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Five states are going for the elections to their assemblies between November and 
December. In three states BJP has been in power out of which in 2 for 15 years. 

These are important states of the Hindi heartland and cover a large population of 
the country. Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh have been favoring BJP 
during the elections and gave large numbers also in Parliament to BJP. The mood 
of the people has shifted away from the BJP to the Congress and is giving sleepless 
nights to the BJP. The PM, who is an avid campaigner has reduced his forays to 

these states to a bare minimum and this because the BJP is aware of the mood of the people. 
Victory in these states is going to give a great boost to the morale of the Congress workers across the country and 
this will help the Congress regain the power in the General Elections in 2019. Not having anything to say for their 
performance either at the Centre or in the states the PM is carrying out a vilification campaign against the 
top leaders of the Congress since independence. It is beyond the capabilities of the PM Modi 
to wash away the achievements of the Congress’ rule during the last 70 years; it is on those 
achievements, by altering names PM is trying to build his own image, as he is bereft of any new 
ideas. The frustration is visible as the speeches of the PM have now sunk to the lowest of the 
low and only convey his hatred. He has nothing to say for his future plans or past achievements. 
People do not believe in his Jumlas and promises. The BJP has no stake at Mizoram in the North 
East. In Telengana the alliance of the Congress and TDP has been giving nightmares to TRC and 
to the BJP. The Congress is set to increase the tally of states under its control by five more. 
The reverse counting has begun for the BJP. The Congress is giving a united fight under the leadership of the 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi who is leading the campaign vigorously in all the states.

Every time the government opens its mouth to give some more trumpeted announcements about 
the Rafale Scam they keep on sinking deeper into the mire. Regardless of how much efforts are 
being made by the government to get support from France to hide their manipulations to help 
crony capitalist, the truth has its own way to emerge. Even the French are forgetting statements 
made by them earlier and are in a denial mode as they are worried about losing a coveted order 
at a exorbitant rate. Former President of France Hollande in an interview clearly stated that 
there was no option with him except to accept Reliance as a partner if he wanted the contract 
for French company.  Eric Trappier, the CEO of Dassault Aviation, in his interview to CNBC 
TV18 admitted that it was not till the Press Briefing of April 13 that he got to know that the 
HAL was not their partner. The Reliance Company was incorporated in April and the contract with Dassault also 
happened in April. How could anyone negotiate with a company that was non-existent and how could the French imagine 
that this company was coming into existence. The reason attributed to this selection, as a recent clarification seeks to 
justify was that they were selected because Reliance had land near the airport at Nagpur, whereas the Reliance applied 
for this land only in June. So how could Trappier have known that Reliance was going to form a company and would be 
able to acquire the land later, a few months in advance? One thing is clear that Reliance did not have the land in April and 
therefore this couldn’t have been a reason for according them preference. This, he said, was the weakness of HAL as they 
had no land near the airport, whereas HAL not only had the land in 2014 but had already begun the exercise to develop 
this new facility at Bangalore where they had an all encompassing complex. The French are keen to oblige their valuable 
customer but the problem is that so many things are already in public domain that they are not able to provide an 
adequate reply. Both Government, have given indications about the price at various forums, but the Indian Government 
keeps on saying that this is highly confidential. 

No one has asked about specifications. You are supposed to spend public money for a good cause. 
We realize the need of the Air Force and we too have examined the capability of the aircraft and 
found it to be satisfactory. We are not decrying the purpose of the purchase; we are questioning 
the escalation in price while the French have gone on record to say that it is the same configuration 
that was approved during the UPA negotiations. The entire deal was suddenly changed. Price 
escalated, the number of aircraft reduced, the Make in India clause dropped, HAL dropped and 
Reliance introduced and the guarantee of the French Government dropped in a G-to-G deal etc. 
etc.. All these amendments without going through proper procedures to get the sanction in a 
proper laid down procedure in the system established in the Government for such purchases. 
It’s, not as if, personal decisions are being made. These are decisions of the government under 
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The people of the country remembered the second anniversary of Demonetization 

of currency notes of Rupees 1000 and 500, with a lot of angst and abhorrence. The 

Prime Minister gave four reasons for the Demonetization. First, it was black money. 

Second, that money emanated from the crime and corruption, the corruption will 

end with it. Third, the terrorist’s funding will be stopped and fourth, there is fake 

currency in the market. After two years all the four hypothesis propounded by the 

Prime Minister have falsified. 

Reasons are still being manufactured to justify this unthought-of move burdened 

by the PM, which has rendered the people of this country without business 

and jobs. The crowning glory came in form of the ham-handed and thoughtless 

implementation of the GST, soon after. It was though meant for easing out of 

business but in turn, it made business more difficult and added to the capital 

investment requirements of all traders. Its fall out has been catastrophic. Many 

businesses have closed down and some are barely surviving.  Everyday a new 

objective is added to this thoughtless exercise. So far none of the declared 

objectives has been fulfilled. It hasn’t brought back black money, which was the 

first declared objective. All the currency came back to banks. This hasn’t improved 

the financial health of the banks that are now trying to poach upon the reserves of 

the RBI. The number of counterfeit notes in circulation was very low and this did 

not justify the Tsunami caused by notebandi. 

It did not reduce the terrorist activities from across the border, which instead 

has increased. All money has been withdrawn and kept in cash by people because 

the health of the banks is suspect. There is a minor increase in digital banking 

which was anyway on the rise and could have been better achieved by less tedious 

manners. Government is unable to state any one justifiable reason and justify also 

the huge expenditure on reprinting new notes. 

The PM avoids talking and boasting about the achievements of his move as everyone 

at all levels questions him on this. Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi, in his 

statement, said: “Demonetization was a tragedy. India has faced many tragedies in 

its past. Many a time envious external enemies tried to hurt us. But demonetisation 

is unique in history of our tragedies because a self inflicted, suicidal attack that 

destroyed millions of lives and ruined thousand of India’s small businesses. The 

worst hit were the poorest of the poor, forced to queue for days to exchange their 

meager savings.” He rued: “All that was accomplished was a disaster.”

In an another statement issued by a great economist and former Prime Minister Dr. 

Manmohan Singh, he says: “It is often said that time is a great healer. But unfortunately, 

in the case of demonetisation, the scars and wounds of demonetisation are only 

getting more visible with time.”
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Over the years, Congress governments have taken Nehru’s 
ideas forward.  They have widened the scope of our democracy 
through such innovations as Panchayati Raj with its reservation 
for women, and the Right to Information Act. They have 
defended secularism in the face of violent threats to our 
nation’s diversity. They have deepened socialism innovatively 
through the creation of a framework of rights, including the 
right to work, the right to food, the right to education and the 
right to fair compensation for land. All of these measures have 
strengthened and empowered our people, especially the poorest. 

It is a pleasure to join you all today to 
mark the reissue of Shashi Tharoor’s 

book on that great son of India, 
Jawaharlal Nehru.

I am glad that it is being republished 
today, and I hope it will remind a 
new generation of the extraordinary 
contributions Nehru made.  So great 
and so enduring was his impact on all 
our lives, that it is difficult to imagine 
that he left us more than half a century 
ago.  As India’s first Prime Minister, 
he consolidated our democracy and 
entrenched the basic values of our 
polity, values to which we are still proud 
to lay claim.

What are these values? Shashi Tharoor summarises them 
as the four pillars of Nehruvianism: democratic institution-
building, staunch pan-Indian secularism, socialist economics 
and a foreign policy of non-alignment. These values were 
integral to a vision of Indianness that is fundamentally being 
challenged today, but which remains at the core of our time-
tested beliefs.

What do these four pillars mean today? 

First, democracy. It could not have been taken for granted 
in 1947 that a country beset by acute poverty and torn 

AS InDIA’S fIrST PrIME MInISTEr, hE ConSolIDATED 
our DEMoCrACy AnD EnTrEnChED ThE bASIC 

vAluES of our PolITy: SonIA GAnDhI
We all know that this precious legacy is being undermined daily by those who rule us today

CPP Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi addressed at the re-launch of the book “Nehru: the Invention of India”  
on 13th November, 2018 at New Delhi

apart by a Partition, would become or remain democratic.  
It was Nehru who instilled a democratic culture in our 
country by his scrupulous regard for the form as well as 
the substance of democracy. His respect for Parliament, his 
regard for the independence of the judiciary, his courtesy to 
those of different political convictions, his commitment to 
free elections, his faith in a free press, and his deference to 
institutions over individuals, have all left us a precious legacy 
of freedom. 

Second, secularism. Nehru strived to prevent Partition but 
when it occurred, he never accepted the logic that since 
Pakistan had ostensibly been created for India’s Muslims, 

what remained was a state for Hindus. 
He lived up to his lifelong conviction 
that India belonged to all its people, 
and that the majority community had a 
special obligation to protect the rights, 
and promote the well-being, of India’s 
minorities. In both policy and personal 
practice, Nehru stood for an idea of 
India that embraced every religion, 
caste, ethnicity or language. 

Third, socialism. It is fashionable today to 
decry Nehruvian socialism as a system 
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that tied India to many years of modest growth. This does 
not   take into account the circumstances of the early years 
of independence when massive infrastructures needed to 
be built up and the private sector lacked the ability to invest 
on a large, transformative scale. As Rajiv Gandhi said three 
decades ago, over time the socialist model as practised in 
India developed short comings.  Nehru himself, as a man 
with an open and questing mind, would have allowed his 
practical thinking to evolve with the times. At the core of 
his socialism was the conviction that in a land of extreme 
poverty and inequality, the objective of government policy 
must be the welfare of the poorest, most deprived and 
marginalized of its people. In his day, the best way to attain 
this goal, was by building up structures of public ownership 
and state control of national resources.

Today, our thinking has evolved, as it should, and we can take 
pride in our own role in liberalizing our country’s economy 
and in making possible so many new avenues for dynamic 
enterprise to succeed in a globalizing world. At the same 
time, we remain steadfast in our concern for the weakest 
sections of society. 

Finally, foreign policy.  Nehru was a convinced internationalist.  
For him, in the Cold War, non-alignment was the only 
possible response to the bi-polar divisions of the era. In 
its essence, the Nehruvian vision was about safeguarding 
India’s independence and self-respect against potential 
encroachments on its sovereignty. That still lies at the heart 
of the Indian National Congress’ view of the world. We have 
remained faithful to Nehru’s internationalism.  

Over the years, Congress governments have taken Nehru’s 
ideas forward.  They have widened the scope of our 
democracy through such innovations as Panchayati Raj with 
its reservation for women, and the Right to Information Act. 
They have defended secularism in the face of violent threats 
to our nation’s diversity. They have deepened socialism 
innovatively through the creation of a framework of rights, 
including the right to work, the right to food, the right to 
education and the right to fair compensation for land. All 
of these measures have strengthened and empowered our 
people, especially the poorest. 

We all know that this precious legacy is being undermined 
daily by those who rule us today. They express disdain 
and contempt for Nehru, for all that he did to build the 
India that they are bent upon changing — for the worse. 
Today, we must honour him by fighting with determination 
to safeguard our democracy against those who are 
undermining it. Shashi Tharoor is a man of many talents:  
politician, parliamentarian, much sought after speaker, best-
selling author and much more. I congratulate him on the 
re-publication of this book – which is a valuable reminder 
of the heritage we have been fortunate to receive from that 
great man, Jawaharlal Nehru.

Thank you, and Jai Hind! v

A Report

nehru’s legacy being undermined 
Daily by those who rule us 
today:” Sonia Gandhi

Smt. Sonia Gandhi on eve of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
129th Birth anniversary on 14th November,  alleged that 

the Nehruvian legacy was being “undermined” by those 
presently in power who have “contempt” for the country’s 
first prime minister for all that he did to build an India 
which they want to change for the “worse”.

Speaking at an event to relaunch Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor’s book ‘Nehru: The Invention of India’, the former 
Congress president said Jawaharlal Nehru, as India’s first 
prime minister, “consolidated democracy and entrenched 
the basic values of India’s polity — values to which we are 
still proud to lay claim.”

“What are these values. Shashi Tharoor summarises them as 
the core pillars of Nehruvianism — democratic institutional 
building, staunch pan-Indian secularism, socialist economics 
and foreign policy of non-alignment. These values were 
integral to a vision of Indianness that is fundamentally being 
challenged today,” she said.

“We all know, as Shashi Tharoor has just said, that this 
precious legacy is being undermined daily by those who 
rule us today. They express disdain and contempt for Nehru 
for all that he did to build the India they are bent upon 
changing for the worse,” she added.

Shri Tharoor, in his remarks, lauded Nehru for strengthening 
democratic institutions and always encouraging 
“constructive criticism”.

Narrating an anecdote, Shri Tharoor said Nehru was asked 
by an American editor as to what he wanted his legacy to 
be, to which the first Indian prime minister said: “330 million 
people capable of governing themselves.”

“A number of post-colonial heroes in other ex-colonies had 
gone the opposite way. They started off as democratically 
popular heroes and headed in an authoritarian direction...
Nehru ji never fell into that trap.

“So if today, we have a chaiwala as prime minister, it is 
because Nehru ji made it possible to create the institutional 
structures through which any Indian can aspire to and rise 
to the highest office in the land,” He said.

On Nehru’s commitment to secularism, Mrs Gandhi said he 
strived to prevent partition, but when it occurred, he never 
accepted that since Pakistan had been ostensibly created 
for Indian Muslims, what remained was a state for Hindus.

Mr Tharoor said a concerted campaign of vilification, 
calumny and an astonishing amount of lies was being spread 
on the internet against Nehru. v
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RAJNANDGAON: Congress 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi held a 
mega road show on 9th November, 2018 
in Rajnandgaon, the constituency of 
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Shri Raman 
Singh, three days ahead of the first phase 
of assembly polls on November 12.

Addressing a public meeting after the 
road show, Shri Rahul Gandhi criticised 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over 
the Rafale fighter jet deal and a sudden 
demonetisation of a bulk of the 
currency in circulation in November 
2016, and said he no longer talks about 
corruption.

Congress President, after landing at 
PTS helipad in Rajnandgaon town in 
the evening, hopped on an SUV with 
an open roof for his road show. He 
was followed by a cavalcade of large 
numbers of Congress leaders.

After passing through Gurdwara 
Chowk, Manav Mandir Chowk and Azad 
Chowk - covering a distance of around 
2 km, the road show culminated with a 
public meeting at Ganj Chowk.

Targeting the prime minister, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said PM Modi did not fulfil the 
promises he made to people ahead 
of the 2014 election. “Neither Rs. 15 
lakh was deposited in bank accounts 

CP’s Chhattisgarh visit

rAhul GAnDhI STEAlS 
Show In rAMAn SInGh’S 
hoME Turf

of people nor two crore youths got 
employment during the four-and-a-half-
year rule of the Modi government. The 
Modi government made people stand in 
queues during demonetisation,” he said.

Instead, the common men had to bear 
the brunt of steps like demonetisation 
and Goods and Services Tax, he said.

“PM Modi earlier used to speak about 
corruption, but he does not do so now. 
The Modi government has 
committed scam to the tune 
of crores in the Rafale fighter 
jet deal. PM Modi benefited 

his close ones in 
the Rafale deal,” 
Shri Rahul Gandhi 
alleged.

The Congress 
President sought 
to know why loans 
of farmers are not 
being waived. “If 
PM Modi can waive 
loans to the tune of Rs. 3.50 
lakh crore of industrialists 
then why not of farmers,” he 
asked.

PM Modi has divided the country into 
two different ‘Hindustan’ - one where 
people travel in airplanes, while the 
other is inhabited by the poor, farmers 
and labourers, Shri Gandhi said.

Referring to the GST, he said if the 
Congress comes to power at the 
Centre, people will get relief from 
“Gabbar Singh Tax”.

He sought support for Congress 
candidate from Rajnandgaon - Karuna 
Shukla, niece of former prime minister 
the late Atal Bihari Vajpayee - who 
is contesting against Chief Minister 
Raman Singh.

Later, Mr Gandhi went to Post Office 
Chowk where he garlanded the statue 
of Congress leader Udaya Mudliyar, 
who was killed in the Jhiram Valley 
Naxal attack in 2013.

Congress President on Friday held 
a road show in Rajnandgaon town 
and addressed three poll rallies in 
Pakhanjore (Kanker district), Khairagarh 
and Dongargarh (Rajnandgaon district) 

for the first phase of polls on November 
12.

In the 2013 Assembly polls, BJP had 
won 49 seats, Congress 39, BSP 1 
and independent 1 in the 90-member 
House.

Congress Promises Farm 
Loan Waiver, Liquor Ban in 
its Manifesto

RAJNANDGAON: Congress 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
9th November, 2018 released the 
party’s manifesto for Chhattisgarh 
which promises farm loan waiver, 
minimum support price for crops as 
per the Swaminathan Commission 
recommendations and ban on liquor 
sales.

Addressing a press conference on the 

Assembly elections - 2018
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occasion, Shri Rahul Gandhi said that 
farmers’ loans would be waived within 
10 days of the party attaining power.

The MSP for paddy will be fixed at Rs. 
2,500 per quintal and maize at Rs. 1,700 
per quintal, Shri Rahul Gandhi said.

Besides, a provision of pension for 
farmers aged above 60 years has also 
been planned, the Congress President 
said.

The manifesto also promised halving 
electricity bills for domestic consumers, 
provisioning of houses and land to 
urban and rural families respectively.

Every family will be given 35 kg of rice 
every month at Re 1 only, he said.

Tackling employment under the 
party’s “Ghar Ghar Rozgaar, Har 
Ghar Rozgaar” scheme, the manifesto 
underlines apprenticeship programmes 
and employment opportunities for the 
youth.

It also promised a monthly stipend to 
10 lakh unemployed youths under the 
party’s ‘Rajiv Mitr Yojana”.

The manifesto mentioned the setting 
up of special women’s police stations, 
women help cells in police stations and 
strict enforcement of laws related to 
women.

A special conveyance for women for 
late night commuting has also been 
proposed in the manifesto.

Emphasising on health care services, 
the manifesto proposes introduction 
of a “universal health care” scheme 

in which free and quality 
services will be provided to 
those in need.

It also proposes converting six 
medical colleges into multi-
speciality hospitals, along with 
bringing in 1,000 specialists 
on board in the first year.

Air ambulances will be 
provisioned for areas like 
Bastar, Sarguja and Gariaband’s 
Supebeda, Congress President said. 

Special attention on improving the 
quality of education through emphasis 
on quality of teachers has also been 

listed in the manifesto.

The manifesto also 
promises an increase in the 
minimum support price 
(MSP) on 70-85 forest 
crops, and fixing Rs. 4,000 
per bag for ‘tendu patta’ 
workers.

It speaks about fixing a 
“respectable income” 
for daily wage labourers, 
increase in income bands 
of Class 3 and 4 employees 
and distribution of 7th Pay 

Commission surplus in three phases.

It also promises increase in the pension 
being given to police families who have 
lost a family member in Maoist attacks.

The Congress manifesto speaks about 
the establishment of sports hostels and 
scholarships for economically weak 
sports persons.

The manifesto promises a ban on sale 
of liquor in the state, adding that Gram 
Sabhas in Scheduled areas like Surguja 
and Bastar will be vested with the 
power to decide on such a ban in these 
places.

A policy will be drafted to take on the 
menace of Maoism and serious steps 
will be taken for talks, Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said, adding that each Naxal-affected 
panchayat will be given a package of Rs. 
1 crore for community development 
works.

Special laws will be enacted to ensure 

protection to journalists, lawyers and 
doctors, he added.

In forest areas like Lemru and Korba, 
elephant and wildlife sanctuaries will 
be set up and steps would be taken to 
reduce human-elephant conflict, Shri 
Gandhi added. F

Rahul Gandhi lashes out 
at Narendra Modi over 
demonetization

Raipur (Chhattisgarh): Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi on 13th 
November, 2018 hit back at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on the 
centre’s demonetization initiative, 
as he launched the party’s campaign 
for the second phase of elections in 
Chhattisgarh.

The demonetization programme was 
Modi’s scheme to take away small 
domestic savings of the poor and 
hand those over to his “big corporate 
friends like Anil Ambani and Nirav 
Modi”, Gandhi said at a public meeting 
at Mahasamund in central Chhattisgarh.

The cash ban did take away cash from 
people but “these were small cash and 
domestic savings that the poor people 
had collected and kept under their 
beds and pillows”, said the Congress 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi, who is on 
a two-day visit to Chhattisgarh.

There is a silent wave in favour of the 
Congress in the state and the people 
are desperate for change, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi told reporters at Raipur airport.

The Congress president also addressed 
public meetings at Bilaspur and Korba. 
The remaining 72 seats in Chhattisgarh 
go to polls in the second and last phase 
on 20 November.

Assembly elections - 2018
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The demonetization programme was Modi’s 
scheme to take away small domestic savings 
of the poor and hand those over to his “big 
corporate friends like Anil Ambani and Nirav 
Modi”, Gandhi said at a public meeting at 
Mahasamund in central Chhattisgarh.

Why PM is mum on 
corruption charges against 
Raman Singh

Raigarh (Chhattisgarh): Congress 
President Shri Rahul Gandhi asked why 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was 
silent on charges of corruption against 
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Shri Raman 
Singh and his family. Addressing a rally 

in Kharsia assembly constituency in 
Raigarh district in the poll-bound state, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi claimed the Prime 
Minister did not speak about corruption 
anymore. “In civil supply scam of Rs 
36,000 crore, names of Raman Singh 
and his wife surfaced. Rs 5,000 chit fund 
scam took place under the protection 
of the Raman Singh government,” 
he alleged. “His (Raman Singh’s) son 
Abhishek Singh was named in Panama 
papers scandal, but no action was taken 
in any of these cases,” the Congress 
President alleged. “Prime Minister Modi 
used to speak about corruption in his 
speeches earlier, but why he does not 
speak about the corruption of Raman 

Singh and his family? Why Raman Singh 
too is silent over corruption,” he asked. 
The ruling BJP has denied the allegations 
of corruption against the Chief Minister 
and his family. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi campaigned for 
Umesh Patel, his father Nandkumar 
Patel, then state Congress President, 
was killed in a Naxalite attack in Jhiram 

valley in Bastar’s 
Darbha area on 
May 25, 2013. 
R e m e m b e r i n g 
Nandkumar Patel, 
Gandhi accused 
Modi of insulting 
the martyrdom 
of Congress 

leaders who died in the attack. He 
was apparently referring to the Prime 
Minister’s recent speech in Bastar 
where he had accused Congress 
leaders of supporting urban Naxals. 

The Congress President promised loan 
waiver to farmers in the state. “After 

the Congress government is formed 
in the state, we will waive the loans 
of farmers within ten days,” he said. 
Gandhi said farmers would get a bonus 
on paddy procurement, and the bonus 
pending for two years, which the BJP 
government had promised but not paid, 
would be disbursed. On Monday, polling 
was held in eighteen constituencies of 
Naxal-affected districts of Chhattisgarh. 
Remaining 72 seats will go to polls on 
November 20.

Congress President 
promises ‘people’s govt’ in 
Chhattisgarh

Korba: Congress President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi  promised to install a “people’s 
government” in Chhattisgarh on 14th 
November, 2018 and accused the ruling 
BJP of destroying the state in its 15-
year rule.

Addressing a rally for the second 
phase of polling in the state, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi said it was among the richest in 
the country in terms of water, forest, 
mines and minerals.  “But, people have 
remained poor due to the policies 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government,” he charged.

Invoking his family ties with the state, 
the Congress President said the 
relationship was of love and not politics.

He claimed that lands of locals in this 
part of the tribal-dominated state were 
taken away to set up industries. But 
when the units were not set up, the 
lands were not returned to the people.

“The Congress will install a people’s 
government in the state which will 
empower farmers, small and medium 
businesses and provide employment to 
the youth,” Rahul Gandhi said.
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He said if the Congress came to power 
in the state, it would enforce the Land 
Acquisition Act and facilitate loan 
waiver for farmers, besides providing 
them bonus and Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) for their crops.

Accusing the Raman Singh government 
of being involved in graft, Gandhi said 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has not 
uttered a word about corruption in 
Chhattisgarh. “People of the state have 
suffered because of this,” he alleged.

“I do politics for the rights of poor, 
farmers and youth. I will not protect 
10-15 industrialists at their cost,” he 
said.

‘Arrogant’ PM Modi Doesn’t 
Understand Country Can’t 
be Run by One Man

Bhilai: Congress President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi on 14th November, 2018 said 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi would 
be exposed if an inquiry was conducted 
into the Rafale fighter jets deal.

Addressing a poll rally at Bhilai in 
Chhattisgarh’s Durg district, he also said 
the country could not be run by one 
man or one party, but the “arrogant” 
prime minister did not understand this.

Shri Rahul Gandhi targeted both Modi 
and Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Raman 
Singh over alleged scams under the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) rule. 
“Modiji snatched the contract of the 
Rafale fighter jets from the State-run 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
and gave it to (industrialist) Anil Ambani. 

Under the UPA deal, 126 aircraft were 
to be purchased and the cost of each 
was Rs 526 crore. Modi went to France 
with his delegation comprising Anil 
Ambani and struck a deal to purchase 
the aircraft for Rs 1,600 crore a piece,” 
he said.

“The deal has been given to Anil 
Ambani, who formed a (defence) 
company just a few days ago. Ambani 
has never made an aircraft. He had 
not even manufactured mobile phones 
because they were made in China and 
he (his group’s telecom arm) just sold 
them,” Gandhi said. “It is the truth that 
the chowkidar gifted a deal worth Rs 
30,000 crore to Ambani,” he alleged.

“The day an inquiry is ordered into the 
Rafale scam, two names will surface — 
Narendra Modi and Anil Ambani. This 
was the reason Modiji removed the CBI 
chief (Alok Verma) at 2 in the night,” 
Gandhi said.

The Congress chief also targeted 
the prime minister over his “sleeping 
elephant” remark during the 
Independence Day speech, saying he 
had insulted the people of the country. 
“Modiji said when he became the prime 
minister, the elephant was sleeping, 
which meant this country of crores of 
people, farmers, labourers and youth 
was sleeping and Modi woke them up in 
2014. By making such comments, he has 
insulted you, the workers of the Bhilai 
Steel Plant who have worked here since 
1955,” he said.

“This country is not run by one man 

or one party, it is the citizens who 
run this country with their blood and 
sweat. But the prime minister cannot 
understand this. He is so arrogant that 
he cannot see the development that had 
taken place (before the BJP rule) in the 
country,” the Congress chief said. He 
added that there were “two Indias” — 
one of the rich people like Anil Ambani, 
Mehul Choksi, Nirav Modi, Vijay Mallya 
and another of the common people.

“If you do not want to waive the loans 
of farmers, you should not do so for 
the rich as well. For a handful of rich, 
whose non-performing assets total Rs 
12 lakh crore, loans of Rs 3.5 lakh crore 
have been waived,” Gandhi said.

He also targeted the Raman Singh 
government in Chhattisgarh over the 
alleged chit fund scam, civil supply scam 
and the allegations against the chief 
minister’s son, Abhishek Singh.  “Even 
Pakistan’s (former) Prime Minister 
(Nawaz Sharif) has been jailed for the 
Panama Papers scandal but no action 
has been taken against Raman Singh’s 
son Abhishek Singh, who was named in 
the Panama Papers,” he said.

Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
concluded his two-day campaign in 
Bhilai, ahead of the second phase of the 
Chhattisgarh Assembly polls.  

The first phase of polling was held 
on November 12 and Polling for the 
second phase in 72 seats, out of the total 
90-member Assembly, will take place 
on November 20 and the counting of 
votes will be held on December 11. F
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UJJAIN (MP): Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi on 
29th October, 2018 began his two-day tour of politically 
significant Malwa-Nimar region in the poll-bound Madhya 
Pradesh by offering prayers at the famous Mahakaleshwar 
Temple, devoted to Lord Shiva.

He performed ‘puja’ at the ancient temple, which is one of 
the 12 ‘Jyotirlingas’ (special shrines dedicated to Lord Shiva) 
in the country.

It was Shri Rahul Gandhi’s second visit to the shrine. He had 
last visited the temple in 2010.

Wearing cream-coloured ‘shola’ (dhoti called in temple 
dialect), the Congress President entered the main part of 
the temple, along with MPCC’s president Shri Kamal Nath, 
MP and Campaign Committee Chairman Shri Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, MP.

He performed the puja amid chanting of ‘mantras’ (hymns) 
by temple priests. Shri Rahul Gandhi performed the puja of 
Lord Mahakal (Shiva) for around half an hour.

Shri Rahul Gandhi’s grandmother and former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, his father Rajiv Gandhi and mother Sonia 
Gandhi too had visited the temple in 1979, 1987 and 2008, 
respectively to pay their obeisance to Lord Shiva.

Shri Rahul Gandhi is a “Shiv bhakt”. In August, he had 
undertaken Kailash Mansarovar Yatra to seek blessings of 
Lord Shiva.

CP’s Madhya Pradesh visit

ConGrESS PrESIDEnT ShrI rAhul GAnDhI 
vISITS ujjAIn’S MAhAkAlEShwAr TEMPlE

During his two-day tour, the Congress chief will visit Malwa-
Nimar, a politically crucial region which accounts for 66 of 
the 230 assembly seats in the state.

During his visit, Shri Rahul Gandhi addressed rallies in Jhabua, 
Indore, Dhar, Khargone and Mhow, and also take part in a 
road show in Indore.

On Rafale, CBI:

Ujjain: A group of men in the crowd boisterously replied 
“Chor Hai” thrice after Rahul Gandhi as many times said 
“Chowkidar” at a rally in Ujjain on 29th October, 2018, 
completing the ‘watchman has turned thief ’ analogy and 
alleging graft in the multi-crore Rafale aircraft deal. 

The speech that pertained to the lack of jobs. “Ask any youth, 
‘What do you do?’ He will say, “Kuchh nahin karta (I am not 
employed). The PM speaks of Start-Up India, Stand-Up India, 
baayen dekho (look to the left) India, daayen dekho (look to 
the right) India… koi kaam ki baat to karte nahin (he doesn’t 
talk about any relevant things),” said Gandhi. 

Congress President’s focus in the state election campaign 
remained on the Rafale scam and the government’s move to 
send the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) chief on leave. 
He said a “panicky, trembling and scared” PM removed the 
CBI director at 2 am on October 24 because the director 
was about to order a probe into the Rafale scam.

Congress President’s focus in the state 
election campaign remained on the Rafale 
scam and the government’s move to send the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) chief 
on leave. He said a “panicky, trembling and 
scared” PM removed the CBI director at 2 
am on October 24 because the director was 
about to order a probe into the Rafale scam.

Assembly elections- 2018
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Congress President tried to connect local issues and national 
issues. For instance, he said Prime Minister Modi waived 
loans of his industrialist friends and let Vijay Mallya, Mehul 
Chowksi and Nirav Modi escape but would not waive loans 
of farmers of Madhya Pradesh. “Loan waiver is your right. The 
government owes it to you. I promised it in Karnataka and 

Punjab; I delivered. I don’t make false promises,” he told the 
gathering. 

Farm distress is a big issue in Malwa region where Shri Rahul 
Gandhi spoke on 29th October, 2018 in Ujjain and Jhabua. He 
promised that if the party comes to power in the state and if 
the Congress chief minister dilly-dallies on farm loan waiver 
within 10 days of coming to power, he will change the CM. 
This appeared to strike a chord with the crowd in what has 
been a BJP bastion for almost 15 years. “Modi wants to only 
give free gifts to his friends,” said the Congress president. 

Alleging corruption in the Kumbh Mela held in Ujjain in 2016, 
Congress President asked, “Who should probe this? CBI? But 
its director was fired at 2 am!” He cited a case in Ujjain where 
a woman was arrested for not paying an inflated power bill 
of Rs 1 lakh. “Vijay Mallya goes abroad after telling finance 

minister, but he is not arrested. PM calls Mehul Chowksi, ‘Bhai 
(brother)’. For me, the Ujjain woman is a sibling,” he said. 

Shri Rahul Gandhi further said that “BJP talks of religion, but 
their religion is corruption.” He alleged that even the smallest 
of work in MP could not get done without corruption. “BJP/
RSS people steal money from your pockets,”. 

Congress President Shri Gandhi also accused the Centre 
of not implementing ‘one rank, one pension’ for the armed 
forces that did the surgical strikes and of “putting J&K on 
fire”. He alleged that the PM had insisted to France that India 
would buy Rafale aircraft only if Anil Ambani’s defence firm 
got a contract in the bargain. “Or HAL (state-run Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited) would have made jets. So Modi stole 
jobs of youth of MP,” said the Congress President. 

Don’t need BJP’s certificate to visit temples, 
says Rahul Gandhi

INDORE: Often a target of sarcastic attack by the ruling BJP 
for his temple visits, Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
said on 30th October that he didn’t need a certificate from 
the RSS and the BJP for visiting any temple.

“Is a temple the property of Narendra Modi, Amit Shah, RSS 
and BJP? Aren’t we allowed there? I’ll go wherever I feel. I’ll go 
to a temple if I want,” Shri Rahul Gandhi said in an interaction 
with journalists in Indore.

“When Modi and Shah go to a temple and are asked there 
to dress up in particular attire, then the BJP and RSS leaders 
don’t utter anything. But when Rahul Gandhi, Kamal Nath 
and Jyotiraditya Scindia visit a temple and are asked to wear 
particular attires there, the RSS and the BJP say we went to 
a fancy dress event.”

When asked for an assurance that petrol and diesel will 
become cheaper if his government comes to power in 2019, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said “if petrol and diesel prices don’t get 
cheap, then excess money will be transferred to the pockets 
of poor in other ways like the MNREGA and food security.”

He said that a swing of 3-5% for the Congress will demolish 
the BJP in Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh.

PM Modi Has “Failed” In His Promise to 
Bring ‘Acche Din’: Rahul Gandhi

DHAR: Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi alleged 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has “failed” to keep his 

Congress President said the ruling Bhartiya 
Janata Party (BJP) wanted to create two 
types of Hindustan — one for the rich and 
another for the poor.  “On the contrary, the 
Congress believes in one Hindustan where 
if loan of rich people is waived similarly the 
debt of farmers will also be waived,” he said.

Assembly elections- 2018
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... Editorial Continued

a constitution and procedures are not playthings 
to be twisted at will. There are other procedural 
anomalies overlooked in the French side in this 
contract signed undue. The Modi Government 
has a lot to answer in this scam.

14th November, the 129th birth anniversary of Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru is celebrated as the Children’s Day. Chacha Nehru 
as all children used to call him fondly had a vision to build 
such an India that would be worthy of the generations yet to 
come. One of the greatest statesmen of recent history he led 
India towards modernization even without having resources 
in the country. The establishment of the Public Sector was to 
ensure people would have access to basic necessities, as there 
was not enough entrepreneurial wealth in the nation nor our 
financial institutions. The establishment of true democratic 
values, which though, were a part of the fabric of the nation 
had to be imbibed in the governance of the country. He made 
sure that we got a Constitution, which would stand the test of 
time and fulfill the aspirations of the people. A grateful nation 
remembers him for all that he achieved for the country and 
for the eons of generations that are yet to come.

We also remember our Former Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, the iron lady, who gave us the second fillip for the 
progress of the country. The Iron Lady, as many remember 
her, was instrumental in providing a direction to the growth 
of the nation by her encouragement to small and marginal 
entrepreneurs. It was under her that small-scale industry, 
which is the backbone of our industry, got its strength and was 
encouraged over the large industrial houses. She abolished 
Privy Purses and Nationalized Banks so that every one would 
be able to share and contribute to the nation’s wealth. This 
led to the more equitable distribution of wealth.  The courage 
with which she dared the might of the US Navy while she 
helped the Bangladeshis to get rid of the tyranny of the 
Pakistan rulers and carved out a new nation is unparalleled in 
contemporary history. She was snatched away from us by her 
trusted bodyguards who assassinated her. 

The nation lost a true leader and a unifier of all Indians. 
CPP Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi paying tribute to Indira 
Gandhi said: “She laid down her life in defense of national 
integration and secularism, Indira Gandhi continues to be 
a compelling personality. She is still remembered for her 
indomitable courage and her fierce commitment to India, 
our country founded on unity, not uniformity, rooted in 
inclusion, not exclusion, and sustained by harmony, not 
hate. Her contributions to the shaping of its history and the 
geography of our region are enduring. She gave new hope to 
the aspirations of the weaker sections of society.” We pay our 
homage on her 101st birth anniversary on 19th November. F

electoral promise of ushering in “acche din”(good days) and 
people are feeling “betrayed” now.

Canvassing for the Congress in Dhar in poll-bound Madhya 
Pradesh, Shri Rahul Gandhi also accused the prime minister 
of helping only select industrialists while neglecting farmers, 
tribals and youth of the country.

Congress President said the ruling Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) 
wanted to create two types of Hindustan — one for the rich 
and another for the poor.  “On the contrary, the Congress 
believes in one Hindustan where if loan of rich people is 

waived similarly the debt of farmers will also be waived,” he 
said.

In his speech, Mr Gandhi said people of India, especially 
youth, had voted PM Modi to power by trusting him for the 
promises he had made.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said the Congress will waive loans of 
farmers in Madhya Pradesh within ten days if it is voted to 
power in the state.  “If new chief minister (of Congress) 
delays waiving loans of farmers even by one day (beyond the 
promised ten days), we will install a new chief minister,” he 
said.

The Congress President also promised to set up food 
processing units near farms so that farmers could avail good 
price for their produce and their wards get employment.

Continuing his attack on the BJP government at the Centre, 
Shri Rahul Gandhi said, “After coming to power, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi failed to help tribals, youths, labourers and 
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Shri Rahul Gandhi said Modi no longer talks 
about being a “chowkidar (watchman) of the 
country and of tackling corruption.  Congress 
President claimed that Modi “cancelled 
the Rafale deal of 126 fighter aircraft with 
Dassault Aviation and HAL at a price of 
Rs 526 crore per plane” without informing 
the Indian Air Force and the then defence 
minister Manohar Parrikar.



Congress sandesh   |  15  |  november  2018

farmers, and instead helped only 10-15 industrialists like Anil 
Ambani, Nirav Modi, as a result of which people are feeling 
betrayed.”   He said, “I wanted to ask you how many youths 
were given employment by Ambani and Nirav Modi. Life of 
how many farmers have they changed?”

“Earlier Modiji used to say ‘acche din aayenge’ (good days 
will come) but now people are saying ‘chowkidar chor hai’. 
This is the state of affairs of the country in just four years,” 
he said. v

‘Demonetisation the biggest scam’, says 
Rahul Gandhi

Seoni/Sagar/Mandla: Congress President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi on 16th November, 2018 said the land acquired for 
industrialists will be returned to original owners if his party 
comes to power in Madhya Pradesh and attacked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi over demonetisation, calling it the 
“biggest scam”.

Addressing rallies in support of his party candidates for the 
28 November polls in Madhya Pradesh, where campaigning 
has reached its crescendo, he said key laws targeted at 
disadvantaged sections of the society will be implemented in 
letter and spirit.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said the BJP, in power in Madhya Pradesh 
since 2003, is only working for a few rich people.

He said the land acquired from tribals, farmers and the 
poor for industrialists during the 15-year BJP rule in Madhya 
Pradesh will be returned to them by his party when it forms 
a government after the polls.

Addressing a public rally in Barghat, Seoni district, he said, 
“After coming to power the Narendra Modi government 
attacked three laws — tribal rights, land acquisition and PESA 
(Provisions of the Panchayats - Extension to Scheduled Areas 
- Act), but we did not allow it to happen.”

“We will protect your land after coming to power, and 
implement these acts in letter and spirit. We will give your 
land back to you...this is your right, we will make it happen 
and get the land returned to you,” he said.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said Modi had asked his party’s chief 
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ministers in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, 
Gujarat to stop the implementation of land acquisition law 
(enacted under the UPA), which allows acquisition only after 
the consent of landowner and that too after paying four-
times the land’s cost.  Instead, Modi told his party’s chief 
ministers to “snatch” the land of the poor and hand it over 
to industrialists, he alleged.

“It was thought that he would become chowkidar of farmers, 
labourers, youths, mothers, sisters and weaker sections. But, 
he became a chowkidar of (industrialist) Anil Ambani,” he 
said.

Addressing a public meeting in tribal-dominated Mandla 
district, Shri Rahul Gandhi termed demonetisation as “the 
biggest scam” in the history of the country and reiterated 
that the note-ban exercise was undertaken to benefit a few 
industrialists.  “Have you seen any big person like Ambani and 
others in the queue after demonetisation?” he asked.

Shri Rahul Gandhi attacked Modi over the note ban at 
another rally in Sagar district and accused him of “robbing 
the poor of their hard-earned money and given it away to a 
few rich people”.

Shri Rahul Gandhi said Modi no longer talks about being 
a “chowkidar (watchman) of the country and of tackling 
corruption.  Congress President claimed that Modi “cancelled 
the Rafale deal of 126 fighter aircraft with Dassault Aviation 
and HAL at a price of Rs 526 crore per plane” without 
informing the Indian Air Force and the then defence minister 
Manohar Parrikar.

“The then French president Francois Hollande has said the 
Indian government had asked for Anil Ambani to be taken on 
board for the deal,” the Congress President alleged. “Modi 
gave Rs 30,000 crore to Anil Ambani in this deal. This is the 
chowkidari he has done,” Shri Gandhi alleged.

“These days, the prime minister’s speeches don’t have any 
mention of (eradicating) corruption, a tall promise that he had 
made before coming to power,” Shri Rahul Gandhi claimed.

Madhya Pradesh will have single phase polling for its 230 
assembly seats on November 28 and the counting of votes 
will take place on 11 December. F
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Hyderabad: The Congress launched a full-frontal attack on 
TRS chief and caretaker Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao 
on 23rd November, 2018, accusing him of running a “family 
rule” in Telangana and “failing” to respond to the aspirations 
of people of the state.

UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Congress President 
Shri Rahul Gandhi on 23rd November, 2018 led the criticism 
against the TRS chief in a show of strength by the opposition 
alliance. Leaders of its constituents — the TDP, Telangana 
Jana Samiti and CPI — shared the dais with the grand old 
party at an election rally at Medchal on the city’s outskirts.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, on her maiden visit to Telangana after the 
formation of the state in June 2014, recalled the problems 
the Congress party faced due to its decision to bifurcate 
Andhra Pradesh, saying despite being aware of adverse 
political consequences, the Congress went ahead and created 
Telangana and paid the price in the elections that followed.

“It was not an easy task. It was no small decision. But former 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and Shri Rahul Gandhi 
and the Congress party decided to form Telangana state,” she 
told the rally.

“Chief Minister Rao has cared only for himself and his own 
people leaving the child (Telangana) to suffer. Dalits, adivasis, 
minorities, backward classes, women and students were all 
neglected. The chief minister should tell us what promises he 
made to them and he kept,” she said.

She said she was “very sad” that development which was 
expected after the state’s formation had not happened under 
the TRS dispensation which disappointed youth by its failure 
to provide them jobs.

Farmer suicides were taking place and agriculturists were 
still facing water scarcity, the UPA chairperson said. “The 

TRS government failed to fulfil the aspirations of the people 
of the state,” she said, adding it did not implement the land 
acquisition law enacted by the UPA government. The people 
did not reap full benefit of the UPA dispensation’s flagship rural 
employment scheme MNREGA under Rao’s government, she 

said.

“Through this meeting I appeal to you to vote for the 
Congress and allied parties, and ensure their victory. Extend 
your support for the development of Telangana,” she said even 
as she reaffirmed the Congress party’s commitment to special 
category status for Andhra Pradesh.

Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi attacked Chandrashekar 
Rao, saying “only one man ran Telangana for the last five years. 
He did whatever came to his mind for his family”. “I am asking 
what did the TRS government do for Dalits, tribals, backward 
classes...what promises were fulfilled?” he said and predicted 
that the TRS rule was all set to end.

The Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi said it was to 
provide jobs to the unemployed youth and to address the 
problems of farmers that the Congress had formed an alliance 
with the TDP, CPI and the TJS. “The alliance government will 
work for the people and not for one person. The dreams for 
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Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
attacked Chandrashekar Rao, saying “only one 

man ran Telangana for the last five years. He 
did whatever came to his mind for his family”. 

“I am asking what did the TRS government 
do for Dalits, tribals, backward classes...what 

promises were fulfilled?” he said and predicted 
that the TRS rule was all set to end.

CP’s Telengana visit

ConGrESS lAunChES 
fronTAl ATTACkS on TrS

continued on page 29
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CHAMPHAI: Congress President Shri Rahul Gandhi 
claimed that the RSS and the BJP “know it very well” that the 
party will not win the Lok Sabha elections next year.

Addressing his first election rally at Champhai in Mizoram 
on 20th November, 2018, he also accused the BJP and RSS of 
trying to destroy the culture of the state.

“The RSS and the BJP understand that this is the only 
opportunity for them to enter Mizoram and destroy its 
culture. They know that they are unlikely to win the next 
(Lok Sabha) elections,” Shri Gandhi said at a public rally at 
Champhai.

The Congress has been alleging that the MNF and BJP would 
go for a post-poll alliance in the event of a hung assembly. “It 
is sad that an organisation like the MNF is helping the BJP 
and the RSS in the attempt to destroy the culture, language, 
heritage and history of Mizoram... Only Congress people are 
fighting the divisive ideas of the BJP,” he added.

Raking up the Rafale deal, he alleged that “Narendra Modi 
personally gave Rs. 30,000 crore to Anil Ambani. That is the 
amount for one year’s spending of MGNREGA in the entire 
country”.

Highlighting the 10-year rule of Congress government headed 
by Shri Lal Thanhawla, Shri Rahul Gandhi said the economy of 
the state has progressed a lot with the per capita income of 
the people having almost doubled during this period.  “We 
will make Mizoram as the gateway hub of Eastern India and 
create 11,000 new jobs in next year,” he added.

Shri Rahul Gandhi also recollected the visit of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1987.  “My father drove around 
Mizoram streets. I came with him that time. I want to do 
the same after elections. I want to come to Mizoram, drive 
around and meet people here,” he added. 

Election to the 40-member Mizoram Assembly will be held on 
November 28. Mizoram is the only state in the northeastern 
region where the Congress is in power. F
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CP’s Mizoramvisit

“bjP, rSS know ThEy 
wIll noT wIn 2019 
PollS”: rahul Gandhi 
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Full text of Chairperson of the CPP and Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Trust Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s speech at Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development, New Delhi, 19th November 
2018

It is my pleasure to welcome you all today to the presentation 
of the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and 

Development.

We are privileged to have a distinguished jurist as chief guest 
to present the award to Dr. Manmohan Singh. Justice Thakur 
has left behind his imprint as Chief Justice of India and has 
continued to be a forceful voice for the independence of the 
judiciary, a vital ingredient of our democracy that has become 
all the more crucial in these troubled times.

Thirty-four years ago after she laid down her life in defense of 
national integration and secularism, Indira Gandhi continues 
to be a compelling personality. She is still remembered for her 

indomitable courage and her fierce commitment to India, our 
country founded on unity, not uniformity, rooted in inclusion, 
not exclusion, and sustained by harmony, not hate. Her 
contributions to the shaping of its history and the geography of 
our region are enduring. She gave new hope to the aspirations 
of the weaker sections of society. Their empowerment was an 
article of faith for her.  Even as she established India’s nuclear 
capabilities, she was a tireless campaigner for the abolition 
of nuclear weapons.  Her leadership in facing military and 
political challenges in our neighourhood is legendary. She is 
forever associated with the Green Revolution that made India 
self-reliant in food grains. She was an ecological visionary and 
she left an indelible imprint both in India and abroad. India’s 
highly successful space programme was launched under her 
inspired leadership. It is impossible to mention more than just 
a handful of her achievements in the 16 years she was Prime 
Minister. One of her favourite quotations was something she 
had been told by her grandfather: ‘there are those who work 

and there are those who take credit. Try to be in the first 
group’.  Indeed she was. 

This award instituted in her memory recognizes men, women 
and institutions from across the world whose work has 
exemplified the values Indira Gandhi espoused and the causes 
she championed. Today, we honour a man who worked very 
closely with her for almost a decade and a half, a man who 
was an Advisor on economic matters, to whom she turned 
to instinctively when the economy faced severe crises in the 
mid-seventies and early-eighties. Dr. Manmohan Singh went 
on to greater heights in the years to come. But it would not 
be an exaggeration to say that the foundations of his later 
success were laid in the Indira Gandhi years in the Ministries 
of Commerce and Finance, the Planning Commission and the 
Reserve Bank of India.

Now, What more can I say about Dr. Manmohan Singh that 
all of you do not know already?  His demeanour is such that 

it appears that he was born wise. He is 
the very epitome of integrity, humility, 
sagacity and gravitas. Not for him tall 
claims. Not for him empty and fanciful 
boasts. Not for him self-promoting 
bombast. Not for him falsifications 
of facts and history. Not for him the 
language of abuse and vitriol. 

He wears his learning lightly. He inspires 
trust. His decade-long Prime Ministerial 
tenure saw India record its highest 
economic growth rate ever and also 

saw the implementation of several rights-based legislations 
that gave deeper social meaning and significance to economic 
growth. Dr. Manmohan Singh became Prime Minister at a time 
when the country was on edge, when its collective nerves 
were frayed and when its secular fabric was under assault. 
Within months his persona and policies had a profound 
calming effect. The country once again had the assurance that 
the man at the very top was not a divisive person, that no 
group or individual need feel insecure. Over his tenure, he 
earned for India enhanced respect across the globe -- not by 
seeking credit or kudos but by allowing his work to speak 
for itself.

To say that Dr. Manmohan Singh richly deserves this 
accolade, the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament 
and Development, is to make an understatement. I am sure I 
speak for us all when I express the hope that we will continue 
to get the benefit of his sage counsel and advice for many-
many years to come.  Thank you. Jai Hind. F
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Address by Dr. Manmohan Singh, Former 
Prime Minister on the Occasion of 
Receiving the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development ; New 
Delhi 19 Nov. 2018 

I am honoured and at the same time 
deeply humbled at receiving this most 
prestigious award instituted in the 
memory of Shrimati Indira Gandhi, one 
of India’s most accomplished leaders 
and a deeply respected international 
statesman. Shrimati Indira Gandhi 
understood the exercise of power, but 
tempered it with compassion. She was 
a fervent nationalist and a true patriot, 
safeguarding the interests of her beloved 
country with passionate conviction. 
But she was also a statesman, always 
conscious that to be truly great her 
India must stand for something more 
than itself. Her idea of India anchored 
itself in the pursuit of the larger goals 
of international peace, development 
and nurturing the fragile, life-sustaining 
ecology of our planet Earth. Today 
when our world is confronted with 
an unprecedented ecological crisis, 
exacerbated by accelerated Climate 
Change, let us recall that it was as far 
back as in 1972, when Indiraji sounded 
an early warning about this impending 

global challenge at the First World 
Environment Summit at Stockholm. She 
emphasised the inter-connectedness of 
our planet’s ecology, declaring that, 

“There is no first, second or third 
world, we are all part of one world.”

She shook the world’s conscience when 
she asked,

“Are not poverty and need the greatest 
polluters?”

Long before international discourse 
began to focus on environmental 
sustainability, Indira Gandhi drew from 
India’s ancient wisdom to argue for 
treating Nature as a source of nurture 
rather than as a dark force to be 
conquered and harnessed to satisfying 
human greed.  

Distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen,

Our world is in the midst of multiple 
and transformational transitions- 
political, economic and social. It is 
technology which is driving change and 
technological change itself is occurring at 
an accelerated pace. However, there is a 
considerable lag between technological 
change and the capacity of the human 
mind to absorb the implications of such 

change. New technological marvels are 
adopted speedily because they enhance 
convenience or efficiency or perhaps 
they attract human interest through 
because of their novelty. But adoption 
is not the same as adaptation and 
certainly even further from assimilation. 
It should come as no surprise therefore 
that political institutions and processes, 
economic behaviour and systems 
and social attitudes and structures 
that emerge from and reflect human 
understanding, struggle to manage the 
new and powerful forces unleashed by 
unprecedented pace of technological 
change.

At the end of the Cold War, 
representative democracy and free 
markets seemed to emerge as the 
unassailable hallmarks of the new age. 
And yet within a generation, even 
democracies are being seduced by new 
authoritarianisms while the votaries of 
free markets have become its worst 
offenders. The global financial and 
economic crisis of 2007-8 not only 
overturned long held assumptions 
about capitalism’s strengths but also 
raised questions about the capacity 
of democracies to handle the forces 
unleashed by rapid technological 
change. For India which is a successful 
and vibrant democracy, there is an 
even greater responsibility to keep 
faith in the liberal values enshrined in 
its Constitution and more importantly, 
ingrained in the sensibilities of its 
people. We must not fall prey to the 
argument that India’s development 
requires a restriction of the freedoms 
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The defining characteristic of our age is globalization propelled 
by advances in information and communication technologies, the 
revolution in high-speed transport and more lately the pervasive 
use of the digital medium across the world. Globalization is 
here to stay as it is driven by technology and we are unlikely to 
dispense with our smartphones or abandon the internet. But 
globalization has also led to the emergence of a whole new set 
of challenges which are cross-national in character.
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of its people and a concept of 
nationhood which demands a contrived 
unity rather than embrace the reality of 
India’s diversity.   

The defining characteristic of our age 
is globalization propelled by advances 
in information and communication 
technologies, the revolution in high-
speed transport and more lately the 
pervasive use of the digital medium 
across the world. Globalization is here 
to stay as it is driven by technology 
and we are unlikely to dispense with 
our smartphones or abandon the 
internet. But globalization has also 
led to the emergence of a whole 
new set of challenges which are 
cross-national in character. Tackling 
these challenges demand global and 
collaborative responses. They are not 
amenable to national or even regional 
solutions. Such challenges include the 
scourge of international terrorism, 
international criminal activities such as 
drug trafficking or trafficking of human 
beings in particular women and children, 
the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, global Climate Change, 
the management of global commons 
such as the high seas, cyber space and 
outer space, global pandemics such as 
Ebola or Avian Flu and several other 
similar concerns. Technology has also 
empowered non-state actors who are 
not always amenable to national control. 
The exponential growth of social media 
has undermined state authority but in 
the hands of a predatory state it can also 
become an instrument to undermine 
the fundamental freedoms that citizens 
aspire to. It has empowered ordinary 
citizens and therefore democracy. 
But it has also empowered extremist 
movements and those who preach 
violence and hatred. Technology has 
vastly increased the destructive power 

of weapons, resulting in more violent 
conflicts and human suffering. The 
wholesale destruction of Syria and the 
inhumanity that has been visited on its 
unfortunate people is a reminder how 
the refined instruments of war are 
being harnessed to violent propensities 
unleashed in the multiple conflicts that 
define our era. The sense of common 
humanity and compassion have been 
overlaid with a definition of national 
interest which brooks no restraint. 

The paradox of our age is that just when 
the need for international cooperation 
and a spirit of internationalism has 
become urgent and compelling in order 
to address new and more complex 
challenges, we are witnessing a retreat 
into narrow nationalism across the 
world. If each country demands that 
its own interests be paramount and 
non-negotiable then what room is left 
for mutually beneficial cooperation?   
Indira Gandhi’s quest for India’s destiny 
anchored this quest in a frame of larger 
humanity.  It is this fundamental balance 
which is being lost. 

Globalization has created 
unprecedented opportunities for 
development of developing countries. 
India’s own recent history is an 
example. It is the economic reform and 
liberalisation policies adopted in the 
early nineteen nineties which brought 
about a steady globalization of the 
Indian economy and put it on a high 
growth trajectory. But globalization may 
generate uneven levels of prosperity 
even as it enlarges the size of the cake 
overall both within nations as well as 
among nations. To deal with inequality 
the answer is not to try and reverse 
globalization-which in any case is not 
possible, driven as it is by unrelenting 
technological change- but to use public 
policy to spread its benefits more 

evenly. The failure to deal with inequality 
is a failure of public policy not the 
inherent consequence of globalization. 
By the same token, globalization as an 
international phenomenon, requires 
global institutions and processes to 
manage its dynamic evolution and enable 
all countries to derive its benefits. The 
World Trade Organisation needs to be 
a more powerful multilateral institution 
and the upholder of a rule-based order. 
It is becoming increasingly evident 
that regional trading arrangements 
are not delivering the benefits they 
were expected to. This is evident in 
Brexit as it is in the collapse of the 
proposed mega-trade deals like the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the 
Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (T-TIP).  It is only a firm 
recommitment to the multilateral 
rule-based trade order which would 
enable the efficient management of an 
increasingly inter-connected and inter-
dependent global economy. This must 
be high on India’s international agenda.

I believe that the future will belong 
to countries that stay ahead of the 
globalization curve. At another infexion 
point in history, when the Cold War 
had ended and political and economic 
uncertainties loomed large, India 
chose the right path in reorienting its 
economic strategy and in adjusting its 
foreign policies to a new geopolitical 
environment. This paid handsome 
dividends as India emerged as a major 
emerging economy and an influential 
international actor. As a new set of 
transitions take us to yet another 
inflexion point we must learn the 
lessons of history and continue to 
make the right choices. 

If globalization is a continuing and 
reinforcing trend, then the emergence 
of an increasingly multipolar world is 
another. The two are integrally inter-
linked. Multipolarity is evolving in two 
related dimensions. One is the steady 
shift of the centre of gravity of global 
economic and military power from the 
trans-Atlantic to the trans-Pacific. Asia 
today is home to a cluster of major 
existing and emerging powers, including 
India, China, Japan, Australia, South 
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We are now at a point in history where there is an urgent 
need to strengthen institutions of global governance, including 
the United Nations, promote multilateralism as a process 
for transforming global collaboration on a whole series of 
global challenges which threaten to fragment and undermine 
international order. We must lead in reviving the spirit of 
internationalism to temper the narrow urgings of nationalism 
now sweeping across the world.
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Korea and the increasingly prosperous 
nations of South-East Asia. This is also 
the region where countries are adding 
steadily to their security capabilities, 
even as the United States continues to 
maintain a formidable military presence 
in the region.  This shift of the centre 
of gravity of global power to Asia is 
accompanied by a parallel diffusion of 
power within the region itself even 
though the growth of Chinese power has 
been the most spectacular. Structurally 
speaking the Asian landscape is already 
multipolar and demands a security and 
economic architecture which is open, 
inclusive, transparent and balanced. 
Countries of the region, including India, 
are entitled to safeguard their security 
interests such as the security of the sea 
lines of communication. The question 
is whether countries will seek such 
security in unilateral assertion of power 
or through multilaterally negotiated 
set of mutual assurances. I believe 
that if Asia is to sustain its remarkable 
trajectory of growth and dynamism, 
acknowledging and learning to manage 
its emerging multipolarity will be the 
key. If not, peace will inevitably be the 
casualty and so would development.

If Asia is the multipolar hub of the 
world, there is little doubt that the 
international order will be multipolar 
of necessity. This will not only reflect 
the very real diffusion of economic 
and military power across the world 
but will also acknowledge what I 

pointed to earlier: that the series of 
new challenges the world confronts 
today being global in dimension, require 
global and importantly collaborative 
responses.  Collaboration cannot 
be coerced. On the other hand 
collaboration can only be effective if it 
is on the basis of equity and justice. It 
is only multipolarity channeled through 
multilateral institutions and processes 
which could generate a collaborative 
impulse. Right from the day it became 
an independent nation, India has been a 
steady champion of multilateralism and 
the spirit of internationalism without 
which it would lack its driving impulse. 
We are now at a point in history where 
there is an urgent need to strengthen 
institutions of global governance, 
including the United Nations, promote 
multilateralism as a process for 
transforming global collaboration on a 
whole series of global challenges which 
threaten to fragment and undermine 
international order. We must lead in 
reviving the spirit of internationalism 
to temper the narrow urgings of 
nationalism now sweeping across the 
world.

If globalization is an inevitability and 
India needs to stay ahead of the curve, 
what are the assets it can draw upon? 
A globalized world is a congested space 
with intense interaction among widely 
differing cultures and societies and ways 
of thinking.  Successful societies of the 
future will be those which can handle 

immense diversity and have an innate 
cosmopolitan temperament. One of 
the most admired qualities of India 
is its success as a plural democracy 
which celebrates diversity rather than 
equate unity with monochromatic 
dispensations. The framers of India’s 
Constitution were wise men and 
women in articulating a concept of 
citizenship which transcended, but did 
not seek suppression of India’s diversity. 
The more narrowly we seek to destiny 
our identity the less capacity we will 
have in dealing with a globalizing world 
outside our borders.

Indira Gandhi saw herself as a global 
citizen even as she strove to make 
India a land of peace and prosperity. 
Throughout her years as India’s leader 
she was constantly balancing India’s 
national interests with its international 
responsibilities. India’s interests always 
came first. She had no hesitation 
in standing alone in rejecting the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation treaty in 
1968 despite intense international 
pressure and her own commitment 
to the cause of nuclear disarmament. 
Nor did she hesitate when war with 
Pakistan became inevitable in 1971 in 
the aftermath of Pakistani aggression. 
She did not hesitate to secure India’s 
defence in incorporating Sikkim 
formally into the Indian Union in 1975. 
And yet throughout her tenure as 
India’s Prime Minister, she remained 
a highly respected international 
statesman, a persuasive interlocutor on 
behalf the constituency of developing 
and non-aligned countries, a passionate 
advocate of ecological sustainability 
and a votary of world peace. As we pay 
homage to her memory today let us 
follow her example in constructing a 
future for India in step with the advance 
of humanity.

I would like to end the address with her 
inspiring remarks as Chairperson of 
the Non-Aligned Summit in 1983, “The 
earth belongs to us all, let us cherish it 
in peace and true brotherhood, based 
on the dignity and equality of man.”

I thank you for your attention. F
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AnAlysis

The results of assembly elections in Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Telangana and Mizoram are expected to 

have a huge bearing on political results in 2019. Out of these 
states Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan have 520 
assembly seats and collectively they have 65 seats in Lok 
Sabha, which is eight percent of Lok Sabha seats. Accordingly, 
the outcome of these elections will have strong impact 
on 2019 general elections. In these three states Congress 
Party has better electoral prospects due to combinations of 
factors. These factors play an important role for Congress 
Party to secure majority of seats in assembly elections. Let’s 
examine what are those combination of factors in three 
different states.

Rajasthan

In Rajasthan BJP-government led by Vasundhara Raje is not 
in a position to win majority seats. Farmers’ distress is main 
issue in the state, farmers suffer loss due to erratic monsoon 
and pressures of loan repayment. Farmers in the state are 
dissatisfied with Vasundhara Raje over the execution of 
agricultural policies and unfulfilled promise. In May 2018 
five farmers committed suicide due to lack of support from 
government, this is new phenomena in state like Rajasthan. 
They are not satisfied with the announcement of minimum 
support price (MSP). Farmers demanded that Swaminathan 
Commission’s recommendations be used in the formula 
for calculating the MSP because it included the cost of the 
production from the farm to the market and presumed cost 
of land. In these terms the dissatisfaction of the farmers could 
cost the BJP a hefty chunk of rural voters. This is similar to 
what the BJP faced in the Saurashtra area of Gujarat during 
the 2017 assembly polls.

Unemployment is a issue in assembly elections of Rajasthan. 

In 2013 Vasundhara Raje had promised 1.5 million jobs, 
her slogan was “Laathi nahi naukari duungi”. The youth feel 
feeling cheated by BJP because recruitment process has 
not begun, or recruitment process has been challenged in 
the court due to faulty advertisement. In this way whole 
process of recruitment has struck in the court. This section 
of unemployed youth are not going to vote for the BJP in 
coming elections.

Funds for old age pension, food security, free medicines has 
been drastically reduced by the BJP government. Like 2.5 
million families have been removed from the food security 
scheme, 2 million people are unable to access the subsidised 
rations due to inefficient Point of Sale (POS) machines. 
Due to this factor poor are suffering at the expanse of 
digital governance. Apart from this, Centre sponsored social 
security scheme in the state are not implemented properly.

These are the issues which create perception of inefficiency 
of BJP-led government by Vasundhara Raje. Different section 
of society as well as rural and urban voters are favouring 
Congress Party and for them inefficiency perception of BJP 
is valid. It is very difficult for BJP to break this perception in 
these elections. During these election Congress Party slogan 
is “Kusasan Vasundhara Rajeka”

Madhya Pradesh

The state assembly elections before 2019 general elections is 
a litmus test for the BJP because for 15 years BJP is in power 
in the state. BJP came to power in 2003 in the first elections 
that were held after the bifurcation of the state. In Madhya 
Pradesh anti incumbency looms large. Large chunk of voters 
shifted to Congress Party in this context.

In Madhya Pradesh more than 65 percent of productive 
age group engage in agriculture. Farm 
distress is one of the major issues which 
negatively impact BJP in these elections. 
Issues, like loan waivers and better prices 
to the farmers for their produce is not 
addressed properly by BJP government. 
One study gives shocking report that 
about 1/10th of farmer suicides in the 

ConGrESS PArTy hAS brIGhT 
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In 2013 Vasundhara Raje had promised 1.5 million jobs, her 
slogan was “Laathi nahi naukari duungi”. The youth feel feeling 
cheated by BJP because recruitment process has not begun, or 
recruitment process has been challenged in the court due to 
faulty advertisement. In this way whole process of recruitment 
has struck in the court. This section of unemployed youth are 
not going to vote for the BJP in coming elections.
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past sixteen years took place in a year from February 2016 
and 2017. In 2017 six agitated farmers killed in police firing, 
this incident is still fresh in the memory of the people, its 
crates negative perception of the government. This issue 
dominate the politics of Madhya Pradesh in these assembly 
elections.

Young population is dissatisfied by the BJP government for 
not creating job opportunities in the state. The increasing 
number of unemployed youths in the state are going to vote 
against BJP. This section is also dissatisfied on Vyapam Scam. 
The Vyapam scam was unearthed in 2003 and from that 
time 25 whistle blowers and eye witnesses have died under 
suspicious circumstances. Non action by Shivraj Chouhan 
government over Vyapam scam allegations have dented 
his image which will have negative impact on BJP in these 
elections. On the other side Congress Party is constant in to 
bring issues related to Vyapam and this move create positive 
impression among people for the party which favours it 
assembly election. At the leadership level the Congress in 
Madhya Pradesh is in a better position as compared to the BJP. 
Kamal Nath is an experienced political strategist. He is nine 
terms member of Parliament from Chhindwara. Jyotiraditya 
Scindia is a campaign committee chief 
for the Congress Party in Madhya 
Pradesh. Jyotiraditya’s ability to 
connect with the youth which makes 
up 44 percent of the voters will help 
the Congress Party to garner large 
number of votes from this section. 
Part ticket distributed by Congress is 
the most important aspect which gives 
party an edge. The formula adopted by 
Congress is to give ticket only to those 
candidates who worked on ground 
level. This formula directly connects 
workers of Party with the leadership. 
JAYS (Jai Advasi Yuva Shakti) is a tribal outfit which has now 
entered into an arrangement with the Congress. The first list 
of candidates that was released by the party gave ticket to 
the founder of JAYS from Manawar constituency. Jays is led by 
Hiralal Alawa, a doctor from AIIMS, who started the party in 

2012 as a result of dissatisfaction among 
the tribal with the government. There 
are 47 seats reserved for Scheduled 
Tribe population in Madhya Pradesh and 
Congress Party’s alliance with JAYS will 
be beneficial for the Congress in terms 
of electoral outcomes in assembly 
elections.

Chhattisgarh

In the last assembly elections out of 90 
seats, BJP had won 49 seats, Congress 
secured 39, BSP 1 and independent 
1. This time Chhattisgarh assembly 
elections were held in two phases. Issues 

like Maoist threat in state, corruption, farmers distress, road 
connectivity and power shortage will give Congress Party an 
edge over ruling BJP in these elections. In 2006 then Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh describe Naxalism as the single 
biggest internal security challenge. In 2009, the centre banned 
the CPI (Maoist) under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA). Raman Singh’s government has failed to tackle 
Naxal menace over the past few years. Naxals have launched 
deadly attack on security forces including the Darbha Valley 
incident, which killed Congress leaders Mahendra Karma, 
Uday Mudaliya Nand Kumar Patel, his son Dinesh and 
other political leaders associated with the party, who were 
campaigning ahead of the 2013 polls.

Power shortage is one of the prominent issues in Chhattisgarh 
assembly election. Raman Singh government has failed to 
give twenty-four-hour supply of electricity to the people. 
According to Financial Express report in 2018 a rise in 
demand for electricity and dearth of coal supply has pushed 
power plants towards outages. As per the government data, 
power plants are suffering from coal shortages and because 
of this factor power plants which are generating 10,500 MW, 
2,700 MW, and 4,210 MW are declared as non-functional. 

It means government has no clear policy on electricity and 
whatever has implemented is suffering from clear objectives. 
In this context BJP chief Amit Shah claim of 24-hour power 
supply achievement by Raman Singh government is false and 
has no relation with ground realities. In this scenario Congress 

AnAlysis

Young population is dissatisfied by the BJP government for not 
creating job opportunities in the state. The increasing number 
of unemployed youths in the state are going to vote against 
BJP. This section is also dissatisfied on Vyapam Scam. The 
Vyapam scam was unearthed in 2003 and from that time 25 
whistle blowers and eye witnesses have died under suspicious 
circumstances. Non action by Shivraj Chouhan government 
over Vyapam scam allegations have dented his image which 
will have negative impact on BJP in these elections. On the 
other side Congress Party is constant in to bring issues related 
to Vyapam and this move create positive impression among 
people for the party which favours it assembly election.

Rahul Gandhi is proceeding in right direction in terms of 
electoral strategy, for example he is using respective advantage 
of Ashok Gahlot and Sachin Pilot without prematurely deciding 

party chief ministerial candidate. It goes to the Rahul Gandhi 
credit that BJP’s central leadership, including Prime Minister 

himself has been forced to acknowledge his name in recent 
months, testifying his increasing political confidence. Their 
attack, most personal, on Rahul Gandhi have intensified. It 

would not be an exaggeration to argue that the road for the 
congress in 2019 general elections goes through Rajasthan. 
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Party has better prospects to get majority of votes because 
of better alternative provided by the party as compared to 
the BJP.

Chhattisgarh was curved out of Madhya Pradesh with the 
aim to provide the native speakers of Chhattisgarhi language 
their own independent state and to ensure that the region’s 
large Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe population are 
represented adequately. Nearly one third of the state’s 
population is from ST communities, while 11.6 percent of it 
are from SC group. However, statehood, it appears, has done 
little to improve the lives of the poorest in the state. A report 
by Rangrajan Panel had found that nearly half of Chhattisgarh 
population 47.9 percent was below the poverty line, which 
is highest among all Indian states. Apart from this the 
Augusta Westland chopper case and the public distribution 
scheme scam came to light in recent years, where the state 
government has faced irregularities. In these terms Congress 
party has natural advantage in assembly elections.

In its campaigns, the Congress Party has focused on the plight 
of farmers in Chhattisgarh. 70 percent population is engaged 
in agriculture and allied activities. The Congress has been 
raising the issue of farmers distress in state constantly and 
intensify its attack on state government. The Congress raised 
the issue of minimum support price, the previous Congress 
led UPA paid to farmers as against the MSP the ruling BJP led 
government pays them. The congress has accused the current 
BJP govt pf going back on its 2013 poll promise of providing 
2100 MSP and 300 as annual bonus.

These factors clearly show a comfortable electoral margin 
for congress party in these assembly elections. Now let us 
discuss the impact of these assembly results on 2019 general 
elections. The outcome in the next round of assembly 
elections in crucial Hindi dominated states of Rajasthan, 
Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh is going to be extremely 
crucial for 2019 general elections. Survey, media reports 
from ground show that mood of the electorate is inclined 
in favour of the Congress party in these states. In Rajasthan 
electorates are in favour of Congress. It is there because of 
combined force of anti-incumbency, fractious political battles 
within BJP and maturity shown by the top two leaders of 
congress party. If Sachin Pilot’s rise in Rajasthan politics 
proves that hard work ultimately pays rich dividends in the 
longer runs, Ashok Gehlot’s prominence demonstrates his 
firm grip on the party organisation. In Rajasthan BJP is going 
to suffer heavy electoral loss and CM Vasundhara Raje is not 
able to attract votes of the electorates. This is because the 
manner in which she ran her government, marginalised the 
loyal party workers and antagonising the seasoned leaders. 
As her popularity rating continues to go down, the vacuum 
has been ably filled by the Congress Party. In these terms 
Sachin Pilot and Ashok Gehlot are now the new favourites of 
the electorate. The Rajasthan assembly elections are focused 
on state level issues and personalities as the so-called Modi 
wave seems to have lost its sheen. In Rajasthan, Rahul Gandhi 

is proceeding in right direction in terms of electoral strategy, 
for example he is using respective advantage of Ashok Gahlot 
and Sachin Pilot without prematurely deciding party chief 
ministerial candidate. It goes to the Rahul Gandhi credit that 
BJP’s central leadership, including Prime Minister himself has 
been forced to acknowledge his name in recent months, 
testifying his increasing political confidence. Their attack, 
most personal, on Rahul Gandhi have intensified. It would not 
be an exaggeration to argue that the road for the congress in 
2019 general elections goes through Rajasthan. 

In Madhya Pradesh Congress Party has favourable 
circumstances. Anti-incumbency is almost comparable to 
Digvijay Singh’s time way back in 2003. Tribal Dalit and general 
voters will be consolidated under Congress and its allies. It 
means this will have a deciding effect on 35-40 seats because 
Congress won the by-poll in Kolaras and Mungaoli, this vote 
bank is naturally inclined towards Congress this time. In 2003 
BJP won 44.88 percent vote share against Congress 42.67 
percent. BJP got 165 seats while Congress only got 58 seats. 
A 2 - percent vote share difference is enough to create a 
100 plus seat difference. This arithmetic will work because 
Modi effect has already broken down. Modi’s message would 
be less appealing to an agrarian and urban population of 
Madhya Pradesh. In Madhya Pradesh farmers, Dalits, Youth 
and state government officers are not happy with the BJP 
government. Congress Party has consolidated itself under 
leadership of Kamal Nath and Jiyotiraditya Schindia. In these 
terms Congress is determined, and focused campaign will 
definitely favour the party in elections. Factions inside the 
state congress have been united like they were under Madhav 
Rao Schindia back in early 90’s. Trouble makers and bad names 
are sidelined in election campaign.

In Chhattisgarh assembly elections Congress Party has 
favourable environment. During last election there was only 
one percent vote share difference between Congress and BJP. 
In 2013 election, BJP won 49 out of 90 seats with a vote share 
of 41.04 percent while Congress won 39 seats and secured 
a vote share of 40.29 percent. From this perspective, for first 
time in many years, circumstances are favouring Congress 
Party. The exit of Ajit Jogi from Congress Party is advantage 
for it. According to media reports there is a strong sentiment 
in favour of Congress Party because people understand that 
vote for Ajit Jogi will mean support for BJP. With Jogi factor 
out from Congress, this will be helpful in winning back the 
support of upper caste, OBC, traders and employees who 
had shifted their allegiance to the BJP due to Ajit Jogi. As 
part of its strategy, the Congress leadership has deliberately 
decided not to name Chief Ministerial candidate following 
the assessment that announcing the face will trigger internal 
struggle and hurt party’s electoral prospects. This analysis is 
a true reflection of ground realities. All the possible factors 
discussed here show that Congress Party is going to secure 
majority in these assembly elections. F

(Author is an Assistant Professor with JDM College, DU)

AnAlysis
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“In bravery, he is not to be 
surpassed. Who can excel 

him in the love of country? 
He is rash and impetuous, say 
some — and if he has the dash 
and rashness of a warrior, he 
also has the prudence of a 
statesman — he is pure as a 
crystal, he is truthful beyond 
suspicion. He is a knight sans 
peur, sans reproche – the 
nation is safe in his hands.”

So spoke Mahatma Gandhi 
on October 3, 1929, soon 
after forty-year-old Jawaharlal 
Nehru was elected President 
of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) scheduled to 
be held at Lahore two months 
later. Only two months earlier 
the Mahatma had issued a statement, on August 1, 1929 saying 
that “those who know the relations that subsist between 
Jawaharlal and me know that his being in the chair is as good 
as my being in it. We may have intellectual differences, but are 
hearts are one...”

Ten provincial committees (akin to pradesh Congress 
committees of today) had proposed Gandhiji’s name for the 
Lahore’s session to succeed Pt. Motilal Nehru, the outgoing 
President who had presided over the Calcutta (now Kolkata) 
session in 1928. Amongst the top leaders to share the 
overwhelming view of the Congress were C. Rajgopalachari 
(CR) and Vallabhbhai Patel, who himself was recommended 
by Congress committees of five provinces. Though Jawaharlal 
was recommended by only three provincial committees, the 
Mahatma decided in his favour, and had enough reasons to 
do so. Rajmohan Gandhi, the grandson of Gandhiji, explains 
in his biography of Patel that “he (Mahatma) reckoned, firstly, 
that Nehru would rally young men and women. Secondly, he 
hoped that ‘responsibility will mellow and sober the youth... 
thirdly, he was confident.. that Jawaharlal would abide by his 
views... there were other reasons... following the December 
1928 ‘parting of the ways’ of which Jinnah had spoken, 
many Muslims had ended their links with the Congress, and 
Jawaharlal seemed more likely than Vallabhbhai to re-attract 

Praveen Davar

Why Gandhi chose nehru

some of them... Also Gandhi 
hoped that young radicals 
tempted by Communist 
ideas would remain with the 
Congress if Jawaharlal became 
President, and that the move 
might simultaneously help ‘to 
wear Nehru himself from the 
drift to the far left’.”

But Jawaharlal was not too 
happy with the manner in 
which he was chosen and 
would recall later: “I have 
seldom felt quite so annoyed 
and humiliated.. It was not 
that I was not sensible of the 
honour... but I didn’t come to it 
by the main entrance or even 
a side entrance. I appeared 
suddenly by a trap door and 

bewildered the audience into acceptance.” Earlier, when he 
had come to know that Gandhiji was proposing his name for 
the Presidenship, the young Jawahar, on 21 August, sent him a 
telegram: “Beg of you not to press my name for presidentship. 
“But the Mahatma, for reasons known only to himself, had 
made up this mind. As leader of the struggle for independence, 
he was aware that Jawaharlal was the most appropriate choice 
for the next phase of the freedom struggle which will give a 
call for Purna Swaraj (complete independence).

On the night of December 29, Jawaharlal Nehru 
unfurled the flag of free India on the banks of Ravi 
and declared: “The flag under which you stand 
today and which you have just now saluted does 
not belong to any community... all those who stand 
today under this flag are Indians, not Hindus, not 
Muslims, but Indians...” Two days later, on January 
2, 1930, the new Congress Working Committee 
(CWC) of Jawaharlal sanctioned Gandhi’s plan 
of giving freedom to (then) 30 crore Indians on a 
day which was declared as Independence Day: 
26 January 1930. But as ultimately India became 
free on August 15, 1947, a date personally chosen 
by the last Viceroy, Earl Mountbatten, January 26 
was selected as the Republic Day in 1950 when 

continued on page 31
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This is the second anniversary of the Demonetization. Two 
years back on the same day the Prime Minister of India had 

taken a wrong and insensitive decision, 86% of the currency 
in circulation, worth 15 lakh 41 thousand crore in the form 
of 500 and 1000 rupees note, was invalidated and outlawed. 
This was the decision of the Prime Minister. Naturally then, 
the direct responsibility of whatever followed in the country 
rests with none other than Narendra Modi ji.

The Prime Minister gave four reasons for the Demonetization. 
First, it was black money. Second, that money emanated from 
the crime and corruption, the corruption will end with it. 
Third, the terrorist will not get money and fourth, there is fake 
currency in the market. After two years all the four hypothesis 
propounded by the Prime Minister have falsified. This was the 
money of the common people earned by sheer labour and 
hardship. For the economy that is run through unorganized 
sector in which 90% is contributed by unorganized areas, the 
need for cash is inevitable. There is no country in the world 
whether it is poor or rich, big or small where the transaction in 
cash does not take place or the trade is not regulated in cash. 
There is no country in the world where people do not stash 
away money in cash. We had told the Prime Minister about 
the danger of being ‘cashless’, because the Prime Minister had 
talked a lot about getting cashless. We had also told him that 
it would have severe blow on our GDP, the reality has come 
to the fore that this money belonged to the common people 
of the country. The Reserve Bank had announced on 29th 
August that 99.3% of the currency had returned to it. It means 
15 lakh and 31 thousand crore rupees had been deposited 
with the RBI and only 10,720 crore rupees were missing. The 
money which was lying with the poor people of the country 
was not returned despite the assurances given by the Prime 
Minister. The spectacle of old men, women, mothers carrying 
their children in their laps trying to get their old currency 
exchanged in Delhi being beaten by the police still becomes 
vivid but their money were not taken back.

This is the responsibility of the Prime Minister who maligned 
the country in the eyes of the world. He had called the hard 
earned money of the common people to be the black money 
acquired through crime. Does any criminal or a terrorist 
declare his/her black money and deposit it in one’s bank 
account? This is my straight question. Second point, the people 
could not get new currency but within two weeks of the 
decision of Demonetization the new currency note of 2000 
was recovered in lakhs and crores from Pampore, Kulgaam in 
Kashmir valley where terror attack took place. Third point, 
within two weeks on around 26-27 November 2016, 40 
crores rupees of new 2000 currency note were recovered 
from Bangladesh border which were counterfeit. This was the 
fall out of the Prime Minister’s action. Did terrorism end, has 
the corruption finished off? That did not take place and so far 
as that issue of cash circulation is concerned, I want to tell 
you that the cash in circulation was 72.7% in the country at 
that time, it stands at 80.2% today. We had told then as well 
that the cash in circulation is a general phenomenon in every 
country and we have the data’s of all countries. 80% cash is in 
circulation in Germany, 80% in Austria, 65% in Australia, 52% 
in Canada, 90% in India-China. Thus, whatever did he say has 
proven wrong. 

The Reserve Bank has clearly stated how much money is in 
circulation in the country today. My state question to the 
Prime Minister is that is he ready to admit his mistake and 
ask for forgiveness from the country today? We know that 
this is a futile question, because he has bloated egos, he is 
insensitive and obstinate and his ministers are maimed and 
some leaders of the BJP have no option but to hard that 
whatever decision he took was good for the country. The 
hardship caused by that this decision and 2% of the GDP 
collapsed, which former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
ji had said that 1.5 lakh crore loss accrued to the country 
could never be compensated. The people who are daily wage 
earners, who labour hard to eke out a living throughout the 

day got destroyed. The factories were closed, 
this is the government data which no one can 
deny. 43% MSME were closed down, around 
12 crore people work in those industries out 
of which 4 crore people are already rendered 
jobless.

Besides, the Prime Minister is to be told as to 
what kind of people did you force to queue up 

Anand	Sharma

DEMonETIzATIon SPEllS DooM 
for nATIon

This was the money of the common people earned by 
sheer labour and hardship. For the economy that is run 
through unorganized sector in which 90% is contributed by 
unorganized areas, the need for cash is inevitable. There 
is no country in the world whether it is poor or rich, big or 
small where the transaction in cash does not take place or 
the trade is not regulated in cash. There is no country in 
the world where people do not stash away money in cash.
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Statement by former Prime Minister  
Dr. Manmohan Singh on 2nd 
anniversary of demonetisation

notebandi unleashed havoc 
on the Indian economy

November 8, 2018, New 
Delhi 

Today marks the second 
anniversary of the ill-

fated and ill-thought 
d e m o n e t i s a t i o n 
exercise that the 
Narendra Modi 
g o v e r n m e n t 
undertook in 2016. 

The havoc that it 
unleashed on the Indian economy and society is 
now evident to everyone. Notebandi impacted 
every single person, regardless of age, gender, 
religion, occupation or creed. 

It is often said that time is a great healer. But 
unfortunately, in the case of demonetisation, 
the scars and wounds of demonetisation are 
only getting more visible with time. Beyond the 
steep drop in headline GDP growth numbers 
after demonetisation, the deeper ramifications 
of notebandi are still unravelling. Small and 
medium businesses that are the cornerstone 
of India’s economy are yet to recover from 
the demonetisation shock. This has had a 
direct impact on employment as the economy 
continues to struggle to create enough new jobs 
for our youth. The financial markets are volatile 
as the liquidity crisis wrought by demonetisation 
is taking its eventual toll on infrastructure 
lenders and non-bank financial services firms. 
We are yet to understand and experience the 
full impact of the demonetisation exercise. 
With a depreciating currency and rising global 
oil prices, macro-economic headwinds are also 
starting to blow now.

It is therefore prudent to not resort to further 
unorthodox, short-term economic measures 
that can cause any more uncertainty in the 
economy and financial markets. I urge the 
government to restore certainty and visibility in 
economic policies. Today is a day to remember 
how economic misadventures can roil the nation 
for a long time and understand that economic 
policymaking should be handled with thought 
and care. F

demonetizAtion scAm

Statement by Indian national Congress 
President Shri rahul Gandhi

The full truth about demonitization 
is not out yet

November 8th will forever go down in 
the history of India, as a day of infamy. Two 
years ago, on this day, Prime Minister Modi 
unleashed the tyranny of demonetization 
on the nation. At eight that night, he 
appeared on television to deliver a 
unilateral announcement, that we now 
know didn’t even have the support of his 
own economic advisors. With that one 
declaration of demonetization, Mr. Modi took 86% of India’s 
currency out of circulation, bringing our economy to a grinding 
halt.

Demonetization was a tragedy. India has faced many tragedies 
in its past. Many a time have envious, external enemies tried 
to hurt us. But demonetization is unique in the history of our 
tragedies because it was a self-inflicted, suicidal attack that 
destroyed millions of lives and ruined thousands of India’s 
small businesses. The worst hit by demonetization were the 
poorest of the poor, forced to queue for days to exchange 
their meagre savings.

More than a hundred and twenty Indians died in those queues. 
We must never forget them. Millions of small and medium 
businesses were smashed and the entire informal sector 
devastated.

Since 2016, economists around the world have analysed 
the crippling impact of demonetization, concluding that 
demonetization was an unmitigated disaster that didn’t 
meet a single of its stated objectives. And the list of these 
supposed objectives has grown over time. From a war against 
counterfeit currency and terrorism, to permanently removing 
the scourge of black money; from increasing savings to forcing 
a shift to digital transactions; not a single stated objective of 
the Government’s has been met.

All that was accomplished was a disaster.

Modi’s demonetization cost India over one and a half million 
jobs and wiped out at least 1% from our GDP.

On the second anniversary of the Prime Minister’s monumental 
blunder, the Government’s spin-doctors, including our 
incompetent Finance Minister, have the unenviable task of 
defending an indefensible, criminal policy.

India will discover, no matter how the government tries to 
hide it, that demonetization wasn’t just an ill-conceived and 
poorly executed economic policy with “innocent intent”, but a 
carefully planned, criminal financial scam.

The full truth about demonetization is not out yet. The Indian 
people will not rest till it is. F
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before the banks, they were labourers, government employees, 
small shopkeepers and our mothers and sisters. Around 11 
crore Indians continued to stand in the queue before the 
ATM and the bank for 43 consecutive days on an average. This 
process continued for 43 days and people were force to beg 
for their own money and the rule was kept changing – 2000, 
4000 and then 10,000 limit of withdrawal. The RBI issued 71 
notifications, 64 to 65 circulars came from Ministry of Finance. 
They had no idea as to what they were doing, because it was 
an autocratic decision, a decision taken by a single individual. 
There was no preparation nor was the currency note printed. 
Even today I want to repeat it that it was the poor, the farmer, 
the small shopkeeper and housewives who suffered the most.

The BJP people harp that it was a good work. It is shameful, if 
it was a good work then nothing could be worse. The country 
has 1 lakh 34 thousand branches of banks, there are 6.5 lakh 
villages and 2 lakh 15 thousand ATMs in the country. 78% of 
total banks are in the cities, metros and kasbas, only 22% of 
them are to be found in 6.5 lakh villages and the money from 
Gramin & Cooperative Banks were not exchanged. Much 
later some money from those cooperative banks came, which 
ran into hundreds of crores, which will be probed after the 
change of power. The poor had no money nor could they get 
their money deposited in banks, nor could they use it. This is 
the reality of India. 

36.1 % of the currency 2017-18 was detected as counterfeit 
whereas in 2016 &17, as per the RBI report, it was 4.3%. You 
can go through the RBI report. I have with me, I have got the 
numbers. What reply does the Prime Minister have for this? 
The people who had money went to the banks, the terrorists 
still have money and the fake currency got minted outside 
the country. The RBI says how much was captured. It was not 
that only people stood up in queues, but 143 people lost their 
lives. This was not all. There were thousands of people lined 
up in the hospital undergoing treatment, there were people 
who were suffering from deferent ailments, the families didn’t 
have money to buy medicine and meet medical expenses. 
Lacks of marriages broke down due to paucity of cash. 

The Reserve Bank has clearly stated how 
much money is in circulation in the country 
today. My state question to the Prime 
Minister is that is he ready to admit his 
mistake and ask for forgiveness from the 
country today? We know that this is a futile 
question, because he has bloated egos, he is 
insensitive and obstinate and his ministers 
are maimed and some leaders of the BJP 
have no option but to hard that whatever 
decision he took was good for the country. 
The hardship caused by that this decision and 
2% of the GDP collapsed, which former Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh ji had said that 
1.5 lakh crore loss accrued to the country 
could never be compensated.

continued from page 16

which you fought (for creation of Telangana) the CM did not 
fulfil. This alliance will fulfil them,” he said.

In her speech, Smt. Sonia Gandhi assailed KCR for trying to 
perpetuate family rule. “What did the TRS government do for 
women and youth of Telangana in the past four years? If at 
all there was any development, it was only of one family (of 
KCR),” she said.

Comparing Telangana to a newborn baby, Smt. Sonia Gandhi 
said every mother wishes her children to grow up well. “But 
I feel sad when I see the people of Telangana (suffer) and the 
state of affairs here,” she said, seeking to strike an emotional 
chord with the people of the state.

The UPA chairperson said, “It was the UPA government that 
had decided to give Andhra Pradesh special category status 
after the bifurcation. The Congress is still committed to its 
promise.”

This is Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s first visit to Telangana after the 
state was formed on 2 June, 2014. She had last addressed a 
rally in the state in Karimnagar on 15 April 2014, during the 
last elections. F

Congress launches frontal attacks on TrS

Expressing solidarity with the finance minister I want to keep 
him out of the debate. Arun Jaitley ji should be out of it, this 
decision was not taken with his consent, nor was the RBI ask 
for it. The board meeting of the RBI was called, the members 
had almost been kept in captivity for four hours, they were 
forced to giving writing. The ministry was also put in to 
captivity, the ministers were barred from mobiles phones until 
the Prime Minister of this country did not make the historic 
declaration and left the country to fend for itself.

Even the RBI says that money has come, everyone knows it 
but where does the money go? This is also a question today. 
What is the reason that despite so much money having been 
acquired no money is to be found in the bank, it cannot lend 
money to industry. Money did come but was looted, who is 
to be held responsible for it? Everyone knows under whose 
supervision did the bank fraud take place. They say the 
corruption has ended, the banks of the country were looted 
our money is not secure in banks and despite all these the 
Prime Minister had said that out of 15 lakh 41 thousand 
crores 4 lakh crore were fake. He had said that the 4 lakh 
crore, which is black money, will come to the government but 
it didn’t come. The Prime Minister and the Finance Minister 
want to snatch the dividend which was to be given by the RBI 
and which has halved. Now the contingency reserve with the 
RBI. They are taking away 3 lakh 60 thousand crores from the 
RBI, because their contention proved wrong. Now in order to 
prove its points the Finance Minister and associates are saying 
the money is to be appropriated from the RBI, little knowing 
the fact that the money does not belong to the RBI but it is 
the money of the country. F

Article based on his Press Briefing on 8th November, 2018.
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The Iron Lady of India – Indira 
Gandhi was called so for a 

reason. At a time when women 
preferred staying behind closed 
doors, she stepped up and forayed 
into active politics. She had her 
apprehensions, her fears; but she 
conquered them all and excellently 
worked her way to the top.

This piece is to reflect upon her 
‘no-nonsense attitude’, ‘never say 
never’ approach and her caring 
persona that the country’s first and 

only female Prime Minister carried without a hitch. 

Indira Gandhi – A fiery soul with a caring 
heart 

On 19th November 1917, a girl was born into a family of 
freedom fighters. She was no ordinary girl, for she was the 
child of India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru. As 
Indira’s grandmother Swaroop Rani was eagerly waiting to 
hold her grandson in her hands, the birth of a girl child wasn’t 
being expected in the family. Indira’s fate was decided at that 
time. She was not meant to be an ordinary girl. She was 
meant to be more than what a boy could ever be. 

Taking birth in an era when the nation was struggling for 
independence, Indira Priyadarshini’s childhood was never 
easy. Being a responsible daughter to her parents, Indira was 
highly protective of them, especially her mother Kamala Kaul 
Nehru.

As Indira Gandhi once said: From 
the age of three I felt responsible 
for myself. Whether I was or not 
did not matter, I also felt fiercely 
responsible for my parents, for 
I thought they were defenceless 
and relations and friends took 
advantage of their goodness. I had 
a feeling of wanting to protect 
something very big.”

After her mother’s death from 
tuberculosis, Indira gradually 
became her father’s confidante. 
Once at a party meeting, Pandit 

Nehru proudly asserted, “At first Indira Gandhi had been my 
friend and adviser, then she became my leader.”

Such was the personality of this lady, who was bold yet 
emotional and tough yet caring. Usually, such contrary 
attributes aren’t found in the same person. You are either 
too courageous or too soft-hearted. But she was both. She 
was an enigma -- a rare enigma. 

India for Indira

There is this place in New Delhi which draws thousands of 
visitors every day. From its lush green gardens to its walls – 
every inch and every corner of the place has memories so 
inspiring that people from across the globe come and visit it; 
for this is the same place where once the Iron Lady of India 
and the most influential global women politicians ever lived. 
Yes, I am referring to 1, Safdarjung Road, New Delhi. What 
was once the residence of Indira Gandhi, later turned into a 
museum, but still,holds a very special place in India’s history. 

This love and respect that the countrymen have towards her 
corroborate the fact that she lived for the country and will 
always be held in high regard. How can a woman, who had 
‘India’ in her name, could forget her country anyway? India 
was not only in Indira’s name, it was in her soul, in every 
breath that she took.

She once said, “I cannot understand how anyone can be an 
Indian and not be proud.” Such was the love she carried 
for her nation. And to this day she is remembered as Indira 

Sadhavi	Khosla

indira Gandhi : The Woman 
of The millennium

She led the nation when it was going through 
a really tough time. Rampant poverty, the 
opposition she faced not only from other 
parties but from the Congress party itself, 
the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, and during 
the Emergency (1975-77) – all this imposed a 
greater challenge in front of a woman leader. 
But she dealt with it all with an iron fist. 
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Amma (mother). The love that she gave to the country is 
being reciprocated till date.

In 1975 she foisted the Emergency in the country, but this 
doesn’t mean that the love that she had for the country 
could ever be undermined. A political leader of rare acumen 
that she was, she wore her heart on her sleeve. 

Even today the country longs for such a Prime Minister who 
couldn’t compromise on country’s honour. She bravely took 
on America, secured Sikkim’s merger with India, defeated 
Pakistan in the war for the liberation of Bangladesh,brought 
Green Revolution and made the country self-sufficient in 
food. 

Indiraji managed to expand India’s horizons, stand up bravely 
against rivals and stay fearless in front of world’s leading 
nations with such mettle and conviction that Indira had been 
able to do. She knew how to protect her nation. And walked 
the walk, rather than just making tall claims.

She led the nation when it was going through a really tough 
time. Rampant poverty, the opposition she faced not only 
from other parties but from the Congress party itself, the 
Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, and during the Emergency (1975-
77) – all this imposed a greater challenge in front of a woman 
leader. But she dealt with it all with an iron fist. 

As a matter of fact, when she lost the general election, 
1977, she did not see it as an end of her political career and 
came back with a thumping majority in the 1980 election. 
The resolve and strength of character that she carried were 
extraordinary. 

With a vision to make the country globally renowned, Indira 
toiled hard to bring all such social welfare programmes that 
could uplift the poor and change the face of the nation. 

Daring Greatly
In the words of Mary C. Carras, “Turbulence, challenge, and 
conflict— both within and without— have been the normal 
conditions of Indira.

Many of us fail to learn from our failures, but Indira Gandhi 
was different. 

After meeting a deadly defeat in post-emergency elections, it 
was in August 1977 when she decided to turn the events to 
her advantage. While the state of Bihar was mourning over 
the carnage of 11 landless Dalits in Belchhi, Indira decided to 
visit the region. The waist-deep water and sticky, wet roads 
couldn’t stop her from doing what she had set her mind on. 
Rather than going back, she decided to ride on an elephant 
to get past the mushy roads. She sure knew what she was 
doing. She wanted to win hearts of the locals and that she 
did for sure.

The locals were overwhelmed looking at a sixty-year-old 
Indira lurching her way on an elephant, just to meet them – 
without thinking about hurting herself. Very convivially, she 
again made a place for herself in the hearts of the countrymen 

and nothing could stop her from making a grand comeback – 
something that she desperately wanted. 

Even after a long wait of 33 years, the country has not been able 
to find another leader as astute, as daring and as inspirational 
as Indira Gandhi.Although many experts state that Modi’s era 
and his style of politics and governance bear resemblance to 
those of Indira Gandhi, it’s extremely important to note that 
her personality was in stark contradiction to Mr. Modi’s. 

It was Indira Gandhi who actually launched a full-scale invasion 
of Pakistan in 1971. She was anout-and-out courageous 
leader and being a woman never held her back from reaching 
her goals. 

It can only take a daring soul like her to take such a huge 
decision as that of Operation Blue Star to take Punjab out 
of the clasps of Sikh fundamentalists. Even though she knew 
that she might have to lose her own life for storming the 
Golden Temple, she went ahead with the operation to put 
an end to Sikh radicalism in the state.She saved Punjab for it 
is only because of her that Punjab didn’t become Khalistan.
And the Punjabi Hindus will always have a sense of gratitude 
towards her for saving their lives and their Punjab from the 
extremists.

When Beant Singh (one of Indira’s bodyguards and assassins) 
was ordered off because intelligence agencies informed that 
Indira had death threats after Operation Blue Star, it was 
Indira Gandhi only who refused to go with the decision and 
said that she is secular and she couldn’t remove someone 
from their position just because he belongs to a particular 
religion.

No fear, no hatred could consume her ever. She was above all. 
And will always remain so.

To a great extent, Indira Gandhi reminds me of Rani Laxmi 
Bai – another powerful Indian woman, who is idolised for her 
valour and huge contribution to the Indian society. What is 
great to note here is that both of these brave women were 
born on the same day as well. One died protecting her states 
and another died protecting her country.

Indira: A combination that’s one of a kind

When seen globally, if there is one woman to whom 
Indira Gandhi could ever be compared to then it has to 
be none other than Margaret Thatcher. Both of them were 
exceptionalpolitical leaders with similar personality traits. 

While she has been hailed by many as 
Goddess Durga, she also donned the avatar of 

Goddess Saraswati with her transformation 
from ‘Goongi Gudiya’ to a highly-acclaimed 

and knowledgeable global leader. By bringing 
Green Revolution to a country that was 

struggling with food shortages she could also 
be dubbed as Goddess Annapurna. 
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Both of them were pragmatic, extremely strong-
willed and transformative in their respective 
nations. 

Even destiny knew the amazingness of both these 
ladies and they ended up being great friends. 

A note from Margaret Thatcher sent to Rajiv 
Gandhi after Indira’s assassination reads:“I 
cannot describe to you my feelings at the news 
of the loss of your mother, except to say that it 
was like losing a member of my own family. Our 
many talks together had closeness and mutual 
understanding which will always remain with me. 
She was not just a great statesman but a warm 
and caring person.”

As brilliantly highlighted by Thatcher, Indira 
Gandhi was a great statesman and a truly warm 
and caring person. 

The lady in her has always inspired me, not only 
as a political leader but also as a person. When I 
read about her, I am forced to ponder over the 
thought that how the courage of one woman 
could really become an inspiration for many.

Indira Gandhi had an impeccable aura. She was 
confident, she was classy and she had a touch 
of feminism, even when she made some bold 
decisions that no men in India’s history could 
ever take.

Her hairstyle, her choice of saris, and her 
elegance – all was out of this world. 

It feels like she was born to be different, to stand 
out from the rest, and she did that wonderfully.

While she has been hailed by many as Goddess 
Durga, she also donned the avatar of Goddess 
Saraswati with her transformation from ‘Goongi 
Gudiya’ to a highly-acclaimed and knowledgeable 
global leader. By bringing Green Revolution to a 
country that was struggling with food shortages 
she could also be dubbed as Goddess Annapurna. 

There are more than one ways in which I see 
Indira Gandhi. Simply because she has inspired 
women like me in more than one ways. 

In the end, I would like to quote Indira Gandhi 
with what she had said a day prior to her 
assassination: “I am here today; I may not be here 
tomorrow. But the responsibility to look after 
national interest is on the shoulder of every 
citizen of India.”

Hope we could live up to her expectations, 
because she certainly lived up to ours. F

(The author is a political thinker and activist)

continued from page 28

India adopted its own Constitution and became a full fledged 
Republic.

Twice later, in 1936 and 1946, Gandhi preferred Nehru over Patel for 
Congress presidentship. The reasons were not too different from 1929. In 
1936, it was CR who was thought to be the right choice. Despite his seniority 
and being from south India which had not got a chance in post – Gandhi 
Congress, CR turned down the offer, but recommended Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Gandhi informed Patel who, despite wanting Rajaji, was aware of Jawaharlal 
qualities which he made public in the Nehru’s home town Allahabad in mid 
1935, when Jawaharlal was in jail: “No one has rendered as much service 
to the peasants as Pandit Jawaharlalji and his sick wife have. For your sakes 
he has sacrificed a life of comfort and readily shared your troubles. Your 
poverty infuriates him. How can we move a step without his help.” 

Before the installation of the Interim Government in September 1946, 
Mahatma Gandhi again indicated his preference for Jawaharlal. Maulana 
Azad, who had been the Congress president for six years since Ramgarh 
session of INC in 1940, was keen to get re-elected. But the Mahatma 
prevailed upon Azad to step down and the CWC proposed Jawaharlal’s 
name. It was clear that Azad’s successor would be designated Vice President 
of the Interim Government, and thus the defacto Prime Minister. 

So why did Gandhi chose Nehru over Patel in 1929, 1936 and specially in 
1946 when it was obvious that the Congress president will be the India’s 
first Prime Minister. The answer is best provided by Rajmohan Gandhi in his 
famous book, The Good Boatman “...the debate focuses too narrowly on 
the choice of the Congress President in the summer of 1946, overlooking 
that the succession in Nehru’s favour had been settled and announced 
much earlier, and more than once. It also overlooks the crucial age factor 
as well as Patel’s own sense of the soundness of Gandhi’s decision. In 
November 1948 he had said: ‘Mahatma Gandhi named Pandit Nehru as his 
heir and successor. Since Gandhiji’s death we have realized that our leader’s 
judgment was correct’ (Patel: 490). Human as he was, and undoubtedly 
hurt by Gandhi’s preference, Vallabhbhai was yet big enough to speak in 
such terms, and also to say to the American journalist Vincent Sheean, with 
reference to a huge crowd that had surrounded him and Nehru in Bombay 
(now Mumbai): ‘They come for Jawahar, Not for me’ (Patel: 490).”

The hidden agenda behind putting up the huge statue of a Patel in his home 
state is atleast not hidden from the historians and intelligentsia. The Sangh 
Parivar wrongly feel that Sardar Patel was wronged, that he deserved to 
be the Prime Minister. This view has been held by them since 1947. But 
since they didn’t participate in the freedom struggle nor have they read its 
history, they don’t realise they are wrong. By questioning Nehru’s choice 
as the first Prime Minister, they are questioning not only the wisdom of 
Mahatma Gandhi, but also of Patel who, like all stalwarts of the Gandhi era, 
had accepted Nehru as the unquestioned leader of free India. Less than two 
decades later, an year after Nehru’s demise, the then philosopher President 
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan called Nehru ‘the greatest Indian after Gandhi’, which 
he is not for those who have been deeply influenced by the saffron version 
of history. F

(The author is a former AICC Secretary  
& ex-Member of National Commission for Minorities)

Courtesy: Asian Age

Why Gandhi chose nehru



Congress sandesh   |  32  |   november  2018

STATESWATCH

ANDHRA PRADESH
Congress to launch door-to-door 

campaign
Vijayawada: As part of the efforts to 
re-consolidate its base after disastrous 
elections in 2014, the Congress Party 
decided to start door-to-door campaign 
in all the Assembly constituencies in the 
State from the grass roots booth level 

from 2nd October, 2018, the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

PCC chief N. Raghuveera Reddy on 1st 
October, 2018 released pre-election 
manifesto highlighting that the Congress 
Party would give Special Category Status 
to Andhra Pradesh if voted to power 
at the centre in the 2019 elections. He 
released pamphlets and wall posters at 
the Andhra Ratna Bhavan.

BIHAR
BJP tinkering with History

Patna: Bihar Congress Legislative Party 
leader Shri Sadanand Singh alleged that 
the BJP is fiddling with the history. 

Shri Singh said that the RSS should 
know that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
had written a damning article against its 
associate organization. The BJP leaders 
are trying to mislead the entire country 
by taking recourse to lies in public life.

news

CHANDIGARH
Protest March against Modi 
government’s Rafale deal

Chandigarh: Chandigarh Congress 
Territorial Committee, under the 
leadership of former Union Minister 
Pawan Kumar Bansal and Chandigarh 
State President Pradeep Chhabra 
alongwith Chairman, Intellectual Cell 
(Vichar Vibhag), all office bearers of 
Congress thousands of workers staged 
protest and marched towards Governor 
house to submit memorandum against 
Modi government deal scam. 

The protest started from sector 19-27 
traffic light point and marched towards 
Governor house on 4th October, 2018 
raising slogans Modi government and 
holding banners and big cut out of 
Rafale Aircraft but they were stopped 
by Police force, who had multiple layer 
barricading. Huge police force alongwith 
woman police and paramilitary forces 
were deployed keeping in strong and big 
protest by Congress.

Later the memorandum in this regard was 
submitted to Governor, demanding that 
the Rafale scam should be immediately 
probed by a Joint Parl iamentary 
Committee (JPC) for investigation into 
this sordid saga of loss.

Congress paid tribute to Iron 
Lady Indira Gandhi and 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel also 
remembered

Chandigarh: On behalf of the 
Chandigarh Congress and the Sewa Dal 
the blood donation camp was organized 
at the Congress Bhawan Sector 35 on 
31st October, 2018 the Balidan Divas of 
Indira Gandhi and the birth anniversary 
of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. Blood donors 
took part in the Congress Bhawan. 

Former Union Minister Shri Pawan 
Bansal, State President Pradeep Chhabra, 
thanked those who donated blood on 
the occasion.

 Chief of Sewa Dal, Achey Lal Gaur said 
that they will always remember the Iron 
Lady, Indira Gandhi for nationalization of 
banks, defeating Pakistan in war and by 
establishing Bangladesh. On this occasion, 
Raj Kumari Incharge of Chandigarh, 
Seva Dal was special guest. Among the 
leaders present there are Rampal Sharma 
Darshan Jindal, Bhupinder Badheri, 
Devinder Singh Bablla, Mohammed Sadiq, 
Bhajan Kaur, Sandeep Bhardwaj and a 
large number of workers were in present

CHHATTISGARH
Anniversaries of Mahatma 

Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri
Raipur: Anniversaries of the Father 
of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi and 
Lal Bahadur Shastri were organized 
at Khamtarai Bazar of Paschim Vidhan 
Sabha by the Congress Party under the 
leadership of former president of District 
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Congress Committee Vikas Upadhyay.

During the function Upadhyay said that 
Congress Party is the party committed 
to the ideology of Gandhiji which 
works for the interest of the country 
by following the path of truth and non-
violence against injustice.

DELHI
Congress supports Dharna by 

Poorvanchalis
New Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Shri Ajay Maken, 
hailing the contribution of Poorvanchalis 
in the development of Delhi with their 
sweat and toil, said that the Congress 
party will not tolerate any misbehavior 
on the people of Poorvanchal by the BJP 
leaders in Delhi.  

Addressing thousands of Poorvanchalis 
at a demonstration on 2nd November, 
2018 under the leadership of Shri Ajay 
Maken outside the Delhi BJP office, near 
Gole Dak Khana, today to protest against 
the assault on the Poorvanchalis by a 
Delhi BJP Member of Parliament, Shri 
Ajay Maken said that unless the said MP 
tenders his apology and resign, the Delhi 
Poorvanchal Congress will stage protests 
in all the 70 Assembly constituencies of 
Delhi in a peaceful manner.

Prominent among those present at the 
demonstration, besides Shri Ajay Maken, 

included ex-MP Shri Mahabal Mishra, 
senior leader and ex-MLA Shri Mukesh 
Sharma, senior leaders Shri Chattar Singh 
and Shri Bhram Yadav, Shri Shivji Singh,  
Dr P.K. Mishra and Shri Pushpendra 
Srivastava.

HARYANA
Dharna by Haryana Congress

Fatehabad: An angry demonstration 
was held by Haryana Congress against 
the arbitrary decision of demonetization 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
8th November, 2016 at mini secretariat, 
Fatehabad, under the leadership of PCC 
president and ex. MP Dr. Ashok Tanwar.

On this occasion District general 
secretary Ms. Monika Malik, Haryana 
Kisan Cell president Rajesh Kaliraman, 
District incharge Omprakash Keharwala, 
Devendra Babbli, ex. MLA Kulbir Beniwal, 
District Mahila Congress president Smt. 
Krishna Punia, Gurdeep Chahal along 
with huge numbers of Party workers 
were present.

Blood Donation Camp
Nuh: A blood donation camp was 
organized on the occasion of birth 
anniversary of Sardar Patel and death 
anniversary of Indira Gandhi on 31st 
October, 2018 at District Congress 
headquarters at Nuh presided over by 
Vice-president of Haryana Congress 
and former Minister Chaudhary Aftab 
Ahmed. 

Chaudhary Aftab Ahmed said that the 

country will always remember the 
sacrifices made by Indira Gandhi and 
Sardar Patel. 

On this occasion Chaudhary Aftab 
Ahmed, Dr. R. Battis, Dr. Govind Saran, Dr. 

Lokvir, Dr. Swati, Dr. Sahabu and Mumtaz 
Kanwar along with thousands of people 
were present.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Martyrdom Day

Shimla: The homage was paid by 
offering flowers on photos of India’s 
first woman Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi and country’s first Home Minister 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on 31st October, 
2018 by HPCC at its headquarters, Rajiv 
Bhawan, Shimla, under the leadership of 
PCC president Thakur Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukkhu. On this occasion a rally was also 
organized.

On this occasion MLA Mohan Lal 
Baragata, Nandlal, ex-MLA Rohit Tahkur, 
Pradesh general secretary Naresh 
Chauhan, Spokesperson Sanjay Singh 
Chauhan, Executive Member Mahendra 
Chauhan, secretary Ritesh Kapret, 
Mahesh Sharma, Prabha Verma, District 
Woman Congress (City) president Tannu 
Chauhan along with hundreds of workers 
from Youth Congress, Mahila Congress, 
INTUC, Sewa Dal, NSUI were present.

MADHYA PRADESH
MP among corrupt states 

Bhopal: The leader of Opposition 
in Madhya Pradesh Assembly Shri Ajay 
Singh, said on 11th October, 2018 that 
as per the report of the Transparency 
International India, due to the moves 
of Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan 
during the last 15 years, the state has 
joined the list of the most corrupt states.

Shri Ajay Singh said that at the same time 
when this report came to light crores of 
rupees were recovered from an official of 
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the Indore Municipal Corporation which 
justifies the truthfulness of the report. 
This is shameful that during last 15 years 
of rule the corruption increased so much 
that Madhya Pradesh today has joined the 
list of top corrupt states of the country.

The form of unemployment for 
youths filled up

Malhargarh: Yuva Shakti Card was 
distributed by the Youth Congress for 
the purpose of giving good education 
and employment to youths. In this 
connection more than one thousand 
youths were registered unemployment 
on 3rd October, 2018 at Gadgil Chowk 
Bus Stand Malhargarh.

National secretary of Youth Congress 
Deepak Chautiwala said despite the 15-
year long BJP’s government in the Madhya 
Pradesh, youths are running from pillar 
to post for employment due to which 
there is a deep anguish. 

Mahatma Gandhi birth 
anniversary

Sironj: Mahatma Gandhi was paid 
homage by offering flowers on his statue 
on his 150th birth anniversary on 2nd 
October, 2018 at Gandhi Vachnalaye near 
old bus stand under the leadership of 
Congress leader Vinod Sain.

On this occasion Rakesh Sharma, 
Mahendra Pal Singh Baghel, Sadiq Qureshi, 
Zafar Khan, Suwhan Gauri, Manohar Sain 

etc. were present.  

PUNJAB
Project Shakti

Ambala: Sukhvinder Nara exhorted 
the youths of the area to get connected 
with Congress President Shri Rahul 
Gandhi’s ambitious project in a meeting 
of youths organized on 26th October, 
2018 by Rahul Chaudhary and K.D. 
Dhiman at Halka Narayangarh of 
the District. Hundreds of youths got 
associated with the Yuva Shakti Project 
at the exhortation of Sukhvinder Nara.

In the function those present included 
Kusum Lata Bhardwaj, Sucha Tandwal, 
Harbans Kakkad Majra, Naresh Kakkad 
Majra, Gurdeep Saini, Sanju Nanhera and 
Sonu among others. 

Rashtriya Ekta Divas Observed
Chandigarh: To commemorate the 
34th Martyrdom Anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Late Smt. Indira Gandhi, 
Rashtriya Ekta Divas was observed on 
31st October, 2018 at Punjab Congress 
Bhawan, Chandigarh.

Floral tributes were offered at the portrait 
of Smt. Gandhi by Capt. Sandeep Sandhu 
General Secretary PPCC, S. Rajinder 
Pal Singh Pali General Secretary PPCC, 
S. Raj Pal Singh, Ex- General Secretary, 

PPCC, Smt. Krishna Mittu General 
Secretary, PPCC, S. Gurwinder Singh 
Bali, S. Jang Bahadur Singh Co-Chairman 
SC Department, S. Hardeep Singh Kingra 
Spokesperson PPCC, S. Udayveer Singh 
Dhillon Youth Congress Leader, Sh. 
Kamaljit Singh Chawla Chairman Public 
Relation Cell, Sh. Rajwant Sharma Raju, 
S. Ranjit Singh Nangalian, Jagdish Bhola 
Ex-Chairman Freedom Fighter Cell and 
a large number of Punjab Congress Seva 
Dal workers from adjoining Mohali and 
Zirakpur.

RAJASTHAN
Homage paid to Indira Gandhiji
Bikaner: A floral tribute was paid 
to India’s first woman Prime Minister 
Smt. Indira Gandhi on 31st October, 
2018 under the joint leadership of Vimal 
Bhati and the state organizer, Marshal 
Prahlad Singh, under the aegis of District 
Congress Sewa Dal by offering flowers at 
her statue located in public park.

The homage was also paid at the statue 
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel situated in 
Sardar Patel Medical College. After that a 
blood donation camp was also organized 
in the PBM Hospital. 

Flag hoisting by Sewa Dal
Hanumangarh: A flag-hoisting 
ceremony was organized at Ward 
no. 23 of the town on 28th October, 
2018 by the Sewa Dal. The chief guest 
of the occasion was PCC member 
Bhupendra Chaudhary while the function 
was presided over by District’s chief 
organizer Manoj Saini. 

The function started with Vande Matram 
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and National Anthem was sung while 
hoisting the flag.

On this occasion senior Congress leader 
Prithvisingh Rajvi, councillor Anil Khichar, 
Sewa Dal’s Block organizer Sanjay Hothla, 
student leader Subhash Lohra, Yadvendra 
Sharma, Rahul Nagar, Vikram Hothla, 
Shivbalak Khatak, woman organizer 
Amarjeet Kharera, Parmeshwari Devi, 
Suman Devi and many other congressmen 
were present.

TELANGANA
Gandhi Jayanti Celebrated

Hyderabad: The Telangana Pradesh 
Youth Congress Committee’s Linguistic 
Minority Cell on 2nd October, 2018 at 
Gandhi Bhavan, Hyderabad celebrated 
150th birth anniversary of Late Mahatma 
Gandhiji, Father of the Nation and 114th 
birth anniversary of Late Lal Bahadur 
Shastriji former Prime Minister of India.

Shri Murali Mohan Ashok Singh, chairman 
of the cell, garlanded the statue and 
portrait of Late Mahatma Gandhi and 
Late Lal Bahadur Shastri paid rich floral 
tributes and recalled their services to the 
Nation. Others present on this occasion 

were Mallu Ramesh, P. Rajender Yadav, 
Narsingh Rao, Santosh Singh, Syed Shah 
Khaleq Hussain, B. Rajith Yadav, P. Naveen 
Kumar, Akash, Sanjeev Kumar etc.

UTTAR PRADESH
Gandhi Jayanti Celebrated

Aligarh: The Sandhya Pheri was 
organized at Madrak on the eve of 
Bapu’s 150th birth anniversary on 2nd 
October, 2018 under the leadership of 
National Secretary of All India Congress 
Committee Vivek Bansal. During the 
procession Bapu’s favourite Bhajan was 

sung. 

Those present on this occasion included 
Premchand Tomar, Bhagwati Babu 
Sharma, Ajay Baghel, Mukesh Tomar, 
Rakesh Deshrajan, Radha Charan Tomar, 
Nizam Khan and Bijender Singh Tomar 
etc. among others.

Indira ji made history by 
creating Bangladesh

Allahabad: District and City Congress 
Committee members paid glowing 
tributes to the Lady of the Millennium 
and Bharat Ratna Indira Gandhi on her 
34th martyrdom day observed as ‘Anti 
Terrorism-Day’ on 31st October, 2018. 
In the morning congress men garlanded 
the portrait of their beloved leader at 
Anand Bhawan. 

Addressing the Shraddhajali Shabha 
former mayor Ch. Jitendra Nath Singh 
said by creating Bangladesh she made 
not only history but geography also in 
the world. He recalled the contribution 
of Indira Ji to making India strong, self 
reliant and self confident nation. She 
was a citizen of world in every sense of 

term, he added. 

UPCC Working committee member 
Kishore Varshney presided over the 
Sabha.

The meeting was held under the 
presidentship of DCC president Anil 
Dwivedi.

Fuzail Hashmi, Hrikesh Tripathi, Md. 
Aslam, Mahesh Tripathi, Ajay Srivastava, 
Parvez Siddiqui, Dr. Ramesh Jaiswal, 
Anshuman Patel, Dr. Satya Pandey, 
Awadesh Tripathi and Many others were 
also present.

Anniversaries of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Shastri

Kanpur: A grand and big function was 
organized on the birth anniversaries 
of Mahatma Gandhi and former Prime 
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri under 
the leadership of Mahanagar Congress 

Committee president Harprakash 
Agnihotri.

On this occasion those who were 
present chiefly included ex. MLA Bhudhar 
Naryana Mishra, Sanjeev Dariyabaadi, 
Nizamuddin Khan, Ashok Dhanvik, Iqbal 
Ahmed, Dr. Santosh Tripathi, Yashpal Singh 
and Ravi among others.

Martyrdom Day
Kanpur: The statue of former Prime 
Minister Bharat Ratna Indira Gandhi 
was garlanded at Naurona Chowk, 
Mall Road, on 31st October, 2018 by 
Kanpur Mahanagar Congress Committee 
president Harprakash Agnihotri on her 
34th martyrdom day.

On this occasion ex. MLA Afiz Mohd. 
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Amar described Indira Gandhi as a 
messenger of divine power.

UTTARAKHAND
Anniversaries of Mahatma 

Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri
Dehradun: PCC president Pritam 
Singh and leaders of other parties 
garlanded the statute of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri on 2nd 
October, 2018. After that the State 
president unfurled the national flag and 
the workers of Sewa Dal sang National 
Anthem and National song.

Shri Singh said that when Gandhiji came 
back from South Africa he started fight 
against the British government by joining 
Congress. 

Questions raised on Rafale and 
Price Rise

Dehradun: If the Prime Minister has 
the moral courage he should answer 
to Congress Party’s two questions: on 
Rafale and sky-rocketing price rise. These 
questions were asked by Pritam Singh 
while addressing thousands of workers 

participating in ‘Pradhan Mantri Rafale 

Ka Hisab Do, Mehangai Par Jawab Do’ 
demonstration organized at Gandhi Park 
on arrival of Prime Minister Modi at 
Dehradun on 7th October, 2018.

On this occasion Nazma Khan, Rajendra 
Bhandari, ex. Minister Ajay Singh, Ashok 
Verma, Pushpa Panwar, Ramvilas Rawat, 
Dr. Vijendra Pal, Anup Kapoor, Indu Singh, 
Lata Singh, Jaswal Sethi and Sushila Desai 
with thousands of workers were present.

Memorandum against despotic 
attitude

Dehradun: Congress workers staged 
the protest rally on 27th October, 2018 
against the dictatorial attitude of the 
central government through forcibly 
sending CBI Director on leave under the 
leadership of state Congress president 
Shri Pritam Singh. It was organized at CBI 
office at Indira Nagar Colony of Basant 
Vihar where the memorandum was also 
submitted. 

Shri Singh said that in the memorandum 

addressed to the Hon’ble President 
was submitted through branch head 
of the CBI. The Congress Party has 
demanded the immediate withdrawal of 
its decision by the central government 
taken in a haste and restoration of the 
CBI Director.

Tributes to Indira Gandhi and 
Sardar Patel

Dehradun: The Congressmen paid 
floral tributes by garlanding the photos 
of former Prime Minister Bharat Ratna 
Indira Gandhi and Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel at the PCC headquarters under the 
leadership of PCC president Shri Pritam 
Singh on 31st October, 2018.

nation pays tribute to our freedom 
fighters and distinguished leaders.

TriBuTes

Pt. Madan 
Mohan Malaviya
Death 
Anniversary
12th November

(1861-1946)

Lala Lajpat Rai 
Death 
Anniversary
17th November

(1865-1928)

Vinoba Bhave
Death 
Anniversary
15th November

(1895-1982)

Bahadur Shah 
Zafar
Death 
Anniversary
7th November

(1775-1862)

Those who were present included 
former Minister Hira Singh Bist, Matwar 
Singh Kandari, Pradesh vice-president 
Suryakant Dhasmana, general secretary 
Vijay Sarswat, Pramod Kumar Singh, 
Savitri Thapa, Devendra Butola and many 
Congress workers. F
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 AICC 
DIAry

modi Government’s ‘doUble-fAced’ 
chArActer reveAled 

Spokesperson: Shri Pawan Khera: He said that after a token cut of 
Central Excise Duty on October 4, 2018- Oil Marketing Companies 
have again raised the price of Petrol and Diesel in the last two 
days- thus displaying an utter hypocrisy on account of the Modi 
Government. This only meant that the so called reduction was done 
only because Elections in 5 States were to be announced and serve 
as an ‘Electoral Lollipop’
It also clearly displays Modi Govt’s Duplicity, wherein it seeks to 
shamelessly take credit for a paltry Excise Duty cut and again 
prevails upon the Oil Marketing Companies to Increase the Prices 
through Back Door! We do not know who is incharge- Modi Govt 
or the Market? Is Petrol-Diesel Prices truly deregulated or is it that 
the Government tweaks the prices when Elections are around the 
corner! 
We reiterate our demand to bring in Petroleum Products under the 
ambit of GST so as to completely demolish this sheer hypocrisy of 
‘credit seeking just before the electoral season’! 
1. 13 LAKH CRORE ‘FUEL LOOT’- MODI GOVT PROFITEERS AT 
THE EXPENSE OF PEOPLE
Since May 2014, Modi Govt has fleeced and duped the common 
people by draconian taxation of Rs. 13 Lakh Cr. 
While FM Jaitley ‘lies’ again by saying that the increase in Government 
revenue is on account of increase in tax base, he hides the Rs 13 
lakh Crore ‘Fuel Loot’ completely, which is fueling the coffers of 
Modi Govt. Sunday, 7th October, 2018

violence AGAinst women continUes 
UnAbAted 

Spokesperson: Ms. Priyanka Chaturvedi: She said today the country 
celebrates Mahalya. On the eve of Navratra’s when Goddess Durga 
is about to enter our homes,the unabated incidents of Violence 
Against Women (#VAW) never end in the  BJP ruled states. As the 
country is slowly opening up to India’s #MeToo Movement; gruesome 
incidents that reveal the mindset and the policy failure of the BJP 
gets starkly exposed. 
Shocking Story of  Women Being Strip Searched in Shri Amit Shah’s 
Rally 
The BJP is suffering from melanophobia- the fear of colour black, 
these days. After black scarves, balloons and flags now even black 
undergarments are giving BJP the blues. In an outrageous incident 
during a MahilaSammelan at BhilaiCharoda in Chhattisgarh that was 
being addressed by BJP President, Shri Amit Shah- women were strip 
searched in the name of security. This shocking incident has once 
again exposed the ‘MahilaVirodhi’ mindset of the BJP.It is nothing but 
outraging the modesty of women folk who had come to listen to 
Amit Shah. Congress party feels that this mindless act in the name 
of security is akin to ‘molestation’ and strict action should be taken 
against those police officers who were involved in this incident and 
Shri Amit Shah should apologize to the women of Chhattisgarh 

and the nation. 
Terrible Tale of Attack on Bihar School Girls by Eve Teasers 
In a horrifying incident, 34 School Girls in ‘Jumlababu+Kushasan Babu’ 
were violently attached by two dozen boys, when they resisted eve 
teasing in a Supaul school. This has led to serious injuries to about 
30 school girls. Some of the girls had caught a group of boys sneaking 
into the Kasturba Residential School, a government institution 
for girls, and asked them to leave. But when the boys refused and 
misbehaved, the girls acted in self defence. After two hours, in a 
serious case of mob-violence and backlash, the boys returned with 
their parents and relatives and barged into the school and attacked 
the frightened girls. 
Post the gruesome incidents in Muzaffarpurwhere 42 girls aged 
between 7-17 age; have been sexually assaulted shelter home, 
this exposed the hollow claims of the Nitish Kumar led JDU-BJP 
Government. NDA Govt in Bihar has given a ‘Free License to 
Oppress’Women!  High time there is a Judicial Investigation in the 
entire incident and the culprits are brought to book! Wednesday, 
10th October, 2018

pm tryinG to protect economic terrorists
Spokespersons: Shri Sachin Pilot, Shri Rajiv Satav and Ms. Sushmita 
Dev: Shri Sachin Pilot said a very good morning friends, you all 
are very welcome. Today we, Rajiv Satav ji and Sushmita ji have 
come before you to reveal something and share some important 
information. For the last four and half years there is a government 
in this country where it is trying to create confusion by making tall 
claims that the economic prosperity and wealth of the country is 
secure in its patronage. But the reality is that the Prime Minister 
of the country, the Finance Minister and the whole structure of 
the country are trying to protect the economic terrorists in the 
country. This government has done the sordid act of providing safe 
passage to fugitive frauds.
The three Cs - collusion, connivance and conflict of interests of the 
Finance Minister with Mehul Choksi now stands exposed. There has 
been a bank fraud of 53,000 crores. Vijay Mallya, Lalit Modi, Nirav 
Modi, Mehul Choksi and one after another every revelation kept 
the government on tenterhook and the government remained 
unsuccessful in defending itself. The people who were talking of 
acting as a watchdog are unable to explain as to how the bank 
looters and those who embezzled thousands of crores managed 
to flee to foreign countries? And after their escape what is coming 
out raises question for which the government has nothing to say in 
reply. Monday, 22nd October, 2018

nArendrA modi destroyinG cbi
Spokesperson: Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala and Dr. Ajoy Kumar: 
Shri Surjewala said that deprecation, denigration, dismantling & 
destroying Institutions is the Sole Agenda of PM Modi.
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi is solely accountable and 
responsible for dismantling, denigrating and destroying India’s 
premier investigation agency i.e the CBI. Habitual and perpetual 
misuse of CBI by PM Modi and BJP President, Shri Amit Shah in 
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fixing political opponents and illegal intervention to tamper fair 
investigation of serious criminal cases has landed the CBI in an 
unfathomable mess, eroding its independence and credibility.
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi’s role in the entire matter is 
under a cloud. The entire nation is looking for a fair, impartial and 
independent investigation of the serious charges of corruption 
involving senior-most officers of CBI & RAW. It also needs to be 
investigated and brought out as to who in the current political 
dispensation is involved in the entire saga and is attempting to shield 
the accused involved in the matter? Instead, Prime Minister is illegally 
and unconstitutionally interfering in the investigation. 
Many such instances can be multiplied. 
CBI is not the only institution decimated and dismantled by a political 
design to sub serve as the dirty tricks department of the Bhartiya 
Janata Party by the ruling elite and the PM. There is a systematic 
pattern to vilify, disband and destroy every institution. ED, Income 
Tax Department, CBDT, SFIO, NIA are other such institutions that 
are being used as ‘captive puppets’ in converting them ‘Dirty Tricks 
Department’ of the BJP. A case in point is the repeated extensions 
being given to CBDT Chairperson by the Prime Minister. Another 
case in point is the repeated extensions to earlier NIA Chief. Tuesday, 
23rd October, 2018

when the pm spies on cbi chief
Spokesperson: Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi and 
Shri Kumar Ketkar: Mallikarjun said that today we want to continue 
the story from yesterday to tell you how this Government apart 
from 5 or 6 points we told you yesterday,  2-3 of which have been 
elaborated in great detail in the letter of 25th of October by the 
Leader of the largest party in the Lok Sabha Shri Kharge, written to 
the Chairman of the Selection Committee - the Prime Minister. The 
story has gone much further because Prime Minister Shri Modi and 
his Government, the President of the ruling party are indulging in 
blatant shameless snooping, surveillance, spying on the CBI. There are 
the three S they have mastered and created a fresh new snoop gate. I 
want to just put through three or four points very briefly before you.
Dr. Singhvi said- so; you have made the CBI be controlled by intrusion 
body. There is no dearth of now word to use about the CBI acronym. 
You have suborn and subverted the CVC and forced them to do 
crooked violations of the CVC Code, crooked violations of code 
and you are now suffering from pure terror, from absolute fear, from 
frustration which is the only reason you are indulging in snooping, 
surveillance and spying.
We are asking directly through you, the nation is asking this question 
on which you are getting eloquent silence by the Prime Minister. 
Why is it that the Prime Minister is so eloquently silent? All this 
converges to one department – call it Personnel, call it DOPT, call 
it anything. The Head of all this is the Prime Minister. It controlled 
directly and entirely through the PMO. Where is the accountability 
of that controlling Ministry headed by the Prime Minister? Thursday, 
25th October, 2018

conGress’ mAnifesto: A resUlt of inclUsive 
process

Spokesperson: Shri P. Chidambaram, Prof. Rajeev Gowda and Shri 
Pranav Jha: Shri Chidambaram said Though the Lok Sabha elections 
seem some distance away, we think the process should start early 
enough. The Congress President in several places and occasions 
has made it clear that the Congress Party Manifesto will be written 
following an inclusive process. It’ll be based on conversations with 
the people of India, we will ask people, encourage people, motivate 

people to tell us what they expect of the Congress Party and should 
the Congress party form the Government, what they will expect 
from the Government. 
They have travelled to different parts of the country and held both 
closed door and open house consultations, details of which Professor 
Gowda will share with you presently. For example, I led the sub-group 
on economic policy and we’ve held closed door consultations in 
Delhi in the last two weeks, and in Mumbai day before yesterday. We 
had a huge open house consultation in Mumbai day before yesterday 
in the famous amphitheatre of Bandra Bandstand, we had over 400-
500 people gathered there, one half of them Congress Workers but 
one half of them general public. Monday 29th October, 2018

when the fm AttAcks the rbi
Spokesperson: Shri Anand Sharma: He said that I have been surprised 
today by the sharp attack of the Finance Minister on the Reserve 
Bank of India and its performance. The Central Bank is independent 
and autonomous. It is in the interest of the Indian economy that 
the Reserve Bank alone remains the regulator for the Banks; for the 
lending, for borrowings and fixes the rates for the Banks. Only the 
Reserve Bank must have the powers to regulate the Public Sector 
Banks and none else. This Government has ignited a fire through its 
repeated interference from day one and now it is the Government’s 
move to take charge of the Monetary Policy, is a very nominal’s 
move. It cannot be accepted, it must be opposed. Government 
being a spending authority cannot become the monetary authority 
for the country.
Equally important is to consider, remember, that the role of the RBI 
as the Payment Regulator of India cannot be diluted or taken away 
by a Government nominated body. These are the triggers which have 
led to a situation which was better avoided by this Government.
Indian Rupee has lost more than 16% of its value since January 2018 
and the Prime Minister is busy talking about all matters which are 
irrelevant and not paying attention to what a Prime Minister should 
be doing. Both he and his Finance Minister have proved to be not only 
inefficient but thoroughly incompetent when it comes to managing 
of the Indian economy, which has been nose-diving. 
Therefore, we demand from this Government to desist from 
destroying another autonomous Institution, to retrace their steps, 
engage in dialogue and consultations rather than seeking to justify 
what is patently wrong and unjustified. Tuesday, 30th October, 2018

sc’s observAtion in rAfAle deAl vindicAtes 
conGress’ stAnd

Spokesperson: Shri Manish Tewari: He said that the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court of India has made certain very significant observations in the 
Rafale matter today. Those observations/directions, which are in the 
form of interim orders, vindicate the stand which the Indian National 
Congress and various other progressive and patriotic forces have 
been taking for quite a while now. Though the final order of the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court has not been uploaded as yet, but going by 
the reports of the court proceedings, which are there in the public 
domain, the court has ostensibly directed that the information in the 
Confidential Report submitted by the Government during the last 
hearing should be made public. Now this is an extremely significant 
observation because the Government has been repeatedly trying to 
hide behind a self-created cloak of secrecy and the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court with this interim direction has sought to pierce the veil of that 
secrecy by saying that whatever has been submitted or whatever the 
Government claims to be confidential, in fact, can very well be put 
out in the public domain. Wednesday, 31st October, 2018


