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There is so much hype built up about some purported misdoings in the matter of the Associated Journals 
Limited a company formed by the Late Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru for publishing of News Papers and 

journals to carry the voice of the Congress to the people of the country. Due to its political character somehow 
there was a lack in attracting commercial viability and the group was losing money. The process of meeting the 
cost of labour and other requirements for publication were sometimes difficult to meet. The Congress party kept 

on extending financial support to ensure that the paper did not fall into wrong hands or have to close down due to finance. 
However, it was realized that there is a need to rethink the strategy of management and make it into a commercially viable 
unit so that the papers can be revived and the people can keep on getting the Congress viewpoint. The repositioning of 
management strategy is being construed as if there is intention to grab the real estate associated with the company. Only 
a biased mind would ever construe such an allegation. The well-intentioned move has been highlighted in a manner that 
is slanted and has led the issue to the judicial review by vested interest, The Congress President made it clear that she 
has the highest respect for the judicial process and that the law is equal for all. In a statement she said, ‘I have appeared 
before the court today with a clear conscience, as law-abiding citizen should. The law of the land applies to all of us equally 
without fear or favour. I do not have the slightest doubt that the truth will emerge.’ She said, ‘We are familiar with attacks 
and slander from our political opponents. This has been going on for generations. They have never deterred us from our 
purpose. The present government is following a policy of systematically and deliberately targeting its opponents by using 
all the official agencies at its disposal. None of this is going to frighten any of us. We will continue to fight them. The 
principle and policies of the Congress Party will be used for the protection of poor and our struggle will continue for them.

Congress Vice President Sh. Rahul Gandhi said he has full respect for the law. The principle and policies of the Congress 
Party will be used for the protection of poor and our struggle will continue for the rights of the poor, downtrodden and 
the backward.
The disruption in the functioning of the Parliament has been attributed by the BJP to the National Herald case. This is 
far removed from reality and is only an allegation. The protests in the Parliament that are jointly being carried out by the 
entire opposition reflect our very serious reservation on the Government's handling of both Parliamentary business and its 
treatment of the opposition in Parliament. Our concerns on matters of substance are not addressed and our voice is sought 
to be suppressed. The Government has double standards regarding allegations on its own leaders and has been targeting 
with vehemence the leaders of opposition parties. It is a matter of concern as this targets the very roots of our democracy. 
The GST bill was conceived by the Congress and is very dear to its own ideology. The changes brought about in the original 
draft that was strongly opposed by Modi ji as CM Gujarat and the FM as leader of opposition in Rajya Sabha have brought 
in some anomalies that border on chances of misuse. The issues raised by Congress are self-explanatory and require no 
rocket science to appreciate. They can easily be addressed if the Government has real intentions of making the bill into 
a reality. The adamant and unbending attitude of the Government reeks of arrogance of brute majority in the Lok Sabha 
and the need to incorporate the opposition’s point of view is considered an affront to the ruling party. Again and again an 
attempt is being made to reduce the importance of the Rajya Sabha since it is not directly elected. However the Rajya Sabha 
too is an elected body representing the interest of the collective wisdom of elected representatives of the assemblies. Let the 
BJP not forget that if the country hasn’t had the advantage of this reform, it is they who are really to blame. This was true 
during UPAs time and now in the NDA tenure.
The Congress completes 130 years of its foundation in December 2015. With its years of achievements it would not be 
incorrect to say that the Congress ideology is rooted in the DNA of the country and is in synch with the ethos of India. 
The Congress leadership has reiterated its resolve to work, for the poor the backward, the downtrodden and the tribal so 
that everyone has equal opportunities.
The nation remembers Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar on his 60th death anniversary. Babasaheb was respected as a 
crusader for the backward classes and worked all his life to get them equal respect in the society. 
The Congress Sandesh joins the Congress party members and the people across the length and breadth of the country 
wishing Smt. Sonia Gandhi on her birthday. Smt. Gandhi has been the longest serving president of the Congress Party and 
we wish her many more years in the service of the nation and the party. v
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We have been saying in these columns that the BJP does not either have a 
consistent policy or any policy at all in the matter of the country’s relationship 
with our neighbors. The number of flip-flops in the matter of Pakistan have 
really become like a circus.  It is not too long ago when India decided to back 
out of talks because the Pakistan High Commissioner met the Hurriyat leaders 
from Kashmir.  The professed point of view was that if they hob nob with those 
inimical to the nation and while the cross border incidents are going on, having 
talks is of no purpose.

The statement of the Foreign Affairs Minister in parliament revealed that while 
all this was being said, meetings were being planned and held at various levels. 
First the NSA’s of both nations flew to Bangkok and had a meeting while the 
Foreign Secretaries were also present. During the climate Conference in Paris 
the Indian Prime Minister had a brief meeting with the Pakistan PM in public 
view. This was followed by the visit of the Foreign Minister to Pakistan for a 
meeting during which the Foreign Minister had a meeting with the Pakistan 
Prime Minister and the Foreign Affairs meeting. That they forgot to put up the 
Indian flag behind as is customary is another matter.

The Congress party has always felt that dialogue is the only way to arrive at 
any solution to the issues between the two neighbors. 18 months have been 
wasted due to the inconsistency of the government that has been walking away 
from dialogue on one reason or the other. However important those reasons 
may have been suspension of dialogue can only make things worse and the 
government should evolve after involving the opposition to the road map 
of what is the governments policy. The fight against terrorism is the greatest 
threat to humanity and Pakistan is also a sufferer and a large number of terrorist 
organizations have their roots in Pakistan. The Government in all its statements 
has chosen to remain quiet on Afghanistan that has become a potboiler in the 
current engagement in fight against terrorism. Talks are in the interest of both 
countries and it is important that the government should share its road map and 
take advantage of earlier experiences from those who have for long been a part 
of the talk processes.
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First of all I want to express my gratitude to Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar on his 125th birth anniversary.

Today is indeed a historic moment.

This day, sixty six years ago, the Constituent Assembly gave our 
country its Constitution, a charter for democracy and the rule 
of law, a charter for social justice and empowerment, a charter 
for strengthening national unity while rejoicing our many 
diversities. 

It took almost three years to finalize this Constitution.

The debates were momentous. 

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar chaired the Drafting Committee 
and piloted the draft Constitution through the Constituent 
Assembly. 

He explained the background and the purpose of each of its 
key Articles in great detail. He expounded on its philosophy 
at length. 

In his closing remarks before the draft was formally adopted 
on the morning of November 26th, 1949, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
the President of the Constituent Assembly had this to say and 
I quote: “I have realised as nobody else could have, with what 
zeal and devotion the members of the Drafting Committee and 
especially its Chairman Dr. Ambedkar inspite of his indifferent 
health, have worked. We could never have made a decision 
which was or could be ever so right as when we put him on 
the Drafting Committee and made him its Chairman. He has 
not only justified his selection but has added lustre to the work 
which he has done:”

And what did Dr. Ambedkar himself have to say in his closing 
speech while moving the motion a day earlier? I quote “I was 
more than surprised when the Drafting Committee elected me 
to be its Chairman. There were in the Drafting Committee men 
bigger, better and more competent than myself. I am grateful 

to the Constituent Assembly and the Drafting Committee 
for reposing in me so much trust and confidence and to have 
chosen me as their instrument and given me this opportunity 
of serving the country”.

He went on to say and I quote, “It is because of the discipline 
of the Congress Party that the Drafting Committee was 
able to pilot the Constitution in the Assembly with the sure 
knowledge as to the fate of each Article and each amendment. 
The Congress Party is, therefore, entitled to all the credit for 
the smooth sailing of the Draft Constitution in the Assembly”.

It is generally not remembered that the Congress Party 
sponsored Dr. Ambedkar’s membership in the Constituent 
Assembly in recognition of his outstanding capabilities and 
expertise. He had unsurpassed academic qualifications in 
political theory and economics from the USA, Germany 
and the UK.  He came back to India with the single minded 
purpose of fighting for the dignity of the scheduled castes and 
discriminated communities, giving them voice and opening 
avenues for them to acquire political power.

Madam Speaker, this magnificent Constitution, which we 
all cherish and to which all of us pledge allegiance when we 
enter Parliament, has the imprint of some of the finest minds 
and noblest souls that the world has ever seen. It has also 
a long history going back to the early part of the twentieth 
century. And this history is inextricably linked with that of the 
Freedom Movement and therefore of the Congress Party. It 
was in March 1931, for instance, that Jawaharlal Nehru drafted, 
piloted and secured the resolution on Fundamental Rights and 
Economic Policy. This Resolution permeates the Constitution 
particularly its provisions relating to social justice and gender 
equality.  

Four men, who carried enormous prestige and commanded 
the greatest respect, guided the functioning of the Constituent 

Speech of the Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi on the occasion  
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar-Special Session of Parliament on 26-27 November, 
2015 on Indian Constitution Day

CP’s SPeeCh

Those who have no faiTh in our 
ConsTiTuTion or played no role in 
iTs framing are now Trying To be iTs 
TorCh-bearers : sonia gandhi
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Assembly at every step. They were Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar 
Patel, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Maulana Azad. The Constituent 
Assembly had eight major committees which were chaired 
by either Nehru, Patel or Prasad.  Maulana Azad was a key 
member in five of them. What is conveniently forgotten is that 
it was none other than Sardar Patel himself who had chaired 
the Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Minorities, 
and Tribal and Excluded Areas. The Objectives Resolution 
moved by Jawaharlal Nehru on December 13, 1946 became 
the Preamble of the Constitution.

The Constitution has proved to be remarkably flexible. It 
has seen over a hundred amendments, a number of them in 
response to changing circumstances and emerging challenges. 
But it is indisputable that it has given the weaker sections of 
our society a sense of participation and pride. It has made 
our democracy more representative and governance more 
responsive. It has enshrined secular values.

Let us not forget Dr. Ambedkar’s warning when he said, and I 
quote, “However good a Constitution may be, it is sure to turn 
out bad because those who are called to work it happen to be 
a bad lot.  However bad a Constitution may be, it may turn 
out to be good if those who are called to work it happen to be 
a good lot.  The working of a Constitution does not depend 
wholly upon the nature of the Constitution.” 

Madam Speaker, the spirit of the Constitution is as important 
as its letter. There is no alternative to Constitutional methods, 
as Dr. Ambedkar himself had pointed out, for achieving our 
social and economic objectives. 

But these ideals and principles that are embedded in our 
Constitution and that have inspired us for decades are now 
under assault. What we have witnessed these past few months 
particularly are a complete negation of what our Constitution 
stands for and guarantees. Those who have no faith in our 
Constitution or played no role in its framing are now trying 
to be its torch-bearers. Can there be any greater mockery than 
this?

On behalf of the Indian National Congress, I salute Dr. 
Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad, Maulana Azad and all their colleagues in the 
Constituent Assembly who have bequeathed us this precious 
legacy. v

This day, sixTy six years ago, The 

ConsTiTuenT assembly gave our 

CounTry iTs ConsTiTuTion, a CharTer 

for demoCraCy and The rule of 

law, a CharTer for soCial jusTiCe 

and empowermenT, a CharTer for 

sTrengThening naTional uniTy while 

rejoiCing our many diversiTies.

Congress rises again in gujaraT 
loCal polls

New Delhi: The Congress made a spectacular comeback in 
Gujarat on 2nd December, 2015 taking control of the rural local 
bodies in a stunning blow to the BJP in an election, seen as a 
referendum on the ruling party’s state and central leadership.

The setback to the BJP in Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
party president Amit Shah’s home state comes barely weeks 
after the party suffered an embarrassing defeat in the assembly 
polls in Bihar.  The BJP, however, managed to retain its hold 
on the urban centres but saw its seat share come down in the 
face of a Congress resurgence in all six municipal bodies.

A jubilant Congress, which was virtually obliterated from all 
tiers of the power structure in the state after losing almost 
every election in the last 12 years, termed its performance a 
“verdict against the BJP government”.

Elections to the 323 local bodies were conducted on November 
22 and 29.

In a virtual role reversal, the Congress walked away with 132 
taluka panchayat bodies followed by 73 for the BJP from a 
total of 231, while it bagged 21 of the 31 district panchayats.

In 2010, the BJP had won 162 of the 208 talukas, 41 of 53 
municipalities and 21 of 24 district panchayats.In the three-
tier local body system, the talukas  known as tehsils in some 
other states  form the second layer, sandwiched between the 
district panchayats and village panchayats.

In the urban areas, the BJP retained control over Ahmedabad, 
Vadodara, Surat, Rajkot, Bhavnagar and Jamnagar municipal 
corporations, though the Congress put up a tough fight at 
several places.

The BJP attributed its loss in rural areas to the Patidar 
agitation.

 “This is an overall mandate in favour of the Congress. Even 
in urban areas, with increased number of seats, we can say 
the Congress has been widely accepted,” said Gujarat PCC 
President, Shri Bharatsinh Solanki.

In Delhi, senior leader Shri Ahmed Patel, who is political 
secretary to Congress president Sonia Gandhi, said the BJP 
government was on its way out in Gujarat after the results. v
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rajya sabha
All the great leaders of this 
country are common assets for 
this country and no one can 
separate them from us : Ghulam 
Nabi Azad

The LeADeR OF The 
OPPOSITION (ShRI GhULAM 
NABI AZAD): Before I talk about 
the 125 birth anniversary celebration 
of Dr. Baba Sahib Ambedkar, I pay 
my tribute to all the freedom fighters, 
and in this House, we are able to talk 
about the democracy only when they 
sacrificed their lives for this country. 
All who participated in the Indian 
freedom struggle, are committed to 
the Constitution. Beside them, we all 
are committed to the Constitution. 

Dr. Ambedkar had to face the 
untouchably in his childhood days. 
I appreciate his courage, and he was 
the greatest social reformer after 
Mahatma Gandhi. He spearheaded 
the movement against untouchability 
in 1927. He founded the Labour 
party and became the member of the 
Constituent Assembly. He was also 
nominated to the Rajya Sabha. 

He presented his views on almost all the 
aspects of the life. While presenting his 
opinion on different subjects, he used 
his farsightedness. He was an advocate, 

disCussion on CommiTmenT To india’s ConsTiTuTion 
as parT of The 125Th birTh anniversary 

CelebraTion of dr. b.r. ambedkar

sociologist, expert in economics and 
held all other traits. We are lucky that 
the leader like Baba Sahib Ambedkar 
has taken birth in this country. He 
prepared the constitution while he 
was the Chairman of the Drafting 
Committee. Thereby, he contributed 
a lot in establishing the democracy in 
this manner.

All the great leaders of this country 
are common assets for this country 
and no one can separate them from us. 
The process of making constitution 
was started on December 9, 1946. 
To lay the foundation of constitution 
it was thought that what should be 
its objective? On 13th December, 
1946, Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru 
presented a resolution about its 
objective concerning what type of the 
constitution should we have. 

How it can be that there is a debate 
on the constitution of India in the 
Parliament of India and there is no 
mention of objective of Pandit Nehru 
in it. Sir this is called as intolerance. 
Intolerance is that we are not able to 
recognize the contribution of the first 
Prime Minister of India as a freedom 
fighter on the occasion when the 
Constitution of India is being debated 
in the Indian Parliament. 

Chairman of the Draft Committee 
had decided that 26th January will 

be Republic Day 
and constitution 
will come in force 
from that day. 
Now, from where 
this new date of 
26th November 
has come? 
This is neither 
Independence day 
nor Republic Day. 
15th August, 1947 has been adopted 
as Independence Day. Chairman of 
the Drafting Committee to whom we 
are dedicating today’s constitution, 
has said in his speech that 26th 
January will be “Republic Day” and 
constitution will come in force from 
that day. 

On 26th November, 1949 when 
constitution was passed, articles 
5,6,7,8,9,60,324, 366 and 379 came 
into force from that day and it was 
declared that remaining articles will 
come into force from 26th January, 
1950. Thus, constitution came into 
force on 26th January, 1950. I want to 
ask is there any move to observe 26th 
November as “Republic Day” instead 
of 26th January? In this context, I 
have a notification of Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment. 
I want to know that who gave this 
power to Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment? It is clear in the 

Ghulam Nabi 
Azad
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constitution that it cannot do so. If it is 
to be done it should be done by Ministry 
of Home Affairs. As Baba Saheb 
Ambedkar had put it , it is all right that 
constitution has been made, political 
democracy has been established but 
how will Social Democracy come into 
being and when ? We will have to pay 
attention to Social Democracy. There 
is need of retrospection here. There 
is issue of expression and faith today. 
Whether every person being allowed 
to offer prayer today? I am sorry to 
say that for the last one and half year 
the atmosphere which has developed 
in our country is totally against our 
constitution. 

I congratulate those people of 
the society which include many 
journalists, writers and poets apart 
from leaders who raised their voice 
against injustice in society. Today, 
Leader of the house said that when 
there was attack on Parliament or 
attack in Mumbai by terrorists, some 
people supported terrorists directly 
or indirectly. I don’t think that any 
leader in this House or of any party 
appreciates attack on Parliament or 
the attackers. They were hanged and 
should be hanged. If any one of them 
remains, he should also be hanged. 
Baba Saheb Ambedkar has shown us 
the path of running Governments. If 
we follow the constitution, I think, the 
greatest tribute to him will be this that 
we will remove the hatred from the 
country which is dividing us.

❧
When we remember our great 
freedom fighters and founding 
fathers, recollecting some of the 
points of constitution framers 
becomes necessary. We recall 
both, Baba Saheb Dr. Ambedkar 
and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and 
salute them. The contribution of 
both is laudable and invaluable: 
Anand Sharma

ShRI ANAND 
ShARMA: An 
opportunity has 
come before 
us through a 
discussion on 
the constitution 
of India, its 
framing and its 
framers to ponder 
over in case the 
constitutionally guaranteed civil 
rights, freedom of expression and 
exercise of these get challenged, it is 
a matter of grave concern. When we 
remember our great freedom fighters 
and founding fathers, recollecting 
some of the points of constitution 
framers becomes necessary. We recall 
both, Baba Saheb Dr. Ambedkar and 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and salute 
them. The contribution of both is 
laudable and invaluable. Shri M.N. 
Roy, a communist leader talked about 
writing the Constitution of India 
in 1934, which become an official 
demand of Indian National Congress 
in 1935. The Indian National Congress 
fought for it and the Constituent 
Assembly was made thereafter. Pandit 
Nehru proposed that India shall be a 
republic which was discussed in the 
Constituent Assembly. 

It is right that Dr. Ambedkar was an 
eminent scholar. He was committed 
towards poor, deprived and weaker 
sections. Our nation is grateful to 
him for his contribution, will remain 
grateful and salute him. It was our 
cabinet which took a decision to 
construct his memorial in Mumbai and 
the Parliament was informed about it. 
I would like to mention that Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s contribution was immense 
but his 125th Anniversary was not 
given that respect. It hurts the people 
of India. Our Prime Minister failed to 
mention the name of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru on various occasions. Nehruji 
wrote “Discovery of India” while in the 
jail in Ahmednagar. History is made, it 

is recalled, it can’t be changed and we 
won’t allow it. The struggle of freedom 
is a truth which was fought under the 
guidance of Indian National Congress. 
We salute all the freedom fighters 
like, Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Dr. 
Rajender Prasad, Subhash Chander 
Bose who never compromised and 
fought for Hindustan. We respect 
the thoughts of Gandhi, Nehru, their 
vision of India and have belief in them. 
Nehru’s contribution should not be 
underestimated. Jawaharlal Nehru was 
maker of Modern India also. 

The call for “Quit India” was made 
under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. It is also a fact that Congress 
governments in the provinces were 
dismissed after that. Coalition 
Governments were formed thereafter, 
which talked about favouring 
Britishers and protesting Quit India 
Movement. It has been correctly 
mentioned in the House that there 
are many challenges before India. 
There are crores of indigent people 
in the country and many children are 
victim of malnutrition. Even today 
such a discrimination is there in the 
society which comes in the way of our 
constitution. 

Fanaticism and aggression against 
freedom of speech are the real 
challenges before the country. Hence 
this opportunity must be utilized in 
ensuring the country that complaints 
made by authors, scholars, historians, 
scientists or film makers must be 
entertained instead of reprimanding. 
Reprimanding them is not a real 
recognition to the Constitution but an 
insult to the society and basic elements 
of our culture. We may differ in our 
opinions but to hear others is ethical 
and constitutional obligation which 
can’t be shunned. India is a secular 
country having it’s ancient culture. 
With this I, once again congratulate 
all the members for remembering our 
great leaders and founding fathers of 
our Constitution. 

Anand Sharma
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The entire period of Emergency is a 
sad chapter in the history of India. 
We all are aware that after that 
elections were held, the government 
was changed and Indira ji herself lost 
the election. But after that false cases 
were filed against Indira ji and she 
was put behind the bars. After that 
in 1980 Indian National Congress 
again came into power with a huge 
majority. The assurances which were 
given by the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
were being violated time and again. 
You must take action against whom 
those letting down your assurances. 
We hope that whenever you come 
forward with the resolution of ‘the 
Constitution Day’, you would stand 
by your words.

❧
Our Constitution is indeed a 
marvellous document; surely, 
one of the most comprehensive 
than the western world. It reflects 
the hopes and aspirations of our 
people : Dr Karan Singh

DR. KARAN SINGh: Our 
C o n s t i t u t i o n 
is indeed a 
m a r v e l l o u s 
document; surely, 
one of the most 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
than the western 
world. It reflects 
the hopes and 
aspirations of 
our people. It has 
given us a vibrant 
d e m o c r a c y , 
a totally free judiciary and an 
independent press. This is a good 
occasion to pay homage to the 
founding fathers, particularly to 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, who was 
Chairman of the Drafting Committee, 
an outstanding scholar, a great 
social reformer, and his team in the 
Drafting Committee which really did 
an extraordinary job. 

The Leader of the House failed 
to mention the name of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, who had presented 
the objective principle resolution to 
the Constituent Assembly and that 
became the basis upon which the 
whole Constitution is based. There 
were other great people who should 
also be remembered on this occasion. 
In my view, the better definition of 
secularism is Sarva Darma Sambhav 
i.e. to have respect for all the religions.

Socialism and secularism are 
very important factors of our 
preamble. Fundamental Duties are 
an integral part of the Constitution 
but unfortunately they are totally 
neglected. The Fundamental Duties 
are extremely important and excellent 
principles. Why they are not known 
to people. We must rediscover these 
Fundamental Duties. After all, if the 
ethical foundations of our society 
continue to erode the nation will have 
to pay a very heavy price in the future. 
Therefore we rededicate ourselves to 
the glory of India as envisaged in our 
Constitution.

❧

lok sabha 
we will have to maintain freedom 
of religion, freedom of expression 
and our diversity : Jyotiradiya 
Scindia

ShRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA: 
Baba Saheb Ambedkar fought for 
country’s Independence. Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar, Pt. Nehru, Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad, Maulana Azad have left us a 
rich legacy. Our Constitution gives 
us a moral guidance. Baba Saheb 
Ambedkar believed in the country’s 
unity in diversity. He worked for the 
Hindu Code. It was his desire that 
wives and daughters should get equal 
rights. India is a multi-cultured and 
multi-linguistic country inhabited 
by several castes. Hence, difference 

of opinions and 
thoughts are 
natural. This 
is what makes 
India unique. 
Country’s first 
Prime Minister 
included several 
intellectuals in 
his first Cabinet 
who were not 
in the Congress party. Congress 
could easily have included only 
Congressmen in the Cabinet but 
the party gave representation to the 
entire country. Swami Vivekanandji 
had opined that India will certainly 
become an economic superpower 
but the foundation for which would 
be our spiritual power. Today 
the world acknowledges India’s 
greatness because of the election 
commission constituted by Nehruji 
and Ambedkarji two years after 
our Independence to hold free and 
fair elections. I want to ask what 
is the reason behind government’s 
intolerance towards those who raise 
their voice against intolerance. It 
is the duty of the Government to 
listen to them to assure the citizen 
and take action. My Hindu religion 
is not a religion, it is philosophy 
which teaches me to respect others, 
respect their views. It teaches me that 
there may be difference of opinions 
between us but there should be no 
hard feelings. If we want to keep 
the principles of the country and 
that of the Constitution safe, then 
we will have to maintain freedom of 
religion, freedom of expression and 
our diversity. We need to pass SC/
ST atrocities act. We need to give 
statutory approval to SC/ST Sub-
plan. This should be a true homage to 
Baba Saheb Ambedkarji. v

Dr Karan Singh

Shri Jyotiraditya 
M Scindia
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Thank you madam speaker for allowing me to intervene 
here today.

I listened to the prime minister a few days ago talk about 
our constitution. He spoke for over an hour and praised the 
people who in his view were the architects of the document 
that allows me to speak here today. He mentioned Gandhi 
ji, he praised Ambedkarji, he spoke about the contribution 
of Rajendra Prasad, Vallabhbhai Patel and he even had a 
couple of words for Jawaharlal Nehru.

He spoke about the immense respect he gave to our 
constitution when he placed the book on an elephant and 
walked on the ground behind it.

Yet while I listened to the Prime Minister’s speech I 
could see how profoundly we differ in our thinking. For 
Modiji, the people he mentioned were intellectual heroes to 
be worshipped and placed on a pedestal. They had all the 
answers to India’s problems. 

For me what was heroic about the people he mentioned was 
their ability to listen to the people of this country. They are 
my heroes not because they had all the answers but because 
they had the humility to ask the right questions. What was 
heroic to me was their ability to destroy their sense of self, 
or their ego to such a degree that they crystallised into the 
voice of the people they served. To me they were heroic 
because they put aside their own insecurities, their failings 
and their desires to listen to what India was saying. They 
allowed India to speak. 

For the first time in centuries they gave India the dignity 
to talk.  And in response India  didn’t just talk, she sang so 
beautifully that the world could do nothing but listen in rapt 
attention. 

For me madam speaker - The real authors of the Constitution 
were people, the prime minister did not spend much time 

on in his speech. They are the very people of this country.

The  millions  of voices rich, poor, male, female, Hindu, 
Muslim,  Sikh, Punjabi, Marathi, Bengali,  Malayali. The 
Kisan, the Mazdoor, the small business man, the big 
industrialist, the widowed mother, the orphaned son. 
Every single one of  them including the weakest and most 
powerless of them all. All Gandhiji and his colleagues did 
was to love them and to listen to them with compassion. 

The constitution gives all Indians  fundamental  rights. I 
would like to mention the first - 

Right to Equality  -  Which includes equality before law, 
prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, 
caste, gender or place of birth, and equality of opportunity 
in matters of employment, abolition of untouchability and 
abolition of titles.

Madam speaker all of us here swore an oath to protect these 
rights for each one of our citizens. It is our duty to do so. 

I have today, sitting in front of me an ex-chief of the 
Indian Army. A general, who likened two little babies who 

Discussion on situation arising out of incidents of 
intolerance in the country 

will modi leT our 
beauTiful india ConTinue 
To sing?: rahul gandhi
Following is Congress Vice Presidemt Shri Rahul Gandhi’s 
speech during the discussion on intolerance in the country 
in Lok Sabha, Parliamement House on 1st December, 2015

pakisTan has failed beCause They did 
not allow the voice of their people 
to be heard. They have failed 

beCause Their leaders Crushed The 

voiCes ThaT were inConvenienT To 

Them. Their biggesT weakness is Their 

inToleranCe. leT us noT learn The 

wrong lessons from Them. 



Congress sandesh   |  12  |   deCember  2015

IN PARLIAMeNT

Congress steps up protest against 
minister vk singh over ‘dog’ remark

New Delhi:   Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
led a Congress protest outside Parliament to demand 
the removal of union minister VK Singh over his “dog” 
comments linked to Dalit killings on 7th December, 2015.

The opposition has vowed to disrupt house if General Singh 
is not sacked over insulting the Dalit or underprivileged 
community. “The issue is about the behaviour of a central 
government minister against a particular community, in 
fact Indians per se,” said Congress parliamentarian Shri 
Jyotiraditya Scindia.

The government has stood by the minister, arguing that as 
an elected member, he is entitled to sit in the Rajya Sabha.

On October 22, General Singh was asked to comment on 
the incident in which two Dalit children were burnt alive 
in Haryana - a BJP-ruled state. The minister’s reported 
response - “If someone throws stones at some dogs, will the 
Prime Minister be held accountable?” - sparked outrage.

The Rajya Sabha was repeatedly adjourned last week after 
the Congress and the Bahujan Samaj Party objected to 
General Singh’s presence in the House.

The Opposition was also furious after the minister wrote 
about his Rajya Sabha experience in a Facebook post. v

were burned to death  to dogs.  He has  directly challenged 
the constitution and the fundamental right to equality by 
equating Dalit children to dogs. 

Our Prime Minister allows this man to continue as minister 
as if nothing has happened.  The Prime Minister is able to 
worship Ambedkar and forget that he spent his entire life 
protecting the dignity of those two little children. He helped 
write the constitution so they would never get burned. The 
Prime minister is simply unable to see the contradiction? 

 I have Sakshi Maharaja and Yogi Adityanath sitting here in 
front of me. You are all aware of the language they use. Yet 
the Prime Minister remains silent. 

Modiji talks about defence of the country. He talks of FDI 
in defence. 

Mohd. Akhlaq, father of a young Air Force officer Mohd. 
Sartaj who is serving our nation, is killed in cold blood 
because he is a Muslim. When asked what his message was 
for all of us after his father’s brutal murder, Sartaj responded 
with  ”Saare Jahan se  accha Hindustan Hamara, Majhab 
Nahi Sikhata Aapas Mai Bair Rakhna”. The man ultimately 
responsible for his protection remains silent. The Prime 
Minister of India does not see the contradiction. 

The Government talks of Skill India. Yet when young 
Students with superb skills at FTII go on strike because 
a  mediocre  man is placed in a top end institution. The 
government simply tries to crush and intimidate them.  I 
went there  I spoke to them. All they wanted was to be heard. 
Yet the government that crushed their voice does not see the 
contradiction. 

Dabholkar, Pansare and Kalburgi are  shot dead in cold 
blood by fanatics. The Prime Minster has nothing to say. 

In Gujarat, Patidars are complaining about the lack of 
opportunities for them in education. They protest. What is 
the Gujarat government’s response to the agitation?  20,000 
FIRs are filed against them for sedition. Hundreds of them 
are locked up. Since when has agitating for job and education 
opportunities become sedition? 

You do not even spare your own.  Former union minister Arun Shourie has said that he has 
been the target of severe abuse online by BJP supporters 
ever since he turned a critic of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Mr. Shourie, a one-time admirer of Mr. Modi, also 
said that the BJP supporters even abused his son, who has 
cerebral palsy. 

Mr. Shourie alleged that several of these ‘influencers’ were 
abusive on Twitter, and that despite their continuing abuse, 
the PM continued to follow them.

whaT was heroiC To me was Their 

abiliTy To desTroy Their sense of self, 

or Their ego To suCh a degree ThaT 

They CrysTallised inTo The voiCe of The 

people They served continued on page 19
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India is governed by reactionary forces 
determined to put minorities, rationalists 
and liberals in their place. This is posing 
calculable damage to our world image. The 
Kerala House beef inspections occurred 
on the very day that 50 African Heads of 
State  every single of them a beef eater  
were in this city, in Delhi. What would 
they have thought of the intolerance of 
us, we as a host country? It is affecting 
our national security also. A Bangladeshi 
friend of mine was visiting Delhi that week and he told me that 
Islamic fundamentalists in his country were having a field day 
attacking India as a place where it is safer to be a cow than a 

Muslim. This has wide implication for the Government’s own 
agenda. We cannot simultaneously sell ourselves to the world.   
(Interruptions) We cannot sell ourselves to the world as a land 
of pluralism, tolerance and Gandhianism while encouraging 
intolerance, communal hatred and minority insecurity within 
the country. The Government must know you cannot promote 
‘Make in India’ abroad while condoning ‘Hate in India’ at 
home.

Through the Home Minister I want to convey a message to the 
Prime Minister, don’t be afraid, I won to praise him. Before 
the 2014 elections we all had seen a different form of Hon’ble 
Narendra Modiji. When Hon’ble Modiji was addressing 

Dr. Shashi Tharoor (Thiruvananthapuram): Respected sir, I 
know the time is short, therefore I will not repeat what has been 
said, so many facts and so many example have been placed in 
this House, which I also want to place before you. Instead of 
this I want to respect the request of the Home Minister ji and 
want to give some proper suggestion to resolve this issue.

My principal suggestion is that the Government should start 
taking its own slogans seriously and put India first. India’s great 
strength and the source of much of our soft power that we talk 
about so much and the respect in which we are held in the 
world is our legacy of civilizational pluralism coupled with 
our robust democracy. The Indian adventure is that of human 
beings of different religions, languages, ethnic cities, beliefs, 
working together dreaming the same dreams.

Today I am proud to represent Thiruvananthapuram here 
where in one location, Palayam Square, you can see the Palayam 
Mosque, diagonally opposite to this is St. Joseph Cathedral and 
between them is one of the oldest Ganpati temples in the State 
and worshippers throng all three, joyfully celebrating each 
others’ special days.

Our democracy in the last 70 years has been built on the idea 
that a nation may celebrate differences of caste, creed, colour, 
convictions, cuisines, customs and costumes and still rally 
around the consensus and that consensus is on the simple 
democratic idea that you do not need to agree all the time 
so long as you will agree on the ground rules of how you will 
disagree.

One of those basic ground rules is respect for difference, not 
just respect but as Swami Vivekananda so memorably put it, 
‘acceptance of difference’. This makes diversity a source of our 
strength in India and not a weakness and it is the responsibility 
of a Government to uphold our idea of difference and to reject 
any attempt to dilute it. I plead with the Government to uphold 
this idea of India.

Today our Rashtrapati Ji reminded us that Swachh Bharat starts 
in the mind. The dirt has to be removed from some people’s 
mind. Today we are ashamed when foreign newspapers report 
about the mounting intolerance in our country. Madam 
Speaker, the impression has already gained ground abroad that 

disCussion on siTuaTion arising ouT of inCidenTs of inToleranCe in The CounTry 

respeCT eaCh oTher, aCCepT The differenCe

we CannoT sell ourselves To The world 

as a land of pluralism, ToleranCe 

and gandhianism while enCouraging 

inToleranCe, Communal haTred and 

minoriTy inseCuriTy wiThin The CounTry. 

The governmenT musT know you CannoT 

promoTe ‘make in india’ abroad while 

Condoning ‘haTe in india’ aT home.

continued on page 15

Dr Shashi 
Tharoor

IN PARLIAMeNT
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I am very grateful to Dr. G. Sanjeeva 
Reddy, President of Indian National 

Trade Union Congress for inviting me 
to address the 31st Plenary Session of 
INTUC.

INTUC came into existence in 1947 
and it has enjoyed the blessings of 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and other 
prominent leaders of the Congress 
Party.   And since its inception, 
INTUC has served the Indian working 
classes with dedication to secure for 
the working class a fair and just share 
of the fruits of growth of the national 
economy.  That task is still unfinished 
and therefore INTUC which today 
has the largest number of members, 
estimated at 3.30 crore, has a long and 
arduous task ahead of it.

The Congress Party has always 
believed that trade union movement 
is an integral part of social democracy 
and that every encouragement ought 
to be provided to promote collective 
bargaining among industrialists and 
workers represented in the trade 
union movement to secure for labour 
a just and fair share of the fruits of 
development.  The role of the trade 
union movement has to take into 
account the fast changing social 
and economic conditions and the 

inTuC.... play a more imporTanT role in 
programmes relaTing To workers eduCaTion 
and skill developmenT: dr. manmohan singh

Speech of Dr. Manmohan Singh, Former Prime Minister, on the occasion of the  
31st Plenary Session of  INTUC  in New Delhi Delhi on 5th December, 2015

approach of the government in dealing 
with these conditions.  It is important 
that INTUC should make an objective 
assessment of the economic and 
social policies of the present NDA 
Government and their implications 
for the wellbeing of working classes.

It goes without saying that a major 
task before our country is to remove 
poverty which still afflicts a large 
mass of our people.  This requires a 
high rate of economic growth and 
a rapid increase in employment 
opportunities.  There is a broad 
consensus in the country that India’s 
economy needs to grow at an annual 
rate of about eight per cent and the 
content of the growth process should 
be such that we are able to provide 
productive new job opportunities for 
10-12 million persons every year.  It 
is also very important that the growth 

process should be both inclusive 
and environmentally sustainable to 
ensure distributive justice as well as an 
environmentally sustainable profile.

The trade union movement can play 
a very important role in ensuring that 
the growth process is both inclusive as 
well as environmentally sustainable.  

The Congress parTy has always believed ThaT Trade 

union movemenT is an inTegral parT of soCial 

demoCraCy and ThaT every enCouragemenT oughT To 

be provided To promoTe ColleCTive bargaining among 

indusTrialisTs and workers represenTed in The Trade 

union movemenT To seCure for labour a jusT and fair 

share of The fruiTs of developmenT. 

INTUC -CONveNTION
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three to four lakh people in a rally at 
the Gandhi Maidan in Patna, then a 
bomb exploded there. We later came 
to know that six people lost their lives 
and 80 people were injured. Despite 
this he patiently continued his address 
and because of this nobody came to 
know what happened in the middle of 
the crowd. For the spectators his main 
message was optimistic  Hindus have 
an easy option either they fight against 
poverty or with the Muslims. In this 
situation a cunning leader could have 
said so that his opponents or a terrorist 
from some community had tried to 
disturb his rally. But Hon’ble Modiji 
knew that by doing this a communal 
violence would start and many innocents 
would have died. At the end of the rally, 
Hon’ble Modiji gave a suggestion to 
the people to peacefully leave for their 
homes so that there is no stampede 
and everybody reaches home safely. 
Hon’ble Modiji did not take advantage 
of this divisive temptation. Now, what 
has happened to Narendra Modiji? 
Where has his voice got lost? Has the 
Prime Minister forgotten his strategy of 
taking along everyone? Senior leaders of 
his party are implementing the wrong 
policies of political polarization, but he 
is quiet. This is such a bomb which is 
destroying the thinking of India and he 
is still keeping quiet.

Hon’ble sir: Shashi Tharur, you complete 
it, otherwise your leader will not get 
time.

Shri Shashi Tharur: I just want to make 
you remember two words of Iqbal 
Sahib:-

‘Majhab nahin sikhata aapas mein bair 
rakhana,

Hindi hain hum, Hindi hain hum, Hindi 
hain hum,

Vatan hai Hindustan Hamara. v

The proposed INTUC Agenda namely 
job creation, respect for labour 
standards and rights at work, social 
protection for all and effective social 
dialogue and tripartism responds 
very well to these imperatives.  This 
visionary agenda rightly focuses on 
providing productive job opportunities 
to young workers, ensure zero gender 
discrimination, and expanding the 
frontiers of social security focusing 
on health, education and housing and 
guarantee of freedom of association 
and collective bargaining.

The trade union movement has 
to be aware that at present Indian 
economy faces a fragile recovery and 
inadequate expansion of employment 
opportunities.  Public enterprises face 
an uncertain future.  Every employment 
oriented programme such as Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Programme faces reduced 
allocations.  In the name of structural 
labour reforms, efforts are being 
made to reduce the scope for secure 
industrial jobs in favour of contract 
labour and hire and fire approach.  It is 
generally agreed that we need at least 
500 million skilled workers by 2022.  
The actual pace on the ground is only 
a fraction of this target.

The dissatisfaction of workers with 
the anti-labour and unimaginative 
economic policies of the NDA 
Government was obvious from the 
one day general strike observed in the 
country on 2nd September, 2015.

However, industrial strife, strikes and 
lockouts are not the best means to 
resolve unrest. We must enlarge the 
available space for resolving industrial 
problems through peaceful dialogue 
involving all the stake holders of the 
tripartite process  namely workers, 
industry and government.

I should conclude by emphasising 
that if INTUC has to play its historic 
role in the management of industrial 
relations, it must expand its coverage 
to cover more and more of workers 
in the unorganised sectors such as 
agricultural workers and construction 
workers, and pay particular attention 
to the needs of women workers in 
different activities.  INTUC must 
also play a more important role in 
programmes relating to workers 
education and skill development.

With these words, I conclude by 
thanking Dr. Sanjeeva Reddy once 
again for inviting me to address this 
31st plenary session of INTUC. v

respect each other, accept the 
difference

continued from page 13

INTUC -CONveNTION
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modiji, remember one Thing. neiTher The workers 

of india are weak, nor They are undisCiplined. india 

is lagging in manufaCTuring, beCause The workers 

of india are sCared. They live in fear and die in 

fear. you Talk of produCTiviTy  buT as long as The 

workers live in fear abouT Their fuTure, They CannoT 

work properly. if you show Them The fuTure of Their 

Children, Then see where They world Take india To. 

he does noT see The Coming Tomorrow. if you remove 

This fear, we will leave China far behind.

These days the news is of a 
day. The days are of Twitter 
and Facebook. The days are 

of selfie. People are restless. We are 
living in a time when words are used 
to express peoples’ vision, but what 
sentiments are behind these words, 
there is no discussion on that. After 
some days new words come up, new 
slogans come and the attention of the 
country shifts from one word, one 
slogan to another word or slogan. If a 
person asks himself  what happened? 
Then a kind of silence prevails. The 
words seem to sound hollow.

It started with ‘Achhe Din’, then 
‘Swach Bharat’ was started then after 
some days there was talk of ‘Smart 
Cities’, then ‘Make in India’ then 
‘Digital India’ and now it is ‘Accessible 
India’. God knows what new slogan 
will emerge now.

Words are very funny  what they show, 
equally they hide them. We usually 
hear about Growth. We come to hear 
of progress. For progress, development 
is used. We usually take the meaning 
of words as reality. But what is hidden 
behind ‘Growth’ and ‘Progress’  this is 
a true question. ‘Growth’ for whom? 
‘Progress of whom? Whose progress. 
Whose development and for whom?

Who is getting the benefit of 

The beTTermenT of indusTry lies noT 
in exploiTing The workers buT by 

honouring Them: rahul gandhi
Speech of Congress Vice-President,  Shri Rahul Gandhi at the  

31st Convention of  INTUC on 5th December, 2015

INTUC -CONveNTION
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‘Growth’? Is it only for 20 to 25 people 
who are becoming millionaires? Do 
some hand-picked people fly in their 
own planes and the worker cannot 
even buy a ticket in a bus? Does the 
common man gets self-respect? Is 
there a school near the house? Or it is 
a dirty lane with heap of waste? Will 
our workers receive treatment for their 
injuries or will he be left to die without 
medicines? All these questions, ‘GDP’, 
‘Growth’, ‘Development’ and ‘Progress’, 
are hidden behind these words.

The Prime Minister has given us 
many new words. I do not want to 
talk or discuss about those words. 
But, I would like to talk about ‘Make 
in India’ because you all do it every 
day. Whatever that is made in this 
country  that has been made by you. 
You do not get the benefit out of it, 
but everything that is produced, 
every service which we get, you  the 
workers of this country give us. Thus, 
before starting this convention, I want 
to thank you from the depth of my 
heart. I want to thank you, not only 
on behalf of our Congress Party, but 
on behalf of the whole country. I want 
to tell you that the country respects 
your blood, sweat and tears. I want to 
thank INTUC and all of you present 
in this hall here  for giving protection 
to labourers and workers. 

I would also like to add that leaders 
and members of the INTUC will 
get proper place in the organization 
of the Congress Party and will get 
an important place during ticket 
distribution. In this, I will give my full 
support. In the coming time I want to 
see your members in the Lok Sabha, 
Vidhan Sabha and Rajya Sabha. I 
also want to see your faces in the 
Municipalities and Panchayats.

The vision of the Prime Minister 
is to make India as the Global 
Manufacturing centre under the 
Vision India project. He thinks that 
India can compete with China and I 
too agree with him. But it is a matter 
of regret that our opinion ends here, 
because our opinion on ‘Make in 
India’ is all-together different.

The Prime Minister thinks that the 

workers of India is dishonest, is 
shinker and they can only work under 
pressure. He feels that labour laws 
have to be loosened and the workers 
have to be disciplined so that they are 
compelled to work. He wants that the 
workers are brought to their knees, 
and if you see laws that are being 
enacted in Rajasthan, Gujarat and 
now in Haryana, it will be quite clear 
that Narendra Modiji has started a big 
attack on workers. He feels that ‘hire 
and fire’ and by weaking the unions 
the workers will start working. The 
government should remain unbiased  
but the government has left the 
workers alone.

Modiji, remember one thing. Neither 
the workers of India are weak, nor they 
are undisciplined. India is lagging in 
manufacturing, because the workers 
of India are scared. They live in fear 
and die in fear. You talk of productivity  
but as long as the workers live in fear 
about their future, they cannot work 
properly. If you show them the future 
of their children, then see where they 
world take India to. He does not see 
the coming tomorrow. If you remove 
this fear, we will leave China far 
behind.

I do not believe that the duty of the 
government to get the work done 
from the workers. Partnership is 
only possible between workers and 
industry, when the government act as 

The worker who labours wiTh his blood and sweaT, 

should noT have The Compulsion To live in fear. when 

we give more power To The workers and TreaT Them 

as parTners Then They are able To work in a beTTer 

way. The fear of losing job noT only CreaTes fear 

in The minds of workers buT also badly affeCTs 

The progress of The indusTry. The beTTermenT of 

indusTry lies noT in exploiTing The workers buT by 

honouring Them.

INTUC -CONveNTION



Congress sandesh   |  18  |   deCember  2015

pm has insulTed kerala, says rahul gandhi, on 
oommen Chandy inviTaTion row

New Delhi:  Hours before Prime Minister Narendra Modi was to begin his first 
visit to Kerala since taking power, Congress Vice President, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
accused him of insulting the people of the state over an event from which Chief 
Minister Oommen Chandy has been dropped.

“PM has insulted the people of Kerala by stopping our Chief Minister from 
attending a function. The chief minister is the voice of the people of Kerala. This 
is simply not acceptable to us,” the Congress vice president said.

The Congress alleges that Shri Chandy has asked to keep away from a function in 
Kollam where the statue of former Congress leader R Sanker is to be inaugurated 
by PM Modi. The Chief Minister’s name was included in the event but he was 
reportedly uninvited.

Sources say a furious Chief Minister will convey his decision to skip the function 
to the prime minister when he receives him at the airport in Kochi this afternoon. 
PM Modi will be in Kerala for two days.

The event has been organised by the Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam, 
which represents the backward Ezhava community and sent up a new political 
party last week. Its leader Vellapalli Natesan reportedly told Shri Chandy that 
“some groups” had opposed his presence at the function to honour R Sanker, a 
Congressman who belonged to the group and is a past Chief Minister.

The Congress has directly targeted the Prime Minister’s Office.  “One will have to 
find out if the PMO had a role in this episode. Also a communal agenda cannot 
be ignored as this is a shame to the state of Kerala when its CM has been asked to 
stay away,” Congress’ VM Sudheeran said on 13th December, 2015. v

judge and not as the advocate of the 
industrialists, but there is a Starting 
Point to every partnership. According 
to my calculations what should be 
that Starting Point, I want to tell you. 
I have told you earlier that you give 
your blood, sweat and tears to the 
country. I prefer such an India where 
you give as much sweat as you want. 
But I do not prefer such an India 
where you give your blood and where 
you have to give your tears. We do not 
want to develop this country by your 
blood and your tears. I do not want 
your blood and tears. I want such an 
India, where we do not snatch the 
future of your children.

Congress Party had created a safety 
net for you all. But Modiji wants to 
shatter that safety net.

Modiji,
•	 By reducing job security of 

workers you cannot expect better 
work from them.

•	 By making formation of Unions 
difficult, the problems of workers 
will not be solved. 

•	 By finishing Basic Necessities, 
“Make in India” will not be a 
success. By removing facilities 
like, water, toilet, security and 
by non-payment of over-time 
after eight hours of work, the 
productivity of workers will not 
increase.

•	 By putting workers on contract, 
you cannot expect more work from 
them.

Modiji, I do not know who is advising 
you on these issues  but you should 
also spend some time with those 
people who understand the workers. 
Because, whosever is advising you, is 
giving wrong advise.

Whenever I have talks with the 
workers, they talk about their fear. 
They live by every day. The sword 
of fear is dangling over their head of 

Rights. The worker who labours with 
his blood and sweat, should not have 
the compulsion to live in fear. When 
we give more power to the workers 
and treat them as partners then they 
are able to work in a better way. The 
fear of losing job not only creates fear 
in the minds of workers but also badly 

losing their jobs. They do not even 
know whether they would be allowed 
inside the factory gate the next day 
or not. The only target of their life is  
to enter the factory gate. To achieve 
this, they even compromise with their 
self-respect and the Constitutional 

INTUC -CONveNTION
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OPINION

And as all this is going on the best talent India has  the best 
writers, intellectuals and artists of this country give their 
awards back as a sign of protest. The government does not 
even bother to speak to them. Arun Jaitleyji simply says it’s 
all manufactured. 

Why would they manufacture it?  

Jaitley Ji - This is not a dream like  your “Make in India” 
program. 

 This is reality. 

Do you think people like Narayanmurthy, Raghuram 
Rajan and P. M Bhargava have nothing better to do then 
to manufacture protest against you? They are saying it 
because they are  disturbed  like  millions  of people in this 
country. Give them the respect of trying to understand what 
disturbs them.  Don’t brush people aside. Go and listen to 
them. 

Speaker madam, the prime minister talks about economic 
growth and progress. At the same time his colleagues talk 
about sending Bollywood stars to Pakistan. India is successful 
because we have given our people the space to talk. We have 
been peaceful because we have embraced our people and let 
them be part of the conversation. Our greatest strength is 
our tolerance. 

Pakistan has failed because they  did not allow the voice of 
their people to be heard. They have failed because their leaders 
crushed the voices that were inconvenient to them.  Their 
biggest weakness is their intolerance.  Let us not learn the 
wrong lessons from them. 

Gandhiji, the father of our nation gave our people voice. 
He allowed people who had not been heard for centuries to 
sing. Nathuram Godse put three bullets into his chest and 
silenced him. 

I sat here and listened the other day while Narendra Modi 
praised Mahatma Gandhi. I have also seen him remain silent 
when his colleague Shakshi Maharaj called Godse a patriot. 
I am pretty certain the PM does not see this contradiction 
either. 

Will the prime minister start to listen to the voice of our 
people? Or will he standby and watch as his colleagues 
trample on the voice of this country. 

Will he simply place the constitution on an elephant and 
walk in front? Or will he do his job and defend what it 
stands for? 

Will he let our beautiful India continue to sing? Or does he 
think he can condemn our nation to silence?

Thank you madam speaker. v

continued from page 12

affects the progress of the industry. The betterment of 
industry lies not in exploiting the workers but by honouring 
them.

I have firm belief in my country. I have faith on the rich, 
middle class and poor people of this country. Rich people 
have wealth and they can take care of themselves. But the 
poor need to have a minimum security net. Without this 
security net, the worker cannot come out of the poverty 
line. When the Congress was in power, we pulled out crores 
of people out of poverty through MGNREGA. We gave 
protection to farmers by waiving off Rs. 70,000 debt. We 
gave the poor the Right to Food. Modiji tried to snatch the 
land of the farmers by bringing the ordinance three times. 
But the 45 MP’s of the Congress Party stopped Modiji from 
doing this wrong thing.

I make a promise to you from this forum  that we shall 
protect your rights. We shall join hands with INTUC. India 
can have your sweat, but we will not allow them to have 
your blood and tears. Jai Hind! v
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vICe PReSIDeNT's vISIT

BARPeTA (ASSAM):    Congress Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi on 12th December, 2015 accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of only making empty poll promises and 
creating differences between people in a bid to win elections.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also took a dig at Prime Minister Modi 
over the defeat in the Bihar polls and asked the people to 
unite against the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

“One year ago, Modi came to Assam and made big promises. 
He said whatever came to his mind, that he will bring black 
money back and put Rs 15 lakh in each Indian’s bank account, 
give employment to the crores of youths in the country.

“People laugh at his promises. Before polls, he makes one 
Indian fight with another Indian and then tries to win the 
elections. Before elections, some trouble is always created 
because if people are united, BJP can never win,” the Congress 
Vice President said.

Slamming BJP, Shri Gandhi said that the party has “only one 
card — pitting brother against brother”.

Referring to the Bihar Assembly elections, the Congress 
leader said, “Modi went to Bihar and made promises about 
bringing development there... made empty promises.

“When people of Bihar saw and heard him, they said ‘Modi 
you go back to Delhi. Your hollow promises, your lies 
we accepted once, but we are alert people, we will not be 
influenced by you for the second time’.

“The people gave such a drubbing in the Bihar elections 
that Modi now does not sit in Parliament the way he used to 
earlier, looking upwards with his chest swollen.”

Asking Congress leaders and workers in the state to gear 
up for the upcoming Assembly elections, he said, “It is very 
easy to make promises. Modi will come, will make empty 
promises.

CiTing bihar win, rahul gandhi Calls for 
uniTy To defeaT bjp in assam

“Ask him in public meetings what happened to the special 
status, under which money was sent by UPA government to 
Assam and northeast region, your poll promises, where is the 
Rs 15 lakh you had promised to give us. He will return to 
Delhi.”

“Modi wants to weaken the poor, he wants to make a 
government of two/three chosen industrialists, he wants to 
sell the country to two/three industrialists,” he added.

He said that Congress wants to make “the poor, labourers 
and farmers strong as we understand that it is them and the 
youth who make India. This is the difference between us and 
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promises. Such work is done through sweat and takes years. 
Gogoi and Congress have done this in Assam,” said Shri 
Gandhi.

Stating that the Congress-led UPA government had brought 
in MGNREGA for the poor, he said, “Farmers came to us and 
asked us to open bank doors for them also, as was done for 
big industrialists.

“The poor farmers toil in the fields and then they are 
chased out of the banks. Congress gave Food Security Bill, 
MGNREGA, land to adivasis in tribal belts, farmers’ rights 
in the land Bill. And then Modi came and attempts are being 
made to finish MGNREGA, the land acquisition Bill that we 
amended”, he said.

Exhorting Congress leaders and workers to unitedly contest 
the upcoming Assembly polls, Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “If 
you work for uniting the farmers of Assam and emotionally 
connect with the people, then what happened in Bihar is 
about to happen in Assam.

“There is election here and Congress has to win the election. 
Gogoi, (Assam Congress) president Anjan Dutta and other 
Congress leaders are here, fight with all your might, show 
BJP what is the meaning of Congress party, its workers and 
the people of Assam. v

vICe PReSIDeNT's vISIT

them (BJP)”.

At the public meeting held in the minority-dominated AIUDF 
bastion, Rahul Gandhi also spoke about the achievements of 
the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress government in Assam in the 
last 15 years.

He said that “15 years back, there was violence in Assam 
when people were killed, mothers and sisters cried, tears 
flowed, there was bloodbath.

“When there is violence there can be no development. When 
there is anger, schools cannot function. People cannot get 
jobs and progress cannot take place. Gogoi and Congress 
brought peace and brotherhood back to Assam.”

He said that Congress works for “uniting Assam and joining 
Hindus with Muslims, connecting one Assamese with 
another”.

“For 15 years we have done this, and Assam has forged 
forward and progressed,” he said, adding that a leading 
magazine has put Gogoi’s Assam in number one position 
on matters of road, bridge construction and infrastructure 
development.

“Tarun Gogoi has linked 30 lakh women with bank accounts, 
put money in their pockets. This is not done through 
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vICe PReSIDeNT's vISIT

Chandana Das a student of Degree Final Year majoring 
in History from Darrang college, Tezpur asked All India 

Congress Committee Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi -  ”I 
have seen that my generation who were born after 1990 and 
who are very active on social media, who form a sizeable part 
of the population of India have great apathy towards politics 
and their reaction towards politics is either they dislike it 
or hate it. Don’t you think this is of serious concern for the 
future of the country if the youth display such hatred and 
apathy towards politics and what is your take on changing this 
negative attitude towards politics and on attracting the youth 
towards politics?

Shri Rahul Gandhi asked her - ‘ What according to you is 
politics?

Chandana replied - ‘ I think politics should not be perceived as 
a profession but as a service to people . But in reality this is not 
how it should be and this is why today’s youth is disenchanted 
with the politics that they see around them.’

Shri Rahul Gandhi replied - ‘ According to me the very fact that 
you participated in the essay competition is politics. Politics is 
part of everyday life. You took part in the essay competition 
because you believed in the subject. But if somebody 
participated in the competition only to win a prize, then it is 
fraud. So for me politics is to do what is right. Politics cannot 
be removed from ideology. Politics is seeking truth and to fight 
for the right and the truth. So every young people who fights 
for the truth, fights against injustice and does what is right is in 
fact political. So young people like you can contribute towards 
the political process by fighting for and doing what is right for 
society and the country.’

This was part of an interaction between Shri Gandhi and few 
school and college students who had won the essay competition 
and on the spot painting competition to commemorate the 
125th birth anniversary year of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
organised by Assam Pradesh Congress Committee in 
Guwahati. The essay competition had 1273 entries and more 
than fifty children participated in the painting competition. 
The topics of the essay competition were ‘Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s contribution towards India’s Independence Struggle 
and Parliamentary Democracy and ‘Role of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru towards introducing India to the World.’

Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi came to Assam 

for a two day tour on 11th and 12th 
December 2015.

Upon his arrival on 11th December 
he attended a Women Empowerment 
programme - ‘Mahila Swarojgari 
Sanstha’, organised by the Department of 
Panchayat and Rural Development, Govt. 
Of Assam. The programme was attended 
by around 1500 women from various self 

- help groups from all over Assam. An interaction session was 
organised with Shri Gandhi and the  participants whereby the 
women expressed their views on how the various employment 
generating schemes of the government helped them to become 
financially independent.

The next programme was an extended executive committee 
meeting of APCC in the District Library auditorium where 
Shri Gandhi extolled the partymen to work towards once 
again forming the next government in Assam. He praised the 
Congress organisation base in Assam and expressed full faith 
on the party   workers, the Chief Minister Shri Tarun Gogoi 
and APCC President Shri Anjan Dutta. Shri Rahul Gandhi 
slammed Prime Minster Narendra Modi for making hollow 
promises and for encouraging divisions and hatred in society. 
Shri Gandhi said that it is important for the Congress party to 
win the election, not for itself but for the people of Assam or 
else the state would go back to the situation of unrest like it was 
15 years back.

In the evening of 11th December, Shri Rahul Gandhi gave 
away the awards to the school and college students for essay 
and on the spot painting competition. The student who won 

A Report on Vice President’s Visit

a message of peaCe and harmony againsT 
divisiveness - rahul gandhi’s visiT To assam

Bobbeeta 
Sharma
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the highest prize money of Rupees one lakh for the essay 
competition, Kaberi Borgohain is a student of Political Science 
from Dhemaji College. Dhemaji is one for the remotest 
corner of Assam. One of the award winners of the painting 
competition was 11-year old Reshma Khanom who is a student 
of Bethany Promotional School that teaches slum children. 
Resma’s parents are daily-wage earners and when Shri Rahul 
Gandhi came to know about this he requested the Chief 
Minister to take care of her studies through a state scholarship 
for such underprivileged children. The Chief Minister assured 
all possible aid as there are numerous government schemes 
already in place for such children.

Immediately after the award ceremony, Shri Rahul Gandhi met 
with and interacted with intellectuals and opinion makers of 
Guwahati for more than an hour. It was a well-attended meet 
of ex- judges, social activists, academicians, senior journalists, 
litterateur and entrepreneurs.

12th December started with an early morning breakfast meet 
with executive editors and senior journalists from the press 
and electronic media. Congress Vice President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi spoke about his idea of India, on how he views India 
as a bouquet of different colours with each flower having its 
own distinct identity yet at the same time complementing 
the bouquet. He fears for the day when this bouquet may be 
changed to a single colour whereby the distinctive of each 
flower would be lost forever. He sees what that is happening 
in India in the present political scenario and how each one 
of us need to be conscious of safeguarding our harmonious 
distinctiveness against this onslaught.

The next stop was Barpeta. Shri Rahul Gandhi’s 7 km long 
Padayatra in Barpeta was a message to maintain this very 
peace and communal harmony that Barpeta is famous for. 

Barpeta is the place where the 15th century Vaishanvite Saint 
Srimanta Sankaradeva spent several years teaching the tenets 
of spirituality and communal harmony. Hindus and Muslims 
have been living in harmony here since time immemorial. The 
Padayatra which started in Barpeta town ended in Medhirtari 
with a mammoth rally thronged by thousands of Congress 
workers and supporters. Shri Rahul Gandhi thanked the party 
workers and the people for coming out in such large numbers 
to fight against divisiveness and for standing up in support of 
communal harmony and brotherhood. He said that it was an 
‘unforgettable journey ‘for him!

After lunch with 100 rehabilitated children earlier engaged in 
child labour, Shri Rahul Gandhi visited the historic Barpeta 
Xatra , the Vaishnavite Monastery and took blessings from the 
74 year old head priest Basistha Deb Sarma before heading 
back to New Delhi in the evening.

Throughout the tour and in all the meetings and engagements, 
the AICC General Secretary Dr CP Joshi, Chief Minister 
Shri Tarun Gogoi, APCC President Shri Anjan Dutta, AICC 
Secretaries Shri Avinash Pandey, Shri Manickam Tagore and 
other state leaders were present with him. v

Author is a Senior Spokesperson , Assam Pradesh Congress 
Committee

vICe PReSIDeNT's vISIT
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New Delhi: Congress delegation, 
led by Congress Vice-President, Shri 
Rahul Gandhi, on 19th November, 
2015 gave a memorandum to the 
President of India against the Badal 
government for unable to control 
the flared-up situation that has 
erupted in Punjab after the incident 
of sacrilege that happened in Bargari 
village in Faridkot district where the 
pages of Guru Granth Sahib were 
torn and strewn on the road outside 
a Gurudwara and which has hurt the 
sentiments of the people.

The unarmed protestors were crushed 
by opening fire on the people by the 
police in which two civilians lost their 
lives. The memorandum asked the 
President to ensure a judicial inquiry 
into the incident which is being 
thwarted by the Badal government.

“On October 14th, the Punjab Police open 
fired on a crowd of unarmed protesters 
in the Faridkot District, killing two 
civilians and grievously injuring 
several others. The group assembled to 
protest the police’s inaction in the case 
of sacrilege of the Guru Granth Sahib 
at Bargari village that occurred last 
month. The general public was deeply 
saddened by the complete failure of 
the Badal government to make any 
progress in the investigation, and 
had assembled peacefully to put forth 
their point of view to an indifferent 
government. According to some media 
reports, the weapon used by the police 
was an AK-47 assault rifle  a lethal 

memorandum on punjab situation 

rahul gandhi leads Congress delegaTion To give 
memorandum To presidenT on ‘saCrilege’

Punjab government and the Punjab 
Police has hit an all-time low. Many 
people believe that instead of providing 
protection to the public, the Punjab 
Police is beholden to the Chief Minister 
and used for stifling dissent and 
intimidating adversaries. To guarantee 
that those responsible for the firing are 
brought to court, we believe that it is 
necessary that the Punjab Police firing 
incident be investigated impartially.

We request you to intervene urgently 
and ensure that a judicial inquiry 
be ordered by a sitting Judge of the 
Honourable Supreme Court of India 
and that the inquiry be completed in a 
time bound manner. The demand for a 
judicial inquiry comes from Punjabis all 
over the world who are deeply concerned 
that their state’s development is being 
thwarted by the Badal government. In 
such a serious situation, it is crucial that 
justice is upheld and the rule of law be 
restored.” v

weapon conventionally used during 
war and high-risk combat, and totally 
inappropriate for crowd control. It is 
unfortunate that the Punjab Police 
showered bullets on the peaceful 
protestors as they were reciting hymns 
invoking the Almighty.

Following the firing, large-scale 
protests across the state compelled the 
Punjab government to register and FIR 
into the incident of brutality. However, 
the government has failed to name any 
police officer involved in the firing, and 
deliberately made the FIR vague to 
allow tampering and cover-up during 
the investigation. Normally in an event 
of illegal police firing, the responsibility 
falls on the state’s Home Minister, who 
in this case is Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal. 
However, in the absence of a clear 
answer from the Punjab government 
and the manner in which it is dragging 
its feet in the investigation, it is evident 
that the guilty are being shielded.

Today the public’s confidence in the 

MeMORANDUM
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How can one 
person have all the 
answers? I want 
you all to be part of 
decision making in 
the country.

I could have never 
achieved what I did 
without the school. 
It gave me self-
belief. I realised 
that essentially 
what this institute 
does is that it gives 
you knowledge but 
it also preaches 
tolerance

When I first came into politics, I was convinced in my mind 
that solution to India’s problems were simple. The only 
thing that had to be done was to implement them.

I looked up Wikipedia, I found to my surprise that three 
brilliant women that I know, come from this institution. I 
was very impressed with the alumni list. So I called Margaret 
Alva, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw & Nirupama Rao.

The questions were so pointed that Rahul for the first time 
accepted that GST was a good reformist bill and the Congress 
would support it if the government was inclined to engage 
with them and address “three concerns” including capping 
of taxes proposed in the bill. Conversation is important, out 
of conversation comes out a refined perspective. v

vICe PReSIDeNT's vISIT

New Delhi: Congress Vice-president Rahul Gandhi on 
25th November, 2015 interacted with about 1,500 second 
and third year degree students at Mount Carmel College in 
Bengaluru.  This is the beginning of a series of visits which 
Rahul Gandhi will make to colleges and universities across 
the country,

I’ve come to conclusion, if you want to achieve anything in 
life, you have to listen, with and appreciate people around 
you. Who is one person to come and say “Listen, I have a 
vision for you”? My vision for India is what people of India 
want; discuss with people what they want.

This session must be particularly revealing to Rahul and 
the Congress because for the better part of his opening 
statement he had blasted the prime minister, the BJP and 
the RSS. He kept on targeting Modi, saying the government 
at the Centre was being run by one man and the PMO was 
controlling it all. By contrast, he (Rahul) stood for dialogue, 
discussion conversation. He also said in the early part of 
his life he had been mostly in the company of women - 
grandmother, mother and sister - and realised that problem 
in this country was that the women did not get the respect 
and position they deserve.

Carrying out physical violence on a woman because you 
don’t appreciate what she does, is not acceptable in this 
country. To me this country’s biggest strength is what 
Digvijaya said to me in the car today, “Live and Let Live”.

Young lady goes to a pub in Bengaluru and she is thrashed 
because she went to a pub. The single biggest problem in this 
country is that women don’t have the place they deserve, 
they are mistreated.

Congress gives spaCe To everyone,  
rahul gandhi says in bengaluru 
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The unprecedented deluge has caused unforeseen havoc 
and devastation to property, with flooded houses stinking 
after the water receded. Waste and sludge are deposited in 
many places such as the worst-affected Kotturpuram.

Addressing reporters after visiting the flood-hit village of 
Karaikkadu in Cuddalore, Congress Vice President Shri 
Rahul Gandhi said the National Herald case against him 
and Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi was “a case of 
political vendetta”.

He added that such actions could not deter him from 
raising questions about the Union Government.

“This is the way the Union Govt goes about trying to silence 
me and stop me from asking questions. It will not happen 
and I will continue to ask questions and put pressure on the 
Union Government,” he said. v

vICe PReSIDeNT's vISIT

Puducherry:  Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
arrived in Puducherry on 8th December, 2015 and visited 
rain-hit areas of the Union Territory where he distributed 
relief material to villagers who were affected due to flooding 
in Cuddalore and Puducherry.

“I came here to see what has happened. It’s very important 
that instead of doing politics at this time, we should make 
sure that people of Puducherry and Tamil Nadu are given 
relief,” he said while talking to reporters. His supporters 
showered him with flower petals soon after he arrived.

Terming the rain damage as a huge tragedy, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi called for a more strident response from 
Governments at the State and Centre to deal with the 
situation.

“I would like to see the Centre and State governments 
being more aggressive in helping these people. It is more 
important that we should reach out to people who are in 
need”, said Congress Vice President.

Cuddalore received very heavy rainfall over the weekend, 
resulting in severe inundation in many parts. In Chennai, 
with water receding from most parts, the focus is now on 
clearing the waste and muck and on rehabilitating affected 
people.

rahul gandhi visiTs 
rain-hiT souThern india
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APPOINTMeNTS

PUNJAB
New Appointments in Punjab 
PCC
Consequent upon the resignation of 
Sardar Pratap Singh Bajwa from the 
Presidentship of the Punjab Pradesh 
Congress Committee, the Congress 
President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has on 
27th November, 2015 appointed Capt. 
Amarinder Singh, MP as President of 
the Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee with immediate 
effect, according to AICC general secretary, Shri Janardan 
Dwivedi.

Sardar Lal Singh, MLA will be the Senior Vice-President.

She has also appointed Smt. Ambika Soni, MP as the 
Chairperson of the Campaign Committee for 2017 Punjab 
Assembly Election.

Shri Sadhu Singh Dharamsot, MLA will be the Vice-
Chairman and Shri Ravneet Singh Bittu, MP will be the 
Convener of the Campaign Committee.

New addition in Punjab PCC
Consequent upon the resolution of the Congress Legislature 
Party of Punjab, the Congress President, Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi has on 11 December, 2015 approved the following 
appointments with immediate effect, according to AICC 
general Secretary, Shri Janardan Dwivedi:

1. Shri Charanjit Singh Channi -  Leader, CLP
2. Shri Bharat Bhushan Ashu - Deputy Leader, CLP
3. Shri Navtej Singh Cheema - Chief Whip

ANDhRA PRADeSh - GOA
Addition in Andhra, Goa PCC
The Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi has on 15 
December, 2015 approved some additional names in the 
Coordination Committee, six Vice-President, nine General 
Secretaries in the Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee and 
also three President of District/City Congress Committees 
of Andhra Pradesh alongwith ten additional Secretaries of 
Goa Pradesh Congress as enclosed.

Additional names in Coordination Committee of the 
Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee.
1. Shri C.V. Shesha Reddy
2. All the Vice Presidents of APCC to be designated as 

ex-officio member of the Coordination Committee of 
APCC

Additional vice Presidents in the Andhra Pradesh 
Congress Committee.

1. Shri Nadendla Manohar
2. Shri Deva Kumar Reddy
3. Shri M. Suryanaik
4. Dr. N. Tulasi Reddy
5. Shri Vishwaprasad
6. Shri M. Ratna Kumar

Additional General Secretaries in the APCC.
1. Shri R. Swamy Naidu
2. Shri Shaik Masthan Vialli
3. Shri Chanchal Babu Yadav
4. Shri S. Shanti Bhushan
5. Shri Ravi Chandra Reddy
6. Shri Miryala Venkata Shiva Rama Krishna
7. Shri SA Sattar 
8. Shri Jairam Babu
9. Shri Meesala Rajeswara Rao

DCC and City Congress Committee Presidents of Andhra 
Pradesh.
1. Shri Panabaka Krishaiah
2. Shri Udatha Venkata Rao Yadav
3. Shri Mutyala Rao

Additional Secretaries in the Goa Pradesh Congress 
Committee.
1. Mr. Franky Pires
2. Mr. Clafacio Dias
3. Mr. Wilfred D’sa
4. Adv. Atanasio Monteiro
5. Mr. Pradip Naik
6. Mr. Manohar Shirodkar
7. Mr. Ashraf Pandial
8. Mr. Janardan Bhandari
9. Mr. Nanu Gaonkar
10. Mr. Dayanand Sopte

ODIShA
Addition in Odisha PCC
The Congress president Smt. Sonia Gandhi has on 2nd 
December, 2015 approved the proposal for appointing Shri 
Gobardhan Das, Ex-MLA as the President of Kalahandi 
District Congress Committee of Odisha with immediate 
effect, according to AICC general secretary, Shri Janardan 
Dwivedi. 

organisaTional Changes
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history of INC & AJL Ties
National Herald was a newspaper started by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and the leaders of the independence 
struggle in 1937 to give voice to the freedom movement in 
the country. It was banned by the British from 1942 to 1945, 
which Mahatma Gandhi described as “a tragedy for the 
National Movement.”In addition to Pandit Nehru, freedom 
fighters like Purshottam Das Tandon, Acharya Narendra 
Dev, and India’s first Minister for Communications Rafi 
Ahmad Kidwai were among the first subscribers and 
signatories to the Memorandum of Association of The 
Associated Journals Limited (AJL)– the company that 
published National Herald and later Quami Awaaz & 
Navjeevan.

However, the AJL was in poor financial health from its 
early days. This was evident from Pandit Nehru’s statement 
that “I will not let the National Herald close down even if 
I have to sell Anand Bhawan.”Over the years, the company 
often did not have enough money to pay the salaries of its 
employees, or pay its taxes and other dues. Therefore, from 
time to time, whenever asked, the Congress Party would 
extend a loan by cheque, to help AJL tide over its immediate 
financial crisis.

The Congress Party supported AJL over these years because 
it believed that National Herald, a part of the rich and 
vibrant legacy of the freedom struggle, had to be preserved. 
The Congress Party and AJL were also inextricably linked 
to one another since the founding of AJL in 1937. The 
Memorandum of Association of AJL states in Object 
“(t)”: "The policy of any newspaper, periodical, magazine 
or journal issued by the Company shall generally be in 
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accordance with the policy and principles of the Indian 
National Congress."Therefore supporting AJL fulfilled the 
political object and purpose of the Congress Party.

Glory of National herald
Some of the leading lights of journalism in India served 
as Editors of the National Herald from time to time, 
including K. Rama Rao, jailed in 1942 for his editorial “Jail 
or Jungle”, a member of the first Parliament of India and 
christened by Atal Bihari Vajpayeeas “the Dronacharya 
of Indian journalism”, M. Chalapathi Rau the legendary 
Editor who helmed NH for over 30 years, and was part 
of the underground press movement during the freedom 
struggle and later author-journalist Khushwant Singh. Also 
some of the prominent contributors to the National Herald 
occasionally included Maulana Azad, Sardar Patel, and 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan.

Continuing Financial Distress of AJL
Despite the editorial excellence of the paper the financial 
and business management of AJL continued to be poor. AJL 
continued to bleed financially and ran into losses year after 
year. Over approximately a decade, AJL received multiple 
loans adding up to Rs 90 crore from the Congress Party. 
A time came when AJL could not pay the salaries of its 
employees at the end of the month. In the financial year 
ending March 2008 it booked a loss of approximately Rs 
6 crores. This was followed by more losses, approximately 
Rs 34 crore in 2008-09 and Rs 2 crore in 2009-10. No bank 
would sanction AJL a loan because of the Rs 90 crore debt 
on its balance sheet. Finally, the financial burden could no 
longer be borne by the AJL itself or by its benefactor the 
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Congress Party.

Young Indian, a Section 25 Company is Formed to 
Revive AJL
It became clear that a revival plan was needed or else the 
company may have to close down. The Congress Party, 
conscious of Jawaharlal Nehru’s commitment to the National 
Herald, consulted some of the most eminent experts in 
the country on a revival plan. Their considered advice 
was to form a Section 25 not-for-profit company, Young 
Indian. Further, in order to bail out AJL and free it from 
the burden of its backbreaking debt burden of Rs.90 crore, 
this loan could be assigned to the not-for-profit company 
by the Congress Party. Thereafter, with the consent of AJL’s 
shareholders this debt could be extinguished by issuing new 
equity to Young Indian, the not-for-profit company. In doing 
so the Congress Party would rescue and revive Nehruji’s 
paper, AJL would come out of its financial distress and all of 
this would be achieved through a not-for-profit entity much 
like a Trust or Society, without even the possibility of any 
personal benefit. Conversion of debt into equity is a normal 
business practice to restore financial health of companies 
that are over burdened with debt.

The advice of the experts was approved unanimously by all 
the shareholders of AJL, present and voting in the EGM on 
21st January 2011. The loan of 90 crores was removed from 
AJL’s books in perpetuity in February 2011.  As a result, 
for the first time in decades the net worth of AJL became 
positive and the company took its first steps on the path to 
recovery.AJL was able to declare its first profit in several 
years in 2011-12 and came into the black from the red, with 
the major shareholder now being Young Indian, a not-for-
profit company. Making a not-for-profit company as the 

major share holder ensured that no shareholder or director 
could receive any benefit from the properties or income of 
AJL.

Meanwhile AJL, now able to borrow money for the first time 
in years, renovated its Delhi building. Old tenants, paying 
nominal below market rents gradually vacated the space. A 
new tenant at a market rate came to occupy a portion of the 
building. The rental incomes of the company enabled it to 
service and pay interest on the new bank debt. And the new 
bank debt, opened avenues for the company to undertake 
the long and arduous process of constructing buildings on 
its vacant leased land. In the coming years as the process of 
constructing the buildings concludes and new avenues of 
income accrue to AJL, the profits so made by the company 
will fund the prohibitively expensive endeavour of re-
launching the National Herald in the extremely crowded 
Indian newspaper market.

BJP’s Politically Motivated Attacks
However, since 2012 Mr. Subramanian Swamy and the BJP 
have launched a false, politically motivated, and vicious 
campaign to attack the Congress Party and its leadership 
and destroy the National Herald. In addition to the criminal 
litigation initiated by Mr. Swamy, the AJL & YI have been 
subjected to a witch-hunt by the Enforcement Directorate. 
Notably in August 2015 the Enforcement Directorate had 
closed the National Herald case because there was no 
evidence of any wrongdoing. But the then Director of the 
Enforcement Directorate was sacked and just a month 
later in September 2015 the case was reopened. Senior BJP 
leaders, including the Finance Minister, no less, have shown 
undue interest in this case and made frequent and partisan 
public pronouncements in the media – a clear attempt to 
influence public opinion and tarnish the reputation of the 
Congress Party and its leadership on a false pretext. v
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1. have Smt. Sonia Gandhi or Shri Rahul Gandhi 
benefited financially from Young Indian?

No. As directors or shareholders of Young Indian, a non-profit, 
Section 25 company, they are prohibited by law from drawing 
(and have not drawn) any financial benefits from the company.

2. have any assets been transferred from The 
Associated Journals Ltd. (AJL) to Young Indian (YI)?

No. All the assets and the income of AJL remain with the 
company. Not a single paisa has gone to YI, YI Directors or YI 
Shareholders.

3. Does YI today own the property owned by AJL?

No, both YI and AJL are separate entities. All assets and 
properties of AJL continue to remain with AJL. This allegation 
is akin to falsely alleging that a shareholder in Indian Hotels 
Ltd. has rights on hotel properties of the Taj Group and owns a 
particular hotel or can move into it!

4. Young Indian was created to usurp the property 
owned by The Associated Journals Ltd.?

False. On the contrary, Young Indian, being a non-profit 
Section 25 company, as the major shareholder AJL, in fact, 
enhances the safeguards on the properties of the AJL.

5. Why did the Congress Party give loans of Rs 90 crore 
to AJL?

The Congress Party financially supported AJL over several 
decades through the financial ill health of the company. This 
reflected the Party’s commitment to support AJL, the voice 
of the freedom movement. The founding document of AJL 
from 1937, i.e. the company’s Memorandum of Association, 
states in Object (t): "The policy of any newspaper, periodical, 
magazine or journal issued by the Company shall generally 
be in accordance with the policy and principles of the Indian 
National Congress." This demonstrates the inextricable link 
between AJL and the Congress Party from AJL’s inception. The 
Congress Party sought to fulfill its own objects by supporting 
AJL.

6. Arun Jaitley called Young Indian a real estate 
company. Is this true?

Absolutely false. YI does not own a single real estate asset or 
immoveable property. AJL continues to own all its assets. The 
allegation is, therefore, completely baseless.

7. Why did AJL not go to a bank in 2010 to repay its Rs. 
90 crore debt?

naTional herald faQs

There was a Rs. 90 crore loan from the Congress Party on AJL’s 
balance sheet. No commercial bank was willing to lend a single 
rupee to AJL due to the negative worth of the company, its 
meager income and its over-levered balance sheet.

8. Are political parties allowed to give loans?

Yes. There is no restriction in law on political parties giving 
loans. In fact, the Election Commission of India issued a clear 
order in this regard in November 2012. Shri Subramanian 
Swamy had sought the de-recognition of the Congress on this 
ground but his complaint was dismissed by a full bench order 
of the Election Commission.

9. how bad was AJL's financial position?

Details of profit and loss (in Rs. Lacs) are below. Please note that 
after AJL’s debt of Rs. 90 crores was extinguished in February 
2011, AJL was able to declare its first profit in several years in 
2011-12 and came into the black from the red. This was only 
as a result of the financial revival plan of AJL as conceived by 
the Congress Party.

Chart-1

10. What did AJL do with the financial support given 
by the Congress Party?

The money was used to pay unpaid salaries, VRS, taxes, dues 
to civic agencies and statutory and other liabilities/payables.

11. Why were the assets of AJL not liquidated?

The majority of AJL’s properties were government leases, 
which prohibited sale of land.

12. Were the shareholders of AJL cheated, as some 
have alleged?

All the shareholders present and voting at the Extraordinary 
General meeting in 2011 unanimously approved issuance of 
fresh equity to YI to extinguish debt of AJL. The question of 
cheating shareholders does not arise.

13. Will the National herald be revived?

AJL has every intention of reviving the National Herald 
newspaper and restoring the media voice that Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru had founded.

14. Why should a political party have anything to do 
with a newspaper?

Every political party needs to effectively communicate its 
ideology and its policies to the public at large. A newspaper 
provides a channel through which to do this. v
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sonia gandhi:  
an epiTome of  

selfless serviCe

The Indian nation and its society 
have been facing intolerance 
as a problem which surfaces 

again and again changing its face 
and dimensions. It brings out hatred, 
communalism and enmity. Sometimes 
these forces take a dangerous turnand 
for this we are compelled to pay a heavy 
price. For example, the assassination 
of Father of The Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi by Nathuram Godse; of 
Indira Gandhi by the conspirators 
of Khalistan terror; ofRajiv Gandhi 
by the international terror outfit, 
LTTE. It can be easily understood 
that the ultimate aim of conspiracies 
regarding character-assassination is 
to communicate verbal violence for 
the sake of political interests. Riots 
and violence are the by-products of 
intolerance. Today our country is 
passing through such a phase. Every 
responsible and sensitive citizen is 
worried about it. At the same time 
it is also true that India is fortunate 
enough of having such great people all 
the time who consider social harmony 
not only as their duty but as their goal. 
They are always keen to unite the 
society rather than fragmenting it.

Our country has been experiencing 
a sort of barbaric intolerance for the 
last several months. But Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi as the energetic and gifted 
ray of hope is present among us 

TRIBUTeS

with an aim to take India out of this 
turmoil and to establish the universal 
concept of “Unity in Diversity”. In 
order to achieve higher posts of 
government, politicians often go to 
any extent without taking into account 
whether the means are justified or 
not. The whole world was bewildered 
to observe that Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
humbly rejected to be the prime 
minister of India despite huge pressure 
from within and outside the Congress 
party. She respectfully expressed her 
gratitude to all and said that her aim is 
not to gain power but to serve one and 
all and the Indian national Congress is 
only the means for realizing my goal.

After humbly rejecting the Rajpath 
(path for royals) of power, Soniaji 
accepted the Janpath (path for 
common people) of service and turned 
the whole strength and power of the 
Congress in this direction. In 2004 and 
2009 Lok Sabha elections, the mandate 
was in favour of the Congress Party. At 
the instance of Soniaji, the successive 
UPA governments worked tirelessly 
for the welfare of all sections of society. 
For farmers, the minimum support 
price (MSP) of their produce was 
raised; agri-loans to the tune of 71,000 
crores were waived and the Land 
Acquisition Bill was passed. For the 
tribals and forest dwellers,theForests 
Rights Bill was passed. They got 

ownership right of 
the land possessed 
by them and also 
got the right of 
collecting and 
selling of forest-
produce. To bring 
t r a n s p a r e n c y 
and to fix 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
in government-offices, the Right 
To Information Act came into 
being. To provide employment to 
rural people in their villages and 
adjoining areas, Mahatma Gandhi 
National employment Guarntee 
Act (MGNReGA) was successfully 
implemented. National Rural health 
Missionwas formulated with an aim 
to provide medical facilities to each 
and every village. Right To education 
was meant for schoolchildren up 
to the age of 15 years, under which 
free education, free books and free 
uniforms were ensured. The Mid-
Day Meal scheme was launched 
under Sarv Siksha Abhiyan. The 
dream of the poor to get cheap and 
sufficient grains was fulfilled with 
the provisions of the Food Security 
Act. The UPA government performed 
remarkably well in the field of inclusive 
development, social justice and 
woman empowerment. For the welfare 
of minorities, the UPA government 

Suresh Pachouri

continued on page 38
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Let one thing be unequivocally clear: 
Congress Party has never been 

opposed to the idea of the Goods and 
Services Tax. Considering the original 
claim to authorship and conception of 
this law rests with us, that would be a 
disingenuous proposition. As its exponent, 
Congress advocates the creation of a 
meaningful, effective and implementable 
architecture of GST.
Yet in the last session, Congress’s 
opposition to certain aspects of the 
modified law was labelled ‘obstructive’ by those who opposed 
it for six years inside and outside Parliament. Ironically, there 
has been no variance in our position since the previous session 
but now the government seems more receptive to the idea of 
debate.
We now stand in the middle of a new winter session and it 
is important to understand the finer points of the Congress 
party’s concerns. While there are eight substantial points 
of difference, there are three core fundamentals on which 
attention is required.
First, GST rates have to be moderate and reasonable so that 
an unfair burden is not imposed on ordinary consumers. For 
this, there must be a constitutional cap on the GST rate to 
be charged  this should 
preferably be 18%.
Congress has insisted 
that an outer cap of 18% 
is reasonable as against a 
proposed rate of 24%. It 
would otherwise defeat 
the very purpose of having 
a consolidated GST which 
is to ensure that the 
ultimate amount levied is 
not onerous or oppressive 
for the final consumer.
The government argues 
that the idea of hardcoding 
this into a Constitutional 
Amendment removes 

flexibility. Perhaps. But Congress argues in response that the 
rate should be deliberately difficult to manipulate and that 
there already exists precedent for this proposition.
Given all that has been said in defence of GST by the ruling 
establishment, a fixed rate seems like a fairly reasonable idea.
Second, the levy of an ‘additional tax’ of up to 1% by 
manufacturing states over and above the GST rate not only 
leads to market distortion but it’s also an extra burden and an 
embargo on movement of goods from one state to the other.
Our representatives in the select committee have argued that 
such a levy would be counterproductive inasmuch as it amounts 
to administrative interference in the markets. Contrast this 
with the provision that requires states to be compensated for 
revenue losses and one finds a sufficient safeguard  that too for 
a period of no less than half a decade.
Third, there is the need to create a Dispute Settlement 
Authority. To understand why the existing GST Council is 
problematic when it comes to settling disputes, we may take 
recourse to a hypothetical illustration where a state such 
as Maharashtra may have an objection to the amount of tax 
revenue being returned.
The matter will be referred to the Council which will inevitably 
have Maharashtra as a member. Thus, Maharashtra will be 
deciding on the fate of its own levies. This is a violation of the 
very basic tenet of the rules of natural justice  one cannot be a 

judge in one’s own cause.
Thus there must be a 
quasi-judicial body, at 
arm’s length, comprised of 
independent individuals 
who would be qualified 
to decide upon such 
disputes. This is not a 
new proposal as it existed 
in the original GST Bill  
the 115th Constitutional 
Amendment moved in 
2011by UPA.
There are other concerns 
as well. Exempting 
g o o d s / c o m m o d i t i e s 
such as alcohol, 

baTTing for good gsT
Far from being ‘obstructive’, Congress is making sure the new law actually encourages growth

by Randeep Singh Surjewala and Muhammad A Khan

Shri Randeep 
Singh Surjewala
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COMMeNT

“International prices of crude oil have fallen to an 
unprecedented low level of $36 per barrel which is 

lowest in 11 years equivalent to year 2004 crude oil prices. 
Regrettably, Modi government is indulging in profiteering 
by imposing unprecedented taxes in shape of excise and 
customs on crude oil.
  On one hand, common man is already overburdened by 
unprecedented increase in prices of food products like 
pulses - edible oil  vegetable - flour etc.; Modi government 
is imposing the burden of additional taxes in shape of 
Service Tax (14%), Swachh Bharat Cess (0.5%) and Skilled 
Development Tax, thereby breaking the back of the entire 
populace. Instead of giving relief to people of India on 
account of reduction in International crude prices, BJP 
government earned a tax revenue of Rs.74,000 crore from 
petroleum products alone in the year 2014-15. In the year 
2015-16, Modi government has kept a tax collection target 
of Rs.1,10,000 crore on sale of petroleum products. Thus, 
BJP government that was elected on the promise of  ‘achhe 
din’ is actually taking away the lion’s share from the pocket 
of common man.
  On 26.05.2014, when Shri Narendra Modi took over as 
Prime Minister of India, International price of crude oil was 
$108.05 per barrel. Today, it has fallen to $36 per barrel. 
Refinery price of petrol today is only Rs.23.70 per litre while 
petrol is sold at Rs.60.48 per litre (price in Delhi). Hence, 
as against the final refinery pricing of Rs.23.70 per litre of 
petrol, Modi government is earning a profit of Rs.36.71 for 
every litre of petrol. Similarly, refinery price of diesel is only 
Rs.24.67 per litre while the market price is Rs.46.55 per litre 
(price in Delhi). Hence, on a final refinery price of Rs.24.67 
per litre of diesel, Modi government is making a profit of 
Rs.21.88 per litre. What is most startling is the fact while 

electricity, petroleum products and 
tobacco from the purview of GST runs 
counterproductive to the very idea of 
a consolidated goods and services tax 
being advanced. At the very least, a 
deadline should be placed for a decision 
to be taken on the fate of bringing these 
products within the architecture of GST.
The voting pattern of the GST Council 
giving a disproportionately high 
presence to central government vis-à-
vis states goes against the principle of 
cooperative federalism advocated by the 
government so often. States must have a 
greater role as ultimately, the revenues 

oil refinery earlier paid a price of Rs.6,331/- per barrel, this 
has come down to Rs.2,726/- today. Entire profit is being 
pocketed by the government instead of giving relief to the 
common man. This is also apparent from the following 
chart:-
PeTROL
  June '14 Dec'15 
  (Rs/ Litre) (Rs/ Litre)
Retail prices for people 46 60.48

Profit earned by Government 14.67 36.71 
(Tax+Company Margin+Dealer Commission)

DIeSeL
  June'14 Dec'15 
  (Rs/ Litre) (Rs/ Litre)
Retail prices for people 57.28 46.55

Profit earned by Government 01.95 21.88 
(Tax+Company Margin+Dealer Commission)

On behalf of 125 crore people of India, Indian National 
Congress demands that Prime Minister, Shri Narendra 
Modi and BJP government should pass on the benefit 
of unprecedented reduction in international prices of 
petroleum products to common man. People of India 
should not be burdened with taxes on petroleum products 
to the tune of Rs.1,10,000 crore per year. Once, prices of 
petroleum products are reduced, it will automatically lead 
to reduction in prices of food products. Rail fare, bus fare 
and all other transportation fares will automatically go 
down. Entire country would be benefited. 
We demand that Modi government must rise to the occasion, 
understand its responsibility and instead of hoodwinking the 
people with empty sloganeering fulfill its promise of  ‘achhe 
din’.”

Statement released by Shri Randeep S. Surjewala on 14th December 2015

collected are from the states and from 
the economic activities generated in 
their regime.
Similarly, a clear definition of the 
term ‘supply’ in inter-state commerce 
is essential and cannot be left to 
administrative discretion. The manner 
in which revenue trickles down to 
panchayats and municipalities needs 
to be better defined to make grassroots 
bodies true partners in our nation’s 
progress.
No one can argue that these concerns 
are less than genuine. We would be 

remiss in our duty as the principle party 
in opposition if we did not evaluate the 
impacts of a law that many perceive to be 
of supreme importance in encouraging 
economic growth.
Whether the GST Bill goes through with 
or without addressing these concerns 
will unfold in the days to come. But 
one thing of consequence has already 
been accomplished: the government has 
learned the importance of conciliation 
and engagement in a democracy. v

(Randeep Singh Surjewala is Media 
Incharge of AICC and Muhammad A 

Khan is Advocate, Supreme Court)

aChhe din ?
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vIeWPOINT

The Modi government is already 
reeling under the controversies 

related with cow and intolerance. The 
government has failed to create and 
maintain a peaceful and meaningful 
atmosphere in the country and 
it worsened with the communal 
statements issued by some of its 
controversial leaders. 

The present atmosphere of intolerance 
can be compared with the decades of 
50’s and 60’s. This fear and distress 
is the same as that of the Hindu 
Mahasabha of 1950 and Shiv Sena 
of 1960 among north Indians.” Now 
once again, RSS with the help of local 
leaders is trying to create a sense of 
fear and panic among the minorities. 
These small local leaders are getting 
bolder due to the silence of the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. They are 
attacking the soul of India with their 
statements, doings, allegations and 
is ligations and thus negating the 
diversity of India.

RSS is the only organizations all 
over the world which remains always 
busy in hatching conspiracies. RSS 
also remains active in arousing 
enimity among various seats of 
dalits and tribals. But they are more 
concerned about provoking hatred 
and fanaticism against Muslims with 
an aim to polarize Hindus. They think 
that Muslims are soft-target. These is 
no doubt that Indians have lost the 
faith of minorities in 1992 (Ayodhya) 
and in 2002 (Godhara). We have to 
change our approach and thinking 
with regard to minorities and their 
patriotism, so that all the communities 

can contribute for the development of 
the country.

Freedom fighters like Gandhi, Maulana 
Azad, Bhagat Singh had given us free 
India scarifying their lives. It seems 
that we are lacking in preserving our 
freedom. And if continues, the souls 
of lakhs of freedom fighters will weep. 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
sacrificed their lives in fighting the 
forces who wanted to disintegrate 
our country. They also fought against 
intolerance. For them, the integration 
of the country was of utmost 
importance.

BJP and RSS never participated in 
freedom struggle. Their followers are 
in support of the Britishers and also 
are opposed to the democratic values. 
Therefore, the followers of BJP and 
RSS are those who are traitors. These 
power-hungry people are fanning 
animosity between Hindus and 
Muslims and as a result of this, new 
of communal tension is coming from 
so many places. So much religious 
intolerance was never been in our 
country. The should of India is in 
sorrow seeing such kind of poisonous 
situations. No religion teaches 
treachery. No religion teaches to make 
humanity ashamed. Religion based 
politics is the main cause of present 
religious frenzy. Animosity is being 
grown and crops of terror are being 
harvested. People are in a fix. 

Today the whole world is competing 
to progress at an accelerated pace. If 
someone is going to the Mars, some 
other readying for the Pluto. Our 

intellectuals and 
scientists have 
worked hard to 
make India proud 
and to achieve 
such a place which 
the others cannot 
even think of. But 
in the name of 
conservation of 
religion, India is 
being wounded and injured. What is 
the relevance of religion if it becomes 
devoid of humanity. Followers of all 
religions should try to understand 
this. We should remember the lines of 
Iqbal, “Majab nahin sikhata aapas me 
bair rakhna, hindi hain hum, vatan 
hai Hindustan hamara.” (The religion 
doesn’t teach us to remain at enmity 
with one-another. We are Hindi and 
Hindustan is our country).

We all are one. We are sons of the same 
mother. Our methods of worshipping 
are different but our country is same, 
our mother is same. The most ancient 
civilization will bleed if she observes 
barbarianism at its worst. Come and 
join to save this great culture from 
being chopped into pieces. Don’t 
let the soul of this country to be in 
sorrow. The sentiment of “Vasudhav 
Kutumbkam” should guide us. we 
should live in unity and make our 
country an ideal nation so that the 
whole world may chant, “Saare jahan 
se achcha, Hindustan hamara”. (Our 
Hindustan is better than the whole 
world). v

Author is the Vice-President, 
Vichar Vibhag Manch, 

Rajasthan Pradesh Congress

growing inToleranCe in india:  
apprehension of a Civil-war

Prof Ram 
Lakhan Meena
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FOUNDATION DAY

Indian National Congress (as Late Prof. Bipan Chandra 
claimed) was not a party. It was the movement. A 

movement which accommodated and nurtured a range 
of ideas, ideologues and individual. It worked out a 
consensus along all the contradictory forces emerge as the 
umbrella organisation. Under its aegis, India’s struggle for 
independence sustained, strengthened and succeeded. 
It continued to operate and function with the goals of 
independence in the post-independent India. The ideas 
of a sovereign government with anti-imperialist stance. 
Secular and socialist democracy and a pro-poor orientation 
always occupied the centre of the Congress politics. From 
the Nehruvian Congress in early 1950 to Indira years 
and from a new wave of globalisation in Rajiv years to a 
sustained inclusive development today. Congress party has 
grown up with the same ideas. We can commence with the 
contributions of Allan Octavian Hume, and then move ahead 
as the developing history of the Indian National Congress.   

With beginning of British rule in India, a happy and rich 
India started becoming an unhappy and pauper India. Her 
economic condition deteriorated day by day until it became 
quite alarming. In fact, the economic condition of India was 
very miserable when the Indian National Congress was born 
in 1885. A.O. Hume, to whom the real credit for its birth 
goes, had recorded before its birth when he was a member of 
Indian Civil Service, that there was economic discontent in 
India and the government was out of touch with the people,1 
and India under the vice-reality of Lord. Lytton, was on 
the verge of revolutionary out-break due to the desperate 
attitude of the people.2 He had also recorded that the Indians 
“were convinced that they would starve and starve and die, 
that they would do something ... They were going to do 
something and stand by each other, and that “something” 
means violence.”3 The Deccan riots bore testimony to Hume’s 
warning when the riots pressed by, enhanced assessment on 
the one hand, and the demands of the money-lenders on the 

130 years of  
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other, rose against the latter, maltreated 
their persons, deprived them of their 
property and destroyed their bonds and 
books of account that evidenced their 
indebtedness.4

The idea of safety-valve was also 
approved by Lord Dufferin, although 
he made certain modifications in the 
original proposal of Mr. Hume with 
a condition that his name should not 
be divulged, so long he remained in 
India. He advised Hume that such an 
organization should not be in the nature of social assemblage 
but must hammer out question related to administration 
and should convey 

What country and the people wanted by way of redress or 
reform. In other words, Lord Dufferin wanted the Congress 
to act as a forum of India public opinion, as there existed no 
opposition party in India.5

The Congress, although initiated by liberal Englishmen 
like Hume, Wedderburn and Henry Cotton, attracted a 
large number of Indians belonging to middle class and 
particularly that of the intelligentsia. This intelligentsia 
was the product of western education and was quite at 
home with the contemporary ideologies of Europe.6 In fact 
the progressive intelligentsia, which assimilated modern 
western democratic culture and comprehended the complex 
problems of the incipient Indian Nation, were the real 
makers of modern India.

Therefore, the most important thing to note is that in all its 
phases of development, the nationalist movement was led by 
the intelligentsia. During the liberal phase (1885-1905), the 
Congress was led by such outstanding liberal intellectuals 
as Dadabhai Naoroji, W.C Banerjee, D.E. Wacha, M.G. 
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Ranade, R.C Dutt, R.N Mudholkar, Pheroze shah Mehta, 
G.K Gokhale, K.T. Telang, S.N. Bannerjee and many others. 
In the next militaint phase (1905-1919), the Congress was 
led by such great and sacrificing leaders as B.G. Tilak, B.C. 
Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai and a lot of many others. These leaders, 
whether belonging to liberal school (known as moderates) 
or belonging to militant school (known as extremists) were 
well  versed in economic, political and social ideologies of 
the contemporary Europe.

Thereafter, came the most powerful and effective personality 
on the Indian Political horizon  Mohan das Karamchand 
Gandhi. It was due to his efforts that India became a free 
nation from the yoke of British Imperialism.7 The arms and 
ammunitions of Mahatma Gandhi in this struggle for Indian 
Independence were  ‘Satya and Ahimsa’. He believed in 
Swadashi movement known as “Azadi by Khadi”.8

During the Gandhian era many popular leaders became his 
trusted followers. Motilal Nehru, Srdar Patel, Sarojni Naidu, 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, J.B Kripalani, Abul Klam Azad, Khan 
Abdul Gaffar Khan, and Raj Gopalchari were some of the 
them. But most reliable disciple of Mahatma Gandhi ws 
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru. On August 15, 1947 he became 
the first Prime Minister of independent India. First of all, 
he defused the explosive situation created by Hindu-Muslim 
riots on the call of Jinnah’s “Direct Action”.9 Jawaharlal Nehru 
was responsible for the special economics reforms policy 
vehicle  the Planning Commission of India. He also started 
five year plans. He also believed in the uplift of heavy and 
cottage industries. He was the creator of the Non-aligned 
Policy because when India achieved freedom in 1947, the 
world was divided in to two groups, the capitalist group led 
by United States of America and the communist group led 
by the USSR. He believed in the Principles of the U.N.O 
and wanted to defuse the tensions of the world through this 
and wanted to defuse the tensions of the world through this 
organisation. After the demise of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
there was a road consensus in the Congres Parliamentary 
Party to go give a chance to Lal Bahadur Shastri, to become 
the Prime Minister of India.10 

He became the Prime Minister on June 2, 1964. An 
experienced Minister in Nehru’s cabinet, Shastri was the 
first choice of the party to resolve intra  party conflicts.11 He 
wanted to strengthen India’s Military and farmer’s miserable 
condition. So he gave a good slogan “Jai Jawan Jai kisan”. 
He defeated Pakistan in autumn of 1965 when Pakistan 
launched Military action to take over certain border areas in 
Kashmir, Gujarat and Rajasthan. 

The next most powerful pillar of Indian Government and 
Indian national Congress was Smt. Indira Gandhi. Nehru was 
idealistic and visionary but Indira Gandhi was more decisive 

and pragmatic. When she became the Prime minister of 
India, she made Pakistan a very weak Country by creating 
Bangladesh in the 1971 war against Pakistan.12 She improved 
India’s relation with Soviet Union by signing a treaty with 
her in 1971. She gave a good slogan to wipe out poverty of 
India known as “ Garibi Hatao”13. She conducted a India’s 
first nuclear test in 1974. Finally, she crushed militancy 
in the Punjab by sending troops in the Golden temple of 
Amritsar.14 She was also the patriarch of green revelation. 
In fact, She was the most powerful Prime minister of India 
since independence.

After Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi the eldest son of Smt. 
Indira Gandhi became the 6th Prime Minister of India. He 
had a very clean image and hence was known as “Mr. Clean” 
in National and International Politics. He modernised the 
Indian defense forces and encouraged many youngsters 
to join Politics like Rajesh Pilot, R. Kumar Mangalam and 
Madhava Rao Sindhia. He gave good impetus to Indian 
industries and village farming. He gave good challenge to 
terrorism and fissiparous tendencies. His vision for the 21st 
century India ws a very strong dream for the uplift of our 
motherland. His foreign policy was also up to the mark and 
wanted to have India’s good relations with all other countries 
of the world. He signed a treaty with the Lankan Government 
on July 27th 1987 to establish peace and normalcy in the sub-
continent.15

The greatest contribution of Shri Rajiv Gandhi to India and 
his Congress Party was his “vision for the 21st century”. It 
was his dream to strengthen the Panchayati Raj institutions 
and he wanted to give 30% reservation to women and 
to bring it in to practice, he wanted to amend the Indian 
constitution for this purpose but failed, because he did not 
get the support of the opposition parties.16 He also initiated 
“The Jawahar Rojgar Yojna”, to provide employment to at 
least one member of every poor family in a village for 50  
100 days in a year. He wanted to, radicalize political, social 
and economic features of India in 21st century. He wanted 
to give the opportunity to youngsters in every field of the 
Indian society. He reduced the voting age of a citizen from 
21 year to 18 years.

Rajiv Gandhi repeatedly reminded the country of the 
necessity of preparing for the 21st century and took some 
dramatic steps in that direction. He spearheaded India’s 
computerization programme. Besides, stressing the use 
of modern technology Rajiv Gandhi initiated more for 
removing controls over industries and demystifying the 
budgetary process. During his tenure from 1984-1989, the 
economic growth rate was 5.5% breaking  the barrier of the 
3 to 3.5% growth rate which was the general feature of the 
Indian economy.17 In fact the intention of Rajiv Gandhi to 
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make India a super power is certainly appreciable.

The 1989 election went  against the Congress Party because 
of different reasons, but the Non  Congress Governments 
of V.P Singh and Chandra Shekher could not stay for long. 
Hence, one again elections to the lock Sabha were ordered in 
May 1991.18 While delivering his lecture at Sriperubudur in 
Tamilnadu to campaign for congress candidate on may 21th 
1991 Rajiv Gandhi was killed by  LTTE  terrorists.25 It is clear 
to us that Rajiv Gandhi was born in Congress environment, 
worked for strengthening the Congress and died for the 
revival of Congress.

Due to untiring effort of Rajiv Gandhi and his sacrifice for 
the Congress, P.V Narasimha Rao of the Indian National 
Congress became the 9th Prime Minister of India, The 
Congress had outside support by J.M.M. and the independents 
Narasimha Rao introduced highest economic growth rate in 
the Indian history.19 In 1996 election, the Congress faced 
electoral defeat but all the three succeeding governments  the 
government of Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the government of H.D 
Deve Gowda and I.K Gujral proved unstable. Once again, a 
general election was ordered in 1998. This time B.J.P. came to 
power with 24 coalition parties and the Congress was out of 
power for full six years. But in the parliamentary elections of 
2004 the Congress led U.P.A. was successful in regaining the 
power. This was all due to the untiring efforts of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi, the President of Indian National Congress.20 

Now Smt. Sonia Gandhi had a good chance to become the 
Prime Minister of India but she politely refused the offer 
and gave this post to Dr. Manmohan Singh, a well known 
economist of India. However Smt. Sonia Gandhi became 
the chairperson the United Progressive Alliance. During 
the period of Dr. Manmohan Singh and Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
(2004 to present day), the Congress government have made 
the following historical achievements in different fields of 
the Indian Society.

Then a National advisory Council was brought in to existence 
with Smt. Sonia Gandhi at the head and representatives of 
civil society groups as its members to help the government 
in policy formulation. The right to information Act (R.T.I) 
was enacted by the UPA I government of India in October 
2005.21 Mainly at the initiative of the NAC with the strong 
support of Smt. Sonia Gandhi. This Act is applied to all States 
and Union Territories of India, except the state of Jammu & 
Kashmir. This act is certainly regarded as one of the most 
Progressive Act in the history of the world. Infact after the 
right to vote, the RTI is the most timely and important step 
which has led to empowering legislations, strengthening the 
democratic Pattern of India and ensuring accountability. 

The next historical achievement of the UPA government 

is the implementation of an act known as NREGA  (Now 
MNREGA). This act was enacted on 10/09/2005 after the 
assent of the president. This Act Provides rural employment 
guarantee. 22 It has created the largest social security net in 
the world. By December 2008, more them nine crore people 
have been provided job of which women formed 48.77% 
scheduled castes formed 30.95% and Scheduled Tribes 
accounted for 24.08%23

This U.P.A government has also started a new scheme to 
improve the health of rural India. It is known as National 
Rural Health Mission of 2005. Its chief responsibility is to 
improve the quality and accessibility of primary health care 
in the villages to keep the rural people healthy and strong. Its 
chief work is to train the accredited social helth professionals 
(ASHAS). By December 2008, 6.48 Lakhs ASHAS had been 
selected and Rogi Kalyan Samitis had been established in 565 
district hospitals.24 Not only the NREGA (Now MNREGA), 
RTI  and the rural health scheme but, the U.P.A government 
has many other achievements at its credit. The Mid Day meal 
in schools in one of its best achievements at its credit. Some 
12,60,000 schools with 113,600,000 students are getting 
their Mid-Day Meal regularly due to this Act.32 The greatest 
achievement of the U.P.A. II government in recent times on 
the implementation of Food Security Act 2013. The bill of 
Food Security was passed by the Lok Sabha on 26-08-2013, 
passed by the Rajya Sabha on 02-09-2013 and assented by 
the President of India on 12-09-2013. 33 The salient features 
of this Act are mentioned below :- 

The chief aim of this Act is to see that no body dies of 
starvation. Therefore, the Act provides that 67% of the Indian 
Population shall get good grains on  very Low price.34 One 
family shall get 35 kg of grains in a month under this scheme.

This Act also Provides Nutritional Support to pregnant 
women and lactating mother. There is also provision 
for prevention and management of child malnutrition, 
implementation of schemes for realization of entitlements, 
Right to receive food security allowance in certain cases, 
Coverage of population and right of State Governments to 
prepare guidelines and to identify priority households. This 
Act also says that the “the state government shall place list of 
the identified eligible households in the public domain and 
display in prominently. 

In fact, this Act is the brain-child of Smt. Sonia Gandhi who 
wanted that nobody in India should die of starvation. India 
is first county of the world that has implemented this type of 
Act to save the poor from dying of starvation.

The Indian National Congress believes in a corruption free 
society.

Therefore, from its very birth it has been opposing the corrupt 
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practise in any field of the society. The 
recent example of this principle is 
seen in the firm determination of Shri 
Rahul Gandhi, the vice President of 
the Indian National Congress, when 
he strongly opposed the government 
move to bring an ordinance to save the 
leaders who have been sentenced by 
the court for more than two years. The 
government has no option but to retreat 
from this move. Hence, it is clear that 
Rahul Gandhi a young and dynamic 
leader of the Congress Party wants to 
keep the image of the Congress Party 
and the government as an instrument 
to crush the corrupt practices in India.

Ten years of anti-incumbency and an 
additive propaganda management by 
BJP led to an electoral defeat of INC in 
May 2014. However, BJP Government 
which had came in power on the 
promises of “Achhe Din” showed its 
true colours soon. The hassle over 
Land Reform Amendment and attempt 
to clear the passage through Ordinance 
exposed BJP’s pro-corporate and anti-
farmer ideology. Our leaders especially 
Rahul Gandhi gave a tough fight to 
the fascist ways of this government 
and forced them to retreat. This event 
again demonstrated that pro-poor 
orientation cannot be compromised 
in this country till Congress remains 
alive.   

Soon, after coming in power, BJP 
commenced showing its true 
communal and fascist character. The 
murder of rationalist and authors 
by Hindu fundamentalists was not 
criticised by the Prime Minister in 
strong words. The repeated repulsive 
statement made by cabinet ministers 
was equally disturbing.

Congress party took the lead in this all 
India protest over intolerance and made 
the protests of authors and intellectuals 
more resounding. The trust of people in 
the forces of secularism and tolerance 
was firmly established with a thumping 

victory of the grand alliance in Bihar 
Assembly elections. The people of 
Bihar rejected the communal partisan 
politics and elected the secular parties 
with development agenda. This 
crucial development affirmed that the 
following of the congress party and its 
politics is gaining weight again. In this 
victory right direction and efforts made 
by Vice President of Congress-Rahul 
Gandhi and Bihar Congress President 
Dr. Ashok Chaudhry and also local 
Congress workers contributed alot.    

Hopefully, in 2019 Indian Naional 
Congress will bounce back to save the 
pride of Indian nation and serve the 
common people of India. v
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constituted Sacchar Commission and 
implemented its recommendations. 
Under Maulana Azad Foundation, 
the poor children were provided 
scholarships.

During Lok Sabha elections in 2014, the 
BJP misled the country with its populist 
slogans and hollow promises. The reality 
of such promises has come to the fore. 
Prices of essential commodities are sky-
rocketing; there is hardly a possibility 
of the arrival of good days and the 
superficiality of bringing back black 
money has been proved. Farmers who 
feed the country are compelled to take 
the extreme step of committing suicides. 
They are not getting the justifiable 
prices of their produce. The young are 
unemployed and hence troubled and 
restless. The situation at the border is 
tense and agonizing.

Black-money to the tune of 6,000 
crores has been stashed away, 
worthless to talk about bringing black-
money back. There is a huge difference 
between what the BJP government says 
and what it does. In such a scenario, 
the people of our country are looking 
towards Smt. Sonia Gandhi with rays 
of hope dreams in their eyes.

Today is the birthday of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhi. Time has once again made 
her to stand against the government in 
power. Her service, simplicity, struggle 
and dutifulness is instilling new energy 
in the Congress Party motivating Indian 
society with new hopes. Certainly. In 
the coming days under the dynamic 
and inspiring leadership of Soniaji and 
Rahulji the Congress Party will write a 
new chapter of providing service to the 
nation and it is also in the interest of 
the country. v

(The writer is a  
former union minister.)

continued from page 31
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In the first article of this series, it was explained how 
the imperialist government made India decayed and 

deprived in every aspect. It also resulted in disintegration 
of social-fabric of our country. India got freedom on 15th 
August, 1947. But with independence, there came numerous 
serious problems. It was pertinent to find solutions of these 
problems before taking our country on the path of progress. 
India had already been divided and on the frontiers of 
newly constituted India and Pakistan, lakhs of people were 
migrating. Several parts of the country were paralysed 
by communal riots. Apart from these, India faced many 
problems like annexation of Princely States; rehabilitation 
of 60 lakhs people who came here from Pakistan; to control 
communal riots; regional and administrative unification. 
Besides political stability and maintenance of law and order, 
to strengthen administrative structure were other important 
tasks. 

The first Prime Minister of independent India, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru was the unanimous leader of Indian 
people and he had astonishing foresightedness. He was 
of the opinion that in order to take India on the path of 
progress these problems must be solved first. He said in 
1947,”First thing, the first and foremost, the very first thing 
is related with India’s security and stability.

The country was being led by the Congress Party which 
had a long list of capable leaders. These leaders observed 
that there were some important tasks like making of the 
constitution; democracy based on people’s representation; 
political system based on citizen’s liberty; formation 
of responsible state governments based upon people’s 
participation through electoral representation; labour-
reforms through eradication of semi-feudal agri-system. 

Before the newly-constituted independent government, 
there were several responsibilities as well as aims and 
targets like to stimulate national integrity; to make the 
nation strong; to make a blueprint for speedy economic 
development; to eradicate exploitations, injustices and 

inequalities and to formulate such foreign-policy which can 
protect the country as a sovereign state and to propagate the 
message of peace in a bipolar world which was threatened 
by the Cold War.

The solutions for these problems and challenges had 
to be found within the framework of values developed 
during the freedom struggle and for this there was also a 
need of national consensus. Getting independence was 
undoubtedly a great achievement but the completion of 
these tasks and responsibilities may take years or even 
decades. The countrymen and the Congress Party under 
the leadership of Pandit Nehru devoted themselves with 
optimistic approach, faith in country’s future and immense 
enthusiasm in order to eliminate immediate and long-term 
problems and challenges. The people belonging to Nehru-
Age consider themselves fortunate enough even today.

Once Pandit Nehru himself expressed such sentiment 
during his tenure, “ I am always of the opinion that in the 
long history of India, people living in this age are fortunate 
enough. I firmly believe that in this opaque world there is 
nothing more adventurous and exciting than to work in 
India”.

When the process of nation-building was started by the 
Congress Party, there were several momentous problems 
before it but at the same time it was gifted with highly 
capable and devoted leaders with great ideals. Pandit Nehru 
was a great leader in every aspect but to support him there 
was a number of leaders who had played memorable roles 
in the freedom-struggle. His deputy Sardaar Patel was at 
home in administrative jobs and was a man of firm belief. 
There were other leaders also like a learned man like Abul 
Kalaam, a man of letters like Dr. Rajendra Prasad and a man 
of astonishing talent like C. Rajagopalachari.

Apart from this, some regional leaders like G. B. Pant in UP, 
B.C. Roy in West Bengal and B. G. Kher and Morarji Desai 
in Bombay were popular, capable and idealistic.

Congress Sandesh has started a new series about the achievements of the Congress 
Party in building the nation – From the desk of editor. 

ConTribuTions of The Congress parTy 
diffiCulT To be ignored
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They were unanimous leaders of their respective regions and 
were gifted with great will-power and foresightedness. They 
were efficient enough to run the modern and democratic 
administration. They had experience of decades of 
organizing programmes and agitations, building a political 
party and participating in state assemblies. They were very 
deft in making unanimous decisions. The Congress leaders 
had led the freedom-struggle and it provided them the 
opportunity to bring different region’s ideologies and social 
segments into a joint political campaign.

Almost all the Congress leaders were of the opinion that 
accelerated economic growth and social changes were the 
need of the hour. They shared the vision of independent 
India. They were fully devoted to the democratization of 
society and politics. They totally agreed to the fundamental 
values that took a shape during freedom-struggle. On the 
basis of these values, India had to be built.

The whole world knows the devotion of Pandit Nehru to 
these values and ideals. But other Congress leaders were 
also as much devoted to democracy, liberty, secularism, 
indigenous economic development, social reforms and the 
policies regarding eradication of poverty.

After 1947, a welcome change in the interest of India came 
to the fore as the Congress Party with immense support of 
people and firm belief in democratic values turned into a 
pan Indian political party.

The Congress leaders were well aware of the fact that there 
was a need of such government which could represent 
different classes of society and ideologies and could be 
capable of implementing a common programme for 
economic development of the country. When the socialists 
and communists decided to be a part of the opposition, 
the Congress leadership inducted several prominent and 
respectable non-Congress leaders into the government. 
Though the Congress enjoyed a vast majority in the 
Constituent Assembly and there was no serious threat 
of being challenged of their claim to form or to run the 
government. Because of this, the Congress government 
turned into a national government. 

Unification of the country was a major challenge before 
the first government of independent India. Before 
independence, India’s 40 per cent area was in the possession 
of princely states. The number of such states was 56.

Pandit Nehru handed over this responsibility to Sardaar 
Vallabhbhai Patel. With a strategy of pressure and 
temptation, he very deftly annexed more than hundreds 

of small estates. In this way, under the leadership of the 
Congress Party, the process of unification was completed 
and the whole became one administrative unit.

In 1947, India was burning under the flames of communal 
riots. These riots started just after partition and within few 
months’ lakhs of people were killed and properties worth 
crores of rupees were either destroyed or looted. So at the 
very start, the government as well as Indian people had to 
face such serious problems. More dangerous was the thing 
that communal sentiment might not find a permanent 
place in our country. But Indian nationalism overcame 
this difficult situation. By and large, Indian people and 
the national leadership didn’t abandon the principles of 
secularism.

 Pandit Nehru and the Congress succeeded in taking 
control of the situation. In Delhi, law and order was 
restored by issuing shoot-at-sight order to communal 
rioters indulging in loot, arson and murder. The police and 
the army successfully took the control of the situation. The 
success of controlling riots after partition is unparalleled 
and the credit certainly goes to Pandit Nehru and the 
Congress leadership. The Congress government succeeded 
in safeguarding minorities also. So at last, 4.5 crores of 
Muslims decided to stay in India. Slowly and steadily Indian 
people maintained a distance from communal violence. In 
1950, our constitution was adopted and a secular state and 
society was founded.

Having solved immediate problems after getting 
independence, the Congress leadership took strong measures 
to strengthen democratic values in the country. Renowned 
thinkers of that age belonging to developed countries were 
of the opinion that democracy as a form of governance 
can’t be successful in an illiterate and undeveloped country 
which is divided by castes and religions. But Pandit Nehru 
and the Congress initiated the process of the making of 
the constitution and finally it was implemented on 26th 
January, 1950.

According to the principles of state policy, there will be an 
election commission and a chief election commissioner 
will head it. Giving a befitting reply to all the social and 
political thinkers of the world, the first general elections 
was held in 1951-52 and in this way democracy achieved 
a new milestone in India. The whole election process was 
completed in 4 months and it was termed as the biggest 
electoral process of the world. The most significant fact 
of this election was Pandit Nehru’s campaign. He travelled 

continued on page 53
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Khet Mazdoor Congress paid tributes 
to former Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi on her birth anniversary here on 
19th November, 2015.

The function was presided over by Shri 
Pramod Rai, Vice-President of the Kisan 
Khet Mazdoor Congress which was held 
in the old Collectorate premises.

The others who paid tributes were Shri 
Arun Singh, Shri Babban Pandey, Shri 
Virendra Mishra, Prof. Raj Kumar Das, 
Shri Rajendra Chaudhary, Shri Mohan 
Duybey, Shri Prem Prakash Pandey, 
Shri Rajendra Ojha, Shri Ashok Rai, Shri 
Ashok Chaudhary and Shri Bihari Singh 
with others.

Fruit and clothes were distributed among 
the poor.

Tributes paid to Indiraji
Patna: The Bihar Pradesh Congress 
C o m m i t t e e  S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e 
Department, led by its Chairman, Shri 
Umesh Kumar Ram paid tributes to 
the former Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi on her birth anniversary at 
the Sadaquat Ashram here on 19th 
November, 2015.

Shri Umesh Kumar Ram garlanded the 
photo of Smt. Indira Gandhi and then 
spoke on the life of Indiraji and her 
contribution for the upliftment of the 
poor and the downtrodden.

Others present were Shri Vinod Das, 
Anita Devi, Shioam Kumar, Manoj 
Kumar Poddar, Rabindra Thakur, 
Md. IstiaqAnjum, Md. Firoz Ahmad, 
Ram Sunder Thakur, Ashok Ram, 
Shamonvami Thakur, Rajesh Shukla, 
Simaran Gupta ,  Munna Thakur, 
Siddharth Kumar, Rahul Yadav, Sonu 
Pandey with others.

CHHATTISGARH
Tributes paid to  

Jawaharlal Nehru
Bhilai: The Chhattisgarh Pradesh 

K. Muthu   garlanded her portrait 
followed by floral tribute by the leaders 
and supporters of PCC   in a function 
organized at Gandhi Bhavan on 19th 
November, 2015 on her 98th birth 
anniversary. National Integration pledge 
was administrated by Smt. Shanta Singh. 
Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma President, 
Andaman Nicobar Territorial Congress 
Committee, Gandhi Bhavan, Port Blair 
was also present.

BIHAR
Tributes paid to  

Jawaharlal Nehru
Ara: The Bihar Pradesh Kisan and Khet 
Mazdoor Congress, led by its Vice-
President, Shri Pramod Kumar Rai paid 
tributes to the first Prime Minister Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nerhu on his 125th birth 
anniversary here on 14th November, 
2015. A debate was also held which was 
presided by Shri Pramod Rai. Rajendra 
Ojha. Dr. Shashi Kumar Singh and chief 
spokesperson Ghanshyam Upadhaya 
addressed the debate and spoke about the 
steps taken by Panditji for the progress 
and development of our country. 

Shri Pramod Kumar Rai said that Nehruji 
was the chief architect of India and used 
to care for the farmers andthe poor. Dev 
Kumar Singh was the chief organizer. 
Shri Virendra Mishra welcomed the 
guests while Belal Ahmed gave vote of 
thanks.

Tributes paid to Indira 
Gandhiji

Ara: The Bihar Pradesh Kisan and 

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR 
ISLANDS

Tributes paid to  
Jawaharlal Nehru

Port Blair: The PCC President, Kuldeep 
Rai Sharma garlanded the portrait 
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, former 
Prime Minister on his 126th birth 
Centenary observed at Gandhi Bhavan 
on 14th November, 2015 followed by 
floral tribute by all leaders, supporters 
and general public, Kuldeep said that 
it is his pride of saluting and paying 
humble respects to Jawahar Lal Nehruji, 
the architect of modern India. India 
of today is because of Nehruji’s ideas 

and  lifetime dedication to the nation. 
“Nehru’s life and vision, his struggles 
and his achievements were no less than 
epic.”If India is a vibrant democracy and 
the largest developing  economy today, 
it is because of the initiatives of Nehruji 
to introduce green revolution and launch 
various multifaceted developmental     
programmes, the PSUs and premier 
institutions of learning,” Kuldeep added.

Tributes paid to  
Indira Gandhi

Port Blair: Remembering the Iron Lady, 
Bharat Ratna Smt. Indira “Priyadarshini” 
Gandhi, the  former Prime Minister 
of India, a great patriot, recipient of   
J.L. Nehru award for international 
understanding and Lenin Peace Prize, 
the senior leaders Smt. Shanta Singh, 
President Mahila Congress, The Dist 
President   RV Reddy and Councilor 

STATESWATCH
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Congress Committee paid tributes 
to the first Prime Minister of India, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at Bhilai on 
8th November, 2015. The year-long 
anniversary celebrations concluded 
with a debate in the presence of AICC 
Secretary and Incharge of Chhattisgarh, 
Shri Bhakta Charan Das.

Others present in the function were 
Pradesh PCC President, Shri Bhupesh 
Baghel, Leader of the Opposition, 
Shri T.S. Singh Deo, Shri Tanradhanuj 
Sahu, MP from Durg, former working 
president, Shri Satyanarayan Sharma, 
Shri Ravindra Chaubey, former Minister, 
Md. Akbar, senior speaker and Shri 
Kanak Tiwari.

Tributes paid to Indiraji, 
Sardar Patel

Raipur: Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress, 
led by its General Secretary, Shri Girish 
Devangan, paid tributes to former Prime 
Minister of India, Smt. Indira Gandhi 
on her death anniversary here at the 
Congress Bhawan on 31st October, 2015.

Congressmen also paid tributes to Sardar 
Patel on his birth anniversary on 31st 
October, 2015. In the presence of Pradesh 
Congress President, Shri Bhupesh 
Baghel, the Congressmen garlanded the 
photos of both Indiraji and Sardar Patel.

Others who paid tributes were working 
President, Shri Satyanarayan Sharma, 
Shri Girish Devangan, Shri Shailesh Nitin 

Trivedi, Mayor Shri Pramod Dubey, City 
Vice-President Vikas Upadhaya, District 
Congress President Narayan Kurre with 
other party office-bearers.

People of Bihar more aware of 
BJP designs

Raipur: In a joint statement issued 
on 1st November, 2015, Shri Iqbal 
Ahmad Rizvi, Shri Abdul Hamid Hayat 
and former chairman of the Madarsa 
Board, Hassan Khan and Chhattisgarh 
Minority Department ex-president, Haji 
Nizamuddin said that the statement 
given by the BJP president, Shri Amit 
Shah showed his mental state and was 
given to keep their secular organizations 
happy. They said that Shri Amit Shah had 
come to know about their defeat in Bihar 
assembly elections.

The statement further said about the 
crackers and where they would be 
bursted. It said that fireworks will 
take place certainly in the house of 
disgruntled leaders Shri Lal Krishna 
Advani, Shri Murli Manohar Joshi, Shri 
Yeshwant Sinha and Shri Shatrughan 
Sinha. The statement said that the 
purpose of dividing the communities on 
the basis of caste and creed had failed and 
which was evident by their defeat and 
the people of Bihar were aware of their 
designs and did not fall in their trap.

Modi’s Jan-Dhan Yogana 
proves a flop

Raipur: Former Chief Minister of 
Chhattisgarh, Shri Ajit Jogi has alleged 
on 25 November, 2015 that the Jan-Dha 
Yogana which was launched by Prime 
Minister Modi has proved to be a flop 
scheme.

Shri Jogi said that under this scheme 
around 15 crore new accounts were 
opened and the people have deposited 
Rs 17 thousand crores but the account 
holders are not entitled to Accident 
benefit and Life Insurance policy and 
that the government servants and their 
family members are also not entitled for 

this benefit.

Shri Jogi said that many clauses were 
added later on and said the Life Insurance 
benefit and Accidental benefit will only 
be given to people who show a yearly 
transaction of Rs 50 thousand in their 
account. As this is not possible by 
everyone, therefore this scheme is a 
treachery with the people.

Shri Jogi said 8000 people have used this 
overdraft facility in the past one and a 
half years and their limit was Rs 2500. 
Of the 15 crore account holders, only 
40 thousand were entitled to various 
claims and benefit, of which 108 people 
got accident benefit while 152 got Life 
Insurance benefit.

Shri Jogi said that even the gold bond 
scheme has turned out to be a flop as 
till date only 400 grams of gold has been 
deposited and the 10 grams gold coin is 
being sold at Rs 25,500 per coin.

DELHI
400 percent salary hike to 
MLAs to put heavy burden 
on tax payers’ money - Ajay 

Maken
New Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Shri Ajay Maken 
said the Bill passed by the Aam Aadmi 
Party Government in the Delhi Assembly 
to give 400 per cent hike in the salaries of 
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its MLAs would put a heavy burden on 
the tax payers’ money. Shri Maken said 
AAP should change its name from ‘Aam 
Aadmi Party to VVIP party’ “though I 
don’t think even VVIPs get such huge 
salaries”.

A delegation of the DPCC, led by Shri 
Ajay Maken, met Lt. Governor Dr. Najeeb 
Jung at Raj Niwas on 4th December, 2015 
and sought to know whether the AAP 
Government had taken prior permission 
to pass the Bill to give a 400 per cent hike 
in the salaries of the MLAs, which will 
come from the tax payers’ money. Besides 
Shri Ajay Maken, other members of the 
delegation included Shri Chattar Singh 
and ex-Mayor Shri Satbir Singh.

After meeting the Lt. Governor, Shri 
Maken told media persons that the 
DPCC delegation met the Lt. Governor 
to find out whether prior approval 
of the President of India was taken 
for the introduction of the Bill in the 
Assembly by the AAP Government. 
Shri Maken said, Dr. Jung informed the 
delegation that only permission was 
sought by the AAP Government to seek 
the approval of the President on the Bill, 
and not the introduction of the Bill in 
the Assembly. He said the Bill involves 
financial implication, and the 400 per 
cent hike in the salaries of the MLAs 
will come from the Consolidated Fund. 

Shr i  Ajay  Maken said  the  AAP 
Government, in order to benefit its own 
MLAs, has committed an illegality by 
passing a Bill without the consent of the 
President. He said this Bill should have 
been passed only after the approval of 
the President, as now each MLA will 
get a monthly salary of Rs 2.60 lakh per 
month, which was unheard of. He said 
since the AAP Government has awarded 
themselves an annual hike of 10 per cent 
in their salaries, at the end of  five years, 
the salaries of the MLAs will go up to 
Rs 4.20 lakh per month or Rs 50 lakh 
per year.

Shri Maken said the massive hike in the 
salaries of the MLAs proves that the AAP 

does not stand to protect the interest of 
the Aam Aadmi - a constituency which 
it is supposed to represent—but is only 
keen to enjoy the fruits of power by 
casting away its ‘aam aadmi’ garb, and 
fostering a VVIP culture.

Chief spokesperson Smt. Sharmistha 
Mukherjee said, in 2013, Kejriwal 
and other MLAs of AAP had filed an 
affidafit that they would not avail cars 
with beacon lights, big bungalows and 
other facilities, as they would function as 
representatives of aam aadmi. But now, 
the Kejriwal Government has taken a 
huge U-turn from its humble declaration, 
to give the MLAs a very big salary hike, 
which would be more than the salary of 
an MP. She said this was despite the fact 
that there are 10 Assembly constituencies 
in each Parliamentary constituency, and 
surprisingly the MLAs have also been 
given huge hike in conveyance allowance, 
including foreign travel with spouse, 
though it defies logic why the Delhi 
MLAs need such a big hike in conveyance 
allowance.

Tributes paid to Nehruji
New Delhi: Delhi University Academic 
Forum paid floral tribute on the occasion 
of Birth anniversary of Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru at Lecture Hall No. 8, Faculty of 
social sciences Extension Building, on 
4/11/15. Discussion was organised on 
the occasion. The topic of discussion 
was “Role Nehru played in Nation 
building and Continuing Relevance”. 

The speakers who participated in the 
discussion included: Ajit Jogi, Member 
CWC, INC and Former IAS officer, CM 
Chattisgarh; M.K. Venu, Former editor 
of Hindu and currently editor in Amar 
Ujala Publications; Prof. Irfan Habib, 
NUEPA.

Dr. Aditya Narayan Misra, Former 
President  Federat ion of  Centra l 
Universities Teachers Association 
(FEDCUTA) and Delhi University 
Teachers Association (DUTA) was the 
Chairperson.

Dr. Iswar Dutt Vats (Assistant Professor, 
Deshbandhu College) introduced the 
theme and welcomed the speakers 
and chairperson. The speakers and 
Chairperson paid floral tributes to the 
Jawaharlal Nehruji. Dr. Chayanika 
Uniyal Panda started the programme 
and briefed about the speakers and 
chairperson.

The event was extremely informative 
and insightful, Dr. S. Irfan Habib began 
his speech by addressing the increasing 
discomfort amongst the intellectuals 
over general air of intolerance in the 
country. He pointed out that Nehru 
along with the entire team including 
Patel, Ambedkar, Naidu were dedicated 
to pluralist ethos, scientific development, 
modernist approach and cultural 
tolerance. He highlighted that even 
during the Nehru era he was faced 
with opposition communalist forces 
from within and out of the Congress, 
highlighting that antipathy to Nehru is 
not a new phenomenon. However Nehru 
was dedicated to his dream of strong, 
secular and democratic India that thrived 
on technology. He very interestingly 
brought to the audience Bhagat Singh’s 
admiration for Nehru and his ideas and 
quotes Bhagat Singh calling Nehru an 
ideal leader. He said that both Bhagat 
Singh’s and Nehru’s dream of India was 
far away from religious dogmatism and 
was centered around the idea of robust 
and modern nation.

The conference was concluded by Aditya 
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Narayan Mishra extending his gratitude 
towards the speakers, audiences and 
the team that made such a productive 
programme a success.

Sukhbir shifting blame of  
his failures on Congress:  

Capt. Amarinder
New Delhi: Rejecting Sukhbir Badal’s 
charges that Congress was supporting 
the radical and anti-national forces, 
Congress Deputy Leader in the Lok 
Sabha Capt. Amarinder Singh on 21st 
November, 2015 said that he (Sukhbir) 
was simply trying to shift the blame for 
his own failures on the Congress.

“We in Congress do not need any lessons 
on patriotism and nationalism from 
someone like Sukhbir Badal, whose 
father and Chief Minister Parkash Singh 
Badal still take pride in having burnt the 
copies of the Constitution of India during 
Khalistan movement”, he asserted.

Capt. Amarinder said, Sukhbir is only 

betraying his frustration and congenital 
obsession of blaming Congress for their 
own wrongs. “It is natural for Sukhbir 
and his father to feel frustrated that when 
Rahul Gandhi is hailed and welcomed 
with open arms across Punjab while 
going on padyatra, the Badals cannot 
even dare to venture out lest people 
thrash them like their ministers”, he said 
in a statement released here today.

The former Punjab Chief Minister said, 
the Akalis including the Chief Minister 
Parkash Singh Badal and his Deputy 
Chief Minister son Sukhbir Badal were 
unnerved over Congress popularity 
in the state and had now launched a 
malicious and slanderous campaign 
against the party and its leaders.

He pointed out, while Congress Vice-
President Shri Rahul Gandhi was 
welcomed with open arms as he walked 
through the villages in Badals’ bastions, 
they (the Badals) and their ministers 
were scared to venture out. “So much 

so every day there are reports of Akali 
leaders, ministers and legislators being 
thrashed by people out of anger”, he 
said, while remarking, “their (Badals’) 
frustration is natural”. Only yesterday, 
he added, a minister Sikander Singh 
Malukha was slapped by an elderly angry 
farmer in his home town.

The senior Congress leader pointed out, 
only a week ago Sukhbir said that the ISI 
was behind all the troubles in Punjab. 
“And now all of a sudden he has woken 
up to the revelations that Congress was 
behind all this”, he taunted the Deputy 
CM, while making it categorically clear 
that Congress is a secular and nationalist 
party which has laid down several 
sacrifices to safeguard the unity and 
integrity of the country and will never 
hesitate in doing it again if the need be.

Referring to the Sarbat Khalsa, the 
religious congregation of the Sikhs 
held at Amritsar, Capt. Amarinder 
said, the presence of huge number of 
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New Delhi: Congress delegation, led 
by Karnataka PCC General Secretary, 
Shri S.S. Prakasam, wished Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi on her 
birthday on 9th December, 2015.

Under the auspicious of the Labour 
Department of Karnataka Pradesh 
C ongress  C ommittee  under  the 
leadership of Dr. S.S. Prakasam, AICC 
member and President of State Labour 
Department, with 250 Congress Workers 
came to New Delhi to pay their respect to 
our beloved leader Smt. Sonia Gandhiji, 

Sonia Gandhi’s birthday celebrated with gaiety

contingent of Congress workers had 
a big group of performing artists of 
various folk tradition of Karnataka. 
The artists were performing Keelu 
Kudure, Kunitha, Veera Kasi Kunitha, 
Dollu Kunitha, Karadi Gombe Kunitha, 
Pattada Kunitha, Kolatada Kunitha and 
Karaga Dances. These artists showed 
their respect to beloved leader in front 
of her residence and also at the office of 
All India Congress Committee on the 
occasion of 69th Birthday of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhiji. v

Hon’ble President, All India Congress 
Committee on 9th December, 2015.

The visit of Karnataka Congress workers 
delegation on the occasion of Birthday of 
Congress President, which is an annual 
affair and this year being a special 
occasion of 69th Birthday. The departure 
will be after special pooja performed in 
various temples.

Our delegation started from Bangalore, 
Yeshwanthapura Railway station at 
09:30 P.M. on 6th December, 2015. This 
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people there was an expression of anger 
against the Badal government and not to 
support Khalistan as being projected by 
Sukhbir Badal and Khalistan protagonist 
Simranjit Singh Mann together.

“Despite the fact that both Badal and 
Mann are trying to project the huge 
turnout of people at Sarbat Khalsa 
as pro-Khalistan, it was actually an 
expression of anger and outrage against 
Badal government and that is the reason 
Sukhbir is peeved and frustrated the most 
and is trying to blame the Congress”, he 
asserted.

Capt. Amarinder said, the very fact that 
Simranjit Singh Mann was not allowed to 
speak at the Sarbat Khalsa, which Sukhbir 
claims to be an anti-national show, 
makes it clear beyond any doubt as what 
people wanted there. “Had it really been 
a pro-Khalistan congregation and not an 
anti-Badal show, why should a Khalistan 
proponent like Mann not be allowed to 
speak there?” he asked.

Referring to the presence of some 
Congress leaders at the Sarbat Khalsa, 
Capt. Amarinder reiterated, it was a 
religious and not a political or anti-
national congregation, as Sukhbir and 
Simranjit Singh Mann will try to make 
it out. So there was nothing wrong in 
anyone attending it as a Sikh. He said, it 
was not only the Congress leaders, but 
the leaders of other political parties like 
the Bahujan Samaj Party and Aam Aadmi 
Party also attended the congregation.

The Congress leader said, the fact of the 
matter is that it was during the Badal’s 
government between 1977 and 1979 
that Punjab was pushed into turmoil 
and terrorism and now it is again under 
Badal’s government that Punjab is being 
threatened by the same forces. “Even then 
they used to blame Congress as they are 
trying to blame it on us again”, he said.

HARYANA 
BJP is directionless in 

Haryana
Gurgaon: Haryana Pradesh Congress 

General Secretary, Shri Khazan Singh said 
that the 13-month old BJP government in 
the state has done no work of progress or 
development and the people of Haryana 
were feeling cheated by the present BJP 
government.

Shri  Khazan Singh said that the 
development of Haryana was first done 
by Ch. Bansi Lal who set-up a network 
of roads and provided electricity in every 
village. Then in the second phase, the 
Congress government made all-round 
development of Haryana from 2005 till 
2014.

Shri Khazan Singh said that with the 
coming of the BJP government in the 
state, there has been no development 
work and the state seems pushed back by 
atleast ten years and the people are angry 
over the working of the government. He 
said this was also on indication that the 
people have lost all charm of the BJP and 
are pinning their hopes on the Congress 
once again. Shri Singh said that Congress 
will win all the seats in Haryana in the 
next Lok Sabha elections as the people 
have lost faith in the BJP which has lost 
its direction and is like a rudder-less ship.

Tributes paid to  
Jawaharlal Nehru

Rewari: District Congress Committee 
paid tributes to the first Prime Minister, 
Pandit  Jawaharla l  Nehru on his 
125th birth anniversary here on 14th 
November, 2015.

Congressmen paid tributes by garlanding 
the statue of Nehruji in the Nehru Park. 
Haryana Pradesh Congress Secretary, 
Jawaharlal Sachdeva said that this day is 
celebrated as Children’s Day as children 

were very dear to Nehruji and the 
children called him ‘Chacha Nehru’. He 
said Nehruji was the architect of modern 
India and the development of India.

Also present were Dr. Uma Shanker, 
Naresh  Sharma,  R amji la l  Saini , 
Daulatram Prajapat, Dhaniram Prajapat, 
Devikinandan, Mahila Congress Rural 
President, Saroj Bhardwaj, Master Ved 
Prakash, Dr. Ramphal, Naresh Yadav, 
Dr. Kanwar Singh, Master Jaipal, Yashvir 
Numberdar, Bir Singh Prajapat with 
many others.

Victory of the people
Rewari: Congressmen here, led by Capt. 
Ajay Singh rejoiced at the victory of the 
Grand Alliance in the Bihar Assembly 
elections.

Capt. Ajay Singh said that this victory 
was the victory of the people and the 
victory of Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi, Shri Nitish Kumar and Shri Lalu 
Prasad Yadav.

Congressmen burst crackers and 
fireworks and were beating drums in joy. 
Capt. Singh said that the people of Bihar 
have shown the way to Shri Narendra 
Modi and his style of functioning and 
the people have rejected the BJP and 
Modiji. The people have also shown their 
protest against the rising prices of daily 
use items which the common men use. 
The people have given their vote against 
fake promises and arrogance of the BJP.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Congress holds protest march 
against PDP-BJP Government
Jammu: Accusing the PDP-BJP coalition 
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government in Jammu and Kashmir of 
having failed to address the problems 
of the people, the state unit of Congress 
on 9 November held a protest march 
as they attempted to Gherao the Civil 
Secretariat here.

Led by senior Congress leaders, including 
the JKPCC Chief G.A. Mir and former 
Deputy Chief Minister Tara Chand, 
a large number of Congress workers 
gathered at Hari Singh Park and marched 
towards the Civil Secretariat.

However, their attempt to reach the 
Civil Secretarial was foiled by a large 
contingent of state police that was 
deployed near the Jammu Bus Stand. 
They staged a protest and later court-

arrested. While talking to media, JKPCC 
Chief said that PDP-BJP coalition 
government has totally failed to address 
the problems of the people of the state. 
“Since the (BJP-PDP) joined hands, the 
miseries of the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir have increased manifolds. 
While the BJP cheated people of Jammu, 
the people of Kashmir were cheated by 
the PDP”, Mir said.

He said that all the promises made to the 
people prior to the Assembly elections of 
2014 remained unfulfilled. “One year has 
passed but they have failed to fulfill any of 
the promises, be it the problems faced by 
the border residents, be it the problems 
faced by the farmers, be it the problems 

of flood victims, be it the problems 
of refugees and Kashmir Pandits, this 
government had done nothing to address 
those problems,” JKPCC Chief said.

Congress remembers Indira 
Gandhi on her 98th Birth 

Anniversary
Jammu: Jammu & Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee paid rich tributes 
to the former Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi on her 98th Birth Anniversary 
here on 19th November, 2015. 

An impressive function was organized 
here which was presided over by PCC 
Chief Shri Ghulam Ahmed Mir while 
senior leaders of the party including 
legislators, senior functionaries of the 
party and frontal organizations attended 
the function held at Afsar Guest House, 

Shakti Nagar Jammu.

 Floral tributes were paid to the former 
Prime Minister on the occasion by the 
senior Congress leaders, who described 
Smt. Indira Gandhi as an Iron lady 
under whose leadership the country 
emerged stronger and witnessed all 
round development and progress. As the 
woman Prime Minister of the country, 
she was symbol of women empowerment 
in the country.

On this occasion some veteran leaders 
of the party who worked for the party at 
different levels and in different capacities 
during Indiraji’s time, were felicitated. 
They included Shri Amrit Malhotra-
former Chairman J&K Legislative 
Council, former MP Shri Dharam Pal 
Sharma, Th. Puran Singh-Ex-MLA 
Billawar, Com. Bhola Ram-former 
president, district Congress Committee 
Rajouri, Com. Jaswant Singh, a well 

known Gandian and Trade Unionist.

The JKPCC had organized an essay 
competition on the life and contribution 
of Smt. Indira Gandhi, in which around 
5,000 children up to 16 years of age 
from various parts of Jammu province 
contributed their essays and write ups. 
A jury comprising academicians and 
a senior journalist adjusted the best 
write ups. Those ranked 1st, 2nd  and 
3rd  besides ten other top participants 
were presented the awards of excellence 
and token amount of cash reward.

Sonia Gandhi’s birthday
Jammu: Pardesh Mahila Congress 
celebrated the birthday of Smt. Sonia 
Gandhiji, President All India Congress 
at Jammu Public School, Jammu. Smt. 
Indu Pawar presided over the function 
and sweets were distributed amongst 
the children.

Drawing competition was organised at 
the school and sweets were distributed 
amongst Children. Warm clothes were 
also distributed to poor women.

PDP led alliance humiliated 
flood Victims.  G.A. Mir

Srinagar: Rejecting the relief package for 
flood affected people announced on 13th 
November, 2015 by the Government, 
JKPCC Chief G. A. Mir accused Coalition 
Government for ignoring   flood affected 
people of J&K State. It is a cruel joke 
with the flood affected people and is an 
insult to the injuries of affected people of 
Jammu and Kashmir, he said.

PCC Chief said that mere Rs. 3.00 Lacs 
for fully damaged Pacca houses, Rs1.50 
Lacs for fully damaged Kacha houses, 
1.00Lacs for severely damaged Pacca 
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houses and Rs. 50.00 thousand for 
severely damaged  Kacha houses is half 
baked relief package and is an insult to 
the injuries of people who have suffered 
heavily  due to Sept 2014 deluge, he said.

The biggest irony on the part of Coalition 
Government led by PDP, PCC Chief 
said that Coalition Government led 
by PDP has betrayed people of Jammu 
and Kashmir for the sake of coming 
into power. Tall  claims by Mufti 
Mohammad  Syed about rehabilitation 
of flood affected was a political gimmick 
to secure votes from the people in the 
valley, he said.

PCC Chief said that keeping in view 
all aspects with regard to intensity of 
damages caused to houses and business 
establishment due to Sept 2014 deluge, 
Congress Party had projected a demand 
of Rs. 09.00 Lacks for fully damages 
houses, 6.00 Lacs for Severely  damaged 
houses and Rs. 3.00 Lacs for partially 
damaged houses with the central 
Government, but the PDP led coalition 
Government has let down the people in 
every respect and has triggered a sense 
of insecurity among the victims leaving 
them humiliated, he said.

G.A. Mir also expressed his anguish 
over for completely leaving out a huge 
population who were affected by the 
floods and were provided a paltry sum 
of Rs. 3800.

Recalling the Uttarakhand tragedy, 
PCC Chief said that UPA Government 
provided 8.00 Lacks to fully damaged 
houses, 6.00 Lacks to severely damaged 
and 3.00 lacks for partially damaged 
houses, but the package announced by 
Mufti Mohd Syed today is a complete 
deception and jugglery of words by State’s 
Finance Minister.

PCC Chief said that Congress led 
Government in the State provided 2.50 
Lacs to every household affected by the 
earthquake in 2005 and in addition to 
that provided every facility required by 
them.

Congress Party committed to 
strengthen people

Srinagar: Describing Congress Party as 
an instrument of service to the people, 
JKPCC Chief G. A. Mir urged Party 
Cadres to remain steadfast in serving 
the people to the best of their ability, 
for the fact, Congress Party has always 
worked for strengthening people and 
resolving the problems the people are 
facing people in any part of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir. PCC Chief was 
addressing a one day party Convention 
of Block Teetwal.

PCC Chief urged the Party workers to 
reach out to the people for resolving of 
issues confronting them in any respect. 
He said Congress Party has never 
indulged in discrimination and has 
defeated those who are discriminating 
with the people merely on political lines. 
Congress Party would continue to fight 
against discrimination with the people by 
the Coalition Govt. We have fought and 
would continue to fight against injustice, 
for the fact, Congress Party represents 
aspiration of the people in a true sense, 
he said.

PCC Chief told the Party Workers that 
Congress Party would continue to play 
its role as a responsible and constructive 
opposition for the resolving of the issues 
confronting people in the entire State 
of J&K.

Hitting out at the Coalition Government 
for failing to addresses basic issues facing 
J&K State, PCC Chief said that PDP BJP 
Coalition is discriminating with people 
on political lines to save their sinking 
boat, but he felt confident that Congress 
Party would continue to fight against anti 
people policies of Coalition Government, 
he said.

Expressing concern over the rising 
unemployment, he said unemployment 
is a big issue and Coalition Government 
led by PDP has failed to tackle it, rather 
they are creating more unemployment 
due to its wrong policies. There is a 

need for immediate remedial measures 
to be taken up for curbing problem of 
unemployment, he said.

MLA & Vice President JK PCC Haji 
Abdul Rashid Dar while speaking on 
the occasion     accused coalition for its 
approach towards the people living 
in far flung areas, he said Coalition 
Government should not discriminate 
with people on political lines and 
warned that it is fraught with dangerous 
consequences.

Among others who spoke on the 
occasion included Spokesperson Farooq 
Andrabi, General Secretaries Shoiab 
Nabi Lone, Surinder Singh Channi, 
District President Farooq Mir, Fayaz 
Ahmad Malik and others.

MADHYA PRADESH
Tributes paid to  
Indira Gandhi

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Congress paid 
tributes to the first lady Prime Minister, 
Smt. Indira Gandhi on her 98th birth 
anniversary in the party office here on 
19th November, 2015. Floral tributes 
were paid by garlanding the photo of 
Smt. Indira Gandhi and the Congress 
leaders took a pledge to make the 
Congress Party strong.

Others who paid tributes included 
organization general secretary, Shri 
Vijendra Singh Rathore, Senior Leader, 
Shri Ashok Jain, Smt. Abha Singh, Shri 
Om Raghuvanshi, Smt. Shashi Rajput, 
Shri and Kailash Mishra. Shri Zahir 
Ahmad conducted the programme.
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Withdraw VAT,  
stop recovery of debt

Bhopal: Former leader of the Opposition, 
Shri Ajay Singh has asked the Chief 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shri Shivraj 
Singh Chauhan to immediately withdraw 
the increased VAT on petrol and to stop 
money laundering on his self branding.

In a statement issued here on 25 
November, 2015, Shri Ajay Singh said 
that the Chief Minister is busy wasting 
crores in self branding and emptying the 
treasury and he has started the campaign 
of recovery to collect bad debt from the 
farmers.

Shri Singh said that the Centre has also 
not given the share of the state relief for 
drought and other natural calamities 
because of which all developmental work 
in the state has come to a standstill.

Jhabua victory celebrated
Gwalior: City Congress Committee, 
led by its President, Dr. Darshan Singh, 
rejoiced at the Congress Bhawan here on 
24th November, 2015 and danced and 
distributed sweets over the victory of the 

Congress in the Jhabua Lok Sabha seat 
bye-election.

Dr.  Singh thanked the Congress 
President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Congress 
Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi and 
former Union Minister, Shri Jyotiraditya 
Scindia. He said that the influential 
speeches of Shri Scindia had powerful 
impact on the people of Jhabua and 
Ratlam which recorded a historic victory.

Tributes paid to  
Nehruji, Indiraji

Jabalpur: Madhya Pradesh Congress 

Scheduled Caste Department paid 
tributes to the first Prime Minister 
of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on 
his birth anniversary here on 14th 
November, 2015.

Congressmen also paid tributes to 
former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on 
her birth anniversary on 19th November, 
2015. The function was presided over by 
SC Department President, Shri Tarun 
Rohitas.

Also present were Arun Pawar, Rajesh 
Sonekar, Krishna Sayan, Rajumori, Ajaj 
Ali, Kapil, Sunil with others.

Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru
Jabalpur: The City Congress committee 
paid tributes to the first Prime Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his 125th 
birth anniversary here on 14th November, 
2015. Congressmen garlanded the statue 
of Nehruji and thereafter a debate was 
also held.

Former City Mayor, Shri P.N. Dubey 

was the Chief Guest at the debate 
and former District president, Shri 
Rupesh Patel was the guest of honour. 
City Congress president, Shri Dinesh 
Yadav presided over the function. Smt. 
Gitasharad  Tiwari, Sanjay Yadav, City 
Mahila Congress president, Rekha Jain, 
Kailash Tiwari, Mukesh Rathor also paid 
tributes while Satish Tiwari conducted 
the function and City Scheduled Caste 
Department chairman, Tarun Rohitas 
gave the vote of thanks.

Senior Congress leader and laureate, Shri 
Rajendra Ratan spoke about the love of 
Nehruji through his song. Others present 
were Vivek Awasthi, Sachin Yadav, 
Anurag Gadawal, former councilor 
Bhagatram Singh, Balvinder Maan 
Kaur, Madan Laria, Amrish Mishra, 
Smt. Meera Jaiswal, Golchaji, Manoj 
Seth, P.P. Patel, Guddu Chaubey, Manu 
Aggarwal, Vinod Sharma, Raja Pandey, 
Shyam Solanki, Pratik Yadav, Kapil Raj 
and others.

MAHARASHTRA 
Protest in a novel way

Mumbai: Mumbai Regional Congress 
protested against the rising prices, 
particularly the price of Arahar Dal in a 
novel way here on 12th November, 2015.

District Congress president Shriniwas 
Tripathi said that the Congress gifted 
a packet of Dal to all BJP leaders in 
their office. Shri Tripathi said that the 
Congressmen will take this campaign to 
the district and block level.

Others in this campaign were district 
secretary Vijay Tiwari, Mahesh Lipcha, 
Popat Tiwari, Amin Sheikh, Rajesh 
Gupta, Sudhir Waradkar, Munna Sheikh, 
Lolarak, Chand Hallalur and Rohit 

NeWS
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Upadhaya.

PUNJAB
Capt. Amarinder made 

Pradesh President
Chandigarh: The newly appointed 
Punjab Congress President, Capt. 
Amarinder Singh on 27th November, 
2015 thanked the Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and the Vice-
President Shri Rahul Gandhi for reposing 
faith in him to lead the party in the state.

He expressed confidence that he will 
come to their expectations alongwith 
those of the people, party workers and 
leaders across the state as all of them saw 
hope in the Congress. He said, he will 
take everybody along and the Congress 
will fight the elections with complete 
unity and full strength.

In a special message to the youth in 
particular, Capt. Amarinder promised to 
usher in a new era of hope and prosperity. 
“I know with the closure of industry, 
economy has slid down and there are no 
jobs”, he told them, adding, “it is matter 
of one year more, when Punjab will be 
re-launched on the path of progress and 
glory and where everyone whether an 
educated youth, a farmer, a trader, an 
industrialist or an employee will feel 
proud, confident and happy”.

He said, people of Punjab are eagerly 
waiting for the 2017 elections to bring 
Congress back to power after about a 
disastrous decade under the Akali-BJP 
rule which has seen Punjab sliding on 
all fronts whether “social, political, 
economic, agricultural or industrial”.

The Punjab Congress President said, 
his top most priority will be to restore 
the faith and confidence of people in 
the political leadership as the Akali-BJP 
alliance has badly failed them. He said, 
people of Punjab were disillusioned and 
had lost all hope and were looking up to 
Congress to come back.

“So much so people are not prepared to 

see the face of Akali leaders and ministers 
and they cannot venture out without extra 
security”, he said, while pointing out how 
even their ministers were being thrashed 
by the angry public. He promised to hold 
them accountable for all their sins of 
omission and commission.

“Youth are disillusioned and a number 
of them are falling prey to the drugs, the 
farmers are committing suicide while the 
industry is shutting down or moving out”, 
he pointed out, while remarking Punjab 
had not witnessed such on atmosphere 
of uncertainty and hopelessness even 
during the dark days of militancy.

Capt. Amarinder reiterated that the 
entire rank and file of the party was 
united in Punjab and everybody was 
sensitive and serious about throwing out 
the Akali-BJP government and bringing 
Congress back to power. “While the 
beginning has already been made from 
Bihar where Congress made impressive 
gains, Punjab will set new records in 
electoral history of the country”, he 
asserted.

Bihar gives decisive mandate 
against divisive forces: Bajwa
Chandigarh: The Punjab Congress 
President Shri Partap Singh Bajwa, 
on 8th November, 2015 welcomed the 
crushing defeat given by the people of 
Bihar to the divisive forces commanded 
by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi and complemented the party 
vice-president Shri Rahul Gandhi for 
his political acumen and foresight for 
stitching a strategic alliance of secular 
forces that has stonewalled the Hindutava 
bandwagon which is determined to turn 
the clock back and are destroying the 
secular fabric of our country.

He said that the Prime Minister 
addressed more than 30 rallies in Bihar 
which was unprecedented and had 
made it a prestige issue. Shri Modi 
has devalued the office of the Prime 
Minister in this process by attempting 
to push forward his divisive agenda. He 

lambasted senior Bharatiya Janata Party 
leaders like the party chief Shri Amit 
Shah for spreading the politics of hate. 
Shri Shah went to the extent of making 
reprehensible statements by dragging 
the name of Pakistan and attempted to 
alienate sections of society by creating a 
communal atmosphere in the run up to 
the elections. He said his statement that 
the victory of secular forces would lead 
to fireworks in Pakistan is reflective of 
his warped mindset and the people of 
Bihar have given him a befitting rebuttal.

Shri Bajwa asserted that it was Shri Rahul 
Gandhi who had facilitated the alliance 
between Shri Nitish Kumar and Shri Lalu 
Parsad Yadav to unite on the common 
agenda of defeating regressive and 
fundamentalist forces which are inimical 
to the idea of India. He said Shri Modi 
had misled the people during the Lok 
Sabha elections and had showed them 
false dreams but the bubble had now 
burst and his real face stands exposed 
that has led to the victory of good over 
evil. Shri Bajwa added that the land 
of Gautam Buddha has resoundingly 
defeated the fascist forces and have 
reiterated and reinforced the importance 
of the ideals of secularism, tolerance, 
liberty and freedom.

Bihar result has shown the 
way, Punjab will also follow 

the same: Bittu
Chandigarh: The victory of Maha 
Alliance in Bihar and the way BJP 
has been routed out will have clear 
repercussions on the coming Punjab 
Vidhan Sabha elections. Lambasting 
the Shiromani Akali Dal and BJP 
government in Punjab S. Ravneet Singh 
Bittu, Member of Parliament (Ludhiana) 
in a statement said on 8th November, 
2015 that the Bihar Vidhan Sabha 
results have shown the door to the so 
called “Modi Charisma” and now this 
will replicate in Punjab also. Although 
in Bihar they managed to get double 
figure but in Punjab this alliance of SAD- 
BJP will not get even a single seat. The 
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Modi government announced special 
package for the Bihar right before the 
elections but the people of this country 
have understood the communal design 
of the BJP. The people of Bihar have 
out-rightly rejected the saffron party, 
instead gone with the Maha Alliance. 
This result will significantly affect the 
poll prospects of the all the parties in 
the coming Punjab and Uttar Pradesh 
Vidhan Sabha elections which are on 
the way just one and half year ahead. The 
way this saffron party is playing with the 
sentiments of every caste of the society, 
they will be facing more wrath of people 
in the coming times too. 

Congratulating the Congress President 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and the Congress 
vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi for 
their victory in Bihar, S. Ravneet Singh 
Bittu said that this was the political 
masterstroke of our Vice President to 
join the Maha Alliance in Bihar and 
go in the elections. The result has also 
given a steep rise in the number of seats 
of the Congress Party in Bihar. This has 
been possible with the vision of our 
Vice President. Now our dynamic Vice 
President is replicating the same too 
in Punjab too. His recent visits to the 
Malwa belt proves that the Congress high 
command is seriously thinking about the 
political prospects of the party in Punjab 
Vidhan Sabha elections also. There has 
been big revolt of the people from every 
caste against the ruling Shiromani Akali 
Dal and BJP Government which is at the 
helm of affairs for the last nine years. The 
Congress Party under the dynamic vision 
of Shri Rahul Gandhi will form the next 
government in Punjab.  

RAJASTHAN 
Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru

Pali: The District Congress Committee 
paid tributes to the first Prime Minister 
of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his 
125th birth anniversary here on 14th 
November, 2015.

District Congress President, AjizDard 

garlanded the statue of Nehruji in the 
Nehru Park at Surajpal crossing and paid 
floral tributes.

District Congress Media incharge, 
Ameen Ali Rangrez addressed the 
gathering at Rajiv Gandhi Memorial 
Hall and garlanded the photo of Nehruji 
and then spoke about the role of Nehruji 
in the making of the country after 
independence.

Others present were, Shri Nihalchand 
Jain, Madan Singh Jagarwal, Shri Ameen 
Ali Rangrez, Munnalal Parihar, Mangu 
Singh Dudawat, Deputy leader of the 
Opposition, Jannat Khakar, Shamim 
Khatri, Sharmila Rajpurohit, Mohan 
Sukhodia, Sukhdev Banjara, Zakir 
Sheikh, Azuruddin, Chunnilal, Rizwan 
Abbasi, Samander Singh, Sohan Prajapat 
and Anwar Khan with others.

UTTAR PRADESH
Peace March taken out in 

Uttar Pradesh
Lucknow: Looking at the communal 
incidents in various parts of the state 
and the way social harmony is being 
disturbed, the UPCC, on the call given by 
UPCC president, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, has 
decided to take out peace march in every 
district on 31st October, 2015, on the 
martyrdom day of Smt. Indira Gandhi 
and the birth anniversary of Sardar 
Patel. Senior Congress leaders led the 

peace march in Division headquarters 
and asked the people to maintain peace 
and stay united.

Dr. Khatri led the peace march in Basti 
district where he said that intolerance 
was being spread in the country and the 
society and the way some communal 
incidents have taken place in various 
places, an effort is continuously being 
made to spoil the social fabric and which 
can prove very dangerous for our society 
and the country. Dr. Khatri said that SP 
and BJP are hand in glove in the state and 
are playing politics of garnering votes 
and are encouraging fascist forces and are 
polarizing voters. The lathi-charge that 
took place in Varanasi and only Congress 
MLA was arrested is unfortunate and 
deplorable. The way communal incidents 
have happened in almost 20 districts have 
hurt the Ganga-Jamuna culture. All the 
people have to live together in peace and 
maintain cordial relations and only then 
these fascist forces can be given a strong 
reply. The march was from Kateshwark 
Park to Gandhi Kala Bhawan and district 
president Shri Virendra Pratap Pandey 
was also in the peace march.

Similarly, City Congress took out the 
‘Peace March’ in Lucknow district which 
was led by former Union Minister, 
Shri Sri Prakash Jaiswal, former Union 
Minister Shri Jatin Prasad and Shri 
Pramod Tiwari, MP who are spreading 
awareness among the people to maintain 
peace. The way communal forces are 
raising its head, the responsibility of the 
Congress Party becomes all the more 
important to maintain cordial relations.

In the same way Dr. Rita Bahuguna 
Joshi led the peace march in Gorakhpur, 
Scheduled Caste Commission Chairman 
Shri P.N. Punia led in Muradabad, Shri 
Nasib Pathan led in Jhansi, former 
Minister Shri Pradeep Jain Aditya led in 
Saharanpur, Shri Gajraj Singh in Banda, 
Shri Gayadin Anurag in Allahabad, MLA 
Daljit Singh in Azamgarh, former MP 
Dr. Santosh Singh in Varanasi, former 
MP Shri Zaffar Ali Naqvi in Meerut, 
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former MP Havendra Mallik in Aligarh, 
former Minister Shri Satish Sharma in 
all district and City headquarters with 
senior leaders.

Labour Cell Chairman Irshad Ali 
distributed sarees and blankets among 
poor women in the party headquarters.

Tributes paid to Pandit Nehru
Lucknow: Tributes were paid to the 
first Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru on his 125th birth anniversary 
at the UPCC headquarters here on 14th 
November, 2015. The function was 
presided over by UPCC President, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri who garlanded the photo 
of Pt. Nehru while Shri Harish Bajpayee, 
former MLC and treasurer of the UPCC 
conducted the function.

Addressing the people, Dr. Khatri 
said that Panditji was the architect of 
modern India and made India self-
sufficient economically, socially and in 
all segments. He contributed his might 
in the development of the country and 
followed the principles of Panchsheel.

On the occasion, Congress leader of the 
Vidhan Mandal, Shri Pradeep Mathur, 
Congress Vidhan Parishad leader, Shri 
Naseeb Pathan, former Minister, Shri 
Ramkrishna Dwivedi, former Minister, 
Shri Satyadev Tripathi, former MLC, 
Shri Shivraj Mehndi and others paid 
floral tributes and spoke on the life of 
Pt. Nehru.

This day is also known as Bal Diwas where 
general knowledge competition was held 
for students in which 789 competitors 
participated. The winner, Mansuri, was 
given a laptop while Sanjeev Shukla was 
second and Kumari Animika came third 

and were awarded Tablet. Others winners 
were given mobiles and wrist watch. The 
prizes were given by Dr. Khatri, Shri 
Pradeep Mathur and Shri Naseeb Pathan.

Protest against non-payment 
of dues to cane growers

Lucknow : On the  ca l l  g iven by 
UPCC President, Dr. Nirmal Khatri, 
Congressmen staged protest dharna at 
all district headquarters in the State on 
18th November, 2015 against the various 
problems of the sugar cane growers.

In Lucknow, Dr. Khatri was present in the 
dharna at the statue of Gandhiji.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Khatri 
said that the cane growers were living in 
starvation as the arrears of their produce 
of last year which was sold at Rs. 280 
per quintal has not yet been paid. He 
said that in the last Assembly elections, 
the Samajwadi Party had promised in 
their manifesto that the MSP would be 
raised to Rs. 350 per quintal but it has 
not been revised till date. Dr. Khatri 
said that the compensation for crop 
destroyed by hailstorm has also not 
been paid and because of continuing 
drought, the Kharif crop has also been 
destroyed but neither the Centre nor 
the State Government has made any 
announcement for paying compensation.

He said that today’s protest dharna was 
a warning to the State Government and 
if not resolved soon, the Congress Party 
would take up the issue of the cane 
growers in a more vigourous way.

Prominent ly  present  were ,  Shr i 
Ramkrishna Dwivedi, Shri Harish 
Bajpayee, Shri Vinod Chaudhary, 
Shri Virendra Madan, Shri Subodh 

Srivastav, Shri Maroof Khan, Shri 
Amarnath Aggarwal, Shri Narendra 
Gautam, District President, Shri Gaurav 
Chaudhary, City President, Shri Bodhlal 
Shukla, Smt. Nutan Bajpayee, Smt. 
Santosh Srivastav, Smt. Sarles Rawat.

Tributes paid to  
Indira Gandhi

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee paid tributes to former 
Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi 
on her birth anniversary here on 19th 
November, 2015. UPCC president, Dr. 
Nirmal Khatri presided over the function 
which was started by garlanding the 
photograph of Indiraji while Pradesh 
Congress treasurer, Shri Harish Bajpayee 
conducted the programme.

While addressing the Congressmen Dr. 
Khatri said that the present political 
situation is not only adverse for the 
Congress but also for the country 
because the fascist forces are raising 
their head that have spoilt the image of 
India globally.

Shri Pramod Tiwari, MP, said that as 
long as Bangladesh was on the map of 
the world, Smt. Indira Gandhi would 
be remembered and which makes the 
people of India feel very proud.

Others who paid tributes were former 
minister  Dr.  Ammar Rizvi ,  Shri 
Ramkrishan Dwivedi and Shri Satyadev 
Tripathi who also spoke about the 
personality of Smt. Indira Gandhi.

Prominently present were former 
minister, Shri Rajbahadur, former MLA, 
shriShyam Kishore Shukla, Shri Fazle 
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Masood, Shri Satish Azmani, former 
MLC, Shri Rakesh Mishra and Smt. Bina 
Duggla, Chief organizer of Sewa Dal, 
Dr. Pramod Pandey, Shri Gyanendra 
Pratap Singh, Shri Hanuman Tripathi, 
Shri Subodh Srivastav, Shri Onkarnath 
Singh, Shri Pramod Singh, Shri Maroof 
Khan, Shri Sanjiv Singh, Ch. Satyavir 
Singh with others.

Labour and Mazdoor Cell president, Shri 
Irshad Ali led the Indira Priyadarshani 
Padyatra from Burlingtan Crossing to 
the Congress office.

Tributes paid to  
Maulana Azad

Lucknow: Congressmen paid tributes 
to the great freedom fighter and the first 
Education Minister Dr. Abul Kalam 
Azad on his 127th birth anniversary. A 
function was organized by the UPCC 
Minority Department chairman, Hazi 
Shiraz Mehndi who garlanded the 
photo of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.

Addressing the people, former Minister, 
Dr. Ammar Rizvi said that Maulana 
Azadj i  d id  the  work  of  making 
secularism strong and his contribution 
in the field of education cannot be 
forgotten.

Hazi Shiraz Mehandi, who presided 
over the function, said that by taking 
inspiration from the life of Maulana 
Azad, we can help in keeping the 
country and the society intact.

Pradesh General  Secretar y,  Shr i 
Hanuman Tripathi and Shri Maroof 
Khan said that as we are celebrating his 
anniversary, we should also follow his 
ideals and his teachings.

Rejoicing Bihar victory
Firozabad: City Congress Sewa Dal 
president, Shri Narul Huda Lal Raine 
Gandhi, led Congressmen in rejoicing 
the victory of the Mahagathbandhan in 
the Bihar assembly elections.

O n  9 t h  N o v e m b e r,  2 0 1 5 ,  t h e 
Congressmen danced in joy at the 

Sadar Bazar Bridge and distributed 
sweets among the people. Shri Huda 
said that this was a historic win for 
Congress Alliance and congratulated 
the people of Bihar for not falling in 

the trap of Narendra Modi for showing 
false dreams.

He said that the people of the country 
want to live in peace and cordial 
relations and do not want communal 
disturbances. Shri Nurul Huda said 
that it is the turn of UP in 2017 and I 
compliment Congress president Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
and Shri Raj Babbar to repeat this 
performance in Uttar Pradesh.

Others present were Dilshad Raine, 
Imran Qureshi, Nasir Ahmad, Shakeel 
Ahmad, Dr. JP Verma, Vikar Admad, 
Chand Qureshi, Shubar Ali, Imran Ali, 
Jahid, Aarti Mishra, Bhura Farookhi, 
Afsar Ahmad Ansari, Ajay Sharma, 
Saurabh, Sonu, Javed, Reena and 
Nadeem.

Alliance victory celebrated
Meerut: District Congress Committee 
Vice-President Mohd. Imran and 
Rikin Alluwalia in the leadership of 
Haji Ishrat celebrated the victory of 
the Great Alliance in Bihar Assembly 
Elections over the BJP here on 8th 
November, 2015.

The Congressmen distributed laddus 
at Ghantaghar and later burst crackers 
and fireworks. Mohd. Imran said that 
this victory was of the people of Bihar 
and of their unity and their cordial 
brotherhood. This victory was a victory 
of secular forces over the forces of 

egoism.

The Muslim voters have exposed 
the true face of Shri Owaisi and Shri 
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Other present were Ch. Shamshuddin, 
Fazlu Pehlwan, Hazi Ayub, Rohtaish 
Bhaiya, Aftab-lossiwala, Narendra 
Aggarwal, Shaeb-Sabri with others.

Tributes paid to Pt. Nehru
Meerut: In the leadership of Mohd. 
Imran the Congressmen paid tributes 
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his birth 
anniversary on 14th November, 2015.

On the occasion, a sapling was planted 
in his memory in Sheed Memorial. 
The day is also celebrated as Children’s 
Day as Pandit Nehru was very fond of 
children.

Shri Imran said that our country was 
facing economic crisisbut our Prime 
Minister is busy in foreign visits. He is 
not bothered on the rising prices. Dal 
(pulses) has disappeared from the food 
of the poor, added Shri Imran. v
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a distance of 40,000 KMs and addressed about 3.5 crores voters. He made 
communalism as an important issue of his campaign. He declared that at this 
point of time, the biggest fight is between secularism and communal forces 
since communal forces pose the most serious threat to India’s integrity.

The first general elections was also significant in the sense that people were very 
enthusiastic regarding the new political system. The common man was well 
aware that his vote was very precious. High percentage of voting was recorded 
from both urban and rural areas and schedule castes and schedule tribes also 
participated in large numbers. Women’s participation in the electoral process 
was another achievement. About 40 per cent used their electoral rights. 

The first general elections was completed free and fair and the whole world 
admired it. Dr. Rajendra Prasad as President and Dr. S Radhakrishnan as 
Vice-President were elected and the whole election process was successfully 
completed. In this way, Pandit Nehru’s and the Congress’ faith in democracy 
was proved correct. The country marched on the path of communal harmony 
and democracy.

Pandit Nehru also favoured the decentralization of power as enshrined in our 
constitution. After the first general elections, the Congress led government 
followed the provisions of federalism. Pandit Nehru wanted to make state 
governments stronger. He never thrust his decisions upon states and never 
tried to interfere in their policy-matters. He gave Pradesh Congress committees 
a free hand to elect their leaders. At times, he gave an advice, direction or 
request but he always did so within his constitutions limits.

Pandit Nehru and the Congress Party always considered and respected 
Parliament as the supreme body. Parliament became a place for expressing 
people’s concerns and opinions. Pandit Nehru always remained present during 
the Question-Hour. Because of the approach and behavior of the Congress 
leaders towards Parliament, the opposition too played its constructive role.

Parliamentary discussions touched a new high and thus it became the 
supreme body. Though the Congress Party was in a dominating role, the 
role of the opposition also became prominent. Pandit Nehru himself used to 
provide space and respect to the opposition and always remained sensitive to 
criticisms of the opposition. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and the Congress leadership provided human rights 
a strong foundation. Despite the fact that the press used to criticize the 
government vehemently, freedom of press was ensured. The freedom of the 
judiciary was also ensured so that it can function without being partial.

On the whole, it can be said that under the leadership of Pandit Nehru, the 
Congress Party and its leaders founded such a democratic system without 
which social, economic and defence development can’t be imagined. India is 
known all over the world for these democratic values. v

continued from page 40

Congress sandesh has started a new series based on the 
achievements of the Congress party in nation-building

Nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TRIBUTES

vallabhbhai Patel
Death Anniversary
15th December

(1875-1950)

Sanjay Gandhi
Birth Anniversary
14th December

(1946-1980)

Pt. Madan Mohan 
Malaviya
Birth Anniversary
25th December

(1861-1946)

Gyani Zail Singh
Death Anniversary
25th December

(1916-1994)

Shankar Dayal 
Sharma
Death Anniversary
26th December

(1918-1999)

Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad
Birth Anniversary
3rd December

(1884-1963)



Congress sandesh   |  54  |   deCember  2015

RePORT

The month of November was full 
of various activities organized by 

Mahila Congress across the country. 
The AIMC President participated 
in Election Campaign and exhorted 
Mahila Congress to work harder at the 
grass-roots to ensure a grand victory 
in ensuing bi-Elections in Jhabua and 
Dewas Assembly on 17th November 
2015. Smt. Shobha Oza was the Chief 
Guest in a program organized by Smt. 
Sumitra Chauhan, President Haryana 
PMC to celebrate the Birth Anniversary 
of Smt. Indira Gandhi on 19th November 
in Sirsa, Haryana. Shri Ashok Tanwar, 
President, Haryana PCC, Smt. Neetu 
Verma Soin, General Secretary, AIMC 
& Incharge Haryana PMC, Smt. Veena 
Rani Deswal, Secretary, AIMC and a 
huge gathering of Mahila Congress 
workers participated in the program.

Mahila Congress workers from across 
the country came to Delhi in a large 
number to attend the Birth Anniversary 
Celebration of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
on 14th November 2015 which was 
organized by the AICC. 

Smt. Anita Rawte, President, 
Chhattisgarh PMC organized a 
protest against hike in Electricity rate 
on 4th November 2015. Smt. Anjali 
Tapre, Secretary, AIMC & Incharge, 
Chhattisgarh PMC also participated in 
the same. Jammu & Kashmir Pradesh 
Mahila Congress joined PCC in a 
gherao of civil secretariat in Jammu 
to protest against the non- performing 
PDP-BJP Govt. on 9th November, 2015. 
Mahila workers were led by Ms. Indu 
Pawar. Police used force against them 
and arrested the Mahila workers. 

MAhILA COngREss

Odisha PMC 
President Smt. 
Sashmita Behra 
staged a protest 
agitation at Master 
Canteen Square, 
Bhubaneswar and 
burnt the effigy of 
former minister 
and Biju Janata 
Dal Women’s wing 
President Smt. 
Pramila  Mallik on 
her derogatory statement on Farmers’ 
Suicide on 16th November 2015.

On behalf of Tamil Nadu Mahila 
Congress, Thiruvallur South District, 
Flood relief materials was given 
by Tamil Nadu Mahila Congress 
President Dr. S. Vijayadharani, MLA. 
The relief material such as clothes and 
edible items etc., were arranged by 
Vice president Smt. Shantha Sreni and 
District President Smt. Bhuvaneswari. 

Birth Anniversary Celebrations of Smt. 
Indira Gandhi ji were organized at 
Duburi, Sukinda block, Jajpur district 
by Sukinda block Mahila Congress 
Committee on 19th November 2015. 
OPMC President Sashmita Behera, Ex 
Minister Sarat Rout, PCC General 
S e c r e t a r y , 
Sulochana Das 
and District 
Mahila Congress 
President Smt. 
Arati Swain 
also spoke on 
the occasion. 
More than 2000 
women attended 

the meeting.  Similar programs were 
organized by Mahila Congress units 
throughout the country, to celebrate 
the occasion. 

Smt. Charulata Tokas, newly appointed 
President of Maharashtra PMC visited 
Yavatmal, Gadchiroli, Chandrapur, 
Gondia and Thane District and 
attended organizational meetings 
to rebuild the Mahila Congress 
organization in these districts from 
30th November to 3rd December 2015. 
Smt. Raisa Malik, President, Bhopal 
District Mahila Congress organized a 
protest against the increasing prices 
of everyday commodity items on 3rd 
December 2015 in Bhopal. v

(Dr. Shobhna Shah)



Congress sandesh   |  55  |  deCember  2015

PReSS BRIeFINGS

 AICC DIARY

DIWALI GIFT TO SMUGGLeRS
Spokesperson: Shri Gohil: He said that the Modi government has 
given Diwali gift to the big smugglers. This gift was given 12 days 
ago on 23rd October, 2015 through a circular No. 27/2015/Customs, 
and I have given you all the copy of the circular. This shows how 
big smugglers have been given the gift. The common people who 
had voted and are waiting for ‘achhe din’ to come, their bad days 
have come as the dal has disappeared from their plate. But good 
days have come for smugglers through this circular, I shall explain 
that. We have the Custom Act and Section 135 clearly says, if 
anyone does smuggling he is divided into two sections. Suppose 
you are coming from a foreign country and you have a computer 
and you say that it costs Rs. 15 thousand, but on investigation it is 
found that it costs Rs. 35 thousand. Then the Department will hold 
investigation against you and the Custom Officer will ask you to pay 
the penalty. Because the amount was small. But section 135 is for 
big smugglers and there is a provision in it that if the cost as above 
Rs. One crore or the duty is above Rs. 30 lakhs and if it is found 
that the real price has been concealed or paying of duty has been 
avoided. In this case it is clearly written that if anybody is arrested 
with goods worth more than one crore or evading duty more than 
Rs. 30 lakhs, then there would be two options. One, departmental 
enquiry, penalty including criminal case will be field. Because of 
this clause they fear of going to jail. In other thefts, they do not fear 
even if they are caught ten times.

The UPA Government had issued a Constitutional Amendment  
On Page 6  Section 65 says that in Section 104 of the Customs Act, 
for sub-section (6), the following sub-sections shall be substituted, 
namely 

“(6) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal 
Procedure 1973, an offence punishable under Section 135 relating to 

(a) Evasion or attempted evasion of duty exceeding Fifty lakh 
Rupees; or

(b) Prohibited goods notified under Section 11 which are also 
notified under Sub-clause (i) of Sub-section (1) of Section 135; or

(c) Import or export of any goods which have not been declared 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the market price 
of which exceeds One Crore Rupees; or

(d) Fraudulently availing of or attempt to avail of drawback or any 
exemption from duty provided under this Act, if the amount of 
drawback or exemption from duty exceeds fifty lakh Rupees shall 
be non-bailable.

One the other side is this Modi government to bring ‘achhe din’ 
for smugglers has brought a circular despite the Supreme Court 
guideline and provision in the law. The complete circular is on the 
Website.  Thursday, 5th November, 2015

Thanks to the people of Bihar

Spokesperson: Dr. C.P. Joshi: He said that I thank the 6.5 crore 

people of Bihar. I thank their forsightedness, maturity and 
understanding. I thank the leader of the Grand Alliance Nitish 
Kumarji, Sharad Yadavji, Lalu Prasadji, Congress and workers of 
the alliance and the MLAs. In Bihar ego has lost and harmony has 
won, hatred has lost and brotherhood has won. 

You might remember that what I said before the Bihar elections 
that “na hawabazi, na jumlebazi  Bihar mange sarkar kaamkazi.” 
Today I feel happy to say that what I had predicted before the people 
of Bihar, the same verdict the people have given. You know that 
an alliance was formed before the Bihar elections and Congress 
Party’s Vice-President, Shri Rahul Gandhi was instrumental in thus. 
His understanding, farsightedness and his thinking and maturity 
that we were able to form a progressive grand alliance before the 
elections. The Grand Alliance was given a shape by the leadership 
of Nitishji, the strength of Laluji, the personality of Sharadji and 
the thinking of Rahulji. For this, we all thank them a lot.

When the alliance was being formed Rahulji was very clear in 
his mind about the leadership. Therefore, before the alliance 
decided on the name of Nitish Kumarji as the Chief Ministerial 
candidate. I am happy to say that on this Laluji also approved on 
this decision. Thus, we went among the people with the Chief 
Ministerial candidate of the Grand Alliance and when the alliance 
was formed the distribution of seats, selection of candidates 
and what programme they would give was decided, after Nitish 
Kumarji becomes the Chief Minister, RJD and the Congress would 
implement the seven-point programme. In this, the agreement was 
of three political parties. It was clear about the alliance, the policy 
was clear, programme was clear as to what would we do after the 
formation of the government, what we said we did and the people 
have given their verdict today. Under the leadership of Nitishji we 
will implement all those projects.

This alliance that was formed was not for appointments. There 
was a thought of principle behind it and this was to stop the forces 
that was spreading hatred in the country and alongwith such a 
government, such an alliance be made which had the vision of 
development, where the voice of the poor is heard, problems of the 
farmers was heard and we take along people of all class in building 
this state. There was no negative thought in this.

The result that the people have give today shows that the 
government that is at the Centre for the past 18 months, in regard 
of its leadership and the thinking alongwith it, the people of Bihar 
have given a clear verdict. Thus, we can say that the verdict is against 
the personality of Modiji, the capacity of the Central government 
and the political influence of the RSS on the government, and it 
is a clear verdict. You must have seen that during the Lok Sabha 
elections, the BJP and its alliance had lead in 172 seats in the Vidhan 
Sabha constituency but when the results came their lead shrunk to 
53 seats for the BJP and was 58 with their alliance. When Modiji 
was leading the BJP in the Lok Sabha elections, they got around 
49% votes and now they got around 34% votes. Thus, one thing is 
clear that the people of Bihar have rejected their policy. When we 
talk about the people of Bihar then we visualize that Bihar of India 
where the people of Bihar are playing their role all over the country 
for the development of the country.

We hope that the NDA government which Modiji is leading would 
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understand the feeling of this verdict. We cannot be partners of 
such a thought which spreads hatred in the country. The verdict 
which they have received speaks of development. - Monday, 9th 
November, 2015

CeNTeNARY OF TIPU SULTAN
Statement by Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala: After the verdict in 
Bihar, after their crushing defeat, Shri Narendra Modi says the mood 
of Bihar proves that after that decision the BJP instead of talking 
a lesson from that, the BJP with more ego and aggressiveness is 
spreading their agenda of spreading the poison of hatred in the 
country. With the same feelings the BJP had today asked for the 
resignation of Chief Minister of Karnataka Shri Siddharmayaji, 
after presenting the facts in a fractured way and in a conspiracy. 
The Congress government of Karnataka is celebrating the birth 
centenary of Tipu Sultan and the social organization are holding 
many programmes all over the state on the birth centenary of 
Tipu Sulatan. One such programme was held in Coorg on 10th 
November. The BJP and Vishwa Hindu Prishad is objecting to the 
programmes in remembrance of Tipu Sultan.

They do not tell the facts in Delhi, their spokespersons make 
allegation and conspire to disgrace the Karnataka government. 
Indian National Congress strongly objects the disruptive agenda of 
the BJP and allegations encourage by it. Chief Minister of Karnataka 
has personally studied about all the facts and one of his minister 
Dinesh Guddurao who is also a spokesperson of the AICC, has gone 
today morning to the spot in Coorg, the government of Karnataka 
has decided that the government will pay Rs. 5 lakhs to both the 
deceased person as interim relief until the case is investigated 
by the local Commissioner alongwith the police. The Karnataka 
government without any ill feeling got the letter of the VHP in which 
it was written that some person has hurled a stone on Kuttapa’s head. 
No name of the police or the administration has been mentioned, 
like the BJP spokesperson is saying. In that case too directions have 
been given to file FIR and to investigate the case of Suleha Ahmad 
who was attacked by unknown persons and to file murder case.

Instead of asking for the resignation of Ashok Singhal and Amit 
Shah, who are dividing on the basis of religion or caste, the BJP is 
asking for the resignation of Siddharamaya like the saying ‘ulta chor 
kotwal ko dante’, the BJP should stop its agenda of disruption in the 
country. This is our request to the BJP president Amit Shahji and 
the PM Narendra Modiji and if Rajnath Singhji is constitutionally 
committed then he should take cognizance of it and take action 
against various organizations connected with the BJP  at times they 
are called Sanatan Sena, and becomes another Sena at other place, 
at places they become VHP, are spreading the venom of hatred in 
the name of caste and religion.

POLICY DeCISION ON FDI
Spokesperson: Shri Anand Sharma: He said that the Prime Minister 
of India is on a tour to Britain. Yesterday, he made two comments 
on two occasions. First, in the premises of the British Parliament 
where NRI were the guests, addressing them he spoke about our 
country  particularly about the issue of intolerance, this issue is a 
matter of concern, this has polluted the atmosphere, and people 
have showed their concern. In the past few months the leading 
citizens of our country who have contributed their talent in their 
own field, have recorded their complaints. They have requested the 

government, about which the Prime Minister and his government 
instead of taking action have insulted and disgraced them. The 
yesterday version of Modiji was a double speak and in political 
language we can call him curing and cannot accept intolerance.

Shri Anand Sharma said that Prime Minister is tolerant towards 
intolerance. There cannot be a great contradiction between what 
his Government and he does at home and what he has stated in 
the precincts of the British Parliament. It is important to remind 
the Prime Minister that neither he has condemned nor has acted 
upon number of incidents which involve his party colleagues, his 
Ministers, the Leaders of the BJP and the RSS. Prime Minister, if 
he is serious and sincere to what he has stated yesterday, we ask 
him what prevents his Government and his administration to 
take action, to register cases, what prevents the Prime Minister 
to ensure the removal of his guilty Ministers who had made 
communal statements and inflamed passions? What has prevented 
Shri Narendra Modi to demand the removal of BJP Office-bearers 
and RSS Leaders who are indicted, who stand exposed and who 
are complicit in what has been happening in the country. Since he 
has not taken any action, the only inference or conclusion that can 
be drawn, very honestly, is that he is very much a tacit endorser 
who refuses to act and what he has stated, therefore, cannot be 
believed. It is his characteristic style and an exercise in hypocrisy 
and double-speak.

Prime Minister also said that after his coming to power he has 
brightened the image of India and has restored the belief in India.

This feeling of the Prime Minister that the image of India has 
improved after his coming, belief on India has improved the honour 
of India globally has improved, foreign investments have started 
coming into India. We do not say that he does not have knowledge. 
It is his habit and he is a victim of misunderstanding that before 
his becoming Prime Minister, did India did not have achievements 
or India did not have its pride in the world. Before his coming 
India had its honourable place in the world. The words of India 
was heard with respect and saying this that the trust of India has 
only developed now, is totally wrong, instead the image of India 
has diminished in the past 18 months. A secular and constitutional 
democracy has been repeatedly hurt. Their narrow thinking and 
the thinking of the ruling party has created an astrosphere of 
aggressiveness, saffaronization and tension. And astrosphere of 
fear is prevailing in the country today. The whole blame goes on 
the government of the prime minister. Therefore, the statement, 
which he made in London, is astonishing.

Shri Anand Sharma further said the FDI in Defence which has 
taken up to 49% by the UPA-II government but beyond 26% or 
any proposal to undergo the FIPB scrutiny and to go the Cabinet 
Committee on Security not the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs for approval purposes. Now the announcement which has 
been made is a fundamental departure and violation of what the 
Finance Minister and this Government had assured the Parliament 
about. This is an area and this is one decision of the government has 
dispensed with any FIPB Scrutiny or CCS approval for FDI up to 
49% and put it under automatic route and they have gone further 
to allow FDI beyond 49% again only with the FIPB approval  so 
approval up to 49% is automatic  there is no scrutiny. And beyond 
49% again there in no CCS.  We don’t want to create monopolies, we 
don’t want Foreign Media Mughals to come and control the Indian 

PReSS BRIeFINGS
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Media particularly the News and Current Affairs. Other areas 
where we are examining this government’s decision and impact in 
opening up the Agriculture Sector for Foreign Investment and also 
doing away with the capitalization and minimum area requirement 
norms in the Real Estate Sector in the Construction Sector. We will 
definitely come with a detailed response on that but today we just 
wanted to make this clear that the decisions that have been made 
in a ‘typically Narendra Modi authoritarian style’ of functioning 
which will be opposed on principles.  Friday, 13th November, 2015

v.K. SINGh, AZAM KhAN STATeMeNTS 
CONDeMNeD

Spokesperson: Shri Ajay Maken: He said that we would first of all 
like to discus on two statements that was made at two different 
places and by two different parties. But it seems that after hearing 
it, looking at it and the emotion behind it, your come to understand 
that those who are on the sideline of the party are becoming the 
part of the main stream of the party and their voice is becoming 
the voice of the party. Reason behind these statements is that no 
action has been taken on this. I am talking about gen V.K. Singh 
and Azam khan.  

V.K. Singhji has given a statement where he talks about the returning 
of Awards and he says that it is being returned by those who are 
paid, who have been paid money to do this. They got the Award 
by paying money and are returning the Awards by getting money. 
Similarly, Azam Khan Sahib tried to say that what attack happened 
in Paris was right. We believe that both of them deliberately do this 
and they are a symbol of such a thinking that are some way or the 
other are helping each other. Though, the people of their party say 
that they are not of the main-stream, they are from the side-line. 
But when no action is taken against them then it is felt that both are 
part of the main-stream. We do not understand how the incident 
in Paris, which is a symbol of religions frenzy, religious intolerance, 
can be said to be right? How can this incident be approved as right? 
Similarly, when our big intellectuals, who have given not years 
but decades of their life for the country in different fields, and the 
country and the society has appreciated. When the returned their 
Awards against tolerance and how they all ware called Paid. When, 
against this intolerance, the Presidentji, Raghuram Rajanji, Dalai 
Lamaji gave their views and then will they too be called Paid. We 
want to ask you V.K. Singh whether he will he bring them in the 
Paid category? We also strongly condemn the statement of Azam 
Khan sahibji. We demand that time has come has come that gen 
V.K. Singh and Azam Khan should be removed from their pasts. 
Because, leaders who make such statements cannot be called the 
leaders of the side-line, they are the leaders of the main-stream 

and they repeated by make such statements and no action is taken 
against them and they become the voice of the party. We demand 
that action is taken against both of them and should be removed 
from ministerial pasts.  Monday, 16th November, 2015

ReMeMBeRING INDIRAJI
Spokesperson: Shri Raj Babbar: He said that today is an auspicious 
day, today is the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister 
Smt. Indira Gandhi. She was a great leader who with the unity 
in diversity gave a purposeful direction and demonstrated the 
powerful strength. Worked in strengthening the borders of the 
country. Not just by making tall claims but by showing example 
of ground reality that any person who dares to look towards India 
will be dealt strongly. The result of which is that the people today 
who may be of past generation, or people of the oppositions, they 
gave the name of Durga to Smt. Indira Gandhi. The day today is 
very relevant when the astrosphere is of tolerance. The environment 
where intolerance is finishing, on such occasion people go abroad 
are giving and taking certificate about the country and on the land 
of the country, country’s Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modiji 
is complimenting us all that presently he is an the tour of India. 
After sauce days he may go again but a serious question arises if 
we can compete with terrorism by slogans in this country. Can we 
compete at our borders.

On the name of terrorism our prime minister and our government 
do not have any policy be which we can understand what they were 
doing and ISIS flags are being flown in Kashmir. The way is being 
made. After all what does prime minister wants to do? 

Prime Minister thinks himself to be strong, he showed his chest 
as 56 inches, but what kind of prime minister is this and if we 
look at the neighboring countries, the countries with whom we 
have relations for more than 67 years  we not only have social and 
economic relations but have political relations and it can be said that 
to strengthen democracy India has always made big contribution. 
Today the prime minister goes to Nepal and says that we have age-
old relations. But despite these relations their foreign minister gives 
us a morning that India should not interfere in our internal matters.

Today people of Maldives, tell our foreign minister to stay away 
from our internal matters. Such mornings are coming before us. 
China on the one side, the last time when the president of China 
had come then the prime minister had taken him to 

Gujrat and made him sit on the swing and at the same time their 
Army was trespassing our borders.  Thursday, 19th November, 2015
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Congress Vice-President Shri Rahul Gandhi reached out to sugarcane farmers on 23rd November, 2015 by undertaking 
a ‘Kisan Padyatra’ in Saharanpur district. Shri Rahul Gandhi interacted with the peasants with farmers in Hardakhedi, 

Sikrikalan and Patni villages of the district, spoke on their distress and criticised the policy of the Modi government at the 
centre. Saharanpur is part of western Uttar Pradesh where there is a major issue of payment arrears to sugarcane growers 
who are seeking a higher price for their produce.

kisan padyaTra
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