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Remembering

Babu Jagjivan Ram

5 April, 1908 - 6 July, 1986

He was known popularly as Babuji. He was an Indian independence activist and politician 
from Bihar. He was a leader of the Dalit community. In 1946, he became the youngest 

minister in Jawaharlal Nehru's interim government, the first cabinet of India as a Labour 
Minister and also a member of Constituent Assembly of India, where he ensured that social 

justice was enshrined in the Constitution.
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Fiddling aS india SuFFerS

The Modi government has forsaken the indian people in their 
most difficult time.

There was once an emperor of rome called nero. nero was so 
irresponsible that when rome was being ransacked and burnt, he 
was too busy playing his fiddle to care about his people. narendra 
Modi is india’s very own nero.

Corona is raging as fiercely as ever. The Chinese still occupy our 
land and refuse to withdraw. Floods have battered assam and Bihar 
leaving lacs of people homeless and suffering. The economy, which 
was already tottering prior to the pandemic, is now on the verge 
of collapse. inflation is rising; thanks to the government’s relentless and heartless increase in 
fuel prices. unemployment is rampant and there are tales everyday of engineers and qualified 
professionals working on Mgnrega worksites to support their families. Meanwhile, what is 
the Prime Minister busy with? a Whatsapp forward that i recently received sums it up, “China 
se sena ladegi, Pakistan se media ladegi, Corona se janata ladegi, BJP sirf chunav ladegi.”

So obsessed are the Prime Minister and his Party with grabbing power, that they are not even 
bothered about electoral mandates now. Their latest mantra is that that if a majority cannot be 
won by the ballot box, it must be purchased with the bank; the will of the people be damned. 
This is what they have been busy with in rajasthan. instead of asking how the country can 
unite and find an answer to a virus that is becoming deadlier by the day, the BJP is busy 
attempting to murder democracy in rajasthan.

Their list of misplaced priorities does not end here. instead of asking how the crores of people 
left unemployed and penniless can be helped in this difficult time, the Prime Minister is busy 
selling off the Country’s institutions. Banks, PSus, airlines and now even the railway is for 
sale. This month our relationship with iran, a long-time ally in the neighbourhood, suffered a 
setback. instead of working on protecting and repairing our foreign relationships, our Foreign 
Minister is busy criticizing rahul gandhi for pointing out the abject failures of the Modi 
government. lacs of young children from the poorest families in india, with no connection to 
the internet, will be left without adequate schooling this year. instead of working on saving 
the education of these children, the Minister is busy cutting out the fundamentals of the 
Constitution from the syllabus. instead of finding a way to comfort the lacs who have been left 
homeless by the floods, our Home Minister is personally leading a political witch-hunt against 
the top leaders of the Congress Party. He has constituted a committee directly reporting to 
him to investigate three trusts associated with the gandhi family which have been serving the 
Country for decades. Meanwhile, such is the shamelessness of the PM and his crew that they 
are refusing to share any details of crores in contributions collected in the PM Cares fund.

in a time like this, the country needs the Congress to be strong, united and aggressive. Our 
leaders are taking on the Prime Minister head on. Today in these testing times, subordinating 
our personal interests to national interests, we, congressmen, must ask not what the party can 
do for us but we must ask instead what we can do for the party.

Jai Congress. Jai Hind. Jai Jagat. ❰❰

EDITORIAL
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i am happy to welcome all of you to this 
virtual meeting of the CWC. i cannot 
however, say the same about the 

circumstances under which we meet today.

it is said ‘Misfortunes do not come singly”. 
india has been hit by a terrible economic 
crisis, a pandemic of huge proportions 
and, now, by a full-blown crisis on the 
borders with China. Much of each crisis is 
attributable to the mismanagement of the 
BJP-led nda government and the wrong 
policies pursued by it. The cumulative 
effect is widespread misery, fear, and danger 
to the security and territorial integrity of 
the country. 

We have discussed the economic crisis before. Since then, it has 
only become worse. The Modi government refuses to listen to 
good advice. The need of the hour is a massive fiscal stimulus, 
putting money directly in the hands of the poor, protecting and 
nurturing the MSMes, and stimulating demand. instead, the 
government announced a hollow financial package that had a 
fiscal component of less than 1 per cent of gdP. The government 
has added insult to injury by mercilessly raising petrol and diesel 
prices for 17 consecutive days, at a time when world prices of 
crude have fallen.  The result is that a sliding economy is now 
hurtling toward a recession for the first time in 42 years. i am 
afraid there will be high unemployment, falling incomes and 
wages, and lower investment. recovery is likely to take a long 
time, and that too only if the government corrects its course and 
adopts sound economic policies. 

The pandemic hit india in February. The Congress offered its 
total support to the government and supported lockdown 1.0. 
Within weeks, it was apparent that the government was totally 
unprepared to manage the fallout of a lockdown. The result 
was the greatest humanitarian crisis witnessed since 1947-48. 
Millions of migrant (guest) workers, daily wage earners and 
self-employed were devastated. 130 million jobs are estimated 
to have been lost. Crores of MSMes have been shut, perhaps 
forever. despite the assurances of the Prime Minister who 
centralized all authority in his hands, the pandemic continues 
to rage.  The grave deficiencies in the health infrastructure have 
been exposed. The promised ‘peak’ is nowhere in sight. The 
Centre has passed the buck to the state governments, but given 
them zero extra finances. actually, the people have been left to 

protect themselves as best as possible. The mis-management of 
the pandemic will be recorded as one of the most disastrous 
failures of the Modi government. i wish to thank all our party’s 
workers who in different states went out at their own risk to 
offer help and support to the migrant and other affected people. 

now, we have a full-blown crisis on the laC with China. The 
undeniable fact is that since april-May, 2020 till date, Chinese 
troops have committed brazen transgressions into our territory 
in Pangong Tso lake area and the galwan Valley, ladakh. True 
to its character, the government is in denial. The intrusion was 
detected and reported on May 5, 2020. instead of a resolution, 
the situation deteriorated rapidly and there were violent clashes 
on June 15-16.  Twenty indian soldiers were martyred, 85 
injured and 10 went ‘missing’ until they were returned. The 
Prime Minister was called out when he announced that “no one 
had intruded into indian territory in ladakh”. On matters of 
national security and territorial integrity, the nation has always 
stood together and this time too, there is no second opinion. 
The Congress Party was the first to offer its total support to 
the armed Forces and the government. However, there is a 
growing feeling among the people that the government has 
gravely mishandled the situation. The future is yet to unfold 
but we hope that mature diplomacy and decisive leadership will 
inform the government’s actions in protecting our territorial 
integrity. We urge upon the government that peace, calm and 
the restoration of the status quo ante along the laC be the only 
guiding principles in our national interest. We will continue to 
closely watch the situation.

With these introductory remarks, i open this meeting and invite 
you to express your views. ❰❰

The mis-management of the pandemic will be recorded as one of 
the most disastrous failures of the Modi government: Sonia Gandhi

Opening remarks of Congress President Smt. Sonia gandhi  
at CWC Meeting on 23 June, 2020

CWC Meet
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CWC Meet

all the CWC members along with our all Chief 
Ministers were present in the meeting. actually, this 
is 3rd meeting of Congress Working Committee 

during this pandemic period. in previous two meetings, we 
had detailed deliberations about the Covid-19 pandemic 
situation. Today, along with that issue, CWC had discussion 
about the Chinese transgression and the petrol-diesel price 
hike. Congress President gave initial remarks, after that 
Hon’ble dr. Manmohan Singh Ji, former Prime Minister and 
former Congress President Shri rahul gandhi also spoke in 
CWC, then former defence Minister antony briefed about 
the Chinese transgression issue to the Working Committee, 
then former union Health Minister ghulam nabi azad 
Sahib briefed about the pandemic situation, Chidambaram Ji, 
former Finance Minister explained the situation of economic 
crisis during this pandemic period also. 

Before starting the meeting, CWC paid homage to our brave 
soldiers, who have made the supreme sacrifices for the country 
in this Chinese transgression. after that, we unanimously 
adopted 3 statements on 3 different issues.  The three 
statements by CWC are as follows:-

On Covid-19 
June 23, 2020

The Congress Working Committee (CWC) is deeply concerned 
that india’s COVid-19 infection curve is rising exponentially, 
instead of flattening. Health experts suggest that peak of the 
infection has not even been reached. We express our deepest 
condolences to the families of more than 14,000 people, who 
lost their loved ones to the pandemic.

The CWC places on record its deep appreciation and gratitude 
to the COrOna warriors – our doctors, our nurses, our 
paramedics and hospital staff, our asha & anganwadi workers, 
our police personnel, our safai karamcharis and others – who 
have tirelessly served by risking their own lives.

it is shocking that our country has registered the last one lakh 
positive cases in just eight days and we are now seeing 15,000 
new cases nationwide on a daily basis.

The capacity of our hospitals in major cities is being severely 
tested, our health workers are stressed and overburdened 
and the union government seems to have abandoned its 

responsibilities and passed the buck to the states, without 
offering adequate support. Many patients are being denied 
treatment or not able to afford it.

extraordinary times require extraordinary measures.  The 
CWC urges the Centre to provide immediate relief for those 
paying exorbitant prices for COVid-19 treatment in private 
hospitals by capping the prices. The government must ensure 
price control and easy availability of the drugs approved as 
lines of treatment for COVid and check the astronomically 
high prices and ongoing black marketeering. The CWC also 
notes that insurance companies are not coming forward to 
support or cover the COVid19 treatment leading to hapless 
patients being financially stranded in times of pandemic. The 
government and the insurance regulator must take all steps 
necessary to control the situation and impose heavy penalties 
on defaulting insurance companies.

The CWC wants to draw attention to the fact that after more 
than four months into the pandemic, it is astonishing that 
the Modi government has not unveiled a coherent strategy 
on reducing fatalities, increasing testing, contact tracing and 
ensuring social distancing and safety for the most vulnerable 
population. There is no nationwide data on available hospital 
beds and ventilators and no clarity on future capacity 
planning. There is absolutely no sense of urgency or a credible 
plan to expand our beleaguered health workforce with quick 
recruitment of young doctors, nurses and other health workers. 
Our citizens need a health workforce to deliver public health 
and health care services effectively and expeditiously.

The PM CareS fund continues to be woefully under-utilised 
and administered without any transparency whatsoever. The 
testing protocols set by iCMr keep changing. The recent 
introduction of antigens testing with lower sensitivity than 
rT-PCr tests has only added to the policy confusion. neither 
is there consistency and transparency on testing data. There 
have been no awareness campaigns by the union government 
to ensure correct masking protocol and social distancing as 
reports of limited public awareness continue to hit headlines.

To tackle the pandemic effectively, the CWC urges the Centre 
to engage and enable all sections of society to work together 
with synergy and speed. Participation of citizenry, voluntary 
organisations, panchayats and elected urban local bodies has 
been visible only in a few parts of the country. The ngOs 

Statements adopted by the CWC
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qualifying and willing to provide full facilities of grade-1 
must be involved by the government in the healthcare effort. 
‘Sab ka saath’ requires ‘Sab ka haath’ in this national effort. 
unify, do not divide. Protect all, do not discriminate.

an area of serious concern is complete absence of SOP in 
expeditious handing over of bodies of COVid victims 
and their cremation by fully respecting their dignity and 
sentiments of loved ones. government must set up a protocol 
for immediate handing over of bodies to the families and their 
expeditious cremation with full honour and respect. 

it is time that the Modi government discussed all these issues 
threadbare, take the nation into confidence and safeguard 
indian lives and livelihoods with concrete action instead of 
‘empty words’. To be ‘atmanirbhar’ as a nation and to combat 
COVid-19, the Modi government must draw upon this great 
nation’s strength, not undermine it.

On Chinese Transgression 
June 23, 2020

The Congress Working Committee (CWC) remembers and 
salutes the memory of Col. B Santosh Babu and our twenty 
brave soldiers of the 16 Bihar regiment for their supreme 
sacrifice for the country. The nation will always remember, 
with respect and gratitude, their valour and martyrdom. 

The CWC reiterates the unwavering solidarity of the indian 
national Congress to our armed Forces and assures support 
to the government for steps taken to safeguard national 
security and india’s territorial integrity.

The CWC is proud of our armed Forces for their commitment, 
unfailing courage and sacrifices made in the service of our 
country.

[i] The CWC observes with grave concern the numerous 
reports of brazen Chinese transgressions into the galwan 
Valley, the Pangong Tso lake area and the Hot Springs. let 
no one, including the Chinese, be in doubt that these are 
inalienable and integral parts of india’s sovereign territory.

For China to make audacious claims over our territory, 
including the galwan Valley, by resorting to unilateral and 
unprovoked acts of transgression and incursion, simply 
cannot be tolerated or accepted. The Central government is 
duty bound to protect every inch of our territory and repulse 
every intrusion firmly and decisively.

[ii] The indian national Congress has consistently raised 
the issue of protecting and defending our territorial integrity 
against Chinese intrusions since May. The only replies by 
the government and its allies were in the form of denials, 

disinformation and diversions. The facts emerging now are 
in direct contrast to the narrative that the government is 
seeking to propagate to the people.

The contradictions within the government stand exposed. 
The defence Minister, the external affairs Minister and 
the Ministry of external affairs (On June 3, June 17 and 
June 20, 2020, respectively) have repeatedly referred to the 
“sizeable presence of Chinese soldiers”; “hindering india’s 
normal patrolling” since early May 2020; attempts by China 
to “transgress the laC in other areas of the Western Sector 
of the india-China Border areas” in mid-May 2020;  and the 
erection by the Chinese side of “structure in galwan valley on 
our side of the laC” post June 6, 2020.

These official statements were contradicted by the Prime 
Minister on June 19, 2020 when he declared that “no one 
has intruded into indian territory”. The very next day on 
June 20, the Ministry of external affairs issued a statement 
contradicting the Prime Minister once again.

The Prime Minister’s statement of denying any Chinese 
intrusion has had far reaching implications. The Prime 
Minister cannot allow his words to be used by the Chinese as 
a vindication of their position, when it is clear that the brazen 
transgressions into our territory were committed by them 
and our armed forces were, and are, steadfastly and resolutely 
defending our territorial integrity.

in our democracy, it is the right and duty of opposition to 
raise questions and seek clarity from the government, when 

CWC Meet

in the CWC meeting,  
Shri rahul gandhi made the 

following remarks:-
On Indo-China-:
“China has brazenly occupied our territory.  PM has destroyed 
our position and betrayed our army by accepting their position 
that they occupied no indian land. The Chinese can’t be 
permitted to get away with this unacceptable usurpation of our 
land. everything needs to be done to ensure that sacrifice of our 
martyrs is not in vain.

One reason why China has acted is a complete and total failure 
of foreign policy. The established institutional structure of 
diplomacy has been demolished by the PM. Our relations with 
our once friendly neighbours lie in tatters. Our time tested 
relationship with our traditional allies has been interrupted. 
india should build a good relationship with the u.S. & other 
countries and must also maintain good relations with its old 
friends.” ❰❰
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the country is confronted with a grave threat to its security. 
equally, it is incumbent upon the government to be receptive 
of expressed concerns and respond with sincerity to the 
questions raised by the opposition. The CWC is obliged to 
ask the following questions from the Central government:-

1. On how many occasions have transgressions been 
committed or attempted by the Chinese forces into our 
territory in the galwan Valley and the Pangong Tso lake area 
since april-May 2020?

2. Why did the Prime Minister state at the all-Party meeting 
that “no one has intruded into our territory”? Why were these 
words deleted by the PMO from its official statement of June 
19, 2020, on being questioned by the Congress and other 
opposition parties? Why was the PMO then forced to give an 
explanation on June 20, 2020?

3. Why did the Prime Minister contradict the earlier 
statements of his own defence Minister and the external 
affairs Minister on Chinese incursions?

4. Why is the statement of Ministry of external affairs dated 
June 20, 2020 in conflict with the Prime Minister’s statement? 
if there was no intrusion by the Chinese into our territory 
as claimed by the Prime Minister, why has the Ministry of 
external affairs in its statement issued in the evening of 
June 20, 2020 pointed out that the Chinese side had been 
“hindering india’s patrolling” since early May 2020,  China 
has attempted to “transgress the laC in other areas of the 
Western Sector of the india-China Border areas” in mid-May, 
and that the Chinese side sought to erect structures “on our 
side of the laC” post June 6, 2020?

5. What steps will the government take to ensure restoration 
of status quo ante?

[iii] india’s territorial integrity is non-negotiable. The 
CWC hopes that the PM will uphold his promise that the 
sacrifice of our brave soldiers will not go in vain. Congress 
Party remains firmly committed for building a strong national 
consensus to defend india’s national interest and defeat the 
nefarious designs and agenda of China.

On Petrol and diesel Prices 
June 23, 2020

[i] The CWC expresses its shock and concern over the 
repeated and unjust increases in petrol and diesel prices as 
also excise duty over the last three months of the lockdown. 
These extortionate increases have been inflicted on the indian 
people by the Central government at a time when they are 
facing unprecedented economic challenges as a result of the 

Covid-19 pandemic.

The CWC notes that despite numerous protestations and a 
widely reported request by the Congress President to draw 
the Prime Minister’s attention to the sheer insensitivity and 
callousness of such a move, the Central government has 
raised petrol and diesel prices on 17 days in a row without 
any justification. all in all, prices of petrol and diesel as also 
the excise duty thereupon has been raised on 19 separate 
occasions since March 14th, 2020. 

The CWC notes that the Central government is profiteering 
by fleecing the people of india. This is illustrated starkly by 
the fact that the Central government has increased the excise 
duty on petrol from rs. 9.20 per liter and on diesel from rs. 
3.46 per liter in 2014 to an additional rs. 23.78 per liter on 
petrol and an additional rs. 28.37 per liter on diesel. This 
translates to an inconceivable 820 percent hike in excise duty 
on diesel and 258 percent increase in excise duty on petrol. 

The CWC condemns these increases in the prices of petrol 
and diesel as sheer exploitation of an already beleaguered 
people and an act that unjustly enriches the government at 
the cost of our people struggling with rising unemployment, 
deep income shortfalls and significant salary cuts.

The CWC reminds the government of its ‘raj dharma’. 
no government should levy and impose such unacceptable 
strain on its people at a time when the economic impact of 
a global pandemic is devastating businesses, rapidly eroding 
the incomes and savings of the middle class, and farmers 
are struggling to sow the crop for the kharif season. if the 
government does not alter the course on this ill-advised 
trajectory then it will have the ruinous consequence of 
pushing many middle-income households to the margins of 
poverty and pushing the poor to total economic ruin. 

[ii] The CWC notes that the aforementioned 
consequences are eminently avoidable especially given the 
historically low global oil prices over the last six years (as low 
as one fifth of the prevailing price during the uPa’s term and 
close to the price of oil in 2004). 

in other words, instead of passing on the benefit to the 
citizens, as done by its predecessors in office, the government 
has chosen to increase the excise duty on petrol 12 times in 
six years and has collected a staggering rs. 18,00,000 crores 
approximately from excise collection on petrol and diesel 
alone in the last six years. The CWC reminds the government 
that this money belongs to the people and taxes and duties 
exist to serve the interests of the people. every increase in 
the prices of diesel and petrol as also increase in excise duty, 
especially during a pandemic, marks an act of administrative 

CWC Meet
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Letter to the PM

Congress President Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s Letter to PM
3rd July, 2020

respected Prime Minister

i would like to draw your attention to the 
fact that in the educational institutions 
of the states / union territories, the 
benefit of reservation is not being 
given to the OBC class; on seats to 
be filled under all india quota through 
n a t i o n a l eligibility Cum 

entrance Test 
(neeT). 

However, under all india Quota in the medical educational 
institutions of the Centre and States / union Territories, 15%, 
7.5% and 10% seats are reserved for the students belonging 
to dalits, adivasis and economically weaker sections(eWSs) 
respectively, but in practice, reservation for OBC students 
under all india quota is limited to central institutions only. 
according to the data collected by the all india Federation of 
Other Backward Classes, by 2017, more than 11,000 seats of 
all india quota of the OBC candidates were snatched from 
them, due to non-implementation of OBC reservation in states 
/ uTs institutions 

Special provisions have been envisaged for the upliftment 
of dalits or adivasis or socially and economically backward 
classes in the 93rd Constitutional amendment, pertaining to 
admissions to other aided or unaided educational institutions 
by states, including private educational institutions except 
minority educational institutions.

no reservation of OBCs under all india Quota conducted 
by the government of india in the medical institutions of 
the state, violates the 93rd Constitutional amendment and is 
a hindrance for a qualified OBC student in getting medical 
education.

For the performance of equality and social justice, i urge the 
Central government to ensure reservation of medical and 
dental seats under all india Quota in medical institutes of 
States / union Territories for OBC students. ❰❰

no reservation of OBCs under 
all india Quota violates the 93rd 

Constitutional amendment

apathy and injustice.

The CWC reminds the government that the nation is 
reeling under unprecedented and severe health and economic 
stresses. The CWC points to the fact that before the nation 
entered the lockdown, the average price of petrol in delhi was 
rs.69.60 per liter. it is now rs.79.76.  diesel was priced at 
rs.62.30 per liter before the lockdown and is now rs.79.40. 
The increase speaks for itself. 

The CWC demands that the Central government roll back 
these thoughtless increases with immediate effect and pass on 
the benefit of low oil prices directly to the citizens of this 
country.  

[iii] The CWC further acknowledges the crucial and 
widely appreciated role that the Food Security act and the 
Mahatma gandhi national rural employment guarantee 
act have played in this time of acute distress.  The CWC joins 
those voices asking for an increase in guaranteed workdays 
under Mgnrega from 100 to 200. 

The CWC also asks that all data about the dispersal of 
rice, wheat and millets through PdS ration shops (under 
the Food Security act) be uploaded on a database so that 
implementation can be streamlined and areas of food 
insecurity can be identified and reached rapidly.

The CWC also calls upon the Central government to extend 
the special provision for 5kg additional food grains per 
person per month (to families under the antyodaya anna 
yojana and priority households) for the months of June till 
September 2020, at the very least. The CWC also requests 
that the special provision for 5kg additional food grains per 
person per month for migrants not entitled to food grains 
under any other Central or State Scheme to be extended till 
the month of September 2020 as well. The CWC also calls 
upon the government that temporary ration cards may be 
provided to all those currently not falling in any beneficiary 
lists so that the widest possible base for these entitlements can 
be targeted. 

The CWC also urges upon the Central government to 
consider a direct cash transfer to the poorest of the poor. if 
the government is serious about kickstarting the economy 
and reviving consumption/demand, then it must do more 
than announce a package which is less than 0.8% of gdP 
and consists largely of loan options. The CWC urges the 
government to inject confidence in the economy by injecting 
cash, through the dBT mechanism, in the accounts of the 
poor. ❰❰
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Interaction with Corona Warriors

Participants

Anu Ragnat, New Zealand

Narendra Singh, Australia

Sherlylmol Puravady, United Kingdom

Vipin Krishnan-AIIMS, New Delhi

Rahul Gandhi  : Namaste, Good Afternoon, Good 
Evening. How are you?

everyone  : Fine Sir.

Rahul Gandhi : It is so nice to see you. All over the world, 
Indian nurses are helping everybody. You make us very 
proud. Especially in this time.

everyone  : Thank you. Thank you sir. 

Rahul Gandhi : We don’t often get to say this to you 
publicly but you are representatives of our country and you 
are making us proud. Not just you, but millions of men 
and women, brothers and sisters like you. It is an honour 
for me to speak to you actually.

everyone : Thank you. it is an honour for us too.

Rahul Gandhi : You’d be wondering why I thought I should 
have a chat with you. There are couple of reasons. One is, 
there are some of you who are abroad, some of you who are 
working in India. All of you have a different experience. I 
wanted to have a conversation, so we could get a sense of  
what different people are seeing in different parts of the 
world and how they can help each other, or how you can 
advise some of our people or our people can advice you 
abroad. That is one aspect. 

Second aspect is that i wanted to get a sense that you should 
feel, not just you, but as a community that you should feel 
that we are with you. We understand that you are doing a 
dangerous job. We understand that this is not an easy job. We 
understand that you are putting your lives on the line for this 
and we appreciate greatly what you are doing all over the world 
and in india. i would like to start by asking you to introduce 
yourselves.

Shri rahul gandhi’s conversation with nurses  
on Covid-19 crisis on July 1, 2020

Sherly : i’m Sherly, i work in liverpool, england. i have been 
here for more than 21 years.

Vipin : rahul ji namaskar. This is Vipin krishnan. i’m from 
kerala. i’ve been working in aiiMS delhi for the last 2 years. 

Rahul Gandhi : Vipin ji you have had Corona?

Vipin : rahulji unfortunately!

Rahul Gandhi : You are both fighting the disease personally 
and also on behalf of AIIMS.

Vipin : Both me and my wife are infected. We are right now 
in quarantine.

Rahul Gandhi : I believe you are ok right now.

Vipin : yes, i am perfectly ok rahul Ji. Thank you!

Rahul Gandhi : That is good news.

Narendra : i’m narendra Singh. i’m from rajasthan. i belong 
to the Sikar district. i’ve been working in nursing for 15 years. 
i did work in Jaipur, rMl hospital and the last job i did was 
in Safdarjung before i left the country. now i’m working in 
australia, new South Wales liverpool Hospital intensive Care. 
i’ve been working there for four years. Have been looking after 
COVid patients. i think we learned a lot the last couple of 
months. 

Anu : My name is Anu Ragnat. i’m from new Zealand. i came 
here in 2004. i work as clinical specialist for older people in 
the community, northland district Health Board, Whangarei. 
Thank you so much for taking this time to talk to us indian 
nurses and you are really showing compassion. So thank you 

I feel everybody that makes up India 
should have a voice, should be heard
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Interaction with Corona Warriors

so much.

Rahul Gandhi : So this must be the most difficult time that 
you have faced. I don’t think any of you would have seen 
anything of this scale. Can you give me a sense of how you 
are feeling while you are sort of in the front line?

Narendra : When this COVid started we initially thought this 
is a simple flu. and we thought that the flu is killing more 
people than COVid. So we didn’t take this really seriously.

Once the COVid started rolling over and then we see the news 
every day. and then italy and the mortality rate is going higher 
and higher. Then that time we started and thinking more, that 
this is not a flu. This is really serious. i think we have to take 
this one seriously and then we start preparing on that one. and 
then all the equipment, setting up the iCu, a different iCu 
that’s especially dedicated only for COVid patients.

Rahul Gandhi : Yes. Australia, New Zealand have done 
pretty well.

Narendra : yeah i think they really did. Well i totally agree 
with you.

Anu : The cities like auckland, Christchurch, Hamilton, they 
are pretty crowded. So it could have driven easily into five 
figures if new Zealanders were careless. So i think going hard 
and going early was the motto by the Prime 

Minister Jacinda. So she’s done 
absolutely well. So i think 

going hard and early was really the 
r i ght thing and that really flattened 
t h e curve in new Zealand.

Rahul Gandhi : And yeah, you 
mentioned that there was 

fear and obviously something 
like this will create 

fear among the 
patients, among 
those who think 
they’re going to 
get sick, among 
the nurses, 
among the 
doctors. Can 
you give me a 
sense of what 
this fear was 
like in the 
hospitals? 
What did you 
feel? Were 
you worried 
that 
something 
might 

happen? What was the sense?

Sherly : For me, i work in an acute medical unit. So we receive 
patients directly from the community. So initially there was lot 
of fear. So who is going to catch this virus? are the patients all 
coming in with this virus. So my personal experience was when 
i was seeing a patient and she came in with them, you know, 
no COVid symptoms, she only came in with the diarrhoea 
and vomiting but because of her abdominal pain, i requested 
an abdominal x-ray and a chest x-ray.  and her chest x-ray was 
reported within minutes and it came back as you know typical 
severe COVid chest x-ray.  So that made us all really, you know, 
i wouldn’t say paranoid but you know, it was very cautious. 

So i did speak to my clinic directors, leaders and at that time 
that was the beginning of March. you know, even at the time 
in uk, you know, we were not even in the lockdown. So we’ve 
been told we have to use the PPe, surgical mask, apron and 
gloves. and since then i’ve been using that and we were seeing 
patients at the time, you know day-after-day, and then we went 
into lockdown. 

Rahul Gandhi : What is your experience in AIIMS? How 
are you? How are you feeling because their epidemic is 
winding down but our epidemic is picking up.

Vipin : rahul ji you know our country’s condition better than 
me.

Rahul Gandhi : Do all of you understand Hindi? We’ll do a 
mix of Hindi and English.

Vipin : i would like to highlight some statistics. We have 1.2 
million registered allopathic doctors in india. We have around 
3.7 million registered nurses in india. When we are coming to 
the ratio, it is 1:1500 for doctors and 1.7:1000 nurses in india. 
The WHO recommended ratio is 1:1000 doctors and 3:1000 
nurses when coming to the recommendations of the WHO. 
running short in the scenario of Human resources, but still 
we are fighting hard. 

But in our country, the scenario is entirely different. There is 
a sea of difference between government hospitals and Private 
hospitals in india.

Rahul Gandhi : What difference do you see?

Vipin : When we look into the private sector, there are a number 
of discriminations. Private nurses are saying that their salaries 
are being cut. How will they care for their families during this 
pandemic? in such a situation, i think the government must 
help them and pay their entire salaries.  in this condition, it is 
difficult for them to survive. 

you asked earlier if we are scared? i don’t think we are scared 
of the Coronavirus pandemic. To save the country, we have to 
fight at the frontlines. My own experience showed that i was 
not scared but not that i’ve been infected, i’m still not scared. i 
want to tell you and the government that once i recover, i want 
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to go back to the COVid ward.

Rahul Gandhi : I am surprised by the fact. I’ve been 
informed that testing isn’t being allowed in many hospitals 
in Delhi. 

Vipin : This is indeed a sad state of affairs. i want to inform you 
about some statistics. On May 27, the infection rate in delhi 
was 13.7% we were doing 7000 tests per day. By June 12-13, 
our infection rate had crossed 30% and we are doing under 
5000 tests per day. This is surprising given that our deaths and 
infection rates are increasing, but we have reduced testing. i 
don’t understand what is happening rahul ji.

rahul gandhi : One of the doctors i was speaking to in a 
private hospital was telling me, that it becomes impossible for 
them to work if they cannot test COVid patients. if they don’t 
know if the patient has COVid or not, they don’t know where 
to put him. Putting two patients, one who has COVid and 
one who doesn’t have COVid next to each other. So they were 
saying that they are completely frustrated and do not know 
how to move forward. 

i think little bit is that the governments are trying to manage 
the perception, they are trying to give a sense that the problem 
is not as bad as it is.  But i believe that look we have to face the 
problem, so we should accept the problem, define the problem 
accurately and then fight the problem. i don’t know how you 
react to that.

Vipin : you are absolutely correct. We have a pandemic 
situation and aiiMS director has said that we will peak in 
June-mid July. So even the delhi CM has stated that they are 
expecting 5.5. lakh cases. We are having 10,000 beds in delhi. 
Can you imagine the depth of the situation where 5.5 lakh 
people are coming, of course they won’t come at the same time, 
but average 1 lakh patients a day. i can’t imagine the depth of 
the situation. What will we do? 

Rahul Gandhi : How will the people from abroad react to 
this?

Anu : i just want to ask Vipin. So you are on sick leave at the 
moment. is that being paid or are they paying you for this 
length right now?

Vipin : right now the institution has told that it’s 
paid but since it is a pandemic, lots of people are 
getting infected, especially healthcare workers. 

i’m even worried about that. So right now they’re 
telling it’s paid but i don’t know what will 
happen in the future time. 

Anu : How easy it was for 
you to get the testing done 
though. Was it okay for you, 
was it accessible?

Vipin : yes. My turn was little okay, but when by wife’s turn 
came, she had to wait for a complete 10 hours. it was little 
worrying and it was a little sad incident for me.

Anu : yeah that it’s quite upsetting as a family. 

Narendra : i want to add one of the points. you say that it is 
very hard to do testing. yeah. So as rahul ji mentioned that you 
go to private hospital and they can’t test it. if you go to Private 
Hospital and then you can’t test, it is very hard to manage. 
Because you can spread very easily to the other staff as well and 
then the whole hospital staff can get infected. and so the testing 
is very important, as much as you do your social distancing and 
other measures you use for preventing Covid-19.

Rahul Gandhi : So looking back, for the people who are 
abroad. What is your biggest learning from this epidemic? 
What would be your advice to Indian hospitals, Indian 
nurses, Indian doctors, now that you’ve been through it. 
What would you say are the key things that one has to look 
at?

Narendra : Wash your hands.  you have to wash your hands, 
during the day like i do in a 12-hour shift, we wash a hundred 
times. Put a proper PPe. That’s my concern. i was talking 
to one  of my friends, he works in delhi. We used to work 
together. He told me that a lot of staff and doctors are getting 
positive now, which is one of them being Vipin as well. This is 
a matter of concern. 

it means there’s something missing in that. either we are not 
putting PPe properly or we are not using hand sanitizer properly 
or we are not self-isolating or maybe we are asymptomatic 
carrier then. 

Rahul Gandhi : So you also have children. They must 
be very worried that you’re going into the middle of the 
hospital where everybody has COVID. Can I get somebody 
else to come in?

Sherly : My personal experience is that my husband is actually 
in high risk category and he was in shielding. So because i’ve 
been working with the COVid patients, so i had to move out 

of my home leaving my husband and my children for six 
weeks. now i’ve gone back. Two weeks ago i went back 
home and it’s because the numbers are coming down. 
The number of patients in the hospital is coming 
down now and my management is so supportive of 
me. 

Here in uk, it is so respectful, people are so 
respectful. We have dedicated shopping time for the 

nHS staff or the care workers. every Thursday 
the government is, you know, putting it 

as the clapping for carers and things 
like that. So it is so supportive, all 

supermarkets are very supportive. 

Rahul Gandhi : So you feel 

Interaction with Corona Warriors
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like you’re being backed up by the government fully? Yes. 
Do you feel that in AIIMS at all? 

Vipin : rahul ji i would like to bring something to your 
attention. it’s important and a matter of concern. Two nurses 
have died in delhi, they were from South india. One x-ray 
technician, one retired doctor from aiiMS passed away and 
one serving person in the sanitation department, we lost him 
unfortunately. However, they are yet to receive the compensation 
of rs. 1 crore announced by the delhi government. it is not 
that we can give some amount of money and equalize the death. 
it is not that, but at least we should support the families. The 
government should do something for them.

i want to bring this to your notice since you are the opposition 
leader. 

Rahul Gandhi : I’ll write a letter and see if we can expedite 
that.

Vipin : Secondly, nurses don’t come under the risk allowance 
category of the government of india. Both nurses and doctors, 
as healthcare workers, we are fighting this COVid in the front 
line like the army. it’s like, we can compare this to a biowar. 
it is not a biowar, but a virus, a small microscopic organism is 
challenging the whole world and the country. So we are fighting 
like the army or the air Force. i’m not comparing this with 
our Force. But at least i think you will agree with that we are 
fighting as an army.

Rahul Gandhi : Yes, you are a nonviolent Army.

Vipin : Thank you rahul Ji. i would like to bring into your 
kind consideration that risk allowance should be given to 
nurses and doctors at least at this point of time because we are 
losing lives. We are exhausted and we are fighting in the front 
line without any fear. We will win. you and the government 
are with us. i have complete faith that we will fight this war 
against the Coronavirus and win. 

Rahul Gandhi :  I asked a question to all of you, how 
does your family and children feel about this? How are 
you caring for them? Because they must be worried that 
their mom and dad are working in the midst of this big 
pandemic. How are you managing that?

Anu : From the new Zealand government, one of the first 
things announced by the Health Minister was a 10 million 
package for Health Workers. So that includes accommodation 
funding. like Sherly’s case, like if you don’t want to go back 
home to an immuno-compromised family member, you can 
stay either in hospital or in a nearby motels and the government 
would pay for that. listening to the rest of the team, i feel like 
we are in a blessed position actually.

Rahul Gandhi : So tell me one thing. Why is it that 
Indian nurses are valued so much abroad? What is it that, 
wherever I go, I went to the Middle East and they took 
me to a hospital there. And then in the hospital, they said 

look if we didn’t have Indian nurses, we could not run our 
hospital. 

Sherly : i have to say that. Sorry and that indian nurses are 
very hardworking. They dedicate, you know, dedicate their 
life to the profession. They don’t care about themselves. They 
see the patients in front of them as either their parents, their 
children, their mother, their brother or sister. So that’s probably 
the thing.

Anu : i think a lot of COVid wards, like we’ve got people 
indian nurses in managerial roles and planning not just on the 
floor. and yeah definitely in the floor and in the community, 
there are a number of indian nurses.

i think we are go-getters, in the front line. you don’t think twice 
you know, and education. and education, the way our course, 
our curriculum is being designed, i think we are ready to cope in 
any country in any situation, in any scenario. Our background, 
that education, that concrete education curriculum is really 
backing us. i think and it’s easier for indian nurses to cope in 
any division. We easily adapt being in few other roles before this 
and what i felt is like yeah, you’re in there for two months and 
yeah, you kind of learn just quite quickly. it’s just all because of 
your background concrete education. and again as Sherly said 
we are quite compassionate by nature. 

Rahul Gandhi : And how can we help Indian nurses and 
doctors who are fighting this battle, whether abroad or in 
India? What is the main thing that we should be trying to 
help you with? What should we be doing to help you?

Narendra : Thank you for asking us. Please keep talking to us, 
we’ll keep sharing our experience. you’ll share your experience. 
We always love india. it’s very nice that you spoke to us. 

Vipin : in policy-making i don’t think our voice is being heard. 
When a policy is being made relating to the nursing profession 
or the medical profession, the experts in that profession should 
be asked for their inputs. Only then the policies should be 
made. unfortunately that has not been happening in our 
country.  Many organisations’ leaders are not being called when 
it comes to policy-making decisions. 

Rahul Gandhi : In this COVID battle, was there any 
experience that was positive for you? That this was a very 
happy. Can you describe one experience like that.

Anu : i think here and you in new Zealand again, the 
communication between the government and healthcare 
workers, it was really good. daily at 1 p.m. during that five 
weeks lock down, our Health Minister and our President 
would come and do the press conference and i think almost 
pretty much all the new Zealanders will be tuned to hear these 
numbers, the levels. and the president herself, she made us 
feel responsible for participating and winning this battle. The 
leadership styles was one of empathy in a crisis.

Sherly : yeah my positive experience. i would like to say about 

Interaction with Corona Warriors
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you know, during the weekends, during all this pandemic 
COVid cohort unit, you know developed and working. The 
weekend unit i worked in, none of the nurses had COVid, 
you know, this was so it was such a brilliant news for us, you 
know, because we had 20 patients and you know all patients 
were admitted there were COVid  positive patients. none of 
the nurses had COVid. So that’s good news. That was brilliant 
news for us.

Rahul Gandhi : So my last question in all this, of course, 
the non-COVID patients have a completely different 
trajectory because the hospital is occupied by COVID 
patients. 

Sherly : not all of them. not all of the hospitals. We have in 
our accident and emergency departments, there is a red zone 
and there is a green zone. So patients who were exhibiting 
the symptoms of COVid are put in the red Zone and other 
patients who are not coming with the COVid symptoms are 
being sent to the green zone. 

So once everybody is getting swabbed, everybody’s getting 
tested. So this is the only way we know, and now we are not 
seeing many patients.

Vipin : i think your question is more relevant to india. The 
OPd in many government hospitals aren’t functioning. We 
have no way out. We have to think about how to help non-
COVid patients. i have also received many calls, eg. cancer 
patients, they are asking for help but we are unable to help. 
Majority of the beds are being allocated for COVid, not just 
in aiiMS but in most government hospitals. 

Rahul Gandhi : I think it is important that people also 
hear different voices. So that’s why I’m holding these 
conversations whether it is with nurses or with experts in 
their field or with manual labourers who ever. But I feel 
everybody that makes up India should have a voice, should 
be heard. So I find you have given quite a good perspective. 

Narendra : So if we work as a team, then we can win against 
COVid-19.

Rahul Gandhi : So I’d like to thank all of you very much 
for your time. I know it’s valuable because you’re involved 
in the fight against COVID. So, thank you very much 
and I’m very proud of you. All of you for the work you 
are doing. Not only you but also millions of nurses and 
doctors like you, who are from our country are doing an 
excellent job in India and abroad. 

Vipin : Thank you rahul ji, for your precious time and for this 
conversation.

Anu : Thank you for everything you’ve done for Wayanad, i 
should say that too.

everyone : Thank you. ❰❰

Interaction with Corona Warriors

Shri rahul gandhi said, “Hello, Brothers and Sisters! 

in the last three months, Corona has destroyed the economy of 
india. Has strongly hurt, has damaged a lot, the whole country 
knows. The biggest loss, the most injury, has been to the poor, 
the workers, the middle class and the salaried class. We gave 
suggestions to the government three to four times. implement 
a scheme like ‘nyay’ scheme, not permanently but for six 
months. Put 7,500 rupees per month in the bank accounts of 
every poor family. This will create demand and the economy 
will be revived. The government refused, not once, but three 
or four times. What reasons did they give, they said that we do 
not have money.

i want to remind the country that the government had waived 
off taxes amounting to lakhs and crores of rupees, of 15 richest 
crony capitalists and in the last three months, narendra Modi’s 
government has increased the prices of petrol and diesel. They 
have increased the prices of petrol and diesel 22 times. There is 
no money crunch. The government has three lakh crore rupees, 
so narendra Modi ji do implement schemes like ‘nyay’ 
scheme, run them for only six months and give 7,500 rupees a 
month to every poor family.

and there is another question, a question for you, a question 
for narendra Modi ji, the whole country knows that China 
has taken away the holy land of india. We all know that China 
is sitting at four places in ladakh. narendra Modi ji, tell the 
country, when will you throw the army of China out from 
india and how? ❰❰

Shri Rahul Gandhi, former 
Congress President gave a video 

message on June 30, 2020
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Agriculture

New Delhi:  Thousands of farmers in Punjab, Haryana and 
parts of rajasthan lodged a protest on July 20, 2020 by taking 
to the roads in their tractors – much like farmers across europe 
have been protesting in the last few months.

Farmers in almost all districts of Haryana and Punjab and 
in Sri ganganagar in rajasthan took out the protest march 
in their tractors and submitted a list of their demands to 
the district office. The key demand is that the government 
withdraw  three  ordinances recently introduced to reform 
agricultural markets, dilute the essential Commodities act 
and to enable contract farming, and to roll back fuel price 
hike.

“These ordinances are absolutely against the farmer. They have 
been brought in to only benefit the big companies. The farmer 

Farmers in Punjab, Haryana Take Out Tractors 
to Protest Against Agriculture Ordinances

will be at mercy of the big companies and will be worse off 
than they are right now,” said gurnam Singh of the Bhartiya 
kisan union (Haryana), one of the organisers in the state. 
“The farmers are angry. That is why the call saw this massive 
response. More than 15,000 farmers came in Haryana alone.”

The farmers took out their tractors and parked them on the 
side of the roads for a few hours to lodge the protest. “all 
precautions were taken. We maintained social distancing, 
wore masks,” said Singh.

The protestors also demanded that the minimum support 
price be made a legal right for farmers. “There is a fear that 
the government might now dismantle the MSP system. We 
want to let them know that we will not let it happen. instead, 
they need to make MSP a legal right. So that no one can buy 

continued on page 19
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NSUI Campaign

Cancel exams, promote students: 
Rahul Gandhi on University Exams

New Delhi: Congress leader rahul gandhi on July 10, 2020, 
demanded cancellation of university exams and urged the 
ugC to promote students on the basis of past performance 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

accusing the university grants Commission (ugC) of 
creating confusion, Shri gandhi said it is unfair to conduct 
examinations during the COVid-19 pandemic and the ugC 
should listen to the voice of students.

“COVid has harmed many people. Students in schools, colleges 
and universities are being made to suffer.” While the iiTs and 
colleges have cancelled exams and have promoted students, the 
ugC is creating confusion. ugC should also cancel the exams 
and promote students on the basis of past performance,” he 
said in a video message.

Shri rahul gandhi participated in the ‘Speak up for Students’ 
campaign by the Congress party and posted a short video 
message on Twitter.

The Congress has launched a campaign in favour of students, 
demanding cancellation of exams during the pandemic and 
urging their promotion. ❰❰

10th July, 2020, nSui – supported by the entire Congress 
Party – successfully ran the #SpeakupForStudents campaign. 
as of 5 PM on July10, 2020, we were the #1 trend with over 
500k tweets from all over the country. 

For this campaign, the nSui collected students’ voices from all 
over the country expressing their genuine grievances, fears and 
demands from the government. in this campaign, the students 
put forth two demands: 

1. Cancellation of all exams and promotion/graduation on the 
basis of past performance. 

2. #noFeesForSixMonths in light of the economic distress 
suffered by the 45% of the families during the lockdown/
pandemic.

Our demand for cancellation of exams and promotion according 
to past performance is supported by Former ugC Chairperson 
Prof. Sukhadeo Thorat and other senior academics from all over 
the country. Online classes and exams are discriminatory due to 
lack of access for poor and rural students (at least two students 
have committed suicide) and given rising Covid19 numbers, it 
is best to end uncertainty by promoting/graduating students 
on the basis of past performance. instead, repeated ugC 
guidelines have created confusion and led to delays. There 
is no certainty that exams will be held in September, given 
rising Covid19 numbers (india is already third worst affected 
country in the word). This may result in wasting students’ year 
- academically and professionally. 

Concerns about devaluation of degree are totally misplaced 
- universities around the world have cancelled final exams, 
as have the iiTs without worrying out reducing the value of 
their degree. in fact, some of the sham open-book exams as 
proposed by delhi university are more likely to devalue degree 
than by fairly and appropriately assessing students on past 
performance. Moreover, reducing education to one exam alone 
is to take a very narrow-minded vie of education.

Further details about the campaign are given below. 

Campaign Groundwork: nSui has been running the campaign 
to scrap exams for the past two months. nSui was the first 
organisation (students and academics) to take this stand and 
when we first started the campaign, it was deemed frivolous. 
aBVP ran obnoxious hashtags such as #PappuForPromotion and 
also intervened through the governor in Maharashtra to try and 
overturn Maharashtra government decision to cancel exams.

under this campaign, nSui has done meetings with more 
than 100 universities, submitted memorandums to VCs of 
almost 150 universities across the country, sent messages in 

NSUI Campaign #SpeakUpForStudents Successfully 
Raises Students’ Demand to Cancel All Exams

these university whatsapp groups, done district-wise protests 
and press conferences, and filed writ petitions in many states. 
This has become a political issue in many states with nSui 
successfully leading the charge. 

The ugC Committee has also recommended promotion of 
1st and 2nd year students without exam on the basis of past 
performance. Many state governments have also cancelled 
all exams including Maharashtra, Odisha, Haryana, Madhya 
Pradesh, Punjab and rajasthan. ❰❰
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as Covid 19 has created havoc all rounds, the rulers 
of certain countries are using it to further intensify 
their set agendas. The democratic freedoms are being 

curtailed in certain forms, the reaction to which has come 
in america in the form 
of a campaign, which is 
opposing ‘stifling’ cultural 
climate that is imposing 
‘ideological conformity’ 
and weakening ‘norms of 
open debate and toleration 
of differences’. in india 
similar intimidations 
have been intensified. in 
addition, the occasion 
has been used by the 
sectarian forces first to 
link the spread of Corona 
to Muslim community 
and now in the name of 
reducing the burden of curriculum certain chapters on core 
concepts related to indian nationalism are being deleted from 
the text books.

it has been reported that chapters on federalism, citizenship, 
nationalism, secularism, Human rights, legal aid and local 
Self government  and the like are being dropped. education 
has been an important area for communal forces and they 
constantly keep saying that leftists have dominated the 
curriculum content, it suffers from the impact of Macaulay, 
Marx and Mohammad and so needs to be indianized. The 
first such attempt was done when BJP came to power in 
1998 as nda and had Murli Manohar Joshi as the MHrd 

Covid 19 and Furthering of Sectarian 
Agenda in Education

Ram Puniyani

minister. He brought the changes which were termed as 
‘saffronization of education’. Their focus is more on social 
science. Some of the highlights of this were introduction of 
subjects like astrology and Paurohitya and chapters defending 

caste system, nationalism 
of the type of Hitler was 
praised.

With defeat of nda 
in 2004, the uPa did 
try to rectify some of 
these distortions. again 
after 2014 the rSS 
affiliates working in the 
area of education have 
been active, interacting 
with MHrd officials 
to impress upon them 
the need to change the 
curriculum matching 
with their Hindu 

nationalist agenda. its ‘Shiksha Sanskriti utthan nyas’ has 
been asking for removal of english, urdu words in the texts. 
it has asked for removal of thoughts of rabindranath Tagore 
on nationalism, extracts of autobiography of M.F. Husain, 
references to benevolence of Muslim rulers, references to BJP 
being Hindu party, apology of dr. Manmohan Singh for anti-
Sikh pogrom of 1984, the reference to killings of gujarat 
carnage in 2002 among others. This they call as Bhartiykaran 
of syllabus.

as rSS is a multithreaded hydra, one of its pracharaks 
dinanath Batra has set up ‘Shiksha Bachao abhiyan Samiti’ 
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which has been pressurizing various publishers to drop the 
books which are not conforming to their ideology. One recalls 
their pressuring withdrawal of Wendy doniger’s ‘The Hindus’, 
as it does present the ancient india through the concerns of 
dalits and women. Mr. Batra has already come out with a set 
of nine books for school curriculum, giving the rSS view of 
the past and rSS understanding of social sciences. These have 
already been translated into gujarati and thousands of the 
sets of these books are being used in gujarat Schools.

The present step of deleting parts of curriculum which gives the 
basics of indian nationalism, secularism and human rights is 
a further step in the same direction. These are the topics which 
have made the Hindu nationalists uncomfortable during last 
few years. They have been defaming secularism. They removed 
it from the preamble of indian constitution, when they put 
out an ad on the eve of republic day in 2015. From last few 
decades since the ram Temple movement was brought up, 
simultaneously the secular ethos of india’s freedom movement 
and secular values of indian constitution have been constantly 
criticized. Many an rSS ideologues and BJP leaders have been 
asking for change of indian Constitution for this very reason.

Secularism is part of the concept of indian nationalism. in the 
name of religious nationalism, sectarian divisive nationalism 
they have been attacking various student leaders in particular. 
When we study nationalism, the very genesis of indian 
nationalism tells us the plurality of our freedom movement 
with its anti-colonial roots. The struggle was for indian 
nationalism and so the Muslims and Hindu communalists 
kept aloof from this great struggle against colonial masters. 
it was this struggle which built the indian nation with all its 
diversity.

Similarly, as we have equal rights as citizens, the chapters on 
citizenship are being dropped. Federalism has been the core 
part of india’s administrative and political structure. as the 
dictatorial tendencies are becoming stronger, federalism is 
bound to suffer and that explains the dropping of this subject. 
democracy is decentralization of power. Power reaching the 
lowermost part of the system, the villages and average citizens. 
This got reflected in local self government. The power 
is distributed among villages, cities, state and center. By 
removing chapters on federalism and local self government, 
the indications of the ideology of ruling party are on display.

While we are not dealing with all the portents of the planned 
omissions, one more aspect that related to dropping of 
chapter on Human rights needs our attention. The concept 
of Human rights and dignity are interlinked. This concept of 

below that price,” Singh said.

Singh also said that they would be willing to soften their 
stand on the three ordinances if MSP is made a legal right.

Haryana Congress chief kumari Selja supported the farmers’ 
demands. “They are headed to scrapping the minimum 
support price system. eighty-five percent of the country’s 
farmers are small and marginal and the government’s move 
will leave them open for exploitation. The state government 
should take a stand and get the centre to roll back the 
ordinances,” she said.

Punjab chief minister amarinder Singh has also supported 
the protest but had asked farmers to postpone it due to the 
threat posed by COVid-19.

On the same day, dairy farmers in parts of Maharashtra 
too  protested  low milk prices in the state by spilling milk 
on the streets. The price of milk has dipped to around rs 
16 a litre from around rs 30 before lockdown, as dairies are 
procuring milk at cheaper rates to convert to milk powder.

Courtesy: The Wire

Human rights also has international ramifications. india is 
signatory to many a un covenants related to Human rights. 
The indications are clear that now rights will be for the few 
elite and ‘duties’ for the large deprived sections will be put on 
the forefront.

in a way this incidental ‘Corona gifted opportunity’ to the 
ruling government is being fully used to enhance the agenda 
of ruling party in the arena of educational Curriculum. 
The part of curriculum with which the ruling party is 
uncomfortable is being removed. This act of omission does 
supplement their other acts of commission in changing the 
shape of educational curriculum, which are reflected in rSS 
affiliates’ suggestions to MHrd regarding Bhartiyakaran of 
contents of syllabus. as per this the things like regarding the 
great epics like ramayana and Mahabharata as History, the 
things like india having all the stem cell technology, plastic 
surgery, aviation science etc. will have a place in the changes 
planned by communal forces! ❰❰

The author is a former professor.

Farmers in Punjab, Haryana Take Out 
Tractors to Protest Against Agriculture 

Ordinances

continued from page 16
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The nation witnessed a strange development 
during the testing times of Corona virus 
pandemic when union Hrd Minister 

ramesh Pokhriyal announced that there was 
change in structure and patterns of learning- 
namely with CBSe syllabus reduction, wherein as 
per government reports that there will be 30% of 
the syllabus slashed for the academic year 2020-21 
for classes 9 to 12. it is also being put forward 
in argument from authorities that learning 
outcomes remain the same and 
the students do not miss out on 
learning core concepts in various 
subjects. 

if we go by the list from 
notification, one can decipher 
that food security, democratic 
rights in class 9th, democracy 
& diversity, and caste, religion 
& gender in class 10th, 
federalism and secularism in 
class 11th, social movements, 
and environment & natural 
resources in class 12th, amongst 
others, have been excluded. it 
further stated that the deleted 
portions of the CBSe syllabus 
will not be included in the 
internal assessments or the year-
end board exams. 

The principal opposition party 
of the Congress asserted the 
raging sentiments of millions of 
indians that attempt to do away 
with chapters on Federalism, 
Secularism, nationalism, 
citizenship, which are the pillars 
of indian democracy, is akin to 
a crude joke on democracy and 
is highly condemnable. There 
are questions being raised that 
why do authorities think that 
democracy, diversity, secularism 
be removed or that what makes 
authorities believe that these 
concepts will not be useful 
in future. Further, people are 
questioning on what basis or 

what reasons government has to incorporate one 
topic over the other.

There is a case of Means-end inappropriateness. no 
doubt, when because of lockdown school classes 
and classroom teaching thereof have been impacted. 
Further, it is also being put forward that CBSe has 
rationalized the syllabus with the help of suggestions 
from nCerT and the same has been notified by 

a new CBSe notification as well. However, 
this has to be taken in tandem with important 

career avenues of students. 
There are many students 
who go for career in social 
sciences like non-government 
organization, research in 
Parliament, amongst others. 
Politics and its dimensions are 
pervasive in every aspect of life. 
Without sound understanding 
of concepts which give full 
understanding of dynamics of 
political processes, the future 
of students is at stake as it will 
give them incomplete picture 
of reality. Further it will impact 
several students who want to 
prepare for competitive exams 
for higher studies.

The picture being presented 
by authorities is incongruent 
with ideas of Mahatma gandhi 
and Vivekananda. The nation 
is celebrating 150 years of 
Mahatma gandhi, which also 
includes reaffirming our pledge 
to ideas and message of father 
of the nation. as Mahatma 
gandhi ji rightly said that ‘the 
future depends on what we 
do in the present’. The future 
of our students and nation-
building will be hampered 
where learning fails to reflect 
and authorities end process 
of critical thinking. How can 
we expect the future of nation 
to be safe when students have 
no idea of social movements, 

Issues of Education & Reduction of Syllabus

Dr. Amna Mirza

•	 	There is a case of Means-end 
inappropriateness. no doubt, when 
because of lockdown school classes and 
classroom teaching thereof have been 
impacted.

•	  The picture being presented by 
authorities is incongruent with ideas 
of Mahatma gandhi and Vivekananda.

•	 With the move to disconnect the 
future of nation from concepts, it will 
be a huge disservice to values of Swami 
Vivekananda as our education, raising 
the youth, will not be holistic. 

•	 When students have no understanding 
of “Vasudev kutumbhkam”- ideal 
of secularism, or that of problems 
that lead to social movements, we are 
reducing education only to a machine-
based exercise.

•	 authorities must look into fee-waiver 
for six months as many students are 
facing financial crunch with lockdown 
impacting their families.
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or nationalism; wherein the role of Mahatma gandhi is very 
important to understand? This is not only for scoring marks 
but an attempt to imbibe the message of Mahatma gandhi 
by learning from his life, his struggle, his values, right from 
early age. Swami Vivekananda ji said that ‘educate and raise 
the masses, and thus alone a nation is possible’. in a scenario 
when students will not know that what are the challenges to 
our democracy, how can we safeguard our national interest for 
the future? To nurture nationalism in the country, it is essential 
for appreciating indigenous ideas, to have comprehensive guide 
for connecting past, present and future. With the move to 
disconnect the future of nation from concepts, it will be a huge 
disservice to values of Swami Vivekananda as our education, 
raising the youth, will not be holistic. 

Pandemic led to upheaval in public and private lives of 
individuals and citizens. amidst this, it is essential to engage 
citizens in creative endeavour and use this unusual situation 
for learning, erudition, gaining knowledge. However, instead 
of letting students think, deliberate, ponder over various types 
and inputs in democracy, various visions of nationalism, various 
models of secularism, the authorities used the context of reduced 
classroom interface as an alibi to cut concepts in syllabus. Pandit 
deen dayal upadhyaya in ‘integral Humanism’ opined that “it 
is essential that we think about ‘Our national identity’ without 
which there is no meaning of independence”. When students 
have no understanding of “Vasudev kutumbhkam”- ideal of 
secularism, or that of problems that lead to social movements, 
we are reducing education only to a machine-based exercise. 
The nation could have used the lockdown as a time of education 
in ideas for nation-building. The government’s attempt to 
reduce syllabus definitely is at odds with Pandit deen dayal 
upadhyaya’s idea of need to know about our national identity. 

Pandemic led to classroom being shifted on digital front. 
However, there are huge issues of digital divide, availability of 
internet in far-flung areas, language barriers, amongst others. 
Teachers were also reported to be working at health front 
in battling corona pandemic. amidst this the issue of non-
payment of salaries to many teachers and faculty members was 
also reported. The government must tackle all these problems 
as education is essential for holistic empowerment of nation. 
reducing the important role of government departments, that 
cater to education, to only syllabus-reduction or removing 
concepts, is half-hearted measure to problems of academic 
fraternity. Teachers are torchbearers of ushering development 
of youth and students are Vanguard of national integrity. if 
we ignore their issues and problems and put them on plank 
of reduction of syllabus to divert attention, it will be indeed a 
grave folly. authorities must look into fee-waiver for six months 
as many students are facing financial crunch with lockdown 
impacting their families. There is a need for ushering equality, 
equal access, equal opportunity. Without duly catering to 
these aspects, we cannot have any educational reforms. With 

no reference or attempt to solve already existing issues of 
education, it is indeed incorrect. 

Further, we all know that global and domestic realities are 
changing. World over there are contrasting narrative of 
globalisation versus Protectionism, rise of new avenues of 
industry 4.0, globalisation 4.0, amongst others. amidst this, 
when economy has faced slow down, it is essential to prepare 
students with multidisciplinary perspective, interdisciplinary 
approach to let them be well prepared for jobs, amongst others. 
Subjects often relate to each other, example food security in 
political science is linked to Mineral nutrition, digestion 
in Biology. Topics in Maths like properties of determinants, 
Consistency, inconsistency, and number of Solutions of System 
of linear equations are often used in Social Sciences research. 
By deleting all concepts, the government has presented a case of 
shunning its responsibility from preparing the youth for future 
challenges. This like adopting an incongruous approach for 
Future Challenges for the youth. 

every day there are news of rising violence against women. 
Women suffer because of how biological differences are made 
as a social construct. Further, even today in many areas, caste-
based violence exists. now if our syllabus removes topics of 
gender, caste, how will the youth be sensitive to ideas of 
justice? How will students understand how important are 
fraternity and equality if they have no fundamental ideas 
about theoretical aspects? The authorities cannot turn a blind 
eye to these questions. Mere removing the concepts is no 
excuse that without proper understanding of gender and caste 
discrimination, justice, we are not only making a mockery 
of idea of equality as enshrined in the Constitution, but also 
removing education from its main role of enlightenment of 
minds. 

education was given a pioneering perspective by ideals of nai 
Talim of Mahatma gandhi. The idea to situate human activities, 
learning, with the bigger thought of “truth and love” enshrined 
in work. it had important reference to book of life, wherein no 
cost & wherein no force can take away the important message 
and learnings. The exercise of government to reduce syllabus 
and do away with important concepts, if it has other hidden 
intentions, must not ignore that values of nai Talim- unity, 
integrity, respect for motherland, decentralisation of power, are 
inherent in the land of Mahatma gandhi - our nation india. 
if we remove the concepts from syllabus, our youth will find 
ways to know about democracy, social movements, gender, 
nationalism. These concepts are of timeless significance and 
therefore if anyone has any issues with them, one must debate 
on them by learning. Making students skip them in syllabus 
is undone as every enquiring young mind of india will study 
them. any attempt to add a political colour, centralisation, 
imposing one way of thinking for and on our students must 
be condemned. ❰❰

Author is an  Assistant Professor, Political Science, University of Delhi
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an eminent think-tanker close to the 
government, propounded how it does 
really matter why the Chinese have 

adopted a certain course of action — the fact 
is that the Chinese have violated the line of 
actual Control, grabbed our 
territory and butchered our 
soldiers. That is the situation 
we have to deal with.

With great respect, such an 
approach is at best myopic 
and at worst delusional; for 
till the time india does not 
drill as deep down as possible 
to get the best possible read 
on Chinese intentions, india’s 
responses would continue to be 
tactical and not strategic. This 
unfortunately has been our 
achilles heel as a nation.

every indian strategic thinker 
of any serious consequence, 
therefore, must address 
themselves to a fundamental 
question — why did the 
Chinese transgress across the 
line of actual Control (laC) 
and that too at a point in time 
when the world is grappling 
with Covid-19 — incidentally 
another Chinese gift to 
humankind?

Was it a desire to sweep the 
“China exports the Wuhan 
virus to the world” headline 
off the front pages of global 
newspapers and headlines of 
television channels around the 
world; by creating multiple 
crises from the declaration of 
two additional administrative 

Why the Chinese did what they have done

Manish Tewari

districts in the South China Sea, moving on the 
sovereignty of Hong kong and creating flashpoints 
along the yet undelineated and undemarcated 

Sino-indian border? Was it concern that the 
abrogation of article 370 by india would 

change facts on the ground 
in ladakh coupled with the 
beefing up of indian border 
infrastructure especially the 
darbuk-Shykok-daulat Beg 
Oldie (dSdBO) road — a 
freshly constructed highway to 
northern ladakh?

is xi Jinping in trouble at home 
because of a faltering economy, 
a lurch towards dogmatic 
Maoism, coupled with a 
mishandling of the pandemic? 
is it one of these reasons or all 
of them or something much 
more deeper and civilisational 
in character insofar as india is 
concerned?

Consider the following facts: To 
the exclusion of its territorial 
disputes with india and Bhutan, 
China has settled all its other 
land boundary disputes. China-
watchers have been mystified 
and even a tad perplexed at 
the territorial concessions that 
China has repeatedly given to 
resolve its myriad conflicts.

Of its 23 ongoing territorial 
disputes from 1949, China 
proposed generous concessions 
in as many as 17, often agreeing 
to receive less than half the land 
it initially claimed. a classical 
example is the Sino-Tajik 

Highlights
•	 The fact is that the Chinese have violated 

the line of actual Control, grabbed our 
territory and butchered our soldiers.

•	 Till the time india does not drill as deep 
down as possible to get the best possible 
read on Chinese intentions, india’s 
responses would continue to be tactical 
and not strategic. 

•	 Why did the Chinese transgress across the 
line of actual Control (laC) and that 
too at a point in time when the world is 
grappling with Covid-19 — incidentally 
another Chinese gift to humankind?

•	 To the exclusion of its territorial disputes 
with india and Bhutan, China has settled 
all its other land boundary disputes.

•	 China has resolved none of its maritime 
border disputes, with the exception of the 
gulf of Tonkin dispute with Vietnam, 
that was partially resolved after protracted 
negotiations spanning three rounds, i.e. in 
1974, 1978-1979, and 1992-2000, spread 
well over 60 years.
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border dispute that was settled by an agreement 
between the two countries in January 2011.

The agreement that resolved a 130-year-old 
territorial dispute required Tajikistan to cede 
around 1,000 square kilometres of land in the 
Pamir Mountains to China. it mandates that 
China will receive only 3.5 per cent of the 
28,000 square kilometres of land it had asked for 
by declaring them as historical Chinese lands.

under its boundary settlements with kazakhstan 
and kyrgyzstan, China settled for just 22 and 32 
per cent, respectively, of the land it had initially 
claimed.

This goes to demonstrate that the Chinese really 
do not care about territory.

in sharp divergence, China has resolved none of its maritime 
border disputes, with the exception of the gulf of Tonkin 
dispute with Vietnam, that was partially resolved after 
protracted negotiations spanning three rounds, i.e. in 1974, 
1978-1979, and 1992-2000, spread well over 60 years.

This situation then begs the obvious question: Why have 
the Sino–indian border talks not made progress despite 22 
rounds of them between the Special representatives of both 
sides? The last such meeting was held on december 21, 2019, 
in new delhi between national security advisor ajit doval 
and state councillor/foreign minister Wang yi.

it is instructive, therefore, to refer to one paragraph of the 
statement put out by the indian ministry of external affairs 
after the conclusion of the talks.

Both sides agreed that it is important to maintain peace and 
tranquility in the border areas for the overall development 
of the bilateral relationship, pending final settlement of the 
boundary question.

in this context, they recognised the importance of existing 
confidence building measures (CBMs) to promote exchanges 
and communication between the border personnel and to 
ensure predictability in border management as well as strategic 
communication. They also agreed to work together for more 
CBMs in this regard.

interestingly, the Chinese foreign ministry had this to say on 
the 20th of december, 2020, before the meeting.

“Q: you announced the 22nd round of the China-india 
Special representatives Talks on China-india Boundary 
Question. Can you elaborate the arrangements and specify 
what constitutes the boundary question to be discussed?

“a: The Meeting of the Special representatives of China 

and india on the Boundary Question is the main channel 
for boundary negotiations and an important platform for 
strategic communication between the two countries.

Following established practice, the venue to host this 
annual event alternates between the two countries. Special 
representatives from the two sides will follow leaders’ 
consensus and have in-depth discussions over such issues as 
boundary delimitation, boundary and border administration 
and control, and practical cooperation to seek solutions to 
the boundary question. They will also exchange views over 
bilateral, regional and international issues of mutual interest. 
More information will be released to you in due course.”

no further information was released by the Chinese foreign 
ministry to confirm or contradict the indian version or give 
its own read after the talks had culminated. it is thus obvious 
that the Chinese have been stringing us along waiting for 
either strategic asymmetry or a weak leadership in india to 
settle the border question on its own terms.

interestingly, Wang li, in addition to being foreign minister, 
is also a state councillor, a notch higher in the Chinese 
pecking order. He obviously would have been privy to the 
sweeping theatre-level incursions that the People’s liberation 
army (Pla) was planning.

if he was not, it still would have not been surprising, for a 
deep fracture between the Pla and the civilian leadership in 
China, is a reality that many Sinologists have written about 
over the decades.

like war is too serious a matter to entrust to military men, 
similarly the study of China is too profound a matter to be 
just left just to Mea/MOd or government-funded think-
tanks any further. an architecture of deep scholarship on 
China outside the confines of government is the need of the 
hour. ❰❰

The author is a MP and former Union Minister.
Courtesy: The Asian Age
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Is it the Failure of Indian Diplomacy?

Dr Abhishek M Singhvi

Today through you, we are trying to bring 
into limelight an exhaustive issue, rather a 
multitude of issues which further becomes 

wider in scope. Because the greater exhaustiveness 
in it, the larger issue is that you teach us throughout 
the day, preach us, give big ‘jumlas’ that this is india’s 
reach, this is pride, this is dignity, this is honor, this 
is nationalism, the chest is 65 inches wide and not 
56 inches. But what is the truth? On one hand, 
the world out there pokes us on the issues of our 
general life, students’ life, while on the other 
hand america is strutting in a way as if india 
doesn’t even exist. On one hand where we suffer, feel pain, get 
anguished for a common man, kuwait takes a decision on its 
own regarding our laborers, which includes no consultation 
and no mutual discussion. We do not know where our reach 
lies. Out of four, three indians are involved in the american 
H-1B Visa, even they take one-sided decisions. Where is indian 
diplomatic reach? Where is our economic strength? Where is 
our image of being a superpower?

Pitiable Condition of Indian Students in USA
The department of immigration and Custom enforcement 
(iCe) told the states department that students, whose classes 
are going completely online, will not be issued visas for the next 
semester; nor will such students be allowed entry.
The ruling applies to specific types of visa issued for academic 
study. 
according to the iCe, F-1 students participate in academic 
course work, while M-1 students are students of ‘vocational 
coursework’. 
The uS had more than one million international students 
doing various graduate and undergraduate programmes in 
2018-19, according to the institute of international education 
(iie). That’s about 5.5% of the total student community in the 
country.
Out of these, nearly three-quarters are from asia - 48% Chinese 
and 26% indians.
The iie says that, according to the uS department of 
Commerce, international students contributed $45bn (£36bn) 
to the country’s economy.
The uS embassy said, in an official alert issued on its website, 
that the uS mission has been canceling all types of appointments 
involving immigrant and non-immigrant visas since March 16 
in light of the global Covid-19 epidemic.
according to the institute of international education (iie), 
there are more than 1 million international students in the 
uS for the 2018-2019 academic year. Which includes various 
countries like China, india, South korea, Saudi arabia and 
Canada.

Failure of Indian Foreign Policy on H1B Visa
uS government figures show that last year, more 
than 373,000 of these visas were granted.
The uS issues 85,000 H1-B visas every year out of 
which indians reportedly get about 60,000 visas i.e. 
70% of total H-1B visas issued, annually.
The move will impact nearly 85,000 workers who 

were issued H-1B visas this year out of 2,25,000 
applicants.
What is the government strategy on this issue?

Is It the failure of Indian Diplomacy?
Why hasn’t the govt. settled the issue with their so-called friend 
donald Trump?
What will happen to all that money coming in from uSa?
kuwait approves draft of Migrant Quota Bill, 8 lakh indians 
may have to leave kuwait-
3.1 according to the bill, indians should not exceed 15% of 
the population.
3.2 Ministry of external affairs of india estimates that as of 
december 2018, the six countries of the gCC are home to 
more than 8.5 million indians.
3.3 The indian community is the largest expatriate community 
in kuwait, with a total population of about 1.45 million (14.5 
lakhs). kuwait has a population of 4.3 million.
3.4 kuwait has a population of 4.3 million. Significantly, after 
the coming out of the Corona epidemic, a period of rhetoric 
between MPs and government officials has been gaining 
momentum in kuwait to reduce the number of foreigners. 
120 million jobs lost in april due to lockdown- More than 
12 crore people lost their jobs across the country due to the 
lockdown imposed
4.1 according to data from the Center for Monitoring indian 
economy, CMie, more than 2 Crore jobs have been received in 
May and 7 crores in June. accordingly, of the 12.2 Crore jobs 
lost due to the lockdown in april, 9.1 crore jobs have come 
back.
4.2 in the lockdown, when jobs were going out from all sectors, 
jobs were increasing in farming, in May-June it brought more 
than 1.14 crore jobs.
4.3 The condition of salaried class people who lost jobs in 
lockdown was very bad, 3.5 Crore jobs were lost in two months, 
but only 39 lakh jobs were received in June.
a study by indira gandhi institute of development research 
says that at the time of lockdown-1 and lockdown-2, 19.5 
crore workers were threatened. ❰❰

 Author is an MP & Spokesperson
Based on Press Briefing on July 8, 2020
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Statement

The indian national Congress and its 
leadership will not be intimidated by the 
cowardly acts and blind witch-hunt by the 

panicked Modi government. 

The wild and insidious hatred of the BJP of 
Congress leadership unfolds every day in an 
embarrassing and uglier fashion. Facing a barrage 
of questions on (i) blatant compromise of india’s 
security interests and territorial integrity, (ii) a 
shocking mishandling of the Covid-19 crisis 
which continues to devour lives and livelihood 
on a daily basis and (iii) unable to arrest the economic 
recession wreaking havoc on the life of every indian citizen; 
the desperate Modi-Shah government has fallen back on a 
devious hounding of those exposing its ineptitude by ordering 
a wholly vicious and vengeful investigation of the rajiv 
gandhi Charitable Trust and the indira gandhi Memorial 
Trust.  

The humanitarian work and distinguished service provided 
by these charitable organizations has always stood out and 
will withstand any vengeful and roving enquiry. every day, a 
new conspiracy is crafted by the delusional BJP leadership so 
as to spread disinformation, distraction and diversion to bury 
the apparent incompetence and complete failure of the Modi 
government. 

BJP leadership is also scared of the questions being asked on its 
deep-rooted Chinese connections, unexplained donations to 
the PM’s fund by Chinese entities and continued promotion 
of Chinese-owned businesses. 

Will the Modi Government answer the following six 
questions:
1. Will the Modi government hold an enquiry into the 

donations worth hundreds of crores received from Chinese 
entities into the PM-Cares fund?

2. Will the Modi government hold an enquiry into the 
donations and the amounts received by rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh (‘rSS’) from all sources 
including foreign sources, individuals, entities, 
organizations and governments?

3. Will the Modi government hold a similar 
enquiry, as the rajiv gandhi Charitable Trust 
and the indira gandhi Memorial Trust, into 
the donations and the amounts received by the 

‘Vivekananda Foundation’ and the ‘india 
Foundation’ (and other such foundations) from 
all sources including foreign sources, individuals, 
entities, organizations and governments? 

4. Will the Modi government order an enquiry into the 
source of funding, amounts received, name of donors 
(including of Chinese origin) for “Overseas Friends 
of BJP” (‘OF-BJP’)? Will the investigation include an 
enquiry into the connection of Shri rajkumar naraindas 
Sabnani alias raju Sabnani to ‘OF-BJP’?

5. Will the Modi government order an enquiry into nearly 
rupees 7,000 crores received in donations through 
electoral bonds, its recipient political parties, including 
the BJP as also the existence of any quid-pro-quo thereof?

6. Will the Modi government order an enquiry into the 
nearly 500% increase in income and donations to the BJP 
from rs. 570.86 Crores (in 2015-2016) to rs.2410 crores 
(in 2018-2019)?

let BJP and Modi government not bury their abject failures 
in defending our borders, fighting Covid-19, tackling a 
devastating economic recession, or avoiding answers to the 
aforementioned questions. 

Our determination to hold the government accountable 
to the people of india and to speak for the deprived, 
the underprivileged and the downtrodden will only get 
strengthened by these desperate actions of the government 
too petrified to answer its own people. ❰❰

The author is In-charge of AICC Communication Department.

Statement issued by Shri randeep S. Surjewala, in-Charge aiCC 
Communications on July 8th, 2020

Randeep S. Surjewala

The desperate Modi-Shah Government has 
fallen back on a devious hounding of those 

exposing its ineptitude
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Opinion

Federalism is a strange creature, full of paradoxes. 
nowhere mentioned in the indian Constitution (not 
even in the Preamble), federalism is nevertheless a part 

of its basic structure and unamendable even by a constitutional 
amendment! While secularism and socialism were included in 
the Preamble in 1977, federalism was not.

Our founding fathers, beset by apprehensions about the 
fissiparous tendencies of the nascent republic amidst the 
divisive, surcharged and fractious ambience of Partition and 
violence, consciously designed the indian Constitution as 
largely a unitary one (charitably 
called quasi-federal). yet, in 
operational reality over seven 
decades, it has become more 
and more federal. Finally, 
turning full circle, Covid has 
perhaps again made our system 
significantly more unitary.

Covid has injected operational 
unitariness in this system and 
deserves strict scrutiny by the 
apex court. read literally, the 
disaster Management act, 
especially Sections 35, 62, 65, 
gives a carte blanche to central 
authorities to do anything and 
direct anyone down to any sub 
state unit. Courts must decide 
whether the dubious fusion 
of powers from list 1 entry 81 
and list 3 entries 3, 6 and 29 
gives the Centre power to give 
far reaching directions, for 
example, the one relating to 
mandatory payment of wages 
under section 10(2) (i) or the 
supposed mandatory use of the 
aarogya Setu app (even after 
the 9 judge privacy ruling). 
legally, i would respond in the 
negative to both queries.

unlike the uS, where several 
sovereign, independent 
countries ceded sovereignty to 

create a new nation with limited central government powers (the 
classic example of bottom up federalism), the indian republic 
was the opposite case of limited top down federalism. Our 
framers put the maximum powers in the exclusive central list 1; 
allowed full state takeover by the Centre under article 356 and 
the sending of central forces to states under article 355 (both 
antitheses of federalism); made the Centre the residuary legatee 
of all unspecified legislative powers by putting a residuary 
entry only in list 1; created a long concurrent list 3 (present 
in very few Constitutions), where central legislation trumps 

state legislation; empowered 
the Centre to legislate even on 
exclusive state subjects by special 
invasive articles like 249, 250 
and 253 (for national interest, 
during emergencies and to 
implement treaties).

Scholars have traced the 
fascinating journey of 
“unintended, inadvertent or 
accidental” federalism achieved 
by india despite the contrary 
original intent of our founders. 
Federalism is desirable as an 
inalienable component of 
shared/ participatory democracy, 
acting as a valuable safety 
valve to channelize the 3ds 
of discomfort, dissatisfaction 
and dissent to decentralized 
institutions of governance, 
thereby quarantining conflicts 
at sub units and preventing 
explosions at the Centre.

These six facets of unintended 
and accidental federalism 
include linguistic federalism, 
the creation of states on 
linguistic lines and the stability 
of the three language formula. 
Prompt, efficacious and punitive 
judicial review of President’s rule 
and floor tests – with cases like 
uttarakhand, karnataka 1 & 

Federalism in times of Covid: Pandemic has 
injected operational unitariness, deserving 

strict scrutiny by Supreme Court
Dr Abhishek M Singhvi

Highlights
•	 Finally, turning full circle, Covid 

has perhaps again made our system 
significantly more unitary. 

•	 a major threat to federalism is partisan 
political appointments of governors, as 
central government agents acting more 
royally than the king. 

•	 antagonistic, confrontational and 
vindictive political approaches rooted in 
such reasons will be the beginning of the 
end of the gains of federalism. 

•	 Though states and CMs were drawn 
into the consultative matrix later on, the 
initial lockdown decision was completely 
unilateral. Most of the migrants’ 
intractable problems arise from such state 
exclusion.

•	 Federalism is desirable as an inalienable 
component of shared/ participatory 
democracy, acting as a valuable safety 
valve to channelize the 3ds of discomfort, 
dissatisfaction and dissent

continued on page 32
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reservations have 
been one of the most 
effective techniques 

of positive discrimination in 
india, where this policy was 
never been conceived as a 
mass employment scheme but 
as the best way to redress the 
whole history of oppression. 
gradually, it has created a 
group of dalits that validated 
some criteria of the middle 
class in terms of education and 
occupation. While quotas were 
not fulfilled among the “upper 
classes” of the public sector 
till the 1980s, in the Central 
administrative Services, SCs 
(about 16 per cent of india’s 
population) reached 14 per 
cent of the Class C in 1984, 
14.3 per cent of the Class B in 
2003 and 13.3 per cent of the 
Class a in 2015. in the Central 
Public Sector enterprises 
(CPSes), their proportion rose 
from 14.6 per cent in 2004 
to 18.1 per cent in 2014. in 
parallel, the SCs’ literacy rate 
jumped from 21.38 per cent in 
1981 to 66.1 per cent in 2011.

Similar progress was achieved 
by the OBCs, a category 

that started to benefit from 
reservations many years later, 
after the Mandal Commission 
report was implemented by V 
P Singh. in 2013, OBCs – 52 
per cent of india’s population 
according to the Mandal 
report – represented 8.37 
per cent of the Class a in the 
Central government Services, 
10.01 per cent of Class B and 
17.98 per cent of Class C. 
Their percentage in the CPSes 
jumped from 16.6 per cent in 
2004 to 28.5 per cent in 2014.

Today, these achievements 
may be affected by the new 
programme of privatisation that 
has been announced by Finance 
Minister nirmala Sitharaman 
in the framework of structural 
reforms accompanying the 
anti-Covid-19 relief package. 
according to the new Public 
Sector enterprises Policy 
(PSeP), a list of strategic 
sectors will be notified where 
there will be no more than 
four public sector enterprises 
— the rest would be merged or 
privatised. But reservations are 
already undermined by other 
developments and policies.

Opinion

Reservation is being undermined by 
privatisation push and decline in political 

clout of backward castes

Christophe Jaffrelot Kalaiyarasan A

Highlights
•	 reservations have been one of the 

most effective techniques of positive 
discrimination in india.

•	 according to the new Public Sector 
enterprises Policy (PSeP), a list of 
strategic sectors will be notified where 
there will be no more than four public 
sector enterprises — the rest would be 
merged or privatised. 

•	 The number of civil service candidates 
shortlisted by the union Public Service 
Commission (uPSC) has dropped by 
almost 40 per cent between 2014 and 
2018, from 1,236 to 759.

•	 The judiciary has contributed to the 
erosion of the reservation system in 
different ways during the last two years.

•	 as per the Ministry of Social Justice 
and empowerment, in the teaching 
posts advertised by 11 central 
universities, only 2.5 per cent posts 
were reserved for SCs, none for STs 
and 8 per cent for OBCs.
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While the percentages mentioned above are on the increase, 
the trend is different if one looks at the number of jobs 
they represent, as the public sector is shrinking. First, the 
number of vacancies has surged, from 5.5 lakh in 2006 to 
7.5 lakh in 2014 (no data are available since then) so far as 
central government employment is concerned. The trend 
has continued afterwards. For instance, the number of civil 
service candidates shortlisted by the union Public Service 
Commission (uPSC) has dropped by almost 40 per cent 
between 2014 and 2018, from 1,236 to 759. Second, the total 
number of employees has dropped so dramatically between 
2003 and 2012, from 32.69 lakh to 26.30 lakh in the Central 
government Services, that the number of dalits benefiting 
from reservations has been reduced by 16 per cent from 5.40 
lakh to 4.55 lakh. in the CPSes, in spite of rising percentages, 
the number of jobs has decreased from 18.1 lakh in 2011 
to 14.86 lakh in 2014. in contrast, the number of OBCs 
continued to rise, from 1.38 lakh to 4.55 lakh between 2003 
and 2012 in the Central government Services. But in the 
CPSes, the inverted u curve had started: While the number 
of OBCs benefiting from reservations had jumped from 14.89 
lakh in 2008 to 23.55 lakh in 2012, it has dropped to 23.38 
lakh the year after.

reservations have also been undermined by lateral entry in 
to the bureaucracy. By the end of his first term, narendra 
Modi implemented one of the promises of the 2014 BJP 
election manifesto — the creation of lateral entry in the 
indian administration. This reform was intended to “to draw 
expertise from the industry, academia and society into the 
services”. in February 2019, 89 applicants were short listed 
(out of 6,000 candidates from the private sector) for filling 10 
posts of Joint Secretary. This new procedure undermined the 
reservations system because the quotas did not apply.

The judiciary has contributed to the erosion of the reservation 
system in different ways during the last two years. in a 
judgment of the allahabad High Court, which was later 
upheld by Supreme Court, the university grants Commission 
(ugC) was allowed to issue a notification on March 5, 2018, 
which sought to shift the unit of provision of reservations 
from a university as a whole to the departmental level. Such a 
shift has reduced the quantum of reserved seats and restricted 
the entry of lower castes because small departments, where 
vacancies are few, would be indivisible — thereby no seats 
would be reserved. as a result, as per the Ministry of Social 
Justice and empowerment, in the teaching posts advertised by 
11 central universities, only 2.5 per cent posts were reserved 
for SCs, none for STs and 8 per cent for OBCs. However, the 
impact of the ordinance and the subsequent Bill passed by the 
Parliament in March and July 2019, reversing the Supreme 
Court’s judgment, is yet to be seen.

recently, the Supreme Court made another important decision 

on February 7. it ruled that reservation in job promotions was 
not a fundamental right. This ruling undermined the effect of 
an amendment to the Constitution that had been introduced 
by the narasimha rao government in 1995 and that had 
resulted in article 16(4a), a provision that circumvented a 
facet of the 1992 decision of the Supreme Court to allow 
reservation for SCs and STs in promotions. interestingly, this 
amendment had been further refined under the a B Vajpayee 
government in 2001 through the 85th amendment, which 
extended the benefit of reservations in favour of the SCs/STs 
in matters of promotion with consequential seniority. This 
time, in 2020, the government of india has decided not 
to contest the decision of the Supreme Court affecting this 
amendment.

it remains to be seen whether the government will react to the 
even more recent questioning of reservations. last month, the 
national Commission for Backward Classes has issued a notice 
to the health ministry complaining that the post-Mandal 27 
per cent quota was not implemented systematically. indeed, 
since 2017, under the national eligibility cum entrance Test, 
OBCs were not provided the 27 per cent quota in the all-
india seats which are pooled from state colleges. This loss 
represented about 10,000 seats in three years, which have 
been transferred to the general category.

SCs and OBCs are not only penalised by the decline of the 
reservation system. They are also affected by other policies. 
For instance, the funds earmarked for dalit education in the 
indian budget were reduced during Modi i. While this budget 
item, within the Special Component Plan (a subcategory of 
the annual budget), is supposed to be proportional to the 
demographic weight of the dalits, 16.6 per cent, it fluctuated 
between 9 and 6.5 per cent during Modi’s first term. as a 
result, scholarship funds were cut drastically. according to S 
k Thorat, nearly five million dalit students have been affected 
by this reduction and delays in payment.

The trajectory of positive discrimination in india suggests 
that the implementation of this policy is a function of the 
political clout of dalits and OBCs. They gained when parties 
— including the BSP, SP and rJd — were in a position to 
put pressure on the governments, especially when they were 
part of ruling coalitions. unsurprisingly, the electoral decline 
of these parties has resulted not only in the comeback of upper 
castes in the assemblies but in the questioning of policies in 
favour of the plebeians.

Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at Ceri-Sciences Po/CnrS, 
Paris, professor of indian Politics and Sociology at king’s india 
institute, london. kalaiyarasan is a Fulbright Fellow at the 
Watson institute for international and Public affairs at Brown 
university, the uS. ❰❰

Courtesy: The Indian Express
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a fracture runs through india’s soul. Most of 
us who can fix this choose to live in denial 
or have made peace to uphold the status 

quo.

it was in the winters 
of 1993 when a 
crack in this carefully 
constructed matrix of 
denial revealed itself 
to me for the first 
time. a three-day 
game between indian 
Board President’s 
xi and the visiting 
england cricket 
team was scheduled 
at lucknow’s k d 
Singh Babu stadium 
between January 8 
and 10. What i witnessed here forever changed how i looked 
at caste and its implications in india. it opened a door to 
understanding the much-debated policy of constitutionally-
mandated reservations in education and jobs for the scheduled 
castes and tribes in india — a policy of affirmative action that 
not only angers most of us savarna Hindus in india but is also 
used as an excuse for furthering caste-violence and oppression.

For a 13-year-old cricket-buff like me, attending an 
international cricket match in my city was a dream come 
true. The game was inconsequential but one person everyone 
was waiting to see in action was the indian prodigy Vinod 
kambli, 21 years old at that time. His magical partnerships 
with Sachin Tendulkar in their junior cricket years were stuff 
of legend and the lucknow fixture was his practice game 
right before a much awaited international test debut against 
england. (He went on to score a match-winning double-

Vinod Kambli was reduced to his assumed 
(‘lowest’) caste identity

century in the third test of the series at Mumbai.)

india batted first & kambli was in great flow, hitting 
cover drives with an elegance only left-handed 

players possess. Soon 
we noticed that Chris 
lewis, the renowned 
fast bowler of 
guyanese-origin from 
england, was getting 
abused by a section 
of the viewers in the 
stands. The abuses 
were racial slurs like 
kaalu. Mocking dark-
skinned people is an 
evil that has morphed 
into a kind of cultural 
trait in india — but i 
still found it strange 

that an international player of a game we all worshipped 
could also be at the receiving end of it.

But the real shock was yet to come. Vinod kambli took a 
rising ball on his right arm and had to be retired hurt because 
of a suspected fracture. as he walked back to the pavilion, in 
pain and frustration after scoring a fluent 61, a section of the 
crowd erupted in a volley of abuses directed at him. They called 
him lazy and useless followed by caste-names (chamber) used 
as slurs. The most-promising player of the most-elite club of 
our own country was reduced to his assumed (‘lowest’) caste 
identity by a crowd of ordinary men who derived this power 
from the accident of their birth.

it didn’t matter that kambli was an accomplished cricketer.

as a middle class, urban savarna Hindu i have witnessed far 
too many times how my fellow savarnas insist they don’t see 

Opinion

Varun Grover
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or inquire about anybody’s caste (except when looking for an 
arranged match in newspaper matrimonials), and or dismiss 
caste discrimination as a thing of the past or villages. But a 
simple google search of ‘dalit groom horse’ or ‘dalit honour 
killing’ or ‘dalit drinking-well poisoned’ throws results that 
instantly crunch the last 800 years of civilizational growth 
into an atomic capsule of our collective shame.

Very few, even if grudgingly, would openly admit that they 
oppose ending this discrimination. But the vocal disagreement 
is on the usage of caste-based reservations in achieving this 
goal.

My fellow savarnas have a lot of misconceptions about 
reservations and i would like to bring some facts to the fore. 
There are two main arguments against reservations — one, 
they bypass merit and two, they should be given on the basis 
of economic status alone because otherwise “rich dalits are 
taking undue advantage of the policy”.

The broad logical observation here is that one can’t offer both 
these arguments together. if we are okay with poverty-based 
reservations then merit is not a genuine concern. That means 
we hate its bypassing only when a ‘lower-caste’ person gets 
ahead and not when a poor from our own caste does. That’s 
casteism 101.

now to address these two concerns separately. any fair 
evaluation of ‘merit’ requires a level playing field. a dalit kid 
from an underprivileged family with no access to clean water 
or regular electricity or healthcare, constantly living in fear 
of their identity being disclosed at school, or being bullied or 
discriminated against by their classmates and teachers could 
not be expected to excel in an academic system conflating 
merit with cramming skills.

Merit is a flawed argument also because it shapes perceptions 
not by any rigorous studies but by confirmation bias. a 
savarna person failing an entrance exam (lakhs of them fail 
iiT-Jee every year) is not seen as a defining trait of their 
castes but a similar failure by a dalit person reinforces the 
negative perception about their lack of merit.

another simple experiment to see how confirmation bias works 
is if you do a google search of cases of medical negligence in 
india. run a caste-study on these negligent doctors. Many, if 
not most, names that turn up are of private hospitals owned 
and populated by savarna doctors. does that mean most of 
the meritorious savarna doctors are incompetent? absolutely 
not. But you have been constantly fed the idea that all dalit 
doctors lack merit by anecdotally citing cases of incompetence 

by them.

a popular myth substantiating in savarna circles is that 
dalits can graduate even after scoring a zero. absolutely false. 
reservation means a lowered cut-off only in entrance exams 
and once inside the college, all students have the same grading 
system and pass-percentage, irrespective of their castes. Of 
course dalit students still have to face the extra-burden of 
harassment, as reported regularly in various suicide cases at 
india’s premier medical and engineering colleges.

The second argument against reservations — that rich dalits 
shouldn’t get it or it should be based only on financial status 
— is also flawed. india has a host of poverty-alleviation 
schemes and probably needs many more but thinking of 
reservations as one is reductive. reservations aim to bring 
something much more valuable than financial status — they 
bring dignity and representation.

Vinod kambli in 1993 and the scores of dalits are not 
discriminated against because of their financial status but 
because we live in a society that allows a caste-based power-
dynamic to exist. all fields — from media, cinema to 
governance to judiciary to even our leftist parties — are studded 
with savarna Hindus holding powerful positions. To dissolve 
this skewed power-dynamics by bringing representation to 
dalits — even if that means a third-generation rich dalit 
using reservations — is the unstated but definitive aim of 
quota policy.

and one last-ditch argument many people put forward is that 
seven decades of reservations have not done anything to uplift 
dalits out of plight hence the policy should be abolished. 
ironically, they fail to see hundreds of years of privilege, access 
to education, travels, and so-called evolved thought have not 
stopped savarnas from discriminating. One in every four 
indians still practice untouchability according to a study by 
nCaer and university of Maryland, uSa.

equal and fair representation of dalits is the only way out of 
this fractured existence.

every Pa. ranjith, ram nath kovind, ginni Mahi, Miss 
Pooja, neeraj ghaywan, namdeo dhasal, and Sujatha 
gidla bring many more young dalits into the mainstream. 
every additional dalit faculty member in a college reduces 
the possibility of caste-based bullying directed at a young 
student. reservations enable this journey to earning dignity. 
The journey which may just be a small walk from the pitch to 
the pavilion but has taken centuries. ❰❰

The writer is a stand-up comic, screenwriter and lyricist.

Courtesy: The Indian Express 
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Tribute

July 15 marked the 117th birth anniversary of 
k. kamaraj who played a crucial role in the 

country’s post-independence history, especially after 
the death of india’s first and longest serving Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal nehru.

Born in 1903 in a poor and humble family of 
nadars, one of the most backward communities of 
Tamil nadu (then Madras presidency), kamaraj 
had his schooling only for six years. He was 
barely 15 when he heard of the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre in 1919, and made up his mind to 
join the freedom movement. He didn’t have to wait for long 
as gandhiji visited Madurai in early 1921, and the young 
kamaraj was inspired by him to be an active participant in 
the non-cooperation movement. in april 1930, kamaraj took 
part in the Salt Satyagraha (civil disobedience) movement in 
Vedaranyam and was sentenced to two years imprisonment. He 
spent nearly eight years in British jails, including the longest 
spell of 32 months during the Quit india movement.

kamaraj was elected to the Madras legislative assembly in 
1937 and again in 1946. He was also elected to the Constituent 
assembly and later to the first Parliament of independent india 
in 1952. kamaraj was elected as chief minister of Madras in 
1954 succeeding C. rajagopalachari who was earlier the 
governor of West Bengal and the first indian governor-general 
after Mountbatten. His nine years as chief minister saw Madras 
undergoing tremendous industrial and agricultural progress. 
it became amongst the best-administered states, which made 
kamaraj a popular figure in the country. in 1963, when the 
Congress lost three important byelections, kamaraj, along with 
some other chief ministers — Sanjiva reddy, S. nijalingappa 
and Biju Patnaik — suggested to Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
nehru that senior leaders in both the Centre and states must 
give up ministerial posts and take up organisational work. The 
suggestion was accepted by the Prime Minister and six union 
ministers, including Morarji desai, lal Bahadur Shastri and six 
chief ministers, amongst them Partap Singh kairon (Punjab) 
and Biju Patnaik (Odisha), resigned from their high positions.

But it was after the death of nehru in May 1964 that kamaraj 
played the role of kingmaker, not once but on three occasions 
within a span of as many years. after the death of govind 
Ballabh Pant in 1961, Morarji desai who was then finance 
minister regarded himself as the natural successor of nehru. 
He had many loyal adherents in the Congress Parliamentary 
Party because of his seniority, reputation for integrity and 

administrative ability. But according to many 
Congress leaders, he was rigid and inflexible in 
outlook and had the reputation of being self-
righteous, intolerant and right-winger. Shastri was 
mild, tactful and malleable, highly respected and 
known to be personally incorruptible.

Journalist durga das in his famous book india: 
From Curzon to nehru & after corroborates 
this further: “But Shastri had one big advantage 
over desai. Congress president kamaraj and some 
of the senior members of the high command 

favoured Shastri because they had cordial relations with him 
and, what is more, considered him easy to get on with. They 
considered desai the stubborn type who would prove difficult 
as a colleague… indira gandhi, who was in mourning, was not 
in the running, and nanda (the acting Prime Minister) had 
hardly any support.”

kamaraj played his cards dexterously and evolved a novel 
concept of consensus. Though desai was against this formula 
he was heavily outnumbered in the Congress Working 
Committee (CWC), which gave kamaraj the authority to go 
ahead with his plan. kamaraj consulted the members of the 
Congress Parliamentary Party and chief ministers, and declared 

K. Kamaraj: A symbol of 
selflessness and simplicity

Capt. Praveen Davar
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Tribute

lal Bahadur as the winner. Many supporters of Morarji desai 
urged him to challenge the consensus and press the CPP to 
vote. However, desai — a disciplined gandhian — bowed 
to the verdict but refused to join the Shastri Cabinet. a few 
months later indira gandhi was persuaded by Shastri to join his 
Cabinet with a portfolio of her choice. She agreed and became 
the minister for information and broadcasting. in 1963, 
kamaraj and Biju Patnaik had suggested that indira gandhi 
should be made minister for external affairs. But nehru had 
turned down the proposal.

after the sudden death of Shastri in Tashkent on January 
11, 1966, the struggle for succession, averted by kamaraj’s 
“consensus formula” in 1966, could not be warded off. This 
time Morarji desai decided to fight it out against indira gandhi 
who had by now become the popular choice of the party. With 
kamaraj on her side (her other notable supporters were Jagjivan 
ram, y.B. Chavan and ram Subhag Singh) and having the 
support of most of the chief ministers, indira gandhi took up 
the challenge. in the trial of strength that followed in the CPP, 
indira gandhi defeated Morarji desai by an impressive margin 
of 186 votes (355 to 169).

For the fourth successive time, since 1952, the Congress was 
returned to power in the 1967 general elections, but with its 
majority considerably reduced from 369 in 1962 to 285 in 
1967. Morarji desai once again emerged as a serious candidate 
for prime ministership. kamaraj, who himself lost in his home 
state, was not in the same position as he was on earlier two 
occasions. His relations with indira gandhi had also suffered 
a setback and he was now closer to Morarji desai. kamaraj 
managed to avert a contest with great difficulty. Morarji desai 
was prevailed upon by the Syndicate (S.k. Patil, n. Sanjiva 
reddy, atulya ghosh, nijalingappa) to accept deputy prime 
ministership under indira gandhi who was once again elected 
the CPP leader by consensus.

kamaraj presided over three sessions of indian national 
Congress — Bhubaneswar (1964), durgapur (1965) and 
Jaipur (1966). in the 1967 general election, with the steep 
rise of the dMk in Madras (Tamil nadu), kamaraj lost his 
seat of Virudhunagar to a student leader. This undermined 
his prestige and stature considerably. But soon he won from 
nagercoil parliamentary constituency, in a byelection, which 
revived his image to some extent. However, with the Congress 
split in 1969 he had decided to throw his lot with Morarji 
desai and Congress(O) as his relations with indira gandhi 
had become strained, kamaraj virtually retired from public 
life and died in 1975 at the age of 72. He was posthumously 
awarded the Bharat ratna by the indira gandhi government as 
a recognition of his high integrity, public morality and selfless 
services to the nation. ❰❰

The writer is former Secretary AICC. 
Courtesy: The Asian Age

2, Maharashtra, Jharkhand, goa, arunachal et al mandating 
floor tests in 48 to 72 hours – have deprived over adventurous 
invaders of constitutional propriety from enjoying the fruits 
of their acrobatics. Since 2000, there have been hardly 10 
such escapades (as against 100 till 2000) and most have been 
judicially invalidated, establishing judicial federalism.

The 72nd and 73rd constitutional amendments entrenched 
3 tier panchayati raj governance and have the largest number 
of locally empowered deciding administrative and monetary 
issues, a triumph of panchayat federalism. economic 
federalism was ushered in with delicensing liberalization from 
1991 onwards, which made state CMs at least three times as 
powerful as a central Cabinet minister. Fiscal federalism has 
resulted in effective devolution – whether shareable revenues 
or grants – of about 43% of all central government receipts to 
states, as against barely 31% a decade ago. Finally, coalition 
governance and regional political parties are a victory of 
political federalism.

a major threat to federalism is partisan political appointments 
of governors, as central government agents acting more royally 
than the king. This dyarchy of divided sovereignties between 
appointed governors and elected CMs was most severely 
castigated, using trenchant words, both by ambedkar in the 
Constituent assembly as also by the Sarkaria Commission.

it has fallen on deaf political ears, irrespective of political 
colour and the only solution appears to be to appoint renowned 
international academics, scientists or nobel laureates as 
governors. Homilies regarding non-political appointees are not 
going to work and umbilical cords cannot be severed magically. 
absent such drastic reform, the even bigger one of abolition of 
this post should be considered.

another threat is the increasingly different political colour of 
60% plus of the indian political map from the colour of the 
central ruling dispensation. antagonistic, confrontational and 
vindictive political approaches rooted in such reasons will be the 
beginning of the end of the gains of federalism. Statesmanship 
and perspicacity of an extraordinary degree are required, seen 
more in the breach (the gST Council being a rare exception).

it is vital in Covid times to recalibrate and reimagine genuine 
consultative mechanisms for better federal governance. Though 
states and CMs were drawn into the consultative matrix later 
on, the initial lockdown decision was completely unilateral. 
Most of the migrants’ intractable problems arise from such 
state exclusion. no interstate council has been operationalised 
as an institutional mechanism for collegiate federal decision 
making during Covid.

History will judge us harshly if we fritter away the triumphs of 
federalism in planet earth’s most diverse spot. ❰❰

Author is an MP & Spokesperson
Courtesy: The Times of India

continued from page 26
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Swami Vivekananda
(12th January, 1863 – 4th July, 1902)

Vivekananda was born narendranath 
datta in a Bengali family in Calcutta, 
on 12 January, 1863, during the Makar 
Sankranti festival. He was interested 
in spirituality from a young age and 
used to meditate. He was fascinated by 
wandering ascetics and monks and also 
by Hindu scriptures. He was known for 
his prodigious memory and the ability at 
speed reading.
in 1881 narendra first met ramakrishna, who became his spiritual 
focus. as a member of Brahmo Samaj, he opposed idol worship. 
He considered brahmacharya as the source of his physical and 
mental stamina and eloquence.  He advised his followers to be 
holy, unselfish and to have shraddhā (faith) as he believed that a 
country’s future depends on its people. He developed sympathy 
for the suffering and poverty of the people and resolved to uplift 
the nation. 
He started his journey to the West on 31 May, 1893, reaching 
Chicago on 30 July, 1893, where the ‘Parliament of religions’ 
took place in September 1893. There, he attracted widespread 
attention and the press called him the ‘Cyclonic monk from 
india’. after that, he toured many parts of the uS as a guest. an 
important element in his adaptation of Hindu religiosity was the 
introduction of his ‘Four yogas’ model.
From the West, Vivekananda revived his work in india. On 1 
May 1897 in Calcutta, Vivekananda founded the ramakrishna 
Mission for social service. 
On 4 July, 1902 (the day of his death), Vivekananda awoke early, 
went to the monastery at Belur Math and meditated for three 
hours. He died at 9:20 p.m. while meditating. according to 
Subhas Chandra Bose, Vivekananda was ‘The maker of modern 
india’.

Babu Jagjivan Ram
(5th April, 1908 – 6th July, 1986)

Jagjivan ram was born at Chandwa near 
arrah in Bihar on 5 april, 1908. He was 
an indian independence activist and a 
politician from Bihar. He participated 
in the anti-untouchability movement 
started by Mahatma gandhi. in the early 
1940s, he was imprisoned twice for his 
active participation in the Satyagraha and 
the Quit india Movements.

Nation pays tribute to our freedom fighters 
 and distinguished leaders

Tribute

He joined Congress, which, wanted him because he was valued 
as an able spokesperson for the depressed classes. in 1935, he 
contributed to the establishment of the all-india depressed 
Classes league, an organization dedicated to attaining equality 
for untouchables.
He held several ministerial posts in nehru’s Cabinet – 
Communications (1952–56), Transport and railways (1956–
62), and Transport and Communications (1962–63). in 1946, he 
became the youngest minister in Jawaharlal nehru’s provisional 
government.
He was a member of the Constituent assembly that drafted india’s 
constitution. in indira gandhi’s government, he worked as the 
union Minister for Food and agriculture (1967–70), where he is 
best remembered for having successfully led the green revolution 
during his tenure.
His last position in government was as deputy Prime Minister of 
india in the Janata Party government of 1977–1979. disillusioned 
with the Janata party he formed his own party, the Congress (J). 
He remained a member of Parliament till his death in 1986, 
after over forty years as a parliamentarian. His uninterrupted 
representation in the Parliament from 1936 to 1986 is a world 
record.
He died on 6 July, 1986. The place of his cremation has been 
turned into a memorial, Samata Sthal, and his birth anniversary is 
observed as Samata diwas, (equality day) in india. 

K. Kamaraj
(15th July, 1903 – 2nd October, 1975)

kamaraj was born on 15 July, 1903, 
in Virudhunagar, Tamil nadu, to 
kumaraswami nadar and Sivakami 
ammal. His name was originally 
kamatchi, later changed to kamarajar.
as a young boy, kamaraj worked in 
his uncle’s provision shop and during 
this time, he developed an interest in 
prevailing political conditions by reading 
newspapers daily. in 1920, when he was 
18, he became active in politics. 
He went to jail for two years in June 1930 for participating in 
the ‘Salt Satyagraha’. On 13 april, 1954, kamaraj became the 
Chief Minister of Madras Province. under kamaraj, the State 
made immense strides in education and trade. new schools were 
opened, better facilities were added to existing ones, free and 
compulsory education up to the eleventh standard was introduced. 
during the British regime the education rate was only 7%. But 
after his reforms it reached 37%. kamaraj and Bishnuram Medhi 
(governor) took efforts to establish iiT Madras in 1959.



34 ❚❙❘   Congress Sandesh, July 2020 www.inc.in 

Tribute

Major irrigation schemes were planned in kamaraj’s period. 
industries with huge investments in crores of rupees were started 
in his period.
He was widely acclaimed as the ‘kingmaker’ during the 1960s. He 
did not marry, did not own any property and was never tempted 
by power. When he died, he left behind 130 rupees, 2 pairs of 
sandals, 4 shirts, 4 dhotis and a few books. He died in his sleep 
due to a heart attack, on gandhi Jayanti day (2 October 1975), 
aged 72. He is widely acknowledged as ‘kalvi Thanthai’ (Father 
of education) in Tamil nadu.

Aruna Asaf Ali
(16th July, 1909 – 29th July, 1996)

aruna asaf ali born on 16 July, 1909, in 
kalka (Punjab) was an indian educator, 
political activist and publisher. She is 
widely remembered for hoisting the 
indian national flag at the gowalia Tank 
maidan, Bombay during a Quit india 
Movement in 1942. 
She became a member of indian 
national Congress after marrying asaf 
ali and participated in public processions 
during the Salt Satyagraha. in 1932, she was held prisoner at the 
Tihar Jail, where, she launched a hunger strike in protest of the 
indifferent treatment of political prisoners. Her efforts resulted 
in an improvement of conditions in the Tihar Jail but she was 
moved to ambala and was subjected to solitary confinement. at 
the ending of 1942, she took part in the underground movement 
and was dubbed the Heroine of the 1942 movement for her 
bravery in the face of danger and was called grand Old lady of 
the independence movement in her later years.
She edited inquilab, a monthly magazine of the Congress Party, 
along with ram Manohar lohia. in 1958, she was elected the first 
Mayor of delhi. She was closely associated with social activists 
and secularists of her era for social welfare and development in 
delhi. She and narayanan started link publishing house and 
published a daily newspaper, Patriot and a weekly, link the same 
year. The publications became prestigious due to the patronage 
of leaders such as Jawaharlal nehru, krishna Menon and Biju 
Patnaik. 
She died in new delhi on 29 July, 1996, aged 87.  She was 
awarded india’s second highest civilian honour, the Padma 
Vibhushan in her lifetime in 1992, and finally the highest civilian 
award, the Bharat ratna, posthumously in 1997.

Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(23rd July, 1856 – 1st August, 1920)

Bal gangadhar Tilak was born on 23 July, 1856, in an indian 
Brahmin family in ratnagiri, Maharashtra. He was an indian 
nationalist, teacher and an independence activist. He had a long 
political career agitating for indian autonomy from the British 
rule.

He joined the indian national Congress 
in 1890. He was one of the most-eminent 
radicals at the time. He was one-third of 
the lal-Bal-Pal triumvirate. He helped 
find the all india Home rule league in 
1916–18. in his opinion self-rule took 
precedence over any social reform. He 
was sent to Mandalay from 1908 to 1914 
to serve a six years jail sentence. While 
in the prison he wrote the gita rahasya.
He was the first Congress leader to suggest that Hindi written in 
the devanagari script be accepted as the sole national language of 
india. He started two weeklies, kesari (‘The lion’) in Marathi and 
Mahratta in english. 
The British colonial authorities called him ‘The father of the 
indian unrest.’ He was also conferred with the title of ‘lokmanya’, 
which means ‘accepted by the people (as their leader)’. Mahatma 
gandhi called him ‘The Maker of Modern india’. He is known 
for his quote in Marathi: “Swarajya is my birthright and i shall 
have it!”. leaving this legacy behind, he left for his heavenly 
abode on 1 august, 1920 (aged 64), in Bombay.

Chandra Shekhar Azad
(23rd July, 1906 – 27th February, 1931)

azad was born as Chandrashekhar 
Tiwari on 23 July, 1906, in the present-
day alirajpur district of Madhya 
Pradesh. in december 1921, when 
Mohandas karamchand gandhi 
launched the non-Cooperation 
Movement, Chandra Shekhar, then a 
15-year-old student, joined. as a result, 
he was arrested. On being presented 
before a magistrate, he gave his 
name as “azad” (The Free). From that day he came to 
be known as Chandra Shekhar azad among the people. 
 
He became an active member of the HSra and started to 
collect funds for Hra. Most of the fund collection was through 
robberies of government property. Being an expert marksman, 
he trained other members of his group in the art of shooting. He 
was involved in the kakori Train robbery of 1925, in the attempt 
to blow up the Viceroy of india’s train in 1926, and at last, the 
shooting of J. P. Saunders at lahore in 1928 to avenge the killing 
of lala lajpat rai. The insight of his revolutionary activities are 
described by Manmath nath gupta, a fellow member of HSra 
in his numerous writings. 
azad died at azad Park in allahabad on 27 February, 1931.The 
police surrounded him in the park after Virbhadra Tiwari (their 
old companion who later turned traitor) informed them of his 
presence there. it is said that he used to keep a bullet to kill himself 
in the event of being caught by the British. The Colt pistol of 
Chandra Shekhar azad is displayed at the allahabad Museum. ❰❰



Remembering

Aruna Asaf Ali

16 July, 1909 - 29 July, 1996

Aruna Asaf Ali born on 16 July, 1909, in Kalka (Punjab) was an Indian educator, political 
activist and publisher. She is widely remembered for hoisting the Indian National flag at the 

Gowalia Tank maidan, Bombay during Quit India Movement in 1942. 



RNI Regd.No. 69364/98
DL(C) 01/1127/2018-2020
Publishing Date: 23rd July

Total no. of pages 36
Posted at NDPSO  

on 26-27 of every monthRemembering
Lokmanya Bal GangadharTilak

23 July, 1856 - 01 August, 1920

 “Swaraj is my birthright, and I shall have it!”
- Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak


