and 
inspired youth with their speech on the life, work and Nation 
building activities of Late Smt. Indira Gandhi. Prominent 
Leaders present amoung were Ahmed Patel, Ambika Soni, 
Sheila Dikshit, Ghulam Nabi Azad, Ashok Gehlot, Jagdish 
Tytler, Mohsina Kidwai, Motilal Vora, C.P. Joshi, Oscar 
Fernandes, A.K. Antony, Raj Babbar, Vijay Inder Singla, 
Manish Chatrat, Mahender Joshi, Sachin Pilot, Shakil Ahmed, 
Ravneet Singh Bitoo, Hussain Dalwai, Swaraj Jewan, Roji John 
and many other senior leaders.  v

IyC NAtIoNAL CoNfereNCe
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MeSSAGe

NeW DeLhI:    Congress President 
Smt Sonia Gandhi expressed shock 
over the terrorist attack in Paris and 
made a strong pitch for India and 
France joining hands in the battle 
against “dark forces” of violence, 
bigotry and religious extremism.

In a letter to the French President, Mr. 
Francois Hollande, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said “The terrorist attacks in Paris, 

which has snatched the lives of so many innocent people, has 
left me, and millions of people in India, deeply shocked and 
saddened. 

Having personally experienced the devastating grief of losing 
my loved ones to terrorist attacks. I feel their suffering deeply. 
My heart goes out to all those families who lost their children, 
their parents, their siblings yesterday, and to those now battling 
for their lives. Their lives have been so suddenly, cruelly and 
senselessly shattered. I know that words are of little consolation, 
but I pray that they find the strength to bear this loss, and I 
hope they draw some solace from the fact that so many people 
around the world, including in India, 
share their pain and their outrage.

France is a nation that has always 
proudly defended secular values, 
nurtured its great traditions of 
fraternity among mankind and 
promoted cultural and religious 
tolerance and understanding. These 
shared values constitute a special 
bond between our two countries. In 
a world where violence, bigotry and religious extremism is 
growing, we must join hands to battle these dark forces.

Our solidarity, our thoughts and our prayers are with the 
people of France. We stand staunchly behind you in your fight 
against such acts of inhumanity and hatred. With my deepest 
condolences”.

In a separate message, Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said “strongly condemn the terrorist attack in Paris. 
My thoughts & prayers are with the people of France in this 
hour of grief and anguish. Terror cannot defeat freedom and 
liberty, it will only strengthen our resolve to fight against this 
senseless violence’”

On the next day at the Nehru birth anniversary celebrations, 
both Smt. Sonia Gandhi as well as Congress Vice President, 

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi  
expresses shock over Paris terror attacks

Shri Rahul Gandhi expressed grief over the terror attacks in 
the presence of massive gathering. The Congress president 
said that the attacks needed to be condemned in the strongest 
possible terms and the war on terror should be unrelenting.

On the night of 13th November, 2015 in Paris, a stadium, a 
concert hall, a number of cafes and bars around the city where 
terrorist of ISIS group attacked, left more than 140 people 
dead and more than 300 person seriously injured. v

have achieved. We will not allow them to succeed. Our party’s 
history is intimately linked with the history of our country. 
Our party fought for independence under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi and the stalwarts of the freedom movement.  
Indiraji was a child of that movement. She imbibed her values 
and her politics in that struggle, from Mahatma Gandhi, her 
father and their colleagues.

She is an inspiration to all us.  From the heights of success to 
the lows of defeat, only to rise again to greater heights, her life 
teaches us that with courage, dedication and determination 
even the most difficult obstacles can be overcome. In recent 
times our party has faced some set-backs, but as the election in 
Bihar shows, if we  persevere and work hard, we can overcome 
these obstacles. We should never forget that the Congress is 
much more than just a political party, it is a people’s movement.

Indiraji’s greatest strength was that she connected directly 
with the people and in turn, they gave their love and trust. 
We can only achieve this by working among the people, by 
taking up their issues, by empathising with them, by helping 
them out when they are in need.  That is how this relationship 
can be strengthened – not just at times of elections but at all 
times.  Perhaps, one way for the Youth Congress to do this is 
to make its own version of Indiraji’s 20 point programme and 
dedicatedly work towards fulfilling it.

So my friends, let us resolve to live up to the beliefs for which 
Indiraji  lived and gave her life for. We must fight to preserve 
the secular fabric of our nation and never forget that India 
will not really progress if the weakest and most deprived 
do not progress. It is my hope that the Youth Congress will 
dedicate itself to upholding these principles and implement 
them through its actions and programmes. This is how we 
will do justice to the memory of  our great leader, Indiraji.   
Jai Hind! v

youth Congress is the 1st forum to future leaders 
who help us to build Nation by improving technology, 

implementing ideas and policy in Nation building

continued on page 19

Francois Hollande, 
French President
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BIhAr eLeCtIoNS

the victory of great Grand Alliance of JD(u), rJD and 
Congress has proved the victory of growth over false 
campaign run by the BJP led NDA. the people of Bihar 
were wise enough to judge and trusted the Great Alliance 
and voted them to power. AICC vice President Shri rahul Gandhi , rejoicing the victory of the Grant Alliance, 
congratulated the people of Bihar, Nitishji, Laluji and the Congress leaders and party workers. 

on Counting Day, after the victory of Grand Alliance, Shri rahul Gandhi addressed the media. following is 
text of the address:-

Peoples’ verdict to Narendra 
modi: rahul Gandhi

Shri Rahul Gandhi said that first 
of all I want to congratulate all 

the workers and leaders of the Great 
Alliance (Mahagathbandhan), Nitishji, 
Laluji, and our leaders of the Congress 
Party and the party workers of Nitishji 
and Laluji. This is a victory of the truth. 
This is a victory of brotherhood. We 
have achieved a very big victory over 
anger, division and over pride.

There is a message for Modiji this 
message is reverberating all over India 
and he should clearly hear it as well as 
understand it. He is the Prime Minister 
and the whole country is telling him 
that Narendra Modiji, BJP and the RSS 
cannot divide this country. Elections 
cannot be won by instigating fights 
between Hindus and Muslims. In the 
coming time we will show them that 
this country does not belong to any one 
caste, or any one religion, this country 
belongs to all and every citizen living 
here should have his space and there 
has to be brotherhood among them, 
there should be love among them. The 
pride that has gone in the BJP, the pride 
that has gone in the head of Narendra 
Modi, I want that he should try to shed 
this pride, or reduce it. He is the Prime 
Minister of the country and the country 
will benefit out of it, and he too will 
benefit. The way the BJP has spoken 
about some things, what the Prime 
Minister has spoken, that does not suit 

him and does not 
suit our country. 
This message is 
very clear that this 
country requires 
love, requires 
brotherhood. Our 
full support is 
with Nitishji. We 
had said so during 
elections that 
Nitishji would be 
the Chief Minister. 
We want, the Congress Party wants, 
the Congress President wants that 
development takes place in Bihar and 
Nitishji has shown that he can bring 
development. We will support him.

At the end I would once again like to 
congratulate Nitishji, Laluji and all the 
Congress Party leaders.

Q. On the question whether the 
Congress Party after the Bihar elections, 
would like to enter into alliance in the 
other states also to come upon its own?

A. Shri Rahul Gandhi said that you are 
talking about NDA, the truth is that 
this victory is not against the NDA, this 
victory is against the thinking of the RSS, 
BJP and Narendra Modi. This victory is 
against putting Hindus against Muslims. 
This country is of everyone. Bihar has 
given a reply to Narendra Modi, that the 
awards that our laureates are returning 

their awards, the Congress Party is 
saying and the youth of this country is 
saying that you act like a Prime Minister 
and stop making promises, stop making 
speeches and start doing work. Because 
India has come to a standstill for a year, 
for your car is not starting, start it and 
press on the accelerator. Because if you 
do not press the pedal then the public 
will open the door and throw you out. 
One more suggestion, that you go to 
England, you go to America, you go to 
China, you talk about Pakistan, you stop 
going around, you talk about farmers 
and go among them, go among those 
youth to whom you had promised a 
job. Go and embrace them and run this 
country.

Later, on 19th November, 2015, Congress 
Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi met 
the newly elected 27 Congress MLAs of 
Bihar Assembly at his residence in New 
Delhi. v
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vALMIkI JAyANtI

New Delhi: Inaugurating the Valmiki Jayanti Shobha Yatra 
at the Red Fort ground here on 27th October, 2015, Congress 
Vice-President Shri   Rahul Gandhi said that the Valmiki 
Samaj should empower themselves through education 
and create a definite role for themselves in society, and 
involve themselves in various vocations, become pilots 
and businessmen. He said India was an amalgamation of 

all faiths and communities, and everyone should live in an 
atmosphere of peace and co-operation. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
was addressing  thousands of people from the Valmiki 
Samaj at the Red Fort ground after inaugurating the Valmiki 
Jayanthi Shobha Yatra, held under the aegis of Valmiki 
Choudhary Sarpanch Committee, Delhi Pradesh and 
Maharishi Valmiki Janmotsav Committee, Delhi Pradesh. 
DPCC president Shri Ajay Maken was a special guest. The 
programme was held under the leadership of the patron of 
these committees, ex-MLA Jaikishan.

Prominent others present at the  Valmiki Jayanti Shobha 
Yatra were committee president Sanjay Atwal, Ch. Durgadas 
Pandit, Ch. Ramkishan Tank, Sanjeev Jawa, Sanjay Tank, 
Sudhir Choudhary, Shri Deepender Hudda, MP, ex-
MP Sajjan Kumar, Shri Jagdish Tytler, Smt. Sharmistha 
Mukherjee, ex-MLAs Shri Arvinder Singh, Haroon Yusuf, 
Veer Singh Dhingan, Rajesh Lilothia, Charan Singh 
Kandera, Malaram Gangwal, Amrish Singh Gautam, Kiran 
Walia and Surender Kumar.

  Shri Rahul Gandhi said Valmiki Ji wrote the Ramayana 
to tell the world about the story of Bhagwan Ram. He said 
whenever he sees the photo of Valmiki Ji, he can spot a 
pen in his hand, and he hoped that the boys and girls from 

empower Children of  
valmiki Samaj through 
eduction: rahul Gandhi

MEssAgE

sMT sOnIA gAnDhI gREETs Aung sAn 
suu KyI On hER pARTy’s vICTORy In 

MyAnMAR pOLLs
New Delhi: Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi congratulated 
Myanmar’s pro-democracy crusader 
Aung San Suu Kyi for the landslide 
victory in the historic parliamentary 
polls in Myanmar for her party’s 
National League for Democracy. 

In a message released on 13th 
November, 2015 She said “She 
remembered her long struggle and steadfast 
commitment to the cause of democracy and underlined 
the deep relationship shared between the Congress 
Party and Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi. 

She expressed  hope that these elections will open an 
irreversible path towards democracy in Myanmar.

Recording her appreciation for the incumbent President 
Thein Sein, Smt. Gandhi said that without her statesman 
like leadership and guidance, this democratic transition 
would not have been possible”.

Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi said that 
Suu Kyi shares a special bond with India that goes back 
a long way.

“Congratulations to Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD 
on their historic win. Her victory marks a new era for 
Myanmar. I wish her the very best.  I hope under her 
leadership India and Myanmar continue to draw closer,” 
the Congress Vice President said on Twitter. 

Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) has 
swept elections as per the results from the polls.

Myanmar, considered one of India’s strategic neighbours, 
shares a 1,640 km long border with a number of North 
Eastern states including militancy-infested Nagaland 
and Manipur. v

the Valmiki Samaj should empower themselves through 
education so that they also hold pens in their hands, and 
make great strides in life, and get many options in their life 
to progress by dreaming high. Shri Rahul Gandhi said the 
thinking of the Congress party is that everyone should live 
in peaceful co-existence, and make special efforts to uplift 
the suppressed people.
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meSSaGe

CoNGreSS PreSideNt deePLy 
diStreSSed oN devaStatioN CauSed by 
heavy raiNS iN tamiLNadu
New Delhi: Heavy rains pounded mainly Chidambaram, 
Vriddhachalam, Kollidam and the coastal districts of Tamil 
Nadu on 16th November, 2015, with Nevyeli receiving a 
whopping 45 cm of rain within few hours between 8.30 
a.m. and 5.30 p.m. The rain also wreaked havoc in parts of 
Puducherry and Chennai. According to reports, more than 
71 persons were killed in northern and central districts of 
the State.

The deep depression over the southwest Bay of Bengal 
which lay centered about 40 km east-southeast of 
Puducherry, crossed the north Tamil Nadu coast near 
Cuddalore later in the evening. The weather system had 
triggered heavy downpour in north Tamil Nadu and 
many places along the coast received heavy to very heavy 
rainfall since 15thNovember.Though the weather system 
was initially expected to intensify into a cyclonic storm.

In a message Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi said 
“I have been deeply distressed to learn of the devastation 
caused by heavy rains in Tamil Nadu, particularly in the 
districts of Chennai, Cuddalore, Vizhupuram, Krishnagiri, 
Dharmapuri and Nilgiri. This deluge has caused tragic 
loss of lives, devastated habitations, destroyed crops and 
disrupted transport and communications and indeed, 
every aspect of normal life.

My heart goes out to the thousands of people affected, who 
have lost loved ones, whose homes have been flooded and 
livelihoods lost. I urge the State and Central Governments 
to spare no effort in bringing food, shelter and other relief 
to the people of Tamil Nadu who are suffering in this 
crisis. For our part, the Congress Party and its workers 
are ready to help in any way they can.” v

  Shri Rahul Gandhi said he was ready at all times to help 
the people of the Valmiki Samaj, and whenever the leaders 
of the community approach him with their problems, I 
try my best to solve them.   He said the people of Valmiki 
Samaj works like soldiers and they should get enough 
opportunities so that they can make strides in different 
walks of life, and move ahead.

 Shri Ajay Maken, addressing thousands of people from the 
Valmiki Samaj, said it was a heartening sight to see Shri 
Rahul Gandhi Ji inaugurating the Valmiki Jayanthi Shobha 
Yatra. Shri Maken said Valmiki Ji gave us Ramayan and 
told the story of Maryada Purush Shri Ram. He said  Shri 
Rahul Gandhi Ji has always fought the causes of the Valmiki 
Samaj  with shoulder to shoulder from the people of the 
committee, even by sitting on dharna under searing heat of 
45 degrees C.

 Shri Ajay Maken said whenever the people of the Valmiki 
Samaj go to meet Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji, he patiently listens 
to their problems, and finds solutions to them. He said 
Smt. Indira Gandhi Ji had inaugurated the Valmiki Jayanthi 
Shobha Yatra in 1983, and now Shri Rahul Gandhi has 
come to inaugurate the  Shobha Yatra, which was a very 
happy augury for us all.

Organiser of the Shobha Yatra and ex-MLA Jaikishan 
thanked Shri Rahul Gandhi and Shri Ajay Maken for 

participating in the Valmiki Jayanthi Shobha Yatra. He said 
though the Valmiki Jayanthi Shobha Yatra is held every 
year, this time it was a special occasion as after Smt. Indira 
Gandhi Ji, the Shobha Yatra was inguaruated by Shri Rahul 
Gandhi Ji. He said the Valmiki Samaj is being put to all 
kinds of difficulties now, and the safai karamcharis of the 
MCD had to resort to dharna to get their wages and arrears. 
Shri Jaikishan said the Delhi and Central Governments 
were not doing anything for the Valmiki Samaj, and instead 
whatever facilities they were getting were being taken away 
by those parties who have come to power with the votes of 
the people of the Valmiki Samaj.  v
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a rePort

CoNGreSS viCe PreSideNt Shri rahuL GaNdhi meetS 
famiLieS of meN 
kiLLed iN  
PuNJab firiNG
Congress Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi pays condolence to families 
of two men who were killed during 
protests in Punjab

ChANDIGArh:    Congress Vice 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi met the 
families of two men who were killed 
in police firing last month during a 
protest against the desecration of holy 
book last month.

All India Congress Committee vice-
president Shri Rahul Gandhi on 5th 
November, 2015 met the families of 
the two men killed in the October 14 
police open-firing at Behbal Kalan in 
Faridkot district.

Congress Vice President, who arrived 
in Kotkapura town earlier in the day, 
visited the house of police firing victim 
Gurjit Singh in Sarawan village first. 
He spent some time with the victim’s 
family. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi assured the victims’ 
families of justice and said that he 
would meet the President 
with a delegation to demand 
probe by a sitting Apex 
Court judge. He also met 
the family of Kishan Singh 
of Niami Wala village, 
another victim of the police 
firing in Behbal Kalan.

Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi was 
accompanied by Punjab 
Congress President Pratap 
Singh Bajwa, former chief 

minister and deputy leader of the 
Congress in Lok Sabha Amarinder 
Singh, Puinjab Congress legislature 
party leader Sunil Jakhar, Indian 
Youth Congress President Amrinder 
Singh Raja Warring and former chief 
minister Rajinder Kaur Bhattal.

After meeting the families, he began 
his 8 km long padyatra, meeting 
people on the way. Congress Vice 
President also addressed Panchayat 
gatherings in two villages. He took on 
the government over farmer suicides 
and drugs menace in the state.

He also criticised the ruling combine 
for the plight of farmers in the state 
and also raised concern about the 

problem of drug addiction in the state. 
Shri Rahul Gandhi told a gathering of 
farmers that his party, “was all out to 
help those in need and root out the 
weeds in form of Akali-BJP combine.” 
A pest attack and fake pesticides have 
been identified as the causes for the 
crop failure.

“Only Akalis are prospering in Punjab, 
only they seem to have a future, we 
want everyone in Punjab to have 
prosperous future,” he said.

“I assure you that the Congress party 
in Punjab will fight for you as one unit 
against ruling government,” he added.

During padyatra he visited Behbal 
Kalan village where the firing took 

place. He later attended 
a prayer meeting at a 
gurudwara in Bargari village 
where the incident occurred.

Last month, police drew 
flak for the firing on 
the protesters from the 
opposition Congress. Later, 
the government had set up 
a Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to probe the incident 
and booked “unknown” 
police officials under charges 
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of murder and Arms Act. Bargari was 
the epicenter of the Sikhs’ protests 
against the incidents of desecration of 
the holy book in the state.

Rahul Gandhi Meets Farmer’s Family 
in Punjab, Offers prayers at Takht 
Damdama Sahib and Eats ‘Langar’

BAthINDA:  Congress Vice President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi met the family of a 
farmer who committed suicide due to 
debt, and later offered prayers at the 

Sikh shrine Takht Damdama Sahib at 
Talwandi Sabo in Punjab’s Bathinda 
district on 6th November, 2015.

The Takht, Sri Darbar Sahib Damdama 
Sahib, one of the five seats of temporal 
authority of Sikhism, is the place 
where Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth 
Sikh Guru, prepared the full version 
of the Sikh scriptures called Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib in 1705.

Congress Vice President Shri 

Rahul Gandhi, 
accompanied by 
Punjab Pradesh 
C o n g r e s s 
C o m m i t t e e 
President Shri 
Pratap Singh 
Bajwa and former 
Chief Minister 
Shri Amarinder 
Singh, visited the 
family of farmer 

Jagdev Singh, who 
had killed himself 
recently unable to 
face the burden 
of debt and crop 
failure.

Shri Rahul Gandhi 
offered financial 
assistance of Rs. 1 
lakh to the 
farmer’s family 

and assured to take 
up its plight with 
the government.

He joined devotees 
at the ‘langar’ 
(community dining 
hall) at the gurdwara 
Takht Damdama 
Sahib along with 
other leaders and 
partook the simple 

fare that is on 
offer.

This was the 
second day of 
Congress Vice 
President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi’s 
two-day visit to 
Punjab.

Special Courts to Try Drug Peddling, 
Congress Promises Punjab

MANWALA, PuNJAB:  The Congress 
party promised special courts to try 
drug peddlers and a three-month 
timeframe for their trials if it is voted 
to power in 2017 elections in Punjab.

All properties of those convicted 
will be attached, Punjab Congress 
President Pratap Singh Bajwa said.

Congress Deputy Leader in the Lok 

Sabha and former Chief Minister 
Captain Amarinder Singh challenged 
the Chief Minister Parkash Singh 
Badal to visit the victims of the Bargari 
police firing like Shri Rahul Gandhi.

“Leave it to the people of Punjab to 
pronounce the judgment as who was 
their enemy. You (Shri Badal) or the 
Congress, if you still have any doubts,” 
he said. v
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Nehru’s commitment to the secular ideal and his prescient 
understanding of the grave nature of the threat from 

the communal fascist forces is evident from the manner in 
which he converted the first general elections of 1951-52 
into a virtual referendum on what was to be the nature of 
the Indian state. He made the fight against the communal 
political groups his central objective and campaigned 
relentlessly for realising the secular vision of the Indian 
national movement.

During the freedom struggle, secularism was emerging 
as the most dominant principle. The leaders of the Indian 
National Congress; Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, Nehru and others were deeply committed to the ideal 
of secularisms. Secularism became the mantra of the Indian 
nation, a nation exhausted by partition and sectarian riots. 
The founding fathers represented the aspirations of the 
different sections of society and it is due to the struggles of 
these different people that secular principles got enshrined 
into the Indian constitution. 

Under Jawaharlal Nehru and later under his successors in 
the Congress Party, the concept of a secular nation-state was 
officially adopted as India’s path to political modernity and 
national integration. Secularism in India was conceived as a 
system that sustained religious and cultural pluralism. 

Secularism introduces science, technology and rationalism 
in the society and forms the basis of a modern secular state. 

“I do not expect India of my dreams to develop one religion, 
i.e., to be wholly Hindu or wholly Christian or wholly 
Mussalman, but I want it to be wholly tolerant, with its 
religions working side by side with one another.’’ So said 
Mahatma Gandhi.

It was only because of the secular construct of the state 
policy envisaged by Nehru   not an anti-religious or non-
religious state but a non-sectarian state that won’t privilege 
one religion over others   that the ‘rule of law’ was established 
and religious fundamentalism kept away from sabotaging 
Indian politics. Nehru opted for secularism because he was 
convinced India belonged to all those who had fought for its 
independence.

He emphasised the ‘vanguard’ role of the minorities in 

building a secular India. But he opposed 
‘communal representation’, although 
he supported the policy of reservation 
for the Scheduled Castes and other 
Backward Classes since the issue was 
neither caste- nor religion-centric, but 
required to be considered.

Pandit Nehru dreamt of “a classless 
society, based on cooperative effort, 
where there is opportunity for all”. 

The fissiparous tendencies like aggressive communalism, 
regionalism, linguism, religious bigotry and casteism are 
threatening the national integration. 

The oppressed sections join the secular movement to wrest 
the accompanying liberal space that can be the base for 
launching the struggles for their rights. Fundamentalism 
is the regressive reaction of feudal elements and sections 
of middle classes in league with the clergy, to crush the 
aspirations of oppressed class, whose movements for their 
rights is a big source of tension for them. The secularization 
process and the accompanying movements of the oppressed 
increase the insecurity of fundamentalist forces. They try to 
lure these classes into their fold through religion and liberal 
use of money and muscle power.

Recent events such as the Dadri lynching, the assault on 
Sudheendra Kulkarni, the cancelling of Ghulam Ali concert 
and the beef ban, as well as the killing of rationalists have 
raised a disturbing question. Is India becoming an intolerant 
country is a question raised by many, are our valued 
democratic principles under threat from an insidiously 
advancing insistence on majoritarian values or is this an 
exaggerated reaction to admittedly disturbing developments.

The nation is looking increasingly parochial. It is surprising 
to note that the Supreme Court’s February 9 remark that 
“we don’t know for how long it (India) will remain a secular 
country” has gone without a mention. There is truth to the 
court’s warning. 

The “ghar wapsi” campaign is a testimony to the winds 
blowing through this country. Mohan Bhagwat, RSS chief 
doubted the credentials of Mother Teresa, who served the 

Dr M veerappa 
Moily
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destitute and disabled irrespective of caste, community 
and encouraged them, to pray according to the dictates of 
ones own religion. But since the NDA came to power at the 
Centre, India’s ethos of secularism is being methodically 
attacked. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s slogan “sabka 
saath, sabka vikas” is void of any ethics.

The policies of the present government certainly offer little 
for the uplift of the lower strata of society   Dalits, Muslims 
and Christians are worst-hit as upper castes and the rich 
lawfully appropriate economic gains. 

Educational institutions are being saffronised. Nobel laureate 
Amartya Sen had to withdraw his name from consideration 
for a second term as chancellor of Nalanda University. 
Sen said that it was hard for him not to conclude that the 
government wanted him to “cease” being chancellor. He 
also warned that academics in the country remain “deeply 
vulnerable to the opinions of the ruling government”. 

The BJP government is hell bent on rewriting history so 
that it can justify the alleged pre-eminence of Hindus. Once 
again, the distortion of the past is creeping in. 

Recently, President Pranab Mukherjee has referred to 
growing incidents of intolerance, this time expressing 
the “apprehension whether tolerance and acceptance of 
dissent are on the wane” in the country. Underlining that 
“humanism and pluralism should not be abandoned under 
any circumstance”. Mukherjee quoted recalling the teachings 
of Ramakrishna Paramhansa’s Jato Mat Tato Path: “As there 
are a number of beliefs, there are a number of ways”. 

Obama said in his remarks at the high-profile National 
Prayer Breakfast.

“Michelle and I returned from India - an incredible, beautiful 
country, full of magnificent diversity - but a place where, 
in past years, religious faiths of all types have, on occasion, 
been targeted by other peoples of faith, simply due to their 
heritage and their beliefs - acts of intolerance that would 
have shocked Gandhiji, the person who helped to liberate 
that nation,” .

Holding various political parties responsible for failing to 
uphold secularism in India, Nobel prize-winning economist 
Amartya Sen says that the threat to secularism from the 
ruling party is greater today than it had ever been in the 
past. 

The biggest challenge today, to the Indian nation is coming 
from forces claiming to represent the mainstream majority. 
There is an emergence of extremist voices that claim to speak 
for Hindus and they are laying down demands that threaten 
the very idea of a secular India. The biggest area of concern 
is that the state has emerged to be complicit, as an actor 

and player in mounting this challenge to Indian pluralism, 
which goes under the name of Hindutva. 

The communal forces are actively propagating the myth that 
Secularism is a new mask of fundamentalism. They denigrate 
the secular policies, which are a hindrance to Hindu Right’s 
unobstructed march to subjugate the oppressed in general 
and minorities in particular. 

We need to explain why there remained a gap between what 
Nehru visualised for a new India and what it is today. As 
India’s young, with their aspirations, hopes, and energies 
seek to rebuild the country by reassessing choices, it is more 
important than ever to re-examine this founding father of 
modern India   to know him, his fierce imagination and 
idealistic vision. The younger generation has to seek to know 
India in order to transform the ideals which went into the 
making of this nation into substantive reality. They need to 
assert the importance of relegating religion to private space 
and see Indian secularism, democracy and pluralism as 
fundamental principles of the polity.

In August, 77-year-old scholar M. M. Kalburgi, an outspoken 
critic of Hindu idol worship, was gunned down on his own 
doorstep. Kalburgi, was a leading researcher on teachings 
of 12th century ascetic Basavanna and had denounced 
idol worship in his work and public lectures. Instead of 
confronting him with counter arguments or rational thoughts, 
fundamental elements chose to kill Kalburgi. By eliminating 
icons of free speech and rational thought, fundamentalist 
forces want to reinforce intolerance and obscurantism. In 
February, the communist leader Govind Pansare was killed 
near Mumbai. And in 2013, the activist/rationalist Narendra 
Dabholkar was murdered for campaigning against religious 
superstitions. These attacks have shaken the placid world of 
art, culture and literature. Such clear cowardly attempt to 
silence free speech and rationalist thought with the sound of 
a gun is highly deplorable.

While there have always been episodic attacks on free 
speech in India, this time feels different. But the government 
refuses to acknowledge it. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
silence is being interpreted by many people as tacit approval, 
given that the attacks have gained momentum since he took 
office in 2014 and are linked to Hindutva groups whose far-
right ideology he shares. This is a turning point for India, a 
country that has taken pride in being a liberal democracy 
and that often adopts a high-minded tone when neighbors 
fall short of the same standards. 

The “manufactured controversy” (to quote our honourable 
Finance Minister, Arun Jaitley) over the return by over 40 
eminent writers of their Sahitya Akademi Awards in protest 
against the assassination of Prof. M.M. Kalburgi. Dadri 
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butchery of Mohammed Akhlaq and related killings refuses 
to die down. The latest was a 17-year-old who returned her 
Bala Sahitya Akademi award. 

freedom of expression is something which any writer has 
a moral obligation to speak up for. It is not just an abstract 
right in the Constitution; it is as important as the blood 
that flows in our veins or the ink that flows in our pens.

Over a dozen writers from Maharashtra have announced 
their decision to return their state awards. Many of them 
have expressed disappointment over Jaitley’s remarks. 
Marathi Dalit writer, Pradnya Daya Pawar, who returned 
five awards that she had won, said Jaitley’s words reek of 
apathy. “He calls it ‘a case of ideological intolerance’. 

P.M. Bhargava recipient of Padma Vibushan and also an 
eminent scientist has also sought to return his award apart 
from other film makers. 

Prominent Mumbai-based writer Shanta Gokhale called the 
finance minister a cynic who thinks of “these incidents only 
in terms of our image abroad”. “How does protest against 
the killing of an ordinary Muslim blacksmith in the remote 
village of Bisara and another of a respected scholar and 
author in Karnataka with the earlier killings of Dabholkar 
and Pansare show ideological intolerance?” she asked. 

Prominent writers and poets held a silent protest march 
against the Sahitya Akademi’s silence over rising intolerance 
in the country. 

over 40 writers and poets have returned their awards in 
protest against the Akademi’s silence over recent issues 
of rising intolerance. Meanwhile, the Sahitya Akademi 
has called for a meeting with writers and poets who have 
returned their awards.

National Commission for Minorities (NCM) said it will be 
“quite an understatement” to say that the killing was merely 
an accident “as has been claimed even by some persons in 
authority”.

The panel said it was “disturbing” that “responsible 
persons” converge at such spots after the incident and 
“make irresponsible statements” further vitiating the 
atmosphere. 

Justice (retired) rajinder Sachar   head of the Sachar 
Commitee which had drafted a report on the social, 
economic and educational status of Muslims   was 
one, terming the incident shameful, Sachar said, “The 
government simply wants to make this a hindu nation”. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was an apostle of humanity, peace 
and amity. But his emphasis on national integration and 
communal harmony is an aspect always to be remembered 

and transmitted from one generation to the other. Nehru 
laid the foundation of independent India on the pillars of 
democracy, socialism, secularism and peaceful co-existence. 
He thought of India as a whole and always insisted that the 
people should think of the country’s problems in a national 
perspective.

Nehru’s approach to communal amity is very much relevant 
in today’s communally-surcharged society. He felt aggrieved 
to see communal conflicts which destroy social harmony 
and strove his utmost to remove fanaticism which leads to 
communal strife. He cautioned the people: “we must be on 
our guard against the disruptive tendencies in the country 
which raise their heads whenever an occasion offers itself. 
Among these tendencies are some which come under the 
name of communalism   politics under some religious garb, 
one religious group being incited to hate another religious 
group.” 

In a scathing attack on the Narendra Modi government, 
senior advocate Ram Jethmalani told the Supreme Court on 
Wednesday that secularism was under serious threat. 

An eminent person has also commented that ‘India is 
fast becoming the mirror image of Pakistan in terms of 
intolerance’. This can be the most dangerous reflection of 
the Indian scenario today. The Newspapers have also flashed 
in headlines the report from Moody’s an arm of global 
rating agency which said that ‘Narendra Modi should rein 
in hot-heads or lose global credibility’. It also further said 
that ‘India is at the risk of losing global credibility’ while 
urging the government to focus on reform agenda. This also 
reflects the negative trends of investors who are planning to 
invest in India. 

Speaking about nationalism Jawaharlal Nehru said, 
“Nationalism does not mean hindu nationalism, Muslim 
nationalism or Sikh nationalism. As soon as you speak 
of hindu, Sikh or Muslim, you do not speak for India. 
each person has to ask himself the question: what do I 
want to make of India   one country, one nation or 10, 20 
or 25 nations, a fragmented and divided nation without 
any strength or endurance, ready to break to pieces at the 
slightest shock? each person has to answer this question. 
Separateness has always been the weakness of India. 
fissiparous tendencies, whether they belong to hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians or others, are very dangerous 
and wrong. They belong to petty and backward minds. No 
one who understands the spirit of the times can think in 
terms of communalism.” v

The author is a Member of Parliament and senior Congress 
leader
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15th August 1947 to 27th May 1964. 
For 17 long years Pt. Jawaharlal 

Nehru was the Prime Minister of India. 
He was not only the longest serving 
Prime Minister but the greatest nation 
builder of post independent India, 
while his contribution in the freedom 
struggle was second only to Mahatma 
Gandhi. Amongst those who took 
part in the Noncooperation, Civil 
Disobedience & Quit India Movements 
his jail terms and number of years in 
jails was the highest. Over nine years of 
Jawaharlal’s youth and middle age were 
spent in incarceration.

Eleven years before he became Prime 
Minister, Gurudev Tagore wrote of 
him “ Jawaharlal Nehru has undoubted 
claim to the throne of Young India. 
His is a majestic role. Unflinching is 
his determination and indomitable his 
courage.

What raises him to lofty heights is 
the unwavering adherence to moral 
truth and his intellectual character. 
He has upheld the standard of purity 
in the midst of political turmoil where 
deception, including self-decision so 
often destroys integrity.”

According to a veteran journalist, 
Inder Malhotra, Nehru was the second 
greatest Indian of our times after 
the Mahatma. In 1956 Nehru was 
considered the most arresting figure in 
the world political stage since the end 
of the Churchill - Stalin - Roosevelt era. 
A writer in New York Post described 
him ‘the most incandescent figure of 
contemporary history.’ The New York 

Times called him ‘the unchallenged 
ruler who ruled by love not fear.’

Not only in India, Nehru’s popularity 
in other countries in Asia, Europe, 
especially eastern Europe was 
phenomenal. When he visited the 
Soviet Russia and China for the first 
time in the nineteen fifties, millions 
came out on the street to have glimpse 
of him. “Millions come out to welcome 
Nehru” were the banner headlines in 
many dailies of these countries and of 
India. 

Nehru drew his strength from the 
masses. Taking the advantage of 
the political mobilization, achieved 
during the freedom movement, Nehru, 
alongwith other founding fathers, 
introduced adult suffrage. Indian 
women got the right to vote much 
before women in European countries 
did so. One primary purpose of his 
ceaseless touring of the country as 
Prime Minister was to teach the people 
to cherish this privilege and exercise 
it with responsibility. He saw himself 
as a schoolmaster trying to explain 
matters to his audiences in as simple a 
language as possible and getting them 
to think and to understand. Asked once 
what his legacy to India would be, he 
replied: “Hopefully, it is four hundred 
million people capable of governing 
themselves.” 

To Nehru democracy was the most 
acceptable form of government: 
it promoted the growth of human 
beings and society. He hated all forms 
of parochialism and attached prime 

i m p o r t a n c e 
to the human 
personality: “I 
want the narrow 
conflicts of today 
in the name of 
religion or caste, 
language or 
province, to cease, 
and a classless and 
casteless society to 
be built up where every individual has 
full opportunity to grow according to his 
worth and ability.” 

Nehru gave as much importance to the 
institutional aspects of the democratic 
system . He insisted all important 
matters should be brought up to 
the Cabinet. There were numerous 
cabinet committees, sub-committees 
and consultation was frequent. He 
had tremendous faith and trust in 
his colleagues:”Public affairs involve 
principles and policies. They also 
involve an understanding of each 
other and faith in the bonafides of 
colleagues.” However, as in the case 
of TTK and Krishna Menon, he was 
sometimes let down by the colleagues 
he trusted the most.

Nehru took seriously his duties as 
leader of the Lok Sabha and of the CPP 
in Parliament, sat regularly though 
the question hour and all important 
debates, treated the presiding officers 
of the two houses with extreme 
deference. He believed in supremacy 
of Parliament. He said: “ No court, no 
system of judiciary should be allowed to 
function in the nature of a third House, 

Nehru : the GreateSt demoCrat

Praveen Davar
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as a kind of third house of correction. 
—— The legislature must be supreme 
and must not be interfered with by 
the courts of law in measures of social 
reform.” 

Nehru always took care to see that 
the dignity of an elected legislature 
was never dimmed. Even during 
his last months, despite his illness, 
he missed no session and in order, 
as he said , to preserve the 
decorum of the House. He also 
overensured that the dignity 
and decorum of the highest 
office of President and Vice 
President is maintained. He 
called on the President every 
week despite their differences 
on Somnath, Hindu Code Bill 
or other matters. He had the 
magnanimity to raise the office 
of Vice President above that 
of Prime Minister in order of 
precedence. Earlier the Vice 
President was placed below the 
PM in all matters of protocol.

Despite being the unchallenged 
leader of the most dominant 
political party, as a true 
democrat Jawaharlal Nehru 
encouraged the growth of 
opposition. He believed in a 
multi-party democracy and 
was never averse to criticism 
of his policies. When, in 
1959, the Swatantra party was 
formed by C. Rajagopalachari 
who was drifting apart from 
Nehru on various issues, 
Nehru welcomed the formation of the 
new party as helping to lift the fog over 
the mind of the Congress and likely to 
enliven Indian politics. But Nehru did 
not consider it a serious opposition but 
a diversion, and rightly predicted the 
party had no future in India. Swatantra 
party did not last but the economic 
policies it enunciated have found a 
place in today’s market economy. 

Nehru could be extremely outrageous 

against dictatorships and all forms 
of authoritarianism. When the King 
of Nepal dismissed and arrested 
his ministers and proclaimed a 
dictatorship, Nehru made no secret of 
the fact that all his political instincts 
had been outraged and decided that his 
govt, while respecting the sovereignty 
of Nepal, would only carry on with the 
existing projects of assistance in that 

country and undertake no new ones. All 
the feudal privileges and the amassing 
of huge wealth by individuals seemed 
to him unsocial and rather vulgar, but 
this, he emphasized time and again, 
would have to be achieved by peaceful 
and democratic procedures.

Nehru believed that political democracy 
will have no meaning unless it led to 
economic democracy. If the economic 
problems are not solved then the 

political structure tends to weaken and 
crack up. The Congress resolution in 
Avadi on ‘Socialist pattern of Society’ 
in 1954 and on ‘Democratic Socialism’ 
in Bhubaneshwar, ten years later in 
1964, were important landmark in the 
nation’s march towards the ultimate 
goal of economic democracy and social 
justice which in Nehru’s view meant 
both equality and equity.

  Today we see a steep fall in 
values which Nehru espoused. 
Many a times behavior of 
elected representatives in both 
parliament and state legislatures 
becomes unruly, uncivilized. 
Many MPs and MLAs with 
criminal backgrounds are 
elected. You have cabinets with 
tainted ministers because they 
are selected from MPs/MLAs 
with tainted backgrounds 
who have been elected by the 
people.  But you cannot blame 
the political parties alone, 
though they deserve the highest 
responsibility. The electorates 
must reject candidates with 
dubious records. Parliament 
must also devise new rules 
to ensure that walk outs/
disruptions are minimized, if 
not altogether eliminated. Let 
us bear in mind what Nehru 
underlined:” Parliamentary 
democracy demands many 
virtues. It demands, of course, 
ability. It demands a certain 
devotion to work. But it 

demands also a large normal measure 
of co-operation, of self discipline, of 
restraint”

At an international conference held in 
New Delhi last year to commemorate 
the 125th birth anniversary, rich 
tributes were paid to Jawaharlal 
Nehru by leaders from many nations 
across Asia, Africa and Europe for his 
contribution to democracy in India 
which made it a model for countries 

continued on page 37
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JaWahar LaL Nehru, the arChiteCt of 
moderN iNdia

Jawahar Lal Nehru is fascinating 
personality to study and analyse. 

He supported the Afro-Asian struggle 
against Western Imperialism, he 
vigorously fought not only for Indian 
freedom but also for democratic values, 
as Prime Minister of India. He was 
the chief architect of India’s destiny, 
he led the country on the path of 
Parliamentary democracy, secularism, 
nationalism, industrialization, put 
the public sector on the commanding 
heights of the national economy and 
thereby accelerating the process of 
socialist transformation of the Indian 
society, he kept the country united and 
democratic in the midst of encircling 
global gloom which engulfed many 
a Third World Countries which had 
sought salvation from the foreign 
yoke, as architect of foreign policy he 
gave a new dimension and led not only 
India but the entire Third World, and 
as a historian, writer and as a man of 
letters he was superb. His commitment 
to secularism, nationalism, humanism, 
internationalism, pacifism, liberalism 
and science was total. He ranks with 
those most outstanding statement of 
the world for whom commitment to 
democracy was an article of faith. He 
constantly strove to make Parliament 
an effective instrument of social 
change and nation building, he not 
only accepted the parliamentary 
codes of etiquette and behavior 
graciously but went to the extent of 
defending the Parliamentary rights of 
the opponents who held a divergent 
opposite view. As unchallenged leader 
of the nation and of the ruling party 
enjoying overwhelming majority in 
the Parliament, Nehru never used his 
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strength to steamroll and humble the 
opposition. He used to attend question 
hour regularly even on those days 
when his ministry was not involved 
and he displayed remarkable degree 
of patiently tolerance, sympathy 
and warmth. It may be recalled how 
patiently Nehru sat through the attack 
launched by Acharya Kriplani while 
moving the first no-confidence motion 
against his government. He answered 
every charge before the division of votes 
and took the debate seriously although 
Kriplani’s resolution did not warrant it 
in view of the sheer arithmetic of seats. 
He allowed maximum expression 
of dissenting notes and strove for 
consensus. In sum, it was he who put 
the idea of parliamentary democracy 
to practice for he was deeply convinced 
that only a Government elected by the 
people could function in this country.

Had he not decided to tread on the 
rocky path of politics, he would have 
been one of the greatest writers in 
the contemporary world. Although 
he gave his best to the freedom 
movement, to politics, to planning 
and administration yet his literary 
pursuits and his writings put him 
above most of his contemporaries. He 
kept abreast of the latest trends and 
developments in the field of literature 
and he kept a continuous dialogue 
with his contemporary literary figures 
such as George Bernad Shaw, Bertrand 
Russell, Ravindra Nath Tagore and S. 
Radhakrishnan. Not only those who 
have occupied the coveted office of 
the Prime Minister of India but no 
politician since independence comes 
even close to him in this respect.

Before we proceed 
to study Nehru’s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to Science and 
Technology and 
its impact on the 
socialistic pattern 
of society, an effort 
is made to sum up 
the essence of his 
political and social philosophy 

1. Man has right to choose his one 
destination,

2. State exists to remove all barriers 
which prevent man to seek his 
destination,

3. Individual advancement needs 
institutions,

4. There is no freedom without 
democracy

5. There is no democracy without 
socialism

6. There is no life without law,
7. No right ends without right means
8. And scientific humanism with sense 

of history is the key to balanced 
development.

In his Azad Memorial Lectures 
delivered in 1959 Nehru’s emphasis 
was on;

1. Social ownership over means of 
production

2. Equitable distribution of national 
resources

3. Economic revolution as part of 
social revolution

4. Social order based on social justice
5. Rapidly changing technology to 

accelerate the process of social 

Prof kL kamal
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change.
II

According to Nehru the active 
principle of science is discovery. He 
sees conflict between the normal 
conservatism of a static society and the 
normal revolutionary tendency of the 
scientist’ discovery. This basic conflict 
is at the root of change that effects the 
living conditions in human society. In 
the words of Nehru;

“The history of science shows that it 
does not simply better than the old. 
It sometimes upsets the old. It does 
not merely add new truths to the old 
ones but sometimes the new truth it 
discovers and disintegrates some part 
of the old truths and thereby upsets 
the way of men’s thinking and way of 
their lives. Science, therefore, does not 
merely repeat the old in better ways or 
add to the old but creates something 
that is new to the world and to human 
consciousness.”

‘..Now that we have attained 
independent, there is naturally a 
resurgence of all kinds of new forces, 
both good and bad, good forces are, of 
course liberated by a sense of freedom 
but along with them there are also 
a number of forces which under the 
guise of what people call culture, 
narrow over minds and our out-look. 
These forces are essentially a restriction 
and denial of any real kind of culture. 
Culture is the widening of the mind 
and of the spirit. It is never a narrowing 
of the mind or restriction of the human 
spirit of the country’s spirit.

In his address as President of the 
Lahore session of the Indian National 
Congress, he declared ‘I must frankly 
confess that I am a socialist and a 
republican and am to believer in kings 
and princes or in the order which 
produces the modern kings of industry 
who have greater power over the lives 
and fortunes of men than even kings 
of old, and whose methods are as 

predatory as those of the 
old feudal aristocracy.. 
We must realize that 
the philosophy of 
socialism has gradually 
permeated the entire 
structure of society the 
world over… India will 
have to go that way too 
if she seeks to end her 
poverty and inequality, 
though she may evolve her 
own methods and may 
adopt the ideal to the 
genuine of the 
race.

When in 
p o w e r 
Nehru 
t r i e d 
t o 
p u t 
into 
action what got reflected in the socialist 
trend of his writings in the early and 
middle of 1930s and also later. Within 
less than a year of India independence 
the Indian Parliament passed its first 
Industrial Policy resolution on April 
6, 1948 in which enterprises were put 
in three categories: those reserved 
exclusively for the State, those in which 
State and privately owned units could 
exist and private sector.

In 1950, National Planning 
Commission was established. This 
indicated that a central authority was 
to be the chief agency for economic 
development.

To further crystalise his concept of 
socialist pattern of society Nehru got 
two resolutions passed at the Annual 
Session of the Indian National Congress 
held at Avadi on January 20, 1955. The 
first resolutions tending in the name 
of Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, stated 
that the public sector of the economy 
must play a progressively greater part 
more particularly in establishing the 
basic industries while the private 

sector would continue to 
be important for other 
reasons. This resolution 
envisaged that 
planning should take 

place with a view to 
creating a socialistic 
pattern of society 

where the principal 
means of production 

is progressively speeded 

up and there is equitable distribution 
of wealth. The second resolution 
moved by Nehru, said that in view of 
this declared objective the state would 
necessarily play a vital part in planning 
and development. In particular, it 
will initiate and operate large scale of 
schemes providing services such as 
power, transport etc;

· Have over all control of resources, 
social purposes and trends of 
essential balances in the economy;

· Check and prevent the evils of 
anarchic industrial development 
by the maintenance of strategic 
controls, prevention of private trusts 
and cartels and the maintenance of 
standard of labour and production;

· Plan the economy of the nation in 
its basic and broad aspects

Nehru explained the reason of adopting 
these resolutions to the federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce in a 
speech on March 5, 1955. In his own 
words,

‘It was taken to give an indication 
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of the objective and approach. We 
have to fit India into the nuclear age 
and do it quickly. All the factors that 
have conditioned India have to be 
remembered.

In 1956, Nehru moved second official 
Industrial Policy Resolution which 
declared that the adoption of the 
socialist pattern of society as the 
national objective, as well as the need 
for planned and rapid development 
required that all industries of basic and 
strategic importance or in the nature 
of public utility services, should be 
in the public sector. Other industries 
which are on a scale which only the 
State, in present circumstances, could 
provide have also to be in the public 
sector. The State has, therefore, to 
assume direct responsibility for the 
future development of industries over 
a wider area.

In sum, it may be stated the combination 
of science and technology with the 
concept of planned development with 
a view to achieving socialist pattern 
of society was Nehru’s contribution, 
unique in the context of the Third 
World Societies. What further makes 
it uniquely distinct is the democratic 
edifice on which this structure is to 
be built. In planning, from the very 
beginning, Nehru sought to make the 
process of consultation as wide and 
comprehensive as possible. During his 
years of power each Five Year Plan 
at an early stage was thrown open for 
public debate. This is exactly what 
distinguishes planning in democratic 
regime from planning in a totalitarian 
State. Thus, Nehru’s contribution 
lies in translating into action his 
unflinching faith that planning by 
consent is the only way of managing 
a phased programme of development.

Nehru’s economic philosophy also gets 
reflected in the Directive Principles 
of State Policy. Article 39 of the 
Indian Constitution clearly states that 
the citizen men and women equally 

have the right to adequate means of 
livelihood, that the ownership and 
control of the material resources of 
the community are so distributed as to 
sub-serve the common good, and that 
the operation of the economic system 
does not result in the concentration of 
wealth and means of production to the 
common detriment.

Further Nehru’s commitment 
to socialist pattern of society is 
incorporated in the Second Five Year 
Plan. It has this to say ‘Essentially this 
(That is socialistic pattern of Society) 
means that the basic criterion for 
determing in the lines of advances must 
not be private profit but social gain and 
that the pattern of development and the 
structure of socio-economic relations 
should be as planned that results 
not only in appreciable increases in 
national income and employment but 
also in greater equality in income 
and wealth the benefit of economic 
development must accrue more and 
more to the relatively less privileged 
classes of the society and there should 
be a progressive reduction of the 
concentration of incomes, wealth and 
economic power. The problem is to 
create a milieu in which the small man 
who has so far had the little opportunity 
of perceiving and participating in 
the immense possibilities of growth 
through organized effort is enabled 
to put in his best in the interest of a 
higher standard of life for himself and 
increased prosperity for the country. In 
the process he rises in economic and 
social status.

His commitment to Public Sector 
is reflected in the progressive rise 
in the share of public sector in total 
investment. It raised from 43% in the 
First Plan to 54% in the Second, 61%, 
in the Third and 64% in the Fourth 
Plan.

What India could achieve today 
particularly in the field of science and 
technology is largely due to Nehru’s 

vision and commitment. In the midst of 
many odds, challenges and problems 
of vast magnitude India has made 
rapid strides in the field of science and 
technology.

III

Transforming the traditional feudal 
social order through the instrumentality 
of State, which is a fragile institution in 
the Third World context, is a gigantic 
task. Accelerating the process of 
change in a heterogeneous, multi-
ethnic multi-lingual, hierarchically 
segmented, caste and tradition ridden 
Indian society within the frame-
work of democratic polity under the 
leadership of a committed democrat 
and liberal statesman such as Nehru 
was the stupendous task. Democratic 
politics operates within a set of 
rules, norms, constitutional frame 
work, compulsions, restraints and 
compromises and hence the process 
of social change is erratic, gradual and 
lop-sided.

Political parties which compete for 
power cannot afford to destabilize the 
traditional forces in a given situation. In 
the process politics gets traditionalize 
and regionalized. They tend to upset 
the status-quo only when they are 
assured of a large segment of society 
joining their ranks. The elites whether 
they are political, bureaucratic, landed 
or traditional who control the parties 
and the forces at work oppose any 
move to change the system which has 
given them the positions they occupy 
today. They tend to deter a move for 
structural change. A change that they 
would permit is that of government 
of persons, of parties, but not of the 
ideologies and activities which would 
weaken them. The elites get well 
entrenched in all segments of society 
and well represented in corridors of 
authority, influence and power. Those 
of them who have less power and less 
association with decision-making want 
more of it. To this objective is decision-
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making want more of it. To this objective 
is directed their energy and resources 
and since means are irrelevant they 
may indulge into activities of spurious 
nature. Regionalism and ethnicsation 
of politics, national chauvinism 
and a host of other maladies are the 
resulting symptoms of this. They seem 
to threaten the system but this threat, 
if at all exists, in only marginal. The 
struggle, which on occasions, turns 
also violent is for more power, prestige 
and patronage but all this is within the 
framework of the system whom most 
of them want to preserve and protect.

Nehru was not oblivious of the setting 
and compulsions of democratic polity 
when operated in a society such as 
ours in which many centuries co-
exist, gaps and cleavages at all stages 
are overwhelming. He knew, more 
than anybody else, that translating 
into action the vision, commitment 
and the promises of the freedom 
movement was tremendously difficult 
because of the non-availability of 
the suitable machinery to perform 
the assigned task. The task became 
more challenging because it was to be 
done within the parameters of a frame 
work. The task was social change and 
nation building and the framework 
was parliamentary democracy. Critics 
point out that many roads existed when 
Nehru embarked upon the task of using 
the State apparatus for reconstruction 
of the society in the wake of the 
inauguration of the democratic in 
situations. But for Nehru there existed 
only one road and it was democracy 
which to him was not merely a form 
of government but a value. For Nehru, 
therefore neither the second road 
existed nor an alternative to democracy. 
Within this democratic frame work 
substantial achievements have been 
recorded during his years of power 
such as integration of princely States, 
abolition of Jagirdari and Zamindari 
systems land reforms, putting public 

Sector at the commanding heights of 
the National Economy, introduction 
of the Three-tier Panchyati Raj 
System, planned development within 
democratic frame work, building up 
the Third World force of non-aligned 
countries and above all strengthening 
of democratic institutions in the second 
most populous country of the world 
with wide diversities and unparalleled 
heterogeneity, ‘Parestroika’ and 
Glasnost’ give relief and comfort to 
those social engineers, activists, policy 
makers and administrators who have 
consistently been the ardent supporters 
of Nehru. Since democracy, liberalism, 
pacifism internationalism and 
humanism were values and articles of 
faith for him, he could not go beyond 
them to achieve what otherwise could 
probably be done. But the extent to 
which more could not be achieved may 
be largely due to the in-built limitations 
of the system and the persons entrusted 
with the task of executing the policies. 
This, however, also cannot be denied 
that ‘he was too sensitive and humane to 
be of the stuff of which revolutionaries 
are made and given the choice was 
to improve the system rather than to 
abolish it.’

He was conscious of the fact that the vast 
amorphous Indian masses, with great 
variety in religion, in cultural traditions 
and in ways of living, could only be 
held together through compromises, 
concessions and exceptions in given 
situations. He bridged the gap between 
the generations and was the link 
between nationalism that developed 
in the wake of anti colonial struggle 
and the new post-war resurgence. 
He gave meaning and content to the 
Third World and was the voice of the 
teeming millions the World over who 
not only toiled and suffered but were 
subjugated, humiliated, tortured and 
deprived. v

(The writer is a former VC, Rajasthan 
University, Jaipur)

winning freedom after 1947. The 
former Prime Minister of Nepal, Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, rightly reflected the 
views of distinguished leaders from 20 
countries and 29 political parties who 
participated in the conference when he 
said: “It would not be an exaggeration 
to state that Pandit Nehru was a key 
catalyst to ending colonial regimes all 
over the world. One other point that I 
must make as it is also the one I admire 
the most his leadership in preserving 
democracy in India. As we look around 
the world, we see many nations who 
gained independence and democracy 
after the Second World War, but India 
stands out as a shining example of a 
nation which reinforced and build itself 
upon this great ideal. I truly believe it 
was the path laid by Pandit Nehru and 
his stewardship of it that has made India 
the nation it is now. “ 

Indeed Jawaharlal Nehru was a 
great democrat perhaps the greatest 
democrat of the 20th century. 
According to Dr S Radhakrishnan, who 
was the President of India when Pt. 
Nehru died, “Jawaharlal Nehru was one 
of the greatest figures of our generation, 
an outstanding statesman whose services 
to the cause of human freedom are 
unforgettable. As a fighter for freedom 
he was illustrious, as a maker of modern 
India his services were unparalleled. 
His life and work have had profound 
influence on our mental make-up, social 
structure and intellectual development.”

In the circumstances of today it may 
be appropriate to end this article by 
recalling Jawaharlal Nehru’s own words 
: “Democracy means tolerance, tolerance 
not merely of those who agree with us, 
but of those also who do not agree with 
us.” v

(The writer, an ex Secretary AICC, is 
Member, NCM. The views expressed are 

his personal)

Nehru : the Greatest democrat

continued from page 33
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On the bank of the Ganges, an 
incomparable, excellent and 

brilliant girl takes birth to glorify 
India with her innocent love, self-
respect and pride. The family names 
this girl-child as Indira Priyadarshini 
who later on establishes the pride of 
India all over the world.

Indira, whose birth gives happiness 
to the family but her departure from 
this world makes the whole world 
weep. Indira becoming Indira Gandhi 
becomes immortal by mentioning 
her name in golden letters in the 
history of India.

Patriotism

In her childhood, Indira was not 
fortunate enough to get the love and 
affection of her parents, grandparents, 
and other family-members since 
they were very much occupied with the 
freedom movement and they were jailed 
also time and again as a consequence. So 
Indira as a child had to play with toys 
made by her.

She used to stand gudiyas (dolls of Indian 
girls) against guddas (dolls of English 
soldiers). She addressed the gudiyas to 
march forward and to keep flag of the 
Congress high and don’t be afraid of the 
British army and police.

Taking out foreign clothes from almirah 
and burning them made her happier. She 
used to stand on the roof like Joan of Arc. 
She wanted to be like her so that she could 
free her country. Indira in her childhood 
saw with attention her father Jawaharlal, 
grandfather Motilal, Mahatma Gandhi 
her mother and her aunt addressing 
people to make India independent. It all 
made her very patriotic.

Indira’s application for being a member 

iNComParabLe iNdira
Hazaron Saal Nargis Apni Benoori Pe Roti Hian, 

Badi Mushkil se hota hai chaman me Deedawar Paida

of Swayam Sevak Dal was rejected 
since she was only 12 years old. She 
then formed a “Vaanar Sena” with the 
help of other children of her locality. 
The members of Vaanar Sena used to 
make flags, write addresses on envelops 
and to provide water to protestors. Her 
grandfather Motilal wrote a letter from 
jail on 16th July, 1930, “Indu! What is 
your status in Vaanar Sena? The length 
of tail of every member should be 
according to the seniority of his post. 
The mark of Hanuman on the badge is 
correct and having no club in his hands 
is also correct since the meaning of club 
is violence and we, Congressmen are an 
army of non-violence.”

According to the wishes of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Indu was admitted in Pune’s 
“Pupli’s Own” school. She became the 
Prime Minister of her school’s mock 
Parliament. Indu enhancing her qualities 
to lead India and the world. Indu 
retaining and reserving sentiments of 

nationalism and 
patriotism in 
her heart.

People allege 
d y n a s t i c i s m 
upon Nehru 
family but 
actually they 
are bewildered 
of the talent of 
the members of 
Nehru family. 
On the question of naming his 
successor, Pt. Nehru said, “People 
will elect their leader themselves. I 
can’t even think of supporting an idea 
which professes dynastic leadership. 
Such kind of thinking is entirely non-
democratic and undesirable.”

Neither I prepared nor I helped 
Indiraji to become Congress president. 
Even though she was elected Congress 
president. She was a very good president 
in the opinion of even my opponents.”

“Sometimes, she chose another way or 
she thought differently which proved 
just opposite of my way of thinking. It 
may be just correct. I neither prepared 
nor selected her for the top post of this 
country.”

“We are unanimous on some matters 
but we are just opposite on some others. 
Indira has independent and firm belief.”

Jawaharlal Nehru
Indira Gandhi was appointed in CWC in 
1956 and then she became its president. 
She was the fourth woman president of 
the Congress Party.

After the death of Nehruji, Gulzarilal 
Nanda became the Prime Minister. 
The national executive of the Congress 

Mirza Irshaad 
Baig, ex-MP, 

Secretary, AICC
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appointed Kaamraj Nadar to select 
the successor and on 2nd June, 1964, 
Lal Bahadur Shastri was unanimously 
elected as the Prime Minister though 
there were names of Morarji Desai and 
Nandaji also.

Shastriji wanted to give Indiraji the 
responsibility of Foreign Affairs Minister 
but she politely refused the offer. But 
Shastriji requested her again and she was 
compelled to become a minister. After 
the death of Shastriji, once again these 
was the question of a successor. Once 
again these were the names of Morarji 
Desai, Yashwantrao Charan and Nandaji. 
So the parliamentary committee elected 
its leaders. Indira Gandhi got 355 votes 
while Morarji obtained 169 votes. 
Indiraji became Prime Minister on 22nd 
January, 1966.

The Fascist forces are propagating 
confusion and douobt against the 
democratic system of the Congress in 
the name of dynasty. On becoming the 
Prime Minister, Indiraji said, “I don’t 
think myself a woman, but a person.”

Being a woman in politics is helpful or 
an obstruction? On this question Indiraji 
said, “There is no difference for me being 
a woman. It is not correct for a person 
to think that he belongs to a particular 
caste, dynasty, religion or gender if 
that person is the Prime Minister of a 
country. If the people have elected you 
their leader, it is enough.”

Indiraji with her thinking, skill and 
personality changed the whole scenario 
of the country. She took decisions after 
a lot of thinking and she remained firm 
on her decision. She did what she said 
and she said what she did. A comparison 
of Pandit Nehru once said, “Indiraji is 
way ahead in comparison to her formers 
(Nehru and Shastri) with respect to 
her skill of expression, courage to take 
decisions according to her belief and 
clear and straight-forward approach.”

During her tenure, she took very bold 
and forward looking decisions. She said, 

“Our power lies in our character, our 
commitment and development.”

She was of the opinion that a nation 
can’t be reconstructed by abandoning 
principles or being opportunistic. “There 
is a need of peace, firmness and tough 
decisions to mitigate poverty.” She took 
a strong decision to make any country 

self-reliant and strong. She did fearless 
politics.

Nationalization of Banks, Land Ceiling 
Act, quashing of privy-purse, Green 
revolution, white revolution, power 
production, making India an atomic 
power, empowerment of defence 
forces, space technology, Launch 

of Aryabhattam 
establishing IIT’s and 
IIM’s, conference 
of 104 countries 
under the Aligned 
Movement, arresting 
of more than 90,000 
soldiers of Pakistan, 
making the rise of 
Bangla Desh as an 
independent country 

General body meeting of vichar vibhag held in New delhi

viChar vibhaG
A National General Body Meeting of the Vichar Vibhag, AICC was held on 
18 November, 2015. It was chaired by Dr Girija Vyas in the gracious presence 
of senior leader and the Treasurer of the Congress party, Shri Motilal Vora ji. 
It was attended by the Office Bearers of Vichar Vibhag, AICC and the Office 
Bearers of all state units. 

The Chairperson, Dr Girija Vyas, in her address to the member-participants 
of the GBM, thanked the people of Bihar for having completely rejected the 
ideology of BJP and its approach to divide the people of this country on 
communal lines. It appears that Modi and BJP want to put the clock back to 
medieval ages. She slammed BJP for resorting to inhuman politics of intolerance 
and beef as political weapon to woo the voters. She also highlighted the serious 
failures of NDA led by BJP in each and every front: failure to control the Price 
rise and inflation, failure to honour the promises made during Lok Sabha 
elections, safrronisation of education instead of modernisation of education, 
failure to generate employment. People of this country are really tired and 
fed up with the false promises, jumla talks and total failure to deliver the tall 
promises made during Lok sabha elections. 

Motilal Vora Ji, also addressed the GBM. He congratulated the Congress workers, 
in particular the team of Vichar Vibhag for having worked in various places 
of Bihar. He further asked the Vichar Vibhag team to carry forward the hard 
work done under the guidelines of Dr Girija Vyas ji. He said that Secularism is 

the identity of our 
country, but the 
manner in which 
incidents like Dadri 
and politics of beef 
are being made 
issues of concern to 
secularism. v
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and getting nick name of “Durga” by 
her opponents – these are the proofs of 
Indira Gandhi’s administrative skills.

Social justice is symbol of Indian culture 
which was made meaningful by Indiraji.

Socialism and secularism are the tow 
ideas which can be attributed as Indiaji’s 
contribution for the foundation of this 
country.

By 42nd Amendment of the constitution, 
she added “Socialism” and “Secularism” 
in the preamble of Indian constitution. 
Today, the importance of these two 
words are being experienced.

Indiraji finalized a special package of 
Rs. 1362 crore for Dalits, called Special 
Component Plan; Tribal Sub Plan for 
tribal people and 20-point and 15-point 
programmes for minorities. She said, 
“we have paid a special attention for the 
exploited class and the poor in economic 
development.”

Secularism
Indiraji remarked, “We have adopted 
the policy of secularism. Secularism 
doesn’t mean devoid of any religion but 
to understand every religion as sacred.”

“The constitution gives the right to 
equality to every citizen. It should be 
implemented so that people may get its 
real advantage.”

One of the underlying meanings of 
Congress Mukt Bharat is to make India 
abandon the idea of secularism. There are 
so many events during the last one and 
half year which clearly indicate that there 
is an attempt to take our country towards 
fanaticism. Unfortunately, never before 
our constitution was so badly bruised. 

On 14th November, 1938, Pandit Nehru’s 
last letter in the last series of Discovery 
of India letters – “The struggle which 
is seen throughout the world is not 
between socialism and communism on 
one hand and fascism on the other, but it 
is between democracy and fascism.”

The propagators of the slogan, “Congress 
Mukt Bharat should be aware of the fact 

that all the activities of Indiraji upto her 
death were secular in nature. Secularism 
became her soul. The ultimate aim of her 
government was to make the majority 
of Indian population happier in every 
respect. She understood the meaning 
of Indian nation under the guidance of 
Mahatma Gandhi, Motilal-Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Sardar Patel. What is analyzed 
by the idea of India and Indian culture 
in true sense? Disregarding caste and 
religion, she respected all Indians, and 
became a people’s leader. Her activities 
mention her true character.

Before independence, going jail and 
bearing atrocities of the British rule 
became part and parcel of her life. 
After independence, Mahatma Gandhi 
persuaded her to serve humanity. During 
a communal riot, she fearlessly went 
through the fanatic crowd and saved 
Muslim families. She brought them at 
her home for their security. She did a 
lot of work for women-empowerment. 
During Chinese invasion, she arrived 
at the border to encourage our soldiers. 
These are some distinct features of her 
personality.

Indiraji visited foreign countries in order 
to provide India a global image. She 
made arrangements for the import of 
grains meant for the poor. Some leaders 
of her own party alleged that she was 
very much inclined to America. She 
told unambiguously in the Congress 
Working Committee, “If you don’t like 
my method, remove me and elect your 
new leader.”

To devalue Indian currency was the 
bold step in order to save our country 
from economic crisis. As a result of 
this, export soared and India received 
economic profit.

The Indira government faced many 
challenges like famine like situation 
due to continuous deficient rains 
during Monsoon; economic slowdown; 
inflation; strike, shut down, violent 
agitations by opponents; price-rise; 
gherao of Parliament by Bhartiya 

Jansangh demanding to pass laws to stop 
cow-slaughter. But she was very firm 
while taking decisions like Gandhiji. 
She was also idealistic like Nehruji. She 
accepted assistance from America but 
declined to put her signature on the draft 
of non-proliferation of atomic arms. 
Indira Gandhi wins elections, loses 
elections but in the hearts of Indians, she 
epitomizes India. She was a very popular 
leader in foreign countries. 

When Indiraji visited America, the whole 
country welcomed her and the Time 
magazine wrote, “An administrator with 
self-respect, ability, firm belief, sobriety 
and thoughtful.”

Ms. Johnson, the wife of American 
President, came to visit India and said, 
“If you want to see India, go to its villages; 
read the poems of Rabindra Nath Tagore 
and if you want to know the ultimate 
truth of Indian life, get the teachings of 
someone like Indira Gandhi.”

Indira Gandhi has not only studied 
history but created history also. She 
not only studied geography but created 
geography also. Her personality showed 
us a woman and a statesman.

The dedication of Indira Gandhi is 
unparalleled, incomparable and rare.

A true follower of Mahatma Gandhi. She 
followed him in her whole life and died 
also like him for the unity and integrity 
of the country.

The personality of Indira Gandhi is a 
unique combination of a visionary and a 
creator. On the foundation of democracy, 
her contribution is incomparable and 
unparalleled in making India self-reliant, 
a country with self-respect and pride and 
establishing India as a front-runner in 
the global context. India will be forever 
obliged to Indiraji.
On the end of an era –

Maut usi ki hain,  
jiska jamana kare afshosh,

Yu to sabhi aate hain duniya me  
marne ke liye. v

(Based on the speech delivered at Rajiv 
Gandhi Study Circle, Kota)
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During the last sixty years after independence, it is the 
contribution of the Congress leadership that ensured 

India’s existence as a sovereign country in the world-map. 
The contributions of the Congress party can never be ignored 
especially in the field of economy, defence, democratic values 
and society as a whole.

It is highly surprising that some people are in the habit of 
raising questions regarding the progress of our country under 
the Congress regime. Undoubtedly, they do so due to their petty 
political ambitions. They do forget the fact that the Congress 
inherited an India with forbidding problems and the path ahead 
was not so easy.

Generation after generation, the Congress leadership faced 
those challenges with very optimistic approach and succeeded 
in laying foundation of a very strong country. It is a historical 
fact that whenever there is non-congress government at the 
centre, the country had to face difficult situations. The economy 
took so downturn that the country had to mortgage gold. The 
social fabric began to disintegrate and the destructive forces 
got a chance to destroy the age-old communal harmony. Such 
people talk of nationalism all the time but ultimately harm our 
own country. 

Through a series of articles, the Congress Sandesh team will try 
to put the contributions of the Congress Party in a systematic 
way, so that the readers can give their opponents a befitting 
reply.

With the beginning of the Modern Age, social changes tool place 
all over the world. These social changes had two aspects the 
people-centric form of government and inclusive development 
with industrialization. Without achieving these two goals, the 
assumption of a civilized and development-oriented society can 
never be imagined.

The greatest contribution of the Congress leadership can be 
summarized in establishing a democracy in which everyone 
gets equal rights without any discrimination based upon caste, 
creed, community or religion. It was a daunting task for the 
Congress Party to establish democracy in a country which 
remained under the administration of empires, princely states 
and the British imperialism. The Congress leaders were of the 
opinion that without safeguarding citizen’s rights, the dream of 
socialism can never be fulfilled.

History is full of such examples that wherever a strong economy 
came into existence with the help of industrialization, agriculture 

Congress Sandesh has started a new series about the achievements of the Congress 
Party in building the nation – Editor. 

CoNtributioNS of the CoNGreSS Party 
diffiCuLt to be iGNored

or trade, the labour class always remained at a loss with respect 
to democratic rights. But the Congress leaders readied a blue-
print of a democracy with a political system based on citizen’s 
rights that also ensured common people’s participation in the 
government-formation through their voting-rights. To make 
Indian democracy more vibrant, it was ensured that there 
should not be any infringement of rights or freedom of the 
academicians, journalists, professionals and the labourers.

It has never been an easy task to establish a society based 
upon democratic values especially when three-fourths of the 
population is illiterate and to think of economic development 
under socialistic pattern of political system. But the founders 
of Indian republic and the Congress leaders were visionary 
enough and had political will also that they become successful 
in paying their utmost attention to these two ideals.

Renowned historian Bipan Chandra is of the opinion “Starting 
from 1947, one of the most important legacies of the initial 
endeavours for India’s development was the personal potential 
and ability of its leaders. They were dedicated, visionary and 
idealistic. They enjoyed people’s overwhelming support and 
they have the ability to communicate with the masses. They 
are capable of providing strong leadership by depicting people’s 
desires and wishes in and around national programmes and 
goals. These leaders had tremendous faith in people as well as 
in democratic institutions.”

In 200 years of the British rule, resources of the country was 
so much exploited and drained that India became almost 
bankrupt. The Britishers stopped the path of social reforms 
and development in such a way that the majority of Indian 
population remained poor, illiterate and economically weak. 
India remained far behind from the modern world in every field 
like science, industry, education, infrastructure development, 
agriculture and commerce. The British administration 
exaggerated superstitions, caste-system and communalism in 
Indian society only for its own benefit. They tried their best to 
suppress nationalism which alone was capable of binding the 
people of the country into one.

The educated, the progressive, the social thinkers and the 
intellectuals were of the firm belief that without eliminating 
the foreign-rule the development if India is not possible. The 
intellectuals along with the common people were in need of 
a common platform, a national-level organization which can 
lead people’s movement. In 1885, Indian National Congress 
was established. It provided a platform for national interest. 
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The Congress party with people’s active participation across the 
country succeeded after 60 years of struggle in uprooting the 
British-rule considered as the most attacking, fearsome and the 
strongest at that time.

The Indian National Congress provided a line of leaders to this 
country. Under their leadership, the process of reconstructing 
this country started. The country can never forget these martyrs. 
Father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Dr. Bhim 
Rao Ambedkar and hundreds of congress leaders adopted the 
vision and philosophy for country’s development in every field 
which is adored by the whole world even today. Truly, these 
leaders laid the foundation which proved the base of today’s 
democracy and economy of our country.

It was never been easy to bring a country out of slavery and 
social backwardness and at the same time to put it on the 
path of progress. But the Congress party and its praiseworthy 
leadership succeeded in doing so and as a result of which India 
can now touch new frontiers. 

In 1947, independent India had to face numerous difficult 
challenges. In 1947, India started its long journey to get rid of 
economic backwardness, acute poverty, almost total illiteracy, 
epidemic engulfing more and more people, acute social 
inequality and injustice on account of imperialistic rule. 15th 
August, 1947 was merely a first milestone. Now it was the time to 
eliminate backwardness of centuries and to fulfill the promises 
made during the freedom struggle and above all people’s wishes.

The Congress leaders along with the active participation of 
crores of Indians started the process of making India a strong 
nation with new zeal and confidence. We find its glimpse in 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s message to the nation which is known as 
“Tryst with Destiny.” 

The common agenda set by Jawaharlal Nehru and other 
Congress leaders for the development of the country was based 
on the idea of nationalism, secularism, strong democracy and 
rapid economic development.

But for a new republic, this idea of India was not very easy. India 
had inequality regarding region, language, caste and religion. In 
spite of many movements for social reforms, caste-system and 
untouchability prevailed in Indian society. The unprivileged 
class had not come forward in the mainstream. Women were 
marginalized and the society was patriarchal. Women were 
not given freedom of even to get education and they had no 
right with respect of inheritance or divorce. At the time of 
independence, only 25% men and 8% women were literate.

Agriculture has always been the backbone of Indian economy. 
But the foreign-rulers first interfered in agricultural system and 
then prevented it from developing and modernizing. When 
India got freedom, 70% of total cultivable land was owned by 
landlords (Zamindaars) and they in connivance with money-
lenders and the British rulers took away or rather snatched half 

of the total agri-produce. At the same time, they did nothing for 
improvement of agriculture.

Small farmers and share-crop farmers had not enough money 
to purchase high quality seeds, manures and domestic animals. 
They were ignorant of the modern technology and machinery 
used for agri-production. In 1947, the number of landless 
agriculture labourers was 28% whereas in comparison to 1901, 
agri-production decreased by 14%.

Around this time, revolutionary changes were taking place in 
agriculture all over the world. But Indian farmers were using 
centuries old agri-techniques. India’s vast population was 
dependent on agriculture but there were only 9.5 lakh iron-
ploughs and about 3 crores wooden ploughs. Perhaps no Indian 
farmer was aware of chemical fertilizers. 90% of farmers used 
old and traditional seeds. They were also ignorant of soil-testing 
and there was no source of irrigation in 73% of cultivable land.

There was no arrangement for training of farmers for the 
promotion of agriculture. When India got freedom, there 
were only nine agriculture universities in which only 3,000 
students were enrolled. The data itself reveal that the agri-sector 
was unable to take the burden and responsibility of the vast 
population of India who were dependent on it. This situation 
posed a serious threat for independent India.

The imperialist administration thrust free-trade policy upon 
India and it affected craftsmen, artisans and handicraft-makers 
adversely. The situation worsened because Indian products were 
badly hit by the cheap factory-manufactured goods of England. 
As a result lakhs of craftsmen became unemployed and were 
compelled to become farm-labourers and manual workers. On 
account of this, agriculture-sector was much more burdened.

The British rulers made India a source of raw-materials for 
the industries of England. In 1947, there were a few modern 
industries in India. Indian commerce and industry was limited 
to cotton, jute, tea-garden, sugar, cement and paper. In 20th 
century, iron and steel industry also came into existence but 
30% of industrial labourers were engaged in cotton and jute 
industry and its share in total industrial output was 55%. Before 
freedom, Indian industry’s share in National Income was only 
7.5%.

It wouldn’t be wrong to suggest that India was still in its 
initial phase if industrialization and its development was a 
major challenge before Indian leadership. After three years of 
independence, when the government began to pay attention to 
industries, 90% of machinery had to be imported.

Taking India out of these serious challenges and putting it on the 
path of progress proves undoubtedly the optimistic approach, 
firm belief and commitment of inclusive development of the 
Congress party and its leaders.

The next article of this series will explain the subject in detail 
and will be published in the next issue of Congress Sandesh. v

- Congress Sandesh
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Eighteen months before the Narendra 
Modi government came into power. 

In 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the BJP got 
landslide victory. PM Modi’s slogans 
like-Achche Din Aane waale hain, Sabka 
Saath; SabkaVikas and promises like-
employment generation upto one crore 
jobs every year, bringing black money 
from foreign countries have played a 
vital role for this overwhelming support.

But only after one and half year, the 
common man is losing his patience. 
Hope of people for good education, 
better health facilities, new opportunities 
for employment and thus a respectable 
life has been shattered. Prices of essential 
commodities have sky-rocketted. 
Vegetables and pulses are disappearing 
from common man’s meals one by one. 
The prices of arhar and urad are Rs. 200 
and Rs. 190 per kg respectively. It has 
become impossible for the poor and the 
working class to spend their days even 
with daal-roti. The poor, the labour class 
and the daily-wagers are compelled 
to think that there is some sort of 
conspiracy behind the escalating prices.

There are three main reasons for the 
high prices of pulses (a) a substantial 
difference between production and 
consumption; (b) unnecessary delay 
on the part of the central government 
in importing pulses and (c) some big 
business-houses taking keen interest in 

CommoN maN burdeNed With 
PriCe-riSe: Where are aChChe diN?

the trading of pulses.

India is the biggest producer as well as the 
biggest consumer of pulses in the world. 
About 23 million metric tons of pulses is 
consumed in the country every year in 
which various types 
of pulses like arhar, 
moong (green lentil), 
masoor (lentil), urad, 
chana (gram) are 
included, whereas 
the production is 
pegged at 17 to 19 
million metric tons. 
In 2014-15, 17.4 
million metric tons of 
pulses are produced 
whereas in 2013-14, 
the production was 
19.4 million metric 

tons. It means that there was only 12% 
decline in pulse-production but its prices 
registered a hike of 100%.

The production of pulses in our country 
has remained more or less stable for 
some years. To overcome the deficit, 
pulses are imported mainly from 
Canada, Myanmar, Indonesia and some 
African countries.

The data of the Ministry of Agriculture 
reveal that 3 to 4 million metric tons 
of pulses are imported every year. The 
question is Why this inordinate delay in 
taking decision to import pulses by the 
Modi government especially when there 
is 12% decline in production?

Observing the decline in production 
and dependency on import, the traders 
and businessmen raised its prices. 

PrICeS of PuLSeS
Arhar Rs. 210 per kg

Urad dhuli Rs. 190 per kg

Urad Sabut Rs. 170 per kg 

Urad chilka Rs. 170 per kg

Moong Sabut Rs. 120 per kg

Moong chilka Rs. 120 per kg

Moong dhuli Rs. 120 per kg

Rajma Rs. 80 per kg

Chickpeas Rs. 75 per kg 

Black gram  Rs. 74 per kg

Production and Import of Pulses
(In Million Metric Tons)

 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15
Production 18.3 19.8 17.4

Import 4.0 3.5 4.6

export 0.2 0.2 0.2

Availability for 22.2 23.1 21.7 
Domestic Supply

% of Import for 18.1 15.2  21.1  
Domestic Supply 

(Source- Ministry of Agriculture)
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Even in international market, the price 
of pulses increased since India is the 
biggest importer of pulses. For instance, 
in international market the price of 
masoor increased from Rs. 56 to Rs. 75 
per kg, arhar from Rs. 40 to Rs. 90 per 
kg and urad from Rs. 50 to Rs. 77 per kg 
between October 2014 and August 2015.

It is evident from the data of the Ministry 
of Agriculture that India has to import 3 
to 4 million metric tons of pulses every 
year. Then why is this unnecessary delay 
in taking import-decision? Why are the 
poor exposed to the whims of market? 
Pulses are the main source of protein 
for the majority of our population. It is 
an integral part of Indian meals. But the 
government’s apathy surprises one and 
all.

To keep control over the prices of 
essential commodities is the need of the 
hour. It can be done through sufficient 
supply and taking harsh measures 
against hoarders and black-marketers.

Apart from this, incentives should be 
given for the cultivation of pulses and it 
will also lead to an increase in cultivated 
area. High quality seeds, pesticides, 
better support price and an organized 
market should be ensured so that there 
will be an increase in its production 
and we may be self-reliant in respect of 
pulses.

Apart from pulses, prices of fruits and 

vegetables have also risen 
sharply. During UPA-2, 
when the price of onion 
soared, the BJP leaders 
wearing a string of onions 
showed their opposition. 
Today, the price of onions 
has soared from Rs. 20-
30 to Rs. 70-80 per kg 
but the BJP government 
remains unaffected. Big 
announcements are made 
like onions are being 
imported from Pakistan 
and Afghanistan and its 
price will come down 
within a month but the 

price remains stable at Rs. 60 per kg. 
Tomatoes are also at Rs. 60 per kg. 

Same is true for fruits also. Most of the 
seasonal fruits are between Rs 50 and Rs 
100 per kg. The poor only takes courage 
to buy fruits only after doctor’s advice. 
This is the reality. This is the harsh truth.

It seems that the Modi government 
failed totally on the price-rise front. The 
soaring prices of essential commodities 
has a direct bearing on meals of the poor.

Though the Modi government made 
big announcements and promises, 
but it seems that the government has 
become directionless. Our PM is busy in 
programmes like “Skill India”, “Make in 
India” and inviting FDI. He will certainly 
make a record of foreign tours. If he 
manages some time, he discusses issues of 
Indian economy with the representatives 
of corporate India. In such a situation, 
who will pay attention to the problems of 
the poor, the labour class and the daily-
wagers?
But the Modi government should not 
forget the fact that if the basic problems 
of the poor, the backwards and the have-
nots are not resolved, the BJP has to face 
defeats in the coming assembly elections 
(West Bengal, Punjab, Kerala, Assam) 
just like Delhi and Bihar elections. v

- Congress Sandesh

 Prices of vegetables Prices of fruits
 (In Rs Per Kg) (In Rs Per Kg)

 Onion 60 Sweet Lemon 40    

 Potato 20 Apple (Kinoor) 150

 Tomato 60 Apple (Kashmir) 100

 Cauliflower 30 Papaya 50

 Brinjal 40 Banana 50

 Green Chillies 100 Pomegranate 110

 Lady’s Finger 40 Guava 50 

 Beans 40 Pineapple 40 

 Dhania 100

you all do this. But we have to 
propagate the ideology and principles 
of the Congress Party and the Youth 
Congress and NSUI can carry out 
this responsibility excellently. So this 
responsibility is upon you. 

Senior leaders of the Congress Party 
are sitting here. The Congress Party 
has won elections in Bihar. The leaders 
of the Congress Party have won in 
Bihar. The former Prime Minister 
is present here. His contribution is 
also there in this victory. They are a 
treasure of knowledge and experience. 
You have passion and enthusiasm. 
My responsibility is to unite this 
enthusiasm with experience.

Just now, you showed me a documentary 
based on Indira Gandhi. When I was 
very young, I have observed these RSS 
and BJP people continuously attacking 
on my grandmother, my father and my 
mother who is sitting here. They never 
stopped this mud-slinging. I want to 
explain one thing. Modiji is the Prime 
Minister of our country. Different 
allegations are made against me. There is 
not a little bit of truth in these allegations. 
Modiji, it is your government. Investigate 
against me through your agencies and 
if you find anything after six months, 
arrest me. You are not in the opposition 
that you malign me and my family-
members through your cronies. Now 
you are in the government. Show your 
56-inch chest and direct the agencies 
to investigate against me and arrest me. 
I have not a little bit of fear of these 
things. I will not backtrack. I will fight 
for Hindustan. I will fight for the poor, 
farmers and labourers. You are in the 
habit of telling lies to the people of this 
country. I will expose your lies one after 
another. Thanks. v

IyC Speech of Congress  
vice-President Shri rahul Gandhi

continued from page 20
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party workers took an Oath to protect 
non-violence. On this occasion Shri 
Kamana recalled the great achievements 
of Smt. Indira Gandhi and said till date 
many scholars rank Smt. Indira Gandhi Ji 
as the best Prime Minister of the Country. 
She served the country as Prime Minister 
for 16 years and sacrificed her life for the 
development of the country.

Shri Kamana expressed Smt. Indira 
Gandhi as a visionary leader of our 
country, the decisions taken by her on 
Nationalization of Banks, Insurance, 
mobilized the people towards savings. 
This increased the Gross Domestic Savings 
in the country. With these initiatives 
Government has successfully tackled 
the issues of poverty and unemployment 
at that point of time. The greatest 
contribution towards these initiatives 
is the mobilization of Gross Domestic 
Savings that reduced the dependence on 
deficit finance and external aid. She had 
given utmost importance to the sectors 
like Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Social welfare. With this the primary 
and secondary sectors were strengthened 
during her period.

CHANDIGARH
Chhabra asks to follow Valmiki’s 

teachings
Chandigarh: Chandigarh  Congress 
President Shri Pardeep Chhbara said 
on 27th October, 2015 that the teachings 
of Maharishi Balmiki has become more 
relevant at the time when the nation is 
witnessing incidents of intolerance and 
many such challenges.  

Shri Chhabra was speaking at the 
function held at the PGI Valmiki Mandir 

historic Charminar and commenced 
his Sadbhavana Yatra in twin cities of 
Hyderabad and Secunderabad on this 
day in the year 1990.

Sadbhavana Award was presented to 
Shri Ghulan Nabi Azad, MP, and Leader 
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha. Shri 
Digvijaya Singh ji was the Chief Guest, 
Shri N. Uttam Kumar Reddy, President; 
TPCC hoisted the Party flag where Rajivji 
hoisted the Party flag in the year 1990.

Shri R.C. Khuntia, Secretary AICC, Shri 
S. Jaipal Reddy, Former Union Minister, 
Shri K. Jana Reddy, Leader of Opposition 
in Assembly, Shri Mohammad Ali Shabbir, 
Leader of Opposition in Legislative 
Council, Parliament Members Rapolu 
Ananda Bhasker, Shri V. Hanumanth Rao, 
Shri G. Sukhender Reddy, and several 
former ministers, Legislators and senior 
leaders attended the program.

Shri G. Niranjan, Chairman, Rajiv Gandhi 
Sadbhavana Yatra Commemoration 
Committee presided the program.

The Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Yatra 
Commemoration Committee has been 
organizing programs every year on this 
day  for the last 25 years and presenting 
SADBHAVANA   AWARD to   eminent 
personalities to promote the ideals of 
Late Sri Rajivji.

Tributes paid to Indiraji
Mandapeta: Ex-Prime Minister Smt. 
Indira Gandhi Ji’s 31stdeath anniversary 
was observed under the leadership of Shri 
Kamana Prabhakara Rao, Mandapeta 
Constituency In-Charge and A.P.C.C 
Secretary in the Congress Party Office as 
the silence for our great leader and then 
marched in a rally towards the Indira 
Gandhi Statue along with the supporters 
and party workers. Shri Kamana and the 

ANDAMAN AND 
NICOBAR ISLANDS

Problems of Nancowry tribals
Port Blair: The PCC President Shri 
Kuldeep Rai Sharma has on 27th October, 
2015 requested the Lt Governor to 
consider redressing some genuine 
problems of tribe of Nancowry group 
of islands. In his letter he has stated 
that since last one month there is no 
speed boat as the boat which was plying 
from Kamorta to Katchal Teressa and 
Chowra has been brought to Port Blair 
and this has brought total disorder in 
the transportation system  of men and 
materials of the tribal of Nancowry group 
of Islands. Shri Kuldeep has further 
stated that many tribal of Nancowry 
group of islands have not yet received 
LPG subsidy as yet and there is no Lady 
Doctor available in the PHC of Kamorta 
Island. Shri Kuldeep hoped, Lt Governor’s 
personal attention may solve all these 
problems.

ANDHRA PRADESH
Silver Jubilee of  

Sadbhavana Yatra
hyderabad: The Silver Jubilee of the Rajiv 
Gandhi Sadbhavana Yatra was celebrated 
by Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Yatra 
Commemoration Committee at historic 
Charminar on Monday, 19th Oct 2015.

Our beloved leader Late Sri Rajiv Ji 
hoisted the Congress Party Flag at 

STATESWATCH
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on the occasion of Pargat  Diwas of 
Maharishi Balmiki.

Shri Chhbara also hoisted the flag on the 
occasion.   

Shri Chhabra appealed to the people to 
follow the path and teachings of Bhagwan 
Valmiki who stood  for humanity and 
the brotherhood amongst all. “By creating 
an epic like the Ramayana, Maharshi 
Valmiki gave a lesson in values like 
sacrifice, compassion and humanism to 
the society which inspire us to render 
our service to the deprived sections. 
We should resolve to imbibe Maharshi 
Valmiki’s spirit of magnanimity in our 
lives. This will be real tribute to him.” 
said Chhabra.

Campaign against stopping of 
ration

Chandigarh: Chandigarh Congress has 
intensified the campaign against the 
decision of the BJP Government for 
stopping distribution of the food ration 
under the public distribution system in 
the city and also against price rise.

Congress held signature campaign 
(Hast a kshar  Ma ha  Abhiyan)  at 
Daddumajra sector 38 on 1st November, 
2015 and public rally at the Dhanas.

In continuation of its drive against the 
decision of the BJP Government to stop 
distribution of the food ration under the 
public distribution system in the city, 
the Congress has been holding series of 
signature campaigns all over the city.

Pardeep Chhabra, president Chandigarh 
Congress, strongly attacked the BJP 
Government for making the life miserable 
of the residents.

“The decision to stop the ration will 
deprive the residents of the ration which 
they were getting earlier. It’s a cruel joke 
to transfer just Rs. 95 per member in the 
account while the price of the pulses have 
crossed Rs. 200 per kg. They will not be 
able to arrange food for the amount which 
the Government has decided to transfer 
in their account directly,” he added.

Residents of the area thronged to express 
their anger against the decision. Women 
were more vocal against the decision and 
raised their anger against the decision.

Chhabra announced that the Congress 
will start major agitation after the Diwali 
against the price rise.

The public gathered in the campaign 
not only supported the cause but vowed 
to fight in the street with the Congress 
to force the BJP Government to revert 
the decision. Chhabra said that the 
BJP Government has buried the food 
security act of UPA Government which 
aimed to give guarantee of the food to 
all. Chhabra said that the huge response 
was the indication that there was lot of 
resentment against the decision.

CHHATTISGARH 
Pre-planned conspiracy

raipur: Former chief minister Ajit Jogi 
said on 4th October, 2015 that the murder 
of Mohammad Akhlaq was a pre-planned 
conspiracy by raising the issue of beef.

He said that this was referred as an 
accident by the Union Cultural Minister 
showed the low thinking of the BJP 
minister. Shri Jogi said that the BJP 
workers were trying to terrorize the 
people by spreading rumor by shouting 
on the loud speaker of the temple which 
excited the people of one community to 
rise against another.

Shri Jogi said that he strongly condemns 
this incident and cultural minister 
Mahesh Sharma should immediately 

resign for uttering such irresponsible 
statement.

Shri Jogi said that it was surprising that 
despite this horrific incident, the prime 
minister did not speak about it. He said 
such communal incidents have increased 
after the coming of BJP into power and 
this is a treat to our unity and integrity.

‘Akrosh Rally’
raipur: Rising against the outsourcing 
policy of the BJP government in 
Chhattisgarh, the Pradesh Youth 
Congress took out the ‘Akrosh Rally’ 
here on 27 October, 2015.

Addressing the rally, Shri Amit Jogi, 
MLA, was critical against the BJP 
government of the state alongwith 
National Youth Congress president Raja 
Brar and all the office-bearers of the 
Pradesh Youth Congress accused the BJP 

government of increasing unemployment 
and said that outsourcing was increasing 
unemployment in the state.

Shri Amit Jogi said that the anger in the 
youth was not only against outsourcing 
but also against the wrong policies of the 
government. This anger of the youth will 
one day topple this government for its 
wrong policies.

Shri Amit Jogi warned the BJP government 
of the state and said that with the survey 
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conducted against outsourcing, it was 
found in the state that lakhs of engineers, 
post graduates and graduates were on 
the roads for want of employment. The 
youth wants a change and a gusty wind 
is blowing in favour of the youth before it 
takes the shape of a storm and if this does 
not happen then we shall compel this BJP 
government to take action. 

DELHI
DPCC holds Dharnas and burn 
double-headed effigies of Modi 

and Kejriwal
New Delhi: The Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee, under the leadership of 
its president Shri Ajay Maken, on 
23rd October, 2015 held dharnas and 
burnt double-headed effigies, in all 70 
constituencies symbolically depicting 
Modi and Kejriwala day after “Ravan 
Dahan”, to protest against the back-
breaking rise in the prices of essential 
commodities like pulses, vegetables etc. 
DPCC president Shri Ajay Maken himself 
participated in the dharnas and burning 
of effigies at various Assembly segments, 
including Shastri Nagar Metro Station, 
Sadar Police Station Road, Vikas Marg at 
Laxmi Nagar and Main Market, Gandhi 
Nagar. 

Besides Shri Ajay Maken, prominent 
others who participated in the dharnas 
and burning of effigies at various 

Assembly constituencies were AICC In-
charge of Delhi Shri P.C. Chacko, ex-MPs, 
former Delhi Ministers and ex-MLAs. 
They were ex-MPs Shri Sajjan Kumar, Shri 
Jai Prakash Agarwal, Shri Ramesh Kumar, 
Shri Mahabal Mishra, former DPCC 
president Shri Arvinder Singh Lovely, 
Shri Haroon Yusuf, Dr. A.K. Walia, Dr. 
Yoganand Shastri, Dr. Narendra Nath, 
Dr. Kiran Walia, chief spokesperson Smt. 
Sharmistha Mukherjee, Shri Rajesh Jain, 
Prerna Singh, Mohd Usman, Satveer 
Sharma, Tarun Kumar and Chattar Singh.

Shri Ajay Maken said Congress workers 
came out on the streets to hold dharnas 
and burn the double-headed effigies of 
Modi and Kejriwal to express their ire 
and anger as the common people have 
been burdened by the soaring prices of 
essential commodities, which have made 
the lives of the people unbearable.

Addressing the Congress workers, 
Shri Ajay Maken said the purpose of 
burning the double-headed effigies 
depicting Modi and Kejriwal, was to 
expose the failure of the BJP-led Central 
Government and the Kejriwal-led Aam 
Aadmi Party Government to check 
rising prices of essential commodities, as 
both were busy clashing on petty issues 
instead of addressing serious matters like 
price rise, which has a direct bearing on 
the household expenses of the common 
people. He said Modi and Kejriwal were 
two sides of the same coin, and both have 
betrayed the trust and confidence of the 
people, who voted them to power.

Youth Congress hold Massive 
Protest over Union Minister V.K. 

Singh’s ‘Dog’ remark
New Delhi: Youth Congress activists held 
massive protest on 25th October, 2015 
against Union Minster V.K. Singh over his 
statement on Dalit kids killing in Haryana 
and demanded immediate removal of the 
Minister from the Union Cabinet.

Scores of Youth Congress activists 
marched towards BJP Headquarter 
in New Delhi raising slogans against 
Union Minister V.K. Singh and Modi 

Government. IYC activists also burnt 
the effigy of Union Minister General V.K. 
Singh (Retd.).

Protest led by IYC Delhi State Youth 
Congress President Amit Malik from 
5, Raisina Road (IYC Office) headed 
towards BJP Headquarter in New Delhi 
amidst heavy police deployment.

Youth Congress termed V.K. Singh’s 
statement on Dalit killing shameful and 
asked Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to sack Minister of State for External 
Affairs for his controversial ‘Dog’ remark 
on Dalits kids who were burnt alive in 
Sunpedh village of Haryana.

“After making controversial statements 
on Dalits, Union Minister V.K. Singh still 
enjoys the Cabinet berth and backing 
of the top BJP leaders, this shows the 
endorsement of his ‘Dog’ remark on 
Dalits by the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP President Amit Shah,” said, 
Youth Congress President Amarinder 
Singh Raja.

“It is shameful that the Minister like 
V.K. Singh still holds a Cabinet berth. 
His remarks on Dalit kids killing are 
not only against Dalits of this country 
but it is against the humanity also. PM 
must act against V.K. Singh and sack 
him from his Cabinet immediately,” said 
Youth Congress President Amarinder 
Singh Raja.
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“BJP leaders are using derogatory 
statements at frequent intervals and 
saying sorry when situations appeared to 
be going out of hand. It only shows that 
the BJP as a whole is anti-dalit. They don’t 
believe in this pluralistic society.”

IYC will launch a country wide agitation 
if Prime Minister Narendra Modi does 
not sack Minister of State for External 
Affairs V.K. Singh.

HARYANA
Tributes paid to  

Bhagwan Balmiki
Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 
C ommittee  celebrated the  bir th 
anniversary of Bhagwan Balmiki on 27 
October, 2015 and paid tributes.

The function was held at Civil Lines 
and was attended by West Bengal PCC 
member Shri Aarji Hari who is also 
the All-India Balmiki Vikas Manch 
president, Balmiki Society Head Daryav 
Singh, District Congress Legal cell and 
Human-right cell general secretary Amrit 
Lal Balmiki, former Panchayat Member 
Hukam Singh and Haryana Pradesh 
general secretary Khazan Singh.

Shri Khazan Singh said that Bhagwan 
Balmiki by writing the Story of Rama 
in Ramayan has made him known 
throughout the world, who is also known 
as the incarnation of Lord Vishnu. The life 
of Balmikiji is full of inspiration.

On this occasion, Shri Khazan Singh 
has demanded the Haryana government 
to make all the temporary staff of the 
Balmiki Society and the Safai Karamcharis 
permanent and they should be given a 
salary of Rs 15000 per month.

Protest March against  
Khattar Government

rewari: Haryana Mahila Congress 
marched in protest to Shastri Chowk and 
burnt the effigy of Haryana government 
for its failure to fulfill the election 
promises.

The Mahila Congress marched form 
Capt. Ajay Singh Yadav’s house to reach 
Shastri Chowk and burnt the effigy of the 
Haryana government. Mahila Congress 
spokesperson Vandana Popli said that 
though the BJP government in the state 
may be celebrating its one year in office, 
but the position in the state was apposite 
to the claims being made by the Khattar 
government.

Mahila Congress general secretary 
Vandana Popli said that the people of the 
state are in anger and cursing the Khattar 
government which has done nothing 
but making tall claims. The Haryana 
government had made many promises in 
the manifesto like pay parity to teachers 
with Punjab, free laptop to students, 
employment to youth, to make people 
permanent in jobs, to start beneficial 
schemes for dalits.

 Others present in the protest march were 
Saroj Bhardwaj, District president Kanta 
Pradhan, Anju Yadav, Sarita Sekhawat, 
Block president Nahad Amritkala, Tikania 
Ramgiri, Harilal, Ajit Tofad, Master Ved 
Prakash, Praveen Chaudhary, Ashok 
Pradhan, Naresh Yadav, Headmaster 
D. Sharma and Sarpanch Samay Singh 
Yashbir with Krishna Kamal.

tributes paid to  
Indiraji, Sardar Patel

rewari: District Congress Committee 
paid tributes to former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi on her martyrdom day 

and Iron Man Sardar Patel on his birth 
anniversary here on 31st October, 2015.

Haryana Pradesh Congress Secretary 
Shri Jawaharlal Sachdeva paid tributes to 
the great leaders, also spoke about their 
life-history.

Others who paid tributes were Capt. 
Ajay Singh, Smt. Shanti Devi, HPCC 
General Secretary Chaudhary Hiralal, 
Shri Jawaharlal Sachdeva, Bharat Tongod, 
Daulat Ram Prajapat, Devkinandan 
Pradhan, Kanta Chavania, Ramgiri, 
Prakash Rawat, Headmaster Mahender 
Singh, with others.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Tributes paid to Dr. Ambedkar, 

Convention Held
Shimla: Pradesh Congress paid tributes 
to Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar on his 125th 
birthday at the Congress Bhawan here 
on 29th October, 2015. On the occasion 
Pradesh Congress Scheduled Caste 
Department organized a state-level one-
day convention.

The convention was presided over by 
Himachal Pradesh Congress Committee 
president, Thakur Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu and AICC Scheduled Caste 
Department Chairman K. Raju and 
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister, Shri 
Virbhadra Singh were the chief guests. 
Around 500 representatives from Blocks, 
Districts and the State participated in this 
convention.

Prominently present were AICC Secretary 
and co-incharge of Himachal, Shri Raja 
Rampal Singh, Kumari Sheilja, MP, 
Irrigation and Public Health Minister, 
Vidya Stakes and other important office-
bearers.
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Shri Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu said that 
the indicator that pronounce our caste, 
like Dalits and Scheduled Caste should 
be dropped in the usage in the society 
and instead backward class should be 
used. He said that even the lifestyle of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Ambedkar 
teaches us that.

The convention was also addressed by 
AICC Scheduled Caste Department 
Chairman, Shri K. Raju and Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister, Shri Virbhadra 
Singh.

Sewadal workers build road
Solan: Congress Sewadal workers joined 
together to build roads in a ward in 
Solan district almost after 20 to 22 years, 
according to state organizing secretary, 
Hari Mohan Sharma on 6th October, 2015.

The demand for roads was referred to 
the chief minister and the Social Justice 
minister Dr. Col. Dhaniram Shandil 
by Shri Hari Mohan Sharma. There are 
around 5140 voters in this ward who are 
now happy with the new roads for which 
the minister is grateful to the Sewadal 
workers who contributed their labour in 
making this road.

Former MLA Krishna Mohini, Hari 
Mohan Sharma, treasurer Sushi l 
Chaudhary, councilor Rajiv Koda, 
district president Rahul Thakur, Block 
president Baldev Thakur, City Congress 
president Jatin Sahini with others have 
set an example by doing this work of 

development.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
BJP-PDP exploiting people to 

serve their vested interests
Srinagar: JKPCC Chief G.A. Mir, urging 
all secular forces in the Country and 
State to defeat the designs of anti peace 
forces vitiating atmosphere of amity and 
Communal Harmony to get benefitted, 
appealed people in all the three regions 
not to allow any group or force to prevail 
upon and harm the secular fabric of the 
State.

JK PCC has taken an initiative to 
observe Communal Harmony Day 
in every  District  across the State 
appealing people to maintain communal 
harmony,  an age old tradition of 
brotherhood, as the Party (Congress) 
is committed to its stated position of 
maintaining integrity and Communal 
Harmony of the State and the Country.

PCC Chief was addressing Party Workers 
at Khanabal Anantnag on 1st November, 
2015 expressing serious concern over 
the future of people and the State. PCC 
Chief accused Coalition Govt. of PDP-
BJP for bringing the state at the verge of 
disintegration due to their wrong and anti 
people policies.

Blaming BJP-PDP for failing to contain 
forces harming Secular fabric in the State, 
PCC Chief castigated BJP for indulging 
in politics of exploitation for the sake of 
getting benefitted politically and its ally 
PDP which has let down the people in all 
respects has betrayed people for the sake 
of coming into power in the State, he said.

PCC Chief said that from the day BJP 
assumed power at Centre and PDP- BJP 
Coalition in the state, people of the 
country and State have started feeling 
insecure and helpless, for the fact, both 
the parties have not been able to give 
good governance as was claimed by them 
and have miserably failed to ensure safety 
of common people, he said.

Hitting out both PDP and BJP for misrule 
and wrong polices, PCC Chief said both 

Coalition partners are exploiting people 
in the name of so called development 
agenda and ACHEY DIN of Narender 
Modi, but the fact remains that both the 
coalition partners has brought the state at 
the verge of disintegration to serve their 
vested interests, PCC Chief blamed.

Describing Congress Party as the only 
unifying force in the Country and State, 
PCC Chief said that Congress Party 
represents aspirations of the people and 
has always worked as a bridge between 
the communities. He assured the people 
that it (Congress) won’t allow any

force or factor to exploit people and is 
capable of giving befitting reply to them.

Terming Congress Party as an instrument 
of service to the people, PCC Chief 
said that Congress Party has   always 
strengthened people and would continue 
do so.

He said Congress Party would continue 
to fight against forces communalizing the 
situation aiming to disintegrate the State.

On this occasion G.A. Mir urged all 
secular forces  in the State and Country 
to get united and defeat the forces and 
factors harming communal harmony in 
the state and Country.

Cautioning the people of the State about 
the politics of exploitation by both PDP 
and BJP, PCC Chief appealed people to 
maintain age old tradition of brotherhood 
and amity, as that will only lead them to 
path of development and progress. 

Speaking on the occasion Former PCC 
President Peerzada Mohd. Syed told the 
gathering that Congress which is in the 
service of people since 130 years has 
taken full care of aspirations of people of 
every community, never compromised 
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on its committed position of maintaining 
Communal harmony and integrity of the 
Nation.

Peerzada while cautioning the people 
about the negative   politics of BJP and 
PDP in the State, appealed them to 
remain vigilant and defeat BJP- PDP 
attempting to create regional imbalance 
to serve their vested interests.

On this occasion Congress Leaders and 
workers led by PCC Chief G. A. Mir 
took out a protest rally protesting against 
forces vitiating atmosphere of peace and 
harming Communal Harmony in the 
State, but the protest march was foiled by 
police near Khanabal Chowk.

Those who addressed the gathering 
included MLA Gulzar Ahmad Wani, 
MLA Mohd Amin Bhat,  General 
Secretaries Hilal Ahmad Shah, Surinder 
Singh Channi, District President Kulgam 
Anayatullah Rather, Mohd Abdullah 
Nadaf, Shaheena Nadaf, Mohd Iqbal Mir, 
Mushtaq Pahalgami, Ali Mohd. Mantoo, 
Gulam Mohd. Mir, Sajad Ahmad Sheikh, 
Aijaz Mehar, Block

Presidents, Youth Congress Leaders and 
others.

Mahila Congress activists hold 
protest outside UNO office

Jammu: The activists of Mahila Congress 
Committee on 28th October, 2015 held 
strong protest demonstration outside the 
United Nations Organization’s (UNO) 
office here, against the un-provoked 
firing by Pakistan troops on the Indian 
civilians in border belt of Jammu, Samba 
and Kathua.

A large number of Congress activists of 
the women wing led by Pradesh Mahila 
Congress President, Indu Pawar (Ex-
MLA) reached the office of UNO at Sainik 
Colony near Kunjwani-Nagrota Bypass 
Road and started protest demonstration. 
They were carrying banners and placards 
in hands projecting their demands.

The Congress women activists were 
raising loud slogans in support of their 
demands. They raised slogans against 

Pakistan and its Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharief and Pak Army. They burnt the 
effigy of Pakistan and its leadership. They 
also submitted a memorandum to the UN 
Staff in this regard.

While addressing the gathering, Indu 
Pawar expressed serious concern over 
the loss of life and property in Pakistani 
firing. She said that due to ceasefire 
violations, the border villagers have been 
terrorized and are facing lot of hardship. 
She alleged that Central Government led 
by Narendra Modi has failed to tackle 
the situation and restore normalcy along 
the border.

The Congress leader said that BJP led 
Government had assured to rehabilitate 
border villagers at safer places and 
also offer 5 marla plots to them but 
nothing happened. She demanded relief/
compensation to the firing victims.

Prominent among those present on 
the occasion included Santosh Sharma, 
Prabha Slathia, Suman Choudhary, 

Vandana, Reeta, Suman Lata, Ashu 
Mehra, Sunita Rajput, Sushma Choudhary 
and others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Effigy burnt in protest

Gwalior: The City Congress, led by its 
President, Dr. Darshan Singh burnt the 
effigy of the Modi government against 
the discontinuance of airlines service 

between Mumbai and Gwalior here on 
24th October, 2015.

The function was held at Thathipura 
crossing which was conducted by 
organizing Secretary Bhim Singh Yadav 
and General Secretary Latif Khan Mallu.

Dr. Darshan Singh said that Late 
Shri Madhavrao Scindia, when he 
was the Union Minister, made all-
round development and the process of 
development was further continued by 
his son and Union Minister in the UPA 
Government, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia. 
But ever since the Modi Government has 
come in the centre, all the progress has 
stopped here. Many airlines have been 
closed, stoppage of many trains have been 

discontinued, old-age pension has been 
stopped, many projects have been closed 
down and the ration cards also has been 
stopped.

Tributes paid to 
 Gandhiji, Shastriji

Jabalpur: City Congress Committee paid 
tributes to father of the nation Mahatma 
Gandhi and former Prime Minister 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri on their birth 
anniversaries here at the Town Hall on 
2nd October, 2015.

The Congressmen paid tributes by 
garlanding the statue of Gandhiji at the 
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Town Hall premises and the photo of 
Shastriji. 

A seminar was also organized on the 
occasion and an ‘Akrosh Rally’ was also 
organized against the insult of the great 
Indian leaders on the social media by the 
BJP and a memorandum addressed to 
the president was given to the Collector.

The speakers in the seminar were 
former Mayor N.P. Dubey, Dinesh 
Yadav, Pradesh vice-president Lakhan 
Ghanghoria, madan Tiwari, former 
minister Kaushaliya Gontia, Jhallala Jain, 

kailash Tiwari, Rajesh Sonekar, Sachin 
Yadav, Ramdas Yadav, Smt. Sangeeta 
Singh, Indira Pathak Tiwari, Rajendra 
Ratan Jain, Anurag Ganwal, Ashok 
Burman, Majoj Namdev, Balwinder Maan 
Kaur. They said that because of the work, 
their guidance and struggle by great 
leaders like Gandhiji and Shastriji India 
has its prominent place in the world.

PUDUCHERY
Liberation Day held

Pondicherry: Puduchery’s liberation 
day celebrations was held on 1st 
November, 2015 at our Puducherry 
Congress Party Head Office. The event 
was presided by Shri A. Namassivayam, 
President Puducherry Pradesh Congress 
Committee and in the presence of Former 
Chief Minister, Shri Vaithilingam, MLA.

In the function Indian National Congress 
Flag and our Indian National Flag were 
hoisted by Shri Namassivayam and Shri 
Vathilingam. Freedom fighters who 
fought for liberation of Puducherry were 
honoured.

Puducherry PCC President Shri A. 
Namassivayam, called our party members 
and public to get ready to fight against 
both Central BJP and State N. Rangasamy 
Government.

Sweets were distributed and Puducherry 
PCC distributed ayurvedic medicine for 
1000 people to prevent DENGU Fever.

Shri Namassivayam said that the 
awareness Camp and distribution of 
the medicine all over the State will be 
initiated soon. At the same time he 
requested the party members and Office 
Bearers to contribute fund as much as 
possible to AICC.

PUNJAB
Bajwa demands responsibility 

for police firing in Behbal Kalan 
be fixed

Chandigarh: The Congress President 
Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, on 16th October, 
2015 while welcoming the decision 
to withdraw cases against the Sikh 
protesters,  asked the Deputy Chief 
Minister Shri Sukhbir Singh Badal  to 
fix responsibility for unprovoked police 
firing in Behbal Kalan village resulting 
in the death of two persons on the spot.

He said the action of the police against 
the peaceful protesters from Kotkapura 
to Behbal Kalan was not only inhuman 
but also barbaric  for which Sukhbir, as 
the Home Minister, must own the moral 
responsibility and quit.

He said the flip flop of first registering 
cases against hundreds of innocent 
people and then withdrawing the same 
clearly shows that he was not in command 
or he had developed strong differences 
with the Director General of Police Shri 

Sumedh Singh Saini.

He said it must be told as to who ordered 
the police to open fire as it is too well 
known in the state that    even a theft 
complaint can’t be registered in the police 
station without a nod from the local Akali 
leaders.

Ravnit Singh Bittu jailed for 
farmers’ protest

Bhatinda: Shri Harish Chaudhary, 
Secretary AICC and Incharge Punjab 
Affairs alongwith S. Deepinder Singh 
Hooda, MP and Chairman Social Media 
cell AICC on 19th October, 2015 met S. 
Ravnit Singh Bittu MP from Ludhiana in 
the Bhatinda Jail. S Ravnit Singh Bittu is 
currently in the judicial custody till 31st 
October 2015, in two cases registered 
against him at a police station in Bhatinda 
during the protest for the farmers of 
Punjab.

Shri Chaudhary has conveyed his party 
Vice president Shri Rahul Gandhi’s 
feelings to Bittu that in this hour the 
party stands beside the young leader for 
taking this bold initiative for the cause 

of farmers. He further conveyed that the 
situation in Punjab is not good that’s why 
the party Vice President and the senior 
leaders have appealed to Bittu to get his 
bail done and work for the betterment 
of the state from outside. The present 
situation needs him more in the field. We 
hope he gets bail soon and work to restore 
peace and harmony in the state.

Shri Deepinder Hooda MP and chief 
Whip of the party in Parliament said that 
S. Bittu has taken up the cause of farmers 
of Punjab who are in a very bad shape 
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due to anti farmer policies of the Modi 
and Badal Government. He said that now 
in the coming Parliament session, the 
notice will be given by the entire Congress 
party MP’s in the House to enable S. 
Ravnit Singh Bittu to take up this cause 
of farmers in the House.

RAJASTHAN
Tributes paid to  

Mahatma, Shastriji
Pali: District Congress paid tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi and former Prime 
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri on their 
birth anniversaries here on 2nd October, 
2015.

District president, Ajiz Dard garlanded 
the statue of Mahatmaji at Gandhi 
circle and the statue of Shashtriji at the 
Municipal garden.

Present on the occasion were District 
and Sewadal president Mohan Hatela, 
general secretary Sukarlai, Peraram 
Patel, Block president, Prakash Sankhala, 
secretary Amin Ali Rangrez, leader of the 
opposition BhanwarRai, deputy leader 
Jannat Khokhar, former treasurer, Madan 
Singh Jagarwal, Sharmila Rajprohit, City 
Sewadal president Bheraram Gurjar, 
Panchayat member Gordhan.

Tributes paid to  
Indiraji, Sardar Patel

Pali: Congressmen paid tributes to Indira 
Gandhi on here martyrdom day and 
Sardar Patel on his birth anniversary here 
on 31st October, 2015.

District Congress Secretary Ameen Ali 
Rangrez paid tributes to the great leaders 
and he added that the mental set up of the 
BJP was exposed as the martyrdom day 
of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 

was not celebrated anywhere in the state.

UTTAR PRADESH
Protest March against arrest of 
MLA Ajay Rai in Varanasi by 

police
varanasi: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee on 19th October, 2015 carried 
out a protest march from Congress 
headquarters to Rajbhawan in protest 
against the arrest of Congress MLA Shri 
Ajay Rai of Varanasi and imposition of 
rosika against him. The protest march 
was led by AICC General Secretary and 
incharge of UP, Shri Madhusudan Mistry 
and on reaching the Rajbhawan, the 
memorandum was handed over to the 
State Governor.

Those who participated in the march 
included AICC General Secretary and 
incharge of UP, Shri Madhusudan Mistry, 
MP, Pradesh Congress President, Dr. 

Nirmal Khatri, Congress Vidhan Mandal 
leader, Shri Pradeep Mathur, Vidhan 
Parishad leader, Shri Nasib Pathan, 
National Co-incharge and Secretary, Shri 
Zuber Khan, Naseeb Singh and Prakash 
Joshi, MP Shri P.L. Punia, MLA Dr. Rita 
Bahuguna Joshi, Sanjay Kapur, Ajay 
Kapur, Pankaj Malik, Akhilesh Pratap 
Singh, Smt. Aradhana Mishra, Gayadin 
Anuragi, Laliteshapte Tripathi, Banshi 
Pahadia, Ajay Kumar Lallu, Radheshyam 
Kanujia, Daljit Singh, Gajraj Singh, Sanjay 
Pratap Jaiswal, former Union Minister, 
Shri Jitendra Prasad, former MP Smt. 
Anu Tandon, former Minister, Satyadev 
Tripathi, former MLA Bhola Pandey, 
former MLC Shri Harish Bajpayee, Shri 
Rajeshpati Tripathi, Shri Manishanker 
Pandey, Shri Digvijay Singh, Varanasi 

District President Prajanath Sharma and 
all Pradesh Congress office-bearers.

AICC General Secretary and incharge 
Shri Madhusudan Mistry on behalf of 
the Congress delegation explained the 

incidence of Varanasi and about the 
imposition of rosika on Shri Ajay Rai 
and said that the action by the police 
to arrest him was one-sided. After that 
Congress Vidhan Mandal leader Shri 
Pradeep Mathur said that he alongwith 
former Union Minister, Shri Sreeprakash 
Jaiswal had gone to Varanasi and got the 
details of the incident. He said that the 
case was handled in an unjustified way 
and the Governor should look into it and 
get justice done.

The Governor has assured the delegation 
and after talking to the Chief Minister, he 
would get proper justice done.

Tributes paid to  
Indira, Sardar Patel

Aligarh: Congressmen paid tributes to 
former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on 
her martyrdom day here on 31st October, 
2015 alongwith Sardar Patel Vallabh Bhai 
Patel on his birth anniversary.

On the occasion AICC Spokesperson 
Vivek Bansal, former MLA and President, 
Mahanagar Congress Committee paid 
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tributes by garlanding their photographs. 
Shri Bansal also spoke about their life-
history and their vital contribution in the 
making of India.

Congressmen pay homage to 
Indira Gandhi

Allahabad: District and City congressmen 
on 31st October, 2015 paid homage to 
Bharat Ratna and lady of the millennium 
Indira Gandhi on her 31st martyrdom day 
which was celebrated as Anti-Terrorism 
Day. In the morning, partymen reached 
Anand Bhawan, the ancestral abode of 
Nehrus and paid glowing tributes to 
their beloved leader and garlanded her 
portrait.

On this occasion while addressing the 
Shradhanjali Sabha, MLA Anugrah 
Narain Singh said combining in her 
personality the idealism of Jawahar 
Lal Nehru and pragmatism of Sardar 
Patel she had insight into the spiritual 
landscape of the country. 

Former Mayor Ch. Jitendra Nath Singh 
described her as the symbol of world 
peace and leader of non-alignment 
movement.

The meeting was presided over by 
the District Congress President, Anil 
Diwived. 

U.P. Congress Committee Spokesman 
Kishore Varshney, who conducted the 
programme, said that Indiraji played 
a vital role in the Indian Politics and 
ultimately lost her life for national unity 
and integrity.

Later they also garlanded the statue of 
Indira Ji at Circuit House Crossing.

City Congress President, Upendra Singh, 
Fuzail Hashmi, Spokesman Awdhesh 
Tripathi, Sant Pd. Pandey, Mukund Tiwari, 
Tariq Saeed Ajju, Abhishek Shukla, Devi 
Pd. Pandey, Anita Kushwaha, Chaman 
Rawat, Gullu Gandhi, Mahesh Tripathi, 
Razia Sultan, Dharmaraj Pandey, Sanjay 
Tiwari, Parvez Siddiqu, Ajay Mishra, Ajay 
Srivastava, Brijendra Mishra, Santosh 
Mishra and others also paid their tributes.

Pol Khol campaign
Meerut: District Congress Committee, 
led by its vice-president Muhammad 
Imran Started a Pol Khol campaign 
against the Modi government and the 
UP government from 19 October, 2015.

In the campaign Congressmen went 
around from place to place and asked the 
people to come together against the false 
promises made by the Modi government.

The campaign was also against the 
Akhilesh government in UP where the 
Dadri incident took place which made 
the country’s head fall in shame. In the 
next elections, people will teach lesson 
to both Modi and Akhilesh government.

Today, people are asking, where are the 
good time promised to come, people are 

feeling cheated as the prices of essential 
commodities are going up day by day. 
Business is going down and traders are 
shutting down their business.

The people are once again remembering 
the old days of the Congress and the Modi 
government is looting the people while 
Modiji is enjoying foreign trips. Shri 
Imran has appealed to the President of 
India to dismiss both Modi and Akhlesh 
government after looking into the present 
state of things in the country.

Tributes paid to  
Indiraji, Sardar Patel

Meerut: District Congress paid tributes 
to former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
on her martyrdom day and to Iron 
Man of India Sardar Patel on his birth 
anniversary here on 31st October, 2015.

District Congress Vice-President Mohd. 
Imran paid tributes to the great leaders 
and distributed fruit to the poor children.

Mohd. Imran praised the role of Indiraji 
and the role of Sardar Patel who was the 
first Home Minister.

Congressmen later took out sadbhavana 
march against the Modi Government 
against the rising prices of daily use items.

Others who paid tributes were Smt. 
Suchi Viswas, Rikin Ahluwalia, Rohtash, 
Narendra  Aggar wal ,  Chaudhar y 
Shamshuddin, Pinky Chinotia, Narendra 
Sud, Md. Sadiq, Haji Fazlu, Md. Irfan and 
Md. Allauddin.

Tributes paid to  
Sardar Patel, Indiraji

unnao: District Congress Committee 
paid tributes to the Iron man Sardar 
Pater and to the Iron Lady India Gandhi 
on their birth and death anniversary 
respectively on 31st October. 2015.

A Sadbhavana march, led by former MP 
Annu Tandon, was held from Shastri 
crossing to the statue of Gandhiji situated 
at Pannalal Park and garlanded the statue.

On the occasion, Smt. Annu Tandon said 
that the people of India cannot forget the 
supreme sacrifice of Indiraji because she 
gave her life for the unity and integrity 
of this country.

 Smt. Tandon said that Indiraji never 
compromised with the people who try 
to disturb the harmony of the country. 
It was her strong willpower and before 
her death she said, “I may live or not but 
every drop of my body will be used for 
the unity and integrity of this country.” 
Smt. Tandon said that today the clouds 
of disharmony are hovering over our 
country but this will not happen as Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi and Shri Rahul Gandhi are 
there to challenge this danger. 

Smt. Tandon paid tributes to Sardar Patel 
who fought the Britishers and was the first 
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deputy Prime Minister and the Home 
Minister and did the work for the unity 
of the country and therefore he was called 
the Iron man of India.

Addressing the gathering, Pradesh 
organizing secretary Ashok Dhanvik said 
that the centre and the state are under the 

influence of disruptive forces and there 
is danger to the harmony and cordial 
relations among the people and which can 
be dangerous to our unity and integrity. 
He said that returning of the Awards 
and expressing their anger was a definite 
indication in this direction and which is 
against our Ganga-Jamuna culture which 
can only survive if we follow the path 
shown by her.

District Congress president Hassan Wasif 
who presided over the function while 
paying tributes to Indira Gandhi and 
Sardar Patel said that the path of anger 
is not good, we have to use our energies 
in a positive way so that the way India 
is progressing in today’s perspective has 
to be diverted from communalism and 
casteism and to the path of progress and 
development. The Congress is committed 
for such a govt. 

Pradesh Congress secretary, Vir Pratap 
Singh also addressed the gathering. 
The programme was conducted by City 
Congress president Amit shukla.

Others present were Hari Prasad Kuneel, 
Kamal Tiwari, Anwar Khurshid, Raj 
Kumar Lodhi, Rashid Aji, Rakesh 
Dwivedi, Suresh Srivastav, Salman Sheed, 
Dr. Surya Narayan Yadav, Daya Shankar 
Shukla, Ram Kishore Pal, Jai Singh Rawat, 
Anurag Singh with others.

WEST BENGAL
Tributes paid to Priyadarshini 

and Sardar Patel
kolkata: Martyrdom Anniversary of 
Priyadarshini Indira Gandhi, Iron Lady 
and First Lady Prime Minister of India 
was observed on 31st October, 2015 at her 
statute at Indira Uddyan, Kolkata. The 
function was organized by Chowringhee 
Priyadarshini Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Foundation.

Shri Manoj Chakrvarty, MLA and Former 
Minister, Govt. of West Bengal was present 
as Chief Guest, Shri Ramen Pandey, 
President INTUC, West Bengal and of the 
organization presided over the function. 
Among the distinguished guests were, 
Shri Debabrata Basu, Shri Nirmalendu 
Bhattacharya, Vice President’s, Smt. 
Krishan Debnath, General Secretary, Shri 
Atiar Rahaman, Treasurer, Shri Biddyut 
Poddar, President, Sevadal, of INTUC, 
West Bengal were present.

More than 300 workers, supporters and 
leaders from across the State were present 
to pay their homage to the departed soul 
by way of floral tribute.

Also, the foundation celebrated the Birth 
Anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
Iron Man and President of the Founding 
Conference of INTUC held on May 3, 
1947 at his statue at Central Avenue, 
Opp: Air India Office. A large number 
of people were present to pay homage to 
the departed soul. v

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

Pt. Madan Mohan 
Malaviya
Death Anniversary
12th November

(1861-1946)

Maulana Abul 
kalam Azad
Birth Anniversary
11th November

(1888-1958)

Lala Lajpat rai 
Death Anniversary
17th November

(1865-1928)

vinoba Bhave
Death Anniversary
15th November

(1895-1982)

Bahadur Shah 
Zafar
Death Anniversary
7th November

(1775-1862)

NeWS



Congress sandesh   |  55  |  november 2015

rePort

The All India Mahila Congress 
President Smt. Shobha Oza 

convened a meeting of newly 
constituted national executive of 
AIMC on 13th October 2015 at the 
AICC Conference Room. She prisided 
a Seminar on Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru 
in Bhopal on 15th October 2015 
which was organized by Smt. Mandvi 
Chauhan, President, MP PMC. The 
Chief Guest of the Seminar was Shri 
Upendra Gupta, Chairperson of Vichar 
Prakoshtha of MP PCC. 

Smt. Charulata Tokas, newly appointed 
President of Maharashtra PMC, took 
charge of the office on 24th October 
2015. Smt. Shobha Oza addressed the 
audience on the occasion alongwith 
Shri Ashok Rao Chavan, President, 
Maharashtra PCC, Shri Manikrao 
Thakre, Smt. Varshatai Gaikwad, MLA, 
Ms. Netta D’Souza, Gen. Secy. AIMC 
& Incharge of Maharashtra PMC, Shri 
Narayan Rane, Smt. Kamaltai Vyavhare 
and many other leaders. About 
1000 Mahila Congress functionaries 
attended the function. On 31st 
October, the AIMC President went to 
drought affected areas of Osmanabad, 
Maharashtra where she met the families 
of poor farmers and distributed sarees 
and edibles amongst them. She was 
accompanied by Smt. Charulata Tokas, 
Smt. Sheetal Mahatre, Ms. Netta D’ 
Souza, Smt. Kamal Vyavhare, etc. 

MAhILA COngREss

Smt. Sheetal Mahatre, 
President, Mumbai 
RMC organized a Press 
Conference for Smt. 
Shobha Oza, President, 
AIMC on 29th October 
in Mumbai in which 
Smt. Monica Dias, Gen. 
Secy. AIMC & Incharge 
Mumbai RMC was also 
present on the dias. In the 

Press Conference the AIMC President 
said that the policies of the Present 
Government was in clear deviation 
of the promises made on the Election 
Platform inter alia taking the Electorate 
for a ride, the bogey of bringing 
back Black Money stashed 
abroad and crediting 15 Lakhs in 
the account of Indians; curtailing 
prices of essential commodities, 
Security of Women etc. made by 
the BJP during elections. 

On 30th October, Smt. Sheetal 
Mahatre, President, Mumbai 
RMC organized a Mahila Melawa 
to commemorate the Martyrdom Day 
of Smt. Indira Gandhi and Jayanthi of 
Sardar Vallabhai Patelji coinciding with 
the 125th Birth Anniversary of Pandit 
Nehruji & Babasahebji Ambedkar. The 
Melawa, which witnessed the presence 
of a large number of local leaders 
viz. Shri Gurdas Kamat, Shri Sanjay 
Nirupam, etc. was inaugurated by Smt. 
Shobha Oza. A crowd of more than 
6000 was present in the Melawa.  

To commemorate the Death 
Anniversary of our beloved Prime 
Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi, various 
programs of different kinds were 
organized by the Mahila Congress 
units at State/District/Taluka levels 
across the country on 31st October 
2015. 

The members of the newly constituted 
National Executive have started touring 
the States under their respective 
charge. Dr. Shobhna Shah, went to 
Uttar Pradesh & Gujarat; Ms. Nagma 
went to Chennai and Puducherry; Ms. 
Netta D’Souza to Maharashtra; Smt. 
Hazina Syed to Kerala, Lakshadeep 
and Telangana; Smt. Anjali Tapre to 
Chhattisgarh.

On 23rd October, Smt. Sunkara 
Padmashree, President, Andhra 
Pradesh Mahila Congress burnt 
the effigy of Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi when he was on a visit 
to Andhra Pradesh. Smt. Indu Pawar, 
President, Jammu & Kashmir, PMC 
staged a protest against un-provoked 
Border firing by Pakistan forces at 
Hiranagar, Samba and Jammu Border 
before United Nation’s Office at Sainik 
Colony, Jammu on 27th October 2015. 

In Gujarat & Chhattisgarh, local body 
elections are going on and many office 
bearers of Mahila Congress are contesting 
elections. The All India Mahila Congress 
wishes them success. v 

(Dr. Shobhna Shah)
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LAND CeILING ACt of GuJArAt
Spokesperson: Shri Shakti Sinh Gohil, Shri Bharat Sinh Solanki, 
Shri Shankar Sinh vagehla, Shri Siddharath Patel, Shri Arjun 
Modwadia: Shri Shakti Sinh Gohil said that when any law is 
made, some questions are raised as to why this law is being made? 
Thereafter some changes are made in that law. The Supreme Court 
has given many judgments which have said that no such amendment 
should be made so that the main purpose of the original law is 
changed by the amendment and it becomes the opposite in the 
process.

That the Land Ceiling Act was made in Gujarat in 1960. The reason 
of its objections were this that according to it the excess land was 
taken and distributed among SC, ST, OBC and landless. By which 
the Agriculture production would also increase. The present BJP 
government has made one amendment in the law so that the poor 
cannot have that land. BJP only talk big. Though, wherever Modi 
goes he speaks about the poor but by this new amendment, he 
is planning to snatch the land of the poor and give it to the big 
businessmen.

Secondly, an act was made in Gujarat as “Gujkoka”. Modi was then 
Chief Minister and there was a BJP government, Advaniji was 
the Home Minister and he had dismissed this act. Dr. APJ Abdul 
Kalam, who was the President then had also did not accept this 
law. Then this law was sent here by changing its name. we came to 
know through the media that the government, we then raised our 
objection against this law and gave our opinion before the President. 
One point was raised repeatedly and that was if Mcoca was given 
approval then why can’t this? This law of Gujarat has many provision 
which is more harsher than Mcoca and which can be used against 
innocent people in an illegal manner and undemocratic way. When 
Mcoca that was made by the UPA government at the centre, it was 
made to fight terrorism. So we met the President and took up both 
these points.

Shri Bharat Sinh Solanki said that as our colleague of the AICC 
Shri Shakti Singh has told that the delegation of the Congress Party 
meet the President. The BJP government of Gujarat is going to 
make two such acts which will have very deep affect on the people 
of Gujarat. That Bill which was turned down by President Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalam and was sent back. The Bill that was barbarian, was 
against democracy, was against Fundamental Rights, the BJP has 
sent the same Bill again to the President. We have requested the 
President not to accept this Bill.

Secondly, this Bill which is the Land Agricultural, Land Ceiling Act, 
by bringing some changes the land that was proposed to be given to 
the poor, backward class with this surplus Agricultural Land Ceiling 
which was to be given to SC, ST, OBC, Cooperative Society. This 
land will be given to Industrialists to set up industries. After five 
years the industrialists can use that land for any purpose of their 
choice. Such provisions have been made in this Bill. This Bill has 
not been approved by the Governor and it has now been sent to 

the President, but we have requested the President not to approve 
this Bill. Today the situation in Gujarat is such when there were to 
be elections for local bodies, but the BJP government of Gujarat 
brought a law and postponed these elections and this was done so 
because they feel that they would lose the elections. If these were 
held before the Bihar elections, it could have its impact on them, 
because Modiji and his BJP president keep talking about the Gujarat 
model, they would get exposed. Therfore the Gujarat government 
has decided to postpone these local bodies elections.

Shri Shankar Singh Vaghela said about the Land Ceiling Act that 
was made in 1960 was to give surplus land to the SC, ST, OBC and 
Cooperative by law. At that time the royal family had their land, 
that use to be grassland, it was not decided as to which category 
it should be counted, agriculture or non-agriculture and the case 
was taken up to Supreme Court and a decision came that this land 
can be counted in non-agricultural land. Then the government 
thought as to what will happen to this thousand of acre land? Who 
will get it? Who will take it? And amendment was made in this Bill 
of 1960 and it was passed after the suspension of the Opposition 
for the whole day. In that it was said that the Agricultural land 
could also be used for Industrial purpose. If the industry is not set 
up for seven years then the owner has the right to use the land in 
whatever way be wants. The process of taking from the Left hand 
and giving it to Right hand was continuing in Gujarat, and this was 
their Gujarat model. The Bill which the BJP government has sent 
to the President after making some changes and we have requested 
the President that attention should be paid to this fact. Saturday, 
3rd October, 2015.

MurDer of DeMoCrACy
Spokesperson: Shri kapil Sibal: He said that I remember what 
Prime Minister had said on 15th August, 2014 from the Red Fort 
that all the communal issues should be restricted for ten years. 
We want to ask the Prime Minister as to why this promise was 
not fulfilled? Who is violating this? Because the incidence that 
happened in Dadri, was not a minor incident. This is not about an 
individual, it is a clear case of murdering constitution, Democracy 
has been murdered, the literacy of India has been murdered, our 
age-old culture has been murdered and that sense of tolerance 
which is a part of Indian tradition has been murdered. In fact, the 
soul of India was sought to be murdered.

It is an attack on the soul of India and we condemn it, we will 
fight against it with our heart and mind. Who are saying this, 
people of what thinking are saying this, what is the thinking 
which has murdered Dabolhkar, has murdered Kalburgi, has 
murdered Pansare Sahib, the same thought which did not allow 
the performance of Gulam Ali in Mumbai. The same thought that 
asks after getting out of the hotel as to what they were doing there? 
This is such a thinking through which these people are creating 
hatred. Thereafter whatever violence that takes place, they claim 
the benefit. Derive political benefit.
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Today we and the Congress Party want to ask why this happens 
before every election? Today, if you look at the past history of 
elections, such incidents happen before every elections and efforts 
is made that the political benefit of this goes to the BJP.

This is not a topic of two Hindus and Muslim. Recently the Prime 
Minister had said in Bihar that either the Hindus and Muslims fight 
against poverty or fight among themselves. Now, it is a matter of 
regret that what happened in Dadri was not a fight between Hindus 
and Muslims.

In Dadri, this was premeditated meticously planned conspired 
stratagem to create an environment of fear. This was not something 
that just happened as an outburst of emotions. You know the 
background.

Went to the temple, police was warned, announcement was made 
and then this incident happened. So the Prime Minister is saying 
that this was just not a fight of Hindus and Muslims and then the 
Prime Minister kept quiet for more than ten days. This incidence 
was of 30th September and he gave his statement on 8th October. 
Why was he mum for so many days? If he had announced from the 
Red Fort that the communal issues should be banned for ten years, 
then why he has to wait for ten days?

The Prime Minister’s statement was a non-statement. It was not 
expected of Prime Minister to make such a non-statement.

Modiji says that this is a conspiracy against him so that he does not 
show his face. If we want it or not we see their faces every day. 27/7 
is visible whether we want to see it or not. But we bow our heads 
with shame that such incidents are happening in our country and 
the Prime Minister should also lower his head with shame because 
these are happening in his reign. Now, the time has come when 
the BJP should agree that they do all this to collect votes. “Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas” is just a topic to talk. For same people there was 
progress but others were left behind. To keep the country united, 
are his hollow words. Now, we do not believe on what the Prime 
Minister says. He talks of peace but spreads unrest.

Mahesh Sharma says that the devil has killed, who is that devil? 
Mahesh Sharma and the Prime Minister has to reply, who is that 
devil who has killed, the same devil, that same mindset which is the 
mindset of these people. The same mindset which is of the Sangh.

Now, he says that he is a big disciple of Gandhiji.

If Mahatma Gandhi were alive today, then he would have gone for a 
fast unto death in Dadri to protect the pluralism of India. He would 
not have rushed to Bihar to garner votes. In 1921, on ‘Gau-Mata’ 
Mahatma Gandhi said “it is generally known that I am a staunch 
vegetarian and food reformer but it is not equally generally known 
that ‘Ahimsa’ extends as much to human beings as to lower animals 
and that I freely associate with meat-eaters. Hindus may not compel 
Musalmans to abstain from meat or even ‘beef ’ eating.  Vegetarian 
Hindus may not compel other Hindus to abstain from fish, flesh or 
foul. I would not make India more sobre at the point of the sword. 
Nothing has lowered the morale of the Nation so much as violence.”

If you want to become Gandhiji then give up wearing costly suits and 
start wearing Khadi and save the integrity of India. It is not the time 
of hollow words and giving lecture. The journalists like Nayantara 
Sehgal, Ashok Bajpayee, Uday Prakash or be it Sashi Deshpandey, 
Sarah Joseph, they all are keeping their opinion before the people 

and are saying that we do not want such an India. 

What is the reality of Modiji?

In 2012 when Shri Modi was the Chief Minister of Gujarat, in the 
anniversary function of Maharana Pratap, he said that Rana Pratap 
dedicated his life for Gau raksha. He fought wars and scarified 
young men to protect the cow. It is as if Mr. Mahesh Sharma is 
speaking today. He targeted the Central Government and said the 
centre’s dream to bring about a ‘Pink Revolution’ to make money, 
plans are being made to slaughter ’Gau Maa’.

Shri Sibal said that it is the moments like this that you remember 
‘Rana Pratap’.  It seems that the Members of the BJP are trying to 
show that they are all ‘Rana Prataps’.

In April 2014, in Navada, Mr. Modi said “Delhi Sarkar will not 
give out subsidies to ‘Farmers’ or to ‘Yadavs’. The ‘Yadavs’ keeping 
cows but will give out subsidies to people who slaughter cows, who 
slaughter animals, who are destroying our rivers of milk as long as 
they set up ‘Katalkhanas’.

So your promises and your mindset is what I am using today. There 
is no difference Modiji. People have come to know about your 
double-speak politics.

In 2014-15 when the NDA Government led by BJP is in power, 
the ‘Beef ’ exports have increased by 20% and Gujarat is one of the 
ten top States in India in terms of ‘Slaughter Houses’. You words 
are hollow, Shri Modi. It is time to be true to your office, you are 
not just Shri Narendra Modi, you are the Prime Minister of India.

The Modi government is running a campaign against black money 
and we had revealed that just under their nose Rs. Six thousand and 
172 crores was transferred abroad from Bank of Baroda and there 
are no documents of the transaction. Cash was being deposited 
here and the same was being sent abroad.

This information was given to the Finance Ministry on 9th Sept. 
2015. So we ask the question from Shri Narendra Modi and from 
the Finance Minister - why are you silent in this matter. Why have 
you not come forward and make the statement as to who is guilty 
for this huge black-money transaction. It is more than the money 
that has come in which is about Rs. 4,000 crores. This is more than 
Rs. 6,000 Crores going out.

There is lot of worry about in-coming, but they are not concerned 
about out-going.

“Man, there is still time to reform, do not put allegations and 
counter-allegations, these slogans are for a few days, do not follow 
the habbits of the kings, sink the seeds of hatred and show by 
becoming a human”.

Who are these fictitious companies and 59 Bank Accounts in Bank 
of Baroda and why is Mr. Jaitley silent? What connection do they 
have with the BJP? Will Mr. Modi, Mr. Amit Shah and Mr. Jaitley 
explain and especially a question to Mr. Jaitley why have you not 
taken action for the last one month? There is an internal Audit 
Report that has been submitted by the Bank of Baroda to the 
Finance Ministry on 09th Sept and till today you have not taken 
any action. Saturday, 10th October, 2015

teNSe eNvIroNMeNt
Spokesperson: kumari Selja: She said that you must have seen in 
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the recent time that tense environment was being created in the 
country against the Dalit community and the BJP and its connected 
organization were directly involved and responsible for this. Only 
recently you must have seen the incident in Ballabhgarh in Haryana 
which shocked the people, an effort was made to burn down live 
a Dalit family, two innocent children died in the fire and what 
was the attitude of the Indian government, be it of the Haryana 
government and the way they came in the open, the statements of 
their ministers, was part of a pattern.

One more incident happened tomorrow in Gohana where a Dalit 
youth was killed. That too be enquired into and what were the 
reasons? One body of 14-15 years old child was found hanging, that 
too of a person who was in police custody. The responsibility is fully 
of the police. The way the statements of ministers of Government 
of India came though they later apologized and whatever they said 
under pressure certainly hurts the feelings of someone.

The matter is not what statement they gave on this later on, one thing 
is clear that whenever they have their Government, have Ministers, 
have Chief Minister or an organization connected with them, what 
is their mindset, what kind of environment are they creating in the 
country, why the Prime Minister does not come in the front, who 
always talks of ‘Man ki Baat’, why it does not hurt his mind, does 
he does not feel even a little bit that he should tell the pain in his 
mind to the people, he should tell his pain to those families and 
the community that he too feels their pain? Apart from this what 
action has he taken against his ministers? These are his own people 
who later on make efforts to clarify their position on reservation. 
They may try to praise Dr. Ambedkar as much as the want, but their 
mindset gets disclosed. Why the picture about him is not clarified? 
An example of this was seen in the last Budget when around Rs. 
20 thousand crore was cut down on the issue of reservation. The 
SC/ST Atrocities Act that came during our time, they brought an 
ordinance. The once again implemented all the ordinances except 
the Atrocities Act. We want to say why a law was not made. The 
nation wants the reply of all these questions, Congress Party wants 
it, the Prime Minister should personally come forward and reply 
these questions.

Kumari Selja said that the Prime Minister must step forward. He 
must take action. And he must come out very clear as to where he 
stands. Why should the language that was used by him be repeated 
by a Member of his Cabinet? What action are they taking? They 
have to make it clear to the people of this country. Friday, 23rd 
October, 2015

CertAIN WIN for GrAND ALLIANCe
Spokesperson Shri Pramod tiwari: He said that the 50 seats that 

are going to election in Bihar, in which our candidates who are 
would be MLAs, I can say with trust about them, as the third round 
of election are going on, the results of the first two-rounds was 
certainly in favour of the Mahaghatbandhan and third will improve 
to our results. I can say with all trust that the Mahaghatbandhan is 
going to form the government in Bihar.

He said that very rare occasion come when the opposition praises 
the government. On this occasion I welcome the present BJP 
government for announcing the name of ‘Niti Ayog’ whose has 
been renamed by the Prime Minister and which was earlier called 
the ‘Planning Commission’. The Niti Ayog has given figures in 
which they praise about the ‘Dararath Majhi Kausal Vikas Yojana’, 
this is the dream project of the Prime Minister. The second is 
‘Mahadalit Vikas Mission’ and the third is ‘Hunar Karyakaram’ 
(Talent Programme). All those three projects have been praised in 
Bihar and the Bihar leadership also has been praised. 

Secondly, what is the situation in India, more than 400 laureates, 
writers and apart from this, scientists have sent their signed 
memorandum to the President of India about their concern about 
the situation in India. The present situation during the presence 
of the BJP government. I feel that Modiji has to make a self-
introspection. Wednesday, 28th October, 2015.

BJP oN verGe of DefeAt
Spokesperson r.P.N Singh: He said that Amit Shah had said 
yesterday that if Mahagathbandhan wins the Bihar elections then 
crackers would burst in Pakistan. Shri RPN Singh said that during 
the last phase of elections it has been seen for the past week it has 
been seen be it be Prime Minister their national president or former 
Chief Minister Sushil Modi and the statements they are making in 
Bihar, of frustration form the side of the BJP, I feel that they are 
fearing a big defeat, I feel the BJP is a big party which is ruling the 
country and when their leaders give such statements they do not 
think about the nation. The BJP wants to win the elections at any 
cost, though the religious intolerance may escalate in the country. 
I want to say that crackers will be burst on 8th November and I 
also want to say that the defeat of BJP is certain by the voters of 
Bihar, and maximum crackers will be burst by some of their own 
party leaders. The BJP leadership shouted know that such kind of 
statements should not be said during the election time and this 
should be avoided. Such statement were made during the Gujarat 
elections and no leader of the BJP is speaking about the progress 
or development of Bihar as they were speaking before the Bihar 
elections. Friday, 30th October, 2015.


